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by Michael Freeman 

Lately Haverford College has been getting to know itself a little better. The ice-breaker for 
this process has been the oral history tapes project initiated five years ago to enrich the Col-
lege's historical record by capturing the reminiscences of professors, staff and board mem-
bers, and administrators past and present. Provided by these records are countless good sto-
ries, some very funny moments, and ample grist for the serious historian. Librarian of the 
College Michael Freeman shows us highlights. 

Meet the New Management: Big Changes in Haverford's 
	 20 

Economics Department 
by Matt Fitzgerald '93 

If you haven't seen them lately, you haven't seen them: Of the five full-time members of 
Haverford's Economics Department, but one was present before 1987. Of course, such a 
sudden transition came not without its tense moments, but those are past, and the gains 
have proved worthy. The new guard have brought with them fresh ideas, new emphases, 
widespread recognition, and all else necessary to carry on the tradition of excellence in eco-
nomics at the College. 
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AT HAVERFORD 

CHANGING FACES 

Betty Davis retired in February 1995 as 
Administrative Aide and Coordinator of the 
Distinguished Visitors program, having 
served with the College for 27 years. In 1967 
she came aboard as a part-time faculty secre-
tary, then moved briefly to the Department 
of Mathematics . She also spent time in Pub-
lic Relations, the Non-Violent Conflict Res-
olution Center, and the office of Career 
Guidance (now Career Development). Her 
husband, Tom, also worked at Haverford for 
many years, for the science departments. 
The couple plan to enjoy their grandchildren 
and family. 

Elaine Hansen has set aside her duties as 
Professor of English to become Provost, 
succeeding Bruce Partridge, who, after 5 
years, returns to the Astronomy Depart-
ment. Professor Hansen came to Haverford 
in 1980 as Assistant Professor of English, 
became Associate Professor in 1986 and 
Professor in 1991; between 1989 and 1992 
she chaired the Department. Her areas of 
scholarly expertise include medieval English 
literature and language, Chaucer, contem-
porary and twentieth-century women writ-
ers, and feminist literary theory. She has 
published dozens of papers in these areas as 
well as three books: The Solomon Complex: 
Reading Wisdom in Old English Poetry (Uni-
versity of Toronto Press, 1988), Chaucer 
and the Fictions of Gender (University of 
California Press, 1992), and the forthcom-
ing Mother Without Child: Contemporary 

Fiction and the Crisis of Motherhood Among 
the grants and prizes she has earned are a 
Lindback Foundation Award for Distin-
guished Teaching (1986) and an American 
Council of Learned Societies Fellowship 
(1993-94). 

Of her move from a faculty role to 
administration Hansen says, "I'm pleased to 
have the opportunity to develop some new 
skills, while still working with substantive 
issues of higher education from a different 
angle." She sees the challenges facing her as a 
mixture of those that are always present—
"to make sure that Haverford is a place 
where individual faculty members can sus-
tain themselves happily and productively as 
scholars, and that there are places and modes 
in which they will be able to make meaning-
ful connections with others in the communi-
ty"—and some that are particular to the 
times. "The challenge of this particular 
time," she states, "is not only how to contin- 

ue the good job that I think we already do, 
but also how to communicate just what it is 
we do and why it's valuable in a climate of 
opinion that seems increasingly unsupport-
ive of higher education in general and under-
appreciative of our strengths." 

Outgoing Provost Bruce Partridge will 
resume teaching in September, having 
served a longer tenure than any HaverforE 
Provost in many years, with tremendous 
energy and dedication. "I'm particularly 
grateful to Bruce," says Hansen, "for the 
generosity he's displayed to me this year; 
thanks to his openness and cooperation, I've 
had an opportunity that no prior Provost 
has had, I believe, to think and learn more 
about this office before I plunge into its hec-
tic daily routine." 

Ariel Loewy has retired as Jack and Barbara 
Bush Professor of Natural Sciences after 41 
years of teaching in Haverford's Biology 

ACADEMIC UPDATE 

Associate Professor of Mathematics Lynne 
Butler and Professor of Computational Sci-
ence Curtis Greene have been awarded a 
National Science Foundation grant to sup-
port their project entitled, "Research at 
Undergraduate Institutions: Algebraic and 
Enumerative Combinatorics."... Associate 
Professor of Music Curt Cacioppo has pub-
lished an analytical article on Stravinsky enti-
tled "Harmonic Behavior in the Rite of 
Spring" in volume 32 of the journal Sympo-
sium.... Associate Professor of Religion David 
Dawson has been awarded a National 
Endowment for the Humanities Summer 
Stipend for 1995.... Barbara Riley Levin Pro- 

fessor of Comparative Literature Julia 
Epstein has published two articles recently: 
"Fetal Rights, Women's Bodies, and the 
Pregnant Mind: A Historical Inquiry," 
appears in the YaleJournal of Law and the 
Humanities, Vol. 7 (January 1995); and 
"Two Moms, Two Kids, and a Dog," appears 
in The MotherJourney: Feminist Essays on 
Mothering, edited by Maureen Reddy et. al., 
published by Spinsters Ink.... Professor of 
Classics Daniel Gillis represented the United 
States at a conference in Rome on "Philhel-
lenism and Traditionalism in the First Two 
Centuries of the Roman Empire," held April 
28 and 29 and sponsored by the Academia 

Nazionale dei Lincei. He spoke on "Nero the 
Artist: Qualis artifex pereo."... Assistant Pro-
fessor of Anthropology Laurie Kane Hart has 
been awarded a National Endowment for the 
Humanities Summer Stipend for 1995.... 
Associate Professor of Computer Science 
Steven Lindell gave a talk at the University of 
Pennsylvania Logic and Computation Semi-
nar held in April. His talk was entitled, "A 
Constant-Space Model of Computation for 
First-Order Queries."... Four Haverford fac-
ulty members, Associate Professor of Chem-
istry Terry Newirth, Visiting Associate Pro-
fessor of Biology Kaye Edwards, Visiting 
Assistant Professor of Astronomy and Physics 
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Department. He arrived as Instructor of 
Biology in 1953, became Assistant Professor 
the following year, Associate Professor in 
1957, and Professor in 1963. He also chaired 
the department from 1957 to 1977, and at 
points between 1977 and 1989. Born in 

Amy Simms 
	

Mary Wilson 

Romania and schooled in England, he 
earned B.S. and M.S. degrees in botany from 
McGill University and a Ph.D. in botany 
from the University of Pennsylvania He also 
conducted postdoctoral work at Harvard and 
Cambridge universities before coming to 
Haverford. Among numerous areas of 
research, Loewy purified an enzyme from 
plasma (transglutaminase) which is used 
medically to treat blood clotting abnormali-
ties caused by a deficiency of the enzyme. He 
has published many articles, in such journals 
as the Journal of Theoretical Biology and the 
Annals of the New York Academy of Science, as 
well as various books and chapters. His 
awards include the 1973 James F. Mitchell 

Foundation Award for Cardiovascular 
Research. Loewy taught courses at all levels 
at Haverford and was instrumental in devel-
oping the molecular biology-based curricu-
lum that has made Haverford biology majors 
among the best-prepared in the country for 
over four decades. Last year, the Loewy-San-
ter-Finger Fund was established in honor of 
him and his two long-time colleagues, Irving 
Finger and Mel Santer, and has so far raised 
more than $500,000 to support senior 
research in biology at the College. Loewy 
will now serve a five-year appointment as a 
Research Professor in Haverford's Depart-
ment of Biology. 

Richard Luman has retired as Professor of 
Religion, having spent 27 years with the 
College. He received B.A. and M.A. degrees 
in religion and a Ph.D. in history, all from 
the State University of Iowa. He taught at 
Iowa and at the State University of South 
Dakota and the University of Chicago before 
coming to Haverford in 1969. Later, he also 
held visiting appointments at Princeton The-
ological Seminary, St. Joseph's College, and 
Columbia University. He chaired Haver-
ford's Department of Religion three times, 
1970-77, 1982-83, and 1984-87. His many 
scholarly works and reviews have appeared in 
publications including Criterion, Pulpit, and 
the Chronicle of Higher Education. Among 
the grants and awards he has earned are a 
Kent Fellowship from the National Council 
on Religion in Higher Education and the 

Lindback Foundation Award for Distin-
guished Teaching. 

Amy Simms comes to Haverford as the new 
Public Relations Associate. Amy graduated 
from Bucknell University in 1986, and has 
done further study at both Bryn Mawr and 
Vassar colleges. She most recently worked as 
the public relations director for Sarah Hull 
Hallock Library in New York. Previously, 
she served as a contributing writer for Buck-
nell Worlch Bucknell University's alumni 
magazine, and as a reporter/editor for the 
Lewisburg, PA, Lewisburg Daily Journal and 
The Milton Standard. As Public Relations 
Associate, Amy will assist the Director with 
media relations, story concepts, writing and 
production of the Haverford  Newsletter, and 
organization of the annual Andrew Silk Jour-
nalism Panel. 

Mary Wilson has retired as Central Services 
Supervisor after serving 11 years in this 
capacity and over 25 years at the College. 
She began as a part-time secretary for the late 
Professor Howard Teaf in the Economics 
Department, then later moved to the English 
Department, Psychological Services, and the 
President's Office. As Supervisor of Central 
Services, she coordinated all major on-cam-
pus duplication and printing projects. She 
has said that of all the aspects of Haverford 
she loved, it was the students who kept her 
young and happy, and she will miss them 
most. 

Jonathan Marr, and Assistant Professor of 
Computer Science Jeffrey Tecosky-Feldman, 
were awarded an Excellence in Education 
grant from the James L. Knight Foundation. 
The four will use the grant to support a sum-
mer workshop for middle-school science and 
mathematics professors.... T. Wistar Brown 
Professor of Philosophy Lucius Outlaw has 
been selected an American Council of 
Learned Societies Fellow for the 1995-96 aca-
demic year.... Professor of Biology Judith 
Owen has been awarded a National Science 
Foundation supplemental grant for the pro-
ject entitled "FAW: Memory in the IgM 
Response to Flourescein."... Professor of 
Physics and Computational Science Lyle 

Roelofs has co-authored with Robert Ehrlich, 
Ron Stoner, and Jarek Tuszynski a book with 
accompanying computer programs entitled 
"Electricity and Magnetism Simulations," 
published in November 1994 by Wiley.... 
Professor of Biology Melvin Santer received 
supplemental support from the National Sci-
ence Foundation for a project entitled "Ribo-
somal RNA Mutations and Ribosome Func-
tion."... Professor of Classics Joseph Russo 
delivered a lecture entitled "Oralita poetica e 
oralita prosastica: generi letterari e materiali 
comparativi nella cultura greca" at the Uni-
versity of Urbino, Italy, on March 9; from 
March 13-16 he participated in the Universi-
ty of Rome's Classical Philology Seminar.... 

Professor of History Susan Stuard has been 
elected to the Board of the Medieval Acade-
my of America.... Professor of Fine Arts 
William Williams contributed an essay on 
African-American landscape photography in 
the nineteenth century for a catalog of con-
temporary landscape photographs, Spirit of 
the Earth Echoes of Light, by two African-
American photographers. He also wrote the 
catalog essay for Signs and Symbols, published 
by the United States Information Agency for 
the Brandywine Print Workshop. In addi-
tion, Williams was one of 29 photographers 
selected to exhibit work in Pennsylvania Pho-
tographers 9 at the Allentown (PA) Art Muse-
um (February 2-April 9, 1995). 
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Pictured at the 1995 Teacher-As-Coach Seminar hosted at Haverford are (left to right) Dan Dougherty, Ann Koger, Ed 
Molush, and Greg Kannerstein 63. 

AT HAVERFORD 

TEACHER-AS-COACH SEMINAR 

by Greg Kannerstein '63, 
Director of Athletics and 
Associate Dean of the College 

TWENTY-SEVEN INDEPENDENT 
school teacher/coaches from all over 

the country gathered at Haverford College 
January 8-10 for the third annual Teacher-
as-Coach Seminar. The seminar was co-
directed by William Kashatus, teacher of 
Religious Studies at William Penn Charter 
School in Philadelphia and former Assis-
tant Coach of Soccer and Baseball at 
Haverford, and Greg Kannerstein '63, 
Haverford Associate Dean and Director of 
Athletics. 

The seminar had been given elsewhere in 
two previous years but seems to have found 
a permanent home on the Haverford cam-
pus. It was conceived by Kashatus and 
David Mallery '45, former Director of the 
Friends' Council on Education. 

Attendees participated in three days of  

presentations and discussions on the role of 
the teacher/coach and on various aspects of 
sports in high schools, colleges and society. 
The participants came from 11 outside 
states (and as far away as California) as well 
as from such Philadelphia-area schools as 
Westtown, Penn Charter, Friends Select, 
Woodlynde and Sanford (DE). One Haver-
ford graduate, Tony Szymendera '85, for-
mer baseball captain here and now Head 
Baseball Coach, English Teacher, and head 
of the Upper School at St. Christopher's 
School in Richmond, VA, was among the 
participants. 

David Mallery, now a consultant for the 
National Association of Independent 

Schools, helped the group reflect in an 
introductory session on why they went into 
teaching and coaching, and on their inspira-
tional experiences and valuable lessons 
gained through coaching. He asked the 
teachers to select an athlete they currently 
coach and write down their goals and aspira- 

tions for that student—socially, academical-
ly and otherwise. He asked such questions 
as: "Where will that student be and what 
will he/she be doing in eight months or five 
years?"; "If you meet this athlete in an air-
port totally by surprise 20 years from now, 
what will the conversation be like?" 

