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Shaykh Ayman al-Zawahiri 

May Allah Preserve Him:  

 

The Muslim Ummah in general – and the Jihad movement in particular – must engage in 

the battle of rhetoric just as it engages in the battle of arms and ammunition; and the 

Jihad movement's need for the battle of rhetoric is greater than the rest of the Ummah's 

need for it, because the Jihad movement is most aware of where the danger and threat 

lies, since it is the one confronting the threat and dealing with it on a daily basis; and 

because it is most acquainted with the fierce and lowly nature of the enemy; and because 

it is the one most exposed to defamation and lies; and because it knows more than anyone 

else that the attack on it is meant to attack Islam and eradicate its Shari'ah; and because it 

is also the most frank in speaking the truth and openly proclaiming it, for it has paid for 

its freedom, frankness and boldness with migration, imprisonment, garrisoning, and 

fighting; separation from family, homeland, and wealth; and patience in combat and 

captivity.  

 

Qur'an Recitation by Shaykh Umar Abd al-Rahman:  

 

"And We inspired Moses, saying: 'Travel by night with My servants; you will be pursued.' 

Then Pharaoh sent heralds throughout the cities, (saying), 'These (the people of Moses) 

are but a small band, and they are enraging us, and we are all together a multitude 

which is vigilant, well-armed and well-prepared (to fight them).'" [As-Shu'araa' (26) 52-

56]  

 

Shaykh Hussam Abd al-Raoof:  
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All praise is due to Allah, and may prayers and peace be upon his Prophet and his family 

and companions and those who have been guided. To proceed:  

 

The third anniversary of the martyrdom of Shaykh Usama bin Ladin – may Allah have 

mercy on him – witnessed an intense media campaign meant to prove that Qaida al-Jihad 

[Base of Jihad] Group is on the decline and that the central leadership has lost control of 

its branches, not to mention the other filth spewed by the mouths, newspapers and news 

agencies which intentionally fabricate lies against the sincere Mujahideen, in an attempt 

by those parties to mislead Islamic and global public opinion about the true leanings of 

these groups and the current situation in the arenas of Jihad and in the numerous Arab 

and African countries which are witnessing an expansion of the Jihad movement, as 

though they think people are deaf and blind or suffer from dimwittedness and memory 

loss!  

 

Although the American Department of State claimed in its annual report on terrorism that 

the main structure of al-Qaida led by Shaykh Ayman al-Zawahiri has shrunken greatly 

thanks to international efforts and the loss of many of its senior leaders, the same report 

goes on to say that instability and weak governments in the Middle East and North Africa 

have enabled al-Qaida branches and likeminded groups to expand and consolidate their 

operations in Yemen, Syria, Iraq, North Africa and Somalia.  

 

So how then can al-Qaida have shrunken greatly and lost many of its senior leaders at a 

time when it is expanding horizontally and opening new fronts dependent on it? And it 

goes without saying that these new branches require a number of senior leaders, and that 

constant communication must be maintained with them for purposes of coordination, 

consultation, support, and so on. 

 

At the same time, we find that American special reports continue to emphasize that al-

Qaida represents the biggest threat to United States' territory and its foreign interests, 

justifying that by noting that al-Qaida has a proven aptitude for acclimation and 

flexibility, and that its desire to attack the United States and its interests abroad remains 

strong, and that the ideology of al-Qaida is spreading in numerous places around the 

world, including in the United States.  

 

Katherine Zimmerman's Report:  

 

American strategic analyst Katherine Zimmerman, in the introduction to her report of 

September 2013 entitled "The al Qaeda Network: A New Framework for Defining the 

Enemy", asserts that "al Qaeda has been the most lethal and effective enemy of the 

United States since the end of the Vietnam War and shows every indication of continuing 

its determined efforts to kill Americans", and that "despite the modest shift in 

counterterrorism focus and a significant investment of political and military capital 

toward the fight against al Qaeda over the past 12 years, the United States has not 

achieved its objective of dismantling the organization or ensuring that al Qaeda and its 

associates are unable to attack Americans successfully again."  
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Under the headline "The Shape of the al Qaeda Network Today", the author of the report 

affirms that "the global al Qaeda network extends far beyond the groups publicly 

recognized as being affiliated" and that "the al Qaeda network has grown increasingly 

complex and has adapted to various stresses to remain operational. Both its structure and 

its adaptive nature have made the network extremely resilient, which has limited the 

ability of outside actors, such as the United States, to defeat it."  

 

The author emphasizes in her summarization of the report that "the al Qaeda network is 

adaptive, complex, and resilient," and that "today, it has a formal organizational structure, 

with the core group at its head providing overall direction," in a reference by the author to 

al Qaeda's general command, and that "even as the network becomes increasingly 

decentralized, the core group continues to direct the al- Qaeda network." The 

decentralization of the al Qaeda network has not made it weaker. On the contrary, 

affiliate-to-affiliate relationships may have increased the overall network's resiliency. 

