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The Ties That Bind: The Bros. Burke/Berque
by Jill Wharton

They share the same graduating class year, they pronounce their last names the same, they both
were sociology majors, and both pursued a coaching career. But where do the similarities end? 
This article traces the pathways of two similar but very different ’Fords.

Alumni Weekend 2001

We didn’t let a little rain get in the way of good times and revisiting memories! From softball 
games to ballroom dancing and reunion banquets, ’Ford alums had a good old-fashioned time 
as seen in this series of photos from Alumni Weekend. Photos by Rusty Kennedy.

Commencement 2001

A collection of photographs from this year’s Commencement exercises. Photos by Michael Wirtz.

HAVERFORD 
Beyond the Outfield: Haverford and Bryn Mawr’s Journey to Cuba

Last March, 37 students from Haverford and Bryn Mawr traveled to Havana, Cuba, in an
effort to use the sport of baseball as a basis for cultural dialogue and political understanding
between the two countries. As told from the perspectives of Sara Wolf ’03 and Zack Phillips
’01, this article shares the students’ remarkable experience. 
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The Spring 2001 issue of the Haverford Alumni Magazine has just arrived. It was, as usual, an interesting and nicely provocative read. 
My eye was particularly struck by the section in the article titled  “Going Global” detailing the responses of Richard Olver ’69. When

asked who his “favorite Haverford professor” had been, Richard is quoted as saying “Bob Bultman.”  
Whether it was his mistake or your reporter’s doesn’t matter.  The named professor was, of course, Robert H. Butman, whose arrival

on campus was during my class’ senior year.  He wasn’t much older than we were, having been Christopher Fry’s personal secretary in London
after a stint in the Navy. 

During the years to come, Bob became a most important intellectual and moral influence on hundreds of students at both Haverford
and Bryn Mawr.  His direction of serious dramatic works ranging from the Greek classics through Shakespeare and Webster and Shaw greatly
enriched the two-college culture. The productions were almost always first-rate and indeed often of professional caliber.  Audiences frequently
left the hall in earnest discussions of the works that went on for days and weeks thereafter. 

More important, perhaps, was the educative experience that Bob afforded to his student actors, directors, and production people.
Nobody associated with one of his productions merely worked on putting on a play or an opera.  Far better than that, excellent as the produc-
tions almost always were, were the insights to which Bob led his student cast and company, about the moral lessons of religion and love and
hate and war and peace in the great masterpieces of the stage.  More than any other teacher I ever knew, Bob Butman quite literally trans-
formed the lives of a great many young people. 

Later, Bob also took responsibility for years of seminars in the Colleges’ basic humanities course.  Here too, having Bob as one’s teach-
er made that course a very special intellectual and spiritual adventure.  He was widely read and eclectic in his interests—and a fascinating 
individual both as a teacher and as a friend. 

Bob Butman died not many years ago, prematurely, of complications of diabetes. His wonderful wife, Flo, died soon thereafter.
Their passage left a hole in the lives of a great many of us.  Thank you, Richard Olver, for reminding us. 

–– Steven Henning Sieverts ’56 

Editor’s Note: We regret the aforementioned spelling error, and appreciate the adept readerships’ comments.    

Are you online?
The Haverford Alumni Magazine
is on the web!
From www.haverford.edu, click on 
‘Alumni,’ then on ‘Alumni Magazine.’

It’s a convenient way to read features and
departments, e-mail a letter to the editor, or
browse the class notes listings from the
current issue, as well as back issues dating
from 1997.

Haverford Alumni Magazine welcomes signed letters to the
editor, preferably typed and double-spaced. Letters for publication
should be addressed to:  Editor, Haverford Alumni Magazine, 
370 Lancaster Avenue, Haverford, PA 19041-1392.
Letters are subject to editing for style and space limitations.

Did You Know . . . ?
Haverford is in the early development phase for a new athletics facility.  An
architect will be chosen by a campus committee this summer.  First-stage plans will
include a fitness cox, competition volleyball and basketball courts, squash courts,
offices for coaches and staff, locker rooms, and training rooms. 

Funds for the project are being raised in the context of the “Educating to Lead,
Educating to Serve” campaign. As of June 8, nearly $12 million has been committed
to this project.  Howard Lutnick ’83 is the lead donor. Doug Gardner ’83 and Arn
Tellem ’76 are co-chairing a steering committee of volunteers who will help with
fundraising and will provide input to the president on this important project.
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Most Haverford Alumni Magazine readers
will know what the liberal arts are. The term
derives from the Latin artes liberales meaning
“the arts or sciences worthy of a free man.”
Each piece of the definition has some snag
in modern parlance: “free man” because not
only is the freedom/slavery question so dis-
quieting, but also because over half of U.S.
college students are women; and “arts”
because the original connotation included
among other things logic, rhetoric, astrono-
my, grammar, and arithmetic, but had little
to do with what we now generally think of
as the arts. So let’s ruminate about the arts in
this latter way, as in the fine arts, theater,
and music.

Turning to the dictionary one finds that
art is “the production or expression of what
is beautiful, appealing, or of more than ordi-
nary experience.” (Aside to the reader: My
copy of the American College Dictionary,
©1959, may be outdated, but this defini-
tion is probably as useful as any from the
21st century.) This definition easily encom-
passes what we ordinarily think of as “the
arts”: music, painting, sculpture, dance, and
related varieties of human expression. To be
sure, the broadest interpretation of this defi-
nition would also include a perfectly execut-
ed topspin backhand, but the athletic arts
have been discussed previously here (see
“The View From Founders,” Fall 1999).

To me, beauty is the raison d’etre of the
arts. Few things are more uniformly positive
than making the world a gorgeous place, so
I highly recommend frequent yielding to the
impulse to create, or at least to display,
something beautiful. The arts convey the
endless variety and diversity of humanity.
People of different cultures, geographies,
and histories all experience the world in sin-
gular ways. But their creations—born of
individual understanding and rooted in a
particular cultural milieu—in turn, enhance
the lives of all of us collectively. And art
transforms the everyday subconsciousness of
life into a fresh and original awareness of
how exceptional human existence really is,
and thereby pushes the boundaries of our
everyday experience. I recall one of my
favorite novels, Somerset Maugham’s Of
Human Bondage, where Philip, the main
character, has a revelation upon seeing the
paintings of El Greco: “in all of them was
that passion for the unseen … they seemed

to have the power to touch the incorporeal
and see the invisible.”

The fine arts are well represented at
Haverford College. From the catalog, the
aims of the Fine Arts Department are dual:
1.) For students not majoring in Fine Arts:
to develop a visual perception of form and
to present knowledge and understanding of
it; and 2.) For students intending to major
in fine arts: beyond the foregoing, to pro-
mote thinking in visual terms and to foster
the skills needed to give expression to those
in a form of art.

Lucky them! While I thoroughly enjoy
my job, I am sorely tempted to sneak away
to the Marshall Fine Arts Building to
immerse myself in painting, drawing, sculp-
ture, photography, graphics, and printmak-
ing. While lack of artistic talent may stand
in the way of this ambition, I can nonethe-
less enjoy the outpourings of our students
and faculty. Assistant Professor Ying Lee, for
example, sponsored an exhibition in the
Magill Library of drawings, watercolors, 
pastels, and collages, created during the year
by her Advanced Painting and Experimental
Studio classes. Also, each year the Cantor
Fitzgerald Gallery showcases the work of
Haverford folks at the end of each semester.
It is stunning—and wonderfully surpris-
ing—to see the hidden expressiveness in
light, shadow, and color from friends known
only in other everyday contexts. Check it
out next year if you are on campus.

Art is also expressed through perfor-
mance, especially theater, drama, and dance.
This year, the Haverford Humanities Center
presented a series titled “The Body in 
Performance,” that combined public events
with artist visits to classes. Three occasions
highlighted this experience: Carmelita Trop-
icana with a hilarious take on being Cuban
and lesbian; Douglas Dunn and Dancers
with a witty yet rigorous interpretation of
modern dance; and Anna Devere Smith,
who combined interpretations of modern
culture with impressions of characters drawn
from real life. We were enthralled by each of
these, and as with all important art, each
event created a permanent memory for
those in attendance.

The musical arts are easily found
throughout the Haverford environs. Again
from the catalog: The Music curriculum 
is designed to deepen understanding of 
musical form and expression through devel-

T H E  V I E W  F R O M  F O U N D E R S

Theme and Variations
by Tom Tritton, President

opment of skills in composition and perfor-
mance joined with analysis of musical works
and their place in various cultures.

Majoring in music is certainly a liberal
arts option, and several students do so each
year. Other opportunities abound, including
Orchestra and the Chamber Singers (both
are bi-college), as well as jazz, rock, a capella,
and chamber music groups. A jaunt around
campus would reveal portable headsets,
CDs, radios, stereo systems, and the modern
musical currency of MP3s so ubiquitous,
one might think music was our sole reason
for existence.

Many alumni will remember the sight of
Professor John Davison walking back and
forth between Union Hall and his home on
College Circle, from which the sound of his
piano often could be heard. Following John’s
parting last year, Curt Cacioppo, a world-
renowned composer, was appointed to the
Ruth Marshall Magill Professorship of
Music. By tradition, the new recipient of an
endowed chair gives a public lecture during
the first year of his or her tenure. Curt con-
siderably expanded the meaning of the word
“lecture” by creating a multimedia experi-
ence through his composition “The Ances-
tors,” which was a response to a painting by
emeritus professor Charles Stegeman. Thus,
a large audience was mesmerized by lan-
guage, the performance of a piece in five
movements for violin, cello, and piano, as
well as by the presence of the visual work
itself and the language of concepts, analysis,
and communication that tied the experience
together.

Coda: Although fine arts, theater, and
music begin as creations of individuals
laboring in solitude, these also become
expressions of the discipline and passion of
the Haverford community as a whole, a
community that reaches beyond the campus
to include friends and alumni near and far.
Art draws us together in mutual apprecia-
tion of our talents and joys. I think John
Cage had it right when he said: “Everything
you do is music and everywhere is the best
seat.”
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From the 

Editor’s Desk

It is with great pride and optimism that I
join the Haverford College community and
introduce myself as the new Editor of your
magazine.

After receiving the Spring 2001 issue,
many of you noticed some subtle changes
in the publication. You will also see changes
in this issue. We’ve allowed some space up
front for issues and events happening right
here on campus.  The rest of this issue
focuses on athletics at Haverford, an area
that doesn’t always get a lot of attention.
Athletics, however, are a vital part of the
integrated learning experience at Haver-
ford. Teamwork, leadership, pride of
accomplishment – these are hallmarks of a
successful athletics program.   And it’s only
going to get better.

We’ve been receiving lots of feedback
and editorial suggestions from alumni.
Rest assured, your voices are being heard,
and are highly valued.  Hearing what you
would like to read and how you would like
the magazine to look and feel, we get a
sense of how changes should be made.  
The magazine will continue to evolve with
your input.  

In the coming year, we will work on a
complete redesign of the magazine.  In
order to do this right, we will need your
help. We will be working closely with key
alumni volunteers, including members of
the Alumni Association Executive Com-
mittee, to bring you the best magazine pos-
sible. Early this fall, a comprehensive survey
developed by Institutional Advancement
will be mailed to all alumni.  This survey,
which will include questions about how
you use this publication, will give us the
opportunity to better define the magazine,
its mission, and its message.  With a little
time and a lot of hard work, I am confident
that the Haverford magazine will grow to
represent the excellence you remember
from your time here.  

As always, your letters are welcome; cor-
respondence may be sent to me directly at:
jwharton@haverford.edu.

Here’s to the future!

––

Leanne Cole
Multicultural Recruiting Intern

P  R  O  F  I  L  E

Leanne Cole is a living testament to Haverford College’s

ongoing commitment to diversity. As multicultural recruit-

ing intern, a new full-time position at Haverford, Cole col-

laborates with the Office of Admission and the Athletic

Department to recruit the best and brightest high school

student-athletes of color. To that end, she travels extensively

throughout the country attending college fairs and various

sporting events, and meets with high school coaches and

teachers in hopes of discovering the next Ntobeko Ntusi ’98

or Hiro Takahashi ’02.

