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"The Long Walk'' Begins for Class of 1999 

Fay Ajzenberg-Selove 

THE SUN SHONE BR.IGHTLY as 
286 students received their undergrad
uate degrees at Haverford College's 
commencement ceremony on May 16. 

President Tom Tritton addressed the 
audience of students, family and friends 
by quoting Nelson Mandela. "After 
climbing a great hill, one only finds 
that there are many more hills to climb. 
I have taken a moment here to rest, to 
steal the glorious vist:a that surrounds 
me, to look back on the distance I have 
come. But I can rest only for a 
moment, for with freedom comes 
responsibilities. And I dare not linger, 
for my long walk has just begun." 

Three honorary degree recipients 
offered advice to the graduates about 
accepting new respomibilities and 
enjoying their "long walk." Fay 
Ajzenberg-Selove, who was awarded an 
honorary doctor of science degree, 
reminded the graduates of the truly 
important things in life. She urged the 
class of 1999 to choose a career in 
which they feel passionate about their 
work and then "go fc::~r it;" to take plea
sure in good friends and search for 
someone to share their life; and to do 
unto others as they would have others 
do unto them. 

Ajzenberg-Selove has taught at 
many institutions, including the 
University of Pennsylvania where she 
was the second female ever appointed 
professor at the univ,ersity's School of 
Arts and Sciences. She brought about 

many historic academic and professional 
changes for all succeeding women physi
cists. In 1971, she organized the first 
session of the American Physical Society 
meeting to deal with women in physics 
and became a founding member of the 
Society's Committee on Women in 
Physics, marking the beginning of the 
women's movement in the Society. She 
produced a series of papers entitled, 
Energy Levels of Light Nuclei, on the 
experimental properties of the light 
nuclei. A member of the Haverford 
College faculty from 1957 to 1970, she 
wrote an autobiography, A Matter of 
Choices: Memoirs of a Female Physicist. 

While Ajzenberg-Selove applauded 
the accomplishments of the graduating 
class, Randall Kennedy, who received an 
honorary doctor of laws, recognized the 
contributions and sacrifices of the grad
uates' parents. A professor at Harvard 
Law School who writes about African-

Randall Kennedy 

American issues for many publications, 
Kennedy lauded the "tremendous 
amount of responsibility they rake 
on .. . the emotion that goes with stand
ing behind a young person, contribut
ing, leading that person along the right 

th " pa . 
After clerking for Supreme Court 

Justice Thurgood Marshall, he became a 
member of the American Law Institute, 
the Massachusetts Board of 
Commissioners on Uniform Stare Laws 
and the Bar of the District of Columbia. 
He is a faculty advisor to the Harvard 
College Charles Hamilton Houston 
Black Pre-Law Society and is on the edi
torial board of The Nation and The 
American Prospect and is editor of 
Reconstruction, a journal dedicated to 
African-American affairs. 

Daniel Schorr 

The third individual who received an 
honorary doctor of letters was Daniel 
Schorr, the award-winning broadcaster 
and senior news analyst for National 
Public Radio. Schorr warned the gradu
ates against "celebricihood" and the 
"world of fantasy; sound bites, spin con
trol and perception." He noted that 
celebrity is transient, "an unreal thing 
that will disappear with the morning 
dew," and that the graduates should 
reject it. "Fame is what others confer on 
you if you really do something great, 
especially something great for humani
ty," he said. 

During his half-century career in 
broadcasting, Schorr received numerous 
awards for his journalistic excellence and 
his defense of the First Amendment. As 
CBS chiefWatergate correspondent, he 
won three Emmy Awards but discovered 
his own name on President ixon's 
"enemies list," evidence that Nixon had 
ordered an FBI investigation of him. 
In 1979 Ted Tumer enlisted Schorr to 
help create the Cable News Nerwork. 
He served 
as CNN's 
seruor 
Washington 
correspondent 
until 1985. He 
currently inter
prets national 
and interna
tional events 
on NPR's 
"Weekend 
Edition 
Saturday" and 
"Sunday" and 
"All Things 
Considered." 
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Chair Appointments in Global Studies 
and the Humanities 

Anita Isaacs gives her inaugural lecture as the 
new Stinnes Professor in Global Studies. 

