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Intennountain Yearly Meeting
2 July 2000

Regional, Monthly and Preparative Meetings and Worship Groups

Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting
Flagstaff Monthly Meeting

Prescott Worship Group
Phoenix Monthly Meeting
Pima Monthly Meeting (Tucson)

Cascabel Preparative Meeting (via Benson)
Cochise Worship Group (McNeal)

Tempe Monthly Meeting

Colorado Regional Meeting
Boulder Monthly Meeting
Colorado Springs Monthly Meeting
Fort Collins Monthly Meeting
Mountain View Monthly Meeting (Denver)

Westside Worship Group (Lakewood)

Utah Friends Fellowship
Logan Monthly Meeting
Salt Lake City Monthly Meeting

Moab Worship Group

For addresses and contacts see the
Directoiy of Western Friends

(Quaker) Meetings and Organizations,
FRiENDS BULLETIN, January 2000

New Mexico Regional Meeting
Albuquerque Monthly Meeting

ClearLight Worship Group (Taos)
Gallup Worship Group
Lambs Community Worship Group (Trinidad)
Socorro Worship Group
West Amarillo Meeting for Worship

Durango Monthly Meeting
Farmington Worship Group
Mancos Valley Worship Group

El Paso Monthly Meeting
Gila Monthly Meeting
Las Cruces Monthly Meeting

Carlsbad Worship Group (aka SE New Mexico WGrp)
Hillsboro Worship Group

Santa Fe Monthly Meeting
Chamisa Preparative Meeting (inactive)
Las Vegas Worship Group
Los Alamos Worship Group



State of the Society Reports - 2000

Monthly Meetings in
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Pima Monthly Meeting
Tempe Monthly Meeting
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Fort Collins Friends Meeting
Mountain View Friends Meeting

New Mexico Regional Meeting

Albuquerque Monthly Meeting
Durango Friends Meeting
El Paso Monthly Meeting

Las Cruces Monthly Meeting
Santa Fe Monthly Meeting

Gila Friends Meeting

Utah Friends Fellowship

Logan Monthly Meeting
Salt Lake City Monthly Meeting

incL Moab Worship Group



State of the Meeting Report, February 2000

Flagstaff Monthly Meeting

It has been another good year for Flagstaff Monthly Meeting with a stable membership of

about 30 with the loss and addition of new attenders. One of our members who moved back to

Philadelphia last year died this January. In February, we lost a long time member of our Meeting.

One member has withdrawn from the Religious Society of Friends and our Meeting. Our Meeting

had one marriage and one marriage oversight for a couple from an out-of-state meeting. On First

Days we have 20-3 0 members and attenders present at the meeting for worship. The previous

Clerk has stepped down and a new Clerk is presiding at our Meeting.

This year we have had several families bring their children to First Day School on a regular

basis The Education Committee has tried several models to involve the adults & children, with

some success. In the recent past we have had mostly boys in First Day School. Now we have

mostly girls. Adult education had a Fall Session of Quakerism 101. We will begin the Friendly

Bible Study in March.

Ministry and Oversight Committee has been functioning for a year. The Clerk of the

Committee has changed. Three members of M & 0 traveled to Prescott Worship Group, as they

are a worship group under the care of our meeting. The Prescott Worship Group continues to

meet monthly in private homes.

The Building Committee has finally received the permit from the City to begin renovations

on the meetinghouse to improve its handicap accessibility. We are excited and daunted by the

work ahead. Work begins on the bathroom in March, with the outside work to be completed later

in the spring as the weather allows.

Our members continue to be involved with the wider network of Friends through

representation to the area committees to AFSC; Yearly and Half-Yearly Meetings; the Faith and

Practice Committee for Inter-Mountain Yearly Meeting; and a liaison for information from

Friends Committee on National Legislation.

Many members and attenders are active in the Quaker and Flagstaff community. Members

have been involved in prison visitation at the state prison in Winslow and in providing

representation at the state Clemency Board. We joined other Quakers from around the state and

California for a barbecue and art gathering at the ranch of Jim Turrell. It was great fun

Fellowship, discussions, garden (summer) and library (winter) work and spiritual issues

have been shared Wednesday evenings when the meetinghouse is opened for members, attenders

and visitors. Six years of the Searching in the Light column from our newsletter were gathered

together by the newsletter editors and published by the Meeting. We have begun a bimonthly

social gathering called Friendly Nines. Other fellowship and spiritual gatherings included a

presentation of the life of Emma Lee by Bonnie Brune, the annual summer bike ride and a

Christmas Eve candlelight worship service. In addition, we are looking forward to the return of

Mary Minor who is presently living in Albuquerque.
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State of the Meeting Report of June 2000

Phoenix Monthly Meeting
of the Religious Society of Friends

During this past year Phoenix Friends focused their attention and considerable efforts on
consideration of those circumstances, both internal and external, that contribute to the quality of
meeting for worship. Feelings and thoughts about local traditions and members’ experiences were
generously shared. This sharing led, in many cases, to a deeper understanding of what objects and
customs our Meeting’s members and attenders hold dear. Through a process of research and
Meeting self-education many of us discovered that the issues before us regarding conditions that
invite centered worship have been the source of vigorous discussion and determined writings
throughout the Quaker generations. The works of George Fox, Rufus Jones, Barry Morley, and
other contemporary authors, as well as the Faith and Practice of several Yearly Meetings were
carefully examined. Together we began and continue to develop a shared sense of the conditions
and practices that have led others to experience meeting for worship fully. We continue to strive
to prepare ourselves and our meetinghouse in a manner that is conducive to allowing the Light
within us to be experienced among us.

a:\phnx.wpd
tsc22mayOO



State of the Meeting Report of March 2000

Pima Monthly Meeting

Pima Monthly Meeting spent a busy year seeking to strengthen its community and reaffirm its
Quaker identity. It has been blessed by the committed work of many members of our community
who have sought ways to bring us together for a variety of gatherings to that end.
Gathering the Spirit

Two years ago, a Retreat Planning Subcommittee of Ministry and Oversight was created. The
subcommittee’s labors have enriched the spiritual life of our Meeting this year, most especially
through a well-attended Meeting retreat held the weekend ofJanuary 29-30, 2000 led by Margerv
Post Abbott. The subject of this retreat was “Peace-Makers, Evangelists, Mystics and Prophets: The
Varied Ways Friends See Our \Vitness to the World.’ The subcommittee also arranged a Meeting
retreat the weekend of April 16-17, 1999 led by Adolfo Quezada with the theme of’Living in
God’s Grace”.

A number of Meeting gatherings this year arose out of our continuing effort to keep a spiritual
focus in Meeting for Worship for Business. Meeting held two threshing sessions and one gathering
for committee clerks that focused on Friends’ way of conducting business and how it can
contribute to creating a sense of community in our Meeting.
Special Guests

In August Lillian Hall, daughter of co-clerk Wini Hall, spoke at the meetinghouse about her
work in Nicaragua for Pro-Nica, a service project of Southeastern Yearly Meeting. She also spoke
at length about the impact of Hurricane Mitch on Nicaragua’s infrastructure. Gordon Hirabayashi,
a Quaker and conscientious objector who refused to be evacuated during World War II, spoke at
a Meeting gathering in early November about his experiences in a prison work-camp on Mt.
Lemmon which was re-named in his honor that same day. Lena Amanti, a Friends Committee on
National Legislation (FCNL) legislative assistant and member of our Meeting, spoke after worship
on January 2, 2000 about the structure and work of FCNL.
Deepening Our Faith

A Quaker studies series last fall provided another opportunity for Pima Friends to come
together to deepen their knowledge of our faith. The parent group, which began meeting last year
on fourth Sundays, provides parents of young children an opportunity to share thoughts and
reflections on raising children with Quaker values. The Saturday after Thanksgiving, an
intergenerational gift-making gathering took place at the meetinghouse that focused on maintaining
simplicity during the holiday season. Our Friendly Opportunities committee has remained active
as well in its efforts to foster intergenerational gatherings. They organized Meeting Halloween and
Thanksgiving activities.

Pima Monthly Meeting continues to hold Meeting for Worship three times a week. The early
Meeting for Worship at 8:15 a.m. on Sundays has become a well-established part of the spiritual
life of our Meeting. This Meeting is followed by a 10 a.m. Meeting for Worship and there is an

additional Meeting on Wednesday mornings, as well.
Our Membership

Pima Meeting regrets to report the death of three of its members this year: Ann Gross, Joyce
Deters and Ruth Simicin. The total number of our membership now stands at 95, which includes
six new members this year: Barbara Bixby, Maree Teller, Joseph Teller, Caro! Schaedler, Lena
Amanti and Jim Slingluff.



Of the two worship groups under the care of Pima Meeting, one, the Bisbee Worship Group,
was laid down this year. The Cascabel Worship Group thrives with Meetings for Worship twice a
month and reading/discussion meetings the other First Days.
Ministry and Oversight

Ministry and Oversight Committee again held a committee retreat this year, reflecting the belief
that its members need to nurture their personal spiritual growth. M&O continues to work with our
Pastoral Care Subcommittee, which is exploring how best to support members in need. Because
our Faith and Practice states that M&O Comnuttee should ‘become acquainted with Meeting
members, visit them in their homes, if possible, and maintain contact with all members and
attenders in a spirit of affectionate interest and loving care,” M&O is seeking to get in touch and/or
meet with all members and attenders in our directory to become better acquainted with them and
seek after their welfare.
First Day School

Ministry and Oversight Committee recognizes that our Meeting needs to increase its
involvement with our younger members. We are heartened to note that non-parents have been
involved with First Day activities that year. In order to strengthen Meetings’ relationship with its
younger members a bulletin board in the Meeting room has been dedicated to the First Day
School and now has photos of many of its members. We are grateful to our active and expanding
First Day School for its inspired performance of a Christmas play at our annual Christmas party.
Within the Meeting

We now have a well-functioning Hospitality Committee overseeing and coordinating volunteers
from Meeting. We continue to offer hospitality to homeless people monthly during the winter,
although Pima Meeting is struggling with how best to respond to the presence of Teresa, who
makes her home under our back stairs.

Peace and Social Concerns Committee changed its name to Peace and Social Order this year.
Meeting approved a minute introduced by this committee, written and sent in support of those
who traveled to Georgia in November to demonstrate for the closure of the School of the
Arnencas.

Pima Monthly Meeting had twenty-eight members present at Intermrnmtain Yearly Meeting
this pastJune, despite the fact that we must travel a great distance to attend.

This year’s Christmas party was held at Northwest Friends Church. We are heartened at this
step in making connections with other Friends’ groups. A number of our Meeting’s members
continue to meet and dialogue with members of Northwest Friends Church.

Currently we are rebuilding the foundation of our meetinghouse, which has been eaten away
over time. We see this rebuilding as symbolic of the work we’ve done this year, and will continue
to do, to ground ourselves more deeply in our faith.
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State of Society Report as of March 2000

TEMPE MONTHLY MEETING
of the Religious Society of Friends

The last year was a time of sharing our spirituality, caring for our infirm and exploring the nature
of our Religious Society. The Tempe Meeting hosted the Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting in March
1999 with a theme of sharing our artistic talents. By experiencing each others poetry, visual arts,
music and creative writing we enriched our understandings of the Meeting’s collective spirituality.

The abrupt resignation of one of our families led to a threshing session about the expectations of
the Meeting. As the Spirit moved among the persons present, the threshing session transformed
into Worship Sharing, which resulted in an affirmation of our spiritual community.

Several book discussions explored the depth and breadth of our spiritual practices. Two books in
particular, Patricia Loring’s, “Listening Spirituality” and Lloyd Lee Wilson’s, “Essays on the
Quaker Vision of Gospel Order” were discussed at length. Also, Friend Wilson came to Tempe to
lead a weekend retreat on the theme “Building a Quaker Community in a Busy World”.

We shared many social action and fellowship activities. Monsignor Ryle of the Catholic Diocese
spoke to the Meeting about the death penalty and how to communicate our concerns to the
legislature. To support our continued witness against the death penalty, the Meeting prepared
several binders that include information on how to testify before the Arizona State Clemency
Board. Several Members attended and testified during the year. The Worship and Ministry
Committee held a discussion among Friends about “Consumerism and Christmas”. The Meeting
held three Friendly Eight fellowship dinners during the year.

The children and many adults share in many first day activities from first day spiritual lessons to
field trips. Twice during the year, the children performed a play for the Meeting. In this way, adults
and children express their spirituality through art.

Alice Raymond, one of the founding members of Tempe Meeting, died in January 2000. Two
adult members resigned. Two new members joined by convincement and one joined by transfer.
The Meeting has 71 adult members and twelve under the age of 18 years.

The Long-Range Planning Committee prepared an extensive questionnaire to-gather information
about the needs and desires of the members and attenders of the Meeting. The information will be
used to help determine the future development of the meetinghouse facilities and related activities.
The committee took great care to develop a shared understanding among the members of the
Meeting about the purpose and nature of the process that will be used to gather and analyze the
information. It is anticipated that the result of the process will bring a better understanding of the
needs our small faith community.

The Meeting feels that we are continuing our collective spiritual journey. Our Meetings are often
silent, but gathered. Vocal ministry is spirit led. A strong core of individuals continues to be
faithfully present, providing a continuity and assurance that anyone and eve—one may come and
find God through expectant waiting. We will continue our endeavor to build Quaker community in
our busy world.

Tom Carr, Clerk
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State of the Meeting Report, May 1999-April 2000

Boulder Monthly Meeting

Boulder Meeting is enjoying its new Meeting House, especially the increase in space for First Day
School and fellowship. Attendance at Meeting for Worship averages around 100 for the two
Meetings. There is also a silent Meeting during the week. There has been an increase in First
Day School attendance, especially among younger children. They are being taught Quaker history
and values as well as learning about and visiting other faith communities. The Senior Young
Friends are learning to apply their Quaker values to their daily lives.

The spiritual life of the Meeting not only occurs during Meeting for Worship, but is enhanced and
extended through the work of the various committees and study/worship groups. Ministry and
Counsel seeks ways to maintain and enhance the spiritual life of our Meeting on both the
corporate and individual level. Two new and two transfer members were added, small gatherings
focusing on the topics of ‘Prayer” and” Seeking” were held, a Bible worship sharing group was
started, and two Quaker Study Groups continue to meet regularly.

Other committees of the Meeting help us to express our values to others with such projects as
Peaceful Careers, involvement with the Lakota on Pine Ridge reservation, giving spiritual and
material aid to people within and without the Meeting, and supporting AFSC, FCNL, FWCC, and
RSWR.

As we continue to grow, we seek spiritual guidance in how best to be witnesses of our Quaker
faith to each other and to those around us.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Moen, Clerk
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State of the Meeting

Colorado Springs Meeting

We like to think of ourselves as small but mighty. We now have 22 members, 3 of whom are
recent, as well as many regular attenders.

We have reorganized and revamped our First Day School. Thankfully, a new attender brought
some teen aged children, so we now have that age group represented.

We have also reorganized our library.

Our Ministry and Oversight committee is focused on attending to spiritual unity while not
overlooking growth. A brand new member surprised us with actions immediately after
becoming a member which led us to take corrective action.

Our Meeting appreciates the input and support from other meetings in the region as we faced this
difficult challenge.