Other Haverfordians involved included 
Ed Zubrow '74 and Head Men's Soccer 
Coach Joe Amorim, who conducted a ses-
sion on college recruiting. Dave Felsen '66, 
headmaster of Friends Central School, and 
Della Micah, Upper School Principal at 
Germantown Friends School, presented 
aspects of community service by student-
athletes at independent schools and those 

schools' relationship to their 
surrounding community. 
Ann Koger, Head Coach of 
Volleyball and Tennis at 
Haverford, and Ed Molush, 
Haverford Head Baseball 
Coach and former Triple-A 
pitcher, joined highly suc-
cessful Episcopal Academy 
Boys' Basketball Coach Dan 
Dougherty in a panel on 
coaching and the coach as 
role-model. Haverford grad 
and all-time great pitcher 
Chaon Garland '93 and star 
Princeton swimmer Grace 
Cornelius spoke on experi-
ences of the "elite" athlete in 
today's world. Other ses-
sions focused on the press 
(with Main Line Times 
sports editor Bobbi Cabrey-
Morgan and Philadelphia 
Daily News high-school 
sports expert Ted Silary), 
liability (with national con-
sultant Dick Borkowski, for-
mer Athletic Director at 
Episcopal Academy), and 
officiating (with partici-
pants role-playing referees, 

players, fans and parents!). 
The conference was one of the first to 

utilize Haverford College's John C. White-
head Campus Center, officially opened in 
October 1993. The Teacher-As-Coach sem-
inar likely will return to Haverford with a 
somewhat different format in January 1996. 
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SPRING SPORTS 

Top left: Anne Kennerdine '95 leads a pack of runners at the Haverford Invitational track meet, which 
both the men's and women's host teams won. Top right: Wakengo Mahaniah '96 and Brian Snyder '95 
approach the finish of a 400-meter heat at the Haverford Invitational. Wakengo and nine of his teammates 
earned a trip to the Division III National Outdoor Track and Field Championships. Above: Women's ten-
nis teammates Chrissy Gutierrez '96, Stephanie Hou '98, Kate Maggiotto 97 and Debi Garlin 96 helped 
their squad to a season record of 11-6 Above right: Jeff Jolon '97 and the rest of Havolbrd's men's lacrosse 
team finished a disappointing 6-9, but beat Swarthmore in a dramatic game. Right: Tim Hanrahan '95 
earns a high-five after scoring a run for the baseball team during one of its 10 wins. 



William Bacon Evans 

AT HAVERFORD 

A FACE FROM THE PAST: WILLIAM BACON EVANS AT HAVERFORD 

by Anne Firor Scott 

IDON'T KNOW MUCH ABOUT WHAT 
 went before or what came after—possibly 

various Haverfordians can fill in some of the 
gaps—but our family will not soon forget 
the amiable Quaker who lived in our attic 
for three years (1955-58.) He left his mark 
on parents and children alike. 

It all began sometime in 1955 when a 
Haverford student living in our attic on 
Railroad Avenue left rather abruptly and we 
found ourselves hard pressed to pay the rent. 
Just as we were pondering ways and means, 
the doorbell rang. There on the step was an 
ancient (so he seemed to us then) Quaker in 
plain dress, wearing a cherubic smile. "How 
does thee do?" he inquired. "I have come to 
live with thee." 

There were four of us, including two 
small children and another on the way, and 
one bathroom. Furthermore he looked a bit 
frail for climbing to the third floor. But none 
of this deterred him He moved in, bring-
ing—maybe—two suitcases, and asked if he 
might keep milk and ice-cream in the refrig-
erator. So far as we ever saw, that, along with 
oranges and cookies, made up his diet. 

Each day he walked to the College library 
to work on a book which he had, as far as we 
could tell, been writing for ages. Punctually at 
5:00 he came home with a somewhat baffled 
student or two in tow whom he took to his 
attic haven for tea and cookies. Probably he 
made tea on a strictly illegal hot plate; I never 
inquired. He had, we heard, given away his 
inheritance so that he could not be taxed to 
support immoral wars. 

In 1956 we drew a campus house in the 
College lottery, and prepared to move. I 
tried to break the news gently: "Bacon 
Evans, we are so lucky, we can move to cam-
pus."... (I didn't say, though I might have, 
that the change from $125 monthly rent to 
$45 would be a magnificent boon.) "Ah," he 
said tranquilly. "I will go with thee." 

And so he did. To another attic, but this 
time one with the luxury of two rooms and 
his own bathroom. By now our eldest was at 
Haverford Friends, and he fell into the habit 
of walking with her to school, giving botany 
lessons along the way. Even the younger 
children can remember his nature walks 
with them. 

Then there was the day he watched my 
husband working very hard to chop down a 
dead tree. Next day Bacon Evans arrived 
bearing a most beautiful double bitted axe. 
"Thee is a good axeman," he told my star-
tled spouse as he proffered the gift. The axe 
is with us yet, and still serves us well. 

And there were his pithy observations: 
Now and then I would remark how I was 
just too busy. "Thee has all the time there is, 
my dear," he would always reply. Or, when 
one of us complained about the weather: "It 
is a nice day of its kind." These aphorisms 
have remained part of our family lore. 

He had an unusual sense of humor. To 
earn a little tax free spending money he 
made beautiful place mats of leaves and 
flowers pressed into transparent paper. 
These he took to the sidewalk by the Penn 
Fruit market, and, in order to attract the 
attention of busy shoppers, he affixed a trick 
arrow to his Quaker headgear giving the 
appearance of being shot through the head. 
He certainly did attract attention and vari-
ous weighty Friends debated what to do  

about such a juvenile 
performance by one of 
their own. They never 
figured out what to do 
about him; Bacon Evans 
was not disturbed and 
the arrow did not vanish. 

In 1958, when we left 
Haverford to move to 
North Carolina, Bacon 
Evans gave us a farewell 
present: a book called 
Sonnets for Lovers and 
Lovers of Sonnets. Son-
nets of his own composi-
tion alternated with 
those of Keats, Shelley, 
Shakespeare and the like. 
Published I believe at his 
own expense. Just 
recently I have discov-
ered that this was not his 
first book of poetry. In 
the 1940 Partisan Review 
I came across Randall 
Jarrell's review of some 
books of poetry. The 
first paragraph was about 
a book called Chorus of 

Bird Voices, Sonnets, Battle-Lore, Unconven-
tional Verse, etc. by William Bacon Evans. 
The reviewer wrote: 

"Mr. Evan's title is almost enough of a 
review for his book. While ailing in Syria, he 
wrote a song for every species of North 
American bird (I am no ornithologist, but 
there can The any more of the damn things); 
it has seldom been better done. This is poet-
ry which instructs its writer and entertains 
its reader (the functions of poetry, I have 
read); a missionary could hardly be more 
harmlessly employed. Mr. Evans is an ami-
able, unpretentious, and tolerant person—
he apparently dislikes nothing but ciga-
rettes—and won my heart immediately; 
more than I can say for most of the poets 
whom I am reviewing. But then, Mr. Evans 
is no poet." 

So all these years later I learn that Bacon 
Evans had been a missionary. And as for the 
characterization, it could hardly be more apt. 

One more episode. In 1961 I chanced to 
meet in Germany a young Quaker who was 
reminiscing about a trip made in the '50s to 
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LETTERS 

Pre-Met Memories 
Dear Editor: 

I enjoyed reading Matt Fitzgerald's Win-
ter '95 article on the Pre-Meteorology Unit 
at Haverford, 1943-44. Felix Morley got me 
in that same C-level Program, though I was 
sent to the University of Virginia. Nonethe-
less, I could scarcely have been described as 
part of an "elite bunch of scientifically-and 
mathematically-inclined students." I was an 
English major at Haverford and had never 
had a physics or vector mechanics course in 
my life. Still, the experience was most posi-
tive and rewarding for me also, and three 
lifelong friendships developed from my 
acquaintances at The University. One (part-
ly because of my urging) attended Haver-
ford after the war—Tom Crolius '49, who 
starred in basketball and tennis. I see Tom, 
who lives in Westport, CT, reasonably 
often. 

Carry On, 
Tristram P. Coffin '43 

That's Ashbrook, No "e" 
Dear Editor: 

HAVERFORD made a serious, if under-
standable, mistake in the Winter 1995 issue 
by referring in the Class News to "Art Ash-
brooke" of 1941. The real member of that 
great class is "Art Ashbrook," a happy chap 
often accused of not knowing what's going on 
in the cruel, outside, Malthusian world. "Art 
Ashbrooke," on the other hand, is a member 
of the distinctly different, aristocratic branch 
of the family, which was graciously permitted 
to add an "e" to the name by Henry V after 
the battle of Agincourt; in that famous battle, 
Roger de Ashbrook had slaughtered ten 
French knights using a bludgeon shaped like a 
cricket bat. His descendant, "Art with the 'e," 
graduated from Swarthmore in 1947, has  

spent most of his life as a flaneur in Paris, and 
is even rumored to have had a hand in the 
recent collapse of the Barings financial empire. 
I trust you will reprint this correction in the 
next issue of HAVERFORD. 

Sincerely, 
Art Ashbrook '41 

A Fair Shake for Quakers 
Dear Editor: 

Recent treatment of the principle of non-
violence in the Alumni Magazine demon-
strates a basic disrespect toward Quakerism. I 
have noticed a pattern of devoting an inordi-
nate amount of attention to the subject of 
alumni who reject the principle of nonvio-
lence. The one-sided treatment of the choice 
to allow a military unit at Haverford in 
"Fatigues on Founders Green" last issue is 
only the latest example. An article on Quaker 
WW II Navy veterans and a profile of 
Stephen Collett '68 (Fall 1994 issue) were 
written in a similar vein. The first two sen-
tences in Collett's profile—"Not all Quakers 
avoid conflict. In fact some even seek it 
out."—equate nonviolence with avoiding 
conflict, and by inference label Quakers cow-
ards. The most basic knowledge of Quaker 
history tells us the opposite is true. Nonvio-
lence gave courage to those killed fighting 
against religious intolerance, wars, slavery, 
and racism. Nonviolence, far from being a 
cause of inaction, was the inspirational force 
behind their struggle. 

For the Alumni Magazine to regularly 
claim to represent the "Quaker tradition" 
and in the next breath criticize a major tenet 
of Quakerism without even providing bal-
anced treatment of the issue is unacceptable. 
I have no problem with the choice to criti-
cize pacifism per se, but only if you realize 
that by doing so you are rejecting Quaker  

practice and as a result the authority to 
speak for their church. I propose a choice: 
either continue to make Quakerism an 
important subject in the Alumni Magazine, 
if you are also willing to make a serious com-
mitment to respecting the history of the 
Society of Friends and its principles prac-
ticed today, or acknowledge that Haverford 
is primarily focused on being a prestigious 
school, with all the contradictions that 
implies, and stop using "Quaker tradition" 
to take the moral high ground when "liberal 
tradition" would be more accurate. 

Sincerely, 
Solomon Rodd '93 

Let's See More Sports 
Dear Editor: 

As the parent of a Haverford sophomore, 
with little prior knowledge of the College, I 
have enjoyed reading the Alumni Magazine 
and find it to be an informative medium 
which provides a variety of windows into the 
past and current life at Haverford. 

Also as a sports fan I was pleasantly sur-
prised to find and read the Sports Roundup 
column by Michael Manning '94 in the 
Winter 1995 issue. I find my own school 
and college alumni magazines devote some 
space to covering seasonal sporting results 
and feel this is another way to keep up with 
the events on campus and add flavor to the 
publication. 

Athletics can be an integral part of the 
college experience and I hope you will con-
sider, if you have not, making this column a 
mainstay of future issues. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Thomas C. Werbe 
Parent of Elizabeth F. Werbe '97 

the United States. He spoke of the beautiful 
campus of Haverford College. "It's a lovely 
place," he said, "and the strangest thing hap-
pened: an old Quaker gentleman met me on 
campus and took me back to his room for tea!" 

I trust that St. Peter has somehow 
arranged for Bacon Evans to have tea and 
cookies—and perhaps his poetry too. 

William Bacon Evans lived from 1875 to 
1964 and was a graduate of Westtown School. 
He was active in Quaker concerns throughout 
his life, serving at one time as Clerk of Philadel-
phia Yearly Meeting. He made his living pri-
marily through teaching, but never held a post 
at the College. His "Dictionary of Quaker 
Biography," compiled during the last decades of  

his life and never published, is nevertheless a 
heavily used resource by researchers. Anne Firor 
Scott was Lecturer in History at the College 
during the 1957-58 academic year and is now 
a faculty member at the University of North 
Carolina—Chapel Hill. Her husband, 
Andrew MacKay Scott, was Assistant Professor 
of Political Science from 1954 to 1958. 
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AT HAVERFORD/CAMPAIGN CELEBRATION 

T N MAY, THE COLLEGE HOSTED A 
1 pair of events to celebrate the successful 
completion of "A Critical Balance: The 
Campaign for Haverford." On Friday, May 
5, a special thank-you dinner took place in 
Founders Great Hall and was attended by 
more than 300 faculty, alumni, administra-
tors and friends. 

The following morning, the celebration 
continued with a special academic convoca-
tion in Roberts Hall. Honorary degrees in the 
fields of education, law, science, philanthropy 
and international development were present-
ed in gratitude to nine individuals who have 
made extraordinary efforts in support of 
Haverford. The honorees were Jackson H. 
Bailey, Senior Research Professor of History 
and Director of the Center for Educational 
Media at Earlham College in Richmond, 
Indiana; David Mallery '45, Director of Pro-
fessional Development for the National Asso-
ciation of Independent Schools and Program 
Director for the Friends Council on Educa-
tion; Hanna Holborn Gray, the Harry Pratt 
Judson Distinguished Service Professor of 
History and former President at the Universi-
ty of Chicago, and Chair of the Bryn Mawr 
College Board of Trustees; John B. Jones, Jr., 

Andrew Madar '97 leads 300 special guests to 
Founders Great Hall (top) for a celebration of the 
college's successful completion of its 5 yearfimd-rais-
ing campaign. John C Whitehead '43 with his wife 
Nancy Dickerson (above). 

former Partner in the law firm of Covington 
& Burling, former Chair of the Board of 
Managers and President of the Corporation of 

Haverford College; Marian Elliott Koshland, 
Professor in the Division of Immunology, 
Department of Molecular and Cell Biology, at 
the University of California, Berkeley, and a 
member of the National Advisory Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases Council; Daniel E. 
Koshland, Jr., Professor of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, and Editor of Science maga-
zine; B. Gerald Cantor, founder and chair-
man of the Board of Cantor Fitzgerald, Inc.; 
and Alexander C. Tomlinson '43, founder 
and former Director of the Center for Privati-
zation, President, CEO and Director of the 
Hungarian-American Enterprise Fund, and 
former Chairman of the Executive Commit-
tee and Director of The First Boston Corpo-
ration. 