~ITA ISAACS, associareprofes
sor of political science, and Joseph Russo, a 
professor and chair of the classics depart
ment, were both named ro endowed pro
fessorships this spring. 

Isaacs, whose research interests include 
Latin America and inter-American rela
tions, was named ro the Stinnes Chair in 
Global Studies, a new professorship 
designed ro internationalize further and 
enrich the college's curriculum. 

The Stinnes Chair was created by 
Veronica Stinnes Petersen, a member of 
Haverford's board of managers, in honor of 
her parents, Edmund and Margiana 
Stinnes. Edmund Stinnes was a professor 
of government at Haverford College from 
1942 to 1946 and taught in the Relief and 
Reconstruction Training program. Veroruca 
Stinnes Petersen is currently a pediatrician 
with the Harvard Community Health Plan 
and an instructor of pediatrics at Harvard 
University. 

Following a luncheon honoring 
Professor Isaacs and the Stinnes family, 
Isaacs gave a talk entitled, "Promoting 
Democracy in Latin America Today: 
Questioning the Assumptions." She noted 
that despite the fact "international democ
racy assistance has taken great strides dur
ing the past decade ... the limitations of 
international contributions are impressive. 
In part," she said, "because the internation
al community has operated on the basis of 
several mistaken assumptions." 

Isaacs went on to describe some of 
those American "mistaken assumptions" of 
Latin America over the years leading up to 
the end of the Cold War. At that point, 
according to Isaacs, international influences 
began to shape the course of democratiza
tion. "The post-Cold War redefinition of 
strategic interestS has had a noticeable 
effect on the reconceptualization of democ
racy assistance," added Isaacs. 

A heightened appreciation of democra
cy in the region stems from the fact that 
the international community no longer 
interferes to impose democracy upon Latin 
America and, instead, offers technical assis
tance which allows Latin American coun
tries ro embrace democracy without relin-

quishing their societal needs and cultural 
identity. Isaacs noted that "the political 
transformation of Latin America, the 
expanded cast of players, the variety of 
programs and the consensual character of 
assistance all offer promising signs that 
democracy promotion is achieving irs full 
potential. " 

Although the current Latin American 
political climate is more conducive for 
democracy, Isaacs recognizes that chal
lenges for democracy still exist in the 
region. Although there is a strong prefer
ence for democracy, it is for a democraoy 
in theory and not necessarily as practiced 
by political leadership. The potential for 
disillusionment with democracy remains, 
especially considering the fact that Latin 
America has not decided on a form for its 
democracy. The international community, 
while offering technical assistance, must 
avoid the temptation, associated with 
donor biases, to impose irs own form 
upon Latin American democracy. 

As the Stinnes Professor in Global 
Studies, Isaacs hopes ro collaborate with 
other faculty members ro create a center 

John Dusseau in honor of his first wife, 
Audrey. Dusseau, who graduated from 
Haverford College in 1934 with high hon
ors and a major in English, spent most of 
his professional career as a writer and then 
ediror-in-chief and vice president with WB. 
Saunders Company, Philadelphia publishers 
of medical books and journals. Dusseau, 
who died this year in January, also estab
lished a scholarship fund in memory of 
Mrs. Dusseau. 

To honor John Dusseau and his love of 
English, Joseph Russo included some irony 
ro his February 26 inaugural lecture enti
tled, "Language, Poetry, Philology, and 'the 
Stateliest Measure."' "The stateliest mea
sure" is a phrase, well known by lovers of 
English literature, coined by Alfred Lord 
Tennyson. Russo's leerure was a comparison 
between the dactylic hexameter of Homer 
and the iambic pentameter used by English 
poetS. He explained why dactylic hexameter 
sounds so good in Latin and Greek but so 
terrible in English. He made the radical 
claim that English poets, especially 
Tennyson, were envious of dactylic hexame
ter, "the stateliest measure." 

for global citizen
ship, further institu
tionalizing and 
expanding current 
programs by bring
ing distinguished 
speakers and schol
ars to the campus in 
a more organized 
and sustained man
ner and establishing 
a program of sum
mer internships that 
would send 
Haverford students 
to international sires 
and bring interna
tional students and 
scholars to 
Haverford College. 

During her 11 

Anita Isaacs chats with Veronica Stinnes Petersen, who endowed the Stinnes 
Chair in Global Studies in honor of her parents. 

years at Haverford, Isaacs has utilized 
many international connections ro bring a 
more global perspective ro her courses. 

