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Class times cause 
scheduling conflicts 

Once again the boundaries of time 10 .1 o .2000 
and space have made Haverford classes 
more difficult, with lectures and labs pre- Volume 33 
dominantly held during the middle of the Number 5 
day causing gridlock. As a result, students 28 pages 
compromise their schedules and are forced ~------------___. ____ _ 
to negotiate teeming masses at the lunch
time rush. 

Lee Watkins, head of the Registrar's 
office, determines the unpopularity of 
early morning classes among night owl 
students to be the primary problem. This 
semester one professor requested an early 
seminar time, and only four students 
signed up. For such reasons, most teach
ers are unwilling to request ElJl early time 
slot. 
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"Women in Leadership 
Forum" presents local 
Democratic candidates 

Introducing to the college commu
nity three local women Democratic can
didates for the Pennsylvania state legisla
ture, the Bryn Mawr College Democrats, 
in conjunction with the Pennslyvania Col
lege Democrats and Pennsylvania Young 
Democrats, sponsored a "Women in Lead
ership Forum" in Thomas Great Hall last 
Friday. The event, hosted by Bryn Mawr 
College Democrats Co-Presidents Heather 
Moss '02 and lmy Berry '04, attracted a 
fair student turnout. Pennsylvania State 
Representative Connie Williams, candi
date for Pennsylvania State Senate Lynn 
Yeakel, and Pennsylvania State Senator 
Allyson Schwartz were each featured 
speakers. 
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Debate showing at Stokes 
well-attended 

Last Tuesday's debate between Vice I 
President Al Gore and Governor George 
W. Bush of Texas, projected in Stokes 
Auditorium, was well-attended by Haver
ford and Bryn Mawr students, who reacted 
loudly to the candidates' positions, gaffs 
and jokes. The debate was organized by 
the Commission on Presidential Debates, 
an organization funded mainly by corpo
rations, and projected at Haverford by the 
Haverford Democrats and their party af
filiates . 
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HC alumni giving rate 
increases despite drop in 
rank 

One factor determining the increas
ingly important U.S. News college rank
ing is alumni giving, which makes up five 
percent of the overall rating. Recently 
Haverford College was ranked 15th for 
alumni giving, a drop from their previous 
position. However, at Haverford alumni 
giving has increased, only at a slower rate 
than other institutions. 
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Jamie Carr ("Sewing with a Needle's 
Line" p. 14-16) is a junior at Haverford. 
He is majoring in Comparative Literature 
focusing primari!y on Spanish and Latin. 
He plans to study abroad next semester at 
the University of Seville, Spain. 

RADHA KARNAD 

Radha Karnad ("Association of 
International Students faces questions old 
and new" p.16) is an international student 
from India. The AIS's International 
Student Orientation made one of the 
biggest differences in her freshman 

experience and that is why she feels it is 
an important part of the Bryn Mawr 
community. She is a double major in 
Biology and Anthropology, is a pre-med, 
and a member of the class of 2003. She is 
very interested in theater, and is a Beatles 
and Dave Matthews Band fanatic! 

BETH HOWLETI 

Beth Howlett ("A Question of Equality" 
p.17) is a 1999 graduate of Bryn Mawr's 
East Asian Studies department. She 
researched and wrote her thesis, the 
second part of which appears this week, 
for her Senior Conference with Bryn 
Mawr 's Professor Michael Nylan of 

History, Political Science and East Asian 
, Studies, and former Haverford professor 

Matt Mizenko. 

JONITHA KEYMOORE 

Jonitha Keymoore ("Death Cab for Cutie: 
· We Have the Facts and We're Voting Yes" 

p. 21) is a sophomore psychology major 
at Bryn Mawr. This is her first arts review 
for the Bi~Co. 

BEN ALLEN 

Ben Allen ("Hiding Behind the Math 
Phobia" p. 25) is a junior math major at 
Haverford with an inexplicable 

p.26 
p.7 

p.28 

resemblance to John Cusack. He plays 
Ultimate Frisbee and chess. He is the 
regular contributer of the News From 
Around the World section, but he will 
write about anything else if it upsets him 
enough. 

MATT JOYCE 

Matt Joyce ("Expanding the Borders of 
Customs" p.25) comes from a farm in 
Freeport, Maine. He is going to major in 
history (most likely). He is a peer 
awareness facilitator. He is also a tutor 
for high school students and is involved 
in street outreach and the Lunt 4th 
Midnight Family Meals Association. He 
is a sophomore at Haverford. 
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control, she encouraged students to vote a 
straight Democratic ticket, and said that 
their votes are important: "We Democrats 
look to Bryn Mawr College as a great 
wealth of votes." 

Williams also spoke of the influence 
that Gloria Steinem has had on her life. 
Recalling the late 1960s, she said, "[I]t was 
really Gloria Steinem whose message went 
right to my heart." 

At the end of her speech, Williams 
commented on Bryn Mawr to much ap
plause, offering the audience, ''I must tell 
you ... the women I know who went to Bryn 
Mawr are the smartest women I ever met." 

Lynn Yeakel, Democratic candidate 
for Pennsylvania Senate (District 13), laid 
out in her speech "one observation, two re
minders of obligations, three rules of real
~ty and four lessons in leadership" pertain
mg to women in politics. Sharing her ob
servation that it is "a tradition among 
women" to perpetuate the belief that older 
means wiser, Yeakel advised that ·'we 
should never underestimate our ability to 
l~ad, no matter what our age," and high
lighted the accomplishments of Amelia 
Earhart, Rosa Parks and Eleanor Roosevelt 
who each made her mark at a distinct point 
in her life. 

after their respective groups, the College 
Democrats and the Young Democrats, 
merged a few weeks ago. Berry came to 
Bryn Mawr this year wanting to start a 
chapter of the Young Democrats. As there 
was already a newly-formed College 
Democrats group on campus from spring 
semester, Moss said, the two groups com
bined. There are now over 100 people on 
the Democrats' email list, and another 20 
signed up at the forum, said Moss. 

Only Yeakel was originally scheduled 
to speak at the event, Moss said but later 
the scope of the forum was broadened, and 
Schwartz and Williams were also invited. 
Margulies' speaking costs were not to have 

I 
been paid by the BMC Democrats, said 
Moss, so they lost no money on the event. 

Attendee Jennifer Gwatkin (BMC 
'02_) said she was st:uck that so many stayed 
to listen t? the candidates despite Margulies' 
cancellation, and was "impressed that they 
[the candidates] were all here" and that 
"they all value Bryn Mawr votes." She ex
plained. "It made 
politics feel more 
tangible to me." 

Helen Free
man (BMC '02). 
who Friday regis
tered 20 new vot
ers, said she "really 
liked Lynn Yeakel's 
speech. I liked how 
she presented ev
erything in a clear 
way." 

e ac s , 
- Only seven of 
the 50 senators in 
the Prnnsylvania 
State Legislature 
are women 

- Julianna 
Margulies was 

' originally 
scheduled to 
attend the forum 

Class time.s at ~averford are more unbalanced than ever; early morning classes are 
scarce while mid-day classes predominate. 

Yeakel connected her advice to her 
own experiences, in particular her advocacy 
of pro-choice issues. Discussing the fact 
that women have historically been pre
vented from assuming leadership roles, she 
expressed the idea that "everything up to 
now has been a first draft, and we did not 
write it," urging that it is the obligation of 
women today to "build into society a whole 
new era of ethics." 

Pennsylvania State Senatqr (District 
4) Allyson Schwartz, a graduate of 
Simmons College and Bryn Mawr's School 
of Social Work, highlighted the fact that 
only seven out of the 50 senators in the 
Pennsylvania State Legislature are women 
and explained why she believes it is im
portant for women to vote in November. 
"It's not only about electing the right 
women," she said. "[I]t also makes a dif
ference for women to get out and vote and 
make ,their priorities known," Schwartz 
pointed ciut, underlining the role of the gen
der gap in voting. 

Christine 
Rose (BMC '03), 
herself a Republi
can, said she came 
to the forum because she was "interested 
in hearing" what candidates on the other 
side. had to say. Regarding Yeakel's pro
cho1ce stance, Rose said she believes 
Yeakel's opponent Dick Tilghman "has 
shown he is also a strong advocate" and 
would not otherwise have procured the en
dorsement of Planned Parenthood and 
NARAL. 

Class times cause 
scheduling conflicts 

Once again the boundaries of time 
and space have made Haverford classes I 
more difficult, with lectures and labs pre
dominantly held during the middle of the 
day causing gridlock. As a result, students 
compromise their schedules and are forced 
to negotiate teeming masses at the Dining 
Center rush. 

Lee Watkins, head of the Registrar's 
Office, determines the unpopularity of early 
morning classes among night-owl students 
to be the primary 

ing conflicts. 
Students are concerned with having 

to make heavy choices between a schedule 
they want to have and the schedule avail
able to ~m. The problem is exacerbated 
considering that classes on both ends of the 
bi-co community use nearly the same 
schedule. 

Watkins reported that due to more 
teachers going on leave, the number of 
classes is almost always smaller during the 
s~cond semester. In addition, the comple
uon of the new Integrated Science build
ing will provide more class space for the 
science department. 

Focusing mostly on the national race, 
Schwartz touched on the issues of social 
se~~rity, Medicare, the economy and the 
m1htary. She argued that while young 

>>Sam Hartman women today might see their reproductive problem. This se
mester, for in
stance, one profes
s or requested an 
early seminar time, 
and only four stu
dents signed up. 
For such reasons, 
most professors are 
unwilling to re
quest an early time 
slot. 

e acs 1---------------_J rights as secure, this is not at all the case 
saying that George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney "would like to outlaw abortion" and 
would "make sure every nominee they put 
forward for the Supreme Court would be 
pro-life." 

"I know where I stand, but I'm not as 
informed as I could be," said Sara 
Brownscbidle (BMC '03), explaining why 
she came to the forum. She added that al
though she supports the Democratic ticket, 
and thought the forum was important, there 
is not as much discussion of political is
sues at Bryn Mawr as she would like. 
"That's the thing about this community," 
she said, "it feels like there's only one way 
to think." 

This semes
ter. Haverford is 
holding 256 

- 256 classes are 
being offered at 
Haverford this 
semester 

- Only foreign 
languages classes 
are held at 8:30 
on Monday, 
Wednesday and 
Friday 

classes, a relatively 
high number for a school its size, but of ! 
these relatively few mee~ in the early morn
ing. The only Monday, Wednesday and Fri
day 8:30 a.m. classes are in foreign lan
guages, and the only class scheduled for 
Tuesdays and Thursdays early birds is Bi
ology 200. 

Though Haverford adverti~es having 
relatively small class size, large classes, 
especially introductory classes, are not un
common, but available and adequate class 
spaces are. There are only three rooms on 
campus that can seat 35 students, and only 
two that can handle more. Hence these 
spaces are always sought out by more than 
one professor, and remain filled through- 1 
out the class day, creating further schedul-

"Women in Leadership 
Forum" presents local 
Democratic candidates 

'.'This election is about your rights, 
Introducing to the college commu- your bfe and your future," she said, point

nity three local women Democratic can- mg out that Bryn Mawr College, a com
didates for the·Pennsylvania state legisla- mu.nity of 1200 people, has the power to 
ture, the Bryn Mawr College Democrats, swmg an election, and if united, "alone 
in conjunction with the Pennsylvania Col- could elect Lynn Yeakel." "Believe in the 
lege Democrats and Pennsylvania Young power of your vote," she concluded. "Un
Democrats, sponsored a "Women in Lead- derstand that Pennsylvania will be where 
ership Forum" in Thomas Great Hall last this election is won or lost for this coun
Friday. The event, hosted by Bryn Mawr try." 

Many Mawrters at the forum had 
changed their voter registrations from their 
home states to Pennsylvania, including 
Lauren Hanna (BMC '03), who said she has 
changed her voter registration to Pennsyl
vania "because it's a swing state." Hanna 
saw the forum as serving important func
tions - presenting candidates and 
"encourag[ing] women to come out and 
vote." Katie Phillips (BMC '03) concurred. 
"It would be good if they did this more of
ten, not just during the national election," 
~he said, and described herself as "really 
impressed by how the new organization 
[Bryn Mawr College Democrats] was able 
to do this." College Democrats Co-Presidents Heather Originally scheduled to speak at the 

Moss '02 and Imy Berry '04, was held at 1 l event, actress Julianna Margulies of 
p.m. and attr;icted a fair student turnout. television's ER canceled her engagement 
Pennsylvania State Representative Connie at the last minute due to a personal emer- >>Juliana Rosati, wit/1 reporti11g by Lnks/1111i 
Williams, candidate for Pennsylvania State gency, according to Chris Winters, presi- t Gandhi and Christi11c~-cCluskey 
Senate l.:ynn Yeakel, and Pennsylvania State dent of ~he Pennsylvania Young Democrats. -
Senator Allyson Schwartz were each fea- Accordmg to Moss, Margulies is speaking Debate show1"ng well-

. tured speakers. at many Democratic Party events this fall 
Barnard College and Wharton School in support of Al Gore, and Bryn Mawr was .attended in HC's Stokes 

graduate Connie Williams, running for re- the only college on her list of speaking en- Auditorium 
election in the l49th legislative district, gagements. Winters apologized to students 
underscored the low percentage of women for the disappointment but stressed that the 
in the state's congress, saying that "Penn- true focus of the event was "you [the stu-
sylvania is still in the backwaters." Describ- dents], women in leadership, and the future 
ing herself as a lifelong "champion of re- of this country." 
productive rights" and an advocate of gun Moss and Berry organized the event 

Last Tuesday's debate between 
Vice President Al Gore and Governor 
George W. Bush of Texas, projected in 

Briefs continued on next page 



Briefs continued from last page 

Stokes Auditorium, was well-attended by 
Haverford and Bryn Mawr students, who 
reacted loudly to the candidates' positions, 
gaffs and jokes. The debate was organized 
by the Commission on Presidential Debates, 
an organization funded mainly by corpora
tions, and projected at Haverford by the Ha
verford Democrats and their party affiliates. 

Moderated by Jim Lehrer, a head an
chor and editor with PBS, the candidates 
spoke about energy consumption and the 
environment, abortion, appointments to the 
Supreme Court, a discussion of foreign policy 
dominated by a discussion of the situation in 
Yugoslavia, military readiness, education and 
social security, among other topics. 

Gore's statement that he would make 
$10,000 of college tuition tax-deductible each 
year drew a huge cheer from the Stokes au
dience. 

Although debates are generally held to 
help undecided voters chose a candidate, both 
Bush and Gore seemed to preach to the choir, 
making the sort of statements that would be 
cheered by the party faithful had that been 
allowed in the University of Massachusetts 
venue. Bush seemed unaccustomed to speak
ing to a quiet crowd, pausing after the usual 
Republican cheer lines and seeming a bit flus
tered when no applause arose. Gore, gener
ally accepted as the more accomplished de
bater, avoided making that mistake, but he 
did interrupt Bush on several occasions and 
his body language loudly spoke impatience 
with Bush's side of the debate. 

Angie Klein, BMC '04, a Republican, 
said, "I thought Al Gore came across as arro
gant and overbearing. George W. Bush was 

more open, and seemed less scripted." 
Self-described independent David 

Greenberg, HC '04, responded, "I was some
what disappointed in the debate. I thought 
that both of them established their positions 
clearly -- Gore more eloquently than Bush -
- but never got to actually discussing why 
their proposals were better in concrete terms." ' 

In Stokes following the debate, the as
pect discussed the most, aside from the is
sues, was Bush's use of personal attacks on 
Gore. In response to one of Gore's positions 
on funding for medication for seniors, Bush 
stated, "I'm beginning to think, not only did 
[Gore] invent the Internet, but he invented 
the calculator." Later, when Gore asserted that 
Bush would overturn the landmark decision 
Roe v. Wade, Lehrer asked Bush if he thought 
Gore was right about that assertion. Bush 
replied, "Sounds like the vice president is not 
very right many times tonight," drawing 
laughter and catcalls from the Stokes audi
ence. 

Said Haverford Democrats Co-Presi
dent Robert Donati, ·~'I was taken aback by 
Bush's barbs, his crack about the Internet. 
After the theme of his convention acceptance 
speech, 'I'm changing the tone of American 
politics,' it was disappointing to notice that 
the tone tonight wasn't a change for the bet
ter." 

Each candidate tended to repeat cer
tain phrases over and over. Gore emphasized 
that Bush's tax-cut plan would benefit the top 
one percent of Americans, while Bush re
peated variations on the allegation that Gore 
was using "fuzzy math" to describe his own 
budget plans. 

Greenberg said, "You could tell easily 
that Gore was told by focus groups how the 

tax cut of Bush only would affect one per
cent and Bush was told to respond that Gore 
was quoting 'fuzzy math.' It was insincere. 
They think that the people can be duped by 
statistics and maxims. It's probably true, but 
it's still an insult." 

Ralph Nader, the Green Party candi
date, and Reform Party candidate Pat 
Buchanan were not invited to participate in 
the debate, having failed to fulfill the require
ments of the debate commission. 

Although Nader was given a ticket to 
attend on Tuesday by a Northeastern Uni
versity student, representatives of the com
mission turned him away at the door, saying 
he was not an invited guest. "It's already been 
decided that whether or not you have a ticket, 
you are not welcome in the debate," John 
Bezeris, a representative of the debate com
mission, told Nader [The Miami Herald 
online, Oct.4 edition]. 

The attendance at Stokes was near-ca
pacity; students were lured not only by the 
candidates, but by free pizza and soda pro
vided by the Democratic Party. Said Donati, 
"It was a relief to see so many people there. I 
was very pleased with the amount of support 
the Gore campaign and the Young Democrats 
provided." Donati complained, however, 
about political activism on the campus: "Po
litical participation isn't very high on people's 
priorities. In the Haverford community, in 
particular, it's alarming; activism is our im
age." 

Klein responded, "Students in general 
seemed to be turned off by politics. We have 
a lot of cynicism because of the scandals and 

Briefs continued on next page 

Take aim at a career that will 
put your future on target. 

A lot of companies say. / Of course there's 
room for growth. We have plenty of 
opportunity for achievement." But once you're 
hired, you're trapped in a job with limited 
career mobility. 

M&f Bank is committed to the development 
of our people. We off er high achic."Vers the 
opportunity to make an immediate .impact by 
working on high profile 'project~ with senior 
management and the ability to move 
throughout the organization. 

If you're a go-getter with lofty goals, submit 
your resume to explore our Management 
Development Program with a variety of 
opportunities to help you hit your mark. 