The cause for such festivities was the sum 
of $80 million raised by "A Critical Balance" 
through its five-year duration, thanks to the 
generosity of more than 11,500 donors, 
including 75% of the alumni body. The orig-
inal goal of $75 million was thus met and 
surpassed, making Haverford, as President 
Tom Kessinger '63/'65 has put it, "a much 
stronger institution than it was 10 years ago." 
Indeed, that is reason to celebrate! 
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Top left: Marian Elliott Koshland 
talking to (l-r) Mary Ellen Klock Reno 
(BMC '56), Ronnie Reno '54 and Bill 

Kaye '54. 
Top right: The candidates for Honorary 
Degrees and their faculty presenters. 
Middle: Friend of the College Jackson 
Bailey receiving his honorary doctorate 

of humane letters. 
Bottom: The Academic Procession 
entering Marshall Auditorium. 
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AT HAVERFORD/ALUMNI WEEKEND 

Top right: Art Ashbrook '41 and 

Chuck Perry '36 deep in discussion. 

Below: The Class of 1980 taking part 

in the first annual Parade of Classes. 

Bottom LO; Alumni Association 

award winners (l-r) Robert Swift '68, 

Stan Murphy '70, Robert Read '55, 

Sydney "Skip" West 77, Steve Cary 

37 and Charles "Chud" Wolfinger '40 

with President Tom Kessinger '631'65. 

Bottom Right: Well-known artist 

Clark Hulings '45 and his wife, 

Mary, with one of his paintings on 

exhibit in the Cantor Fitzgerald 
Gallery. 
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Top: Alumni sing all the most 
popular of Haverford's three 
alma maters at the Alumni Con-
vocation and Awards Ceremony. 
Above: Looking over old photos 
on the walls of Ryan Gymnasi-
um are Robert Falwell '41 and 
Kathleen Pokstefl Falwell. 

PEOPLE COME TO ALUMNI Week-
end for a blend of old and new—to 

see old friends, to renew old bonds and 
haunts, and to find what has changed. 
More than 700 Haverford alumni, fam-
ily and friends did precisely these things 
and more May 26-28. Graduating 
classes representing every fifth year 
from 1925 to 1990 were on hand for a 
plethora of events, some traditional and 
others unique to this occasion. Among 
the events on the former side were the 
softball rivalries, class dinners, tours of 
campus, and the parade to Roberts Hall 
(featuring the decidedly new All-Kazoo 
Alumni Band). Other happenings 
included a premier performance of Pro-
fessor of Music John Davison's '51 
String Quartet No. 2, a presentation by 
Lambda, the Haverford network of gay, 
lesbian and bisexual alumni, entitled 
"Gay at Haverford Before 1970," and a 
faculty discussion by Assistant Professor 
of Biology Lois Banta on the social 
implications of predictive genetic test-
ing. The convocation honored several 
alumni for distinguished service to the 
College. Robert Swift '68 received The 
Lawrence Forman '60 Award. While at 
Haverford, Robert excelled in athletics  

and continues to put Haverford ideals 
to work to better society. The Alumni 
Award, the most distinguished award 
given by the Association, was received 
by Charles "Chud" Wolfinger '40 who 
has given unstintingly of himself in 
helping the College. Sidney "Skip" 
West's '77 active engagement in activi-
ties promoting and enhancing the 
career development of Haverford and 
Bryn Mawr students and alumni was 
recognized by his receiving The 
William E. Sheppard Award. Stanley J. 
Murphy '70 was the Archibald Macin-
tosh Award Winner for his many years 
of aid to the admission office by inter-
viewing and talking up the College 
with students in Alabama. Robert E. 
Read '55 was given The Charles Perry 
Award for sustained service to the Col-
lege in fund raising. Stephen G. Cary 
'37 was awarded The Haverford Award 
for his lifetime of service and concern 
for those not only a part of the Haver-
ford community but of the Friends 
community. 

And then there was a little dancing, 
some eating, a drink or two, a few 
laughs and a few tears, because some 
things never change. 
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AT HAVERFORD/FACULTY PROFILE 

SARA SHUMER by Claudia Burke95 

S 
ARA SHUMER ARRIVED AT 
the University of California—
Berkeley in the early '60s, when 
American students were begin-
ning to challenge poverty and 
racial discrimination, to seek 
student empowerment, and, 

somewhat later, to oppose the war in Viet-
nam. "I spent about half my time in the 
streets and half my time in class," she 
recalls, plus "a little bit of time in court or 
in jail—it was an exciting time." Inspired by 
the emerging possibilities for collective 
action, Shumer shaped her study of political 
science to fit the times. She originally chose 
to do a study of political action in a civil 
rights organization, Student Non-violent 
Coordinating Committee, and spent several 

months working with the group in Missis-
sippi. However, by the latter half of the 
'60s, S.N.C.C. had moved to embrace the 
Black Power philosophy and to expel the 
white volunteers, especially from positions 
of leadership. Shumer abandoned her study 
of S.N.C.C. because, she says, "it seemed a 
misuse of S.N.C.C. for a white person to do 
a study which would in fact analyze the end 
of what had been a strong coalition." 

The dissertation began to take on new 
forms, as they have a way of doing, and the 
finished product became an exploration of 
various forms of political action, inspired in 
part by the work of Hannah Arendt. 
Shumer discovered Arendt in graduate 
school and has been intrigued ever since 
with her theory of politics as an ennobling,  

moral pursuit. Shumer's fascination with 
possibilities for change through collective 
action did not die with the sixties, however; 
instead, she brought it cross-country. 

Shumer came to Haverford for the best 
of reasons. "I wanted to teach at a small lib-
eral arts college," she says, "where teaching 
was the focus of one's work and one's life. I 
did not come to it because it was on the east 
coast and I have had daydreams ever since of 
moving it [Haverford] to Berkeley." She 
must have found what she was looking for, 
though, because she has stayed for nearly 
twenty-eight years and witnessed great 
change along the way. When Shumer 
arrived, Haverford was all male, and experi-
enced some limitations related to these 
demographics. But since the move to coedu- 
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cation, Shumer has seen important changes 
take place in the curriculum, student ser-
vices, and athletics, but most important, she 
says, "what we teach and how we teach has 
changed...we certainly did not have feminist 
and gender studies before." The Political 
Science Department itself has changed with 
the times. In addition to adding a Latin 
Americanist and a specialist in urban and 
minority politics to the faculty, Shumer 
notes, "we have branched out into more 
courses that are public-policy oriented; I 
suppose my brand of political theory always 
had a contemporary political analysis com-
ponent and it has become more concerned 
with what drew me to theory to begin with, 
which was the critical edge and insight that 
theory provides." 

Teaching students to understand theory 
as a means for action has been the focus of 
Shumer's work. "It's most exciting," she 
says, "when the students themselves are 
politically motivated. What I get excited 
about is not necessarily the brightest stu-
dent but rather the student who has fire in 
the belly, who is really powerfully motivat-
ed to understand the political system: where 
the possibilities for action lie, where the 
possibilities for change lie in moving some-
where closer to a just and humane United 
States." One imagines Shumer's political 
theory classes as a pleasant escape from dry 
theory into the realm of possibility and 
practical application. 

Nevertheless, she laments that times 
have changed. Since the Reagan administra-
tion, the contemporary political climate has 
not been as conducive to this approach as it 
once was. "Ronald Reagan tried very hard 
to reassure us that we could go to sleep 
politically and to some extent that hap-
pened," Shumer notes. "I think that fire in 
the belly, that passionate interest in politics, 
has cooled. The fire ain't quite so strong in 
so many students." Having had great hopes 
that Clinton might rekindle that fire, 

"One imagines Shumer's 
political theory classes as a 
pleasant escape from dry 
theory into the realm of 
possibility and practical 

application." 

Shumer has since been disappointed. She 
fears that Clinton may have created even 
more cynicism, with his failure to follow 
through on many of his initiatives, a cyni-
cism that is now circulating even more 
freely among American students. 

Not one to worry, Shumer continues to 
devote herself, both inside and outside the 
classroom, to possibilities of political 
action. She is currently studying the politi-
cal theories of an eighteenth-century activist 
whose ideas promise some new routes to 
collective action. William Manning, a 
farmer working in post-revolutionary 
America, devised an ingenious plan for cre-
ating and maintaining what we would call a 
national party. He saw his current govern-
ment and its fear of majority rule as elitist 
and inherently anti-democratic. Antitheti-
cal to the notions embodied in Madison's 
Federalist Papers, which praised the ability 
of competing factions to hold down the 
tyranny of the majority, Manning's propos-
als attempted a reconfiguration of American 
politics to include a powerful, democratic 
majority rule. The key to success for such a 
party would be the accurate and systematic 
dissemination of information in the form of 
newsletters from the national level to the 
states, to districts and finally to local com-
munities. From the bottom would flow 
back position papers and opinions. In this 
way, local groups would be able to hold 
candidates and congressmen accountable. 
Manning believed that this network of 
political communication was destined to 
empower the common man politically and 
thus reflect the workings of a true democra-
cy. His plan was worked out to the very last 
detail; he had effectively completed a total, 
eighteenth-century market and cost analy-
sis, allowing even the poorest farming com-
munities to afford one copy of the national 
newsletter. 

Shumer is struck by our government's 
current capacity to take on such a huge  

communications project, but she is never-
theless discouraged by our lack of political 
will. The Republican congress and indeed 
the American people remain unsure that 
they even want non-voting citizens to vote. 
Shumer reflects, "the suggestion that we 
organize people's ability to articulate their 
own issues is a real wild card for them. The 
electorate is so skewed to the upper half that 
it allows us to have the illusion that we have 
consensus and majority without hearing 
from half the population." But she contin-
ues to work with Manning's ideas in the 
hopes that they will help us form alternate 
routes to political action. 

In addition to her teaching and 
research, Shumer adds a third ball to the 
juggling act with what seems to be a contin-
uing engagement with Arendt's ideas. 
Though Arendt, writing from the '30s to 
the '70s, was not a feminist per se, Shumer 
is currently investigating the similarities 
between contemporary feminist political 
theory and Arendt's community-oriented 
theories. Shumer has been involved in femi-
nist issues within academia for quite some 
time. In 1983, she and several other Haver-
ford faculty members participated in a sym-
posium focusing on women's studies. 
Although a conference on the same subject 
today would no doubt generate different 
conclusions, the 1983 conference found 
that because patterns of behavior seem to be 
gender-specific, women should look beyond 
attaining just equality within the status quo 
toward redefining that world. This notion 
of gendered behavior lies at the root of 
Shumer's current work with Arendt. A fem-
inist reading of Arendt will, she hopes, add 
a new and gendered dimension to our 
understanding of alternative means of polit-
ical action. Once again, Shumer's focus on 
political theory holds great promise for cur-
rent political reform, and helps her students 
to see theory as a force that can and does 
inform our everyday political concerns. 
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OR MOST OF LAST SUMMER, I LISTENED TO VOICES 

on tape, voices of former students and of men and women 

who worked at the College during the past half century. For 

the last five years, a small group of interviewers, good listeners 

al1,1  have worked to enrich the College's historical record by 

taking down the reminiscences of faculty members, Physical 

Plant employees, Board members, past presidents, deans, and 

provosts. Some of these tapes have been transcribed, others 

have remained untouched, waiting for a listener. 

The tapes contain much anecdotal information, which, in 

its non-pejorative sense, is simply and purely interesting narra-

tive. There are many good stories, some very funny moments, 

and grist for the serious historian, because on these tapes is 

material that "fills in the cracks" in our written record. 

We learn from former president Gilbert White how he 

recruited new faculty and how he and board members raised 

money in the 1950s. James Brinkley tells us about the begin-

nings of the Staff Association and what it was like being a 

black janitor thirty years ago. Holland Hunter '43, a long-time 

member of the Economics Department, discusses the 

McCarthy period. Mary Esther Dasenbrock '45 gives an 

insider's view of the Relief & Reconstruction program and 

remembers how it was to be a woman student on the campus 

during the war. Only a short time before his death, William 

Cadbury, Jr. '31, chemistry professor and dean, told Roger 

Librarian 	
Lane about his very important work with American medical 

schools in the 1950s and also how the policy of self-scheduled 
of the College 	examinations came about after a student suicide in 1962. 

continued on next page 

I Interviewers have included: William Ambler, Edwin Bronner, Barbara 
Curtis, Robin Doan, Michael Freeman, Hogie Hansen, Roger Lane, Diana 
Peterson, and Carolyn Tolles. 

Former Haverford President Gilbert White (right). 

By 

Michael 

Freeman, 
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Maiy Hoxie Jones 
with Henry Cadbury 
03 in the 1950s. 
Today, Mary provides 
volunteer services for 
Magill Library's 
Special Collections. 

There is much that is personal in these interviews. 
Here is how Mary Hoxie Jones, who grew up on the 
campus, came to poetry. 

Allen Thomas lived around the corner from us, on 
College Lane. He was the Librarian. His daughter, 
Miriam Thomas, taught me at the Friends' School, 
and was very important in my life, because she 
started me on my interest in poetry. She had a class 
once a week, "Poetry Learning," and we memo-
rized poetry, mostly out of Poetry Every Child 
Should Know. We stood up in front of the class and 
recited long poems. Donald Baker2  and I were in 
the same class, and I think we both decided to 
learn "Horatius at the Bridge," and (laughter) 
"Lars Porsena of Clusium, By the nine gods he 
swore..."3  and I don't remember whether Donald 
did "The Wonderful One-Horse Shay,"4  but I 
did. Miriam Thomas really did a great deal in get-
ting me interested in poetry. 

There are also comments about educational phi-
losophy. Gilbert White, president from 1946-1955, 
reduced the size of the College's student body during 
his tenure. In his interview, some four decades after 
that important decision, he comments on his reasons 
for supporting such an action and why he felt it was 
important to the College. 

Four hundred and fifty (students) was optimum 
for the basic reason that it was possible for ordi-
nary folks to know that number of people, with 
whom they would be associated over a period of 
years, know them by name, and have some judg-
ment about their characteristics. It had been 
shown from some psychological studies that if 
individuals felt that it was possible for them to 
know other members of the group, then they made 
an effort to do so, and continued their effort... If 
you had somewhere around four hundred and 

fifty, people come to know them all. If you had a 
thousand, they would not know four hundred and 
fifty, they might know closer to two hundred... 
And I believed that Haverford had no obligation to 
serve more than the number of students whom it 
felt it could serve well and wisely... So, I undertook 
to cut down the number of students, from the time 
that I came, down to somewhere around four hun-
dred, four hundred and fifty, from about five sev-
enty-five, as I recall. And, at the same time, to try 
to double the endowment, because I thought by 
doing that, we would increase the number of facul-
ty, and would increase the salaries we could pay, 
and we could get the students (because) we had a 
better education, than by expansion. That was my 
whole aim during the period I was here.5  

In these tapes, there are differing views of com-
mon experiences. Those who were students at Haver-
ford always have something to say about the admis-
sions process. For Henry Scattergood '33, admission 
to the College was expected and routine: 

I didn't apply anywhere else, and I didn't think of 
applying anywhere else. My father had gone to 
Haverford and he wanted me to go there... Haver-
ford seemed a good place; I'd gone out there as a 
schoolboy and I was interested in the teams. I had 
all the athletic annuals and knew all the guys from 
the Garretts6 on through the twenties. I don't 
remember losing much sleep about whether or not 
I was going to be admitted. It was a no hassle, no 
stress situation, as far as I was concerned. 

