


PERSPECTIVE 

Emeritus professor Howard Comfort '24 
writes about his father, William Wistar 
Comfort '94, who was president of Haver-
ford from 1971 to 1940. 

I
cannot recollect my father without 
recalling those uncomplicated days 
when the president could adequately 

administer Haverford before lunch time. 
My father's college day commenced 

with Collection at 8:15 followed by a 
perusal of the "Public Ledger" with due 
attention to the possible obituary of a 
prosperous alumnus. Then came dictation 
to Miss Jeffers in reply to the morning's 
mail which might include an application 
or two for admission. Eventually came his 
class in French-2 or French-4 at 10:30. 
(Thursdays at this hour there was Meet-
ing, "required" but not "compulsory.") 

From 11:30 to 12:45 there might be 
interviews with faculty (but the faculty, 
and hence the interviews, were limited in 
number and brief) or other miscellaneous 
business transacted with Oscar Chase 
(also '94) via the dumb waiter down to 
the registrar's office, now admissions 

office annex, or if leg-work was needed, 
through the ageless "Cap" Harris. 

And that was it. 
Afternoons went into a short nap or 

preparing for the next French class until 
about 4 p.m., when he would tour the 
athletic fields where he once peremp-
torily hauled one of my profane class-
mates out of football practice and told 
him to clean up his language or buy a 
ticket home. Sometimes he would take 
off his coat and bowl a few in the cricket 
nets. I suppose he managed to get 
through the work so efficiently because 
he knew in advance what the answers 
were going to be. I remember two faculty 
meetings at which there was, literally, no 
business; we met, adjournment was 
moved (no Quakeroid "consensus" in 
those days!) and we went out to have the 
faculty picture taken! 

But despite the apparent nonchalance 
all this implies, the college ran, and ran 
well. And there was no doubt about who 
was running it. In retrospect, I should say 
that in spite of virtually no cameraderie 
between faculty and students at all, the 
administration, faculty and students were 
a community in fact rather than in 
wishful cliché. With Dean "Fritz" Palmer, 
Rufus Jones, "Dolly" Barrett, F(x) Reid, 

Lee Rittenhouse, Henry Pratt, Frank 
Watson, Oscar and the rest of the team, 

how could it be otherwise? 

There was no college telephone switch-
board during his administration. He 
didn't really trust anything mechanical. 
Horses and bicycles he understood, but  

he never owned a car. And by perhaps 
more than sheer coincidence, neither did 
the other eponyms of our most recent 
dormitories: F.B. Gummere, Rufus Jones 

or Bill Lunt. 
He didn't consider 20th century writ-

ing as literature in French, English or any 
other language. Yet his openness to new 
ideas and changing times often surprised 
me. Otherwise he could hardly have stood 
his job. He had more faith in youth than 

was often apparent from his utterances; 
despite the disillusionments with which 
students of the 1920's faced him, he 
couldn't wholly despair. As he once said 
in Collection, "Your parents, your teach-
ers, and your clergy have all given up on 
you, and now we are expected to do 
something with you." What did he intend 

to do? 
His values were those of Germantown 

Quakerism, Penn Charter School and 
Haverford in the '80's and '90's. Through 
his fa ther ('70) and a spate of uncles he 
was Haverford all the way. The title of his 
unpublished autobiography is "Quaker 
Teacher," and that is how he visualized 
himself, with equal emphasis on both 
components. For him a teacher (not 
"educator," God save us!) should be a 
personality dedicated to the improvement 
of youth through the twin media of a 
liberating discipline and inspiring persOnal 
example. This comes pretty close to the 
in loco parentis theory which is now in 
poor odor, but it had (and still has) its 
points. He had his own ideas about which 
disciplines were liberating and which 
weren't, and about what behavior was 
acceptable and what wasn't. 

Those who knew him sometimes won-
der now to me "what Uncle Billy would 
say to" this-or-that aspect of student (or 
faculty) evolution of the last decades. 

He had no use for hard liquor or its 
addicts, but he followed local customs 
and once remarked on a European vaca-
tion that college presidents should be an 
"example for nine months and a warning 
for three." A mild warning, be it said. 
Nor had he any use for cigarettes, though 
he was a consistent pipe-smoker. In 
another Collection he unloaded his full 
sarcasm on the contemporary fashion of 
nicotine-staining one's index finger a deep 
mahogany. Nor had he any sympathy 
with, or recourse to, public or private 
blasphemy or obscenity or indecent anec-
dotes. He needed no such recourse 
himself. 

He was much in demand as a public 

speaker. His audiences, like his classes, 
rightly thought that they would be 
amused by his extemporized turns of 
felicitous phrase and the mot juste, at 
which he was a master; but the values  

mentioned above were always in the 
foreground, and audiences found his 
"Appeal to Ancestry" and to other re-
minders of traditional values thought-
provoking even if they might not incor-
porate the message into their own lives. 
In an address to the Engineers Club of 
Philadelphia he asked the question "Can 
We Bear Silence?" which was widely 
reprinted. 

In a lighter vein, he delighted the I 
predominantly Republican commence- 
ment audience in 1940, his last, by 
observing that there were "some people . 
who krrew when it was time to let 
someone else take over." 

Alumni of 1918-1940 will remember 
him for his Collection talks four times 
weekly until, at some point, he either felt -
that he had run out of stearrjr else that 
he ought to share the Roberts Hall 
podium with some colleagues like Henry 
Pratt on talking dogs and horses, Bill 
Reitzel on the South Seas typhoon he 
had survived, "Pete" Lockwood on the 
liberalizing potentialities of the library, 
and "Pop" Haddleton whose talk began, 
"Well, fellows, the other day I read a 
book ... " and the remainder was lost in 
ovation. 

Other alumni will remember his 
French-2 descriptions of King Arthur's 
court as "like Boston, not so much a 
place as a state of mind," or of the reign 
of Louis XVIII as "really only a gentle 
shower." 

And many will also recall his capacity 
for identifying the point at issue and 
coming straight to it without any "mean-
ingful dialogue"; witness the time he told 
an alumni dinner that "it doesn't make 
one iota of difference to Haverford 
College's standing whether we win any 
individual athletic contest or not." Com-
ing after a humiliating shellacking by 
Swarthmore's football team (and he felt 
as keenly as did anyone else about 
Swarthmore's 	alumni-dominated 
athletics), those were forthright words. 

I suppose that he thought out his 
informal talks in advance, but they were 
delivered without manuscript or notes. 
Too bad Miss Jeffers didn't sit in the 
gallery of Roberts and take some of the 
Collection homilies down. They could still 
speak to our condition. Still less were his 
major speeches ever ghosted. His 
speeches, like his running of the college, 
were his own, and not someone else's. 

He had a wide fund of anecdotes for 
public and family use. Many of these 
were of a Negro cast comfortable to the 
Uncle Tomism of his youth, with which 
he empathized, but his favorites were 
Quaker stories of ridiculous situations he 
had witnessed or heard related. For in- 
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stance, the one of the minister who 
rectified an important omission in his 
message to the Meeting by appearing in 
supplication, "Oh Lord, Thou knowest 
that hay for the visiting Friends' horses is 
in the left-hand loft over the carriage 
sheds." And many others, like, "No more 
of the (brandied) peaches, thank thee, 
but I will have a little more of that 
delicious sauce." 

