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Meeting for Welcoming

Friends met at Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado for the 26th annual gathering of

Intermountain Yearly Meeting on the 14th day, the sixth month, 2000.

1. Introduction of Visitors and Roll of Monthly Meetings and Worship Groups

After a brief session of singing together, Ted Church, the clerk to Intermountain Yearly

Meeting (IMYM), asked that visitors introduce themselves. We were pleased to meet

the following:
Sandy Farley, bringing letters of introduction from Friends Committee on Unity

with Nature and Palo Alto Monthly Meeting

Eloise Cranke, AFSC, Des Moines

Larry Miller, AFSC, Denver
Danielle Short, AFSC, Denver
Kitty Ufford-Chase, AFSC, Tucson

Joe Franko, AFSC, Pasadena
Anthony Manousos, Friends Bulletin

Sue Axtell, Eariham School of Religion

Pepper Goodrich, sojourning with Guatemala Friends Monthly Meeting

Juan Pascoe, Heberto Sein Visitor from Mexico City Friends Meeting and

member of Pima Monthly Meeting

The roll of meetings and worship groups was called. Representatives of the following

groups were present:

Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting
Flagstaff Monthly Meeting
Pima Monthly Meeting
Tempe Monthly Meeting

Colorado Regional Meeting
Boulder Monthly Meeting
Fort Collins Monthly Meeting
Mountain View Monthly Meeting

New Mexico Regional Meeting
Albuquerque Monthly Meeting

ClearLight Worship Group (Taos)
Lambs Community Worship Group (Trinidad)

West Amarillo Meeting for Worship

Durango Monthly Meeting
Gila Monthly Meeting
Santa Fe Monthly Meeting

Las Vegas Worship Group
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Utah Friends Fellowship
Logan Monthly Meeting
Salt Lake City Monthly Meeting

Moab Worship Group

2. State of Meeting Reports

The clerk read a summary of the State of the Meeting Reports (See attachment I for the
summary. Full reports appear in the “documents-in-advance’ distributed to all
registrants before yearly meeting.)

3. Other Business

After a short period of silent worship, announcements were made by those in charge of
operations, Junior Yearly Meeting, creativity night, worship sharing and the doll project.

Meeting to Hear Our Speaker

Our speaker, Joanna Austin-Manygoats, spoke on the theme “Know that you are
present where you are”.

The abstract of her presentation is provided in the documents-in-advance, and the
complete text is available on request from the clerk to IMYM, Ted Church.
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Meeting for Business, Session I

1. Announcements

Following a brief period of silence, the clerk reminded Friends of the urgency for
regional meetings to make appointments to fill two vacancies each on the Watching

Committee and the Committee on Ministry and Counsel, and three vacancies on the
Committee to Select a Guest Resource Speaker.

The clerk read two minutes of introduction, one from Palo Alto Monthly Meeting for

Sandy Farley, and one from Friends Meeting of Washington for Pat Kutzner who is
currently working for a chapter of the Navajo Nation near Cuba, New Mexico.

Anthony Manousos, editor of Friends Bulletin, joyfully announced the publication of

Western Quaker Reader. This gives a sense of the roots and contributions of Friends in

the western part of the United States.

The clerk, Ted Church, proposed an agenda for the rest of the business sessions. The

proposed agenda was accepted.

2. Reports

Several reports were presented, with emphasis given to items requiring action in later
business sessions.

a. Continuing Committee

Ray Maseman, the clerk to Continuing Committee, presented the committee’s report
(see documents-in-advance for a summary of actions taken February 19, 2000). The
following three minutes require action during Yearly Meeting:

(i). Reinstate in the budget support for travel of Friends from developing
countries to the triennial meetings of the Friends World Committee for
Consultation. For each triennium, a total of $1,500, accrued at $500 each year,
should be sent to the Third World Travel Fund administered by the Section of the
Americas office in Philadelphia.

(ii). Encourage the appointment of a representative to the Friends Peace
Teams Project, who would be a member of the Coordinating Committee. Travel
to attend two meetings a year would be the estimated cost of the appointment.

(iii). Extend the period of availability of the members of the IMYM
Committee on Ministry and Counsel, for consultation with the officers and
committee clerks and convenors of the Yearly Meeting, to the entire year rather
than just during the week of the annual sessions.

The clerk reported that consideration of the hiring of staff or clerical assistance for

yearly meeting officers continues to be studied.
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Continuing Committee has accepted the proposal, submitted as a minute by Mountain
View Monthly Meeting, to restructure the positions of registrar and the coordinator of
operations into two three-person teams with members having staggered three-year
terms. The committee recommended considering the application of this principle also to
Junior Yearly Meeting.

Ray Maseman summarized recent discussions held in Continuing Committee revolving
around long-term plans for IMYM and the need for Friends to think about their visions
for IMYM in the future.

The Continuing Committee has approved adding Whittier College as a repository for
IMYM records. The other locations to which records are sent are Swarthmore College,
Guilford College, Haverford College, and Friends Library in London.

IMYM 00-1: Friends accept the report of the Continuing Committee.

b. Treasurer’s report

Richard Wilshusen presented the treasurer’s report (see attachment 2). He pointed out
that assessments for the Joint Service Projects are now integrated into the budget. This
inclusion of assessments has caused meetings to take greater care than previously in
reporting membership numbers. This has resulted in a decrease in reported census
figures.

The treasurer pointed out that about 50% of expenditures are for travel. He asked that
all expenses be reported even if they are donated.

IMYM 00-2: Friends accept the treasurer’s report.

c. Finance Committee

The report of the Finance Committee was given by Jim Hoffman, the clerk (see
documents-in-advance). The committee has discussed the following issues:

(i) the need to develop an explicit statement concerning the future of the
Yearly Meeting to assist the Finance Committee in developing ways and means
of handling and protecting future endowments, bequests, investments and other
real properties, and

(ii) the need to provide a policy on investments and the use of their
proceeds.

These have been discussed in Continuing Committee and will continue to receive its
attention.
If a third member to the Board of Directors of Friends Bulletin is appointed by IMYM,
travel costs can be met from the present budget.
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IMYM 00-3: Friends accept the report of the Finance Committee.

d. Committee to Develop a Faith and Practice

Claire Leonard gave the report of the Committee to Develop a Faith and Practice (See

documents-in-advance). She explained that the committee has now decided not to

combine with the Committee to Review the Guide as proposed in the report. The

member common to both committees will act as a liaison enabling the two committees
to work more closely together. Rather than replacing the chapter on the Yearly Meeting
by the Guide (see IMYM 98-4.8), the committee will incorporate those matters of

principle now in the Guide in appropriate sections of Faith and Practice, leaving

procedural details in the Guide.

IMYM 00-4: Friends accept the report of the Committee to Develop a Faith and
Practice.

e. Committee on Friends World Committee for Consultation

Ted Church noted that later action may be taken on the possible sponsorship of a high

school in Bolivia belonging to INELA, the Bolivia Yearly Meeting. The high school has

been supported by the International Quaker Aid program, which has been laid down by

FWCC. Any action will depend upon proposals from an interest group meeting later in

this session of IMYM.

f. Minute on the Death Penalty

The clerk read the minute on the death penalty submitted by New Mexico Regional
Meeting (see documents-in-advance, May 29,2000)).

IMYM 00-5: Friends accept with gratitude the minute on the death penalty from

New Mexico Regional Meeting.

3. Announcements

The clerk expressed concern about the staffing of the Committee to Develop a Faith

and Practice and urged the Yearly Meeting to take the matter seriously. He pointed out

that there is currently no representative from monthly meetings of New Mexico Regional

Meeting on the committee. He also noted that several members of the committee are

coming to the end of the maximum number of terms that they can serve, and will have

to be replaced by other appointees.

Ted Church pointed out that representatives to Friends’ organizations were originally

intended to function as committees of the Yearly Meeting, but increasingly seem to be

acting as individual representatives.
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Meeting for Business, Session 2

After announcements from the clerk, Friends began Meeting for business with silence.

Part of the epistle for the year 2000 from Britain Yearly Meeting was read (see

attachment 3). This emphasized the need for each to know his or her own spiritual

journey and to examine why it is that there are not more Quakers in the world.

1. Reports

a. Historian-Archivist

The historian-archivist, Chuck Rostkowski, reported that the recent census of Friends

indicated that the membership in IMYM meetings is just below 1000 (see attachment 4).

He emphasized that the census was not yet quite complete. If membership is less than

1000, IMYM will be entitled to send only two representatives to future triennial meetings

of the FWCC.