Cole is a newcomer to the Haverford community,

although her mission here is certainly not as nascent. Diversity has long been a top priority

for the College’s Board of Managers, and the ongoing implementation and support of pro-

grams such as this have been on the agenda for nearly three decades. This year, 24 percent

of Haverford’s student body identify themselves as students of color (which includes Lati-

nos, African-Americans, Asian-Americans, and Native Americans), surpassing the 17 per-

cent of last year.

Cities such as Los Angeles, Miami, and Atlanta, which were determined by senior staff

members to be focus areas for student recruitment, are also typically less represented on

campus. Cole therefore spends a majority of her time traveling to these locations, as well as

to areas within close proximity to Haverford, including Center City Philadelphia. She also

actively seeks international students who may not be aware that an opportunity to attend

college in the United States is even an option. 

Often times, one particular student-athlete stands out as exemplary, and she admits

going to great lengths to make sure they get here. “For some of these kids, the only thing

they want to do is come to Haverford College. So I do what I can to try to make that hap-

pen. It may mean familiarizing myself with citizenship laws, researching available financial

aid, speaking with their parents—whatever it takes to get them here.”

Leanne received both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree from Washington College in

Chestertown, MD, where she played field hockey and softball. While earning her graduate

degree, she served as an assistant field hockey and softball coach.

–– J.W.



The Volleyball Renaissance
It is termed by the athletics staff as “the rebirth of women’s volleyball,” and it has
been a long time coming. Have a look at the fresh faces of Haverford’s women’s 
volleyball team.

What do you get when you package seven freshmen on one team?  Mayhem? Playing-time crisis? 
At first, head women’s volleyball coach Jim Haney thought that the addition of all these first-years might be

overwhelming. “The first problem I thought we would have was the introduction of seven freshman to
an established team, but that was never an issue.”

In fact, the meshing of the young and new on this past year’s women’s volleyball team has
resulted in a record just shy of perfection. Their 30-6 record is an all-time best, and smashes

the previous mark of 27-9, set in 1987.
“With the success of the previous year’s frosh class and their hard work over the spring

coupled with this year’s class, they played like they should win every game,” Haney says of
the soon-to-be sophomores. “They don’t have any knowledge of how other teams had
great success over Haverford volleyball in the past, and so they were not intimidated by

these strong programs.”
In addition to their intimidating record, women’s volleyball won three major tourna-

ments this year, including Dickinson, St. Mary’s of Mary-
land, and Kings Point Invitationals.  The team also was

runner-up in the Haverford Invitational and the Seven 
Sisters Championship.  

The onslaught has been fueled by some first-year starters,
including Jen Constantino and Jelyn Meyer. Constantino is
currently 15th in the country in kills per game in Division
III. Meyer, who hammered 32 kills against Gettysburg,
shattered the old school record, placing her on the NCAA
30 kill club. One week later, teammate Constantino regis-
tered 36.

“These women are awesome and get along very
well....the only problem we face is getting through the lulls
during the game.  As they gain experience, they will be
unstoppable, knowing that there are ups and downs, but in
the end, HC will be victorious,” Coach Haney says.

Experience is something that might be found in the veterans.
Returning co-captains Stephanie Frank ’03 and Anne Suskind ’01,
Hiro Takahashi ’02, Leah Tuckman ’03, and Ali Brodsky ’04 have estab-
lished a powerful, tight nucleus. Frank has completed five triple-doubles—double
digits in assists, digs, and kills this season.  She is listed more then anyone in the NCAA for this accomplishment.

According to Haney, the team and the individuals are either the best or in the top four in almost every category
in the Centennial Conference. Overall, Haverford tied for third place.

Of the team’s record, Haney says, “We definitely exceeded some of the goals I set in my mind.  I knew that we
would be better than last season, but I never imagined that we would be this much better.

After each practice and match, I just went to the next level with this team and pre-
pared them to be better each day.”

In the Conference Championships, Haverford lost to No. 20-ranked
Franklin & Marshall in the fourth game, the best any Centennial

team fared against the Diplomats this season. Haverford finished
the season 30-6, and ranked sixth in the Mid-Atlantic Region
with Constantino named 1st Team All-Conference, 1st Team
All-Region, and runner-up for Frosh of the Year. Meyer fol-
lowed up with a 2nd Team All-Conference selection, and
Frank was Honorable Mention All-Conference.

–– Ben Morris ’01
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Changing
Faces

Institutional Advancement

Felice R. Aversa has
been appointed as

Director of Informa-
tion Management/   

Advancement 
Services. Prior to

coming to Haverford,
she was the Manag-

ing Editor/Webmas-
ter for the Wendover

Corporation.

Kevin Quinn is the
new Director of

Major Gifts. Previ-
ously, he served as

Major Gifts 
Officer for St.

Joseph’s 
University.

Angela Scott
recently

joined the
Haverford team

as Major Gifts
Officer. She recently

received a master’s
degree in higher

education adminis-
tration from the

University of 
Pennsylvania.

Lynne Hartshorne
is the new Gift 

Planning Associate.
She is a member of

the Delaware Valley
Planned Giving

Council.
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Wendy Smith
H e a d  Wo m e n ’s  S o c c e r  C o a c h

F  A  C  U  L  T  Y    P  R  O  F  I  L  E

Head women’s soccer coach, Wendy Smith, inspires her athletes and colleagues not only
on the playing field, but also throughout the many leadership roles she assumes outside her
professional life. 

As a prominent athletic member of the Haverford class of ’87 (Wendy was not only an 
All-American lacrosse player, but as a star soccer player, helped to initiate the College’s women’s
soccer program), Wendy’s work has since spanned the country. After graduation, Wendy 
pursued a master’s degree through the Institute for International Sport at the University of
Rhode Island and became the university’s first recipient of an M.B.A. in International Sports
Management. Subsequently, she began interning with the United States Association for Blind
Athletes, an organization that would continue to have great impact on her future plans. She
returned to Haverford in 1990 as an assistant coach in soccer and lacrosse, and in 1993 was
named head women’s soccer coach and assistant athletic director.

Wendy’s coaching style can only be described as intense. Whether it be three-a-day presea-
son practices or drills before a game, she drives her athletes to be competitive and to push
themselves beyond their physical and psychological limits. “I’m a real firm believer that if you
work hard, you’ll be successful,” Wendy says. As the caliber of Haverford’s women’s soccer 
continues to rise, there is little doubt her beliefs are well-founded. Feedback is also crucial to
Wendy’s coaching—her athletes receive individualized evaluations about their performance on the playing field, while enjoying open, comfortable conversations
with their coach whenever they feel so inclined. “One of the perks about coaching at Haverford is the quality of the kids here,” Wendy unabashedly admits. 
“I like to get to know the players beyond the soccer field, and these students, you really want to get to know.” 

Some of the motivation for Wendy’s team comes from the challenge of playing larger colleges and universities. Coming from a smaller school not commonly
known as an athletic powerhouse, Haverford women are continually challenged to dig deep and push hard, increasing their peak performance each game to reach
their ultimate goal, the NCAA Tournament. Wendy recalls an “especially sweet” moment for her team; after two crucial and crushing losses to Gettysburg in the
first two years of her coaching, Wendy rallied her team to not only a resounding victory over this particular rival, but to win the Centennial Conference the fol-
lowing season. She shrugs modestly after telling this story, but her glowing smile betrays her fierce and competitive love of the game.

But Wendy’s sharing of talent is not limited to the Haverford community—she extends her gifts to the local area as well. On first returning to Haverford, she
worked at Thorncroft, a stable in Malvern that uses horseback riding as a form of therapy for children with disabilities. She is now an active member of the 
Pennsylvania Association for Blind Athletes (PABA), and is currently on the Board of Directors. Wendy grins as she describes her pet PABA sport: “goal ball,” 
a modified version of soccer played on a basketball court. She was also involved in the Northeast Games, a sort of mini-Olympics for blind athletes hosted by
Cabrini College in June. Some of these competitors also attend the Pan-American Games; some will even go on to the Olympics. 

“You know,” she comments thoughtfully, “when you work with [disabled] athletes, you forget their handicaps. For them, blindness is not a handicap.” And it
is just this attitude that makes Wendy such a compelling and highly regarded coach; there are no limitations—physical or otherwise—for any of her athletes.
Haverfordian or PABA, she makes sure that each one firmly holds this belief. 

As a member of a local women’s league for soccer and lacrosse and the mother of a lively two-year-old, Wendy’s days are certainly far from tedious. She 
currently dedicates many enthusiastic yet grueling hours to preparing her team for the NCAA Championships this fall, and has high hopes for the athletic
standards at Haverford as a whole. As admissions liaison for the athletic department, she looks forward to publicizing the athletic powerhouse that every ’Ford
team member knows we are at heart. She continues to actively encourage volunteer work with PABA through alumni, her own athletes, and Haverford’s other
athletic teams, and is acutely aware of the diversity in the exceptional people with whom she surrounds herself. “It’s good to be unique,” she says. “That’s what
makes Haverford the place it is.”

–– Emily Nietrzeba ’04



Wilcox Memorial
Friends and family gathered on campus
in April for a memorial tree-planting 
ceremony on Barclay Beach. The cere-
mony honored the life of Laura Wilcox,
a sophomore student who was slain in
January near her home in Nevada City,
CA. Pictured standing is Amanda
Wilcox, Laura's mother.
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An organic piece of the
Haverford campus:

Friends attend the unveiling of the table
made from a felled Dutch elm that once
stood beside Railroad Avenue. The
table's creator, Kent Erickson, (third
from left) is the son-in-law of Howard
Haines Brinton ’04, poet, philosopher,
and Quaker historian, in whose honor
the table was constructed. The tree
table can be found in the Borton Wing
within the Special Collections room of
the Magill Library.

The End of an Era

After 20 years of heading the Haverford salle, fencing coach James Murray

is moving on. Coach Murray, one of only a few Americans to graduate from

the International Academy of Arms in Paris, began coaching Haverford fenc-

ing in 1980. Previously, he had been an assistant to Maestro L.S. Csiszar, the

Philadelphia-based

U.S. Olympic coach, a

coach at Club Salle

Santelli in New York

City, and an assistant

coach of the Saudi

Olympic team. His 20

years at Haverford

have been a period of

great success for the

men’s fencing teams,

from the MACFA con-

ference champions in

1983 to the epee

squad’s defeat of Duke University in 2000. Coach Murray also oversaw the

genesis of the Haverford women’s fencing program, which began in 1989. In

1995, Sarah Zinn ’97 became the first woman to represent Haverford at the

NCAA National Fencing Championships. Coach Murray will be succeeded by

interim coach Dave Littell, who continues the Olympic connection, having

represented the U.S. in 1988.

–– Mikael Haxby ’01
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Kim Benston, professor of English, has
recently presented lectures and seminars on
race and memory as the Class of 1960’s 
Visiting Professor at Williams College; other
lectures and conference papers include:
“Ralph Ellison” (Villanova University’s Insti-
tute for Justice); “Jazz Photography”
(Columbia University’s Center for Jazz 
Studies), and “Concepts of Literary 
History” (American Society for Culture and
Literature).  His book, Performing Blackness
(Routledge: 2000) was awarded the Erroll
Hill Prize by the American Society for 
Theatre Research for the “outstanding 
scholarly work in the field” produced in the
year 2000.

