
THIRD ANNUAL
INTERMOUNTAIN FRIENDS FELLOWSH

HELD AT GHOST RANCH, ABIQUIU, NEW MEXICO

JUNE 1971
General Session 1- June 11

This morning session began with a brief period of silent waiting.

Opening Business

Chester McQueary of the AFSC office in Denver and Craig Simpson of the War
Resisters were introduced.

Treasurer Ted Church reported that registration just covered the amount due Ghost
Ranch though a printing bill of $23 remained to be covered. Contributions through
the Fellowship to help replace the Ranch’s former subsidy were acknowledged. Then
as Clerk of New Mexico Quarterly Meeting, he welcomed the gathering to New Mexico.

Mothers of children under four were invited to co-operative baby sitting to facilitate
attendance at the general sessions.

Concerns

Marian Hoge, Clerk of the Fellowship, gave us the agenda: presentation of individual
and meeting concerns.

The War and the Draft - Two items

These began with information on how we might still reach our Senators by telephone before
the final vote on the McGovern-Hatfield amendment next week. All people interested in
draft counseling were offered an opportunity to meet later with Chester McQueary.

Pre-trial Release for Poor Under Arrest

Concern for equal justice has led Pima Meeting to take the first steps toward getting re
lease on their own recognizance for the poor who cannot post bond when arrested.

Youth and Attenders Searching

Young people who are searching are often searching for us- fcr the silence and meditation
in our meetings for worship though “many do not know anyone may attend Friends meeting”
and it is important to help their search for the Lord” without pushing or proselytizing. We
must remember to reach out to newcomers and attenders whatever the size of our meetings.

Our lives should attract people though we may have to plan to get them to their first meeting’
and to keep them coming. Some things to try are a series of connected dialog groups, using
AFSC travelers as speakers, holding midweek meetings to look into subjects that outsiders
and Friends wish mutually to explore, for example parapsychology (Spiritual Frontiers Fel
lowship of Evansville, Ill.) Our efforts will not always be successful, but sharing our mistak
in the right spirit can enlist the help of others to the strengthening of our meetings.

In this light Ed Sanders spoke of Orange Grove’s experience with giving sanctuary to men
“leaving’ the armed services, a devisive, almost disastrous experience which in the long
run stimulated the life and outreach of the meeting through involvement of outsiders in the
day-to-day work of maintaining the men in sanctuary. When Peace House became the sanctuar
the Inquirers Group set up two series of 10 Sunday evening meetings to learn about Quakerisn
Orange Grove, at their request, supplied from the membership”answerers” who could give
some answers but who’hesitate to answer dogmatically because we are still seekers.”
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Ed also spoke of the “great wind blowing regarding our faith. The St. Louis Conference echo
runs along lines of faith and practice. What is essential in our faith? our ministry?”

Meaning of Membership

On the subject of membership, Ruth Hatcher asked, “Is it a matter of the little paper and the
words put down, or is it a matter of the spirit?”

Attenders and members- we should share the spontaneous and natural reflection of joy over
our findings and remember that our responsibilities vary. Some meetings ask attenders to
work on committees and take part in meetings for business so that their eyes may be opened
to Quaker ways and principles,

Asking for membership usually comes from the attender’s desire to commit himself and to
show his commitment; However, to outsiders the name Quaker or Christian may imply that
one has arrived rather than that one is striving to be what the name means.

A non-Quaker spoke of Elton Trueblood’s constantly raising questions regarding commitment,
group discipline, and responsibility. Then he asked, “Why are Friends so concerned about
their identity? Why is it so important?”

A Friend reminded us that”Friends started as a movement of mystical seekers” and that
“suffering” necessitated some organization to relieve these sufferings and supply schools
for boys and girls alike. She also spoke of her responsibility as an individual Friend”to wear
a certain number of hair shirts and keep a loving spirit.”

We have a responsibility to work for justice, for the Kingdom. Also we should be members
though we find it hard to... . become members in actuality of the Spirit. We are members of
an imperfect community facing the problems of today: peace, war, sex, drugs, and justice.

Others said that membership should be what people want it to be, or it should he simply a re
cognition of a condition which has developed which has 1eveloped between a group and a person.
We are a Society of Friends, and the Friends World Committee has tried to describe (in a re
cent brochure)all the varieties of Friends so that we may better understand ourselves in the
world community of Friends. One thought Religious is a necessary part of the Society’s title.

After a short silence the group broke into smaller units for particularized consideration of
draft counseling, communication and easing of tensions, and problems of the environment.

Attenders total 131.

General Session 11 - June 11, 1971

Opening Business

Friends opened the session with silence. Then the rough notes of the previous session were
read and some corrections suggested. These suggestions have been followed in the minutes
as now presented.

Friends Committee on National Legislation

Leanore Goodenow spoke of the Friends Committee on National Legislation and its service to
the nation in presenting Quaker-oriented views, concerns, and hopes to others. She pointed
out the reliance of the State Department and other members of the government on FCNL help,
as when President Nixon used material from”Peace in the Middle East” in a recent speech.