1MYM 00-6: Friends accept the report of the historian-archivist.

b. Joint Service Projects Oversight Committee

Ross Worley presented the report of the Joint Service Projects Oversight Committee

(originally Committee for Oversight of IMYM/AFSC Joint Service Projects) (see

attachment 5). The report shows an increase in participation. More projects than

previously have been located in Mexico, emphasis being placed on projects which make

structural differences in peoples’ lives.

IMYM 00-7: Friends accept the report of the Joint Sei’vice Projects Oversight

Committee, noting with pride that this work began ten years ago in IMYM.

c. Friends Peace Teams Project

Ted Church told Friends that IMYM no longer has any representative on the

Coordinating Committee of the Friends Peace Teams Project. The Yearly Meeting has

been invited to renew its representation (see attachment 6). Continuing Committee has

reaffirmed our desire to be connected to the project.

IMYM 00-8: Friends accept the clerk’s advice to re-establish links with the

Friends Peace Teams Project. Nominating Committee is currently seeking a

person to represent IMYM.
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d. Friends Bulletin

Ted Church read part of the report of the Board of Directors of Friends Bulletin (see
attachment 7). Continuing Committee has recommended adding a third member from
IMYM to the Board of Directors (see Continuing Committee complete minutes, Feb. 19,
2000).

IMYM 00-9: Friends accept the report of the Board of Friends Bulletin and will
seek a third member to represent IMYM an the Board.

2. Reflections on “Our Sense of Place”

Ted Church introduced the session on “Our Sense of Place” by reading comments
provided by Steve Brock (see attachment 8). These comments asked us to consider
the limitations and potential of Friends’ energies and institutions.

During the period of reflection, Friends gave moving testimonies to those experiences
which have given meaning to their lives.

Several spoke of the importance of IMYM as a community, a family, independent of
physical place, where being together serves to “recharge batteries”. This experience is
also vital for our youth, filled with love and energy, who experience revitalization. Their
efforts need to be seen and encouraged by older Friends. One Friend spoke of the joy
provided by the entry of children into Meeting for worship. Another attended to the long-
range possibility of a Quaker center, reminding us that it could be a divisive issue, and
would need to be considered with prayerful thoughts for the feelings of others.

Other Friends spoke of place in more spiritual dimensions, as being created by the spirit
moving among us, or by the presence of other Friends. The sense of place is also in
our hearts, where prayer begins, and unites us.

The filling of our lives with unnecessary things concerned other Friends. We may hurry
to fill our lives, rather than “waiting”. To be clear and able to embrace present
commitments, we may need to lay down obligations of the past.
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Meeting for Business, Session 3

1. Memorial Minutes

The meeting began with silence. From the silence memorial minutes were read for the
following:

Orland Kolling
Esther Kolling
Ann Gross
Ruth Commons Simkin
Alice Wing Raymond
Frederick William Meister
Stephen Tabor
Edward J. “Ned” Kowal

(See attachment 9 for the minute for Stephen Tabor, the other minutes can be found in
the documents-in-advance.)

2. Announcements

After a brief interval, Ted Church made several announcements. The agenda for the
following session was outlined and approved. A summary of the period of reflection on
“Our Sense of Place” was read and approved.

3. Death Penalty

The minute on the death penalty approved earlier (IMYM 00-5) was considered for
dissemination.

IMYM 00-10: Friends approved that the minute on the death penalty from New
Mexico Regional Meeting be sent out to all monthly meetings within IMYM for
their action.

4. Report of the Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns

Tom Kowal presented the report of the Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns
(originally Committee of Concern for Border Issues) (see attachment 10) and read a
proposed minute. The minute originated with Pima Monthly Meeting and was further
considered during Yearly Meeting in an interest group on border issues. The group was
led by the Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns primarily to consider the minute
from Pima Monthly Meeting.

IMYM 00-11: Friends accept the report of the Committee on Migrant and Border
Concerns.
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In an extended consideration of the minute, Friends were concerned with the urgency of

the matter, our need to take responsibility for proposing solutions rather than being
content with a declaration to assuage the conscience and the need for a spiritual basis
rather than a political concern. Other contributions warned that the meeting is not in a
position to specify solutions, but should rather release the committee to develop a
program. On the other hand, it was pointed out that individuals and monthly meetings

need to be actively involved rather than merely turning over all responsibility to the
committee. Finally we were reminded that we need to act together whether it be to take

a large step or a small one.

A number of additions and amendments were proposed to the minute. Action was
deferred until a revised minute could be made available to everyone.

IMYM 00-12: Friends approve the proposal that the minute be written in both
English and Spanish and that both versions be distributed together.

Concerning the request from the committee that $2000 be available to support
educational visits to the border, the clerk pointed out that no item in the current budget
would cover that cost. The treasurer has suggested that individual contributions be
sought and passed through him.

IMYM 00-13: Friends approve the solicitation of funds to support educational
visits to the border to be organized by the Committee on Migrant and Border
Concerns. Those contributions should be passed through the treasurer.
(Richard Wilshusen, 2045 Alpine Dr., Boulde, CO 80304)

After several announcements, the meeting ended with worship.
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Meeting for Business, Session 4

The meeting began with silence. The clerk asked that Friends thank directly all those
who work so hard for our Yearly Meeting (often behind the scenes), rather than offer
formal minutes of appreciation which might be read only much later by the individuals
involved.

1. Nominating Committee

Nancy Taylor reported as clerk to our new Nominating Committee. She explained that
officers and convenors of yearly meeting committees will serve with staggered three-
year terms. This procedure will be applied first to the registrar, the coordinator of
operations and to those responsible for Junior Yearly Meeting; each group will contain
three individuals. Some Friends will be asked to serve shorter or longer terms to
establish the three-year rotation. The appropriate section of the Guide will be rewritten
to reflect this restructuring. Nominations were made for positions needing to be filled
immediately.

IMYM 00-14: Friends accept with thanks the report of the Nominating
Committee. They approved the following appointments.

Bill Durland for the Coordination Committee of Friends Peace Teams Project
Phyllis Hoge for the Board of Directors of Friends Bulletin

Each will seive for three years, with immediate effect.

2. Friends World Committee for Consultation

Nancy Dolphin, an IMYM representative, reported for Friends World Committee for
Consultation (FWCC), conveying greetings to Friends of IMYM from Elizabeth Duke and
Annis Bleeke, respectively General Secretary and Associate Secretary of FWCC (see
attachment 11). She reported that money is still being collected for the Bolivian School
project (see IMYM 99-4.4). (Note added: The goal of money needed was later
reached.) Information was provided on how postage stamps can be saved and
forwarded. This has been found to be an effective way of raising funds for FWCC (see
attachment 12).

3. Decision Items

Action was taken on matters that had been brought to the attention of Friends in the
Meeting for business, Session 1.

a. Committee on Ministry and Counsel

IMYM 00 15: Friends approved the proposaithat the work of the Committee on
Minist,y and Counsel be expanded to operate throughout the year to assist the
Yearly Meeting.
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b. Budget

IMYM 00-16: Friends approved the proposed budget for 2001. (see attachment
2).

4. Committee to Develop a Faith and Practice

The clerk urged Friends in monthly meetings to study the revised chapter on “Marriage

and Other Committed Relationships” currently being distributed by the Faith and
Practice committee so that it can be finalized by the Yearly Meeting next’year.
Problems with the revised chapter should be forwarded to the committee.

5. Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns

Tom Kowal passed out a revised minute from the Committee on Migrant and Border
Concerns.

IMYM 00-17: Friends approved the following minute:

(Note added by clerks: The minute approved at Yearly Meeting contained
specific figures in the second paragraph. When these figures were checked for
accuracy, the Mexican Consul requested that he not be quoted so specifically. In
sensitivity to his request and with gratitude for his help, we have modified the
second paragraph. This change has been discussed with Juan Pascoe and with
Tom Kowal.)

MINUTE TO FIND SOLUTIONS ON THE PROBLEMS OF MIGRANT
WORKERS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE US-MEXICAN BORDER

The border that separates the U.S. from Mexico has become a major crossing
point for undocumented, mostly Mexican, people seeking to gain employment in
this countiy. They have suffered and continue to suffer abuse, theft,
mistreatment, injuries and death, in their eagerness to respond to the
opportunities for employment that are growing here.

