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By Bruce Braun '85. 

In 1989, Bruce Braun, a lawyer in the Chicago office of the firm Winston & Strawn, 
found himself defending a convicted killer in his bid to stave off the death penalty. James 
P. Free Jr., had been sentenced to die by lethal injection for murder and attempted rape, 
crimes he committed in 1978. Braun chronicles his attempts to obtain a stay of execution 
for Free, and how the case launched the lawyer into the debate over capital punishment. 

The Notion of Community: 
Haverford's Student Religious Groups 

20 
By Steve Manning 96 and Cara Hersh '97 

From Quakers to Baha'is, Haverford College is a microcosm of many of the major 
religions of the world. HAVERFORD explores how student members of campus religious 
groups worship, their activities, and how they fit into Haverford's notion of community. 
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AT HAVERFORD 

ACADEMIC UPDATE 

Koffi Anyinefa, Associate Professor of French, 
has been awarded an NEH Summer Stipend 
for the 1997 year. His project is entitled, "The 
Field of Francophone Literature: On the 
Canonization of Some Authors." 
Richard Ball, Assistant Professor of 
Economics, spent the 1996-97 academic year 
on leave from Haverford as a Visiting Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Applied 
Economics at the University of Minnesota. 
Recent scholarly works include: a paper in July 
1996, co-authored with Laurie Pounder (HC 
'95) and titled, "Efficient but Poor Revisited" 
which appeared in the journal Economic 
Development and Cultural Change; a paper 
titled "The Institutional Foundations of 
Monetary Commitment: A Comparative 
Analysis," which was written as a background 
paper for the World Bank's 1997 World 
Development Report and in February 1997, a 
paper titled, "Opposition Backlash and 
Platform Convergence in a Spatial Voting 
Model" which was accepted for publication in 
the journal Public Choice. Professor Ball also 
gave talks at Macalester College and the 
University of Minnesota during the fall. 
Julio dePaula, Associate Professor of 
Chemistry, gave a lecture entitled "Resonance 
Light Scattering Spectroscopy: A New Probe 
of Light-Harvesting Systems" to the chemistry 
departments of Yale University and University 
of North Carolina. He was also an invited 
member of a discussion panel on "Tracking 
Faculty Careers" at the Program Directors 
Meeting of the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute Undergraduate Science Education 
Program. 
Harvey Glickman, Professor of Political 
Science, served as Department Curriculum 
Evaluator for the Political Science Department 
of Washington College in Maryland, 
November, 1996. He performed the same 
service for Drury College in Springfield, 
Missouri in March, 1997. He was supported 
by the College in attending the Aspen Wye 
Faculty Seminar on Citizenship and Education 
in Queenstown, Maryland, July 1996. He 
gave a paper titled "Constitution-Making and 
Ethnic Conflict in Africa?" at the bi-annual 
meeting of the International Society for the 
Study of European Ideas in Utrecht, Holland, 
August, 1996. He will be a commentator on 
several papers at the Conference on African 
Renewal at MIT, Cambridge, MA, in March, 
1997. 

Lisa Jane Graham, Assistant Professor of 
History, contributed to and co-edited Visions 
and Revisions of Eighteenth Century France. 
The work brings together eight essays that offer 
innovative strategies for studying society and 
culture. Her essay is titled "Crimes of 
Opinions: Policing the Public in Eighteenth-
Century Paris." 
Karl Johnson, Assistant Professor of Biology, 
was invited to give multi-media talks on his 
research in cell biology to the Center for 
Research on Women's Health and 
Reproduction at the University of 
Pennsylvania and the Department of Anatomy 
and Cell Biology at Temple University School 
of Medicine. 
Emma Lapsansky, Professor of History and 
Curator of the Quaker Collection, was invited 
to present a synopsis of her research on the 
Friendship Cooperative Houses, Inc., at the 
Oral History Association meetings in October. 
In addition to reviewing a number of 
manuscripts for scholarly presses and journals 
and publishing a series of book reviews, she 
developed a web site for the 1996 NEH 
Summer Institute "Religion and Diversity in 
American Society." She has also begun 
mounting finding aids on the World Wide 
Web for the Quaker Collection. 
Danielle Macbeth, Assistant Professor of 
Philosophy, gave a talk titled "Brandom on 
Inference and the Expressive Role of Logic" at 
a Conference on Truth hosted by the Sociedad 
Filosofica Ibero Americana. The conference 
was held in Queretaro City, Mexico in June of 
1996. That same month, she and Gary Ebbs of 
the University of Pennsylvania organized the 
Greater Philadelphia Philosophy Consortium. 
The consortium was hosted by Haverford and 
centered on the topic Language, Mind and 
World She has been awarded a 1997 NEH 
Fellowship for College Teachers and 
Independent Scholars for a project entitled 
"Frege's Logic." 
The John R. Coleman Professor of Social 
Sciences Wyatt MacGaffey was invited to give 
the keynote address, "The Cultural Tradition 
of the African Forests," at a symposium on Art 
and Divination in Central and West Africa, at 
Amherst College in November, 1996. 
Judith Owen, Professor of Biology, received 
additional support from the National Science 
Foundation for her project entitled, "RUI: 
Memory in the Immune Response to 
Fluorescein." 

Bettye and Howard Marshall Professor of 
Natural Sciences Bruce Partridge and Visiting 
Assistant Professor Esther Zirbel will be using 
the Hubble Space Telescope and its new 
instruments during 1997. Partridge will 
conduct a project on galaxies, while Zirbel will 
concentrate on distant star-forming systems. 
Ulrich Schonherr, Assistant Professor of 
German, was invited to deliver a paper at the 
International Symposium on Gert Jonke 
(October 23-25, 1996), sponsored by the 
Musil-Institut of the University of Klagenfurt 
and the Austrian Public Radio. The talk was 
entitled: "'I Am Lost to the World'-The Locus 
of Music in Gert Jonke's Work" (in German). 
An expanded version of this talk will be 
published in a volume of essays in honor of 
Gert Jonke next spring. 
Assistant Professor of Mathematics Stephanie 
Frank Singer was invited to give a series of 
lectures on Symplectic Geometry at the 
undergraduate level at the Institute for 
Advanced Study in Princeton as part of the 
Mentoring Program of the IAS/Park City 
Summer Mathematics Institute. These lectures 
will take place in May, 1997. Professor Singer 
also was awarded an American Mathematical 
Society Centennial Research Fellowship. 
Wendy Sternberg, Assistant Professor of 
Psychology, spoke about her research on sex 
differences in pain inhibition at a meeting at 
NIH in Bethesda, MD, addressing the 
neuroendocrine aspects of fibromyalgia 
syndrome, a painful condition primarily 
afflicting women. She also spoke at a 
conference in Heidelberg, Germany in 
November, 1996, about her research to a 
group of German anesthesiologists, physicians, 
and scientists. 
Jeff Tecosky-Feldman, Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics, co-authored a mathematics text 
called Multivari able Calculus. It was published 
in January 1997. 
William Williams, Professor of Fine Arts, 
attended the Oracle Photography Curators' 
Conference held in Santa Barbara, CA in 
November 1996. He led discussions on the 
programs and governance of college and 
university art galleries. He also served as one of 
three jurors to select artists for the exhibition 
"Impressions: Contemporary Asian-American 
Artist Prints" and residency artist print fellows 
for the Brandywine Workshop Center for the 
Visual Arts in Philadelphia on November 15, 
1996. 
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LETTERS 

February 12, 1997 

Dear Editor, 

Ongoing maladjustments in the provision of health care, and drastic misunderstanding 
both of its causes, and of the probable efficacy of proposed remedies, point to a role for 
Haverford, and for the Society of Friends. 

Your excellent, balanced, and timely report could, and hopefully will, become the 
opening for such a project, which requires solid experience and mature thoughtfulness, 
and, just as important, minimal technical clutter and expense. A little common sense can 
yield benefits far in excess of the work involved. It would be gratifying to see Haverford 
as the point of origin of such an undertaking. It would be an excellent setting for the 
assembly of thoughtful, experienced professionals to initiate such an effort. 

One of many objectives would be a clear and thoroughgoing presentation of the dynamics 
of present seeming dislocations, excessive haste in forwarding remedies, and disproportion 
between effects and causes. 

This would be an important part of a mediation effort, a familiar role for Friends. This 
familiarity helps assure that, from the very outset, no one group or cast of thought is 
allowed to dominate the effort. This is an all important requirement. 

It would be interesting to know how your survey participants would respond to such a 
suggestion. 

Very truly yours, 
John McLaughlin, '45, F.S.A. 
Chicago, IL 

Letters to the Editor can be sent either by mail or via email to mmcdonal@haverford.edu  
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ARC LAY FIRE 

Barclay Tower at the height of the blaze. 
The tower was torn down as a result of 
the fire. 

The usual early-morning serenity of 
Haverford College was shattered on April 
15, 1946 as the sirens of four local fire 
companies invaded the campus. Students 
awoke to find the 110-foot tall tower that 
once loomed atop Barclay Hall awash in 
flames. Richard Whitall '46, a resident of 

the tower apartments awoke at 5 a.m. to 
the sound of crashing timbers as the 
structure began to burn. He and his two 
roommates were able to escape down a fire 
ladder into a third-floor window, from 
which they proceeded to sound the alarm. 
Richard Rivers '47, a first floor dweller, 
told his story to The Haverford News the 
day after. "My two roommates and I were 
sound asleep when we heard a buzzing 
sound, which I afterwards found out was 
the dormitory fire alarm. One of my 
roommates tried to turn off the alarm 
clock, but soon found out he was wrong in 
his surmise. I looked outside and found 
that there was a vertical column of sparks 
and burning chips falling from outside." 
Rivers ran upstairs armed with a fire 
extinguisher, but the flames forced his and 
the other novice student firefighters to 
beat a hasty retreat. Firefighters arrived on 
the scene shortly thereafter, and subdued 
the blaze. Three firemen were overcome 
by smoke, and water had to be pumped up 
from the Duck Pond to make up for the 
inadequacy of the lone available hydrant. 

The aftermath was grim. The 
smoldering tower had been gutted by the 
blaze. The expelled residents streamed 
back into Barclay to salvage whatever they 
could; Jack Hoopes '48, Corson Jones '48 
and Dan Wagner '47 lost all their 
possessions when the ceiling of their third-
floor room collapsed. Rather than rebuild 
the gothic tower, the College decided to 
add a fourth floor where the spire once 
rose. And the cause? Was it Mrs. 
O'Leary's clumsy cow? One story 
attributes it to Christmas lights strung up 
by tower residents hoping to create an 
amorous environment for potential dates. 
Probably only the Barclay ghost knows the 
truth. 
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Northern New Jersey 

Philadelphia, PA 

Wilmington, DE 

April 8, 1998 

April 26, 1998 

April 29, 1998 

May, 1998 Phoenix, AZ 
Tucson, AZ 

Pittsburgh, PA 
Erie, PA 

November 5-6, 1998 

October 9-11, 1998 Austin, TX 
Dallas, TX 

Houston, TX 

Boulder, CO 
Denver, CO 

March 5-10, 1999 

April 12-16, 1999 

Charlotte, NC 
Charlottesville, VA 

Raleigh/Durham, NC 

Cleveland, OH 
Columbus, OH 
Cincinnati, OH 

St. Louis, MO 

April 21, 1999 	 Rochester, NY 

PRESIDENT TOM TRITTON'S UPCOMING ODYSSEY 

Fanfare with a trumpet flourish, red carpet trimmed in brocade — or more likely — understated elegance in typical Haverford fashion 
when President Thomas Tritton visits members of the extended Haverford community. Pencil the dates on your dance card! Detailed 
invitations will be sent to each area, but please feel free to call the Alumni Relations Office at (610) 896-1004 or send email to 
alumni@haverford.edu  

Tentative Presidential Travel Plans to visit Alumni, Parents and Friends of the College: 

May 18, 1997 

June 4, 19971 

July 23, 1997 

August 6, 1997 

September 27, 1997 
sommosomilsoompilir  

October 1997 

October 12, 1997 

October 13, 1997 

October 14 or 15, 1997 

November 5-6, 1997 

December 10, 1997 

December 11, 1997 

January 12-16, 1998 

March 25, 1998 

Burlington, VT 

Atlanta, GA 

Boston, MA 

Seattle, WA 

Haverford, PA 
Presidential Inauguration 

New York, NY 

Los Angeles, CA 

San Diego, CA - 

an Francisco, CA 

Chicago, IL 

Baltimore, MD 

Washington, DC 

Tampa/Orlando, FL .  
Miami/Palm Beach, FL 

Coral Gables, FL 
Sarasota/Naples, FL 

New Haven, CT 
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Jack Rakove, Haverford Class of 1968, is 
the winner of the 1997 Pulitzer Prize for 
History. The Coe Professor of History 
and American Studies at Stanford 
University was awarded the prize for his 
book Original 
Meanings: Politics 
and Ideas in the 
Making of the 
Constitution. In his 
work, Rakove argues 
that "originalism," 
the practice of 
interpreting the 
Constitution by a 
fixed set of the 
Framer's intentions, 
should not be the 
only approach to 
settling today's 
judicial questions. 
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AT HAVERFORD 

One of the most serene spots on the 
Haverford campus is the Homer R. 
Goodall Class of 1953 courtyard, located 
between Founder's Great Hall and Gest 
Center. Renovation of the courtyard was 
sponsored by the Class of 1953 and was 
dedicated at its fortieth reunion in May 
1993 to classmate Goodall, killed in an 
auto accident in 1991. 

The red-brick patio is bordered by a 
variety of plantings and floral 
arrangements. The plantings include a 
Creeping Japanese Juniper, Autumn Higan 
Cherry, Ostrich Fern, Spanish Bluebell and 
King Codro Hyacinths among others. 
Several benches inhabit the corners, 
including one designed and hand-carved 
by Burt Saidel '53 in loving memory of his 
son, David Alexander Saidel, and in honor 
of the class reunion. The courtyard also 
contains trees planted in memory of Urban 
Moss III, '55, and Urvi Thanawala, sister 
of Suchita Thanawala Stanger '88. 

Homer,a long-time resident of 
Manhattan, was employed by the North 
American Philips Corporation. A 
philosophy major at Haverford, Goodall 
was a towering figure on campus both 
literally and figuratively. His 6'6" frame 
stood out on campus, as did his sharp 
sense of humor, evident in the Class Night 
skits in which he took part. Tom Wood 
'53 recalled that Homer had "enormous 
affection for the College. He looked back 
at Haverford College as halcyon days." 
Goodall was also a patron of the arts with 
a passion for opera, and was employed by 
the New York Metropolitan Opera for a 
period. He was survived by his mother, 
Katherine W. Goodall, who left the bulk 
of her estate to Haverford after her death 
in 1994 to establish an endowed fund in 
his memory. 