Director of the Education Program and assis-
tant professor of education, Alison Cook-
Sather, recently published: “What’s Your
Bias?: Cuts on Diversity in a Suburban Public
School,” with Kristin Dunderdale, Sara
Tourscher, R.J. Yoo, and Ondrea Reisinger; 
In Our Own Words: Students’ Perspectives on
School, edited with Jeffrey Shultz. (Lanham,
Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers,
Inc., in press); “Unrolling Roles in Techno-
Pedagogy: Toward Collaboration in Tradi-
tional College Settings,” Innovative Higher
Education 2001;26(2); “Between Student and
Teacher: Teacher Education as Translation.”
Teaching Education 2001;12(2); “Translating
Themselves: Becoming a Teacher through
Text and Talk.” in: Christopher M. Clark, ed.
Talking Shop: Authentic Conversation and
Teacher Learning. (New York: Teachers 
College Press, 2001); “Seeing the Students
Behind the Stereotypes: The Perspectives of
Five Pre-Service Teachers,” with Ondrea
Reisinger. The Teacher Educator 2001; 37(2);
as well as “Education and Society, Education:
Values and Beliefs, Kindergarten, Public
School,” “Standardized Testing,” and “Finan-
cial Aid,” entries in McDonogh, Gregg, and
Wong, eds. Encyclopedia of Contemporary
American Culture. (London: Routledge,
2001).

William C. Davidon, emeritus professor of
mathematics, et al recently published “On a
characterization of convexity-preserving maps,
Davidon’s collinear scalings and Karmarkar’s
projective transformations” in Mathematical
Programming; Series A; 90:153-168. In addi-
tion, the entire April 2000 issue of Mathemat-
ical Programming Series B; 87(2) is a
Festschrift in his honor. He was recently pre-
sented with the Founders Award, “in recogni-
tion of fundamental contributions to Mathe-
matical Programming during its formative
years,” by the 17th International Symposium
on Mathematical Programming.

David Dawson, professor of religion and cur-
rent holder of the Constance and Robert
MacCrate Professorship in Social Responsibil-
ity, was recently named Faculty Director of
The Mellon Tri-College Forum. The forum is
intended to promote reflection and innova-
tion focused on the roles of liberal arts faculty
in a changing world and at different phases of
the faculty life course.

This year, Julio de Paula, associate professor
of chemistry, was an invited guest at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina seminar “How Can
We Capture the Sun’s Energy?” In April 2001,
he gave two presentations: “Interdisciplinary
Approaches to Teaching Physical Chemistry:
A Course on the Physical Basis of Chemistry
and Biology” and “Interactions between por-
phyrins and DNA studied by resonance
Raman spectroscopy” with student co-author
Shelli Frey ’01, at the 221st American Chemi-
cal Society Meeting in San Diego. Recent
research articles include “High-frequency
EPR Study of a New Mononuclear Man-
ganese(III) Complex: [(terpy)Mn(N3)3] (terpy
= 2,2’:6’,2”-Terpyridine)” by J. Limburg, J.S.
Vrettos ’96, R.H. Crabtree, G.W. Brudvig,
J.C. de Paula, A. Hassan, A.L.Barra, 
C. Duboc-Toia, and M.N. Collomb, 
Inorganic Chemistry 2001;40(7):1698-1703.

Christopher Devenney, assistant professor of
English, presented “Allographic Writing:
Time and Photography in Benjamin and
O’Hara,” at the New Modernisms Confer-
ence at the University of Pennsylvania in
October 2000, and “Blanchot and Company”
at a guest lecture at the University of Pennsyl-
vania in September 2000.  In 2001, he also
published “Engagement and Indifference:
Beckett and the Political,” with co-editor
Henry Sussman for SUNY Press. His article,
“Facing Into Language: Beckett, Celan, 
Blanchot,” has been accepted for publication
in Comparative Literature.

In 1999, visiting associate professor in
English (playwriting), William di Canzio’s,
play “The Leper King” was presented at the
Falcon Theatre in Los Angeles. For this script,
the playwright was awarded resident fellow-
ship at the Camargo Foundation in Cassis,
France, by the Eugene O’Neill Theater Cen-
ter and the Jerome Foundation. In 2000, he
completed the first draft of a new play, “The
Age of Destruction,” as well as a screenplay
adaptation of “The Princesse de Cleves” by
Madame de Lafayette.

In October 2000, Richard Freedman, pro-
fessor of music, presented a paper titled
“Music Books as Sites of Spiritual Meaning:
Claude Le Jeune’s Dodecacorde” at an inter-
national colloquium, “Journées Claude Le
Jeune” held at the Chateau de Chambord in
France. In January 2001, he published a new
book, The Chansons of Orlando di Lasso and
Their Protestant Listeners:  Music, Piety, and
Print in Sixteenth-Century France. Some two
dozen articles of his (on various Renaissance
topics) are included in the second edition of
the New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musi-
cians, the leading international music refer-
ence source. In March 2001, he presented the
latest in a series of pre-concert talks on the
music of Johannes Brahms and Antonin 
Dvorak for the Philadelphia Orchestra at the

A C A D E M I C  U P D A T E
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Academy of Music. Professor Freedman will
be on leave during the academic year 2001-
2002, during which time he will be a visiting
scholar at the Folger Shakespeare Library in
Washington, D.C., at work on topics related
to his interests in Renaissance music.

Marcel Gutwirth, emeritus professor of
French, has published “Maître Jacques, ou le
sourire de Molière,” in: Mélanges Jacques Van
den Heuvel, (Paris: H. Champion, 2000);
“Montaigne” entry in the Dictionary of Multi-
cultural Authors. (Greenwood Press, in press);
“The Lesson of Sophonisba:  French Classi-
cism and the Unloving Heroine,”  Antemnae
1999(1):96-112; and “Classicisme pas mort,”
Papers in French Seventeenth Century Litera-
ture, Fall 2001.

The work of Ying Li, Assistant Professor of
Fine Arts, has appeared in the following
exhibits: “Water and Bones” at the Painting
Center, New York, NY; “The Valley Series” at
the Gallery of International School of Art,
Italy; “Painting as Landscape” at the Rike
Center at the University of Dayton; “Rhythm
& Light” at the Painting Center, New York,
NY; “‘Seasons’: A Kaleidoscope of Nature” at
the Elsa Mott Ives Gallery, New York, NY;
“From the Painted to the Painterly” at the
PSA Art Showcase IX, New York, NY; “Zeux-
is, Still Life, Human Presence” at the Erector
Square Gallery, New Haven, CT; and “Paint-
ing From Italy and Vermont” at the Tomp-
kins College Center Gallery, Cedar Crest Col-
lege, Allentown, PA. She was also the curator
for Haverford College’s Cantor Fitzgerald
Gallery show, “Women’s View—Two Genera-
tions of Women Artists from New York.”

Professor of political science, Rob Mortimer,
has given several papers and lectures in the
course of his sabbatical year, during which he
has been based at the University of Bordeaux.

In November 2000, he presented a paper
titled “Bouteflika and the Search for Political 
Stability” at an international conference on
Algeria at the University of Salford in Manch-
ester, England.  In March 2000, he gave a talk
on international relations in Africa at the
West African Research Center in Dakar, Sene-
gal. In May 2000, he spoke at the Seminar on
Institutions and Governance of the Centre
d’Etude d’Afrique Noire in Bordeaux on the
topic: “Institutionalization of Foreign Policy:
A comparative analysis of Algeria and 
Senegal.”

Jenni Punt, assistant professor of biology, 
et al recently published the article “Notch 1
regulates maturation of CD4+ and CD8+
thymocytes by modulating TCR signal
strength” in Immunology 2001;14:253-264. In
addition, she and Judy Owen, professor of
biology, recently returned from the annual
American Association for Immunologists
meeting, where Lisa Berenson ’01 and
Simone Nish ’01 presented their research on
a gene involved in cell survival, and cell cycle 
regulation in developing T lymphocytes,
respectively. 

In September 2000, Deborah Roberts, the
Barbara Riley Levin professor of classics and
comparative literature, gave a talk at Jesus
College, Oxford, titled “Translating Antiqui-
ty: Intertextuality and Archaism,” at a Classi-
cal Constructions Symposium in memory of
classicist Don Fowler. Her lecture was repeat-
ed as part of the Classical Studies lecture series
at the University of Pennsylvania in March
2001. In November 2000, she gave a talk
titled “The Drunk and the Policeman: 
Arrowsmith, Convention, and the Changing
Context of 20th Century Translation,” at the
meeting of the Pacific Ancient and Modern
Language Association at UCLA, and the Bryn
Mawr Classics Colloquium.

Lyle Roelofs, professor of physics, has been
appointed Associate Provost. His term began
July 1, 2001.

In March 2001, the Audrey A. and John L.
Dusseau Memorial Professor in the Humani-
ties and professor of classics, Joe Russo,
attended a conference on Interpreting Ancient
Texts at the University of Pisa, at which he
gave a lecture titled “Le porte di corno e
d’avorio.” In April 2001, he gave an invited
lecture at Rutgers University titled “Eagle and
Geese, Horn and Ivory: Dream-Symbols in
‘Odyssey’ 19.” In addition, he recently lec-
tured on “Les portes de corne et d’ivore” at
the University of Grenoble’s conference
“L’Odyssee et la Mythologie.” Also recently
published  in 2000: “Athena and Herme in
Early Greek Poetry: Doubling and Comple-
mentarity” in Edizioni Scientifiche Italiane,
and a review of West’s “Homeri ‘Ilian,’ Volu-
men Prius, Rhapsodias I-XII Continens” in
Classical World.

From March to July 2001, William E.
Williams, professor and chair of fine arts and
curator of photography, displayed his work at
an exhibit titled “Sacred Ground: African
American Soldiers in the Civil War” at the
Southeast Museum of Photography in Day-
tona Beach, FL. His work was also displayed
in April at Ian Peck Fine Paintings in Manhat-
tan in an exhibit titled “Hamilton Makes Art:
A Benefit Exhibition.” Recent lectures
include: “The Underground Railroad: Black
and White Together in Chester County,” in
Coatesville, PA, and “Photographing the 
Historical Landscape,” at Ursinus College,
accompanied by two other Pew Fellowship 
winners.
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N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  A L U M N I  A S S O C I A T I O N

Greetings,

Once again, a successful Alumni
Weekend has come and gone.  The weath-
er gods tried to cooperate with us; although
we had some rain, we also had some nice
stretches of sun in which to enjoy the
always-beautiful campus.  I hope you
were able to join us; if not, make sure to
mark your calendars for next year’s Alumni
Weekend to be held May 31 – June 2,
2002. Classes ending in a “2” or a “7” will
reunite. Whether it marks an official
reunion year for you or not, I’m sure you
would find the weekend fun. If nothing
else, leisurely strolls around the duck pond would certainly bring back memories.

Highlights of this year’s Alumni Weekend included the Alumni Awards Ceremony
where Julie Min Chayet ’91, Chair of the Awards Committee, was happy to recognize the
outstanding efforts of this year’s award recipients (see page 11 for details). As always, we
welcome your nominations for awards to be given at next year’s Alumni Weekend. Contact
Melissa Hacker (mhacker@haverford.edu) for additional information.

The Alumni Association Executive Committee (AAEC) met briefly during Alumni
Weekend in order to exchange ideas with the College’s new Executive Director of 
Marketing and Communications, Steve Heacock. This was a productive meeting where we
were able to share our ideas about how the College could be marketing itself, communicat-
ing more effectively with alums, and using technology to enhance the relationship between
the College and the alumni body. Ty Ahmad-Taylor ’90 (ty@fire-exit.com) and Jonathan
LeBreton ’79 (lebreton@alum.haverford.edu) are the AAEC’s liaisons on issues of technol-
ogy; feel free to contact them if you have ideas to share. If you’d like to use Haverford’s free 
e-mail forwarding service for alums just like Jonathan, go to the “Alumni Services” page of
the Haverford website.

As always, we welcome your input. Feel free to contact me, or any member of the
AAEC, with your suggestions. The staff in the Alumni Office (610-896-1004) will be 
happy to put you in touch with us.