The numbers of illegal entrants are growing by the year and the month. The
Mexican Consul in Tucson has informed us that the number of undocumented
detainees who were deported from Arizona to Mexico in the first part of this year
has gone up significantly in comparison with the 1999 figures. The number of
deaths that his office has had to handle has also increased greatly this year. At
the current rate there are hundreds of deaths and hundreds of thousands of
dangerous border-crossings made each year.

Over the years, Friends have felt frustration, ange, sadness and extreme
concern about the treatment of undocumented workers and about the lack of
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action on the part of the governments of the United States and Mexico to ease
the problems and to make provisions to welcome and to protect needed workers.
Also, over the years, many organizations, churches and individuals have started
programs and have made efforts to assuage and highlight the problems, but the
numbers continue to grow and the suffering increases exponentially.
Interparliamentary yearly gatherings, academic studies, service organizations
and others have talked much about the situation, but no firm positions or positive
solutions have emerged.

In response to our spiritual leadings and seasoned consideration, ‘we, gathered in
the 2000 session of Intermountain Yearly Meeting (IMYM), affirm that there is
that of God in everyone. It is in a spirit of compassion and caring that we seek
solutions to these issues. We observe that well-meaning efforts have not
addressed the roots of the problem. We conclude that both governments must
come together to analyze the situation and to design a regularized program for
migrant workers, including necessary protections on both sides of the border.
We are convinced that without such a coordinated program, suffering of migrants
and negative effects upon the U.S. and Mexican economies will continue.

We call for a two-pronged approach, one in the U.S. and one in Mexico. In this
context, we were happy to receive the news that Mexico City Friends Meeting
has offered to work with us, taking on the responsibility for what needs to be
done in that country. Pima Meeting and other interested Friends will coordinate
and support the work and initiatives required for the intergovernmental effort. In
particular; we release Juan Pascoe, a member of Pima Monthly Meeting and
sojourning member of Mexico City Friends Meeting, to take charge of the
planning and coordination of these efforts.

Our Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns will provide Friends with the
guidance, help and contacts they will require to carry out these and other
initiatives in the coming year and will report at least quarterly via the Internet.

We ask our IMYM clerk to send a letter with this Minute to the Quaker United
Nations Office, the American Friends Service Committee and the Friends
Committee on National Legislation, and invite them to help with our endeavor.
The treasurer of IMYM will keep contributions and disbursements in a special
fund. The Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns, with the assistance of
the Treasurer; will solicit funds from monthly meetings and their members, since
the Yearly Meeting has no budget for the committee’s activities at this time.
These funds will be used for supporting Friends on educational visits to the
border and for travel and other expenses of Juan Pascoe. The executive
committee of the Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns and the treasurer
of IMYM will be responsible for the disbursement of the funds.
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MINUTA PARA ENCONTRAR SQLUCIONES A LOS PROBLEMAS DE LOS
TRABAJADORES MIGRANTES EN AMBOS LADOS DE LA FRONTERA
ENTRE MEXICO YESTADOS UNIDOS

La frontera entre Mexico y Estados Unidos se ha convertido en una de las rutas
preferidas para el cruce de Ia frontera de trabajadores indocumentados, originarios
pnmordialmente de Mexico, quienes vienen en busca de empleo en este pals. En
su afán por aprovecharse de las crecientes oportunidades de trabajo, tales
personas han sufrido, y continôan sufriendo, toda clase de abusos, robos, malos
tratos, heridas y hasta Ia muerte.

El nümero de ingresos ilegales crece de mes en mes y de año en año. El Consul
de Mexico en Tucson nos ha informado que el nümero de indocumentados
detenidos que fueron deportados de Arizona a Mexico en lo que va del año 2000
ha crecido sustancialmente en comparación con el año de 1999. El nUmero de
muertes a las que ha tenido que atender su oficina en el primer semestre tamblén
se ha incrementado dramaticamente. En este momento hay cientos de muertes y
cientos de miles de cruces peligrosos en Ia frontera cada año.

A través de los años, los Amigos han sentido angustia, frustración y preocupacion
extrema en relación con el tratamiento que reciben los trabajadores
indocumentados y Ia ausencia de decisiones y acciones de parte de los gobiemos
de Estados Unidos y Mexico para reducir los problemas estableciendo programas
de bienvenida y de protección que estos trabajadores se merecen. A través de los
años tamblén ha habido muchas organizaciones, iglesias e individuos que han
iniciado programas y han hecho esfuetzos pam reducir los problemas y darles
relleve, pero el nUmero de trabajadores indocumentados sigue creciendo y el
sufrimiento tamblén crece exponencialmente. Las reuniones inter-parlamentarias
de congresistas de ambos palses, investigaciones académicas, organizaciones de
se,vicio y otros han analizado mucho Ia situación, pero aparentemente no han
ilegado a identificar posibles soluciones.

Con un sentido de compasion y responsabilidad hacia los demás y con Ia
convicción de que Dios se encuentra en cada uno de nosotros buscamos
soluciones a estos problemas en Ia reunion anual del año 2000 de IMYM. Hemos
obseivado que diversos esfuerzos, todos bien intencionados, no han ilegado a
enfocarse en las ralces del problema. Hemos concluido que es imperativo que los
dos gobiemos se reUnan pam hacer un análisis conjunto del problema y pam
diseñar un programa de regularizacion del cruce de Ia frontera de los trabajadores
migrantes, incluyendo su protección en ambos lados de tal frontera. Estamos
convencidos que en ausencia de un pmgrama coordinado de tal naturaleza, eI
sufrimiento de los trabajadores y los efectos negativos pam Ia economla de los
Estados Uniclos y Mexico continuarán extendiéndose.
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Pmponemos que se ileve a cabo un esfuerzo de doble acción, uno enfocado hacia
el gobierno de los Estados Unidos yotro hacia el de Mexico. En este contexto, nos
causó profunda alegria el recibir Ia noticia que Ia Junta Mensual de los Amigos de
Ia ciudad de Mexico desea colaborar con nosotros hacléndose cargo de las
acciones que deberán llevarse a cabo en aquel pals.

La Junta Mensual de Tucson (Pima Monthly Meeting of Friends) y otros Amigos se
encargarán de coordinar esfuerzos, apoyar el trabajo y promulgar las iniciativas
que se requeriran pare el propuesto esfuerzo inter-gubemamentaL Hemos puesto
a Juan Pascoe, miembro de Ia Junta de Pima y miembro asociàdo de Ia Junta
Mensual de los Amigos de Ia ciudad de Mexico, a cargo de Ia planificación y
coordinación de este trabajo. El Comité de Asuntos Fmnterizos y Migratorios
(CMBC) de IMYM apoyara a estos Amigos con orientaciones, asistencia y aquellos
contactos que tel Comité tenga o pueda promover durante el proximo año y nos
enviará informes trimestrales a través de Internet.

Le pedimos a quien ha presidido nuestras reuniones (clerk) que envIe una carta
que acompane a esta Minuta a ía oficina representative de los Cuaqueros ante las
Naciones Unidas (QUNO), a! Comité Norteamehcano de Se,vicio de los Amigos
(AFSC) y a! Comite de Amigos para Ia Legislacion Nacional en Washington
(FCNL). El proposito de esta comunicación será el de solicitar su ayuda y apoyo en
este nuestro esfue,zo. Asimismo, el Comité de Asuntos Fronterizos y Migratorios,
con Ia asistencia del tesorero de IMYM, sollcitará apoyo financiero de las Juntas
Mensuales y de sus miembros, ya que IMYM no dispone de fondos en su
presupuesto pare las actividades del Comité en estos momentos. Estos fondos
serán utillzados pare apoyar a algunos Amigos en sus visitas educativas a Ia
frontera y pare cubrir los gastos de viaje y misceláneos de Juan Pascoe. El comité
ejecutivo del CMBC y el tesorero de IMYM se responsabilizarán por el desembolso
de tales fondos.

6. Registrar’s Report

The registrar, Peter Lundman, reported that a total of 289 individuals attended part or all
of Yearly Meeting. Of these, 197 were adults.

7. Coordinator of Operations Report

Jane Robinson reported as joint coordinator of operations. It was felt that access to
college facilities for people with disabilities was improved over last year, but still was not
perfect.
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8. Epistles

The Junior Yearly Meeting epistle was presented by Ian McEwen, assisted by Penny
Thron-Weber, coordinator of the Junior Yearly Meeting program (see attachment 13).
Appreciation was expressed for wonderful support received from adults.

The Junior Young Friends epistle was presented by Barbara Donachy, coordinator of
the Junior Young Friends program (see attachment 14). She asked for additional help
for next year, especially from men.