We use electronic mail to keep in touch with other Friends.

We still have soup and sharing, but now we are doing it quarterly. We gather at someones home
for this occasion.

We have borrowed good ideas from other meetings and, for example, we have done a bit of
“Spiritual Journeys” sharing.

Julie Roten reporting

As recorded in the draft minutes of Colorado Regional Meeting - April 16, 2000
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State of the Meeting Report, June 2000

FORT COLL11’S FRIENDS MEETING

During the past year, Fort Collins Monthly Meeting has faced several challenges in its spiritual life.
Financial concerns have led the meeting to undertake several fund-raising activities. The success of these
efforts and generous donations from meeting members enabled us to end the year financially stable. The
offers of help from other Colorado meetings helped to relieve the concern about whether we could
continue to maintain our meeting house. Currently, we have several possibilities of renting our first day
school room which would greatly relieve our financial burden.

We have welcomed two new members of our meeting: Florence Brown and Karen Fleming; and
two new junior members, Maggie and Wyatt Perry, Karen’s children. Elizabeth Marsh Jensen, an long-time
attender of Fort Collins Meeting and member of Central City, Nebraska Friends Meeting, died on
September 20, 1999 at the age of 99. Although we have 42 adult members of our meeting now, only 28 of
these members reside in the Fort Collins/Loveland area. Our attendance at meetings for worship remains
around 25 to 30 on an average. Because of the number of members we support who live elsewhere and
because a number of our local members are unable to participate fully in meeting due to age or illness, we
have a concern about how to support the needs of the meeting without wearing ourselves out.

Striving for unity and discernment in decision-making and dealing with internal conflicts have been
the focus of much of the Meeting’s energies this past year. The recent visit of Pat McBee, traveling minister
from FGC, helped us in our attempts to discern what steps we need to take to deepen our spiritual
community. Pat conducted a workshop, attended many committee meetings, and met individually and with
groups of meeting members and attenders. She brought a great deal of insight to our processes and we are
very thankful for her presence among us for ten days. However, conflicts still exist and we continue to
struggle with how to reach unity and to nurture our spiritual community.

At the same time, there is a richness in the shared experiences of our spiritual life together. We
have had a number of visitors to Meeting who may not attend more than a few weeks or months, but many
of these persons have expressed a warm feeling for the clarity Meeting has given them in their spiritual
journeys.

Our First Day School has focused on Quaker testimonies this year. Attendance has varied with the
average being four on any given First Day. How to strengthen our religious education program for both
children and adults is another concern we are addressing. We ask for the thoughts and prayers of other
Friends as we work toward bringing our meeting together and deepening our spiritual community.

Lovingly submitted,
Suzanne Taylor, Clerk,
Fort Collins Meeting of Friends
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State of the Meeting Report as of Spring 2000

MOUNTAIN VIEW FRIENDS MEETING

Our Meeting has experienced some changes over the past year in three important areas: our
life as a community, our efforts to live out our faith in social action, and our spiritual life. In each
of these areas we can report examples of growth and continuing challenges.

Community. Over the past year we have been enriched by many new attenders, including a
number of families with children at our 10:30 meeting for worship at the Meetinghouse. Our First
Day School classes are often straining the capacity of their meeting rooms, especially the nursery
and the junior young Friends. We rejoice in the children and the special energy they bring. We
are also feeling pleased to have hired a First Day School coordinator who helps with scheduling,
planning and special events.

Ours is a large and scattered fellowship, and we continually seek for ways to welcome
newcomers and to know each other better. Spaghetti dinners at the Meetinghouse, Friendly
dinners with small groups in individual homes, and Winter Game Nights are all examples of some
of the more successful efforts. Many smaller groups, beyond our Meeting committees, meet
regularly and strengthen the bonds of community. Examples include the book group, Senior
Friends, the men’s group, the 9 o’clock discussion group, the quilters, and the Friendly Singers.
This spring we are trying our first Meeting photo album, as a way to connect names to faces.

Social Action. We struggle to find ways to act in unity as a Meeting on social concerns. In the
past year a small group has begun meeting monthly to educate ourselves on border issues and the
experience of those living along the border as well as those in the Denver area who have crossed
the border looking for employment. In fact many individuals in the Meeting find ways to take
action on a wide range of concerns. Some of our members are active with the Colorado AFSC
office, with the Joint Service Projects, or with other groups such as Prison Visitation & Support
and New Foundations Nonviolence Center, which ccarries out the Alternatives to Violence
Program in prisons and elsewhere. We have recently approved a monthly financial contribution
and a committee of support for our member Pepper Goodrich as she follows her leading to live
and work in a community in Guatemala.

Spiritual Life. Our life together in the Spirit, and finding ways to grow together spiritually, are
at the center of our life as a Meeting. Our School of the Spirit, which brought John Punshon to
share with us last spring and this year will feature time with Michael Sheeran, the Jesuit priest
who wrote Beyond Majority Rule describing Friends’ experience with spirit-led group
decision-making, has been an important time for examining our spiritual life together. Monthly
Spiritual Journey talks by members and attenders have been occasions for rich sharing. Quaker
Studies have deepened our understanding of Quaker faith and practice for newcomers and
old-timers alike.

We value the Meeting for Worship as the center of our spiritual life together, and some have
voiced concern that we fail to give it the care and respect it deserves. One aspect of this is the
persistent problem of late-corners to worship, which can hinder the “gathering” of the meeting in



the Spirit. Friends do not share a single view of the seriousness of the situation, nor on the action
that should be taken in response. Our Worship and Ministry Committee has addressed the
importance of how we approach worship in the meeting newsletter and in other conversations.
We search for ways to have our experience of worship together reach its fullest potential.

We remind ourselves that all our life is one, and that how we care for one another, how we
respond to the needs of our children, and how we express our faith in action are all part of our life
in the Spirit as much as our meetings for worship and sharing of our spiritual journeys. We learn
from one another. We hope to keep growing in the ways we can support each other on this
journey we make together.

Eric Wright, Clerk
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State of the Meeting Report for 1999

ALBUQUERQUE MONTHLY MEETING

This year, the New Mexico Regional Meeting’s Spring gathering was held again in Albuquerque.
The theme this year was ‘Listening Deeply,” which built upon the “Listening Deeply “workshops
held in 1998 by two Friends at Albuquerque Monthly Meeting. Friends report improvement in our
problem solving in Meeting since these workshops. Other Friends noted that they both formed new
relationships at Regional and deepened existing ones. Many Worship Group members and attenders
expressed their appreciation of the “Listening Deeply” program.

Meanwhile, the Meeting continued to struggle to find a new treasurer. With this key position unfilled,
three Friends stepped in to relieve the current treasurer who has continued to perform his duties.
Nominating continued the search for a new treasurer. Nominating also called everyone in the
Meeting’s directory this year to speak to them about their current life situations. There has also been
some difficulty filling Yearly Meeting positions from Albuquerque Meeting.

Under the care of the Children’s Program, Meeting continued to serve and prepare food at Project
Share in Albuquerque. Our quarterly Sunday food preparation days were very well attended and were
intergenerational. On one Sunday in the Fall, we were joined by youth from the Albuquerque
Unitarian Fellowship. Friday evening serving times were less well attended. The Children’s Program
Committee also sponsored a Silent Retreat for youth and a Young Friends’ Moving Up Day, and a
Graduation celebration.

This year was the year of Albuquerque Monthly Meeting’s 50th anniversary. A history of the Meeting
was prepared, and a celebration was held in December. This included the presentation of a play by
Young Friends called, “This is Your Life, Albuquerque Monthly Meeting”. Participants in the
anniversary reported a deep gatheredness at the event. A historical-style meeting was held as well in
August in which Friends worshipped with heads covered unless speaking, and men and women sat
on separate sides of the meeting room Clerks and officers of the Meeting sat on the stage of the
Meeting House, and Friends attempted to speak in the plain manner.

The Adult Education Committee was very active in 1999, adding a Wednesday evening potluck called
“Meal and Mysticism’ to their regular First Day sessions. Quakerism 101 and 1 02 groups met this
year, as well as a Book of John Bible study group. Other Adult Education topics included “Quakers
and the Inner Dark”, “Integrity,” and “Finding Your Leadings.”

The Worship and Ministry Committee began planning a series of discussions to be held in 2000 called
“Journey Towards Community.” These were inspired by the article “The Search for Unity in
Diversity” by Wilmer Cooper. The Oversight and Counsel Committee, after numerous discussions
on care of the Meeting, began forming Contact Groups within the Meeting by neighborhoods. O&C
also surveyed everyone who receives a newsletter in the Meeting as to their opinion on hiring an
administrative staff person.



The South Valley Worship Group formed this year, meeting for Saturday evening potlucks and once
for a hike at the Rio Grande Nature Center. The East Mountain Group continued to meet. At the
annual Worship Group potluck, all worship groups were invited to discuss our responses to violence
including Gallup, Taos ClearLight, Lamb’s Community, and Socorro. The library check-out system
was given a professional overhaul this year, with many volunteers assisting the librarian in converting
all books to the Dewey Decimal and Library of Congress systems. The Building and Grounds
Committee this year replaced a tree and repaired the fence after a bus accident at 5th and Bellamah.

The year ended with our traditional New Year’s Eve worship service at the home of two long-time
Friends. Friends expressed relief that evening at the relatively uneventfi.iI arrival of the Year 2000 and
joy in the celebrations seen around the world that day.

CENSUS
Members 143

New Members 3
Transfers of Membership 2
Deaths 1
Births 0
Members of other meetings 23
Sojourners 2
Members 17 years or younger 22

Orland Kolling died on August 25, 1999
Cynthia Moore transferred to Sandy Spring Monthly Meeting August 9, 1999
Linda Filippi requested termination of membership.
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State of the Meeting Report of April 2, 2000

DURANGO FRIENDS MEETING

Durango Friends Meeting has this year been enriched by new faces who have become dear

to us, and by familiar faces who are our strength and our anchor. Visitors from as far away as

Moscow and as near as our heart have shared our search for God’s ministry in our meetings for

worship.

We are grateful for the wisdom of an innovative Adult Education Committee. They have

re-organized our time together in a way that allows us to focus on one specific topic a month,

examining it through different perspectives each First Day.. In this way, we are educated and

exposed to the topic through Bible study, historical roots in the Society of Friends, worship

sharing, and relevance to our world today. Our meetings for worship and our vocal ministry

have been nourished by this approach.

Outreach in many forms has provided Durango Friends with opportunities to serve. The

Ministry and Oversight Committee has had the privilege of visiting and joining in spirit with the

Mancos Worship Group in the care of Durango Meeting. Our good fortune in having among us

one of the Yearly Meeting regional representatives to FWCC has allowed us to partake of her

delicious gourmet breakfasts and contribute to the FWCC travel fund at the same time. An

energetic Peace and Social Concerns Committee has led us to demonstrate our faith in a variety of
ways. We have sent financial support and school supplies to a committed young teacher in

Guatemala. Through writing post cards together, we have alerted our legislators to our feelings

on upcoming critical votes. We have supplied funding for water filters in Central America. We
have supported a community development effort in Mexico. We have learned to be humble and

grateful for our bounty.

The spiritual life of Durango Friends Meeting continues to be sheltered and nurtured by

our meeting house. Information about our meeting and our faith is recently displayed for new

attenders on a sample of one Friend’s craftsmanship. Trees and bushes lovingly planted by Friends

attest to Natures beauty and help us ad to feel a deeper connection to God’s creations. We are

open to sharing the blessings of our place of worship with others. Several community groups

have been welcomed to its use for business of their own; they have been good stewards.

Durango Friends are joyfully preparing to celebrate the 20th anniversary of becoming a

Friends Meeting. Ten years prior to that, we began as a worship group under the care of

Albuquerque Meeting. What a wondrous and blessed 30 years it has been!
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State of the Society

El Paso Monthly Meeting

Our small group of regular worshipers continues to meet faithfully on the first and third First

Days each month at the Open Door Truth Center, 2821 Idalia Street.

Highlights of the year have been welcoming Phyllis Caves into membership and overseeing her

wedding to Christopher Rawley April 22 at 6:29 AM at the Chamisal National Memorial. Both

were occasions for growth for everyone in the meeting.

We have reinstituted the custom of “eating meeting” at the first meeting of the month.

Many will be traveling this summer.

We welcome Friends visiting in El Paso to join us.
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State of the Society Report - April 2000

Las Cruces Monthly Meeting

On Sunday, 16 April, Las Cruces Monthly Meeting gathered to consider our state of society.
Friends felt unity about our reasons for worshipping as Quakers: the focus on religious experience
rather than ritual, the emphasis on the open-ended search for truth, and the need to work with
others of like mind. Many Friends referred to the Quaker way as helping them to understand
and follow the requirements of an ethical life; others spoke to Quakerism’s helping us to
experience the reality of our condition.

Friends were in agreement that our meeting is alive and growing through change. Most notable of
these changes was the purchase of a meeting house and the process of moving and renovation.
However, many Friends also spoke to the challenges facing our meeting: primary among them
was our need for more time with one another, to help us confront the insanity of the world around
us.

a:’Jcrusos. wpd
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State of the Meeting Report, 1999-2000

SANTA FE MONTHLY MEETING OF FRIENDS

Santa Fe Monthly Meeting continues to grow in the Light as we seek ways to deepen our care for
the members and attenders of our faith community and stewardship of our buildings and grounds.
In following our leadings, both individually and corporately, activities once set aside have been re
visited after a period of seasoning and new activities have evolved.

• Meeting is working with an architect to finds ways to make our 100 plus year old adobe
accessible to all. This is a challenging and engaging endeavor given our desire to honor our
Quaker process and our commitment (and the city’s) to respect the historical integrity of the
building and grounds.

• Ministry and Oversight is seeking ways to reach out to welcome newcomers and integrate
them into the life of our Meeting. A monthly query is posted where Meeting for Worship is
held in an effort to share concerns that are before Meeting. Last Springs Faith and Practice
Study Group gave rise to a mid-week worship sharing where we meet in prayer to explore
the challenges of accepting death, dying and aging with grace. Friends also gather twice
monthly before Meeting for Worship to reflect on the readings in Quaker Spirituality edited
by Douglas V. Steere.

• Young Friends have been involved in a number of intergenerational activities: service projects
for individuals in our Meeting and local community organizations, conversations with adult
Friends on Quaker topics and issues of concern, both personal and political, assembling
“friendship bags” for Bosnian students.

• Peace and Social Concerns keeps us current on local and global issues, (Immigration, Land
Mine Ban Treaty, FCNL’s Food Basket Advocacy Project) offering us an opportunity (to) let
our voices be heard through letter writing campaigns at the rise of Meeting and visits with
our representatives in the legislature.

• The leadings of Friends to participate in organizations and projects of the wider community
of Friends has also enriched our faith community: AFSC Area Program Committee, TMYM,
Friends Committee on National Legislation, AFSC/IIvIYIvI Joint Service Project, Friends for
Lesbian and Gay Concerns.

• Los Alamos Worship Group is thriving and the spirit is strong among the 15-20 regular
attenders at their twice monthly Meeting for Worship. Las Vegas Worship Group is
experiencing a quiet period. A small group continues to meet once a month and those seeking
more opportunity to worship among Friends have joined us in Santa Fe on several occasions.