He assured the gathering at the centen-
ary celebration in a tent on Barclay Beach 
that "Haverford is not going off the gold 
standard," as the country had just done 
in 1933. The night before that gathering 
he gave his briefest speech to a Haverford 
audience, before whom he was always at 
his best. A succession of overly long 
predecessors had euchred him out of his 
prepared remarks aimed at a major fund-
raising effort (foredoomed at best by the 
Great Depression). But by 11:15 p.m. his 
audience was clearly lost; he scrapped the 
whole thing, shot a caustic jab at us 
younger alumni "for whom he realized 
the evening was only beginning," and 
extemporized the rest off fast with a 
couple of sentences which, in my con-
sidered opinion nearly 40 years later, 
were his finest and most memorable. 

He could also write multum in parvo. 
A colleague told me that he accepted his 
appointment to the faculty in reply to a 
two-line letter into which my father had 
packed all the essentials. (I suppose a 
couple of reflections are inevitable: the 
president did his own appointing, and 
there were fewer "essentials" to spell 
out.) 

He was not merely facile with English, 
French, Italian and Spanish classics (he 
could handle German, but he thought it 
was kind of comic), but he had a special 
acquaintance with the Scriptures, Old and 
New. This was partly Germantown heri-
tage, but was also underpinned by my 
mother's tradition which, like his own, 
prescribed family morning prayers for all 
-th children and any overnight guests too; 
also, of course, by the tradition of Collec-
tion which he inherited from "Uncle Ike" 

Sharpless. In his last years he appre-
hended loss of memory. To.- counteract 
this he was learning, or relearning, the 
Psalms by heart. 

It was characteristic that his Bible 
should have been open before him as he 
was awaiting breakfast when his heart 
failed him for the last time. I am reminded 
of Malcolm's 

Nothing in his life 

Became him like the leaving of it; he 
died 

As one that had been studied in his 
death.  
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Editor: William F. Balthaser 

Haverford College Publication, Vol. 69, No. 3, May, 1971. 

Issued six times a year — Jan., Feb., May, Aug., Sept. and Dec. -

by Haverford College, Haverford, Pa. 19041. Entered as second-
class matter and postage paid at Haverford, Pa. 

This 1883 engraving by E. 
Rogers shows the then six-

year-old Barclay Hall. In this 

issue, the article starting on 

page 10 describes results of 

the just-completed renovation 

of Barclay. 

3 



Coleman and Brenner 

Haverford: 
iww--zotd 

p 

I n the last days before the 1971 commencement, four seniors chat 
 with Haverford president John Coleman about their soon-to-end 
Haverford experience. What were the elations, the disappointments? 
How has the college changed? How did these seniors themselves 
change? Their discussion provides a keen cross section of current 
student thinking. 

Douglas R. Brenner, from Chester 
Springs, Pa., was an English major. He 

spent his junior year at the University of 

Edinburgh and will return to Great 
Britain this fall studying the history of art 

at King's College, Cambridge, for two 
years under a Keasbey scholarship. 

Peter D. Goldberger was editor-in-chief 

of the "Bryn Mawr-Haverford College 

News." A philosophy major, he was 

known on campus for his strong interest 

in social concerns. He lives in Tenafly, 
N.J. 

Duncan S. MacLean, a religion major, 

was recognized as one of Haverford's 

conservative voices. He worked part-time 

in the college's development office, he 

sang in the barbershop quartet, and he's 

from Alexandria, Va. 

Michael K. McLemore, from Atlanta, 

Ga., a political science major, was active 
in student affairs. He served on the 

Students' Council and was a student 
representative to Haverford's board of 
managers for two years. 

John Coleman opens the discussion 

with these words: All of us sitting at this 

table came to Haverford at the same time, 

1967. It seems to me that these past four 
years have been a period of tremendous 

turmoil in education and to some extent 
at Haverford. I wonder if they strike you 

the same way. 

Brenner. Somehow I really haven't 

been that wrapped up in politics myself, 

and I was away last year so I missed the 

climax of the turmoil of the last few 

years. There seems to have been all sorts 

of social change going on and political 



change too. But somehow my life at 

Haverford has really been pretty even all 

along. 

Coleman. It's interesting that you've 

thought of turbulence only in terms of 

outside political events and our involve-

ment in them. 

Goldberger. I'm not sure when I think 

back whether he turbulence wasn't just 
the turbulence of growing up and would 
have happened over any four years in any 
college. Maybe it's only our own ego-
centrism that makes us think that our 
years at college were the turbulent years 
for the world instead of just the turbulent 

years in our own maturing process. 
Coleman. What about turbulence in 

education — academics? 

McLemore. The year before we got 

here, Haverford did away with parietals 

and decided not to report grades from 
freshman and sophomore transcripts. The 

first year we were here, they decided on 
having a fine arts department. I haven't 

seen those same kinds of educational 

changes going on in the last couple of 

years. And although it is impossible to 

measure, I sensed more disorientation in 

the student body back then. There was 

much more genuine anger about the war. 

People are still angry and upset, but not 

on the same emotional level they were 

then. 

MacLean. I've observed a change in the 

way education's done here. I think it's 
different now. Mike mentioned the fine 

arts department. I'd say that probably 
there's also more emphasis on the indi-

vidual projects now. And there's a phil-
osophical problem. I don't know if I'd 

call it turbulence, but I think there's a 
certain amount of confusion concerning 

i what educat ion is really all about. I see it 

as a tension between education as di-

rected to the growing up of the individ-

ual, versus sort of a technical education, 
education in the techniques of scholar-

ship. 

Coleman. Let me ask all of you to 

reminisce with me for a moment. Can 

you reconstruct your educational goals 

when you came here? Do you know what 

it was you thought you were going to get 

out of this place educationally? 

Goldberger. Well, I had the same 

career goal that I still do; that is going 

into law. I knew that the prerequisite of 

going into law was law school and in turn  

a prerequisite to law school was a bache-
lor's degree. A simple getting-a-bachelor's 

-degree goal was part of it, and so I was 

different from a student who might have 

come here to develop scholarship in a 
discipline like political science or 
philosophy. 

Coleman. Could we have met your 
needs, Peter, if we had given you a B.A. 
the day you came in? 

Goldberger. No, that was only part of 
it. There was also the opportunity to be 

in an intellectual community full of 
people that I expected to find (and did, 

in fact, find) very stimulating and ex-

citing to be around. A community where 

I could live pretty much on my own, 

away from parents, away, in a large 

extent, from responsibilities of having to 

make a living. A place where I could 

concentrate on following my own pattern 

of growing up. 

MacLean. I remember rebelling very 

much against the idea of having to major 

in something. I sort of looked on college 

as an educational smorgasbord. I wanted 

to come in and just sort of taste every-
thing. I found it very pleasant to come 

into contact with new ideas and new 

techniques although at the same time I 

remember thinking of college — these 

were usually on nights that I had to stay 

up all night writing my English papers -

thinking of college as an initiation rite, 
sort of a period of agony that one had to 
go through to be inducted into society. 

Brenner. I had no idea what I wanted; 
I thought I was going to be condemned to 

be a dilettante the rest of my life except 

that I didn't have the money to do it. 

(Laughter) On the other hand, I had a 
strong sense that I had to go to college 

because my life seemed like a linear 

stream; I was stuck in it and I just had to 

follow the channel if I wanted to go 

ahead. 

