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L E T T E R
Four Honorary Degree
Recipients Speak at
Commencement

Assistant Professor of Psychology, Kathyrn Hirsh-Pasek and Bryn Mawr Student Marcia Mofson '86

Haverford Study Looks at
"Hurried Child Syndrome"
Studies recently completed at Haverford
College indicate that pre-schoolers whose
mothers emphasized academic skills are not
necessarily better prepared in grade chool
than child ren who e mothers put le s
emphasi on learning at an early age.
During their investigation into the effects
of what has been called the "hurried child
syndrome", Haverford Assistant Professor of
Psychology, Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek, and Bryn
Mawr student Marcia Molson '86 also found
that children of these academically-oriented
mothers showed greater signs of anxiety.
"Currently there is an ongoing debate over
the repercu ion of stressing learning skills
at very early ages," explains Mofson.
"On one hand parents are told that their
children are capable of vast amounts of
learning practically from birth, and that as
'good' parents they should be teaching them
as much as possible, as early as possible.
"On the other hand, these same parents
hear and read about the effects of stress on
children and that they should simply let their
children play and 'be chi ldren'".
Part of what prompted Hirsh-Pasek and
Mofson to study the "hurried child syndrome" was that little, if any, systematic
research has been done in this area. "Parents are exposed to a tremendous amount of
rhetoric over what is the best environment
for their child's academic development," says
Hirsh-Pasek. "To date, however, there has
been no empirical research to test these
various opinions."
Hirsh-Pasek and Molson's investigation
involved 28 fir t graders in a private suburban school. Through a series of interviews
and tests with the mothers, their children ,
and the teachers, they were able to measure
each child's academic, social, and emotional

Addressing the May 18 commencement
audience of nearly 1,000 people were four
honorary degree recipients. Each recipient
spoke for approximately five minutes to 238
graduates, their parents, faculty and administrators. The recipients included Curator of
the College's Quaker collection, Edwin B.
Bronner; President of Macalester College and
former Haverford Provost Robert M. Gavin ,
Jr.; Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
Union Pacific Railroad Andrew L. Lewis, Jr.
'53; and former Chairperson of the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity Commision Eleanor Holmes Norton.
In recognition of his many years of teach·
ing Friends' values and his long ervice to
Quaker committees around the world,
Edwin B. Bronner, who earned a Haverford
Master of Arts degree in 194 7, was awarded
an honorary doctor of humane letters. Bronner retires this month as the College's head
librarian but will remain on the faculty and
continue to erve as curator of the Quaker
collection.

development. Parental expectations and the
child's pre-school experiences were used
to di tinguish each mother's academic
orientation.
An unexpected trend that emerged was
that children whose mothers stressed academic skills were not academically more
advanced in grade school, but they did seem
to be socially more developed. According to
Hirsh-Pasek this particular finding brings
into question a long-held view among many
psychologists that if you stress a child's
development in one area, it will adversely
affect another area of development.
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Following a citation from Faculty Marshall John Spielman
(standing, left), former Haverford librarian, Edwin
Bronner (center) receives an honorary doctor of humane
letters from Acting President Ronald Thiema.nn.

"Currently there is an ongoing
debate over the repercussions of
stressing learning skills at very
early ages."

While their data is statistically significant
for the size group they studied, Hirsh-Pasek
and Mofson caution that a long-term study is
essential. "It would be important to know if
the differences we saw in these children
were the beginning of even greater differences in adolescence and adulthood or if
they simply leveled out over time," concludes Molson.
Hirsh-Pasek and Dr. Marion Hyson of the
University of Delaware hope to explore some
of these long-term effects on a broader population of subjects over the next three years. I
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Bronner's remarks to the class of 1986
centered on the Haverford tradition of "putting your knowledge, your humanity, your
initiative and your individuality to work in
the society around us." He urged the stu·
dents not to rely on outside help but to
choose this path for themselves.
A member of the Society of Friends, Bronner has served as chair of the International
Centers Committee, the American section of
the Friends Committee on Consultation, and
the Friends World Committee on Consultation in London. He recently co-authored the
forthcoming Volume 5, William Penns Published Writings 1660-1726: An Interpretative
Bibliography.
After eighteen years with the College, first
as professor of chemistry, later as the director
of the computer center and as the College's
provost, Robert Gavin returned from Macalester College to receive an honorary doctor
of science degree.
continued
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College newsletler Founders
Bell takes on a new look and a
new name: Haverford Newsletter. We feel that the new design and name more accurately
reflect the publication's overall
purpose.
Published quarterly, Haver·
ford Newsletter will continue to
be distributed to alumni, par·
ents, friends and members of the
College community.
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live planning between Haver·
ford and Bryn Mawr Colleges, a
Peace Studies program is being
offered at both institutions in
the fall of 1986.
While students at both col·
leges have long been able to take
classes or major at either institution, the Peace Studies pro·
gram is the first curriculum
jointly designed and implemented by Haverford and
Bryn Mawr.
Prior to organizing a formal
joint curriculum, both colleges
offered selected peace studies
courses and conducted student/
faculty fact-finding missions to
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, the
NATO countries and, more
recently, to South Africa.