Burt Saidel's ('53) hand-carved bench 
in memory of his son, David Alexander 
Saidel. 
The Homer R. Goodall Courtyard. (inset) 

JACK RAKOVE '68 WINS PULITZER ALUMS JOIN CHORALE FOR PERFORMANCE 

OF ELIJAH 

Responding to an 
invitation from the 
new Director of 
Choral and Vocal 
Studies and Assistant 
Professor of Music 
Thomas Lloyd, alums 
Laura Munich (HC 
'89), Bruce Segal (HC 
'83), Anita Kaplan 
(HC '80), Dane 
Waters (BMC '96), Eric Muther (HC '94) Melvin Strieb (HC '66), 
Joel Streim (HC '73) and Mark C. Randert (HC '74) performed 
Mendelssohn's great oratorio "Elijah" on November 24, 1996 along 
with over 100 current students, faculty, and community members 
who make up the Haverford and Bryn Mawr Chorale. They were 
accompanied by a 40-piece orchestra of bi-college students and 
faculty supported by students from the Curtis Institute of Music 
and Temple University School of Music. Elgar's "The Music 
Makers" was performed on April 27, 1997 and plans are underway 
for a performance of Brahms' "Requiem" next Fall with the 
combined chorales and student orchestras of Haverford, Bryn 
Mawr, and Penn. 
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Phin Barnes '98 goes for a lay-up against Western Maryland College. 
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Haverford men's basketball provided a 
changing of the guard this season as six 
graduated seniors were replaced by six 
impact freshmen. In typical rebuilding 
fashion, the young Fords struggled 
through much of the season but showed 
flashes of brilliance along the way to a 3-
21 record. Point guard Bobby Weinert 
'00 was just beginning to assert himself as 
a defensive specialist when a knee injury 
sidelined the conference steals leader just 
11 games into the campaign. Losing 
Weinert coincided, however, with the 
emergence of sharp-shooter Tim 
Mulvaney '00. Hampered by a calf injury 
for the early part of the year, Mulvaney 
came on in the last 12 games to average a 
team-best 12 points per game. Juniors 
Phineas Barnes and Kijana Saunders 
helped anchor the front court each 
averaging 10 points per game. 

Women's basketball fought through 
some injuries as well en route to its 7-17 
season. Haverford started its season 
without star junior Colleen Leonard. In 
her absence the Fords looked to floor 
leader Kate Maggiotto '97 for a consistent 
dose of points and rebounds. Kate led the 
team in total points, total rebounds, three-
pointers, and minutes played. Colleen 
returned for the last 10 games and did not 
miss a beat. She averaged a team-leading 
14 ppg and 7 rpg. Along with her younger 
sister, rookie Leigh Leonard, the two 
combined for 22 ppg, each cracking the 20 
point mark several times. The Fords' 
season was highlighted by two convincing 
wins over Swarthmore College and a late-
season victory at Bryn Mawr. 

The indoor track teams continued to 
shine on the national level, as four 
Haverford runners were named All-
Americans as a result of their performances 
at the NCAA Division III championship 
meet. Karl Paranya '97claimed his fifth 
indoor NCAA title in four years, winning 
the 1500 meter race with a time of 
3:47.72. Ntobeko Ntusi '98 finished third 
in a close 800 m. race, just a quarter of a 
second off the pace. Meredith Unger '97 
capped her indoor career with a third place 
finish in the 1500 m., while Emily Dorean 
'97 took 6th place in the same race to earn 
All-American status as well. Both teams 
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Leigh Leonard '00 drives to the basket with sister Colleen '98 in the background. 
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AT HAVERFORD 

continued their dominance of the 
Centennial Conference, as the men's squad 
captured its 17th consecutive track and 
field championship while the women were 
nipped at the tape by rival Swarthmore. 
The men's team outdistanced their nearest 
opponent by over 60 points en route to the 
Centennial crown, as Derek Sykora '98 
(200m), Chris Coulston '98 (400m), Aryn 
Davis '97 (800m), Ntusi (1500m), and 
Chris Hood '97 (5000m) all captured 
gold. Senior Masilio Grant won the triple 
jump and placed second in the long jump. 
For the women, Unger won both the 800 
and 1500 meter races and anchored the 
victorious Haverford distance medley relay 
team. Rachel Mosher '99 won the 5000 
meter race with ease. 

Sarah Zinn '97 led the women's fencing 
squad with an 11th place finish in the epée 
division at the NCAA Regionals, missing 
the cut for the national tournament by one 
spot. Zinn also placed third in the 
NIWFA tournament while Lisa Richman 
'99 finished fourth overall in the same 
tourney. The men fencers compiled a 16-
12 record on the year and finished third in 
the Middle Atlantic Conference. Captain 
Phil Peristein '97 qualified for NCAA 
Regionals, as did Kurt Fink '97. Both the 
men's and women's squash teams faced 
tough schedules, but the men notched 
wins over Air Force, Bard, and Colby 
while the highlight of the women's season 
was a 7-2 trouncing of Bard College. The 
wrestling team took on the 1996-97 
schedule with just two wrestlers, Geoff 
Seiler '98 and Stewart Morgan '99, each of 
whom managed to pull out winning 
records for the year. 
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RETIRING FACULTY 

COLIN F. MACKAY, 
John Farnum Professor of Chemistry, steps 
down this spring after 41 years as a member 
of the Haverford faculty. A Connecticut 
native, MacKay migrated west to Notre 
Dame as an undergraduate, receiving his 
diploma in 1950. He enrolled at the 
University of Chicago that same year, 
where he studied under Nobel Prize 
chemist Willard Libby. While completing 

his Ph.D. in 1956, MacKay was offered a 
temporary, one-year position in the 
Haverford chemistry department, an offer 
the young chemist accepted. So in the fall 
of 1956, MacKay headed back east to take 
a teaching position he would hold for the 
rest of his career. 

Specializing in physical chemistry, 
MacKay has centered his research on the 
chemistry of the free atom. He has 
published extensively on hot atom  

chemistry and carbonyl carbene chemistry, 
and is co-author of the widely-used college 
text, Principles of Physical Chemistry. His 
research interests also include mechanisms 
of amino acid production in primitive 
Earth atmosphere and photochemistry 
initiated by CO2  pulsed infra-red lasers. 
MacKay's work has won him several 
awards, including the Philadelphia 
Institute of Chemists 1987 Honor Scroll 
and the Sears Campus Leadership Award 
in 1990. 

MacKay has been an integral part in the 
growth of the Haverford chemistry 
department. He was one of the driving 
forces behind a the restructuring of the 
department's curriculum in the 1960's. 
Emphasis was shifted away from more 
traditional, lecture-based forms of teaching 
chemistry to incorporating hands-on 
laboratory experience into an 
undergraduate's education. MacKay also 
added a personal touch to his teaching, 
opening his home to students for 
discussion groups and chemistry 
department social events. The circular 
arrangement of chairs, benches, and sofas 
in his living room reveal that he is ever-
prepared for an onslaught of young 
chemistry minds. 

MacKay has also been active at 
Haverford outside of the laboratory. In 
1982-83 he served as chairman of the 
Honor Code Review Committee, which 
took on the daunting task of revising the 
College's Honor Code. Under MacKay's 
guidance, the Committee recommended 
changes in trial procedure and adoption of 
measures to promote discussion of the 
Code within the community. 

Professor MacKay's wife Ann, also 
worked for Haverford in a variety of 
different capacities. 

A symposium in honor of MacKay was 
held on April 19, 1997 in Sharpless 
Auditorium. Former students of MacKay's 
who spoke at the event included Paul J. 
Dagdigian '67, Roger E. Koeppe '71, 
Stephen J. Lippard '62, and Michael D. 
Morse '74. The symposium was followed 
by a reception in the Cantor Fitzgerald 
Gallery of the Whitehead Campus Center. 
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ROBERTO CASTILLO-SANDOVAL by Steve Manning '96 

When Assistant Professor of Spanish 
Roberto Castillo-Sandoval matriculated at 
Kenyon College in 1979, he was presented 
with several opportunities, the foremost 
being the freedom to study sociology. His 
previous experience in higher education 
had been at the Universidad Ca-Ohm de 
Chile, where the repressive Pinochet 
regime had banned sociology along with a 
host of other disciplines. In Chile, he had 
studied English and American Literature 
and was working on a degree in teaching 
English as a foreign language. He also was 
involved in student resistance groups and 
underground political parties. His choice 
to come to the United States was not 
entirely his own, nor was it fueled by a 
burning desire to study sociology. 

After General Augusto Pinochet and his 
military junta took control of Chile in  

1973, one of the first targets of his 
totalitarian machine was the nation's 
university system. Subjects were banned; 
professors were either forced to resign, 
conform, or leave the country, and were 
replaced by sympathizers to the regime. "It 
was a devastating blow to the university 
system in Chile," recalls Castillo-Sandoval, 
"and to this day it is still felt." When he 
entered college in 1977, the resistance 
movement was still in its infancy. "At the 
time when I got involved there were very 
few students in the movement. For me it 
wasn't a choice." After a couple stints in 
jail, the government forced Castillo-
Sandoval to leave Chile in 1979, and with 
the help of an American professor at the 
Universidad Catolica, he enrolled at 
Kenyon. 

He only has been able to return 
comfortably to Chile since 1988, after 

Pinochet was democratically ousted in a 
plebiscite he never expected to lose. 
"Whenever I went back I was harassed at 
the airport, in the street. Only after '88 
have I been able to return and be left in 
peace." However, Chile has remained in 
the forefront for Castillo-Sandoval, as his 
research and activities illustrate. After 
graduating from Kenyon in 1982, he was 
awarded a Watson Fellowship and spent 
the following year traveling throughout 
Europe and Latin America studying 
Chilean exile groups. He returned to the 
U.S. after his fellowship and enrolled in a 
Latin American Studies program at 
Vanderbilt. A class on Colonial Latin 
American Literature taught by the 
renowned scholar Enrique Pupo-Walker, 
convinced him that literature was his true 
calling. "I came back to literature after this 
long engagement with the social sciences, 
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which I still love, but my true vocation has 
always been literature," he states. Castillo-
Sandoval went on to complete his Ph.D. 
at Harvard University, and also taught, 
first as a teaching fellow and later as an 
instructor. One of the highlights of his 
time at Harvard was studying with and 
working as a teaching fellow under the 
Mexican writer Carlos Fuentes. In the 
summer of 1991, he joined the faculty at 
Haverford. 

Castillo-Sandoval is working hard at 
his self-proclaimed vocation. His latest 
work is, in his own words, "a critical 
examination of the notion of national 
identity in Chile and Latin America, in 
relation to how the native populations 
have been used as a prop for defining 
national character." His primary sources in 
this venture are 'captive narratives,' which 
he described as the personal histories of 
Spaniards who were captured by Indians 
and adopted their culture. When these 
captives returned to Spanish-held territory, 
they found they couldn't express any 
indigenous traits within the dominant 
Spanish culture, which was reluctant to 
accept native traditions. The narratives 
illustrate how these people dealt with this 
dilemma and provide a true picture of the 
blending of Spanish and indigenous 
culture. 

Castillo-Sandoval has discovered that 
"there is an ongoing process of revamping 
the same old foundational myths in Chile, 
as in the rest of Latin America, with the 
consequence that we are always looking at 
a reflection that is very distorted and 
hinders any chance for true cultural 
diversity to flourish. The real indigenous 
people are left aside because they are not 
Chilean, or Mexican, or Argentinean 
enough." At the same time, the indigenous 
past is crucial to the official national 
ideologies. "In Chile, the final conquest of 
the native people was done after 
independence in the late 19th century by 
the Chilean army," Castillo-Sandoval 
states, allowing the historian in him to 
emerge, "so the army has always carried 
the badge of honor of having conquered 
the national territory. At the same time, 
they name their regiments, garrisons, ships 
and planes with Indian names." This was 
crucial to the Pinochet military regime,  

which used false national identity to 
legitimize itself, Castillo-Sandoval sums up 
this method of legitimization, asserting, 
"you extract from the representation of 
indigenous people what is convenient for 
you ideologically; you don the disguise of 
the Indians as true patriots, and leave aside 
the real indigenous people." 

In addition to his research, Castillo-
Sandoval has found the time to try his 
hand at fiction writing; he has recently 
submitted the manuscript for his first novel 
to publishers. Muriendo por la duke patria 
mia (Dying For My Precious Homelanc) is 
based on the real story of a boxer from 
Chile, Arturo Godoy who went to the U.S. 
twice in 1940 to fight the legendary Joe 
Louis. His first match went the full fifteen 
rounds, only because the Chilean spent 
most of the time avoiding any contact with 
Louis. However the second match revealed 
his pugilistic shortcomings, as Louis 
defeated Godoy in a bloody, one-sided 
encounter. He was hailed as a hero in 
Chile, despite the defeat, and the Chileans 
were led to believe that he would have been 
world champion had it not been for 
circumstances beyond his control. Castillo-
Sandoval remarks that this is a trend, 
saying, "In Chile we have a tendency to 
turn defeat and failure into glorious 
achievement." Castillo-Sandoval began the 
work as a biography of Godoy, but 
eventually turned it into a novel in which 
the narrator gets caught up in researching 
the life of Godoy and what it means to the 
writer as a Chilean 50 years later. 

In the classroom Castillo-Sandoval has 
distinguished himself as a popular Spanish 
and Latin American Studies professor. For 
him teaching a language is a work in 
progress, "I realize the more I do it, the 
more it is a craft and an art. You always 
have to find the balance between going too 
hard on people and discouraging them, or 
being too easy and completely under 
challenging students." In addition to 
Spanish, Castillo-Sandoval is the head of 
the Latin American Studies program, 
which explores the culture, literature, and 
history of the region. This semester he is 
teaching a course titled 'Just Wars and 
Utopias' which reflects much of his current 
research. He also has taught a class that 
explored Latin American popular culture. 

The syllabus focused on different genre, 
including music, comics, soap operas, and 
folk traditions to name a few. 

Castillo-Sandoval is also joining the 
new technological wave that is 
revolutionizing higher education: the 
Internet This past summer he was one of 
Haverford's representatives at technology 
workshops held at Middlebury College, 
where he learned how to incorporate 
computer technology and other forms of 
multimedia into his courses. He designed 
and maintains the Spanish Department's 
home page, and the students in his Latin 
American pop culture class developed web 
pages based on the class. 

A glance at Castillo-Sandoval's office 
gives away his interest in pop culture. On 
the floor lies an open guitar case, a strange 
item amongst the books and papers of an 
academic. Castillo-Sandoval plays guitar, 
tiple, percussion, and provides a tenor 
voice to Paramo, a band that specializes in 
music of the Andean region and the Latin 
American tradition called Nueva CanciOn. 
A movement that began in the 1960s, 
Nueva Cancion draws on folk traditions 
throughout Latin America, combining 
native and European instruments. The 
band began playing together when.  
Castillo-Sandoval was a graduate student 
at Harvard, and has migrated south to 
Philadelphia as several members moved to 
the region. Para= plays several times each 
semester mostly at universities and colleges 
and has performed most recently at 
Villanova University. Castillo-Sandoval 
even incorporates his music into his 
classes, occasionally bringing his guitar 
along with him to give his students a taste 
of Latin American music. 