!1 M&TBank Corporation 
[ www.mandtbank.com J 



Briefs continued from last page fident that the previous progress will con- 1132. around porch, Vickers expressed her 
----------------1 tinue. 1brough visits, mailings, phonathons gratitude to Facilities Services for see-
the money. But unless we get involved and and the work of class agents, the office has >>Jessica Bluebond-Langner ing the project through from start to fin-
voice ouropinions, nothing will everchange." successfully solicited contributions. Emily "--------------------; ish, and thanked several other depart-

Speaking to the same issue, Davis, director of Annual Giving, explained men ts, including Housekeeping and 
Greenberg said, "It's important that every- that the fund has tried to be more aware of Faculty, students get an Computing Services, for preparing the 
one gets involved. But I think it's more younger alumni when making appeals. • 'd I k t G t building for opening. 
important to learn about the process and the Annual Giving recently has enabled lnSI e 00 a a eway Vickers explained in her speech 
issues and try to make an informed deci- its website to allow alumni to contribute Building that the building is important for three 
sion than to be an activist. I don't think stu- securely via Internet, and it is now possible main reasons. First, she pointed out, it 
dent apathy is more widespread than any for alumni to designate their contribution Officially presenting to the public helps make the entrance to the college 
other apathy." to what they perceive as Haverford's great- the new location of several important de- more visible and may preclude visitors 

Greenberg continued, "All I've heard est need: academic support, athletics, li- partments at Bryn Mawr, a reception was from becoming lost. It also consolidates 
about this election is how the candidates are brary services, performing and fine arts, held last Tuesday celebrating the recent three vital departments -Admissions, Fi
finally talking about the issues. As far as I scholarships/financial aid, or student life. opening of the Gateway Building. Fae- nancial Aid, and Public Relations - un
can see, it's little improvement. I want to Assistance with phonathons and se- ulty, staff and a handful of students at- der one roof. Third, referring to the 
vote for a candidate I believe is qualified nior gift initiatives is currently needed. tended to listen to President Nancy College's determination to attract the best 
and intelligent, and will actually speak sub- Those interested in helping with the efforts Vickers ' comments and take self-guided and brightesl young women, Vickers antici
stantively about the issues. I don't think ei- of Annual Giving can contact Emelie tours. Standing on the "inviting" wrap-
ther Gore or Bush qualifies." Collet, an Annual Giving Associate, at 896- Briefs continued on next page 

>>Ariel Hansen 

HC alumni giving rate 
increases despite drop in 
rank 

In recent years, the U.S. News and 
World Report college rankings have 
gained more and more importance, as the 
rank given by the magazine can sizably af
fect future admissions for a college or uni
versity. One of factor determining the U.S. 
News college rankings is alumni giving, 
which makes up five percent of the overall 
rating. Recently Haverford College was 
ranked 15th for alumni giving, a drop from 
its previous position. 

At Haverford, alumni giving in fact 
has increased, but at a slower rate than other 
institutions. 

Money raised by Haverford's Annual 
Giving goes into "The Haverford Fund." 
According to the Alumni Giving Phonathon 
Book, the Fund "helps provide immediate 
support to the college. This money is used 
for current budget priorities including: fi
nancial aid, student resources, and faculty I 
salaries." 

The book states that there are "three 
primary sources of income" at Haverford: 
tuition and fees, endowment income, and 
gifts. According to the Phonathon Book, 
"Tuition and fees cover approximately 70 
percent of actual cost of educating each stu
dent per year. Alumni and parent support 
to the Haverford Fund help bridge the gap." 

In contrast to the drop in the U.S. 
News and World Report rankings, over the 
last few years, the Haverford Fund has 
steadily grown. During the period 1995-96, 
the fund totaled $1,875,331; in 1997-98, 
$2,043,369; and in 1999-2000, $2,675,373. 
In the last year the Haverford Fund experi
enced a 26 percent increase. Alumni par
ticipation has remained constant at 48 per
cent in the last two years. 

While Haverford Fund has increased, 
its growth has not been as significant as that 
of other institutions. Haverford College has 
only 10,000 living alumni, compared to an 
institution such as Swarthmore, with 18,000 
living alumni. Of HC's alums, 50 percent 
are under the age of 35. 

Studies have found that many alumni 
typically do not start giving to their alma 
matter until they are older and more estab
lished financially. The Haverford alumni of
fice, through articles in its alumni publica
tion, has questioned the accuracy of such 
statistics. Depending on a college's defini
tion of an alum (someone who' attended ver
sus someone who graduated), the age of its 
alumni, or the total number of its living 
alumni, schools will yield different results 
in their giving statistics, the office has said. 

Regardless of the U.S. News rankings, 
Haverford has taken notable strides towards 
increasing the Haverford Fund, and the 
Office of Institutional Advancement is con-

Your ideas in adion. Interested? 

At McKinsey you will apply your intellect to solving the most complex and stimulating issues of the moment. Shape and 
influence an exceptionally diverse range of organizations from every sector of industry and every part of the globe. Define 
your role, your career and to a very great degree, your world. 

By joining McKinsey as a Business Analyst. you gain exposure to an expansive scope of industries, companies and 
perspectives. As members of the cross-tenure teams we assemble to address clients' needs, Business Analysts collaborate 
with senior consultants on every part of the consulting process, from identifying issues, to researching solutions, from 
presenting to senior management teams, to working side-by-side with clients to implement recommendations. 

McKinsey & Company is a professional services firm ~h over 80 offices worldwide. Our ~·~ management consult~nts 
help senior managers of the world's leading companies solve complex problems surrounding issues of strategy, operations, 
and organization. 

For more infonnation and to apply, please visit our web site. The application deadline is October 12, 2000. 

Contact infonnation: 
Rhonda Aiken, Recruiter 
75 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116 
(617) 753-2059 
•-mail:. rhonda_aiken@mcklnsey.com 

www.mckinsey.com 
An equal opportunity employer. 



Is your spiritual life boring? 

Looking for a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ? 
Ready for more of Him in spontaneous 

church life? Everyone functions. 
Ifs informal. simple and beautiful. 

We invite you to the following free Christian conference with: 

Gene Edwards, 
noted author and speaker on the deeper Christian life 

Saturday, October 14th -10:00AM & 7:00PM 
Sunday, October 15th -10:00AM 

Summit Inn Hotel 
351 E. Township Line Road, Upper Darby, .pA 

( 610) 449-6000 

Gene will sign books at following bookstores: 

WellSpring Bookstore King of Prussia Mall, 
Friday, Oct. 13th - 4:00PM 
Saturday, Oct. 14t11

- 3:30PM 

Border's Bookstore Springfield, PA 
Friday, Oct. 13th - 7:00PM 

(Among the books he will be signing; Tale Of Three Kings, Divine Romance 
The Story Of My Life As Told By Jesus Christ,) 

For more info call: {610) 394-9565 
or e-mail to ecclessiara;,hotmail.com 

The inaugural public event for the newly-created Center for Ethnicities, Communities, and Social 
Policy at Bryn Mawr College, last Thursday's panel addressed the topic of "Shaping the Local 
Agenda in the New Milleniurn, Community Organizations in the Greater Philadelphia Area." Those 
seated in front of the large audience were, from left to right, opening presenter and Professor of 
Anthropology Rick Davis; moderator and highly-recognized filmmaker Louis Massiah of Scribe 
Video; and representatives of Congresso de Latinos Unidos; Painted Bride Art Center; Asian Ameri
cans United; and Kensington Welfare Rights Union. 

Briefs continued from last page Safety measures added 
f-----'---------------1 to Rhoads Halloween 

pated that the Gateway facility will play a key role 
in achieving this goal in the new century. 

The Gateway Building is a renovation and 
extension of the Clarke House, designed by Frank 
Furness in the 1800s, and once contained the Owl 
Bookstore. The new construction has doubled the 
size of the original structure. Admissions is housed 
on the first and second floors, Public Relations 
on the second floor, and Financial Aid on the third. 

>>Heather MacC/intock 

Party 

The Rhoads Halloween Party, 
scheduled this year for Saturday, Oct. 28, 
and free to the tri-co community, has 
been a Bryn Mawr tradition for many 
years, with the student party planning com
mittee working around the clock in Octo
ber to make the party a success come Hal-
loween weekend. 

This year much thought and planning 
has happened between students organizing 
the event and Director of Public Safety John 
Maloney, including meetings between the 
two groups aimed at obviating the occur
rences of the 1999 dance party. 

Last year, in spite of the planning on 
I the part of a four-woman committee, and a 
I policy of having no alcohol served at or 

brought to the event, a string of serious in
cidents of over-intoxication, rowdiness, and 
lack of crowd control turned the festive 
event on its head, forcing Public Safety to 
close down the party an hour early. The 
most serious set of problems that night in

volved nine reported cases of alcohol poi
soning on the part of six BMC students and 
three students from HC. 

Most of the drinking occurred at Bryn 

BRYN MAWR KAPLAN CENTER • 950 Haverfcrd Rd. 

Mawr and Haverford campus pre-parties, 
"wet" events in dorm rooms where some 
students become over-intoxicated downing 
alcohol in anticipation of the "dry" party. 

. When a~ked about the precautions to 
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be taken this year, Maloney stated that un
like in past years, the door security is to be 
strict, aiming to bar entrance to anyone sus
pected to be under the influence. When 
asked about the problem posed by pre-par
ties, Maloney simply said such parties could 
not be prevented. 

As an additional safety measures, 
many more security guards and volunteers 
will be present at the dance, and there will 
be other stringent entry policies. No tri-co 
student will be admitted without showing 
his or her student ID, and no guest -- lim
ited to just one per tri-co ID -- will be ad
mitted without a $5 ticket purchased in ad
vance. 

It is hoped that because of the added 
security, and the fact that the dance is tak
ing place on Parents' Weekend for both 
Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges, that 
the amount of alcohol-related incidents will 
remain at a minimum. 

>>Lauryn Wheeler with Rachel Nielsen 
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. RIME BLOTTE Approximately two hours later, the leak was 
capped and the buildings reopened. 

Haverford College 

SUNDAY, OCT.I 
1:44 a.m. 
A security officer observed a group 

of individuals standing in the tree line be
hind Fine Arts, drinking from a keg of beer. 
The students were advised of the College's 
alcohol policy, and the keg and tap were 
confiscated. 

11:07 a.m. 
A window in the Campus Center, fac

ing Coursey Road, had an undetermined 
object thrown against the window, which 
caused the outer pane qf the insulated glass 
to break. There were beer bottles hidden in 
the shrubs under this broken window. They 
apparently were left there following a party 
held in the Campus Center oil Saturday 
night. 

TUESDAY, OCT.3 
4:18 p.m. 
A student reported her credit card was 

stolen from her wallet in her backpack 
sometime between Sept. 18 and Oct. 3. 

WEDNESDAY, OCT.~ 
10:30a.m. 
An employee reported the theft of 

money from his desk. 

4:25 p.m. 
An employee reported that a box of 

ribs was stolen from a freezer between Oct. 
3 and Oct. 4. The empty box was found in 
the men's locker room. 

Bryn Mawr College 

MONDAY, SEPT. 25 
1:19 PM 
A resident student reported that her 

car was broken into while parked overnight 
on Morris Avenue and her wallet stolen. The 
Lower Merion Police were called. 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 26 
2:40PM 
A resident of Erdman Hall reported 

that her credit card number was fraudulently 
used at several local clothing stores. The 

Help Wanted 
(Part Time) 
Become a part-time tutor! 
Flex. hrs. - Math, Science, 
Reading, Study Skills, En
glish, and SAT Prep. in Math 
and Verbal. High SAT score 
in either Math or Verbal re
quired. Minimum 2 years of 
college. Must have car. Free 
SAT training. $15 per hr. A+ 
Tutoring Service 
215.886.9188 

CLASSIFIED AD 

SPRING BREAK 2001! 
CANCUN & BAHAMAS. EAT, 
DRINK, TRAVEL FOR FREE, 

I WANTED CAMPUS REPS! Call USA 
SPRING BREAK, toll free (877) 460-
6077, for trip information and rates. 25 
Continuous Years of Student Travel! 

www.usaspringbreak.com. 

credit card was still in possession of the stu
dent. 

3:40PM 
A resident student was taken to the 

Health Center from the Gym with a knee 
injury. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 27 
9:37 AM 
Facilities reported that a contractor 

damaged an underground natural gas line, 
causing a major leak at Batten Drive. Sev
eral buildings were evacuated and fire, po
lice, and gas company personnel responded. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 28 
6:07PM 
Officers responded to the Bryn Mawr 

College tennis courts on a request for medi
cal assistance. Upon arrival, it was decided 
to call for an ambulance, which transported 
a resident student to Bryn Mawr Hospital. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 30 
3:39PM 
A resident of Denbigh Hall reported 

accidentally leaving her wallet in Erdman 
Dining Hall the previous night. When she 
returned to retrieve the wallet, cash and two 
credit cards were missing. The investiga
tion is continuing. 

DESIGN 

Join the design staff 
of the Bi-Co 

Staff positions are open 
at both the print and web 

editions. 

rbowman@haverford.edu 

YOU'RE SMART. 
YOU'RE CEN ERED. 

AND YOU 
HAVEN'T GOT· 
A CLUE. 

Find everything you need to 
know about grad school at 

www.petersons.com/campus 

Gathering information for grad school can be 
absolutely mind-boggling. At Petersons.com, you'll 
find detailed information on programs, student 
loan information, online practice tests and online 
applications. Go to Petersons.com. And un-boggle 
that brilliant mind of yours. 

PETERSONS.COM • THOMSON LEARNING ONLINE ANO 
IN PRINT 

AOL Keyword: 
Peterson's 
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Just because , · 
didn't finish,110esn t 

you mean you don't ha.ve 
to pay tor It. 

Sometimes college doesn't tum out as you expected. But if you took 
out a student loan, you have to pay it back whether or not you stay 

througn,graduation. 1f not you could: be turned down for credit cards, 
car loans, and mortgages. fortunately't'PHEAA has lots of ways to help 

you manage the responsibility. So keep in touch after you leave campus. 
withit • .. or call 1.800.328.0355 
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f RUSTRATION 

only .from 

Colvin Kleen . ... 

The Diversity 
03.reer Forum 
for 
Uidergraduates 
NEWYORK 
Qtober 20th at the 
Marriott V\brld Trade 
Center 

www.brassringdiversity.com 

(i 
DIVERS ITV 

email: 
undergradnewyork@brassring.co 

tel : 888.222.3678 



Goldman, Sachs & Co. 

Firmwide Information Session 
Wednesday, October 11, 2000 

5:45 p.m. Pizza with Goldman Sachs 
6:30 p.m. Firmwide Information Session 

Bryn Mawr Room, Haverford Dining Center, Haverford College 

Interviews 
Equities Division and Investment Management Division: October 26, 2000 

Fixed Income, Currency and Com modi ties Division: November 7, 2000 
Credit Risk Management and Advisory: November 17, 2000 

Investment Banking Division: December 5, 2000 

MINOS. WIDE OPEN~M 
www.gs.com 

Goldman Sachs, an equal opportunity employer, does not discriminate in employment on any basis that is prohibited by federal, stale or local laws.© 2000 Goldman, Sachs & Co. 



Men~s & Women•s EMS® 
Tech Fleece Jacket & Vest. 
The ultimate tech fleece made with 
300 wt. Malden Polartec"'Therma!Pro"' 
fleece, this is the warmest layer111g 
fleece in our outerwear line. 

Jac;ket. #2f0-059.152 (men's) 
#210-059-112 (women's) 
Orig.$99.00.Sale $7999 
Vest. #210-059-131 (men's) 
#210.059-095 (women's) 
Orig.$79.00.Sale $5999 

Men's & Women's EMS l·Layer 
Gore-Tex Expediti!Jn Jacket. . 
Our most aggressive, versatile weather-stopping 
shell. For wlntery days, it zips together .with the 
EMS Glacier Down, Expedition Primalo.ft'" and 
Tech Fleece. 
#210-054-064 (men's) #210-095-863- (women's} 
Orig. $279.00 . 

.. ~ Sale $21999 
4~~~, 

Men's & Women's 
EMS Glacier Sweater & Vest. 
650 goose down fill. Zips into the EMS 2-Layer 
Gore-Tex'-" Expedition jacket for extremely 
cold conditions. 

Sweater. #210-095-139 (men's) 
#210-095-097 (women's) ·v 

Orig. $79.00. Sale $64-99 
Vest. #210-095-118 (men's) 
#210-095-076 (women's) 

Orig. $5~.0~. Sale $44-99 

MERRELL. 
Performance Footwear 



Oh yeah, it's that time again folk<>. It's time to 
delve into the wonderful world of real sports again. 
And you better pay close attention this time because 
I am going to be dishing out my baseball prognosti
cations. Yes ladies and gents, all of my surefire MLB 
playoff picks are contained within ·'Column" this 
week. Of course all the regulars will be present as 
well, because I know most of you need your Dennis 
Miller and Survivor updates like you need the good 
old Bolivian marching .powder. However, I would 
like to start Column off thio; week 'With one of my 
favorite athletes. "Neon" Dernn Sanders. 

He's Done it ;\gain. Last yveek featured one 
of the best football games of the season, a hard-fought 
battle between the Bucs and the Red<>kins. The Skin 
won it in OT 20· 17, and unfortunately, the win was 
setup by a 57-yard punt retum by De1on Sm1ders. If 
there was one player who didn't need an ego boast 
it's The Arrogant One, '·Neon" Deion. Tho-re wa-; 
some good that came of this game though. and it 
was in the form of a ridiculous quote from fhe Ar
rogant One. After the victol). Deion ex.cla1mec. "I 
now know how a wom<m ir, labor feels. Thev \\.att 
nine months and th'"' baby will come. Bo) di'd that 
baby come She wa a big one." Tb way I set it "o; 

that one of t\\io things \\as gomg through Deion ·., 
mind while he uttered th q ote. l 1 He w.i thmk 
ing about the modem\\ y m which g~'ld r rul .ir~ 
~onfipured and was tl)ing ro break down that struc
ture, or 2) ab,;olutely noth.ng. \1y vote 1 for nLm
ber two. A few mor wonderful quote<; like thic; on~ 
and I might propose th~ idea ot a press conference 
with Deion and Tyson for pay-per-vi w only. At the 
moment I really can't think of anything that would 
'1e more entert,dnin . 

\1LB Playoff Picks October 1s a v,.ondcrful 
month. Not onl) 1s the fabulous October Fest occu -
tjng in Munich <home of the be<;t beer m the world 
0 well except Natt) Light of cour'>e). but the MLB 
playoffs are in full effect. Keep in mind Column was 
written Friday, so ill) picks were made before any 
of the initial series ended. In the AL, the chase for 
the pennant will come down to the Yankees and the 
Mariners. The Yankees should be able to pull out 
the series with the younger A's because of their ex
perience, and the Mariners will have no problem fin
ishing off the Sox after grabbing a two game lead. I 
have been picking the Mariners all along to be the 
AL representative in the World Series, and I am not 
about to change my pick now. They will beat the 
Yankees in six games on the strength of better pitch
ing and clutch late game heroics from Edgar 
Martinez. The NL will come down to the Cardinals 
and the Giants .. I still think the Braves might be able 
to come out of the 2-0 hole and beat the Cards, but I 
will give the Cards the benefit of the doubt. The Gi
ants lost game two because of an awful called third 
strike on Bonds. but they will still win the series in 
five. The Giants-Cards series should be a real hard 
fought battle, but I think the Giants pitching will win 
out in the end, setting up a Giants-Mariners World 
Series. And in their first year without Griffey Jr., the 
Mariners will win the World Series. Count on it. 

Dennis Miller line of the week: At one point 
during the game Dennis said to Al Michaels, "Hey 
Al-beeno, use your appreciable clout and get us some 
junior mints in here." Let me point out to my humble 
reader that I cannot read this line without breaking 
out in uncontrollable fits of laughter. "Al-beeno?" I 
guarantee you that when Dennis said this. Al was 
thinking to himself, "just kill me now, I can't be
lieve they have me in the same booth as this baboon." 

