


May 31-June 2, 1985 

Save the date for a special visit to 
the Haverford campus at its peak of 
beauty. What better way to see old 
friends and make new ones, visit with 
faculty members and enjoy spring
time at the College. 

All are invited to share in this 
weekend of fun and memories. 
Special reunion classes include: 

50th Anniversary: 1935 
40th Anniversary: 1945 
25th Anniversary: 1960 
1Oth Anniversary: 1975 

5-year reunion classes include: 

1915. 1920. 1925. 1930. 1940. 
1950. 1955. 1965 . 1970. 1980 

There will be a special celebration 
for the graduate students (M.A. '45 
and '46) of the Relief and Reconstruc
tion Unit. 

Early registration will take place 
on May 31 ; Barclay and Lloyd Halls 
will house overnight visitors. 

ALUMNI DAY, June 1, will include 
continental breakfast, registration, 
Convocation at Marshall Auditorium 
in Roberts Hall , dedication of the ren-

ovated athletic facilities, faculty lec
tures, and a gala luncheon. Tables 
will be reserved in the Haverford 
Dining Center for special reunion 
classes. You're invited to run on the 
new surface in the Field House or to 
play tennis on the outdoor courts. 
Locker room facilities will be avail
able all day on Alumni Day. 

On Sunday, wrap up the weekend 
with a leisurely brunch. Meeting for 
Worship will be held at Haverford 
Friends Meetinghouse, adjacent to 
campus. 
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edi!M TO HORIZONS 

On Pacifism ___ _ 
I couldn't let 1984 disappear into 

the annals of history without com
menting on Arthur Kane Jr.'s very 
pessimistic view of peacemaking in 
the Summer 1984 HORIZONS. 

A good friend of mind, Rev. Wil
liam Sloane Coffin Jr., once said 
"cynicism is a tourniquet to stop the 
bleeding inside." I can't help but feel 
that aptly describes how Mr. Kane 
looks at the work for peace which has 
grown dramatically since the elec
tion of the Reagan Administration. 
But I say, "Stop bleeding, Mr. Kane." 

As one who "crawled out from un
der the woodwork" well before the 
recent interest in the arms race (dare 
I say it?) "mushroomed," I can testify 
to the depth and breadth of the peace 
movement. People from all walks of 
life are questioning the validity of an 
unending arms race and are seeing 
the need for reversing it. These peo
ple include workers in defense 
plants, scientists at weapons labora
tories, pilots and missileers, former 
generals-people from directly with
in the "military-industrial complex" 
as Eisenhower termed it. 

But it also includes clergy, aca
demics, housewives, mechanics, real 
estate developers, foundation execu
tives, nurses, journalists, farmers, la
bor leaders, and, yes, even top level 
corporate executives. This gives me 
reason to have some faith that hu
manity is capable of change. I don't 
believe this is simplistic naivete. 
After all, the very examples of pacifist 
leadership in this century which Mr. 
Kane cites-Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. 
King, the Berrigans---contributed 
mightily to freeing a nation, advanc
ing civil rights and ending the longest 
war in our history. 

These are all "signs of hope." And 
if anything is a cure for cynicism, it is 
hope. A lot of people are starting to 
walk down the "hope path." It's not 
so "lonely" anymore. Why not make 
1985 the time to take your first step? 

Ron Freund '69 
Evanston, IL 
December 31, 1984 
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Peter Hurd ___ _ 
Because of a misdirected issue of 

HORIZONS I have just read your obit
uary of Peter Hurd. As a footnote to 
your comments about his relation
ship with President Johnson and 
Hurd's comment "I never learned to 
copy photos" you may be amused to 
know how much of a fibber Hurd was. 
Hurd himself, at the formal presenta
tion to the National Portrait Gallery 
of the "ugliest" Johnson portrait, 
showed me the two-page color 
spread in National Geographic which 
he had carefully copied for the por
trait's background view of the Cap
itol. He was inordinately proud of the 
fact that he had accurately copied 
even the red traffic lights that the 
photo showed on Pennsylvania Ave
nue. (There's an even better story 
about the famous Johnson quote, but 
that's for another time.) 

Monroe H. Fabian 
Curator, Department of 
Painting and Sculpture 
The National Portrait Gallery 
Washington, DC 

A Viking Connection?_ 
At least one Haverfordian never 

wondered, until 1984, where the 
name Haverford came from. He only 
knew that, like Cynwyd, Narberth, 
Bryn Mawr and St. Davids, it was 
Welsh. An invitation to give the first 
annual E. H. Carr memorial lecture at 
the University College of Wales in 
Aberystwyth gave Anne Fox and me 
the opportunity to visit a part of 
Wales sometimes called "little En
gland beyond Wales." It contains a 
number of South Pembrokeshire 
towns after which Main Line commu
nities were named. One is Haverford
west, a hilly market town whose intri
cate street pattern is so complex that 
it hardly needed the ancient castle on 
its highest hill to defend itself against 
marauding Vikings, conquering Nor
mans, or angry Welshmen disaffected 
with their English rulers. Today it is a 
splendid base for day-trips, including 
points along the nearby coast facing 

south across the Bristol Channel and 
west across the Irish Sea. The coastal 
cliffs offer a hundred miles of easy 
and scenic walking. 

There is no Haverfordeast, and our 
curiosity as to what was "west" about 
Haverfordwest led us to the museum 
in the partly restored castle where 
we found, along with exhibits of the 
town's early history, the following: 

THE NAME-HA VERFORDWEST 
The Viking Connection 

The origin of the name Haverford
west is obscure because it is probably 
Viking in origin, but it was used and 
first written down by people who did 
not understand its meaning. 

It may have meant the Fiord of 
Havard, a Viking warrior or settler or 
the ford of the He-goat or Buck (Haefer 
is the Old English word for Buck). 
The "-west" suffix was added to dis
tinguish it from Hereford and Hert
ford. It is likely that a small settlement 
was established here by the Vikings, 
but no remains of theirs have been 
found. Perhaps it awaits discovery by 
an archaeologist. 

Bill Fox '32 
Riverside, CT 

Honor Code ____ _ 
I receive HORIZONS since I am a 

member of the Haverford Corpora
tion. "The Honor Code" article, in 
HORIZONS Fall 1984, reminded me of 
the Quaker ideal that swearing by the 
Bible to tell the truth in a court of law 
and having an honor code in an edu
cational institution imply having a 
double standard. One is obligated al
ways to tell the truth, not just when 
swearing to do so by the Bible. One is 
obligated always to be honorable, not 
just when agreeing to be so in those 
areas designated by an honor code. 

The frailties and imperfections of 
humans, however, make the attain
ment of the Quaker ideal extremely 
difficult. Therefore, I expect an honor 
code is at least a step in the right di
rection, as is the affirmation to tell 
the truth without the Bible in a court 
of law. 

Thomas E. Purdy 
Philadelphia, PA 

Corrections ___ _ 
In "Haverford's Hall of Farner," (Fall 

1984, p. 17) we mistakenly stated that 
George Earnshaw is a member of the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 
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AT HAVERFORD 

Standing Room Only 
For the nineteenth consecutive 

year, gospel music heralded the holi
day season at Haverford. The Main 
Line Interdenominational Choir re
turned to Roberts Hall last Decem
ber, bringing students, faculty, staff, 
alumni and neighbors together for an 
evening of gospel tunes, hymns and 
spirituals. Hand-clapping, foot
stamping and swaying in the aisles 
characterized the concert, which 
filled Marshall Auditorium to stand
ing room only. 

This year's gospel concert, coordi
nated by history professor Roger 
Lane, brought the tradition of the 
holiday concert at Haverford full cir
cle. In 1965, choir members from lo
cal Baptist, Methodist and African 
Methodist Episcopal Churches joined 
in a performance to benefit Serendip
ity Day Camp, a summer camp held 
at the College for children of neigh
boring communities. In 1969, the 
singers came together to form the 
Main Line Interdenominational Choir. 
While the day camp ended in 1972, 
the choir stayed, and the annual con
cert to benefit community activity re
mained a Haverford tradition. But 
this year, the concert returned to its 
original purpose. Serendipity is being 
revived and revitalized, thanks to the 
efforts of Lane and Eighth Dimension 
director Mary Louise Allen, who was 
involved with the camp as a parent in 

Fast for World Hunger 
Relief 

The Haverford-Bryn Mawr Quaker 
Activities Committee, a student 
group that seeks to address tradition
al Quaker concerns, sponsored a 
week of educational activities and a 
day of fast at the two colleges during 
November 1984. The fast was part of 
a nationwide effort to benefit Oxfam 
America, a non-profit international 
service organization that funds disas
ter relief and self-help development 
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the 60's. Last summer, a "mini-Seren
dipity" was held at the College for six 
weeks, and Haverford's community 
service organization, Eighth Dimen
sion, will again support the camp in 
the summer of 1985. 

Lane, who has been named an 
honorary (non-singing) member of 
the choir, said, "I got involved initial
ly because it was a community effort 

programs throughout Africa, Asia and 
South America. Events on the calen
dar included several films about de
velopment and food issues, a slide 
presentation on the American 
Friends Service Committee's work on 
hunger relief, and a Collection featur
ing Paul Hopkins, former representa
tive to the Middle East for the World 
Council of Churches, speaking on the 
problem of hunger in Africa. A major 
event was the "world distribution 
meal," in which students were as
signed to represent global popula
tion, and food was distributed ac
cording to consumption patterns. 
Sixty percent of the participants, 

to support the day camp. Then I fell 
in love with the music-as so many 
people do." As always, former choir 
members climbed to the stage to join 
the group, and the audience joined 
in. As they have for the past 18 years, 
the 30 gray-robed members of the 
choir, under the direction of Harold 
Thompson, brought joy to the com
munity. 

seated on the floor, ate meals of rice 
and tea; seated at tables, 27 percent 
had rice, beans and vegetables, and 
the remaining 13 percent were 
served meals of beef, rice, vegetables, 
rolls, coffee and dessert. 

Nearly a thousand students, facul
ty and administrators at Haverford 
and Bryn Mawr participated in the 
Oxfam fast. The food services of the 
two colleges reimbursed QUAC for 
the meals not eaten by fasting stu
dents who usually participate in the 
meal plan. Other participants donat
ed the money saved on food the day 
of the fast. All told, the group raised 
nearly $3200. 



Haverford Faculty and 
Administration 1833-
1984 

Now available in the Quaker Col
lection is a list of all who have been 
appointed to the Haverford faculty or 
administration from the beginning of 
the College to the present day. John 
F. Gummere '22 searched catalogs 
and the records of the Provost's Of
fice to collect a full listing of Haver
ford staffers past and present, cata
loged in a card file supplemented 
with copies of an earlier printed pam
phlet. In addition to senior adminis
trators in student services and gener
al operations, the administrative list 
includes admissions officers, com
puter staff, development officers, ad
visers for law and medicine, physi
cians, counselors, and psychiatrists. 
For teaching staff, records include 
appointments, promotions, endowed 
chairs and temporary administrative 
posts held, degrees, and ending date 
of service at Haverford. 

Collaborative Efforts_ 
Haverford professors are getting 

the chance to work together with 
their colleagues from Bryn Mawr, 
Swarthmore, Temple and the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania under a Ford 
Foundation grant designed to foster 
cooperative faculty development. 
The grant, which is being adminis
tered by Bryn Mawr College, involves 
a series of faculty research and cur
riculum development projects. Dur
ing the spring semester at Haverford, 
Elaine Hansen of Haverford's Eng
lish department and Marge Murphy 
from the history department at 
Swarthmore will be leading the first 
part of a two-course series on "Wom
en Working, Women Writing." The 
spring course , focusing on texts of the 
20th century, is offered at both 
Swarthmore and Haverford cam
puses. Next fall , "Women Working, 
Women Writing" will focus on En-

John Spielman 

New Chair 
History professor John Spielman 

has been named the first Audrey Dus
seau Memorial Professor in the Hu
manities. Spielman, who has taught at 
Haverford since 1959, served as dean 
of the College from 1966 to 1968. 

Spielman received his B.A. from 
the University of Montana, and his 
M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of 
Wisconsin. He has been a Fulbright 
Scholar in Vienna several times, and 
spent a 1983-84 research sabbatical in 
Austria. His specialty is modern Euro-

gland from 1830 to 1880, in a course 
taught jointly at Bryn Mawr and 
Swarthmore by Jane Caplan of Bryn 
Mawr's history department and 
Swarthmore English professor Mary 
Poovey. 

Associate professor of philosophy 
Kathleen Wright will join forces with 
Richard Eldridge of Swarthmore's phi
losophy department and Carol Bern
stein of the Bryn Mawr English depart
ment to present a course on "The 
Romance of the Self in Philosophy 
and Literature," at Haverford and 
Swarthmore. Their curriculum devel
opment project involves English and 
German Romantic poetry and philos
ophy. 

Two cooperative research projects 
involving senior faculty are also fund
ed by the grant. Harvey Glickman of 
Haverford 's political science depart
ment is leading a project on "Crisis in 
African Development. " Joining him 
are Robert Washington of Bryn Mawr 
College, Raymond Hopkins of Swarth
more and Sayre Schatz of Temple. The 

pean history, focusing on Austria and 
the Habsburg dynasty of the 17th and 
18th centuries. He has authored, edit
ed or translated numerous articles 
and books , including the 1977 Leo
pold I of Austria, which has been 
translated into German, and a transla
tion of the 17th-century German novel 
The Adventures of Simplicissimus. 

John L. Dusseau '34 , a former vice 
president of the W. B. Saunders pub
lishing company in Philadelphia, 
graduated from Haverford with a B.A. 
in English. He earned an M.A. in Eng
lish in 1935 at Duke University. In re
cent years he has published several 
articles on aspects of American histo
ry and on world affairs . Dusseau es
tablished the professorship in the hu
manities as a memorial to his first 
wife, Audrey, who died suddenly in 
1979. 

The professorship was announced 
at a January 1985 faculty research talk 
where Spielman spoke on the rela
tionship between the Habsburg Court 
and the city of Vienna in a lecture en
titled "Building Imperial Vienna 1600-
1780." 

second project, "Aspects of the Rela
tionship Between High Culture and 
Popular Culture in Russia 1881 -1920," 
is a collaboration among Haverford 
history professor Linda Gerstein , 
historian Alfred Rieber of the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania and George Kline 
of Bryn Mawr's philosophy depart
ment. 

The grant also provided for a com
parative literature seminar last sum
mer. Six faculty members from Bryn 
Mawr and Haverford shared their re
search on theatre from many coun
tries and eras. Haverford faculty mem
bers who participated included 
professor of classics Joseph Russo, 
Spanish professor Israel Burshatin 
and Robert Butman of the English 
department. Next summer the grant 
will provide for a seminar on senior 
faculty development at the colleges , 
centering on the issue of early retire
ment. Proposals for two additional 
curriculum development projects for 
the 1985-86 academic year are under 
consideration. 
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AVANT
GARDE 

FEATURED IN 
COMFORT GALLERY 

T his fall, Haverford's Comfort 
Gallery held an exhibit of 
"Avant-Garde Photography 

1900-1940," featuring the works of 
the Soviet artist Alexander Rod
chenko and German portraitist Au
gust Sander. 

Alexander Rodchenko (1891-
1956), painter, cinematographer and 
designer as well as photographer, 
lived through the cultural and artistic 
ferment of Revolutionary Russia. 
Rodchenko incorporated both the 
techniques and theories of contem
porary social and artistic movements 
into his work. He fused the geometri
cal lines and planes of Constructivist 
art, which grew out of Cubist and 
Futurist interpretation, with vivid 
images of the growing modernization 
and industrialization of Soviet life. 

Altering the traditional perspec
tive of horizon line and static propor
tion, Rodchenko supplied unexpect
ed points of view, presenting 
dislocated space with the use of un
usual close-up shots and shifted per
spective. His style of composition 
emphasized the print as a complex 
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assembly of planes and textures. The 
photographs in the Rodchenko ex
hibit, originally produced in the 
1920's and 30's, were printed in Mos
cow in 1979 under the direction of 
Rodchenko's widow, Warwara Ste
panowa. 

August Sander (1876-1964) docu
mented Weimar Germany through 
photographs intended for a series 
called "Man of the 20th Century." 
Associated with a group of artists 
known as the "Cologne Progressives" 
and later coming to adapt the views 
of the Neue Sachlichkeit, or "new ob
jectivity," movement, Sander's work 
represents the German realism of the 
1920's. In his native Westerwald, 
Sander began to photograph what he 
considered archetypes of German 
folk. Using glossy silver gelatin print
ing paper rather than gum brichro
mate heightened the detail in the 
photographs, and Sander saw his pre
cise work as an objective record of 
contemporary Germany. Typically, 
he featured subjects posed for full
length portraits in their work or life 
environment. 

The project entitled "Man of the 
20th Century" went uncompleted be
cause of interference from the Nazi 
Party. Of the 70 prints exhibited in 
Comfort Gallery, 10 were vintage 
prints from the Westerwald series. 
The other 60 were published in Face 
of Our Time; the prints were made by 
Gunthe Sander using the same tech
niques as August Sander had used. 

The Comfort Gallery exhibition 
was accompanied by a series of 
events about the lives and work of 
the two artists, including a lecture by 
Gerd Sander, grandson of the German 
photographer, on the work of August 
Sander. Five films focusing on early 
twentieth century German and Soviet 
life were shown, including "Mother," 
V.I. Pudorkin's 1926 film adaptation 
of Maxim Gorky's Revolutionary nov
el, and Slatan Dudow's "Whither Ger
many." The filming of Dudow's movie 
and its screenplay by Bertold Brecht 
were sponsored by the German Com- -
munist Party, and the film was 
thought to have been destroyed by 
the Nazi Party in the 1930's. The gal
lery also offered walking tours of the 
Rodchenko/Sander show. The twin 
exhibitions were directed by William 
E. Williams, associate professor of 
fine arts, and coordinated by Brian D. 
Cohen '81. 