Coleman. Mike, what about your sense 

of purpose when you came? 

McLemore. I wanted to go to an 

academically excellent northern college. I 

came here willing to accept whatever had 

gone on before on the basis, that if it was 

good enough before, it would be good 

enough for me. Now I think I question a 

lot of assumptions that I accepted earlier. 

Coleman. What did you want your 

education for? Just to say that you had 

an academically excellent education and  

so you could go back to Atlanta and hold 
your head up to your classmates who 
went to Davidson and the rest of them? 

McLemore. Partly that, and on the 
other hand I knew I was missing some-

thing. To find it, I had to get out of what 
for me would have been the cushioned 

atmosphere of a southern college. I didn't 

really know what Haverford was. I didn't 

visit here. I knew it would be different. 

From some really strange and unreliable 

reports I had in high school, I decided 

that I should give this place a try. I really 

sort of stepped into a complete unknown. 

Coleman. Do you have a sense of 

purpose now about yourselves educa-

tionally? Duncan, do you? 

MacLean. Well, when I came I had the 

same faith in the process of education 

that Mike mentioned. I sort of felt that it 

couldn't be all bad because people had 

been doing it for so long and it must be 

meaningful. And I really have the feeling 

that my faith was not unfounded. It's 

come through. I think that I now have 

more of a feeling for what really matters, 

sort of a perspective on things, and I have 
made a career decision. It's funny; I've 
been a religion major here. If you had 
asked in my senior year of high school 

what my major would have been, I would 
have said anything but that. 

Coleman. What does this suggest in 

career terms? 

MacLean. Medical school. Medicine. 
(Laughter) 

Coleman. Peter, you spoke of your 

sense of purpose; is it the same now as 

when you came? 

Goldberger. Well, I've heard little bits 
here about a lot of other things — things 

I'd like to learn about but that I just 

never took in courses. I think I only 

discovered late in my college time, too 

late in my schedule to do anything about 

it, that I wanted to learn some history. 
Now, out of college, I'm going to have to 

go back to study on my own. I've 

discovered novels that I want to read, 

great books that I should read, that 

everybody should have read and I never 

read. I have another year or two of what 

should be college education in curricular 

terms still to do. 
Brenner. I feel that same hunger, and I 

imagine I'll never lose it. Haverford has 
been sort of an appetizer in a lot of 
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different areas. I can see it being a 

lifelong thing of always finding more that 
I want to learn. It's just the idea of 
learning — just learning in itself without 

any practical purpose in mind. In some 
ways I still don't really have a terribly 

practical or definite career goal in mind. I 

could go into teaching after I finish at 
Cambridge, but I'm not really sure that's 
what I want to do. In a way I'm fortunate 

that I've got the chance to spend a couple 

of years still testing things. 

McLemore. I came here wanting to be 

a lawyer and I'm leaving here wanting to 

be a lawyer. I think that the noticeable 

thing about Haverford is that in the 

meantime I've wanted to be just about 

everything else — at different times. 

Actually I think one of the major things 
about being in this place is that it takes 

fairly strong-willed, ambitious, intelligent, 

competitive people. They leave being 

fairly strong-willed, ambitious, intelligent, 

competitive people; but somewhere at 
Haverford they've had a rather serious 
shaking up and personal reappraisal. At 
least I feel it happened to me, and I think 
that it happened to a lot of my class-
mates. I think that it is one of the 
strengths of Haverford education is that a 

man leaves having gone through rigorous 

reappraisal. But I think that while that is 
going on it can be awfully rough on the 

guy. 
Coleman. During that shaking-up 

process, Mike, did you see the environ-

ment as being too supportive, not sup-

portive enough, or just about right? 

McLemore. I never saw it as being 

parentally nosey or anything. So far as 

friendships went — people one could turn 

to and talk with — it was supportive. 

There were plenty of people to talk with, 

plenty of other people with your same 

problem but not someone who had al-

ready worked your problem out. 

Coleman. I want to ask you when 

Haverford most elated you. Then, when 

we've kicked that around, the inevitable 

question: when did it most depress you? 
Peter, do you have a time that immedi-

ately comes to mind? 

Goldberger. It's hard to separate 

Haverford from things that happened 
when I was at Haverford. The two things 
that come to my mind right away 

happened to me at Haverford, but they 
aren't Haverford things. One is the 

"News," knowing that I've done a good 

issue editing the "News," or written a 
good story and gotten it right. That elates 

me. That's the one thing, and the other 

thing is forming a really good friendship 

either in the case of falling in love or 

making a really good friend. Those are 

the two things that pop into my mind 

right away, to be honest. 

Coleman. But the college, though. 

Goldberger. I've been elated by some 

joyful intellectual experiences in classes. 

That comes to my mind when I think of 
college elations. 

MacLean. I guess I would say that I 

was elated by my introductory religion 

course, and I'm still feeling elation at the 

way they approach the subject. 

Coleman: What year was that? 
MacLean. That was the second half of 

my sophomore year. It was just a com-
plete revelation to me seeing the ways 
one could approach religion — seeing just 
the philosophy of it, the sociology of it. 

All the ways in which religion really was 
something, not just a bunch of, what 

would you say, myths, or fears, or irra-

tional beliefs. It's still a fascinating thing 
to me. 

Brenner. I came from a small school 

where human potential was limited, and 

there was some sort of elation when I 

came here just fo find all these fascinating 

people. The sense that wherever you went 

there was a sort of excitement that was at 

least possible even if it didn't happen. 

There were a few friendships that really 

have been — I don't know about elating -

but very, very gratifying and fulfilling. As 

far as classes go, now and then there is a 

glimmer, a sort of excitement. And there 

have been a couple of papers I can 
remember writing — even though they 

were maybe some of the most agonizing 
experiences I went through — when I 
really felt that I was creating something. 

That's happened a couple of times. I 

consider myself very fortunate in that. I 

think some of the papers I've written 

have been really some of the most ex-
citing things. 

McLemore. My greatest elation I guess 

was — thire were two — when I was 

parliamentarian in a student council dis-

pute in the freshman year, and when I fell 

deeply in love in my junior year. Then 

MacLean: "A lot of the activism and involve-
ment here is a naive sort ... I don't think that 
people have fully understood the complexity of 
what's involved ... (They) have really 
wanted certain simple solutions to problems 
which are just as infinite and complex as 
humanity itself." 

my greatest disappointments. One dis• 
appointment was the attitude among a lot 
of people here that they didn't want to 

confront an issue like coeducation that 

would give them inconvenience or 

trouble. These are people who on so 

many other scores are respected and who 

confront some problems very deeply. 

Coleman. Do others of you want to 

pick up that same theme? 

Goldberger. I would absolutely agree 

with Mike; that was my number one 

disappointment. 
Coleman. Say it your way, Peter. 

Goldberger. I was most depressed 

when I most acutely felt the inertia of the 
mass of Haverford's students — their 

6 



unwillingness to confront issues that I 

thought they should be excited about. 

That happened again and again on a 
variety of issues. It's happened about the 

war right along; I didn't think that 
students were seriously enough concerned 

about the war in Vietnam. I'm sure that a 

vast majority of people here say they're 
against the war, but very few of them in 

my view understand why the war is so 

terrible. They're going to have happen to 

them, and I don't think there is any way 

to block it, exactly what happened to the 

student radical movement in the 1930's. 

