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Intermountain Yearly Meeting
of the Religious Society of Friends

Durango, Colorado 6th month, 13th day, 1990

Welcome Gathering.

The yearly meeting gathered in silence for its first session. Seated beside
the clerk was George F. Bear, a handmade teddy bear clothed in authentic

Quaker dress. The bear will be used to raise funds for the Arizona Area of

the American Friends Service Committee.

The clerk of the watching committee read the following epistles:

Epistle of Junior Young Friends at Netherlands Yearly Meeting, 5th month,
1990. Copy-l. (C-l.)
Epistle of children’s groups at Netherlands Yearly Meeting, 5th month,
1990. C-2.

The clerk of the yearly meeting called the yearly meeting roll for the
meeting and worship groups whose members stood in response for their
respective meetings. The following were represented.

Arizona Half yearly meeting
Flagstaff
Phoenix
Pima
Tempe

Colorado General Meeting
Boulder
Ft. Collins
Mountain View
Westside Worship Group

New Mexico Quarterly Meeting
Albuquerque
Cleamlight Worship Group
Cokedale Worship Group
Socorro Worship Group
Durango
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Farmington Worship Group
Gila
Las Cruces
Santa Fe
Los Alamos
Taos

Utah Friends Fellowship
Logan
Salt Lake City
Milan
Richfield Worship Group
Midland

It was noted by the clerk that some Friends were on the grounds but
were not present to respond to the roll call. There was no response for

Cochise, Prescott Worship Group, Grand Valley Worship Group, Western Slope
Worship Group, Colorado Springs, Steamboat Springs Worship Group, Gallup,

Mancos Worship Group, El Paso, Carlsbad Worship Group, and Las Vegas.

The clerk introduced guests as follows.

Kitty Barragato--American Friends Service Committee
Alan Karcher--American Friends Service Committee
Linda Lotz--American Friends Service Committee
Joe VoW--Friends Committee on National Legislation
Marie Parker--Friends World Committee for Consultation
Ellen Gonzales--Mexico City Meeting
Shirley Ruth--Friends Bulletin
Dan Seeger--Friend-in-residence

There were a few announcements including information about our 1990
Doll Project. Ellen Gonzales will leave with a number of dolls for refugee
children reaching Mexico City.

The meeting closed with group singing.

Ariine Hobson and William Hobson
Recording Co -clerks
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Intermountain Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Frieals

Plenary Session 6th month, 14th day, 1990

Friends gathered at 10:30 a.m.

The clerk introduced the keynote speaker, Dan Seeger. She commented
about his rare skill in clerking saying that she hoped she had taken good

lessons from him.

She read the following to preface our opening worship.

Ecclesiasticus, chapter 24, verses 14-47, Jerusalem Bible

Gospel of Luke, chapter 8, verses 10- 17, King James Bible

Following a period of silent worship, our keynote address was offered by
Dan Seeger, Regional Executive Secretary of the American Friends Service
Committee in New York and a member of New York Yearly Meeting.
Speaking on the theme “How do we know?”, he shared with us reflections on
Friend& practices of discernment. He inspired us with a vision of the
relevance of the Quaker way of unity-based decision-making made under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we face the various divisive issues which
are vexing Friends at the end of the twentieth century. He helped us to
renew our faith that in spite of all difficulties it is possible for us as a united
community so to live that our lives pour out teaching like prophecy; that it
is possible to live so that we prepare a place in which future generations can
make their home.

The complete text will be published in the September issue of the Friends
Bulletin.

The address ended and an extended period of silent worship closed the

session.

asL2JL
Arline Hobson and William Hobson

Recording Co-clerks



4

Intermountain Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends

Business Session I 6th month, 14th day, 1990

The meeting gathered in silence at 1:35 p.m.

I. The clerk read a greeting to IMYM from Thomas Taylor, assistant
executive secretary of the Friends World Committee for Consultation and Val

Ferguson expressing a hope that we would all return again to the deep

center.

2. The clerk read a message from Carlsbad Worship Group, now 1 1/2 years
old reporting growth.

3. The clerk of the watching committee read the epistle from Yearly Meeting

of Aotearoa, New Zealand indicating steps taken toward biculturalism which

were not always comfortable. Further, they indicated a deep concern for

reverence for Mother Earth and its corollary of environmental issues, among

other justice issues. C-3.