She reminded us of the Committee’s deep commitment to Quaker ideals and its growing finan
cial needs, some of which have recently been met by a voluntary cut in salaries; also of the
ways we can help by direct contributions either as individuals or as meetings.

Will We Meet Again?

Marian Hoge asked us to consider as topics for Saturday’s general session:
(continued)
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1. Will we meet again after this conference?
2. Will Intermountain Friends Fellowship by meeting annually replace

the Missouri Valley Conference or other Yearly Meetings
OR

Do we want to keep dual affiliations?
3. If we continue our annual meetings, we will need some organization

and officers. What should these be?

She suggested that we discuss these questions privately before we come to the general
session in the morning.

Concerns

Friends, the Environment, and Human Resources

When the group began its general discussion of concerns, we heard that George Fox’s exper
ience at Pendle Hill was an inner experience of a universally available spiritual source which
he set about sharing as an answer to others who were seekers. Since the Source is universal,
organization exists mainly to put the seekers hand in the hand of the Source.

A somber note entered our deliberationK with the subject of man’s possible future on our pol
luted planet, and Friends were reminded of the need for group action and the sacrifices we
may have to make to save this earth and humanity on it.

Because of the non-hierarchical organization of Friends, our answers speak for our individual
beliefs, and we must realize the implications of the political activities necessary to save the
environment. We must also realize that the costs of power and other consumable resources
should be met by the consumers, not by society at large.

V/e must seek to use alternatives to the exhaustible fossil fuels, water, and minerals we now

C exploit. This calls for -redirection of or new efforts in research and will require our prodding
the authorities to get anything effective done.

A young Friend spoke of the interdependence of all human beings and the effects of alienation
and the misuse of economic and human resources upon us and upon others of all nations, class
es, and capacities. We must change our life style or expect more wars of the vietNam type.

A more cherfu]. note came in the comment that “there are many of us who are willing to change
our life styles and to do a lot of things the way Grandma did, and our young folks are showing
us the way.”

Plans for Friday evening include some and-war films which will follow group folk singing with
Jennie Vincent. Plans for Saturday evening call for folk dancing and a Peace Movement Film.

General Session 111 - June 12

Opening Business

The meeting began with silent worship. The minutes of the preceding meetings were read.

We Will Meet Again

Responses to the specific questions posed by our clerk received the following answers:

Minute

1. We wish to continue the Fellowship and to return to Ghost Ranch in 1972.
2. The officers necessary to continue the organization are a Treasurer and a Cleric.
3. Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting shall name these two officers and the meeting or

meetings to take charge of registration and planning the program.
4. The dates J une 8 to 11 inclusive are the first choice; June 15 through 18, the

second choice.
5. It is possible that a Yearly Meeting will emerge from the Fellowship, but we will

need time to make the change. As now envisioned, constituent meetings would be
from Colorado, Utah, New Mexico and Arizona.

(continued)
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Organization Explored

Dorothy Aldrich favors a permanent area organization as both logical anu right.

Suggestions to improve communication among local meetings in the Fellowship include (1)
Committees of Correspondence concerned with such matters of interest as the Four Corners
pollution problem, migrants and minorities, draft counseling, etc. (2) interisittion with
the help of a fund to enable Friends to travel whether in simple religiously oriented friendly
visitation or on behalf of a meeting or because of an individual, approved concern (3) ex
change of monthly newsletters of the constftuant meetings, a duty involving upon the clerks of
the meetings (4) by fuller, more frequent exchange of letters among individual members.

Long range aims suggest the need for a fund to assist tax resisters and people in the resist
ance and other sacrifice or risk positions. Any treasury surplus might be used for the nu
cleus of such a fund, although it might be used for operating expenses of the Fellowship for
next year.

We should y to expand and develop community among Quakers, peace folk, draft resisters,
etc. and support those who share Quaker views.

Ghost Ranch Subsidy Partially Offset

The Ranch remains under the direction of the Board of Christian Education of the United Pres
byterian Church, and Ted Church, our Treasurer, has received thanics for Mountain View’s,
Pi, a’s and Phoenix’s generous subsidy contributions. He reports that all bills to the Ranch
have been paid.

Plans for Sunday

On First Day the Fellowship-Worship groups that wish to will meet at 8:30. The final General
Session will take place in the Pavilion at 9:30. Meeting for Worship will be held in Convocation

“_- Hall at 10:45. Lunch (which will be a Dinner) at 12:15 as usual.

General Session IV - June 12

Business

Minute:
Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting has appointed Flagstaff Meeting to handle the business
and registrations for the Fourth Annual Intcrmountain Friends Fellowship at
Ghost Ranch. Phoenix Meeting will plan the program.

Dispersement into Small Groups

The General Session dispersed into groups for discussion cf the Four Corners power devel
opment and environmental problems; communications and easing of tensions; and draft coun
seling and war resistance.

General Session V - June 13

Opening Worship

The session began with a short period of worship.