Although he is still working dilligently 
on his current book, Castillo-Sandoval 
already has a topic for his next treatise. He 
plans to study Latin Americans of African 
descent, pointing out that people still fail 
to recognize that Latin American 
countries, such as Mexico and Argentina, 
were home to large slave populations that 
seemed to "vanish" from their national 
consciousness after the colonial peroid. In 
the meantime, the industrious professor 
keeps himself busy, either surrounded by a 
stack of books at his computer, in front of 
the class, or on stage. 
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Reflections from 

D eath Row 
t was my third day as an attorney with 

Chicago legal giant Winston & Strawn 
when I received a plain white envelope 
inviting me to an "informal" lunch of 
litigation attorneys. When I ascended the 
final steps to the 47th and top floor of the 
building, I saw the white marble of the 
room in stark contrast to the mahogany 
walls and gray, overcast sky glimpsed 
through the two-tiered windows. A cold 
and penetrating chill ran down my spine. 

The buffet line already stretched 
beyond the conference room entrance. I 
took my place, content on remaining out 
of sight and thus out of mind to my new 
colleagues. With little in the way to pass 
the time, I began listening to the 
conversation of the two attorneys in front 
of me. At first it seemed that they were 
discussing a criminal case. As I listened 
more closely, however, it became evident 
that they were not simply discussing a 
criminal case; they were deeply involved in 
the intricacies of a death penalty case. 

By Bruce Braun, '85 

They debated the meaning and impact 
of a new U.S. Supreme Court decision 
involving the prosecution's use of victim 
impact evidence at capital sentencing 
hearings. Before I knew it, I found myself 
leaping into the discussion, seeking to 
explain the real import of the decision. 
Having just finished a one-year stint as a 
law clerk to Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist, I found myself on familiar 
terrain. Not more than three months 
earlier, the Chief Justice had assigned me 
to the very case they were discussing, and I 
assisted him in preparing the decision. 

That was how I joined the defense 
team representing Illinois death row 
inmate James P. Free, Jr. During the next 
five years and until his recent execution by 
the State of Illinois, I developed a close 
relationship with this convicted and 
condemned murderer and rapist. The 
experience is forever ingrained on my soul, 
as together we experienced the relief of the 
overturning of his death sentence by the 
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federal courts, only to face the despair of 
impending death when the decision 
granting him habeas corpus relief did not 
stand up on appeal. 

Free was convicted and sentenced to 
death for the 1978 attempted rape of two 
women and the murder of one of them. 
Twenty-three years old at the time of the 
crime, Free was a middle-class, high school 
educated, white male from the far outskirts 
of Chicago. Following high school and 
several stints working on a construction 
crew, he joined the Army and was 
stationed in Washington State. In April of 
1978, he was given a two-week leave to 
visit his family before he was to be shipped 
for a tour of the DMZ in South Korea. It 
was an assignment that Free looked 
forward to. But he would never embark to 
Korea. 

Rape and Murder 
While home in Dubuque, Iowa, during his 
leave, Free traveled with his mother to 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois, the town where Free 
was born and raised. Late at night, Free 
returned to a building that he was familiar 
with from his days as a construction 
laborer. Wearing a crudely prepared mask, 
he entered the building and descended to 
the basement, where he found two women 
working in an all-night key punch shop. 
Dressed with the cloth mask over his face 
and armed with a hunting knife and a .357 
magnum, Free ordered the women to lie 
on their stomachs and informed them that 
he intended to rape them. When the 
younger of the two women began to cry, 
the older begged Free to "take her" first, 
rather than the younger woman, who was a 
college student at the time. Free complied 
and bound the younger woman with the 
twine he had brought with him. 

Free then directed the older woman to 
the adjoining room where she disrobed. 
Hearing noise from the other room, Free 
left the naked woman to check on the 
younger victim, whom he found had 
begun to untie herself. As he re-tied the 

During the next five years and until 

his recent execution by the State of 

Illinois, I developed a close 

relationship with this convicted and 

condemned murderer and rapist. The 

experience is forever ingrained on my 

soul, as together we experienced the 

relief of the overturning of his death 

sentence by the federal courts, only 

to face the despair of impending 

death when the decision granting him 

habeas corpus relief did not 

stand up on appeal. 

woman, he heard the older woman attempt 
to escape. 

Free ran down the fleeing woman and 
shot her one time in the back, killing her 
instantly. Free then returned to the younger 
woman and shot her once in the chest from 
point blank range. She survived. 

Free was arrested the next day at his 
parents' home in Iowa. As the first capital 
murder trial in DuPage County, Illinois, 
since the State had reenacted the death 
penalty following the Supreme Court's 
1973 decision in Furman v. Georgia, 408 
U.S. 238 (1972), Free's trial was subject to 
what at the time was unprecedented media 
scrutiny. His defense—that he had no 
recollection of the events of that night 
because he had ingested both alcohol and 
PCP—was rejected by the jury, which found 
him guilty and voted unanimously to 
sentence Free to death by lethal injection. 

Free's conviction and sentence were 
upheld on direct appeal. Over the next five 
years he unsuccessfully sought state post-
conviction relief in the Illinois courts. 
Having exhausted his state court options, 
Free turned his sights to federal habeas 
corpus. 

By 1989, the United States Supreme 
Court had already embarked on its 
campaign of streamlining the process of 
federal habeas corpus review, both by  

limiting the number of petitions a 
defendant was entitled to file (one), and 
narrowing the types of claims that a 
defendant could advance in federal court 
(claims not based on new rules of 
constitutional law). 

Thus facing his one and last bite at the 
apple, Free attempted to secure first-rate 
legal representation. He did so by writing a 
letter to Kimball Anderson, a partner at 
Winston & Strawn, who recently had 
gained substantial acclaim for successfully 
convincing the United States Supreme 
Court to grant federal habeas corpus relief 
to a Michigan inmate. Anderson agreed to 
represent Free and began reviewing Free's 
file for traces of constitutional red flags. 

It was a conversation between Anderson 
and an associate that I had rudely 
interrupted in the buffet line. The 
Supreme Court decision that we argued 
about spelled the death knell for one of 
Free's promising federal constitutional 
claims. The federal district court 
addressing Free's petition, however, had 
just granted him an evidentiary hearing on 
the validity, reliability, and impact of an 
empirical study of jury comprehension of 
Illinois' capital sentencing jury 
instructions. 

Free claimed that this novel empirical 
evidence demonstrated that his capital 
sentencing jury received constitutionally 
inadequate guidance on its consideration of 
aggravating and mitigating evidence when 
it sentenced him to death. Anderson asked 
me to join the defense team, and with the 
promise of gaining trial experience and my 
imagination piqued over the possibility of 
representing a death row inmate, I agreed. 

Meeting My Client 
It was barely a few weeks before I had my 
first conversations with Free. As would be 
expected, condemned prisoners are not 
given free rein of a prison's telephone 
facilities. Because I needed to speak with 
him to discuss several issues surrounding 
the evidentiary hearing, I called the high- 
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SAFELY HOME 

I am home in Heaven, dear ones; 
Oh, so happy and so bright! 
There is perfect  joy and beauty 
In this everlasting light. 

All the pain and grief is over, 
Eve?), restless tossing passed; 
I am now at peace forever, 
Safely home in Heaven at last. 

Did you wonder I so calmly 
Trod the valley of the shade? 
Oh! but Jesus' love illumined 
Every dark andfratful glade. 

And He came Himself to meet me 
In that way so hard to tread; 
And with Jesus' arm to lean on, 
Could I have one doubt or dread? 

Then you must not grieve so sorely, 
For I love you dearly still: 
Try to look beyond earth's shadows, 
Pray to trust our Father's Will. 

There is work still waiting for you, 
So you must not idly stand; 
Do it now, while life remaineth-
You shall rest in Jesus' land. 

When that work is all completed, 
He will gently call you Home; 
Oh, the rapture of that meeting, 
Oh, the joy to see you come! 

Free, who found religion while in prison, 
wrote this poem during his incarceration. 
The poem and picture were printed by Free's 
family for his memorial service. 

security prison in Pontiac, Illinois, and, as 
instructed, asked for the Condemned 
Unit. The gruff and businesslike voice of a 
female corrections officer came on the 
line. After I identified myself as Free's 
lawyer, she methodically asked for the 
name and corrections number of the 
condemned prisoner to whom I wished to 
speak. 

A few hours later I picked up the 
receiver of my office phone to hear an 
operator ask whether I would accept the 
charges for a collect call from the Pontiac 
Correctional Institution. My skin 
immediately grew clammy as I agreed to 
take the call. My curiosity was greeted by a 
soft, high-pitched voice. I recognized the 
near-southern twang to it. 

I felt paralyzed as the voice greeted me 
with the words, "Hi, this is Jim. It is a 
pleasure talking to you, and I appreciate 
you helping me out on my case." Trying 
to sound as formal and businesslike as 
possible, I informed him that, as a brand 
new litigation associate with an extensive 
knowledge of constitutional law, I eagerly 
awaited the opportunity to aid in his quest 
for relief from the death sentence. A little 
confused by my formality, he responded 
by saying, "Well, whatever, I appreciate 
any help you can give to Kimball." 

These phone calls continued 
uninterrupted for the next four years. 
Usually occurring at least once a week, the 
calls followed the same format: I would 
call and leave a message for Free to call 
me, he would return my call collect, and 
we would discuss the recent developments 
in his case. The most vivid aspect of the 
calls was not their substance or number, 
but instead, the bone-chilling background 
noise that often drowned out Free's voice 
entirely. The noise, a macabre 
combination of screaming street voices 
and slamming metal bars, never failed to 
remind me that I was not dealing with the 
law firm's usual clientele. 

Over time, our conversations grew 
longer and more personal. I learned that 

Free had found religion (of the Southern 
Baptist variety) and he felt true and deep 
remorse for his victims. He rarely spoke of 
his crimes unless it was relevant to a 
particular aspect of his case. Nonetheless, 
he appeared to have accepted his fate of 
spending the rest of his natural life behind 
bars. He had not, however, accepted the 
part of his sentence that dictated that his 
natural life would end at the hands of the 
State. 

I learned that Free spent his time in 
prison painting and creating works of art. 
He also had become a jailhouse lawyer, 
devoting himself to the defense of his case. 
Often he would call with the name of a 
new Illinois or United States Supreme 
Court decision and would want to know 
whether the decision gave him any room 
to maneuver. 

The federal court evidentiary hearing 
pitted us against a team of assistant states 
attorneys trained for work in the trenches 
of state criminal trial courts, but not 
prepared for the issues posed by our 
empirical evidence. We presented the 
world's leading experts on the issues of 
jury comprehension, jury decision 
making, statistics, and linguistics, who 
testified convincingly and unanimously 
that our study was valid and reliable and 
demonstrated that the capital jury 
instructions in Free's defense were 
incomprehensible. 

From the outset, it was apparent that 
our opponents were in over their heads. 
Their cross-examinations of our witnesses 
consisted of little more than loud 
denunciations of the witnesses' personal 
views of the death penalty. The 
prosecutors lacked the expert assistance to 
help them grasp the difficult and complex 
technical issues implicated by the 
empirical evidence. 

The State's case was no more 
impressive than its ability to deconstruct 
ours. It consisted entirely of a journalism 
professor who had an expertise in 
presidential polling techniques. Although 
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he knew a great deal about Truman's 
triumph over Dewey, the expert was forced 
to concede that he knew next to nothing 
about juries or jury instructions. 
Ultimately Anderson forced the State to 
concede in its written filings that the expert 
was not an expert on any issues relating to 
juries. 

Granting the Habeas Writ 
Based primarily on the qualifications of our 
experts, the Magistrate Judge issued a 
lengthy opinion in which he found the 
empirical evidence to be valid and reliable. 
He concluded that Free's capital 
sentencing instructions were 
incomprehensible and thus 
unconstitutional, and he recommended 
that the district court grant Free the "great 
writ" of habeas corpus. Months later Judge 
Marvin Aspen, a well-respected federal 
district court judge, adopted the Magistrate 
Judge's recommendation and granted the 
writ. 

Anderson and I agreed that I would 
handle the Seventh Circuit argument, and 
he would argue the case before the 
Supreme Court if the case went that far. 
Prior to argument, the panel of judges 
hearing the habeas appeal of serial killer 
John Wayne Gacy asked for additional 
briefing by the parties in that case on 
whether that panel should "overrule" the 
district court decision in our case. When 
Gary's lawyer suggested that it would be 
better practice for the court to resolve those 
issues in Free's appeal and permit Gacy to 
present claims based on Free's district court 
decision in a subsequent habeas petition, 
Judge Easterbrook declared: "There will be 
no further habeas petitions for this 
defendant. This will be this defendant's 
final habeas petition." 

The fear that the Gacy panel would 
engage in such obvious judicial activism  

and decide the issues presented in our 
appeal led us to file a brief urging the Gacy 
panel not to address the merits of either 
our empirical study or Judge Aspen's 
decision in our case. Nonetheless, 
although the panel found the instructions 
so incomprehensible as to be "polysyllabic 
mystification," the Gacy panel threw 
judicial restraint to the wind and found 
our study to be flawed and Judge Aspen's 
decision erroneous. 

Thus, we entered oral argument in a 
unique and precarious position. We not 
only had to defend the merits of Judge 
Aspen's decision, we also had to convince 
our panel that it was not constrained by 
the Gacy panel's holdings. At oral 
argument, Chief Judge Posner began with 
the observation that he had read the 
instructions and that, to him, the 
instructions were perfectly clear. I 
attempted to explain the meaning and 
importance of the empirical data to the 
contrary. I also tried to explain to him 
that Free perhaps would have been lucky 
to have had a sentencing jury composed of 
Seventh Circuit judges and University of 
Chicago law faculty members, but that 
instead he had a jury of DuPage county 
commoners. Chief Judge Posner was not 
moved by this line of argument and the 
court agreed with the Gacy panel and 
overturned the district court's decision. 

Following the Seventh Circuit's 
decision, I began to prepare for the 
inevitable denial of our petition to the 
U.S. Supreme Court by preparing Free's 
petition for executive clemency to the 
Governor of Illinois. As part of that 
process, I decided to meet the client face-
to-face to discuss the nature and content of 
what would be his final plea for life. It was 
the middle of July, and I enlisted the aid of 
one of the firm's many summer associates 
to make the trip down state with me. We  

headed down Highway 55 early on a 
Wednesday afternoon. It was a moment 
that I had long awaited with uneasy 
anticipation and much hesitation. Up to 
that point, I had been able to avoid a 
personal stake in the case. Although Free 
and I were friendly on the phone, the fact 
that we had never seen each other created 
a barrier. 