Respectfiully submitted,
(s) Shelley Cohen

630 Canyon Road
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Telephone.• (505) 983-7241 a:\sanfesom.wpd
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STATE OF THE MEETING FOR 1999

GILA FRIENDS MEETING

Silver City, NM

Gila Friends Meeting extends over eighty miles of mountains, rivers, and washes. We gather for
worship every second and fourth Sunday in Silver City at the Down to Earth School. On second
Sunday, meeting for Worship for Business follows, and on fourth Sunday we considered Queries.
In Gila, Josephine Coats welcomes worshippers to her home every first, second and fourth
Sunday; every third Sunday they meet in Pleasanton at the home of Jim and Nancy Coates. At the
Hot Springs Ranch in Mimbres there is opportunity to worship on the first Sunday of every
month. Fifth Sunday Meetings alternate between homes in Mimbres, Silver City, and Gila,
combining the occasion for worship with fellowship in the form of potlucks and personal sharing.
The monthly newsletter fosters communication and continuity amongst such far-flung Friends.

A memorial was held for our long-time and beloved member Harry Stamler. He died on his
birthday, April 9, 1999. We welcome Escher Roy Freeman Bowers, born January 25, 2000 to
Juniper Stamler Bowers and Daniel Freeman, great-grandchild of members Florence and Harry
Stamler. In the manner of Friends, Marion Stamler Bowers married James W. Newton of Palo
Alto Meeting at her home in the Mimbres Valley on January 1, 2000. Jamie will sojourn with Gila
Meeting during his sabbatical year leave starting in June of 2000. Myron Beitz continues to spend
winters with us as a sojourning member from Rochester, Minnesota Meeting. Lillian and Clyde
Watford are now sojourning in Mountain View Meeting in Denver, Colorado. A continuing gift
to the Meeting has been the presence of several regular and active attenders as well as many new
attenders.

Our Meeting contributed to the national committees that carry out the Quaker goals of promoting
justice, peace, and sharing throughout the world: American Friends Service Committee ($350),
Friends World Committee on Consultation ($150), Right Sharing ($150), and Friends Committee
on National Legislation ($600). In our local community, we contributed to El Refugio ($300),
Gospel Mission ($300), and the Annunciation House in Juarez, Mexico ($300). We continued to
support educational projects in El Salvador under the directorship of Carmen Broz ($1800). We
supported Aili MacDonald in service work at the Annunciation House ($1300). Meeting
expenses included rent ($600), newsletter publication ($400), and travel stipends ($100).
Assessments total $30 per each of our 22 members: $6.00 to Regional Meeting, $15.00 to
IIVIYM, and $9.00 for IMYM-AFSC joint service projects.

For the first time in many years co-clerks served for the entire year. Throughout the year, the
M&O Committee wrestled with the issue of vocal ministry and the presentation of queries in
fourth Sunday Meeting. We went from a meeting with little or no vocal ministry to one which
sometimes resembles a worship-sharing group. We continue to strive for a middle ground
centered in divinely inspired vocal ministry. Peace and Social Concerns Committee sponsored the
Hiroshima Day remembrance. They also invited a speaker to Meeting who had been at the most
recent School of the Americas demonstration. FCNLs suggested demonstration showing how the



embargo of Iraq affects the supply of food available to families was carried to our Representative
in the House of Congress. The effort received extensive, front-page coverage in our local
newspaper.

In retrospection and self-examination we have been able to identify various spiritual strengths and
weaknesses that exist in our meeting. The heart of our Meeting is in Meeting for Worship. Other
strengths include: 1) a pattern of attendance at greater Quaker gatherings; 2) a grass-roots interest
in studying Quakerism and the organization of Quakerism 101 study groups in Silver City,
Mimbres, and Gila; 3) Support for a young friend in full time service work in Annunciation House
in Juarez, Mexico; and 4) a willingness to participate in discussions and self-examination around
issues of silence in worship, the value of membership, and goals and purpose. We come away
from these discussions dedicated to more faitb.fiully pursue Quaker process.

Our weaknesses too are evident to us. We have lost the fellowship of some members and have
been unable to enfold them again in our love. We struggle in our Business Meetings to maintain a
sense of right order. We have, at times, great difficulty being compassionate and accepting of one
another’s shortcomings. And so sometimes we feel that our purpose and energy have been dulled.
These things present us with the need and opportunity for renewal of the love that is the basis of
our faith and connection to one another.

Respectfully submitted
Committee on Ministry and Oversight

Siva Raven, Clerk of Committee,
Florence Stamler,
Molly White,
Steve MacDonald,
Ray Seavers
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Logan Monthly Meeting
State of the Meeting

Highlights of our past year represent the challenges, joys, and

sorrows facing our meeting community. Over the years our meeting

membership list has grown while individuals have left town or moved on

to other religious connections. Results from a census questionnaire

renewed some friendships and provided data for a more accurate listing of

members of our Meeting. Our numbers are lower but more reflective of

who we are in personal and financial commitments to our meeting.

Nominating Committee had the difficult task of filling Monthly

meeting positions with a meager number of individuals willing to serve. It

seems most of us are already overcommitted and our lives are too busy.

The joys of the year have included: the return of several visitors to

worship, an intergenerational discussion group each third Sunday

expecially programmed for our JYF’s, watching our SYF’s coalesce while

they explored their connections to Quaker thought and practice, and

creating our first wedding in the good order of Friends in many years.

Our sorrows have come in saying goodbye to Friends moving on to

other opportunities in other places. Will we see them again? How will we

fill the void left with their departure? Many of our SYF’s depart for

college next year. We’re excited for them and also miss them already.

Lastly, we acknowledge the personal conflicts that simmer among

individuals.

We offer this report as two co-clerks reflecting on the state of our

meeting as families and individuals already have scattered to their

summer plans.

Cathy Webb
Cindy Yurth
June 10, 2000



State of the Meeting Report, Fifth Month 2000

Salt Lake Monthly Meeting
of the Religious Society of Friends

Salt Lake Friends Meeting has now met for one year in the Ladies Literary Club building. The
facility is conducive to meeting for worship and attendance has increased this year with more
Friends attending on a more regular basis. The only significant shortcoming of this meeting facility
is inadequate space for Firstday School.

The meeting is vigilant to maintain the integrity of meeting for worship and seeks pathways for
spiritual growth. A major detriment to meeting for worship is the interruption of late arriving
Friends. To address this, we have asked Friends to remain in the entryway until children have left
for First School.

This past winter Claire Leonard led six classes in the Quakerism 101. The course was so well
attended that we had to have two sections. Friends are grateful to Claire for her leadership and
time. Both new and old attendees benefited from these sessions challenging our religious
perspectives.

We hold our children in love and endeavor to have them a part of the meeting The biggest
challenge continues to be the needs of First Day School. With only a few children attending and
the none-conducive space, the religious education committee has to be creative on a weekly basis.
This issue keeps us mindful of the fact that we need to have our own building.

The Ministry and Oversight committee has sought ways to make our presence known in the
greater religious community. People who want to find us, or who might be interested in Quakers,
too often cannot find us. We are now changing our telephone listing to multiple listings in the
white pages and yellow pages. Also, the meeting will be advertising in local publications.

Like many other meetings, our membership rolls contain people who have moved on and with
whom contact has been lost. Every attempt was made to locate these Friends to determine if they
should still have membership in this meeting. Having followed procedures in North Pacfic Faith
and Practice, we have dropped from membership those who either requested removal or could
not be contacted.

The Monthly Meeting strives to maintain good Quaker order. A Blue Book committee was
established to produce a document that would be a procedural guide. This will allow us to have a
shared understanding and expectation of how to conduct our affairs. It has been noted that this
document should be flexible so that it can reflect the changing needs of the members.

Staffing committees has been challenging. Being a small meeting. everyone is needed to
participate in the life of the Meeting.



Individuals have been active in our community in peace and social concern issues. The meeting
helped sponsor a nonviolent training workshop by the Michigan Peace Team that was well
attended by Friends. Friends are seeking avenues to make our presence known and to be a balance
in the community. The committee has been an active participant in protest meetings and vigils
against the embargo against Iraq. Our challenge for the coming year is to find a project that the
whole meeting can actively support.

Utah Friends Fellowship continues to be an important occasion for fellowship and fun. These
gatherings help us stay connected to other Friends. Our young people especially enjoy these times
together

Attachment to Salt Lake Monthly Meetings State of the Meeting Report

Moab Worship Group

The Moab Quaker Worship Group has had a good year. We now have about 20 Adults and 12
children affiliated with our group. Several of these families are quite committed to creating a
caring spiritual community, so we are exploring with Salt Lake Monthly Meeting the process
involved in becoming a preparative meeting. We are excited about this and feel the time is right.
We have done several projects with our First Day Children’s program, have a potluck most
months, and we trying to have an adult education class occasionally, and support a family at
Christmas. We were very saddened by the loss of our member, Copper Gillespie to breast cancer
this spring and her minute is enclosed.

a:\stlksom.wpd
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This is a summary of responses to the first of the fall 1999 queries sent to the monthly meetin9s and worship
groups from the clerk for Continuing Committee: “In what ways does IMYM reflect the part of the world we live in.
In what ways does your meeting or worship group live in the place where you are?’. This summary is intended to
encourage further discussion around this year’s theme “A Sense of Place: How Do You Live in the Place Where
You Are?’.

Ray Maseman, Phyllis Hoge
Clerk of continuing Committee Continuing Committee Recordmg Clerk

Responses to the FaIl 1999 Queries
Regarding Our Sense of Place

In the Fall 1999 queries, Meetings were asked to respond to the query “In what ways does IMYM reflect
the part of the world we live in. In what ways does your meeting or worship group live in the place
where you are?”. The responses of ten IMYM Monthly Meetings and one Worship Group are
summarized below.

Some groups answered the query in a physical way and some in a spiritual way. It was answered
spontaneously by some, while others fell the question needed deep seasoning. Others were puzzled
and wanted to hear what Joanna Manygoats, this year’s keynote speaker, would have to say on the
subject. All fee! that they are a part of their regional or half-yearly fellowship gathering.

Physically we are in the southwest and largely living in a comfortable, informal and relaxed style.
Independence, self-reliance and autonomy are key characteristics. We have cultural and economic
problems that we face in our meetings and in our communities. We at! travel long distances to gather
together at regional meetings and Yearly Meeting. Some, including most members of Gila Monthly
Meeting, travel long distances just to go to regular First Day Meeting for Worship.

We face the following concerns where we are: border issues, support for the Joint Service Projects,
militarization of space, nuclear weapons and research, balance between population growth and the
environment, plight of prisoners and the homeless, peace groups and peace education. Salt Lake City
Meeting feels that they have an unusual problem in that their place is essentially Mormon and they are
a small voice worrying that their light may be hidden. We are learning to be better Friends through
Quakerism 101. At least two meetings serve food at focal shelters. Durango Monthly Meeting cleans a
section of the highway.

Flagstaff Meeting said it well: We have grown in size and in our sense of being a spiritual community.
Within the Meeting are people with strong ties to the community (within town and beyond), the local
culture and to the environment. Most meetings said something similar. Las Cruces Monthly Meeting is
in a new place. A very run down building is now owned by the Meeting and will require much money
and volunteer labor. Everyone will be working to try to be a significant part of the new community. They
fee! isolated in their concerns. How can the regional or Yearly Meeting help? Santa Fe has an old
historic building which takes a lot of their time and attention. Just being on Canyon Road among
expensive art galleries and restaurants is a witness. Where they are is “close” (to Los Alamos) and
“concerned” (about the research there as well as about immigrant issues). As is the case with many
Meetings, they have an active Peace and Social Concerns committee.

Pima Monthly Meeting’s advice is to live in harmony with the desert and speak to the conditions you
find where you are, making the answers relevant to today. Tempe Monthly Meeting is using a
questionnaire to find out what members and attenders believe, where they want to go, and how they
want to get there. The questionnaire is being circulated by their tong-range planning committee, and
has been passed on to the IMYM Long-range Planning committee. The questionnaire asks about
involvement in Meeting, involvement in the wider community of Friends, reasons for being a Quaker,
sense of community, and how the Meeting has helped individuals’ spiritual journeys. There are also
questions about relationships to the broader Tempe I Phoenix community and concerns about the
Meeting House.

Several Meetings have a concern about low attendance at IMYM from their meeting. Phoenix Monthly
Meeting plans to begin a sharing program between members who have gone to IMYM and those who
haven’t.



Intermountain Yearly Meeting

Memorial Minutes

From the Moab Worship Group to Salt Lake Monthly Meeting

Copper Gillespie

From Albuquerque Monthly Meeting

Orland Kolling

Esther Kolling

From Mountain View Friends Meeting

Edward J. “Ned” Kowal

From Tempe Monthly Meeting

Frederick William Meister

Alice Wing Raymond

From Pima Monthly Meeting

Ann Gross

Ruth Commons Simkin



Memorial Minute
Provided by the Moab Worship Group to Salt Lake Monthly Meeting

Copper Gillespie

Copper Gillespie died at her home in Salt Lake City of metastasized breast cancer. True to her

remarkable sense of purpose, Copper completed the circle of her life by dying on her 38th

birthday, March 22, 2000. Born in Houston, the young Copper moved to Berkeley with her

family. Immersion in the political turmoil of the sixties and seventies helped shape Copper’s social

consciousness. The young woman experienced a period of mobility, moving to Salt Lake City

then to Texas. She visited marriage briefly, then returned to Salt Lake in 1989.

A woman of uncommon determination, Copper put herself through nursing school, after which

she was a public health nurse in Salt Lake. She was recruited to Moab for the FACT Nurturing

Beginnings Program, where Copper’s unbounded love for children and mothers found full

expression. Here she provided guidance and support for young, at-risk parents, and their children.

After training,, she acted as a doula, assisting women in labor, which process she infused with joy

and grace, comforting both mother and newborn. When funding for Nurturing Beginnings ended,

Copper again worked as a public health nurse at the Southeastern Utah District Health
Department.

We will remember Copper in her many facets: as a mother, a nurse, a Quaker; as a woman who

adored her own children and ministered to other children and women; as a woman who laughed

out loud; a woman committed to social justice; a woman who loved red rock country and the
outdoors; a woman who constantly chose love over fear. She was a member of the Salt Lake
Monthly Meeting and the Moab Quaker Worship Group. Compassionate, tenacious, courageous

and humorous, Copper was in touch with the Divine and passed it on to others. In the generosity

of her spirit, she helped others to love themselves

Copper is survived by her two beloved children, Charles and Katy Waltrip; her companion,

Rachelle Rigby; mother, Dair Gillespie, brother, Clayton Gillespie; and grandmother, E.B.
Lindsey.
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Memorial Minute
From Albuquerque Monthly Meeting

Orland Kolling

Orland Kolling, 73, died on August 25, 1999 in Wiafield, Kansas. Orland was born in 1925 in
Wichita, Kansas. He graduated with honors from Friends University and earned graduate degrees
in chemistry from Washington University and Kansas State University.

Orland was on the science faculty of Friends University from 1955 to 1959 and at Southwestern
College from 1959 to 1992. Orland was the author or co-author of over 100 research publications
in physical and inorganic chemistry.