Opposite page: August 
Sander, Mother and 
Daughter (1912); 
Pastry Chef, Cologne
Lindenthal (ca. 1928); 
Hod-Carrier (ca. 1928) 
Right: Sander, Part
Time Students, Cologne 
(ca. 1926) Below: 
Alexander Rodchenko, 
Nikolai Aseyev (1930) 
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PROGRESS REPORT: 

ACADEMIC COMPUTER 
CENTER 

' 'word processing has 
become very, very 
popular," says a stu

dent assistant in the Computer Cen
ter. "You see a lot of English and 
philosophy majors who view the 
computer as a big plastic box, with 
the word IBM on the side, that you 
write a paper on. Every once in a 
while you hear a frantic cry from one 
of these students in the center: 'Oh 
my God, I've just lost it.' " 

Occasionally, students will unwit
tingly lose a microcomputer file by 
taking out a diskette without "saving" 
the paper they've been working on; 
the only way to retrieve the file is to 
put the diskette back in before the 
machine is turned off or anyone else 
uses it. A math professor recalls see
ing one student pull out a diskette 
(without saving the paper she was 
writing), go to another machine, in
sert the same diskette, and start 
working on another file. The profes
sor rushed over to tell the student to 
go back to the original machine be
fore anyone else used it, re-insert the 
diskette and save the file. She quickly 
responded-pulling the diskette from 
machine #2, and returning to the 
first, not realizing that she had not 
"saved" the second file. Luckily, an
other student noticed her second 
mistake, and alerted her so she could 
rush back to machine #2 and save 
the second file. If it had not been for 
the sharp eyes of her comrades, both 
files-the greater part of a term pa
per-would have been gone forever. 

At least one of the computer work
rooms on campus is open fifteen 
hours a day, but when exam time 
comes, there are those who want ac
cess to terminals twenty-four hours a 
day. Through an arrangement with 
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by Edmund Meyers Jr., 
director of Academic Computing 

Students Council, qualified students 
can volunteer to staff the center from 
the hours of midnight to 9 a.m. The 
volunteers, however, must first get 
the signature of the Students Council 
president who will secure the ap
proval of the director of Academic 
Computing. During the winter exam 
period, this year's SC co-presidents 
were literally followed around cam
pus with volunteers clutching "per
mission sheets" awaiting signature. 
"Probably the worst harassment," 
says co-president Dave Berque '85, 
"came when Beth Mintz (co-presi
dent) was in the shower. Someone 
came into the bathroom and pleaded, 
through the shower curtain, for her 
to stick her hand out of the shower 
and sign the form.'' 

As these examples show, most 
Haverford students tend to see com
puting as a vehicle in the process of 
obtaining an education and not-as 
would the "hackers" one reads of
as an end in itself. In support of the 
varied computer use, Academic Com
puting has changed considerably 
over the past year. 

The title "computer center" is mis
leading, for the College's computer 
resources are widely spread around 

campus. Three clusters (in Hall, 
Hilles and Stokes) are staffed by stu
dent assistants and are open most of 
the day, one of them serving students 
from 9 a.m. until midnight. Other 
equipment accessible to students is 
housed in Magill Library, Sharpless 
Hall, and in additional space in 
Stokes. In addition, four work sta
tions have been equipped for faculty 
use, and many individual machines 
can be found all around the College. 
This dispersion of equipment reflects 
the degree to which computers are 
used in support of the instructional 
program. 

The equipment in these varied lo
cations consists primarily of micro
computers. Most of these are IBM 
Personal Computers (Haverford 
owns 55). In addition, there is a VAX-
111750 serving as a centralized com
puter for those tasks requiring that 
type of resource. The IBM PC's have 
at least 192-KB of memory and two 
360-KB diskettes; some have fast 
floating-point co-processors, addi
tional memory, and miscellaneous 
other options. The V AX-11/750 has 4 
megabytes of memory, 456-MB of 
disk storage, and the customary ter
minals and peripherals. This equip
ment was purchased over two years 
through a generous grant from the 
Pew Memorial Trust. Additional 
funds contributed by the foundation 
were allocated to train Haverford fac
ulty in how to use the equipment in 
teaching and research. 

The entry-level operating sys
tem-available on all our equip
ment-is the UCSD p-System with 
Pascal; this is a tree-structured com
puting environment which supports 
an easy-to-learn, yet powerful, editor, 
which also supports the Pascal pro-



gramming language. The p-System 
(and Pascal language) is used in "In
troduction to Computer Problem
Solving," the General Programs 
course that many Haverford students 
take, as well as other computer sci
ence courses. For the IBM PC's, the 
PC-DOS (personal computer disk op
erating system) operating system is 
used for a wide variety of packaged 
software including word processing, 
spread sheets, economic modeling, 
statistics, and other applications. The 
VAX-111750 utilizes the VMS operat
ing system in support of Pascal, For
tran, C, and BASIC; under VMS, a 
Unix-like operating system exists to 
support some computer science ap
plications as well as scientific word 
processing. In all, there is a rich array 
of software resources underpinning 
the educational activities of the Col
lege. 

Many colleges and universities are 
currently exploring the merits of mi
crocomputers compared to central
ized systems. While the microcom
puter is superior at word processing, 
teaching programming and other 
similar tasks, the VAX supermini can 
be used for large simulations, pro
cessing survey research data and any 
work requiring extensive main mem
ory or extensive disk storage. Howev
er, instead of continuing the debate 
about the advantages of each type of 
machine, we are preparing for a link
age between the two so that students 
will have both types of resource at 
their fingertips. Toward that end, a 
local area network is being con
structed on campus which will per
mit a micro to be connected either to 
the V AX-111750 or to another micro
computer. It's too early to comment 
upon the actual use of the "local net," 
but the entire community will soon 
be able to start exploring networking 
technology. 

The College is also joining MAIL
NET, an intercampus electronic mail 
network. MAILNET will permit Haver
ford scholars to communicate easily 
with their colleagues at other col
leges and universities in the United 
States and Europe. This type of long
distance electronic mail permits co
authors to share drafts of papers 
easily and quickly; it encourages re
searchers to keep in touch with col
leagues with similar academic spe
cialties; and it generally supports 
communications in many forms of 
academic matters. 

Sesame Street in Sharpless? 

Anne Fletcher '85 welcomes Sharon Anderson and son Joseph to the Infant Lab 

The staid corridors of the psychol
ogy and biology building are rather 
cheery these days. Signs directing 
parents to the new "Infant Lab" fea
ture the familiar faces of Bert and Er
nie and the Cookie Monster. Upstairs, 
an intake room is decorated with a 
nursery school mural painted by stu
dent volunteers from a psychology 
class. 

The friendly atmosphere is part of 
an effort to create a comfortable en
vironment for the 12- to 24-month
old children who participate in the 
Psychology Department's research 
on language acquisition and develop
ment. Under the direction of assis
tant professor Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek, 
Haverford students are using sophis
ticated, newly purchased video and 
sound equipment to test language 
comprehension in the very young. 

Two seniors, for example, are con
ducting their thesis research on word 
order comprehension in infants. By 
showing different videos of familiar 
Sesame Street characters on two 
screens and simultaneously playing a 
voice tape that describes the action 
on only one of the screens, students 
hope to tell at what stage infants can 

determine correct word order. Hid
den from the subject by a screen, a 
student observer watches the child's 
visual response: does the subject reg
ularly look to the screen described 
by the voice, or is preference arbi
trary? By tracking the data from dif
ferent age groups, students hope to 
uncover information on when infants 
begin to understand the order of sub
ject and object. At what point is "Big 
Bird washes Cookie Monster" under
stood as being different from "Cookie 
Monster washes Big Bird"? 

Other experiments in the Infant 
Lab include tests of verb comprehen
sion and word integration in the very 
young. Many established pyschologi
cal procedures test only a subject's 
productive capacity in language
but being able to verbalize, in the 
case of the very young, is not the 
same as being able to understand. By 
observing children's reactions, rather 
than asking for their direct participa
tion, the research hopes to uncover 
new infomation about comprehen
sion in small children. According to 
Hirsh-Pasek, this type of research 
could change common perceptions 
about the learning patterns of infants. 
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AT HAVERFORD 

FACULTY PROFILE 

JOHN DAVISON '51 

Inward Adventurer 

S tudents in John Davison's ele
mentary music classes are 
asked to create musical com

positions. For those who have no for
mal background in music, the propo
sition may seem a little bold. But 
Davison believes that everyone has a 
voice to express in music, and that 
the individual should not be con
stricted by the trends of the time. His 
own works, for groups and instru
ments ranging from full orchestra to 
solo piano, have earned him a nation
al reputation as a composer. Davison 
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says that he has "always" composed, 
from childhood on. "My adventures 
are inward adventures," he explains. 

Currently Ruth Marshall Magill 
Professor of Music, Davison has 
taught at the College since 1959, but 
his role in the music department 
goes back even farther; when he 
graduated from Haverford in 1951, he 
was the College's second music ma
jor. Davison went on to receive gra
duate degrees from Harvard Univer
sity and the Eastman School of Music. 
He returned to the College to take the 

place of Alfred Swan, his own teacher 
and Haverford's first (and for many 
years only) professor of music. 

The road to recognition has not 
been easy for John Davison. He has 
gone against the currents of musical 
fashion, breaking ideologies not with 
the fanatical violence of the icono
clast but with the simple, devoted 
passion of a composer who knows he 
must hear his own voice. In seeking 
always to express an inner truth, he 
has avoided many of the complex 

, and atonal trends of the last few dec-



ades in modern music. Says Davison, 
"I've waged a lifelong battle against 
the wrong kind of complexity in mu
sic. It's been a fashion, particularly 
among academic composers, par
ticularly in the 60's and early 70's, to 
write music that is so complex that it 
really isn't very easy or pleasant for 
general audiences." He has studied 
and learned from that music, but he 
says, "I've tried to stay away from its 
excesses, and in doing that I've gone 
what was sometimes a very lonely 
road. To be simple but good is just as 
difficult as anything else, and people 
don't always recognize that. They 
think if it sounds straightforward, it 
must not have taken as much work as 
if it sounds very complicated," he 
comments. 

"What would it be like if the only 
novels generally available by twenti
eth-century authors were Joyce's Fin
negan's Wake and a few others equal
ly dense and obscure?" he asks. "I 
imagine most people would sigh, 
leave these impenetrable master
pieces on the bookshelves and turn 
aside to pulp magazines or back to 
Melville, Austen and Dickens ... 

"With the written word, such a sit
uation seems unimaginable, but at 
least from 1960 to 1975 something 
close to it was the case in the classi
cal music world. Most new 'classical' 
or 'serious' compositions presented 
the audience with sounds that were 
incomprehensible or repellent to 
most, even those who knew their 
Bach or Beethoven, or even their Pro
kofiev. So, for their new music, peo
ple listened to rock, perhaps jazz; 
and, for their classical music, any
thing written before 1910. An un
known new name on a classical pro
gram became a signal to stay away or 
walkout.... 

"There needs to be a meeting 
ground between the complex and the 
simple: an organic kind of complex
ity, where you don't condescend and 
you're not just using cliches and 'for
mulas to sell,' but on the other hand 
where you're not seeking obscurity 
for its own sake, where you're really 
trying to communicate something. 
The equivalent in the novel or drama 
would be that you still have to tell a 
story, and you have to have charac
ters that are believable. I see an 
equivalent need in music as having 
themes and key centers that are audi
ble, and never losing classical mu
sic's tie with basic chant, song and 

dance and with the roots of the West
ern culture." 

Davison thus finds close links be
tween literature and music. His inter
ests include the common structure of 
epic narrative and great symphonic 
works, and the relationship between 
poetry and music. Under a 1980 Mel
lon Grant, Davison and English pro
fessor John Ashmead designed a 
course that focused on how language 
and music work to shape each other. 

Davison firmly believes in doing 
one's own best work, without trying, 
manneristically, to be "original." "I 
think too much has been made of the 
idea of originality in the twentieth 
century. Everybody's original; each 
human being is different. You don't 
need to worry about it. If you learn 
your art and study the great models 
well and deeply absorb them, then 
when you try to do something and 
you have the craft to do it, it's going 
to come out. When it comes right it's 
going to have something of you in it." 

Being a musician opens the acade
mician to public scrutiny, and a com
poser often must be a promoter as 
well as artist. But, as friends of Davi
son will testify, he's on the shy side. 
"My temperament is to throw more of 
myself into composing than into pub
licity or self-promotion,'' he says. 
Fortunately, he has the respect and 
attention of a cluster of conductors 
and musicians who commission his 
efforts. For example, Marc Mostovoy, 
who directs the Concerto Soloists of 
Philadelphia, asked Davison to com
pose a work for bagpipe and string 
orchestra a few years ago. Davison 
had reservations about the incongru
ity of the musical sounds, and hedged 
on the idea of such a piece, but Mos
tovoy told him, "You're the only per
son I know who could do it." Davison 
did, and "King Arthur's Return" was 
first performed at the Academy of 
Music in 1983. 

Works in progress include a piano 
sonata for former Haverford faculty 
member Sylvia Glickman, a work for 
two violins commissioned by fine 
arts professor Charles Stegeman as a 
gift for his son, a major piece for viola 
and orchestra for Joseph de Pas
quale, a member of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra and of the Haverford resi
dent chamber music group, the de 
Pasquale String Quartet, and a Christ
mas cantata for Dr. Robert T. Sataloff 
'71, who now teaches medicine at Jef
ferson University and conducts the 

university's choir. Concert halls in 
Philadelphia and New York hear fre
quent performances of Davison's 
works, both old and new. Sometimes 
works can be both old and new; wit
ness his latest Cello Sonata. After 
completing the first movement of the 
piece, he realized he was using some 
ideas that he was not prepared to 
deal with fully, so he shelved the 
piece. Returning to it 15 years later, 
Davison completed the work, which 
was given its premiere in late 1984 by 
cellist Dieuwke Davydov, with Davi
son at the piano, at a concert featur
ing the work of six area composers 
(including former Haverford profes
sor Harold Boatrite). 

Again using the metaphor of lan
guage, Davison welcomes the advent 
of the "New Romanticism,'' in con
trast to the austere, fragmented post
expressionists and repetitive mini
malists. He likes to draw attention to 
a group he labels "the evolution
ists-those who saw all along how 
music is like a verbal language .... 
While other composers have flailed 
about, the evolutionists have slowly 
and carefully been continuing to 
build on the older roots of the West
ern idiom, refining, throwing little 
out, adding with care new 'words' 
when appropriate, synthesizing, us
ing the living, growing language for 
individual, deeply felt communica
tion of an inner vision .... What they 
have done is bound to draw notice 
eventually, for it is what most people 
really want art to be: communication, 
in a comprehensible language, of a 
hopeful vision of order and beauty." 

The advent of the new tonal trend 
in the musical world makes Davison's 
road a little smoother. "Luckily the 
fashions right now are in the process 
of change, so that there is more room 
for individuality again. This was the 
case in the 40's and the very early 
SO's when I was doing my first com
positions. And then the fashions be
came very rigid. I refused to go along 
with them, and by refusing, I know
ingly sacrificed certain opportunities 
and certain types of recognition I 
might have had, had I gone in that di
rection. 

"But,'' says Davison quietly, "I 
couldn't have lived with myself if I 
had gone that way, because I felt that 
the only real point, real enjoyment, 
really honest thing to do was to write 
what I heard in my head, what really 
meant something to me." 
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Humtones Harmonize 
With a repertoire of favorites old 

and new, Haverford's own Skip Doo
Wop and the Humtones continue to 
croon to the College community. in 
addition to their appearance at Par
ents' Day, the barbershop nine have 
warbled to a packed Macerate Recit
al Hall on several occasions. The 
Humtones have also joined forces in 
performance with the Bryn Mawr
Haverford women's a cappella group 
known as "The Suburban Squares." 
Honoring traditional singing group 
etiquette, the Humtones have hosted 
a variety of singing groups from other 
colleges and universities. During the 
fall semester, Yale's Proof of the Pud
ding, the Jackson Jills from Tufts Uni
versity, and The Counterparts of the 
University of Pennsylvania all 
brought their graceful tones to cam
pus, and this spring the Humtones 
will make a three-college stop in New 
England, returning visits that have 
been made by fellow groups in past 
years. The Suburban Squares will be 
hosting an inter-college jamboree 
later this spring, where the Hum tones 
will again appear. 

Piano Wanted 
The Haverford College Jazz En

semble and Music Department are 
seeking donation of a piano-prefer
ably a baby grand-for informal con
cert presentations in the College din
ing center. Arrangements may be 
made through G. Holger Hansen, Vice 
President for Institutional Advance
ment, (215) 896-1142. 
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Jack Coleman with assistant librarian for reader services Nancy Magnuson and Patricia Turner of the 
executive council of the Library Associates 

A Visit from 
Jack Coleman 

Former College president Jack Co
leman (1967-1977) returned to cam
pus last November to speak to the Li
brary Associates. Addressing an 
audience of alumni, faculty and 
friends of the College, Coleman re
viewed the past ten years of his var
ied career in a speech entitled "Some 
Common Touches." 

Coleman is now president of the 
Edna McConnell Clark Foundation in 
New York, a philanthropic organiza
tion devoted to improving conditions 
for those not served by established 
institutions. Known to the world, and 
Haverfordians, as the garbageman 
college president and author of the 
best-selling Blue Collar Journal, Co
leman has been keeping busy in var
ious occupations. Not content to help 
the cause of prison reform as a foun
dation director only, he has taken on 
the role of prison inmate and guard 
seven times in the last few years, five 
times as inmate, including spells in 
maximum security facilities and on 
chain gangs, and twice as a prison 
guard. In 1983 he attracted attention 
with aNew York magazine article on 
10 days spent as one of the city's 
homeless street people. He still 
works regularly as a garbage collec
tor, and serves as the head of an aux
iliary police unit in New York City, 
patrolling the streets in uniform two 
nights every week. 

