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Terrorism: Al-Sahab Releases Video of Interview With Abu-Yahya al-Libi On 10 September, a 
jihadist website posts many links to an approximately 93-minute video interview with Abu- 
Yahya al-Libi, a leading figure of Al-Qa'ida in Afghanistan. The production, which is by Al-Sahab 
Media and disseminated through Al-Fajr Media Center, states in a caption in Arabic and English 
at the beginning of the tape that this is the second interview that Al-Sahab conducts with Al-Libi 
since his escape from Bagram prison in Afghanistan two years ago. The tape is dated "early 
Sha'ban 1428," which corresponds to mid August 2007. The interviewer is unseen throughout 
the interview. Al-Libi is wearing a white robe and a black turban. 
 
The following is the full translation of the interview: 
(Interviewer) All praise is due to God, Lord of the worlds, and peace and prayers be on the chief 
of messengers, Prophet Muhammad, and on his family and companions. Al-Sahab Media is 
pleased to once again welcome Shaykh Abu-Yahya al-Libi in its second interview with him since 
his deliverance from Bagram Prison two years ago. To start with, we ask him: Honorable shaykh, 
after the passage of this time since your deliverance from captivity and after rubbing shoulders 
with the Mujahidin and living among them, how do you assess the march of Jihad in general and 
in Afghanistan in particular? 
 
(Al-Libi) In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate. All praise is due to God, and 
prayers and peace be upon God's messenger and on his family, companions, and allies. Before 
answering, I thank Al-Sahab Media for the major effort it is making to spread Islam's true 
methodology and clear picture far from the patching and fabrication and methodologies of 
adaptation and compromise, whose adoption has become one of the characteristics of the age, 
and perhaps something to boast about. As for the answer, my noble brother, it can be divided 
into two parts. The first deals with the scientific methodological-ideological progress, if we may 
say so, which the Mujahidin have achieved and to continue to achieve day after day, whether 
from the perspective of those who advocate this methodology inside the Islamic nation to which 
they belong, or from the perspective of the imposition and spreading of their vision throughout 
all nations and people and their entrance into the field of the battle of ideas and clash of 
methodologies with strength, confidence, insight, and understanding, for the Jihadist 
methodology to say in the midst of this tumult here I am, so where is the challenger? By the 
grace of God, the Glorious and Great, we notice with great clarity a distinction and progress 
being achieved by the Jihadist methodology in all the theoretical scientific directions through its 
legal foundations, its analyses of the state of affairs, its outlook on events, its depiction of the 
issues and its according of specific and clear legal visualizations to many of the major issues 
which affect the Islamic nation at home and abroad. And we have begun to see and feel the 
Islamic nation's anticipation of the position of the Mujahidin in most of the events which take 
place today, and the Jihadist voice has become its preferred voice and the one which expresses 
its opinion and outlook. 
 
Jihad, as a comprehensive methodology is no longer buried among the rubble of ideas or hidden 
under various other methodologies. In fact, by the grace of God first and last, it has begun to 
confront all the methodologies, ideas, and deviant concepts; to meet argument with argument 
and eloquence with eloquence; to discuss treatises and rebut misconceptions; remove 
misguidance; correct mistakes; rectify deviation; and to deliver its speech with clarity and 
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pureness without fearing in that the blame of any blamer. The effects of the well-founded 
scientific presentation of the methodology of Jihad have begun to appear on many of the Islamic 
Movements whose members used to be like those on drugs with concepts and ideas bearing 
more resemblance to hallucinations than to anything connected with the Shari'ah and reality. 
This is as far as the Islamic nation is concerned. If, however, we were to expand the field of sight 
and move on to the extent of the reach and effect of the voice of Jihad throughout the whole 
world, whether on the level of governments or the peoples, then we would hear the echoes of 
this voice resounding from the depths of the infidel world, in Europe and elsewhere. As the 
saying goes, for every action there is a reaction. So, this fierce media onslaught the people of 
infidelity are launching in various forms against the Jihad and the Mujahidin is only because of 
the earthquake caused by the way the Mujahidin analyze and tackle the major issues which these 
(infidels) refuse to look at in a proper, logical way far removed from deception, deceit, 
distortion, and falsification. 
 
In general, the Jihad, as an Islamic worship and rite which has its rules, manners, regulations, 
and fundamentals, has begun to spread, expand, increase, strengthen, and develop. Therefore, 
the attempt of the infidel states and behind them their agents in the region to kill the Jihadist 
spirit in the nation, reverse its progress, and strangle it with the various ropes of constriction is 
nothing but a kind of desperate deception. All those efforts they make and the money they spend 
will be a curse for them and a cause for regret, and Jihad will continue to prosper, climb, and 
expand in spite of their dislike of its, in corroboration of God's statement: "They seek to 
extinguish the light of Allah with their mouths, but Allah refuses but to perfect His light, though 
the disbelievers may resent it." (Koranic verse, At-Tauba, 9:32) and of His statement, "Verily, 
those who disbelieve spend their wealth to turn people away from the way of Allah. They will 
surely continue to spend it, but then shall it become a source of regret for them, and then shall 
they be overcome. And the disbelievers shall be gathered unto Hell." (Koranic verse, Al-Anfal, 
8:36) 
 
As for the second of the two parts, it is related to the practical achievement represented by the 
armed Jihad being waged today by the Islamic nation in many arenas, in which the Mujahidin, 
who are a part of our nation, have proved that challenging the enemies in the arenas of combat 
is a hope which they have long wished for and showed eagerness towards it because they knew 
that the breakdown of the enemy militarily and the dispersal of its strength will mean, without 
any doubt, its decline ideologically, as it is in the people's nature to imitate the stronger one, and 
the battle they are waging is against the mightiest superpower. America, which is one of the 
major evil spirits of the age, was only a few years ago bragging about its power and boasting of 
its army and equipment at a time when everyone was subordinate to it and submissive to its 
resolutions. So, there was no criticism, objection, or review, but rather, begging and kissing the 
steps of the White House and the shoes of its politicians. But today, where is America, and 
where is its strength and sham splendor? Where are the slogans of "whoever is not with us is 
against us?" Where are the threats and warnings? Where is the vanity and arrogance of the 
American army and its policy-makers? In fact, where is the value of the American soldier, whose 
killing used to make headlines in all the news media, but who today is dragged in the streets of 
Baghdad, hung on the bridges of Al-Fallujah, rolled on the rocks of Afghanistan, and burned to 
coals in the middle of its capital, Kabul? Yet, his news passes by quickly without interest or 
analysis, assuming that it was even mentioned by the news media and not considered by them to 
be marginal news for which there was no room in their newscasts or programs. And here we 
should ask a frank question: Who is that sent the American forces into this abyss? Who is it that 
distinguished between meat and tumor and put America on the balance and showed everyone its 
real weight and value? Without any doubt, you will answer me, after the grace and guidance of 
God, the Great and Glorious, that they are indisputably the Mujahidin, whether in Afghanistan, 
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Iraq, and Somalia, or in the heart of America. If the military gains of the Jihad and Mujahidin 
were limited to this, it would be enough for them as a source of pride and as a victory. So, how 
about when the matter is greater than that and the gains, by the grace of God and His aid, are 
continuing one after the other, and the direction of the battle, God willing, is going according to 
the plans and wishes of the Mujahidin? 
 
Afghanistan is one of the rings of these confrontations. In fact, it is the mother arena in terms of 
seniority. Its heroic people have become experienced in confronting the forces of infidelity and 
are well-versed in tearing apart empires one after the other, of which we beseech God that 
America be the last of them. So, it is possible to compare the previous state of the Mujahidin 
from our brothers the Taliban and their supporters with their present state. The first year after 
the fall of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, may God restore it, was a year of despair and 
depression for everyone except those whom God steadied with the light of conviction, power of 
faith, and confidence in Almighty God's promise. As for today and the credit is God's alone, the 
Mujahidin have become the pursuers, not the pursued, and for the most part, the strikers, not 
the struck. The various types of military operations have begun to strike the depths of Afghan 
cities, and in fact, in the heart of the fortified military bases. The Mujahidin have taken control 
of wide and vast areas of the land of Afghanistan, and these areas are now under their authority. 
There is now a new generation of Mujahidin pouring by thousands onto the battlefields after 
they discovered the falseness of the propaganda and were delivered from the alarmism which 
was one of the weapons that the enemy used against them at the beginning of the battle. The 
enemy has begun to bumble in its decisions and hesitate even in supplying and reinforcing its 
forces. All praise is due to God, Lord of the worlds. 
 
(Interviewer) You have given us a bright picture of the Jihad and the Mujahidin ideologically 
and militarily, but there are those who differ with you in this assessment and believe that the 
picture is somewhat exaggerated or that the truth is perhaps contrary to what you said. On the 
military level, for example, many of the Mujahidin's commanders and scholars have been 
arrested or killed, while on the ideological level, you are not unaware of the retractions which 
have been published or attributed to some of the Jihadist symbols and even some of the Jihadist 
groups. What do you say to that? 
 