Orland became a member of St. Louis Monthly Meeting in 1952 and transferred to Albuquerque
Monthly Meeting in 1991. As his daughter, Elizabeth Buckley, says, “Orland was someone who
noticed the little things, the details.... A.fier the first cancer diagnosis, there was this quiet way
about him, where he seemed to treat every breath with reverence.... Orland approached his cancer
diagnosis with the same careful manner he put into his other research projects.... And ended up
knowing more than his physicians about various-treatments and long-term effects.” His last lucid
words were to tell Elizabeth and her partner, Deborah, I love you. Three times

Survivors include Marion Hinson Kolling Orland’s wife, his former wife, Esther Shaw Kolling,
daughters Annette Weaver and Elizabeth Buckley, his brother Harold Kolling, and his
grandchildren, Manessa and Clayton Weaver.

a:\okolling.wpd
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Memorial Minute
From Albuquerque Monthly Meeting

Esther Kolling

Esther June Shaw Kolling, 74, on January 5, 2000 died at Socorro General Hospital in Socorro,
New Mexico. Born November 19, 1925 in Wichita, Kansas, Esther was the younger daughter of
David Harvey and Bernice Ruth Welch Shaw. She was educated in Wichita Public Schools and
graduated with honors in 1947 from Friends University with her Bachelors degree in chemistry.
In 1970, she earned her Masters in Art Education from the University of Colorado.

In 1948, she married Orland William Kolling at University Friends Church in Wichita, Kansas.
During the first years of marriage, Esther worked as a medical technologist in St. Louis. After
earning her art degree, Esther taught classes through the Wichita Weaving Guild, in the Win.field
community, and at Southwestern College. Her award-winning work was exhibited nationally at
the museum of Contemporary Crafts in New York City and at the Denver Art Museum; regionally
at the Midwest Weavers Conference, Kansas Artist Craftsman, and War Eagle Arts and Crafts
Fair.

A fifth-generation Quaker, the Religious Society of Friends continued to be an important spiritual
foundation throughout Esther’s life. She sang in the choir at the University Friends Church in
Wichita, and when she relocated to St. Louis both she and Orland became active members of the
St. Louis Monthly Meeting. Upon moving to Winfield, KS in 1959, they retained their ties with
St. Louis Friends, as non-resident members.

They moved to Socorro in 1989 and Esther became active in her Quaker community. She
participated in the prison ministry for 3 years at the New Mexico Correctional Facility in Los
Lunas. When the 1994 FWCC Triennial was held at Ghost Ranch near Abiquiu, New Mexico,
Friends remembered her humor and practical help during the “Native American Religions” study
tour. In Socorro, music returned into her life, as she regularly sang in performances of Las
Cantatas. Singers remembered her encouragement and joy. Her strong clear voice will be missed.

She is survived by her daughters, Elizabeth Buckley and Deborah Richards of Albuquerque, NM
and Annette Weaver of Columbia, Mo; grandchildren Manessa and Clayton Weaver; and loyal
friend, Milton Kashner,
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MEMORJAL MINUTE
From Mountain View Friends Meeting, Intermountain Yearly Meeting

Edward J. “Ned” Kowal

Born August 6, 1918 Brooklyn, WY
Died January 23, 2000 Colorado

Ned Kowal was born Edward Joseph Kowalewski, in Brooklyn New York, in 1918. His parents were
Polish immigrants, Wiadyslaw and Sofia Mackiewicz Kowalewski. He had two younger brothers, John
and Mike. Ned attended St. Stanislaus School in Brooklyn and Bryant High School in Queens, graduating -

the first in his family - in 1936 with high honors. He served as a Military Police Sergeant in the Army of
the United States, from 1939-1945. He became a pacifist during the war, as a result of his experiences in
combat zones and liberated areas of North Africa and Europe.

Ned Kowal married Arinette Schork on December 22, 1945. Son Tom was born in 1947, and daughter
Paula Ann in 1948. Ned and Annette joined Ridgewood, NJ Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of
Friends, around 1951. Ned and Annette S. Kowal served lovingly together in many Quaker organizations.
Ned as Clerk and as Treasurer of Ridgewood Meeting, and of Mountain View Monthly Meeting in
Denver, Colorado. Ned and Annette as Quaker youth workers, and as Trustees overseeing construction of
the Ridgewood Meeting House.

Ned Kowal was a Freedom Rider, and for a half-century a tireless peace worker. He advised many
Conscientious Objectors during the Vietnam War, and continued advocacy for several of them during their
imprisonment. Ned and Annette S. supported many environmental, peace and social organizations, and
were active in the National Association of Retired Federal Employees, serving as District and Colorado
officers.
Ned Kowal died in January, 2000, after a long and brave struggle with cancer, having realized his goal of
seeing - and surviving - Y2K. His legendary sense of humor served him - and us - to the end of his life.

Ned Kowal is survived by his wife of 54 years Annette S. Kowal, his children Tom and Paula, and their
spouses, Annette M. Kowal and Kevin Cleverly. Grandchildren Matt, Jeremy, Cheyenne, Sofia and Joel
Kowal, and Jim Cleverly. Brother Mike Kowalewski, nieces Madelvn Kowaiewski, Evelyn Ohison Picker
and Dorothy Ropke, and nephews John Kowalewski and Edward Czarnecki.

Ned is also survived by a great many (F)friends, whom he loved and to whom he gave a shining
example of a long life well and truly lived. All of us shall miss him, but we know that his life’s spirit
and works live on in and through us.

0 0 0 0

Some thoughts about Ned, shared by family and (F)friends:
Ned and his gracious wife Annette were the spirit of the meeting: they nurtured. they challenged. they advised and
above all they worshipped holily with us... Their best lies with us and ours with them always. --Memorial Minute.
Ridgewood NJ Monthly Meeting Religious Society of Friends

Soon after Meeting began yesterday, Todd rose and said, “When I first came to Meeting, before I had met anyone, a
little girl was gurgling happily. Her mother, fearing she was disturbing. took the little girl out. A tall, handsome man. r
with silver hair and mustache, said, ‘! shall miss the little one’s ministry.’ I learned later, that man was Ned Kowal. His



gentleness has blessed this meeting for 20 years... Lisa just called to say ‘Ned passed away this morning.” Silence
prevailed as members reflected on our gentle Friend and prayerfully sent condolences to his wife and family. I hold
you in my heart -- Margaret Yarrow, MVFM

I will particularly miss his wonderful bear hugs... (I am reminded of) the gifts I’ve received from Ned (and Annette) -

most important. the understanding that you can love people without having to take sides... Thank you for sharing so
much ofyourselves. -- Francie Marburv. MVFM

News of Ned’s passing brings a flood of memories of Ridgewood Meeting. back when we were parents uying our best
at “parenting.” Those are good recollections and we carry them and treasure them - with Annette and Ned an important
part in them. Certainly the Meeting was always strengthened by your presence, leadership and challenge. -- Esther and
Ken Recknagel, Ridgewood Monthly Meeting

We will all miss Ned - he was always so strong and gentle... May you feel the power of the love you have passed
around as it is now returned to you. -- Jane, Eric and Kevin. MVFM

Ned was so strong man in so many ways ... I know as Friends we value each other as the single fol.ks we are and that is
right.., but Annene and Ned were so special together. I think the Meeting is still trying to find the security that you nvo
gave us all. -- Jan & —Jeff Kurtz, RMM

When I think of my Uncle Ned I think of a person I thoroughly enjoyed being with. Ahvavs felt loved, always felt
special. Just the big smile, the “bear hug” and kiss every time we met reinforced how much I meant to him. His sense
of humor and robust laugh was always a high-point of our visits. Of course, it’s difficult to think of Uncle without
thinking of his life’s companion, my Tanta. Uncle, along with Tanta have had a profound, positive influence on my
life, with Uncle being as a Father to me. Among my fondest thoughts are of Uncle setting a fine example for my
children. — Evelyn Ohison Picker, niece

I was the baby of the family, the one who got away with the most. Ned was always my caretaker, my mentor, and my
surrogate parent. Ned was well respected by all whom came to know him, one whom I could look up to. The youth that
would sit for hours on the roof reading poetry or writing in his journal. While John and I would come in out of the
rain, Ned is the one who enjoyed long walks in the rain. He always walked his own walk, a man of strong convictions.
standing firmly in his beliefs, defending them passionately. I truly admired this about my brother. -- Mike Kowalewski.
brother

Together, they have helped make the world a better place. They worked for peace and social justice, education, and
sought to bring understanding amongst peoples. Their legacy is one of love. They’ve been a team for a long time (over
54 years) and Mom will be without Pop, but not alone. We treasure him as a strong, vigorous man of conviction, who,
led by God, acted upon the calling he felt. -- Paula Kowal Daniel [Cleverlvj, daughter

Pop was a Quaker. His life was his family, and what we call these days peace and justice.” Ned Kowal was a
Freedom Rider and a peace protester, long, long before any of that was fashionable. He taught me to walk the line. To
stand up for the right thing, even when you thought no one was paying attention. Thanks Pop: for your example. For
your bravery, your constancy, your concern for others even when it was clearly you that we were all concerned about.
For opening yourself to us all in the last months of your life, even though you had always been a private and reserved
person. Thank you for sharing yourself and your clarity about what was true and important. Thank you for creating a
space and time around you where each of us in the family and in the Meeting had the opportunity to discover our own
gifts. To develop and share these gifts with you and with each other. To create and share love with you and each other.
We’ll never be the same, and that’s a very important legacy you’ve left with us. -- Tom Kowal. son
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Memorial Minute
Approved by the Tempe Monthly Meeting Fifth Month, 2000

Frederick William Meister (1938-2000)

Frederick William Meister died March 26, 2000 of brain cancer. He was 61 . Fred Meister was a
quiet, gentle man who devoted his life to making his corner of the world a better place. He was a
jazz enthusiast with an infectious smile and a quirky sense of humor. He was a consensus builder
whose wisdom, knowledge and calming influence made him a quietly effective leader. He
abhorred confrontation and got things done by staying focused and never losing sight of the big
picture. Fred converted to Quakerism in college and took its tenets of pacifism and social justice
to heart. He was a talented musician who played trumpet, trombone and bass, particularly
enjoying the music of Count Basie and Shorty Rogers. He and his wife made a yearly pilgrimage
to the Newport Jazz Festival in Rhode Island. Fred was born and raised in Waterbury,
Connecticut, and attended Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire. After graduating in 1956,
Fred enrolled at Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania. He earned his degree in political science in
1960 and promptly began work on his MBA at Harvard. After graduation in 1962, Fred joined the
Navy and was assigned to the USS Altair of the 6th Fleet. He was honorably discharged in 1965
with the rank of lieutenant. After a stint in executive development in Philadelphia, Fred worked as
a comptroller with the American Friends Service Committee, the Quaker service agency. After a
few years, Fred decided he could be more effective with a law degree, so he enrolled in the
University of Pittsburgh’s Law School in 1972. After graduating in 1975, Fred worked as a
project manager for the Health Care Financing Administration in the Washington, D.C. area. He
met Joanne Babich in 1973. They were best friends for years, discussing politics and relationships
with equal fervor. They married in 1982 in Connecticut. Fred and Joanne moved to Arizona after
their marriage. Fred then worked for the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System from
1982 to shortly before his death, always striving to improve health care for the disadvantaged.

He was a faithful and beloved member of Tempe Friends Meeting, contributing deeply-felt vocal
ministry and serving as a financial auditor. Fred hiked and sailed and explored all over Arizona.
He believed strongly in the preservation of the desert and natural areas in Arizona. He was active
on the Phoenix Mountain Preservation Council, serving as president. It was his desire that the
beauty and serenity of the Sonoran desert be preserved for the children. He also enjoyed
snorkeling in Mexico and cross-country skiing in northern Arizona. Fred is survived by his wife,
Joanne Babich, their son William Frederick Jon Meister; sisters Marty Williams of Media, Pa., and
Susan James, of Newark, Del.; father, William Frederick Meister, also of Newark, and
stepmother, Edna Meister.
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Memorial minute
Approved by the Tempe Monthly Meeting, Second Month, 2000.

Alice Wing Raymond (1 906-2000)

Alice Bessie Wing was born on 5 February 1906 at Chicago, Illinois. to Fred Tucker and Bessie Burrow
Wing, and died on 12 January 2000 atTempe, Arizona. Graduating from the University of Illinois in June
1928, Alice married Ralph Raymond on 30 June 1928. Their only daughter Phyllis Raymond Krenn. born
in April 1929. survives, as do four grandchildren — Jaime, Christopher, Kathryn, and Susan Krerm — and
seven great-&randchildren.

Injured at birth but endowed with great courage, determination, and high mtellect, Alice overcame a mild
cerebral palsy to become an honor student. majorin2 in botany and languages. Later she became an
accomplished seamstress. weaver, and knitter. a competitive bridge player, and an avid vegetable and
flower gardener. the latter interest enthusiastically carried on by her descendants.

The Ravmonds lived successively in Oak Park. Downers Grove, and Elmhurst. Illinois where the were
prominent leaders in the Episcopal Church. When Ralph’s work for the Commonwealth Edison Co. took
them to Rockford. they built a beautiful home overlooking the Rock River where Alice’s rare talent for
landscaping and gardening manifested itself. While living near Rockford, a chance hearing of a spiritual
message given by an Urbana-Champaign Friend over the University of Illinois radio station led the
Raymonds to become interested in and eventually to join the Society of Friends. While in Illinois, they
were active in the affairs of Illinois Yearly Meeting. Despite her fragile health, in 1967 Alice participated in
an anti-Vietnam War demonstration in Washington, DC. She was among those arrested and jailed for two
or three days, during which time she fasted.

When Alice’s need for a wanner, drier climate led the Raymonds to settle in Arizona, they first were
associated with Phoenix Friends Meeting. When regular Friends Meetings for Worship were started in
Tempe. the Raymonds were regular and faithful attenders there, and among its founding members when
Tempe became an established Monthly Meeting in February 1973.

During the difficult Vietnam years. Ralph became a draft counselor, aiding young men in the Phoenix area
who were led to conscientious objection to this war. When Ralph and Alice moved to Friendship Village, a
newly established life care retirement center in Tempe. they and another Tempe Friend, Elizabeth Bennett,
seeing a need to assist fellow residents who had no nearby relatives to look after them in times of particular
medical or personal stress, established a group called Concerned Friends. This has grown over the years
into a large caring group at Friendship Village and has served as a model adopted by some other retirement
centers.

Alice’s mind remained alert and active until the last months of her life, when her love of music and her
religious nature found special comfort and solace in the words of the old hymn, “Rock of Ages! Cleft for
me! Let me find my rest in Thee”.

For Mice’s long life and her service to the Society of Friends, Tempe Meeting members give their heartfelt
thanks, and tender to all who loved her their empathy in this time of physical parting with their loved one.

(Norma Adams Price)

a;ravrnndmm.wpd
1s 1 7maOO



MEMORIAL MiNUTE
From Pima Monthly Meeting

Ann Gross

We remember Ann as a vibrant, petite person who exhibited enthusiasm for anything she
undertook.