Sincerely,

Eva Osterberg Ash ’88
Eva.ash@esc.edu
(631) 261-5048 

Alumni Association 
Executive Committee

President
Eva Osterberg Ash ’88

Vice President
Robert Eisinger ’87

Members and Liaison 
Responsibilities:

Ty Ahmad-Taylor ’90
Northern California
Technology

Heather Davis ’89
Chicago
Multicultural

Jonathan LeBreton ’79
Maryland
Technology

Anna-Liisa Little ’90
Pacific Northwest
Regional Societies

Brad Mayer ’92
Southwest
Communications 
Committee

Emilie Heck Petrone ’91
New Jersey
Athletics

Rudy Rudisill, Jr. ’50
E. Pennsylvania
Senior Alumni

Garry W. Jenkins ’92
New York, NY
Regional 

Christopher W. Jenko ’92
Southeast

Christopher B. Mueller ’66
Central U.S.

Paula O. Brathwaite ’94
New England

James H. Foster ’50
Connecticut

Ron Schwarz ’66
Washington, D.C., Metro
Admissions

Samir Shah ’03
Student Representative

Ted Shakespeare ’49
N. Delaware
Major Gifts

Sarah Willie ’86
Philadelphia Metro
Multicultural

If you would like to nominate an alumnus/a for the 
Alumni Association Executive Committee, please contact
the Alumni Office at (610) 896-1004.
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of Annual Giving, Emily Davis, at
(610) 896-1129 or
edavis@haverford.edu.

E - M A I L  F O RWA R D I N G

The Haverford College e-mail forward-
ing service provides a permanent e-mail
address no matter how often you
change providers.  This free service
establishes a link between the College’s
mail server and your local e-mail
provider.  E-mail received at Haverford
is instantly forwarded to you.  Once
registered for this service, you will have
the opportunity to include your e-mail
address in an online directory available
to the Haverford community.  For
more information, visit: 
www.haverford.edu and follow the but-
tons to the alumni home page and e-
mail forwarding, or contact the Alumni
Office at (610) 896-1002.  

A D D R E S S  U P DAT E S

Please keep Haverford updated with
your current home and work contact
information.  Your friends and class-
mates may be looking for you!  You
may contact us in numerous ways:  
log on to the alumni pages of
www.haverford.edu and select “address
updates;” send an e-mail to
devrec@haverford.edu; or call the
Advancement Services Office at (610)
896-1134.  Thank you!

W E L C O M E  F R E S H M E N
PA RT I E S

Many regional societies hold summer
events to welcome the incoming fresh-
man class.  If you are interested in host-
ing or attending a party in your area,
please contact the Alumni Office at
(610) 896-1004.  Keep an eye out for
an invitation, or check the “Regional
Events” page on the Haverford website.

L A M B DA  L I S T  S E RV E R

Lambda, the Alumni Association’s net-
work of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgen-
der, and other interested alumni has
started an e-mail list server. To sub-
scribe, send the following message to
listproc@haverford.edu:  subscribe
lambda-alumni, your name and class
year. For more information about this
and other Lambda activities, please con-
tact the Alumni Office or Theo Posselt
’94 at: tposselt@dc.com.  

H AV E R F O R D  F U N D
S E C U R E  W E B S I T E

Alumni, family, and friends may make
credit card gifts (Visa, MasterCard, and
American Express) to the College via a
secure site.  From www.haverford.edu,
click on the Alumni button to find the
link for The Haverford Fund, then
scroll down to the Online Giving Form.
For more information contact Director

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
AWARD RECIPIENTS

During Alumni Weekend, Eva Ash (pictured far right), Presi-
dent of the Alumni Association Executive Committee, hosted
an awards ceremony for the recipients of the 2001 Alumni
Association Awards.

Awards Committee Chairperson, Julie Min Chayet ’91
(pictured far left), presented awards to the following alumni
(l. to r.): Maurice A. Webster, Jr. ’39, the Alumni Award for
Sustained Service to Haverford; Arthur G. Ashbrook, Jr. ’41,
the William E. Sheppard Award for Exemplary Service in
Alumni Activities; Frederic G. Sanford ’62, the Charles Perry.
Award for Exemplary Service in Fundraising (also awarded
to James W. Friedman ’67 [not pictured]); David B. Thorn-
burgh ’80, the William Kaye Award for Exemplary Service
in Career Development; C. Benson Birdsall ’51, the Haver-
ford Award for Service to Humanity (also awarded to
Koichiro Matsuura ’61 [not pictured]); and F. Scott Kimmich
’51, the William E. Sheppard Award for Exemplary Service
in Alumni Activities.

Please send nominations for the 2002 awards to the 
Alumni Office.
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Lincoln, Bruce ’70. 
Theorizing Myth: 
Narrative, Ideology, and
Scholarship. (Chicago:
University of Chicago
Press, 1999.)

This narrative spans the
full scope of our past—
from ancient Greek leg-

ends to 20th-century scholarly work on linguistics
and culture—highlighting the historical changes
in the way we have understood myth, its truth, its
function, and its origin. Lincoln tracks these
changes in understanding myth meticulously,
with chapters detailing case studies of particular
myths. The author suggests a more critical and
self-reflexive discourse among modern scholars of
myth, to honor the past more reverentially, and to
keep our own contemporary ideologies and inter-
ests in check, in the name of fair representation. 

–– Nate Zuckerman ’02

Levitt, Marcus C. ’76 and
Toporkov Andrei L, eds.
Eros and Pornography in
Russian Culture. (Moscow:
Ladomir, 1999.)

What constitutes pornog-
raphy? Drawing upon the
works of 31 authors, this
bilingual (Russian/English)
compilation explores early Russian erotica litera-
ture, historic laws regarding pornography, and the
roles and implications of pornography in contem-
porary Russian society. The authors make use of
richly varied approaches to critical analysis,
including feminist and post-feminist schools of
thought, as well as the nation’s shift to a demo-
cratic free market state and the ensuing “porno
boom.” A fascinating exploration of literary and
cultural censorship, Eros and Pornography shares
with the public formerly unavailable texts as well
as previously unpublished illustrations.

–– Erin Tremblay ’04

career—his relationship
with parliament, his edi-
torship of The Liberal,
his apprenticeship at The
Examiner, and his
involvement in the
Greek struggle for inde-
pendence. Along the
way, the author weaves
in the poetic threads of

the story, as Byron used Don Juan, Childe Harold,
Marino Faliero, and other poetic texts to challenge
contemporary political and moral ideologies. In
this movement from the purely political to the
poetic, Byron “fashioned an erotic liberalism
which engaged in political critique by expressing
personal feelings and desires.”

–– Nate Zuckerman ’02

Jurist, Elliot ’75.
Beyond Hegel and
Nietzsche: Philosophy,
Culture, and Agency.
(Cambridge: The MIT
Press, 2000.)

Typically interpreted as
philosophical oppo-
sites, Jurist sets out to
“place Hegel and Nietzsche in conversation with
each other” in his latest book, paying close atten-
tion to the areas in which they both agree and dis-
agree in an effort to find a way to render their
views as complementary. Resisting traditional
antimony, Jurist probes Hegel and Nietzsche’s
philosophical motivations in search of a relation-
ship that preserves its complexity rather than
diminishes it. Through in-depth exploration of
19th-century texts, Jurist exemplifies their shared
commitment to working through allegedly oppos-
ing concepts, urging the reader to think beyond
Hegel and Nietzsche, to “see through the artifi-
ciality of demands that we choose between what
these two thinkers offer.”

B O O K  R E V I E W S

Gartner, Richard B.
’67. Betrayed as Boys:
Psychodynamic Treat-
ment of Sexually Abused
Men. (New York: The
Guilford Press, 1999.)

This book examines
how sexual betrayal
affects boys, and how
their pain transcends into adulthood.  Using a
blend of psychoanalytic theory and observation
from his trauma-oriented practice, Gartner offers
effective therapeutic strategies for these patients,
and outlines the themes that often face men with
a history of sexual abuse.

Glatzer, Robert ’54.
Beyond Popcorn: A Crit-
ic’s Guide to Looking at
Films. (Spokane: Eastern
Washington University
Press, 2001.)

How do viewers choose
the movies that they do?
What qualities make a

“good” movie? Why are film critics a reliable ana-
lytical source? In his most recent book, Robert
Glatzer,  film critic and screenwriter in Spokane,
enlightens the layperson on the ins and outs of
film production, and the ways in which a critic
dissects a film. The author analyzes a variety of
big-name films, and includes a chapter titled “All
The Films You Have to See Before You Die.”
According to the author, “the more you know
about films, the more you’ll enjoy them.” 

Gross, Jonathan David ’85. Byron: The Erotic 
Liberal. (New York: Rowman & Littlefield,
2001.)

Gross’ latest book provides an entwined analysis
of Lord Byron’s political and poetic lives, tracing
his developing relationship with the word ‘liber-
al.’ The story begins with Byron’s political

Please send review copies of books or music to:
Haverford College Alumni Magazine
370 Lancaster Avenue, Haverford, PA  19041-1392
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On March 9 to 16, 2001, 37 students traveled to Havana, Cuba, in an effort to

use the sport of baseball as a basis for cultural dialogue and political under-

standing between the two countries. In tandem with the Peace and Global Citi-

zenship Center at Haverford College, the students who traveled to Cuba were

required to enroll in a course prior to the trip titled “Inter-American Dialogue,”

dedicated to policy-focused research, writing, and outreach on topics aimed at

increasing hemispheric relations. Included in the group were 22 baseball players,

15 other students with special interests in Latin America, professors Anita Isaacs,

Alex Kitroeff, and Roberto Castillo, Director of Housekeeping Lou Bayne, baseball

coaches Dave Beccaria and Ed Molush, Associate Dean and Director of Athletics

Greg Kannerstein ’63, and several parents.

As told from the very different perspectives of Sara Wolf ’03 and Zack

Phillips ’01, this experience exceeded all expectations, and has left an impression

upon these students that is sure to last a lifetime.

Beyond the Outfield:
Haverford and Bryn Mawr’s Journey to Cuba

PHOTOGRAPHY:  KASS MENCHER
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Sara Wolf ’03 
(Second from left) translates a conversation

between coach Beccaria and members of the University of
Havana’s medical school.

The baseball team was anxious for spring training. Fort Myers, the
usual location for the training trip, could not be substituted at this late
stage. Kannerstein hoped we would be able to have pickup games
since baseball is Cuba’s national pastime. The rest of us were less con-
fident, but were soon proven wrong. The trip was beginning to have a
completely different feel, and I was just hoping that we could rally
and make the best of the situation.

The Arrival 

Disembarking the plane and making it through Cuban customs was a
relief. Leaving the cold, rainy weather of Haverford and entering the
sunny warmth of Havana was almost glorious enough to help us for-
get about our “little problem.” Miguel and others from Casa Memori-
al greeted us at the airport and assured us that everything was going to
turn out fine and repeatedly stated, “vamos a resolver” (we will resolve
this). This allayed my fears for about two seconds; until we actually
got on a baseball field, my blood pressure would not rest. 

Early Saturday morning we started out for our first excursion into
the Cuban countryside, to a province called Pinar del Rio. Lush with
palm trees, tobacco fields, and mogote mountains, the view from the
bus was exquisite. Tension, however, was rising. We could sense the
growing desperation on the part of the players and coaches to get onto
a field. Were we ever going to play?

At a rest stop along the way to Pinar del Rio, Roberto, Anita, and I
came together and realized we needed to produce a game immediately
to change the mood of the group. Miguel and I went inside the small
gas station store to ask if there were any baseball fields within a few
miles. At that point it did not matter if we even reached our day’s des-
tination; it was imperative that we just find a field. The storekeeper
pointed us in the direction of a back road headed to a town called
Candelaria. We were assured to find a baseball diamond there, and
most likely at this time in the afternoon the local team would be prac-
ticing. Hurriedly, I reported the news to Anita and Roberto, and at
the same time they were confirming with a group of resting cyclists
about the same field in Candelaria. The cyclists assured us that if we
showed up, we would be able to start a pickup game. With renewed
hopes, we followed the directions to the field, about three miles away. 