HAVERFORD
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Following the presentation of hi honorary
doctor of laws degree, Andrew L. Lewis, Jr.
'53, put aside his prepared remarks to
address an issue that had been raised earlier
in the week by 28 Haverford faculty regarding his role as Secretary of Transportation
during the 1981 air traffic controllers' strike.
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graduates continue to pursue
employment in the arts, the
sciences, social services, business, and government, while
approximately 40% of Haverford's students seek academic
graduate degrees. Some students who enroll in professional
school do so after one to five
years of work experience.
According to Liza Bernard,
Director of Career Develop·
ment, most professional schools
today, including business, law,
and journalism, prefer appli·
cants with work experience.
Because of this trend, the aver·
age age of graduate students in
professional schools today is
between 24-35.

Maca/ester College President, Robert M. Gavin, Jr., (stand·
ing, center) being presented for an honorary degree by
Linda Gerstein, William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of History.

Gavin has been the president of Macalester for two years and is living in St. Paul ,
Minn., "just a few miles south of Lake Wobegon," he quipped. " However, it's great to be
back in my Lake Wobegon on the Main
Line."
Gavin echoed Isaac Sharpless' advice from
1888, calling for high intellectual standards
and a commitment to one's conscience.
"Following your conscience is extremely
important," he told the graduates. "Take
what you've learned here and go out and
transform the world into that kind of place."
A former National Science Foundation post
doctoral fellow at the James Franck Institute
of the University of Chicago, Gavin was a
vi iting professor and scientist at the University of California at Berkeley from 1978 to
1979. His re earch interests have included
mechanisms of reactions on metal surfaces
and molecular orbital theory applications to
geometry.

A

Parents' Sunoey was

conducted this year under the
direction of the Institutional
Advancement Office. The purpose of the survey was to learn
about parents' interests in all
aspects of the College including
academic advising and career
planning. Parents were also
asked for their input on programming for Parents' Day.
Approximately 456 parents
returned their surveys and,
in general, they were "overwhelmingly positive in their
responses," says Director
of Annual Giving, Marilyn
Rothberg, who coordinated the
project.

Honorary doctor of laws recipient, Eleanor Holmes Norton.

Receiving an honorary doctor of laws
degree was Georgetown University Law
Center Professor Eleanor Holmes Norton. In
her remarks to the audience she cited a 1984
Carnegie Foundation survey which challenged the stereotype of complacency
among today's college students. "I reject the
notion that complacency has paralyzed the
young," she stated. "In plain fact, this generation has not been handed its issues on a
platter of wonderfu l cau es." Norton added,
" Less has been given you and more will be
expected."
She urged the graduates to " reinvent
America" because "nothing is the way it
was-not the family or any of its members.
Not work or authority. Not marriage or
morality." Norton spoke with hope and belief
in the new generation of students. She concluded her remarks by saying, "We need you
who are young and fresh and free of the
past."
Highly regarded for her work in developing equal opportunity law and policy, Norton
was the first woman to chair the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission.

the problems of the human condition. "The
array of ideas and points of view to which
you have been exposed," Thiemann added,
"should have launched you on a search for
truth, a search that you recognize will last a
lifetime."
This was Thiemann 's final address, ending a decade of teaching in the Religion
Department and of administrative service to
the College.
As of July I, Thiemann became Dean of
Harvard's Divinity School and President
Robert Stevens, who had been on sabbatical
in Oxford, returned to the College. I

SILK WORKSHOP:

"lbe Role
of the Media"
(Standing, I to r}, Former Board Chairman r.nd U.S.
Deputy Secretary ofState, John C. Whitehead, presents
Andrew Lewis '53 for an honorary doctor of laws degree.