These relationships may also ensure al Qaeda's survival even if the core group is defeated 

completely.  

 

"Al Qaeda affiliates have evolved and now threaten the United States as much as (if not 

more than) the core group; they can no longer be dismissed as mere local al Qaeda 

franchises."  

 

Meanwhile, "associated groups support the efforts of the core group and the affiliates and 

may themselves threaten American personnel or interests.  

 

"The reality is that despite more than a decade of direct and indirect warfare against the 

group, al Qaeda continues to be a threat to the United States and its interests."  

 

Ali Yunus 

Policy Analyst from America:  

 

From the American perspective, it is true that al-Qaida is on the run, and that it doesn't 

have a major presence in Afghanistan or anywhere in the world in physical terms; 

however, it is present as an ideology which can inspire individuals whether in America – 

even in America – or in any other country of the world to carry out terror operations 

against American and Western interests as well as the interests of Arab regimes. This is 

why I don't think the war will end so long as these organizations have a ideological and 

political presence and a reason to fight. Accordingly, there appears to be an agreement 

that the war will continue for a long time, since terrorism itself is a tool of violence and a 

military tool for achieving political goals – first and foremost – as well as ideological and 

religious objectives from the perspective of these organizations. As long as these 

objectives are there, so too will the war against those who believe in them be there from 

the American perspective.  

 

Shaykh Hussam Abd al-Raoof:  
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So America tries to portray its battle with the Muslims as being a war with Qaida al-Jihad 

Group, and then condenses this war to a war against a few of the group's members, 

claiming that were it to kill or arrest them the group will be finished, and that once the 

group is finished the war against America will have ended, and in this way America 

deceives its populace twice: once when it claims that killing so-and-so or so-and-so or 

eliminating the group will end hostility towards America, protect its domestic security 

and secure its foreign interests, in the process intentionally ignoring and pretending to 

forget that it is facing the Muslim Ummah; and [America deceives its populace] once 

more when it claims that Qaida al-Jihad is almost finished while at the same time 

repeating over and over again that it is the biggest threat to the United States.  

 

And what is amusing is that they try to prove the independence of the branches and the 

weakness of the central command's control over them by pointing to how those branches 

take necessary decisions to deal with events on the ground without referring to the 

group's central command! So is it logical to ask the leaderships of the branches to refer to 

the central command in every matter small or great?! This might be acceptable under 

totalitarian regimes and bureaucratic administrations, but when it comes to Jihad groups 

and righteous leaderships, emphasis is placed on properly choosing amirs and 

commanders; keeping abreast of their track records and the extent to which they listen 

and obey except in disobedience to Allah as well as the extent to which they strive to 

achieve the declared objectives which the group seeks to spread and implement in 

people's lives; and making sure that they inspect the conditions of those whom they are in 

charge of, require them to discharge their religious obligations, and perform the duty of 

enjoining good and forbidding evil.  

 

There is a fierce media attack in progress against al-Qaida and its amir Shaykh Ayman – 

may Allah preserve him – whether it be from official quarters and dubious media outlets 

or from the groups and organizations which are annoyed and their businesses ruined by 

the popularity of the business of al-Qaida, whose followers they accuse of being agents of 

the powers whose crimes and aggression are the reason for them declaring Jihad in the 

first place, like America, or the regime of the ousted Yemeni president, or the Bashar al-

Assad regime, or the kingdom of the House of Saud.  

 

Dr. Akram Hijazi 

 

Director, al-Muraqeb for Sociological Studies and Researches Member of Secretariat-

General, Muslim Thinkers Forum  

But the fact is, the global Jihad has fortified the Ummah militarily.  

 

Host of program:  

 

But some people say the opposite. There are people who say that al-Qaida is an agent of 

these powers, and gives the Americans and the West a justification to interfere and 

intervene in our affairs.  

 

Dr. Akram Hijazi:  
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This is the argument of the weak and incompetent. These forces [the Mujahideen] 

humiliated America, and humiliated Russia – the Soviet Union – and crushed it. This is 

the reality. But for you to come and say that they provide a justification: this is the 

argument of the weak and incompetent, because you – in the first place – are incapable of 

applying Shari'ah, so how can you accuse [the Mujahideen] of being agents of America 

or providing it with an excuse to intervene? America today doesn't intervene militarily: it 

is no longer capable of intervening militarily, and therefore this argument is no longer 

valid; but it does intervene in matters of security via the local authorities and established 

regimes. So if they have objections, let them object to the regime! If they have objections, 

let them object to the authorities. But for them to object to [the Mujahideen]...I mean, if 

the authorities are incapable of applying Shari'ah, incapable of rebelling against the 

"center" [i.e. the Crusader West and its allies], why then is the other side the one being 

accused and not the authorities?!  