Survivor Update: It was an action packed week 
oo Survivor. Apparently angered by the lack of West 
Coast representation on the island, Gary Payton de
cided to try and sneak onto the island. So one night 
he stole a speed boat and snuck onto the island. He 
then woke up Eric Lindros (who is recovering from 

RACHEL FISH 

Freshman Mali Petherbridge has quickly become one of the 
top players on the Bryn Mawr soccer team. 

M~L/
.Petherbridge an asset 
to BMC soccer team 

• 

"Mali Muscles!" 

Barb Litwinski 
Sports Editor 

This nickname given to- freshman forward Mali 
Petherbridge (full name Amalia, pronounced "Molly") by 
the Bryn Mawr soccer team reflects not necessarily 
Petherbridge's physical stature, but her tough, strong 
demeamor. Accordi;ng to goalkeeper Sarah Caldwell. Mali 
is "very aggressive" and has "a good work ethic," at
tributes that have helped Petherbridge win the respect and 
admiration of her teammates in the short time she has spent 
at Bryn Mawr. 

Petherbridge, who hails from Louisville. Colorado. 
not only brings strong principles and perseverance to the 
Bryn Mawr team. but also leadership and experience. As 
a senior in high school. she was captain of the soccer team 
and led the squad to the state semifinals. She also earned 
numerous awards and honors. including an All-State hon
orable mention. All-League honors, her league's Senior 
of the Year award and her school's sportsmanship award. 

Academic excellence and a small, personal envi
ronment attracted Petherbridge to Bryn Mawr. So far she 
feels very welcomed and in place at Bryn Mawr. espe
cially with the soccer team. She describes the atmosphere 
as "very friendly," and says the team is like a sorority 
"without the alcohol.., 

So far this season, Petherbridge has started all 10 
games for Bryn Mawr and has cored one goal and pro
duced two points. She sees a lot of potential in the soccer 
team that can be cultivated through further determination 
and practice. 

• "We have a strong. hard-working team. but it's also 
a young team and we need a little more game expenence." 
says Petherbridge. Mali considers her teammates friends 
and recounts how they often hang out together. watching 
movies and going shopping 

Petherbridge's role model. interestingly. is pioneer 
chimpanzee researcher Jane Goodall. "She made an ef
fort and sacrificed aspects of everyday life to work for 
something she believed in." says Petherbridge. It is this 
work ethic that "Mali Muscles" exhibits every time she 
takes the field. 

------ -----

Cricket: the sport with wickets, 
overs and popping creases 

ing on too long. Haverford matches fall 
into the one-day category, each lasting 
approximately six hours. 

A cricket match is so lengthy be
cause each of the eleven players on a 
team bats until he gets out, either by 
having· his hit caught before it touches 
the ground, by having the bowled ball 
knock over the wickets either directly 
from the bowl or off a deflection, or by 
having a fielder knock over the wicket 
while the batter is away from it (in the 
act of trying to score a run). Getting a 
batter out by knocking over a wicket is 
referred to as "taking a wicket," which 
is a recorded stat, along with overs 
bowled, runs scored, and runs allowed. 

Eric Seideman 
Staff Writer 

If you 're anything like me, you 
read the blurbs about cricket in the Bi
Co, say to yourself"alright we won!" 
or "damn, we lost!" and move on 
quickly to the next item. You wouldn 't 
know a wicket if you tripped over it 
while crossing Cope Field, and you 
think cricket is baseball with a tea 
break in the middle. 

While cricket may resemble 
baseball on the outside, its roots go 
way back, long before Abner 
Doubleday (famed inventor of base
ball) was even alive. Cricket began in 
England over 300 years ago and has 
bee_n played in America since before 
the Civil War. In fact, one of the first 
intercollegiate competitions of any 
kind was an 1864 cricket match be
tween Haverford and Penn, won by 
Haverford, of course. The history of 
Haverford cricket, as well as all other 
things cricket, can be found in the C.C. 
Morris Cricket wing of the James P. 
Magill Library. Amazingly, the C.C. 
Morris Cricket wing is the most com
prehensive compilation of cricket in· 
formation and memorabilia in the en-

tire Western Hemisphere. 
But before you camp out in the 

Morris wing of the library and memo
rize the history of cricket, it might be 
useful to actually understand the 
game. Cricket is similar to baseball in 
that the offensive goal is to score runs 
by hittmg a ball, and the defensive 
goal is to prevent your opponent from 
scoring runs by getting them out. 
However, where a very long baseball 
game may last around four hours, an 
average cricket match lasts much 
longer. "There are, two types of cricket 
matches, a test match and a one-day 
match," says Nick Saunders, senior 
captain of the Haverford XI. "A test 
match is played over the span of five 
days in which each team gets to bat 
twice. They finish batting when their 
whole team is out. If the match isn't 
finished within those five days, it is a 
draw. This is cricket in its pure form." 

Saunders explains that in a one
day match, each team bats only once 
and finishes batting when one of two 
things happens: the whole side gets 
out, or a pre-set number of"overs" ex
pires. An over equals six balls bowled 
(equivalent to "pitched" in baseball) 
and is used to keep matches from go-

Runs are scored when a batter hits 
the ball and runs from his "popping 
crease" (the area where the wickets are) 
to the opponents popping crease. Hit
ting the ball to or over a set boundary 
can yield up to six runs. With scores 
usually in the hundreds, each batter is 
crucial. 

"Cricket can also be an unforgiv
ing game, as each batsman gets one out 
to work with," Saunders says. "One 
mistake can end the game for you." 

You might still trip over the wick
ets, but at least now you will know what 
they are. Don't take them though. Leave 
that to Nick Saunders and the rest of 
the Haverford XI, the top-ranked var
sity cricket team in the country (but also 
the only varsity cricket team in the coun
try). 



Haverfo ____ 
-' 

Milan Mitra 
Sta ff Writer 

Led by a hat trick by freshman forward Tania Mucci, 
Haverford (5-5-1, 3-1-1, as of Oct. 6) erupted for four 
goals in the first half to defeat Bryn Mawr, (1-10, 0-6) 
Wednesday by a total score of 5-0. Captain Margaret Neri 
and junior Claire Sandstrom scored the other two goals. 
The Fords came off disappointing 4-0 loss to The Col
lege of New Jersey, ranked first in the country (Division 
III), but after the win against Bryn Mawr, they now hold 
a four game unbeaten streak in Centennial Conference 
~~ . 

Haverford pressured Bryn Mawr from the start. Al
though the Mawrters' defense held strong for the first 13 
minutes by clearing the ball away from the goal area, they 
could not prevent Mucci from lifting the ball above the 
leaping freshman goalie Sarah Caldwell and into the net. 
Six minutes later, Mucci scored again, receiving a beau
tiful cross pass by Kendra Metzger and shooting it to the 
right of the diving Caldwell. Neri continued the assault a 
few minutes later when she entered the penalty box un
touched. Caldwell came out to challenge her, but Neri 
slid the ball behind her towards the far post and into the 
goal. Claire Sandstrom capped off the scoring in the first 
half, chipping the ball into the goal with five minutes left. 

Mucci scored the fifth and final goal midway 
through the second half. Freshman Patty Jeydel nearly 
scored, but the shot went off the left upright. Mucci was 
there to pick up the loose ball and easily put it into the 
open net to complete her hat trick. Although Bryn Mawr 
was outplayed, the defense prevented the Fords from scor
ing more goals. Mawrters Amy O'Connor and Jenny 
Gapin intercepted several passes, cleared the ball from 
danger, and cut off passing lanes. Sarah Caldwell also 
had a strong game, making tough saves on several Ha
verford breakaways. 

Bryn Mawr's offense had few opportunities to score, 
but when they managed a run, they could not get a qual
ity shot on goal. Both Haverford ·goalkeepers, Jen 
Trowbridge and Morrisa Falk, only had to make one save 
each in the 45 minutes they each played. Bryn Mawr fresh-

Volleyball 
Kills Per Game 
Player Team Class GP Kills 
Mary Alexis Paul JHU Sr 56 298 
Jen Constantino HC Fr 69 307 
Jelyn Meyer HC Fr 43 178 
Lisa Kamin GC Sr 79 300 
Kristen Kowalski FM So 64 233 

Assists 
Player Team Class GP Assist 
Courtney Cromwell JHU So 50 541 
Mary l3oland FM Sr 61 616 
Jessica Rouse WM JR 46 441 
Steph Frank lIC So 68 603 
Lauren Boyd GC So 77 653 

Blocks 
Player Team Class GP SoloB 
Rose Hartmann FM So 42 14 
Alison Ayers BM Jr 54 20 
Lisa Kamin GC Sr 79 32 
Liz Bowen HC Fr 40 4 
Jelyn Meyer HC Fr 43 14 

Aces 
Player Team Class GP Aces 
Emily Green FM Jr 64 48 
Steph Frank HC So 68 45 
Nicole Evans GC Sr 80 51 

r-~~~~~~~~~~--1 

Thea Williamson, HC '04, fights for the ball against Bryn Mawr. 
Haverford won the game 5-0. 

men Mali Petherbridge and Mignon Verdell attempted to move the ball 
up field, but the Fords' midfield and defensive play was too strong. 

"Bryn Mawr played physically and aggressively," said Neri, "But 
in the second half we stepped up our game, played more aggressively, 
and denied them possession of the ball." 

Both Haverford and Bryn Mawr will host Centennial Conference 
opponents Wednesday, as Haverford will take on a solid Franklin & 
Marshall squad, while Bryn Mawr will aim for its first CC win against 
mediocre Ursinus. 

Errors Att. K/GM 
66 722 5.32 
72 719 4.45 
46 380 4.14 
127 680 3.80 
73 548 3.64 

Avg 
10.82 
10.10 
9.59 
8.87 
8.48 

AB Avg 
28 1.00 
26 0.85 
26 0.73 
25 0.73 

contm ue rom p revious page 
his sixth concussion) and con
vinced Eric that he was a bird. 
His mental capacities still 
lacking, Eric believed what 
Gary said and ran to the top of 
the nearest mountain and at
tempted to jump off it and fly 
around the island. Unfortu
nately for Eric, Gary had been 
lying to him; he was not actu
ally a bird, and instead of fly
ing around the island he sus
tained fatal wounds when he 
fell directly into a pile of 
rocks. Needless to say, it was 
shocking to the remaining sur
vivors to wake up and see 
Gary Payton in the place of 
Eric. "The Reverand" Reggie 
White proclaimed that God 
should decide who was to stay 
on the island, and he yelled to 
the Heavens, "Lord, cast your 
judgement on who will be 
kicked off the island." At that 
moment a lightning bolt ap
peared from the Heavens and 
struck Reggie directly in the 
forehead. It turns out that God 
is a gay female of mixed Chi
nese and Mexican heritage. 
For those of you that don't re
member, two years ago Reggie 
spoke out against gays, 
women, Chinese people, and 
Mexican people. I guess good 
ole' Reggie missed the boat on 
that one. So the remaining 
people on the island are the 
newly arrived Gary Payton, 
Mike Tyson, John Daly, Tiger 
Woods, Anna Kournikova, 
Tonya Harding, and Martina 
Navritilova. Email me at 
dsilver@haverford.edu with 
your suggestion on who 
should get the boot. I'm outta 
here like Vladimir. 

16 0.70 Senior and co-captain Robin Herlands is leading the Haverford field hockey 
team in goals an assists. She currently has seven goals and four assists for 18 

Avg 
points on the season and scored the first two goals ( 40 seconds apart) in the 
Fords' 5-0 win on Tuesday against Nuemann. In her career, she has tallied 20 

0.75 goals and 21 assists for a total 61 points, just three shy of tying the Haverford 
0.66 points record, and her 21 assists are already a Haverford record. 
0.64 

One free pizza for her 
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Anya Salkowski-Bartlett, HC '01, prepares to fire. 

HC Volleyball 
Haverford 3, Washington-Md. 0 (15-

2, 15-11, 15-1) 
CHESTERTOWN, Md. (Oct. 4) -

Haverford (19-2, 3-1) was led by freshman 
Jen Constantino's 12 kills, 13 digs and two 
service aces. Frosh Jelyn Meyer recorded 
20 assists and two blocks, while sophomore 
Steph Frank provided 29 assists and nine 
digs. 

Fords win St. Mary's~Md. Invita
tional 

Haverford 3, Goucher 0 (16-14, 15-
13, 15-3) 

Haverford 3, North Carolina 
Wesleyan 2 (4-15, 16-14, 16-14, 9-15, 17-
15) 

Haverford 3, St. Mary's-Md. 0 (15-
3, 15-3, 17-15) 

Haverford 3, Randolph-Macon 
Woman's 0 (15-4, 15-6, 15-2) 

ST. MARY'S CITY, Md. (Sept. 29-
30) - With first-year hitter Jelyn Meyer 
off following 

her school-record 32-kill perfor
mance Wednesday night at Gett)'.sbu~g, 
Haverford still took 12 of 14 games m win
ning the St. Mary's Invitational this week
end. 

The Fords, ranked eighth in the Di
vision III Mid-Atlantic region coaches' I 
poll, rallied to defeat even!Ual. runner-up 
North Carolina Wesleyan m five games 
Friday night. 

Constantino named CC Player of the 
Week 

Coming off of a 22-kill ':1ight.(4.~ k/ 
g) in a five-game marathon against s~x-time 
CC champ Gettysburg, Constantino r~
ceived the MVP award at the St. Marys 
Invitational for her 77 kills (5.5 k/g) (.360) 
and 46 digs (3.29 d/g). In a dramatic five
game win over runner-up N.C. W~sleyan, 
Constantino racked up a career-high and 
school-record 35 kills. 

HC Field Hockey 
Haverford 5, Neumann 0 
ASTON (Oct. 3) - Senior Robin 

Herlands scored two first-half goals in a 
span of 40 seconds to open a Haverford 
whitewash of host Neumann Tuesday. 

Junior Elena Guarinello assisted 
Her lands' first goal, and frosh Liz 
Raskauskas later scored on a feed by 
classmate Mindy Walman to give the 
Fords at 3-0 halftime lead. 

Senior Ellen Knechel (assist Cay 
Miller) and Walman (assist Elizabeth 
Hunt) scored second half goals to sup
port senior Erin Moore's 10-save perfor
mance in goal. 

Franklin & Marshall 3, Haverford 
1 

LANCASTER (Sept. 30) - Jun
ior Kristin McKie converted a penalty 
corner assist from senior Robin Herlands 
and gave Haverford a 1-0 halftime lead, 
but three second-half goals by host F&M 
doomed the Fords in their Centennial 
Conference game last Saturday. 

The goal was stalwart defender 
McKie's second score of the season to go 
with two assists. 

Senior goalie Erin Moore made 14 
saves in cage for the Fords. 

HC Women's Soccer 
College of New Jersey 4, Haverford 

0 
TRENTON (Sept. 29) - The host 

Lions, ranked #1 in NCAA Division III, 
scored two goals in the opening 2:32 of the 
second half to pull away from a 1-0 lead at 
intermission last Friday afternoon. 

Frosh Jen Trowbridge made 13 saves 
in goal for the Fords. 

HC Men's Soccer 
Gettysburg 2, Haverford 0 
GETTYSBURG (Oct. 3) - Jeremy 

Shapiro and Malcom Thomas scored for 
host Gettysburg (8-3, 3-1, #6 Mid-Atlantic 
region) in its Centennial defeat of the Fords 
(7-3, 2-2, #7 region). 

HC Women's Tennis 
ITA Southeast Regional at Mary 

Washington 
FREDERICKSBURG, Va. (Sept. 29-

30) - Haverford junior Joanna Grayer, 
seeded seventh in the main draw, re
bounded from a first-round upset with three 
straight pro-set wins in the ITA Southeast 
consolation bracket last weekend. 

Grayer combined with first~ye~r 
teammate Jessica Reddick for two wms m 
the main doubles consolation bracket as 
well. 

Grayer's younger sister Julia won 
twice and classmate Katie Crozier won 
once in the "B" singles draw before elimi
nation. The freshman tandem also com
bined for two wins in the "B" doubles. 

HC Men's Tennis 
ITANortheast Region Tournament at 

Vassar 

Volleyball 

TheHC 
women's 

volleyball 
team 

travelled to 
Maryland 

Sept. 29-30 
and won the 

St. Mary's 
Invitational 

with4 
straisht 

victones. 

rotX:iHKEH'SIE, 
N.Y. (Sept. 29-30) -
Junior fifth-seed Peter 
Law advanced to the 
Round of 16 and se
nior Brian Simms to 
the second round of 
the main singles draw 
last \Yeekend's ITA at 
Vassar. 

Law defeated 
Greg Dehaas of 
Oneonta State, 8-0, 
and J.P. Elhage of 
Manhattanville, 6-1, 
6-2, while Simms 
downed Josh White of 
Rochester then (?) 
Goff ofRensselear, 8-

. 1, after falling to 
eventual quarterfinalist Richard Salem of 
NYU. 

Fords frosh Harrison Lee and Aaron 
Scherb defeated Oneonta State's Ruger/ 
Debnas, 8-5, before falling to 
Manhattanville's Brown!fietke, 8-6, in the 
doubles Round of 16. 

HC Cricket 
HAVERFORD (Oct. 3)-Haverford 

put up a respectable showing but fell be
fore the deadly accurate bowling and bat
ting ofEngland's Marylebone Cricket Club 
Tuesday on Cope Field. MCC scored 149 
runs for a loss -of five wickets in their 40 
overs while Haverford was all out for 71 

in 28 overs. 
MCC, composed of veterans of 

strong English leagues, started very fast 
before superb bowling by HC Coach 
Karnran Khan and Jay Mehra '98 slowed 
their run rate. Sandeep Poonen '96 took two 
early catches and Khan bowled out three 
of the Englishmen. 

Except for Poonen's 19, MCC 
bowlers dominated the Fords, who fielded 
eight undergraduates out o~ the eleven te~ 
members on the pitch. Seruor captam Nick 
Saunders (nine) and soph Arunabh Ghosh 

I 
(six) led the undergrad batsmen. 

Top frosh Nihad Rahman, from 
Bangladesh, missed the match due to flu. 

The Ford XI finished 1-4 on the fall 
season but shows great promise for the 

future with an excellent cast of sophs 
like Ghosh and SHAWN ALEXANDER, 

Trinidadian-turned-Philadel phian, 
plus many promising frosh. 

Swarthmore tops BMC 
soccer, 3-0 

Anna Milanez 
Sports Editor 

The Bryn Mawr soccer team fell to 
Swarthmore this past Monday by a score 
of 3-0. The game had been rescheduled be-

1 

cause the September 19th match was rained 
out. 

Swarthmore scored two goals in the 
first half and one in the second half. The 
first two goals were scored when the ball 
got loose in the goal box and a Swarthmore 
player was there to tap it in. The t~d goal 
was scored directly from a comer kick. 

Despite the three goals, freshman 
keeper Sarah Caldwell played an excell~nt 
game, aggressively coming off of her lme 
to face Swarthmore players. Freshman 
midfielder Shelly Solt did a good job of 
distributing the ball to Bryn Mawr offense 
and also had some solid shots. During the 
second half, she excited fans with a shot 
from outside that hit off of the crossbar. 