In 1998, she received the Rowan & 
Lirclefield Award for Innovative Teaching 
in Political Science for her course on 
Central America in which she created an 
"inter-American dialogue" between 
Haverford students and college students 
from Canada, Guatemala and Costa Rica. 
The course culminated in a two-day sum
mit at Haverford College where the stu-· 
dentS met with policy makers from the 
United States and Central America ro dis
cuss the challenges of building democracy 
in the region. 

JOSEPH RUSSO is the college's sec
ond appointment ro The Audrey Dusseau 
Memorial Professorship in the 
Humanities, a chair previously held by 
John Spielman, professor of history, until 
his retirement in 1997. 

The Dusseau Professorship in the 
Humanities was established in 1983 by 

A specialist in Homer's Odyssey and early 
Greek lyric poetry, Joseph Russo is the only 
American classicist among six international 
scholars ro provide commentary for Oxford 
University Press' three-volume edition of the 
epic poem. The line-by-line commentary for 
the third volume of the Oxford University 
edition took seven years to complete and led 
Russo on an extensive research journey to 
Italy, England, France and Holland, where 
he lectured on ropics related to Greek epic 
language, style and narrative. 

Russo has been the recipient of the 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship, a 
Fulbright Fellowship ro Italy, a Junior 
Fellowship at the Center for Hellenic 
Studies in Washington, D .C. and the NEH 
Younger Humanist Study Fellowship. He 
has wrinen two books, A Commentary on 
Homer's Odyssey, \101. 3 in 1992 and Omero, 
Odissea, \tOL V Libri XVII-XX in 1985. 
Beginning in June, he is working on another 
book and updating the Oxford University 
commentary on the Odyssey. 



u The class tried to 

uncover the political 

and interest-based 

motivations of the 

nationalist conflicts 

in the region and to 

debunk the stereotypi-· 

cal view that portrays 

the Balkans as cultur-· 

ally retrograde and 

inherently unstable ... " 
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Constructing a Peace Plan by Katy wagner '0 1 

T HE KOSOYARS ARE SCREAMING -
at the Serbs, the Serbs are arguing with 
the European Union, the European 
Union is debating with delegates from the 
United States, and the U.S. representa
tives are consulting among themselves, 
making no public statements. 

This scene is not taking place in 
Washington, D .C., Belgrade or Paris but 
in Sharpless Auditorium, where students 
in Haverford's "History 234" course are 
conducting their own version of a Kosovo 
peace negotiation. In a class on policies 
and nationalism in the Balkans, historian 
Alexander Kitroeff asked students to tack
le the same issues and problems surround
ing the conflict that currently divides for
mer Yugo lavia. 

The class divided into four groups: 
the European Union, the United States, 
Serbia and the Kosovar Albanians, and 
attempted to construct a peace plan that 
would end the fighting in Kosovo. Like 
the real players they simulated, however, 
negotiations broke down with accusations 
corning from all sides. There also were 
numerous debates: over whether a buffer 
wne between the Kosovo and Serbia is 
feasible or desired; whether peace-keeping 
troops would include troops from NATO 
member states; whether NATO would aid 
Serbia, as well as Kosovo, in economic 
development and recovery from bomb 
damage; whether the peace plan should 
include preventative measures against pos
sible future conflicts in Macedonia, 
Vojvodina and other areas. This last issue 
placed the European Union against the 

Mihailo Crnobrnja 

United States and ultimately left the 
negotiations at a standscill. 

The simulation was the culmination 
of a semester spent discussing national
ism, religion and politics in the Balkar1 
region. The syllabus that was distributed 
at the beginning of class in January 
became obsolete in a matter of months, 
when the Paris peace negotiations failed 
and NATO bombing began. At that 
point, the focus of each student group 
switched from the breakup ofYugoslavia 
and the Bosnian conflict towards Kosovo. 
As the class watched the conflict unfold, 
most students followed newspaper 
reports, television interviews and coverage 
on the internet. Professor Kitroeff also 

invited two experts to speak to the class: 
Michael Sells, professor of religion at 
Haverford College and author of The 
Bridge Betrayed· Religion and Genocide in 
Bosnia, and Mihailo Crnobrnja, a Serb 
dissident and current citizen of Canada. 
Crnobrnja, who had been an economic 
advisor to Slobodan Milosevic, as well as 
the Yugoslav ambassador to the European 
Union, visited the campus in mid-April 
from the College ofWilliam and Mary 
where he is the Borgenicht Scholar-in 
Residence. He spoke to the class about 
the breakup ofYugoslavia and later gave 
a public lecture on the specific situation 
in Kosovo. 