 

Shaykh Hussam Abd al-Raoof:  

 

And the thing which makes their life miserable is the group's ability – by the grace of 

Allah – to traverse this turbulent sea of ordeals and conspiracies, and confront this open 

and secret, direct and indirect global alliance, by the grace of Allah first and the wisdom 

of its leadership second. And all of its enemies – whether they be unbelievers or those 

who daub themselves with Islam – fish around for what they consider to be the mistakes 

of its amir and leaders, and they interpret their statements and communiqués in a way 

which serves the interests of the enemy, although they are in general trivial and biased 

interpretations. And even if we suppose that there are some mistakes which are 

committed by some of the leaderships or individuals subordinate to them, in the end they 

are mortals who do right and wrong, and the daily problems, crises and developments 

they face are enough to make unshakable mountains collapse under their burden, and are 

made even more difficult by the absence of sincere and dependable scholars (with a few 

exceptions); and so they [i.e. the Mujahideen] use their discretionary judgement in order 

to deal with the developments they face and choose the operations and targets they 

consider to be in line with the greater interest; and if they are right then they deserve two 

rewards, while if they are wrong then they deserve a reward for trying; and whatever 

slipups or errors they may have committed are limited in number in the midst of 

mountains of good deeds and successes in executing operations which were chosen with 

precision and did great harm to the enemy, and it is enough nobility for a man that his 

flaws be [so few that they can be] counted.  

 

The amazing thing is that even when the Mujahideen's leaders acknowledge the 

occurrence of these unintended mistakes during the execution of Jihadi operations, and 

apologize for them happening due to some sudden developments which were not foretold 

during the planning and preparation stage, and express their readiness to pay 

compensation to the families of the victims, they [the hostile parties] do not accept that 

apology, and they wage a relentless propaganda war against the group involved, even 

though mistakes are known to happen during battle and combat, particularly in the case 

of urban warfare and street fighting due to the enemy shielding himself in residential 
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areas and near marketplaces. Meanwhile, they [the hostile parties] make excuses for the 

Crusader occupation forces and close their eyes to the intentional massacres regularly 

committed by those forces, whose commanders may arrogantly refuse to acknowledge 

their mistakes, as is the case with the Americans in particular, or may claim that they are 

isolated mistakes resulting from one of the soldiers losing his nerves or fearing for his life 

or experiencing temporary insanity; and the crime is invariably quickly hushed up.  

 

Title:  

Examples of Crusader Massacres, Atrocities, and Scandals And the Blackouts Imposed 

on Them  

 

 

Title:  

In Afghanistan: 

Pregnant Women Murdered in Cold Blood! Corpses Desecrated to Conceal the Crime! 

Mujahideen Falsely Accused of Responsibility! And Revealers of the Facts Accused of 

Lying!  

 

 

Host of Program:  

 

Afghanistan, Gardez; Jeremy, talk about one of the central focuses of "Dirty Wars."  

 

Jeremy Scahill 

Journalist and Writer, "Dirty Wars":  

 

Yeah, we had read about this raid that happened in Gardez in Paktia province, because 

[of] a very, very brave reporter named Jerome Starkey, a correspondent for the Times of 

London who now is in Africa covering the latest sort of expansion of the not so covert 

war in Mali.  

 

So we had read about this night raid that took place and it was a horrible massacre, and 

what happened in Gardez is that US special operations forces had intelligence that a 

Taliban cell was having some sort of a meeting to prepare a suicide bomber, and they raid 

this house in the middle of the night, and they end up killing five people, including three 

women, two of whom were pregnant; and another person whom they killed in the house, 

Mohammad Daud, turned out to be a senior Afghan police commander who had been 

trained by the US, including by the mercenary – or by the private security company 

MPRI (Military Professional Resources Incorporated).  

 

And so the soldiers raid this house and they kill these people, and instead of realizing that 

they had made a horrible mistake, and that the intelligence was wrong and that it resulted 

in these people being killed, they actually covered up the killings. And we interview the 

survivors of this raid, including a man who watched – while he was zip-cuffed – 

American soldiers digging bullets out of his wife's dead body. 
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Husband of woman murdered by American soldiers:  

 

One of them was my wife, one was my sister, and one was my niece, Tahir's daughter. 

Here are the bullet holes which we covered up.  

 

Jeremy Scahill:  

 

Was Mr. Daoud killed immediately or did he live for a while after he was shot?  

 

Husband of woman:  

 

He was alive until 7:00 AM. I was sitting over there as he lay wounded. He was alive, 

and so was my niece –Tahir's daughter. They didn't let us take them to the hospital. They 

said they will call in a helicopter and take them themselves. The Americans used knives 

to dig the bullets out of their bodies.  

 

Jeremy Scahill:  

 

You saw the US forces take the bullets out of the bodies?  

 

Husband of woman:  

 

Yes.  

 

Jeremy Scahill:  

 

And what happened is that NATO then issues a press release and made statements 

anonymously in the media where they said that the US forces had "stumbled upon" the 

aftermath of a "Taliban honor killing," and they implied that the women were killed by 

their own murderous families. And so in the course of the film we investigate that night 

raid, and we learn that the individuals who did that raid were members of the Joint 

Special Operations Command, and we know that because the then-head of the JSOC, 

Vice-Admiral William McRaven, showed up in this village with scores of Afghan 

soldiers and US forces.  