The epistle from Senior Young Friends was read by Andrew Banks, co-clerk (see
attachment 15). Andrew Banks and Andrew Peterson will continue as co-clerks. Eliza
Kretzmann and Karl von Hoyningen-Huene will serve as coordinators of the Senior
Young Friends program.

Friends received the epistles from the three youth groups with appreciation.

Marian Hoge, clerk for Watching Committee, presented the epistle of the Yearly
Meeting:

INTERMOUNTAIN YEARLY MEETING (IMYM)

Fort Lewis College - Durango, Colorado

June 18, 2000

Our Love and Greetings,

Friends, 289 attending, gathered in the southwest US for IMYM, representing
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, and Utah. “Sense of Place” was the theme of our
meetings. To help us consider our “Sense of Place,” Navajo Joanna Austin-Manygoats,
our keynote speaker, spoke to us of how the Dine world-view and traditional teaching
help her to know who she is. In her talk, “Know That You Are Present Where You
Are,” she inspired us to reflect on our own sense of place. Friends shared their
reflections on the meaning of place in physical and spiritual tenns. 1MYM is blessed by
great natural beauty. Native American spirituality internalizes human experience within
this beautiful land in a special way. This is a valuable resource on many levels, and
informs our own experience of Quaker spirituality and community. These perspectives
assist Friends in seeking unity about an eventual home for the yearly gathering.

In addition to Meeting for Worship for Business, and worship sharing, Friends
participated in a wide variety of interest groups covering topics such as: right-sharing of
the world’s resources, Quaker theology, violence in our schools, the connection between
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science and religion, the IMYM-American Friends Service Committee Joint Service
Projects, the repeal of the death penalty, and others.

The meeting approved a minute originating among Arizona Friends and
brought forward by the Committee for Border Concerns calling upon the governments of
the United States and Mexico to find just and compassionate solutions to the plight of
Migrants in these border lands.

Friends enjoyed opportunities to celebrate together our yearly traditions of folk
dancing, singing, and creativity night.

This is our 26th gathering as a yearly meeting. A young yearly meeting, we
have many opportunities to define our vision for the future.

(s) Ted Church
Ted Church, Clerk
On behalf of Intermountain Yearly Meeting

IMYM 00-18: Friends approved with gratitude the epistle and its distribution to
Friends eve,ywhere.

The clerk concluded the Meeting for business by reading from an epistle from George
Fox, written in 1655.

“And to the Lord your Hearts will be brought, and it will bring you nigh one to another,
and to come into sweet Love and Unity, and into Easiness and Openness of Heart; and
keep you over all that which would stain you, or hurt you, or defile you. .. that nothing
may rule, but Life itself, that ye may feel God’s Presence in you, and with you, that Truth
and Life over all the World may spread. .

From: “George Fox: Practical Mystic and Prophet”, by Herbert C. Standing as quoted in
“A Few Quotations From “The Friends’ Quarterly”, October 1974, “Commemorating the
350th anniversary of George Fox’s birth”, in Friends World News, Fall 1975 (?), Friends
World Committee for Consultation, London.

/9La.-L44
e -

Ted Church, Clerk Bob and Carrol Pearson, Co-Recording Clerks
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Attachment 1

Intermountain Yearly Meeting
June 2000

SUMMARY OF STATE OF MEETING REPORTS

Concerns for nurturing community and deepening the spiritual life of the meeting and of
individuals including the children, are thematic throughout the State of the Meeting
reports. Another underlying thread is the difficulty in finding available Friends to staff the
positions necessary for the smooth running of Meetings. Many meetings are finding
ways to augment their spiritual lives through retreats led by nationally known Friends
and authors, book discussions, and by sharing their personal journeys. Tempe Meeting
invited Lloyd Lee Wilson to lead a weekend retreat on “Building a Quaker Community in
a Busy World”. Albuquerque Meeting planned a series of Saturday afternoon retreats on
“Building Community”. Las Cruces Meeting described one of their primary challenges as
being their “need for more time with one another”. Mountain View Meeting described
themselves as a “large and scattered fellowship.., continually seeking for ways to
welcome newcomers and to know each other better”. Each spring their School of the
Spirit provides “an important time for examining our spiritual life together”. Last spring
they invited John Punshon, and this year Michael Sheeran will spend time with them.
They hold monthly Spiritual Journey talks by members and attenders which “have been
occasions for rich sharing”. The spiritual life of Pima Meeting was enriched by a series
of gatherings, including four retreats. Activities of the Meeting include a monthly parent
group on raising children with Quaker values, a new Pastoral Care Subcommittee
exploring how best to support members in need, and many intergenerational
celebrations. Pima Meeting holds three worship services a week, one of them an early
First Dayworship.

With its members and attenders living “over eighty miles of mountains, rivers and
washes”, Gila Friends Meeting also experiences a large and scattered fellowship. They
identify “the heart of our Meeting” as being the meeting for worship. They have held
discussions where they examined issues around “silence in worship, the value of
membership, and goals and purposes.” Stability is cause for celebration for several
monthly meetings. Albuquerque Meeting’s young friends presented a creative skit called
“This is Your Life, Albuquerque Monthly Meeting” to celebrate its 50th anniversary.
Durango Friends are joyfully preparing to celebrate the 30 years they have been
together, 10 as a worship group and 20 as a Friends Meeting. Phoenix Meeting
invested considerable research, discussion and worship in searching for the conditions
that contribute to the quality of the Meeting for worship. Objects and customs held dear
by its members and attenders are now better understood and all now strive for the
preparation of themselves and their meeting house ... “to allow the Light within
themselves to be experienced by all”.

Salt Lake Meeting is experiencing an increase in regular attendance in meeting for
worship. One of their bigger challenges continues “to be the needs of First Day School.
With only a few children attending and the non-conducive space, the religious education
committee has to be creative on a weekly basis. This issue keeps us mindful of the fact

n



we need to have our own building.” Moab Worship Group is exploring with Salt Lake
Monthly Meeting the process involved in becoming a preparative meeting.

The need to have a meetinghouse is one which Las Cruces Friends met this year, with
the purchase and renovation of en old building. Flagstaff Meeting has received the
necessary permit from the city “to begin renovations on their meetinghouse to improve
its handicap accessibility”. Santa Fe Meeting is working with an architect to find ways of
making their historic adobe meetinghouse accessible to all. Durango Friends continue
to find their spiritual life to be “sheltered and nurtured” by their meetinghouse. In
addressing the financial concerns of maintaining their meetinghouse, Fort Collins
Meeting undertook fund-raising activities enabling them to “end the year financially
stable”. Boulder Meeting completed their new meetinghouse and now hold two
Meetings for worship together averaging about 100 each First Day.

Self-examination occurred in a number of meetings. Fort Collins Meeting has been
“striving for unity and discernment in decision-making and dealing with internal
conflicts”. Pat McBee, a traveling minister from FGC, spent 10 days with them,
conducting a workshop, attending committee meetings, and meeting with members and
attenders. Pat “brought a great deal of insight to our processes... Conflicts still exist and
we continue to struggle with how to reach unity and to nurture our spiritual community.”
Salt Lake Meeting experiences challenge in staffing committees. “Being a small
meeting, everyone is needed to participate in the life of the Meeting”. Although not a
small meeting, Albuquerque also has been experiencing how few Friends are available
to serve on committees, and struggles to find a new treasurer. Nominating Committee
“called everyone in the Meeting’s directory this year to speak to them about their current
life situations” and what Meeting responsibilities they might be able to undertake. Logan
Monthly Meeting’s nominating committee could not find a clerk this year, leaving the
position to be covered by two very busy Friends. “Among other things, we did not get
clear who was supposed to check the mail, so it had not been checked in approximately
three months.” ‘We are seriously floundering here, with virtually all our members
trying to take care of children and aging parents.”

In Pima Monthly Meeting two threshing sessions and one gathering for committee clerks
were held in their continuing efforts to keep a spiritual focus in their Meetings for
Business. They have felt the fruits of these labors as they center down to consider
business in the Light. Pima Meeting is currently rebuilding the foundation of their
meetinghouse which had water damage. They “see this as symbolic of the work we
have done this year to ground ourselves more deeply in the foundations of our faith”.

Of the worship groups under the care of Pima Monthly Meeting, the Bisbee Worship
Group was laid down this year, Cascabel Worship Group thrives and has become a
Preparative Meeting, while Cochise Monthly Meeting has become a Worship Group
since it lacks the membership to continue as a Meeting. El Paso Meeting continues with

a small number of people meeting for worship twice a month, and Prescott Worship
Group meets once a month.