We froze when Free explained his life 
plans: Another inmate had recently had 
his sentence reduced from life without 
parole to forty years of incarceration, and 
then to time served. Free expected us 
eventually to have his sentence commuted 
not just to life, but to time served. We 
left shaken, questioning whether we 
wanted to be involved in liberating Free. 
Although we were his lawyers, and thus 
compelled to represent him to the fullest 
extent of the law, neither of us wanted to 
see him out on the streets any time soon. 

After the Illinois Supreme Court set an 
execution date of March 22, 1995, I 
began to receive a stream of phone calls 
from individuals interested in helping Free 
in any way possible, ranging from 
Amnesty International's London Office to 
North Carolina Clergy. 

Learning the Jailhouse Crowd 
As we prepared our case for clemency, we 
discovered that Free had a girlfriend he 
had met while on death row. Apparently, 
it is a common phenomenon for death 
row inmates to attract female pen pals, 
who ultimately visit them and fall in love 
with them. We later learned that one of 
Free's sisters had met her ex-husband 
while corresponding to him as he served 
time in prison. Free, a striking figure 
albeit a little overweight, had a series of 
such girlfriends. His latest girlfriend, a 
woman named Cindy, explained to us 
that she had met Free through, of all 
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persons, John Wayne Gacy, and had fallen 
for Free the first time she had met him in 
person. Free's pending execution wore 
heavily on her, and she demonstrated only 
a marginal attachment to reality when she 
explained to us that, despite his death 
sentence, she had always expected that they 
would live out their lives together on a 
country farm somewhere in rural Iowa. 

To help her deal with the trauma, Free 
proposed to her two weeks before his 
execution. She immediately accepted. 
Although they later called off the wedding, 
Free referred to her as his "common law 
wife," and she continued to visit him up to 
his execution. 

As one member of the defense team 
later commented, the clemency hearing 
bore a close resemblance to the television 
show, Family Feud. After we paraded 
Free's mother, three sisters, two nephews, 
and a brother-in-law before the ten-person 
Prisoner Review Board, the State presented 
the testimony of the victim who survived 
Free's attack, as well as the deceased 
victim's husband and only sister. 

Free's family talked about what a good, 
peace-loving child he had been, how out of 
character the attack was, and how much he 
meant to them. They also presented oil 
paintings and other works of art Free had 
created during his stay on death row. In 
essence, they pleaded for his life, arguing 
that his life had value and that executing 
him would have a grave impact on the 
family. 

Not surprisingly, the State's witnesses 
told an entirely different story. The 
surviving victim described in detail the 
crime and the horror she endured as Free 
murdered her co-worker and then turned 
his gun on her. She asked the Prisoner 
Review Board to provide her with the 
closure she so desperately needed to put 
the events of that night behind her forever. 

The deceased victim's husband discussed 
his hatred for Free and described the life 
he had been forced to live raising two 
young daughters without a mother. 
He too begged the Board to put an end to 
Free's life. 

For everyone there, the most poignant 
and gripping moment of the hearing was 
the playing of Free's taped statement to the 
Board. Since he had no right to attend the 
hearing, we made arrangements with 
prison officials the week before to tape a 
statement, and to further bring him to life 
before the Board, we also enlarged a 
photograph of Free standing in his cell 
next to one of his oil paintings. Following 
our opening statement, we played the tape 
while the photograph stood on an easel in 
the Board's full view. 

Free's high-pitched staccato voice made 
time stand still. The Board members 
stared blankly into space as he began 
begging for his life. One member fought 
off her tears. The surviving victim buried 
her head in her lap and did not look up 
until after Free's voice had dissipated. 

Free began by accepting responsibility 
for his actions and expressing his remorse 
for his acts and the pain and suffering he 
caused the victims and their families. He 
told the Board that he would do anything 
to take back his actions, but he knew that 
was an impossibility. He then discussed 
the pain and anguish that he caused his 
own family and the dramatic effects his 
death would have on them. He described 
his life in prison where, in his words, "your 
every action and movement is controlled, 
watched, supervised, what to eat, where to 
go, what to wear. Prison is a very violent 
place. There are many things in prison 
that you do not hear about in the TV 
news, going on a daily basis...it is a 
constant reminder that you are being 
punished. Your incarceration and the  

reason you are here. You are here to be 
punished. And that is never forgotten." 

After discussing his religious 
reawakening, he pleaded for his life: 

I want people to know that my life 

has worth. Just because I am caged 

here does not mean I am like an 

animal. I know I could never change 

what I did. You will never know how 

sorry I am for the pain I caused [the 

victims and their families]. ...But by 

taking my life, I don't think they 

would find that peace, the peace 

that they are seeking to find will 

come from within them, not by 

eliminating me and taking me away 

from those who care about me. 

The Board, the attorneys, and the families 
were drained when the hearing ended five 
hours after it began. 

We learned of the Governor's clemency 
decision not through a letter or phone 
call from the Governor or his office, but 
instead when he called a press conference 
two days later to announce he had rejected 
Free's plea for executive clemency. Free 
and his family learned of the Governor's 
decision from the six o'clock news that 
night. A week later, we finally received a 
letter informing us of the decision. 

Six days remained following the 
Governor's announcement. We mobilized 
our forces toward preparing our final 
round of federal court filings, desperately 
combing the record for a viable claim. We 
soon discovered that the United Sates 
Supreme Court recently had granted an 
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eleventh-hour stay of execution to a Texas 
death row inmate who claimed that 
executing him after a 15-year wait would 
constitute cruel and unusual punishment. 
We quickly filed for a stay of execution on 
the same grounds, but the district court 
denied our claims, and on the evening of 
the execution, the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit affirmed. 

Five hours before the execution, we 
completed our filings. We filed by 
facsimile a petition for a stay in the United 
States Supreme Court. At 8:30 p.m., 
three-and-one-half hours before Free's 
scheduled execution, we received word that 
the Supreme Court had denied our motion 
for a stay of execution. 

Although Justice John Paul Stevens, as 
our Circuit Justice, could have granted a 
stay of execution on his own, he referred 
the matter to the entire Court, which had 
voted to deny our request for a stay. 
Ironically, Justice Stevens dissented from 
the decision, noting that he would have 
granted a stay. 

When Free called at 9 p.m., we 
informed him of the Supreme Court's 
decision. We told him that, in our 
opinion, we were out of judicial options, 
and that his fate was now in higher hands. 
He understood and agreed. When we 
began to get choked up by the emotions, 
he told us to "stay strong," that he knew 
that this day was inevitable, and that he 
was ready to accept his fate. 

Our final conversation occurred at 
11:40 p.m., less than an hour before he 
was injected with a mixture of three 
chemicals and put to death. At the end, he 
was an inspiration. While the defense 
team was trying to sort through an array of 
emotions, he never lost his dignity or 
strength. He told us that he had accepted 
his fate and wanted to get it over with, and 
thanked us for our hard work and 
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dedication. I told him that I was proud to 
have been his attorney and that we had 
fought a good fight but had come up short. 
I promised to pray for his soul and wished 
him godspeed. We then connected Free 
with his fiancee's hotel room and let Free 
talk to his family one last time. As we 
stepped out of the room, we could hear the 
sounds of tears. When his family hung up, 
we said our final good-byes, but not before 
Free agreed to waive any attorney-client 
privilege and permit us to write freely 
about the case so as to help others who 
undoubtedly would be forced to follow in 
his unfortunate footsteps. 

At 12:30 a.m. on March 22, 1995, the 
State of Illinois finally executed James Free 
by lethal injection for the crimes he had 
committed in 1978. Free joined John 
Wayne Gacy as the only persons executed 
involuntarily by the State of Illinois since 
the 1960's. One hour later, the State of 
Illinois added Hernando Williams to that 
list. Illinois thus joined Texas and 
Arkansas as the only states that have 
executed more than one person on a single 
night. 

The day following the execution was 
much more difficult than I had expected. 
Although I tried never to lose sight of the 
fact that Free was a convicted murderer 
and rapist, I knew him as a mild-
mannered, even-tempered, kind, and 
extremely appreciative client. In many 
ways, a phone conference with him was 
more pleasant than conferences with any 
number of the firm's paying clients. 
Moreover, he never questioned his bill (we 
took the case pro bono). He always had an 
upbeat and positive outlook and 
maintained an unfailing confidence in the 
talents and devotion of his attorneys. The 
confidence he displayed made me enjoy 
being his lawyer. 

Today, I wonder whether Free's  

execution has brought the surviving victim 
and the deceased victim's family the 
closure they pleaded for at Free's clemency 
hearing. Although it must have fulfilled 
their desire for vengeance, I doubt that it 
made their loss any more palatable. (A 
week later, I received a hateful, unsigned 
letter that I suspect came from the 
deceased victim's husband. The letter 
derided me for representing Free and 
portraying him to the clemency board as a 
human being rather than the animal the 
writer believed him to be.) 

What is clear is that the execution 
created a whole new set of victims. Free's 
family and fiancee face a life without their 
son, brother, uncle, and betrothed. As his 
lawyer, the same feelings of helplessness 
and loss that I had experienced a few weeks 
earlier with the passing of my father 
returned, although with less intensity. 

During my clerkship with the Chief 
Justice, each week I received a list of 
executions scheduled to be carried out 
around the country. The law clerks labeled 
this the "death list." During that year, 
dozens of individuals were executed by 
various states. When an execution was 
carried out, the list would be updated to 
include a line through the particular 
inmate's name. Where a court had stayed 
the execution, that line would be dotted. 
As a law clerk, the names on the list took 
on no individual significance. I knew 
nothing of the particular individual 
involved, whether he had attempted to 
rehabilitate himself in prison as Free had, 
or whether he felt remorse for his victims. 
Although I paid close attention to these 
cases, normally my only responsibility was 
to keep the Chief Justice apprised of the 
executions scheduled for a particular week 
and to ensure that he was prepared to vote 
in the likely event that the defendant 
sought an eleventh-hour stay of execution. 

No longer can I enjoy the luxury of 
insulating myself from the emotional and 
legal issues presented in death penalty 
litigation. I now understand fully that 
each case involves not only a convicted 
murderer, but also an individual who may 
have substantial worth in general and to 
the society of prison in particular. I know 
now that executions do not occur in a 
vacuum; that executions, like murders, 
create victims and create new wounds, 
while rarely healing old ones. More than 
160 individuals remain on Illinois' death 
row. Already, the Illinois Supreme Court 
has scheduled the next set of executions. 

I return to my work for the firm's more 
traditional clients convinced of two things: 
truth is often stranger than fiction, and 
there will be much needless pain and 
suffering in Illinois before the state even 
makes a dent in the number of individuals 
it has condemned to die. I am left 
struggling with whether these executions 
will make our society a better place in 
which to live. 
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The Notion of Community: 



By Steve Manning '96 and Cara Hersh '97 
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Oliver Gottfried '99 and Ada Hogan '99 take 
part in the Reading of the names, part of the 
Hillel sponsored Holocaust Awareness Week. 

Haverford College was founded in 1833 with the expressed purpose 

of providing higher education for the sons of the Society of Friends. 

More specifically, the Haverford School Association, the founding body 

of the College, was concerned that its boys receive 'a guarded education.' 

The Plan of the Association described this as "a liberal education in 

ancient and modern literature and the mathematical and natural sciences 

under the care of competent instructors of our own Society so as not to 

endanger their religious principles or alienate them from their earlier 

attachments." 

The Founders would be quite surprised with Haverford College if they 

were to see it today. Quakers represent a minority of the student body 

and faculty, Quaker Meeting is no longer required, and the 'guarded 

education' that was the cornerstone of the Haverford curriculum was 

discarded long ago. The weekly calendar of student events now spans the 

religious spectrum, with Meeting co-existing with Catholic Mass, 

Christian Fellowship meetings, Muslim gatherings, and Friday night 

services organized by the Jewish Student Union and co-sponsored by 

Haverford's chapter of Hillel. 
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Muslim Students Association member Asim Rehman 97. 
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The defenses of a guarded education 
began to soften soon after the College's 
inception. Low enrollments due to the 
specific admissions criteria meant the 
fledgling institution could not pay the 
bills, so in 1846, the first non-Friends 
were admitted. Despite the influx of new 
students, Haverford maintained its 
Quaker traditions and practices. Religious 
courses were required through the turn of 
the century, and attendance at Fifth Day 
Meeting was compulsory for all students. 
However, the admission of non-Friends 
did little to diversify the religious nature 
of the campus; Haverford remained a 
homogeneous institution. Steve Cary '37 
recalls that when he matriculated, "There 
were a few Catholics and a few Jews, but 
not many. Everybody went to Quaker 
Meeting on Thursdays and as far as I 
knew there weren't any other religious 
groups on campus." 

This began to change in the 1960s, a 
shift Cary attributes to both a 
diversification of the student body and the 
end of required Meeting. "The students 
translated required Meeting into 
compulsory religion. For a century 
Quaker Meeting was part of Haverford, 
you were required to take courses in 
English and Mathematics, and you went 
to Meeting. But in the sixties the whole 
mood changed and there was growing 
resentment about going to Meeting. The 
attendance rules were somewhat 
liberalized, but in the end the resentment 
was so great that the College abandoned 
compulsory attendance." Cary surmises 
that this might be what prompted 
religious groups other than Quakers to 
organize on campus. Jewish students 
started a Hillel chapter and a Catholic 
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Mass was held at Haverford in 
cooperation with Bryn Mawr and 
Swarthmore. 

Student religious groups have since 
sprouted and grown on campus; currently 
there are five established organizations 
that sponsor events and activities, conduct 
services, and provide fellowship. There is 
also a wide variety of other religions 
represented in the student body, ranging 
from Hindus to Christian Scientists. 
Many students go off campus to worship, 
taking advantage of religious institutions 
in the local communities. Bryn Mawr 
College is also a valuable resource, as some 
of their religious groups supplement those 
that don't exist at Haverford, such as the 
Baha'i Club. 

Haverford's student religious groups 
also serve a secular purpose. As on many 
campuses, these organizations play a large 
role in the social lives of some students. 
The Jewish Student Union has started a 
weekly film series in their newly renovated 
lounge and planned an ice skating trip in 
Philadelphia. QuAAC (Quaker Action 
and Activities Committee) members pack 
their bags each Spring Break and travel to 
a different site each year, searching out 
community service activities. Asim 
Rehman '97 explains why he joined the 
Muslim Student Association, "I sought it 
out to find a sense of place. This is a 
campus where you feel an attachment to 
the whole student body, but at the same 
time, you seek out sub-communities. 
There is a bond that I have with the 
Muslim students that I don't have with 
any other students on campus, and that is 
important." 

