
The following issue positions of Gerald 
Ford and Jimmy Carter were selected by 
The News from material compiled by Com
mon Cause over the course of the primary 
campaigns. In preparing these profiles, 
Coriunon Cause used issue materials 
released directly by the candidates and 
records of their positions as reported by 
major news media. Although citations of 
source of quote and date are not included, 
all source materials are on file in the Com
mon Cause office. The profiles do not pur
port to be inclusive, but contain m
formation gathered by Common Cause. 

Inflation 
Overview 

CARTER: "There are more humane and 
economically sound solutions to inflation 
than the Republican program of forced 
recessions and high unemployment. We 
must battle inflation through: 
• stea4y flow of jobs and output 
• a better matching of supply and demand 
• reform of government regulations which 

unnecessarily add to consumer costs 
• strict anti-trust and consumer protection 

enforcement 
• increased emphasis on productivity 
• lower interest rates · 
• effective monitoring of inflationary 

trends and forces 
• standby wage and price controls, which 

the President could apply selectively." 
FORD: "My first objective," Ford states, "is 
to have sound economic growth without in
flation." 

"This is not a policy of the quick fix ," 
Ford asserts in his 1977 budget message. 
"It does not hold out the hollow pr.omise 
that we can wipe out inflation and unem
ployment overnight. Instead it is an honest, 
realistic policy - a policy that says we can 
steadily reduce inflation and unem
ployment if we maintain a prudent, bal
anced approach." 

"I would like to reiterate mv firm oppo
sition to wage and price controls .. .! do not 
believe on the basis of past history of wage 
and price controls during peace-time that 
they worked." 

Government Spending 
CARTER: "I think; that a strong emphasis 
toward comprehensive planning and 
carefully prepared budgets can reduce large 
deficits and therefore contribute to con
trolled inflation. We need to institute zero
based budgeting, wherein we strip down 
the budget each year to zero and start from 
scratch, and require every program that 

Carter: "There are more 
humane and economical
ly sound solutions to in
flation than the Re
publican program of 
forced recessions and 
high unef!Jployment." 
spends the taxpayer's money to rejustify it
self annually." 
"I favor balanced budgets over the business 
cycle. If the economy is managed 
progessively, we can attain a balanced 
budget with full employment by 1979 ... 
Putting people to work would enlarge the 
amount of taxes the Government collects 
and reduce what it spends to fight unem
ployment." 
FORD: " ... the Government must stop spend
ing so much and borrowing so much of our 
money; more money must remain in private 
hands where it will do the most good. To 
hold down the cost of living, we must hold 
down the cost of government." 

Jobs and Unemployment 

Overview 
CARTER: "I think the major priority oHhe 
next administration has got to be em
ployment. My own belief is that we can get 
the adult unemployment rate down to 3% 
or the overall rate down to 4.5%, without 
any adverse effect on inflation." 
"I believe that anyone who is able to work 
ought to work-and ought to have a chance 
to work ... We simply cannot check in
flation by keeping people out of work." 
"I think the major thrust ought to be the 
strengthening of the private sector, not 
guaranteeing everybody they will get a job 
from the federal government." 
"To reach full employment we must assure, 

among other things: 
• support for the Full Employment Act of 

1976 
• an expansionary fiscal and monetary 

policy for the coming fiscal year to 
stimulate demand, production and jobs; 

• (stimulation and incentives for) the 
private sector to hire the unemployed 
and to retain workers already employed 
even during periods of economic -down
turn. 

• an increased commitment by the federal 
government to fund the cost of on-the-job 
training by business; 

• improved manpower training programs; 
• creation of meaningful and productive 

public needs jobs as a supplement to the 
private sector, including jobs for unmet 
needs in areas such as housing 
rehabilitation and repairing our railroad 
roadbeds. 

FORD: "The best and most effective way to 
create new jobs is to pursue balanced eco
nomic policies that encourage the growth of 
the private sector without risking a new 
round of inflation. This is the core of my 
economic policy, and I believe that the 
steady improvements in the economy over 
the last half year on both the unemploy
ment and inflation fronts bear witness to 
its essential wisdom." 

"My proposed economic policies are ex
pected to produce lasting, productive jobs, 
not temporary jobs paid for by the Ameri
can taxpayer." 

"This is a policy of balance, realism, and 
common sense. It is a sound policy which 
provides long term benefits and does not 
promise more than it can deliver ." 

"President Ford is not going to be satis
fied until everybody has a job who wants a 
job. That is the only criterion by which this 
administration will judge whether we are 
going well or badly." 

"It is true that what I am proposing is not 
going to get the unemployed back to work 
overnight. But it will get them back to 
work, with lasting and secure jobs - not 
deadend jobs supported by the govern-
ment." 

Public Jobs 
CARTER: "To supplement our effort to have 
private industry play a greater role, the 
federal government has an obligation to 
provide funds for useful and productive 
public employment of those whom private 
business cannot or will not hire. Therefore 
we should ... 
• provide 8,000 summer youth jobs 
• pass an accelerated public works program 

targeted to areas of specific national 
needs. 

• double the CET A (Comprehensive 
Educational Training Act) program from 

300,000 to 600,000 jobs, and provide 
counter-cyclical aid to cities with high 
unemployment." 