What are the common themes? 

Coleman says that he has learned 
"how shallow are the myths by which 
we live"-how our judgments are 
colored by commonly accepted, but 
unreal, "truths." In his many jour
neys, Coleman has found "how simi
lar our needs are-for appreciation, 
for accomplishment, for a grievance 
channel, for respect for the people 
for whom you work." The common 
theme is the need for dignity, to have 
respect for oneself and one's place in 
life. "I have learned how much good 
can be done in lasting ways," said 
Coleman, turning to a quotation from 
William Blake: "He who would do 
good to another must do it in minute 
particulars." 

He added some reminiscences 
about Haverford, to his friends, for
mer colleagues and students. "The 
historical testimony of this college 
has set it apart...it gives reason to 
celebrate the existence of this col
lege, in strength, beyond celebration 
of its academic excellence." He re
called his words to students at a time 
when many college campuses were 
torn with strife: "I don't care how sor
did or ugly the world becomes or 
what it's like after this. I want you to 
know that once you were at a place 
where it was not so, where people 
could deal with each other openly 
and honestly and lovingly. That's a 
faith that was born in the belief that 
there is that of God in each and every 
one of us." Concluded Coleman of his 
varied journeys, "I have learned how 
many wonderful adventures there are 
out there waiting for the taking. I still 
have miles to go before I sleep." 



THE ROLE OF LIFE IN THE 

An Essay on the Broadest View of the Biggest Picture 

A nuclear physicist friend of 
mine once suggested that ev
erything of importance hap

pened within the first few minutes of 
the Universe. Claiming that nothing 
of appreciable consequence oc
curred thereafter, he reasoned that 
subsequent events can be regarded 
as mere detail. 

I suppose that many of my col
leagues would tend to regard those 
views as somewhat provincial. Rela
tively simple subatomic matter might 
well have been created in the earliest 
moments of the Universe, but the 
more complex, organized matter now 
surrounding us must have formed 
well after its start. Every dating tech
nique developed by post-Renais
sance science suggests that complex
ity gradually arose from simplicity, 
dumpiness from homogeneity; in a 
sense, order from chaos. 

Granted, an event of insuperable 
significance must have occurred 
when matter began to coagulate 
within the otherwise chaotic state of 
primal energy extant shortly after the 
Universe originated. This emergence 
of matter as the dominant constitu
ent is the first great change in the his
tory of the Universe; I once regarded 
it as the preeminent event of all time. 
But we can now identify another fun
damental transformation: one that 
occurs when technologically compe
tent, intelligent life arises, in turn, 
from that matter. 

by Eric J. Chaisson 
(illustrations by Lola Judith Chaisson) 

Our civilization on planet Earth is 
currently at the threshold of this sec
ond great change. Though we hardly 
realize it, we now reside at the dawn 
of a whole new era-an era of oppor
tunity that we ourselves have helped 
to create. 

RADIATION 
To place the existence of all mat

ter into the broadest perspective 
possible, I summarize in Figure 1 the 
change of density and temperature 
for a "Big-Bang" model of the Uni
verse. This plot represents a consen
sus among contemporary scientists 
regarding the evolution of the two 
most important thermodynamic 
quantities-density and tempera
ture-throughout all time. Six major 
epochs can be identified, one for 
each major construction phase in the 
history of the Universe. (Note that 
this plot is highly non-linear, stretch
ing from an incredibly small fraction 
of a second after creation to the pres
ent time, some 15 or so billion years 
after the origin of the Universe.) 

Not surprisingly, our models of the 
Universe near creation are tentative; 
we say, perhaps somewhat heretical
ly, in the beginning there was chaos. 
Though we remain uncertain about 
the nature of the Bang itself (precise
ly the "zeroth" moment), most theo
rists reason that we can characterize 
the physical conditions to well within 
the first second of existence-a mere 

moment beyond the alpha point of 
space and time. For example, the cur
rently known laws of physics specify 
a Universe younger than 10- 24 sec
ond to have an average density great
er than 1050 grams per cubic centi
meter, and an average temperature 
greater than 1020 degrees Kelvin. 

Of course, we cannot really appre
ciate such youth, for a trillionth of a 
trillionth of one second is the amount 
of time needed for light to cross a 
proton. Equally difficult to compre
hend are the large densities and tem
peratures typifying this earliest ep
och; after all, the density of some
thing as familiar as water measures a 
mere 1 gram per cubic centimeter, 
while only 100 degrees Kelvin sepa
rate the well-known changes among 
ice, water, and steam. In short, the 
composition of the Universe in this 
earliest epoch was nearly indescrib
able, its dominant action virtually 
unimaginable. 

Even so, the newly emerging inter
disciplinary specialty of "particle 
cosmology"-an intellectual synthe
sis of the macro-domain of astro
physics and the micro-domain of par
ticle physics-holds great promise 
for a better understanding of prime
val chaos, including the recent and 
provocative idea that the primal cos
mic energy originated from quite lit
erally nothing. Sacrilegiously dubbed 
"the ultimate free lunch," the Uni
verse itself might well have arisen 
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from a mere statistical fluctuation in 
a perfect vacuum. Bizarre as this may 
seem, realization of physics' fore
most challenge-invention of the 
subject of quantum gravity-could 
lead to a natural description of a cre
ation not inconceivably character
ized " ... without form and void, with 
darkness upon the face of the deep ... " 

The second major period-the ha
dron epoch-is a bit closer to hu
man comprehension, but it's still 
characterized by severely non-terres
trial conditions. The name derives 
from the collective label given the 
heavy, strongly interacting elemen
tary particles such as protons and 
neutrons, which were among the 
most abundant types of matter at the 
time. 

Given the inferno prevalent in the 
Universe well within the first micro
second of its being, we reason that 
such particles must have endured 
only as free unbound entities. Whiz
zing this way and that, a whole me
lange of subatomic particles haunted 
every available niche. Whence did 
they come? From energy. These par
ticles originated 'by means of a 
straightforward materialization-a 
creation-of matter from the energy 
of the primeval cosmic bomb. No su
pernatural phenomena need be in
voked to account for these particles, 
as their appearance results from the 
well-understood and experimentally 
verified physical process of "pair cre
ation." Here, building blocks of mat
ter can naturally emerge from 
clashes among packets of energy, in 
much the opposite way that a parti
cle and its antiparticle pair are 
known to yield pure energy upon col
lision ("pair annihilation"). 

Calculations suggest that the ha
drons must have collided and inter
acted with one another and with oth
er types of elementary particles, for 
the density was also extremely large 
within the first second of existence. 
Eventually, as the primal energy was 
dispersed, the creation of hadrons 
became less likely. Accordingly, the 
dominant action at this time was the 
self-annihilation of hadrons into 
high-energy photons, thus creating a 
brilliant fireball composed mostly of 
gamma rays, x rays, and blinding 
light. 

As the Universe continued to ex
pand rapidly, its contents thinned 
and cooled. About a millisecond after 
the Bang, the super-energetic condi-
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tions suitable for hadron creation/an
nihilation had nearly subsided, allow
ing lighter particles such as electrons 
and neutrinos to predominate. Thus 
began another process of material
ization whereby a whole new class of 
elementary particles, termed leptons, 
were fashioned from energy under 
physical conditions that were on one 
hand greatly moderated compared to 
those hugely dense and hot proper
ties extant a fraction of a second ear
lier, yet on the other hand still severe 
compared to those familiar to us on 
Earth. 

During this lepton epoch, the 
average density and temperature had 
decreased to about a billion grams 
per cubic centimeter and about a bil
lion degrees Kelvin. Before the first 
second had elapsed, the just-created 

Figure 1 

leptons were mostly self-annihilating 
into photons, much like the hadrons 
had earlier, thus fueling the radiative 
fireball of this cosmic bomb with still 
more high-energy radiation. 

The violent conditions of the early 
Universe guaranteed that the energy 
housed in radiation greatly exceeded 
that effectively contained in matter; 
not only did the photons of radiation 
far outnumber any particles of mat
ter, but most of the energy in the ear
ly Universe was in the form of radi
ation, not matter. As soon as the 
elementary particles of matter tried 
to coagulate into something more 
substantive, the fierce radiation de
stroyed them, thus precluding the ex
istence of even the simplest type of 
matter we now call atoms-let alone 
stars or galaxies. 

For this reason, the first three ep
ochs are often collectively called the 
Radiation Era (or the Energy Era). 
Whatever matter managed to exist 
did so as a thin microscopic precipi-

tate suspended in a macroscopic sea 
of dense, brilliant radiation. 

MATTER 
As time elapsed, change contin

ued. The fourth major interval of cos
mic evolution-the atom epoch
extends in time from a few minutes to 
about a million years after the Bang. 
Midway through this epoch, the aver
age density had decreased to a value 
of about 10- 10 gram per cubic centi
meter, while the average temperature 
had fallen to about a million degrees 
Kelvin-values hardly different from 
those in the atmospheres of stars to
day. A principal feature of the atom 
epoch was the steady waning of the 
original fireball, since the annihila
tion of hadrons and leptons had vir
tually ceased. Even as the fireball fal
tered, though, a dramatic change 
began. 

For the first few hundred centuries 
of the Universe, including early parts 
of the atom epoch, radiation reigned 
supreme over matter. Every nook and 
cranny of the cosmos was absolutely 
flooded with photons of light, x rays 
and gamma rays, guaranteeing a 
structureless and highly uniform 
blob; we say that matter and radi
ation were intimately coupled to 
each other, in a sense equilibrized. As 
the Universe expanded with the 
march of time, however, the radiation 
density decreased more rapidly than 
the matter density. This evolutionary 
imbalance ultimately caused the 
blinding fog of radiation to lift gradu
ally, thus diminishing the early domi
nance of energy. Matter and radiation 
began to uncouple, their equilibrium 
unraveling, as a change of great im
portance set in. 

Sometime between the first few 
millennia and a million years after 
the Bang-an exact moment cannot 
be established because of the gradual 
nature of the change from an ionized 
state, known as plasma, to a neutral 
state-the temperature had fallen 
enough to permit the charged ele
mentary particles of matter to cluster 
electromagnetically into atoms. 
(Laboratory studies on Earth have 
proved that at temperatures above a 
few thousand Kelvins, collisions are 
sufficiently violent to shatter light
weight atoms; at lower temperatures, 
collisions are insufficient to do so.) 
Accordingly, neutral matter had final
ly gained some leverage in a Universe 
previously ruled by virtually pure en-



ergy. In a sense, matter had managed 
to overthrow the cosmic fireball 
while emerging as the dominant con
stituent of the Universe. 

This phase transition from the ion
ized to the neutral state signifies as 
fundamental a change as has ever oc
curred in cosmic history. I used to 
tell my students that this change was 
the greatest event of all time (save 
perhaps creation itself). But now hav
ing recognized another, perhaps 
equally significant event, to be dis
cussed below, I judge matter's rise to 
dominance to be the first of two pre
eminent changes in all of cosmic evo
lution. To denote this major turn of 
events, most of the atom epoch and 
all the remaining epochs specified in 
Figure 1 are collectively termed the 
Matter Era . 

Once the Matter Era was fully es
tablished, atoms were literally every
where. The influence of radiation had 
grown so weak that it could no longer 

prevent the attachment of the lep
tons and hadrons that had survived 
annihilation. Consequently, hydrogen 
atoms were the first type of element 
to form, requiring only that single 
electrons be electromagnetically 
linked to single protons. In this way, 
copious amounts of hydrogen were 
synthesized in the early Universe. Hy
drogen is the common ancestor of all 
things. 

Hydrogen was not the only kind of 
atom formed in the early Universe. At 
the start of the atom epoch, the aver
age temperature of the Universe still 
exceeded the ten million degrees 
needed to fuse two hydrogen nuclei 
into helium via the proton-proton cy
cle that now churns inside stars. But 
elements heavier than helium could 
not have been appreciably produced 
in the aftermath of the primordial 
fireball. The fibers composing this 
page you are now reading, the oxy
gen and nitrogen in the air we 

breathe, and the copper and silver of 
the coins in our pockets were not 
fashioned in the early Universe. The 
cosmos simply cooled and thinned 
too rapidly to fabricate notable 
amounts of heavy elements. These 
crucial building blocks, out of which 
life itself is made, had to await cre
ation in the hearts of stars. 

By the end of the atom epoch, the 
Universe had evolved dramatically. 
The spectacularly bright fireball as
sociated with the immediate after
math of creation had waned; the pre
viously opaque cosmos had become 
transparent. The physical conditions 
of density and temperature that 
guide all changes in the Universe had 
themselves experienced extraordi
nary change. And matter had wrested 
firm control from energy, thus her
alding a whole new era. 

Thereafter, major events in the 
Universe were less frequent. Change 
continued, to be sure, but at a more 
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relaxed pace. For once the Universe 
cooled enough to allow the formation 
of atoms (albeit thinly dispersed 
ones) subsequent events would nec
essarily occur more slowly. 

Sometime during the fifth or gal
axy epoch, gravity began gathering 
some of the matter into vast clumps. 
Nature's grand structures, the galax
ies, began to form. Indeed, all the gal
axies must have originated long ago, 
for observations imply that none 
have formed within the past ten bil
lion years or so. The remote quasars, 
intrinsically brilliant sources illumi
nating the far away and long ago, 
must have arisen in the earliest parts 
of the galaxy epoch. 

Midway through the galaxy epoch, 
according to our calculations, the 
average density of the Universe had 
decreased by another factor of more 
than a billion, reaching some 10- 20 

gram per cubic centimeter. The aver
age temperature of the entire Uni
verse had also declined to a relative
ly cool few hundred degrees Kelvin. 
The whole Universe was growing 
ever thinner, colder and darker. 

Events had slowed by this time, 
many billions of years after the Bang. 
Although the early Universe was 
characterized by rapid change, espe
cially in the first few minutes of the 
Radiation Era, the later Universe 
changed more gradually. But it 
changed nonetheless. Indeed, change 
is the hallmark of the development of 
all things. 

Finally, we have the current or 
stellar epoch-the one that now en
gulfs us in space and time. Astro
physicists can say with some assur
ance that at least 10 billion years 
have passed since creation. In fact, 
the Universe could be almost twice 
that old; its precise age depends on 
the yet-to-be-determined decelera
tion rate of the Universe. 

The present density averages 
some 10 - 30 gram per cubic centi
meter. This is the critical value above 
which the Universe will eventually 
contract back to a point much like 
that from which it began, and below 
which the Universe will expand for
ever. Subtle observational tests, now 
underway, have not yet specified the 
precise density, nor therefore do we 
know the ultimate fate of the Uni
verse. 

The current temperature of every
thing in the Universe-galaxies, stars 
and empty space alike-averages 
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three degrees Kelvin (or several hun
dred degrees below zero Farenheit). 
This is the cooled relic of the awe
somely hot fireball prevalent eons 
ago, the fossilized grandeur of an an
cient and glorious era. It's neither a 
figment of our imaginations nor an 
untested prediction of our Big-Bang 
models. The 3-degree cosmic radi
ation has been detected with radio 
telescopes. 

The stellar epoch is dominated by 
the synthesis of neither minute 
atoms nor huge galaxies. As implied 
by the epoch's name, the principal 
activity is the formation of stars-ob
jects intermediate in size between 
atoms and galaxies. Of this we are 
now certain, for research during the 
past decade has provided direct ob
servational evidence that stars are 
actually emerging from the mish
mash of galactic gas and dust. Galax
ies are not forming at the present 
time, but stars within them quite defi
nitely are, even more than ten billion 
years after the Bang. 

This history of the Universe is the 
prevailing view among most cosmol
ogists. Not all theoreticians agree on 
specific events prior to the first sec
ond, but virtually every model por
trays the Universe as initially hot and 
dense, and afterwards progressively 
cooler and thinner. 

LIFE 
Not to be noticed merely in pass

ing, natural by-products of the stellar 
epoch include planets, life, and intel
ligence. Indeed, of all the known 
clumps of matter in the Universe, life 
forms are surely the most fascinating, 
especially those enjoying member
ship in advanced technological civil
izations. 

I suggest that technologically 
competent life differs fundamentally 
from lower forms of life and from 
other pieces of matter scattered 

0 

Figure 2 

throughout the Universe. This is 
hardly an anthropocentric statement; 
we are basically different because we 
can tinker not only with matter but 
also with evolution. Whereas pre
viously the gene (DNA) and the envi
ronment (whether stellar, planetary, 
geological or cultural) had governed 
evolution, 20th-century earthlings 
are suddenly gaining control of both 
these agents of change. We are now 
tampering with matter, diminishing 
the resources of our planet while 
constructing the trappings of com
fort. And we now stand at the verge of 
manipulating life itself, potentially al
tering the genetic makeup of human 
beings. We are, quite literally, forcing 
a change in the way things change. 

The emergence of technologically 
intelligent life, on Earth and perhaps 
elsewhere, heralds a whole new 
era-a Life Era (as suggested in Fig
ure 2). Why? Because technology en
ables life to begin to control matter, 
much as matter grew to dominate ra
diation more than ten billion years 
ago. Matter is now losing its total 
dominance, at least at those isolated 
residences of technological compe
tence. 

The transition from a Matter Era to 
a Life Era will not be instantaneous. 
Just as a great deal of time was need
ed for matter to conquer radiation in 
the early Universe, long periods will 
likely be needed for life to best mat
ter. Life may not, in fact, ever fully 
overwhelm matter, either because 
civilizations might never gain control 
of resources on a truly galactic scale, 
or because the longevity of techno
logical civilizations everywhere 
might be inherently small. 