Freshman Mali Petherbridge led the 
offense, putting strong pressure on 
Swarthmore defense and making numerous 
crosses which the Mawrters couldn't capi
talize on. 

All things considered, Bryn Mawr 
was more evenly matched then they ha~e 
been in the past. Both teams had t~eir 
chances at goal, but the Mawrters JUSt 
couldn't find the net. 
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Se-wing -wit11 a Needle's Line 
Metaphor and meaning in Derek Walcott's Omeros 

by Jamie Carr 

Derek Walcott will speak at the Haverford School on Wednesday, October 18. The Caribbean poet was 
awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature subsequent to the publication of his epic-length poem Omeros in 

1992. He has published many 'volumes of poetry including his most recent, Tiepolo' s Hound. 

White statues of white men were what we knew of Greece. School
boys sitting, hearing songs of armies and of men. We read about 
Telemachus and thought ourselves to be him. Sparrow-winged Athena 
descended from above to prod us on and make us into men. We did not 
know how to string the bow, nor how to kill to show that we were men. 
Atrophied we sat, hearing of arms and of men. Limp language lying on 
the page did not rhythm or rap but kept us in a cage where we fooled 
ourselves thinking stories to be songs. And then Walcott woke our minds 
and our pens. The Shepard asks "What did the sea bitterns scream?" and 
Odysseus replies "All I know is I'm sick of the sea's bitterness." Bit-tem
ness is the word that makes me shake. I feel at every tum, we choose to sit 
a bit more or we choose to rhyme ness with yes and sing the song of 
Odysseus. Walcott's words warn us not to be Telemachus, wanting to be, 
but to be Omeros, the never-ending sound of the sea and the ever-present 
power of poetry. 

from "A Far Cry From Africa" by Derek Walcott: Derek Walcott 

I who am poisoned with the blood of both 
Where shall I tum, divided to the to the vein? 
I who have cursed 
The drunken officer of British rule, how choose 
Between this Africa and the English tongue I love? 
Betray them both, or give back what they give? 
How can I face such slaughter and be cool? 
How can I tum from Africa and live? 

from "Omeros" by Derek Walcott: 

I followed a sea-swift to both sides of this text; 
her hyphen stitched its seam, like the interlocking 
basins of a globe in which one half fits the next 

into an equator, both shores neatly clicking 
into a globe; except that its meridian 
was not North and South but East and West. One, the New 

World, made exactly like the Old, halves of one brain, 
or the beat of both hands rowing that bear the two 

vessels of the heart with balance, weight, and design. 

Her wing-beat carries these islands to Africa, 
she sewed the Atlantic rift with a needle's line, 
the rift in the soul. Now, as vision grows weaker, 

it glimpses the straightened X of the soaring swift, 
like a cedar's branches widening in sunrise, 
in oars that are crossed and settled in calm water, 

since the place held all I need of paradise, 
with no other sign but a lizard's signature 
and on other laurel but the laurier-cannelle's 

Derek Walcott was born to a white father, Warwick Walcott, and a 
black mother, Alix Walcott, in 1930 in Castries, the capitol of the small 
Caribbean island of St. Lucia. Warwick Walcott died when Derek was 
less than a year old. Derek and his twin brother, Roderick, were raised by 
their mother, who was the headmistress of a Methodist grammar school 
in Castries. Derek published his first collection of poems, 25 Poems, him
self in 1948. He completed his undergraduate education, concentrating in 
English, Latin and Spanish literature, at the University of the West Indies 
in 1953. In 1959 he founded the Trinidad Theatre Workshop, for which 
he wrote and directed plays for the next 17 years. "On the dust jacket of 
In a Green Night (1964), his first major collection of verse, Robert Graves 
proclaimed, "Derek Walcott handles English with a closer understanding 
of its inner magic than most (if not any) of his contemporaries." And by 
the time he was in his 40s, he counted among his circle of mentors and 
personal friends, Robert Penn Warren, Robert Lowell, Joseph Brodsky 
and Seamus Heaney" (Hamner l). Since 1981 Walcott has divided his 
time between teaching at Boston University, Columbia and Harvard, and 
writing in the West Indies. In 1990 he published his epic-length poem, 
Omeros. Subsequently, in 1992 he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Lit
erature. 

Omeros 

Trying to summarize Omeros is a like trying to summarize Ulysses; 
no amount of detail could do justice to the richness of the text that is 
ostensibly about a fairly mundane set of events. The poem opens as 
Philoctete begins to tell a story to tourists about t:utting down trees to 
make canoes called pirogues. The English word "pirogue" comes from 
the Caribbean word "piragua" and is one of a handful of words in the 
English language with Caribbean etymologies. By beginning Omeros with 
a story about this word, pirogue, which is distinctively Caribbean, rather 
than an invocation of the Muse, which is typical of epic-length poetry in 
the Classical tradition, Walcott makes clear that Omeros is not a pastiche 
of Classical epic, but is a poem about the language and life of the Carib
bean. After this Philoctete is a relatively minor character; later he returns 
briefly to be cured by MaKilman, the local store owner/medicine woman. 
Achille, Hector and Helen are main characters whose story, spread out 
over the length of the text, comprise one-third of the story. At the begin
ning Achille and Hector are both fishermen, but early in the story Hector 
sells his pirogue to buy a 'transport' (a large taxi) with which to make 
money. Helen leaves Achille and goes to live with Hector because he 
makes more money than Achille. Walcott explores in detail Achille 's long
ing for Helen, his sense of alienation from the modem money driven 
society and his romantic longing for knowledge of his ancestral Africa. 
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Metaphor and meaning in Derek Walcott's Omeros 
Major Plunkett and his wife, Maud, comprise an

other one-third of the story. Major Plunkett is retired from 
the American Anny after fighting in the Second World War. 
He has lived on St. Lucia for about 20 years, and his rela
tion to the island and the islanders is problematic and am
biguous. Helen used to work for the Plunketts and Major 
Plunkett fell in love with her. He decides to write a history 
of the island on her behalf as a way of making up for the 
islands' lack of history. Walcott's description of Plunkett's 
attempt to write history problematizes history in some very 
significant ways, and Plunkett ultimately abandons his 
project. 

The fmal narrative of the poem is the semi-autobio
graphical musings and travels of the Narrator, the unnamed 
Derek Walcott. The Narrator talks about race in America, 
the history of the N~tive Americ;an Indians and it similar
ity to the history of Blacks in America, his connection to 
the bard of the island, alternately Seven Seas and Omeros, 
for whom the poem is titled, and his struggle to write po
etry that is about the Caribbean, America, Europe and Af
rica simultaneously. The poem ends with the passage 
quoted above, which states the Narrator's intention to stitch 
together a new world of the old. The remainder of this 
text, like Walcott's text, is a series of fragments. Each of 
the four fragments is a reflection on how the narrator situ
ates himself in a post-colonial setting. 

The Ant - A Case Study 

Farrell, in an article that discusses Omeros in rela
tion to the cannon of Western Epic, writes that "recent stud
ies of the European epic argue convincingly that the genre 
can only be understood in dialectical tenns" (Davis 263). 
Omeros is rich with references to works of Western litera
ture, which show that Walcott is in dialogue with many 
canonical texts. Frequently he borrows an image or a simile 
from a classical text and copies it very closely when this 
image is first introduced. Then he writes variations on this 
image so that it is no longer recognizable as a classical 
allusion. In this way Walcott both works within the tradi
tion of Western epic by borrowing from earlier epic, 

simile to another ant simile earlier in the text (Walcott 75), 
where Achilles' hard-working ancestors are compared to 
ants. This example of ant imagery is clearly Walcott's own 
invention. It demonstrates his interest in the enchantment 
of nature, particularly as it relates to expanding the bounds 
of language. Yet, these images, as distinctly Walcottian as 
they may be, still grow from the seed of classical refer
ence and are in dialogue with Classic texts . 

The Meaning Of Melange 

Walcott's views on his relation to the Western Tradi
tion are complex. On one hand he says that "in tenns of 
Omeros I feel totally natural, without making it an aca
demic exercise or a justification or an elevation of St. 
Lucians into Greeks, or some such nonsense, because of 
the harbors of the Caribbean, the work of the people in the 
Caribbean, the light of the Caribbean" (Davis 235). But 
on the other hand he acknowledges the influence of West
ern literature on him. He says, "So personally and sub
liminally, I acknowledge the presence that any person writ
ing in this part of the world, in this language, would feel
every writer's debt to Dante and Homer, every poet's debt 
to Dante. They are just massive realities. To pretend to 
ignore them would be like saying that Mt. Kilimanjaro does 
not exist" (Davis 244). So Walcott is in a difficult posi
tion: he can not write like a white European because that is 
not who he is, but at the same time the language he speaks 
has been so fundamentaly shaped by a white European tra
dition that it is unavoidable for him to learn and borrow 
from it. 

He responded to this challenge of working in a space 
between two worlds in a conversation with Sharon 
Ciccarelli. "The fact remains, the masterpieces of the lan
guage in which I work are from a white literary history. 
That must not prevent me from mastering the language; it 
is not a matter of subservience, it is a matter of dominat
ing. One becomes a master, one doesn't become a slave," 
he said (Baer 48). Walcott not only overcomes the diffi
culty of living between worlds, by committing himself to 

ranean. If we look at them now, we would say that the 
Greeks had Puerto Rican tastes" (Baer 183). It should be 
noted that the English, for all their study of the Greeks, 
have never come to the conclusion that the Greeks were 
"the niggers of the Mediterranean." 

For Walcott melange is at the heart of human expe
rience. Attempting to report on his influences is difficult 
because there is always the tendency to oversimplify by 
creating distinct traditions er influences. I have read quite 
a bit of criticism of Walcott's influences, but I have liked 
almost none of it. No one seems to have a sufficiently large 
berth of knowledge to be able to comment intelligently on 
the matter. I a have serious questions about my own abil
ity to report on his influence. But he seems comfortable 
with people saying what they want to say about the text as 
Jong as it is not reductive. He would be furious at someone 
who thought the text was nothing more than a pastiche of 
Joyce, yet he talks openly about his own love and appre
ciation for Joyce. Omeros is neither a European story, nor 
an African story, nor an American story, but a Caribbean 
story, and the meaning of Caribbean is melange. 

History as Metaphor -
Towards A Natural Language 

In Omeros Walcott is self-conscious of the influence 
of Greek literature on him and the limits that imposes on 
him. After visiting the Met in New York the Narrator sits 
on the steps and laments that "Art has surrendered/ to His
tory with its wift of fonnaldehyde" (Walcott 187). Later in 
Omeros Walcott questions whether his own art has surren
dered to history. He writes, "all that Greek manure under 
the green bananas ... when would the sails drop/ from my 
eyes, when would I not hear the Trojan War/ in the two 
fishennan cursing in MaKilman's shop? ... When would I 
enter the light beyond metaphor?" (Walcott 271). For 
Walcott references to history are metaphorical because they 
compare two dissimilar things, the past and the present. 
Historical metaphors in particular are troubling to Walcott 

as his predecessors have done, and writes against the 
grain by giving these allusions a distinctively Carib
bean meaning. 

One example which deqionstrates Walcott's use 

I who am poisoned with the blood of both 
Where shall I tum, divided to the to the vein? 

because they force the artist to locate himself in 
some culturaly relative space and time and prevent 
the artist from seeing directly what he is trying to 
capture. To return to the example quoted above, 
when Walcott conflates the argument of two men 
in a bar in St. Lucia to the story of Hector and Achil-and appropriation of classical allusion well is the im-

age of the ant. There is a famous passage from The 
Aeneid that describes the Teucrians' preparation to leave 
Carthage. Virgil writes, "eager to get away,/ the sailors 
brought oar-boughs out of the woods/ with leaves still on, 
and oaken logs unhewn./ Now you could see them issuing 
from the town/ to water's edge in stream, as when the aware 
of winter, ants will pillage a mound of spelt/ to store it in 
their granary" (Fitzgerald, 110). The simile goes on to de
scribe in more detail how the ants go about their task. This 
image is strikingly similar to the first time Walcott men
tions ants in Omeros. In the passage describing Achilles' 
and his band's effort to build a pirogue, Walcott writes, 
"like pygmies they hacked the trucks of wrinkled giants/ 
for paddles and oars. They were working with the same/ 
concentration as an army of fire-ants" (Walcott 7). Ant im
agery is again used in Omeros when Catherine (a minor 
character who presents commentary on the situation of 
Native Americans in post-Civil war America) says, "I saw 

the mastery of language, but he overcomes this difficulty 
by deconstructing the concept of distinct and mutually ex
clusive cultures. His Afro-Caribbean culture is not homo
geneous, but a mixture of European, African and Asian 
cultures. He asks, "What culture is not a melange?" (Davis 
243). This question leads into Walcott's subsequent point 
about the sources of his references. He says, "In that sense, 
then, the first impulse of the referential - what I have called 
the free-fonn-choice - is not to verify the sources, but to 
accept the references, however 'wrong' they may be" 
(Davis 243). 

When he speaks about accepting references even 
though they may be "wrong", he is referring to his ten

. dency to read against the grain. By way of example, he 
explains his use of the character Philoctete in a poem that 
is ostensible based on The Odyssey. He says: 

a chain of men/ linked by wrists to our cavalry. I watched to have Philoctete a who is not a major character in The Odyssey. 
until/ they were a line of red ants. I let out a moan/ as the in Omeros is to have a play by Sophocles jamming up with a 
last ant disappeared" (Walcott 215). In this passage the poem by Homer. It's not wrong in terms of associates, however, 
significance of the ant is not only its ability to work, as it ~ecause e.very new.myth~logy h~s scr~wed up the one preceding 
was in the Classical text and in Walcott's first allusion; but Lt, gotten Lt wrong, mcludi_ng C~sttamty. They got Lt ~rong- :ind 
the ant's significance is its small size (a new variation) then they. starte? somethmg!. It s true of. Ras~afanamsm. It s .a 

. . . . . metaphoncal thmg: all myth LS metaphoncal m that respect - Lt 
and ~ts color (a v~iat1on of ~he ~arher reference to fir~- ' talces what it wants from different mythologies ... all mythology 
ants m Omeros, which works m this context because she ts is belligerent (Davis 242). 
describing Native American Indians). 

There are other references to ants later in the text 
which further develop Walcott's appropriation of this im
age as Caribbean. He describes the death of the swift, which 
had brought the seed of the vine which was to cure 
Philoctete: "all of that motion/ a pile of fragile ash from 
the fire of her will,/ but the vine grew its own wings, out of 
the ocean/ it climbed like the ant, the ancestors of Achille, 
the women carrying coals after the dark door/ slid over the 
hold" (Walcott 239). This image is complex, for on one 
hand it compares the growing vine to a sea-swift and to a 
climbing ant, and on the other hand it compares this ant 

Walcott's explanation of history and culture runs 
against the grain of the prevalent European tradition, which 
has characterized Christianity not as a belligerent mythol
ogy which synthesizes earlier mythologies, but rather as 
the One True Universal faith. 

In an interview with Robert Brown: there is another 
example of where Walcott reads against the grain. He says 
that since culture is always a mixture, no one person or 
group is able to privilege her or his telling of history as 
universal. Walcott says about Omeros that "part of what I 
am saying is that the Greeks were niggers of the Mediter-

les, this is disturbing to him, because it shows that 
he can not stand open to these two men in the bar fully, but 
must impose his cultural background onto a description of 
them. 

Walcott explains, in his essay "Reflections on 
Omeros," that about fu.ird-quarters of the way through the 
text, the text pivots on its self and accuses itself of vanity. 
He writes that the text asks itself the question "why make 
an epic of two men quarreling in a rum shop? Why do you 
turn it into Hector and Achilles talking about Helen of 
Troy?" (Davis 233); and he answers by saying "Well if 
you tool that stance to the point when it actually worked, 
then there would be no need in life for metaphor. Then we 
would really see. And I think we would really see with out 
that filter of the ego, without looking at things through the 
ego, through the palette of the ego or through history" 
(Davis 233). Walcott tries to overcome this dilemma of 
ego-thinking in two ways. First he attempts to set Omeros 
apart of the modern reductive trend of fiction. He tells 
Rebekah Presson in a 1992 interview, "Omeros is not a 
novel. .. the novel used to be an epic poem, and it's sort of 
withering and withdrawing into small, personal, diaristic 
considerations that a lot of lyric poetry has. Everybody 
has an ego, and nobody's ego is interesting. None. Art is 
interesting, but not the person who makes it really" (Baer 
191). While Omeros includes Walcott in the story as the 
character of the Narrator, he is not the main character. The 
poem is not about him as much as it is about a whole com
munity of people relating to each other. So realizing the 
he is only one part of the community, and focusing on the 
community rather than himself, is the first way Walcott 
attempts to transcend ego-thinking. 

The second strategy that Walcott employs to get be
yond the palette of the ego and history tries to capture ex
perience directly. In "Reflections on Omeros" Walcott 
speaks some about the dangers of abandoning nature for 
history. In Omeros both Plunkett and the Narrator are try
ing to make histories. Walcott says: 



Th_ese two forc_e~, these two c~aracters in Omeros are equally 
guilty of not amvmg at that sublune mode that sees without edges 
and without references, which is what true poets have written 
about. You read in Rilke or in Pasternak, for example, or even in 
~arJrn:i of the ~ish to write a noun that had no echoes. Rilke says 
m Dumo Elegies, toward the end, as I recall, that he would like 
to be able to say - whatever - "water". How can I say it without 
all those things between me and that noun? Because between me 
and that noun there is already a history of the noun and therefore 
associations and references of that noun that I can not get to .... 
To get beyond art is the ideal of the artist, for anonymity is there. 
(Davis 233) 

Walcott goes on to give an example of how Dante 
captures something beyond art when he describes the "light 
without heat, light without shadows, light which simple 
consumes" (Davis 234) in the last few cantos of Paradiso. 
At times I feel like Walcott makes sublime statements 
which capture experience directly, fully and without inter- ' 
ference. For example when Walcott sits on the steps of the 
Met, upset that "Art has surrendered to History," he makes 
the casual statement, "I smoked on the steps and read the 
calligraphy/ of swallows" (Walcott 183). I am moved by 
this statement "read the calligraphy/ of swallows" because 
it seems to capture the flight of the swallow perfectly. As I 
read this phrase I immediately see the flight of the swal
low in my mind. The words evoke the possibility of the 
image in my mind, but then it is the swallow which fulfills 
the image, not Walcott or his art. 