Crnobrnja condemned Milosevic's 
manipulation of nationalism and his dis
regard for the well-being of Serbians, but 
he painted a much different picture of 
Milosevic as a person. He suggested that 
there are two diametrically opposed 
Milosovics: the private, caring Slobo and 
the public, political, brutal Milosevic. 

Crnobrnja provided an historical 
backdrop to the conflicts in the Balkan 
region and fust-hand knowledge of more 
recent events and leaders in Yugoslavia. 
"The class tried to uncover the political 
and interest-based motivations of the 
nationalist conflicts in the region and to 
debunk the stereotypical view that por
trays the Balkans as culturally retrograde 
and inherently unstable," explains 
Kitroeff. "Crnobrnja's talk not only 
helped us examine those issues, but pro
vided a human dimension to the material 
we covered in the course." 

Students and the Media ort Race Relations 
R ACE RELATIONS was the 

focus of a panel discussion earlier this 
spring when a group of Haverford stu
dents and journalists from national and 
regional news organizations talked about 
the current climate on college campuses 
and in the workplace. Moderated by an 
editorial board member of The 
Philadelphia Daily News, Linda Wright 
Moore, the students and members of the 
media compared the climate of race rela
tions on campuses today with the press' 
experiences when they attended college. 
The reporters and editors also talked 
about diversity in their newsrooms. 

New York Times education editor David Corcoran Listens with students Lisette Osorio'Ol and Rosebud Buruku'02 as a panel compares the clirn.ate 
of race rel.ations on campuses and in the workpl.ace. 

The panelists included the education edi
tor of The New York Times, the higher 
education writer for USA Toddy, the exec
utive editor of Black Issues in Higher 
Education, an editorial board member of 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, and students 
Alesa Blanchard-Nelson'99, David 
Kanthor'99, Stephanie Lacambra'Ol , 
Rosebud Buruku'02 and Lisette 
Osorio'Ol . 
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Student Award Winners 
A NUMBER OF HAVERFORD 
students received prestigious fellowships 
and scholarships this spring allowing them 
to follow their research interests in the 
U.S. and places around the world. 

Ada Hogan, who studied French liter
ature and Jeffrey Miller, a political science 
major, are traveling to Morocco and 
Germany. Both seniors were awarded a 
Fulbright Scholarship. Considered the 

U.S. government's pre
mier scholarship pro
gram, the "Fulbrights" 
were designed to 
enable American stu
dents to benefit from 
unique resources in 
every corner of the 

and to gain 
international compe
tence in an increasingly 
interdependent world. 

Hogan, who is 
interested in what remains 

of French culture in Morocco, particularly 
the language, will be researching the 
Moroccan shift from the use of French to 
the native Arabic language. She will attend 
the American Language Institute in Fez, 
which has an intensive program in mod
ern-standard and colloquial Arabic. 

Jeffrey Miller will apply his Fulbright 
toward the study of 
Germany's welfare system 
while taking classes at Bonn 
University. Because of 
Germany's position as the 
largest state in the 
European union, Miller 
wants to learn about 
Germany's influence on the 
future of European politics. 
Eventually, he would like to 
work for the State 
Department. Matt Stremlau 

One of Miller's classmates, Jim 
Kapsis, who also majored in political sci
ence and is interested in world politics, 
will focus specifically in the area of con
flict resolution. Kapsis, who was awarded 
a Watson Fellowship, is spending this 
summer in Cyprus, Israel and Northern 
Irelan . Ka sis is one of 60 seniors from 
51 of the top liberal arts-colleges 
throughout the U.S. to receive the fel
lowship on the basis of success in acade
mic work and extra-curricular activities 
and the merit of their proQosed projects. 
Kapsis will use his fellowship to study 
the various approaches those countries 
have taken toward solving their regional 
conflicts and establishing peace. 