Back then, they all drifted over slowly 

into being exactly the parent-aged people 

we now find sometimes most difficult to 

reach. I know that's going to happen to 
my generation. It depresses the hell out 
of me. I see it happening already. I see it 
more this year than ever before. 

Coleman. You started that by saying 

that this was on a variety of issues. Does 

that variety also include being depressed 
about student apathy over educational 
issues? 

Goldberger. Yes, absolutely. I don't 

think that students have been willing to 
offer any effort in making their educa-

tions better. About half the students here 

are not getting the education that is best 

suited to them, and they know it. That is, 

about half would get more from Haver-

ford if they didn't major in an academic 

discipline within a set curriculum. They 

would do better with something different 

from that, either something involving 

moe work-study courses or perhaps a 

more broadly based major. But they 

won't do it because they find the path of 

least resistance is just to crank out the 

papers, choose a major they can get along 
with easily and just follow through until 

they graduate. 

McLemore. Besides apathy in action, 

there's also apathy in understanding. This 

is the apathy of not caring to understand 

what's going on even before you get to 

the action stage. 
Coleman. Duncan, how do you react 

to this conversation? 
MacLean. Well, I've been depressed at  

personal things, just sort of growing-up 
things like realizing I'm a fallible human 

being, that I have certain limitations. It's 

been more that than about the politics 

and involvement that Mike and Peter 

were talking about. I'm, to some degree, 

probably one of the people they were 

talking about. I have not been a political 

activist, and I've not been a social re-

former. I'm one of the people who sits 

back and sees value in what there is; I 

take a situation and make the best of it. 

For instance, I wouldn't say that I had 

not thought about the war. I don't see 

how anybody could have avoided 

thinking about it. I've been confronted a 

number of times by it. I've had to tell 

people what I thought. What I thought is 
that a lot of the activism and — quote -

involvement here is a naive sort of in-
volvement. I don't think that people have 

fully understood the complexity of 
what's involved and have really — child-

ishly almost — wanted certain simple 
solutions to problems which are just as 
infinite and complex as humanity itself. I 

think there is no simple solution to the 
war in Vietnam. I have really been put off 
by most simple solutions that are pro-

posed. Maybe this is a genuine lack of 

understanding on my part. 
Coleman. Doug, how do you react? 
Brenner. Naturally, everyone going 

through adolescence goes through some 

of the most depressed states in their 

younger life, and I haven't been immune 

to that. Maybe I have a touch of the 

cynic about me or maybe a sort of 

obliviousness, I don't know. I never really 

expected all that much from groups; I 

never looked to groups for the answers. 
In fact, 1 have always been a little put off 

by the sense of a mass movement, the 

idea of being pulled along in a crowd. A 
lot of the time I felt a suspicion, of what 

seemed to me the almost naive sort of 

blind following that a lot of people seem 

to go through — people wanting simple 
answers. Then again, of course, I had a lot 

to worry about with studies. I felt I had 

to turn off some parts of the rest of life 
and narrow my focus a bit from the rest  

of the world. Now I'm not quite so sure 

that's quite so justifiable as I thought it 
was a while ago when I first came. 

Coleman. Do any of you seriously 
believe that the quality of your life and 
the quality of your education might have 

been substantially different had there 

been no Vietnam war while you were 
here? 

McLemore. The quality of my life 

right now might be substantially differ. 

ent, because I sense in myself and other 

people in our class a feeling of fore-

boding, that no matter what happens, it's 

not going to be good. I sense just the 

slimmest of chances that if the war ended 

now, we'd go back to a tranquil pros-

perous economic and political climate. I 

feel a great sense of fear, economically or 

politically or both, about the future. It 

seems that we've passed a point of no 

return. I don't know if this explains why 

a lot of people are now reconsidering the 

whole idea of continuing in school. For 

me the idea of pursuing a professional 
career right now is almost foolhardy, 

because I have a great deal of hesitancy 
about what's going to happen in the next 
two, three, five years. 

MacLean. I have moments of feeling 

that way. But I've really just had to make 

the decision that one can keep func-
tioning and be concerned and do what 

one can. I guess what I'm getting at is 

that I feel, first of all, there is no need for 

me to stop functioning yet. I still think 

that there is a system I can fit into. I 

really steer away from feeling the whole 

country and the whole world have just 

gone to pot. One thing I should say is 

that I've been very impressed at Haver-
ford by sort of the pervading influence of 

the Quaker conscience here. It's made 

quite an impression on me — more than, 

say, the popular radicalism has affected 

me. 

Coleman. How do you see this Quaker 
conscience made manifest? 

MacLean. Well again I guess it's 
certainly connected with the war. I have 
seen people who genuinely were pacifists 
and had a very deep and sincere feeling 



for the — what would you say — for the 

infinite value of the human life. I've also 

seen it in the feeling of integrity that 

comes across in the honor system, partic-

ularly the academic honor system, al-

though I think in recent years that has 

been played down. My freshman year, all 

of us freshmen were gathered into a 

group, and some very respected members 

of the upper classes told us what the 

system was. This happened a number of 

times during the year, one time before 

exam period. It was a very dramatic and 

serious thing; whereas recently I know 

that the freshmen do meet and are told 

the rules and regulations, but it doesn't 

seem to be as-potent an experience as it 

was in my freshman year. 

McLemore: Maybe because of our Quaker 
heritage here, I personally have felt terribly 
acute aspirations and expectations of Haver-
ford. Expectations of openness, honesty, integ-
rity, truth, confrontation. So my dark hours 
and my disappointments here are probably 
more acute than they might be at other places. 

Goldberger. May I get back to the 

war? 

Coleman. Yes. 

Goldberger. I'd like to say something 

about the impact of the war that wasn't 

said before. I don't know whether I agree 

with Mike about passing the point of no 

return. I don't know whether I char-

acterize the popular liberal beliefs as, 

indeed, "popular radicalism." But I do 

know it is my feeling that the war has 

turned a lot of students into — and I'm  

talking now about the so-called activists 

and the so-called apathists both — turned 

them into skeptics. Even beyond 

skeptics: disdainers of authority. I trace 
that to the war, to the manifest duplicity, 

the evil of the highest authority of 

government in perpetrating the war. This 

has extended into the youth culture and 

been a major contributor to the youth 

culture which defines itself against auth-

ority figures. And it's related to students 

— involved and not involved, both — who 

affect the long-hair styles, who have 

untraditional sexual morality, who use 

it legardrugs. 

Coleman. I find students challenging 

faculty and administration in new ways. 

Some of them seem to be saying, "We 

don't really trust you," which I equate 

with attributing bad motives to us. And 

I'm wondering if that is a carry-over from 

experience relating to Vietnam. 

MacLean. I think Vietnam is one thing 

among several. I think that possibly there 

is a causal relationship between Vietnam 

and the distrust of authority. But more 

basically, I think we're really losing the 

symbols of our culture. God is dead. 

Brenner. Vietnam is more or less the 

hook on which we can hang our concern 

for all the different kinds of change we 

sense. There's a feeling that things are 

crumbling all around us. There's a sort of 

flux in everything. It makes people feel 

distrust — not just of the political leaders, 

but in a sense -also of the family system, 

religious system, sexual codes and all 

those different systems that up until 

recently were accepted. At least until 

recently people kept up the facade. But 

when one facade starts to crumble, you 

wonder about what's going on behind all 

the other facades. So one thing like 

Vietnam becomes symbolic of the disinte-

gration you suspect in all the other areas. 