Pulling up to the field, I started to see some people hitting and
throwing balls around. It had worked. We were about to play our first
“unofficial” pickup game. No one could possibly complain about the

Sara’s Perspective

Off to a Stressful Start

Months of tedious preparations were drawing to an end, as the long-
anticipated spring break trip to Cuba was about to begin. I was strug-
gling to get an open phone line for one last call to our host organiza-
tion in Havana. Since it was nearly impossible to get through to Cuba
during the day, I had become accustomed to communicating with our
hosts at insanely late hours of the night. They would be expecting my
call anytime after one in the morning, and I would usually be at the
point of sleep when I made contact. I arranged to call our hosts, the
Casa Memorial Salvador Allende, on the Wednesday night before our
Friday morning departure. Unlike other nights when I had been fight-
ing the weight of tired eyes, this time it would be easy because the
excitement of the trip was overwhelming. We were about to embark
on a unique journey, combining sport with education, politics with
culture, capitalism with communism. It seemed surreal to me that 65
members of the Haverford community were about to spend a week in
one of my favorite places in the world. There was no time for sleep. 

A little after one in the morning, I was finally successful in getting
through to Havana. The phone rang and Miguel, our liaison at the
Federation of University Students, picked up. “Hola…” he muttered
in a deep voice unlike his normal jovial tone. Immediately I sensed
that something was not right. My stomach began to feel uncomfort-
able, my heart was beating fast, and I could feel my face getting really
hot. In his slow and deliberate manner, Miguel lamented that he had
some bad news. Though I just wanted him to tell me everything was
all right, it did not sound good. After imploring him to tell me
straight out what was wrong, he succinctly said, “Sara, everything
with the universities has been cancelled.” Trying to stay calm, I
inquired what that entailed, hoping that at least if we did not have the
classroom visits, we would still have the baseball games against the
several faculties of the University of Havana. But they too were can-
celled. Panic started to wash over me as images of the players and
coaches flashed across my mind. I reluctantly phoned Anita Isaacs and
Roberto Castillo at this early hour to inform them of the crisis. We
decided that we would wait to tell Greg Kannerstein ’63, associate
dean and athletic director, and Dave Beccaria, the head baseball
coach, until we better understood the situation ourselves.

The big question was, Why had all the preparations been cancelled
overnight? Miguel urged me to get in contact with the Cuban Inter-
ests Section in Washington, D.C., to resolve the catastrophe. At that
point, our two host organizations, the Federation of University Stu-
dents and the Casa Memorial Salvador Allende, were helpless to move
ahead. Bright and early Thursday morning, less than 24 hours before
our scheduled departure, professors Isaacs, Kitroeff, Castillo, and I
caucused to begin rectifying this disaster. We spent hours on the
phone with Cuban officials. We pleaded with them to allow us to play
the five scheduled university games, visit classrooms, and hold dia-
logue sessions with Cuban youth. Time, however, was working against
us. Though sympathetic, the officials in the Cuban Interests Section
were not able to rectify the cancellations. Miguel and others from the
Federation of University Students, however, were already making new
arrangements for unofficial games and informal meetings. 
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bility of arranging this game for their American friends, and they
were not about to let us down.

Many of the members of the medical school team had already
become close friends with us. Luis, Ibuskay, Alexey, Williams, and
other Cubanos quickly integrated themselves with our group, trying
to get to know us. Yoannia and Yaima were inseparable from Rekha
and Debbie. Shaun, Eric, and Cristina spent hours with Ibuskay and
his family. Chatting, sharing stories, gossiping, and singing together, it
was clear that the Haverford and Havana students were already build-
ing strong bonds. 

Our first unofficial game against the medical school team was
intense. Off the field, I stayed mainly in the dugout of the Cuban
team. I wanted
to let them
know just how
much we
appreciated
their willing-
ness to play us.
Each of them
walked onto
the field with
high spirits
and big smiles.
They were
eager to play a
“yanqui” team
and felt quite
honored. As usual, the ’Fords warmed up with toughness and deter-
mination while Osmany led his team in a few quick tosses before
huddling to figure out their lineup. 

Since this game was unofficial, they could not use any of the uni-
versity’s equipment. In addition, they did not have coaches or
umpires. What they lacked in equipment and attire, they made up for
in their genuine spirit, dedication for the game, and affection for their
new friends. Osmany’s eagerness endeared him to our coaches as we
spent the first few minutes around home plate to discuss the rules. A
novice baseball fan, I was quickly getting used to translating baseball
terminology into Spanish but realized quickly that the rules, of course,
were the same. 

The game was underway, and yet again I could take a moment to
breathe since a game had been produced. Puly, the most vocal of the
Cubans, entertained the rest of us in the stands while also taking on
the job of head cheerleader. On the sidelines, the rest of the students
nestled into some shade to relax and talk with the Cuban fans. Talk-
ing with our Cuban counterparts was in fact one of the goals of the
trip. Over the course of the week, we experienced tremendous emo-
tion and excitement as we met university students, athletes, workers,
young professionals, and children. As obvious “norteamericanos,” we
were often approached by Cubans to engage in conversation. Some
were anxious to tell us how upset and saddened they are about the
poor relations between our two governments. I was amazed and
impressed with the overwhelming warmth, compassion, and solidarity
expressed in these daily conversations. 

setting, either. It was absolutely gorgeous. Looking
beyond the outfield, cows were grazing in the fields, and rolling blue
mountains framed the landscape. Palm trees and wildflowers swayed
in the perfect breeze, and we could finally enjoy the warm Caribbean
sun. I was beginning to realize that the changes in our program were
actually bringing us hidden treasures.

As the Haverford baseball team geared up in their attire and began
stretching and drilling in unison, the Cuban players were busy
scrounging up gloves and equipment. They graciously agreed to play
us, but we would need to share some equipment. Their faces showed
great excitement to play our team as they hurriedly drew up a lineup
and planned their strategy. Many of the political science students sat
in the stands and watched as we learned the intricacies of baseball. For
some of us, it was the first time we attentively watched a baseball
game. Several Cuban medical students who were friends of mine from
previous trips joined our group for the day. They sat in the stands
with us, explaining the rules, cheering for both teams, and getting to
know the 13 non-baseball members of the political science class.
Many of the ’Fords speak Spanish fluently, yet in the heated and
excited conversations, it was challenging for many to pick up all the
“cubanismos” —Cuban slang. We all learned quickly that baseball
games were not short and sweet. We spent hours talking along the
sidelines, learning about each other’s culture and country. 

As the week rolled along, continuously packed with unexpected
shifts and turns, baseball games materialized. By the end of the week,
we had played seven games against five different teams (ending with a
5-2 record). We never should have doubted that in a country where
little boys start playing stickball in the street from the time they can
walk, that we would have trouble arranging pickup games. Each
morning, however, I woke up in a sweat wondering if the scheduled
team would show up, if the field would be of decent quality, and
whether we would have good competition. One team in particular
rallied around us and helped us out. It was the team of Havana’s Med-
ical University. The captain, Osmany Blanco, was a good friend of
mine and after imploring him to play with us, he gathered his bud-
dies for a weekend game. They all could tell I would be a nervous
wreck until it would be confirmed, so they took my hand firmly and
said “don’t worry, be happy.” They immediately took on the responsi-

Students engage in a discussion of U.S.–Cuba relations.

Wolf with Cuban team captain 
Osmany Blanco and first baseman Manuel Adrien.
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Answering the Difficult Questions

As a visiting guest in a medical school class in the Vedado municipali-
ty of Havana, I responded to the pointed questions of 25 persistent
students who were pleased with my own sympathetic position regard-
ing the U.S. blockade, but were unhappy with my government’s 
hostility toward them. They really put me on the spot. I tried to
explain that many Americans support the end of the embargo and are
indeed disappointed that a politically powerful and vocal right-wing
Cuban-American community in Miami is able to thwart the wishes 
of the majority of U.S. citizens. 

Watching television in the cramped living room of my friend
Yaira’s Old Havana apartment, I listened to Luis Naranjo, a 68-
year-old retired mechanic, rant about how absurd the U.S. block-
ade against his country is. “We have no gripe with the American
people,” he assured me, “but why does your government make life
for us Cubans so hard?” His wife and granddaughter nodded in
agreement.

With our conversational Spanish abilities, we were able to talk to
people in their homes, schools, workplaces, hospitals, and discos.
With our friends at the university, we were especially exposed to the
ideas, fears, complaints, and hopes of educated Cuban youth.
Responding to the lavish opportunities that one might have in the
United States, a fourth-year med student, Javier, told me that Cuba
cannot offer the same material comforts. “We don’t have Disney
World, extravagant shopping malls, and backyard pools. But our kids
are loved by their families, taught rigorously by their teachers, and
kept well by our doctors. They play safely in the streets and,” he con-
tinued jokingly, “have the greatest fun dancing salsa.”

Following a visit to a Havana hospital, most of us came away
impressed by the dedication and quality of the nation’s health care sys-
tem. The record is impressive: all people are guaranteed free health
care, the infant mortality rate is among the lowest in the world, and
family doctors effectively emphasize preventive care. I was also
impressed by the high educational standards. Cuba’s literacy rate is
about 96 percent, education is free from preschool to university and,
though facilities may be old and crowded, classrooms seem bright,
lively, and warm. 

We walked away from the experience with fresh perspectives and
more complex pictures of Cuban reality. Though we played baseball
and earned credit, we also mixed with Habaneros, struggled with
Spanish, danced to salsa music, and laughed with children. Maybe we
even improved relations, a tiny bit, between the people of the U.S.
and Cuba.

Returning to the Haverford community, I have noticed a great
camaraderie among the students who journeyed to Cuba. Huddled
together at lunch tables in the Dining Center, buzzing over the latest
e-mail correspondences with our Cuban friends, reliving treasured
moments through sharing photos, or dancing to our favorite Cuban
hits, the experience was a trip of a lifetime; a dream come true. 

–– Sara Wolf ’03

Sara Wolf, a political science major, served as the cultural liaison to Cuba and   
was integral in gaining the necessary license needed for the excursion.  She has 
been to Cuba six times in three years and is returning this summer, when she 
intends to broaden her contacts within the Cuban government and at the 
University of Havana.

Zack’s Perspective: 
A Scrapbook of Cuban Memories

“It’s one of the only times in my life that I felt like I was 
in a movie.”

–– Dan Silver ’02, outfielder

We are sitting at green plastic tables with the warm, tropical sun

occasionally touching the backs of those sitting closest to the side-

walk. A canopy marked “Club 21” keeps the rest of us in the shade as

we all begin eating our lunch, the same fried chicken and sandwiches

one could expect from any café in this neighborhood. The tiny, skin-

ny kitten that has been wandering by our feet suddenly smells our

food and begins to cry. “Don’t feed it or it’ll never go away,” someone

says. We have all heard this before, yet it is a difficult policy to put

into practice. It continues to beg for scraps, until one of us, perhaps

thinking that the kitten needed the food more than he did, or per-

haps just wanting to silence the harassment, feeds it some chicken. It

eats and then cries for more. Its provider continuously obliges. 

(L.to R.) Players Dan Kirsch ’01 and Josh Baker ’01 rest
between innings during a game in Candelaria.
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3 – EXT – BASEBALL DIAMOND – DAY (Spring 2001) 

A baseball field in rural Cuba. The infield is clumpy and rocky; the
bases are pieces of cardboard. Livestock and shacks are visible beyond the
outfield fence.

An American baseball team is in full uniform. Some players apply
suntan lotion to their pale skin. Others snap pictures with black, expen-
sive cameras. They look like fish out of water. 

The Cubans they are playing are from the neighborhood. They don’t
have gloves so the Americans have to leave theirs on the field between
half-innings. One of the Cubans does not have shoes. 