But for Arthur Kane '36, admission was a trial. He 
was from Norristown High School and had "failed 
miserably" the College's entrance examination in May 
of 1932. In September, he decided to try again, so he 
went to Roberts Hall and sat through the test even as 
the football team was practicing on Walton Field. 

I handed (the exam) in to the official, and I imme-
diately got a tap on the shoulder from H. Tatnall 
Brown (Dean of the College and the Director of 
Athletics) who said he'd like to take me out to the 

2Donald G. Baker '26 
3  "Horatius At The Bridge," the poem by Thomas Babbington 

Macaulay (1800-1859). 
4  "The Wonderful One-Horse Shay," the poem by Oliver Wen-

dell Holmes (1809-1894). 
5  Enrollment at Haverford reached a high of 556 during the 

Fall semester of 1948. It stood at 465 during the Fall 
semester of 1955. 

6Probably a reference to Philip and Thomas Garrett, both 
members of the Class of 1925, and twin sons ofAlfi-ed 
Cope Garrett, Class of 1887, who was an outstanding 
football player. 
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football field to be introduced to a fellow named 
Geiges7, the head football coach. I had no idea 
whether I'd passed when I took my three exams, but 
I never heard anything more, so (laughter) I was in 
to Haverford. It was the fastest admission. I got 
suited up that afternoon. 

There were many pranks over the years (e.g., the 
Volkswagen on the porch of Founders, a wash tub 
placed on top of the flag pole, famous food and water 
fights), and some of what comes to us from the tapes 
may not be true. However, even the dubious stories are 
part of the folklore of the campus. Steve Cary '37 
relates one possibly apocryphal story about President 
William Wistar Comfort. 

He was sort of a revered figure, and we always used 
to make jokes about him. There was a celebrated 
story when the grandstand caught on fire, and Billy 
(President Comfort)...saw the fire and called the fire 
company, but thought maybe the boys could help 
with some water buckets. So, he called up center 
Barclay, and the phone rang, and people started 
screaming, "Rhinie," because freshmen were sup-
posed to answer the phone. Some bedraggled fresh-
man, who'd been had about fifty times already, 
answered the phone, and this voice said: "Hello, 
this is President Comfort and the grandstand's on 
fire." This guy said, "Yeah, well, I'm President Roo-
sevelt and you can go to Hell." 

Speaking of possible apocrypha, sometimes the 
interviews have cleared up long-standing mysteries or 
stubborn rumors. Take, for example, the persistent 
myth that the library has a splendid collection of eroti-
ca, supposedly given by William Pyle Philips '02 (who 
donated the great Shakespeare/Renaissance collection) 
and kept by the Librarian out of the hands of under- 

Above: Mary Esther 
Dasenbrock Rol? '45 with 
her husband J. Henry 
Dasenbrock, at home in 
Haverford a few years ago. 

Left: Steve Cary 37 chats 
with students before the 
front steps of Founders 

1 Hall. Steve is Emeritus 
g Vice-President andfirmer 
0, Acting President of the 

College. 
0 

Elwood Geiges served as football coach from 1930 to 1933. 
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Emeritus Professor of 
Economics Holland 
Hunter '43. 

El, graduates. President Gilbert 
2° White provides first-hand 

information in his inter- 
EE view. The collection of erot-

ica did exist; he saw the 
books himself in Mr. 
Philips' New York apart-
ment, and even "thumbed 
through the volumes," but 
the College never did get 
the collection. No doubt, 
some collector of that genre 
did. 

In the interviews of facul-
ty members, we get the 
sense of a changing campus 
and curriculum. Louis 
Green, a new instructor in 
astronomy in the early 
1940s, remembers listening 
to his senior colleague in the 
next classroom use the heat-
ing of cannonballs, instead 
of a more modern example, 
to illustrate a scientific prin-
ciple. When he arrived, the 
faculty "played bridge in 
tuxedos," and there were 
both gentility and order on 

the campus. Marcel Gutwirth (professor of French), 
came in 1948 to a campus much different from the 
one we know today. The students were Republican 
and "drove cars that were far superior to those of the 
faculty." He describes the College of 1948 this way: 

tion against old fogies. Another aspect of this is that 
faculty members who came from large soulless uni-
versities tended to have sort of a "we-they" attitude. 
I won't say that's wrong, but for someone like me, 
an alumnus, and a loyal alumnus, I tended to think 
from the College's point of view, and I didn't feel 
that I was being exploited by Roberts Hall. I 
thought: this is my College, and these problems 
ought to be worked out together. From some points 
of view, that's sort of a flabby attitude, but that's the 
way people like me felt. 

Coeducation was the big issue during the 1970s. 
Many of those we interviewed commented on this sub-
ject, and, as one would expect, the opinions on policies 
and personalities of the period and also on the out-
come are quite varied. J. Howard Marshall '26 dis-
cussed coeducation in his interview in 1990. He was a 
member of the Board of Managers when the issue was 
debated on campus. 

Coeducation? We wouldn't be alive today if we 
hadn't done it. If you want just brutal financial 
terms,...you can't rule out half of the population 
composed of women, who are just as good as we are, 
and pay your bills. There is a thing called the divi-
sor, and every businessman knows it. And it isn't a 
very complicated thing. If you divide your overhead 
into the number of people paying the bill, it's not 
complicated and it's not immoral. It's none of those 
things. It's one of those rules of life; and unless we 
become co-educational, unless we can write the 
checks, this place will not survive. It's just as right 
today as it was then. Thank the Lord that we made 
the decision, as difficult as it was to many of my 
friends. 

It was essentially a nineteenth-century academy for 
Quaker gentlemen,...a closed world and a sweet 
one...so beautiful in its setting ("picturesque") and 
so gentle in the way people treated one another, 
which won me over right away, but intellectually 
and academically the place was very backward. 
Those were the Gilbert White years, and Gilbert set 
to with a vengeance yanking the College into the 
twentieth century. 

Both Green and Gutwirth as well as several other 
speakers contrast the innocence of the late 1940s with 
roiling controversies of the 1960s. They comment on 
the political protests, the debates about the recruitment 
of minorities, and the changes in faculty/student rela-
tionships. Some comments about the 1960s are quite 
personal, such as the following one by economist Hol-
land Hunter '43. 

The atmosphere of society at large in the 1960s got 
very turbulent. The kids were conducting a revolu- 

Did coeducation affect the relationship with Bryn 
Mawr? Here is the way Ben Loewenstein '34, member 
of the Board of Managers during the 1970s and 1980s, 
spoke about this important issue: 

(Coeducation) certainly troubled the Bryn Mawr 
Board, but by talking about it for some years, by 
pointing out how we hoped to do it, and how we 
wouldn't let it interfere with our cooperation, and 
how we would very carefully monitor our admis-
sions process, I think it all helped and Bryn Mawr 
discovered, within a couple of years, that it didn't 
hurt them. 

If I had to list some of the finest moments on these 
tapes, the following would be on my list: 

1. William Cadbury describing the post-baccalau-
reate program, 1964-1972, which was so important in 
attracting African-American students to the campus. 

2. James Brinkley describing the people 
(like Lou Coursey) and buildings on the cam- 
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Emeritus Professor of 
Astronomy Louis Green. 

pus during the 1950s. 
3. Marcel Gutwirth talking about the 

Humanities course in the early 1950s and rela-
tions between Bryn Mawr and Haverford 
from the 1950s through the 1980s. 

4. Holland Hunter commenting on ethnic 
diversity. 

5. Steve Cary '37, former Acting President, 
presenting an insider's view of the administra-
tion during the 1960s and 1970s. 

6. Camillo Porreca on maintaining the 
campus with meager resources in the 1960s 
and 1970s. 

7. Richard Bernstein on the development 
of the Philosophy Department since the 
1960s. 

8. Gilbert White on changing the College 
in the late 1940s. 

These tapes supplement the Library's 
archive of printed and manuscript sources. 
They capture some small part of the historical 
record, one that evaporates instantly as tele-
phone conversations end and email messages 
are deleted. These are personal statements 
from people whose memory sometimes falters, 
but as personal statements they also have feel-
ing and presence. For a few precious seconds, 
we stand with them as they find the words to 
describe something from the past. Arthur 
Kane '36, who died in 1990, spoke long and 
lovingly about his association with the College 
over five decades. His description of his only  

touchdown is a treasure: 

My father, who was a devoted parent, was very close 
to me, and I loved him dearly, and we did an awful 
lot of things together. And he used to go out as 
fathers do, and he had a camera. I was captain of the 
football team and we won 26-20 against Hamilton. 
Bill Tiernan was the quarterback. He passed the ball 
to me and I went around the left end, and he 
blocked the left end out of the picture, just a beauti-
ful block, and I sailed on for about 65 yards to my 
one and only touchdown in my career.8  Not at 
Haverford but anywhere. I was shocked. I was out 
in the open, and here was my father with this cam-
era, you know, following this stranger down the 
field, and caught all of it. And then after it was all 
over he went over to the bench and said, "Who did 
that?" And so he caught me (laughter). I'm always 
tempted to go upstairs, but I've resisted, to go 
upstairs and find that old film and bring it out and 
relish it. 

The tapes are now part of Special Collections in 
Magill Library. The collection grows slowly, not for a 
lack of good subjects, but because good oral history 
requires many hours of preparation and research, and 
transcribing the tapes is both difficult and time con-
suming. 

Please do come and listen. 

8The game against Hamilton College was held on 9 November 
1935 and the score was 27-20. It was Haverford's only 
home victory that season. According to the 1936 Record, 
Kane ran 78 yards for his touchdown. 
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Meet the New Management: 

1:11r,:anges 
• 

in Haverford's Economics Department 
by Matt Fitzgerald '93 

CCORDING TO PROFESSOR OF ASTRONOMY AND FORMER PROVOST 
Bruce Partridge, 1991 was one of the more difficult years faced by Haverford's Eco- 
nomics Department. "Of the four persons in the department a few years earlier," he 
explains, "three left over a short period of time, two of them rather unexpectedly. 
We had already mounted a search in 1990-91 to expand the department by one per-
son, and that search failed." The one remaining senior professor, Vernon Dixon, was 
on sabbatical in Germany, and of the five professors who 
did teach, three were one-year visiting appointments, while 
the other two, though both superb, had only 6 years com-
bined experience at Haverford. Partridge himself served as 
Acting Chair and, as he admits, "Any time you have an 
astronomer as acting Chair of an Economics Department, 
the situation is not ideal. My main role was to maintain fac-
ulty morale and supervise a search for two new members of 
the department." 

Naturally, this departmental instability affected stu-
dents, who reacted by looking elsewhere, primarily to Bryn 
Mawr, for the courses they could no longer find or fit into 
within the depleted department at Haverford. Among 
Haverford students in the Class of 1991 who majored in 
economics, nine chose to do so at Bryn Mawr and only 11 
at Haverford, whereas the corresponding numbers from the 
previous Class had been two and 21. Former economics 
major John Bower '93 recalls, "There was definitely a sense of anxiety for a while, 
simply because we needed professors, but we never felt impending doom. Mostly the 
shift to Bryn Mawr was logistical, rather than an attempt to flee Haverford like some 
sinking ship." Other economics majors, such as Matt McNamara '93, chose to study 
abroad for a year, hoping to return and find the dust somewhat settled. Partridge 
summarizes, "I think it's safe to say that student morale went through some tough 
times." To make matters worse, echoes of these woes were registered in several col-
lege guides, which reported the situation in stark terms and thereby potentially dis- 
suaded high-school students interested in economics from considering Haverford. 

continued on next page 

Linda Bell (left) and Vernon Dixon (above). 
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All of this came to pass through an 
unfortunate confluence of events which, 
individually, were quite natural, but arriving 
together, and at such a small college, spelled 
trouble. The three departures were of the 
three different general types experienced by 
all college departments: First to leave was 
Holland Hunter '43, a renowned scholar 
and beloved professor who had been with 
the department since 1948, and who chose 
to phase himself gradually into retirement, 
teaching his final class in 1989. Next to leave 
was Michael Weinstein, a brilliant, extreme-
ly popular economist whom Professor 
Hunter had brought aboard in 1975. 
Hunter recalls, "What happened to him was 
what happens on this campus in various 
departments: when you get a faculty mem-
ber who is outstanding enough, he gets 
stolen away. Michael's notion of how he 
wanted to spend his professional life was to 
have some impact on public policy, not just 
write austere journal articles. And actually, 
he has ended up doing exactly what he 
wanted to do: he's now on the editorial 
board of The New York Times." The prob-
lem in Michael's case was twofold, for here 
was not only a superb professor lost, but lost 
unexpectedly, as what had begun as a two-
year sabbatical for Weinstein at the Times 
turned into a new career path, and suddenly 
the economics department was down by 
two. 

The third departure was that of Jamie 
Howell, who had come to Haverford in 
1985, when the department, more popular 
than ever, was awarded a fourth faculty posi-
tion. Unfortunately, though, her bid for 
tenure was unsuccessful and by 1991 she, 
too, had moved elsewhere. Compounding 
these difficulties was the absence of Vernon 
Dixon from the department while he pur-
sued a long overdue research sabbatical 
which, ironically, had been twice postponed 
so that Dixon could fill needs outside the 
department. But by the 1991-92 academic 
year it was clear that Dixon might never get 
his chance if he kept meeting exigencies at 
the College, so at last he did leave for Ger-
many. "In 1987," he explains, "I went on 

David Schaffer 

my sabbatical leave after six years. The dean 
who was in charge of minority affairs, Rick 
DeJesus-Rueff '75, had an opportunity for a 
very good appointment at a technical school 
in New Jersey, so he took it and the dean at 
the time, Freddye Hill, said to me, 'Hey, 
would you be willing to help us out?' So I 
came off my leave to do that. I was only 
going to postpone my leave for a year. Well, 
it turned out that Freddye wanted to go on a 
leave of absence, so I was asked to stay! I was 
away from the department all this time, so 
we had to hire temporaries." And by the 
time Dixon finally did get to take his sabbat-
ical, Hunter, Weinstein, and Howell, all 
present in 1987, were gone also, and the 
previous year's search had failed. 