McLemore. We were raised in a rather 

comfortable decade, I think. In the 50's 

there was the Mickey Mouse Club and all. 

We were probably instilled with some 

fairly idealistic values. Our generation saw 

the beginning of the civil rights move-

ment. We saw a time when young people  

were just becoming interested in national 

affairs. I think it's been awfully hard to 

take that kind of early-60's, late-50's 

idealism and then throw it into Vietnam 

where one's most idealistic concepts are 

crushed.—Maybe because of our Quaker 

heritage here, I personally have felt 

terribly acute aspirations and expecta-

tions of Haverford. Expectations of open-

ness, honesty, integrity, truth, confrcrnta. 

tion. So my dark hoursi-and my 

disappointments-here are proably mure 

acute than they might be at other places. 

I think Haverfordians can become cynical 

easily because their aspirations are so 

high. 
Coleman. Do you have advice to offer 

incoming freshmen, some things you 

wished someone had said to you about 

how to get the most out of this place? 

McLemore. I think that someone 

should attempt to prepare people for the 

shaking-up and disorientation process 

here. Freshmen should at least be fore-

warned that they're going to have some 

rough sledding. They have to question a 

lot of values they've very complacently 

accepted. I don't think that they should 

be disheartened, but I think with a little 

warning the incoming student might hold 

on to a few more of the things that are 

worthwhile. It has been a disappointment 

to see some of my fellows lose things 

they should have retained. 

Coleman. Duncan? 

MacLean. I'm just thinking in terms of 

how I might have gotten more out of 

Haverford academically. I think that I 

could have gotten more if I had lost 

myself in a discipline earlier. I think I 

mentioned before that I sort of steered 

away from settling down into something. 

In fact, one of the reasons I chose religion 

was precisely because it seemed to me to 

be less of a narrow or technical field. To a 

great extent, the joy I've gotten here has 

come with the hard work that one puts 

into getting hold of a discipline. 

Goldberger. I guess I would encourage 

an incoming freshman to show aggression 

in getting out of Haverford those things 

he knows are there. To seek out faculty 
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he finds interesting and to talk to them. 

Because the touted availability of the 
faculty is there only when you go after 
them and pin them down. And there's a 
social aspect too — to seek out people, 
men and women, especially at Bryn 
Mawr. I think Bryn Mawr, as a source of 
interesting people, is under utilized by 
Haverford students. They don't make 
women-friends. They should. 

Coleman. What about advice for the 

faculty? Do you have some? — I realize 

the faculty covers a lot of individuals or 

varieties. 

MacLean. I think what I would ask the 

faculty to do is to convince people to get 

the basic skills needed for scholarship. 
McLemore. I would say they should be 

less uptight. Some faculty members, once 

they give a student a certain grade and 

make a tentative judgement about that 

student, are scared of changing that 
judgement for fear it might reflect on 

themselves. 

Brenner. I would advise the faculty 
members to assert themselves more, too. I 
think in some ways some faculty 

members are afraid of students. Some-
times the teachers almost sit back and 

just let students take over entirely. Even 
though I wouldn't want someone lec-
turing to me all the time, now and then 
it's really a valuable experience to just 

listen to someone who has been through a 
lot more than you have. 

Coleman. Now, I open the flood gates 
on one last question — you're just dying 
tp get in here, Mike — do you have advice 
for the president? 

McLemore. Well, it involves what Peter 

was talking about in tenaciousness. I 
think someone should be tenacious with 

you and the faculty. In a small place 
where you get feedback very quickly if 

you open your mouth, the tendency is to 
keep your mouth shut. I think the 

students should be tenacious in going to 
you and commenting on what you've 

done — favorably or unfavorably. And 
going to a professor and telling him what 

he's doing right and wrong. In the long 

run it's the only way the college will ever  

really amount to much. It's my personal 
view that you as president would really 

dry up and hate the place if people 
didn't give you hell now and then. I think 
you have strong expectations of how you 
would like that hell rendered. You have 
strong feelings about what's appropriate 
criticism and inappropriate criticism. But 

even if it's all inappropriate criticism, 
you'd rather have it, because you would 
dry up if people didn't challenge you. 

Coleman. I have no quarrel with that 
at all. Duncan? 

MacLean. On the other hand. 

(Laughter) On the other hand, I think 

that there are some decisions that a lot of 
people here don't feel it's their business 
to be involved in. Things that are cer-
tainly important but for which one can't 
do enough ground work to make a good 
suggestion. What I'm getting at is that a 
lot of the decisions are yours. But some-
times I felt that you wanted to be the, 

sort of, clerk of the meeting, to stand up 
and utter the consensus rather than being 

the true decision-maker. I do feel that 
certain strong decisions have to be made 

by you and then everybody can react, 

rather than trying to get people's opin-

ions first. 

Coleman. I wish we had a lot of time 

to discuss that. 

McLemore. You are a senior, too. You 
are in our class. Certainly you have 
something to propose. 

Coleman. Just the feeling that here 

your work at Haverford is done now. 

Mine has just begun. I've already started 

to regret those words about staying here a 

maximum of ten years, but I know I have 

to live with them. I'm struck with a lot of 
the things you've said. There are many 

places where my thoughts are parallel to 

yours and many places where they are 
not in parallel at all. My emotions have 
been a little different from yours, al-
though they have had a parallel theme. 

I've been most depressed when the 
very high ideals we've set around here just 
seem to be ignored. You put that in terms 
of participation in getting over one's 

Goldberger: Maybe it's only our own egocen-
trism that makes us think that our years at 
college were the turbulent years for the world 
instead of just the turbulent years in our own 
maturing process. 

apathy. I put it more in terms of this 
failing to talk straight to one another. 

This is why I can be so sympathetic with 

your point, Mike, and yet realize at the 

same time that the very way I respond to 

people who do talk straight may turn 

them off so that they don't talk straight. 

Things that ought to be talked about 

here, that should be re-examined often, 

don't get re-examined. We can be cruel to 

one another. We can also be excessively 

kind to one another to the point where 
we don't want to bring these things out. 

We try to gloss over them. As you've 
noted earlier, our aspirations are high 

indeed at Haverford. But that may be 

because this is one college that can't 
afford anything less than high 
expectations. 

9 



10 

The New 132karclay 

Barclay was originally built in 1876 at a cost of $82,000. Renovation cost $615,000, about half the price of building a new dorm. I 
This photo dates to around 1904. 

L arry Phillips will be a senior at Haver-

ford next fall. He's also president of 

Haverford's Students' Council, elected 

last March. 

Shortly before those council elections, 

Larry did something that would have 

been considered a sure sign of eccen-

tricity a year earlier. Larry requested—

and received—permission to move out of 

one of Haverford's newest and most 

gracious dorms, Jones Hall, and into one 

of the college's oldest, Barclay Hall. 

A year earlier, Barclay had been 

described by some on campus including 

dean of students James Lyons as "un-

pleasant," "depressing" and even unsafe. 

Others didn't word it so strongly, but all 

agreed that the old place wasn't up to 

snuff. 

Suddenly, in 1971 though, Barclay 

became the most popular dorm on cam-

pus. 

Students' standards hadn't changed, 

but Barclay had. A renovation project, 

finished in February, 1971, had trans-

formed Barclay into a very livable—to 

some, Haverford's most livable—dormi-

tory. How did it happen? 