 

And then Admiral McRaven goes into the home and says his men were responsible for 

killing the women and the police commander and he asked for forgiveness from the head 

of the family, Haji Shahabuddin. Had a brave photographer named Jeremy Kelly not been 

there to snap the photographs that you see in our film that you see of Admiral McRaven 

in Gardez, we may never have known who the actual killers were that day. But you asked 

about Jerome Starkey. When Jerome Starkey first exposed the cover-up of Gardez, 

NATO publicly attacked him by name and accused him of lying; and then when more 

information started to come out about who did it, they changed their story, but they never 

apologized to Jerome Starkey.  
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Jerome Starkey 

Correspondent, Times of London:  

 

We went to print on a Saturday. By Saturday afternoon, I was getting information from 

other journalists in Kabul who were my friends that NATO was briefing against me. 

NATO was trying to discredit me, trying to say that the story was inaccurate and 

effectively trying to kill it dead. To my knowledge, that was the only time that they've 

named a journalist and sort of singled out a journalist so specifically in a denial.  

 

Jeremy Scahill (voiceover):  

 

NATO accused Starkey of lying. It could have been enough to end a journalist's career. 

But no one would speak openly about Gardez, until I met with General Hugh Shelton, 

chairman of the Joint Chiefs on 9-11.  

 

Jeremy Scahill:  

 

One incident that I looked into in Afghanistan where an Afghan police commander and 

two pregnant women were killed. But the question I wanted to ask you was: in that kind 

of case, let's say that's true, how would something like that be handled or investigated?  

 

General Hugh Shelton (Ret) 

Former Chairman, US Military Joint Chiefs of Staff: 

 

If they go flying in, and meet any kind of resistance at all, I mean shots are fired, then I'm 

sorry if they got killed, but they were in the wrong place at the wrong time and I don't 

think it oughta to be investigated, I think you write it off as one of those damn acts of 

war.  

 

Jeremy Scahill:  

 

But one of the victims was a senior Afghan police commander who had been trained by 

the US, and two of them were pregnant women!  

 

General Hugh Shelton, Arrogantly Refusing to Acknowledge the Mistake:  

 

Now just 'cus he's a police chief, he coulda been a terrorist as well, he coulda been 

workin' both sides. So that piece of it, although it sounds bad, but two pregnant women? 

The fact that they were pregnant is very, very unfortunate, but it's also unfortunate they 

were women, but on the other hand, I've been shot at by women myself, and I mean shot 

at. So that doesn't excuse 'em: they die just like men do if they shoot at us. So...  

 

Jeremy Scahill (voiceover):  

 

But information about Gardez kept leaking out. A secret UN investigation confirmed 

many of the details the family had told us; and an Afghan police inquiry was under way.  
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Jerome Starkey:  

 

NATO phoned me up, and they said, "Jerome, we're just calling to let you know we're 

about to put out a press release. We are changing our version of events." They admitted 

that they were responsible for killing the three women, and that the men they said were 

Taliban were not in fact Taliban. They admitted they got it wrong. Again, they were 

hoping it was gonna go away. Well, it wasn’t.  

 

Jeremy Scahill:  

 

And both Jerome Starkey and I have filed Freedom of Information Act requests. We've 

tried to get information out of the US military. My requests have been bounced all around 

the military, and the most current update I have from them is months old. They said that 

it's in an unnamed agency awaiting review. We don't know if anyone was disciplined for 

the action; we don't know if anyone was held accountable for the action. All we know is 

that Admiral McRaven and a bunch of soldiers showed up with a sheep and said, "We did 

this and we're sorry."  

 

Titles:  

In Yemen: 

The Americans Bomb 

Women and Children Are Killed 

The Local Traitors Claim Responsibility And Investigative Journalists Are Arrested!  

 

Jeremy Scahill:  

 

How did you first hear of the strikes that had happened on December 17th?  

 

Shaykh Saleh al-Awlaqi Shaykh of the Awaliq Tribe:  

 

We got telephone [calls] from those people. And of course the news was on al- Jazeera. 

 

Jeremy Scahill:  

 

What was the news saying?  

 

Shaykh Saleh al-Awlaqi:  

 

Our government attacked an al-Qaida base in al-Ma'jalah where al-Qaida have a field for 

training, and they have huge stores for all kinds of weapons and ammunition and rockets, 

and all this. And they did not mention the Americans at all.  

 

When we went there, we saw what happened. I mean, if somebody's got a weak heart, I 

think he will collapse. You see goats and sheep all over, see the heads of those who were 
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killed here and there. You see children. And you cannot tell, does this meat belong to 

animals or to human beings?  

 

Why did they do this? Why the hell did they do this? There are no stores, there is no field 

for training, there is nobody, except a very poor tribe, one of the poorest tribes in the 

south.  