But if the decline of the economics 
department could be called precipitous, its 
recovery was downright sudden. Headed by 
Professor of Physics Jerry Gollub, a search 
committee formed in mid-1991 to plug the 
gaps successfully hired Linda Bell and 
Richard Ball, two very distinguished young 
economists sought after by departments 
across the country. Also taking part in that 
search—due to the very want of Haverford 
economists which the committee hoped to 
remedy—was Robinson Hollister, an econo-
mist at Swarthmore and father of Arusha '91 
and Matissa Hollister '94 Thankfully, this 
committee was able to attract its two top 
choices to Haverford, and by the fall of  

1992 both Bell and Ball were teaching—
receiving rave assessments from students—
and alongside them were Dixon, back to 
head the department; David Schaffer, who 
had been ably filling the big shoes of 
Michael Weinstein since 1989; and 
Vladimir Kontorovich, who had done the 
same for Holland Hunter since 1987. Once 
again economics was as strong a department 
as any at Haverford, and the instability that 
had once caused such anxiety now seemed, 
with hindsight, but a brief twinge of grow-
ing pain. 

Some of the college guides, it appears, 
have been a little slow to catch on to recent 
developments, and still rate the department 
as weak. Ultimately, though, it is the experi-
ence of the department's students, both 
majors and non-majors, that counts, and 
from that quarter the prevailing sentiment is 
clear: "I've studied with all but one of the 
economics professors," says Deborah Gru-
enstein '95, "and the quality of teaching has 
been excellent all-around. All the professors 
have been available and forthcoming with 
help, and David Schaffer and Linda Bell in 
particular have gone out of their way to 
guide me in terms of what I'll be doing in 
the next few years." No one could be happi-
er with such laudatory expressions than 
Bruce Partridge, who has devoted tremen-
dous energies to the task of ensuring that the 
Department's transition was a successful 
one. "It's an example of the way a couple of 
strong young faculty can stabilize a strug-
gling department, and really turn things 
around," he says proudly. "One of the disad-
vantages of a small place like Haverford is 
that the departure of one or two professors 
can create a huge problem for a department; 
but, on the other hand, one successful search 
can really make a difference." 

This latest changing of the guard is by 
no means the first faced in the history of 
Haverford's economics faculty. For as stress-
ful as it can be to experience, change within 
an academic department is necessary and 
ultimately positive, especially in a field that 
itself evolves as rapidly as economics does. 
Haverford began teaching the discipline 

22 
	

HAVERFORD ALUMNI MAGAZINE 



Richard Ball 

around the turn of the century as a subdivi-
sion of the Political Science Department. 
The two men who taught these courses, on 
such topics as money, railways, commercial 
law and banking, were Don Barrett and 
Albert Bowles. Barrett stayed on into the 
1930s, by which time he had helped create 
an autonomous department, and served as 
Haverford's first Professor of Economics. By 
the late 1930s a new generation had taken 
over in the guise of Professors Herndon, Fet-
ter, Watson, and Barrett's successor, the great 
Howard Teaf. This was the cadre of teachers 
under whom Holland Hunter '43 studied as 
a Haverford undergraduate between 1939 
and 1943. According to Hunter, at that time 
the department focused its curriculum on 
domestic matters, and especially on subjects 
relevant to the Depression that still loomed 
large. Of 83 students at Haverford, 16 were 
economics majors. 

Within just a few years of his graduating, 
the talented Hunter was lured back to the 
College. "These were the days of [President] 
Gilbert White," he remembers, "and before 
the days of a search committee and a very 
elaborate nation-wide search. He had met me 
at an alumni meeting in Cambridge, and 
when Professor Fetter moved to Northwest-
ern, the opening came and I applied for it. I 
came down and had an interview with 
Gilbert White and Howard Teaf and Dean 
Hoy, and they hired me. That was it." The 
year was 1948, and it would be not until 41 
years later that Hunter left the Department. 
In the meantime, he would see, and largely 
oversee, the many changes in curriculum and 
faculty that economics at Haverford would 
undergo. 

"The subject matter changed a good deal 
and Haverford tried to keep up with it," he 
says. "John Maynard Keynes's general theory 
of money, interest, and employment was 
published in 1936 and it took about 10 years 
for that to be absorbed, so that after the sec-
ond World War a kind of Keynesian 
approach to trying to keep the economy sta-
ble was accepted in Washington," and at 
Haverford. Also, Hunter continues, "The 
whole field of economic development came  

on the scene, with attention to Asia, Africa 
and Latin America." Hunter himself began 
to focus on the economies of the U.S.S.R. 
and Eastern Europe, quickly becoming what 
Vernon Dixon describes as a figure of "out-
standing international stature as a scholar in 
the Soviet system," as well as "the economic 
cornerstone of the Soviet Studies program 
that had been instituted here." 

In the 1960s changes occurred in the 
structure of the department. Hunter 
explains, "In order to have a sufficient roster 
of courses, the Haverford department and 
the Bryn Mawr department began to pool 
their offerings, and I think that was quite an 
important change. We even called it a feder-
ated department. The federation got looser, 
but there still is the possibility for Haverford 
students to take courses at Bryn Mawr, and 
vice versa." Fittingly, the cooperative work 
initiated by Hunter and others in that decade 
paid off for the Haverford economics majors 
of the early 1990s, who could rely on the 
resources of Bryn Mawr's department as 
Haverford's department made its transition. 

The 1970s accelerated the evolution of 
the economics curriculum in a few direc-
tions. First of all, says Hunter, "we began to 
give more attention to statistics and the new  

area of econometrics." The guiding force in 
these areas was Hunter's wife, Helen Man-
ning Hunter, an economist who made a 
felicitous jump from Swarthmore College to 
Bryn Mawr at that time. The hiring of Ver-
non Dixon in 1971 further broadened the 
department's range of offerings. "Vernon 
Dixon was a major addition to the depart-
ment," says Holland Hunter. "The year he 
came on the market he got his Ph.D. at 
Princeton and a lot of places were after him, 
but Vernon was specifically interested in this 
kind of institution, so we were able to get 
him When Vernon came, he invented a cou-
ple of new courses. He paid more attention 
to third-world economics and he came up 
with a course which involved what he called 
`third-world economics in the United 
States.'" 

Michael Weinstein followed four years 
later, bringing with him a tremendous schol-
arly reputation and a dynamic classroom 
presence that made his courses, and the 
choice of the economics major, highly popu-
lar. One consequence of the sudden influx of 
students to the department was that it 
became necessary to hire inexperienced tem-
poraries—who were often, but perhaps not 
often enough, excellent teachers, and usually 
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present for no more than two years—to dis-
tribute the teaching burden. Some of the 
names from this period include Dareshuri, 
Foner, Golding, Hakim, Hansen, Kigner, 
Lara, May, Oswald, Sayers, Sjoblom, Smith 
and Spear. One problem associated with hir-
ing temporaries, Dixon explains, is that stu-
dents in need of teachers to write letters for 
such things as graduate school admission 
cannot count on their being around when 
the time arrives. Even so, such temporary 
help was required only because the depart-
ment was so popular, and the department 
was popular because it was superior; by far 
the greater difficulty was to lose a significant 
source of that quality, Michael Weinstein, 
which came to pass in 1989. 

Thankfully, of late the department's for-
tunes have been strictly rosy, resulting in the 
onset of a new "Golden Era" in economics 
at Haverford. In 1987, for example, a crucial 
step was made to ensure continued strength 
in the study of the Soviet economy with the 
hiring of Vladimir Kontorovich. Holland 
Hunter tells the story: "He came with his 
wife and mother and first-born baby out of 
Russia in the late 1970s. He had a difficult 
time, but he managed to cover his finances. 
He earned fellowships and received his 
Ph.D. at the University of Pennsylvania. I 
got to know him a little bit because we were 
working together on some research projects 
in Washington. When it was clear that I was 
going to stop teaching, he seemed like the 
best appointment, and he has worked out 
very well. In my last year of teaching, his 
first year, we team-taught the Soviet course 
together. I'd always had to teach it more or 
less out of books because I didn't grow up in 
the USSR, but he dich so he could make 
everything much more alive." 

Together with David Schaffer, who 
joined him two years later, Kontorovich 
kept the department afloat through what 
Bruce Partridge has called "heroic efforts" 
during the most difficult year of 1991-92, 
and the two were instrumental in the process 
of capturing Linda Bell and Richard Ball. 
Haverford's searches are never easy to carry 
out, simply because they must be so selective 

feel like I am getting in 
on the ground floor and 
growing with the depart-
ment, which is unusual for 
a brand new assistant pro-
fessor right out of grad 
school, to be able to walk 
into a place and actually 
make a difference.), 

—Richard Ball 

(the '91 search was terminated without reso-
lution for that reason), but under the cir-
cumstances of the latter occasion the process 
was unusually harrowing. According to Par-
tridge, three essential ingredients are 
required for a successful search, these being a 
large pool of applicants, the ability to "sell" 
the institution, and luck. Fortunately for 
Haverford, with its national reputation (in 
the right circles, anyway) and its many 
unique appeals such as small size, an empha-
sis on teaching and the availability of on-
campus housing for all faculty, the need for 
the last of these factors can be minimized 

A unique facet of Haverford search com-
mittees is that they always incorporate stu-
dents, a fact that impresses many candidates 
as much as the nature of the students them-
selves. "Probably the biggest attraction was 
the quality of the students," Bell states. "I 
didn't really want to be at a place where stu-
dents weren't bright and into their work." 
Richard Ball also was attracted by the people 
of Haverford: "My first contact with people 
was at a sort of pre-interview at a convention 
in New Orleans," he says, "where I met 
David Schaffer, Vlad and Jerry Gollub and 
had a chance to talk with them. At that 
point I was impressed already; I thought 
they were really serious, thoughtful and ded-
icated. It was what I would have expected 
from Haverford. My campus visit similarly 
met my expectations. I met a lot of students, 
and was impressed by how involved they  

and the faculty were. There seemed to be a 
high degree of commitment and idealism—
it was an exciting atmosphere." 

Both Bell and Ball were made aware of 
the situation within the department, but even 
that became a selling point. "People were 
pretty frank about it when I interviewed," 
says Ball. "They presented it as a sort of 
opportunity, and that has in fact been true. I 
feel like I am getting in on the ground floor 
and growing with the department, which is 
unusual for a brand new assistant professor 
right out of grad school, to be able to walk 
into a place and actually make a difference." 

The differences have been of various 
sorts. Ball himself has brought with him an 
expertise in the increasingly important field 
of game theory (for which one of this year's 
Nobel Prizes was awarded), and has estab-
lished a course on the subject, making 
Haverford one of the first undergraduate 
institutions in which game theory is taught. 
He has also been experimenting with, and 
publishing, theoretical models of political 
competition, and in much of this scholar-
ship Ball has been aided by Haverford stu-
dents whom he has afforded the rare and 
special undergraduate opportunity to collab-
orate as research assistants. Beginning in the 
fall of '95, Ball will team-teach a new course 
with Assistant Professor of Biology Lois 
Banta examining the economic and biologi-
cal aspects of agricultural development in 
third-world countries. Meanwhile Linda 
Bell, according to Vernon Dixon, "gives us 
strength in her applied econometrics, and in 
her teaching techniques, and she also brings 
a tremendous strength in applied research." 
Bell has earned international exposure 
through some of her recent work, including 
a paper co-written with Richard Freeman of 
Harvard University and the London School 
of Economics which documents and 
explains the differences in labor hours and 
attitudes about labor hours between German 
and American workers. The recognition Bell 
has received for such work confers status 
upon the entire department, which is benefi-
cial in ways direct and indirect. 

Both Richard Ball (Williams College) 
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and David Schaffer (Swarthmore College) 
carry the extra bonus of having studied at 
small liberal arts colleges, making them par-
ticularly well-suited for the Haverford class-
room environment as well as good resource 
persons outside the classroom. Schaffer spe-
cializes in labor economics and macroeco-
nomics. In particular, he tries to create mod-
els with the power to explain and predict 
how changes in one or more specific areas of 
an economy will have effects rippling 
through the entire system. Schaffer is also, 
Dixon quips, "the department's resident 
computer junkie." But joking aside, the 
computer has become as critical a tool in 
economics as in any other discipline, and 
Schaffer uses the tool extensively both in his 
own research and in classroom instruction, 
providing an essential exposure for today's 
student of economics. 

But perhaps the most significant changes 
involve the recently consummated alliance 
of economics with mathematics, which has 
been developing within the discipline for 
over twenty years and whose importance is 
now strongly reflected in Haverford's cur-
riculum. Dixon explains, "We now require a 
minimum of two courses in math to take 
our intermediate theory courses, we will also 
now require of the incoming majors that 
they take econometrics, and we've raised the 
number of required courses from nine to 
ten. We have worked with the math depart-
ment to offer a new Area of Concentration, 
mathematical economics, which we see first 
as an opportunity for our majors, who are so 
desirous, or who like math, or want to go on 
to the top graduate schools, to enable them 
to acquire the mathematical sophistication 
necessary to go on to graduate school these 
days. And at the same time we hope to see 
an infusion from the math department of 
students bringing their mathematical tech-
niques and applying them to economics and 
economic theory. All of this would not have 
been possible if we did not have Richard, 
Linda and David." 

The department is also busily planning 
for the future. One goal is simply to attract 
more students into economics, with its  

renewed strength. Bell explains, "In the past 
there's been a sense that people haven't 
majored in the department because the 
department has been so unstable, so I think 
it's a reasonable goal to expect that more 
sophomores will choose to major in eco-
nomics over time, and that's one trend we're 
beginning to see. And the other thing I'd 
like to see personally is more women major-
ing in economics, because traditionally we 
have been very low in that regard. I think 
that it is actually quite important to have a 
permanent person in the department who's 
female, and hopefully my presence will 
help." 