Ann was born on August 31, 1913 in Vienna, Austria, the daughter of Malvina and
Sigmund Alvers. She died on April 17, 1999. Burial is in All Faiths Cemetery in Tucson,
Arizona.

Her grammar school, high school and University education were all completed in Vienna.

She earned her Ph.D. in Austrian law. As a student she belonged to an Academic Club. It was
there on a ski outing with the club that she met Otto, also a member of the club. Skiing was not
her only athletic activity. She participated in many tennis tournaments.

On August 1, 1937 Otto Gross and Ann were married in Vienna. They were attenders at
the Friends Meeting in Vienna.

The depression affected the whole world, so Ann and Otto decided to come to the United
States. It wasn’t easy to find a job. Ann worked as a maid, and Otto as a gardener’s assistant.

Their German Accents were a hindrance. Soon Ann found work as a dental assistant and office
manager and continued in that occupation until her retirement.

In the 40’s Otto’s engineering degree took on meaning and enabled them to move to New Jersey.

There they became members of Ridgeway Friends Meeting, and from there
transferred to Pima Friends Meeting. Ann arranged for Friends to have a yearly outdoor meeting
for worship at Saguaro National Monument. She also served the meeting as Recorder. She was a
very active member of Friendly Opportunities Committee, and kept meticulous records.

In Tucson Ann became a docent at Saguaro National Monument where she gave 1220
volunteer hours. The park so valued Ann that a Memorial Service was held for her at the park on
April 21. The memorial at Friends Meeting was held on May 2.

Ann enjoyed many things in life. Tennis was a long continued hobby. In fact she was still
playing tennis in March. She loved to travel and had fun arranging trips. Photography was
another of her hobbies and one she shared with others.

Ann’s mind was a sharp as a tack. She looked a much younger woman and kept her
mind and her body active. She participated fully in life.

When Ann answered the phone it was always, Good morning, or Good Afternoon, or
Good Evening. If you asked Ann how long she had been married, her response was always
phrased in the future, “It will be 62 years, God willing.”

Pima Meeting was shocked by her sudden death, and misses her deeply.

Ann is survived by her husband Otto, in Tucson, her daughter Susan Nikolay, a grandson

and a granddaughter, in Weisbaden, Germany.
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Memorial Minute
From Pima Monthly Meeting

Ruth Commons Simkin

Ruth Commons Simkin, 94, died on October 10, 1999, in Arlington, Virginia. Born in
1905 into a Friends family in Richmond, Indiana, Ruth was involved with Friends and Friends’
service for most of her life. She and her husband, Bill, both graduates of Eariham College,
taught at Brooklyn Friends School. They left New York to work with AFSC in the
Depression-wracked coal fields of West Virginia, developing a successful furniture and crafts
business. While Bill conducted the business, Ruth gave special attention to community
development with youth and families. Leaving West Virginia in 1937 for Philadelphia and later
for the Washington, D.C. area, Ruth was a teacher and home-maker. She also served as an
AFSC board member and represented AFSC during a trip to Moscow.

After she and Bill retired to Tucson, Arizona, Ruth became actively involved in Pima Meeting
from 1973 until 1991. The entire meeting benefitted from the couple’s experience, insight, and
gracious goodness. Her work on the Ministry and Oversight Committee is especially
remembered. She was also an active supporter of the Tucson Symphony. The Simkins return to
a retirement community in the Philadelphia area left a gap in Pima Meeting, but they retained
membership and continued correspondence. Bill died in 1997 Ruth is survived by her two sons,
Tom and Peter.
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[nterrnounain Yearly Meeing

Minutes to the Yearly Meeting

Minutes Requesting Action of the Yearly Meeting - 2000

The Death Penalty - from New Mexico Regional Meeting

Reports of the Yearly Meeting’s Committees - 2000

Committees of the Yearly Meeting - a list

Report of the Continuing Committee

The Finance Committee

The Faith & Practice Committee

The Committee on American Friends Service Committee

The Committee on Friends Committee on National Legislation

The Committee on Friends World Committee for Consultation

Committees not reporting in documents-in-advance
Committee for Oversight of IM YIvIIAFSC Joint Service Projects
Committee on Religious Education
Committee on Sufferings
Committee of Concern for Border Issues
Members of the Corporation Board for FRIENDS BULLETIN
Coordinator for the Brinton Visitor
Committee to Review the GUIDE
Long Range Planning Committee

a:\cmtei-pts.wpd
lse29mayOO



Intermountain Yearly Meeting

Minutes Requesting Action of the Yearly Meeting

From New Mexico Regional Meeting
A minute on the Death Penalty to be adopted by the Yearly Meeting for use by organizations in furthering

their campaigns against the Death Penalty in various political arenas.

From the Continuing Committee
1) Reinstate in the budget support of the travel of Friends from developing countries to the Triennial

Meetings of the Friends World Committee for Consultation. $1,500 each triennium. accrued at $500
each yeas, is to be sent to the Third World Travel Fund administered by the Section of the Americas
office in Philadelphia.

2) To again appoint a representative to the Friends Peace Teams Project, who would be a member of the
Board of Directors. Travel to attend two meetings a year would be the estimated costs.

3) Extend the period of availability, for consultation to the officers and committee clerks and convenors of
the Yearly Meeting. of the members of its Committee on Ministry and Counsel from only during the
week of the annual sessions to be year around.

4) Referred by the Yearly Meeting in 1997 was the consideration of hiring of staff or clerical assistance.
This matter continues to be studied.

From the Finance Committee
1) Develop an explicit statement concerning the future of the Yearly Meeting to assist the Finance

Committee in developing ways and means of handling and protecting future endowments. bequests,
investments and other real properties.

2) Provide a policy on investments and the use of their proceeds.

3) With regard to the appointment of a third member to the board of the Corporation of FRJENDS
BULLETIN. referred to the Finance Committee by the Yearly Meeting in 1998, travel costs to meetings
of the board are the only consideration appropriate to the Finance Committee. They appear to be
supportable within the present assessment rate.

From the Committee on Faith & Practice
1) The Yearly Meetings two committees. The Committee to Revise the GUIDE and the Faith and Practice

Committee be combined as a single committee.

2) A commendation of the revised text of the document on Marriage and Other Committed Relationships
to a year of study and seasoning in the meetings and worship groups of the Yearly Meeting with
consideration by the Yearly Meeting at its annual sessions in 2001.

From the Committee on Friends World Committee for Consultation
In 1999. the Yearly Meeting referred to this committee the seasoning in meetings of the proposal to sponsor

a high school in Bolivia through INELA (Bolivian Friends Yearly Meeting). This is a project of the
International Quaker Aid Program. The Program is in the process of being laid down as its projects are
picked up by various Meetings. Action to be determined in an Interest Group meeting at the time of
Yearly Meeting in June 2000.



Intermountain Yearly Meeting
A minute on the

Death Penalty

from
New Mexico Regional Meeting

The following minute on the Death Penalty is directed to Inrermounrain Year/v Meeting by New Mexico Regional Meeting to use as

ii mciv decide. The minute, adopted in September 1999, was also sent to the Meetings and Worship Groups in the Regional

Meeting, and to the Governor of the State ofNew Mexico and certain officers in its penal system. Meetings, Worship Groups and

Friends were asked to use the minute as they pursued their study of the Death Penalty and undertook action with their

governments.

The New Mexico Regional Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) hold that there is

that of God in everyone. We therefore support the repeal of the death penalty. We support the

tender care of all victims of violent crimes. We ask that we all be aware of the damaging effects the

violence of the death penally has on our society. The death penally does not make us more secure,

but less so. Vengeance does not overcome violence; love overcomes violence.

One use to which the minute has been put appears in Durango Monthly Meeting’s May newsletter, “Writing

on the death penalty,” as follows:
Peace and Social Concerns Committee requests the help ofeach ofyou in contacting the Governor of

Colorado (or Governor Johnson ofNew Mexico) during the month ofMay to request a moratorium on the

use ofthe death penalty until its validity, fair application and usefulness can be determined. Because the

issue is complex we are asking that you write a letter rather than just a post card. The address in Colorado

is: Governor Bill Owens, Room 136, State Capitol, 200 E. Coifax, Denver CO 80203. FAX (303) 866-2003.

Here are some remindersfrom Friends Committee on National Legislationfor effective letter writing:

• Be sure it is legible and keep it to under two pages.
• Thank the Governorfor some action you have appreciated.

• Be specific in the action you want him to take.

• Give the reasonfor your stance, drawing on your own experience/beliefs. Use thefact sheet

information below to support your points.
Ask questions to encourage thought on the part of the staffand Governor.

Include your address.
So we do not appear to be sendingform levers, pick and choose among the followingfor use in your letter.

You will need to be clear about moratorium, which the Governor (‘AN do and abolition which only the

LEGISL4TURE can do.
• This idea is proposed by conservatives as well as liberals. Pat Robertson spoke in support at William

and Mary College in the first week ofApril 2000 and the American Bar Association came out in

support in 1997.
• Several other Governors have declared moratoriums and twelve state legislatures plus the District of

Columbia have discontinued the practice as have all Western democracies.

• The mentally ill and mentally retarded receive death sentences.

• The United States refuses to sign the United Nations Charter on Rights of the Child because it would

prevent execution ofpeople who were 16-18 when they committed their crime.



The following three points are from The DenverPost, 2/20/2000 article by David Lane, a national expert
on the death penalty (Section H, page 1)

Since 1977 86 innocent people have been freedfrom death rows around the nation and over 500
people serving life sentencesfor crimes they did not commit have been released..

• These prisoners were notfound innocent through normaljudicial processes
but through investigative work by those outside the ‘ystem “.

• The penalty is not used evenly. Of450 people executed in this countiyfor rape, 430 were black men
who had raped white women.

Scientific research indicates capital punishment is not a deterrent to homicide or other violent
crimes. The American Society of Criminology in 1987 affirmed that social science research has found no consistent evidence of
crime deterrence through execution. 1992 FBI Uniform Crime Reports showed murder rates in states that abolished the death penalty
were lower than states that used the death penalty. A 1995 Hart Research Associates poll of police chiefs showed police chiefs ranked
the death penalty last as a way of reducing violent crime — behind curbing drug use, more police officers, more jobs and reducing
guns.

The vast majority of mainline religions and faith groups hold positions opposing the death
penal Most major denominations, including Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist, Unitarian, Quaker, Jewish, among others,
maintain strong statements condemnmg the use of the death penalty. In December 1998, the Pope spoke out against the death penain
and New Mexico’s Catholic Bishops, along with the New Mexico Conference of Churches, have taken similar stands. Many Jewish,
Protestant. Buddhist and other faith group leaders support alternatives to the death penalty and encourage their congregations to pray
and study about this issue.

Public opinion supports alternatives to the death penalty. In 1993, Greenberg/Lake and the Tarrance Group
conducted a national survey which revealed Americans favor alternative sentences over the death penalty. Support for the death
penalty dropped from 77% to 44% when a life sentence plus restitution was offered as an alternative. Issues that raised doubts about
using the death penalty included danger of executing innocent people, racism in application and failure of the penalty as a deterrent to
crime.

The death penalty is more expensive to impose than life imprisonment. A 1993 Duke Universit stud
showed that the death penalty in North Carolina costs 2.16 million dollars per execution more than a non-death penalty murder trial.
Research in other states indicates executions are three to six times more costly that life imprisonment.

• The death penalty is not a solution to crime, nor is it a balm for the wounds of violence. Our faith leads us
to reject the concept of just revenge’ in favor of programs that promote our common safety, re-build our
communities, and nurture the potential of every person.
• We believe that every person is a holy place. We oppose the death penalty as a statement of profound
pessimism about the value of human life. ‘When the state kills, it commits the very act it condemns.
• The death penalty is not a deterrent to murder -- it is an illusory protection against crime and may, instead,
legitimize the use of violence as a solution to difficult problems.
• The death penalty in the United States is profoundly and unalterably discriminatory. The disparities in
sentencing send a shameful message about the relative worth of human beings, black or white, poor or rich,
in our society.
• The death penalty allows the state to assume ultimate power over the lives of its citizens. In addition, the
use of the death penalty in the United States tacitly legitimizes the use of the death penalty in other parts of
the world. The death penalty does not exist in a vacuum -- it is one element on a spectrum of atrocities. No
cause will ever legitimate these assaults on the human spirit.

See also A.FSC’s Religious Organizing Against the Death Penalty Project and the Friends
Committee to Abolish the Death Penalty (FCADP).
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Historian-Archivist
Long Range Planning Committee

Continuing Committee
Finance Committee
Nominating Committee

Ray Maseman (Albuquerque)
Jim Hoffman (Mm View)
Ray Masernan - Pro tern (Albuquerque)

Ross Worley & Dee Surprenant (Durango)
Ted Church (Albuquerque)
Jonathan Ashworth (Santa Fe)
Nancy Dolphin (Durango)
Wyn Lewis (Santa Fe)
Peter Lundman (Albuquerque)

Jane Robinson & Lober Welsh (ClearLight)
Linda Raczek (Durango)

Report near the end of the annual sessions. May arrange for action consideration during the annual
sessions.

The Senior Young Friends and their adult coordinators Andrew Banks (Earlham-t)
Andrew Peterson( Mt.View)

Kathryn Bowers (Durango) & Eric Wright (Mm. View)
The Junior Young Friends and their adult coordinator Barbara Donachy (Mt. View)
The Coordinators for the Junior Yearly Meeting Bruce & Penny Thron-Weber (Mt. View)
The Watching Committee Marian Hoge (Albuquerque)

May consult with clerks and convenors during the annual sessions and with the clerks of Intermountain
YM and Continuing Committee after the conclusion of the annual sessions in preparing his or her report.

The Annual Meeting Reporter Henry Selters (Albuquerque)

Intermountain YM committees and their clerks or convenors
Invited to submit reports by 15 May

Committee to Develop a Faith and Practice Claire 0. Leonard (Salt Lake)
Committee for Oversight of

IMYMIAFSC Joint Service Projects Ross Worley (Durango)
Committee on Religious Education Nancy Brown (Boulder)
Committee on Sufferings Peli Lee (Santa Fe)
Committee on American Fnends Service Committee Tom Moen +3
Committee on Friends Committee on National Legislation (Connie Durand & Hal Wright +4)
Committee on Friends World Committee for Consultation Nancy Dolphin (Durango)
Committee of Concern for Border Issues (‘?) (Henkle andlor Kowal)
Members of the Corporation Board for Friends Bulletin Mary Lou Coppock (Tempe)

& Cynthia Taylor (Salt Lake)
Coordinator for the Brinton Memorial Visitor Mary Lou Coppock (Tempe)
Committee to Review the GUIDE (?) Phyllis Hoge, Josephine Olson & Nancy Taylor + 6

Chuck Rostowski (Salt Lake)
Leslie Stephens (Mm View)

Normally report during annual sessions and invited to provide action items by 15 May and during
annual sessions

Reporting is normally to the Continuing Committee in February and at the start of the annual sessions,
but invited to provide action items by 15 May

Committee on Ministry & Counsel
Committee to Select a Guest Resource Speaker
Booksales Support Coordinator
Convenor of Interest Groups
Convenor of Worship Sharing Groups
The Registrar
The Coordinator of Operations
Advocate for Persons with Different Abilities
Heberto Sein Memorial Coordinator (?)
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CONTINUING COMMITTEE
Feb. 19 2000, Albuquerque Meeting House

Present: Claire Leonard. Bob Pearsoa Carrol Pearson. Nancy Dolphin. Spencer Keck, Joanie Keck, Ted Church,
Marvin Alexander,. Richard Wilhusen. Fran Boier, Ross Worley, Lober Welsh, Eleanor Dart, Tom Schroeder.
Bob Stucklen, Kitty Bejnar, Ann Chase, Jean Roath. Bruce Brown, Steve Brock. Wyn Lewis, Peter Lundman,
Nancy Taylor, Jinx Damon. Kris Louden, Jim Hoffman, Leslie Stephens, Ray Maseman, Phyllis Hoge, Kathryn
Bowers, Eric Wright, and Andrew Peterson.