Q: You recently endorsed the Humphrey
Hawkins full employment bill. Why did you 
wait so long? 
A: "I didn't approve of it the way it was 
originally written. With a mandatory total 
unemployment goal of 3%. taking in all 
groups, most of my economic advisers 
thought that would mean double-digit in
flation. And although in its original form 
the bill professed to make the government 
the employer of last resort, in effect it 
placed the government almost as an em
ployer of first resort." 
"The programs I have proposed will be 
repaid by increased tax revenues generated 
by the reduction in unemployment from the 
jobs programs I have outlined. Their financ
ing can be assisted by the $5 billion to $8 
billion streamlining of the defense budget I 
have suggested." 
FORD: "One test of a healthy economy is a 
job for every American who wants work." 
"Government - our kind of government -
cannot create that many jobs. But the 
Federal Government can create conditions 
and incentives for private business and in
dustry to make more and more jobs." 
"I am today returning without my ap
proval, S 3201, the Public Works Em
ployment Act of 1976. This bill would 
require $3.95 billion in federal funding 
above and beyond what is necessary." 
"I recognize there is merit in the argument 
that some areas of the country are suf
fering from exceptionally high rates of 
unemployment and that the federal govern
ment should provide assistance. My 
budgets for fiscal years 1976 and 1977 do, 
in fact , seek to provide such assistance." 
"The Humphrey-Hawkins boondoggle 
would decree that unemployment must be 

no higher than 3% by the end of four years. 
If not enough private jobs are available, the 
Federal Government will make work. How 
much all of this would cost, how long such 
public payroll jobs would continue, what 
the added inflationary impact would be 
really defies any rational calculations. 
Never mind the law would get the Federal 
Government deeper and deeper into 
economic planning on a national scale un
precedented in our history," 

Private Market Incentives 
CARTER: "Wherever there is a choice bet
ween channeling jobs in the private sector 
or the public, I would favor the private." 

Ford: "(We) do not hold 
out the hollow promise 
that we can wipe out in
flation and unemploy
ment overnight." 

"Specific stimulation should be given to 
private industry to hire the unemployed 
through the methods mentioned above and: 
• public programs.to train people for work 

in private sector jobs. 
• incentives specifically geared to en

courage employment, including in
centives to employers who employ young 
persons and persons with lengthy records 
of unemployment and to those employers 
who provide flexible hours ' of em
ployment and flexible jobs, to aid access 
by women to the market place." 

FORD: "Five out of six jobs in this country 
are in private business and industry. Com

e mon sense tells us this is the place to look 
~ for more jobs and to find them faster." 

"My program includes: 
• Large and permanent tax reductions that 

will leave more money where it can do 
the most good: in the hands of the 
American people; 

• Incentives for the construction of new 
plants and equipment in areas of high 
unemployment; 

• More than $21 billion in outlays in the 
fiscal year beginning October 1 for im
portant public works such as energy 
facilities. waste water treatment plants, · 
roads, and veterans' hospitals represent
ing_ a 17% increase over the previous 
fiscal year." 

Role of the Federal 
Govemment 

Big Government 
CARTER: "The basic difficulty facing the 
American government today cuts across 
all the other campaign issues. The 
proliferation of programs and agencies, 
particularly in the past ten years, has 
inevitably created duplications, waste 
and inefficiency." 

"We must give top priority to a drastic and 
thorough revision and reorganization of 
the federal bureaucracy, to its budgeting 
system and to the procedures for 
analyzing the effectiveness of its ser
vices." 

"The number of federal agencies should be 
reduced to no more than 200 . .. " 

Q: "You're talking about more efficient 
government, not necessarily smaller 
government?" 

A: "That's right." 
FORD: "We must not continue drifting in 
the direction of bigger and bigger govern
ment. The driving force of our 200-year 
history has been our private sector. If we 

(Continued on page 2) 
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continue to increase government's share of 
our economy, we will have no choice but to 
raise taxes and will, in the process, dampen 
further the forces of competition, risk, and 
reward that have served us well'' 
"From the very beginning, I forced 
Congress to abandon or to severely cut back 
reckless Federal spending programs. I 
vetoed 49 bills sent to me by the Congress 
and 42 of those vetoes have been sustained, 
saving the American taxpayer $13 billion 
... The first decision I made when I became 
President in August of 1974, was to insist 
upon a cutback in the projected increase in 

Ford: uro hold down the 
cost of living, we must 
hold down the cost of 
government." 
Federal employment of 55,000. And we 
achieved that reduction." 
"The structure of the Federal Government 
is always under review, and the Office of 
OMP is constantly going into every Depart
ment to try and get rid of functions and 
responsibilities in individual Departments 
to improve their management." When 
asked if zero-based budgeting would be con
sidered by such a commission, Ford avoided 
any direct or explicit comment on the con
cept. 