Metaphorical Musings on Race 

To conclude this discussion of Walcott, I want to 
present one final metaphor in Omeros, which I am deeply 
moved by and which brings together many of the frag
ments discussed so far. After Walcott sits on the steps of 
!he.Met smoking and watching the swallows he goes back 
ms1de the museum. When he re-enters he sees Winslow 
Homer's painting, The Gulf Stream, which depicts a black 
man alone on his ship amongst the turbulent waves. He is 
so excited by this image that he exclaims "Achille, my 
main man, my nigger" (Walcott 183). This pride in his race 
is dashed when he goes outside and is unable to get a cab 
because he is black. Dejected, he starts to walk, only to 
pass a women who gives him a condescending look under 
!he streetlight. The Narrator (Walcott) comments, "pass
ing the lamp lit leaves I knew I was different/ from them 
as our skins, were different in an empire/ that boasted about 
its hues, in a New England/ that had raked the leaves of 
the tribes into one fire on the lawn back of the carport" 
(Walcott 185). This metaphor is so powerful for me be
cause it make me see a causal connection between.an old 
white man peacefully raking leaves in his suburban back
yard and the violence and blight of the inner-city neigh
borhood behind the carport. Walcott says "the moment of 
metaphor is not a moment of contradiction, even if the two 
elements are apparently opposite. Unshakable metaphor 
is one that causes the astonishment of truth" (Baer 38). 
Walcott's metaphor about New England raking the leaves 
of the tribe in one fire back of the carport created the as
tonishment of truth about racism. 

Walcott returns to invoke the leaf metaphor again 
when he describes the post-Civil War South. He writes that 
the South was "a wedding-cake Republic/ Its domes, mu
seums, its ornate institutions,/ its pillared fac;:ade that looked 
do:w-n on the ?lac~/ ~hadows that they cast as an enraging 
nmsance/ which, if 1t were left to its Solons, with enough 
luck/ would vanish form its cities, just as the Indians/ had 
vanished from its hills. Leaves on an autumn rake" (Walcott 
206). The image of leaves an autumn rake resonates against 
the image of lawmakers making the Blacks vanish. These 
metaphors are rooted in Walcott's particular understand
ing of place and history, but the message of oppression 
which emerges through these words make us, as readers, 
aware that we live in a meaningful world, where we are 
deeply connected with other human beings, and where our 
actions have very real consequences. 
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Association of International Students 
faces questions old and new 

Radha Karnad 
Guest Writer 

The year 2000 brought in a new century, a new mil
lennium and new resolutions for everyone. It has been a 
time of renewal and reincarnation for Bryn Mawr's Asso
ciation for International Students (AIS) as well. 

The board of the Association for International Stu
dents had been voted in during spring semester, but sev
eral of the board members did not come back this year, 
leaving the control of AIS 
to three relatively less ex
perienced but very enthusi
astic sophomores. These 
three, Elisa Jimenez, Esi 
Nkyekyer and Yukiko 
Sasada, have eagerly taken 
up the challenge of chang
ing the AIS and making it 
more active. 

good to know that there is a group of people who hold simi
lar cultural values (we are more alike than we are apt to ad
mit) and thus view certain situations in a particular way." 

Ndong said she joined the AIS with with an eye to
ward the wider college community. "I hope that it will give 
me opportunities to learn about other cultures but also to 
share our cultures with other people." In fact, while their 
agenda for the year is still in the making, a primary focus 
will be the integration of AIS into the community. "I am hop
ing that AIS can become somewhere not only for interna-

"I know that AIS has 
been rather dormant of late, 
and as an international stu
dent I'm very enthusiastic. 
about helping to revive it 
again. International stu
de~ts in general really have 
a wealth of things to offer 
to the bi-co community be
cause of the different back
grounds and cultures from 
which we come. I think it's 
about time we got organized 
so that we can maximize 
our contribution to the cul
tural enrichment of the bi
college community," said 

AIS students gather at Canaday Library for a photo op. 

Nkyekyer, co-vice president of AIS for this academic year. 
After furiously recruiting other sophomore interna

tional students and getting them to paint signs and table 
for AIS at Fall Frolic, the three board members managed 
to get most of the international community and several 
American students to join AIS. 

The AIS was started several years ago by students, 
but has had some troubles taking off since then. The board 
hopes to change that and make AIS a strong presence on 
campus, which they feel is especially important due to the 
nearly 13% international and 26.7 percent minority stu
dent body on campus. Rekha Matchanickal '02 declared, 
"The international students that compose AIS are a bunch 
of the most wonderful people that I've ever met and I'm 
r~ally happy that this year we're going to keep a high pro
file on campus because if you've got it, you gotta flaunt it. 
And AIS has lots to flaunt!" 

The new board, consisting mostly of freshmen and 
sophomores, was voted in last week. The members of the 
board are Jimenez and Daniela Biaggio (co-presidents), 
Nkyekyer and Lilliane Ndong (co-vice presidents), Sasada 
Ct:r:easurer), Kornelia Kozovska (assistant treasurer), Gayatri 
Hiremath (secretary), and Ananya Misra, Mishayl Naek 
and NanaAdom-Boakye (public relations). The board also 
includes representatives from each class - Kuorkor Dzani 
'04, Dipannita Kalyani '03 and Prianjali Mascarenhas '04, 
who will be liaisons between the AIS board and their re
spective classes. 

They are still looking for a senior representative. "I 
hope more upperclassmen get more involved in AIS. It 
seems that it is mostly freshmen who are the most enthusi
astic about organizing and attending events and I can un
derstand the reason for this ... they had such a wonderful 
expenence at ISO [International Student Orientation] and 
this is their way of keeping in touch with their friends. 
More upperclassmen have to sit back and recall the fantas
tic time they had at ISO ... the lifelong friendships we 
made," said Mascarenhas. 

So why did the present board members choose to join 
the AIS board? For some, the support found in a group of 
other international students was a primary reason for jom
ing. As Dzani puts it, "AIS to me is like an older sister who 
has already been through her first year of college in a differ
ent environment, who knows that I am likely to face the same 
situations and wants to lessen the effect or if possible pre
vent me from going through similar bad experiences. It feels 

tional students to seek help and comfort but also whereAmeri
~ans can learn things about us. We would love to help and 
inform JYA students about what it is like to live in a new 
culture outside of our own countries, and warn them about 
what they should expect in the countries they plan to study 
in," said Sasada. 

Naek has another plan in mind for the renewed as
sociation. The AIS has not had a written constitution since 
its creation several years ago, and so she wants to update 
it. She believes that "a constitution is an integral part of 
the machinery that allows an association to run smoothly. 
It is what dictates the roles and responsibilities of the board 
members, association members and association as a whole. 
It defines the role of the association in the community." 
She is pushing for the board to create and pass a constitu
tion early this semester. 

Biaggio's goal is to create links between theAIS and 
international student organizations on the Haverford, 
Swarthmore, UPenn and Villanova campuses. She believes 
that " .. This will make us realize the large international 
population in the Philadelphia and Main Line area and cre
ate relations between international students from different 
colleges. It will help to diversify the Main Line area as a 
whole." 

While few forget the annual shopping trip to Franklin 
Mills or AIS party thrown irr the second semester, not that 
many know about the other events hosted by the AIS ev
ery year including, but not restricted to, study break teas, 
information sessions, speakers and movie nights. While 
t~e AIS has never been exclusive in their membership poli
cies, they are now actively recruiting to get more of the 
non-international student body involved and be a poten
tial source of information for students traveling or study
ing abroad. Michelle Mathews '03, one of the few active 
American students in the association. said, "I feel welcome 
even though I'm American." Matchanickal added, "I love 
the all-inclusiveness of the club, the way that everybody 
recognizes the differences that exist and don't pretend to 
find a common thread that bond us all ... (like a lot of other 
culture groups try to do) but rather AIS recognizes differ
ences and indulges in the beauty of it.·· 

For questions or suggestions for AIS, please contact 
Ananya Misra at amisra@bry11maw1:edu, .Vana Adom
Boakye at nadomboa@brynmmn:edu or your AIS class 
representatn:e. 
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A question 
An exploration of the 

color of economics and 
the definition of race in 

business. 

"Teeth and Lips"1
: Ethnic, Racial 

and National Identity of the 
huaqiao 

As a point of transition, I will offer some analy
sis of the previously explored historical material and 
pose a set of questions relevant to the following chap
ter. In defining the terms race, ethnicity and national
ity I will demonstrate different categories for evaluat
ing identity, the term whose definition I will take up in 
my conclusion. 

For the purposes 'Of this essay, race will be de
fined as a social distinction between the individuals or 
groups, which perpetuate patterns of inequality in 
everyday life. Race is an institutionalized ethnic dis
tinction, and thus involves a set of shared practices and 
assumptions which perpetuate a power relationship. In 
the case of Vietnam, the relationship between the Chi
nese merchant class and the general population can be 
read as a matter of race. Through social institutions 
such as school, native-place, temple, and other asso
ciations, the Vietnamese huaqiao disseminated and 
exchanged information, credit, and capital. Ethnic 
exclusion from these groups meant exclusion from the 
flow of capital, and thus the flow of opportunity for 
economic advancement. 

If perceived ethnic differences expressed as 
power relations 

In this case, different social expectations are at 
issue. Should she serve herself or her husband? Is it 
better to behave like an Asian or an American in this 
situation? Ethnic conflict has no institutional means 
to resolve itself; it exists as purely a matter of cus
tom, to be negotiated by individual actors within the 
context of their social environment. 

As for matters of institutionalized practice along 
ethnic lines, my interview with Mr. Zhen provided an 
example. In the course of our discussion of Chinese 
business practices he related the following: 

We got no education, but we got skills. Business 
skills from the first generation teaching to the next genera
tion. How to do the business, how to get your money turn . 
The bigger business you do, the rnore debt you owe. But 
we study the skill from the past generation to the next gen
eration. We keep pass them on. That's why wherever you 
see Chinese people, most of those people do business. They 
don't go to school for that kind of business, nobody teach 
you. You can be your own boss ... small money small busi
ness, big money big business, so long as you know how to 
get your cash going ... [Interviewer: Do you think the Chi
nese way of doing business is different than the American 
way of doing business?] Yes. We talk about trust. We gotta 
trust each other with the money that we loan, we get it back 
at a certain time. That means you don't pay interest. People 
help friends . American way, nobody trust each other ... If 
you have it [money], nobody put all the money in [your 
business], even you have a lot of money, then the. govern
ment don't get you ... That's the rule, business people [Chi
nese people] help each other, not Vietnamese. Vietnamese 
way, they dress to show up, make you trust them, next day, 
they gone. Chinese people they don't want to dress to show 
off how much they got, what they have or what they don't 
have. They just work and invest in something else. If they 
don't have it, they don't beg people. If they have it, they 
don't tell people how much they got. Don't wear jewelry 
when doing business. Chinese say: everything on your 
body, nothing inside. 3 

Through-
out Vietnamese comprise race, then 

what is 
"ethnicity?" Given 
that members from 
different geo
graphical and cul
tural backgrounds 
constitute any ra
cial category, 
ethnicity is the term 
for these sub
groups. The racial 
category "Asian" is 
comprised of a 

She work ten hours a day·and 
her father only work eight. 
But he come home every day 
and ask her, say, "Come and 
cook for me." 

history, the 
Chinese b usi
nessmen trans
lated this work 
ethic' into class 
difference 
drawn along 
ethnic lines. I 
claim they are 
racial as well 
because the 
class separation 
is supported by 

panoply of cultural groups with their own particular 
modes of interaction. The difference between an eth
nically Chinese person in China and a huaqiao is a 
matter of daily interaction. All material and social 
transactions combine to make up the habits and mores. 
of a local ethnic group. Any racial category is com
posed of a population of ethnicities. In the case of 
Asian Americans, these ethnic differences are as di
verse as the differences between the populations of Asia 
itself. Ethnicity is a product of the interaction among 
social, economic, political, and other power structures 
in any given environment. The power relations ex
pressed through ethnic difference thus have as much 
to do with internalized power structures as those im
posed from without. 

An example of ethnic conflict I gathered from 
my interview research was related to me by Le Nga, 
concerning one of her Vietnamese students: 

She work ten hours a day and her father only work eight. But 
he come home every day and ask her, say, "Come and cook for 
me." She come cook for him and when he done he call for her 
again and say, "Come clean up after me." He may be older and 
Asian, but he also American. She should make a schedule and 
put it on the refrigerator to show him how busy she is, that is 
what I told her. She is busy and need time to study. He won't be 
around forever, know what I mean? She need to study for her 
future. They should at least share the cooking and cleaning.2 

all of the institutions typical of any official govern
ment such as banks, schools, hospitals, etc. What 
makes this Chinese version of"racism" odd is that, at 
least in theory, it is not exploitative Of other ethnic 
groups. Technically, the Chinese are "working them
selves." As both the history and Mr. Zhen's remarks 
demonstrate, however, in practice this system has 
tended only to advantage the ethnically Chinese. 

The comment from Le Nga printed below fur
ther illustrates how ethnic and linguistic distinctions 
determined a persons placement within the Chinese 
community: 

The Chinese in Vietnam, those who I know ... have a national
ity from which city in China they from, then those people they 
stand for that group. Then they will support everyone in that 
group. They support the members in that group, even in an
other group. They stick together, For example, in Vietnam 
they have they have school for three different groups. They 
have a school for the Cantonese group, for the Suchow group, 
for the Fujian group ... .! went to the Cantonese school.... even if 
you don't go to that school and you are good, people will rec
ommend you to the group.4 

Although Le Nga was too young to participate 
in business, her participation in the school commu
nity is another demonstration of institutionalized eth
nic distinctions. She was in a position to recommend, 
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rather than be recommended. Her comment, when 
taken in light of Watsoa 's study on Chinese business 
practice in Vietnam, demonstrates how the school com
munity also functioned as a social networking sight. 
Le Nga articulated her awareness of this double func
tion for school in relating the following story about 
her father: 

I go to private school. I do so good they give me a prize. Every 
year they have a banquet and I get a prize at that banquet. They 
announce my father's name, say I am his daughter in front of 
everybody! Oh, he very proud of that. 

While every father is certainly proud of his 
child's success, the emphasis placed on her father's 
name shows that his prestige was at issue, just as much 
as her accomplishments. 

Another perfect example of racial distinction 
is the "model minority" trope commonly applied to 
Asian Americans. In this view of the Asian Ameri
can, the qualities of diligence and thrift are used to 
explain the relative "success" of all Asian Americans, 
regardless of the actual differences among Asian eth
nic groups.5 In addition, the notion of a "model mi
nority" is used to discipline other minority groups, 
particularly Latino and African Americans, who are 
perceived by the empowered majority (as reflected in 
the press) to be either unruly or unmotivated.6 

Although Watson offers this analysis in terms of 
ethnic Chinese relationships to the indigenous popu
lation in Vietnam, I believe the following quote is an 
excellent example of how ethnic distinctions become 
racial institutions over the course of time: 

Among the general population, perceptions of the relevance of 
ethnicity to economic activity tend to dominate its objective 
significance, leading to inter-ethnic conflicts and state policies 
which profess to reduce the economic significance of ethnicity 
but only serve to heighten it.7 

Although the huaqiao do not constitute a state 
per se, as aliens in Vietnam they formed their own gov
erning institutions. When Vietnamese governments 
came to suspect the Chinese community, their acts of 
censure, restriction and violence, often aimed at re
distributing wealth, simply tended to reinforce (and 
thus "institutionalize") the old imbalances. 

Finally, I turn to the issue of nationality. If we 
accept Benedict Anderson's definition, a nation is "an 
imagined political community."8 Expression of na
tional origins then becomes an act of creation. The 
nation is created simultaneously across all temporal 
and ethnic divisions. As both simultaneous and anony
mous, the nation is the perfect empty signifier. Viet
namese refugees have their national origin defined by 
expulsion, creating an absence in the space they leave 
behind. While I disagree with the notion that colonial 
instrudion drew Vietnam onto the map, I do agree that 
to declare "Nation" is definitely which asks more of 
who you are than what you do. It is a term defined by 
an allegiance to a political idea. Ultimately, national
ity is a matter of political space, where you pay taxes 
and where you receive a passport from. 

'Due to the prolonged contact between China 
and Vietnam and also the perceived similarities be
tween Vietnamese and Chinese culture, the two na
tions are sometimes referred to as "Lips and Teeth" 
(Chang, 3) 

2Thieu, 1999. 
3 Zhen, Personal interview, 2 February 1999 
4 Thieu, 1999. 
5Marable , Manning (1995). "Beyond Racial 

Identity Politics: Toward A Liberation Theory or Mul
ticultural Democracy," Privilegeing Positions : The 
Sites of Asian American Studies (Pullman, Washing
ton: University of Washington Press. 1995) 329. 

6 Marable, 329. 
7 Watson , 22. 
8 Anderson, 6. 
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TRUT 
THE TRUTH BEHIND THE NUMBERS: 

SGA BUDGETING, FALL 2000 

NUMBE 
Rekha Matchanickal & Christine McCluskey 

News-Features Co-Ed!lors 

The results of this semester's SGA budgeting, ap
proved at the SGA meeting Oct. 1, are in, and the response , 
from student leaders and group members alike has clearly 
been one of discontentment. The current figures represent 
the work of the Student Finance Committee (SFC), headed 
by SGA treasurer Janara Naurizbaeva '02, which had the 
intricate and time-consuming task of dividing $130,000 be
tween 68 clubs in total, not to mention the Dorm Discretion
ary Fund, Small Party Fund, Film Fund, and bi-college clubs. 

·"We didn't have less money, we just had the normal 
amount," explained Naurizbaeva at last Thursday's SFC 
meeting. The group believes that the reason for the disap
pointment with the budgets this year is due to the fact that 
last semester's budget surplus allowed clubs to receive most 
of what they requested, as opposed to this semester when 
there was less money to work with. , 

According to Jane Yoo '01, who was the treasurer of 
SGA from March 1999 to March 2000, the so-called "sur
plus" was calculated before the costs of bi-college clubs, the 
Small Party Fund, the Dorm Discretionary Fund, and other 
costs besides the costs of BMC clubs were figured in [see 
box for this semester's figures]. After all the extra costs were 
added, said Yoo, there was not really a "surplus," but $10,000 
to $15,000 more than usual in the budget. This extra money 
came about because clubs did not spend all their money in 
the fall 1999 semester, said Naurizbaeva. 

Yoo said that this extra money last spring was spread 
out between Gloria Steinem and all the Bryn Mawr clubs, so 
that the clubs in general were pleasantly surprised by their 
receiving a little more than they thought they might from 
SFC, and Gloria Steinem's $15,000 speaking fee was also 
able to be met. Yoo said that it would definitely not have 
been possible to bring Steinem to Bryn Mawr· without the 
extra money. 

The fall semester of 1999 was the last time the budget 
was comparable to this semester's. However, Yoo said that 
she remembers the students who submitted budgets a year 
ago being "a little bit more satisfied than they are now," prob
ably because they had not experienced the semester of such 
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good funding that this fall's clubs recently had, she said. 
Club treasurers, especially those new to the budgeting 

process1 were not aware of the fact that this semester's funds 
were cohsiderably less than last semester's, and therefore 
prepared a budget that was consistent with last semester's 
figures. "Our budget wasn't extravagant," said Roshan Musa 
'02, co-president of BACASO, a well-established cultural 
group on campus that, before grievances, received $77. 
"What are we supposed to do with $77?" she asked. 