One important characteristic of the new 
department which, though intangible, is 
critical to its successful functioning and to 
its ability to articulate and pursue its goals, is 
simply chemistry among the members of the 
department. A faculty of outstanding indi-
viduals does not necessarily constitute an 
outstanding department—the individuals 
must also work well as a team, as Haver-
ford's economists have found they do. Ball, 
who was at times overwhelmed by the enor-
mous quantities of time and effort required 
by the transition to his new role at the Col-
lege, was particularly relieved to find his fel-
low economists so supportive. "I think my 
colleagues are terrific," he says; "it's a nice  

department to be in. Even in these first 
semesters when I was so swamped, other col-
leagues were incredibly helpful, and under-
stood how hard it is to be teaching in your 
first semester out of grad school. They pro-
vided a lot of guidance and support. Now, as 
I am beginning to get more experience 
teaching, I really do enjoy it more and more. 
I feel relaxed and enjoy interacting with the 
students. A lot of days, I walk out of class 
and have had a really good time." 

For in the final count, teaching and 
learning are the irreducible point of the 
enterprise, and this is one element that has 
not changed, through all the developments 
in people, methodology, and knowledge. 
Holland Hunter knows this well: he says, "It 
has always seemed to me that the mission of 
the economics department was to provide a 
liberal arts exposure to economic issues for 
non-majors and beyond that to have a good 
solid major for people who want to go on in 
the field. A few of them go on and become 
academic economists, but there are many 
others whom we're very proud of who've 
gone to Wall Street, or down to Washing-
ton, or gone into law and used their eco-
nomics that way; some have even gone into 
medicine. We provide young people with a 
set of tools that will be useful to them in 
whatever path they choose to pursue in life." 
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Elkinton, J.R. '32. Footnotes on the Sands 
of Time: Occasional Essays from Before 
and After Retirement. The Cottage Press, 
Lincoln Center, MA, 1994 (xi + 186 pp.) 

Dr. Elkinton's new memoir comprises a 
collection of essays utilizing a kind of time-
capsule method. Often, essays exploring 
ideas contemporaneous with the height of 
the author's medical career are followed by 
postscripts written more recently, during his 
retirement. These reflections, old and new, 
emphasize both the passage of time and the 
timelessness of certain issues. Though 
Elkinton handles health-care and other med-
ical matters, this is by no means a medical 
primer. Trips to Europe, a nostalgic look at 
his daughter's college days (which he sums 
up in one word: luggage), personal growth, 
and general social commentary—on hippies, 
for instance—make up only a few of the 
contents of this charming and thought-pro-
voking collection. Elkinton includes lovely 
drawings as accompaniments to his writing, 
making this memoir a touching written and 
visual representation of the cycles of life. 

—Claudia Burke '95 

Epstein, Julia (Barbara Riley Levin Professor 
of Comparative Literature). Altered 
Conditions: Disease, Medicine, and 
Storytelling. Routledge, New York, NY, 
1995 (x + 275 pp.) 

Altered Conditions is about some of the 
ways in which, contrary to customary belief, 
medicine is a cultural institution like any 
other, and it is about the many (mostly 
unfortunate) consequences of this fact and its 
denial. Predicated on the increasingly accept-
ed assertion that "all human understanding is 
finally organized by and achieved through 
narrativity," the central argument is that med-
icine, through its standardized procedures of 
etiology, diagnosis and others, is in the busi-
ness of telling stories. Tied up in these stories 
are attitudes about normality and deviance, 
especially with regard to the human body, 
that are culturally rooted, hence neither 
objective nor non-arbitrary. Though medicine 
does of course generate knowledge, the 
"shape" and use of that knowledge are funda-
mentally determined by these broader cultur-
al attitudes, and when these attitudes are  

wrongly intolerant, so is medicine. 
The first of the book's two sections inves-

tigates how disease has been defined through-
out Western medical history, and how the 
defining process has involved morally inflect-
ed definitions of normality and deviance. 
Epstein masterfully and fascinatingly decon-
structs the phenomenon of the case history in 
developing these ideas. The second section 
looks closely at three specific conditions—
hermaphroditism, birth malformations, and 
AIDS—and reveals how clinical medical (and 
cultural) narratives regarding each have been 
generated. Particular attention is paid to the 
influence of dominant cultural intolerances in 
these generative processes, and to the wrong-
headed practices that have resulted therefrom. 
The scope of the research buttressing these 
investigations is staggering, as is the adroit-
ness of its synthesis, and the exposition is 
both lucid and compelling. 

—Matt Fitzgerald '93 

Grambs, David. Just Ask Mr. Wordwizard. 
Dell Publishing, New York, NY, 1995 (231 
PP.) 

Writers of popular books about the 
English language such as David Grambs and 
his Haverford classmate Richard Lederer 
clearly love their work. They view our moth-
er tongue as a marvelous symbolic admix-
ture involving infinite pattern, complexity 
and possibility, whose exploration is both 
instructive and fun, and simply cannot be 
exhausted. They set themselves up as mis-
sionaries of this marvelousness, spreading 
the good words and making converts, first 
by cleverly revealing to us some of what is to 
be found in the English language, then by 
revealing some more, and some more.... 

This is Gramb's eighth book on lan-
guage, and by the looks of it he has not yet 
even come close to drying up his wellspring 
of ideas. In this volume, the author intro-
duces himself as a new language columnist 
at the (mythical) Woofton Wind Sock news-
paper, where he has been hired to remedy 
the linguistic ills of the (also mythical) town 
of Woofton, recently declared one of seven 
Grammatical Disaster Areas by the 
Department of State Education. What fol-
lows this introduction is a collection of 

Grambs' "columns," each one revealing 
another interesting little phenomenon 
buried among the endless possibilities of 
language, each one containing one deliber-
ately misspelled word to be revealed in the 
next column. In addition, each column 
begins by offering a word of the week and a 
choice quotation about language or writing. 

In "The Nonsense We All Speak," 
Grambs points out some noteworthy exam-
ples of the many "semantically weird" 
idiomatic expressions we all tend to bat 
around, including "comes in handy," "a cry-
ing shame," and "to put somebody on." In 
"The Likeness Monster," he delivers a dev-
astatingly funny homily against the epidem-
ic misuse of the word "like" by (mostly) 
would-be hip adolescents. You get the idea: 
Just Ask Mr. Wordwizard is great fun. 

Harrison, Colin '82. Bodies Electric. Avon 
Books, New York, NY, 1994 (390 pp.) 

Though it has all the makings of your 
basic, sexy blockbuster corporate thriller, 
Colin Harrison's second novel throws in a 
couple of extra ingredients that make it 
richer (though less marketable) than its 
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genre competition: intelligence and an 
infectious darkness. The novel tells an 
intense sliver of the story of Jack Whitman, 
a young hot-shot executive with the world's 
largest entertainment conglomerate, whose 
life, propelled by circumstance, his fallibili-
ty, and even to some extent his very good-
ness, spins rapidly and inexorably out of 
control, until it flies apart almost entirely. 

The novel's many virtues include a com-
pelling inside look at the major corporation 
boardroom realm, a host of deep, complex, 
real characters, and a subtly powerful cri-
tique of the capital-driven technocratic 
world of today. And then there's the plot, 
engaging and moving enough to satisfy any 
half-asleep beach reader. But what is most 
unique and valuable about this book, in my 
view, is the extraordinary sense of decay 
that pervades the entire narrative, from the 
prefatory quotes drawn from Whitman 
right through the closing images. Sure, it's 
depressing, but it's brilliantly depressing, 
which I'll take over hollowly uplifting any 
day. 

—Matt Fitzgerald '93 

Lippard, Stephen '62 and Jeremy Berg. 
Principles of Bioinorganic Chemistry. 
University Science Books, Mill Valley, CA, 
1994 (xvii + 411 pp.) 

The last two decades have seen major 
advances in bioinorganic chemistry, the 
study of the distribution, reactivity and phys-
iological roles of metal ions in living cells 
and organisms. The metals studied include 
approximately fifteen elements (such as calci-
um, iron, copper and molybdenum) which 
are required for proper operation of the cell, 
as well as others (lithium, platinum and 
gold, for example) which have medicinal 
uses. Stephen Lippard '62 has been a leading 
researcher during the growth phase of 
bioinorganic chemistry; his best-known 
research has led to a detailed understanding 
of the tumor-fighting properties of platinum-
based anti-tumor drugs. Now he and co-
author Jeremy Berg have written an intro-
duction to the field which clearly explains 
the recent fascinating discoveries about met-
als in biological systems, which in many 
cases have led to new discoveries about the  

abiological chemistry of the metals. 
Lippard and Berg discuss the chemical 

reasons why certain metal elements have 
been chosen by evolution to perform specif-
ic physiological roles, and how nature is able 
to discriminate between and selectively uti-
lize the various metal ions found in the envi-
ronment. They discuss the specific binding 
of metal ions to biomolecules such as DNA 
and proteins. This binding can change the 
reactivity of the biomolecule; for instance 
metals can prevent or enhance copying of 
the information contained in the cell's 
DNA. In the case of metalloenzymes, bind-
ing of a metal to a nucleic acid or protein 
changes the reactivity of the metal ion so 
that it is able to specifically and rapidly pro-
mote chemical reactions which may be diffi-
cult or impossible to perform under ordi-
nary laboratory conditions. In the process of 
explaining the general strategies by which 
nature utilizes metal ions, Lippard and Berg 
also illustrate the techniques by which 
bioinorganic chemists investigate the chem-
istry of metals in biological systems, and the 
authors point to many unanswered puzzles 
which are the subject of current research by 
bioinorganic chemists. 

Principles of Bioinorganic Chemistry is 
ideal as an undergraduate text, and 
Haverford undergraduates who were 
assigned readings from the book praised it 
for its clear writing and concise explanations 
of bioinorganic processes. The book should 
be accessible and interesting to those who 
have completed undergraduate general and 
organic chemistry courses. Even those with a 
cursory knowledge of chemistry or biology 
will gain a taste of bioinorganic chemistry 
by browsing the numerous well-drawn illus-
trations of chemical structures, reactions and 
concepts mentioned in the text. 

I recommend Lippard and Berg's book 
as reading for those interested in recent sci-
entific advances because it successfully con-
veys the excitement and importance of the 
recent discoveries of bioinorganic chemists. 

—Robert Scarrow, Assistant Professor of 
Chemistry 

Lederer, Richard '59 and Gilleland, Michael. 
Literary Trivia: Fun & Games for Book 
Lovers. Vintage Books, New York, 1994 Oa 
+ 233 pp.) 

As its subtitle indicates, this book knows 
precisely for whom it is written; happily, it 
also knows how to treat its intended audi-
ence, and it delivers. Anyone from literary 
junkies looking to test their expertise to stu-
dents preparing for the GRE subject test in 
literature would, I imagine, get a big boost 
from Literary Trivia. As for those who do 
not consider themselves book lovers, on the 
other hand, or who view trivia as trivial, 
well, they are not invited to this one, nor 
would they have a very good time if they 
came. 

The book's titles not only identify its 
readership, but also provide a pretty good 
idea as to what to expect between the covers: 
offered are, as one might anticipate, a few 
dozen playful trivia exercises that serve to 
plumb one's knowledge of (primarily) 
canonical Western literature. Within the 
"Authors" section of the book, for instance, 
the reader is presented with the middle 
names of 62 authors who were known by 
three names (e.g. William Carlos Williams), 
with the challenge consisting in supplying 
the first and last names for each author. One 
of my favorite games is located in the 
"Works" section; here, the plots of 20 
famous works are summarized each in the 
form of a tabloid-style headline, and the 
reader's job is to "name the author who 
wrote each grisly tale." 

Individual games are introduced with 
some witty lit-chat by the authors, providing 
far more than mere minimal instructions for 
meeting the quiz that follows. The games 
themselves are also creative and fun, as well 
as sufficiently varied in form and content to 
keep things interesting. As for how challeng-
ing they are, I can only say this: with a 
Haverford B.A. in English and a steady 
reading habit as advantages, and with a poor 
memory and only 23 years on earth as liabil-
ities, I found the games sufficiently doable 
so as not to frustrate, yet challenging 
enough to make me learn. 

—Matt Fitzgerald '93 
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BOOKS 

Marshall, J. Howard II '26. Done in Oil: 
An Autobiography. Texas A&M Press, 
College Station, TX, 1994 (xxi + 282 pp.) 

Yes, this is the same Howard Marshall 
who last year found himself trapped in 
headlines in tabloid newspapers and 
schlock-journalism TV programs as a result 
of his marriage to fashion model Anna 
Nicole Smith; no, he does not say a word 
about it here. In fact, the total words from 
this volume devoted to anything to do with 

Marshall's personal life could scarcely fill a 
page, simply because this book is not about 
his or anyone's personal life. "Nevertheless," 
it manages to be as engrossing an autobiog-
raphy as you could ask for, full of power, 
money, strategy, history, scandal, personality, 
and even a fair dose of humor. 

Marshall defines and sticks to a simple 
mission in this book, which is to relate a 
coherent series from among the many 
remarkable experiences and observations he 
has accumulated over a very long, singularly 
influential career in the United States oil 
industry. Following a simple chronological 
path, yet allowing for abundant forward and 
backward leaps and digressions, these well-
written and -recalled reflections take one on 
a guided tour of oil in America between the 
early 1930s and today, through the eyes of  

the ultimate insider. Having observed this 
realm from the vantage point of scholar, 
lawyer, bureaucrat, and businessman, 
Marshall brings to his subject a breadth and 
depth of knowledge about his business that 
is unmatched. 

Though readers with a pre-existing inter-
est in the oil business will get most out of 
Done in OiL the book's subject matter—
with its connections to issues of govern-
ment, economics, and society at-large—is 
worth learning about for most anyone, and 
is presented in such a way that the learning 
comes easily. Also, the many stories Marshall 
recounts are just plain great stories: one of 
my favorites comes from his days with the 
federal government, when a still-sealed letter 
to FDR from one of Marshall's associates, 
urging the president to fire the young hot-
shot, is passed through bureaucratic chan-
nels straight to Marshall himself for a reply! 
Needless to say, his job remained safe. Other 
stories tell of courtroom drama, expose 
long-buried scandals (without ever muck-
raking), and allow one to sweat alongside 
Marshall as he relives some of the high-
stakes decisions he made. 

Marshall has a special knack for render-
ing the characters of certain colorful people 
he has known. The surly, crooked "hot oil" 
lawyer W. F "Big Fish" Fischer is one of 
many men made real through Marshall's 
clever descriptions. There is even some phys-
ical action to be found in the book, includ-
ing exploding cars and one episode when 
Marshall the Special Agent finds himself 
being shot at by thugs "protecting" the refin-
ery he is trying to inspect. Indeed, on top of 
all this, any chatter about romantic liaisons 
might have actually hindered an otherwise 
perfectly fascinating, fast-moving, and infor-
mative biography. 