Lewis went on to describe the difficulty of
the PATCO negotiations and the personal
sadness he felt for the families of the
controllers.

"Take what you've learned here
and go out and transform the world
into that kind of place."

In conclusion he said, "I do come from a
Quaker background. I believe in con ensus.
There is no consensus on this degree, if onethird of you r faculty objects. With great
respect for the College, I return the degree."
As he removed his academic hood and
returned to his seat on the platform, the
audience, initially surprised, stood and gave
him an ovation.
Currently chairman and chief executive
officer of Union Pacific Railroad Company,
Lewis served as Secretary of Transportation
from 1981 to 1983. He later became chairman
and chief executive officer of Warner Amex
Cable Communications, the nation's sixth
largest cable systems operator.
Lewis, a third-generation Haverfordian
whose son, Russell, graduated in 1977, is a
former manager of Haverford's Board.
Acting President Ronald Thiemann concluded the morning commencement with
valedictory remarks.
He reminded the class
of 1986 that their
Haverford education has
been "an experiment
in thinking", and an
opportunity to explore
many perspectives on

Acting President, Ronald Thiemann, gives the valediction.

This year's Andrew Silk Journalism Workshop on Aprill2 featured journalists from
some of the nation's leading news sources
di cussing their perceptions of the media's
influence in public affairs before some 50
Haverford and Bryn Mawr students.
The journalists' visit was sponsored by the
Andrew Silk Memorial Fund at Haverford in
honor of Andrew Silk '75, a talented writer
who died of cancer in 1981. The Silk Fund
also sponsors a summer newspaper internship for Haverford and Bryn Mawr students.
Leonard Silk, Andrew Silk's father and
economics columnist for The New York
Times, introduced the morning's topic by
assessing the public influence that individual
reporters and editors exert everyday.
"There's always the judgment, 'am I doing
more harm than good?'" Silk said.
Keith Schneider '75, agriculture reporter
for The New York Times since last summer,
discussed The Times ' increased coverage of
agriculture. Schneider explained that crop
reportage was traditionally the focus of agricu lture stories, but the environmental effects
of such recent technological advances as
genetic engineering and the widespread use
of herbicides and pesticides, are important
news for urban dwellers as well.
Schneider's discussion of a recent Wall
Street Journal attack on several of his frontpage articles, raised a point germane to the
morning's topic: that the decision to play a
story on page one is an editorial, a value
judgment of newsworthiness which attaches
public importance to certain issue and, in a
sense, creates news.
Dick Pothier, education writer for the
Philadelphia Inquirer, discussed the stumbling blocks reporters can encounter when
covering controversial stories, particularly if
one or more of the involved parties, refuses
to talk to the press. "The lifeblood of journalism is getting both sides of the story," he
said.
The responsibility of the press when confronted with a scientific dispute was the
subject of a talk by David Warsh , an economics writer for The Boston Globe and
author of The Idea of Economic Complexity.
Warsh discussed his own experience covering economics during the early Reagan
years when disputes over the long-term
merits of supply-side economics arose
between Reagan 's advisors and the community of economic professionals. "At a certain
point in such a contest between a minority
point of view and the body of competent
authorities, a reporter has to make a choice
and side with the experts," Warsh
concluded.
Terry Irving '73, a field producer for ABC
News "Nightline," discussed the public
impact of television journalism and

Nightline's five days of live coverage from
South Africa. "The images, the choice of
what you're going to show can twist a tory
any which way," Irving explained. " Print
journalists have the space to relate the whole
picture. In T.V. journalism, you think about
every word."
In order to give as accu rate a picture of
South Africa as possible, " ightline" presented the black and while points of view of
South Africa eparately for, as Irving
explained, " Black South Africans and white
South Africans don't live in the arne world."
Irving acknowledged the how's impact on
the American public, " Prior to ightline's
broadcast from South Africa, the situation
there was not much of a story."
Silk concluded the morning' program
with thi advice for budding journalists:
"The press tries to do two things at once: it

"The lifeblood of journalism is
getting both sides of the story."