As soon as the game starts, dozens of Cuban kids enter the Ameri-
cans’ dugout to play with them and their fancy equipment. Many of
the children are not wearing shirts or shoes, although they look reason-
ably healthy. None of them speak English, and few of the Americans
speak Spanish, so there is a lot of gesturing.  

BOY: Pelota?

After more gesturing, an American under-
stands and reaches into a bucket to give
the boy a baseball. 

On the field, the game runs smoothly. No
translation is necessary.

End scene. Fade to black.

*     *     *
The storybook baseball game in the countryside between the

American college team and the Cuban locals has ended. I go looking
for my glove, which kids and players on the other team had been
using, but I cannot find it. I ask a young boy, to whom I had been
speaking during the game, if he has seen it. He looks around unsuc-
cessfully.

I tell my coach and find that others are missing their gloves as
well. A Cuban, acting as manager, apologizes and says he does not
know where they are, but that he will try to find them. 

We begin to board the bus. I’m upset, as much because I lost my
glove as because this ending has tainted an otherwise perfect day. 
The Cuban boy sees the look in my eyes and says very seriously 
“Lo siento.” I tell him it’s okay, and get on the bus, a little more
quickly than I had meant to.

7 – EXT – BASEBALL DIAMOND – DAY (Spring 2001)

A baseball field in Havana. The outfield fence, composed alternatively of
brick walls and the backs of people’s homes, extends only to left-center field.
Palm trees provide the backdrop. 

The Americans are now playing a team from the University of Havana
Medical School. Political pressure had originally forced the game to be can-
celled, but the Cubans have agreed to play in a setting that looked less for-
mal. Accordingly, the Americans have been instructed to wear as little of
their actual uniforms as possible. 

In the first inning, the American pitcher hears a pop in his elbow. One 
of the parents watching the game speaks Spanish and goes to a house down
the street. 

AMERICAN: Un joven se ha herido. Necesitamos
hielo.

The Cuban woman who answered the door happi-
ly obliges, giving the mother a bag of ice
for the pitcher. She steadfastly refuses
payment.

End scene. Cut to black.
continued

Lou Bayne and Greg Kannerstein watch the game and
enjoy the warm Cuban sun.

“We had to play on the same run-down fields and sweat under the same hot sun as the Cubans. Obviously they don’t

benefit from the same economic privileges or the same structured background of baseball training, nor do they get to

play on nice fields or even have uniforms, in many cases. But for those nine innings, between the lines, we were both no

more than two baseball teams playing as hard as we could for the win. Everything else seemed less important and,

therefore, a certain degree of equality was achieved.”
–– Mark Welles ’04, pitcher
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*     *     *
The arms of my teammates hang out the windows, exposing pale

biceps to the tropical sun. I shield my eyes with black sunglasses that
resemble Oakleys; beside me, a pitcher listens to a Discman. 

Our driver takes us through back roads and alleyways that
shouldn’t be wide enough for an oversized tour bus. The villagers all
stop their bicycles and the children stop their stickball games to 
marvel; I feel as if I’m a part of a king’s cavalcade. 

And we are treated like part of that cavalcade as well. Upon
descending from the comfort of the tour bus, my teammates and I are
immediately met with donation requests. “A baseball for my little
son,” asks a groundskeeper. We learned the first day that if we did 
not turn many of the beggars down, we would not have enough
equipment left to play. It’s a difficult policy to put into practice, 
however. 

The baseball team and the Cuban and American students who
were also a part of the exchange are gathered in a conference room on
the top of the renowned Hotel Capri. A delegate from the University
of Havana Medical School squad stands up with a trophy in his hand.
A Chilean professor translates the man’s speech. Several years ago, his
team had won the trophy for first place in a multi-sport, intramural
competition between many schools. It had been their first and only
first-place finish. The delegate hands the trophy to the overwhelmed
coach of the American baseball team. Donations can go both ways. 

10 – EXT – OUTDOOR CAFÉ – DAY (Spring 2001) 

A café on a street corner in Havana. The restaurant is empty except for
a group of a few American baseball players. One of the players feeds some
fried chicken to a stray kitten that is crying at his feet. The cat devours the
skin and cries for more. 

PLAYER: Go away.

The kitten continues to cry. The American
gives it more scraps.

Eventually, the group finishes, pays its
bill, and walks out of the café. 

The cat continues to cry. It does not look
any healthier. 

End scene. Zoom out and fade to black.

–– Zack Phillips ’01

Zack Phillips, an economics major, played shortstop and second base for   
the Haverford team. Now that he has graduated, he hopes to pursue a 
career in sports journalism.

Head baseball coach, Dave Beccaria,
reflects on the trip’s objective:

“For decades, baseball has been one of the sole

means of communication between the United States

and Cuba. The intent of our trip was to use baseball as

a way of creating dialogue between two seemingly

different and somewhat isolated groups of people.

And, even though many of us didn’t speak a word of

Spanish, the language and rules of baseball created a

comfortable atmosphere, based on mutual interest, in

which conversations on a wide range of issues devel-

oped and some meaningful relationships grew.

“Interactions that began on the baseball field were

continued throughout the week in a number of differ-

ent forums. We socialized with Cuban students in

hotel lobbies, on the streets, and at the beach. These

types of informal interactions were extremely impor-

tant to the central mission of the trip, and everyone

returned with a better understanding of the differences

between our people and ideologies, and an apprecia-

tion for the wonderful opportunities that we have, not

only as Americans, but as members of the Haverford

College community.” 

(L. to R.) Roberto Castillo and Coach Beccaria greet players on the field.
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It’s a dream job for any baseball junkie who spends countless mornings

studying box scores—a  chance to put together a pitching staff that

could be the key to a pennant, or to chew the fat with a super-

star in the clubhouse about his swing. Not to mention the

trips to spring training and time to watch as much base-

ball as humanly possible, usually from the comfort of

the team’s skybox behind home plate.

As assistant general manager for the National

League’s Colorado Rockies, Josh Byrnes ’92 does spend a

lot of time at the ballpark watching baseball. But don’t be

fooled—he also puts in long hours in the Rockies’ front office long

after games are over, even after the last out of the season. Throughout the

year, he helps negotiate with sports agents who grow increasingly demanding each time a player

signs a blow-your-mind contract. He maintains day-to-day involvement with the scouting and player

development departments, ensuring continuity during a player’s progression through the minor

league ranks. He also fields many late-night phone calls from reporters looking for confirmation of

a tip, or a minor league manager reporting an injury.

MORE THAN A GAME:
Josh Byrnes ’92
by Steve Manning ’96



When Indians assistant general

manager Dan O’Dowd took the

G.M. job with Denver in 1999, he

took Byrnes with him. At 29,

Byrnes became the youngest assis-

tant general manager in the National

League.

He now has an office right next door

to O’Dowd, working with the general man-

ager on building the team’s roster through

trades and free-agent negotiations. Contract talks

mean working with agents that are often out to profit as

much as they can, a difficult task in an era of multimillion-

dollar deals.

“I wish they were all like Ron [Shapiro]. The agents are a

very dynamic force and they have every right to negotiate

and be tough, but some overstep the line with their

demands and agendas,” he comments.

Still, Byrnes says many of the contracts can be consid-

ered fair if they are compared to the rest of the market.

Even a deal like the record $252 million contract that Texas

Rangers shortstop Alex Rodriguez signed last year is rea-

sonable, albeit mind-boggling, when held up against the

pay of the game’s other top players.

“To some extent, that’s why free agency exists. If some-

one is willing to pay for it, they pay for it. It’s also on a very

public stage. Salary equals self-esteem for many people

no matter what their job is. When you are playing a sport

that is measured by statistics, you can succumb to

that very easily,” he says.

Working under Byrnes is another former Haverford

baseball standout. Thad Levine ’94 joined the Rockies’

front office last year after business school and is now the

assistant director of baseball operations. Byrnes is also

getting married this summer, during the All-Star break,

which he says is the only time he can get away during the

long season.

Although he’d be interested in a general manager job if

one opened up, Byrnes says he is in no rush to leave the

Rockies. 

“If someone thinks I’m a candidate, I’d be flattered, but

I’m not impatient. I’m perfectly happy where I am.”

About the Author:
Steve Manning ’96 is a news correspondent for the Associated    
Press. He currently resides in Washington, D.C.
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“There’s definitely been some

sacrifices along the way,” Byrnes

says. “But it’s been worth it.”

In just five years, Byrnes rose

from a lowly paid intern with the

Cleveland Indians to one of the

youngest assistant general managers

in Major League Baseball. And he is

considered a top prospect to fill a general

manager job soon.

Byrnes said he always wanted to make baseball his

career, and it played a considerable role in his decision to

attend Haverford. As a high school standout, he got some

attention from Division I schools, but realized his chances

to play on a regular basis were much better at Division III

Haverford. Over the next four years, this first baseman

helped Haverford rise to the top of what was then the 

Middle Atlantic Conference, setting the school home-run

record and other career marks along the way.

Two years after graduation, Byrnes was working as a

health care consultant in Washington, D.C., when he met

Ron Shapiro ’64 at a Haverford alumni baseball game.

Shapiro, an agent for major league stars that include Cal

Ripken Jr., was impressed by Byrnes’ detailed knowledge

of the game, and helped him get an interview and an even-

tual internship with the Indians.

That first job in baseball was far from glamorous—he

was paid about $800 per month with no benefits. Howev-

er, instead of saddling him with clerical work, the Indians

gave him a chance to show what he knew about the game.

Byrnes proved his skill by creating pitching charts for the

Indians’ staff. He watched hours of tapes of opposing hit-

ters, searching out weaknesses that he turned into reports

for the pitching coach. It was this scrutiny that helped the

Indians shut down the Boston Red Sox and Seattle

Mariners en route to the World Series in 1995.

Byrnes moved up quickly with the Indians and was

eventually given the job of director of scouting. That meant

long hours on the road, combing high school and college

teams for major league prospects. He traveled an average

of 29 days a month, visiting 35 states and many towns that

were often no more than dots on a map.

“I would fly into a major city, rent a car and drive a cou-

ple hundred miles to go see a game. There were some

mornings I would wake up and not know where I was,” he

recalls. “But there wasn’t a day that I regretted the 4 a.m.

wake-up call.”

“I WOULD FLY INTO 
A MAJOR CITY, RENT A CAR 

AND DRIVE A COUPLE HUNDRED MILES
TO GO SEE A GAME. THERE WERE SOME
MORNINGS I WOULD WAKE UP AND NOT

KNOW WHERE I WAS –  BUT THERE
WASN’T A DAY THAT I REGRETTED 

THE 4 A.M. WAKE-UP CALL.”
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Keepin’ it Real:
Jonathan Mednick ’80 and “American High” by Todd Larson

Last summer, amid the hoopla surrounding "Survivor" and the

jeers that greeted "Big Brother," Fox launched a series that

quietly charmed critics and, in the eyes of many reviewers,

showed just what reality TV could be. "Gripping"

and "expertly crafted" said The New York Times.

"The kind of nuanced, compelling drama that you'd

never see on a scripted show," claimed Newsweek. 

The documentary-style program, called "American

High," was set in Chicago’s affluent Highland

Park High School, where it traced the lives of

14 very real students over the course of a

school year. Described by its creators as a

"non-fiction version of ‘My So-Called Life,’"

it was highly successful among teen viewers

and quickly garnered a loyal fan base drawn

to its respectful, authentic portrayals of

real kids. And then it disappeared, a mere

four episodes into its run.

The story of "American High," from its

hasty cancellation by Fox to its recent re-launch on

PBS, could teach us much about the demands of mainstream tele-

vision programming—if we really needed reminding. Fortunately,

it also has much to tell us about Jonathan Mednick ’80, film

professor, documentary filmmaker, and field producer for the

series.

Editor’s Note: As this issue of the magazine went to press, we received news that Jonathan had passed away after suffering a

brain aneurysm. Our sympathies go out to the family and friends of this very inspiring and talented alumnus, and we hope that in

publishing this story, his memory will live on and flourish in the hearts of those who knew him.