4. The Continuing Committee report was presented.

5. A Friend expressed concern for business being overlapped by an AFSC

meeting drawing many members out of the business of yearly meeting.

6. The revised IMYM Guide was approved.

7. Pima Meeting sent a minute recommending the beginning of a Faith and

Practice development Continuing Committee had suggested, if approved, a

committee be set up to report to the February 1991 Continuing Committee
its plans for proceeding. Friends approved the concept of developing a Faith
and Practice for IMYM. C-4.

8. The Continuing Committee recommends that the coordinator of the

AFSC/IMYM project be provided health benefits. The Oversight Committee

meets tomorrow and the committee clerk suggests we wait until they report

before discussing the minute. C-5.

9. The Clerk of Continuing Committee discussed Tempo Monthly Meeting’s
minute to consider affiliation with Friends in Unity with Nature.

The request is that monthly meetings weigh the proposal this year and
report to the continuing committee In February of 1991. Further, Continuing

Committee suggests a copy of the organization’s newsletter, Befriending
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Creation. be attached to the IMYM minutes. C-6.
Ted Church indicated that Yearly Meeting had a committee on

environment until 1988 when it was laid down with the suggestion that

monthly meetings carry the concern.
The national organization meets three times annually, usually in

conjunction with other major meetings such as FWCC or Friends’ General

Conference.
Yearly Meeting urges monthly meetings to weigh this broad concern of

unity with nature, giving careful attention to the spirituality of all creatures

and all living things.

10. The issue of AFSC representation on the corporation was presented, but

will be deferred until after AFSC Corporation Committee reports.

11. Ellen Gonzales of Mexico City thanked IMYM for support of the refugee

program. IMYM pays the salary for a social worker interviewing refugees.

She said IMYM had opened their arms to Friends south of the U.S. in Mexico.

Only 15 Quakers are in Mexico City Monthly Meeting and they often feel

lonely.

12. The treasurer presented the past year’s financial report. It was

approved. C-7.

13. The AFSC report was given by our corporation representative from New

Mexico.C-8.
a. The IMYM/AFSC joint project is in place with Cynthia Taylor as

coordinator. Other yearly meetings are following our model.

b. Meetings’ liaison person role is not yet in complete operation,

but therein lies a challenge. The liaison person could be very

helpful in offering nominations for AFSC committees. Bill Gross

is on the nominating committee and he asks IMYM members to

suggest potential nominees for committees be submitted to him

with a paragraph resume.
c. Liaison persons are solicited by AFSC for opinions from their

meetings on given issues and they should channel the meetings’

responses back to AFSC.
d. Liaison persons should assist in recruitment of Quaker

applicants for AFSC staff positions.
e. It is recommended that IMYM representation on the

Corporation be increased.

Unusual openness on the part of AFSC in response to the IMYM
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Committee of Concern was reported.

The Corporation established a committee to examine the
nomination process. A consultation was planned to teview the
affirmative action plan of 1982.

Five specific recommendations to the yearly meeting were
presented as follows:

a. That 11MM continue appointing representatives to serve
on the AFSC Corporation. If the Meeting chooses to nominate
four persons, IMYM would be accountable for travel expenses
for the four to the Annual Corporation Meeting. At present,
AFSC covers travel expenses for the four at large members, and
IMYM covers travel expenses for the two IMYM appointees.

lx That 11MM minute appreciation to AFSC for its
responsiveness to IMYM’s concerns and express the Meeting’s
commitment to continue the process.

c. That IMYM consider linkage between the Joint Services
Project Committee and the IMYM AFSC committee.

d. That IMYM and AFSC continue sponsorship of the Joint
Service Project’s position, seeking to have both IMYM and AFSC
cover all of the expenses, including half-time salary, supplies,
health insurance, travel expenses including insurance, etc.

d. That a budget sufficient to meet these needs be
established. The treasurer might recommend an appropriate
amount.

14. Added representation to the AFSC corporation was considered. There
being no unity the recommendation is carried over to later period for further
discussion.