(Al-Libi) It goes without saying that when we say we are in Jihad, combat, and defense, this 
necessarily means that there are sacrifices which these Mujahidin must make, and when we 
describe ourselves as being in a battle and on different and open fronts, then this means that the 
battle needs fuel, provision, and energy with which to move its wheel. In my previous answer, I 
did not say that we have not offered any sacrifices in the ferocious and heated confrontation 
between us and our enemies, the Crusaders and their underlings. We have never said this and 
we cannot possibly say this. But is Jihad anything other than wounds and injuries, killing, 
combat, and war with its ups and downs? Everyone whom God has guided to observe the 
worship of Jihad has by that paved the way for himself with a general rule in which he deals with 
every step he takes in his Jihadist journey. That rule which the Koran has clarified with utmost 
clarity, saying: "Say: "Can you expect for us (any fate) other than one of two glorious things-
(Martyrdom or victory)?" (Koranic verse, At-Tauba, 9:52) These are victory or martyrdom. And 
God, the Glorious and Great, says: "Let those fight in the cause of Allah Who sell the life of this 
world for the hereafter. To him who fighteth in the cause of Allah,- whether he is slain or gets 
victory - Soon shall We give him a reward of great (value)" (Koranic verse, Al-Nisa, 4:74) So, the 
balance and measure by which Islam assesses things is not a purely worldly balance 
disconnected from the hereafter. The greater part of its scale with which we weigh the value of 
Jihadist actions is connected with the world of the hereafter, the world of recompense, rewards, 
and the greatest prize from the Generous Giver. As for the remaining part of the scale, it is the 
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part connected with life in this world and its interests, and the part in which the sweetness of 
victory and empowerment is placed. 
 
Based on this, it is with this proper visualization of how to deal with profit and loss, victory and 
defeat, and success and failure that we must look at our Jihadist actions. Consider with me the 
hadith (prophet's saying), which is narrated by Imam Muslim and others from Abdallah Bin-
Amr Bin-al-As, with whom God was pleased, which says: "The messenger of God, God's peace 
and blessing be upon him, said, there is no raiding party or squadron which raids takes booty 
and returns safely that won't have taken two thirds of their reward in advance. And there is no 
raiding party or squadron which fails and is afflicted that doesn't receive their full reward." This 
is why God, the Glorious and Great, forbids the believers from dealing with the affairs of the 
Jihad in this fashion, and has replied to those who think that the path of prudence is by seeking 
out safety, distancing themselves from risks and withdrawing, saying: "O you who believe! Be 
not like those who have disbelieved and say of their brethren when they travel in the land or go 
forth to war, had they been with us, they would not have died or been slain. They say this so that 
God may make it a cause of regret in their hearts. And God gives life and causes death and God 
is mindful of what you do." (Koranic verse, Al Imran, 3:156) And He, the Exalted, also said: "It is 
these who said to their brethren, while they themselves remained behind, if they had obeyed us, 
they would not have been slain. Say, then avert death from yourselves, if you are truthful." 
(Koranic verse, Al Imran, 3:166) And because of this, God, the Glorious and Great, severely 
reprimanded the group which attempted to abandon the battle and lay down their swords at the 
mere rumor during the Uhud expedition of the killing of the Prophet, God's peace and blessing 
be upon him, which is without exception the greatest misfortune the Muslims could possibly be 
afflicted with until the Day of Judgment. He explained to them that the death or killing of the 
messenger of God, may God's peace and blessing be upon him, and his absence does not mean 
going back, nor does it mean loss on the balance of Jihad, nor is turning on one's heels 
acceptable because of it. He, the Exalted, said: "And Muhammad is but a messenger. Verily all 
messengers have passed away before him. If then he dies or is slain, will you turn back on your 
heels? And he who turns back on his heels shall not harm Allah at all. And Allah will certainly 
reward the grateful." (Koranic verse, Al Imran, 3:144) 
 
Take, for example, the incident of the Red Mosque in Islamabad, which I consider to be a 
qualitative move in the contemporary Jihadist life by all standards. If we wanted to place this 
incident on the scale of the balance of worldly gain and loss, which its proponents often 
camouflage with labels like prudence, profound understanding, and dealing with reality withy 
wisdom and composure, then its heroes would undoubtedly be described as reckless, foolhardy, 
and inexperienced individuals who embroiled themselves in a battle they couldn't win, and thus 
killed themselves and caused the wasting of promising efforts which were in the interest of 
Pakistan, and so on. But if we were to put this event on the proper Islamic balance which is tied 
to the world of the hereafter, you will find that something similar occurred during the time of 
the prophet, God's peace and blessing be upon him, when 70 of the ulema of the companions 
were killed at the Well of Ma'unah. And pay attention to our statement, "the ulema of the 
companions." In familiar contemporary terms, this means the cadres of the state, and the 
highest-ranking ones as well. If this were to happen in this age, it would be considered a 
disaster, policies would be changed because of it, retractions would be made, and bitter criticism 
would continue from all sides. But look at what was said by the companions, with whom God 
was pleased: They considered it to be one of the virtues of Al-Ansar (those who supported and 
protected the prophet when he left Mecca for Medina), as Qatadah said, "We don't know of a 
neighborhood of the Arabs with more martyrs more honorable on the Day of Judgment than Al-
Ansar." Anas said, "Seventy of them were killed on the day of Uhud, 70 on the day of the Well of 
Ma'unah, and 70 on the day of Al-Yamamah during the reign of Abu-Bakr (the first Orthodox 
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caliph in Islam)." And even greater than that is to receive the pleasure of God, as Anas, with 
whom God was pleased, said, "A verse of the Koran was revealed concerning those who were 
killed at the Well of Ma'unah, which we read, then it was abrogated, inform our people that we 
have met our Lord, and He was pleased with us and we with Him." 
 
So, this eternity-related part is the part lost in the equation of appraising gain and loss in our 
battle with our enemies. Of course, this doesn't mean, neither rationally nor legally, neglecting 
to take precautions, being negligent in taking those which can be taken; not making an effort to 
correct flaws, remove deficiencies; and benefit from experiences and examine them; and not 
taking the negligent to account. But this is one thing, whereas turning the Mujahidin's sacrifices, 
however costly they might be, into obstacles and barriers with which we prevent the 
continuation of the march is something else. Based on this, the killing of those leaders of the 
Mujahidin, who have had the greatest of impacts on Islam's contemporary battle between the 
party of the Most Merciful and the party of Satan, is part of the sacrifices whose makers were the 
people most eager for, desirous of them, and most appreciative of their value. 
 
And even the killing of these great leaders has some negative effects on the Jihadist groups, 
these negative effects are nearly equaled or perhaps overshadowed by the positive aspects, 
among the greatest of which is the proving of the strength of the loyalty of the people of this 
religion to their creed and law, and that they are prepared to give up everything, even their souls 
and lives, for the sake of realizing, establishing, and empowering (this religion). Among these 
positive aspects also is the definitive proof that our Shari'ah and our Jihad in particular is not 
bound to any individual, no matter how valuable or important he may be, but it is a creed here 
to stay and a law that is preserved and which is further strengthened and empowered in 
proportion to the blood its people expend for it. Doesn't the Koran say, "And many a prophet 
there has been beside whom fought numerous companions of his followers. They slackened not 
for aught that befell them in the way of Allah nor did they weaken, nor did they humiliate 
themselves before the enemy. And Allah loves the steadfast." (Koranic verse, Al Imran, 3:146) 
 
Let me give you some examples of that. Before the killing of the mujahid Shaykh Abu-Mus'ab al-
Zarqawi, may God have mercy on him, who is more or less the most prominent of the leaders of 
the Jihad which the arena has lost, the American media machine was trying to convince its 
miserable people that its victory in Iraq will be achieved with the mere killing or capture of this 
heroic leader to the extent that it turned the issue of Iraq into the story of Abu-Mus'ab, may God 
have mercy on him, and portrayed him as being the string of the rosary, whose cutting causes its 
beads to fall one after the other. But did the dreams and fantasies of the Bush administration in 
this regard come true? The answer is in what we see today in Iraq, the major and continuous 
progress being achieved by t he Mujahidin there, and the daily heavy losses being taken by the 
Americans and their underlings. And similar to that is the martyrdom in Afghanistan of 
Commander Dadullah, may God have mercy on him, where the media inflated the issue of his 
killing and considered it to be a turning point in the course of the Afghan Jihad, claiming that 
his martyrdom will lead to the breakdown of or a decline in the Jihadist activities, particularly 
the martyrdom operations. But the daily reality and the losses sustained by the Crusader forces 
and the government of treason in Kabul clearly refute these claims. 
 