Jennifer Nichols, director of the Community Service 
Office, expressed concern over the fact that community ser
vice-oriented groups such as DARLING, LANCHA, and 
Chinatown Tutoring, were expected by SFC to rely on Com
munity Service funding for transportation. What SFC failed 
to realize, however, was that the office currently owns only 
one,seven-seater van, which is already booked until the end 
of the semester. Furthermore, the office does not have the 
funds to reimburse ind~viduals from all these groups travel
ing by train. At tJ:ie SFC meeting, Naurizbaeva recognized 
the misconception. "I'm trying to work something out," she 
said. Nichols said she was meeting this weekwith members 
of SGA, Treasurer of the College Jerry Berenson, and Dean 
of the Undergraduate College Karen Tidmarsh to work out a 
solution for the Community Service Office's funding prob
lems. 

Celestina De La Garza '02, from Mujeres, sought an 
explanation from SFC representatives at the Sunday, Oct. 1, 
SGA meeting, concerning minimal funding received for 
speaker Piri Thomas, who was already scheduled to come to 
campus, but will cost the group much more than the amount 
allotted to them through SFC. 

SFC responded that they were unaware of the impor
tance of the speaker, and that Mujeres had not, in fact, in-/ 
eluded in their budget a proper explanation, which they as-
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sured would have made a difference. "Well-organized, well
explained budgets get the most priority," explained Jane Kirn 
'01, member of SFC. 

In fact, SFC budgeting is a complicated, but well-or
ganized, process. There are three budgeting sessions held 
prior to the budgeting due date; club treasurers are required 
to go to one of these meetings, in which the budgeting pro
cess is explained to them. They can ask questions and meet 
with their SFC representative, who handles the specific pa
perwork for the club. A certain number of clubs is assigned 
to each SFC member. 

Each treasurer receives a comprehensive budgeting 
packet which outlines all the details of the budgeting pro
cess, including advances, grievances, and re-allocation pro
cedures. "It's a very organized process," said SFC member 
Minakshi Ramji '02. 

SFC members say there are several areas that are 
strongly considered when allocating funds to each group. 
Said SFC member Uma Jagtiani '02,"If it looks like you've 
done the research, we'll give you the benefit of the doubt." 

"Often-times treasurers offer over-priced figures, and 
this reflects badly upon the group," said Shirin Trehan '02, 
also on the Committee. SFC is aware of the costs for things 
such as photocopying and transportation, and expects trea
surers to offer figures close to those estimates. 

Another factor SFC takes into consideration is a group's 
past efficiency in its use of SGA-granted funds. If a club 
fails to spend the amount SFC gave them one semester, that 
will be taken into consideration in the next semester's bud
geting. According to Trehan and Kirn, re-allocation in ex
cess also shows disorganization. 

In addition, SFC gives priority to events that benefit 
the whole college community, as opposed to those which 
involve only a small group of people. The committee also 
checks to see that events are not duplicated; if, by chance, 
two clubs have similar events prepared, SFC gives money 
only to the group that has planned the event more efficiently, 
explaining to the other group the reasoning behind its deci
sion. 

Finally, SGA encourages groups to seek funding from 
other BMC sources and departments, and does not completely 
fund something it believes could be supported by funds from 
other sources, including academic departments, the deans' 
office, the president's office, or Career Development. 

To solve these problems of miscommunication arising 
out of assumptions made on both sides of the budgeting pro
cess, Naurizbaeva said she is considering a few changes to 
the current system. The student SGA dues will probably rise 
from $110 to $120 per semester, and other offices on campus 
might share the costs of the Small Party and Dorm Discre
tionary Funds, which this semester take up nearly $15,000 
of the total SGA budget. Naurizbaeva said she hopes these 
measures and others like them will help to make the budget
ing process smoother in the future. 

• Club A111t. re uested A111t. rece1Ved ( ost rievances) FALL 2000 SGA BUDGE 
AIS $1,175 $730 Harvest Christian Fellowship $350 .J $100 
Akoue .$9,656.93 $7,016.99 Howl $705 $645 
Amnesty $1,864 $1 ,045 Honor Board $499 $484 
Animal Liberation Collective $367 $222 Kids' Connection $80 $80 
Appointments Committee $340 $220 LAN CHA $9,892 $980 
Artists ' Club (new club) $165 . $75 Math Club $1,579 $500 
ASA $5,777.65 $2,508.15 Mawr Side $1 ,0b5 $985 
Athletic Association $235 $110 McBrides $807 $500 
BA CASO $1,542 $677 Mediation $1 ,325 $420 
Best Buddies $660 $405 Model UN $3,194.21 $1,000 
Body Image Council $3,300 $100 Mujeres $2,100· / $1 ,070 
Business and Finance Society $1 ,455 $517 Night Owls $1,429.25 $610.25 
Campus Girl Scouts $359 $219 NUBIA $969 $373 
Charity Ball $1 ,798 $610 Nimbus $1,414 $1,401 
Chinatown Tutoring $2,736.60 $1,159.60 Pre-Law (new club) $177 $112 
Christian 'Fellowship $857 $397 Pre-Med $774 $262 
Chronicles of Elsinore $72 $50 Rainbow Alliance $3,519 $2,240 
Class of 2001 $8,155.50 $5,430.50 Rape Awareness $196.52 $153.52 
Class of 2002 $1 ,024.32 $815 Rhoads Halloween Party $1,635.70 $1,132.70 
Class of 2003 $2,210 $769 Russian Club $1,422 $1,044 
Class of 2004 did not budget $200 SGA President $1 ,378.34 $1 ,000.84 
College Bowl $500.12 $423.12 SGA Secretary $1 ,000 $750 
College Democrats $1 ,512 $153 SGASFC $450 $300 
College News $6,370 . $3,935 SAW $3,079.50 $2,379 
Concert Series $3,496 $2,385.50 Shakespeare Pe1formance Group $1,949.70 $1 ,209.70 
DARLING $602 $267 Sisterhood $3,188.80 $1,922.99 
Debate $3,841 $2,619 SoCo $7,785.99 $2,085.99 
Deceptive Cadence $364 $213 Stained Glass Club (new club) $542 $200 
Eastern European Club (new club) $200 $132 SPARC $1,566 $391 
Elections $390 $290 BMC for UNICEF (new club) $200 $57 
Ethnic Studies $195 $122 Touring Talent (new club) $200 $37 
Greens $1,555 .63 $627 Traditions $12,635 $12,000 
Half and Half $1,302 $1 ,242 Women 's Center $567 $407 
Happy Tails $40.40 $40.40 Writer's Greup $1,484 $196 
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ARTS & LIVING 

The Book Trader: a quaint literary nook in bustling 
South Street 

Catherine Song 
Staff Writer 

In the heart of Philly's South Street (well, actually, 
on 5th Street), sits the Book Trader, a used book store whose 
interior reminds one of an old overflowing attic, sans the 
old dusty odor. 

It is located in a two-story building and is full of tall 
shelves jam-packed with varieties of books that range from 
ancient, dog-eared Willa Cather novels to more recent pic
ture books on professional golf. 

The second time I came back to the Book Trader 
was in mid-September, and my mission was to purchase 
books for a class. Unfortunately, I wound up empty-handed, 
since they didn't have the books that I needed, and it didn't 
help matters that the store does not keep track of their books 
on a database. However, I did see two old black cats snooz
ing on the shelves among some books, which I found to be 
cute and amusing. 

I happened upon it while strolling along the festivi
ties of South Street one raging hot August afternoon; need
ing a place to cool off, I ended up in this quaint little book
store, and spent the rest of my day browsing for pieces of 
literature. Not only does this great little place sells books, 
it also puts out old records, posters and video tapes (like 
Ferris Bueller's Day Off) for nostalgic fans to purchase. 

But, in conclusion, if you enjoy browsing in old 
bookstores and inhaling their ancient smell, then this is 
the place for you! 

The Book Trader is located at 501 South Street. You can 
call at (215) 925-0219. It's open every day, JO a.m. to mid
night. 

Those ambiguous carbonated beverages 

Nicole Foulke 
Arts & Living Editor 

Like Hollywood, the carbonated beverage world is 
not exempt from having its stars; Pepsi and Coke are pretty 
much standard, as are 7-Up and Dr. Pepper. There is the 
occasional mention of the infamous Jolt Cola or the vile 
Mountain Dew, but otherwise, being a soda affords little 
respect. E&pecially if you are one of those three vague, 
tasteless clear ones whose only purpose is to cut some
thing stronger. 

It is a sad existence. And so, in honor of all things 
downtrodden, we showcase club soda, seltzer water and 
tonic water, in alphabetical order. 

*** 

Club Soda: carbonated water, sodium bicarbonate, so
dium citrate. 

The subtlest of the three beverages, club soda is light, 
pleasing and smooth. It bubbles nicely and hovers over 
the tongue like a lemony halo and is, in a sense, like tap 
water that has gotten its Ph.D. 

It really does work to dab it on stains, but you 
must do so, immediately. Stomach ache? The alkalin
ity of the sodium bicarbonate - baking soda - can help 
neutralize an overly acidic gastric environment. 

Club soda is also often used in punches and bat
ters. And in addition, I received the egregious sugges-

tion to plop a raisin into the glass and enjoy watching 
it rise and fall, but this is just bunk and believe me -
there's nothing more uplifting about dropping a raisin 
into a glass of club soda and watching it drown. 

*As a note of interest, the FDA classifies sodium 
citrate as Generally Regarded As Safe, or GRAS, a cat
egory of food additives established in 1958 as part of 
the revised Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act of 1938. These 
some 700 additives seem to be harmless, though the 
FDA is currently reevaluating all of its constituents. 

*** 

Seltzer Water: carbonated water. 
Seltzer is usually interchangeable with club soda, 

yet it lacks charisma. Flat as Ohio after a rainstorm, it 

is , admittedly, full of commotion, but is voluminously 
insipid to the point of being asinine. It tastes like a drink 
of cold, stale air. 

The original seltzer was a naturally effervescent 
water whose nam'e derives from the town of Nieder 
Selters in the Weisbaden region of Germany. The fore
runner of both the seltzer and club soda we know today 
was introduced in the l8th century, when carbon diox
ide (also known as "fixed air" and "wild spirit gas") 
was injected into water. 

*** 

Tonic Water: carbonated water, high fructose corn 
syrup and/or sugar, citric acid, natural flavors, so
dium benzoate (preservative), quinine. 

Tonic is a popular mixer in alcoholic beverages, 
like gin and tonic, which contains gin and tonic. Dry, 
bitter and fruity, tonic is the ideal beverage for mas
ochists (drink it warm, and straight out of the bottle), 
and its complexity ensures that is the only one of the 
three carbonated waters that cries out to be rolled around 
on the palate. 

Quinine is a bitter alkaloid isolated from the bark 
of certain Cinchona trees, and, prior to the develop
ment of synthetic agents, was used to treat malaria. Ex
cessive use may cause cinchonism, a condition charac
terized by ringing of the ears, dizziness and headache. 
But you're probably not drinking that much. 
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death cab for cutie 
we have the facts and -'re voting yes 
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1047 Lancaster Ave. 538 South Street 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 Philadelphia, PA 19147 
610-525!5460 215-627-3775 

www.REPORECORDS.com 

Death Cab For Cutie: We Have 
the Facts and We're Voting Yes 

Barsuk Records 
f onitha Keymoore 

Staff Writer 

Death Cab For Cutie will probably 
never be seen on MTV or played on a ma
jor radio station, but this indie-pop quartet 
has been selling out venues all over the 
nation this past year while promoting their 
sophomore release, We Have the Facts and 
We Are Voting Yes. 

The band, initially the solo project of 
singer-guitarist Ben Gibbard, takes its name 
from a song in the Beatles' Magic Myst~ry 
Tour. Gibbard's underground success m
spired him to recruit a full time band th~t 
now consists of bassist Nick Harmer, gui
tarist-organist Christopher Walla, and 
drummer Michael Schorr. In the summer 
of 1998 Death Cab for Cutie released their 
acclaimed debut LP, Something About Air
planes, and began performing venues that 
they themselves were too young to attend 
as patrons. 

While Something About Airplanes 
was an excellent debut, fusing the sounds 
of bands like Modest Mouse and 746-Hero, 
their second record is one in which they 
have truly developed their own distinct 
style. The album -which was, incidentally, 
recorded in Harmer's mother's living room 
- has already sold approximately 25,000 
copies and is currently on heavy rot~tion in 
college radio stations across the nation. 

The album begins with "Title Track," 
a song that, though starting off re~iniscent 
of derivative low-fi, slowly builds layer 
upon layer until it develops into full sur
round stereo. Forty seconds later it plateaus 
into a dreamy and almost hypnotic melody. 
While Death Cab For Cu tie's haunting style 
can easily be described as 'spacey,' the 
songs, unlike those of many of its ~ontem
poraries, never seem empty.or lac~g. Pe.r
haps that is the result o~ Gibb~d s candid 
singing style and narrative lyncs, both of 

which evoke Elliot Smith or even Doug 
Martsch (of Built to Spill fame). 

Each track is a tiny picture, lush with 
colorful characters and vivid, even engag
ing, plots. But it's two songs in particular, 
"Company Calls" and "Compan.y Cal~s 
Epilogue," that are clearly the climactic 
point of the album. Their pa~ully honest 
narration captures the frustration of a char
acter who artfully plays the role of a mere 
guest at his would-be lover's wedding: 
"You were the one, but I can't spit it out 
when the date's been set. The white rou
tine to be ingested inaccurately." 

Most bands as melancholy as Death 
Cab for Cutie would fall into the trap of 
banal lyrics and whiny vocals. Gibbard, 
however, alternates plaintive earnestness 
with an ironic distance that amuses and, 
consequently, engages the listener. In tracks 
such as "No Joy in Mudville," he sings, 
"Last night I dreamt that I was you, I was 
dressed in black with dark glasses and 
attitude ... " 

Like their previous album, We 
Have the Facts has a spontaneity that 
makes it feel more like a late night con
fessional with your best friend than a 
carefully executed and far-removed mu
sical exercise. This is a record in which 
Death Cab For Cutie has not only 
avoided the sophomore slump, but has 
taken ifs sound_and style to new levels, 
artfully capturing the multitide of expe
riences that everyday life comprises. If 
We Have the Facts and We Are Voting Yes 
proves anything, it is t~at J?eath Cab ~or 
Cutie is not a band fadmg mto obscunty 
anytime soon; rather, this group of nort~
west rockers is poised to take the music 
scene by storm. 

Death Cab For Cutie will be performing 
at: 4040 in Philadelphia Oct. 18th and 
Brownie's in New York City on Oct. 20th 

Eating out: Cafe Teresa, 
S. Wayne Ave, Wayne, PA 

Dinner for Two: $37 
Dress Code: dressy casual 
BYOB 
Rating: ****(Kate)*** (Nick) 

Kate Lauber and Nick D'Avella 
Staff Writers 

Tonight we had the pleasure of din
ing at Cafe Teresa, an Italian bistro-style 
cafe in Wayne. As we entered the restau
rant we were both immediately impressed 
by the calm, yet hip atmosphere and decor 
of hardwood tables blending nicely with 
earthy stipple-painted walls. Our favorite 
feature however, was the ceiling that was 
adorned with neuronal stretches of fabric 
looking sort of like butterflies. The waiter 
was cute, too. 

This place was a little more up-scale 
than we anticipated; jeans are definitely not 
the ideal attire, although there is no need to 
get all decked out. The majority of the pa
trons were older yuppie-type Main Liners. 

Overall, the prices were reasonable 
for this kind of an establishment. Most of 
the appetizers and salads were $5 and most 
of the entrees were about $15. Cafe Teresa 
also has a brick oven, so pizzas are an op
tion for about $8. We thought the menu 
spanned a pretty good range of tastes and 
vegetarians would not have a problem. ~t 
the same time, it is not the plac·e to go 1f 
you're looking for a steak. 

To start off, Kate had the Insalata 
Mista: "It was good. I really liked the dress
ing. There was a wide variety of foliage for 

me to munch on." 
Nick had the Caprese (mozzarella, 

tomato, and basil): "It was really ~ce. The 
plate and tomatoes were well-chilled, and 
the fresh mozz' was quite supple." 

For the main course, Kate enjoyed the 
Teresa Classico pizza, which had eggplant, 
ricotta cheese and spinach on it: "It was a 
little on the greasy side, but the crust was 
really good. It was thin, yet still flavorful 
and the texture was really nice - not too 
crispy or too soft." . . 

Nick went for the gnocch1 special: 
"The sauce was really good. Basic tomato 
and basil, a little acidic, just the way I like 
it! The gnocchi themselves coul~ have be~n 
a little more tender, but overall it was quite 
good." 

We both checked out the dessert 
menu, but nothing looked particularly ex
citing. 

Some little details particularly tick
led our fancy. The pepper mill at the table 
was a nice addition, they left the fresh
grated Parmesan at your table and the bread 
and olive oil were yummy. 

Overall, we had a fine dining experi
ence. It would be a nice choice for parents ' 
weekend, or that date that you keep talking 
about going on. And if you don't have a 
car, don't fret- it's about a 1 minute walk 
from the Wayne train station. 

;\rts Happenings 
Tuesday, J 01J0-Sunday, 10115: Eve Ensler's The Vagina M ono~ogues 

at the Annenberg Center. WHYY's Marty Moss-Coane and the Philadel
phia Inquirer's Gail Shister. Tickets are $21, $23 an~ $29. Call (215) 
898-6701 or visit www.AnnenbergCenter.org for more info. 

Tuesday, 10110: the A~ian Art~ Initiativ~ brings Shiv~i Selvar~j 
and Lori Fasaki to BMC to discuss with and guide student artists. BMC s 
Carpenter Library, room B25, 7 p.m. Sponsored by SAW. 

Saturday, 10114: Aftaab-E-Sitar Ustad Vilayat Khan pr:esents his 
musical skills at the Haverford school, 450 Lancaster Ave. Tickets $25, 
$35, $50 and $75. Call (215) 628-4943 or visit www.eventssouthasia.com 
for more info. 

Wednesday, 10125: Voices, an open fo~m for women effected by 
sexual assault will be in BMC's Goodhart Music Room, 7-10 p.m. Women 
only. Men and women are welcome to Take Back the Nig~t, a march around 
campus to reclaim places that are iso~ated or poorly ~t as safe for our 
community members. 10 p.m. on Menon Green. Email Sarah Harger at 
sharger@brynmawr.edu for more info. 

I 

Saturday, 10128: The Rhoads Halloween Party runs from 10 p.m. -.2 
a.m. Free for tri-co students but admission is limited. Tickets for non-tri
co guests must be bought befor~hand. Tic~ets are $5 each. Only one .guest 
ticket per Tri-Co ID. To order tickets, deliver mone~ and necessary infor
mation (name of your guest, your name, your extension, your box nu~ber 
and your email address) to BMC, Box ~-222 o~ BMC, Box C-465. Tick
ets will be distributed to by campus mail by Fnday, Oct. 27. 

No tickets will be sold at the door, and tri-co students must show I~ 
for entrance. For more information, call Sangeeta at 526-7694 or Chand1 
at 526-7722. 

Through J 128101: Japanese Noh Costumes from the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art's Collection. 18th and 19th century examples or robes 
used in Noh, a traditional form of Japanese drama. Installation at the PMA. 
For more info., visit www.philamuseum.org. 
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Welcome back, beer compatriots. This week is a milestone in beer patriotism as we know 
it. I have now reviewed my 5 0th beer, and as it stands, I have yet to rank any of these 

beers against each other. So now, for the first time ever, I will grade all of the beers I 

have reviewed and then some, to help you decide which beers you should be trying, and 

those you should leave on the store shelves. By Sean Armour 

RANK 
"You might become so seduced by the 

r----~-------=B-=E=E=R=----------'-S=-C-=--'='0-=RE= blackness that you decide never to 
return from its depths, at least until 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45' 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

Full Sail Imperial Porter gG.5 ------ the glass is empty." 