Gila Friends reported that “our weaknesses too are evident to us. We have lost the
fellowship of some members and have been unable to enfold them again in our love.
We struggle in our Business Meetings to maintain a sense of right order. We have, at
times, great difficulty being compassionate and accepting of one another’s
shortcomings. And so sometimes we feel our purpose and energy have been dulled.
These things present us with the need and opportunity for renewal of the love that is the
basis of our faith and connection with one another.”

Tempe Meeting experienced an “abrupt resignation of one of our families”. This led to “a
threshing session about the expectations of the Meeting. As the Spirit moved among the
persons present, the threshing session transformed into worship sharing, which resulted
in an affirmation of our spiritual community.” A significant challenge in conveying the
responsibilities of membership to a new member was an opportunity in the search for
spiritual unity for Colorado Springs Meeting. Mountain View Friends conclude, in
affirming their ongoing spiritual community, “We remind ourselves that all our life is one,
and that how we care for one another, how we respond to the needs of our children,
and how we express our faith in action, are all part of our life in the Spirit as much as
our meetings for worship and sharing of our spiritual journeys. We learn from one
another. We hope to keep growing in the ways we can support each other on this
journey we make together.”

A State of the Meeting report was not received from Logan Monthly Meeting in time for
this summaiy so an interpolation from informal reports was made for this report.

Summaiy prepared by Maiy Minor with assistance from Elizabeth Buckley and Marian
Hoge.
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Attachment 2 -

INTERMOUNTAIN YEARLY MEETING

Budget 1998 1998 Actual Budget 1999 1999 Actual Budget 2000 2000 Actual 2001 Proposed

INCOME
General Income 15300.00 13,620.00 16,700.00 17,075.00 16,500.00 12,585.00 14,625 00

JSP Assessment 11,000.00 8,39000 9,750 00

Contributions:general 500.00 60.00 100.00 700.25 500.00

Contributions:spec;fic 2,158.00 1450.00 1500.00

Total Interest 200.00 . 84.28 100.00 1,029.14 750.00 353.19 750.00

GENERAL INCOME 16,000.00 13,764.28 16,900.00 20,962.39 28,250.00 22,778.19 27,125.00

ANNUAL MEETING INCOME 31,580.78 43,167.23

JOINT SERVICE PROJECTS 7,976.00 14,411.00 see above see above

TOTAL INCOME 53,321.06 78,540.62

DISBURSEMENTS
BUDGETED DISBURSEMENTS

General admin./Officer expens 4,000.00 2,013.78 4000.00 2,379.60 2,800.00 1,913.56 2,800.00

Contributions
Friends Bulletin 3,300.00 3,300.00 3,300.00 3,300.00 3,300.00 3,300.00

3rd World Travel-FWCC 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,500.00 500.00

AFSC-JSP 11,000.00 9,868.00 11,000.00

Travel
AFSC 850.00 532.80 850.00 1,842.65 1,000.00 1,250.00

FWCC 1,400.00 1,242.00 1,400.00 2,008.41 1,500.00 2,465.97 1,750.00

Triennial 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 786.00 1,500.00

H. Sein Fund 500.00 314.70 500.00 500.00 500.00 500.00

Executive Committee 2,200.00 158.51 2,200.00 0.00 1,100.00 950.00

Continuing Committee 1,719.25 1,011.00 1,100.00 572.76 95000

Faith & Practice 1,000.00 745.00 1,000.00 1,794.64 2,800.00 25900 2,800.00

Friends Bulletin 500.00 727.00 500.00 207.83 500.00 471.54 500.00

Committee Needs
Faith & Practice 600.00 0.00 600.00 0.00 850.00 850.00

Religious Education 75.00 21.25 75.00 75.00 75.00

Nominating 500.00 500.00

Tim Shaw Fund 500.00 360.00 500.00 359.00 500.00 500.00

Quaker Youth Pilgrimmage 600.00 600.00 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00

Scholarship fund 1,714.50 0.00 1,714.50 841.50 1,714.50 1,714.50

TOTAL BUDGET EXPENSES 18,739.50 13,234.29 18,439.50 16,044.63 31,039.50 17,836.83 31,739 50

ANNUAL MEETING EXPENSES
Fort Lewis College 27,540.84 33,361.51
Refunds 405.50 1448.53

Operations and Administration 1,847.31 2,370.54 756.00

JYM 943.80 1,068.88

JYF 344.15 598.74

SYF 255.39 479.13

Expenses in Budget Disbursements Above*

TOTAL MEETING EXPENSES 31,336.99 39,327.33

DISBURSEMENTS TO AFSC (JSP) 7,876.00 13,033.00 see above

disbursements of special contributions 1444.00 714.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 52,447.28 69,848.96 19,306.83

*H Sein, Officer Expenses, and Scholarship Budget Items are Annual Meeting Expenses typically accounted for in Annual Budget

BALANCE JAN.1 18,735.85 27,427.51

BALANCE MINUS TRIENNIAL FUND RESERVE 17,235.85 24,427.51

NOTE: ALL BALANCES ABOVE DO NOT INCLUDE $1000 INVESTED IN FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE FUND.

TREASURER: RiChard WilshuSen, 2045 Alpine Dr., Boulder, CO 80304 (303) 442-5932 rhw@indra.com
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Assets of IMYM (as of 6110/00)

Cash and Bank Accounts
Checking $7,231.02
Savings $25,520.35
TOTAL $32,751.37

Investments
Friends Meeting House $1,000.00

TOTAL ASSETS $33,751.37

Special Fund Liabilities
Triennial $4,500.00
H.Sein Fund $500.00
Quaker Youth Pilgrimage $600.00
Scholarship Fund $1,714.50

$7314.50

Registration Monies included in Checking $1,852.50

Other Registration monies are in another bank account not tallied here.



Attachment 3

Britain Yearly Meeting, gathered in London, 26 May -29 May
2000.

To Friends everywhere: 29 May 2000

Greetings from Britain Yearly Meeting 2000 in London.

We know this epistle cannot readily convey to you the sense ofjoy, urgency and exhilarating challenge
that we have experienced here in our Yearly Meeting. We have had an important time together, in
formal sessions, in the activities of the children and young people, and in creative conversations in
corridors. We have been constantly challenged, leaving us with even more questions and much
practical action to work on with our Meetings when we return. Sessions have been memorable, with a
thousand people engaging with amazing frankness, openness, wisdom and insight. We come home with
much still to do!

We have revisited issues which are familiar to many of us. We do not always handle conflict well in
our Meetings, but struggle, although painful, may lead to growth. We still wrestle with questions of
membership in our Religious Society which will remain unresolved until we are clearer about who we
are as Quakers in the modern world. Despite our being only a small part of creation we as humans
misplace ourselves into the centre, taking more than our fair share of the Earth’s resources. Clarity
about our vision and our boundaries is often missing.

Yet we are counselled away from despair, called rather to hope and to action. Epistles and Ministry we
have received confirm that we are not a pessimistic people, and in Testimonies we have celebrated the
lives of Friends whose temperamental quirks have not prevented them making a difference to the
world. We are each an aspect of the Divine nature with responsibility to face the central question of
how best we can prepare and play our part as a Spirit-led community. We are invited to take the next
steps, God-led, in daily and community life, illuminated by our testimonies to truth, integrity,
simplicity, equality and peace.

We affirm today that we are called by God into a community where we both love and struggle,
accepting willingly the disciplines laid upon us. In examining what it means to be a Quaker we
recognize that until we can each explain our own personal spiritual journey, it is hard to persuade others
to join us.

• How far have we got, and where are we stuck?

• How can our Quaker spirituality help us reduce the cost to the Earth of our personal
lives?

• How are we willing to challenge individualism in our religious communities and in the
wider world?

On a recent Quaker project with the homeless people of London, a member of the team was asked who
Quakers are. When she explained, the response was ‘It ought to be the most popular religion of the
world. Why isn’t it?’

Signed in and on behalf of Britain Yearly Meeting

Helen Rowlands
Clerk



Attachment 4

Report of the IMYM Historian-Archivist

IMYM Census for 2000

The total number of members minus Santa Fe Month Meeting is 931.

When I receive the census form from Santa Fe Monthly Meeting I will send
in a report that contains the actual number of members.

Chuck Rostkowski
IMYM Historian-Archivist



Attachment 5

IMYTVIJAFSC JOINT SERVICE PROJECT

OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORT TO YEARLY MEETING

June 16, 2000

The Oversight Committee has met twice since the Pv’IYM annual gathering last
year, on October 9, 1999, and January 15, 2000.