Yet seeking out a sub-community at a 
school like Haverford is often difficult 

"For me, coming to 

college was 

a transformation 

from the ritual to 

the spiritual," 

remarks Rehman, 

because of the College's small size. At 
larger schools, there are enough students 
with similar interests that groups can 
function as the primary social circles for 
students. For the majority of Haverford 
students, organized religious groups do not 
operate as their primary social group. With 
a student body that averages 1150 
students, it is hard to subdivide into 
distinct groups at Haverford. In addition, 
there is no guarantee that students with a 
particular religious background will seek 
out the corresponding religious 
organization. The majority of students are 
not involved, which translates into low 
turn-out rates for activities and services 
and frustration for many group members. 

Religious apathy might be one reason 
that religious organizations have a difficult 
time attracting new members and 
maintaining higher attendance rates. 
Rehman observes that religious dialogue 
among students is not pervasive in the 
dining center or library. "Religious 
conversations about the most salient issues 
these days are very interesting," he notes,  

"and we don't have much on this campus." 
Students also might not have the time to 
participate in religious activities due to the 
busy schedule of every collegian, or might 
not be interested in organized religion. Ari 
Wassner '00 started an informal Jewish 
Sabbath service when he observed that 
many Jewish students shied away from 
Hillel because they felt intimidated by the 
perceived bureaucratic structure and time-
commitment. "I think that many Jewish 
students are turned off by Hillel, because 
they connect it with layers of 
bureaucracy," he says. 

College is also a time when students are 
navigating on their own, usually for the 
first time, and are put in a position to 
make decisions they often never could 
before. Religious observance might have 
been a tradition students experienced as a 
family ritual more than a spiritual choice. 
In college students begin to ask what 
religion means to them and where it fits 
into their lives now that they are outside of 
the family realm. "For me, coming to 
college was a transformation from the 
ritual to the spiritual," remarks Rehman, "I 
started asking why do I take these rules for 
granted, why do these rituals exist. I would 
hate to say Islam was something I was just 
born into." 

Haverford tries hard to be supportive of 
the religious groups and their activities. 
Space is provided on campus for the 
various religious advisors, lounges, 
libraries, and services. Most of the groups 
budget through Student Council, receiving 
money to bring in speakers or organize 
events. Hillel Associate Director Cheryl 
Cook has worked closely with the Deans 
Office and points to the space Haverford 
provided in Jones for a Jewish lounge as 
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Katie Schultz '99 (L) and Erica Bailey '97 clean up a Quaker cemetery in Philadelphia. 

examples of College support. "Haverford 
has a real understanding of what our 
mission is on campus," she says. The 
Quaker tradition at Haverford provides a 
welcoming environment for different 
religions and groups. "I think the main 
way the College supports religious 
activities is the general feeling of 
acceptance," says Ari Wassner. "It is a very 
comfortable atmosphere; I find it very easy 
to be Jewish at Haverford." 

Many students drift away from 
organized religion during college, but for 
some, these years are a religious affirmation 
and a period of personal and spiritual 
growth. Haverford's several religious 
groups provide space; a place for worship, 
a forum for fellowship, and a chance to 
meet people with similar interests.  

"Nourishing the Spiritual Element": The 
Catholic Campus Ministry 

Reflecting on religion at Haverford, Dan 
Bernard '98, constructs the following 
metaphor: "It's like an acquaintance that 
you meet freshman year with whom you 
have some common link. He's a nice guy 
but because your paths don't naturally 
intersect you don't really go out and foster 
that relationship. So this person's name is 
always in the back of your mind and you 
say 'hi' to him when you pass but you 
don't allow yourself to benefit from the 
relationship because you're a Haverford 
student and have a lot to do." 

Bernard and other active members of 
Catholic Campus Ministry (CCM) are  

trying to nurture this relationship in order 
to forge a stronger bond between students 
and religion on campus. The group 
convenes for both religious and social 
gatherings at least once a week and is 
comprised of Haverford, Bryn Mawr and 
Swarthmore students. 

Before 1994, the CCM was simply a 
group that went to Mass together. That 
year, however, a Bryn Mawr student 
suggested that Catholic students meet 
together to participate in "The Liturgy of 
the Hours," prayers that are traditionally 
repeated five times a day by Catholics. 
The group decided to meet once a week in 
addition to Mass in order to say these 
prayers. Later that spring the involved 
students organized a retreat that fostered a 
social aspect within the CCM. 

Today, the Catholic Campus Ministry 
still maintains this sense of togetherness. 
There is a weekly Sunday Mass, attended 
by approximately 30-40 people, and held 
in either the Bryn Mawr or Haverford 
Campus Center, depending on the 
semester. Other planned activities include 
a Bible study group and various service 
projects. For the past couple of years a 
group of Catholic students has gone into 
Philadelphia during Haverford's Spring 
Break and has helped a community center 
construct playgrounds and build 
community gardens. 

In addition to the activities that the 
CCM plans, the group also offers other 
resources to students—namely Father 
John Freeman and Susan Harte. These 
two staff workers define their job on 
campus as an "administrative presence." 
Appointed by the Philadelphia 
Archdiocese, Father John has been the 
Tri-College Minister for fifteen years and 
Susan Harte has worked with the Ministry 
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"There's an element in all of us, 

a spiritual element 

that needs nourishing. And I 

think that people try 

to nourish that in many ways 

but some people nourish it in a 

religious context." 

for ten years. Father John explains, "Our 
primary job is to serve students liturgically, 
counseling in a spiritual direction and 
community outreach. We serve a 
ministerial function but also are just 
present to the students, faculty and staff." 

In fulfilling their roles, Father John and 
Susan Harte admit that they must proceed 
cautiously. Father John explains, "I think 
that we're very sensitive about 
proselytizing. That is not part of our faith 
tradition. Invitations to the group are 
extended but that's where it ends." 

Students seem to echo the feelings of 
the Catholic staff workers. Bernard says, 
"We don't have a very vocal Catholic 
group. Instead, we have people who are 
vocal in their own way and stand 
out...people who talk about their faith with 
friends or other people. It's not a very 
aggressive group, there's no 'in your face' 
things. When I think specifically about the 
CCM, it's a place for people to come. 
Students have to take the initiative to 
come." 

Bernard also notes the Quaker influence 
on Catholicism at Haverford and points 
out that this influence can be both positive 
and detrimental. He lauds the high level of 
tolerance and acceptance found at 
Haverford for different religious groups. 
However, he also notes that the value 
placed on individuality at the College can 
hinder the growth of religious 
communities on campus. He explains that 
the emphasis on individuality may push 
students to think about religion on a 
personal level rather than through 
organized religious groups. 

Despite this potential hindrance, the 
Catholic Campus Ministry has seen a 
growth in church attendance over the past 
few years. According to Father John this  

success is due to the fact that, "There's an 
element in all of us, a spiritual element that 
needs nourishing. And I think that people 
try to nourish that in many ways but some 
people nourish it in a religious context." 
The Catholic Campus Ministry attempts 
to do just this; returning to Bernard's 
metaphor, the group attempts to transform 
religion from a mere acquaintance into a 
close friend. 

Constructing New Definitions: Christian 
Fellowship 

"They devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and prayer. Everyone 
was filled with awe, and many wonders 
and miraculous signs were done by the 
apostles. All the believers were together 
and had everything in common." 

The Haverford Christian Fellowship 
uses this passage of Acts to define itself. 
Enacting the key principles of this passage 
in their diverse activities, members teach, 
pray, eat, and even sing together. However, 
they locate their purpose most significantly 
in a word found in the first sentence of the 
quoted text: fellowship. The group focuses 
on providing a forum for students to meet 
and talk with others who share a common 
Christian background. 

Structurally, the Christian Fellowship is 
arranged around a multitude of different 
meetings Every Monday night students 
gather for large group meetings, comprised 
of prayers, songs, and speakers. Lecturers 
include staff workers from other area 
colleges and pastors from local churches. 
Topics range from "The Culture of 
Haverford," "Marriage, Sex, and Dating" 
to readings of specific passages from the 
Bible. In addition to the large group,  

students also gather weekly for small group 
meetings. These dorm-based discussions 
center on Bible study. First-year students 
attend a separate small group meeting 
called "Roots." 

The Fellowship's own roots at the 
College are still relatively young. For a 
number of years it existed as a Bi-Co group 
with Bryn Mawr. However, Bryn Mawr 
student involvement greatly outranked the 
participation of Haverford students. A 
decision was thus made to break off from 
Bryn Mawr and start Haverford's own 
Christian Fellowship. Lucy Cole '97, 
explains the Fall 1995 split, "Bryn Mawr 
students were doing all the work and so 
Haverford students didn't feel like they 
owned the group. The only way to remedy 
this was to separate the groups." 

According to members, the split has 
been effective. Haverford students now 
successfully run and organize Fellowship 
activities. An Executive Council takes 
primary responsibility for different facets 
of the Fellowship; each member of the 
Council is assigned a specific duty such as 
"Small Groups," "Curriculum," and "New 
Student Outreach." 

Fellowship members are also assisted by 
their staff worker, Mark Potter, who is 
employed by the Intervarsity Christian 
Fellowship, a national Christian group that 
supports individual campus groups. As a 
resource, students appreciate the presence 
of an older person from whom they seek 
insight on ideological issues and problems. 
Potter's presence is something that 
members appreciate; however, some feel 
that their connections with other adult 
Christians could be strengthened. Cole 
notes that the student group lacks any 
connection with Haverford's Christian 
faculty and staff members. 
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In addition to this lack of connection, 
members note an apathetic air on campus; 
the Fellowship, although active, does not 
have a large group of participants relative 
to the number of Christian students on 
campus. Cole, commenting on this 
disinterest, notes, "I think it's apathy in 
terms of people not wanting to take action. 
But I don't think it's apathy in terms of 
people feeling that they don't have a 
spiritual side. If you look at the campus as 
a whole, the want for community and the 
want for working things out, that's a very 
spiritual thing. I think that people don't 
articulate it in those terms but I think that 
they feel it." 

The group is also concerned about their 
reputation on campus and current 
politically-charged associations of 
fundamental conservatism with some sects 
of Protestantism. Cole, addressing the 
negative connotations associated with 
Christian Fundamentalists, states, "It is 
one of the biggest issues of being a 
Christian in college. I am really 
uncomfortable with the labels associated 
with us; it's hard to deal with these 
preconceived notions. I think what I've 
struggled with on this campus is feeling 
like I need to fit into someone's image of 
what I'm supposed to be...as soon as a 
label is put on you there are expectations 
that come along with it." 

In response, the Fellowship attempts to 
dissolve these preconceived labels by 
crafting their own definitions— such as 
the one taken from Acts. An emphasis on 
prayer, community, and discussion 
encourages each participant to construct a 
personal vision of Christianity in his or her 
own life. 

Bridging the Gaps: Jewish Life at 
Haverford 

Standing at a lectern on the porch of 
Founders, Oliver Gottfried '99 solemnly 
recites a list of names into a microphone. 
"Jacob Weiss, December, 1944; unknown, 
June, 1943," the names ring out across 
Founders Green. People passing by 
occasionally stop to listen for a brief 
moment, then move on. Gottfried is 
taking part in The Reading of the Names, 
a part of the annual Holocaust Awareness 
week. Student volunteers read off names of 
those who perished in the Holocaust, a 
recital that goes on unbroken for twenty-
four hours. Holocaust Awareness Week is a 
five-day period full of activities including 
films, survivor testimony, talks, and, this 
year, a trip to the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. 
Although the majority of the planning is 
done by students, financial and 
administrative support is provided by 
Haverford's Hillel office. Holocaust 
Awareness Week constitutes only a fraction 
of the wide variety of services and events 
that Hillel helps to organize and sponsor. 
Their monthly calendar is filled with 
activities ranging from film festivals to 
weekly Shabbat services. 

The Haverford Hillel office is part of a 
four-college chapter that also includes Bryn 
Mawr, Swarthmore, and Villanova. Hillel 
is an international collegiate organization, 
whose straightforward mission is "to 
promote and encourage Jewish life on 
campus," according to Chapter Associate 
Director Cheryl Cook. Cook also notes 
that Hillel is different at each college or 
university, and Haverford's size plays a 
factor in the group's function on campus. 
"At Penn, Hillel has a big building where 

Jewish students socialize. Because it is such 
a large campus, there is more of a need for 
community, so Hillel provides that, 
whereas here I think that Haverford meets 
that need. It is a small campus where all 
the students really have a chance to get to 
know each other, so at Haverford Hillel 
meets other needs such as Jewish 
expression, holiday celebration, and 
religious conversation." 

Jewish students make up a large 
portion of the student body. Religious 
preference is not tracked by the College, 
but estimates indicate that between 20-
30% of the students at Haverford are 
Jewish. Many students do not participate 
in Hillel-sponsored events, while others 
attend either a few or most activities and 
services. Cook stresses that Hillel does not 
try to pressure Jewish students into 
attending everything; rather, they try to 
provide a spectrum of activities from 
which students can pick and choose the 
aspects of campus Jewish life in which they 
would like to be involved. 

Addle Lewis '00 has worked to provide 
one such option. After her senior year of 
high school, Lewis spent a year in Israel 
living on a kibbutz, working on an 
archaeological dig, and hiking. She even 
changed brake pads on trucks during a 
stint in the Israeli army. Invigorated when 
she arrived at Haverford in the fall of 
1996, Lewis was a bit disappointed with 
what she found. "Through my college 
search I was looking for a large Jewish 
population at schools, but what I didn't 
realize was that I also wanted a strong 
Jewish population, which Haverford 
didn't seem to have." Rather than play the 
role of the timid first-year student, Addie 
set out to start programs related to her 
experiences in Israel. She organized an 
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Father John Freeman leads prayers at Palm Sunday Mass. 

Israeli culture week that included Israeli 
dancing, food, and a discussion with an 
Israeli soldier. Addie is also on the Jewish 
Student Union board as the representative 
of AIPAC, a Zionist lobbying group. 

Hillel is not the only representative of 
Jewish life on campus. The Jewish Student 
Union (JSU) is a bi-college, entirely 
student-run and staffed group that often 
coordinates its activities with Hillel, but 
also plans its own events and activities. 
JSU organizes Shabbat services, weekly 
movie nights, trips into Philadelphia, and 
other social events. David Sayres '99, 
president of the JSU, also detailed a recent  

trip the group took to Penn Hillel, where 
the two groups served food to the 
homeless. Although separate entities, the 
Jewish Student Union and Hillel are in 
close contact with each other, organizing 
events such as High Holiday services. 
Sayres explains the relationship, saying, 
"We (JSU) do our own programming, but 
we also share a lot of things; we get money 
from Hillel, coordinate services with them, 
and try not to create scheduling conflicts." 