Today, the martyrdom operations strike in the heart of the Afghan capital, Kabul, and in 
Kandahar and Khost, and indeed, in all the Afghan provinces, and no effect has been seen on the 
Jihadist field work in Afghanistan, God be praised. And this is why the Americans themselves 
have begun to realize that the movement of the Jihadist march does not hinge on the presence of 
any single commander and cannot fall apart in his absence, and their dealings with the Jihadist 
groups have started to be based on this conviction. Thus, they began to knock other doors in the 
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hope of winning this round of the confrontation, such as what they called the war of ideas and so 
on. So, to summarize this issue, we say: Yes, the Mujahidin have offered, with pride and honor, 
many of their heroic commanders. They have offered Khalid al-Shaykh, Abu-Anas al-Shami, 
Abu-Mus'ab al-Zarqawi, Abu-Umar al-Sayf, and before him Khattab. They have also offered 
Mulla Dadullah, Abd-al-Aziz al-Muqrin, and most recently, they have offered Shaykh Abd-al-
Rashid Ghazi, may God have mercy on them all. And they do not hide this, nor do they consider 
this, in accordance with the balance of Shari'ah, a loss because of which they must stop their 
Jihadist work. Rather, they consider the blood of these leaders to be an instigator and motivator 
for them to stay firmly on their path, to follow them, and to make every effort to avenge them. 
The nation is full of heroes who will fill these gaps. Just as the school of Jihad produced them, it 
will produce others, and just as they have led, others will lead, with God's permission. If one of 
our chiefs passes, another arises in his stead. He says and does what the honorable said and did. 
(Preceding two sentences are verses of poetry). 
 
As for the story of the retractions, which some are attempting to portray as an ideological defeat 
for the Jihadist methodology and a crushing deathblow to it, it is one of the rings of the conflict 
created by the leaders of infidelity in the lobbies of the Egyptian security organs, who advertised 
it as a fine new prescription which might help in treating the serious plight in which they and 
their masters find themselves as a result of the Jihadist tide flooding the region and the world. 
Some Arab states have rushed to snap it up, like the state of Al Sa'ud (Saudi Arabia), Libya, 
Jordan, and other states. So, this is why we don't look at the retractions, which have been 
published or might be published here and there, in a restricted fashion to the effect that so-and-
so has abandoned the Jihadist fighting methodology which he used to advocate lest we fall with 
them into the merry-go-round of detailed rebuttals and debates, unless it was to remove a 
misunderstanding, not to debate a fundamental. Instead, we look at the issue of retractions as 
being a completely new idea which is part of the system of the war of ideas which is one of the 
fierce fronts of the confrontation between us and our enemies, the Crusaders and their 
underlings. So, let us deal with this phenomenon on this basis. Otherwise, we safeguard for 
those to whom the reactions were attributed their precedent, their Jihad, their status, and their 
worth, and we also take account of the circumstances of many of them in the unusual ideas 
which emanated from them or might emanate from them, ideas which oozed from the darkness 
of the prison cells and under the whips of the lashers and the policy of repression and 
compulsion. And perhaps you will agree with me that with ideas produced under such 
circumstances, you cannot attribute true conviction to their producer. 
 
(Interviewer) So, what do you consider to be the proper way to deal with this issue? 
 
(Al-Libi) I can summarize for you the proper way, as I see it, to deal with this critical issue in 
several points. First: The conditions being experienced by these captive brothers to whom the 
retractions are attributed are conditions of compulsion and suppression and extraction of 
statements by force, and pressuring and blackmailing them with dirty methods to lend a 
foundation to ideas and methodologies, which anyone with the least bit of understanding 
realizes couldn't be farther from having a connection to legal evidence and scientific foundation. 
Thus, fairness necessitates that we refrain from considering these newly-proposed ideas and 
methodologies as being in line with the convictions of those who proposed them until they speak 
them and adopt them in full freedom and of their own accord. If Shari'ah has permitted the 
Muslim to speak the word of infidelity, which is the most enormous thing that can be said, in a 
state of compulsion with the serenity of the heart with faith, then what about saying something 
less than that? God says: "Any one who, after accepting faith in Allah, utters Unbelief,-except 
under compulsion, his heart remaining firm in Faith - but such as open their breast to Unbelief, 
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on them is Wrath from Allah, and theirs will be a dreadful Penalty." (Koranic verse, Al-Nahl, 
16:106) 
 
Second: We tell those who want to turn the issue of the retractions into a conspicuous title to the 
effect that here are your brothers, so be like them, it is imperative that a distinction be made 
between deriving lessons from experiences and taking account of what has happened on the one 
hand and turning these experiences into the just judge and final word in issues of dispute and 
matters of disagreement on the other hand, because judgment, decision, and submission of 
disputes is only for the Book of God and the Sunna of His prophet, may God's peace and blessing 
be upon him, and only with them are the statements and actions of people weighed, and to them 
only their disputes are submitted. God says: "O you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey His 
Messenger and those who are in authority among you. And if you differ in anything refer it to 
Allah and His Messenger, if you are believers in Allah and the Last Day. That is best and most 
commendable in the end." (Koranic verse, Al-Nisa, 4:59) 
 
Based on this, it is never right for us to consider the retractions of the retracting ones and the 
experiences of the experimenters, whatever their rank, to be legal evidence for us to refer to in 
disputes. So, if someone comes to us and tells us that you still insist on your way and 
methodology and hold on to your ideas although so-and-so and so-and-so have gone back on 
them and they are who they are in knowledge and precedent, we tell them: Yes, they are from 
the people of knowledge and precedent, but that doesn't accord their statements a sacredness 
which makes them indisputable with no room for criticism, refutation, and objection. Our legal 
and religious obligation is to measure the statements of everyone who has retracted with the 
minute legal balance which does not oppress in the least, and to gauge those unusual ideas by 
the evidence to see the extent of its nearness or farness from the truth. And then, and only then, 
can we rule any idea emanating from here and there as being mistaken or correct. As for total 
acceptance, complete surrender, and random ruling by experiences and retractions without 
referring them to the Book of God and the Sunna of His prophet, peace and blessing be upon 
him, this is a slippery slope and pitfall with which one's religion is not safe and which cannot 
possibly be the path of one who seeks the truth and aspires to know and follow it. 
 
Third: We beseech God to steady us on the truth and steady our Muslim brothers inside and 
outside the prisons. Even if we assume that these retractions, which are attributed to some, 
emanated from them of their own free will and conviction, then the reasons for backtracking are 
not always limited to going from blatant error to blatant truth, so that every backtracker can be 
made an example for those behind him. No, there is also changing of hearts and their 
abandoning of guidance. Don't we read in the Book of God, the Glorious and Great, the 
supplication of the people of fear, apprehension, and anxiety: "Our Lord!" (they say), "Let not 
our hearts deviate now after Thou hast guided us, but grant us mercy from Thine own Presence; 
for Thou art the Grantor of bounties without measure." (Koranic verse, Al Imran, 3:8) And the 
supplication most often made by the prophet, peace be upon him, was, "O changer of hearts, 
steady my heart on Your religion." He was asked about that, and his reply was, "There is no 
human whose heart is not between two of God's fingers, and He sets right whomever He wills 
and causes whomever He wills to deviate." It is also said that Abdallah Bin-Mas'ud, with whom 
God was pleased, said, "Whoever follows someone should follow one who has died, for the living 
is not safe from temptation." We ask God to protect us and our Muslim brothers from 
temptations, open and hidden. 
 