Jonathan was looking forward to seeing this article in print. We present it as it was approved by him in the weeks leading

up to publication. Jonathan’s obituary will appear in the Fall 2001 issue of the Haverford Alumni Magazine.
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Unlike the more

ballyhooed reality shows, which have

sequestered cast members on an island, a beach

house, or some other artificial setting, “American High”

depicted the everyday experiences of its characters on

their home turf: at school, on dates, at the prom, and

even on Spring Break. For 10 months, from September

1999 through June 2000, Mednick and his colleagues

devoted their lives to capturing those moments, gather-

ing over 2,000 hours of footage and then editing them

down during the summer to create the series’ 12 half-

hour episodes. 

Mednick also worked with the students to help them

produce the personalized video diaries that were woven

into the program, and actually taught a class in the art

and technique of documentary production to 30 Highland

Park students. The end result—intimate, personal, hon-

est, and free of intrusive narration—reflects the philoso-

phy and style of documentary filmmaking Mednick devel-

oped in his 15 years of work prior to the show.

“The joy of making documentaries,” he explains, “is the

‘found moment,’ capturing the intimacy of real human

interaction. With fiction films, you have 30 to 60 people

on the set. In a documentary, there are only two—the

person doing picture and the person doing sound.” He

cites Robert Drew as both hero and inspiration, and cred-

its the cinema verité pioneer for inventing the notion of

reality TV in the early ’60s—a “glorious failure” that

paved the way for shows like “American High.” “Drew

argued that you don’t need narration to tell people what

they’re seeing,” explains Mednick. “Just show them and

let them intuit it. Like a novel by Flaubert.”

Mednick’s journey to “American High” (or as he calls it,

his “tortuous path”) began shortly after his graduation

from Haverford. With a degree in economics, he accepted

a position researching low-

income labor markets for an eco-

nomic policy think-tank in Wash-

ington. When the incoming Rea-

gan administration “threw [him]

out of work,” he headed for Bogo-

ta, Colombia, where he spent two

years teaching math at an interna-

tional school. “It was there, of all places, that I took a

serious interest in film,” he explains. “My landlady was a

screenwriter, and she became something of an inspira-

tion to me.” 

Upon returning to the States, Mednick took a job stage

managing for the Opera Company of Philadelphia. He

also began taking night classes in film at Temple Univer-

sity. Mednick was hooked. He finished the two years of

coursework required for his M.F.A. in a year-and-a-half,

and then accepted a prestigious Iowa Fellowship to pur-

sue his Ph.D. at the University of Iowa—before actually

completing the production of the film required for his

M.F.A. “I loved film school so much I didn’t want it to

end,” he recalls.

Mednick completed his M.F.A. thesis film during his

first year at Iowa. Unfortunately, his devotion to produc-

ing that and other films didn’t square with the film-stud-

ies approach of the Ph.D. program, or the pressure to

publish academic-oriented articles and analyses. The

program did, however, introduce Mednick to teaching, an

endeavor he remembers as “the best part” of his experi-

ence at Iowa, and one that has shared center stage with

his filmmaking ever since.

Disenchanted with the focus of Iowa’s program, Med-

nick moved on to Wesleyan University. Between 1988 and

1992, he taught filmmaking and developed the relation-

ships that would lead to his participation in “American

High” and a number of other highly successful documen-

tary film projects. It began when Mednick began hiring

students to work on the various educational films he pro-

duced while teaching, and turned into a full-blown pro-
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fessional endeavor

when he left Wes-

leyan in 1992 to pur-

sue filmmaking full

time. “It was so fun

and so worthwhile,” he

says of his collabora-

tion with his students.

“We decided that just

because college was over

didn’t mean we had to stop working together.”

Together Mednick and three of his former students

formed a production company called Other Pictures. Over

the next three years they would produce a number of

educational documentaries, including the award-winning

“The Way We Die,” about the last days of three terminal-

ly ill patients, “Guinea Watermen,” about a Chesapeake

Bay fishing community, and “Opposite Camps,” which

explored racial tensions at a Connecticut camp for disad-

vantaged children from Harlem. 

Other Pictures’ big break came in 1996, when Med-

nick’s partner Ted Stillman was hired to produce “Wel-

come to the Dollhouse,” an independent film that won

the Grand Jury prize for Best Feature Film at the Sun-

dance Film Festival. Buoyed by the success of “Doll-

house,” the company consolidated operations in New

York and completed a number of notable projects:  “A

Perfect Candidate” (a feature documentary on Oliver

North), "Milk and Money" (a feature film starring

Olympia Dukakis), and even a handful of music videos.

"A Perfect Candidate" united Mednick and his partners

at Other Pictures with R.J. Cutler, an Academy Award

nominee for the documentary “The War Room.” It was

Cutler who sold the idea of “American High” to Fox. The

rest is history.

The most common question Mednick is asked is a vari-

ant of one documentary filmmakers have always pon-

dered: just how “real” is the show? Did the presence of

cameras cause the students to do and say things they’d

never do? Mednick jokes that he “hasn’t come up with a

really insightful response” to the question, but his mus-

ings on the subject suggest otherwise. “The camera and

sound persons develop relationships with these people,”

he claims, “and they want to trust you. You open yourself

up to them, and they return the favor by opening them-

selves up to you.”

In fact, Mednick claims that the presence of outsiders

willing to take the students seriously and refrain from

judgment actually afforded them glimpses of the “real”

person that kids

are often afraid to

show to their

peers or parents.

“We didn’t

judge the peo-

ple. We just lis-

tened and were there for

them,” he explains. “It’s so rare, and most of us

crave it so much, that when you get someone in the room

who’s listening and not judging you, it’s tremendously

liberating. You’re like, maybe I can be myself. Maybe I can

let it all hang out.”

While critics were quick to recognize the merits of

“American High,” and teens flocked to it—the series was

the highest-rated program among teenagers during its

brief run—a change in leadership at Fox spelled the end

of the program. In a strange twist of fate, PBS recently

purchased the rights to the series, which it hopes will

help it hold on to the teens who have outgrown “Sesame

Street” and the “Electric Company.” “We thought we

were the highbrow show on the lowbrow channel,” Med-

nick jokes, “and now we’re going to be the lowbrow show

on the highbrow channel.”

Mednick is currently producing and directing another

series with R.J. Cutler.  It is a 13-hour series for TNT to be

shot at U.C.L.A. Medical Center, revealing what happens

in the lives of first-year doctors.  Although the series has

no title as of yet, it is jokingly referred to by its producers

as “American Hospital.”  The new show will begin airing

in the summer of 2002. The majority of his time, however,

is now devoted to that other vocation he began during

his days at Iowa: teaching. In January, Mednick joined the

film department at the University of Central Florida,

where he now teaches film production full time.

Mednick waxes enthusiastic about the opportunity at

UCF, which boasts a tight-knit film department focused

on fostering young filmmakers. “It’s got the best of both

worlds. It’s a huge university with great resources, but it’s

still very small and intimate.”  As he continues, it’s clear

that helping kids—be they the youngsters captured on

film or the young filmmakers themselves—is central to

Mednick’s mission. “The most gratifying, worthwhile

thing I’ve ever done is teaching. It’s nice to have your

show on TV, widely watched and well reviewed. And the

idea that you’re changing the world by television or film

is a nice one, but it’s hard to measure. When a student

writes on an evaluation or sends you a letter that says

‘You really changed my life,’ that’s profoundly gratifying.”

“When a student 
writes on an evaluation or sends 
you a letter that says ‘You really

changed my life,’ that’s profoundly 
gratifying.”
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The Ties That Bind
The Bros. Burke/Berque

by Jill Wharton

It started out as a witty observation: two classmates (and later room-

mates), Robert Burke ’88 and Bruce Berque ’88, shared virtually the same

last name, were both star athletes in Haverford tennis and basketball,

respectively, and both majored in sociology. After graduation, and

arguably inspired by one another, these two ’Fords went on to coach their

specialty sport in big-name Division I schools. Just how did both men

accomplish their career goals in tandem?

Fast Friends

At first glance, it is obvious that the two are not brothers at all. Blonde, long-limbed
Robert Burke and the more compact, dark-haired Bruce Berque became friends
freshman year after being introduced by Berque’s older brother, Dave Berque ’85,
an Upperclass Advisor. For the next three years, the two became inseparable friends
and roommates, and were known by the athletic faculty as “The Burke/Berque
Brothers.” 

During their time on campus, both students were star student-athletes; Burke
leading the men’s basketball team as MVP at a forward slot, and Berque playing
No.1 on the men’s tennis team. Now, as assistant men’s basketball coach for
Princeton University (Burke), and associate head coach at the University of 
Illinois, Urbana/Champaign (Berque), they can confirm that it has been a long
journey since their time as Division III athletes at Haverford.

The Path to Princeton

Robert Burke ’88

As an assistant men’s basketball coach at Princeton University, Robert
Burke has found a way to combine his love of the game, his interests in
business, and his knack for relating with people. From managing new

teammates, to “selling” the school to new recruits, to marketing the pro-
gram to various media outlets and community  groups, Burke’s job combines many
aspects of a traditional business role. Yet, few businessmen can claim the opportuni-
ty to develop one of the top-rated basketball traditions in the country. Just how did
he land this gig, one may wonder….

1986 – Robert Burke

lays it up as a ’Ford

forward. 
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When Burke first
arrived on the
Haverford campus
in 1984, he had planned
to attend business school after grad-
uation. In the meantime, as an undergrad, he
wanted to use his athletic abilities to help Haverford
restore its winning tradition on the basketball court. As time
went on, though, he realized that perhaps business school was
not a good fit for him. During an interview for a slot at the
University of Chicago Business School’s summer program,
Burke remembers being asked if, after graduation, he had a
chance to go to business school or to coach, which would he
choose? He said, without hesitation, to coach. “I think that
[answer] revealed to me and the committee what I was destined to
do,” he says. “I was told I did not get into the program because of
that answer.” But he has no regrets, and feels that being a Haverford
grad was certainly a big help in landing the job at Princeton. He

admits that at one point (after deciding to pursue coach-
ing) he may have wondered, “What

if I had gone to
Villanova and

been a walk-on
[instead]? I
would have been

a part of a
National Champi-
onship team! How
would that have

helped me in my
pursuit of a career in
coaching? I admit I’ve
had these thoughts,

but in the end, have
always felt I made the
best decision,” he says

confidently.

Burke’s time at Haverford
has left him with many fond
memories—of classes led by
favorite professors Kim Ben-
ston, Mark Gould, and Bill
Hohenstein (who, Burke
comments, sparked his
interest in the study of
sociology), and the mem-
ories of typical college
pranks such as moving
roommate Jim Coff-
man’s bedroom
entirely outside on
the front lawn of
the (then) H.P.A.
dorms, furniture
and all, while
Coffmann was
out on the
town. Burke

particularly calls
attention to a time freshman year

when, during practice, his jaw was broken in two
places, and was wired shut. Instructed to eat only puréed foods
through a straw, he recalls asking the folks at the D.C. to blend up
some fish for him—a memory that still makes him squirm. More
than that, though, he recalls President Stevens and Dean of Students
Freddye Hill personally stopping by his dorm room to make sure he
was on the road to recovery. “That kind of treatment just doesn’t hap-
pen at most schools. I still remember things like that,” he says.

While on campus, Burke did his part to stay active by helping oth-
ers through the Big Brother program, an aspect of his egalitarian per-
sonality that assuredly led him to the desire to be a coach. After gradu-
ation, he landed a position as an assistant coach at the University of
Maryland Baltimore County, through connections he had made earli-
er working Georgetown’s summer basketball camp program. Over the
next 10 years, Burke accepted coaching positions in Division I schools
all over the country, including Loyola Marymount University, Siena

2001– staying 

calm under 

pressure – and with old friendJohn Thompson

– Way to go, guys!