—Matt Fitzgerald '93 

Millstone, David H. '68. An Elementary 
Odyssey: Teaching Ancient Civilization 
through Story. Heinemann, Portsmouth, 
NH, 1995 (xv + 212 pp.) 

In the summer of 1984, David Millstone 
attended an NEH-sponsored program at 
Georgetown University designed to intro-
duce elementary school teachers to the idea, 
and some methods, of teaching Homer's 
Odyssey to their students. Marion W. Cross 
School in Norwich, VT, has not been the 
same since—and that's a good thing. Clearly 
an exceptional teacher, David returned to 
his fifth-grade social studies class there 
intent on tackling the Odyssey with his 
young charges, and what has resulted is a 
highly successful and popular annual tradi-
tion called the Odyssey Project, the pride of 
a very good school. Not only a great teacher, 
David is also a very intelligent man and a 
solid writer, and the book he has written to 
chronicle the success of the Odyssey Project 
and to share it with other educators is 
superb. 

Avoiding the slippery slope of pedantry, 
the author dispenses his knowledge and 
experience in an informally structured fash-
ion involving anecdotes, copious examples 
of student work (even the first appendix was 
created by a fifth-grader), and extended 
reflection on the relative wisdom and utility 
of the many teaching techniques employed. 
And they are many: students received visits 
from story tellers, played various games 
(such as a version of 20 Questions) to help 
familiarize themselves with the details of this 
very complex epic, created art, visited and 
worked with first-graders on special projects, 
and learned to retell the story themselves in 
fun ways, among other activities, over the 
course of the 12-week project. There is 
much more to both the project and the 
book which I could but will not delve into; 
suffice it to say, I wish I had been so lucky 
as a 10-year-old. 

—Matt Fitzgerald '93 
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Salvucci, Claudio R. '93. The Laviniad: An 
Epic Poem. Evolution Publishing, Bucks 
County PA, 1994 (133 pp.) 

These days, I hear, it is cool to be not 
cool, "in" to be "out." Famous and wealthy 
artists suspected of being poseurs, of cashing 
in on trends, are commonly condemned as 
sell-outs, while (deliberately) unknown tal-
ents have a lock on true integrity. By this 
logic, then, no one could be any cooler, any 
further from selling out, than Claudio 
Salvucci, who has gone and written a six-
book epic poem inspired by Vergil's Aeneid 
at a time when Rush Limbaugh's I Told You 
So defines a unit-shifter in the publishing 
world, which itself is becoming truly fringe. 

It is amazing that anyone, let alone a 
man just one year out of college, would seri-
ously attempt such a feat, but the extent of 
Claudio's success in that attempt is more 
amazing still. In reading the poem, one 
must be struck by the obvious depth of 
research that supports the narrative, and by 
the deftness with which this knowledge has 
been synthesized and built upon in the 
poem's unfolding. Impressive also is the way 
the poem manifests a genuinely classical feel, 
even as it remains couched comfortably 
inside a vernacular with which the modern 
American reader is perfectly comfortable. 
On top of this, The Laviniad sports some 
finely written passages and is simply a very 
involving and moving story. 

Though we are admonished in the 
book's postscript that "this poem was never 
intended as a 'sequel' to the Aeneid," it does 
spin a yarn picking up roughly where that 
great epic terminates. Most of its plot is 
drawn from various classical sources on the 
topic of the Lavinians. The heroes of the tale 
are those survivors of Troy who followed 
their champion Aeneas to Italy after their 
defeat at the hands of the Greeks. There, 
Aeneas marries the Latin Princess Lavinia 
(who was at the time betrothed to a King 
Turnus, whom she did not love), and founds 
the city of Lavinium, which is soon enough 
besieged by the tyrant Mezentius, who wish-
es to avenge Aeneas' affront to poor Turnus 
(though by this time both Aeneas and 
Turnus are dead). 

Along the way we meet many gruesome 
deaths and injuries, brave feats and bold 
speeches, strange visions, flowery expressions  

of love and loyalty, and just about every-
thing else you would expect from a good 
epic. The poet has a particular talent for 
reproducing the kind of crude and elaborate 
vitriol traded back and forth among angry 
leaders in those halcyon days. Of course, 
Claudio is no Vergil, and because the former 
takes on such a tremendous challenge 
here—the challenge of stepping into Vergil's 
shadow without being swallowed by it—one 
is constantly aware of his limitations and rel-
ative "shortcomings," but these are insepara-
ble from the poem's many impressive tri-
umphs. Indeed, Claudio simply could not 
have done a better job of this without fright-
ening me, and he would certainly deserve a 
great deal of attention for it—if that weren't 
so unhip. 

Interested readers may order copies of 
The Laviniad from the following address: 
Evolution Publishing 
390 Pike Rd. Unit #3 
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 

—Matt Fitzgerald '93 

Worrall, Jay, Jr. '37. The Friendly 
Virginians: America's First Quakers. Iberian 
Publishing Co., Athens, GA, 1994 

Jay Worrall has written a complex volume—
or perhaps it is more accurate to say that he 
has created a synthesis of several complex 
volumes: an organizational history, a geneal-
ogy, and a social-history treatise on 
American gender-and-race relations. He has 
used a state-history framework and a 
Quaker adhesive to unite the disparate 
pieces, but the reader seeking a local history 
of Virginia Quakers and their community 
life will find much more than might be 
expected. 

Nearly 600 pages, a dozen graphic 
images and an annotated map highlight 
aspects of the story of Virginia Quakers 
since the mid-seventeenth century, but these 
pages also tell a story of slavery and anti-
slavery, of Euro-American expansion into 
the west, of politics and intrigue and 
Quakers' legal-ethical positons right up to 
the U.S. Supreme Court decision to legislate 
school desegration in 1954. 

Worrall punctuates the story with 
intriguing invitations to further exploration  

(e.g., his mentioning the fact that 
Confederate president Jefferson Davis once 
owned the farmland that became Haverford 
College!). 

Between the covers of Worrall's book are 
many stories and parts-of-stories: of taxes 
and Indians, of war and land division, of 
marriage and rebellion, of social work and 
economics and theology and liturgy, reli-
gious factionalism, tobacco and the 
American frontier. Virginia Quakerism 
apparently began in the southeastern corner 
of the state, and by the mid-eighteenth cen-
tury had migrated, in the wagons of eastern 
Virginians and southeastern Pennsylvanians, 
to the Winchester area of the Shenandoah 
Valley, where it joined other religious 
minorities: Presbyterians, Mennonites, 
Moravians and, of course, Native American 
Indian religions. The result was some four 
dozen Friends Meetings in Virginia in 1763, 
though in the ensuing years some members 
were seduced by Baptists. 

There are myriad stories woven together 
here, and Worrall has offered us a rich, stim-
ulating and provocative read. 

—Emma Lapsansky, Associate Professor of 
History and Curator of the Quaker 
Collection 

Authors are invited to send the College a copy 
of their latest books, as well as reviews and press 
releases, so that we may note them in future 
issues of the magazine. Books will eventually be 
turned over to Magill Library. Please send your 
materials to the Publications Office, Haverford 
College, Haverford, PA, 19041. 
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Ronald Shapiro '64 
Mr. Baseball 
by Ryan Traversari '97 

ASEBALL FANS RESPECT RONALD 
1/Shapiro '64 as one of the top agents in 
the country. The citizens of Baltimore know 
him as a man with an engagement in an 
array of charitable fundraising activities. To 
televison viewers, he is the host of Special 
Edition. He is, in his family's eyes, a devoted 
husband and involved father. He distin-
guished himself at Haverford College as a 
history major, a baseball catcher, a class pres-
ident, and an innovator. You just might say 
that Ronald Shapiro has all the "bases" cov-
ered. 

The Shapiro family had been introduced 
to Haverford College initially when Ronald 
Shapiro's elder brother, Harvey, applied for 
admission yet ultimately decided on nearby 
Franklin and Marshall College. A few years 
later, however, the family returned as Ron 
became a member of the Class of 1964. In 
part, Shapiro's choice of Haverford was 
made out of necessity, as his "closest friend 
on this earth," his father, lay stricken in a 
nearby Philadelphia hospital. But what set 
Haverford above all the other "Philadelphia 
Main-Line schools" was Haverford's small-
ness and its humanistic and Quaker tradi-
tion. This "spirit of Haverford" has 
remained with Shapiro: "I've used whatever 
I have become in Baltimore to reach out 
into the community and try to make a dif-
ference. I don't mean as a fund-raiser, a 
lawyer, or a talk-show host and things like 
that, but as an advocate for organizations 
and groups in the community who are not 
the en vogue organizations and groups but 
who warrant community support." 

One of Haverford's special aspirations as 
an institution of learning has always been to 
foster not only intellectual development but 
also to enhance its students lives by instilling 
a sense of service. Shapiro sees the College as 
having taught him, among other concepts, 
the methods of developing a power base and 
the practical applications of that power base 
in helping others. At Haverford, he devel-
oped his power base through student gov-
ernment and athletics and then used that 
power to create a day camp for the children 
of Ardmore. That camp has grown into 
today's successful Serendipity Day Camp. 

Shapiro has not forgotten 
this balance among individ-
ual, intellect, and service he 
learned at Haverford, for it 
has most obviously stayed 
an integral part of his life in 
Baltimore. Countless titles 
and attributes earned out-
side of his professional 
activities can accompany his 
name. He is a chairman, a 
trustee, a director, a patron, 
advisor, a co-founder, a 
member, and a president to an overflowing 
handful of institutions and organizations. 
Shapiro explains, "I have used my visibility 
in this community, my legal background, 
my access to political leadership, and my 
academic background to give other people 
an access to opportunities. Haverford gave 
me a tremendous amount of confidence and 
a sense of utilizing my position to help oth-
ers." 

But, just as Shapiro's name is closely 
associated with service, it is also connected 
to baseball, and he has even managed to 
marry the two. The first two summers that 
Shapiro was at Harvard Law School, he 
returned to his native Philadelphia to work 
in the offices of Morgan, Lewis & Bockius. 
The firm of Frank, Bernstein, Conaway & 
Goldman, however, stole his heart during 
the third summer and planted it in 
Baltimore. In the late 1970s, Shapiro, hav-
ing already established himself as a well-
known corporate lawyer with what is now 
the well respected firm of Shapiro & 
Olander, was asked by Jerry Hoffberger, 
then president of the Baltimore Orioles, to 
assist Brooks Robinson, a future Hall of 
Famer, with his financial affairs. Shapiro, 
operating from a suggestion by Robinson to 
help the younger players out before they got 
into trouble, began to help athletes with 
their affairs. Today, his sports representation 
business has developed from one phone line 
into his corporate office to being nationally 
recognized for its approach in managing 
professional athletes by combining personal 
development and, not surprisingly, commu-
nity involvement. It becomes apparent when 
looking down the list of professional base-
ball players represented by Shapiro that each 
has a vested interest in the sport itself and 
also in the community in which he lives: 

Eddie Murray has built an Outward Bound 
camp in inner-city Baltimore, Cal Ripken 
has singlehandedly funded the literacy pro-
gram in Baltimore, Kirby Puckett has fund-
ed a Puckett Scholars program for students 
of color, and the list continues. To Shapiro, 
these are acts of individuals he is proud to 
represent. In his view, professional baseball 
players should conduct themselves as part of 
the overall community, because that is where 
they are going to live the rest of their lives. 
On the flip side of that coin, though, is pos-
sibly Shapiro's largest concern with the 
industry of baseball. To him, professional 
baseball, as a business, has gone down the 
same path of other industries in that it is 
not responsive to the community, the recent 
baseball strike being the most salient exam-
ple of this unresponsiveness. The strike is 
not only about money, but also about a his-
tory of distrust between owners and players 
and therefore between the business of the 
sport and the community. Unfortunately, 
Shapiro sees this distrust as having so para-
lyzed the business that community concern 
and disenchantment never played a role in 
the negotiations. 

When the lights go up on Camden 
Yards, Shapiro is twenty floors in the sky, 
surrounded by a myriad of autographed 
baseballs and baseball hats and, more impor-
tant to him, an assortment of framed pic-
tures. Depicted are his children at different 
stages of development, his wife, Cathi, some 
of his close friends, various events that relate 
the public side of his life, and one of 
Shapiro himself in his "Haverford years," 
with a child holding a baseball bat during 
the first year of Serendipity Summer Camp. 
Perhaps, this is the best way to leave 
Shapiro's domain and—dare we say?—drive 
home his essence. 
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Greg Spatz '86 
Without a Script 
by Matt Fitzgerald '93 

ccTNEVER KNOW WHERE THE STORIES 
are going to end up," says fiction writer 

Greg Spatz about his work. "That's the hard 
part for a writer like me, because I tend to 
be more interested in people and scenery 
and details, and if left to my own devices I'll 
just wander aimlessly." 

Like many authors, Greg lives much the 
way he writes, which is not to say aimlessly, 
in his case, but certainly with more atten-
tion to life's details and gut feelings than to 
any kind of master plan. As a result, he has 
managed to live richly, though not without 
his fair share of wandering, through dis-
parate places, various means of making rent, 
and multiple stages of development as a 
writer and also as a musician. These days, 
though, he seems to have landed himself in 
a situation of some clarity and stability: 
ensconced in the MFA program in creative 
writing at the prestigious Iowa Writers 
Workshop, where he is the recipient of an 
Iowa Arts Fellowship. He has had his first 
novel accepted for publication and is steadi-
ly producing short stories for his first collec-
tion, albeit still in his own play-it-as-it-lies 
style. "That's normally how I work," he 
explains: "I have an idea for a first sentence, 
then that turns into a paragraph and then 
I'll have a few pages, then I'll just meditate 
on that. The text gives you its own manifest 
destiny, if it's going to be written." 