Religious services present a difficult 
dilemma for Hillel and the JSU. The 
broad spectrum of practices and traditions 
within Judaism is perhaps best illustrated  

by how each branch conducts services. 
Orthodox and Conservative Jews adhere to 
the traditional liturgy and conduct services 
in Hebrew while Reform Jews use more 
English, egalitarian language and ideas, and 
gear the liturgy towards social action. 
Services at Haverford tend to lean towards 
the Reform style, mostly because the 
students who volunteer to lead are usually 
from a Reform background. Hillel and the 
JSU are left with the quandary of trying to 
provide religious accommodations for as 
many students as possible without 
alienating anyone, which is a difficult task. 
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Jen Fulton '97, discovered early on that 
she was uncomfortable with the campus 
services, after her experiences during the 
high holidays. "My sophomore year they 
were doing the Atonement for Yom 
Kippur," she describes, "and the rabbi had 
presented it in such a way that was not 
only anti-religious, but made people laugh. 
I was so offended that I couldn't see myself 
going back." She decided to give it another 
try during Passover, but was turned off by 
the feminist slant of the services. "I 
consider myself a feminist, but at the same 
time I understand religious tradition, and 
the way it was being incorporated into the 
services made me extremely 
uncomfortable." As a result, Fulton has 
sought off campus resources for worship, 
celebrating the high holidays with local 
families. Yet she has not disassociated 
herself from Hillel; this spring she was a 
co-chair of the Holocaust Awareness Week. 
"I do feel that Hillel fulfills the need of a 
lot of people, and just because I come from 
a Conservative background does not mean 
that I can dictate the types of services that 
are led," she concludes. 

The increased interest in Conservative 
services led Ari Wassner '00 to come up 
with the idea of a Conservative Shabbat 
service. "Hillel was very supportive of this 
idea," he says, "they gave us names of 
people to contact, they have been very 
active in encouraging us to come up with 
our own ideas and get as many people 
involved as we can." Ari also organized a 
Saturday night Havdollah service, which 
separates the Sabbath from the rest of the 
week. It was held in the new Jewish lounge 
and attracted about 25 students, a good 
turnout according to Wassner. 

Jewish life at Haverford is experiencing 
a resurgence that will be evident in the  

coming years. The majority of students 
involved in the JSU and Hillel are 
underclassmen with definite plans and 
ideas. Wassner explains that, "Right now 
we are at a transition point in Jewish life 
on campus because there are few 
upperclassmen who are active in the JSU 
and Hillel. Basically the sophomores and 
freshmen are forming a new Jewish 
community at Haverford. I think that if we 
play our cards right, we could build a very 
active Jewish community here." 

Quaker Action and Activities Committee: 
Carrying on the Tradition 

The silence resonates in the room as 
attendants of the small gathering bow their 
heads for a minute before the start of the 
meeting. The moment of silence, which 
oftentimes seems more like a reflex reaction 
to the start of any gathering at Haverford 
than a religious ritual, carries more weight 
with this group. They are the members of 
QuAAC, short for Quaker Action and 
Activities Committee, the student-run 
Quaker group on campus. They meet 
weekly to plan activities, discuss issues, and 
just spend time with each other. "I come 
for the common experience," says Ada 
Hogan '99. "I wanted to find people who 
knew what Quakerism was all about and 
didn't ask us whether or not we had 
electricity." 

Perhaps it is this perceived ignorance of 
the student body that is one of the factors 
driving QuAAC. Many students are aware 
of some of Haverford's Quaker values, but 
have a limited knowledge of Quakerism 
itself. This is where QuAAC feels it can 
help fill the gaps. Noah Skocilich '99 feels 
it is the group's responsibility to educate 
the campus about Quakerism. "It's our 

"Most people find it a 

strengthening 

experience; being 

faced with these 

challenges usually 

helps you get a better 

understanding 

of where religion sits 

for you. 

duty to keep the Quaker tradition alive 
here; that is part of the reason that many 
people decided to come here." 

QuAAC carries out their self-imposed 
mandate in a variety of ways. Quaker 
Awareness Week is one stratagem: seven 
days in November during which the group 
exposes the rest of campus to Quakerism 
through panel discussions, postings, 
speakers, and fliers. Last year's Awareness 
Week included a community discussion in 
the Dining Center about the Quaker 
influence at Haverford, a talk by Haverford 
History Professor and Curator of the 
Quaker Collection Emma Lapsansky titled, 
"All You Ever Wanted to Know About 
Quakerism, but Were Afraid to Ask," 
along with postings such as a Quaker Quiz 
and a map of the US detailing the number 
of Friends Meetings and schools in each 
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Matthew Voss '99 and Noel Watson '97 join in Christian Fellowship prayers. 

state. There was also a Quaker 
Opportunities fair, where students could 
get information on employment and 
internships with Friends organizations. 

The other major QuAAC activity is 
their annual Spring Break trip. While 
many of their fellow students seek warmer 
climes, the group's members travel 
annually to a different part of the country, 
usually engaging in community service. In 
the spring of '96, they spent a week at 
Dunmire Hollow, an intentional 
community in Tennessee. An intentional 
community is a group of people that 
emphasize communal living; for example, 
they eat their meals together, grow their 
own food, and generate their own 
electricity. The QuAAC members pitched 
in on outdoor projects, all the while 
learning about community life. 

Connections with other groups both on 
and off campus are important to QuAAC. 
They have a close link with the 
Quadrangle, a local Quaker retirement 
home, and often meet for conversation and 
meals with some of the residents. QuAAC 
also maintains ties with local Friends 
Meetings; many of the students attend the 
nearby Haverford Friends Meeting House, 
and the group has also visited other 
Meetings in the area. The Spring Break 
trip is often in conjunction with Quaker 
student groups from other colleges, usually 
Guilford or Earlham. On campus, QuAAC 
has been a part of interfaith events, most 
recently teaming up with the Catholic 
student group for a joint service. 

While it is apparent that they are a busy 
organization, QuAAC is frustrated by a 
lack of attention from the student body. 
Quaker Awareness Week events were 
marked by small turnouts, despite a large 
effort put into publicity. This indifference  

perhaps correlates with the small amount 
of free time students have, or might be the 
result of a secular tendency on campus. 
Alisa Beiber '97 remarks that, "I was 
surprised at how non-religious the campus 
was when I got here. I came to Haverford 
from a high school where most of my 
friends were Christian, so it was strange at 
first. People saw me as being religious 
simply because I believed in God." 
However, she has seen an increase of 
interest in the Society of Friends during 
her four years at Haverford, remarking 
that, "Now one whole side of the 
Haverford Friends Meeting house is 
usually taken up by Haverford students on 
Sunday mornings." 

The rest of the QuAAC meeting was 
devoted to more planning on a range of 
subjects, from selling t-shirts in the Dining 
Center to raising money for the spring trip 
to the upcoming Love Feast, a simple meal 
that included group members engaging in 
a ritual washing of each other's feet. The 
small gathering was low-key and it was 
apparent that the members enjoyed the 
company. It is this fellowship that binds 
QuAAC together so tightly, both in prayer 
and socially. Alisa explained why she is 
involved, "I had grown up Quaker. Being 
involved with QuAAC fit in with my 
heritage. I didn't go to QuAAC meetings 
during my first semester of college, but 
once I started going, it was the people that 
kept me coming back." Ben Blain, '98, 
remarked that "I usually leave meetings 
with more energy than I came with." With 
the agenda finished and the library calling, 
the members of QuAAC bowed their heads 
for a moment of silence. 

Muslim Students Association: 
Discovering Faith 

Muslims mark Ramadan, the sacred ninth 
month of the Islamic calendar, by fasting 
from sunrise until sunset each day. 
Members of the Bi-College Muslim 
Students Association (MSA) gather during 
Ramadan for evening ifthars (breaking of 
the fast), spending time to share a meal and 
prayers. The support network of this tight-
knit group also includes a pre-dawn phone 
tree to make sure that the students eat 
before sunrise to carry them through the 
daily fast. However, not many phones ring 
on those early mornings because there is 
only a handful of Muslim students at 
Haverford. MSA head Wasif Ali '00 
estimates that there are only about 5 or 6 
members at Haverford, while the majority 
of MSA participants are Bryn Mawr 
students. 

For some MSA members, the group's 
small size was what attracted them. "I liked 
that the MSA at Haverford was small, 
because there is more opportunity to get to 
know people better, there is less 
bureaucracy, and there is no political slant 
to the group," explains Ali. However, the 
small size can be frustrating. Asim 
Rehman, says that religious differences 
among members can cause problems. 
"Some people are very public with their 
religion, while for others, Islam is a very 
private affair Everyone has a different 
space for religion in his or her own 
personal identity. That type of range would 
have been nice. I like having a club to go 
to, but sometimes I find that the voices in 
that club don't necessarily fit with my 
views. It is a problem of numbers here." 

However the Muslim Students 
Association does its best with the small 

SPRING 1997 	 29 



Most of the students interviewed 

stressed they chose to attend 

Haverford because they 

did not want to attend a larger 

school where they could 

fall into a social circle defined 

primarily by religion. 

numbers it has. Students organize events 
and activities both for MSA and the 
campus as a whole. Along with the on-
campus services during Ramadan, MSA 
members gather on Fridays to travel to a 
local mosque for prayers. They invite 
speakers from area mosques to discuss 
issues such as Muslims in society, and 
Islamic rules and how they fit into the lives 
of individuals. The close link with Bryn 
Mawr spawns projects that are geared 
towards Muslim women, such as the issue 
of private space for women. For example, 
the MSA is currently looking into setting 
up women's hours at the Bryn Mawr pool. 

MSA also organizes events designed to 
inform the rest of campus about who they 
are and what they do. Ali stresses that, 
"People don't know much about Islam. 
What they get from the media is very 
misleading and one-sided against Islam. 
Therefore, we have a need to explain what 
Islam is really about, how it is about peace, 
helping others, and the fundamental 
reasoning behind some of the beliefs, such 
as the perception that Islam is a sexist 
religion." Islam Awareness Week is a major 
means of trying to achieve this goal. The 
event is sponsored by the national MSA 
office, and occurs during the same week on 
campuses across the nation. Similar to 
awareness weeks of other religious groups, 
Muslim Awareness Week includes panel 
discussions, speakers, films, and postings. 

The nature of college life presents 
several unique challenges to observant 
members of MSA. Ali says that he tries to 
bring Islam into class discussions when 
relevant, but that it is often difficult to get 
his point across when few of his fellow 
classmates understand Islam. Rehman 
describes some of the challenges he faces 
outside of the classroom. "On the social  

side, there are issues: no drinking, a 
definition on how to have relationships 
between the sexes, etc. These can change 
your social life a lot at college. You are no 
longer in the safety zone of home." 

However, Rehman and other MSA 
members find this to be a strengthening 
experience rather than a limitation. "This is 
something we have talked about extensively 
in MSA meetings," explains Rehman. 
"Most people find it a strengthening 
experience; being faced with these 
challenges usually helps you get a better 
understanding of where religion sits for 
you. You get a better understanding of 
what is important to you about Islam, what 
questions you ask yourself, how you would 
define yourself as religious, and why you 
follow certain rules or choose not to. Also, 
not having a large Muslim community has 
made me more conscious of my religion. It 
has made me re-discover faith." 

AR has ideas about how to reshape 
MSA in the near future. As a freshman and 
president, he has the unique opportunity 
to take the group in a distinct direction. 
First on the list for him is to get MSA 
more involved and visible on campus. He 
plans to incorporate a community service 
aspect into MSA, an important tenet of 
Islamic life. Ali has also started a discussion 
group through email where students have 
informally discussed topics ranging from 
gender relations to the persecution of 
Muslims in China. And despite their small 
numbers, MSA has developed into a 
tightly-knit group, a relationship Ali 
characterizes saying, "I can visit someone 
five minutes away who is Muslim and will 
understand me. Having someone Muslim 
with whom I hang out all the time is an 
experience that I never had before." 

The Haverford Parish 

Haverford provides a unique challenge for 
students who are a part of or interested in 
religious groups. The size of the College 
means that group members must shoulder 
more organizational burden due to limited 
numbers, social groups centered around 
religion are less distinct, and the size of 
each organization can shift dramatically 
from year to year. Steve Cary sums up 
these problems, saying, "Religious groups 
wax and wane according to the interest 
among students. It depends entirely upon a 
transient population as to how organized 
and active religious groups are on campus." 
Currently, the future looks bright. Nearly 
all of the groups have seen an increase in 
numbers with the matriculation of the 
classes of 1999 and 2000. The new head of 
the Muslim Student Association is a first-
year student, and the heads of the Jewish 
Student Union and Bi-College Christians 
are all sophomores. QUAAC, although 
small in numbers, is composed largely of 
underclassmen, as is the Catholic Campus 
Ministry. Despite the factors that limit 
participation, the injection of youth into 
campus religious groups will most likely 
cause a resurgence of student religious life 
within the next few years. 

The notion of community is critical to 
an understanding of religious life at 
Haverford. Members of all five groups 
profiled stressed the importance of 
community, both within the group and at 
the College as a whole. They form strong 
bonds with other members of their 
religious group, relationships that are based 
on commonalty of belief. At the same time, 
the majority asserted that Haverford as a 
whole was just as important as the religious 
sub-communities. Most of the students 
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interviewed stressed they chose to attend 
Haverford because they did not want to 
attend a larger school where they could fall 
into a social circle defined primarily by 
religion. While they are an important part 
of the lives of many students, religious 
groups are not the only community 
religious-minded students belong to. 

Father John Freeman describes the 

Catholic Campus Ministry with a 
metaphor that could be applied to all 
religious groups at Haverford. "The 
Haverford Catholic community is like a 
parish. A parish is composed of many 
different kinds of people; you have some 
people that just come on Sundays, then 
you have people who come for a while and 
walk away or who have walked away and 

are coming back. Then you have the 
people who do it all the time, who are 
involved in everything." Students come 
and go in campus religious groups, yet the 
fundamental sense of community, both 
within the groups and at Haverford as a 
whole, remains the same. 

Hymns at Palm Sunday Mass. 
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John Kromer '71 

In January of 1996, the City of Philadelphia 
concluded that its city officials were underpaid 
in comparison to other civic leaders across the 
country. Mayor Ed Rendell bestowed generous 
pay raises upon his cabinet, which included 
Director of Housing and Community 
Development John Kromer. Kromer accepted 
the raise but turned around and announced that 
he would personally forgo 10% of his new, 
larger salary, and return the $11,000 to his cash-
strapped department. The press hailed his 
move; The Philadelphia Inquirer suggested that 
his actions should be a model for all executives. 
But Kromer didn't mean to play the role of the 
hero; he was simply trying to be heard. "Federal 
housing grants were being reduced at that time, 
and I wanted to send a message that the 
resources available to my department were 
diminishing," Kromer remarks. "I thought that 
taking the voluntary pay cut was a good way of 
making my point. That $11,000 could buy 12 
heaters for 12 elderly residents, or to pay 
settlement costs for 11 first-time home-buyers. I 
hoped to make people think about making full 
use of the limited resources we are working 
with." 