Though a mature Life Era may 
never come to pass, one thing seems 
certain. Our generation on planet 
Earth, as well as any other neophyte 
technological life forms populating 
the Universe, is now participating in 
an astronomically significant trans
formation, a second great change in 
the history of the Universe. 

We now perceive the dawn of a 
whole new reign of cosmic develop
ment-an era of opportunity for life 
forms truly to begin to fathom their 
role in the cosmos, to unlock secrets 
of the Universe, indeed to decipher 
who we really are and whence we 
came. With awesome implications, 
we have become smart enough to re
flect back on the material contents 
that gave life to us. 

In a sense, we've come full cycle. 
Life now contemplates life. It ponders 
matter. It probes our origin and our 
destiny. It explores the planetary sys
tem we call home. It searches for ex
traterrestrial life. It quests for new 
understanding. 

Whether we know it or not, alas 
like it or not, as sentient beings, we, 
perhaps along with other advanced 
life forms in the cosmos, have be
come the collective consciousness of 
the Universe. Our raison d'etre is our 
ability to appreciate the cosmos-to 
wonder, to introspect, to abstract, to 
explain-for technological intelli
gence is a preeminently evolved 
agent of the Universe. 

Provided civilizations remain cur
ious, provided they seek new infor
mation, provided they are wise 
enough (quite apart from sheer intel
ligence) to survive, then it's not in
conceivable that life could someday 
evolve sufficiently to overwhelm 
matter, just as matter eventually 
overthrew radiation in the early Uni
verse. To be sure, the destiny of mat
ter in the Universe may well be par
tially controlled by the life that arose 
from it. Together with our galactic 
neighbors, should there be any, we 
might eventually gain control of the 
resources of much of the Universe, 
redesigning it to suit our purposes 
and, in effect, ensuring for our civil
ization a measure of immortality. 

Eric Chaisson is professor of as
tronomy at the College. He studied at 
the University of Lowell, M.I. T., and 
earned his Ph.D. from Harvard Uni
versity, where he taught prior to com
ing to Haverford in 1982. This essay is 
excerpted from a book manuscript to 
be published next year by Atlantic
Little, Brown; an earlier version ap
peared in in the January-February 
1982 issue of Harvard Magazine. 
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er 
Sleuths 
Following In The Footsteps Of Sam Spade 
by Eve Pell 

rz;:: A woman lies stabbed to death in an apartment at 
~0:) a Bay Area military base. Military police and the 

' F.B.I. try to find her killer. They Jearn that the dead 
woman's husband was involved with another woman; they 
learn also that a neighbor had seen a female leaving the 
scene of the crime at 4 a.m. The F.B.I. immediately sus
pects a love triangle and focuses on the other woman; 
they obtain a warrant to search her apartment. No phys
ical evidence linking her to the crime is found. They ask 
her to stand in a police lineup to see whether the witness 
can identify her. Frightened, she delays and hires a lawyer 
and private investigators Russell Stetler and Josiah "Tink" 
Thompson. The investigators ring every doorbell near the 
crime scene and interview every neighbor they can find, to 
Jearn more about the incident. Finally they find one couple 
who had been out late the night of the murder, and who 
say a babysitter left their home at 4 a.m. Perhaps that was 
the person seen by the neighbor. Relieved, the suspected 
woman stands in the lineup; the neighbor is unable to 
identify anyone, and the case remains unsolved. Says 
Stetler, "We knew much more about what people had seen 
that night than the F.B.I., which really relied on gossip and 
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on placing an ad in the paper asking for information." 
By learning more about the evidence than did the pros

ecution, Thompson and Stetler changed the expected out
come of a case-a feat they have performed countless 
times. 

These two ace investigators, who live in Marin and have 
an office in San Francisco, have worked on many of Cali
fornia's most celebrated criminal cases: the Pendragon 
murder in Marin, Huey Newton's trial for killing an Oak
land prostitute, the Tara Burke kidnapping, the trial of Bill 
and Emily Harris of the Symbionese Liberation Army, and 
the vindication of Chol Soo Lee, a Korean who spent sev
eral years on Death Row after a mistaken conviction for 
shooting a tourist in Chinatown. They currently are at 
work on the defense of Stephen Bingham, an attorney 
charged with five counts of murder stemming from anal
leged escape attempt at San Quentin in 1971; three prison 
guards and three inmates, including author George Jack
son, were killed in the incident. 

People who know Stetler and Thompson like to swap 
tales about this pair of private eyes who solve impossible 
cases and tell wildly funny stories about their work. The 



-(J.).)t:u D. Stetler Jr. is a member of Haverford's 
class of '66. Josiah D. (Tink) Thompson was a member 
of Haverford's philosophy department from 1965 
to 1978. 
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two men are best friends to boot. Oddly enough, both be
gan as intellectuals and, given their backgrounds, were 
seemingly much more suited to contemplation in ivory 
towers than to tracking suspects on mean city streets. Yet 
according to the defense lawyers for whom they work, 
they are tops in their specialty, the investigation of crimi
nal cases. 

Thompson, 49, never expected to be a detective. He 
earned his Ph.D. in philosophy at Yale in 1964. By the late 
60's he was well-established in a brilliant academic career 
at Haverford College in Pennsylvania. He was awarded a 
prestigious Guggenheim fellowship to study in Denmark 
and had three books on the Danish philosopher Kierke
gaard to his credit. 

1 
In his first year of teaching at Haverford, 1966, he 

• 1;,~1, became friends with a student ten years his junior 
named Russ Stetler. When Stetler married during 

his senior year at Haverford, Thompson congratulated his 
student: "You've got it made, Russ," the professor said. 
"You have a wife to put you through graduate school. You 
can be a professor like me and live happily ever after." As 
it happened, Thompson was no prophet-the marriage 
ended in divorce, and neither Thompson nor Stetler 
stayed in academia. 

Thompson's transformation from Tink the Haverford 
professor into Tink the detective was one of the myriad af
tereffects of the assassination of John F. Kennedy. "I was 
demonstrating against the Vietnam War in Philadelphia in 
1966 and I got busted," he recalls. "The ACLU sent a law
yer to get me out; this guy had written the first substantial 
articles about problems in the evidence on the JFK assas
sination. I was interested, and we began to collaborate on 
an article for a major publication." Thompson went on to 
write Six Seconds in Dallas, a book arguing that the War
ren Commission's single-bullet theory was physically im
possible. He got hooked on investigation. 

Stetler also has an odd background for a detective. 
When he was in college, the American Legion tried-and 
failed-to have his scholarship revoked because of his 
anti-war activities on campus. After graduation, Stetler 
traveled to Hanoi and met with Ho Chi Minh, ghost-wrote 
speeches for Nobel Prize winner Bertrand Russell, and 
published a book on Northern Ireland. He and Thompson 
always stayed in touch with each other. 

After his sojourn in Europe, Stetler, who in 1970 had 
moved to Oakland, was pursuing a career in journalism. 
He sold a section of his book on Northern Ireland to War
ren Hinckle, then editor of a short-lived magazine called 
Scanlon's. "I agreed to write several more stories for 
Hinckle, which I did," Stetler recalls. "Unfortunately, the 
magazine stopped publishing, but I was so dedicated to 
the typewriter that I didn't realize that. I kept on delivering 
stories to Hinckle, who always said the next issue was just 
about to come out. After a certain point, all he had to pay 
me with was airplane tickets. But I always felt well treated. 
After a while, though, Hinckle couldn't pay me with airline 
tickets any longer. I got a job with Ramparts Press and 
then, with some other people, bought out their typesetting 
division. That provided us with an income." 

He also learned to type at a blistering rate and refined 
his already considerable knowledge of grammar, spelling 
and punctuation. Stetler says he has never found a book 
without an error; shown a newly published volume during 
this interview, he found a wrongly capitalized letter in 30 
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seconds. He attributes his skills to his training at Haver
ford College and his study of Latin and Greek. 

The JFK assassination and the much-criticized account 
of it by the Warren Commission were also important to 
Stetler. Like Thompson, he was part of what he calls "the 
community of the left." 

"We were politically oriented not to believe govern
ment versions of events," says Thompson. "If the govern
ment would lie about that assassination, it would lie about 
other things. Investigations were a means of proving the 
government's deceit." During the time of Watergate and 
other government scandals, Stetler worked with two other 
authors on a book called The Assassinations: A Guide to 
Coverups and Investigations about the deaths of both Ken
nedys and Martin Luther King . 

, ',;, , By this time it was the middle 70's and Stetler's in-
11/f!J vestigative talents were ripening. He worked as a 

radio journalist for Internews, a group of young 
activists who researched and broadcast world news re
ports that were often critical of U.S. foreign policy. Stetler 
was assigned the Middle East. KQED producer Steve Tal
bot, also an Internews member, lived with Stetler and his 
family for several months. "Their house was a complete 
mess," he recalls. "Their kids and the neighbors' kids were 
running around. Russ was editing books and fantasizing 
about becoming a private detective. He had been all over 
the world but was absolutely modest about his accom
plishments. He was the William Satire of Internews, always 
correcting our grammar, and he made outrageous puns." 

So how did the fantasy come true? How did these politi
cized intellectual types with skills in writing and teaching 
come to defend murderers, robbers, and all kinds of bad 
guys? 

"It was a matter of accident and timing," says Thomp
son. In 1976, on a summer visit to Marin to write a critical 
biography of the German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche, 
he happened to meet a client of that "dean" of San Fran
cisco private eyes, Hal Upset. After hearing that Upset 
might be hired as counsel to a congressional committee 
reopening the JFK assassination probe, Thompson ar
ranged to meet him and as a lark asked him for a job. 

He was immediately assigned to tail one of the leaders 
involved in a violent Oakland strike, his first taste of real 
detective work. "I was told, 'Get on him,' " recalls Thomp
son. "I end up on my motorcycle chasing this guy around 
the Oakland docks. We come to a stoplight. My bike has 
Pennsylvania plates on, so I say, 'Hey, look, I'm from Penn
sylvania. Can you tell me how to get to Hearst Street in 
Berkeley?' He says, 'Follow me,' which is exactly what I 
had in mind. But on the freeway he turns off and says, 'You 
keep on going.' So of course I lose him." 

"I go to Russ's house and borrow his VW which stalls at 
intersections. I can't find the guy anywhere but later I call 
his phone number. A man answered and so I went there; it 
happened to be near Russ's house, and I sat outside the 
house all night. I didn't blink, I was going to do this right. 
In the morning he came out and got onto a bus. I followed 
a block behind down Shattuck. I had a map and the car 
that stalled in intersections. I looked down at the map and 
when I looked up I saw two identical buses, one going 
north and the other going south. I picked the wrong one. 
And it went on like that." 

Stetler and Thompson love to banter, and here the 
younger one interjects a reminiscence: "One of those 



nights I thought I ought to check on Tink, who was doing 
his surveillance around the corner. I walked my dog to see 
if he was all right. There he was, reading a newspaper in 
his car, absolutely inconspicuous on this dark night-ex
cept for the fact that his headlights were on." Both men 
roar with laughter. 

Despite his knack for losing the man he was tailing, 
Thompson kept at it. "Immediately what I liked was the 
grittiness of it. The work depended somewhat on your 
alertness but also on accident-if you're watching a guy 
and a bus happens to come along, you lose him. And I 
liked the danger." 

rt7" When a partner left Upset to form his own agen
(dLJ cy, Thompson, who had never lacked a gift of gab, 

went along. "The first case I had, I flew to New Or
leans to get an account of a dope bust there. I arrived and I 
was going to be the super cop. I got into the Times-Pica
yune on Sunday when it was closed and told then the big
gest lie I could think of: that I was in a cross-country trea
sure hunt and that the clue I needed was buried in this 
page of this paper. In order to leave New Orleans and get 
on to the next clue, I had to have it. It worked. Once, on 20 
minutes' notice, I flew to Frankfurt, met somebody, stayed 
two hours, and flew home. This was not starting out as an 
insurance investigator-it was an exotic, interesting 
weirdness, and that's the fun of it." 

In 1979, Thompson formed his own firm and hired 
Stetler as an operative. But they had little to do. "With all 
due respect," says Stetler with a grin at his partner, "Tink 
had no work." 

Eventually, though, the work did start coming in and 
the pair have been together ever since. Says Thompson, 
"One of the odd things is that we have no partnership pa
pers. Russ suggested a very simple device which has 
evaded the abrasions a partnership often brings. At the 
end of the year we add up the number of hours we've 
worked and divide up the profits in proportion to how 
much we've worked. There's never any trouble, no won
dering 'Is my partner working as hard as I am?' " 

The two complement each other. Thompson races at 
full speed, gets exotic cases and travels more. Stetler takes 
more local cases, works more steadily, and spends more 
time in the office. The firm is not listed in the yellow 
pages; their cases come in by word of mouth. Usually they 
work for defense attorneys; their job is to find out what 
happened and, of course, to probe for weak points in the 
prosecution's case. Sometimes there aren't any; some
times there are. Clients are not always truthful; if a man 
accused of robbing a 7-11 on Tuesday says he could not 
have done the job because he was watching a movie on 
1V, the detective checks to see what night that movie was 
shown. 

, , i '\ Asked how he feels about defending "bad guys," 
;;;//! Stetler responds, "One answer is evasive: We are 

ultimately fact-finders, and there is a fundamental 
difference between investigation and advocacy. The sec
ond answer involved esthetic criteria: we are not making 
moral judgments in the choice of a client. To do it differ
ently would be to play God. You can't know what hap
pened; the purpose of investigation is to illuminate. You 
don't know what the facts are, and you may never know. 
To say that someone is not entitled to representation on 
the nature of the charge against him-that's ridiculous!" 

The commitment both men feel to this work was shown 

most dramatically in the case of Chol Soo Lee, a Korean on 
death row for shooting a gangster in Chinatown in 1973. 
Convinced that he was innocent, Thompson took on the 
investigation of his appeal. At the time he came on to the 
case, the files of the original trial several years previous 
were incomplete and the witnesses were scattered. After 
the appeal was won, Stetler also worked on the case. At 
times, all they had to go on were names scribbled on 
pieces of paper; they also had to overcome the cultural 
barriers facing whites trying to find out what took place 
inside Chinatown. 

Raul Ramirez, a reporter for the Oakland Tribune now 
teaching at San Francisco State University, is writing a 
book about Chol Soo Lee. "They were so meticulous in 
their work that they found the witnesses who were just 
names buried in dusty files . They went through Depart
ment of Motor Vehicle records, old landlords and neigh
bors, everything," says Ramirez. "They also had the hu
manity to see the intricate situation of Chinatown as it 
really is, not the myths and stereotypes, and they got indi
viduals there to give information vital to the solution of 
the case." 

Thompson found one witness who had not been called 
to testify at Chol Soo Lee's trial, a man who had been clos
er to the killing than any other witness, who had seen the 
killer just before he struck, and who swore that Lee was 
innocent. The investigation raised questions about law en
forcement's handling of the case-questions that, along 
with new testimony, helped to overturn Lee's conviction. 
At a second trial in 1983, he was acquitted. 

"They didn't know that they would ever be paid for 
these months of work," added Ramirez. "It was done on 
faith and conviction." Thompson worked so hard on that 
investigation that he came down with pneumonia when it 
was over. 

-, One of the things both men love most about the @: work is the day-to-day unpredictability. "You nev-
' _:4 er know, when you ring that doorbell, what you 
are going to find," says Stetler. On at least one occasion, 
though, he has had a narrow escape. "I had an appoint
ment to interview a witness who wasn't home, which was 
unusual in that I had an appointment," he recalls. "It was 
out in a housing project; he wasn't there, and I left. He 
came home a few moments later and killed the next per
son who came to see him." 

When Stetler finishes recounting this tale, he, Thomp
son and I break into laughter. Though joining in, I have to 
ask, "Why are we laughing?" 

Thompson replies, "Humor comes out of incongruity; 
the closer you come to human experience the more incon
gruity you find .... All we deal with is people in trouble; hu
mor is an antidote to that. You turn sadness into humor 
and protect yourself." 

James Larson, a San Francisco lawyer who hires 
Thompson and Stetler for his criminal cases, keeps some
thing Russ once said tacked up on his office wall: "The fan
tasy is the detective who solves complicated crimes by 
unraveling the mystery. We're usually employed in a 
crime that has already been solved. We try to find the 
mystery and unravel the certainty." 

Eve Pell is a 1958 graduate of Bryn Mawr College. Her 
article, originally published October 5, 1984, is reproduced 
with permission of the Pacific Sun. 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AT 

Bringing a Special Presence to the Campus 
by Matty Woodruff '86 
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0 ne doesn't usually think of 
Haverford as a miniature 
U.N., but there are now over 

30 international students adding 
their own special presence to life at 
the College. A walk around campus 
will show how much international 
students are a part of day-to-day life. 
One might overhear Alex Klyashtorny 
'87 and Igor Branovan '88, former So
viet citizens and now permanent resi
dents here, quietly conversing in 
Russian in the library stacks, while in 
Magill lobby Michelle Johnson '88 of 
Jamaica and Dominic Asante '88 of 
Ghana discuss diversity at Haverford. 
As Alex Glasmacher '88 of West Ger
many whizzes by on his skateboard, 
down the path to H.P.A., Greg Hume 
'85 of Zimbabwe may be showing his 
winning form on the cricket field. 
Coming from all corners of the world, 
these students and their varied ex
periences flavor life at Haverford. 