Meeting opened in silence at 9 AM in the sense of being and of gratitude.

Matters approved during the course of the day: (Copies of the minutes are available.)

1) We approved the suggestion that the clerk(s) of Ministry and Counsel be available for
consultation by IMYM officers throughout the year, beginning immediately (as they offered to
do), and that Intermountain YlvI consider the question of asking the committee to change its
term of function in this manner year round.

2) We approved the appointment of Bill Byrnes as our representative to FWCC, Section of the
Americas, to complete the term of Jonathan Taylor as well as fulfilling his own. His term
therefore will end in Dec. 2003 The question of an alternate was referred back to Colorado
Regional.

3) We approved La Donna Wallen, Cindy Yurth and Nancy Dolphin as our representatives to
FWCC Triennial, Section of the Americas, as well as Bill Bymes.

4) We approved a recommendation to increase our yearly budgeted contribution to the Third
World Travel Fund for FWCC to 5500.00, or $1500. for the Triennial.

5) We approved recommending that we appoint a representative to Friends Peace Team, who
will also be a member of the Board of the Directors, and underwrite travel support for that
person to two meetings a year within the US, the Finance Committee to decide on the
amount.

6) We approved a one year trial for the registrar to work out with clerks, and to implement,
simplicity in registration forms with cost leveling at a fiat rate, the lowest per bed cost, with
Yearly Meeting to ‘subsidize” the difference in our payment to Fort Lewis, which will
probably be no more than $500.00

7) We approved recommending that one apartment with cooking facilities be set aside for the use
of campers, who can also use the shower and rotate using the beds.

8) We approved [possibly less formally] the change from Interest Groups to Conversation
Groups. [Further consideration led to dropping this suggestion.]

9) We approved- also less formally asking previous clerks acting as a committee to compare their
thoughts about costs and tasks for a clerical assistant with the description offered by North
Pacific Yearly Meeting, and bring a report to IMYM. This could be done via e mail. It’s a start



Intermountain Yearly Meeting

Finance Committee

The following are points discussed in this report. Points 1, 2, and 3 require action by the Meeting for
Business. Points 4. 5. and 6 are for informational purposes.

1. Endowments. investments, and a possible four-corners Friends center, or other real properties
2. Investment policy for endowments
3. Third member to the Friends Bulletin Board
4. Flat fee for dormitory’ beds
5. Scholarship fund
6. Assessments and direct costs for attending the Annual Gathering

I. Endowments, investments, and a possible four-corners Friends center, or other real properties.

Before we decide to accept endowment ‘seed money” for the development of a Four Corners-area Friends
center, we first need to decide on the future of Intermountain Yearly Meeting. Some members may believe
that IMYM has evolved from a gathering for fellowship into a more formal Yearly Meeting more or less
without the direct intent of those members. It is our belief that before any possible commitment can be
made toward pursuing an IMYM Friends center, IMYM first needs to explicitly define its expected or
intended future.

The Finance Committee can make suggestions only in the belief that the Yearly Meeting will shortly, in
Quaker years that is, decide that it is willing to undertake the adventure of obtaining a site for itself.

IMYM is not incorporated. Property ownership would obligate the yearly meeting to some form of
incorporation.

Remember that none of your Finance Committee members are high-powered attorneys with years of
nonprofit law experience behind them. We believe that, at this time, IMYM is not far along enough in its
considerations concerning a Friends center or any other possible property holdings to engage the services of
a knowledgeable legal advisor.

The following are a few scenarios that the Finance Committee proposes for your consideration:

1. Incorporate IMYM. Within that corporation, create a separate entity somewhat removed from IMYM
that would function as the receiver of endowment funds and be the potential property owner of a
Friends center or other real properties. Such an entity would operate with its own board of trustees,
though a majority of this board would be appointed by IMYM. A system would need to be devised to
ensure that the Friends center funds do not co-mingle with other IMYM funds. Such legal structures
are relatively common in the non-profit world. Donors to the endowment need to know that their gifts
will be used only for the purpose they intend.

2. Incorporate a separate entity entirely removed from IMYM that would function as the receiver of
endowment funds and be the potential property owner of a Friends center or other real properties. This
entity would operate with its own board of directors, not one appointed by IMYM. This entity would
also need to incorporate. Such a scenario also ensures separation of funds and governance between
IMYM and a potential Friends center. IMYM would contract with such an entity for the use of the
property for the Annual Gathering, much as we do now with Fort Lewis College.

3. Decide that the acquisition of a Friends center is entirely beyond the scope of Intermountain YM.
Property ownership involves large commitments of time, money. and perseverance that we may not
possess.

4. Join with some other allied organization or agency.



II. Investment policy for endowments

Whatever money is given should be invested in a reasonably conservative, ethically clean”. socially
concerned mutual fund, such as the PAX fund, until a decision is made on how to proceed. Until actual
investment is to be made in acquiring real property, only interest from such investments would be used for
pursuing such an acquisition.

HI. Third member to the Friends Bulletin Board

It is not the responsibility of the Finance Committee to recommend that IMYM appoint a third Friends
Bulletin Board member. That is for the Business Meeting to decide. However, we believe that the annual
additional cost would typically be the price of a round-trip airline ticket to the West Coast, a volatile figure
indeed.

IV. Flat fee for dormitory beds

Continuing Committee decided at the spring meeting in Albuquerque to implement a flat rate for all
dormitory beds. This rate structure is an experiment. IMYM may suffer a financial loss with this system. If
so, the experiment may still not be considered a financial failure, depending on the size of the loss. IMYM
attenders will be charged the lowest per-bed rate offered by Fort Lewis College: IMYM funds will make
up any negative differences. Attenders certainly may make up any difference using the “donation” item on
the registration form, or by earmarking such funds to the IMYM treasury.

V. Scholarship fund

1. Some IMYM members have expressed concern with the phrase “Scholarship Fund”. The scholarship
fund is not intended to be a subsidy; it is intended to be just what it is named. A parallel can be found in
academic scholarships. If you attend a college or university using scholarship funds, you will be bringing
your knowledge and abilities and your seeking of yet more knowledge to the institution you attend.
Similarly, attending the IMYM Annual Gathering using scholarship funds allows for bring your light to the
gathering, which in turn is a blessing to all those attend.

2. The Finance Committee wishes to reiterate the policy of applvin2 for IMYM scholarship funds.
Applicants should first apply to their monthly meetings. If local funds are insufficient, then the Clerk of a
monthly meeting may apply to the appropriate regional or half-yearly meeting. If funds at that second level
are still insufficient, then the Clerk of the monthly meeting may apply directly to the IMYM Finance
Committee for funds. We realize that this process has not always been closely followed and is rather
cumbersome. However, we believe that monthly meetings are in the best position to assess the financial
needs of their members.

3. IMYM scholarship funds for the past several years have been easily sufficient to cover all requests. The
Finance Committee requests that monthly meetings make this fund known to their members.

VI. Assessments and direct costs for attending the Annual Gathering.

It has been IMYM policy that the Annual Gathering is to be self-supporting. Assessments pay for costs
other than the Annual Gathering, such as travel to meetings of IMYM representatives to various Friends
organizations. and do not subsidize the Annual Gathenng. On the other hand. the costs for the Annual
Gathering do not subsidize the assessments. The Finance Committee will continue with this policy unless
otherwise directed by the IMYM Meeting for Business.

(s) Jim Hoffman
Convenor, Finance Committee
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Intermountain Yearly Meeting

FAITH AND PR4CTICE COMMITTEE
\

The Faith and Practice Cornniittee met on September 10, 11, and 12, 1999, and March 31, April
1, and 2, 2000. These meetings were attended by: Martha Carr (Tempe), Mary Lou Coppock
(Tempe), Arline Hobson (Pima), Francis McAilister (Flagstaff), Elizabeth Bailey (Boulder), Bill
Byrnes (Co-opted-Mountain View), Charlotte Miller (Fort Collins), Robin Powelson (Boulder),
Johanna Gotts (Salt Lake), and Claire Leonard (Salt Lake). There are no representatives from the
Monthly Meetings of New Mexico Regional Meeting.

At the sessions of the Committee held at Yearly Meeting, there have been in attendance: Kay
Bordwell (Flagstaff), Ann Grant Martin (Colorado Springs), Roz Rae (Colorado Springs), Raven
Silva (Gila), Josephine Coats (Gila) and Johanna Gotts (Salt Lake).

The Committees officers are Claire Leonard - Clerk, Charlotte Miller - Recording Clerk and Bill
Byrnes - Corresponding Clerk.

Topics of discussion included, the relationship between the Committee to Revise the Guide and
this committee, use of Quotations in Faith and Practice, writing the section on history for our
Faith and Practice, our interest group at IMYM, and the travels of Robin Powelson among
several Yearly Meetings to learn more about their process in developing a Faith and Practice.
We completed work on two chapters, Marriage and Committed Relationships and Friend’s
Beliefs. Work was also done on the chapter on The Monthly Meeting. Elizabeth Bailey
agreed to attend the class on Faith and Practice at Pendle Hill in the Spring. Most importantly
we considered how we can best determine what parts of North Pacific Yearly Meeting Faith and
Practice are in most need of adaption in order to reflect the unique views of our Yearly Meeting
members

Recommendations:
1. Recognizing that the GUIDE is now officially a part of our FAITH and PRACTICE, we
recommend that the Yearly Meeting combine the Committee to Revise the Guide and the Faith
and Practice Committees into a single committee.

2. A subcommittee consisting of Claire Leonard, Vicki Aldrich, and Frances McAllister be
established to write the History chapter for our FAITH AND PRACTICE.

3. We commend the revised text of the changed Marriage and Other Committed
Relationships document to the Yearly Meeting for a year of seasoning to be taken up for
consideration at the Yearly Meeting Session in 20C 1.

4. Friends in Intermountain Yearly Meeting be asked to submit quotations from our own
members which might be considered for inclusion in F&P.

5. All monthly meetings are requested to submit to the Committee any formal statements of
policy or procedure developed by the meeting. Areas where these are in conflict with F&P should



be noted.

6. The Committee will circulate a set of questions about the use of the F&P, variations from
practice in specific meetings, and areas which Friends would like to see worked on for adaptation.

We are stewards of the Faith and Practice, not the Creator.

Respectfully submitted,

Claire Leonard, convenor.

Membership andpersonnel information supplied by Bill Byrnes.
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hitermountain Yearly Meeting
Committee on

American Friends Service Committee

Report to IMYM-June 2000

The AFSC Corporation Meeting was held November 4-6, 1999 at Friends Center in Philadelphia
with over 150 members of the Corporation and staff in attendance. The Corporation meeting is
an opportunity to learn in greater detail what the programs are that AFSC is involved in through
presentations and workshops facilitated by staff Program work continues to be the center of
AFSC, and this was evident at the meeting with the emphasis being how can current programs in
the four concentration areas (Peace Building and Demilitarization, Economic Justice, Social
Justice, and Youth) be carried out most effectively with the resources available. The financial
report pointed out the need to continue to build the donor base and to practice good stewardship
with the existing resources. Budget cuts are being proposed as necessary in order to remain
fiscally viable.

Kara Newell, who has been General Secretary for the last six years, has resigned her position and
Don Reeves from Nebraska Yearly Meeting is the General Secretary (Interim) while the search is
carried out for a new General Secretary. Kara was honored for her service to the organization
and also led the Programmed Meeting for Worship.

Sister Helen Prejean was the keynote speaker for the Annual Gathering. She gave a very
inspirational talk on the need to abolish the death penalty. There were discussion groups held
after her talk to carry on further what she said.

AFSC continues to strive to express and carry out the Quaker witness in the program work
undertaken in many communities in the U.S. and overseas.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Moen, Colorado, Central Region
Cynthia Taylor, Utah, Pacific Mountain Region
Tom Vaughn, Colorado(New Mexico) Pacific Southwest Region
Bill Hobson, Arizona, Pacific Southwest Region

IMYM representatives to the Corporation.
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Intermountain Yearly Meeting
Committee on

FRIENDS COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL LEGISLATION

The Yearly Meeting’s representatives are chosen and supported by the Regional Meetings.
From Arizona Half Yearly Meeting: Bill Hobson (Tempe) ‘99-01
From Colorado General Meeting Jerry Krenz (Boulder) ‘99-01

Hal Wright (Mt. View) . ‘98-00
From New Mexico Regional Meeting Helen Corneli (Santa Fe) ‘98-00

Connie Durand (Santa Fe) ‘99-01
From Utah Friends Fellowship Arly Helm (Logan?) ‘97-99 (expired)
Also:
Appointed at-large by FCNL: Jeanne Herrick-Stare (Mt. View)

Five of our six representatives to the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL)
attended the General Meeting in November. In a most unnatural coincidence, none of our
representatives can attend the June 2000 sessions of Intermountain Yearly Meeting.

Hal Wright (Mountain View) gives a report of the FCNL activities some of our representatives
are performing for FCNL.

Two of the IM YM-FCNL Committee members serve on specific committees in addition
to the General Committee on which all serve.

Jerry Krenz (Boulder) serves on the Policy Committee, which is in the process of updating
the “Statement of Legislative Policy”. The previous Policy Statement was approved in
November, 1994. It is expected that the updated statement will be approved by the General
Committee in November, 2001. The Legislative Policy Statement provides the overall goals for
FCNL from which two-year priorities emerge. The “Legislative Priorities for the 107th Congress”
will be presented to the General Committee in November 2000. It guides the specific activities of
the FCNL staff.

Jeanne Herrick-Stare (Mt View) has served as Clerk of the Executive Committee.
Hal Wright (Mt. View) serves on the Finance Committee, having begun his service to

FCNL in the Fall of 1999. He reports that “FCNL is under stress” though financial contributions
have increased in recent years. FCNL’s financial assets, invested under socially responsible
guidelines, have eroded by about 4% due to losses in some stocks held. With reserves diminished
to only 27% of the operating budget, this loss is significant. The building occupied by FCNL,
built in the Civil War era, requires $5,000,000 in renovations. A capital campaign has been
initiated and has achieved $625,000 so far. Building maintenance has increased to be 43% higher
than in 1998. The capital campaign is apparently eroding the usual flow of contributions to
operating funds. Consequently, FCNL has eliminated a field secretary, an intern position, and
delayed filling the Legislative Secretary position for Native American Affairs. (HaLvfull report,
with three enclosures, is available from Ted church. He asks that “IM YM Friends be thanked
for giving him this opportunity to serve. “)



Connie Durand (Santa Fe) provided the FCNL 2000 Epistle, which probably has not been seen by
many of our Friends, and is included with this report.