 

Jeremy Scahill:  

 

So what we were seeing there is a scene where we're first getting into what's happening 

on the ground in Yemen, and we learn about this series of cruise missile strikes that had 

happened in December of 2009, the first time that Yemen had been bombed by the 

United States in seven years. The first bombing that happened on December 17th 2009, 

where President Obama directly authorized the strike, was on this village of al-Majalah in 

southern Yemen, and 46 people were killed, including 2 dozen women and children, in 

that strike. And so what Rick and I did is we went down to the heart of where these 

strikes were happening, and we met with people on the ground and we interviewed 

survivors of these missile strikes, and we gathered evidence and we actually filmed the 

cruise missile parts; and the US did not claim responsibility for those strikes: in fact, the 

Yemeni government claimed responsibility for the strikes, and we know from the 

Wikileaks cables that were released that General David Petraeus essentially conspired 

with senior Yemeni officials including the former president of Yemen, Ali Abdullah 

Saleh, to cover up the US role in what would become a rapidly expanding bombing 

campaign inside of Yemen; and this administration has continued to pummel Yemen.  

 

A Local Eyewitness:  

 

I ran to the area. I found scattered bodies and injured women and children. 46 people 

were killed, including 5 pregnant women.  

 

Jeremy Scahill (voiceover):  

 

The echoes of Gardez were everywhere, so many of the details repeating themselves, but 

there was one important difference: in Gardez, the American soldiers went to obscene 

lengths to cover up the killings; here in al-Majalah, despite the official denial, they'd left 

their fingerprints strewn across the desert. Why would they deny something so obvious, 

when anyone who visited the bomb site would see the truth? But maybe that was the 

point: there was no declared war in Yemen; out here in the middle of the desert, no one 

was looking, and the one local reporter investigating the bombing had disappeared.  

 

Abdulelah Haider Shaye 

Yemeni Writer and Journalist:  

 

The decision to arrest me was made on December 27, 2009, the day I exposed those who 

covered up the murder of women and children in Abyan, the day I exposed those who 

guided cruise missiles to Bedouin camps.  
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Jeremy Scahill:  

 

The journalist who first exposed the missile strike I was talking about earlier in al- 

Majalah, Yemen, Abdulelah Haider Shaye, had taken photographs of the US missile 

parts, and that's how we first learn that it was in fact US cruise missiles, and Yemen 

doesn’t have cruise missiles. And so after he did his reporting and continued to report on 

the expanding US air war in Yemen, he was snatched from his home by the US- backed 

Yemeni counterterrorism units and then was put on trial for allegedly being an al-Qaeda 

facilitator or propagandist and was sentenced to five years in prison. There were huge 

protests; his trial was denounced as a sham by international human rights and media 

organizations; and he was about to be pardoned by the Yemeni president because there 

was tremendous pressure in the country; and then President Obama called President Ali 

Abdullah Saleh and expressed his concern over the release of Abdulelah Haider Shaye – 

the reporter – and then the pardon was ripped up after that. And his lawyers say clearly 

that he's in jail because of Obama's intervention.  

 

Jeremy Scahill (voiceover):  

 

I met Abdulelah's lawyer at a tea house because his office was under attack.  

 

Abdul Rahman Barman Abdulelah's Lawyer:  

 

They fired more than 120 shells into my office, completely destroying it; and now we 

can't reach the office because of the presence of the Republican Guard in the area. 

 

Jeremy Scahill:  

 

My understanding was that President Ali Abdullah Saleh was going to pardon Abdulelah 

Haider.  

 

Abdul Rahman Barman:  

 

We were expecting the release order. But that same day, President Obama made a phone 

call to Ali Abdullah Saleh in which he expressed the United States' concern over the 

release of Abdulelah.  

 

Jeremy Scahill (voiceover):  

 

I'd heard the story many times in Yemen. President Obama personally intervening to 

keep a respected Yemeni journalist in prison. It sounded far-fetched to me. But then I 

found this on the White House's own website. A readout from a phone call between 

Obama and the Yemeni president. They badly misspelled Abdulelah's name, but Obama's 

point was clear: he wanted him kept in jail.  

 

Titles:  
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Where are the Hired Media Which Trawl for the Mujahideen's Mistakes 

When It Comes to These and Similar Documented Crimes 

Which Continue to be Committed by the Crusaders and Their Underlings 

The Murderers of Women, Children and Babies in Wombs!  

  

Shaykh Hussam Abd al-Raoof:  

 

As for the mistakes committed by members of al-Qaida or individual Mujahideen, they 

are deemed unforgivable, and their alleged hideousness is exaggerated, and they are 

recorded and replayed according to need.  

 

There are also desperate attempts to intill animosity between those who used to be close 

friends and admirers of Shaykh Usama bin Ladin (may Allah have mercy on him) 

towards Shaykh Ayman al-Zawahiri (may Allah preserve him), and to claim that there 

were disagreements between Shaykh Usama and Shaykh Abdullah Azzam (may Allah 

have mercy on them both) over which of them were better suited to lead and command 

the Arab Mujahideen during the Afghan Jihad against the Soviet Union. So what is the 

point of talking about this now, and who benefits from it?!  