Chemistry student, Matthew 
tremlau was one o only €0 ege 

seniors throughout the nation to be 
named a Luce Scholar. Created b~ the 
Henry Luce Foundation in 1974,-the 
Luce Scholars Program provides stipends 
and internships for young Amedcans to 
live and work in Asia each year. Mattliew 
is postponing his graduate studies at 
Harvard University in order to accept an 
11-month internship with the State 
Laboratory for Agricultural 
Biotechnology at the Beijing Agricultural 
University in China. 

Strernlau is interested in the applica
tion of science to third
world countries. Crop 
yields have stagnated over 
the last five years, and 
countries like China were 
forced to devise new 
strategies for feeding their 
large populations. 
Agricultural biotechnology 
promises good methods 
for bolstering yields and 
improving the nutritional 

- -

Jim Kapsis 

quality of specific foods. Strernlau wants 
to study Chinese methods for enhanc
ing their agricultural production and 
hopes to gain the skills and experience 
necessary for applying cutting-edge sci
ence to problems faced by developing 
countries. 

Eric Robinson is spending his sum
mer in an internship program on com
munity build-
m at 
Columbia 
University, part 
of which 
includes teach-
0 • 

mg expenence 
in Manhattan. 
This fall he will 
continue to 
teach but near 
London, 
England as a 
William Penn 
Fellow of the 

Eric Robinson 

prestigious Chigwell School. 
The Chigwell School is an indepen

dent school founded in 1629. Its best 
known alumnus is William Penn, who 
maintained a philosophy of tolerance, 
understanding, peace and equality. The 
fellowship, created in his name, pro
motes the sharing of intellectual and 
other cultural experiences in order to 
encourage a better understanding of 
relations between Britain and the 
United States. 

New Vice President and New Dean Announced 
Two KEY SEARCHES were con
cluded at the end of the academic year. 
Jill Sherman, Lehigh University's Vice 
President for University Advancement, 
was selected as Haverford's next Vice 
President for Institutional Advancement, 
and Sunni Green Tolbert, the Director of 
Training and Development at the 
American Friends Service Committee in 
Philadelphia, was named associate dean 
and Director of Multicultural Affairs. 

Jill Sherman, who has worked in col
lege and university fundraising for over 
13 years, is joining the college's senior 
administration on July 1. Prior to 1995, 
Sherman held a number of advancement 
positions at her alma mater, Ursinus 
College, including annual giving, alumni 
affairs, development and special gifts. 

After completing her undergraduate 
degree in English in 1978, cum laude 
and Phi Beta Kappa, she received a mas
ter's degree in English from Villanova 
University in 1980. 

Sunni Green Tolbert is joining the 
dean's staff on August 16 and will direct 
the Office of Multicultural Affairs which 
supports students of color academically, 
socially and emotionally throughout their 
four years at the college and coordinates 
cross-cultural programs on campus. 
Tolbert brings over 25 years of experience 
developing and administering multicul
tural programs, advising students from 
traditional and non-traditional back

grounds and designing programs for fac
ulty, staff and students on effective lead
ership, problem-solving, communications 

and conflict resolution in multicultural 
environments. 

For the past six of her 11 years with 
the American Friends Service 
Committee, she has worked in the 
Office ofTraining and Development, 
designing and implementing educational 
programs, advising staff and facilitating 
and mediating conflicts related to cultur
al differences and diversity. 

A former faculty member and admin
istrator at New York University, the City 
University of New York and the 
Philadelphia campus of Antioch 
University, Tolbert received' a bachelor's 
degree in sociology from Bennett College 
in Greensboro, N.C. and her master's in 
education from New York University. 
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A Celebration of Diversity 

Students performed together and with 
pro fissional groups during this spring's 
multicultural ftstival on Founders green. 

D ozENS OF HAVERFORD stu
dents and high school visitors for the 
weekend rook advantage of a beautiful 
day on Founders Green to celebrate 
campus and community diversity in a 
multicultural festival. The day-long fair 
was organized by students who invited 
both the college and surrounding com
munity for an event together. 

The festival featured performances 
by both student and professional groups 
including a hi-college Scottish dance 
troupe, "The Looney Tunes," the hi-col

lege Filipino Cultural Group, the Puerto 
Rican band, "Pleneros del Batey" and 
"MINAS - Brazilian Music" from 
Philadelphia. Restaurants along the 
Main Line supplied Chinese and 
Mexican dishes, and a number of stu
dent and community artists displayed 
their crafts. 