Independence and initiative are 
two traits often found in this small . 
group of students, and Pui-Fong Lam 
of Hong Kong is no exception. A se
nior economics major with a con
tinuing interest in literature, Pui
Fong came to Haverford via the 
United World College of the Atlantic 
near Cardiff, Wales. She won a schol
arship from the Hong Kong govern
ment to study at the international 
high school, where "students of the 
same age can learn about the impor
tance of peace and international un
derstanding through just living to
gether and learning together." With 
an international baccalaureate in 

hand, Pui-Fong decided to apply to 
American universities. Her adviser 
mentioned Haverford, and after being 
accepted and assured an adequate fi
nancial aid offer, Pui-Fong arrived at 
Bryn Mawr before Customs Week 
with other international students for 
a two-college orientation that offered 
tutoring in English and helped to 
ease the transition into American 
college life. 

Coming to Haverford on her own, 
without her parents' support, repre
sents a special achievement for Pui
Fong: "I want to prove this is some
thing I can do, and I want to prove to 
my family that girls deserve an edu
cation too. At home, feminism 
doesn't exist." 

During the last two years, Pui-Fong 
has stayed at the College year-round, 
before getting the chance to go home 
to her family of seven brothers and 
sisters in Hong Kong. Last year Pui
Fong got involved in the hi-college 
International Students' Association, 
and this year she is president of the 
Haverford chapter of the Asian Stu
dents' Association. With a fellow stu
dent who hails from Singapore, Pui
Fong has been a Customsperson for a 
group of Haverford freshmen. 

The major change Pui-Fong found 
in coming to the United States for the 
first time is in the way people ap
proach privacy: Orientals, she ex
plains, are very private with strang
ers but very honest with close 
friends, whereas she feels Americans 
have a more superficial openness to
ward everyone. At Haverford, Pui-



Fong appreciates the Society of 
Friends, which she finds refreshingly 
modest. "Each year I feel the Quaker 
influence more strongly," she says. 
"It's a very quiet but revolutionary 
idea ... .it's through personal contact 
and belief that things will work out." 
Now, reflecting on her background, 
and thinking ahead to a career in in
ternational economics, Pui-Fong sug
gests that "if you can break through 
the cultural barriers you will find 
similar selves, no matter where you 
go." 

If Pui-Fong had to break through 
cultural restraint to come to the Col
lege, Mohammad Ghiabi '87 of Iran 
had to break through a governmental 
one. Because of the war with Iraq, no 
Iranian under 18 may leave the coun
try. But because Mohammad and 
some of his relatives do not support 
the war, they escaped in the night, on 
camelback, to Pakistan three years 
ago. From there they went to Spain, 
Austria and then Germany, where 
other relatives live. 

About his decision to leave Iran, 
Mohammad explains: "I don't believe 
this war is for the people of the coun
try; this war is only for the govern
ment. If I believed in that war, I would 
have stayed to fight-but what the 
government represents as Islam is 
not Islam in my view." He adds that 
most people his age oppose the Aya
tollah Khomeini. Until that govern
ment changes, Mohammad cannot 
return to visit his family, but he tries 
to remain hopeful that it will pass 
"like a moment in history." 

While in Germany two years ago, 
Mohammad enrolled in a German
language course in Rottenburg, 
where one of his classmates was Die
trich Kessler, professor of biology at 
Haverford. They struck up a friend
ship and Mohammad applied to the 
College. After taking a year of English 
training at the American Language 
Academy at Beaver College outside 
of Philadelphia, Mohammad came to 
Haverford. 

Mohammad finds the major differ
ence between Iranian and American 
society to be religious. "Religion in 
our country is not just religion, it's 
our life. Here some people are reli
gious and others aren't. It's very good 
to have the choice, and here what I 
like is that I can say and do what I 
want." 

Ben and Rina Reyes of the Philip
pines, both freshmen, also find reli
gion to be one of the biggest differ
ences between their culture and the 
United States. Rina explains, "The 
change for me is only in terms of be
ing a minority as a Catholic all of a 
sudden." Older brother Ben contin
ues, "It's very secular here, so it's al
most like a test of your faith to come 
here. There's always a tendency here 
to put religion in the background, but 
in high school we were always en
couraged to put it in the foreground." 

But as Rina and Ben are quick to 
point out, there are also advantages 
to this more diverse and secular cul
ture, and to Haverford's atmosphere, 
which they find both friendly and re
laxed. "When you're here you're defi-

nitely an individual, and you stand up 
for what you believe in," says Rina. 
"It comes out in small things, like 
what you like to eat, and in a major 
way, in your opinion on religion." 
Matters such as food can require a 
larger adjustment than most students 
are accustomed to. Ben remembers 
that when he cooked some Filipino 
food for his roommates at Haverford 
Park Apartments, "it gave me a tre
mendous feeling to fill the apartment 
with familiar smells." 

The sudden independence Ben 
and Rina find here is enjoyable but 
something of a culture shock, since, 
in Rina's words, they come from "a 
conservative place where family ties 
are really, really strong." Ben gives 
an example of another change, relat
ing to the Honor Code, which he of
ten writes about for the News: "The 
entire concept of 'confrontation' 
would be almost impossible to imag
ine at home; it would be against your 
personal pride. The casual manner in 
which they do it here is very differ
ent, and difficult for us to handle." 

The manner in which some inter
national students came to hear of 
Haverford is a fascinating story in it
self. For instance, Yoon-Hi Lee '86 
and Helen Chu '87, both Korean citi
zens who have traveled extensively, 
started thinking about the College 
while in New Delhi, India. 

Yoon-Hi grew up knowing of Hav
erford, since her parents converted 
to Quakerism during the Korean War: 
they had the first Quaker wedding 
ever in Seoul, and her father has 
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Rina Reyes '88 and Pui-Fong Lam '85 

since helped found the first Friends 
Meeting there. Yoon-Hi's older broth
er Shin-11 graduated from Haverford 
in 1982, so naturally Helen Chu 
learned about it while she and Yoon
Hi were both in an American school 
in New Delhi-although, as Yoon-Hi 

explains, "We never thought we'd 
end up going to the same college." 

Yoon-Hi spent her childhood in Je
rusalem, Beirut, Manchester and New 
Delhi, moving with her family accord
ing to her father's work, first with ref
ugees and then with UNICEF. Like 
Yoon-Hi, Helen was born in Seoul and 
her first language is Korean. She too 
spent her childhood traveling, since 
her father is a diplomat, and she de
veloped her facility with languages in 
Germany, Greece, Zaire, India, France 
and Atlanta, GA. Despite her many 
travels, she says "I never think of my
self as an international student. Ad
justing to a new environment is not 
new to me anymore." 

Swiss citizen Jonathan Jenny '86 is 
another international student with 
family ties to Haverford: two uncles, 

INTERNATIONAL STU 
AND/THE COLLEG 

Haverford's administration is 
thusiastic about international stu
dents: "Persons from different cul
tures can add tremendously to 
Haverford because they can bring dif
ferent viewpoints-that's why I wish 
there were more," comments admis
sions director William Ambler '45. He 
continues that the number of interna
tional students here is limited by 
three factors: first, Haverford is not 
widely known abroad; second, it of
fers a liberal arts education, not the 
professional training or engineering 
that many students from abroad 
seek; and third, there is a limited 
amount of financial aid for these stu
dents. 

Ambler explains that because of 
this last restriction, there are no 
more than two or three new "full
need" students at the College each 
year. Due to these limitations, and 
the traditionally high percentage of 
international students at Bryn Mawr, 
Ambler says that he used to feel "de
fensive" about the small number 
here. After reviewing the situation at 
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other .small coeducational colleges 
like Amherst, Williams and Wesleyan, / 
he found that they had similar per
centages. "We don't compare f<wor
ably with the women's colleges but 
we dq compare favorably with the 
coeducational colleges, so I feel less 
defensive:" Ambler feels· we could 
aJ1d.should do better and eijcourages 
Haverfordians studying ?r living 
abroad to publicize the college to at
tract more international students. 

Dean Freddye Hill, who handles 
thecomplexities of immigration and 
n~tunllization laws for international 
students, adds that alumni in the 
Philadelphia area could greatly p~lp 
these students by providing extern7 
ships for career experience and by 
inyiting.th~mto their housesduring 
tJ.l.e holidays, as faculty and staff 
members often do. 

The Bryn Mawr/Haverford/Swarth, 
more pre-freshman summer prog~am 
is a .five-week session of mini-courses 
and cultural seminars that serves 
some international students(thoiigh 
most of the participants are minority 

Yoon-Hi Lee '87 and Helen Chu '87 

Juan Williams '76, a writer with the 
Washington Post, and Roger Williams 
'69, vice president of Dime Savings 
Bank in New York, were "very instru
mental in bringing me here," Jona
than remembers. 

Jonathan first went to an English 

students from the United States 
cording to Hill, the summer sessi 
"designed to provide academic an 
social experiences so students will 
understand the demands of three 
leges which are essentially elitist 
·highly academic." She calls the 
program "a reflection of all thre 
stitutions' commitment to diversify
ing the student population." 

Mainly, however, students from 
abroad go only to the international 
student orientation which takeS . 
place a few days before the regular · · 
freshman orientation. "Because we 
have such a very fine Customs pro 
gram and Upperclass Advisor pro
gram," Hill explains, "international . 
students do not need extra help; they 
become integrated in the communi- · 
ty." Bill Kennedy assistant. t 
dean, has been ng with int 
tional students and grees with Hill. 
International st · are "very 
adept at adjusting often be-. 

· come such an integral part of the 
· community they do not want to be 

considered in a special category. 
MKW. 



Mohammad Ghiabi '87 and Jonathan Jenny '86 

prep school in Kenya, and then 
moved on to London, Paris, Basel and 
Geneva, all the while working on his 
skills in French, German and English. 
With the support, both moral and fi
nancial, of his uncles, Jonathan came 
to the international student orienta
tion before Haverford, which he now 
says "reminds me of how much of a 
greenhorn I was" about small things 
like sales tax and sports trivia. "When 
I first came here I thought I could fit 
right in as an American," Jonathan 
explains, but last year he had to 
come to terms with how he was dif
ferent as an international student, in 
the sense that "part of my experience 
had no relevance here." "Now," he 
says, "I can make things more acces
sible to other people, realizing that I 
am from a different culture." Major
ing in both philosophy and sociology, 
Jonathan has been active in issues of 
diversity and feminism at the College. 
This year, he is heading an anti
apartheid group, growing out of the 
Black Students' League which he ran 
last year. 

Whether they call Ghana or Ger
many, Singapore or the Soviet Union 
home, international students bring a 
special presence to Haverford's cam
pus. The international community 
forms an integral part of campus life; 
and at the College, students from 
around the world learn with and 
teach their fellows. 

Matty Woodruff is a Haverford ju
nior majoring in philosophy. She is 
spending the spring semester in Great 
Britain, studying at the University of 
Essex. 

25 



IN THE 

Haverford Students on Junior Year Abroad 
by Carol A. Vizzier '84 
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What's life like at a foreign university? 
HORIZONS asked a recent alumna 
who lives in London to visit students 
on "study away" at Oxford and Cam
bridge, to gather comments on stu
dent life "the British way." 

W hy study abroad? An itch to 
travel and the desire for a 
fresh perspective are 

among the reasons cited by four Hav
erford juniors who are studying at 
Oxford and Cambridge Universities, 
the heart of the Western university 
tradition. At Cambridge, Melissa Al
len, an English major, is "reading" 
English literature at Fitzwilliam Col
lege, and John Hurvitz, a biology ma
jor, studies biochemistry at Queens' 
College. Sarah Wright and Yasmin 
Carim are reading English literature 
at Oxford. Both are enrolled in St. Ed
mund's College-known affectionate
ly as "Teddy Hall." 

The British system contrasts with 
the American liberal arts college for 
both humanities and science stu
dents. In the humanities, depart
ments conduct a running series of 
lectures from which students are ad
vised to attend eight to ten per week. 
Students themselves choose which 
lectures to attend, based on rel
evance to a given course of study, or 
simple interest in the topic. The Hav
erford students find that their English 
colleagues tend to be relatively lax 
about attendance-appearing at per
haps one or two lectures a week. For 
students used to a regular class 
schedule, the system can seem un
structured; Yasmin Carim, for exam
ple, finds herself attending many 
more lectures than most of her Brit
ish friends do, in an attempt to add 

some order to her days. 
The key to the Oxbridge system is 

the private meeting with faculty-the 
"tutorial" for those at Oxford, or "su
pervision" at Cambridge. At these 
sessions, students receive the teach
er's critique of a required 10-page 
weekly essay. While their British 
counterparts seem more relaxed 
about their work, preparation for the 
tutorial or supervision is taken seri
ously; the students in the literature 
program say the essay requires ex
tensive reading and disciplined 
thought. Melissa Allen's initial anxi
ety about the tradition of supervi
sion, however, was relieved when her 
supervisor turned out to be a sympa
thetic American. 

How do they feel about a switch 
from Haverford's seven dimensions 
to a single-subject approach? Melissa 
commented that the intensive ap
proach, reading only English litera
ture, allows her to work more effi
ciently and to pay direct attention to 
the social, political, economic and 
historical context of the literature
an "idyllic" opportunity. A bi-weekly 
seminar on critical theory for those 
studying English helps emphasize the 
importance of critical sources in 
reading. 

At Oxford, however, American stu
dents have a reputation for working 
too hard for originality in interpreta
tion, and have been known to stop 
classes dead with their responses. 
Eyebrows are raised at the Ameri
cans' anxious attention to proper ci
tation methods. "Our friends keep 
telling us 'Someone's already said it, 
and probably said it better-just stay 
in the tradition and paraphrase," 
laugh Y asmin and Sarah. 



The American students appreciate 
the intensive approach to human
ities, but none of them were sure that 
they would want to spend more than 
a year at it. Yasmin has added a half
course in philosophy to vary her pro
gram. Sarah commented that the 
American approach allows students 
to major in a particular field but still 
take courses in other areas-particu
larly in fields like computer science 
or economics which can provide 
more "marketable" skills. Both Vas
min and Sarah agree that Oxford is 
not even remotely "career-oriented," 
and express no suprise at recent arti
cles in the English press offering stat
istics on the staggering numbers of 
humanities BA.'s reputedly on the 
dole. 

Sciences are more formally struc
tured in the British university system, 
and "Natsci's," as they're somewhat 
derogatively called, spend long per
iods in the classroom. Three sets of 
lectures, three labs, and three "su
pervisions" push class time over the 
40-hour mark each week, and science 
students have a reputation as 
"grinds" (quite rare on the Cam
bridge campus). For an undergrad
uate biochemistry major, the British 
educational emphasis differs from 
the more familiar Haverford experi
ence in other ways. Cambridge sees 
graduate work as the real academic 
goal, according to John Hurvitz. He 
feels that the undergraduate educa
tion at a liberal arts college like Hav
.erford allows the individual to pursue 
other intellectual interests along the 
way-an opportunity missing at 
Cambridge. The first two years of the 
science major there are geared to
ward examinations, while the third 
year is devoted to research tech
niques. John says he was surprised to 
find that the initial response to his 
questions frequently is "Don't worry, 
it's not on the exam"-though with a 
little more pressing, explanations 
come readily enough. 

British students, on the whole, are 
more relaxed than their American 
counterparts, and much less likely to 
talk about their studies. Of course, 
they've worked hard to get into uni-
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versity, surviving several "weedings
out," including 0-Ievel exams at age 
16, A-levels at 18 and the competitive 
Oxbridge exams themselves. Once 
they are there, however, they relax 
and enjoy the privileges of student 
life. The Haverford students suspect 
the atmosphere can be attributed to 
a lesser work load, flexible deadlines, 
the virtual absence of graded assign
ments and the fact that free tuition, 
combined with government subsi
dies, eases student concerns about 
money. British students tend to be 
geared more toward passing than to
ward taking a "first," say the Ameri
cans, and those who work for a "first 
first" really stand out. On the other 
hand, many Oxbridge students are 
heavily involved in extracurricular 
activities. And as all four students at 
Oxbridge point out, with consider
able enthusiasm and a little awe
there's quite a social life. 

"Students really value their social 
time," reports Melissa Allen, "and the 
faculty encourage it. They'd think it 
was ridiculous to spend Friday night 
in the library, and all-nighters are un
heard of." An evening of conversation 
at a local pub is a standard, but both 
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Oxford and Cambridge list dizzying 
numbers of clubs and societies orga
nized at both the college and univer
sity levels. These groups cater to ev
ery conceivable interest including 
athletics, the arts, any shade of the 
political spectrum, food, wine-tast
ing, film, dance, drama and other 
more esoteric pursuits. Aside from 
the fact that British students place 
more emphasis on their social time, 
it's both the quantity and quality of 
organized social events that Haver
ford students find conducive to so
cializing. "There's no pressure to or
ganize your own entertainment. 

Yasmin Carim '86 and Sarah Wright '86 

Everything's there-you just have to 
go out and do it." 

Despite recent reports in the Lon
don press of political apathy among 
students, the Americans abroad say 
that the vast majority of students are 
politically active. Sports as well as 
politics fill out the British university 
experience. John reports that nearly 
everyone is active in one sport, if not 
more. He describes athletics as "pret
ty amateurish but lots of fun," and he 
has joined in the traditional British 
enthusiasm for crew. At Oxford, 
Sarah also rows, and Yasmin is a cox. 
It takes no small commitment to risk 
the waters of the Isis or the Cam (re
putedly none too clean) at 6 a.m. in 
December. 