Greg saw his own destiny in roughly the 
first sentence of life. "I first decided that I 
wanted to play the violin and that I wanted 
to be a writer pretty much simultaneously, 
at the age of five. My parents read out loud 
to me and my older sister, and I was just 
completely taken with it and started reading 
books when I was really young, always 
thinking that I was going to be a writer." 
Greg did indeed take up the violin then, and 
wrote too at every opportunity. In high 
school he co-edited both the newspaper and 
the literary magazine, and also entered the 
fiction category of a National Foundation 
for the Arts-sponsored arts contest (he had 
wanted to enter as a musician but could not 
find a resonant sub-category) and earned 
$1,500 as a semifinalist 

At Haverford, Greg was among the first  

English majors to capi-
talize on the option to 
write a creative thesis, 
but laments that the 
department lacked the 
resources to guide him 
in that area. 
Nevertheless, he adds, 
"Haverford gave me a 
good, solid background 
in traditional English 
literature," a back-
ground that has been 
helpful to him. And of 
his overall experience at 
the College he states, "I 
had a wonderful time at 
Haverford. I think it's a 
great school—just a real 
nice environment." 

Following his gradu-
ation from the College, 
Greg entered into the 	Greg Spatz 
extended period of cre- 
ative struggle, personal doubt, and peregri-
nation that landed him eventually in the 
happy spot he occupies now He moved first 
to the San Francisco Bay area, where he 
played fiddle in two bands and tried to write 
during the day. "Mostly I was just sort of 
lost," he says of the two years he passed in 
this situation. "I didn't know what I was 
doing." Greg's next stop was the creative 
writing program at the University of New 
Hampshire, followed by three years in 
Sacramento, CA, and a year on the roam 
that included a three-month residency at the 
MacDowell Colony and a one-month resi-
dency at the Ragdale Foundation. Yet, 
though stress and uncertainty reigned 
through these post-college years—during 
which Greg was married to and divorced 
from his high-school sweetheart—he was at 
last able to find direction as a writer. 

The turnabout came at the University of 
New Hampshire, where Greg studied under 
the celebrated author Thomas Williams, 
who was then dying of a cancer. "The expe-
rience with Tom really pushed me up 
against the wall," he reflects. "Here was a 
guy whom I admired so much, and he was 
dying, and it was time for me to write some-
thing that wasn't stupid, or clever, or shal-
low, or evasive. It's hard to explain, but this 
just forced me to stop being evasive and  

write whatever it is I 
have to say. And I 
think it worked." The 
story in which it first 
worked was "My 
Mother, Jolene and 
Me," which was pub-
lished in the New 
England Review and 
earned an honorable 
mention in the vol-
ume, Best American 
Short Stories 1993. The 
story now comprises 
the first section of No 
One But Us, a novel 
that will appear this 
fall from Algonquin 
Books, of Chapel Hill. 

The novel unfolds 
out of an intriguing 
scenario involving 15-
year-old Charlie, whose 
mother botches a sui-

cide attempt, landing herself in the hospital 
for many weeks. During this time, Charlie 
lives with his mother's best friend, Jolene, 11 
years his senior, with whom he becomes 
romantically linked. Told in simple, elegant 
prose, the story showcases Greg's talents for 
creating lifelike characters and relationships 
and for pulling on the reader's heartstrings. 
"I like to have the stage as empty as possible 
so that the things characters say to each 
other really resound," he says, "and you feel 
as if you're really inside them. And then 
things become very warped, too, because of 
the loneliness, and I like that " 

Looking ahead, Greg envisions for him-
self goals that are, not surprisingly, simulta-
neously open and directed. He wants to 
write, teach writing, and play music, but 
wishes to avoid being consumed by or finan-
cially dependent on any of the three. 
Regarding goals specific to writing he says, 
"I hope the people whose opinion I respect 
will like what I've done, and somewhere 
along the way I'd like to win a couple of 
prizes, when they're deserved. But mostly 
success will just be in my estimation: when I 
look back on my work when it's a couple 
years old, I hope that I'll feel like it's good; 
that it's doing the things I admire in other 
people's writing." 
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NOTES FROM THE ASSOCIATION 

Alumni Weekend 1996 Will Feature 
the Fractured Forties Reunion 
May 31, June 1 & 2, 1996 

World War II exigencies forced the College 
with President Felix Morley '15 at the helm 
to make decisions which drastically changed 
undergraduates' lives. It was nearly five years 
after the war before the incoming "freshman" 
class was not comprised of the unusual blend 
of older veterans returning from the war and 
eighteen-year-olds fresh from high-school. 
The Alumni Association invites all these 
alumni, as well as those members of the 
Relief and Reconstruction Unit, Pre-
Meteorology Unit, and A.S.T.P. Units who 
were students on campus during these 
"fractured Forties" to attend the 1996 
Alumni Weekend. In addition the Classes 
of 1926, 1931, 1936, 1941, 1946, 1951, 
1956, 1961, 1966, 1971, (1976 plans to 
hold its reunion in 1997), 1986, and 1991 
will hold their reunions. 

Trivia Question 
Who is the only Haverford athlete to appear 
on the cover of Sports Illustrated? 
On the cover of the February 10, 1958 issue 
of Sports Illustrated the two top squash play-
ers of that era, Henri Salaun and G. Diehl 
Mateer '50 are shown posing on a squash 
court. Diehl Mateer, at his farm in Virginia, 
recalls "the six to eight page photo spread 
had started as an experiment by the photog-
rapher who was curious to see if a fast 
squash ball could be picked up by slower 
color film. Many great photos were taken 
and boy was I surprised when S.I. called me 
to let me know which picture they'd chosen 
for the cover. I couldn't believe it!" 

What's in a (Nick)name? 
Haverford sports teams go by many names. 
It has been 60 years since they were called 
Hornets but occasionally an old-time sports-
writer will slip that nickname into a story. 
Fords remains a familiar appellation despite 
its disadvantages: logo-lack and confusion 
with teams from The Haverford School and 
Haverford High School. Red Wave, favorite 
of student journalists, has two decades of 
unofficial history behind it, and often is 
applied to basketball teams. For the last five 

years, the baseball team has called itself The 
Black Squirrels in honor of the rare species 
of squirrel which frequents the campus and 
especially the diamond area. That nickname 
caught on with other teams, and hundreds 
of T-shirts adorned with Haverford College 
artists' renditions of feisty little beasts have 
been sold by teams and Students' Council. 
At the NCAA Division III national cross-
country championships at Lehigh University 
this fall "Go, Goats" signs supporting 
Haverford's superb male and female harriers 
were seen. Tracksters have offered explana-
tions rooted in the personalities and campus 
experiences of teammates but none so far has 
been intelligible to an outside observer. 
Faculty in psycholinguistics have noted the 
possibility of transference from the Cymric 
(West Gaelic) meaning of "Haverford" -
"Goat's Crossing." Even Quakers rings out 
in a cheer now and then, but lawyers from 
Earlham College (Hustlin' Quakers), 
Swarthmore (Little Quakers), Wilmington 
(OH) College (Quakers and Lady Quakers), 
Guilford College, and the University of 
Pennsylvania (you guessed it) have filed a 
federal class action suit enjoining use of the 
Qword in Haverford athletic facilities. A 
local newspaper recently referred to the 
Fords-Squirrels-Wave-Goats as the "Red 
Storm," confusing Haverford with the new 
nickname for St. John's University. Wonder 
if that name will catch on here too? 

Gest Fellowships 
The Quaker Collection of Haverford 
College announces the availability of three 
$1,500 Gest Fellowships for one month of 
research using Quaker Collection materials 
to study a topic that explores the connec-
tions and relationships between various ways 
of expressing religious belief in the world. 
The fellowships, which are available for pre-
or post-graduate study, may be used for any 
one month period between June 1, 1996, 
and January 31, 1997. Application deadline 
is February 1, 1996. Contact: Ann W. 
Upton, Quaker Collection, Haverford 
College, 370 Lancaster Avenue, Haverford, 
PA 19041-1392. 

Lambda 
The Haverford Lambda group is an associa-
tion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgen-
der alumnae/i of Haverford College and 
their family and friends. It exists as part of 
the Haverford Alumni Association. For fur-
ther information please contact Edward 
Steele '54, 42-19 212th St., Bayside, NY 
11361 or call 718-428-3048. 

Alumni Directory 
The 1995 Haverford College Alumni 
Directory went to press in late May and 
copies will be mailed to alumni who sent the 
Alumni Office an order form. There are 
copies available for those Haverfordians who 
still wish to purchase one. The price is 
$25.00; checks may be made payable to 
Haverford College, and mailed to Alumni 
Directory, Alumni Office, Haverford 
College, 370 Lancaster Avenue, Haverford, 
PA 19041-1392. 

Brag a Bit 
Often the College is asked to provide statisti-
cal information about the post-Haverford 
careers of its alumni. Modest Haverfordians 
are making this task difficult. If you have 
received, or are in the process of receiving, a 
graduate or professional degree, please 
remember to brag a little and alert the 
Alumni Office. Thank you. 

The Alumni Relations Office 
610-896-1004 
e-mail• alumni@have;ford.edu  
370 Lancaster Avenue, Haverford, PA 
19041-1392. 
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Lois Banta 

AS I SEE IT 

A Charmed Existence: 
Searching for Truth in the 
Beauty of Nature 

by Lois Banta, 
Assistant Professor of Biology 

The scientist does not study Nature because it is 
useful; he studies it because he delights in it, 
and he delights in it because it is beautiful. 

—Henri Poincare (1854-1912) 

IN 1864, HAVERFORD COLLEGE 
appointed Edward Cope as the first Pro-

fessor of Comparative Zoology and Botany. 
Eighty-nine years later, the Biology depart-
ment was still teaching courses such as "The 
Trees of Eastern Pennsylvania." What a privi-
lege it must have been to be paid to lead stu-
dents in studies of the luxuriant flora and 
fauna of Penn's Woods! But today, the com-
plexion of Biology at Haverford, and around 
the world, has changed dramatically. The past 
half-century has seen an explosion of insight 
into Nature's hidden Truth. The research at 
the heart of modern biology offers glimpses 
into processes within cells that are as beauti-
ful, and as intellectually delightful, as any-
thing the naturalist could envision. In the 
Arcadia that is Haverford College, as in 
research labs world-wide, students and facul-
ty are engaged in a quest for deeper under-
standing of the basic mechanisms by which 
cells and their constituents function to gener-
ate complex living organisms—the plants, 
animals, and microbes that comprise and 
interact in the world around us. 

When I entered graduate school eleven 
years ago, I was eager to find a project that 
would be medically relevant. Having spent 
three years as an undergraduate studying the 
relatively esoteric topic of "how bacteria eat," 
I was ready to do something more useful to 
society, to discover something that would 
prove more applicable to the prevention or 
cure of disease. Sixteen months later, I had 
moved one step up the evolutionary ladder, 
from bacteria to their slightly more sophisti-
cated cousins, Baker's yeast. What I had 
learned in the interim was that most bio-
medical breakthroughs are predicated on 
years or even decades of basic research, and 
that that basic research is undertaken not 
because of any promise of eventual useful-
ness, but because the scientist delights in  

learning about the work-
ings of Nature. 

In the twenty-five 
years since President 
Richard Nixon declared a 
"War on Cancer," 
researchers have made 
major strides in under-
standing what goes awry 
in this insidious disease. 
And what we have discov-
ered suggests that it is 
insidious indeed. For the 
players that cause a cell to 
divide inappropriately, 
leading to formation of a 
tumor, are merely our 
cells' own guardians in 
disguise. Cancer arises 
when one of the 
guardians, which normal-
ly keep the cell in line by regulating its deci-
sion to divide, is altered; the cell, like a dis-
obedient child whose nanny's back is turned, 
violates its social contract with its neighbors 
and replicates itself. The landmark discovery 
that oncogenes, or cancer-causing genes, have 
normal counterparts in healthy, non-cancer-
ous cells, was published in 1976, but the 
pioneering work that led to this discovery 
dates back to 1911, when Peyton Rous 
described a virus that caused tumors in 
chickens. In the early 1970's, a small group 
of scientists started studying how yeast cells 
decide when to divide; few researchers imag-
ined that these inquiries on the life and times 
of a single-celled microbe would provide the 
key to much of what we know today about 
how human cells decide when to divide. And 
even fewer realized that studies on fruit flies 
missing one particular type of light-sensing 
eye cell would prove pivotal in understanding 
how a cell gets the message that it should 
divide. In each of these cases, it was scientists 
intrigued by the beauty of a biological 
process, rather than its utility, who con-
tributed wondrously to the advances made in 
cancer research the past two decades. 

Today, the popular press is replete with 
news of genes that predispose one to get cancer 
or other diseases, and of genetic therapies that 
promise to replace defective genes with "good" 
ones. The genetic revolution we are witnessing 
was precipitated by yet another discovery 
whose prodigious practical applications could 
not have been predicted. Researchers investi- 

gating viruses' abilities to 
infect bacterial cells stum-
bled upon the tools that 
have permitted scientists to 
cut and paste DNA, thus 
allowing genetic material 
from more than one organ-
ism to be joined together. 
The era of recombinant 
DNA technology ushered 
in by this finding has irre-
versibly altered the way bio-
logical questions are stud-
ied. The genetic makeup of 
long-extinct animals is 
examined, O.J. Simpson's 
guilt or innocence rests on 
the results of "DNA finger-
printing," and the federal 
government is spending $3 
billion over 15 years to 

decipher the 9 billion units of genetic informa-
tion that encode a human being. Plants have 
been genetically engineered to taste offensive to 
caterpillars and to produce biodegradable plas-
tics. The ability to manipulate plants' DNA is 
itself a by-product of basic research into the 
mechanism by which a particular bacterium 
causes a particular disease on susceptible plants. 

What are we to make of the extraordinary 
realm of possibilities for this novel technolo-
gy? Clearly the societal ramifications are 
legion, as are the ethical and legal considera-
tions. Contrary to what some in the scientific 
community would like to believe, questions 
of moral and social consequences cannot be 
left to the philosophers and social scientists. 
We-scientists and "lay public" alike-must 
share in the Quaker ideals of individual and 
collective responsibility to ensure that the 
emerging biological technologies are used 
wisely. We are in an era in which claims are 
made concerning "Violence" genes, "Gay" 
genes, and "Obesity" genes, a time in which 
the future of both health care and funding for 
scientific research is murky at best, a year in 
which genetically altered tomatoes make it to 
the dinner table and the country's religious 
leaders call for a moratorium on the patenting 
of genes and genetically altered organisms. 
Our society needs clear thinkers to serve as 
moral beacons as we navigate through these 
tricky waters; if our students are to shoulder 
this obligation, they must wrestle with the 
ethical dimensions of science even as they 
revel in the beauty of Nature's intricacies. 
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