(Interviewer) You have previously said that the issue of retractions is a part of the system of the 
war of ideas being waged against the Mujahidin. Can you explain to us the most important 
pivots of this war and some of the techniques being used in it? 
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(Al-Libi) The Crusaders, led by America and its underlings, have come to realize that the Jihad is 
not what they had imagined. It is not merely short-lived military operations which are no more 
than a reaction to the bitter reality which the Mujahidin see in their nation, no is it merely an 
attempt to end economic, social, or political suffering, in which case it would be possible to 
absorb that agitation with some reformist patching to anesthetize the nation before returning to 
performing the surgical operations with which its limbs are amputated without it feeling a thing. 
No! And since they have arrived at this truth, they have become active in opening new fronts 
against the Mujahidin, fronts which employ two pivots. The first is the pivot of internal 
disassembling of the Jihadist groups and indeed, the entire Jihadist methodology. After coming 
into contact with the Mujahidin and their becoming privy to many of the details of their ideas, 
which they arrived at through the Mujahidin's literature or speeches, or through the discussions 
which take place now and then inside the interrogation centers behind bars, they realized that 
the matter is larger and deeper than being just atmospheric crackle, temporary reactions, or 
mere reflections of interlinked suffering. They realized that the greatest part of the battle lies in 
the well-founded convictions and doctrinal-methodological principles which the Mujahidin 
adopt and through which they work and which represent their real motivation and mover in the 
actions they carry out against these infidel states and their allies. And thus, they thought, 
calculated, looked around, and then came to the conclusion that a large part of the battle 
depends on shaking the convictions on which the Mujahidin build their march and casting 
doubts on the doctrinal principles they consider indisputable, in which case there will occur a 
splitting or perhaps collapse of the basic foundations and fundamentals on which the Jihadist 
methodology stands. And we know that practical vacillation, hesitation, and confusion is a 
reflection and expression of doctrinal and methodological vacillation, detachment, and 
darkness. So, this is the first pivot from which is launched the concept of the war of ideas 
directed against the Mujahidin, which has become an intrinsic part of the sweeping Crusader 
battle. As for the second pivot, it is the attempt to isolate the Mujahidin from the nation and 
besiege them in its midst, and consider them to be an alien body growing inside Islamic society 
which must be removed. This is because we know that the Mujahidin are nor more than an 
inseparable part of the Islamic nation in terms of religion, doctrine, and affiliation. The 
continuation of this visualization and the practical issues which stem from it means the 
continuation of the flooding of the Jihadist tide and its resurgence through the nation's 
embracing of it and its feeling and conviction that this tide is an extension to its efforts and 
backing, physically, morally, and economically. Thus, the Crusaders want to put in place 
obstacles and barriers between the Muslim peoples and this understanding and feeling so that 
all the issues which the Mujahidin raise would no longer be an expression of the nation's 
conscience, creed, and outlook, but instead would be deviant, outcast ideas confined to a small 
group which would act in a random and impulsive fashion, in which case the Mujahidin would 
be hemmed in and start to erode from the inside, and it wouldn't be long before they would fade 
out and come to an end. 
 
(Interviewer) In your opinion, what are the methods which the Crusaders might use to achieve 
this goal? 
 
(Al-Libi) First, I say, and with full faith and confidence, that this goal will never be fully and 
comprehensively achieved, and we are convinced of that and haven't the least doubt about it, 
because what are called convictions or principles are in fact legal fundamentals and foundations 
built on pure, shining legal evidence which are part of the Islamic religion which God has 
guaranteed to preserve and protect even if the infidels hate that. They are also the fundamentals 
of the victorious group manifest against its enemy until the Day of Judgment. Yes, this 
ideological war might have an effect on some individuals and perhaps groups, and might cause 
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some confusion and disarray in one place or another, but that it might lead to the total 
annihilation of the Jihadist methodology and its permanent killing, this will never happen, God 
willing. Back to your question about the methods our enemies use in their ideological war, I say: 
These enemies have no morals at which they might stop in their war, and therefore, they don't 
have -- in their attempt to attain victory -- a single method to which they stick and don't 
overstep. Thus, lying, fabrication, spreading rumors, and committing the dirtiest and most 
despicable of acts are for them all methods completely inseparable from their war. But when 
talking about the ideological war, it seems to me that the methods can be listed in a number of 
major points. 
 
First, announcing the backtracking of some of the Mujahidin's leaders in prison, their deeming 
themselves mistaken in what they used to believe and do, and their advising their brothers to 
abandon the path which they are on. The media is present strongly in this process to conduct 
interviews, publish articles and books of retraction, blow them out of all proportion, and portray 
them as axioms which are not open to discussion and giving and taking. I spoke about this issue 
previously and mentioned to you the proper bases to deal with it. 
 
Second, fabricating some repulsive lies or exaggerating some mistakes from which no field of 
Jihad is free, considering them to be deviations glued to the Jihadist methodology and an 
inseparable part of it, and widening their circle to make them a general rule covering all Jihadist 
groups in all fields of Jihad. 
 
(Interviewer) Could you give us an example? 
 
(Al-Libi) Like the allegation that the Mujahidin hold the nation and its scholars to be infidel and 
allow the shedding of their blood and seizing their money, and portraying them as being a small 
group of outlaws deviating from the path of the believers, and whose ideas are ideas of 
extremism, militancy, isolation, and harshness that have nothing to do with the mercy of Islam, 
its tolerance, and leniency. Among the funny things I have heard in this regard is what some so-
called analysts and experts in the affairs of Islamic groups said to the effect that the constitution 
of the Al-Qa'ida Organization calls for the killing of anyone who breaks away from it. We tell 
these slanderers, who are not ashamed of spreading blatant lies, prove this if you are truthful. 
Show us this constitution in which you found this paragraph, and we guarantee to you that we 
will distribute on the widest level and on all fronts. Al-Qa'ida Organization and its leaders are 
too noble and pure to sink to the rotten level of such nonsense. They are not committers of 
arbitrary deeds and impulsive acts or advocates of imaginary temporal interests, nor do they 
tread aimlessly in their march. Rather, they base their methodology on clear legal evidence, and 
well-founded Islamic fundamentals, and definite doctrinal constants, and anyone can see the 
milestones of their journey, on one condition; namely, he should be unbiased in his quest for the 
truth and facts, and should not be blinded by hostility, jealousy, or sheer ignorance. Also among 
the methods which we spoke about is focusing on interpretive issues followed by the Mujahidin 
on the basis of legal interpretation and actual need, and making them the central focus of 
criticism and considering them to be categorically flagrant mistakes which cannot be accepted or 
rectified, and furthermore, moving by way of these mistakes to pass their unfair judgments 
without verification, deliberation, or proof. The most prominent example of this are the 
bombings with which the Mujahidin target the dens of infidel legislation, centers of criminal 
intelligence, military barracks, and elsewhere, as happened in Algeria, and before that in the 
Arabian Peninsula. These blessed acts are portrayed as having targeted mainly, if not solely, the 
ordinary people and the powerless. The criminality and compound apostasy, which was 
targeted, hide behind a scene which moves emotions and whips up storms and is carried by the 
news media. 
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Third, among the greatest methods used in the ideological war is the issuing of fatwas (religious 
rulings), or rather, the procuring of fatwas, which incriminate the Jihad and the Mujahidin; 
describe them with well-known, repulsive legal terms, such as bandits, Khawarij (the oldest 
religious sect of Islam), and even Karamathians, extreme fanatics, and the like; and accuse them 
of treachery and treason. These muftis have become experts in perverting the source texts and 
are accustomed to bending their necks. They do not even see anything wrong with occasionally 
breaking them if they refuse to be flexible. In fact, states now form special committees of 
scholars to debate the Mujahidin who are repressed behind prison bars, like what is happening 
in the Arabian Peninsula, where they are following the tradition of the Egyptian Government. 
So, tell me, what do you expect from someone who sees the sword above him, the rug in front of 
him, and the preacher dictating to him the proof and evidence for the obligation of obeying the 
ruler? The Mujahidin and their scholars have always called for an open, public debate without 
conditions or restrictions. So, why didn't these scholars accept the offer and confront evidence 
with evidence before the hands were placed in shackles? In a further attempt by the region's 
agents to besiege the Jihadist methodology, there are intensive and continuous efforts to codify 
the sources of the fatwa and prohibit and incriminate deviation in the issuing or requesting of 
fatwas from the channels which they will specify. The mission of those official channels will be to 
chant the praise of the tyrants, beat the drums for them, and justify their hideous deeds while at 
the same time slandering the Mujahidin, stirring up misconceptions about their actions, and 
issuing stringent fatwas against them. 
 
Fourth, strengthening and backing some of the methodologies adopted by Islamic movements 
far removed from Jihad, particularly those with a democratic approach and those groups which 
melt and bend the source texts and iron them out so that they agree with the civilization, 
culture, and methodologies of the West, and portraying these groups as the moderate, balanced, 
reasonable, and civilized alternative, and accordingly, pushing these groups into ideological 
conflict with the Jihadist groups, feeding that conflict and busying the Mujahidin with it. This is 
one of the steps meant to isolate the Mujahidin inside their societies and place them in front of a 
torrential flood of ideas and methodologies which find backing, empowerment, and publicity 
from numerous parties. Finally, when these groups' mission is over, a cold shoulder will be 
turned to them, upon which they will realize that they were only used to harm their brothers. 
 
Fifth, killing, capturing, incapacitating, or defaming the guiding Jihadist symbols, and isolating 
them and preventing their voice from reaching the people, and emptying the arena of them or 
restricting them as much as possible, after which the Mujahidin will be without an authority in 
which they can put their full confidence and which directs and guides them, allays their 
misconceptions, and regulates their march with knowledge, understanding, and wisdom. This 
will lead to the intervention of some of those who have not fully matured on this path or who are 
hostile to them in the first place, to spread whatever ideas and opinions they want and to cause 
disarray and darkness in the right vision which every Mujahid must have. 
 