Economic Planning 
CARTER: "I favor coordinated government 
planning to attack problems of structural 
unemployment, inflation, environmental 
deterioration, exaggeration of economic 
inequalities, natural resource limitations, 
and obstructions to the opemtion of the 
free market system." 
"The techniques . . . can and will be carried 
out within the framework of our present 
private enterprise system, free market in
stitutions and administrative structures." 
"I believe that ... planning can be carried 
out without the creation of a new 
bureaucracy." 
FORD: Ford rejects economic planning. In 
general, he sees such planning as just 
another intrusion of government in the 
private sector. · 

Taxes 
Taxes 

CARTER: "I am considering a drastic sim
plification of the income tax system that 
would lower taxes on middle and low in
come families. To do that you would 
eliminate hundreds of tax breaks and 
greatly reduce the tax rate. A recent study 
says such a plan would allow a reduction of 
as much as 40% in the tax rate." 
Carter favors "a simple structure with all 
income treated the same, with income being 
taxed only once, with a truly progressive 
tax rate so that those who made the most 
... paid the higher percentage in total 
taxes." 
"To solve the current problems of the Social 
Security system . .. rather than increasing 

Carter: tiWhenever there 
is a choice between 
channeling jobs in the 
private sector or the pub
lic, I would favor the 
private." 
the contribution rate as President Ford has 
suggested - which would put an even 
greater burden on the average wage earner, 
would not insure more benefits, and would 
require everyone to pay more - if ad
ditional revenues are needed, I would prefer 
a more progressive plan to increase 
gradually the maximum amount of ear
nings subject to the social security tax." 
FORD: "A major objective should be to sim
plify the tax system as well as make it more 
equitable. My administration's objectives 
are threefold- greater equity, greater sim
plification, and lower taxes." 

The Bryn Mawr-Haverford College News 
"My program also includes $10 billion of "Our principal allies, with the industrial 
further tax reductions. Benefits are direc- democracies of the Atlantic Community 
ted toward middle and lower income tax and Japan, have never been more solid. 
payers and incentives for creation of new "A further agreement to limit the strategic 
jobs by business. These cuts would be linked arms race may be achieved. 
to comparable cuts in Federal spending." "We have an improving relationship with 
"I have submitted legislation that would 
require high income tax payers to pay a 
reasonable tax, that would restrict the use 
of artificial accounting losses as tax 
shelters, and would gradually reduce the 
double taxation on corporate dividends so 
that we might encourage greater in
vestment in our country's future." 
"I propose tax changes to encourage people 
to invest in America's future and their own, 
through a plan that gives moderate income 
families income tax benefits if they make 
long-term investments in common stock in 
American companies." 
"I am concerned about the integrity of our 
Social Security Trust Fund ... Unless we 
act soon to make sure the Fund takes in as 
much as it pays out, there will be no 
security for old or for young. I must, 
therefore, recommend a .3% increase in 
both employer and employee Social 
Security taxes effective January 1, 1977 

" 

International Rela.tions 
and National Security 

Overview 
CARTER: "Under the Nixon-Ford ad
ministration, there has evolved a kind of 
secretive 'Lone-Ranger' foreign policy of in
ternational adventure ... A foreign policy 
based on secrecy inherently has had to be 

· closely guarded and amoral, and we have 
had to forego openness, consultation and a 
constant adherence to fundamental prin
~iples and high moral standards .. . 
Secretaries of State and Defense ... should 
regularly appear before Congress, 
hopefully in televised sessions, to answer 
hard questions and to give straight ans
wers." 
"A stable world order cannot become a 
reality when people of many nations of the 
world suffer mass starvation or when there 
are no established arrangements to deal 
with population growth, energy, or en
vironmental quality." 
"The time has come for us to seek a working 
partnership between North America, 
Western Europe and Japan . Our three 
regions share economic, political and 
security concerns that make it logical that 

Ford (on SALT): til can as
sure you we will not give 
more than we get." 

we should seek ever-increasing unity and 
understanding ... " Carter calls for a re
ordering of foreign policy priorities: high
level unilateral negotiations with com
munist powers must take second place tore
establishing close working relationahips 
with democratic allies. 
FORD: "In our Constitutional system ... 
policies should reflect consultation and ac
commodation between the President and 
Congress. But in the final analysis, as the 
framers of our Constitution knew from hard 

. expenence, the foreign relations of the 
United States can be conducted effectively 
only if there is a strong central direction 
that allows flexibility of action. That 
responsibility rests clearly with the 
President . . . I pledge to the American 
people policies which seek a secure, just and 
peaceful world." 
Ford says his foreign policy will "keep our 
powder dry and not put our finger on the 
nuclear trigger." 
"Today, the state of our foreign policy is 
sound and strong." 
"We are at peace - and I will do all in my 
power to keep it that way." 
"Our military forces are capable and ready; 
ourmilitary power is without equal. And I 
intend to keep it that way." 

Carter: uunder the Nixon
Ford administration, 
there has evolved a kind 
of secretive 'Lone
Ranger' foreign policy ... " 

China, the world's most populous nation. 
''The key elements for peace among the 
nations of the Middle East now exist." 

Arms Control 
CARTER: It is time, in the SALT talks, that 
we complete the stage of agreeing on 
ceilings and get down to the centerpiece of 
SALT - the actual negotiation of re
ductions in st rategic forces and measures 
effectively halting the race in strategic 
weapons technology ... The United States 
should, 
•"(F)ulfill it s decade-old promise to put its 

peaceful nuclear facilities under inter
national safeguards ... 

•"(C)all on all nations of the world to adopt 
a voluntary moratorium on the national 
purchase or sale of enrichment or pro
cessing plants; 

•"give the most serious consideration to the 
establishment of centralized multi
national enrichment facilities involving 
developing countries' investment partici:-

· pation; and 
•"in cooperation with other countries, as

sure the developing nations of an ade
quate supply of enriched uranium to 
eliminate their need for processing 
plants." , 

FORD: Asked if he thought the American 
people needed much convincing about 
SALT, Ford said he was "convinced the 
American people want their President, 
their government, to make responsible and 
safe agreements . .. .I can assure you we will 
not give more than we get." he said. 