PROJECTS
Mike has concentrated on projects that will help make a structural change in

people’s lives, things like sanitation systems, housing, and business development. Most
current projects are in good shape; in fact, Mike has more invitations to investigate new
projects than he can even handle.

1999 Project Summary
Here’s a brief recap of projects completed since the rise of yearly meeting last

year:
June 26-July 6. Group of 9 went to La Mesa de Abajo. This was our first project here.
We did roadwork and developed a spring to catch water for livestock to drink.
July. Project with Hopis canceled because of low registration.
August 1-14. A group of 14 went to the Oglala Lakota nation to work on housing. We
did some housing repairs and worked on a straw bale home.
October 24-November 6. Mike returned to La Mesa alone to work on the bean harvest.
November 21-27. A group of 7 went to Punta Chueca (Sen people) to create a new
nature trail and gather materials for a shelter.

A total of 86 participants worked on projects in 1999. 58 (67%) are from within
IMYM. 52 (60%) were youth. 62 (72%) were Quakers. Three were from other countries.
This works out to just under 100 weeks of service labor and learning in host
communities, down a little from last year. We speculate that we might be reaching the
saturation point of Western Quakers (senior young Friends and adult Friends) who have
the inclination, time, and money to participate in service projects like ours.

Projects for 2000
February 22-27. A team returned to Punta Chueca to build two composting toilets. There is no
running water here, but the water table is too high for a pit latrine.
March 11-18. We returned to Trigo Moreno to work on the water system. About 213 of the
homes in Trigo now have water to the home, whereas only 1/3 did before the JSP started working
there.
March 18-26. 16 participants, most from Moorestown Friends School, returned to La Mesa de
Abajo. We made adobe blocks for a chapel.
June 10-14. We returned to Palisade, Colorado, to work for Child and Migrant Services. Since
they have only one paid staff member, we clean and paint and generally make ourselves useful.
They are always very appreciative and have asked us to return next year.

July 8 - August 27. Later this summer we will take on an extended housing project on the
Lakota Reservation. Housing is a critical need there. Costs can be kept low, but we encourage



people to come in groups, if possible. Join Mike for a week or more when it fits your schedule.

Mike continues to look at potential new projects among native peoples in the Sierra
Madre Mountains in Mexico. Another tentative project would be in conjunction with the
Southern California Quarterly Meeting - American Friends Service Committee Youth Service
Project. We hope to work with any one of several indigenous Hawaiian groups. Look for this
project during the summer of 2001.

FUNDING
The Oversight Committee noted with thanks that UvIYM Friends had,

upon recommendation of the Finance Committee, approved a $ 10/member increase in the
assessment to monthly meetings, with the extra funds earmarked for the Joint Service
Project. The Committee also encourages monthly meetings and individuals who are
so inclined to make special contributions to the JSP general fund.

CONTACTS
You can get more information about upcoming projects on the JSP’s web page at

http://www.afsc.org/imym2.htm. Or contact Mike Gray, Project Coordinator at AFSC
1MYM Joint Service Projects, 3331 North Wilson, Tucson, AZ 85719. Phone: (520) 907-
6321; e-mail: afsc-imym-j sp@worldnet.att.net.

Respectfully submitted,

Ross A. Worley
Clerk, JSPOC
10525 Hwy 550
Durango, CO 81303
Phone: 970-259-6542
E-mail: worley r@fortlewis.edu



Attachment 6

FRIENDS PEACE TEAMS PROJECT

Box 10372, San Antonio TX, USA, 78210 Tel/fax: 210-532-8762 e-mail:fptp@igc.apc.org www.quaker.org/fptp

Dear Friends,

May God grant you the blessing of peace!
It is about a year until the 20th Triennial meeting of Friends World Committee for

Consultation, to be held in July, 2000. I look forward to seeing you there. Meanwhile, I
am writing to you in order to follow up on a task my group, Friends Peace Teams
Project undertook at the 1997 Triennial, and I would like your help. At that meeting, the
following Minute was approved:

We affirm that God’s love in our hearts is the essential basis for all
peacemaking. We urge each YM to seek God’s wil! and see how they are led to
become involved with Peace Team work. In this process, we hope that Friends
will discern and practice unique Quaker gifts and insights arising from our long
experience.

Yearly Meetings are encouraged to inform their members about Peace
Team work being done by Friends and others in situations of conflict around the
world.

We request each Yearly Meeting send accounts of their discernment,
activities and vision regarding Peace Team work to Friends Peace Teams
Project.

Currently, 12 US Yearly Meetings have united with the Mission Statement of Friends
Peace Teams Project, and most have active representatives on our Coordinating
Committee. Several other Yearly Meetings have had some degree of communications
with Friends Peace Teams Project, including several African Yearly Meetings that were
visited by a delegation of our African Great Lakes Initiative in January of this year. But
we have not heard from the majority of Yearly Meetings worldwide.

I hope to compile a report for the 2O” Triennial of the responses of Yearly Meetings
worldwide regarding the Minute. So, to paraphrase George Fox, “What canst thou
say?”

Please send me your responses by January 30, 2000 so that I can send a report to
FWCC in time for it to be added to the Advance Papers for the Triennia!. !f you have
access to e-mail, and can send your report that way, please do so.

You will find enclosed a brochure from Friends Peace Teams Project and the most
recent copy of our newsletter Peace Teams News, which will update you about our
work. If you would like more information please contact me at the addresses above.
Also, we have a Web page at www.quaker.org/fptp/

I have used the addresses provided by FWCC for each Yearly Meeting, but if
someone else in your YM is better qualified to respond to this request for information,
please pass it on to him or her.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
United by God’s Love

Val Liveoak, Co-Clerk, Friends Peace Teams Project



Attachment 7

ANNUAL REPORT to the Yearly Meetings from the Friends Bulletin Board of Directors
2000

This has been a year of celebration and exploration for Friends Bulletin. Our celebration of
Friends Bulletin’s 70th anniversary generated much good will among Friends of all ages in
the three Yearly Meetings.

In its 71st year Friends Bulletin has continued to cover the three Yearly Meeting gatherings
with pictures and articles. Friends concerns, topics by and about young Friends and older
friends, stories, poems, art work, and photography have filled its pages. There have been
issues with the themes of “Celebrating Our Elders”, “Quaker Service”, and uOur Animal
Kin”. In the coming year, we expect to turn to the topics of worship, envisioning the future,
and religious education. “Letters to the Editor” is becoming a very popular feature.
Friends are encouraged to submit original work and to respond to articles.

The exploration delved into the past seven decades of Friends Bulletin articles and
resulted in the publication of A Western Quaker Reader. A committee representing the
three Yearly Meetings selected writings by and about independent Quakers in the Western
United States, 1929-1999. Friends Bulletin Editor, Anthony Manousos, introduces thê
articles with insightful and informative paragraphs. A Western Quaker Reader presents a
cohesive history of the evolution of Quakerism in the west. Appendices include a glossary
of Friends’ terms; chronological lists of presiding clerks of the three Yearly Meeting, the
editors of Friends Bulletin, and events (1850-1999) relating to Quakerism and
organizations of meetings and worship groups; a directory of meetings by states; a
selected bibliography; and an index. A Western Quaker Reader is available at Yearl9
Meeting sessions. We hope many of your will purchase the book.

Friends Bulletin’s income comes from subscriptions ($30,000), Yearly Meeting subsidies
($14,000), individual contributions of over ($7,000), and advertising ($3,000). We would
like to thank the individuals, monthly meetings, and other groups who have made financial
contributions. We especially thank those Monthly Meetings who subscribe for all their
members.

Since our last report, the Board has bade farewell to Arden Pierce (PYM), former Clerk of
the Board and the last Board member present during the incorporation process, and
welcomed Lanny Jay (PYM) and Jim Kimball, a third board member from NPYM. The
Board now consists of eight members, three from PYM, three from NPYM, and currently
two from IMYM. Anthony Manousos is Editor and board member, ex officio.

Anthony Manousos is willing to visit Monthly Meetings and worship groups to introduce the
book, to encourage Friends to subscribe to the magazine, and to inspire meetings to write
histories for publication in Friends Bulletin.

We are grateful to Friends for the opportunity to minister and to help build the Western
Quaker Community. Please continue to hold us in the light.