Sixth, blowing out of proportion some of the minor, interpretive disputes, which might occur 
among the Mujahidin; considering them as doctrinal-methodological disputes; inventing new 
names and descriptions for those groups on the basis of these disputes; and making it an inroad 
for them to fan the flames of differences, level accusations, and spread rumors, to be able, by 
way of that, to turn minor interpretive disputes open to discussion into something portrayed as 
being deep, contradictory methodological differences on the basis of which groups are 
categorized as being moderate, middle-of-the-road, or extremist. There is no doubt that the 
atmosphere that reaches this degree of tension become a protected incubator and safe haven for 
rumormongers, deserters, and demoralizers, and the door is left wide open for defamation, 
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casting doubts, and making accusations and slanders. At that point, no matter how the 
Mujahidin try to explain the truth, remove the misconception, and reply to the accusations, their 
voice will be like the voice of someone with a hoarse throat in the middle of thousands of people 
shouting with one voice, a voice which is today represented by all news media without exception. 
We seek help from God. I say that what these enemies call the war of ideas, and consider it to be 
something new invented by their minds, is a type of war pursued by the minds of the infidel 
Quraysh's champions and those hypocrite serpents who followed in their footsteps from the 
outset of the call of the prophet, God's peace and blessing be upon him. It is a war which we 
might call the war of defamation, casting of doubts, and distortion. After they were beaten by 
argument and overcome by clear proof and were unable to con front it and their weakness in 
front of it became clear, they impugned its carrier and preacher and described at as a sorcerer 
and great liar or tutored, a man possessed, or a soothsayer, as the Koran related from their 
predecessors: "Similarly, no apostle came to the peoples before them, but they said (of him) in 
like manner, a sorcerer, or one possessed" (Koranic verse, Az-zariyat, 51:52) And when this 
argument did not succeed and they found themselves the object of derision due to their making 
of it -- provided that everyone bore witness to the trustfulness of the prophet, God's peace and 
blessing be upon him, the integrity of his intellect, the clarity of his decision, and the 
comprehensiveness of his call -- they used the policy of incitation, interference, shouting, and 
abuse to prevent the people from listening to his voice and hearing his arguments, which is the 
argument of the bankrupt every time and is identical to what is perpetrated by the lowly media, 
whatever their inclinations and techniques. "The unbelievers say: Listen not to this Qur'an, but 
talk at random in the midst of its (reading), that ye may gain the upper hand!" (Koranic verse, 
Fussilat, 41:26) 
 
(Interviewer) What do you mean by the methodology of melting and bending which you 
mentioned? 
 
(Al-Libi) This methodology is one of the things with which our Islamic nation has been afflicted 
in this age and with which many of those who are described as thinkers, enlightened ones, or 
moderates have been seduced. The essence of this methodology is melting the facts of the 
religion and then bending and subduing them to agree with personal understandings, outlooks, 
and convictions, especially with regard to the issues which are felt to oppose or clash with some 
of the issues which the Westerners have publicized. Thus, we find these benders sparing no 
effort and leaving no stone unturned to prove the agreement of Islam with what these 
Westerners believe and the identicalness of its rules to it and even its predating of it. 
Regrettably, this virus has afflicted many of the Muslim scholars and preachers to the point 
where they have become the heads of this school. These are the scholars upon whose shoulders 
God placed the preaching of the Message and its dissemination among the people as is without 
distortion or fraud and without being deterred from that by temptation or intimidation, as God 
says: "(It is the practice of those) who preach the Messages of Allah, and fear Him, and fear none 
but Allah. And enough is Allah to call (men) to account." (Koranic verse, Al-Ahzab, 33:39) So, 
the school of melting and bending has turned all issues of religion into legitimate territory for its 
intellects to trespass on, their ideas to lick, and their research to tackle, and no deterrent or 
barrier comes between them and that. This is one of the major disasters of the age. The Koran 
has explained this truth and revealed the innermost thoughts of its people and their motivations 
for what they do; namely, perversity and deviance of the heart, which we summarize here in 
being seduced by the culture of the West and being carried away by the temptation of thought 
and speculation. God, the Glorious and Great, says: "But those in whose hearts is perversity 
follow the part thereof that is allegorical, seeking discord, and searching for its hidden 
meanings." (Koranic verse, Al Imran, 3:7) The messenger of God, peace and blessing be upon 
him, recited this verse, then said, "If you should see those who pursue that of it which is 
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susceptible to different interpretations, then those are the ones who God named, so beware 
them." Thus, the Muslim, in order to save his religion and protect himself from perversity and 
from being lost in the wilderness of misguidance, must beware of them and warn against them, 
and not be deceived by the names, titles, fame, and so on. This is because what they are engaged 
in is polluting our Islamic sources and desecration of our unique and pure concepts, which Islam 
has been keen to preserve with their independence in their terms, meanings, and content, to 
prevent the leaking of any impurity to cloud this pure spring. And in this regard is the story of 
the prophet, God's peace and blessing be upon him, when Umar (the second Orthodox caliph in 
Islam), with whom God was pleased, came to him and said, "We hear from the Jews sayings 
which we like. Do you permit us to write down some of them?" He replied, "Are all of you also 
confused like the Jews and Christians were confused? I have brought it to you pure and white, 
and were Moses alive, he would have no choice but to follow it." Today, you see that no sooner 
has a Western thinker or intellectual opened his mouth and praised something which Islam 
brought than it is turned into proof of the credibility of Islam, as if we are in need of these sorts 
of testimonies. What is worse and more dangerous than this is that those who have these loose 
ideas have started to bend Islamic concepts for these concepts to be a true witness to the 
correctness of many facets of the Western culture, which clashes totally with Islam in meaning 
as well as in terminology. I believe that we are in need of a sufficient, comprehensive study of 
the basics and foundations of this school of perversity and falsification in order to pull it up by 
the roots and make clear the danger it poses to the axioms of the religion, the extent of its 
corruption of Islamic concepts, and its total opposition to the path of surrender of the heart and 
regulation of understanding taken by the predecessors and the well-versed scholars after them. I 
also bring to the attention of those who have committed the sin of consolidating the notions of 
this school and spread corruption in the facts of the religion to curry favor with the infidel West, 
that this will not make them pleased with you, and that the day of your real big loss is when you 
hear the applause of the infidel West for the ideas and its satisfaction with your culture. They 
want us to get closer to them by compromising on our religion one thing after another and 
untying its knots one by one, and they see nothing wrong with showing for that, even 
temporarily, some flexibility and open-mindedness, but without compromising in reality on any 
of their doctrines, constants, and ideas, as God, the Glorious and Great, said: "Their desire is 
that thou shouldst be pliant, so would they be pliant. (Koranic verse, Al-Qalam, 68:9) God also 
says: "Never will the Jews or the Christians be satisfied with thee unless thou follow their form 
of religion." (Koranic verse, Al-Baqara, 2:120) So, we tell these benders who melt the facts of the 
religion what our Lord, the Glorious and Great, said: "Say: The guidance of Allah, that is the 
(only) guidance. Wert thou to follow their desires after the knowledge which hath reached thee, 
then wouldst thou find neither protector nor helper against Allah." (Koranic verse, Al-Baqara, 
2:120) 
 
(Interviewer) You mentioned in the first pivot of the ideological war that Jihad is built on fixed 
bases and firm foundations, and that it is these which the Crusader enemy and its underlings are 
trying to undermine. Can you explain to us the most important of these foundations and pillars? 
 
(Al-Libi) The first of these foundations and most important of them, in my view, is the definite 
belief that Jihad is a legal act of worship, and in fact, is one of the greatest acts of worship 
commended by God in His Book and by His Messenger, peace be upon him, in his Sunna. 
Understanding this concept deeply and correctly automatically makes a person treat Jihad in the 
same way he treats prayer, fasting, the Hajj, and other rites of Islam. Jihad is not an option 
equivalent to other options to be picked from among them. Jihad is not an alternative to other 
independent means which have their own identity and boundaries. 
 