"I think it is in the national interest for us 
to continue to work toward a SALT IT 
agreement. We are under no time pressure 
to do so." 

If a good agreement can be reached, "it 
will keep a lid on strategic arms for the 
next seven to ten years. It will compel 'the 
Russians to cut back on their current stra
-tegic military capability," he said. 

Ford signed a treaty hailed by the Ad
ministration as a major breakthrough in 
the SALT negotiations . The treaty provides 
limits on· underground nuclear explosions 
and for reciprocal inspection by Soviet and 
American scientists of each nation's testing 
sites. 

Developing Nations 
CARTER: "We have all seen the growth of 
North-South tensions in world affairs, ten
sions that are often based on legitimate eco
nomic grievances ... The democratic nations 
must respond to the challenge of human 
need on three levels. First , by widening the 
opportunit ies for genuine North-South con
sultations ... Secondly, by assist ing those 
nations that are in the direst need .. . We 
can work to lower trade barriers and make 
a major effort to provice increased support 
to the international agencies that now 
make capital available to the Third World." 

Carter: uwithout endan
gering the defense of our 
nation or our commit
ments to our allies, we 
can reduce present de
fense expenditures by 
$5 to $7 billion annually." 

Carter calls for the establishment of a 
"World Development Budget" to coordinate 
development resources contributed by the 

Friday, Q. 1 
United States, Europe, Japan and the 
OPEC countries. 

" ... all nations must recognize that the 
North-South relationship is not made easier 
by one-sided self-righteousness, by the 
exercise of automatic majorities in world 
bodies, nor by intolerance for the views or 
the very existence of other nations." 
FORD: "I think the United States should 
have a responsible foreign aid program for 
two reasons: One, humanitarian. We ought 
to help people less well off than ourselves. 
Americans are generous, humane and we 
ought to help them. Secondly, I think we 
ought to in order to help ourselves in the 
implementation and execution of our 
foreign policy. 

" ... the United States should have a mean
ingful presence 1n substantial parts of 
Africa. I don't believe we should stand idly 
by while the Soviet Union and Cuba seek 
control and dominate significant parts of 
Africa." 
CARTER: "Without endangering the de
fense of our nation or our commitments to 
our allies, we can reduce presel,\t defense ex
penditures by $5 to $7 billion annually." 
Carter indicated that the savings could be 

achieved by being "hard-headed in the de
velopment of new weapons systems" and by 
cutting unnecessary upper-echelon military 
personnel to produce a more streamlined 
command structure ... "But I can't give you 
at this point an exact figure on next year's 
or the following year's defense budget." 

"The B-1 bomber is an example of a pro
posed system which should not be funded 
and would be wasteful of taxpayers' 
dollars." 

"We still have too many military bases 
and t roops overseas ... Troop commitments 
to NATO territory in Europe and Japan 
should be reduced more. gradually to a 
slightly lower number," with those coun
t ries shar ing some of the costs. 

" .. .I am particularly concerned by our 
nat ion's role as the world's leading arms 
salesman .. . If I become President I will 
work with our allies, some of whom are also 
selling arms, to increase the emphasis on 
peace and to reduce the commerce in 
weapons of war." 
FORD: Ford said he had submitted a "record 
peace-time defense budget request of 
$112.7 billion" that represented an increase 
in real dollars of $7.4 billion. That will im-

(Continued on page 3) 
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prove the strength and readiness of the 
armed services "while trimming off all the 
fat that we can." 

" ... work will continue on the Trident sub
marine, the B-1 strategic bomber, cruise 
missiles and ballistic missiles ... " 

In a supplemental appropriation request 
to Congress, Ford asked for $322.4 million 
to continue production of the Minuteman 
ill missile on an optional basis, and to pro
duce improved nuclear warheads and build 
supporting facilities. This reversed a tenta
tive decision in the January defense budget 
tO halt production of Minuteman III. The 
turn-around was ascribed by the White 
House to the lack of progress at the SALT 
talks. 

President Ford vetoes the $4.4 billion 
foreign aid bill ... citing constitutional prob
lems and "unwise restrictions" on his 
ability to make foreign policy. 

Mlllta..Y Intervention, Covert Action 
CARTER: "We have learned that never 
again should our country become militarily 
involved in the internal affairs of another 
nation unless there is a direct and obvious 
threat to the security of the United States 

or its people .. . The CIA must operate 
within the law." 

"Intelligence is a service to allow foreign 
policy to be based on more complete infor
mation. The function of the intelligence 
agency should be to provide this service, 
not to overthrow governments or make 
foreign policy unilaterally or in secret." 
FORD: Ford asked Congress for legislation 
authorizing electronic surveillance in the 
U.S. for foreign intelligence purposes, upon 
a judicial warrant, and the opening of U.S. 
mail sent to or from suspected foreign a
gents engaged in spying, sabotagr or terror
ism, if a federal judge consents. Ford also 
asked Congress to make it a .crime to plan or 
carry out an assassination of a foreign offi
cial in peacetime. 