HIGHLIGHTS of FCNL’s 2000 Epistle to Friends Everywhere
A summary of FCNL’s mission and major actions in 1999
Special topics:

Promoting Global Security
Serbia and Iraq - politics
Arms Transfer legislation
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty actions
Work on the landmine ban treaty

Resume full payment of United Nations dues, and fulfill past obligations
Congressional action

Shift budget priorities away from military spending and toward meeting human needs
Priority of military spending over spending on human needs
Removal of troops from Europe and demilitarization in Columbia

Reduce the disparity between rich and poor
Children in poverty
Congressional climate leading to reduction justice and equity in the U S

Native American Advocacy
Native Alaskan concerns
Gathering of Friends on Native American Affairs

Grassroots advocacy
Young Adult Outreach program
FC1’L Wasbmnnton interns

Renovating the FCNL offices

a:ti.nIrpt1 wpd
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245 SECOND STREET. NE
WASHINGTON, DC 20002-5795 USA

PHONE (202) 547-6000
TOLL FREE PHONE (800) 630-1330

FAX (202) 547-6019

LEGISLATIVE ACTION MESSAGE (202)1547-4343 http://www.fcnl. org E-MAIL fcn1in1.org

FRIENDS COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL LEGISLATION
a Quaker lobby in the public interest

2000 Epistle to Friends Everywhere, from the
FRIENDS COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL LEGISLATION

The basic Quaker trust in the Light within leads to our trust in the inherent dignity and sacredness ofeach person.
This trust. . . underlies our social witness. War, violence .. injustice... prejudice and discrimination, the plights of
starving, homeless and disadvantaged people, and ... exploitation ofpeople or nature’s resources - al/these.., call us
to action in obedience to the Spirit. Baltimore Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice.

FCNL is a Quaker lobby in the public interest, devoted to furthering the causes of international
peace and social justice at home and abroad. In all its work, FCNL seeks to follow the leadings of
the Spirit, increasing open dialog and promoting cooperation among those with varied viewpoints.
During 1999, we have worked to accomplish FCNL’s primary purpose: to bring the concerns,
experiences and testimonies of the Religious Society of Friends to bear on policy decisions in the
nation’s capital.

This past legislative year was characterized by a number of historic national and international
crises that called for FCNL’s vision, leadership, and witness. From Kosovo to Iraq to East Timor
one violent episode followed another. Political repercussions from the impeachment trial of the
President polarized Congress for most of this session of the 106th Congress. Against a backdrop
of U.S. military interventionism abroad and impeachment at home, in a highly partisan
atmosphere, FCNL labored with Congress and the Administration to discern better ways to
address on-going violent civil and. international conflicts and to address the root causes of
violence and. suffering at home and abroad.

Specifically, in the First Session of the 106th Congress FCNL staff worked with the FCNL
General Committee, Friends, volunteers, and like-minded people on the following legislative
priorities.

Promoting Global Security: The partisan politics that characterized the impeachment
proceedings; had a direct impact on the politics of arms control, just as the bombing of Serbia and
Iraq had a direct impact on progress in arms control! and disarmament in the international arena.
After six years of hard work for the Code of Conduct on Arms Transfers, a version of the Code is
now law. Legislation to further a Code of Conduct on Arms Transfers was enacted last year.
Although the legislation is a compromise with flaws and omissions, is a significant political and



legislative victory. The political debate is no longer whether U.S. weapons transfers are a problem
but how to address the problem.

FCNL went all out to persuade the Senate to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.
In addition to activating our own constituency of 10,000 FCNL supporters, FCNL’s central role
was to focus on national religious leaders. Our efforts led to President Clinton’s gathering with
national religious leaders on the White House lawn to speak in favor of ratification. Although the
treaty was voted down, FCNL staff and colleagues recognize that the immense efforts of activists
last fail are of keen importance for future arms control work. The national press has highlighted
arms control in a manner unprecedented in recent years. The shocked reaction of the international
community to this vote has been widely reported. FCNL played a key role in generating media
attention, and in strengthening critical relationships with key national policymakers on this issue.

Additionally, FCNL continued to urge the U.S. government to sign the landmine ban
treaty, and was deeply involved in protesting the ethnic cleansing and NATO bombing in
Yugoslavia, in raising awareness about continued economic sanctions and U.S. bombing in Iraq,
and in attempts to end ethnic violence in East Timor.

Resume full payment of United Nations dues, and fulfill past obligations: Congress passed
legislation to pay a portion of the U.S. arrears to the UN. While far from the policy that FCNL
has advocated over the last few years - paying the dues in full, on time and without conditions
the legislation represents an important political advance for this issue in this Congress and moves
the U.S. closer to honoring its commitments to the UN.

Shift budget priorities away from military spending and toward meeting human needs:
During the past year, FCNL spoke out to challenge the given to military spending over spending
on developing non-military, multilateral approaches to peace and security overseas and to
advancing human security at home and abroad. A handful of members of Congress challenged
renewed military spending. But their voices were largely drowned out in the clamor for
“maintaining military readiness.” We supported cuts in troops stationed in Europe, prohibitions on
the use of U.S. military personnel and equipment in overseas air and trade shows, and cuts in
funds for the School of the Americas. We worked to deter the militarization of U.S. aid to
Columbia. At every turn we asked: “What about U.S. readiness for peace?!” Rep. McKinney
(GA), the only member of the House Armed Services Committee to vote against the Defense
Authorization bill, had FCNL’s letter to the Hill published in the Congressional Record.

Reduce the disparity between rich and poor: The robust U.S. economy and low
unemployment rates have left many in the U.S. better off. However, there is also disturbing
evidence that the disparity between the wealthiest and poorest in the U.S. has worsened and that
poverty has deepened for those on the bottom rungs of the economic ladder. The number of
children living in poverty is particularly disturbing. Unfortunately, in the current congressional
climate, the need to oppose legislation that would reduce justice and equity in the U.S. has
consumed much of our time and effort. FCNL’s work in this area included advocacy to increase
the minimum wage, to increase funding for low-income nutrition programs, to ensure that
Medicare benefits are available to all seniors, and for protection for patients enrolled in managed
care plans. FCNL has been very active in generating constituent actions at critical junctures to
ensure a full and accurate count in the year 2000 census.



Native American Advocacy: FCNL continued to play a lead role in advocacy on Native
Alaskan concerns, joining in coalition with others to work on a long-term strategy to broaden
national awareness and support for Alaskan subsistence issues. FCNL helped bring a dozen
Alaskan tribal leaders to D.C. for activist training and lobby visits. FCNL was also a primary
organizer of a successful Gathering of Friends on Native American Affairs, which drew together
Friends from across the country and the theological spectrum to reaffirm their historic concern for
Native Americans and explore leadings for future work. FCNL also produced several new sets of
educational and advocacy materials for use with congressional staff and grassroots advocates.

Grassroots advocacy: In all issue areas, Washington-based Quaker lobbyists and interns were
joined by a nationwide network of grassroots activists -- Friends and friends who, with calm
persistence wrote, phoned, e-mailed and personally visited their members of Congress to advocate
federal policies for practices of peace and social justice. A good portion of FCNL resources were
devoted to activating, serving, and expanding this grassroots constituency through provision of
resources such as the monthly FCNL Washington Newsletter, the quarterly FCNL Indian Report,
weekly Legislative Action Messages, the FCNL website (www.fcnl.org), action alerts, and
training for activists.

Securing FCNL’s Future: In 1999 we expanded our Young Adult Outreach program which
includes a DC Lobby Day, monthly meetings of Washington interns, and programs on Quaker
college campuses. FCNI. seeks the participation of young adults in our lobbying, policy
development and education work. As young adults articulate a vision of the peaceable kingdom,
FCNL offers support and skills to young adults to work and lead effectively on concerns within
the context of FCNL’s mission. We strive to hear the unique concerns, creative insights, and
visions which young adults may bring to FCNL policy and action.

Another element which is critical to FCNL’s future is renovating the building which houses the
offices of FCNL and the FCNL Education Fund. With support and approval of the FCNL General
Committee, careful building and fundraising plans are being developed.

Quaker trust in the Light within undergirds our daily engagement with the public and our elected
officials. Though we lack the power of money, though we don’t deliver blocks of votes, though
we eschew the power that comes from the barrel of a gun, we are well equipped for the challenge
ahead. Acting in obedience to the Spirit, FCNL will continue our practical witness to the inherent
dignity and sacredness of each person.

-- Joe Volk, Executive Secretary

a:\fcnlepsl.wpd

1sz 1 OmayOO



Intermountain Yearly Meeting
Committee on

FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE FOR CONSULTATION

Friends World Committee for Consultation, founded in 1937, is a network that brings together
Quakers from all over the world. The Section of the Americas includes North. Central and South
America. FWCC does not make rules for the various Yearly Meetings and smaller Friends’
groups, or try to achieve unity in theology or form of worship. It brings Friends together to
share, worship together, and learn from each other’s faith journeys.

LaDonna Wallen, Clerk for the Section of the Americas; Cindy Yurth, Spanish!English
translation; Nancy Dolphin, Clerk for the Southwest Region of the US and member of Wider
Quaker Fellowship com.mnittee; and Bill Byrnes are the IMYM representatives. We were all able
to attend the gray, windy meeting on the shores of Lake Michigan in March. The major items of
business were to approve a balanced budget created by reduced staffing, and approve a new
Mission Statement to follow the world FWCC purpose statement:

The purpose of FWCC is to be a channel of communication between Friends, helping us to
explore and nurture our identity as Quakers so that we can discover and be faithful to our true
place in the world as a people of God. Together we seek:

• to facilitate loving understanding of diversities among Friends while we discover
together, with God’s help, our common spiritual ground

• to facilitate fUll expression of our Friends’ testimonies in the world.

MISSION STATEMENT

In bringing Friends together face-to-face and heart-to-heart across traditions and national borders,
FWCC Section of the Americas seeks to promote exchanges that advance spiritual renewal and
vitality within the Religious Society of Friends.

The Section will carry out programs and will organize itself in ways that nurture our corporate
life, witness and work in the world. To this end, the Section intends its programs and structure to
help Friends:

C listen respectfully to each other, thus getting to know each other on a deeper level
and healing breaches between groups of Friends;

C clarify our own beliefs and experiences of God, and articulate them to others honestly
and lovingly;

C strengthen our faith in God and our understanding of Quaker heritage and practice;



take back to our meetings and churches seeds of revitalization; and

give fill expression in the world to our faith and the testimonies that flow from it.

The group that met was comprised of representatives from all branches of Quakerism and all parts
of the United States and Canada. There were fewer representatives than usual from South and
Central America as the finds usually used for transportation to this meeting were used for
Leadership Training Workshops in Honduras and Guatemala with others planned in Peru and
Bolivia. The Workshops were well attended and focused on Robert Barclay’s Apology and his
propositions on baptism and communion. In the part of the Americas where the Workshops took
place there is great pressure from evangelical churches that Friends will not “go to Heaven”
because they do not have a physical form of these two practices. The ministers in attendance can
now explain to their congregations and will hope for less membership erosion. As part of the
Workshop process 1000 copies of Barclay’s propositions were published in Spanish for
distribution.

A variety of worship experiences also took place during the Section meeting representing all
forms of Quaker worship. Phil Gulley, author of”Front Porch Tales” and other books was the
keynote speaker and worship leader at one session. Small worship groups met daily as well as the
entire group.

Of IMYM interest is that Pima Meeting’s BENJAMIN THE MEETINGHOUSE MOUSE who
tells his stories to Clifford Pfeil was presented in play form by one of the Chicago area First Day
Schools to the delight of all.

In July LaDonna, Cindy and Nancy will represent IMYM at the FWCC triennial which is the
world gathering of FWCC, a little like its’ yearly meeting (but occurring every three years). At
that gathering there will be about 300 Friends from all continents (except Antarctica). The
Triennial session include business meetings, plenary speeches, worship (programmed and
unprogrammed), small worship and sharing groups, and interest groups.

We invite you to come to the FWCC interest group at Intermountain Yi\’I and hear more about
this organization. We will also be discussing IMYM support of the high school sponsored by
Bolivian Friends.

Nancy W. Dolphin
Convenor
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CREATIVE GROUP WORSHIP’

So far worship has been described as if it were essentially solitary, silent, and concerned only with the
relation between an individual and God. It is, however, a peculiar doctrine and experience of the Society of
Friends that worship of the organic mystical type is not only possible for a group of persons, but that in a
group it often attains dimensions and qualities unattainable by the individual in solitude. Union with God is
attained not only by what Plotinus has called ‘the flight of the alone to the alone”; it is realized also by a
type of worship in which the synthesis of a waiting group is an important element in the union of the
individual with God. Herein lies the unique contribution of the Society of Friends to Christian thought and
practice. It is true that silent communion with God on the part of groups of persons has been known and
loved since worship began. But whether it be a company of Zen Buddhists meditating for hours without a
motion of the body, or the silent devotion of Christian Anchorites, or the moment of speechless adoration
at the elevation of the Host, there is an important difference between prescribed silences and the
germinating silence of a Quaker meeting sensitive to the emergence of new life and thought. This is what
Charles Lamb called “the agreeing spirit of uncommunicativeness” which makes men “malleable” and
prepares them “not to speak, but to be spoken from.” Before and after the Reformation there were
scattered companies who sought God in united silence as did, for example, “The Friends of God,” “The
Brethren of the Common Life,” “The Farnihsts” and the “Seekers.” Many Familists and Seekers became
Fnends and there is no doubt that these expert menters in worship exercised a determining influence upon
congregational worship in the Society of Friends. It is, I think, true to say that no other religious group
beside the Quakers, with a few possible minor and individual exceptions, has undertaken m the same
thorough way a collective worship of the type I have designated as organic.

if it is the function of a definition to indicate what is unique or peculiar to the thing defined then this
essentially social characteristic of Quaker mysticism should appear in any comprehensive definition of
Quakerism. Quakerism might be partially defined as a doctrine which holds that there is something of God
in every man. Yet this belief, though central with the Society of Friends, is held in some form by many
sects and religions. The illumination of the Holy Spirit has never been completely denied by any Christian
group. Quakensm might also be partially defined in terms of its peace principles or its social theories or
testimonies. These are corollaries of the doctrine of the universality of the Inward Light. A more accurate
definition would state that Quakerism is the belief that the highest type of worship is a group mysticism
which affords opportunity for the silent growth of organic relations uniting the worshiper with God and
with each other.

* * * * *

Thinkers who maintain that the highest form of worship is an individual mystical approach to God will
probably leave small impress on prevailing practice in contemporary Christianity, except to increase the
tendency to non-attendance. Their criticism reveals a weakness in the traditional collective method and
theory, but it does not offer anything new. There is no way suggested through which a congregation as
such may attain the heights which an individual can scale.