trie to be accurate and dispassionate and
becau e journalism deals with people, you
have to be a moral person." Over lunch,
students had the opportunity to talk informally with the guests. I
Elisabeth Sachs '87

high chool and college student pursue
independent research and writing projects
during the summer months.
Personal experience led both Watson
winners to chao e their areas of research .
From the age of nine, Aldrin-Fieman has
spent various lengths of time in India cu ltivating friendships with both the British and
native Indians. He is moved by the question,
'How have the expatriates created a community which is not one of complete isolation,
but one of adaptation to the modernization of
India?' Rybeck grew up in the Ohio Valley
(Wheeling, W. Va.) where ten years of plant
closings have affected the lives of family
members. This experience has led him to
probe how other communities have handled
similar shifts in their regional economies.
"This i a chance," Rybeck says, "to learn
what's going on in the world and to apply it
back to Wheeling."

Andrew Silk Workshop panelists Dick Pothier of the Philadelphia Inquirer (left) and Boston Globe
economics writer, David Warsh.

Watson,NEH
Grant Recipients
Through prestigious research grants, three
Haverford College students are exploring a
variety of lifestyles this ummer. The topics
range from British expatriates who stayed in
India after independence, to 19th century
women in Moretown, Vermont, to the workers of the international teel industry.

throughout Europe, Mexico, and Japan
interviewi ng workers, union leaders, company officials and government representatives who have been touched by the volatile
international steel industry.

Deborah Abboll '87, NEH grant recipient

Colin Aldrin-Fieman '86 is traveling to
India and interviewing British expatriates
who cho e to remain in India after that
nation's independence in 1947. Deborah
Abbott '87 i spending this summer
researching state archives, community
records, and personal diaries in order to
recreate Moretown, Vermont from 18701900. Theodore Rybeck '86 is traveling

Aldrin-Fieman and Rybeck's project are
each supported by a $10,000 Watson fellowship. Presented annually to only 70 college
students nationwide, the Watson gives recipients the chance to focus on a topic of international concern and to develop a broader
understanding of American culture. Since
1973, twenty-fou r students from Haverford
have been Watson Fellows.
Abbott's research is being funded by a
$2,200 grant from the National Endowment
for the Humanities. The grant is part of the
NEH Younger Scholars Program which helps
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the scheno of his 5th Symphony,
was one of four compositions
selected from nearly 200 scores
for a rare performance by the
Minnesota Orchestra on May 14.
oted for being progressive, the
Minnesota Orchestra is creating
a recorded library of new works
so that other orchestras may
consider them for performance.
Davison's compo ilion is now
part of that permanent
collection.
Another Davison work,
"Sinfonia for Cimbalom and
Orchestra," was performed
at the Academy of Music by
the Concerto Soloists of
Philadelphia on May 19. The
cimbalom is an Eastern Euro·
pean folk instrument which
produces a percussive ound.

NSF Fellow in biological sciences, Russell Hill

Central to Abbott's research has been the
diary of Clara Howes, Abbott's great great
paternal grandmother. By using other diaries, newspapers, town , state and church
records, Abbott is developing the theme of
change and continuity in a small rural town.
Specifically, she is exploring Moretown, Vt.
and examining how the elderly and the ick
were cared for; the types of activities available to women outside of the home and
family; and whether Moretown experienced
unique patterns of change because of Irish
immigration . I

Watson Fello v, Theodore Rybeck '86
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d"'" of 1970
through 1984 more than
matched Haverford's "firstever" Young Alumni Challenge
by contributing over $33 000 in
new gifts to the College.
More important than the
actual dollars raised were the
numbers of new donor contributing to the fund (594, as of June
24). As a result of their support
it is expected that overall alumni
participation in Annual Giving
will increase to 50% by the clo e
of this year's campaign.
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Mbmen ~Lacrosse
Lydia Martin '86-firstteam Brine Division Ill All-American , MAC All-Star.
Stephanie James '87-honorable mention, Brine Division Ill All-American , MAC All-Star.
Rachel WUbur '86-Brine Division Ill All-Region Team, selected for North-South All-Star Game.
Wendy Smith '87 -Brine Division Ill All-Region Team.
Debbie Anderson '88-MAC All-Star.
Men~

Track

Uam O'Neill'86-NCAA Division Ill All-American , 1500 meters; ran in DuPont mile run in Jumbo

Elliot Invitational at Villanova, best mile field in U.S. this year; MAC Champion.
800 Meters, 1500 Meters.
Mbmen~

Tennis

Patty Dinella '86-qualified for NCAA Division Ill Championships in singles and doubles.