Lucy Fullerton, Clerk pro tern
For the Board of Directors of Friends Bulletin



Attachment 8

Introduction to considerations of our Sense of Place

The State of the Society reports from the monthly meetings and from our committees
seem to raise questions such as:

What are we, as Friends capable of undertaking?
How do we cope with the stress of maintaining our institutions?
How do we reckon with limits as we honor our dreams?

The limits we learn about relate to finances and energy:
Friends World Committee for Consultation is required to balance its budget by

cutting staff;
Friends Committee on National Legislation has dwindling dollars for operations

as it attempts to raise dollars for renovating its facility;
Intermountain Yearly Meeting’s Finance Committee suggests uncertainty about

the energy among Friends to undertake development of a Friends Center along with
the required accompanying institutional structure.

And, in the monthly meetings, key positions are difficult to fill; resignations of
members are cause for concern, and fast becoming weary are the few Friends who
remain active in their monthly, regional and yearly meetings.

The general form of the answer that seems to be proposed is: reflect, sharpen focus,
enhance communications;

Friends World Committee for Consultation creates a new mission statement,
Friends Committee on National Legislation generates a new “Legislative Policy
Statement”, Intermountain Yearly Meeting’s Finance Committee proposes that the
Yearly Meeting “first needs to explicitly define its expected or intended future”.

In the monthly meetings, retreats brought focus to the issue of achieving
community, a traveling minister brought clarity to internal conflicts though resolution
remains to be achieved. One Meeting’s “School of the Spirit” annually brings a
weighty visitor to help in examining our spiritual life together.

Mindful of the concern regarding the limits of energy, there is manifest evidence of
Friends’ energy. We continue to be active locally and in support of efforts in the wider
Quaker community, working towards the Quaker goals of “. . . justice, peace and
sharing throughout the world”. Friends (as one Monthly Meeting’s report concluded),
“. . . continue to endeavor to build community in a busy world”.

And, we might add, Monthly Meetings continue their search to find answers to the
persistent problem of late-corners to worship, which can hinder the “gathering” of the
meeting in the Spirit and generate comments on etiquette and consideration of others.

Prepared by Steve Brock.
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MEMORIAL MINUTE
From Flagstaff Monthly Meeting

Stephen Randall Taber

Stephen Randall Taber was born near Philadelphia on May 3, 1938, the son of Robert and Lois
Taber, members of Chestnut Hill Meeting. Lois was a social worker, and Robert served the
Board of Education. A brother, Bobby, three years older, died of leukemia when Steve was two;
a younger brother, Richard, was born two years later. As an undergraduate, Steve went to
Antioch College; later he did graduate study at the University of Chicago in demography, with
emphasis on problems of third-world populations.

With his wife, Judy, one son, another child on the way, and a dissertation to write, Steve
undertook work and research with a demography project in Uganda. He and the family stayed
there for eight years of Cohn’s childhood and of Patrick’s birth and early years. Steve was proud
of his contributions to knowledge about Ugandan population dynamics, which later contributed
to progress in Uganda’s campaign against AIDS. Also while there he was a leader in auto road
racing in Uganda and East Africa.

With extensive field data in hand, Steve brought the family back to the U.S., where he worked
through the 1970s and the 1980s, first for the city of Philadelphia and later for the Demography
Research Group at the University of Pennsylvania. Towards the end of this time he was
divorced, as his work, study, and relationships all went into decline, This was puzzling until
1987 when he was diagnosed with a brain tumor. The tumor was treated by surgery and radiation
with apparent success.

In the years preceding this diagnosis and treatment, Steve had met and developed a close
relationship with Joan Enoch, a physician in psychiatry working in Philadelphia. They were
married in 1988 after Steve’s tumor treatment was completed. Although he worked again briefly
in Uganda and Nigeria during 1989 and again in1991, brain damage caused by Steve’s
treatments showed itself alarmingly and increasingly. He was forced to stop working in his
profession because of his disabilities of short-term memory loss and emotional instability. In
about 1991, Steve moved with Joan to Flagstaff Arizona, where she began employment in the
Student Health Center at Northern Arizona University.

The couple became attenders at Flagstaff Friends Meeting (IMYM.). Steve’s impairment had left
intact his ability to use and repair personal computers. As a positive purpose, he used this
strength for repairing donated computers to give to other people with disabilities. Also he
became an active advocate in Flagstaff’s independent living movement, working to further
disability services and rights. Steve’s fiery impatience with senseless conditions finally pushed
Flagstaff city authorities to remove parking from one side of a steep and busy hill, lacking
sidewalks, near his home. This will remain his lasting legacy for the safety of Flagstaff
pedestrians and cyclists.



In 1996 Steve requested and received the transfer of his Friends membership from Chestnut Hill
Meeting to Flagstaff Arizona Meeting. However, because of increasing disability and other
health problems, which were made worse by Flagstaff’s 7000-foot altitude, Steve decided to
move back to the Philadelphia area. He made the move in 1998 to be nearer his Sons and brother.
Joan continued working and living in Flagstaff and later took ajob in Oregon. Steve’s moving
was made possible by many weeks of work from Flagstaff Meeting Friends helping him empty
Joan’s house there for sale.

Back near Philadelphia, efforts by Joan and by Steve’s family in the East to settle him in a
Friends-related retirement community failed because facility staff were unprepared to understand
and serve such a young retiree with problems from brain damage. However long-time
Philadelphia friends of Steve’s arranged a living place for him in a familiar neighborhood and
helped him reconnect socially. This friendly help brought Steve into close relationship with
another person affected by a disability, Linda Gottschling, who has advanced multiple sclerosis.
Her abilities complemented Steve’s needs, while his did the same for her. Steve died suddenly in
Linda’s home on January 17, 2000.
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Attachment 10

Report of the Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns
Intermountain Yearly Meeting in session, June 16, 2000

The Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns reports on its work pursuant to its charge from
the Yearly Meeting (IIvIYM 97-6.2), which reads in part:

“We are aware of the suffering of workers who migrate across the US-Mexican border. We
see the fence, the harassment of migrants, the denial of basic human rights as expressions of
racism, of economic exploitation and of political opportunism. We stand in opposition to these
policies and actions by any government, especially our own. We call upon ourselves and upon

our elected representatives to abandon the rhetoric of scape-goating migrant workers, and to
promote and adopt instead policies of humane treatment. We advocate orderly structures for
regulating trade and labor across our borders, such as adoption and strict adherence to the
environmental and fair labor side agreements of NAFTA.

IMYM hereby forms (IMYM 97-6.3) the Committee of Concern for Migrant and Border
Issues, (which) is charged with:
(a) Continuing to raise our own awareness of border and migrant issues
(b) Promoting on-going attention of the Yearly Meeting to these concerns
(c) Pursuing appropriate avenues of addressing these problems in our border region.”

In pursuit of this charge, the Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns (CMBC) has worked
through and with Monthly Meetings and individuals to identify opportunities for information
exchange and action. At Intermountain YM-2000, the CMBC discussed needs and opportunities
related to conditions along the border affecting migrants. We discussed the Minute from Pima
Monthly Meeting on Problems of Undocumented Foreign Workers. We explored our individual
responsibilities in relation to the exploitation of Mexican workers on both sides of the border.

The CMBC adopted mechanisms for improved communication among its members, LMYM
members and Monthly Meetings, and Quaker organizations including AFSC, QUNO, and FCNL.

CMBC also took steps to organize educational border trips for IMYM and related organizations

through BorderLinks. The CMBC requests that IMYM allocate $2000 to sponsor one adult and
one young Friend from each of the four regional meetings for these IMYM-CMBC-BorderLinds

trips.

Further, CMBC proposes to IIvIYM its adoption of the following Minute:
(The minute was revised through discussion in Meetingfor Worshipfor Business and appears as
IMYM 00-17)
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Attachment 11

FRIENDS WORLD COMMiTTEE FOR CONSULTATION

4 Byng Place

London WC1E 7LE, UK

13 June 2000

Ted Church, Clerk

Intermountain Yearly Meeting

via Nancy Dolphin by e-mail

Dear Friends of Intermountain Yearly Meeting,

As you gather for your annual sessions at Fort Lewis College, we send our loving greetings to
you all, with our prayers that you may experience the divine Spirit and the living Christ and in
everything you do together at this time.

Excitement is building in this office as we prepare to meet Friends at the 20th FWCC Triennial
from 22-30 July in New Hampshire. A Triennial is a special time when we come from our
various traditions and homes, and learn from our Friends about the riches God has given them.
The theme of the 20th Triennial is:

Friends: a people called to listen, gathered to seek, sent forth to serve.