All of the Americans were struck 
by a sense of awe inspired by their 
surroundings. The Oxbridge mys
tique is augmented by the impressive 
architecture-one student reported 
keeping busy by "just walking around 
looking at the buildings." They are 
also relieved by the efficiency of the 
thoroughly modern central heating 
system in the ancient halls (John's 
college, Queens', was refounded in 
1448 by Margaret of Anjou). As a 



group the Haverfordians abroad en
joy attendance at formal halls (sit
down dinners which students attend 
in their college gowns) and share a 
slight embarrassment about the fact 
that they have maid service. Melissa 
points out, "You really do choose the 
level of the formality you want to in
volve yourself in at the college. It's 
completely voluntary." John found it 
easier to take the pomp and circum-

The nu ber of 
abroad v · t ter en-
erally be 20 and 60 Haverfor 
students per ademic ye 
semester or year at a sc 
the United States. · 

In past years, students have had to 
plan their semester or year aw 
somewhat.raRdom fashion, wi 
help of professors, publicatio 
foreign language advisors. But s 
ing in 1984-85, the Dean's Offic 
coordinating the study away pro
grams. The new process has been de-
signed to ensure so rt of "qual-
ity control" for Hav students 
studying abroad. Ra r ~an have 
studen dly try to find the best 
foreign ams, the Dean's Office 
provides a list of approved and rec 
ommended programs. These vary 
from programs run by o Am ·-
can universities to direc 
as "visiting students" at ore1gn 
universities involved. The Dean's Of
fice list currently includes pr 
in France, Germany, Great Br , 

Kenya, Israel, Italy, Colombia, the So-
viet Union and S d may in~ 
elude other pro n future se-
mesters. 

If students are able to find a pro
gram that·suits their desires ·from 
within the group, the Dean's Office 
can provide all necessary informa- · 
tion and application · . Once ad
mitted to a program, a s ent need 
only gain the approval of a dean and 
faculty advisor. However~ students · 
who are interes ther pro-

stance less seriously after an early 
formal hall erupted into a full-scale 
food fight. On the more serious side, 
Yasmin, having found sexism deeply 
entrenched in tradition, counts her
self lucky to have worked with one of 
the few female tutors at Oxford. 

Come the end of the school year, 
the Americans will join in other Ox
bridge customs; dressed in the tradi
tional caps and gowns, Cambridge 

able to fi 
·that mee 

their needs, are s free to pursu 
dependent programs. The appro 
procedure requir w more st 
students must rec e approval .. 
of the department chrur for each of 

e courses they plan to take {as all 
tudents undertaking study away 

ha d to do in past years), and 
th ust obtain permission from 

· .. the Committee on Student Standing 
and Programs. This procedure also 
pplies to that handful verfo 

dians who each year c to st 
at another American coli 
versity for a term. 

Associate dean Donna all 
who has led many of the chang in 
the Dean's Office, stresses that the 
new program is designed to help stu
dents avoid the "hit or miss" situa-
tion of applying abroad. Programs in 
other countries vary greatly in qual-: 
ity, and the College wants to ensure 
that the requirements in study away 
measure up to the rigorous demands 
of Haverford. Some programs, for ex
ample, may proclaim to be "at Ox-
ford" or "at the Sorbonne," but do 

. not involve the faculty or residential 
life of the actual university; other 
programs sound prornising.on paper, 
but prove to have low quality educa
tional programs for students. There
fore the Dean's Office, with the hel 
·of faculty members and the Educa
tional Policy Committee, has scruti
nized and screened programs in the 
countries involved to en · · th 
periences offered are of ed 
tiona! quality. The list i 
inclusive; it represents t 
programs the deans feel 
monitor appropriately on a regular 

students will sit for exams and Ox
ford students go to "collections" in 
ancient examination halls. The 
Americans more eagerly anticipate, 
however, the springtime diversion of 
dancing in the May balls of the Ox
ford and Cambridge college quads. 

At the time this article was written, 
Carol Vizzier '84 was living and work
ing in London. 
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The editor welcomes comments 
and ideas, and hopes that each Hav
erford author will be sure to send the 
College a copy of his or her latest 
book (copies will eventually go to the 
Magill Library), as well as reviews 
and press releases, so that we may 
note them in future issues of HORI
ZONS. Please send your materials to 
the Publications Office, Haverford 
College, Haverford, PA 19041, Atten
tion: John F. Gummere, Books Editor. 

Balderston, Jack '44. Improving 
Office Operations. Van Nostrand 
Reinhold, 1984. 

Freund, Ronald '69. What One 
Person Can Do To Help Prevent 
Nuclear War. Twenty-Third Publica
tions, 1984, 185 pages. 

This small book makes the case 
against the use of nuclear weapons 
about as clearly as can be done. It 
goes on to show numerous ways in 
which an individual, by himself or 
with others, can make a contribution 
toward reducing the probability of nu
clear war. The author, Ronald Freund, 
Haverford '69, is deeply concerned. 
His approach is religious, and his 
book abounds with references to ac
tions and statements by individuals 
and groups, primarily Catholic, but 
also many Protestant and non-demon
inational. These references often in
clude brief life histories of the per
sons involved so that the discussion 
acquires an attractive concreteness. 

In the introduction, Freund gives 
an interesting account of how he 
came to his present concern with the 
nuclear problem. (For some years 
now, he has been associated with a 
well-known group, Clergy and Laity 

30 HORIZONS I Winter 1985 

Concerned.) He next considers how 
many of us in our daily work- wheth
er in the factory, office, school or lab
oratory-thoughtlessly support the 
production of nuclear weapons. 
There follows a review of the long
and short-term effects of nuclear ar
maments and a brief history of their 
development and of the strategy of 
their use. Freund discusses at length 
the matter of the payment of taxes 
when so large a portion goes to sup
port an overblown defense budget, 
and considers the effects of this bud
get on the economy and employment. 
The draft and the positions of the con
scientious objector and of the non
registrant are described. Freund also 
deals with the penetration of the mili
tary into our schools, colleges and 
universities , and how this might be 
changed. 

Finally, a chapter entitled "What 
Can I Do?" contains case histories of 
individuals-a politician, a social 
worker, a clergyman, and a teacher
and what they did to push for a more 
moral attitude toward defense. The 
next section, "What Can We Do?," re
views what is being done by a number 
of groups: the Freeze movement, indi
vidual church groups, the American 
Friends Service Committee, Clergy 
and Laity Concerned, the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, Pax Christi, and 
others. The book closes with a dis
cussion of the problem of passive 
obedience to what is perceived as le
gitimate authority. 

In summary, this is a powerful little 
book. Even though one may not al
ways approve of the actions described 
or agree with the arguments present
ed, one cannot put down Freund's 
book without some uneasy question
ing of one's own activities and posi
tion. 
Louis Green 
Emeritus Professor of Astronomy 

Ghiglione, Loren F. '63, ed. The 
Buying and Selling of America's 
Newspapers. R. J. Berg & Company, 
1984, 200 pages. 

In this book, ten different authors 
discuss the effects of takeovers by big 
newspaper chains of small-size pri
vately-owned newspapers. There is a 
history of each paper from its found
ing, with a discussion of its successes 
or failures, followed by what seems to 
the reader to be a very fair appraisal of 
what happened after the takeover. 

Obviously, there are ten different 
stories. Sometimes the new manage
ment made possible much-needed 
improvements, such as the hiring of 
better staff, better facilities, wider out-



reach in coverage plus professional 
advice in format and makeup. But 
with all this often came what one 
would expect: a lessening of the inti
mate hometown kind of flavor that 
had naturally been an important fea
ture of any small newspaper. 

But the broader que~tion raised 
here is whether the current trend of 
scooping up small paper after small 
paper by the big chains may not result 
in too much concentrated control 
with policies coming from a big, im
personal kind of corporate manage
ment. Nearly 90 percent of the daily 
newspapers sold since 1976 in the 
U.S. have been purchased by newspa
per chains. Ingersoll, Gannett (89 pa
pers), Thomsom (81), Donrey (43), 
and Knight-Ridder (31) among them 
have a large share. The author also 
cites the situation in Canada, where 
two groups hold about 80 percent of 
the publications. 

It seems sure that the trend is going 
to continue. Thus it is a trend worth 
thinking about; it may affect quite ad
versely the ability of the general pub
lic to get the advantages one should 
expect from a completely free press. 

Ghiglione, who contributed a 
chapter dealing with the Transcript of 
North Adams, MA, is a former editor
in-chief of the Haverford News. 
John F. Gummere '22 

Grambs, David '59. Words About 
Words. McGraw-Hill, 1984,428pages. 

David Grambs, who has made of 
career of working with words as an 
editor, writer and translator, was a 
member of the staff of the first edition 
of The American Heritage Dictionary 
of the English Language. His own 
book is not technically a dictionary, 
and yet it is one. It defines such words 
as bombast and bookburner (and all 
to the good), but includes all sorts of 
exotica, e.g., dingbat,"an ornamental 
printing type," British codwallop, and 
U.S. baloney. You will find that Gonzo 
journalism is writing that is fancy 
rather than factual (do the Muppets 
know this?). Super-learned words in
clude xeneopist, "one who speaks a 
language with a foreign accent," and 
punnigram, "a punning epigram." 

This is a good coffee-table book, a 
book to browse through, and a splen
did source of trivia. 
John F. Gummere '22 

Grier, Louis N. Jr. '42. Kaihoeno 
Kakhashi (Bridge to Liberation). 
Nihon Kirisuto Kyodan Publishing 
Co., 1984, 230 pages. (In Japanese 
only.) 

This posthumously published col
lection of Louis Grier's sermons and 
writings cover his work as a mission
ary in Japan. Grier was devoted to the 
elimination of tribal discrimination in 
that country, and was active in the 
Buraku liberation movement for over 
three decades. The problems of op
pression should concern all, not just 
the oppressed, said Grier. "We must 
put forth all of our effort to eliminate 
the discriminatory attitude on our 
side. A real liberation can be achieved 
only out of struggle with the people of 
the oppressed," he wrote (translation 
from the Mainichi Daily News). 

Klinman, Jerome J. M.D. '56. 
Illustrations by Cynthia S. Klinman 
(BMC'60). The Art of Shrinking. Ar
gent Press, 1984, 176 pages. 

Psychiatrist Jerome Klinman ex
plores the lighter side of pyschother
apy in this volume of verse. Wife Cyn
thia S. Klinman, a pyschologist and 
psychoanalyst, has filled the pages 
with over 100 whimsical line draw
ings. Together they describe what 
they call the Five Arts of Shrinking: 
Becoming a Therapist, Being a Thera
pist, Being Off Duty, Being a Patient, 
and Terminating Therapy. 

The Klinmans poke fun at the psy
chiatric world in poems such as the 
following: 

"I'm not thinking! It's a bore!'' 
Silence filled the room with 
dread. .. 

"I'm not talking! That's the score!" 
Silence heavier than lead. .. 

''I'm not coming anymore!" 
Silence as if one were dead ... 

"I'm not paying! That's for sure!" 
"What was that?" the doctor 
said. 

With clever rhymes and appealing wit, 
the Klinmans celebrate the idiosyn
crasies of the therapist's world. 

Kuntz, Paul G. '37. Alfred North 
Whitehead. G. K. Hall (Twayne World 
Author Series), 1984. 

A thorough study of Whitehead's 
life and writings, inspired, says the 
author, by Haverford faculty members 
Douglas V. Steere, Elton Trueblood 
and Thomas Kelly. 

Lewis, Gerard J. '82. Macintosh: 
The Appliance of the Future. Ban
bury Books, 1984, 367 pages. 

Tobey, Peter W. '70 and James E. 
Kelley Jr.. Cage's Secret: A Micro
computer Enigma. Banbury Books, 
1984, 352 pages. 

For the complete story on Peter To
bey, who owns and operates Banbury 
Books in Wayne, PA, and Gerard Lew
is, see "A Byte of the Business" on 
page 38. 

Sigelman, Jesse '67 and Frederick 
A. Jakobiec. Advanced Techniques 
in Ocular Surgery. Saunders, 1984, 
350 pages. 
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SPORTSCAPE 
For the last eight years, John R. Gleeson 3rd '69 has 

written a weekly "Sporting Life" column for The Advance 

of Bucks County, PA. Woodsong Graphics recently 

published SPORTSCAPE, a 176-page book of his most 

successful columns and photographs, which cover sports 

from the most common to the downright bizarre. 

When not investigating the athletic world, Gleeson is a 

teacher and coach at the George School in Newtown, PA. 

Right: Women's Rugby: These Ruggers Play No Matter 
What the Elements!; Fox Hunting: A Sport Steeped in Tradition; 
High School Decathlon: Dedication, Spirit and Olympian Zeal 
Below: Highland Games: Making a Sport of Harvesting 
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ANOTHER SIDE OF MEAD 
by Laurence Wylie 

A s I read the book [Jane 
Howard's Margaret Mead: A 
Life] I often thought that it 

sounded like the minutes of a very 
long, grossly overattended, and un
usually verbose Quaker funeral. Ev
eryone wanted to rise at some time 
and explain how his or her life had 
been transformed, molded, and en
riched by some crucial contact with 
Mead. As Jane Howard says (page 
205), there are many, many people in 
this world who have spent sleepless 
nights after an encounter with Marga
ret Mead that transformed their lives. 

At the risk of appearing to be a 
Quaker very much out of place in a 
high Episcopalian service more ap
propriate to Mead, I am moved to tes
tify in a modest way. A French teach
er at Haverford College in the 1940s, I 
learned through some of Mead's 
books and articles that I would really 
be more interested in trying to un
derstand French behavior than in 
studying language and literature. 
Over a period of several years, I took 
postdoctoral courses in anthropolo
gy at the University of Pennsylvania, 
and finally was considered sufficient
Iy prepared to do fieldwork in France. 

The spring before I left with my 
family, Mead was invited to Haver
ford to give a lecture, and I was invit
ed to have dinner with her at the 
home of sociologist Ira Reid. When 
he introduced us, Mead was talking 
to someone else, but she interrupted 
that conversation to whirl on me and 
confront me with, "Well, and just 
what is your hypothesis?" I wanted to 
disappear. Needless to say, I did not 
go to sleep that night. My God, I had 
no hypothesis! All I wanted to do was 
live in a French village and get an 
idea of what life was like there so I 
might report back to my students. 

After this initial attack, however, 
Mead softened a bit and invited me 
up to her tower office at the Ameri
can Museum of Natural History to 
talk it all over. A couple of weeks tat-

er when I appeared for the appoint
ment, she came from her corner and 
really let me have it. What did a 
French teacher with a doctorate in 
literature think he was doing, trying 
to carry out anthropological field
work? Within a few minutes, I threw 
in the sponge and felt myself figura
tively lying, a battered mess, on the 
floor. Then the mother in Margaret 
Mead surfaced. As she lovingly 
helped so many others, she patted 
me on the shoulder, offered me ad
vice, cheered me up, and finally sent 
me off full of confidence that I could 
do fieldwork after all. I had been initi
ated into the Wider Mead Fellowship, 
and always thereafter she was sup
portive and generous whenever I 
asked for her help. 

Laurence Wylie taught French at 
Haverford from 1943 to 1959. He is 
the author of Village in the Vaucluse, 
among other works. Now C. Douglas 
Dillon Professor Emeritus of French 
Civilization at Harvard University, 
Wylie recently wrote a book review of 
two biographies of anthropologist 
Margaret Mead. We excerpt this story 
from his piece, "Margaret Mead is the 
Message," with permission from Nat
ural History, Vol. 93, No. 10; Copy
right the American Museum of Natu
ral History, 1984. 



ENGINEERING THE 
HUMAN BODY: 
WILLIAM H. HARRIS M.D. '48 

R ewarding and stunning results 
happen every day in the spe
cialty of Dr. William Harris. 

Patients who are unable to walk be
cause of painful joint defects may 
have their hip joints restored to nor
mal function after a two-to-three 
hour operation. To today's medical 
student, hip implant operations may 
not seem remarkable; about 100,000 
of them are performed in hospitals in 
the United States every year. But con
sidering that twenty-five years ago 
surgery to correct debilitating wear 
on the hip joint was unpredictable, 
limited and required 12 to 18 months 
of recovery time, the modern capac
ity of the total hip replacement is mi
raculous. Bill Harris cites the person
al rewards of his work: "One of the 
advantages of having been around for 
a while is knowing what it was like 
before total hip replacement. Today's 
surgery really changes people's 
lives." 

Harris is the Chief of Hip and Im
plant Surgery at Massachusetts Gen
eral Hospital in Boston and Clinical 
Professor of Orthopedic Surgery at 
Harvard Medical School. He also is a 
Senior Lecturer in Mechanical Engi
neering at the Massachusetts Insti
tute of Technology. Harris does not 
instruct students in the technology of 
ordinary machines, however. In his 
role as engineer, he teaches about 
the structural make-up of the skele
ton-how bones and joints work 
together. 

Surgery proved to be the ideal 
choice of a career for Harris, who re
ceived his M.D. from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1951. As a surgeon, 
he can "deal on the human side" but 
also engage in engineering and re
search as well. For Harris, "that con
stellation is a fascinating combina
tion." He says that hip replacement 
surgery combines elements of man
ual dexterity and cabinet-making (in 
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hip replacement, surgeons must use 
power tools to complete the bone 
procedure) with knowledge of human 
anatomy, surgical physiology and the 
occasional need for crisis manage
ment, since unforeseen situations of
ten require the surgeon to make im
portant decisions on the spot. 

Total hip replacement involves 
putting an artificial ball and socket in 
place of the original joint. The prob
lems of this simple idea are manifold: 
for example, how do you get the arti
ficial joint to stick? That issue was 
the fundamental problem of hip sur
gery in its formative days twenty-five 
years ago. British surgeon John Char
ney, with a little help from a dentist 
friend, discovered that a cement 
made of polymethyl melacrylate 
could fix the socket to the original 
bone and the ball joint to the femur, 
or thigh bone. The use of the cement 
made the procedure feasible, but in 
recent years post-operative analyses 
have indicated that there can be 
loosening and failure over the long 
term. Harris and his co-workers at 
the Massachusetts General Hospital 
in Boston have been working on solu
tions to these problems. Mechanical
ly, the cement is the weak link in the 
system. Harris and his co-workers 
have developed a simple mechanical 
technique to more than double the 
fatigue life of the cement by centri
fuging out the air bubbles in the op
erating room under sterile condi
tions; another solution is to pressure 
inject the cement before implanta
tion so that the putty will fix the joint 
more strongly. An important and to
tally new approach eliminates the 
use of bone cement by creating "a 
biological bond." By making the im
plant with a porous metal surface, 
bone can grow into the implant, mak
ing the artificial joint integral with 
the real skeletal structure. 