Amanda Figland '88-qualified for NCAA Division Ill Championships in doubles.

Women's Lacrosse
Earns NCAA Bid

Wendy Smith '87 races down field against
Ursi.~us during Haverford 's first-round
CAA playoff game at Walton Field.

Haverford sports fans received a rare treat
this spring: the first Haverford team to complete a regular season undefeated since
World War II.
Returning from an 8-3 season in 1985, the
women's lacrosse team had high expectations as it entered its first season of play in
the Middle Atlantic Conference (MAC). The
enthusiasm of first-year coach Deborah
Gallagher combined with the talent and
hustle of captains Lyd ia Martin '86, Rachel
Wilbur '86 and the rest of the squad proved
to be an unbeatable mix.
The team swept to three quick wins,
including a 7-5 victory over Division I Hofstra University, before traveling to Madison,
N.J., to face two-time MAC champ Drew
Univer ity. The Fords jumped out to an 8-1
lead before the over-confident Rangers got

their offense on track. Junior Stephanie
James' four goals and sophomore Laura
Kallio's goaltending led the Fords to a 9-7
win.
The victory catapulted Haverford to a
number four ranking in the Brine Women's
National Collegiate Lacrosse Poll. Meanwhile, the Fords rolled on to five more wins,
scoring 83 goals and allowing only 29.
Only Franklin and Marshall College,
another former MAC champion, stood in the
way of the MAC East Division title. Playing
in an April snowstorm, the score see-sawed
constantly. Goals by James, Debbie Anderson '88 and Ruth Sorrells '87 powered
Haverford to a 6-5 halftime lead.

Rachel Wilbur '86 prepares to pass off against Ursin111
during JlaDerford'1 fint-round NCAA women lacra&~e
playoff game at Walton Field.

s

Ruth Sorrells '87 fires a ahol against Ursin111 during
JlaDerfords first-round NCAA women'• lacra&~e playoff
game at Walton Freid.

With only four minutes left in the game,
the score was tied at 12. Suddenly, James
penetrated the Diplomat defense. Her unassisted goal locked up the MAC East title for
Haverford.
A 17-4 win over Washington College
closed out the Fords' regular season at 13-0.
The 1942 football squad, which finished 7-0,

was the last Haverford team to record a
similar feat.
The season was far from over, though.
1985 MAC runner-up Gettysburg College
arrived at Haverford May 3 to challenge the
Fords for the MAC Championship.
The Fords' defense rose to the occasion,
and held Gettysburg's Amanda Corroon, the
MAC's top scorer, to only two goals. Wendy
Smith '87 led Haverford to a thrilling 9-7
victory with 3 goals.
Then the Fords received one of eight bids
to the NCAA Division Ill playoffs. Haverford
hosted top-ranked Ursinus College, the
national champions in 1983 and 1984 .
On May 7, a huge home crowd enthusiastically cheered on the Fords at Walton Field.
Ruth Sorrell's goal in the game's first minute
sent the crowd into a frenzy. The lead didn't
last, however, as Ursinus rallied back to
leave the field at halftime with an 11-2
lead. The Fords played fine defense in the
second half, but could not score con istently
against the Bears, who won, 14-4 . Ursinus
went on to win the CAA Division Ill
Champion hip. I

Varsity Cup
Thi year's Varsity Cup was awarded to
three outstanding senior varsity athletes
during the Spring Sports Banquet May 4.
Liam 0 ' eill earned All-American honors
three times, once each in cross-country,
indoor track and outdoor track. His time of
3:44.71 for 1500 meters in May e tabli hed
him as one of the finest miters in the United
States. Patty Dinella led the women' tennis
team to a 37-9 regular eason record during
the last four years, winning 80% of her
singles matches. The best coli giate women 's
tennis player in the Philadelphia area,
Dinella was ranked among the top 30 single
players in the NCAA Division Ill Championships twice. She was also nominated for an
CAA Postgraduate Scholar hip. Howard
Morris won All-American honor in 1984 and
led the men's soccer team to 26 wins in the
past two seasons. I
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