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Al-Qaeda (AQ) urged Muslims to push back against the Saudi government for its recent 
crackdown on preachers and activists, telling them in the 16th issue of its “al-Nafeer” (Call to 
Mobilize) bulletin that it is “high time” to rise up. 
 
The group’s as-Sahab Media Foundation published the bulletin in Arabic and, for the first time, 
in English, and posted both on Telegram on September 13, 2017. It also provided a copy of the 
“Charter for the Support of Islam,” which was authored by AQ leader Ayman al-Zawahiri and 
originally released in November 2012. In the bulletin, the group argued that even a “grey zone” 
in which scholars work is not tolerated by the Saudi government, as it demands “total support” of 
every move it makes. AQ told scholars in general: 
 
“So O’ scholars and callers to Islam! Silence, outward displays of moderation, and disavowal of 
Mujahideen will not save us from the tyranny and control of the criminals; it will only aggravate 
their despotism and arrogance.” 
 
Following is a copy of the English version of the bulletin: 
 
Al-Nafir Bulletin 
Issue 16 
 
September 2017 
Dhul Hijah 1438 
 
Whoever fights them with his hand is a believer 
Whoever fights them with his tongue is a believer 
 
Since the start of the so-called ‘War on Terror,’ the Mujahideen have repeatedly stated that it is 
not a war against a select few who fight the Zionist-Crusader enemy so as to bleed it to death. 
Rather, it is a continuation of the war on Islam; a war on every free honorable Muslim who 
wants for his oppressed Ummah honor and glory; a war on sincere scholars and callers to Allah 
who wish the best for their Ummah; a war for the continued theft of the natural resources and 
wealth of the Ummah. 
 
It was among the blessings of Allah on this Ummah that the open fronts of war in several 
countries lit the way for the youth, scholars, students of knowledge and the youth. This made it 
possible for them to join the Jihad in defense of their Religion, their Ummah and its sanctities. 
However, due to the severity of this path and the tremendous sacrifices it demands, some 
scholars and callers to Allah preferred to work for Islam within the parameters of a grey zone. 
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However, the tyrannical regimes imposed on the Ummah and specifically the Saudi regime, can 
no longer tolerate even this. They seek nothing less from the scholars and students of knowledge 
than total support of every step taken by the government, even if it is open disbelief. And 
whoever refuses to fall in line completely ends up behind bars. 
 
So O’ scholars and callers to Islam! Silence, outward displays of moderation, and disavowal of 
Mujahideen will not save us from the tyranny and control of the criminals; it will only aggravate 
their despotism and arrogance. This then is the message of the Mujahideen for our Shuyukh and 
imprisoned brothers: We worship Allah by helping the oppressed and subjugated Muslims, 
regardless of the differences in our opinions and stances. And to our people in the Arabian 
Peninsula we say: How can the grandsons of the Prophet (pbuh) and his Companions become 
slaves of the Family of Saud and its fool headed tyrants? Is it not high time that you rise in 
support of your Religion and your imprisoned scholars and callers to Allah? 
 
To conclude, we are publishing once again the ‘Charter for the Support of Islam’ as a reminder 
for those working to support Islamic causes and Muslims. So let us all unite in a single rank 
against Disbelief and its allies. 
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