(Interviewer) Excuse me for interrupting, but is not Jihad a means and not an end? 
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(Al-Libi) This phrase is correct if it is correctly understood. However, many of those who repeat 
it make a mistake in realizing its substance, perhaps intentionally. Jihad is a means to t he 
greatest of ends and goals, which is unifying God, the Glorious and Great, and achieving His 
worship on earth, which will only completely and comprehensively happen through Jihad, and 
the nobility of the means is in proportion to the nobility of the end. God says: "And fight them 
on until there is no more Tumult or oppression, and there prevail justice and faith in Allah. 
(Koranic verse, Al-Baqara, 2:193) In other words, unless you fight them, there will be tumult, 
and tumult is infidelity and polytheism, as the interpreters have said. In the agreed-upon hadith 
from Ibn-Umar, with whom God was pleased, he said that the Messenger of God, peace be upon 
him, said, "I have been ordered to fight the people until they testify that there is no God but 
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah." Jihad is also a means to rescue the weak 
and oppressed and lift tyranny and repression from them, as Almighty God said: "And why 
should ye not fight in the cause of Allah and of those who, being weak, are ill-treated (and 
oppressed)?-Men, women, and children, whose cry is: Our Lord! Rescue us from this town, 
whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from thee one who will protect; and raise for us 
from thee one who will help." (Koranic verse, Al-Nisa, 4:75) However, although Jihad is a means 
through which these noble ends and others are reached, God, the Most High, has made it an end 
in itself, when looking at it from another perspective: With it the people of faith are tested, the 
bad is separated from the good, the status of the truthful and sincere is raised, and the lights of 
guidance and paths of success are opened for the believer in the affairs of his religion. God says: 
"And We shall try you until We test those among you who strive their utmost and persevere in 
patience; and We shall try your reported (mettle). (Koranic verse, Muhammad, 47:31) And He 
said: "Did ye think that ye would enter Heaven without Allah testing those of you who fought 
hard (In His Cause) and remained steadfast?" (Koranic verse, Al Imran, 3:142) And He said: 
"And those who strive in Our (cause),- We will certainly guide them to our Paths: For verily 
Allah is with those who do right." (Koranic verse, Al-Ankabut, 29:69) And since establishing the 
religion, empowering the Shari'ah, and removing the humiliation which the Muslims are 
suffering is by no means whatsoever possible except through Jihad in the cause of God, and 
since it is the only way to achieve these ends, what is the point of the continuous droning about 
making Jihad a means and not an end, while using an erroneous definition of the word means in 
this context? The prophet, may God's peace and blessing be upon him, said: "No people 
abandon Jihad without Allah covering them with torment." And he, may God's peace and 
blessing be upon him, said: "Whoever dies without raiding or helping to raid dies on a branch of 
hypocrisy." When the jurists, may God have mercy on them, classified acts of worship into those 
intended in and of themselves, and those intended for others, they have never even imagined the 
definition of means, which is held up by many contemporaries, who have made this phrase a 
cushion from which to abandon Jihad, shirk its burdens, and search for alternatives with which 
they claim they will reach the same goal the Jihad will reach. Regrettably, would it that they had 
protected that goal from desecration and the disturbance by minds and desires, but instead, they 
corrupted the end in the same way they perverted the means. They were negligent with the 
objective just like they took lightly what leads to it. That is only because of their stripping Jihad 
of its devotional meaning and cutting it off from the world of the hereafter. The truth is that 
there is no act of worship which is not an objective in and of itself from one perspective and a 
means from another perspective. Prayer, for example, is a means to prevent indecency and evil, 
as Almighty God says, "And establish regular Prayer: for Prayer restrains from shameful and 
unjust deeds." (Koranic verse, Al-Ankabut, 29:45) So, let no one say that I have achieved my 
goal of refraining from indecency and evil in another way not involving prayer, and so abandon 
it because of that. This is because we say that prayer is an act of worship which Islam ordered, 
forbade its abandonment, warned against taking it lightly, threatened the one negligent in 
performing it, and laid down etiquette and rules concerning it. The same goes for every act of 
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worship, which is a means to win the pleasure of God and win His Gardens and affection 
endowed with fear of him. Almighty God says: "O ye people! Adore your Guardian-Lord, who 
created you and those who came before you, that ye may have the chance to learn 
righteousness." (Koranic verse, Al-Baqara, 2:21) And at the same time, it is meant for itself, 
whether as an obligation or a desirable deed, and Jihad is one of these acts of worship, and in 
fact, is at their peak and at the top of their pyramid, as the prophet, may God's peace and 
blessing be upon him, said, "And the pinnacle of its hump is Jihad." 
 
(Interviewer) Let us go back to the issue of the pillars on which the Jihadist methodology stands. 
 
(Al-Libi) Yes. I said that the first foundation and main base in this issue is complete faith and 
definite belief that Jihad is a divine devotion to which we have been commanded and that we 
must make every effort to perform it in the same way we perform prayer, fasting, Hajj, and other 
devotions. Many of the groups which took the path of Jihad first were beset by blemishes and 
flaws because of their confused understanding of this fact, as Jihad was, or became, in their 
imagination a mere dry means like other earthly means by way of which strivers strive to 
establish states. So, when darkness permitted this concept, it was easy for them to abandon 
Jihad and jump to the ballot boxes as another option equal to the devotion of Jihad, and 
therefore, they made it an alternative to it. Thus, we see in the contemporary terminology the 
popularization of terms like the option of Jihad, the option of resistance, by which they also 
mean Jihad, the option of arms, the option of combat, and the option of struggle, and so on to 
the last of this hateful modern series. As for us, we say the devotion of Jihad, and when we add 
the word devotion to Jihad, this makes it spring from submission, obedience, surrender, and 
abandonment of choice when ordered. 
 
As for the second pillar on which the Jihadist methodology stands, it is that this devotion which 
we perform and which we make every effort we can to bring to life has as its first objective the 
establishment of the religion and the rule of Shari'ah and making the creatures worship their 
Creator. So, it is a noble means to a great end, which is not defiled by the pollution of patriotism, 
the filth of nationalism, the stain of nationalism, or the rigging of whims. And it is the lofty 
concept which the Koran and Sunna express with the phrase "in the cause of God." In other 
words, it is in obedience to God, the Glorious and Great. This motive must be clearly defined in 
the depths of the soul, just as it must be active and tangible in practical pursuits. This is why it is 
related in the authentic hadith from Abu-Musa that he said: "A man came to the prophet, may 
God's peace and blessing be upon him, and said, one man fights for booty, another man fights 
for fame, and another fights to show off, so which of them is in the cause of God?" He replied: 
"The one who fights for the supremacy of God's word is in the cause of God." And he, peace be 
upon him, said, "He who fights under an ambiguous banner out of partisan anger, calls to 
partisanship, or aids partisanship and is killed, is one killed in the time of ignorance (pre-
Islamic times)." On the basis of this fundamental, we caution some of the Islamic groups, among 
them HAMAS, which are risking the blood of their sons and pushing them into useless battles, 
and we call on them to cleanse and empty their Jihad of contemporary pagan pollutants and of 
the terms which Satan made to appear pretty to them but which are like wind in the desert on 
the balance of Shari'ah, such as patriotism, nationalism, the unity of fate, the higher interests, 
and the other slogans which are repeated many times daily by their officials and leaders. None of 
this has any place in the religion of God, the Glorious and Great, and it is one of the major 
catastrophes resulting from the failure to appreciate this genuine pillar of the Jihadist 
methodology. Therefore, let our intent be clear, our target defined, and our objective declared: 
The establishment of God's religion in its complete and comprehensive sense which is 
articulated by the statement of God: "And religion is wholly for Allah." It is an objective for 
which we make sacrifices and for whose establishment we pour out our blood and give of our 
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efforts, and everything else, whatever its value, is less than that. That is why we do not accept 
the least compromise regarding it, nor do we agree to make it the subject of research, review, 
and giving and taking even if holding on to it leads to the total annihilation of our groups. We 
are not better in that regard than the People of the Ditch. So, there is no room for respecting 
international legitimacy, or for observing the charters of the United Nations, nor for referring to 
the resolutions of the UN Security Council, nor for sanctifying the charter of the Arab League. 
All of these organizations with everything and everyone in them are not worth an ant to us. 
 
As for the third pillar on which the Jihadist methodology stands, it is loyalty and disloyalty, in 
doctrine, concept, behavior, and action. This deep concept of faith, which is the strongest knot of 
faith, as the authentic hadith says, is among the most important and greatest of the things on 
which the Jihadist methodology is founded. Any scratching or playing with it means to shake 
and disturb the Jihadist march from inside and liquefy it in an ugly way by giving precedence to 
imaginary so-called interests with which the fundamental of religion and its mainstay is 
destroyed. Loyalty includes the right of help, aid, love, and affection. It must be based on one 
foundation as firm as the mountains; namely, faith. The Muslims are one nation, from their east 
to their west and from their north to their south, and equal in that are the red and the black, the 
Arab and the non-Arab, and the near and the far. Almighty God says: "The believers, men and 
women, are protectors one of another." (Koranic verse, At-Tauba, 9:71) The prophet, peace be 
upon him, said: "The parable of the believers in their mutual love, mercy, and sympathy is that 
of the body: If one of its limbs falls ill, the rest of the body responds to it with sleeplessness and 
fever." So, there is no consideration given to color, nor to race, tribe, borders, farness, or 
nearness. It is the same whether he is in Africa, Asia, Europe, America, or Australia. Rather, 
what counts is faith and piety. The one who is pulled back by his deeds is not pushed forward by 
his affiliation. The rooting of this concept in our hearts obligates us to adopt the causes of the 
Muslims and have the real feeling which leads to action to the effect that their happiness is our 
happiness, their sadness is our sadness, their tragedy is our tragedy, and their security is our 
security. There is nothing connected with the Muslims which we could possibly call an internal 
issue and thus shirk our duty of helping when we are able, declaring our loyalty, and performing 
the rights of faith-based brotherhood. So, the general rule which stems from this deep-rooted 
concept is what the prophet, may God's peace and blessing be upon him, made clear with his 
statement, "Help your brother, be he the oppressor or the oppressed." A man said, "O 
Messenger of God, I can help him when oppressed, but how can I help him when he is the 
oppressor?" He replied, "Prevent him from oppressing, and by that you have helped him." And 
the hadith is agreed upon. 
 