Ford's Executive Order on Intelligence 
Activities prohibits physical surveillance of 
U.S. citizens and resident aliens except for 
specified exceptions; prohibits the CIA 
from performing electronic surveillance 
within the U.S. and says other agencies 
must operate within procedures approved 
by the Attorney General; prohibits infil
tration within the U.S. of organizations ex
cept those composed primarily of 
foreigners believed to be acting for a 

The Bryn Mawr-Haverford College News 
foreign power; and specifies the conditions 
under which information on domestic ac
tivities of U.S. persons could be collected. 
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many risks ... Beyond these dangers, there 
is the fearsome prospect that the spread of 
nuclear reactors will mean the spread of 
nuclear weapons to many nations." Detente 

CARTER: "The relationship of detente is one 
of both co-operation and competition, of 
new kinds of contacts in some areas along 
with continued hostility in others ... The 
benefits of detente must accrue to both 
sides, or they are worthless. 

"Detente can be an instrument for long
term peaceful change within the Com
munist system, as well as in the rest of the 
world . . . Our vision must be of a more 
pluralistic world and not of a communist 
monolith. We must pay more attention to 
China and to Eastern Europe. It is in our in
terest and in the interest of world peace to 
promote a more pluralistic communist 
world." 

"We should make it clear that detente re
quires that the Soviets, as well as the 
United States, refrain from irresponsible 
intervention in other countries." 
FORD: " ... Detente literally means 'easing' or 
'relaxing,' but definitely not - and I ern· 
phasize not - the relaxing of diligence or 
easing of effort. Rather, it means move
ment from the constant crisis and dan· 
generous confrontations that have charac
terized relations with the communists. 

"I don't use the word detente any more. I 
think what we ought to say is that the 
United States will meet with the super
powers, the Soviet Union and with China 
and others, and seek to relax tensions so 
that we can continue a policy of peace 
through strength." 

The Middle East 
CARTER: Carter believes that Secretary 
Kissinger's step-by-step approach to Middle 
East negotiations has reached the end of its 
usefulness. "Only face-to-face communi
cations (between the Israelis and the Arab 
states) can build a trust and insure the ac
commodations that will be needed." 

"I favor early movement toward dis
cussion of the outline of an eventual overall 
settlement ... A limited settlement, as we 
have seen in the past, still leaves un
resolved the underlying threat to Israel." 

"Israel has never sought American sol
diers and in all of the many discussions I 

Ford: {{ ... the foreign rela
tions of the United States 
can be conducted effec
tively only if there is 
strong central direction 
that allows flexibility of 
action." 
have had with top Israeli leaders ... I have 
never heard an Israeli leader say they 
might some day need American troops ... 
They seek only the tools for their own de· 
fense . We should continue to supply, in the 
full amount necessary, economic and mili
tary aid so that Israel can pursue peace 
from a position of strength and power ... I 
do not favor supplying offensive weapons 
to Egypt ... We should help Egypt obt~in 
housing and jobs and health care for 1ts 
people, not such offensive weapons as tanks 
and attack planes and missiles." 
FORD: The President's budget calls for 
$500 million less military aid to Israel in 
fiscal 1977 than the $1.5 billion provided 
this year. Ford believes his program "is 
fully adequate to meet Israel's future se· 
curity requirements." . . 

Ford announced that he was 1ssmng 
regulations to prev~nt U.S .. businessmen 
from complying w1th fore.1gn. ~oyc?tts 
based on racial or religious d1scnrnmatwn. 
He also directed that all assignments of 
U.S. personnel to posts abroad be mad~ ~m 
merit and not on the exclusionary pohc1es 
of host countries. . . 

Ford said he was optimistic that the dlffl
cult problems in the Middle East coul~ be 
worked out with the help of t~e Um~ed 
States, "bearing in mind that th1s c~untry 
is dedicated to the security and surv1val of 
the government of Israel, that this country 
believes that we have to work with some of 
the Arab nations to convince them of our 
good faith, and they can trust us." 

Energy and Environment 

Energy Independence - "What we ~ust prevent ... is the sale of 
small pilot reprocessing plants which sell 
for only a few million dollars, have no com
mercial use at present, and can only spread 
nuclear explosives aroung the world." 

CARTER: "The mishandling of the energy 
problem is a primary cause of the current 
economic crisis. We are the only civilized 
nation on earth without an energy policy." 
Carter has called "Project Independence" a 
"joke." 
"It is unlikely that we will be totally 'in
dependent' of oil imports during this cen-

Carter: {{The private com
mercial production of en
riched nuclear fuel 
should be approached 
with extreme caution." 

tury. It is certainly not possible or 
necessary for us to be energy independent 
by 1985, but we should be free from 
possible blackmail or economic disaster 
which might be caused by another boycott." 
"I favor a system which would keep oil im
ports at or below the present 40% level." 
FORD: "The problem is not an immediate 
shortage. The problem is that we are 
becoming more and more dependent on 
foreign oil imports ... Unless we stimulate 
more U.S. production of oil and natural gas, 
and unless we utilize our vast resources of 
coal, unless we expedite the construction 
and installation of more nuclear power· 
plants, unless we more rapidly develop 
some of our exotic fuels, our dependence on 
foreign oil will go up, up, up , which means 
that we are more dependent not only on the 
amount of foreign oil, but the price they 
charge us." 
"We must reduce our vulnerability to the 
economic disruption which a few foreign 
countries can cause by cutting off our 
energy supplies or by arbitrarily raising 
prices. We must regain our energy in· 
dependence." 