Chimay Blue Grande Reserve 96 
Samuel Smith's Celebrated Oatmeal Stout 96 ------------------~"One could imagine being in the 
Framboise Boon 95.5 -----~ local eatery and taking slugs 

of the wonderfully dark 
Guinness Draught 95 "Pop off the cork, and pour off the smooth brew with hearty 

rich reddish brew into a tall fluted h / · ifb d dd. " Hennepin 95 e pings o rea pu mg. 
beer glass, and smell the 

Chi may Red 93 enticing aroma of ripe 
Ommegang , ..... " ...... g2 ~~8Jabce;_r1,es wafting from the 

Samuel Smith's Taddy Porter 87 
Lindeman's Pecheresse 84.5 "Its fluffy white almost cloud-

like image is enough to 
82.5 --- send any patriot over the 
82 edge." 
82 
80 
79.5 

.78_ 
78 
78 
77.5 
75 
74.5 
74 
73 
72.5 
72 
71 
70.5 
70.5 
70 
70 
68 
67 
67 
66.5 
66 
65 
61 
60 
56 
50 
48 
45 
44 

To begi11 I will need to 
explain a few things llbout 
tl1e ra11ki11g process. Each 
beer is individually ranked ' 
in five categories to produc 
llll overall score as follott•s: 

20 - Color/ Appearance 
20 - Aroma/Bouquet 
20 - Body/Character 
20- Balance 
20 - Flavor 

100 - Overall Score 

32 "One could imagine being in the 
30 __ local eatery and taking slugs 

30 of the wonderfully dark 
smooth brew with hearty 
helpings of bread pudding." 28 

27 
23 
19 

Because it is not always fair to rank different styles agamst 
each other. here arc the top ten beer lists for each of Ii\ c 
styles. 

Porters, Stouts, and Black Beers 
1 Full Sail Imperial Porter 96.5 
2 Samuel Smith's Celebrated Oatmeal Stout 96 
3 Beamish Genuine Irish Stout 95.5 
4 Guinness Draught 95 
5 Murphy's Irish Stout 92 
6 Samuel Smith's Taddy Porter 87 
7 Saranac Black Forest 74.5 
8 Samuel Adams Cream Stout 74 
9 Dragon Stout 73 
10 Xingu 66 

Belgian Style Ales 
I Chimay Blue Grande Reserve 
2 Hennepin 
3 ChimayRed 
4 Ommegang 
5 Duvel 
6 Brugsc Triple 
7 Cambrinus 
8 elis White 
9 Saranac Belgian White 
I 0 Blanche de Chambly 

Lambics or Fruit Beers 
I Framboise Boon 
2 Mort Subite Cassis 
3 Belle Vue Kriek / 
4 Lindeman's Pecheresse 
5 Pete's Wicked Strawberry Blonde 

American Macro-Brews 
I Samuel Adams Boston Lager 
2 Yuengling Traditional Lager 
3 Killian's Irish Red 
4 Rolling Rock 
5 Miller Genuine Draught 
6 Coors Original 
7 Coors Light · 
8 Michelob Light 
9 Miller Lite 
I 0 Budweiser 
l 1 Busch 
12 Bud Light 
13 Icehouse 
14 Red Dog 
15 Miller High Life 
16 Milwaukee's Best 
17 Milwaukee's Best Light 
18 Natural Light 
19 Natural Ice 
20 Tequiza 

% 
95 
93 
92 
82.5 
81 
77 
73 
71.5 
70 

95.5 
87 
86 
84.5 
71 

77 
68 
50 
48 
44 
42 
37 
35 
35 
31 
30 
30 
29.5 
29 
28 
28 
27 
27 
25 
19 

Jn conclusion, I would like to say that these 
lists are not nearly complete, as there are 
countless other beers in a multitude of styles 
for you to enjoy. I would also like to thank all 

"Sometimes the keg of joy, other 
times the keg of tears; but 
always cheap." 

Lagers, Pilsners, and Such 
1 Harp Lager 
2 Red Hook ESB 
3 Saranac Lager 
4 Pilsner Urque!. : 

82 
80 
74.5 
70.5 
67 
66.5 
65 
61 
60 
49 

of the devoted beer compatriots who enjoy my article every week; beer reviewing would not be 
the same without your comments on my articles and tips on other beers to try. 
So go out, enjoy all of the wonderful beers of the world, and check out next weeks Bi-Co for 
another beer, which I'm sure you'll enjoy. Cheers. 

5 Grolsch Premium Lager 
6 RedStripe 
7 Kronenbourg 1664 
S Tsingtao 
9 Heineken 
I 0 Carlsberg 



2 I. 1. I. ~ • , 

PERSPECTIVES 
tr"-\ FROM THE 

Heading Home V:::.J LEFT OF CENTER 

Sweet, sweet victory I 
Emily Moos 

Columnist 

When I stood in the doorway of the train with the con
ductor, first in line to get off, the warm Hartford, Connecti
cut city air enveloped me in familiarity as we pulled into the 
train station. Bolting down the steps with a suitcase far too 
heavy to bolt with, I stepped onto the platform and began to 
search for my mother. An unexpected grin consumed my 
face as I saw her running towards me, arms wide open, ready 
to take me back into t.he fold . .J felt the burdens of indepen
dence lift from my shoulders as my mother took my suitcase 
and ran her fingers through my hair; I felt like her little girl 
again. As she drove me home, out of the city, over Avon 
Mountain and into West Simsbury, I savored every inch of 
the scenery, mostly the houses, cozily lit in the early dusk, 
each holding its own family. While the surrounding scenes 
were pleasingly familiar, they 
had an eerie quality to them; 
they seemed surreal and distant. 
But I didn't want to let a lousy 
feeling like that squelch my ex
citement as each house we 
passed came closer and closer 
to number 44 Madison Lane, the 
house I had left four weeks be
fore. I couldn't wait to get 
home. 

Finally the headlights of 
our gray minivan, Fem, illumi
nated the mailbox, the lamppost, 
and the garage door. And we 
were home. As I stepped into 1 

the entryway, it seemed as if I 
had left only yesterday morning, 
as if I were returning after a brief 
overnight. Yet I also felt as 
though I were stepping into a 
new world, as if I had jumped 
out of my body and landed on a 
different planet. Walking 
through the house, I must have 
looked like an alien as I searched 
for changes that might justify 
my feeling of detachment, that 
would prove to me that I had 
been away for a long time and 

/ 
/ I 

that my feeling of separation was valid. Again, after a while, 
I decided not to let this new and unsettling feeling taint the 
joy of being home. I relished the taste of my mother's spa
ghetti sauce and the pork roast we ate to celebrate my aunt's 
birthday. I had never before been so happy to set foot in 
Brookside Bagel Shop, a once frequent stop on the way to 
school. Eating lunch with my mother in our favorite restau
rant had a heavenly quality, and shopping in the familiar West 
Farms Mall became a treat, rather than an ordinary event. 
As each thing I did seemed less and less strange and I began 
again to adjust to this change of pace, I started to feel as 
though I were cheating, in some way, as if I really shouldn't 
be home, as if I belonged somewhere else. 

My cousin and I played checkers on Saturday evening. 
Helena, now 11 years old, had never been crazy about the 
idea of my going off to college. Over the past 11 years she 
and I had been more sisters than cousins. She didn't under
stand why I had to go so far away and she swore that when 
her tum came to pick a college, that it would be as close to 
her front door as possible. In the middle of the game, she 
asked me, "So, Em, how does it feel to be home?" I wanted 
to tell her that it felt great, that I really wished I could stay 
home longer, that nowhere except this place felt anything 
like home. But I knew I would be lying and I was pretty sure 
that sisters who are close don't often lie to each other. When 
I told her how I really felt, she looked as though she had just 
lost a close friend, a cousin, a sister. She said, in her scolding 
tone, trying to cover up her disappointment, "You feel like a 
stranger in your own home? Like you' re cheating? Em, that 
is just not good!" I felt sorry that I had told her the truth. A 
little white lie probably wouldn't have hurt. 

Hoisting my suitcase filled with fresh clothes and good-

ies from a familiar grocery store and pharmacy onto the train 
and stepping off the Hartford platform, I turned to blow my 
mother one last kiss before the train began to creep slowly 
toward Bryn Mawr, away from home. The weekend had 
been short, but surprisingly, I didn't feel as upset as I thought 
I would about leaving home. As we pulled away, picking up 
speed along the way, I was reminded of the evening I really 
left home, long before the day I even had to think about pack
ing for Bryn Mawr. 

Perhaps it was the way I was seated on the train with 
my back to the direction we were headed that made me think 
of pulling out of the driveway that I thought I'd never lose 
sight of and the house that was such a part of me. I knew 
every inch of it inside and out, from the creak in the far right 
corner of the kitchen floor by the toaster, to the rust spot on 
its foundation, right below the living room picture window. 
The night that my father and I pulled out of the driveway of 

that house, the house I had known to be home since the day 
I came home from the hospital, a newborn. I had no idea that 
it would be the last time I would set eyes on it. My thoughts 
were focused on graduation, which had been the day before, 
and the trip I was about to take with my friends. I thought 
nothing of leaving the home that held my bed, my clothes, 
my books, and outside it kept my monkey bars from years 
ago, my swing set, my sandbox. 

As the train halted at the next stop, Hartford no longer 
~sight, I tried to remember what it felt like the day my mother 
picked me up from my short vacation and told me that she 
and my father were separating, that we had a new house to 
go home to and that we would not be returning to the old 
one. Surprisingly, I could not remember feeling much sad
ness about losing the house I grew up in. Since that day 
when my dad and I pulled out of the driveway for the last 
time, I had not felt as though I had been away from home, 
even though home had always been that old house which I 
had barely ever left. 
- When I finally stepped into the third floor hallway of 
Rock, I was happy once again to be among the friends I had 
grown so accustomed to seeing every day. As I walked into 
my room and looked around at my things, I knew that it 
wasn't as nice as my room at my new house, or, for that 
matter, at my old. But I realized my feeling at home had 
little to do with my room and rather depended upon the people 
I care about. A friend from down the hall came to help me 
unpack and asked how it felt to travel home for the first time. 
For a minute I wondered whether she meant my home in 
Simsbury, or the home I've made at Bryn Mawr. I smiled to 
myself as I answered her with a question: "Which one?" 

Regan Fitzgerald 
Columnist 

Before we get into the nitty-gritty of the de
bate, let me just say that I could have written this 
week's article before the event even tool. place. 
Why? Well, when one candidate (and you know who 
you are, now and future Governor Bush) likes the 
fact that no one expected anything from him. and 
sees that his only advantage in the debate is that he 
might in some way distinguish himself, and the other 
is such a good debater that he believes he has to 
t~me down his style and take it easy on the opposi
tion, what would you expect? The ultimate ques
tion becomes how we can elect a man who doesn't 
think much of himself when he speaks, though he 
may present us with the occasional flash of intelli
gence. 

I'm not saying that intelligence should be an 
issue in this campaign. However, one of the most 
important things a president has to do is express 
himself well to the American people, as well to the 
leaders of foreign countries. Now, if Mr. Bush had 
made only a few gaffs along the way, it would have 
mainly been fodder for the late night talk shows. 
But it ha occurred so often that we've begun to 
expect it, which is not only sad, but certainly not 
what I'm looking for in a chief executive. 

Of course, this is all outside of the important 
issues that were discussed, though most people who 
watched already knew the issues. The remaming sect 
of viewers simply felt they had to watch television 
but don't like baseball (congratulations to NBC for 
believing that a baseball playoff game is more im
portant than the future of the United States) and 
probably didn't get much from the huge numbers 
the candidates were throwing around. Yes, it 1s very 
important that this debates were nationally televised 
ones instead of the ')ingle network, cable fV-fest 
that Mr. Bush proposed, but only time will tell if 
the American public wa~ really watching and 1f any
one was persuaded. 

The candidates had two radically different de
bating styles: Gore threw up facts and numbers, re
peated himself to get his point across, stuck with a 
lot of pre-scripted material, cleared his throat in dis
gust, and interrupted ill will. Bush spoke in general 
terms, tried for funny comments and catch phrases, 
smiled instead of smirked, and pitched his vision 
of America. <And by the way, what is "fuzzy math" 
and when will Mr. Bush begin requiring that there 
~e standardized testing of it in every grade in pub
lic schools?) Bush hemmed and hawed (I didn't 
bother to count the "ums"). went on the attack, and 
was vague. And I will admit that the Vice President 
had his problems, since talking in trillions of dol~ 
lars doesn't really register with the American pub
lic, and he is still exaggerating his accomplishments 
while remaining wooden. This seems like it should 
be difficult, but he somehow pulls it off. 

I bet you're wondering how I could have 
stated at the beginning of this article that Gore had 
tlat-out won, especially since there really wasn't one 
moment when Gore overwhelmed Bush, or rubbed 
his nose in something he had said or done. True. 
the candidates did say the same things they've been 
saying all along, and mostly in the same style. The 
pundits are wavering back and forth, saying Gore 
won because he didn't attack. or no, no, Bush won 
because he didn't screw up. Well, the reason I can 
say unequivocally that Gore won is because that's 
what I believe. And when you come right down to 
it. all that counts is who persuaded you. 

Bush Quote of the Week: "It's [KIPP Acad
emy in Houston, TXJ a school full of so-called at
risk children ... It means basically that they cannot 
learn." 
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Calling Shots: ''Natural'' Sciences 
Meredith Lewis 

Columnist 

Easily the most startling sight upon re
turning to Haverford after a year abroad is 
the magnificent INSC erector-set that has 
claimed such a hot spotlight for itself in re
cent months. The Marian E. Koshland Inte
grated Natural Sciences Center will combine 
the departments of biology, astronomy, phys
ics, mathematics, chemistry, computer science 
and psychology in its enormous 144,000 
square-foot space, with the aim of allowing 
for the practice of interdisciplinary science. 

By the time the freshman class becomes se
niors, it will cost $45,600,000 per year to edu
cate the student body. [Note: these are figures 
by my own calculation assuming there is a stu
dent body of 1,200, that the cost of educating 
a student is roughly equivalent to tuition, and 
a $1,000 per year tuition increase over the next 
three years.] Surprisingly, the costs are roughly 
equivalent. The truth is that Haverford's bud
get, or at least the amount of money that comes 
in and out, is much larger than we think. Un
fortunately, it often seems that far more goes 
out and not so much rolls back in. But then we 
have the new edifice of prosperity sprouting 
from the grounds down near the campus cen
ter to prove otherwise. There is money, and a 
great deal of it, rolling up College Avenue -
and it's not coming from tuition dollars. 

Haverford has long been strong in the 
natural sciences. The critical period between 
the years of 1945 and 1970 saw Haverford's 
N.S. departments assuming a prominent role 
in the college curriculum, which continues to
day. Allowances of federal funding for colle
giate science research, the construction of 
Stokes, and a younger, dynamic faculty cho
sen through "new" methods were contribut
ing factors during this period of development. 
Haverford has been vigilant about maintain
ing the strength of its natural sciences. Part of 
this vigilance has been through a continuous 
modification and remodification of N.S. de
partments and curriculum, in an attempt to re
flect the changing face of the world's "ap
plied" science community. 

Last October, President Tritton an
nounced a $15 million gift to the INSC from 
Professor Daniel Koshland of Berkeley, on be
half of his wife, Marian, a respected immu
nologist who passed away in 1997. Both of 
the Koshlands' sons attended Haverford, and 
Mrs. Koshland sat on the Board of Managers 
for many years. The gift was key to the suc-

Haverford students in the Engineering Machine Shop, Whithall Hall [c.1920] 
Courtesy of The Haverford College Archives. 

cess of the initiative and providing immediate 
assistance for the inital phases of construction, as well as 
publicizing the INSC and encouraging further donations. The 
East Wing is due to be finished in July of 2001 and the West 
Wing in the summer of 2002. Freshmen should have full use 
of the INSC by the fall of their senior year. 

Engineering was dropped from the N.S. r.oster in the 
mid-1970s, when the administration could no longer justify 
the cost of maintaining it. After World War II, the interest in 
engineering had veered off sharply. For the program to have 
survived, a great deal of money would have been needed to 
modernize the machine shops, curricula, and faculty, and there 
was not enough interest in the student body to do so. Today, 
there is little evidence that engineering ever existed. Whitall 
Hall, where many student engineers took drafting, and the 
machine shops in Hilles have long disappeared. The D.C. 
stands where Whitall did once, and the machine shops of 
Hilles are now chemistry labs. 

The twist on the "fall" of the Engineering department 
is that a new type of "engineering" has emerged, in the past 
decade, to take its place among the traditional "natural" sci
ences of biology, astronomy, physics, mathematics and chem
istry. Computer science, now a concentration, has much to 
gain in the new INSC, which will unite all of the campus 
computer labs into one space. The natural sciences have 
become dependent upon computers for data anaylsis and 

My mother and father taught me from an early age 
that men and women were equal. I was given baseball 
gloves along with my ballet shoes, and my Barbie Dolls 
were drivers of Tonka Trucks and architects for Lego 
castles. My parents awarded me every opportunity to ex
cel in arj!as traditionally reserved for "boys," and had 
dreams of me becoming an astronaut or a doctor. 

It was much to their dismay, then, when I decided 
that I would rather be a Girl. I left behind their footballs 
and ignored their invitations to go fishing. I was happy 
with tea parties and Anne of Green Gables make-believe 
games. And when I began high school, my true love was 
English - a decidedly feminine field. 

Never once, however, did I stop to question my class 
and career choices, or link them to my gender. I wrote 
because I was good at it and because I loved it. IfI had felt 
the same passion for proofs as I had for poetry, then I would 
have "done" math instead of literature. Similarly, when I 
didn't take to computers or electronics, I assumed that it 
was because I "wasn't a technologically minded person" 
- not because I hadn't received enough encouragement 
to participate in engineering activities, and certainly never 
because I was a "Girl." I wanted no part of electronic ap
paratus, and I refused to feign interest, just for the sake of 
"equality." 

But I'm all grown up now, and the rules and the stakes 

modeling, so it makes sense for the C.S. labs to be "close
by" the sciei:ice labs. But computer science, as its own disci
pline, will also have the opportunity to expand. Increasingly, 
it is becoming necessary for all undergraduates to have a 
knowledge of computers that goes beyond word-processing 
and Netscape. More and more employers expect that gradu
ates, even those from liberal arts backgrounds, will have a 
high degree of technical proficiency. Haverford, in the ex
pansion of C.S. 's part in the science curriculum, is taking 
steps to adapt the curriculum to reflect the changing demands 
of society. 