** * * * *

Quaker experience supports the view that it is possible and practicable to merge the peculiar values of
individual and of social worship. The unique worth of individual worship arises from the fact that the
solitary worshiper need not adapt himself to any external or traditional circumstance. He is not tugged at
from without if he aspires to reach heights unattained by those around him. And yet the extreme of
individualism might result in an unproductive religious anarchy. The special efficacy of social worship is
due to the opportunity which it affords for the stronger to help the weaker. Those who know the ascent



can guide those who do not really find it. But in this case an extreme of social control might effect a type

of uniformity out of which new life could not readily emerge.
The Quaker Meeting for worship when it attains its ends avoids the two extremes and combines, I

believe, the high potency of each. It approximates the characteristics of a living being. A nice adjustment

of individual and social values is arrived at so that the whole does not dominate the parts nor do the parts

go their own way regardless of the whole: Each determines and is determined by the other. The power

that controls and directs and which is sometimes called “the life of the meeting”, permeates the group, and

harmonizes the deepest well of every member.
Intellectually, it is a paradox that parts knit in a living whole may retain their individual freedom,

but we know from our own experience of life that such may be the case. . . . No common will seems

possible unless it be externally imposed. As fellowship deepens and the spirit of worship grows a new and

higher synthesis silently quickens the individuals into a united whole. Isaac Pennington compares this

experience to the fusion of fire. He says, “They are like a heap of fresh and bunmig coals warming one
another. . . as a great strength, freshness and vigor of life flows into all.” (A further Testimony to the
Truth, p. 35) Whittier describes the influence which quickened waiting hearts:

till haply someone felt
On his moved lips the seal of silence melt.
Or, without spoken words, low breathings stole
Of a diviner Life from soul to soul,
Baptizing in one tender thought the whole.

(The Pennsylvania Pilgrim.)

That such a miracle can occui without words may appear incredible to one who has not
experienced it. Often spoken words help to bring the consummation to pass. The Divine Fire may kindle
one coal first and its glow spread thence to the others. But sometimes the radiance is suffused without
speech as silently as the breath of spring unfolds new and beautiful forms of life in a meadow.

Friends have use the term “a gathered meeting” to indicate that this common life has been realized.
There is, to employ another traditional term, a “covering” over the meeting. Its warp is fashioned of the
prayers and searchings of the worshipers and its woof is woven by the Divine hand. If words are uttered
which are “in the life of the meeting” this means that the words spoken in a measure express the exercise

of the whole. There is a wide difference between a lively meeting and a meeting “in the life”. A lively

meeting where there is much speaking may remain on the mechanical level. A “meeting in the life” may
be held in complete silence.

* * * * *

Let us not in our meetings for worship be afraid of commonplace words, of repetitions, or of old

and familiar expressions. It is not new words but new life that we want. The food of the soul is none the

less nourishing if it is not served in strange and fanciful forms.
Do not lovers repeat to each other over and over again the familiar phrases? They do not indulge

in long speeches nor in closely reasoned discourses, nor in a self-conscious struggle for new ideas. The

expression of feeling is always simpler than the expression of thought. The language of love is the

simplest language there is, so simple that ultimately it does not need any words at all.

1. “CREATIVE WORSHIP and Other Essays”, by Howard H. Brinton, Pendle Hill Publications, 1957,

Chapter VIII pp. 36- 45.



Abstract
by

Joanna Austin-Manygoats
March 6, 2000

Know that you are present where you are,..

Dine believes that there is a purpose of life; that is to fulfill life’s destiny pattern. The
creator’s purpose for human destiny is to love and to give of self The attitudes of love and giving
actions are embedded in each of us since time immortal.

Dine strongly believe in the power of thought. The world is created by the power of
thought and speech; all things are transformed according to commands. All things respond to and
are part of the divine flow; the cosmic principle Give thanks as you are a part of this Divine realm

Thought and speech are inseparable allies. Speech is the outer form of thought, and
thought is the inner form of speech. All life have an inner and an outer form. Bodily movement,
actions, and behavior are extension and externalization of thought. The external observable
evidence of this power. All life is precious. Everything that you see, experience, feel and know is a
reflection of you. If you see beauty, that beauty begins within you.

Speech is an externalization of thought. Being the outer form of thought, speech is an
extension of thought. Speech represents marvelous evidences of character and the extensive
capacity of intelligence. Speech is a reinforcement of tile power of thought; it is an imposition to
the external world. Thought and speech are coupled with the component of formal action;
knowledge. As thought precedes speech, knowledge precedes thought.

Knowledge is the inner form of thought. As knowledge precedes thought, language
precedes speech. Creation is external manifestation of knowledge therefore knowledge is endless.
Dine believe that the world was transformed from knowledge, organized in thought, patterned in
language, and realized in speech.

Utilize your gifts in the traditional sense and transcend them into the realm of feeling. To
really love and give unfolds, strengthens, affirms, build, and reciprocate.... Thoughts without
actions are heavy, once action takes place, thoughts are lifted beyond the burden. Know who you
are, not by name, not by body, you are the universe itself Every marvel in the world is within
you.

Growing is change on the physical and on the nonphysical levels. Let go of some of your
old ideas, old ways of doing things. You are unique and important with an important contribution
to make to humanity. Growth is achieved not by the word, not by concept, it is a way of
life.. .being present where you are. take on significance and purpose.
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Intermountain Yearly Meeting

Personnel of the Yearly Meeting - a list

Executive Committee 6/99 - 6/01
Clerk of Yearly Meeting
Ted Church (Albuquerque)
Recording Clerk to the Yearly Meeting
Bob & Carrol Pearson (FWCC-Las Vegas)
Clerk to the Continuing Committee
Ray Maseman (Albuquerque)
Recording Clerk to the Continuing Committee
Phyllis Hoge (Albuquerque)
Registrar
Peter Lundman (Albuquerque)
Treasurer (3 yr)
Richard Wilshusen (Boulder) 6/98-6/01
Clerk to the Finance Committee (3 yr ol Treas.)
Jim Hoffman (Mtn. View) 6/97-6/00
Convenor of Worship Sharing Groups
Wyn Lewis (Santa Fe)
Convenor of interest Groups
Nancy Dolphin (Durango)
Coordinator of Operations
Jane Robinson & Lober Welsh (Albuquerque/ClearLight)
Clerk of Faith and Practice Committee
Claire 0. Leonard (Salt Lake)
Co-Clerks of Ministry & Counsel
Dee Surprenant (9/98-9/01) & Ross Worley (9/99-9/0 1)
Coordinators of the Junior Yearly Meeting Program
Bruce & Penny Thron-Weber
Coordinator of the Junior Young Friends Program
Barbara Donachy (Mt. View)
Coordinators of the Senior Young Friends Program
Kathryn Bowers & Eric Wright 6/98-6/00
Eliza Kretzman & Karl von Hoyrnngen-Huene 6/00-6/02
Co-Clerks for the Senior Young Friends
Andrew Banks & Andrew Peterson (Mt. View)
Clerk to old Nominating Committee (NMRM)
Nadine Mills (Durango) 9/97-9/00
Clerk to the NEW Nominating Committee (3 yr ol)
Nancy Taylor (Mt View) 6/00 - 6/03

Immediate Past Clerk
Penny Thron-Weber (Mt. View) 6/97-6/99
Immediate Past Clerk for the Continuing Committee
Hal Wright (Mt. View) 6/97-6/99

1



Not on the Executive Committee
Clerk of Watching Committee
Marian Hoge (Albuquerque) 6/99-6/01
Booksales Support Coordinator
Jonathan Ashworth (Santa Fe)6/99-6/0 1
Advocate for Friends With Different Abilities
Linda Raczek (Durango)6/99-6/01
Clerk of Committee on Sufferings
Peli Lee (Santa Fe)6/99-6/01
Convenor of Religious Education Committee
Nancy Brown (Boulder)6/99-6/0 I
Brinton Visitor Committee Representative
Mary Lou Coppock (Tempe)6/99-6/01
Reporter to Friends Publications
Henry Selters (Albuquerque)6/99-6/0 1
Clerk for the Long Range Planning Committee
Leslie Stephens (Boulder)6/99-6/0 1
Clerk for Committee on Migrant and Border Concerns
Tom Kowal (Mountain View)
Heberto-Sein Memorial Visitor Liaison(4 yr)

Historian-Archivist (6yr)
Chuck Rostowski (Salt Lake-Ogden) 6/97-6/03
Members (3) of the Board for FRIENDS BULLETIN (3 yr 01)
Cynthia Taylor (Salt Lake-Ogden) 6/97-6/00
Mary Lou Coppock (Tempe) 6/98-6/Olrl
Phyllis Hoge (Albuquerque) 6/00-6/03
Friends Peace Teams Project (3 yr)
Bill Durland (Albuquerque/Lamb’s Community) 6/00-6/03)

Regional Meeting Appointments (having just had YM resp.)
Junior Yearly Meeting Coordinators
Bruce & Penny Thron-Weber (Mt. View) 6/00 & 6/01

Judy Danielson (Mt. View)
Jim Hoffman (Mt. View)
Julia Hallaby (Durango-Mancos)
Charlotte Miller (Fort Collins)

Regional Meeting Appointments (except one having current resp.)
Representative to the Watching Committee (lyr)
AzHYM Joanie Keck (Phoenix)
Co1RM Jerel Peterson (Mt. View)
NMRM Marian Hoge (Albuquerque) Clerk 6/99-6/0 1, Shelley Cohen (Santa Fe),

David Henkel (Santa Fe),
UTFF Lori Roggman (Logan)
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To the Committee to Select a Guest Resource Speaker (2yr)
AzHYM Mary Lou Coppock (Tempe) & Laflonna Wallen (Tempe) (Pro tern 6/00)
CoIRM Penny Thron Weber (Mt. View) (Pro tern 6/00)
NMRM Shelly Cohen (Santa Fe) 9/98-9/00 & Clerk of IMYM (6/99-6/01) & Jim Mills

(Durango) (Pro tern 6/00)
UTEF Cathy Webb (Logan) (Pro tern 6/00)
To the Religious Education Commiftee(2yr)
AzHYM
CoIRM Nancy Brown (Boulder) Clerk 6/99-6/01
NMRM
UTFF Open 6/12/00

From Each Regional Meeting
Member of the Finance Committee (3yr)
AzHYM
Co1RM Jim Hoffman (Mtn. View) (?)
NMRM Bob Dolphin (Durango) 9/99-9/02
UTFF Open 6/12/00
Correspondent to FRIENDS BULLETiN
AzHYM
Co1RM Maria Krenz (Boulder)
NMRM Henry Sellers (Albuquerque) 9/99-9/00
UTFF Alice Stokes (Logan)
IMYM Representatives to FCNL, FWCC & AFSC
Friends Committee on National Legislation (3yr)
AzHYM(1) Bill Hobson (Tempe) 99-0 1
Co1RM (2) Hal Wright (Mt View) 98-00

Jerry Krenz (Boulder) 99-0 1
NMRM (2) Connie Durand (Santa Fe) 11/98-11/01

Helen Comeli (Santa Fe) 11/97-11/00
UTFF (1) Rand Hirschi (Salt Lake) 00-02
Friends World Committee for Consultation (3yrol)
AzHYM LaDonna Wallen (Tempe) 1/00-12/02 (3/03)
CoIRM Bill Bymes (Mt. View) completes 1/98-12/00 (3/0 1) & 1/01-12/03 (3/04)
NMRM Nancy Dolphin (Durango) 1/99-12/01 (3/02)
UTFF Cindy Yurth (Logan) 1/00-12/02 (3/03)
American Friends Service Committee Corporation(3yr)
AzHYM Bill Hobson (Tempe)
Co1RM Torn Moen (Boulder) (Clerk)
NMRM Tom Vaughan (Durango-Mancos) 9/99-9/02
UTFF Cynthia Taylor (Salt Lake-Ogden)
Joint Service Projects Oversight Committee
AzHYM
Co1RM Matt Kowal (Mt. View)
NMRM Ross Worley (Durango) 9/99-9/02
UTFF Branda Chung (Logan)
Senior Y Fr
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Committee to Review the GUIDE (2yr)
AzHYM(2) Mary Lou Coppock (also liaison to F&P)(Tempe) (?) LaDonna Wallen

(Tempe)(?)
CoIRM (2) Nancy Taylor (Mt. View) 6/00-6/02
NMRM(2) Phyllis Hoge (Albuquerque) 9/98-9/00 Josephine Olson (Albuquerque) 9/99-9/0 1

UTFF (2) Cynthia Taylor (Salt Lake/Ogden)
Committee on Ministry & Counsel (2yr 01)

AzHYM Mary Lou Coppock (Tempe) & Arline Hobson (Pima)

Co1RM Bettie Ray (Mt. View) & Bill Byrnes (Mt. View)
NMRM Ross Worley (Durango) & Dee Surprenant (Durango) Co-Clerks 6/99-6/0 1

UTFF Cynthia Smith (Salt Lake/Moab) & Tom Schroeder (Logan)

Senior Y Fr Anne Parker (?) & Eliza Schroeder (Logan)

Long Range Planning Committee (indeterminate)
AzHYM
Co1RM Leslie Stephens (Boulder) (Clerk 6/99-6/01)

Barbara Stephens (Boulder)
Sunny Brown (Boulder)
Jonathan Taylor (Fort Collins)

NMRM Maggie Gould (Albuquerque)
Tom Hughes (Albuquerque)
Vicki Aldrich (Las Cruces/Hilisboro)
Nancy Dolphin (Durango)

UTFF Open 6/12/00

Monthly Meeting Appointments: On separate listsfrom committee clerk

Continuing Committee (l+alt, 2yr ol)
NEW Nominating Committee (3yr ol)
Liaison to Committee on AFSC
Committee on Sufferings (<2)
Committee on Faith & Practice (<2, 3yr ol)

Senior Young Friends Nominations approved by the Yearly Meeting
Co-Clerks (2 yr) Andrew Banks (Mt. View) & Andrew Peterson (Mt. View) 6/99-6/0 1
Representatives to Continuing Committee (1 ea.).
AzHYM Jon Schroeder (Tempe)
CoIRM Tia Smilack (CrystaiSprings WG)
NMRM Martin Kretzman (Santa Fe) 9/99-9/0 1 & Owen Henkel (Santa Fe) 9/98-9/00

UTFF Martin Schroeder (Logan) & Ana Easterling (7)
Members (1 ea.) to

Finance Committee
Nathan Heim-Burger (Logan)

Executive Committee

Guest Resource Speaker Committee

Watching Committee
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Members (2) to:
Joint Projects Oversight Committee (via AFSC Cmte.)

Jon Schroeder (Tempe)
Amanda Moerci (Prescott WG)

Committee on Ministry & Counsel
Anne Parker (?)
Eliza Schroeder (Logan)

Clerks to the Regional
Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting:
Colorado Regional Meeting
New Mexico Regional Meeting

Utah Friends Fellowship

Meetings
Lisa Hobson (Tempe)
Barbara Stephens (Boulder)
Quentin Wilson (Albuquerque)(9/00)
Steve Brock & Eileen Hammer (Albuquerque) (9/00-9/02)
Cindy Yurth (Logan)

a:\ympers.d
tse2julOO

Yearly Meeting positions listed: 122 (17 unfilled or unknown)

Junior Young Friends Nominations approved by the Yearly Meeting
Clerk to Junior Young Friends: (7)
Representatives to Continuing Committee
AzHYM
CoIRM
NIvIRM See Senior Young Friends
IJTFF
Members (2) to Committee on Ministry & Counsel
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