Col-
lege,

and Air
Force. But

when he heard of
the open position at

Princeton, he jumped at the
chance and was offered the job. (Know-

ing Princeton head coach John Thompson since high
school didn’t hurt, either.)

Now approaching his one-year anniversary as Assistant Coach,
Burke has found that being a part of the Princeton community is
every bit as fulfilling as he had hoped it would be, especially since the
Tigers were able to capture an unexpected NCAA Tournament bid by
capturing their 34th conference championship. He says that his
favorite aspect of his job is working with individual players. “As a
coach,” he says, “You have to have a vision for your team that is
greater than the vision they have for themselves. You have to keep
encouraging them to push the envelope; that they can go beyond
what they think they are capable of doing.” 

When asked how he handles the stress of game-time anxiety, Burke
expressed the importance of not getting worked up during a game.
“Typically, you see coaches getting worked up [on television] because
that plays well in the media. I think that if you put a camera on most
coaches for an extended period of time, you’d see they are usually
rather calm. You have to be in order to do your job well.” Off the
court, Burke often gets bombarded with both cheers and jeers, as fans
inquire why “so-and-so” did “such-and-such.” Burke shakes his head
and adds, “Everyone has dribbled a ball or made a lay up, so of course
they think they can coach. But this is part of the business. You have to
be able to have those conversations with fans and not take them 
personally.”

Recruiting is another aspect of Burke’s job that he finds fun and
fascinating. Attracting student-athletes to Princeton, although an easy
sell, is not as effortless as one might think. Like any other school
regardless of division, the recruitment aspect involves extensive travel-
ing (Burke spends approximately four months out of the year on the
road, including time spent in Europe), and because of Princeton’s Ivy
League status, Burke has to do his best to ensure a match athletically,
academically, and emotionally with the Princeton name. “It’s not
enough to just recruit good players,” he says. “You need to recruit
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players that are a good match for your institution.” Burke says he is
fortunate to get support in recruiting from two Haverford alums,
Princeton’s Director of Admission Fred Hargadon ’58, and Princeton’s
Dean of Faculty Joe Taylor ’63. “We’re looking for guys that can help
us win. Winning is important—that’s why we keep score,” he states
matter-of-factly. But staying humble during a winning streak is just as
important. “You rest for a day, enjoy your victory for a day, and then
you get back to work.”

A Little One-on-One

Bruce Berque ’88

“In most of the things I’ve done, I’ve never had a plan,” Bruce Berque
’88 says with a laugh. And while this might be true, it sure doesn’t
seem that way. Even back when deciding where to go to college,
Berque had a bit of a tough decision (deciding between Haverford,
Amherst, and Columbia), but after weighing the pros and cons, he
decided that Haverford would be an ideal place to spend his next four
years. When visiting his older brother, Dave, who was a junior ’Ford
at the time, Berque first discovered the intimate Haverford campus
and was drawn to the uniqueness of the Honor Code and Quaker 
tradition. “I chose Haverford probably for the same reasons people
still choose it today,” he points out.

Berque played tennis all four years, leading his team to victory, and
was the No. 1 singles player both junior and senior year, and was the
team MVP (Virginia Cup Award) winner. And, like Burke, Bruce 

The Ties That Bind continued
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recalls those
same out-

standing sociology classes with
Bill Hohenstein, who originally sparked his interest in

sociology and psychology. After graduation, Berque had intended
to go to law school, and therefore took a part-time job as a paralegal
in Philadelphia. He would spend the mornings pushing paper in the
law office and the afternoons coaching alongside Ann Koger and the
College’s varsity and junior varsity women’s tennis team. In addition,
this ambitious ’Ford also taught gym class at the Delaware Valley
Friends School, coached at the Llanerch Country Club during the
weekends, and even found time to work for the U.S. Pro Indoors ten-
nis tournament.

It was during this hectic post-graduation work schedule that
Berque realized that of all his vocations, he enjoyed the act of coach-
ing the most. Shortly thereafter, he was offered a full-time position as
the athletic facilities manager and assistant women’s tennis coach at
Haverford. “From there, I knew that I enjoyed coaching, and I had
the idea to try to take coaching to a higher level. Rob [Burke] was a
pretty good influence on me, too, because I knew he was into it… I’d
go to his games at the UMBC, and I’d talk to him a lot about what he
was doing.” Eager to jump into the coaching field, Berque arranged
an interview and was offered a position as the University of Florida’s
assistant tennis coach, a position he held for six years.

It was during that time that Berque worked with Mark Merklein,
the number one player on the team, and holder of the NCAA Nation-
al Doubles (with David Blair) and Singles titles. Merklein turned pro
after graduating from UF, and asked Berque to travel and work with
him while on tour. After two years of intense traveling and one-on-
one coaching, Merklein’s ATP world ranking improved from over 400
to 160 in singles, and from over 300 to 70 in doubles. 

After an amicable parting with Merklein, Berque then began work-
ing for the United States Tennis Association, and with the country’s
top 15 juniors at training camps and various international tourna-

ments. One of
the kids he was

then working with
asked him to coach 

him privately, which
led to more traveling

and more one-on-one
interaction. By this time,

Berque knew he wanted to
get back to collegiate coach-

ing and settle down a little
bit. Through a contact at the

University of Illinois, he got the
job as associate head coach,

where he has been ever since.
“During the season, a typical day would start between 7:30 and

8:30, doing an hour of paperwork, then two to three hours on the
court doing individual workouts with the guys… the rest of the time
it’s just paperwork and fielding calls, then another hour of individual
work before practice, then practice from 2:00 to 5:30, then back to
the office or a workout and conditioning session with the guys,” he
comments.

It is no wonder that Berque credits his team’s success (five consecu-
tive Big Ten championships and a top-10 national ranking) to his
attention to detail and acute technical focus. He and head coach Craig
Tiley pride themselves on recruiting the best American players, and
working hard with them to develop their athletic skills to the point
that they reach their ultimate potential in tennis. 

For someone who claims they have no “life plan,” this ’Ford defi-
nitely, if not deliberately, sought his own path and went for it. Call it
luck, call it coincidence.

* * *
Speaking of coincidence, what do the Burke/Berque Brothers think

about the similarities between them? Burke admits that as current
friends, they still rely on one another for support when one team is
struggling, or if they need advice on a coaching or position change. “I
don’t think Bruce got involved in coaching because I was, or vice ver-
sa,” Burke comments. “It’s kind of neat that it did work out that way,
though.”

As for Bruce Berque, he unabashedly reiterates, “Rob was a big
influence on me. Even though he knew very little about tennis, he
helped me quite a bit with the mental side of my game. He had a
great understanding about competitiveness, and I learned from watch-
ing him play basketball. I don’t think I ever told him, but his whole
attitude on sports and athletics definitely rubbed off on me.”

– Perfecting a fore-
hand volley
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2001
Photos 1 & 2:  Classmates exchange warm greetings outside Roberts Hall prior to

Collection; 3. (L. to R.) Jim Buckley ’49 and Omar Bailey ’49 attend the Scarlet

Sages 50th-Plus-Reunion Club breakfast; 4. Joe Ronan ’76 addresses Haverford

and Bryn Mawr alums at the dedication of the Memorial Bench, held at the obser-

vatory garden; 5. (L. to R.) Howard Bush ’66, Karen Bonnell, Patti Bush,

Charlotte Williams Lutton (Hon. ’66), and other softball enthusiasts watch the 

Quinquennial Softball Challenge; 6. It’s Munson Hicks’ ’66 turn at bat; 7. The

Class of 1986 participate in the Campus Beautification Project near the Cricket

Pavilion; 8 & 9: Future ’Fords enjoy the 5th Annual Family Carnival.

6

9

8

7
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Congratulations to the Class of 2001, the newest 
Haverford College alumni members!

Commence

Simone Nish (L) and Linh Nguyen.

Sarah Baynes and David Benner.
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ement 2001

(L. to R.) Honorary degree recipients Chinua Achebe, William Gray III, David Park McAllester, 
and Bernice Johnson Reagon.

(L. to R.) President Tritton, Abigail Baim-Lance, and Diana Baker.

H A V E R F O R D ’ S F A C U L T Y
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STUMP THE ALUM S P O R T S  T R I V I A  C O N T E S T
How much do you know? Take our trivia quiz and test your knowledge of Haverford sports.

Fill out the form below and send your responses before August 30, 2001 to: Sports Trivia, Haverford Alumni Magazine, 370 Lancaster Avenue, Haverford, PA  19041;
or via e-mail at: magazine@haverford.edu.  The first respondent with all 10 correct answers will receive a $25.00 gift certificate for use in the campus bookstore!

The correct answers and our winner will be published in the Fall 2001 issue.

1. Who was Haverford’s president when the College discontinued the football program?
a. William Wistar Comfort b. Hugh Coleman c. Jack Borton d. Robert Stevens

2. What is the name of the famous Haverford coach who allegedly collected pennies to help pay for the Alumni Field House when it was built in the 1950s?
a. Roy Randall b. Bill Docherty c. Alfred Haddleton d. Ernie Prudente

3. In which sport did Ira Reid, the first African-American faculty member at Haverford, have a professional career before entering academia?
a. Tennis b. Basketball c. Track d. Football

4. In 1986, the brilliantly coached Haverford Nine used a last-inning home run by Jon Trohn ’87 to defeat a pitcher who has been in the major leagues ever since 
his college graduation.  That pitcher was:

a. Mike Remlinger b. Jamie Moyer c. Jim Poole d. Billy Wagner

5. Which Haverford president once told the football coach, “Thee will coach the football team; I will do the admission work.”
a. William Wistar Comfort b. Felix Morley c. Hugh Borton d. Isaac Sharpless

6. Which Haverford basketball player scored 52 and 48 points in consecutive wins over Philadelphia Textile and the University of Delaware?
a. Henry Scattergood b. Hunter Rawlings c. Dick Voith d. Philip D’Arrigo

7. Which Haverford basketball player holds the women’s single-game scoring record?
a. Amy Taylor b. Koren Miller c. Claudette Pirwitz d. Sarah Chamovitz

8. Which of the following sports was The Gymnasium (now Ryan Gym) not equipped to host when it opened 100 years ago?
a. Swimming b. Bowling c. Gymnastics d. Basketball

9. Who is the only Haverford undergraduate to later participate in the Olympic Games?
a. Karl Paranya b. Stu Levitt c. Phillip Baker d. Jim Grosholz

10. Famous Quaker Stephen G. Cary ’37 lettered in what sport?
a. Football b. Soccer c. Baseball d. Referee-baiting

Extra credit: Except for the rarely used cheer, “Kill, Quakers, Kill!” Haverford teams have rarely been referred to as “Quakers,” which is surprising for the first 
college in America to be founded by the Religious Society of Friends.  Which colleges have the following nicknames been associated with?

a. Little Quakers b. Quakers (name three) c. Hustlin’ Quakers

Special thanks to Greg Kannerstein ’63, Director of Athletics and Associate Dean of the College, and John Douglas, Sports Information Director, for providing  the 
information for this quiz.
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Family/Homecoming
Weekend

Join us for Haverford College’s 

SEPTEMBER 21–23, 2001

Highlights include:
• Cantor Fitzgerald Gallery Exhibits

• Scarlet Sages Breakfast

• Collection with President Tritton and Other Faculty Members

• Student Life Panel

• Exciting Lectures and Symposia 

• Extern Program Reunion and Recognition Reception

• Parent Volunteer Recognition Dinner

• A Celebration of Track and Cross-Country at Haverford

• Bonfire by the Duck Pond

• The Opportunity to be a Part of the Haverford College Experience

More information will arrive shortly—check your mailbox for details!

For additional information, please contact:
Violet Brown
Office of External Relations
Haverford College
370 Lancaster Avenue
Haverford, PA 19041-1392
(610)-896-1130
E-mail: vbrown@haverford.edu