 

As for those who fish in troubled waters from among the corrupt scholars, the analysts-

for-hire, and the experts in selling religion, souls and humanity, they are best described 

by the statement of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 

"The Hour will not come until there emerges a people who eat with their tongues like 

cows eat with their tongues." And a poet said of them:  

 

Hiding behind religion concealing his hatred 

And concealing his greed and gluttonous desire 

You tell them, "These are fields of honor 

So pour here – O people – your precious blood" 

 

And an old parable says, "If the man of knowledge slips, an entire world slips due  

to his slip," because the man of knowledge has followers who take him as their example.  

 

The poet says:  

 

If the Faqih [scholar] goes astray and is obeyed by a people, 

 They go astray with him, and so he loses himself and misleads  

Like the ship if it capsizes in deep water 

It sinks together with everything in it  

 

And then there are those who deal with us according to the principle of "If someone does 

something bad, everyone gets blamed, but if someone does something good, only he gets 

the credit." So they beat the drums and blow the trumpets for the victories of the 

Mujahideen, and they celebrate as if they are the ones who achieved these victories, and 

they shower the faction which carried out these operations with praise; but if one of the 



13 
 

Jihad groups commits what they consider to be a mistake – due to a discretionary 

judgement by a branch leadership or maybe just by one of its members, and even if the 

mistake was unintentional –they make a royal fuss and smear the Mujahideen in their 

entirety with every fault and defect imaginable, and make accusations against them which 

are at the very least pure fabrications, without any proof or evidence save some hearsay 

from here or there and clippings from the infidel and official newspapers and broadcast 

media which make war on Allah, His Messenger and the believers; or they base their 

allegations on testimony which is not admissible in Shari'ah.  

 

The Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) says, "No person's crime is 

greater than that of a poet who lampoons an entire tribe," because in the tribe there are 

righteous people, philanthropists and honorable ones. So what to say of he who 

lampoons the Mujahideen in their entirety, although most of them have sold themselves to 

Allah and gone out to defend Islam and protect the lives, honor and territories of the 

Muslims, and among them are Allah's righteous slaves who, if they were to make a 

request of Him, He would fulfill it. So is the one who hates and mocks them any different 

than the one who headbutts a boulder in order to weaken it?  

 

The military coup against the popular revolutionary movements and projects; the 

international support for that coup; and the failure of the Islamists who succeeded in 

leading the masses to get rid of the heads of the traitorous regimes but failed to complete 

the revolution and achieve the legitimate objectives for which the masses revolted, all 

serves to disprove the lie which claimed that the Arab Spring uprisings pulled the rug out 

from under the Mujahideen, and achieved in a few days through peaceful uprisings what 

the Jihad groups couldn't achieve in decades. It also serves to confirm the saying which 

goes, "Iron is only dented by iron," and proves that the powers of unbelief won't abandon 

their tyranny and arrogance and give back the rights they have taken unless they are 

compelled to do so, and that the alternative to armed Jihad is the attempt to set up a civil 

democratic state, which had disastrous results and led to the fruit being wasted in a 

number of the countries which made this attempt, after they had been on the verge of 

achieving their objectives; and so the revolution was hijacked and diverted, and power 

and control returned to the underlings of the deposed heads.  

 

Excerpts from In the Shade of the Quran by Sayyid Qutb: 

 

The martyr – as we reckon him to be – Sayyid Qutb (may Allah have mercy on him), in 

his exegesis In the Shade of the Quran, while explaining Surah Ibrahim, says:  

"The weak are numerous, and the tyrants are few. So who is it that subjugates the many 

to the few? And what is it that subjugates them? What subjugates them is weakness of 

spirit, lack of purpose, shortage of zeal and internal abandonment of the dignity with 

which Allah has endowed mankind!  

 

Tyrants are able to degrade and humiliate the masses only if the masses let them, because 

the masses will always be able to stand up to the tyrants if they want to.  
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So lack of will is what plagues these herds! Humiliation only arises from a predisposition 

to humiliation in the souls of the humiliated. And this predisposition alone is all that 

tyrants rely on!"  

 

Sayyid then goes on to say, in his interpretation of Surah al-Naazi'aat:  

 

"The tyrant is merely an individual who in reality possesses neither power nor authority. 

Rather, it is the heedless and docile masses who bend their backs for him so he can mount 

them, and stretch out their necks for him so he can drag them, and bow their heads before 

him so he can tower above them, and abandon their right to honor and dignity so he can 

be tyrannical towards them!  

 

And the masses do this both because they have been deceived and because they have 

been beset by fear; and this fear only springs from illusion.  

 

"The tyrant – who is no more than an individual – cannot possibly be stronger than 

thousands and millions of people, if only they were conscious of their humanity, dignity, 

honor and freedom; and every individual among them is equal to the tyrant in terms of 

strength, but the tyrant deceives them and makes them imagine that he can do something 

to them.  