Katie Kibuuka'O 1, ·one of the festival 
organizers, says she was pleased with the 
event. "It was a way for us to have some 
fun with multiculturalism, and it 
enabled students to share some of their 
cultures with the rest of the student 
body, to show what they have to offer to 
the Haverford community." 

Mural Brings Dorm Lounge Alive 
With Musicians by Emily Kelt•• :99 

I 

Nathaniel Friedman '00 

Tr,E BASEMENT LOUNGE of 
Gummere dormitory, once rather nonde
script, now has walls that are fllled with 
color and life ... actually the lives of 12 
mUSiCianS. 

Thanks to the creativity and artwork of 
students, Nathaniel Friedman'OO and Jacob 
Weinsrein'O 1, the nearly 800 square-feet of 
wall in the room are covered with several 
murals portraying famous and nor-so
famous artists, including delta blues singer 
and guitarist, Charlie Patton; jazz saxo
phonist, Warne Marsh; Willie Dixon, a 
blues bassist, songwriter and producer; 
Muddy Waters and the core members of 
Invisibl Skratch Piklz, a San Francisco Bay 
area deejay collective best known for their 
jazz-like improvisations. 

While it rook the two friends nearly 48 
hours, working nights and days, in order to 

complete the project by the end of spring 
break, they are nonchalant about the enor
mity of their efforts. 

"Basically I picked twelve of my 
favorite musicians and musical groups, and 
then we put either pictorial or verbal repre
sentations of them on the wall," explains 
Friedman. 

Friedman originated the idea of the 
mural, and Weinstein, who has always 
wanted to create something on a wall, 
drew most of the musicians based on the 
best pictures they could find of the artists. 

Neither student is a music major, 
although Friedman became fascinated 
with the lives of musicians, particularly 
less "mainstream" artists after taking guitar 
lessons when he was younger. "Anyone 
who sounded interesting on paper, I made 
a point of hearing their music," says 
Friedman. This summer Nathaniel will 
have a chance to learn what it takes to be 
a music critic when he participates in an 
internship with Francis Davis in 
Philadelphia. 
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Award Created in Memory of Former 
Director of Admission 

·· SoME ALUMNI KNEW 

Spring 1999 

Bill Ambler '45 as a classmate who epit
omized the scholar-athlete: a "quiet, bur 
powerful" starting tackle on the college's 
last undefeated football team, who grad
uated with honors in mathematics. 

Generations of Haverford graduates 
remember Bill Ambler because he 
always remembered them. 

During one of the longest tenures of 
any director of admission at any one 
institution, he continued to take a per
sonal interest in every student he admit
ted. He also helped to make significant 
changes within the college's student 
body: more than doubling the enroll
ment to 1,147 from 520, admitting the 
ust coe ucation c ass an intensifying 
the college's efforts to recruit more sru
dents of color. 

This spring, the college presented its 
first William W Ambler Award to 
honor a srudent who exemplifies 
Ambler's high academic standards and 
his quiet leadership both on and off the 
athletic field. Heading the selection 
committee was athletic director and 
associate dean, Greg Kannersrein, an 
alumnus and for many years, an Ambler 
colleague. 

"Bill really believed in amateurism 
and sports for the students' sake," says 
Kannersrein. "He saw sports as an 
expression of personal development, as a 
form of camaraderie. He rejected all of 
the hype that we get caught up in 
today." 

The same modesty and leadership 
skills are reflected in the college's first 
recipient of the Ambler Award, Jay 
Mehra, who graduated magna cum 
laude in May. For the past two seasons, 
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jay Mehra '99 

he has captained the cricket ream and 
three years ago, was the ream's most 
valuable player during their undefeated 
tour in England. 

Mehra also is being recognized for 
the high standards he has maintained 
both athletically and academically. He 
continues to be ranked as one of d1e 

college's best cricket players of the past 
25 years. An economics major, he had 
the highest grade point average of any 
athlete at the college. He has accepted 
a position at Price Waterhouse Coopers 
in Philadelphia, bur eventually would 
like to start his own business and 
return to Bombay, India where he 
was born. 
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