In the Triennial study booklet fourteen Friends reflect on this theme, and each short essay is
accompanied by questions for consideration. We warmly commend this booklet to Friends
everywhere, to study individually or in groups as a way of identifying with the life of the
Triennial. Please support and encourage the representatives who will be attending from your
Yearly Meeting, and pray for the Triennial as it takes place. In particular, we invite you to hold
Friends worldwide in your care during your times of worship on the two Sundays of the
Triennial, 23 and 30 July. “This is my command: love each other.” (John 15:17)

We are happy to receive epistles and news from your gatherings.

Grace and peace to you.

Your Friends,

Elizabeth Duke, General Secretary

Annis Bleeke, Associate Secretary
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Attachment 12

FWCC Fundraising
Brad Hathaway in Mattapoisett (MA) Monthly Meeting collects
and sells stamps to benefit FWCC and related programs. He
collects used postage stamps, especially commemorative or
picture stamps. Mint (unused) stamps are also okay. They need
to be cut from the envelopes with sharp scissors; please cut far
enough away from the stamp to avoid damaging the
perforations. (Tom, stained, clipped, or otherwise damaged
stamps have no resale value). Send batches of stamps to:

Quaker Missions
P0 Box 795
Mattapoisett, MA 02739

Please use commemorative stamps on the package so they can
also be used.

NOTE 1: Top Hat H stamps, Flag over Porch, and Flag over
City, cannot be resold. There IS a market for Flag over
Chalkboard stamps.

NOTE 2: As of March 2000, $6,7500.00 has been raised this
way. It has gone to FWCC general budget, and to special
projects, such as Right Sharing of World Resources and several
individual assistance projects that have been raising money
through FWCC.

.3:3



Attachment 13

EPISTLE FROM JUNIOR YEARLY MEETING

Dear Fellow Quakers,

We, JYM at IMYM, had a very good time and we liked

especially Creativity night with our play (“There’s no place

like home”), games and meeting new friends. Field trips

were also fun, especially the trip to Junction Creek.

We sang songs at the Memorial Service for people who

have died on the Mexican border (‘De colores’ and ‘Paz y

Libertad’). We encourage you to be concerned about this.

Your friends

At JYM
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Attachment 14

EPISTLE FROM JUNIOR YOUNG FRIENDS

During the JYF’s time together it was fun and boring. In our
free time we played fusball and pool.

One of the first things we did was to draw or trace our
shadows while standing in our favorite positions. We also made
clay pots and sculptures. We had planned to fire them in the
fireplace, but we never got the chance. We also had a great time
attacking the SYF with water balloons. We also participated in a
workshop given by Siivi Lutter about Peer Mediation.

Soon we were on our way to Endaba. While at Endaba we
boated, played pool and stayed up late. Also at Endaba we
played a game directed by Danielle Short, called Star Power, an
AFSC game meant to help us understand power. It brought
across many feelings. Once back from our trip, we went directly
to Escalante/Palmer to tie dye. Later that day we planned our skit
for creativity night. At Endaba we appointed representatives:
Hattie from Utah, Jenny from Colorado, and Casey from Arizona.
Our clerk for next year will be Siivi. All in all we had a great year
at IMYM in JYF.

Thank you.
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Attachment 15

SENIOR YOUNG FRIENDS

EPISTLE 2000

Dear Friends,

Despite a suggestion that ‘Alice’s Restaurant’ sums up our experiences at
Intermountain Yearly Meeting this year, we feel moved to share an account of Senior
Young Friends’ activities with you. Some SYF’s felt this IMYM had less spiritual depth
than past years, due to a general need to be in a safe, supportive, relaxed environment.
This need was based on many hardships and transitions experienced by the majority of
the SYF’s during the past year. Though this IMYM did not bring significant spiritual
exploration or growth for some, it was a week of fun, healing, and rejuvenation of the
soul.

We spent this IMYM enjoying games of Ultimate Frisbee, mud wrestling, pool,
ping pong, and midnight soccer. SYF’s also led interest groups on Child Soldiers,
Conflict in Schools, and Spirituality. We were successful in bridging the gap between
ourselves and the adult Yearly Meeting through two of our discussions, in which their
thoughts challenged us and offered new perspectives. We continued our interactions
with the adults during Intergenerational Worship Sharings. As in past years, SYF’s led
Intergenerational Worship Sharings, raising such issues as being present where you are
(the theme of this year’s IMYM). In addition to Intergenerational Worship Sharings, we
especially enjoyed our own SYF Worship Sharing groups. Perhaps this year’s greatest
surprise was an enhanced appreciation of business meetings thanks to our new clerks,
the Andrews. We were also shocked when 10 of our 42 SYF’s were struck down by a
volatile illness leaving us all wary of the cafeteria food. This unfortunate phenomenon
did not stop us from gorging on our own snacks, from crackers to the pizza we ordered
for our camp “in”.

Our lack of depth did not inhibit feeling centered in worship or reaching
consensus when choosing Eliza Kretzmann and Karl Von Hoyningen-Huene as our new
FAP’s (Friendly Adult Presences).

A portion of SYF’ performed a stunning rendition of “The Quaker of Oz” for
creativity night. Our true talent shone through with singing “Be in the place where you
are”, a parody of REM’s “stand”.

We ended our time here with a midnight Meeting for Worship on the rim of the
mesa, which brought us closer together as a group.

In the Light,

The IMYM Senior Young Friends
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Why go to IMYM? What do you do there?
Sung to, “knick nack patty wack give your dog a bone.”

All us Friends want to know
Can we freely come and go?
Can we wander off both near and far
And still be present where we are?

That depends it seems to me
On where it is we want to be.
Is it just a place we want to find
Or do we seek a state of mind?

Some at night, you can guess who.
Talk or play past one or two.
When morning comes each one of them is led

To hit the sack and look like dead.

Loyal Friends sacrifice,
Do what’s right despite the price.
Sit through Business Meetings as a chore
Even when they are a bore.

Interest Groups are where we learn
How we each can take a turn
Building what we’re sure is good and true;
But when we leave what will we do?

When there is a major talk
Some will simply take a walk.
Others listen ready to be led
Opening the heart and head.

Worship sharing tops the list
For those attenders who insist:
“All of us should have a chance to be
Contributors, including me.”

Worship time we open up
And see what comes to fill the cup.
Will it be a message truly deep?
Or maybe we’ll just fall asleep.

Nourishment is to be sought.
Some just comes and some is bought.
To feed the soul we turn to the divine.
To feed the gut we stand in line. (Please (urn page over)



Some like tents. Some like dorms.
Some like uniques, some like norms.
There’s something here whatever they prefer
For every him and every her.

Time that’s free we can use
To visit friends or have a snooze,
Jump or run or stroll or take a hike,
In fact do anything you like.

All in all it comes to this:
If what we’re looking for is bliss
It won’t be where we’re going or have been.
We have to find it here within.

Martin Cabin - JMI-2OOO
Creativity Night



I

Talk to an Eagle

Above, the eagle seems to freely fly
I question. “Are you present where you are?”
As if in answer, diving from on high,
his talons clutch a prairie dog. How far
removed from freedom! “you’re not free,” I say.
“You’re chained to earth to satisfy your need
for sustenance: high flyer and your prey
enmeshed in nature’s pattern -- food and feed.
So whether you would have it so or no
The present where you are is here.” I too,
as part of nature, cannot help but know
I can’t in freedom make the world anew,

yet I can make it better, I who care,
if only -- where I am -- I stay aware.

Martin Cobin, at IMYM-2000

The ocean waves are crashing with a grating roar
upon the rocks
and I retreat to where the river runs.
The fog invades the land
-- a melancholy cover.
Underneath, I feel the wind and rain
and I’m left hoping, ignorant of when
the sky will clear.
Longingly, I wait,
knowing it will come:
The moon,
the healing light,
the deep peace.
It will come.
The day I die,
It will be calm.

Martin Cobin, IMYM-2000



Design (for Jane Robinson)

Day failing, Jane finds a spray
Often-petaled columbine
Near the stream--a white circle
Ringed by light lavender,
A thrust of yellow pollen
In the middle--faintly bobbing
Among its dainty stems and leaves.
Beside it, mumbling water idly
Runs over brook stones
Glinting in the dusk and chilly air,
Both stream and flower unaware
Of one another, or their own decline
As they vanish, ignorant
How each is fast imprinted
On Jane’s unfading happiness
That she came upon them there.

Phyllis Hoge, 6/22/2000