As for the concept of disloyalty, it implies unending hostility and continuous hatred between 
faith and its people on one side and infidelity and its party on the other. The infidels, all infidels, 
are our enemies, and we neither are loyal to them, nor befriend them, or love them. How can we 
love or be friendly with those whom God has made His enemy? We treat them as the imam of 
true Muslims and father of prophets, Abraham, peace be upon him, said, "We are clear of you 
and of whatever ye worship besides Allah. we have rejected you, and there has arisen, between 
us and you, enmity and hatred for ever,- unless ye believe in Allah and Him alone." (Koranic 
verse, Al-Mumtahinah, 60:4) So, we do not distinguish between a patriotic infidel and an alien 
infidel, between a local infidel and a foreign infidel, or between an invading occupier and an 
apostate helper. Accordingly, we are not of those who make the ties of allegiance, nationality, 
citizenship, relationship, or so on. The believer is our brother, even if he be the farthest of the far 
in his dwelling and (Interviewer) Does this mean that you will open battlefronts with all of these 
sects which you mentioned at the same time? 
 
(Al-Libi) No, that is not what I mean, nor is it legally or rationally desirable. I have not been 

15



talking about the issue of fighting from the perspective of when we should begin, with whom we 
should begin, and how we should begin. That is a question subject to legal policy based on the 
predominant interest and dependant on ability. It is also a question of setting priorities, which 
the Islamic Shari'ah has made clear, as Almighty God says: "O ye who believe! fight the 
unbelievers who gird you about, and let them find firmness in you: and know that Allah is with 
those who fear Him." (Koranic verse, At-Tauba, 9:123) Jihad, like other acts of worship, is 
contingent on capacity and capability, as God says: "On no soul doth Allah place a burden 
greater than it can bear." (Koranic verse, Al-Baqara, 2:286) Rather, my talk dealt with the 
nature of relationship on which Islam is founded, between its people who belong to it and others 
from the people of the other religions. That relationship, whenever it is on the correct, clear 
doctrinal basis, this Jihadist march is disciplined and free of the methodology of melting and 
bending, which now has its advocates, thinkers, and theorists. Yes, we believe that al l of earth 
must be under the rule of Islam, with no exception made for the smallest part of it. This is 
because our prophet, peace and blessing be upon him, was sent to all people without exception. 
But this in no way means that we will fight all of the peoples of the earth at the same time to 
subjugate them to Islamic Shari'ah. Islam did not order us to do that, but rather, ordered us to 
fight the nearest, then the next nearest of those who refuse to submit to Islamic rule, and begin 
with the closest, then the next closest. And in this way, the circle widens until all submit to the 
rule of God. We are now at the first step and the beginning of the road as we are striving to 
restore of territories taken over by the infidels of the Jews, the Christians, and their apostate 
helpers, the traitorous rulers. This is the duty of the Muslims today to find for themselves a 
foothold where they can establish their state which will rule them by Islam and under which 
they will be shaded and in whose justice they will bask. 
 
(Interviewer) Speaking of the issue of priorities in fighting, there are some who propose 
beginning with fighting the apostate governments, taking into consideration that they are the 
enemy closest to the Muslims instead of the Americans and the other infidel coalitions. 
 
(Al-Libi) There is no doubt that the original, confirmed ruling laid down by the noble verse and 
attested by the biography of the prophet, may God's peace and blessing be upon him, and 
practiced by his companions after him, is that we begin fighting the nearest, then the next 
nearest, as God says: " O ye who believe! fight the unbelievers who gird you about." (Koranic 
verse, At-Tauba, 9:123) But this is when the situation is uniform and regular. In other words, 
this means when things are going normally so that the Mujahidin move in their conquests from 
the nearest to those adjoining them. This verse is one of the strongest proofs that Jihad is not 
stopped by borders nor limited to the defensive form alone, as many modern defeatists try to 
establish. In any case, the jurists who spoke about this issue and clarified its ruling stipulated 
that there are numerous situations in which it is better to start by fighting the farther enemy and 
giving priority to him over the others. Among those situations is if the farther enemy is more 
harmful and dangerous to the Muslims and their religion, and assessing this is the job of the 
commanders of the Mujahidin, who decide, after consultation and review, which of the enemies 
is more deserving of beginning with, in light of any of the accepted legal considerations. So, the 
issue is not a definite textual issue that is not open to discussion, study, and preference 
according to reality, need, ability, and interest. Rather, the Shari'ah has given a free hand in it 
and given consideration to interest and assessment. Furthermore, the question of special 
nearness and farness in our modern age does not have the same significance it once had when 
we examine facts, because the types of weapons used - aircraft, missiles, and the like - have 
penetrated borders and broken through barriers, and now cross continents and oceans and 
target the Muslims as they sit in their houses with their families. The relations which tie the 
major infidel states to the statelets and their apostate governments are close, overlapping 
relations on all the political, economic, military, and cultural levels. So, in general, they are a 
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single entity, a single enemy, and a single army. They are a single hand against us and the battle 
they are waging against us is a single battle, which either the infidel Crusader states adopt 
themselves or is taken up by their traitorous proxies who reign over the Muslim peoples. This is 
in addition to the heavy military presence of those states, led by America, on the very soil of the 
Muslims. It (America) kills, sabotage, destroy, violate their honor, plunder their resources, and 
impose on them its policies and laws. The apostate regimes with these states are like troops with 
their commander, or rather, like slaves with their master, making not a sound and speaking not 
a whisper. All of us know that smashing this modern idol and inflicting defeat on it will 
automatically mean the weakening of these emaciated governments of treason, which will be 
buried with their god to whom they were devoted and be thrown with it into the dustbin of 
history without being mourned. The Mujahidin today are in the situation of repelling the enemy 
and confronting its fierce attack on the Muslim countries. Thus, the option of beginning fighting 
with this enemy or that does not really have much meaning now. And even the one who wants to 
begin by fighting the apostate regimes dominating the Muslim lands will find himself after a 
short while, if not from day one, confronting in one way or another the Crusader forces, led by 
America. And thus, he will stand face-to-face with the enemy he used to consider and suppose to 
be the farther and avoided fighting first. So, with our enemies today, their near is near and their 
far is near, and the role the Mujahidin play in choosing the time of the confrontation is to try 
and aim as much as they can to wage the decisive battle which suits their abilities, has factors for 
success, saves them from a lot of effort, and leads to the elimination of the greater enemy which 
spreads corruption and ruin and under whose wings the regimes of tyranny and torture develop 
and prosper. 
 
(Interviewer) You indicated previously that it is obligatory on the Muslims in general and the 
Mujahidin in particular to bring into being a place or state to serve as their main base for 
spreading the religion of Islam all over the world. As you know, the Mujahidin in Iraq have 
announced the setting up of the Islamic State of Iraq. So, how do you view this step taken by our 
brothers there? 
 
(Al-Libi) The truth is that I consider the declaration of setting up of an Islamic State by our 
brother Mujahidin in Iraq to be pure God-given success and to be part of the guidance which 
God has guaranteed for His worshippers the Mujahidin in His statement: "And those who strive 
in Our cause, We will certainly guide them to our paths." (Koranic verse, Al-Ankabut, 29:69) In 
fact, I have no doubt that it is from God's defense of the believers who help His religion and 
Book, as he says: "Verily Allah will defend (from ill) those who believe: verily, Allah loveth not 
any that is a traitor to faith, or show ingratitude." (Koranic verse, Al-Hajj, 22:38) So, the Jihad 
in Iraq before the declaration of the state was moving toward a dangerous, deadly slide, but 
stealthily and secretly. What revealed this slide and uncovered that lethal abyss was the 
declaration of the setting up of the state. As a result, the occupier enemy fell into an unenviable 
predicament, as this step disrupted all its calculations and shuffled all its cards. This is because 
the plan which the enemy had before the declaration of the state was the creation of a puppet 
government of Sunnis, which would be somewhat acceptable and recognized by the neighboring 
weevil states, particularly the states of Al Sa'ud and Jordan, both of which played the largest part 
in this conspiracy. They began to blow the trumpet of defending the Sunnis in Iraq and pretend 
to be concerned for their lives, and the media began to exaggerate this issue in produce it in 
various forms. We do not mean here that our brothers, the Sunnis in Iraq, were not and are not 
suffering the most hideous forms of the Rafidite (derogatory form used against Shiites) and 
Crusader criminality. No, what I mean is that the constant droning about this issue by states 
audacious in their hypocrisy and criminality was part of a major conspiracy being hatched 
against the Jihad and Mujahidin in Iraq. After the torture and killing of the Sunnis had reached 
its utmost degree and everyone in Iraq and outside it had been convinced that they had reached 
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the pinnacle of suffering, a political theatrical would be fabricated for them to produce a 
government with a Sunni majority, and the states of the region would rush to support and 
strengthen it and polish its picture. So, the Sunnis in Iraq would be told that you have got what 
you wanted and won what you were asking for, and you have been saved from the abattoirs of 
the Rafidites and the massacres of the Crusaders, so enjoy a secular puppet government for 
which the near and the far have beaten the drum. And whoever would object to that so-called 
"Sunni" government would find himself an eccentric outcast, as he would be trying with his 
actions to destroy this big edifice won by the Sunnis in Iraq and under whose umbrella and 
protection they live. And in this way the curtain would fall on the sacrifices of the heroes, the 
tears of the widows, and the suffering of the orphans to be blown away by the storm of 
celebration, support, polishing, and artificial heroisms with which that hypothetical government 
would appear. But God saved and rescued the Iraqi Jihad from a crushing blow which would 
have brought it back to square one. This was achieved by the declaration of the setting up of the 
Islamic State of Iraq. 
 