Back in April, 1969, the college's Ad 

Hoc Committee to Restudy Dormitory 

Expansion had submitted a report 

stating: 

"Barclay, in its present condition, 

provides an unpleasant and depressing 

living environment for students. Because 

of its age it is beyond our means and 

ability to maintain properly ... Barclay 

residents are at the very low side of an 

unfortunate double standard of student 

living. Barclay in its present condition 

does not meet the safety codes, and part 

of 	it . .. has 	already 	been 	con- 

demned ... " 



The renovated Barclay is popular with students because it is so easy to meet people there. Though 
only two men might share a room or suite, there are a dozen others living on the same hall. 

Once called "unpleasant" and "depressing," 
century-old Barclay Hall is now 
Haverford's hottest piece of real estate. 

SERVICE. Barclay's bad condition in 

1969 was not a sudden development. It 

was the result of 94 years of service in 

housing Haverford students. Since Barclay 

first opened in 1877, nearly every student 

who passed through Haverford left his 

mark on that building. The long halls and 
central stairwells had seen nearly a 

century of water fights, soap slides, 

cannon ball rollings and smoke bombings. 

Both horses and autos had been driven 
down its corridors. In 1946, fire ravaged 

the 110-foot tower which once rose 

above the center section. Over the years, 

low-budget alterations and repairs had 

taken their toll. 

By 1969 Barclay had deteriorated into 
a source of embarrassment. Students 

living there, mostly freshmen, received 

discounts on their room fees because of 

Barclay's substandard conditions. 

Rob Lyle, a freshman this past year, 

came to Haverford in 1969 for an admis-

sions interview and tour of the campus. 
"I'd like to go to Haverford," he remem-

bers telling his parents, "but I sure don't 
like that freshman dorm." Rob visited a 

half-dozen other campuses trying to 
select a college. "I didn't see anything 

like Barclay," he recalls. 

Paul Denig, also a freshman this past 

year, didn't even get to see Barclay. He 

remembers his campus tour in the 

sumrxier of '69. "My guide, a student, 

pointeA out Barclay and told me it was 

. the freshman dorm," Paul says. 

Paul asked if they could go in. But 

Paul's guide kept walking. "You wouldn't 

want to go through Barclay," he said. 

"It's pretty old and falling apart." 

Assistant dean of students Greg 

Kannerstein remembers how bad Barclay 

had become. He would go out to meet 

freshmen and their parents when they 

arrived in the fall. "But we used to want 

to hide from the parents of those 

students who had been assigned to Bar-

clay," he says, only half jokingly. 

In 1969 the college's board of man-
agers had to make a decision: whether to 
renovate Barclay or demolish it and build 
a new dormitory. Engineering and archi-
tectural studies revealed that Barclay's 
granite construction had endured the 
wear and tear of generations of Haverford 

students. The building's design was a 
usable one. The decision was made to 

renovate. 
Economy was an important factor in 

that decision. Renovation would cost 

about $600,000; a new dormitory of 

equal quality would have cost nearly $1 

million, probably more. Once renovated, 

Barclay would be good for another 40 

years. 

BEGINS. Work began as soon as stu-

dents left for summer vacation in May, 
1970. To meet today's needs, complete 
new electrical wiring was installed, hidden 
above a new suspended acoustical tile  

ceiling. The heating system was recondi-

tioned and modernized; no longer would 
first floor residents shiver while third 

floor residents suffered from overheating. 

Walls were covered with a tough, canvas-

textured vinyl. The worn, wooden floors 

were repaired and covered with wall-to-

wall carpeting. Why carpeting? It was 

easier to install than tile on those uneven 

floors, and it would cut down on one of 

Barclay's major complaints, noise. 

Small kitchenettes—sinks and two-

burner electric stoves—were installed on 

the first three floors. The bathrooms were 

reconditioned with tile shower stalls, 

exhaust systems and improved lighting. 

To bring the building up to current 

safety standards, wider fire escapes were 

installed at each end, and the ancient 

central stairwells were replaced by en-

closed steel units. 
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Closed in a renovation many years ago, 
the old entrance on 
"Barclay Beach" has been reopened. 

The small closets in most rooms were 

replaced by large wardrobes with built-in 

chests of drawers. Each room was 

equipped with sturdy new furniture, in-

cluding chairs, beds, desks and book-

shelves. 

After the summer months, the renova-

tion took place in stages, one floor of one 

wing at a time. That way, most of the 

building could still house students while 

construction was going on during the 

school year. 

It's possible to study in Barclay now; 

it's quiet. The carpeting and acoustical 

ceilings muffle the sound of footsteps in 

the hall and record players in the pext 

room. 

Students like -the high ceiliAgs, and 

large windows. 

The decor is tasteful; the furnishings 

comfortable and functional. Bob At-

wood, an upperclassman who lived in 

Barclay last year helping freshmen adjust 

to college life, says, "The new atmos-

phere seems to bring out a more mature 

and responsible attitude in students." 

Assistant dean Kannerstein agrees, 

noting, "The remodeling has cut down on 

damages." Acorn fights have largely re-

placed water fights in the halls. Acorns 

can be swept up from the carpeting; 

water can't. 

Barclay's biggest attraction to stu-

dents, however, is its basic design—wide 

halls lined with rooms or suites on each 

side. Those halls, encourage students to 

drop in on each other, and they serve as 

informal meeting places themselves. 

"Barclay is the easiest place on campus 

to meet people," says one student. 

"Barclay used to be relegated to fresh-

men because it was the worst," explains 

Kannerstein. "Now we're trying to re-

serve it for freshmen because it's ideal for 

helping them meet new people and adjust 

to college life. The question is: can we 

keep the upperclassmen out of it for 

much longer?" 

The sound-proofing 
effects of acoustical ceilings and carpeted floors have made studying in Barclay 

a lot easier than it was before renovation. 
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PROBLEM. But one problem remains. 
Back in 1969, Haverford faced a dilem-
ma. There was an urgent need to renovate 
or replace Barclay. Because inflation was 
raising construction costs by 10 per cent 
a year, it was clearly wisest to do the job 
as quickly as possible. 

At the same time work was begun, a 
committee was formed to raise the neces-
sary $615,000 in gifts. Owen B. "Dusty" 
Rhoads, class of '25, agreed to head the 
group. 

During the past year, the committee 
raised over $400,000, from a very small 
group of interested alumni. 

"The project is popular among Haver-
fordians, who hear of it," explains vice 
president for development Stephen Cary, 
himself a 1937 alumnus. "Most approve 
the college's judgment in deciding to keep 
Barclay instead of replacing it." 

With the renovation complete, but 
$215,000 yet to be raised, the committee 
continues its work. There has been no  

general appeal to all alumni, and Cary 

doesn't think one will be necessary. 
"The word has been spreading, and 

generous gifts, some unsolicited, have 

been coming in regularly," he explains. 

"If interested alumni contribute another 

$115,000, I believe we can get a sympa-

thetic foundation to make up the re-

maining $100,000." 
And so, as it enters its second century, 

"unpleasant and depressing" Barclay Hall 
reigns as the hottest piece of real estate 
on the Haverford campus. 



Lolli Schenck likes being at Haverford and so do 100 of her friends 

by David M. Espo '71 

photos by Samuel Nocella Jr. 