 

It isn't possible for an individual to be tyrannical in an honorable nation. It isn't possible 

for an individual to be tyrannical in a rightly-guided nation. It isn't possible for an 

individual to be tyrannical in a nation which knows its Lord and believes in Him and 

refuses to worship one of His creations who can neither harm it nor guide it."  

 

Shaykh Hussam Abd al-Raoof:  

 

We don't claim to be perfect or infallible, nor do we force the Muslims in the East and 

West to take the same approach we have taken, but we call on them not to surrender nor 

incline toward the worldly life nor agree to the humiliation and disgrace which has been 

imposed on them.  

 

Humiliation will continue to envelop you if you incline 

Because of which you will taste all sorts of bitterness  

When men sleep under oppression and injustice 

Then the belly of the earth is better suited for them.  

 

We also call on them to take what they believe to be the best approach to bring the 

Shari'ah to power, help the oppressed, repel the oppressor and return rights to their 

rightful owners; and we are certain that in the end, after clashing with the remnants of the 

regimes of apostasy and treason and discovering that it was a waste of time and effort to 

try to achieve the impossible through peaceful and harmonious means, they will be 

convinced of our conviction and will join the brigade of Mujahideen nearest to them.  

 

Dr. Akram Hijazi:  
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Al-Qaida rebelled against the "center". So they mobilized the entire world [against al-

Qaida]. Have you ever in your life heard of such a thing? The forces which waged the 

Cold War – i.e. the "center" with both its Eastern and Western blocs –, and the world in 

general, and those in charge of the religious "hitching post", are mobilizing the world and 

gathering fatwas against a group! A group, my brothers! A group! Al- Qaida isn't the 

Soviet empire, nor the American empire; it's a group which wants application of Shari'ah 

and liberation from hegemony! They have mobilized the entire world against it! Now 

they are mobilizing the world against anyone who calls for the application of Shari'ah, 

even if his approach is peaceful. They don't accept the application of Shari'ah in any 

form, whether through war or peace. They don't accept it. They fight everyone.  

 

Shaykh Hussam Abd al-Raoof:  

 

The enemies of Muslims, whether Eastern or Western, Arab or non-Arab, are betting – in 

their open war against the Muslims in general and the various groups and brigades of 

Mujahideen in particular – on the unity of their objectives and the readiness of some 

states – especially the Gulf statelets – to provide them with material support; it is an 

alliance which is as flimsy as a spider's web and no more than a foam which will quickly 

evaporate with the first real crisis to confront them, as occurred in Ukraine for example, 

or in the case of a repeat of the global economic meltdown and the bankruptcy of many 

of the major states, which is inevitable; and however many regional armies they might 

rally to fight the Mujahideen in every area they are active in, the fate of those armies and 

those behind them will be nothing but ruin and loss.  

 

Dr. Akram Hijazi:  

 

But the fact is, the global Jihad has fortified the Ummah militarily. It has fortified it, 

beyond a shadow of a doubt. Now America and the West doesn't dare to invade Arab and 

Islamic states. Anyone who tells you that Israel might invade Sinai if Egypt does this or 

that is lying. Israel isn't capable of invading Egypt.  

 

Host of program:  

 

It'll find millions of Mujahideen.  

 

Dr. Akram Hijazi:  

 

The current mode of fighting isn't the traditional mode. They tried it in Afghanistan, tried 

it in Chechnya, tried it in Bosnia, tried it in Iraq, tried it in Somalia and tried it in Yemen.  

 

Host of program:  

 

Every Muslim is a martyr in the making.  

 

Akram Hijazi:  
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That's why they have changed the strategy to the Predator and use of local armies and 

local security forces. Or to put it another way: they remain at a safe distance from the 

battleground.  

 

Title:  

The Somali Battle of Dayniile: 

An Example of the Fate of Regional Armies 

– The Proxies of the Crusader "Super" Powers –  

At the Hands of Allah's Lions, the Mujahideen  

 

Al-Kataaib Foundation announcer (voiceover):  

 

Despite the impressive military hardware and the continuous support from the Western 

nations, the progress of the AMISOM [African Union] forces has rather stagnated over 

the years, and has failed to thwart the aggressive onslaught by the Mujahideen. The battle 

of Daynille was meant to resuscitate life back into the declining force of the Crusaders, 

but at that they have failed rather abysmally.  

 

Title:  

Dayniile Massacre 

101 Burundian soldiers dead, more than 200 injured, a number of prisoners.  

 

Abu 'Ukasha Somali Mujahid:  

 

So we want to let the Burundians know that the Ethiopian troops who were stronger and 

greater in number than you were unable to establish this place as their base of disbelief. 

By Allah, nothing other than Islam will be firmly established in this place.  