(Interviewer) But as you know, many of the Mujahidin inside and outside Iraq believe that this 
step was not in the interest of the Jihad and the Mujahidin. 
 
(Al-Libi) As far as I can see, and God knows best, the objection by these virtuous ones to the 
declaration of the Islamic State of Iraq has been blown out of proportion. What our brothers 
embarked on in terms of the declaration is a step the least that could be said about it is that it is 
the discretionary judgment of a large group and a wide segment of the Mujahidin, and it should 
be dealt with on this basis. We should move on from this stage to the stage of direction, 
guidance, backing, strengthening, closing of ranks, and constant striving for what is better and 
fuller. We should not stop at the point of the declaration and portray it as if it is the deathblow 
for the Jihad in Iraq. This is although the facts on the ground demonstrate otherwise and reveal 
the major positive aspects which have appeared one after the other after the declaration of the 
state. We should not close our eyes to the greatest gain in this declaration, which is the rescuing 
of the Jihad in Iraq from an eradication program which would have destroyed its foundations. 
This is the fact which the enemy realized before the friend. To say that this step was not in the 
interest of the Jihad and Mujahidin is not correct at all, and it is a feigning of ignorance which 
clashes directly with the reality in which the caravan of Jihad in Iraq is moving. The truth is that 
when we want to assess anything and arrive at a sound and fair conclusion, we must weigh the 
positive and negative aspects which this or that act includes. "They ask thee concerning wine 
and gambling. Say: "In them is great sin, and some profit, for men; but the sin is greater than 
the profit." (Koranic verse, Al-Baqara, 2:219) So, it may be that one positive aspect, due to its 
weight, strength, and predominance, drowns hundreds of negative aspects in its wake, and vice 
versa. Those who talk about the great project of Islamic civilization, cling to the model form of it, 
and make it their gauge in the success or failure of any work have not really gone down to the 
realistic field of work, have not come into contact with the details of events, and have not looked 
deeply at the degree of plotting, deception, and intrigues which the minds of the chiefs of 
infidelity produce day after day. So, tell me: Will this project of civilization which the minds 
enjoy imagining and swim in the seas of its fantasy be born overnight, complete, strong, and 
filling the horizon with its prosperity, civilization, and vigor? Or will the goings on of reality and 
the direction of its events be totally reflected on it in its strength, size, and expanse, except that 
it will resist and be resisted, will do its best and will get stronger and ascend until it approaches 
slowly but surely the stage of perfection, which will only be after a period of decades and not in a 
day or two? 
 
(Interviewer) In your view, what is the most important of the dangers which the brothers in the 
Islamic State of Iraq face at this stage? 
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(Al-Libi) As I told you, the declaration of the state was a big surprise to the occupier enemy by 
all standards, as the automatic conviction of the Iraqi people became that the state is the 
immediate and only replacement which will succeed the occupier when it pulls out, God willing. 
And with the consecutive blows taken by the Crusaders at the hands of the Mujahidin there and 
the increasing internal pressures for the Bush administration, and with the severe threat they 
feel from the Muslims' setting up of a state with full independence on all levels, the concern of 
the occupier has become making this project fail and burying it alive in the cradle in any way 
possible. This includes pulling out this conviction which has settled in the hearts of Iraqis with 
the declaration of the state. After that, they will create for them any replacements they wish. The 
most successful method in this regard was spreading and feeding internal differences among the 
Mujahidin, exploiting some of the points on which their views differ, exaggerating them, 
consolidating the rift through them, attempting to infiltrate the ranks to play with the Jihadist 
methodology from the inside, and committing some ugly actions and attributing them to the 
Mujahidin to make the people dislike them. Thus, the Mujahidin will become preoccupied with 
themselves and busy with the endless chain of their own problems. So, their energies will be 
depleted, their efforts wasted, and the trust among them will disappear. This is why I liken the 
situation of our brothers in the Islamic State of Iraq to that of someone walking in a minefield in 
pitch-black darkness. This requires of them total alertness, constant probing of the danger spots, 
comprehensive awareness of the types of conspiracies, and insight which reveals to them the 
way of the criminals. Their decisions should also spring from a comprehensive view of events, 
independent treatment of issues, sensing of responsibility at every step, and total aloofness from 
the policy of reactions and responding to provocation. This is because this is an extremely 
critical and delicate stage, and emerging from it safely means full victory and total 
empowerment, God willing. 
 
(Interviewer) The fact is, there are many hot issues which we wanted to take up in this interview, 
like issues of Palestine, Algeria, Somalia, the Arabian Peninsula, and others. And perhaps we 
will have another opportunity for the talk to be more comprehensive and complete. But do you 
have a closing statement to the Mujahidin in particular and the nation in general? 
 
(Al-Libi) I say that the stage which the global Jihad is passing through is one of the most critical 
stages, and the methods of confrontation used by the two camps are not the least bit equal, but 
what works to our advantage, after taking the accepted precautions--is our honesty with God, 
the Glorious and Great, and our deep and strong faith that God is with us. This require s from us 
submission to God and humbleness in front of Him and distancing ourselves from arrogance, 
vanity, and conceit. This is the most important thing with which we advise our brother 
Mujahidin in all arenas of Jihad. Their trust in God should be great and their conviction of the 
soundness of their methodology firm. They should put in front of their eyes the statement of 
God, the Most High, in which He reminds the noble companions of His favoring them by aiding 
them on the Day of Badr despite their fewness and weakness: "Allah had helped you at Badr, 
when ye were a contemptible little force; then fear Allah. thus May ye show your gratitude." 
(Koranic verse, Al Imran, 3:123) And they of all people should be the most fearful of disobeying 
God, because is it logical for us to disobey our Lord, Exalted is He, and then ask Him to help us? 
I also advise them to close their ranks and unite and remove every obstacle which comes 
between them and that, because all dispute is evil, even if we imagined that there is benefit in it 
and we claimed through it reform. This is with preservation of the safety of the methodology and 
the clarity of the objectives and cleansing them from any stain which sullies their purity, like 
pre-Islamic fanaticism, nationalism, patriotism, and the like. If the infidels, who have 
contradictory religions and inharmonious hearts, have come together and agreed and 
compromised with each other and formed coalitions in consolidation of their higher interests 
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represented by the elimination of Islam, then how about us, the Muslims, when our religion is 
one, our creed is one, our Lord is One, and our prophet, God's peace and blessing be upon him, 
is one: Are not we more deserving of this honor and this virtue? 
 
As for the Islamic nation, I tell it: Rejoice, for by God, the darkness of tyranny and repression is 
about to fall away, and the suns of truth have begun to send they rays slowly but surely. That 
wouldn't have happened servility, submission, and surrender and by fleeing from the places of 
danger and risk, but this cloud began to lift through the sacrifices of your righteous sons, 
sacrifices which mixed the blood of the martyr with the sweat of the weary and the tears of the 
bereaved. So, have patience, our beloved nation, for victory is an hour of patience. "On that Day 
shall the Believers rejoice with the help of Allah. He helps whom He will, and He is exalted in 
might, most merciful." (Koranic verse, Ar-Rum, 30:4) 
 
(Interviewer) As we close this interview, we thank Shaykh Abu-Yahya, and we ask God to benefit 
through his knowledge and reward him well on behalf of Islam and Muslims. 
 
(Al-Libi) And you too, may God reward you for your effort and striving, and we beseech God to 
bless it. Peace be upon you and the mercy of God and His blessings. 
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