Conservation 
CARTER: "I would favor strong con· 
servation measures, including mandatory 
efficiency of autos, better insulation of 
homes, changes in the rate structure of elec· 
tric power companies." 
FORD: "The nation has made major 
progress in reducing energy consumption in 
the .last two years but greatly increased 
savings can yet be realized in all sectors ... 
I have asked for a 63% increase in funding 
for energy conservation research and 
development in my 1977 budget." 

Energy Industries 
CARTER: Q: "Do you want the largest oil 
firms broken up?" 
A: "I haven't taken on the oil companies as 
scapegoats. When competition inadequate 
to insure free markets and maximum 
benefit to American consumers exists, I will 
support divestiture. At present, I support 
restrictions on the right of a single corn· 
pany to own all phases of production and 
distribution of oil. However, it may not 

. always be in the consumer's interest to 
limit a company to one single phase of 
production." 
FORD: "Well, in the energy bill that I 
signed, that Congress passed, there is 
greater supervision of the oil companies in 
the United States. But I don't think you 
produce more oil or more gas by tearing 
apart the oil companies in the United 
States." 
"I urge Congress to approve my ... 
proposal to create an Energy Independence 
Authority, a new government corporation 
to assist private sector financing of new 
energy facilities .. . " 

Nuclear Power 
CARTER: "The private commercial produc· 
tion of enriched nuclear fuel should be ap· 
proached with extreme caution." 
"U.S. dependence on nuclear power should 
be kept to the minimum necessary to meet 
our needs. We should apply much stronger 
safety standards as we regulate its use. And 
we must be honest with our people con· 
cerning its problems and dangers." 
" . .. all of us must recognize that the 
widespread use of nuclear power brings 

"We must maintain the strictist possible 
safety . . . Nuclear reactors should be 
located below ground level. Power plants 
should be housed in sealed buildings within 
which heavy vacuums are permanently 
maintained. Plants should be located in 
sparsely populated areas but only after con
sultation with state and local officials. 
Designs should be standardized. A full-time 
federal employee with full authority to shut 
down the plant in case of any operational 
abnormality should always be present in 
control rooms." 
FORD: "Greater utilization must be made of 
nuclear energy in order to achieve energy 
independence and maintain a strong 
economy. It is likewise vital that we con
tinue our world leadership as a relaible sup
plier of nuclear technology in order to 
assure that worldwide growth in nuclear 
power is achieved with responsible and ef
fective controls." 

Ford: "Greater utilization 
must be made of nuclear 
energy in order to 
achieve energy indepen
dence and main tain a 
strong ~conomy." 

The Administration has requested the 
following FY77 funding for energy: 
Nuclear Power $3,554 million 

(includes plant and capital equipment) 
Fossil energy development 467 million 
Solar energy 130 million 
Geothermal energy 4 7 million 
The budget includes 575.4 million for the 
breeder reactor and 378 million for the 
development of nuclear fusion. 

Alternate Sources 
CARTER: "A rnajt>r immediate need" is to 
derive maximum energy from coal, while 
preserving environmental quality 
Power companies and industries must shift 
to this source of energy, and we must invest 
in improved mining efficiency, cleaner corn· 
bustion technology, and a better tran· 
sportation for moving coal to its end users." 
"I would increase dramatically the amount 
of research and development funds that go 
into solar energy." 
FORD: "Coal must be used increasingly as 
an alternative to scarce, expensive or in
secure oil and natural gas supplies. We 
must act to remove unnecessary constraints 
on coal so that production can grow from 
the 1975 level of 640 million tons to over 
one billion tons by 1985 in order to help 
achieve energy independence." 

Carter: "Whenever there 
is a conflict between de
velopment and environ
mental quality, if it can 
be resolved, I will be for 
the project; when it can 't 
I would go with the en
vironment." 
"We have to spend research and develop
ment money on solar energy, on geothermal 
energy and some of the other exotic fuels ." 

Environmental Costs 
CARTER: "Whenever there is a conflict bet
ween development and environmental 
quality; if it can be resolved, I will be for 
the project; when it can't I would go with 
the environment." 
"We should not be diverted from our cause 
by false claims that the protection of our 
ecology and wildlife means an end to 
growth and decline in jobs. This is not the 
case." 

(Continued on page 4) 
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FORD: "If accomplishing every worthy en
vironmental objective would slow down our 
effort to regain energy independence and 
a stronger economy, then of necessity I 
must weigh all factors involved." 
"We must improve our understanding of 
the effects of pollutants and of the means 
and ·costs of reducing pollution. As we 
develop new energy sources and 
technologies we must assure that they meet 
environmental standards." 
Ford's 1977 budget would cut ap
propriations for the Environmental Protec
tion Agency to $718 million- $53 million 
less than Congress appropriated for 1976 
and $77 million less than he requested in 
the 1976 budget. 