Now, it is one thing to hear that Haverford might build 
a grand new science center (just like that promised pool); it 
is quite another to see it coming together. For a school that 
always moves methodically, considering and reconsidering 
every opinion before any action is taken, it seems that this 
project is moving at unprecedented speed. In recent months, 
we were thrilled to have new dishes appear in the DC. Fifty 
million (an average quote, for there are many-both official 
and unofficial), then seems like an amazing amount of money 
to be spending on one project around here. But consider this: 

On Being a ''Girl'' 
Monica Hesse 

Perspectives Editor 

@) 
0 

• 

are different. What I formerly embraced as my unique
ness is now relegated to a perceived stance of submission. 
I have been chided for "bowing to men's definition of 
beauty" by shaving my legs. Skirts, high-heels, and mas
cara, as well must be placed by the roadside, as they are 
symbols of female oppression. And a male offering to pay 
for dinner is insulting, presumptuous, and chauvinistic. 

So let me clear a few things up. I smile graciously 
when people open doors for me. I assume they do it not to 

What the INSC means for the notion of "liberal arts" 
at Haverford is unclear. The humanities and social sciences, 
with the exception of psychology, do not seem to stand to 
gain much from the INSC. The Center will, however, allow 
for the college to continue to attract a talented student body. 
It may also boost the College in its rankings, which would 
attract impressive student applicants into all disciplines. 

But this is not an article that aims to deal with the issue 
of "fairness" or the physical state of Woodside Cottage. In
stead, it has tried to show just how seriously Haverford takes 
the natural sciences. The INSC is actually being built, and 
rather quickly, too. Today the droning of engines isn't to be 
heard from the engineering machine shops of Hilles Hall, 
but from the INSC site as Haverford moves to take its place 
in the 21st century's increasingly applied, rather than "natu
ral," science community. 

infer that my feminine stiuure leaves me incapable, but 
rather because they respect my existence as a person. My 
boyfriend pays for my movies and meals not because he 
must "take care of me" but because it is financially more 
sensible for him to do so. I wear skirts because I like the 
freedom of motion, heels because I'm only 5 '4", and make
up because there's nothing wrong with hiding studying
induced dark circles. 

Still, I can't help but feel guilty. I am plagued by the 
unshakable sense that I am betraying my sex and all that 
we've fought for with each dress that I don and each per
fume that I sample. I feel that every display of femininity 
must be tempered with a comparable "random act of femi
nism." I find myself glaring at grandfatherly men in the 
supermarket when they benignly refer to me as a "sweet
heart." I lecture roadside whistlers, refuse seats on bus 
rides, and once spent an afternoon explaining to my seven
year-old sister that we could not play "Girl Talk" because 
it super-imposed the gender-based stereotype that women 
were preoccupied with activities like shopping and mani
cures. 

But I'm getting tired. This double-existence only 
leaves me frustrated and empty. Is there such thing as a 
pantyhose-wearing Womanist? Am I allowed to be pretty 
and still be politically correct? When do I get to stop being 
a feminist and just be a person? 
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The education issue 
Regan Fitzgerald 

Columnist 

Education is one of the most important and volatile 
issues on the campaign trail this fall. Both candidates be
lieve that their individual plans will be able to rejuvenate 
America's flagging public schools. However, before look
ing at the individual proposals, it is important to know that 
the role of the federal government in education funding is 
actually very small. Only about nine percent of the total 
funds given to individual school districts by states is from 
the federal government. So, while every penny counts, there 
is less direct impact that a president can have over how the 
schools conduct themselves than it seems. Nonetheless, 
threats to take away this money can be effective. This is 
primarily how the future president will have influence over 
public schools. ' 

There are three major education issues in the cam
paign this year: school vouchers, accountability, and fund
ing for higher education. 

for the better. 
Of course, there is no way of knowing which of these 

scenarios will prove true, and we can only continue to watch 
the states that have trial programs. Currently, there is posi
tive news, but most of the possible negative affects are 
long-term problems that will not be apparent for years to 
come. 

Accountability: Both candidates believe that there 
should be a way to hold schools accountable for failing to 
give children a quality education. Additionally, both are 
supporting standardized testing to show educational 
progress. However, they differ on the extent to which this 
testing should be administered, as well as teacher account
ability. 

Mr. Bush believes that, in order for school systems to 
be eligible for federal funding, they must give children a state
devised standardized test every year from third grade on. If 
schools show poor performance, they will be penalized by 
either being taken over by the state, or by having vouchers 

Higher Education: Both candidates are putting 
forward plans to give students more money to go to 
college, but in different ways. Mr. Gore proposes to 
make up to $10,000 of money paid for tuition tax-de
ductible. Mr. Bush supports making the income require
ments for Pell Grants higher and also raising their 
amount to approximately $5,000 a year. Both candi
dates believe in giving more federal support to histori
cally black colleges: and Mr. Bush also wants to give 
additional funds to historically Latino colleges. 

On many of the issues, the candidates are very 
close in principle, and the true differences appear re
garding funding and how it is spent. Mr. Gore wants to 
pump more money into the public schools but demands 
accountability, while Mr. Bush would put money in the 
hands of the parents of students in failing schools to 
use as they wish (or how they can). The question comes 
down to which system you can support, and perhaps 
ultimately how children will be taught and what will 
be expected from them in the future. 

Vouchers: This controversial plan is supported by 
Mr. Bush, but rejected by Mr. Gore. Vouchers would give 
public funds to students in poorly performing public 
schools so that they may apply the money toward tuition 
of private or parochial schools. This system is being tested 
in Ohio and Florida, among other states, and has thus far 
shown an increase in the 

instituted. This test will also determine whether the child goes ~-------------------
to summer school and advances a grade. Mr. Gore believes 

test scores of students us
ing vouchers. There seem 
to be many positives in 
this system, including 
holding schools directly 
accountable for bad test 
scores and removing chil
dren from high-risk 
schools. 

However, there is 
also a negative side pre
venting educators and educational analysts from support
ing vouchers. The major problem raised is that the $1,500 
that Mr. Bush proposes to give to parents is usually not 
enough to enable a poor family to remove their child from 
a failing school. Consequently, middle and upper class 
children leave the school system, taking vital funds with 
them, while those who cannot afford tuition are left in se
verely under-funded schools that have no ability to change 

that there should be the same type of standardized tests, but 
not as often and not with such clear repercussions on the 
student. He also believes that teachers should be required to 
take tests to determine their knowledge of teaching methods 
as well as the subject they are teaching. 

Although they 
have been around 
since at least the 
1960s, standardized 
tests, in one form or 
another, have become 
the hot method of 
judging schools and 
children during the last 
10 years. Whether 
they are simply direct 
tests of skills such as 

reading and math, or more broadly based critical thinking 
skills exams, the standardized test seems to be the new miracle 
cure for education. Only time will tell if they are really help
ing children, and those critical of heavily test-dependent sys
tems believe that teachers are so busy teaching the test that 
they ignore other important subjects and effective styles of 
teaching. It is also held that tests do not take into account 
that different children learn in different ways. 

Hiding behind the number phobia 
Ben Allen 

Guest Columnist 

In watching the presidential debates on Tuesday 
night, there were many moments when I was struck by 
something one of the two candidates said. But nothing 
struck me so much as Bush's use of the term "fuzzy math." 

Bush's exact words were, "Look, this is a man, he's 
got great numbers. He talks about numbers. I'm beginning 
to think not only did he invent the Internet, but he invented 
the calculator. It's fuzzy math." The "numbers" which Bush 
is primarily referring to are the figures that Al Gore re
peated many times throughout the course of the debate 
regarding Bush's budget plan. According to Gore, more 
money will be spent on tax cuts for the wealthiest one per
cent of Americans than on education, national defense, 
health and prescription drugs combined. 

By using the term "fuzzy math," Bush is resorting to 
one of the most despicable practices in popular politics. 
He is deliberately playing upon the ignorance and math 
phobia of the voting public. Let's face it, numbers can be 
confusing, especially the large numbers that come up in 
economic and political debates. 1es hard for anyone to 
have a clear idea of what a "trillion" is, and if one is bom
barded with figure after figure of how much money is spent 
on this and how many people are doing that, all of the 
numbers can start to sound the same. So when Bush ac
cuses Gore of practicing "fuzzy math," he is stating that 
the figures Gore is quoting are basically meaningless. 

But numbers are not meaningless. Numbers are the 
language that humans have developed to describe how 
many there are of something, whether it be how many 
classes we are taking or how much power a family has to 
buy food. So while numbers have no concrete meaning in 
and of themselves, the quantities they refer to are very real. 
And it should be apparent even to math-phobes that spend-

ing a lot of money to irriprove education will produce bet
ter results than spending only a little money, regardless of 
what the actual numbers are. When Gore "talks about num
bers," he really talks about issues that will affect all of us, 
but he expresses those issues in terms of numbers in order 
to be precise. 

Fortunately, I don't think Bush's ploy worked. He 
came across as both uninformed and negative, while Gore 
did well to point out that Bush never denied Gore's one 
percent figure. However, were Bush a better' debater and 
Gore a lesser one, this trick might have been effective. 
Imagine a world where such tactics would work; where 
politicians could come up with any kind of plans they feel 
like, secure in the knowledge that Americans are too math
phobic to understand what the plans will actually produce. 

In order to avoid being one of those Americans who 
is too ignorant and apathetic to verify what politicians say, 
I did some research on the subject of Bush's tax cut. On 
Al Gore's web site www.algore2000.com, there is an analy
sis of Bush's tax plan, using figures from Bush's own web 

· -site www.georgewbush.com, and from the Center for Tax 
Justice (www.ctj.com). This analysis affirms Gore's state
ment that Bush plans to spend more on a tax cut for the 
wealthiest one percent of Americans than several other 
programs combined. Bush's site www.georgewbush.com 
responds to Al Gore's accusation by pointing out other 
aspects of Bush's tax plan, but never denies the one per
cent figure. 

George W. Bush has, in a sense, accused us of not 
knowing enough math to understand politics. I propose 
we take him up on his challenge and research for ourselves 
not only which numbers are involved in the 2000 presi
dential campaign, but what the numbers mean. 

Expanding the 
borders of Customs 

Matt Joyce 
Guest Columnist 

If you ask a Haverford student whether they thought 
Customs week was a positive and beneficial experience, 
chances are you will be greeted with a very energetic "yes." 
You may even receive an anecdote about the competitive 
excitement of the Dorm Olympics, or the power of Katie 
Kesner's testimony. 

If you ask students why they felt the week was so 
valuable, I'd be willing to guess that many responses would 
revolve around meeting new people and forging the be
ginnings of great friendships. 

Freshman orientation can be one of the most excit
ing times in college students ' school careers. The combi
nation of nervous enthusiasm, boundless energy, and a 
desire to make connections with new classmates can pro
vide the ideal environment for creating powerful and last
ing relationships with peers. Although Haverford's Cus
toms program exemplifies this experience in many ways, 
it also tends to confine freshmen within the walls of their 
hall or apartment. While forming bonds with the people 
with whom you will be living for the next year is certainly 
important, orientation should also provide an opportunity 
to make campus-wide connections with the rest of the class. 

Many schools similar to Haverford meet this chal
lenge by offering outdoor trips in which freshmen from 
every dorm are placed together for a few days of hiking, 
canoeing, biking or any number of other activities. Stu
dents must become dependent upon one another to have a 
successful trip, so relationships and group dynamics 
quickly gain strength. Because every student is placed in 
unfamiliar territory, outdoor trips often ease the nerves of 
even the most timid students. The general comfort level 
within the group, even after only a few hours, is remark
able. These experiences allow students to gain a great corps 
of friends before even stepping onto campus. 

At Haverford, orientation trips would present the op
portunity for frosh to develop connections with numerous 
halls and apartments throughout campus. Combined with 
Customs Week, trips would provide freshmen not only with 
a second closely knit group to help smooth the turbulent 
beginnings of college, but would also offer students com
fortable links to the rest of campus. Introductions in the 
first weeks would become less daunting, as students would 
no longer have to awkwardly wander though unfamiliar 
halls, or penetrate the steel-welded bonds of another cus
toms group. Hopefully, outdoor trips would help integrate 
the campus from day one, and may loosen the 16-student 
compounds that are so frequently seen wandering towards 
the DC from the doors of freshmen halls during first se
mester. 

New students, in their first days at Haverford, are 
immediately issued a key that reliably opens the doors 
within their own hall and building, and helps students de
velop strong friendships with their neighbors. I feel that 
orientation trips would provide the means to unlock the 
rest of campus. 
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THE MAIL 
·A Woman's choice Corrections 

To the bi-co community: 
I am in awe of the women I have 

met in the Haverford and Bryn Mawr 
community. About once a week, I find 
myself having a conversation with a 
classmate and thinking, "She's the one. I 
am standing here talking to the first 
woman president." At the same time, in 
this atmosphere rife with intellectual cu
riosity, I hear too many women say they 
aren't that interested in this or any elec
tion. It doesn't effect them. They won't 
make a difference. 

That is just not true. 
First of all, this presidential elec

tion absolutely effects the women of the 
bi-co and of this country. Al Gore and 
George Bush may have some similar 
policies, but on the issue of a woman's 
right to choose, there can be no mistak
ing the differences. I am from Austin, 
Texas. For six years, I have watched 
Governor Bush and his party restrict this 
right as much as they can without com
pletely disregarding the Supreme Court. 

When he says that he wants to protect the 
health of women and the unborn, he 
means that he will continue to do all in 
his power to reverse Roe v. Wade. 

I don't know a lot of women here 
who are planning to vote for Bush, but I 
know too many who aren't planning to 
vote. The right to choose what to do with 
our bodies is one of our newest and most 
precious, but it hangs in the balance in 
this election. As women, we cannot af
ford to withhold our votes. On Novem
ber 7, we have tbe right to choose be
tween reproductive freedom and reac
tionary policy, between two men and 
their plans for how we. women, will be 
able to exercise our freedom in the fu
ture. 

Still, no matter who we choose this 
year, we will be leaving the presidency 
and its power to effect our lives to men. 
As women who have been told all of our 
lives that we can do anything, we have 
the power to open our own door to the 
highest level~ of public office. But, we 

can't do it without electing women to 
office. In Pennsylvania, there are women 
candidates, like Lyrin Yeakel and Allyson 
Schwartz, at many levels of government, 
waiting and hoping for the support of the 
bi-co. They need us and we need them 
even more. Laws will not make sense for 
women until women have an equal voice 
in making laws. 

We, the women of Haverford and 
Bryn Mawr, stand far removed from 
those days when women, barred from the 
polls, picketted in protest. But, their 
legacy lives on. Some among us have 
marched and chanted in protest of the 
injustices of our own lifetimes. What we 
must remember, especially on November 
7, is that the act of voting is the most radi
cal and subversive tool we possess. Use 
it. 

Sincerely, 
Rachel Wright BMC '03 
for the Bryn Mawr and Haverford 
Democrats 

In the Sept. 3 edition of the Bi-Co 
the caption to the picture 
accompanying "Calling Shots" should 
have credited the published photo to 
the Haverford College Archives. 

The front-page article "Population 
growth debate unravels into ethical 
fray" was credited to Lakshmi Gandhi 
and Christine McCluskey. It should 
have been credited to Lakshmi 
Gandhi with reporting by McCluskey. 

The Group® 

is seeking applications for the position of 
Mergers & Acquisitions Analyst from 

Brwyn Mawr & Haverford Undergraduates 

o tac: 
Arash Farin 

el: (212) 583-5029 
Fax: (212) 583-5349 
farin@blackstone.com 

Please submit resumes through 
eRecruiting before Octo e 25th. 
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345 Park Avenue, 281h Floor 
New York, NY 10154 
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EDITORIAL 
Where's the choice 2000? 

A Show of hands please: who thinks the Commis
sion on Presidential Debates (CPD) needs a kick in the 
pants? Because as exciting as Gore 's hand movements and 
Bush's "fuzzy math" allegations are, it would be nice to 
see some other opinions in the debates. 

Currently, the CPD has three criteria for allowing 
candidates into the debates they sponsor. First, the candi
date must be eligible for the presidency under the Consti
tution. Second, the candidate must have a mathematical 
chance of securing an Electoral College majority in the 
election. Third, the candidate must have at least 15 percent 
of the national electorate as determined by results of five 
major polls. 

The first criterion makes sense. If a candidate could 
not possibly be president under the Constitution, why 
bother? 

The second criterion makes less sense. Although a 
candidate may not be on enough state ballots to mathemati
cally win the presidency, that doesn't invalidate or make 

,less serious the candidate's positions. Not including such a 
candidate also narrows the discussion to the basically mod
erate positions of the Democratic and Republican candi
dates. 

As for the third criterion: why is there such a large 
difference between the standard for receiving federal elec
tion funds and the standard for participating in the debates? 
A candidate must have only five percent of the general vote 
in the previous presidential election to receive federal elec
tion funds, but to participate in the debates, that same can
didate must receive an average of 15 percent in five major 
polls (ABC News/Washington Post, CBS News/New York 
Times, NBC News/Wall Street Journal, CNN/USA Today/ 
Gallup, and Fox News/Opinion Dynamics). This difference 
can be partially explained by considering that people are 
more likely to say in a poll that they will vote for a third
party candidate than their actual vote indicates. However, 
this does not relieve the CPD of the responsibility to air 
the opinions of all viable candidates, and if a candidate is 
viable enough to receive federal funding, why isn't he or 
she viable enough to debate the issues? 

One interesting side note is that the CPD is com
prised of three Republicans and three Democrats and is 
co-chaired by former heads of the Republican and Demo-

cratic National Committees. It is funded by corporations, 
including AT&T, Anheuser-Busch, US Airways and 3Com. 
Though they claim impartiality in selection criteria, with 
such composition and funding, is it any wonder that only 
the Republican and Democratic candidates are officially 
debating? 

And although Nader was given a ticket for first de
bate by a college student, representatives of the CPD turned 
him away at the door, saying he was not an invited guest. 
"It's already been decided that whether or not you have a 
ticket, you are not welcome in the debate," John Bezeris, a 
representative of the debate commission, told Nader (Mi
ami Herald online, Oct. 4). 

Another reason to include third-party candidates in 
the debates is voter apathy. We have all heard that voters 
are apathetic, that less than half the eligible voters actually 
go to the polls but could this be because they are bored 
with the candidates? Imagine how much more exciting 
debates would be if Ralph Nader and Pat Buchanan were 
invited. For an example, just look at the last gubernatorial 
election in Minnesota. Reform Party candidate Jesse 
Ventura elicited the highest election turnout in the nation 
in 1998, and won. 

It's true that greater involvement by third-party can
didates could distract from the "main event," the race be
tween the two relative moderates. Is this really that bad? 
Ultimately, the participation of third-party candidates in 
the presidential debates is not about the viability of Nader 
or Buchanan, but about the inclusion of alternative opin
ions. 

It has been argued that the third-party candidates are 
just as publicized as Bush and Gore, and their public appear
ance records are certainly impressive. Most recently, Nader 
appeared on Saturday Night live on Oct. 7, and Buchanan 
spoke on Larry King live on Oct. 3. However, the prestige 
and the audience that the official debates receive is more 
important than what media coverage can provide. Addition
ally, there is a vicious cycle involved in media attention for 
the candidates. As Buchanan noted in the Larry King live 
appearance, "Unless you get up in the polls you don't get the 
front page. And you don't get up in the polls unless you get 
on the front page." 

So, how about that kick in the pants? 
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