Not only did this action illustrate Kromer's 
modesty, it also revealed his dedication and 
enthusiasm for his job. As Director of Housing 
for the city, Kromer has to perform daily the 
magic act of pulling a rabbit out of a hat. Case  

in point: the hypothetical cost of rehabilitating 
all the vacant structures in Philadelphia hovers 
around the $2.7 billion mark. The resources 
available to the Housing Office amount to 
roughly $30 million per year. Yet these 
daunting figures do not discourage Kromer; he 
always seeks ways to make the most of what he 
has. Rather than scatter money across the city, 
Kromer has developed lower-cost, innovative 
plans that focus on community-based solutions 
to Philadelphia's housing problems. He is not 
easily frustrated. 

He was, however, discouraged when entering 
Haverford as a freshman in 1966. "I felt like I 
was not as well prepared as the other students, 
that I might have a hard time keeping up," he 
recalls. This awkward adjustment to college 
prompted Kromer to leave for a year to pursue 
an interest in writing. Upon returning, he 
completed a degree in Russian, which led him to 
enroll in Indiana University's Soviet Politics 
graduate program. Thinking back to his time at 
Haverford, Kromer states "Haverford was 
demanding and challenging, at best it taught me 
to listen, think and organize my thoughts. My 
current job is about 70% listening and 30% 
working under high pressure, so I guess 
Haverford prepared me well in that respect." 

Russian politics proved not to be Kromer's 
calling, and he left Indiana after a semester to 
return to the Philadelphia area. He began 
working for non-profits and community groups, 
where he got his first taste of civic action. In the 
early '70s he joined Chinatown community 
organizations in their fight against a widening of 
the Vine Street Expressway. The expanded 
roadway would have come at the expense of a 
neighborhood church and school. The 
successful campaign aroused an interest in urban 
issues for Kromer, who recalls that, "I got a good 
chance to see how government and community 
organizations could work together." In 1978 he 
got the opportunity to work in the Housing 
Office, remembering it as "a good experience, 
but frustrating as worthwhile programs went 
into a state of disarray as time went on." 
Kromer left public life in 1982 and ended up at 

Reclaiming 
Philadelphia's 
Neighborhoods 
By Steve Manning '96 
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Urban Partners, a development consulting firm 
where he dealt heavily with Philadelphia housing 
issues. 

The decline in Philadelphia's housing quality 
is not a unique story; it is a common urban 
phenomenon that has changed the face of 
numerous cities over the last forty years. 
Philadelphia grew as industry grew, with 
neighborhoods centering around factories and 
businesses. However, the mainstays of 
employment have been trickling away from 
neighborhoods, with companies favoring 
sprawling, campus-like plants in the suburbs, 
abandoning cramped, multi-story city factories. 
The loss of jobs forced workers to leave city 
neighborhoods and follow employers to the 
suburbs. Employers also demanded more of 
their workforce, as unskilled, uneducated 
laborers found it hard to compete in an 
increasingly technological job market. In 
simplified terms, these changes ended in 
abandoned housing, unemployment, and 
poverty. 

Enter John Kromer. John had volunteered 
on the Ed Rendell mayoral campaign, and had 
the opportunity to draft the candidate's housing 
strategy. He was therefore a logical choice for 
the position of Housing Director after the 
election. Kromer attacked the problem of 
deteriorating neighborhoods from the grass-
roots level, through community programs and 
through preventive measures aimed at catching 
and fixing housing before it becomes vacant. 

His goal is to improve 'the neighborhood 
economy,' which Kromer described in a recent 
Inquirer editorial piece as "the human resources 
and physical assets located in and belonging to 
Philadelphia's neighborhoods." On the human 
resource side, Kromer came up with a creative 
plan in 1993, one designed to encourage and 
assist low-income families with buying a home. 
With mortgage rates currently low, the city is 
encouraging families to consider buying homes 
rather than renting, and has set up counseling to 
help guide prospective owners through the 
process. On top of the assistance, the Housing 
Office will also contribute an initial subsidy of 
$1,000 to each family to help with a down-
payment. The plan, named Project 500 for the 
number of grants it intended to give each year, 
proved to be improperly named. By 1995, the 
program was producing over 2,200 home 
settlements each year. In addition, the Housing 
Department sponsored a Philadelphia chapter of 
the nation-wide Youth Build program. Hi 
school dropouts interested in completing their 
education get training for the graduate  

equivalency diploma through the program, and 
in return are required to pitch in to help fix up 
vacant houses. Participation in the Philadelphia 
chapter has doubled since it was introduced 
three years ago. 

Dealing with vacant and abandoned housing 
is the second major preservation approach for 
Philadelphia's neighborhoods. According to an 
August 1996 study by the Housing Office, there 
are roughly 25,000 vacant units in the city. 
"Rather than trying to fix them all, a financial 
impossibility, we adopted a preservation 
approach, designed to keep housing from being 
abandoned," Kromer explains. Residents often 
abandon housing when it becomes difficult to 
maintain, so Kromer has set up a repair hot-line, 
which people can call when they need work 
done. The hot-line connects them directly with 
repair services provided by pre-approved 
contractors, thus ensuring that the work is done  

quickly and well. 
Kromer's neighborhood approach to solving 

some of Philadelphia's housing problems has 
proven to be an effective way to use the limited 
resources available to his office. Rather than 
being overwhelmed by the daunting task with 
which he has been charged, Kromer maintains 
an optimism that appears to be crucial to his 
work. "On even the most frustrating days, I 
realize there are tremendous opportunities to 
collaborate with dedicated people and 
organizations in Philadelphia. The underlying 
support from the city's elected officials along 
with the opportunities to work with groups at 
the community level is always rewarding." 
Although a complete solution to the city's 
housing problems is not on the horizon, John 
Kromer is working hard with what he has to 
make a difference. 
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Steve Harvester '74 

Rad i cal Prayer 
This Thanksgiving, for the first time since 

he has been at the Church Hill United 
Methodist Church in Norwell, Massachusetts, 
the Reverend Steve Harvester took a public 
stand on a controversial issue. Selectmen for the 
town of Norwell had recently agreed to pay a 
black female police officer $518,000 to settle her 
lawsuit of sexual and racial harassment against 
fellow police officers. Because the lawsuit had 
been settled with a gag order, no testimony from 
either side will ever be heard. 

"The only side that I hear is the police's 
side," Harvester says. "I'm sure we would hear a 
different story from her." Concerned with the 
prevalence of small-town racism, Harvester 
wrote the annual Thanksgiving eve sermon with 
the purpose of asking the citizens of Norwell to 
examine any kind of personal damage they may 
have caused, and to seek reconciliation if any  

harm was done. "Healing can only begin with 
direct communication and confession," 
Harvester says, "and then there can be healing, 
but not until then." 

Although this is an unusually public 
circumstance for Steve Harvester, it represents 
many of the key beliefs that have shaped his life. 
It also exemplifies his need and respect for 
community, something that inspired him to 
apply to Haverford in 1970. After growing up 
on Long Island, Harvester looked for "a place 
where I would matter as an individual." In 
retrospect, Harvester regrets that he just missed 
"the good stuff," referring to the Civil Rights 
movement and the Vietnam War protests that 
took place before he arrived. 

While he majored in History and English, 
the most influential aspect of the school for 
Harvester was its Quaker roots. Harvester joined  

by Eric Weiler '97 

the Society of Friends his senior year at 
Haverford, a decision that greatly affected his 
life immediately after graduation. His first job 
was with the National Park Service in 
Washington, D.C., but his only contacts in the 
area were his aunt and uncle. However, there 
was a Quaker meeting near their home. That 
Quaker meeting, Harvester says, "became my 
spiritual home, the source of all my friendships, 
and the deep sense of community that I very 
much needed at that time." 

After a few years in the D.C. area and a brief 
period working as a community organizer in 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, Harvester moved to New 
England, working with Ralph Nader and the 
Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group. 
While this position didn't last long, it did act as 
the catalyst for what Harvester calls his "moral 
inventory taking and spiritual re-examination." 
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It was on a retreat at a monastery in Spencer, 
MA, that Steve met his wife, Judy; he also had a 
mystical experience, a dream that pushed him in 
the direction in which he is still headed. "For 
me," Harvester recalls, "my call to ministry and 
my call to marriage are inextricably intertwined. 
It all began then." 

He entered the Boston University School of 
Theology in September and married Judy in 
October of 1979. After the birth of their first 
child, Helen, in 1981, Steve and Judy moved to 
West Brookfield, MA, living there for the next 
five years. (His second and third children, 
Hannah and Rachel, were born there in 1983 
and 1986.) It was in West Brookfield that 
Harvester's method of prayer first met with 
some controversy. 

In the fall of 1984, Harvester was part of a 
small group from various congregations holding 
a candle-light vigil for peace and nuclear 
disarmament on a sidewalk in nearby Ware, 
MA. The group was ordered off the sidewalk by 
the police, but rather than simply retreating, 
Harvester and the others saw the opportunity 
for education, and organized a letter writing 
campaign to the weekly newspaper. Eventually, 
television stations and newspapers all over the 
state were talking about The Bill of Rights and 
freedom of expression. They finally embarrassed 
the town into giving them a permit for what 
they had every right to do. Harvester describes 
the second candle-light vigil as "one of the great 
nights of my ministry; instead of the six or seven 
of us there had been the first time, there were 
several hundred people," many of whom were 
making their first public demonstration. "What 
we were celebrating was not only a victory for 
The Bill of Rights," he says, "but a victory for 
non-violent conflict resolution." 

After those years in West Brookfield, the 
Harvester family moved to Rhode Island, 
staying there for three difficult years. It was here 
that Steve realized that often the most active and 
powerful people in his congregations were 
veterans and widows of World War II. "I found 
myself constantly doing conflict resolution in 
ways I hadn't expected," he recalls. He also 
admits that he had no idea how violent a 
congregation could be when they feel that "their 
spiritual leader is preaching something that's 
against all the values they hold most dear." 

While this time in Rhode Island was painful, 
it did see the birth of his fourth child, Daniel, in  

1989. This period also saw the birth of another 
important part of Harvester's life: his work as a 
storyteller. Harvester was seriously considering a 
career change when he took his family to First 
Night, Providence's New Year's Eve celebration. 
They saw a performance by a storyteller who 
told a Native American story about a coyote 
who changes shape to pursue a goose, but loses 
his magical shape and becomes the first 
meteorite. "I was enchanted, and at the same 
time, I was inspired," Harvester recalls. "I said, 
I could do that." 

He soon began to build an inventory of 
stories that he wanted to tell, practicing in his 
colleague's youth groups and in his children's 
classes at school. By the summer of 1990, 

Harvester's schedule was full, as he was 
showcased in a storytellers' caravan that traveled 
to libraries all over the state. He quickly realized 
that he could teach others how to tell stories as 
well. In his workshops he explains that his goal 
is to be ordinary, but at the same time, 
inspiring. All of his performances end with these 
words: "Now I've told you my stories; I've given 
them to you. Spread them around, pass them 
around, tell them to somebody new. If you do 
that, if I do that, the stories will never die. And 
you and I will be alive in the stories. So you be a 
storyteller, and I'll be a storyteller too." After 
seven years, Harvester concludes that 
storytelling has been "a wonderful side-bar to 

my life." 
It was during that first summer of 

storytelling that he and his family moved to 
Norwell. Harvester has now been at the Church 
Hill United Methodist Church since 1990, the 
longest he has been anywhere since first leaving 
home. With this congregation of about 100 
people, Harvester feels he has matured: "I don't 
slam people over the head with `the truth as I 
see it,' as I may have done fifteen years ago. I 
think I'm more appreciative of what people of 
the World War II generation went through. So 
my beliefs haven't changed, but my ways of 
expressing them have." A few years ago, during 
the Persian Gulf crisis, Harvester "made it clear 
how I stood on the injustice of war, but I did 
not condemn the individuals. I think there was 
mutual respect on both sides as we went 
through that." 

While he may have settled down at Church 
Hill, Harvester will always remain a radical. He 
feels that the basic injustices in America have 
only intensified since his time in college, and 
that the gulf between the people who can go to 
schools like Haverford and the people who 
cannot is wider. "I was very angry while I was at 
Haverford, and after Haverford, and when I 
allow myself to be, I'm still angry now. I don't 
believe that a person of any conscience can read 
a newspaper today and not be angry. The 
challenge is to make that a positive anger—to 
not move into either bitterness or despair, but to 
say 'the little bit I can change, I will.' And we'll 
see how that changes anything else." 

Harvester, working in conjunction with the 
Dean at the Boston University School of 
Theology, is currently waiting to hear if the 
Bishop for the New England area will grant his 
request to head a mission team to start a new 
church in the Boston area. "When you start a 
new church you have the opportunity to set the 
agenda and the style," Harvester says. He is 
praying that the first worship service will happen 
around Christmas of this year, and that 500 
people will be present. That's a large number for 
Methodism in New England, but as Harvester 
says, "there's no reason that in a metropolitan 
area of over a million people, with 60% of them 
unchurched, that you can't have 500 people 
show up to experience something potentially 
life-changing." 

SPRING 1997 	 35 



14 

REGIONAL SOCIETY NEWS 

The Alumni Office encourages Regional Society volunteers to send 
information about their regional events for publication in the magazine. 

• Atlanta, GA: 01/03/97 — Men's Basketball vs. Emory. Regional volunteers Chris 
Jenko '92 and Rainey Tisdale '94. 

• Baltimore, MD: 07/28/96 — "More than 40 alumni, current and incoming students, 
and family members gathered July 28th in Columbia, Maryland, for the annual 
Baltimore/Washington, DC Alumni Crabfeast. This marked the fourth year this 
event has been held in the splendid setting of Centennial Park. Participants celebrat-
ed the usual excellent weather playing volleyball, paddling around 54-acre 
Centennial Lake, and partaking of plentiful food and drink." Regional Volunteer 
Jonathan LeBreton '79. 

03/07/97 — A Journey of Taste, scotch tasting. Regional Volunteer Diane Leigh 
Davison '88 

• Berkeley, CA: 11/06/96 — Professor of Religion and Emily Judson Baugh and John 
Marshall Gest Professor in Comparative Religions Michael Sells speaks on his two 
new books and Bosnia. Regional volunteer Jonathan Lowe '87. 

• Boston, MA: 09/19/96 — Bi-College Recent Graduates Reception at Institute 
of Contemporary Art. Regional volunteers Lee Fortmiller BMC '92 and 
Heather Cate BMC '91. 

01/06/97 — Bi-College Career Networking Reception with special guest speaker 
Interim President Bob Gavin. Regional volunteer Polly Ross Ribatt '90. 

• Boulder, CO: 01/16/97 — Interim President Bob Gavin meets alumni, parents and 
friends. Regional volunteer Christopher Mueller '66. 