Harris' lab has been at the fore-

front of other advances in hip sur
gery, investigating stress of bones 
and joints, tackling the problem of 
post-surgical complications from 
blood clots, and helping prevent sep
sis, or dangerous postoperative in
fection. Each step along the way 
solves another piece of the puzzle; 
each advance can help save more 
lives or make hip replacements more 
successful. 

Bill Harris splits his time as a 
teacher, researcher and surgeon. 
With research to conduct and direct 
in the lab, he can handle only a finite 
number of implant operations him
self, usually only the most difficult 
cases. Of his division at Massachu
setts General, Harris says that "it's 
our responsibility to do things that 
are non-standard, that most people 
aren't prepared to deal with. We sit at 
the bottom of a big funnel, and often 
deal with complex problems." An ex
ample of such problems involved an 
arthritic patient with a severe combi
nation of the worst problems. An 
original hip replacement operation 
had failed. Coupled with that was a 
severe multiple fracture of the thigh
bone. Taken with rheumatoid arthri
tis that crippled several other joints, 
the possibilities for a solution 
seemed limited. After the patient had 
been treated by other specialists in a 
variety of ways for six months with
out result, Harris and his team were 
asked to take on the case. Their solu
tion was to remove everything from 
the mid-pelvis to the mid-thighbone, 
replacing that with the matching hip 
socket and thighbone from the bone 
bank (a hip joint taken from an organ 
donor). It was the first time that a hip 
replacement was completed using 
the entire joint of a human donor. 

Such pioneering procedures are 
part of the history of Harris' lab. In 
1969 he performed the first total hip 
replacement operation in New En-



gland; he continues to top his field in 
research and practice. This year he 
was named among the top medical 
specialists in the United States by 
both Good Housekeeping and Town 
& Country magazines. Harris has 
published over a hundred and sixty
five articles in scientific journals, and 
has written a book written on radi
ology in emergency medicine with 
his brother. In addition, Harris' work 
on hip implantation has won him 
many awards. He twice has received 
the orthopedic community's national 
prize for outstanding research-the 
Kappa Delta award. 

Harris has demonstrated and lec
tured on impl,antation surgery across 
Europe, the Pacific, Asia and in Egypt. 
A Japanese garden outside his home 
is a reminder of a stay in that Eastern 
country. He has visited the People's 
Republic of China as a guest lecturer 
several times, teaching and passing 
on his developments to the surgical 
field in a nation which has far to go in 
medical sophistication. But, as Bill 
Harris' work has demonstrated, sig
nificant changes in surgical treat
ment certainly can happen in very 
few years. B.J.S. 



A TEACHER'S JOURNEY: 
R. JOHN DAVISON '73 
by Matthew Levinger '83 

S ince first visiting Jerusalem in 
1965, R. John Davison '73 says 
he has been "enthralled" by 

the struggle between Jews and Arabs 
over Palestine. "When in Jerusalem 
I've felt that I'm in the center of the 
universe," Davison says. "For this 
spiritual center to be the center of 
armed struggle is fascinating to me." 
Davison got a closer look at the Arab
Israeli conflict on a three-week trip 
last summer. One of 16 members of a 
"Peace Tour of the Middle East" 
sponsored by the California-based 
Resource Center for Nonviolence, he 
learned firsthand the perspectives of 
intellectual and political leaders in 
Israel, Syria, Jordan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization-and came 
away with renewed faith in the possi
bility of a negotiated settlement be
tween the Palestinians and Israel. 

As chairman of the history depart
ment at the George School, a Friends 
boarding school in Newtown, PA, 
Davison has taught a course in Mid
dle Eastern History for the past four 
years. Describing himself as a con-
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vinced Quaker, he says that he be
lieves high school history classes 
should have "international aware
ness and sensitivity." One of his goals 
in the classroom, he says, is to "sen
sitize students to oppressed groups 
given short shrift in traditional his
tories"; he hopes that by increasing 
his students' awareness of social 
problems he may inspire them to,''in 
some manner involve their lives in 
creating positive change for society." 
Davison joined the teachers, journal
ists and members of peace organiza
tions with the goal of further educat
ing himself about the Middle Eastern 
conflict. 

Davison describes the one "mes
sage" he learned from the trip in a 
characteristic soft-spoken tone: 
"Americans need to have a much bet
ter understanding of what the Pales
tinians are about. We must recognize 
the legitimacy of the P.L.O." He quali
fies his statement by saying that he is 
"only beginning to learn about the 
situation"-but he says that the trip 
strengthened his belief that "there 

can be no lasting peace in the Middle 
East without the participation of the 
Palestinians." 

Conversations with government 
officials and activists on all sides of 
the Palestinian issue gave group 
members a clear sense of the dimen
sions of the barriers to a negotiated 
settlement. Most Israelis are deeply 
suspicious of negotiating with the 
Palestinians. "Give them an inch and 
they'll take a mile," is Davison's sum
mary of the prevailing Israeli attitude. 
Israelis cite a current border dispute 
with Egypt in the Sinai Desert as evi
dence that Arab governments can't 
be trusted. "Conservative Israelis are 
now saying that Camp David was a 
mistake for Israel," observes Davison. 
To negotiate with P.L.O. chairman 
Y asir Arafat, founder of the guerrilla 
organization AI Fatah, would require 
a far greater leap of faith than negoti
ating with Egypt. 

Most unyielding of all Israelis are a 
group of West Bank settlers called 
Gush Emunim, who are committed to 
militant opposition to Palestinian ter
rorism. lnsisting that the West Bank 
is part of the Biblical nation of Israel, 
they say that the only "homeland" for 
Palestinians is in neighboring Jordan. 

On the other side of the controver
sy, the Palestine Liberation Organiza
tion is difficult to negotiate with, 
partly because the Palestinians are 
divided. The P.L.O. is an umbrella or
ganization for hundreds of smaller 
Palestinian groups. "My impression is 
that the P.L.O. is by far the most 
democratic government in the Arab 
world," says Davison. "The potential 
for factionalism makes decision-mak
ing extremely cumbersome." Recent
ly Chairman Arafat has moderated 
his anti-Israeli rhetoric. Though the 
P.L.O. has not changed its 1964 
charter calling for a democratic Pal
estinian state to be created in place 
of Israel , Arafat has explicitly called 
for negotiations with Israel, and the 
P.L.O. has passed resolutions sug
gesting that it would accept a Pales
tinian homeland consisting of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 



Released Druze prisoners in the Golan Heights 

To the right of Arafat in the P.L.O., 
however, is a group of Palestinian 
hard-liners supported by the Syrian 
government that views Arafat as "too 
weak and too willing to talk to the Is
raelis," according to Davison. Mah
moud Labadi, one member of this 
faction with whom the group spoke 
in Damascus, told them: "We have 
only one choice, and this is armed re
sistance against the Israeli occupa
tion .... Israelis do not understand any 
other language but violence." When a 
group member asked Labadi about 
the possibility of negotiation, he said: 
"We are the lambs being butchered. 
Why don't you tell the butcher what 

to do?" Compounding this difficulty, 
says Davison, is the desire of some 
Arab governments to play on the fac
tionalism within the P.L.O., to "wave 
the bloody shirt" against Israel, in
stead of attempting to find a peaceful 
solution. 

Despite the sobering complexity of 
the problem, Davison came away 
from the tour encouraged by what he 
had seen. What impressed him most 
on the trip was "how many peaceful, 
scholarly, thoughtful individuals are 
involved in the Palestinian move
ment." The trip gave him a perspec
tive on the Palestinian movement 
that he never could have obtained 

through the American media, he says. 
"Most people associated with the Pal
estinian movement are not violent 
people, but the media usually cover 
events involving some act of vio
lence. This leads to the impression 
that the entirety of the Palestinian 
movement is one of violence." The 
group got a chance to meet with peo
ple like Dr. Hana Nasser, president of 
Bir Zeit University, a Palestinian uni
versity on the West Bank, who con
tinues to hope for a negotiated settle
ment though he has been deported to 
Lebanon by Israel. More impressive, 
perhaps, is the continued moderation 
of Karim Khalaf and Bassam Shaka'a. 
Both were Palestinian mayors of 
West Bank towns deposed by the Is
raeli government; both lost their legs 
in Israeli car bombing attacks. 

Halfway through the trip, the 
group stopped for a day in Majdal 
Shams, a Druze village in the Golan 
Heights. It was prisoner exchange 
day, when Israel and Syria were to ex
change prisoners of war, and seven 
Syrian prisoners were to be returned 
to this village. A school holiday was 
declared, Davison says, and "Many 
thousands of people showed up from 
miles around. When the prisoners ar
rived they were hoisted on the shoul
ders of the crowd-their feet never 
touched the ground. The crowd was 
singing, 'We are with you Syria until 
we die!'" 

Davison concludes, "I fully under
stood the absolute dedication of the 
Palestinians. They will not go away; 
they grow stronger every day." As for 
his own role in the conflict, Davison 
feels that both as a teacher and as a 
citizen, he has an obligation to learn 
more about it and to tell what he 
sees. "It is particularly important to 
educate ourselves about those whom 
we consider our adversary. If we un
derstand as human to human what 
the feelings are, there is much more 
chance for reconciliation." 

Matthew Levinger '83 teaches his
tory at the Hackley School in Tarry
town, NY. 
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A BYTE OF THE BUSINESS: 
GERARD LEWIS '82 and PETER TOBEY '70 
by Paul Tuchman '78 

W hen Apple Computer began 
work on its Macintosh, "the 
computer for the rest of 

us," it probably thought it was build
ing it for folks just like Jerry Lewis 
'82. Lewis, a philosophy major, spent 
his four years at Haverford with 
words, ideas and his trusty camera. 
No computer, no computer program
ming, no computer courses. 

Today he could probably teach 
Apple a thing or two about the Macin
tosh. In fact, the Silicon Valley 
whizzes can read all about it in 
Lewis's new book, Macintosh: The 
Appliance of the Future, published re
cently by Banbury Books of Wayne, 
PA. Lewis was an editor there until 
leaving in November to join Software 
Publishing Corporation in California, 
as managing editor of its software 
line. 
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Despite, or perhaps because of, his 
almost -overnight success-more 
than 12,000 copies of the 367-page 
book were shipped in its first three 
months and rave reviews are starting 
to appear-Lewis still seems a bit un
comfortable talking about his path 
from philosophy to the computer 
world's best-seller list. But when 
Lewis is quiet, you can count on Pe
ter Tobey '70 to speak up. Tobey, 
publisher and owner of Banbury, 
"discovered" his fellow Haverfordian, 
and today he talks about him with all 
the pride and joy of a doting parent. 

"Jerry was the best thing that ever 
happened to me," says Tobey, who 
has published 200 pieces of fiction 
and 80 non-fiction works since he got 
his start at the age of 21 . 

Tobey's own publishing career be
gan with a motorcyle trip across the 

country with a friend from Haverford. 
Ostensibly celebrating the fact that 
he had missed the Vietnam draft, To
bey eventually turned his misadven
tures-"! realized I didn't know what 
I was doing"-into a successful book 
on how to ride a motorcycle. "I was 
21 years old," Tobey remembers with 
a laugh, "and I made $140,000 out of 
my mother's basement." 

Almost a dozen years later, To
bey's wife interviewed Jerry for a po
sition at Tobey's company, Banbury 
Books. "He was a little bit too sloppy 
for her taste, but she liked him any
way and he came back." And so it 
was that a classified ad for a copy 
editor turned up a future author who 
has now, according to Tobey, "writ
ten the best book on one particular 
subject in print." 

"The Appliance of the Future" is 
part of an extensive series of Banbury 
titles on computers. "Here, our ap
proach has been to make computers 
accessible to non-technical people," 
explains Lewis. "You have to put 
computers into perspective. Ninety
five-and-a-half percent of the people 
in this country don't know what a 
byte is and they don't care." They are 
the people Apple is going after, and 
they make up the group for whom 
Lewis wrote his book. 

"Jerry's not an artist," says Tobey, 
"but there's a lot of art in that book. 
It's a classic liberal arts book; it starts 
from 'How do I plug it in?'" 

"You can write about a technical 
subject in a non-technical way," con
tinues Lewis. "Look at the audience. I 
didn't write the book for people who 
design computers all day. I wrote it 
for people who write letters to their 
Moms and Dads, people who draw 
pictures, people who do their home
work. It's really an Apple book, what 
you can do with your Macintosh." 

From the initial idea to the fin
ished book took 18 months, which, 
notes Tobey, is "a short time for a 
book." On the other hand, it was "a 
very, very long time for a computer 
book ... but the time we spent prepar
ing it was worth it." He adds, "The 
earlier people who were writing 
about this machine were sitting there 



with the Apple people, and it shows ... 
Jerry's is not a technical book, it has 
more of a cookbook feel to it." 

If the book is a "liberal arts book," 
has a certain liberal arts college had 
anything to do with its success? 

Lewis, his college years still rela
tively fresh, isn't sure. From Haver
ford he remembers, above all, free
dom. "You can go for four years and 
live your life without any interfer
ence. No one will interfere with you. 
You can think any wild thoughts you 
want, do any work you want-or not 
do any work." 

But Tobey says Haverford helped 
make Lewis the success he is today: 
"Jerry doesn't know it now, but ten 
years from now he'll say, 'Haverford 
was at me all the time. I was inter
fered with, challenged, poked at and 
pushed-and I learned to live with it. 
Haverford taught me how to work.' " 

Readers can check the shelves for 
Lewis' next book, Macintosh Pascal, a 
programming guide for the micro
computer. Tobey has his finger in a 
new project as well. With James E. 
Kelley Jr., he has written Cage's Se
cret: A Microcomputer Enigma, a 
computer mystery that the authors 
claim is a reconstruction of the ob
session of David Cage, a computer fa
natic. Reads the publisher's introduc
tion: "Suffering from a peculiar form 
of dementia, Cage believes he has 
discovered the meaning of life while 
sitting at a computer. Having 
glimpsed this vision, he has gone 
mad. Cage is so overwhelmed that he 
is unable to speak coherently, in
capable of communicating with other 
human beings. The meaning of life 
has become 'Cage's Secret.' " Read
ers are invited to try to solve this se
cret using the programming instruc
tions and clues in the book; the first 
person who discovers and describes 
"Cage's Secret" will win $25,000 that 
has been placed in escrow for a re
ward. 

Which just goes to show-the 
computer business can have a big 
pay-off. 

Paul Tuchman '78 is a marketing 
research assistant with General Mills 
in Minneapolis, MN. 



"NO PARKING!" 
by Edward 0. Parry '36 

T he relatively few students who 
owned cars in 1934 parked 
them in a lot behind Lloyd Hall 

and to the rear of Founders. Parking 
in front of Barclay Hall, except on 
moving days at the beginning and 
end of school, was frowned upon be
cause the road that ran past Roberts 
and Barclay Halls was then the major 
highway through the college. Howev
er, one day a fairly affluent student 
who roomed in South Barclay ac
quired a little Austin, and it was not 
long before he was parking it on the 
sidewalk between Center and South 
Barclay. 

This excited much unfavorable 
comment but nothing was said open
ly and no action was taken until one 
evening when the car's owner drove 
up in front of a group lounging in 
front of South Barclay after dinner, 
parked his car in its accustomed 
place, and took off for the library to 
study. 

Looks were exchanged, and no 
sooner had the offending undergrad
uate disappeared into the library 
than a horde of students converged 
on the little vehicle. They lifted it 
with a mighty effort and carried it up 
to the door of South Barclay. There 
was no external fire escape there 
then so they squeezed it through the 
door and up the steps into the first 
floor hall. There another group of 
students was assembled to relieve 

the first, and the car was manhandled 
up the stairs to the second floor hall. 
There it was parked neatly outside its 
owner's door. 

Two hours later the owner re
turned from the library and was hor
rified to discover that his car: was 
gone. He reported it to the police and 
then to Dean Tatnall Brown, who 
smelled a rat. By this time a crowd 
had gathered around the police car in 
front of Barclay Hall, and Dean 
Brown, no doubt noticing a trail of oil 
droppings and dirty footprints lead
ing into South Barclay, entered it at 
the head of a posse that included the 
police chief and several interested 
bystanders, and in due course found 
the Austin parked in the second floor 
hall. 

For such emergencies Deans are 

born. In less time than it takes to tell, 
Haverford's guardian of Jaw and or
der had a press gang of students 
sweating and straining as they tried 
to ease the vehicle back down the 
stairs. It was a feat of manpower un
aided by mechanical devices seldom 
seen since the building of the Great 
Pyramid. 

Fifteen minutes later the car was 
back on the sidewalk and the phys
ical binge was over. No charges were 
filed and very little was said, but the 
Austin's owner had learned his les
son and he never parked a car any
where near Barclay Hall again. 

"No Parking" is one of several 
vignettes Edward Parry shared with 
HORIZONS. 



ENVOY FOR SURVIVAL: 
HANS JANITSCHEK '54 

T he occasion: Collection, one 
Tuesday morning last October. 
An assortment of Haverford 

students, professors and staff gather 
in Stokes Auditorium. The speaker: 
the former general secretary of the 
Socialist International, the blanket 
group covering labor and socialist 
parties in non-Communist countries 
throughout the globe, an organiza-
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tion which now has 15 million mem
bers worldwide. What is called the 
"Second" Socialist International is a 
descendant of Marx's "First" Interna
tional of 1867. Now a consultant to 
the executive director of the United 
Nations Fund for Population Activi
ties and a trustee of Friends World 
College, Hans Janitschek addressed 
the audience on "The United Nations 

in the Shadow of Doom." 
Hans Janitschek is no stranger to 

Haverford. As a law student in Vienna 
he won a Fulbright fellowship to 
study in the United States. Told that 
he was to be sent to a top American 
school, he arrived eager to experi
ence student life at a large university. 
The school turned out to be Haver
ford-a bit of a shock for Janitschek, 
because a small Quaker college was 
by no means typical of the American 
university system. But Janitschek 
warmed to Haverford, founding an in
ternational students group at the Col
lege. (Of note: Hans was the lyricist 
for one of his alma mater's classic 
songs, "Forever Haverford.") 