Clean Air, Water 
CARTER: Carter would "insist on strict en
forcement of anti-water pollution laws to 
protect our oceans, lakes, rivers and 
streams from unn~eded and harmful com
mercial pollution, and oppose effects to 
weaken the federal Water Pollution Control 
Act." 
Carter would "hold fast against efforts to 
lower clean air requirements of the Clean 
Air Act. I support strict enforcement of the 
non-degradation clause of the Clean Air 
Act." 
FORD: In a written interview, Ford said 
that the Clean Air Act "unnecessarily 
discourages greater coal production." He · 
wants to modify the law to "permit greater 

Ford: Hlf accomplishing 
every worthy environmen
tal objective would slow 
down our effort to regain 
energy independence and 
a stronger economy, then 
of necessity I must 
weigh all factors in
volved." 
use of coal without relaxing standards that 
are set to protect public health." 
~'I pursue the goal of clean air and water , 
but I must also pursue the objective of 
maximum jobs and continued economic 
progress. Unemployment is as real and as 
sickening a blight as any pollutant that 
threatens the nation." 

Crime and Justice 
Crime Prevention 

CARTER: "I honestly believe ... that one of. 
the best ways to cut down on crime is to cut 
down on unemployment." 
"The federal government can provide a 
model for the states by revising our system 
of sentencing, eliminating much of the 
discretion given to judges and probation of
ficers, insuring greater certainty in sen
tencing and confinement, and insuring a· 
higher percentage ·of serious criminals 
being imprisoned." 
"We should upgrade the rehabilitation 
programs available to criminals while in 
prison." 
FORD: Ford pins his hope of crime preven
tion on the example of "positive, swift, and 
just punishment." He believes "certainty of 
punishment prevents crime." 
Ford favors mandatory minimum sentances 
in crimes involving handguns, in serious 
crimes like drug trafficking, kidnapping, 
hijacking, and for repeat offenders who 
commit violent crimes. Ford favors the 
death penalty for the crimes of sabotage, 
espionage, treason, and murder. 

Abortion 
CARTER: "I think abortion is wrong. I don't 
think government should do anything to 
encourage abortion. I think abortion is the 
result of a failure of measures designed to 
prevent unwanted pregnancies and to in
duce the mother to carry the unwanted 
child through to delivery. I think we ought 
to do everything to have better education, 
family planning, contraceptives, if desired. 
I don't favor a constitutional amendment to 
give to the states local option on the abor
tion issue. If, within the confines of the 
Supreme Court ruling, we could work out 
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legislation with better family planning and to encourage employment." 
adoption procedures, then I would favor it. FORD: "It is clear to everyone that the 
I don't have any particular law to put for- current welfare system is in a mess, and one 
ward." of our prime objectives must be a sweeping 
FORD: He opposes abortion "on demand" overhaul - hopefully before the end of the 
but believes that it is justified in cases of decade." He said that 1976 is not the year 
rape or where the life of the woman was at for sweeping changes because "it would not 
stake ... Ford said that he would "of cour- be fair to turn the futures of millions of 
se, uphold the law as interpreted by the disadvantaged Americans into a political 
Supreme Court." But he also said that he football ." 
favored a Constitutional amendment The President said he would ask Congress 
leaving to the states the task of redefining for authority to reform income assistance 
limits on abortion. programs to make them more "consistent, 

Gun Control equitable and efficient." In the proposal, to 
CARTER: Carter favors registration of hand be known as the Income Assistance Sim-
guns, banning of "Saturday Night Specials" plification Act: 
and prohibition of gun ownership by 1. The President will seek authority to 
anyone convicted of a crime involving a gun modify those federally assisted programs 
and by those not mentally competent. He for which there is a means test, e.g. Food 
opposes other restrictions on manufacture Stamps, Aid for Dependent Children and 
and possession. Social Security. 
FORD: Ford is "unalterably opposed to the --·--------------
registration of gun owners and the 
registration of guns." He favors 
prohibitions on the manufacture or sale of 
"Saturday Night Specials." 

Drugs 
CARTER: "I support stiff penalties for drug 
pushers and expanded rehabilitation 
programs for drug addicts." 

Carter: HI don't favor a 
constitutional amend
ment to give the states 
local option on the abor
tion issue." 
Carter would impose criminal sentances 
only on large traffickers in marijuana, not 
on the occasional user. Carter says any 
change in marijuana laws should be done by 
the states; the federal government should 
stay out of the matter . 
FORD: Ford has sent to Congress a man
datory sentencing bill for narcotics dealers. 
Under this bill, sentences are three years 
for a first offense, six for the second, with 
no parole permitted. 

Criminal Code 
CARTER: " .. . Unfortunately, the proposed 
'Criminal Justice Codification, Revision, 
and Reform Act of 1975' goes beyond what 
is needed and threatens to disrupt civil lib
erties guaranteed by the Constitution. The 
basic problem is the vagueness in the man
ner that many of the crimes are defined. 
For this reason, I oppose the bill." 
FORD: Ford finds some sections of S.1 
(Senate bill on criminal code revision) 
"unacceptable." He says, "There are some 
provisions in it that I think have to be 
modified, and maybe several that ought to 
be eliminated, and there are some that we 
want in it that aren't in it now." Mr. Ford 
has not specified which portions of the bill 
he opposes. 

