
Read-me File 

to accompany “The Mobile Alternative to Banking: Patterns of Financial Transactions in Emerging 
Countries” 

This read-me file and all accompanying documentation were prepared by Ivy Muir.  Richard Ball made 
minor revisions. 

The data management and analysis for this paper were conducted with Stata SE, 64 bit version 12.1.  

The command files were written to run on a Windows or Mac operating system. 

The documentation in this folder is stored in directories that are organized as follows: 

Muir Documentation 

 Data-Appendix.pdf 

 read-me.pdf 

 Original data and metadata 

  original data 

   FII [country name] Wave One Data.xlsx 

(There is one such data file for each of the seven countries represented in the 
data: Bangladesh, India, Kenya, Nigeria, Pakistan, Tanzania and Uganda.) 

note:  These data were collected and distributed by the Financial Inclusion Insights (FII) 
program (finclusion.org) of InterMedia (www.intermedia.org), with funding from the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation.   Interested users can obtain these data free of charge 
from InterMedia by filling out a request form at http://finclusion.org/datacenter/fii-
data-requests/. 

metadata 

   metadata-guide.pdf 

metadata supplements 

 [survey questionnaires by country] 

 Processing and analysis 

  importable data 

   FII [country name] Wave One Data.csv  

(There is one such data file for each of the seven countries represented in the 
data: Bangladesh, India, Kenya, Nigeria, Pakistan, Tanzania and Uganda.) 

  command files 

   master.do 

http://www.intermedia.org/


   appending.do 

   dataCOUNTRYNAME.do 

   descriptive-stats.do 

   analysis.do 

   dataappendix.do 

Notes on the importable data files: 

The importable data files, named FII [country name] Wave One Data.csv, are slightly modified versions 
of the original data files, named FII [country name] Wave One Data.xlsx.  The importable data files were 
created by modifying the original files in the following ways: 

-explanatory notes were taken out of the xlsx country files 

-files were saved as csv format 

 

To reproduce tables, figures, and statistical figures reported in the text of the paper: 

1) Create a folder called “replication” on your computer. 

2) Copy the “processing and analysis” folder included in this documentation into the “replication” folder 
you created on your computer.  (Be sure that When you copy the “processing and analysis” folder onto 
your computer, be sure that all the contents of the folder—including sub-folders and their contents—
are copied, and that the directory structure of the “processing and analysis” folder copied on to your 
computer is the same as the directory structure of the “processing and analysis folder” included in this 
documentation.) 

3) Launch Stata and set the working directory to the “command files” directory (inside the “processing 
and analysis” that you copied on to your computer).   The “command files” directory should remain the 
working directory for all steps in the replication. 

4) Execute master.do.   

This do-file first creates a new folder called “c-data,” which will be located in the top level of your 
“processing and analysis” folder. 

The master.do file then runs the seven do-files (one for each country, with names data [country 
name].do).  The do-file for each country opens the importable data file for the country, does some 
processing of the data, and then saves the data in a .dta-formatted file.  After you run master.do, you 
will have seven such .dta-formatted files in the “c-data” folder, one for each country. 

5)  Execute appending.do. 

This do-file first combines the seven .dta-formatted files in the “c-data” folder, and saves the combined 
data in a file called appended.dta, in the “c-data” folder. 



The appending.do file then combines the data from all the countries other than India, and saves the 
combined data in a file called appended6c.dta, in the “c-data” folder. 

The appending.do file then combines the data from Bangladesh, Pakistan and Nigeria, and saves the 
combined data in a file called appended3c.dta, in the “c-data” folder. 

The command files that generate the descriptive statistics reported in the thesis, the regression results 
and the data appendix use the data in the three files created by the appending.do file. 

6) To generate the results reported in the descriptive statistics of the thesis, execute the descriptive-
stats.do command file. 

7)  To generate the regression results reported in the thesis, execute the analysis.do command file. 

The analysis.do file creates a new folder calles “outregs,” in the top level of the “processing and 
analysis” folder, in which documents that capture the regression results are stored. 

8) To generate the summary statistics and figures reported in the data appendix, execute 
dataappendix.do. 

 

   