After his year at Haverford, Hans 
Janitschek journeyed cross-country 
with a group of friends, wound up in 
California, and there, with $5 in his 
pocket, he began his own American 
odyssey. That summer he worked as 
everything from a newsboy hawking 
his wares on Hollywood Boulevard to 
a chauffeur to a laborer in a redwood 
logging camp. In a '51 Studebaker 
purchased for $45, Janitschek drove 
his way around the West Coast and 
back across the country. He spoke to 
Rotary Clubs along the way, finding 
an extra source of friendship and as
sistance as well as entertaining 
countless curious natives. (Janits
chek is responsible for one of Ro
tary's theme songs as well.) 

Motivated by curiosity and a de
sire to meet others, he has stepped 
from position to position in world af
fairs . After finishing his studies in 
Austria, he was a journalist and edi
tor for fifteen years, working for both 
Austrian newspapers and the United 
Press service. During this period he 
signed some of his anonymous arti
cles with the pen-name "Haverford." 

It was sheer chance that Janits
chek saw an advertisement for an as
sistant to the general secretary of the 
Socialist International. Little realizing 
how serious his entry into politics 
would eventually be, Janitschek 
packed up and moved to London to 
take the job. When the Secretary 
stepped down, Janitschek was elect
ed Secretary. 

That was in 1969. Janitschek 
stayed in the position for seven 
years, serving as the leading voice of 
the International during a time that 
saw not only change within the world 



(growing violence in the Middle East, 
for example) but change within the 
International itself. It was under Jan
itschek's tenure that the first African 
nation-Senegal-was admitted to 
the Socialist International, a change 
that gave hints of the shifting politi
cal interests of the globe. 

His years at the International were 
in some ways "a dream world," says 
Janitschek. To sit at the helm of an 
organization with members in high 
political positions in many of the 
most powerful non-Communist coun
tries (especially considering the 
strength of labor and socialist parties 
in almost every Western European 
nation) was a rather heady position 
for a thirty-five-year old. The Interna
tional sees itself as a sort of United 
Nations of the middle ground be
tween totalitarian extremes, and 
while its actions are generally limited 
to issuing policy statements, the 
large number of members who con
trol votes has worldwide signifi
cance. 

In 1976 Janitschek departed from 
his post at the Socialist International, 
leaving the organization with a 
changed structure that included a 
presidential post as well as a secre
tary general. Willy Brandt, the former 
chancellor of the German Federal Re
public who played a key role in East
West detente in Germany and won 
the 1971 Nobel Peace Prize, was 
elected president, a post he contin
ues to hold to this day. 

Janitschek moved on to the United 
Nations, where he has served in the 
capacity of consultant to several 
groups within the organization. Cur
rently he is involved with the U.N. 
Fund for Population Activities, the 
branch which organizes population 
control programs throughout the 
world. Prior to this work Janitschek 
was a consultant to the General As
sembly on the topic of communica
tions-a subject on which he has 
quite strong views. He has been ac
tive in trying to convince the U.N. to 
reach out to the population of the 
world by taking advantage of elec
tronic media and satellite technol
ogy. But the media, says Janitschek, 
"long ago lost interest in the United 
Nations. As an editor of the New York 
Times has said, 'The U.N. is not news 
fit to print.' " 

Janitschek addressed the issue of 

the future of the U.N. before his Hav
erford audience. After the Second 
World War, he recalled, the United 
Nations was founded with a sober 
and hopeful purpose: "to end all 
wars, to outlaw agression, to turn 
swords into plowshares and to herald 
an era of universal human rights." 
Today, the U.N., creation of faith in 
humankind, has become simply "an 
organization of governments for gov
ernments by governments." No long
er is the United Nations a source of 
idealism. It now "can only reflect 
what is, not what should be." In a glo
bal system of governments that sees 
fit to allot something like $150 for 
arms for each person on Earth, but 
only 10 cents per person to an orga
nization founded for world peace, 
Janitschek asked, can there be hope? 
The truth that there is "little or no 
control by the people," said Janits
chek, shows the "failure of the orga
nization to reflect the true wishes, 
desires, and fears of mankind." 

Despite his belief that "many peo
ple have just given up on the U.N.," 
Janitschek suggested one solution. If 
there is "a mandate from the people 
to change, then the initiative must 
come from the people-from the pro
verbial man on the street... As power
ful as some of the grassroots organi
zations are today," he said, "there is 
hardly any activity directed at the 
structure and performance of the 
United Nations." (In a discussion 
after the lecture, Janitschek suggest
ed that even Haverford could find a 
place at the U.N. A college could easi
ly resolve to have its own observing 
member at the U.N., for there is plen
ty of space for non-governmental in
stitutions at the world assembly.} 

Given what appears to be a dis
heartening lack of response among 
the peoples of the world amid threat 
of nuclear disaster, Janitschek closed 
his visit on a note of warning. A for
mer secretary-general of the United 
Nations once said "There is no room 
for feelings in international politics." 
Janitschek responded: "Isn't it time 
that we began talking of the interna
tional interests-the survival of man
kind? 

"My sad conclusion is (and I hope 
that you will challenge it) that the 
way things seem to stand today, the 
shadow of doom is here to stay. Life 
under the volcano will go on as usual 

and people ... will forget about horrors 
in the making. 

"For thousands and thousands of 
years we lived in fear of God the Al
mighty, who may or may not have ex
isted. Today we live in fear of death. 
Having created our own doomsday 
machine, some of us have assumed 
the role of Supreme Being. Having de
livered ourselves into its hands, let 
us hope that it will be as merciful as 
God has been. That should be our 
prayer every night." BJ.S. 

An Adventure 
After he completed his cross

country journey and the time came 
to return to Austria, Janitschek 
thought that he should bid adieu by 
notifying the appropriate authori
ties. For an event of such magni
tude, he decided his duty was to call 
the President of the United States. 
(This feeling of personal responsi
bility was nothing new for Janits
chek; as a Fulbright scholar he regu
larly corresponded with Senator 
Fulbright.) Dialing the number for 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Janits
chek stated his request. 

"Hello? This is Hans Janitschek. I 
am an Austrian exchange student 
who spent the last year studying in 
the United States. I am returning to 
my country soon, and I would like 
to say goodbye to the President." 

"One moment," said the voice of 
a patient secretary. A few moments 
later, the voice returned. ''I'm very 
sorry. President Eisenhower is out 
of town today. Would you like to 
speak to the First Lady?" 

"That would be fine," agreed Jan
itschek. 

"One moment, then," the voice 
said. After another wait, more news. 
"I'm so sorry. The First Lady is also 
out of town. Would you like to 
speak to the Vice President, per
haps? He's in his office at Congress. 
You can just go on over." 

Janitschek went to the chambers 
of the Vice President, walked 
through the outer office, poked his 
head in the door, and explained his 
mission. The Vice President-Rich
ard M. Nixon-received him quite 
graciously, recalls Janitschek. 
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TRACING THE MAZE OF MEMORY: 
DAVID OLTON '64 
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W hat part of the brain con
trols memory? Are all hu
man memory functions the 

same? How does a normal memory 
process work? What is the etiology of 
the kind of amnesia found in Alz
heimer's disease? How can psycho
logical research into the nature and 
function of memory be applied to po
tential medical therapies? 

These are the questions asked by 
David Olton '64, chairman of the de
partment of psychology at Johns 
Hopkins University, and a visiting 
lecturer, under the auspices of the 
William Pyle Philips fund, at Haver
ford last fall. The process of memory 
in the human brain is one that scien
tists are just beginning to under
stand, and current research involves 
work in both the medical and psy
chological fields. Speaking to a full 
auditorium in Stokes Hall, Olton ad
dressed these topics in a lecture enti
tled "Memory and Amnesia: Animal 
Models and Brain Function." 

As are most distinguished visitors, 
Olton was introduced to the audi
ence by the chairperson of the de
partment sponsoring the visit-in the 
psychology department, Professor 
Sidney Perloe. In this case, the event 
was a special treat for both men. 
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Twenty-two years ago, Olton, son of 
Robert M. Olton '30, was a student in 
the first introductory pyschology 
course that Perloe taught at Haver
ford. In ensuing semesters, Olton be
came a lab assistant in another of 
Perloe's courses, and conducted re
search under his direction. During 
the summer of 1963, Olton and class
mate Dave Yaffe received an NSF 
grant for a summer project with Pro
fessor Perloe. The results of their ex
periments, which focused on percep
tion and the development of 
stereotypes, were presented to the 
Pennsylvania Psychological Associ
ation where the paper won an award 
for undergraduate research. Olton 
went on to receive his Ph.D. at the 
University of Michigan (where Perloe 
had studied as well). It was at Michi
gan that he developed his interest in 
biological pyschology. (Olton jokes 
that he had stated his interests to the 
university admissions office as first, 
social pyschology and then, biologi
cal psychology. Someone looking at 
the form filed his records under the 
second category, and it is in this field 
that he has remained ever since.) 

His present research utilizes ani
mal models to analyze memory func
tion. His labs at Hopkins present a fa-

miliar scenari~white rats running 
in mazes. The battery of tests analyze 
the memory process of the rodents. 
But Olton also works closely with 
members of the medical faculty on 
the human memory process. How 
close are the memory functions of 
rats to those of humans? 

They are close enough to make re
search relevant to the study of hu
man memory. Human and rat brains 
have similarities that are proving to 
be significant in research on brain 
function. Although people have much 
larger brains than rodents, the basic 
organization of the brain is the same 
in both types of mammal. 

In the research that he described 
in his visit to Haverford, Olton ana
lyzed two basic types of memory 
function: reference memory and 
working memory. Reference memory 
holds certain information basic to all 
situations of a similar type, while 
working memory holds the informa
tion specific to a particular case. Ol
ton gave the example of a patient 
with Alzheimer's disease who hap
pened to be a golfer. On the links 
with his doctor, the patient obviously 
remembered all the rules of golf: the 
purpose of the game, which club to 
use in which situation, all the facets 
of the game which were true each 
time it was played. What the patient 
could not remember were the indi
vidual events of the game: where he 
had driven the ball or what his score 
was. Working memory rather than 
reference memory was impaired. 

Olton tests the two different types 
of memory in rats that are put 
through a series of mazes. Before 
having selected nerve centers da
maged, rats are taught to run a par
ticular type of maze. In the first part 
of the maze, there is always a dead 
end in one branch; the rat comes to 
hold this information in its reference 
memory. The second part of the 
maze changes from one trial to the 
next, so the task of choosing the cor
rect arm and finding the food at the 
end involves "working" memory. The 
evidence indicates that only the sec
ond type of memory is adversely af
fected in animal subjects with dam
age to the selected portion of the 
brain-a phenomenon which also 
seems to be true of patients with cer-



tain neurological diseases. Studies 
analyzing the pathology of human 
brains affected by Alzheimer's dis
ease show the disintegration of only 
certain parts of the brain; one of 
these parts corresponds to the one 
damaged in the animal model. 

Researchers must first understand 
the pathology of a problem before 
they can hope to solve it, and the dis
covery of the biological models of 
memory function in animals is a first 
step in answering the questions in
volved in possible treatment of neu
rological disorders such as Alz
heimer's disease. Some recent work 
on the issue of restoring memory 
function in laboratory animals, for 
example, has yielded surprising re
sults. Researchers have found that, 
following the transfer of brain cells to 
an animal with damaged neurological 
functions, some memory functions 
that had been destroyed can be re
stored. 

Olton terms this discovery a merg
ing of "science fiction" and "science 
fact." He had been taught to think 
that the brain was "a passive organ," 
for the common biological assump
tion has always been that, unlike oth
er parts of the body, nerve cells don't 
regenerate themselves. But the latest 
research on laboratory animals 
seems to indicate that nerve cells can 
be introduced into the brains of ani
mals and accepted by those animals. 
"If you had told me 20 years ago that 
you could get brain tissue from a for
eign animal to grow in another, I 
wouldn't have believed you," says Ol
ton. The procedure has not had com
plete success, but it seems that the 
brain does not have the same sort of 

Professor Sidney Perloe and Dr. David Olton '64 

immune reactions as the rest of the 
body. Brain cells might not be reject
ed by the immune system in the same 
sort of way as normal organ trans
plants may be, explained Olton. 

The futuristic culmination of these 
experiments-{)r what David Olton 
terms as "science fiction" that is not 
yet merged with "science fact"
could be a brand of what might be 
called, in simplified terms, "brain cell 
transplant." This is one of the ways, 
says Olton, that researchers are 
thinking about the presently incur
able Alzheimer's disease, currently 
the focus of a great deal of medical 
attention and research. 

Amid the controversy over the use 
of animals in laboratory testing, how 
does Olton respond to issues of ani
mal rights and welfare? It is a topic 
that he and his coworkers are sensi
tive to, as well as a subject he ad
dressed in his lecture to Haverford 
students and faculty. Sometimes the 
benefits of animal research to medi
cal and scientific advances make a 
compelling case to use the animals. 
In Olton's case, the research work 
could not be performed on human 
subjects. Yet Olton admits that "to 
say you must use animals doesn't 
mean that you have the right to use 
them." The answer to the debate over 
animal rights and welfare in scientific 
research ought to be a personal one 
made with care and thought, says Ol
ton. The work his lab is conducting 
has received more sympathy than 
criticism on this topic, because of the 
significance of the applications. 
Those white rats in mazes may hold a 
key to our understanding of the hu-
man brain. B.J.S. 



by Freddye Hill 

It is my pleasure to welcome you 
back to the College. Even though the 
temperature has dropped precipi
tously since you left in December, a 
great deal of warmth has been gener
ated by the excitement of seeing 
friends and by the excitement associ
ated with the opening of a new term. I 
can assure you that the Royal Cana
dian Express which greeted you on 
Sunday and Monday was not planned 
by the administration while you were 
away, because we concluded that 
one of the reasons why we had such a 
good fall term was the extraordinar
ily pleasant weather. In addition to 
the good weather, there are more im
portant reasons why the fall term was 
unusually good. 

First, during the first semester 
there was excitement and enthusi
asm that could be felt throughout the 
community, and that we hope will 
continue. Although the faculty has a 
national reputation for enthusiasm, 
there was a great deal more from my 
perspective. The student body was 
happier, and many of the ideals we 
value at Haverford were expressed in 
our day-to-day activities. 

The most important of these ex
pressions was the manner in which a 
major and persistent problem-the 
quality of social life-was addressed. 
Although there are still problems in 
this area, students, in my opinion, 
have begun to solve this issue in 
ways that certainly will have an im
pact on the overall quality of life at 
the College. More important is the 

48 HORIZONS I Winter 1985 

At Opening Collection for the second semester, 
January 22, 1985, new Dean of the College 
Freddye Hill addressed the community on 
student life. 

fact that many of the ideals and val
ues of Haverford-for example, sen
sitivity, involvement, responsibility, 
honesty, integrity, and a long list of 
other qualities which make Haver
ford unique-were the guiding 
threads in restructuring and revitaliz
ing the social life of the College. On 
behalf of my colleagues in the Office 
of the Dean and Student Services, I 
would like to extend a special thanks 
to all students who contributed to 
this dynamic process. 

Some might wonder why the dean 
of the College would single out im
provements in the quality of social 
life as one of the major accomplish
ments of last semester. A close ex
amination of the processes that led 
to these improvements reveals that 
they contributed to the growth of all 
students. We are experiencing the 
development of a new student cul
ture, one that is not centered around 
kegs or drugs, but one that is a com
munity expression of joy, happiness 
and hope. In the past, much of stu
dent social life was limited to suites 
and a few muggy basements. Now 
students enjoy the variety of large 
parties and live entertainment for the 
sake of having fun and not for the 
sake of drinking beer. There is a great 
deal more creativity in the planning 
and presentation of activities, all of 
which have added new dimensions to 
the quality of life at Haverford. 

Academically, fewer students had 
an average lower than 2.0 last semes
ter, and more students received 4.0's 
in all of their courses. Overall, there 
is more intellectual excitement out
side the classroom than I have seen 

in the past, which means that there is 
hope that the artificial separation be
tween classroom activities and other 
dimensions of life at Haverford is be
ing negated. This is certainly consis
tent with the Haverford philosophy of 
learning as a way of life and not as 
means to an end. 

There is concern that far too many 
students associate learning and aca
demic success with good grades and 
with meeting the admissions require
ments of graduate and professional 
schools. I hope we can find ways of 
stimulating intellectual curiosity to 
the extent that more students will se
lect courses because they are excited 
by the content and not by the fact 
that the modal grade is 3.3. I hope 
faculty advisers will challenge stu
dents to broaden their intellectual 
breadth beyond the superficial re
quirements of graduate or profes
sional schools or what may seem to 
be impressive on their transcripts. 

Finally, it is my hope that students 
will find ways of exploring Quakerism 
beyond rhetorical utterances, espe
cially when there is disagreement 
about a decision of an administrator 
or the faculty. We should be proud of 
Haverford's Quaker heritage; at the 
same time there is a need to fully un
derstand its origin and development 
for use in all aspects of our daily life 
and not only when there is disagree
ment over issues. 

Remember that the spirit of Haver
ford is not created of mortar; rather it 
is the creation of each and every 
member of this community, past and 
present, through our day-to-day ex
pressions of its traditions and values. 
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