The Haverford-Bryn Mawr dorm ex-

change program will be two years old this 
fall, and if Lolli Schenck's experience is 

at all typical, the program is very much a 

success. 
People said it wouldn't work, that it 

was unrealistic for Bryn Mawr women to 
live at Haverford and for Haverford men 

to live at Bryn Mawr. More than being 

unrealistic, it would fundamentally alter 

the nature of the two schools. 

The exchange went through a long 

period of uncertainty, with campus 

debate stretching out over several years. 

The first year of the program, 1969, 

only about 18 students on each campus 

were willing to participate. There were 

too many unknowns. The first year, for 

example, Haverford students arrived at 

Bryn Mawr only to discover their new 

beds were too short. Now, the schools 

exchange beds as well as students. Other 

problems were ironed out, as well. 

The exchange program has been good, according to Lolli, because it enabled her to meet men students 
in more ways than just through dates. Although there aren't as many dorm bull sessions as she 
expected at Haverford, there's still plenty of time to talk at meals and on the way to and from class. 
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In 1970, more than 80 students from 

each school signed up for the exchange, 

and for the fall of 1971 more than 110 

participants were expected from each 

campus. 

Now, the exchange has turned the 

initial grumbling into praise. Haverford 

faculty members like the resulting in-

crease of fiomen in their classrooms. The 

students, as the increasing size of the 

program shows, approve enthusiastically. 

The administration finds Haverford's 

basic nature unchanged. 

One of the women Haverfordians is 

Lolli (Mary-Lou) Schenck. A senior this 

fall, she's from Kingston, R.I.; and in 

many ways she's like Bryn Mawr students 

have always been. Except for one differ-

ence: this past year she lived in Jones Hall 

at Haverford. She took several of her 

courses at Haverford, ate her meals in the 

Haverford dining center, had a part-time 

job at Haverford (also in the dining 

Lolli listens intently as Professor William Davidon explores the fine points of physics. She likes the 
classroom situation at Haverford because of the small discussion groups. Bryn Mawr is more lecture 
oriented. "I'm much more excited when I come out of class here," she notes. Lolli took physics and a 
humanities course at Haverford during the past semester. "Girls talk more in classes," she finds. 
Haverford professors seem to favor coeducational seminar classes for similar educational reasons. 
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center) and worked on drama produc-

tions with the College Theater. 

Lolli calls the year she spent at Haver-
ford a "positive experience," citing her 

acquaintances with administrators ("I 
found an atmosphere of concern, but 

friendship"), men students ("it's easy to 
sit down and talk to people if you know 
you're not always looking for a date") 
and faculty ("I feel I know a lot of 
professors.") 

Lolli prefers Haverford's seminar 
classes to Bryn Mawr's more lecture-
oriented approach, but she pleads for 
each of the colleges to learn from the 

other ("The academic departments could 

learn a lot from one another") citing as 
the end result a stronger educational 

program for students from both schools. 

As a woman, Lolli feels strongly about 
parts of the women's rights movement 

current in America. As a student at 
Haverford, she feels she has had the 
chance to compete equally with other 

members of the college community. "I 

haven't felt at all put down." 

In fact, she is somewhat concerned 

that she and her fellow women students 

at Haverford haven't become more in-

volved in activities such as the College 

Theater. They don't take as much initia-

tive as is available to them, she says, 
although Lolli herself handled much of 

the production for several dramatic 
presentations this past year. (Another 

hopeful sign: this spring exchange student 

Florence Levitt, Bryn Mawr '72, co-

chaired a day-long Haverford colloquium 

on the topics of governance, academics  

and coeducational living.) 

Next year, Lolli's last as an under-

graduate, will also be spent at Haverford. 
A sociology major, after graduation she is 
interested in a career in social work. 
Other possibilities, though, include 
teaching high school drama classes and 
joining a community theater group. Lolli 

also wants to study American Indian 
culture, part of her effort to help the 
Indians "get back their land and their 

rights." 

"I was really apprehensive about what 

effect the resident women would have," 
one Haverfordian noted recently, "but 

seeing them on campus seemed so natural 

from the start that I found 5yserwon-

dering why jt took us so long.1or us to 

invite them." 

Lolli adjusts lights for a 
Haverford-Bryn Mawr College Theater 
production. She has worked on the 
drama technical staff since her fresh-
man year. Last year, she headed the 
lighting crew for three productions: 
"Gandhi," "The Hostage," and "'Tis 
Pity She's a Whore." 

Having decided to take an acting role 
in "The Marriage of Figaro," Lolli sews 

her own costume. She makes many 
of her clothes herself, a hobby 

she learned as a youngster. 

Biologist Irving Finger (left) and Professor of German John Cary are two of Lolli's regular luncheon customers in Haverford's faculty dining room. She works 
in the dining center at lunchtimes three days a week. As a result, she's gotten to know many professors she would never have met otherwise. 
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Campus Briefs 

HONORED 

Senator Charles 
McC. Mathias Jr. '44 
(photo); former Sen-
ator Eugene J. 
McCarthy (photo); 

retired teacher and 
1912 alumnus Irvin 
C. Poley (photo); 

and former secretary 

of the Friends' Peace Committee, editor 

of "The Friend" and 1920 alumnus 

Richard R. Wood (photo); by being 
awarded honorary degrees at Haverford's 

commencement exercises May 25. 
Mathias and McCarthy received Doctor 

of Laws degrees. Poley received a Doctor 
of Humane Letters degree, and Wood 

received a Doctor of Letters degree. 

McCarthy was the principal speaker. 

During the commencement, 147 seniors 

received bachelor's degrees; among them, 
Thomas Hoopes, Haverford's first grad-
uate in urban studies, and Merrily 
Gangadean, wife of philosophy professor 
Asoka Gangadean. 

James P. Magill '07, emeritus member 
of the board of managers; by the Stu-
dents' Council, which presented him with 
its third annual Martin Foss Award as 
"that-Fmber of the Haverford College 

sommtirilty whose life speaks directly to 
the lives of his brothers by its powerful 

harmony of intellect, compassion, and 

courage." The award was named in mem-
ory of the refugee-philosDpher who 
served on Haverford's faculty from 1944 

until his retirement in 1958. Dr. Foss 
died in London, in 1969, at the age of 80 
while on an air flight to visit his son, 

Oliver, an artist, in Paris. 

Bradford Cook, who joined the Haver-

ford faculty in 1959 as associate pro-

fessor of romance languages; by being 
promoted to full professor. 

ANNOUNCED 

A Campus Advisory Council on Invest-
ments; established for a two-year trial 

period as approved by the college's Board 

of Managers at its March, 1971, meeting. 

The council is charged with advising the 
finance committee of the Board of Man-

agers on social issues such as pollution 
and racial discrimination, that are ex-
pected to arise in corporate stockholder 

meetings where the college's shares will 

McCarthy 	 Poley 

need to be voted one way or another. The 

final decision on the college's actions will 

remain with the finance committee. The 
council is made up of students, faculty, 

administrators, two parents and one 
alumnus. All are volunteers. One of the 

first problems that council dealt with was 
how the college should vote its 4,000 

shares of General Motors stock at G.M.'s 

annual meeting in May. Of 11 recommen-

dations made by the council, the finance 

committee accepted ten—nine supporting 

G.M. management, one opposed. The 

latter resulted in Haverford's shares being 

voted in favor of a proposal that G.M. be 
required to disclose annual information 

on minority hiring, anti-pollution efforts 

and safety advances. 