15. IMYM’s represnetative to AFSC’s Affirmative Action Consultation
reported suggesting a minute asking for more vigorous Quaker recruitment.
Strongly expressed opinions were voiced, but there was no unity.
The minute will be published in tomorrow’s bulletin and consultation will be
carried over to a later meeting. C-9.



Silent worship brought the meeting to a close.

Q_J1 ci-f--2JL.
Arline Hobson and William Hobson

Recording Co-clerks
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Intermountain Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends

Business Session 2 6th month, 15th day, 1990

1. The clerk of the watching committee read the epistle from London Yearly

Meeting which stated that the Religious Society of Friends was not only for

the strong but also for the broken of wing and spirit. It continued to say

“Being broken creates the possibility of new life and may bring unique

insights and the authority to speak about suffering.” They have adopted the

concern for Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation and have learned

that “those who say religion has nothing to do with politics do not know what

religion means.” C- 10.

2. The clerk read several communications.

a. a greeting from Socorro worship group, no member being able to

attend
IMYM this year.

b. Greetings from Asia Bennett, executive secretary of AFSC on behalf of

AFSC.
c. a travelling minute from Ratcliff and Barking monthly meeting in

London for Pat Saunders who carries a concern for the environment. The

monthly meeting dates back to the days of George Fox.

Pat Saunders, when introduced, brought greetings to us from Val

Ferguson in London, executive secretary of FWCC.

3. The minutes of the first business session were read. Corrections were

made and the minutes were approved as corrected.

4. The clerk announced that the registrar will issue a new up-to-date IMYM

directory of attenders. Friends should contact her if they wish to see

anything corrected.

5. The Friends Bulletin , a western Quaker publication for which IMYM

along with other western yearly meetings provides partial funding was

presented by its editor, Shirley Ruth. The Friends’ Bulletin offers

opportunities for exchange of ministry. Howard Brinton was the original

editor. Today, Shirley Ruth is the sole staff.
She thanked us for IMYM’s assistance to her for attending the Triennieal

in Tokyo.
She also challenged us to consider contributing our ministry in brief

statements to be published in the section “Friends for 300 words.” She asked

that we encourage our young people to contribute to the Young Friends page.

She reported further on Quakers in Russia and she called on us to hold
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them in the light.

6. The FWCC report was read. Friends approved the report and
recommendations as follows: C-li.

a. Representatives will be sent to the all Quaker world conference.
Ann Thron and Elaine Emi to the Netherlands, Bill Munyon and Ted Church
(alternate) to the Honduras, and Arline Hobson to Kenya.

b. IMYM urges monthly meetings to study the guide “In Spirit and in
Truth”, preparatory to the all-Quaker conference.

c. Monthly meetings are encouraged to explore the Friend-to-Friend
project.

d. Arline Hobson was named by Arizona to a second 3- year term.

7. The Committee on Aging report was presented by June Viavant which
acknowledged an increasing percentage of aging members of IMYM. They
requested that yearly meeting continue the committee and outlined specific
areas of concern relating to: C- 12.

a. health, b. finance, c. legal issues, d. housing, e. community
involvement, f. transportation.

The clerk read a minute from Phoenix monthly meeting which suggested
laying the committee down.

A minute from Tempo monthly meeting suggested laying the committee
down and leaving the care of older members to the monthly meetings.

We were informed that Flagstaff monthly meeting does not want to lay
the committee down.

One Friend said that she hears a request to release the committee from its
earlier charge but she also hears a need for a new charge for networking
whereby we could continue to learn about the needs of the aging.

Another Friend suggested the committee should add a global perspective
as to what aging is and not focus only on monthly meeting members.

It was further suggested that IMYM should focus yearly meeting
programs on older members as ardently as it focuses on children.

One Friend spoke of his perception of elders as the repositories of wisdom
whose presence was essential to our community. He asks the committee to
concern itself specifically with the accessability for its elders and for those
with differing abilities.

Yearly meeting approved continuation of the committee.
The clerk reminded IMYM that each meeting is expected to appoint a

member to the committee on aging.