 

Shaykh Hussam Abd al-Raoof:  

 

And so we say to those who have tied themselves to the major powers of capitalism and 

tyranny: all the evidence, indications and good omens suggest that America and its 

lackeys and alliances are on their way to the abyss in the near future, with Allah's 

permission, and that their material, military and economic power is on the wane; and it is 

a clear loss to tie oneself to the clear loser.  

 

And our final prayer is that all praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and may peace 

and prayers be upon our Master Muhammad and his family and companions. And may 

peace be upon you and the mercy of Allah and His blessings.  

 

The Martyr (As We Reckon Him To Be) Shaykh Usama bin Ladin May Allah Have 

Mercy on Him:  

 

People of America: This talk of mine is for you and concerns the best way to prevent 

another Manhattan.  
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I say to you: Allah knows that it had never occurred to us to strike the towers. But after it 

became too much to bear and we witnessed the oppression and tyranny of the 

American/Israeli coalition against our kith and kin in Palestine and Lebanon, the idea 

came to my mind.  

 

The events which had a direct effect on my soul started in 1982, when America permitted 

the Israelis to invade Lebanon and the American Sixth Fleet helped them in that. The 

bombing began, and many were killed and injured while others were terrorized and 

displaced. I still can't forget those moving scenes: blood and severed limbs, women and 

children sprawled everywhere, houses destroyed along with their occupants, and high-

rises demolished over their residents. And the whole world saw and heard but didn't 

respond.  

 

In those critical moments, there seethed within me many concepts which are difficult to 

describe, but in the end, they produced an intense feeling of rejection of oppression and 

gave birth to a strong resolve to punish the oppressors. And as I was looking at those 

demolished towers in Lebanon, it entered my mind that we should punish the oppressor 

in kind and should destroy towers in America so that it taste some of what we tasted and 

so that it be deterred from killing our women and children.  

 

And on that day, it was confirmed to me that oppression and the deliberate killing of 

innocent women and children is an established and accepted American policy.  

reply to those great wrongs. So is a man to be blamed for defending his sanctuary? And is 

defending oneself and punishing the aggressor in kind objectionable terrorism? Even if it 

be so, it is something we cannot do without.  

 

So this concerned the causes of the war. As for its results, they have been – by the 

Grace of God – positive and very big, and have, by all standards, exceeded all 

expectations due to many factors. All that we have to do is send two Mujahideen to the 

farthest point east to raise a piece of cloth on which is written "al-Qaida" in order to get 

the generals to rush there to make America to suffer human, economic and political 

losses without them achieving for it anything worth mentioning other than some benefits 

for their private corporations.  

In addition, we have experience in using guerrilla warfare and wars of attrition to fight 

oppressive superpowers, as we – alongside the Mujahideen – bled Russia for 10 years, 

until it went bankrupt – by the Grace of God – and was forced to withdraw in defeat. So 

to God is due all Praise. And we will continue this policy of bleeding America to the 

point of bankruptcy, God willing, and nothing is too great for God.  

 

Injustice brings down the unjust 

And how unhealthy the hotbed of tyranny 

 

And as the saying goes, "An ounce of prevention is better than a pound of cure."  
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And know that it is better to return to the truth than to press on in error, and that a wise 

man doesn't squander his security, wealth and children for the sake of the liar in the 

White House.  

 

And God is our Guardian and Helper while you have no Guardian or Helper. And peace 

be upon he who follows the Guidance.  

 

Shaykh Ayman al-Zawahiri:  

 

My Muslim brothers, and my beloved Mujahideen: the Islamic movements in general and 

the Jihad movements in particular have been tested in recent decades with great trials and 

tribulations, and have suffered severe casualties. But on the other hand, they have 

inflicted enormous and significant damage on the anti-Islam alliance. America, the leader 

of the anti-Islam Western Crusader alliance, was struck on its own soil, which it had 

thought was an impenetrable sanctuary occupying an entire continent and protected by 

two great oceans, and the strike hit the symbol of its economic might and the center of its 

military command; and then it was defeated in Iraq and withdrew, and is being defeated 

in Afghanistan and withdrawing, and all of this has happened – through God-given 

success – at the hands of the Mujahideen, weak in material terms but strong by virtue of 

their faith and their taking pride in their religion. And so America lost its prestige, as did 

the Crusader coalition behind it, and this is one of the most important gains of the blessed 

raids of September. The results were enormous and significant, and the sacrifices were 

also enormous and significant, and this is how Islam prevails.  

 

Qur'an Recitation by Shaykh Umar Abd al-Rahman:  

 

"Those to whom the people said: 'The people have gathered against you, therefore fear 

them,' but this (only) increased their faith, and they said, 'Allah is sufficient for us and is 

a most excellent Protector'. So they returned with Grace and Bounty from Allah. No harm 

touched them; and they followed the good Pleasure of Allah. And Allah is the Owner of 

Great Bounty." [Aal Imraan (3) 173-17]  

 

Titles:  

He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "Wage Jihad against the polytheists 

with your wealth, selves and tongues." Narrated by Abu Dawood.  
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