Report from the Group DiscussinEnvironment

Leonard Storm then reported that the group which discussed the Four Corners and environ
mental problems recommends working

1. with local legislators toward air standards similar to California’s.
2. against creating further power demands by promotional advertising.
3. for holding unit prices for power the same for all users or increasing unit cost

as consumption increases
4. with the press to help spread honest information and to counter unrealistic plans

such as the proposed power plant “moratorium.”
(continued)



(continued)
The session encouragect the group to form a statement that could be given the Press expressing
the concern of the Fellowship for the Four Corners situation. (A Press release was presentect
and agreed by the session while at lunch. A copy is attached to these minutes.)

Report from the Group on Commumcation ana Easing of Tensions

Mary Booth reported for the Communication and Easing of Tensions group that Friends served
usefully as observers in the Nevada Welfare Rights Organization demonstration. In Boulder,
Friends helpeci with the prompt settting up of communications centers, crisis intervention, a
free school, a clinic, and reparations, all of which measures greatly eased tensions between
“the Hill” business people and the hippie and street people there.

Taos ‘s experience with various levels of hippie culture points to a neeci for education for peace
from a chilcs earliest years, respect for the feelings of other people, and the furthering of
justice, this last possibly meaning more in the long run than “love” and “kindness.” /e must
deliberately make opportunities to let divergent groups come to know each other through work
ing, sweating, playing, and eating together.

Pacific Yearly Meeting: New Approaches and An Invitation

Ed Sanders as Clerk of Pacific Yearly Meeting spoke of the identity crisis the YM is going
through. This year’s sessions will be held at Willamette University at Salem, Oregon, August
(7) 8-12. With over 2,000 members, attendance ranges from 900 to 1,000. This massive
attendance has created problems in the past which new registration procedures, handled
through the constituent monthly meetings, should eliminate. Strong efforts will be made to
give emphasis to the monthly meetings as the creators rather than the creatures of the YM.
Also, emphasis will be placed on a clearer conception of PYM itself and its future development.

He contemplates new, smaller yearly meetings springing from PYM as a happy prospect. He
named some of the activities, subjects, and speakers to be expected this year at Salem.

Closing

The session concluded with thanks to Ted Church and Marian Hoge for their services as
Treasurer and Clerk. Thanks were also given the recorder.

Meeting adjourned to meet again at Ghost Ranch on June 8-11, 1972.

Meeting for Worship at Convocation Hall closed the formal activities of the Fellowship
for this year.

In peace and love,

Mary C. Campbell, Recorder

Attachments:
a) List of Registrants and their Meetings/Worship Groups
b) Clerks of Meetings and Contacts in Worship Groups (with addresses)
c) Financial Statement (26 June 1971)
d) Press Release - Four Corners situation



INTERMOt.JNTAIN FRIENDS FELLOWSHIP

26 June 1971

Summary - Financial Statement:
Income Cutgo Balance

Registration Account 81. 12 53. 12 28. 00
Ghost Ranch Fees 2, 482. 84 2, 494. 66 (11. 82)
Contributions to Ghost Ranch 467. 93 468. 93 (1. 00)
Miscellaneous Account 30.00 39.88 (9.88)

Total (as of 26 June) 3,061.89 3,056.59 5.30

Note: Potential Expenses
Printing and distribution of minutes

Potential Income
New Mexico Quarterly Meeting (up to $70. 00)

* * * * * *

Specific Accounts - Summary Income Outgo Balance

Registration Account
Registration Fees 66.00
Contributions to the Fellowship 15. 12
Sanders - Ranch Fee 23. 12
Vincent - Dinner 2. 25
Medrud - refund 1.00
Hintz/Snyder deficit 1. 62
Vincent - honorarium 25.00

Totals 81.12 53.12 28.00

Ghost Ranch Fees
Receipts 2,482.84

Refunds 221.51
Ghost Ranch Charges

________

2, 273. 15

_________

Totals 2,482.84 2,494.66 (11.82)

Contributions to Ghost Ranch
Receipts 467. 93

Refund-Richards 31. 00
to Ghost Ranch

________

437. 93

___________

467.93 468.93 (1.00)

MissceUaneous Account
Mimeographing, (reg., agendas, etc.) 37.80
rubberstamp 2.08

Contribution from Albuquerque Monthly Meeting
30.00

_________

30. 00 39. 88 (9. 88)



FOR IMMEDLATE RELEASE

At the Intermountain Conference of the Religious Society
of Friends (Quakers) held at Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, New Mexico,
June 10 - L3, with some 150 persons attending, a consensus was
reached with regard to concern for the strip mining damage and
air pollution resulting from the power plant complex in the Four
Corners region.

The Conference questioned the need for the generating of
more power at present in this particular region, and for the
building of more plants of the present design, since the power
will not be used in this area, but in California where such
plants are banned by law.

It called for thorough-going honesty on the part of the
power companies in the representation of their needs and plans.

The group expressed grave concern for the damage done to
the land at Black Mesa, and to the air of the intermountain
states (Arizona, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico) from which
they came. It also suggested that individuals reduce their con
sumption of electricity by not using such devices as electric tooth
brushes and can-openers, and that commercial firms abandon
their use of large flashing signs.

(Each meeting named a local contact with phone
number.)