8. The Religious Education Committee report was presented.
A newsletter was to be issued regularly to IMYM religious leaders in

monthly meetings but it did not happen. The committee is establishing a
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directory of monthly meeting religious education contacts and plans for a

newsletter this coming year. C- 13.
The regional committee contacts are:

Cynthia Smith-- Utah
Donna Smith -- Arizona
Francis Mueller- - Colorado
David Henicel- - New Mexico

A fifth member will be a resource person on the Cooper scholarship to the

Eariham School of Religion. Each monthly meeting needs a contact person to

receive material from the fifth member.

9. AFSC/IMYM committee asked to defer reporting until later.

10. The Hinshaw Visitor Program was reported through a letter by the

Coordinator. There has been no action this past year. Visitors are probably

available tills comIng year. The coordinator offered to continue as

coordinator if IMYM approved which it did. C- 14.

The meeting closed with silent worship.

-o (j
Arline Hobson and William Hobson

Recording Co-clerics
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Intermountain Yearly Meeting of tile Religious Society of Friends

6th month, 16th day, 1990

Memorial Meeting

Friends gathered on 6th month, 16th day of 1990 at 10:15 am. to

celebrate the life of Martha (Marti) Barrett who died March 16, 1990 at the

age of 48. A member of Mountain View Meeting, she had served as
recording cleric for IMYM. C- 15.

Business Meeting 3

1. The epistle from Australia Yearly Meeting was read. C- 16. It recognized

that both the dark and the light contribute to growth. Australian Friends

have been active in promoting peace and justice in cooperation with other
groups. They call for a compassionate base for all our activities. A message

from Australian Young Friends (30 in number) was read conveying a deep
sense of the need to establish a basic spiritual bond. C- 17.

2. The clerk read a letter from Jack and Ethel Hailer (Co-clerks in 1982-83)

now in San Francisco.

3. Minutes were read. It was noted that Arline Hobsons name should be

added to the FWCC report as a reappointment to FWCC.
Concerns about having the names of discussion participants used in

minutes were expressed. It was approved that names should be deleted.
With those corrections, the minutes were approved.

4. Joe Volk, executive secretary of FCNL and former Peace Education
secretary of AFSC was introduced.

Joe Volk described FCNL, founded to be a witness in Washington, D.C. and

to be effective in creating a better world that respects that of God in every

person.

5. Elizabeth Simon was selected by New Mexico and Alicya Malik by Arizona

to represent us to FCNL for the term lapsing in 1993.

6. The clerk presented the AFSC/IMYM committee recommendations:

a. Friends approved expanding representation to 4 persons to the AFSC

corporation, to be selected regionally, to represent IMYM at large and to be
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approved by IMYM.
Steve Radcliffe was selected by Utah. Nick Moceri was selected by

Arizona. Both were approved.
b. The Yearly Meeting approved a minute of appreciation to AFSC for its

responsiveness to the Committee of Concern and urged it to continue in its

efforts to bind itself to the religious society from which it came.

c. Linkage between AFSC/IMYM and the joint services project

committee was discussed. It was pointed out that the Guide is the basis for.

linkage.
d. Continuation of the joint services project was approved with the

addition of health benefits to be provided for the coordinator.

7. The oversight committee of the joint services project reported and IMYM

acted as follows: C- 18.

a. Full health benefits for the coordinator was approved.

b. The IMYM clerk is authorized to seek a convenor to serve as the

committee’s clerk.
c. IMYM urges monthly meetings to add a line item to their budgets for

support of the project with its probable rise in cost. It was pointed out that

$10.00 per adult member would raise the needed $9000.00 for next year.

Individuals may also contribute directly to the project’s cost which has an

established budget.
d. The recommendation about budget needs for AFSC/IMYM was covered

in an earlier session.

8. The coordinator of the AFSC/IMYM joint project reported on the project’s

progress detailing this summer’s caravan plan. She spoke about plans for

the Christmas work camp Borderlink’s project C- 19.

The meeting closed in silence.

- Cl
Arline Hobson and William Hobson

Recording Co-clerks
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Intermountain Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends

Business Meeting 4 6th month, 16th day, 1990

The meeting opened in silence.