APPROVED 

By the Board of Managers; the crea-

tion of a comprehensive land-use plan for 
Haverford's 216-acre campus. The plan, 

being compiled by director of planning 

Stevenson Fletcher, will show locations 
of all campus buildings, walkways, roads, 

underground facilities such as tunnels and 

pipelines, plus trees and other valuable 

plant-life. A geological map will show 

high and low areas, drainage patterns and 

soil types. The master plan, first of its 

kind for the Haverford campus, will be 

used in selecting the best sites for future  

buildings, athletic fields or other facili-

ties. Also, important trees will be iden-
tified and a maintenance schedule pre-

pared, indicating the feeding, spraying or 

pruning requirements of each tree. 

PLANNED 

Renovation of Founders Annex; con-
verting the 118-year-old building into a 

home for the Margaret Gest Center for 
the Cross-Cultural 
Study of Religion, 
established by a be-
quest of the late 

Miss Gest. The ren-

ovation project, ex- 

pected to cost 

more than 

$ 1 00,000 was 
Wood 	 made possible by a 
gift from a close friend of Miss Gest. 

Plans call for the complete demolition of 

the building's interior, but preservation of 
the present exterior. The first floor—
originally used for a gymnasium and more 
recently a carpenters' shop—will contain 
seminar and meeting rooms. The second 
floor—originally science labs—will contain 

much-needed faculty offices and a display 
gallery. Completion is scheduled for late 
1971. 

DECEASED 

L. Arnold Post 
(photo), emeritus 

professor of Greek; 
June 2, 1971. He 

was 81. Post, who 
was born in Stan-

fordville, N.Y., re-

ceived his bache- 

lor's and master's 	L. Arnold Post 

degrees from Hay- 

erford in 1911. He received a master's 
degree from Harvard in 1912, and bache-

lor's and master's degrees from Oxford in 
1916 and 1922. During World War I, he 
served in Europe, Mesopotamia and India. 
He joined the Haverford faculty in 1917 
and retired in 1958. Noted as a scholar, 
author and translator, he wrote or edited 
numerous books, including nearly 70 
volumes of the Loeb Classical Library. He 

is survived by his wife, a daughter and 
two sons, including Arnold R., a 1944 

Haverford alumnus. 
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The Haverford Award: 
Ben Z. Leuchter 

Ben Leuchter was 15 years old when 

he arrived at Haverford in the fall of 1942 

to begin his freshman year. He was the 

youngest man in his class, but few people 

knew it. "It was sheer chaos," says 

Leuchter, recalling those war years at 

Haverford. The upper classes shrunk in 

size as men left for the armed services. 
The absence of upperclassmen gave many 

of us campus leadership experience at an 
earlier age than normally, says Leuchter. 
He was elected editor of the "News" in 

his sophomore year and quickly estab-
lished a reputation for controversy. He 
remembers being called on the carpet at 
least once by then vice president Archi-
bald Macintosh. Looking back, Leuchter 
says, "Our big issues were campus lighting 
and the quality of food in the dining hall. 
The issues on which we disagreed were 
not nearly as profound as some of the 

issues being raised by today's youth." 

He played baseball, basketball and 
football. "None very well," he explains. 

Leuchter thinks that debating was the 

most valuable experience he received at 

Haverford. "Debating gave me self-

confidence and taught me to think on my 

feet." 

At the end of his sophomore year, Ben 
Leuchter left for duty with the Merchant 
Marine and spent the next year steaming 
back and forth across the North Atlantic. 

... and at the 1970 Haverford 
Award ceremonies. 

He returned to Haverford in 1945 and 

graduated in '47. 
One tradition that Leuchter carried 

with him when he graduated from Haver-

ford was the Quaker tolerance of unpop-
ular views. "The whole area of dissent 

and intellectual disagreement that I was 
exposed to at Haverford had a profound 

impression on me." 
Immediately after graduating, he went 

to work on the family's newspaper, the 
"Times Journal" a daily in Vineland, N.J. 

The paper had been started by his father. 

"I never for a moment doubted that I 

wanted to be a newspaperman," he says. 

A year later, his father was killed in an 

auto accident and Ben at the age of 22, 

took over as editor. Since then he has 

been writing a daily column, "Keeping 

Up with the Times," that appears on page 

one of the paper. 
The paper is still a family affair. 

Leuchter shares ownership with his 

mother and younger brother, Joel. 
In 1958, he received the Atlantic City 

Press Club's Golden Quill Award for best 
story of the year. In 1964, the School 
Board Publications Association named 
him recipient of their "Journalist in 

Education" award. 
When Leuchter first started writing 

these daily columns, one of his favorite 
topics was brotherhood. Concern for 

people—their attitudes and actions 

towards each other—continues in his ac-

tivities today, both on the paper and as a 

leader in his community. 

About half his waking hours, by his 

own reckoning, are devoted to raising 

money and support for Israel and Jewish 

refugees through the United Jewish Ap-

peal and the sale of Israel bonds. As many 

Ben Zion 	Leuchter ... from the 1946 
Record ... 

as 100 days out of his year involve 
traveling or speaking in this cause. He 

serves on the national cabinet of the 
United Jewish Appeal and the national 
board of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid 
Society. In addition, he serves locally as 
president of the Vineland Jewish Com-
munity Council and as a member of the 
executive committee of the Greater Vine-
land United Fund. 

Civil rights and community relations 

here at home also claim high priority with 
Ben Leuchter. Following the 1967 riots 

in Newark, he was named by New Jersey 

Governor Richard Hughes to serve with 

eight other men, including two former 

governors, on the N.J. Commission on 

Civil Disorder. "We really worked; all of 

us took our job seriously," says the 

editor. They met 65 times in six months 

and issued a report to the- state legisla-

ture. "The report was promptly ignored," 

he says. The following year he was named 

to Vineland's newly formed Police-

Community Relations Committee, where 

he worked at training local police in 

relations with minority groups. 

"People, blacks and whites, are still 

polarized," says Leuchter. He sees the 
paper as a restraining influence in the 

community. "Sometimes my biggest 
sense of disappointment is that I haven't 
influenced enough people to shed these 
prejudices. But I intend to keep trying." 

This is the second in a series of biographical sketches highlighting winners of the annual 
Haverford Award, presented to Haverford College alumni who best reflect the college's 
concern with the uses to which its students put their knowledge, humanity, initiative and 
individuality. The first four awards were presented at the October 1970, annual dinner 
meeting of the corporation of the college. In addition to Leuchter, recipients were Charles 
A. Robinson '28, Christian M. Hansen '54, and Anthony G. Amsterdam '57. Nominations 
for the award can be made by alumni or anyone else associated with the college. 
Nominations for the 1971 awards should be submitted before Aug. 31, 1971. Additional 
information about the award and nomination forms are available by writing to: Haverford 
Award Panel, Haverford College, Haverford, Pa. 19041. 



Commencement. Arriving at the gymnasium, where the 1971 academic procession began, are (I to r): 
former senator Eugene McCarthy; former Students' Council president Thomas Gowen '71, 

who presented McCarthy for his honorary degree; Charles Mathias Jr. '44, the senator 
from Maryland; and Haverford president John Coleman. For details on, the 1971 commencement, 

see Campus Briefs on page 17. 
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American University 
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