Income Support 
and Health Care 

Welfare Reform 
CARTER: "We must recognize there are 
three distinct categories of poor people -
the unemployable poor, the ... jobless 
poor, and the working poor; no person on 
welfare should receive more than the 
working poor can earn at their jobs; strong 
work incentives, job creation and job 
training should be provided for those on 
welfare able to work; family stability 
should be encouraged by assuring that no 
family's financial situation will be harmed 
by the breadwinner remaining with his 
dependents; efforts should be made to have 
fathers who abandon their family be forced 
to continue support; the welfare system 
should be streamlined and simplified ... 
(and) persons who are legitimately on 
welfare should be treated with respect and 
dignity." 
Carter proposes "one fairly uniform, 
nationwide payment, varying according to 
cost of living differences between com
munities. It should be funded in substantial 
part by the federal government with strong 
work and job incentives for the poor who 
are employable and with income sup
plementation for the working poor . . . so as 

Ford: Hit is clear to every
one that the current wel
fare system is in a mess, 
and one of our prime ob
jectives must be a 
sweeping overhaul ... " 
2. The Act would permit modification of ad

ministrative procedures , eligibility 
requirements , benefit levels , and 
program administration authority. 

3. All changes would be subject to 
Congressional approval. 

4. The duration of the authority would be 
five years. 

Food Stamps 
CARTER: "There ought to be one nationwide 
payment to meet the basic necessities of life 
- varying in amount only to accomodate 
the cost of living . . . That would eliminate 
the food stamp program. Just one basic 
payment would mean a great deal." 
FORD: Under the President's proposals, Ad
ministration officials estimated that nearly 
10 million persons would be dropped from 
the program or receive benefit cuts, but 
nearly 5 million of the neediest part icipants 
would get increased benefits. 

Health Care 
CARTER: "Our present health care system is 
in need of drastic reorganization ." Carter 's 
proposals include: "a national health in-

Carter: HOur present 
health care sys tem is in 
need of drastic reorgani
zation." 
surance program financed by general tax 
revenues and employer-employee shared 
payroll taxes - which is universal and man
datory." 

FORD: "We cannot realistically afford 
federally dictated national health insurance 
providing full coverage for all ... I do en
vision the day when we may v.se the private 
health-insurance system to offer more mid
dle-income families high-quality health ser
vices at prices they can afford and shield 
them from also from catastrophic 
illnesses." 

Discrimination 
ERA 

Both candidates strongly support the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 

Busing 
CARTER: "Mandatory busing, no. Volun
tary transfers, yes. And if the courts should 
rule differently from my own personal 
beliefs, of course I would support . the 
federal courts. I do not favor a con
stitutional amendment to prohibit busing." 
"Ultimately, I think the best solution is 
voluntary transfers for students who want 
it, and adequate representation of minority 
leaders in the administration of a school 
system." 
FORD: Q: "Do you have any thoughts on 
how to achieve racial integration?" 
A: "Well, I have always believed that the 
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constitutional right of equality must be 
protected by the courts of the land and by 
all other public officials. On tire other hand, 
I do not believe that court-ordered, forced 
busing to achieve racial balance is the right 
way to get quality education." 
"We have ample evidence that in those in
stances where it has been applied ... there 
has not been an increase in quality 
education. 

Equal Employment 
CARTER: "I believe in insuring that all 
Americans should have not only equal op
portunity, but should also have com
pensatory opportunity if, through my in
fluence or yours, they have been deprived 
of the opportunity of fully using their 
talents." 
"Even if applicants for a job were equally 
qualified, if there has been an identifiable 
pattern of past discrimination against 
blacks, it would be legitimate and proper to 
give preference to an applicant from the 
harmed minority." 
"I support the need for flexible hours for 
full-time employees and additional em
ployment of part-time persons, both of 
which will greatly aid women in their ac
cess to the market place." 
FORD: The President has directed the heads 
of departments and agencies to insure that 
all persons have an opportunity to compete 
on a fair and equal basis for employment 
and advancement in the Federal govern
ment (according to Ford campaign han
douts). 

Ford: " I do not believe 
tha t court-ordered, forced 
busing to fJChieve racial 
balance is the right way 
to get quali ty education. " 

Government 
Accountability 

Abuse of Power 
CARTER: "The first thing we need to do is to 
make sure the FBI is completely 
professionalized once again and removed 
from politics." 
"As President, I will be responsible for the 
conduct of the Executive Branch of Govern
ment. Errors or malfeasance will be im
mediately revealed, and an explanation 
given to the public, along with corrective 
action to prevent any recurrence of such ac
tions." 
"Maximum personal privacy for private 
citizens should be guaranteed . . . Requests 
to the IRS for income tax returns by 
anyone, from the President down, should 
be recorded. Access to this essentially 
private information should be strictly cir· 
cumscribed." 
FORD: On February 18, 1976, Ford issued 
an executive order which established a new 
chain of command and operational 
guidelines for the nation's intelligence 
agencies . 
The executive order includes provisions to: 
• establish a new Committee on Foreign In· 

telligence to manage the intelligence 
community. The Committee is chaired by 
the Director of the CIA and has jurisdic· 
tion over the budgets of intelligence 
agencies. 

• set limits on the physical and electronic 
surveillance of American citizens and on 
the collection and dissemination of in· 
formation about them. 

• prohibits such practices as burglaries, 
drug tests on unsuspecting..Jmmans, and 
illegal uses of tax return information. 

Government Secrecy 
Both Ford and Carter support the Sun· 

shine Bill, which would require certain 
federal agencies to open their meetings to 
the public. Carter also calls for the im· 
plementation of maximum security 
declassification, while Ford has stated, 
" .. . I think there has to he some safe guar_d 
where you're discussing classified in· 
formation that involves our national 
security." 0 