• Charlottesville, VA: 02/20/97 — Pool/Billiard Party. Regional volunteers Jennifer 
Parker '93, Robin Albertson-Wren '91, and Jonathan Wren '91. 

• Chicago, IL: 01/10/97 — Bi-College Conversations on Careers. Regional volunteer 
Heather Shorey '89. 

• Ithaca, NY: 10/18/96 — Luncheon gathering with President of Cornell Hunter 
Rawlings '66. 

12/02/96 — Men's Basketball vs. Cornell. 

• London, England:11/03/96 — Student and Alumni Party. Regional volunteers 
Carl Tishler '93 and Jennifer Laredo Watkins '91. 

• Los Angeles, CA: 01/15/97 — Interim President Bob Gavin meets alumni, 
parents and friends. Regional volunteer Mark A. R. Kleiman '72. 

02/13/97 — Roger Director '71 Producer and Am Tellem '76 Sports Agent. 
Regional volunteer David Fogelson '73. 

Alumni Events Held at Haverford: 

• Men's and Women's Alumni/ae Cross-
Country Meet, 09/14/96 

• Alumni Baseball Game, 09/21/96 

• Graduate School Forum, 10/24/96 

• Alumni Lacrosse Game, 10/26/96 

• Recent Grads Homecoming Party, 
11/02/96 

• Alumnae Volleyball Game, 11/02/96 

• Alumni Career Chat, 11/06/96 

• Alumni and Students of Color 
Gathering, 11/23/96 

• Philadelphia-Area Phonathon, 
01/28/97 
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AT HAVERFORD 

FRACTURED FORTIES 

• New York, NY: 10/15/96 — Guest Speaker John Whitehead '43 "50 Years 
of Haverford's Influence." Regional Volunteers Kurt Ryden '88 and Julie Min '91. 

12/09/96 — Winetasting with Jody Jackman. Regional volunteer Julie Min '91. Space 
made available by Bill Gorin 

01/23/97 — Bi-College Conversations on Careers. 

02/03/97 — Alumni Phonathon. 

02/26/97 — A Journey of Taste, scotch tasting. Regional volunteers Kurt 
Ryden '91 and Julie Min '91. 

• Ra'Anana, Israel: 12/07/96 — Tri-College Holiday Party. 

• San Francisco, CA01/13/97 — Interim President Bob Gavin meets alumni, 
parents and friends. Regional volunteer Michael Dunn '85. 

• Washington, DC: 09/26/96 — Professor of Political Science Harvey 
Glickman brings students to meet with Haverford alumni. Regional volunteer 
Jay Goldman '78 and alumni hosts. 

1/12/97 — "Short of a trip back to campus, Haverfordians are always ready to refresh 
their feelings for the College when a campus figure or traveling sports team visits. 
The men's basketball team, led by Coach Mike Mucci, finished a swing through the 
south then arrived at Gallaudet University. The team was supported by more than 50 
cheering fans in back of the Ford bench. The game was played between two well-
matched teams with the score tight the full game. The team, suffering the loss of 
Robbie Weinert '00 who was on the bench with a tear in his anterior cruciate 
ligament, lost a tough 57-52 contest. Following the game, we gathered for a reception 
to meet old friends and make new ones and to exchange greetings with the coaches 
and players. A number of current students came with family members, and graduates 
of the Class of 1996 were out in force. Although the mood understandably was 
subdued, I think the team felt the warmth and support of those who came to cheer 
them on. In return, the team, representing another generation of Haverford, 
reaffirmed for the alumns, what this place is all about." Regional volunteers Ron 
Schwarz '66, Sharon Singer '89, and Jay Goldman '78. 

02/17/97 — Bi-College Recent Graduates Skating Party. Regional volunteers 
Catherine Hoffman BMC '95 and Beth Lipetzky BMC '96. 

For further information on any of these or other Alumni Association programs, 
please call or write the 

Alumni Relations Office 610-896-1004. 
email: alumni@haverford.edu  
370 Lancaster Avenue 
Haverford, PA 19041-1392 

Dear Women and Men of the "Fractured 
Forties": 

The responses to the Fractured Forties book 
we published last spring have been 
overwhelmingly enthusiastic, and running 
through many of them are common 
themes: 

"I'm sorry I didn't write something. 
Is it too late? Can you put out a second 
edition, including additional pieces?" 

"There's more I should have written 
about 	. If you bring out a revised 
edition, could I add something, maybe as 
an appendix?" 

"Please send me extra copies. My 
children — all grown up now, with children 
of their own — want copies." 

The answer to the last question is "Yes!" 
To the first two, also "Yes!" if you will let 
us know by August that you really will 
send us your piece. 

So please do let the Alumni Office know, 
so that we can proceed while enthusiasm 
remains high. 

Sincerely, 
Ted Shakespeare '49 
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ALUMNI & PARENT OVERNIGHT 

HOST PROGRAM 

Traveling hither and yon? Haverford alumni and parents are being asked to put out the 
welcome mat for fellow travelers — College alumni, parents, faculty, staff, and current 
students. 

Instead of spending the night in a motel or hotel, would you enjoy staying in the home of 
a Haverford alumnus/a or parent? You would have first-rate company while saving 
money, and though hosts would ask for an overnight housing donation, the funds 
collected will go toward Haverford's financial aid for students. 

This is a proposed new program sponsored by the Alumni Association which gave its 
official blessing at the annual Alumni Council meeting held in September, 1996. 

Our next step is to recruit hosts. If you'd like to be a host, please contact the Alumni 
Office at 610-896-1001, alumni@haverford.edu, and further information will be 
sent to you. 

Christopher Dunne '70 	 Bill Kelley '63 
President, Alumni Association 	 Vice President, Alumni Association 

HAVERFORD RESOURCES VIA THE WEB 

The URL "www.haverford.edu/admindepthome/alumni/alumni.html" is your 
ticket to unlimited access to the Alumni Association home page. Check out who is 
coming to your reunion, upcoming events in your neck of the woods, or make a 
cyberspace pledge to Haverford. The Association home page can also connect you 
with the home pages and email addresses of your on-line classmates. 

Corrections 

HAVERFORD would like to apologize for 
errors in the list of Alumni Award winners 
that appeared in the Fall/Winter 1997 
edition of the alumni magazine. The 
following is a corrected list of the 
misspelled names 

Ben Leuchter '46 
Jack Shepherd '60 
Evarts Loomis '32 
G. Richard Bacon '32 
B. Burns Brodhead '42 
Hershel Shanks '52 
Charles Wurster '52 
Steve Larson '83 
Laird Simons, Jr. '39 
Fay Alailima '45 
E. Hambleton Welbourn, Jr. '38 
Gifford Foley '32 
J. Evan Philips '19 
Robert L. Balderston '39 
Arthur Kane, Jr. '36 
Charles Frazier, Jr. '24 
Allen Thomas, Jr. '28 
J. Howard Morris, Jr. '30 
Charles Holzer, Jr. '37 
Don Sapatkin '78 
Caroline Sykes-Lorenz '87 
John Hough '44 
Deborah Lafer Scher '80 
Frank Lyman, Jr. '59 
Stephen Thiermann '39 
Steven Sieverts '56 
Mary Esther Dasenbrock, Relief & 
Reconstruction '45 
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AS I SEE IT 
"Navigating the Hearing World" By Paul Sommer '98 

When I was eighteen months old, my baby-sitter 
noticed that I did not flinch to a balloon popping 
right by my ear. My parents took me to several 
doctors for tests which concluded that I had a 
profound hearing loss. Making matters worse, I was 
diagnosed as prelingually deaf, a condition attached 
to those who are born or become deaf before 
learning language skills. The cause of my deafness is 
uncertain, but is suspected to be genetic or a result of 
birth defect. 

My parents had two options which would 
decide the fate of my identity: teach me their native 
language, spoken English, or the language of the 
Deaf, American Sign Language. Granted, signing is 
significantly easier, but I would have been limited to 
the deaf community. My parents chose the more 
improbable route, oralism. With the help of a dozen 
hearing and speech therapists, I was taught how to 
hear and speak. With oralism, I saw that I could not 
be limited by any means; there was no such thing as 
an impossibility in life. I learned to enjoy life as it is. 

It took hours to learn how to hear and speak, 
and I wince as I recall the daily speech lessons. I 
began by learning to hear and speak vowels and 
consonants of the alphabet without hearing 
feedback Slowly, my lessons progressed on to simple 
words with only one syllable such as hat, cat, and 
bat. After years of work, I was practicing more 
challenging words and sentences. In order to learn 
how to hear, my parents and therapists usually 
covered their lips and asked me questions such as, 
"What time is it?" Covering their lips forced me to 
use my residual hearing through my hearing aids. It 
was beyond frustrating not being able to understand 
a word at first, particularly at the age of 6 when I did 
not know why I was cooped in the room being 
drilled rather than being outside playing baseball like 
most other kids. Even worse, I had to learn the 
whole process of hearing and making sounds before 
even learning English. 

I came to Haverford because I saw that, given 
the Honor Code and the Quaker tradition, people at 
Haverford see me as no different from others. These 
two aspects have made my life at Haverford much  

easier than other environments which are often full 
of discrimination. I also chose Haverford for some of 
the same reasons my classmates did; its small classes, 
outstanding faculty, and caring students. These 
qualities make it much easier for me to live in a 
hearing environment. 

Every day, I experience obstacles and rewards. 
While the average deaf 21-year old like me has a 
reading level of a twelve year old, my reward is the 
ability to read over 500 pages of college books a 
week. The obstacles include the inability to 
understand every word in the book because I can not 
hear every word, thus, my vocabulary level is deemed 
lower than the average American student. I must 
read twice the amount that my Haverford classmates 
do because I do not hear everything they do in the 
classroom. In fact, I only understand half of the 
words the professor says. Lip-reading, in order to 
supplement my hearing (my hearing aids help only 
minimally) is so difficult that I must guess the other 
half of the words. Doing this for an hour to two-
and-a-half hour long lectures is exhausting. Yet I 
refuse to have an interpreter because I have too much 
pride. An interpreter would nullify all the work that 
my parents, speech therapists, and I put into learning 
how to hear and speak. I do benefit from the use of 
note takers which allows me to read the professor's 
lips constantly without having to look down to take 
notes. I often resent it when classmates seem to never 
pay attention, but they can hear every word whereas 
I must sit up and push myself to lip-read the entire 
lecture or discussion. But all bitter feelings disappear 
once I speak up in class and have all of them, or most 
of them understand me. 

Being on the baseball diamond, in the hockey 
rink, and on the basketball court is my escape from 
the constant obstades my deafness imposes. Despite 
constant yelling, the opposing team and its fans fail 
to distract me on the mound or behind the plate. 
Playing baseball is the only thing that I truly love 
doing where my deafness hardly gets in the way. I 
not only play baseball for the love of the game, but as 
a way of proving myself. As the catcher, I am the on-
the-field communicator, directing where the ball is 
thrown and where the players are positioned. 
Through signs I can overcome my deafness and be 
like any other player. Being part of the team, 
respected as a teammate and friend, especially by 
hearing people, provides no greater feeling. 

Yet, this respect and acceptance does not come 
easy. First, I had and still need to prove myself as a 
baseball player. The pitchers must have confidence 
in me as their catcher; it takes extra effort to show 
them that I belong behind the plate. Second, it takes 
extra effort to be regarded as a friend off the field  

where I do not have baseball to prove myself. At a 
baseball party, the team decided to do the conga 
dance to another dorm while singing "Take Me Out 
to the Ballgame!" I do not know the words to this 
song because I could not hear it. Even worse, I can't 
sing! I enjoyed watching my teammates having fun, 
but deep down, I felt rejected. But I cannot expect 
my teammates to sacrifice everything for me. I must 
sacrifice a lot in the hearing world. 

Not only do I need to sacrifice a lot to be on the 
baseball team, but also to maintain friendships. 
Often people would ask me if I'd like to go to the 
movies, but I never go because I cannot understand 
the words. I cannot participate in discussions about 
music. I cannot even follow a simple dinner 
conversation in the cafeteria unless I am eating with 
only one or two people. As a result, I sacrifice a great 
deal of social potential which would be much easier 
in the deaf community. In the cafeteria, I can't 
always ask my friends what people are saying at the 
table. When I do ask, people often get annoyed and 
say, "nothing... don't worry about it." At times, 
when I feel like talking, I often end up saying the 
most random things because they don't fit in the 
conversation. I often feel like an outcast not only on 
the baseball team, but in the cafeteria, at parties, and 
even in the classroom. 

I survive socially by maintaining a good sense of 
humor. Once, my hallmates and I were watching 
the movie "Reality Bites" in the customs suite with 
the captions on so I could read the words on the 
bottom of the screen. During a sex scene, the 
captions read, "Heavy breathing and panting." 
Everyone laughed. I didn't find it funny because I 
was used to watching closed captioned television. I 
said, "Hey, I have a right to know what it sounds 
like!" This quote became the quote of the year on 
my floor! When faced with an obstacle, my sense of 
humor becomes a security blanket to cover the 
frustrations of being deaf. 

It takes a great deal of patience, frustrations, and 
hard work to survive as the first deaf person at 
Haverford. But being deaf has instilled me with 
competitiveness, a hard work ethic, and strong 
motivation to accomplish this mission of mine. I 
must earn good grades, I must be a starter, if not, the 
star of the baseball team, and I must know how to 
have fun in order to do it. Being able to accomplish 
these helps prove myself. Despite the obstades, the 
rewards are far greater. 

This is not meant to be an article to inspire 
people or seek sympathy. As a deaf person, I am 
culturally different. If I could take a magic pill that 
would make me hearing all of a sudden, I would 
not. I am proud of who I am. 
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May 19 to June 5, 1998 
A continuing education travel program 
presented by the Alumni/ae Associations of 
Haverford and Bryn Mawr Colleges 
with Tour Host Doug Davis, 
Haverford Professor of Psychology 

Professor Davis has spent three of the past 25 years in Morocco, most recently as a 
1995-96 Fulbright scholar studying the Moroccan Internet. He and his anthropologist 

wife Susan are the authors of Adolescence in a Moroccan Town, a study of young people 
in Morocco. He asks that we make special note of the scheduled stay at the Palais 
Jamai Hotel in Fez. "A spectacular hotel," he says. "One of the top twenty or so in the 
world with cool, enchanting walled gardens and rooms overlooking the rooftops of the 
vibrant medina. Simply not to be missed." Our itinerary will include Casablanca, 
Rabat, Fez, Erfoud, Tinerhir, Ouarzazate, Taroudant, 
Essaouira, and Marrakech. 

For further information and a detailed brochure, please call 
the Haverford/Bryn Mawr Tour Desk at 1-800-331-2428. 
The tour price is $4,995 per person double occupancy 
(price includes a $300 voluntary donation to Haverford College). 

The Alumni Relations Office, 37o Lancaster Avenue, Haverford, PA 19o41-1392. 
610-896-1001. alumni@haverford.edu  
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