1. The minutes were read, corrected and approved.

2. The nominating committee presented nominations which were approved.
The report is attached. C-2 0.

3. The committee on sufferings reported that no concerns were sent to them
this past year. However, they feel that the committee should be available
and not laid down. Yearly meeting approved. It was noted that several
meetings have yet to name a representative to the committee. C -2 1.

4. The ad hoc committee to enmine possibilities of a western gathering of
all Friends described a November consultation of yearly meeting
representatives to explore the idea. Their closing minute was read,
recommending the gathering to celebrate our heritage and to gain insights.

The gathering would be an open meeting rather than a representative
assembly, hopefully in 1993. We are asked to endorse the gathering and to
appoint a representative to the planning group. Financial support would not
be excessive. This was approved and Nancy Taylor was asked to continue as
a planning representative.

5. The clerk of the finance committee presented a report covering the period
from June of 1986 through 1990, reporting a revised budget for 1990 and a
proposed budget for 1991.

The budget deficit will reduce our surplus of funds.
Continuing committee needs to weigh the budget and determine whether

it should exercise its approval from IMYM to increase assessments and the
yearly meeting registration fee. C-22.

6. The AFSC/IMYM committee report was presented asking for clarity and
for financial support to carry out its charge.

It was indicated that general administrative funds will cover financial
needs.

The report included a proposed letter to the AFSC corporation asking for a
more systematic way of receiving information from and. responding to
Friends. It was approved with an additional sentence to express
appreciation to AFSC and the committee of concern. C-2 3.
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7. The minute asking for AFSC to establish a plan for recruiting Quakers to
staff was brought back to IMYM. Discussion hinged on major organizational
needs for change, the minute being only a “patch-up” approach. This change
seemed too ominous a challenge to discuss this session.

We learned that, responding to Quakers, the corporation has set up a
committee to review the nomination procedure.

There was considerable sharing of values and information about
testimonies with respect to the dignity of all persons on AFSC staff and with
respect to our personal lives in service.

There was no unity and the discussion closed with the awareness that
there was no unity with respect to the proposed minute.

Friends approved having Bill Gross carry the amended minute to the
corporation for discussion. C-24.

8. Discussion about the liaisons suggested that they would carry concerns
such as the minute expressed to the monthly meetings for discussion. In
turn, minutes can originate in monthly meetings to be brought to IMYM.

The meeting approved of Carl WaIlen sending out a paper to monthly
meeting expressing concerns to be discussed in monthly meetings.. A Friend
remarked that anyone who chooses can also do so.

9. The registrar reported on Yearly Meeting attendance. The report is
attached. C-25.

10. The clerk thanked the registrars for their dedicated work and to
everyone who worked to make yearly meeting a success. The clerk was, in
turn, thanked by the meeting.

The meeting closed in silence.

-+- €
Arline Hobson and William Hobson

Recording Co-clerks
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Intermountain Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends

Business Session 5 6th month, 17th day, 1990

Following a period of silent worship the following suggested minute was read
and approved. It will be fonA,arded to Leanore Goodenow at her home.

The first clerk of this gathering when it became
a yearly meeting was Leanore Goodenow. The year
was 1975. Leanore left yesterday but we would
like to honor her and remember her many
contributions to this yearly meeting.

Leanore was raised a Friend and was the Director
of Scattergood School for 24 years. When she retired
from that job she took on the Colorado State
Legislature and shook up the Colorado prison system
which she is still doing to this day.

She plans to move to Foulkeways, a Friends’
retirement center in Pennsylvania soon as she will
be 86 next month. She kept us on our toes in
assuring the widest participation of everyone in
yearly meeting. She will be missed in Colorado and
in IMYM.

Our best wishes and prayers go with her as she
embarks on a new life in a new home.

I. The clerk of the watching committee presented an epistle/report. With

several minor suggestions, it was approved. C-2 6.

2. Junior Young Friends reported on their yearly meeting activities.

3. The coordinator of Junior Yearly Meeting reported. C-2 7.

Yearly meeting closed with a deeply gathered meeting for worship.

The senior Young Friends epistle (C-.28) was submitted to the clerk after the
business session as was the worship sharing report. C-2 9.
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r1ine Hotson and William Hobson
Recording Co_c1eri’c:


