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Alluni: There is a question that is being reiterated by many people in different parts of 
the world about your involvement in the New York and Washington incidents, and the 
United States claims to have convincing proofs. What is your reply to these claims? 
 
Bin Ladin:  Praise be to God, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds, and may the 
peace and blessings of God be upon Muhammad and his family and all companions. 
As to the description of these acts as terrorism, it is false. And, as to the youths, whom 
God had opened their hearts, transferred their battle to the heart of the United States, and 
made them destroy its most prominent economic and military landmarks, they acted with 
God's grace in the way we understand and uphold it and in self-defense. It was in defense 
of our sisters and brothers in Palestine and the liberation of their holy places. If rousing 
these 
acts is terrorism and killing those who kill our sons is terrorism then let history be a 
witness that we are terrorists. 
 
Alluni:  The follower of your statements and pronouncements sees a link between 
your recent oath -- in which you said verbatim, "I swear by God Almighty, who 
raised the heavens without pillars, that the United States will not enjoy security before it 
becomes a reality in Palestine" -- and the terrorist attacks in New York and 
Washington. What is your opinion on this conclusion? 
 
Bin Ladin:   The link is understandable, since we roused these acts. We roused such acts 
for years and issued statements and fatwas [religious rulings] on them. There was 
continuous rousing in many meetings and in the media. If they or you meant that 
there was a link between these acts and the rousing, then it is correct. We rouse, and 
rousing is a duty today. God Almighty entrusted it to the best of mankind, 
Muhammad, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him, when He said: "Then 
fight in God's cause -- though art held responsible only for thyself -- and rouse the 
believers. It may be that God will restrain the fury of the unbelievers; for God is the 
strongest in might and in punishment." The fury of the unbelievers is restrained 
through fighting and liberation. The link is correct. We roused the believers to fight the 
Americans and the Jews. This is correct. 
 
Alluni:   Shaykh Usama Bin Ladin, Al-Qa'ida Organization is now facing a country that 
dominates the world militarily, politically, and technologically. Under what logic can Al- 
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Qa'ida, which does not have the material capabilities possessed by the United States, 
defeat that country militarily? 
 
Bin Ladin:   Praise be to God, I say that the battle is not between Al-Qa'ida and the world 
Crusade. The battle is  between  Islam  and Muslims on the one hand  and the  
world Crusade on the other. With God's grace, this organization fought on the side 
of our brother Afghan mujahidin, and people used to say the same things, and even 
more. They said how could you defeat the Soviet Union? The Soviet Union then was a 
great power that frightened the whole world. Even NATO used to tremble with fear from 
the Soviet Union. Where now is that power, which was said to be impossible for our 
brother mujahidin? With God's grace, the Soviet Union has vanished into oblivion. It no 
longer exists. It split up into several small states, with only Russia left. It was God 
Almighty that gave us the support and the help to defeat the Soviet Union. And, God 
Almighty will give us the support once again to defeat the Americans on the same land 
and with the same people. That was God's grace. We believe that the defeat of the United 
States is possible, God willing. In fact, it would be easier, God willing, than the earlier 
defeat of the Soviet Union. 
 
Alluni:  How do you explain that; why is would it be easier? 
 
Bin Ladin:   We found that out from our brothers who fought the Americans in Somalia. 
They did not see it as a power worthy of any mention. It was the big propaganda that the 
United State used to terrify people before fighting them. Our brothers, who were here 
in 
Afghanistan, also tried the Americans. God gave them and the mujahidin success in 
Somalia and the United States pull out, trailing disappointment, defeat, and failure 
behind it. It achieved nothing. It left quicker than people had imagined. It forgot all 
the big uproar it created in the media about the New World Order and its being the 
master of that order, which could do what it liked. Praised be God, it swallowed up all 
those trivialities, gathered its army, and withdrew in abject defeat. 
 
We fought the Russians from 1979 to 1989. And, with God's grace, we continued 
fighting the Afghan communists. Today, we are at the end of the second week. What a 
big difference there is between the two battles and two groups. We pray to God to give 
us support to break America's back, for He is Omnipotent. 
 
Alluni:  Regarding the land, you said, "we will defeat it on the same land." Don't 
you think that Al-Qa'ida's existence on Afghan soil costs the Afghan people a heavy 
price? 
 
Bin Ladin:  This is a narrow view and not a full view. It is a view from one angle. When 
we came to Afghanistan to support the Afghan mujahidin against the Russians, who 
entered in the year 1399 Hegira corresponding to 1979 A.D., the Saudi 
Government asked us officially not to proceed to Afghanistan. It said our entry into 
Afghanistan would implicate the Saudi regime. The message that came was an order to 
me not to go to Afghanistan, but to stay with the refugees in  Peshawar.  It said that 



	   3	  

if the Russians arrested me that would be proof of support for the mujahidin against the 
Soviet Union. 
 
At that time the whole world trembled from the Soviet Union. But, I ignored the ban. It 
was wrong from their viewpoint. When we came to Afghanistan for the first time we 
suffered a great deal for the sake of saving Muslim lives, protecting children, preventing 
harm to Muslims, and supporting religion. That was the duty of all Muslims and not just 
the Afghans. 
 
Therefore, if my brethren or I have carried out the duty of jihad in support of our 
brethren in Palestine, this does not mean that I alone must assume this duty. It is a duty, 
which everyone and the entire nation must assume for the sake of God. Today, jihad is 
a duty for ourselves, Afghans, and others. True, they already assume this duty, but it is a 
shari'a duty, which they and others must assume for the sake of God. 
 
They attack the Afghans because of us, although this is not a personal issue. The United 
States did not seize my funds or hurt me in any way. They are enraged because we have 
roused people against the Jews and the Americans in defense of the Islamic nation. 
 
It is also understood that the United States was against the establishment of an Islamic 
state in Afghanistan. The Emir of the Faithful said that on more than one 
occasion. Taliban leaders also made similar statements. So they were targeted for their 
religion and due to the existence of Usama Bin Ladin. The Emir himself said that the 
British came and attacked Afghanistan before the existence of Usama Bin Ladin. The 
Russians also came before we came. And now the Americans have come, and we pray to 
God that He would defeat them the way he defeated their allies before them. 
Alluni: Let us go back to the attacks in New York and Washington. What is your 
assessment of what happened, and what is its effect on the United States and the Islamic 
World? The question is in two parts, please? 
 
Bin  Ladin:I  say that what happened in New York and Washington on Tuesday, 
11 
September, was a great event by all standards and its repercussions continue to this 
moment. The collapse of the twin towers has taken place a while ago, but the 
repercussions continue. Let us speak about the economic effects that are still continuing. 
According to their own admission, the loss in Wall Street was 16 percent. They also 
said it was an all-time figure since the market opened more than 230 years ago. The big 
collapse in the dealings in this market amounted to $4 trillion. If we multiply the $4 
trillion by 16 percent, we will find that the loss sustained by their shares amounted to 
$640 trillion. This figure is equivalent to Sudan's budget for 640 years. 
 
This was their loss as a result of the strike that took place in just one hour, with God's 
assistance. The daily US income is $20 billion. There was no business during the 
first week due to the psychological shock. And, no one has gone to work to this day due 
to the big shock. If you multiply $20 billion by seven days, the answer is $140 billion. 
But, it is actually more than that. You have to add it to the $640 billion. So what is the 
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result? It is more than $800 billion. The loss of buildings is more than $30 billion. The 
number of employees dismissed by aviation companies to this day, or until two days 
ago, was over 
170,000. US researches and studies say that more than 70 percent of the American 
people suffer to this day from depression and mental disturbances after the attacks on the 
twin towers and the Defense Department, The Pentagon. One famous international hotel 
chain, Intercontinental, dismissed 20,000 employees. No one can actually determine the 
total losses due to their vastness, numerousness, and ramifications. God be praised, they 
are on the increase. What is obvious is that the loss is at least $1 trillion, God be praised. 
With these blessed and successful strikes, we pray to God to accept the brothers as 
martyrs and to make paradise their abode. 
 
But, I also say that there are other repercussions, which are more serious than the 
collapse of the twin towers. It is the collapse of the western civilization headed by the 
United States. The incidents destroyed its values. They also destroyed those huge moral 
towers that spoke of freedom, human rights, and humanity. They vanished into thin air. 
This was clear when the US Government intervened and banned the news media from 
carrying our statements, which were just for a few minutes. It was because they felt 
that the truth would become clear to the Americans, that we were not terrorists in 
the sense they wanted, but were aggrieved parties in Palestine, Iraq, Lebanon, Sudan, 
Somalia, Kashmir, the Philippines, and other places. This was a reaction by the youths of 
the nation against the attacks by the British Government (possibly a slip of the tongue, 
as he might have meant the US Government). 
 
Thus they made those statements and gave those orders and forgot the opinion and the 
other opinion and such things. Therefore, I say that US liberties and human rights have 
gone to the guillotine and might vanish forever, unless they realize that very soon. The 
government  will  push  the  Americans  and  the  West  in  general  into  an  
unbearable 
strangulating life, in fact hell. The reason is that the governments leaders there and 
in close contact with and under the influence of the Zionist lobby. They are serving the 
interests of "Israel," which kills our sons and children without any right, so that they 
would remain in power. 
 
Alluni: Regarding the effect of these operations on the Islamic World, there have 
been conflicting statements. On the one hand, there has been an overwhelming joy in the 
Islamic World, and on the other you have heard official and private statements 
saying that these are unacceptable terrorist attacks against civilians and that they 
conflict with the teachings of the Islamic religion and so on. What is your assessment of 
what has happened on the basis of your follow up of what is taking place in the 
Islamic World through the network, which you own and run in different parts of the 
world? 
 
Bin Ladin:  I say that events have greatly proven the terrorism, which the United States 
is practicing against the world. Bush has said that the world must make a choice 
between one of two parties; there is the party that supports him, and that any state that 
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does not join the Bush government and the world Crusade will necessarily be considered 
with the terrorists. Can there be a clearer terrorism than this one? Thus, many states that 
do not control their affairs had to go along with this powerful world terrorism. They were 
compelled first to appease him and say, we are with you. But, when they knew full well 
that we were defending our brothers and holy places the statements by the leaders, 
whether in the West or in the East, said that it was essential to resolve the problem by 
eliminating the basic causes of terrorism. What are these causes? They said it is the 
Palestine question. So we are a people with a just cause. But, fearing the United States, 
they could not say that we were the defenders of a just cause, but said we were terrorists. 
So go ahead and resolve the Palestine question. 
 
Due to these strikes and their repercussions, Bush and Blair moved and said that it was 
time an independent Palestinian state was established. Good grace! It was not possible to 
resolve the issue for the past 20 years except when this strike took place. These people 
only understand the language of force and fighting. Just as they fight us, we must also 
fight them until we achieve a balance of terror. This is the first time in this modern age in 
which the two sides -- the Muslims and the Americans -- come closer to a balance of 
terror. US politicians used to do what they liked with us. The victim was banned from 
crying or paining. Muslims were crushed. And, Clinton came out after the 1996 Qana 
massacre to say "Israel" had a right to defend itself. They did not even rebuke the Israelis. 
 
And while the new president Bush and Secretary of State Colin Powell were still in the 
first months of their administration, they said that they would allow the transfer of the 
American Embassy to Jerusalem to become the eternal capital of "Israel." The Congress 
and the House of Representative applauded them. What sheer hypocrisy and plain 
injustice! They will not understand until the blows fall on their heads. Thus, with God's 
grace, the battle was transferred to US territory. We will continue with it, God willing, 
until victory or martyrdom. 
Alluni:  I see that your answers always lead to the talk about Palestine and the 
Palestine question. Let us pose this question: Your recent statements, or to be more 
precise a statement that you made several years ago, called for fighting the Jews and 
Crusaders. We recall that the statement carried a title, which included a quotation from a 
prophet's tradition. It said: "Expel the infidels from the Arabian Peninsula." You 
emphasis then was on evicting the Americans from the Arabian Peninsula. Recently, 
however, we have observed a change in your priorities. You have placed the Palestine 
question, or what you term "Al-Aqsa issue," as first priority and the issue of the two holy 
mosques as second priority, if I may so. What is your comment on that? 
 
Bin Ladin:    I say that no doubt the jihad to liberate Al-Aqsa and save the 
oppressed people in Palestine, Lebanon, Iraq, and all Muslim countries is a religious 
duty. No doubt also, the liberation of the Arabian Peninsula from the infidels is a 
religious duty. But the talk that I have given priority to the Palestine question is not 
correct. This humble subject delivered lectures in the year 1407 Hegira urging Muslims 
to boycott US goods. I used to say then that the Americans were taking our money and 
given it to the Jews to kill our brothers in Palestine. This is a religious duty and that is a 
religious duty. There are many such religious duties, including the jihad in Kashmir and 
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other places. The front, which we established a few years ago, was called the Islamic 
Front against Jews and Crusaders. Both issues are important. But, sometimes, 
developments in one issue prompt us to take more action in its direction without ignoring 
the other direction. 
 
Alluni:  What were the developments that made you push in the direction of the Palestine 
question? 
 
Bin Ladin:The  outbreak of the recent blessed intifadah -- the Rajab [September 
2000] intifadah -- prompted us to push in this direction. This was the main reason that 
made us push in this direction, rather than the other direction. But, our endeavor shifts 
from one duty to another. Moving from one duty to another is not a taboo in religion. 
The duties serve one another. The strike against the Americans on the Palestine question 
serves the strike against them on the issue of the two holy mosques and vice versa. The 
Americans in Tabuk and the eastern region of Saudi Arabia consider themselves a 
second defense line for the Jews. So there is no conflict between the two issues. 
 
Alluni: Let us now consider the case of the Jews and Crusaders, as you said. You issued 
a fatwa calling for jihad against the Jews and Crusaders. Meanwhile, other ulema issued 
different fatwas. Some have supported you, but other have criticized or opposed your 
fatwa. Some of them asked: Under what religious basis must we kill a Jew, a Crusader, 
or a Christian simply because of his religion? There was also no coordination between 
your fatwa and those by the other ulema? 
 
Bin Ladin:  Praise be God, I say that many fatwas have been issued on these matters. 
Muslim ulema in Pakistan issued many fatwas, especially the one by Mufti Nizamuddin. 
Many fatwas were also in the Arab countries, especially in the land of the two holy 
mosques. Foremost, was the one by Hamud Bin-Abdallah Bin-Uqlah al-Shu'aybi, 
may God prolong his age. He is one of the prominent scholars in the land of the two 
holy mosques.  He  supports  fighting  Americans  and  Israelis  in  Palestine  and  
permits  the spilling of their blood and the seizure of their property. A fatwa was 
also issued by Shaykh Sulayman al-Alwan. Moreover, a scholar published a book on the 
reality of the new Crusade wars. He refuted the claims made by those who say that jihad 
is wrong, and those who say that it is a religious duty. But, he also noted certain evils. 
Yes, I read them all and he was successful in that, may God bless him. 
 
Alluni:  And what about killing innocent civilians? 
 
Bin Ladin:   Killing innocent civilians, as the United States and some intellectuals claim, 
is strange talk. What I mean to say is that who says that our sons and civilians are not 
innocent and that it is right to spill their blood? When we kill their civilians the whole 
world from East to West cries out, and the United States instigates its allies and small 
agents. Who says that our blood is not bad and theirs is good? Who issued such a fatwa? 
Who has been killing in our countries for scores of years? More than one million 
children died in Iraq and many more are still dying? Why didn't we hear anyone 
denouncing these acts or supporting or even condoling? A tradition by the prophet says: 
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"A woman was put in hell for tying up a cat, without feeding it or letting it feed itself." 
This was just a cat. How about the millions of Muslims who are being killed? Where 
are the intellectuals, writers, and ulema? Where are the free men? Where are the 
ones with faith in their hearts? How can these people take action when American 
civilians are killed, while we are being killed daily, and our children are killed in 
Palestine every day? 
 
There is a big fault here. There must be a clear and strong stand, as well as recalculation. 
But, it is in the nature of people to support the powerful without knowing what it is. They 
talk against us, because they know that we will not respond to them. And when they 
stand alongside the governments and Americans, they feel something without knowing 
that it is. Arab history tells us that an Arab king once killed a man. People then were 
used to kings killing people. The brother of the victim lurked for the king and killed him. 
When this man committed this act to avenge for his brother people said, do you kill a 
king for the sake of your brother? He said, why should the king be different? This is a 
soul and that is a soul, and souls are equal. So the blood of Muslims is equal. In that 
age, blood was equal. The man said my brother is my king. The man you see is my 
king. We also say that all our sons in Palestine are our kings. We will kill the kings of 
infidelity, the kings of the Crusaders, and the infidel civilians for killing our sons. This is 
permissible legally and logically. 
 
Alluni:So you say that it is on the basis of reciprocity; they kill our innocent civilians and 
we kill their innocent civilians? 
 
Bin Ladin:We  kill their innocent civilians and it is permissible legally and logically, 
because some of those who spoke on the subject argued on a legal basis. 
Alluni:  What is their proof? 
Bin Ladin:  They said it is impermissible and cited the proof that the prophet, may the 
peace and blessings of God be upon him, banned the killing of children and women. This 
is correct. 
 
Alluni:  This is exactly what we are wondering about? 
 
Bin Ladin:But,  the ban on killing innocent children is not absolute. There are provisions 
that restrict it. God says: "And if ye do catch them out, catch them out no worse than they 
catch you out." Religious scholars, including Ibn-al-Qayyim, Al-Shawkani, and Al- 
Qurtubi say in their interpretations and many also say that if infidels purposely kill our 
women and children, then there is no reason why we should not treat them equally so 
as to stop them from killing our children and women again. Now, this is from the legal 
aspect. As for those who talk without religious knowledge, they say that it is 
impermissible to kill a child. The youths, whom God opened the way for them did not 
intend to kill children. They simply attacked the biggest military center in the world -- 
The Pentagon that has more than 64,000 employees. It is a military place and the 
center of military power and expertise. 
 
Alluni: What about the World Trade Center towers? 
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Bin Ladin:Those  who were killed in the World Trade Center towers were an economic 
power, not a school for children or a house. Those who were in the center backed the 
biggest economic power in that world that sows corruption on earth. 
 
These people must pause and recalculate. They must recalculate. We are treating 
them the way they treat us. Those who kill our women and innocent civilians we will kill 
their women and innocent civilians until they stop that. 
 
Alluni:  News media and intelligence services say that you are running a wide 
network that is spread out in 54 countries. Reports also say that Al-Qa'ida's financial 
assets are enormous and that you are using them in the operations that are carried out. 
Moreover, they say that you back Islamic movements, or movements that are called 
terrorist in several other places. The question posed to you is: How attached is Al-
Qa'ida to the person of Usama Bin Ladin? 
 
Bin Ladin:Praise  be to God, I say in response to your question and repeat what I said 
before that the matter does not concern this humble subject or Al-Qa'ida. We are the sons 
of an Islamic nation, whose leader is Muhammad, may the peace and blessings of God 
be upon him. Our God is one and He is the Almighty Allah. Our prophet is one, 
who is Muhammad, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him. Our qibla is also 
one. We are one nation, with one book. This Holy Book and the prophet's traditions 
oblige us under the shari'a to become brothers in faith. All the faithful are brothers -- 
the faithful are brethren. 
 
The question is not as portrayed in the West that there is an organization known by such 
and such a name. This name is very old. It emerged without our intention. Brother 
Abu- Ubaydah al-Banshiri, may his soul rest in peace, set up a military training 
camp for youths  to  fight  the  tyrannical,  oppressive,  and  atheist  Soviet  Union,  
which  really terrorized peaceful civilians. We used to call that training camp the base. 
The name then stuck. As to ourselves, we are not separate from the nation. We are the 
sons of the nation and an indivisible part of it. These massive demonstrations from the 
Philippines in the Far East to Malaysia, Indonesia, India, Pakistan, and Mauritania only 
express the conscience of the nation. These youths that sacrificed their lives in New York 
and Washington -- and we pray to God to accept them as martyrs -- were the 
spokesmen of the true conscience of the nation. They were its pulsating conscience, 
which believed that there must be revenge against injustice, the tyrant, the criminal, 
and the terrorist who truly  terrifies  innocent  people.  Not  every  kind  of  terrorism  is  
censured.  There  is malignant terrorism and benevolent terrorism. The criminal thief is 
frightened of the police. Do you tell the policeman you are a terrorist because you 
frighten the thief? No, police terrorism of criminals is benevolent terrorism. The 
criminal's terrorism of innocent civilians is malignant terrorism. The United States and 
"Israel" practice malignant terrorism, and we practice benevolent terrorism, which deters 
those who kill our children in Palestine and other places. 
 
Alluni:   What is the Al-Qa'ida strategy in the Arab states? It was observed that 
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some Arab states criticized what took place in New York and Washington and supported 
US charges that you were behind what happened in New York and Washington. 
Some of these states went even beyond that in their criticism, such as the recent 
comment by the Saudi interior minister in which he warned people against following 
your course and statements. Do you have any special strategy for the Arab states and 
what is your reply to the recent statement by the Saudi interior minister? 
 
Bin Ladin:  I affirm that we are part of this nation and our aim is to support our nation 
and remove the injustice, humiliation, and submissiveness. Our aim is also to remove the 
rules that the United States has imposed on its agents in the region. We want this nation 
to be ruled according to the book of God, who created it. I heard part of the statement 
made by the interior minister. He accused me directly. He said we consider Muslims 
infidels, God forbid! We believe that Muslims are Muslims. We do not consider any one 
of them infidel, unless he violated any of the known Islamic rules intentionally. But, we 
say that in general our interest is to unite the nation under the book of God and the 
traditions of his prophet, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him. We want the 
revival of this nation under the Islamic caliphate, as predicted by the prophet in his 
traditions. He said that the caliphate would return. The nation must unify its 
efforts against this Crusade. It is the most savage and violent Crusade against the Islamic 
World since the dawn of Islamic history. Many Crusades have occurred in the past. But, 
this one is unprecedented. Bush himself spoke about this "Crusade." The strange thing is 
that we are misquoted and people believe that. They believe the Saudi interior minister 
when he says we consider Muslims infidels, God forbid! But, they find excuses for 
Bush when they he did not mean to say a Crusade war. He said that it was a Crusade 
war. Bush was also considered right when he said: "You are either with us or with 
terrorism." In other words, you are either with the Crusade or Islam. 
Today, Bush is the leader and bearer of the big cross. I swear to God that anyone who 
follows Bush in his plan is a renegade from the creed of Muhammad, may the peace and 
blessings of God be upon him. This is one of the clearest rules in God's book and 
the traditions of the prophet, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him. The 
ulema have issued fatwas on this subject. And the proof is in the words of God when 
addressing the faithful: "O ye who believe take not the Jews and the Christians for your 
friends and protectors; they are but friends and protectors to each other. And he 
amongst you that turns to them (for friendship) is of them. Verily, God guideth not a 
people unjust." Religious scholars say that who befriends infidels blasphemes. One 
manifestation of this friendship is making statements of support. Those who follow Bush 
in his campaign against Muslims blaspheme. God also says: "Those in whose hearts is a 
disease -- thou seest how eagerly they run about amongst them saying: We do fear lest a 
change of fortune bring us disaster. Ah perhaps God will give thee victory or a decision 
according to His will. Then will they repent of the thoughts which they secretly harbored 
in their hearts." God also says: "And those who believe will say: Are these the men who 
swore their strongest oaths by God that they were with you? All that they do will be in 
vain and they will fall into nothing but ruin." 
 
Ibn-al-Kathir, may his soul rest in peace, says in his interpretation of the Koran that 
many of the prophet's companions did not know that Abdallah Bin-Abi Bin-Salul was a 
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hypocrite infidel. When a conflict occurred between the Muslims and the Jews, the 
prophet, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him, wanted to punish the Jews. 
This hypocrite suddenly sided with the Jews against the prophet. Thus, the verse "those 
who befriend infidels blaspheme" was revealed. Then came the next verse, which 
emphasized the same point: "Ye who believe, if any from among you turn back from his 
faith, soon will God produce a people whom He will love and they will love Him; lowly 
with the believers, Mighty against the rejecters, fighting in the way of God and 
never afraid of the reproaches. Of such as find fault. That is the grace of God, which He 
will bestow on whom He pleaseth, and God encompasseth all, and He knoweth all 
things." I tell Muslims to be very careful of befriending Jews and Christians, and to the 
one, whose tongue has slipped with a word, to fear God and repent for what he did. 
 
Alluni: Even for one word? 
 
Bin Ladin:  Even for one word, and whoever befriends them with one word falls in 
apostasy, extreme apostasy. Power is from God. 
 
Alluni:  But, this is a very big section of the nation? 
 
Bin Ladin: It is not a big section. This is the ruling of God Almighty. It is clear in His 
Holy Book. In fact, it is one of the clearest rules. 
 
Alluni: How about the Arab and Islamic governments? 
 
Bin Ladin: Whoever does not hurt us when say this or that knows the truth and he will 
know its people. This is God's book. It is one of our constants. Even if the whole 
world 
tried to change anything in it, it will not change our convictions. It is either right or false, 
Islam or infidelity. 
 
Alluni: Is it possible to find excuses for some helpless states? Let us take Qatar for 
example. It is a small state, whose foreign minister said once: I am surrounded by a great 
power that could wipe me out of the map easily. Therefore, I am compelled to strike an 
alliance with the Americans and others." Is it possible to find an excuse for the State of 
Qatar, Kuwait, or Bahrain, for example? 
 
Bin Ladin:  In these Islamic matters, where the faithful are killed, the talk about coercion 
by these people is not acceptable under the shari'a. If the Amir of Qatar ordered a man to 
kill your son and then we asked the soldier why he killed your brother and he said: "I was 
forced to do it. You, Taysir, know how dear you are to me, but I was forced to do 
it." This how people's blood is wasted under such excuses. This coercion is not 
acceptable. The soul of this soldier is not better than that of your son. He has no right to 
appoint an oppressor to kill your son. This is not acceptable under the shari'a. 
 
Alluni:What is your comment on what Samuel Huntington and others say about the 
inevitability of the clash of civilizations? Your repetition of the words Crusade and 
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Crusades indicates that you support the inevitability of the clash of civilizations? 
 
Bin Ladin :I say there is no doubt about that. It is clearly established in the book and the 
sunna. No faithful Muslim can deny these facts. Whether it is said or not, what counts to 
us is what exists in the book and the sunna of our prophet, may the peace and blessings 
of God be upon him. But, the Jews and the United States have come out with a fib to 
make simple Muslims believe it. Unfortunately, the rulers of the region and many others 
believed the call for peace and world peace. This is a baseless fib. 
 
Alluni:  Peace? 
 
Bin Ladin: The peace they claim is intended to lull Muslims before butchering them. For 
the butchering continues. If we defend ourselves, they say we are terrorists and the 
butchering continues. Our prophet, may the peace and blessings of God be upon 
him, said: "Doomsday shall not come until Muslims fight Jews. A Jew would be hiding 
behind a tree or a stone. The tree or the stone would say, O Muslim, O subject of God, 
there is a Jew behind me come and kill him. The only exception is [Gharqad] tree is 
a tree that belongs to Jews. Whoever claims that there is lasting peace with the Jews is a 
disbeliever of what the prophet, may the peace and blessings of God upon him, said. 
Our conflict with the enemies of Islam will continue until Doomsday. The so-called 
Peace Prize is a fib awarded to the biggest murderers. Here is Begin, the man behind the 
Dayr Yasin massacre on 10 April 1948 awarded the Peace Prize. Here is traitor Anwar 
al-Sadat, who sold the land, the country, the cause, and the blood of the martyrs 
awarded the Peace Prize. We are at the time mentioned by our prophet, may the peace 
and blessings of God be upon him, in his traditions. He said: "There will come a time 
when people will witness years of deception, when people would believe the liar rather 
than the truthful and trust the traitorous rather than the honest, and the al-Ruwaybidah 
would spread." Asked what 
is Al-Ruwaybidah, the prophet said: The trivial man who speaks on public affairs. This, 
unfortunately, is the state of affairs of the Islamic World under its big leaders and known 
leadership. It is deception. They deceive and lie to people. But, God willing, God's relief 
and promised victory are near. 
 
Alluni:   So we can conclude from what Shaykh Usama Bin Ladin said that he assesses 
that the current crisis in Afghanistan and the war now waged by the United States and its 
allies are taking place within the circle of the conflict between what you call the Crusade 
and Islam. But, how do you see the way out of the current crisis? 
 
Bin Ladin:  As I said, we are in a strong and decisive battle with the Jews headed 
by "Israel" and the Zionists and Crusaders who help it. We will not hesitate to kill 
the Israelis who occupied the site [Jerusalem] of the ascension of our prophet, may the 
peace and blessings of God be upon him, and who are killing our children, women, and 
brethren day and night. Whoever stands in their trench must only blame himself. As to 
how we can get out of the crisis, this is in the hands of the others. As for us, we are the 
aggrieved party. Our first duty is to end the aggression. Whoever aggresses upon us must 
lift his aggression. The prophet, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him, has 
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heralded that we would fight the Jews on this land, this blessed land, near the site of the 
ascension. 
 
The United States has involved itself and its people several times for more than 53 
years. It is the one that recognized Israel. It is also the one that supported it. Moreover, it 
is the one that set up an air bridge in the year 1393 Hegira, corresponding to 1973 A.D., 
under Nixon from the United States to Tel Aviv with weapons, equipment, and men, 
thereby changing the course of the battle. How can we not fight it? Every Muslim must 
fight it. 
 
If it wants salvation, we said it in simple words, but these words frightened the United 
States. They ridiculously claimed my messages were coded messages for the terrorists. It 
is as if we are living in the age of pigeon carriers and that there are no telephones, 
travelers, Internet, ordinary mail, express mail, or e-mail. The whole thing is ridiculous. 
They insult people's intelligence. The words were our oath that the United States will not 
dream  of  security  until  it  becomes  a  reality  in  Palestine.  This  exposed  the  
US Government and showed it an Israeli puppet, placing the interests of "Israel" before 
the interests of its own people. The question is simple. The United States will not come 
out of this crisis unless it comes out of the Arabian Peninsula, stops supporting "Israel" 
and interfering in the affairs of the Islamic World. If we gave this equation to any child in 
any American school, he would have solved it in seconds. But, being agents, Bush 
and his followers will not be able to solve it until the swords fall on their heads, God 
willing. 
 
Alluni:  Shaykh Usama do you have any message to address to your viewers? 
 
Bin Ladin:  Regarding this crisis, this conflict, and this fighting between Islam and the 
Crusade, I assure you that God willing we will continue this jihad and rouse the nation 
until we meet God. As we were promised, the war with the Jews will continue, as it is 
now. Any country that joins the Jewish trench should only blame itself. If Shaykh 
Salman Abu-Ghayth had only mentioned the United States and Britain in his previous 
statements, this is not to say that the matter is confined to these countries only. It was 
just to give the other countries a chance to revise their calculations. What has Japan got 
to do with our affairs? Who has involved Japan in this difficult, strong, and fierce war 
against our sons in Palestine? Japan will not endure if it involved itself in a war with us. 
Therefore, it should reconsider its position. What has Australia, which is in the far 
south, got to do with the oppressed people in Afghanistan and Palestine? What has 
Germany got to do with this war other than the subject of infidelity and the Crusade? It 
is a repetition of the old Crusades led by Richard the Lion Heart, Barbaroza of Germany, 
and Louis of France. The same thing is happening today. The moment Bush raised the 
cross, all the Crusade countries rush to him. 
 
What have the Arab states also got to do with this Crusade War and the intervention day 
and night? The states have chosen to be ruled by the cross. But, whoever supports Bush 
with  one  word,  let  alone  facilities  or  so-called  facilities  would  be  committing  high 
treason. They are twisting things. There aren't any military facilities, they say, yet they 
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cooperate with them to kill our sons. 
 
How can we believe that this regime is collecting donations for the innocent here in 
Afghanistan, when it is the main cause for the presence of the Americans and their allies 
in the land of the two holy mosques? How can we believe it when it is the main cause 
for killing more than one million children? Don't these people and rulers have hearts and 
faith? How can they have faith when these infidels and debauchers against the sons of 
Islam? They help them against our sons in Iraq and Palestine. I say, tit for tat. Those who 
talk about innocent civilians in the United States have not tasted the bitterness of losing 
sons. They also did not see the remains of children in Palestine and elsewhere. 
Under what right to they deprive our kinfolk in Palestine of security, thereby letting 
them be hunted by helicopters in their homes and among their women and children? The 
bodies of dead and wounded are hauled up every day, yet the stupid ones bemoan the 
dead in America and not the dead among our sons? Do they not fear punishment by 
the same method? Our prophet, may the peace and blessings of God be upon, said: 
"Whoever does not invade or begets an invader in his family, God would hit him with a 
disaster before Doomsday." 
 
So let them fear and repent to God and lift this embargo on our innocent children. 
Westerners are free. If Europe chooses to join the war, this is its affair. But, as far we are 
concerned, we will fight whoever stands in the trench of the Jews. The United States and 
its people are free to join the Jewish trench, but they should be ready to receive 
what comes their way. 
 
As for us, we are in worship and jihad. Our prophet, may the peace and blessings of God 
be upon him, said: "Prayer for one hour within the ranks is better than worship for 
60 years. What a great honor it is to be on the side of God Almighty fighting for the sake 
of religion. We pray to God to accept our deeds and your deeds. 
 
Regarding Muslims, I tell them that they should place their trust in God's victory. They 
should also respond to the order of the Almighty God and His prophet, may the peace and 
blessings of God be upon him, by fight world infidelity. The luckiest is the one who 
dies a martyr today. The luckiest is the one who stands under the flag of Muhammad, 
may the peace and blessings of God be upon him, the flag of Islam to fight the world 
Crusade. Everyone should come forward to fight these Jews and Americans. Killing of 
Jews and Americans is one of the biggest duties and closest way to God. Let them 
remember the instructions give by our prophet, may the peace and blessings of God be 
upon him. The prophet, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him, told the 
youth Ibn-Abbad, may God be pleased with him: "O young man, let me teach you these 
words: Hold to God and God will hold to you. Hold to God and you will find Him by 
your side. If you are asked anything, turned to God. If you seek help, turn to God. 
Remember that even if the nation gathered to help you, it will only help you with what 
God has willed for you. And if it gathered to hurt you, it will not hurt you unless God has 
willed it for you. Don't consult anyone on killing the Americans, proceed with God's 
blessing, and remember your rendezvous with God Almighty in the company of the best 
of the prophets, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him. 
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Finally, I address this appeal to my brothers in Pakistan. Unfortunately, the position taken 
by the Pakistani Government has made it a pillar in this ominous alliance, this Crusader 
alliance. Action by our brethren in Pakistan would, God willing, lead to a strong blow to 
this ominous Crusader alliance. Supporting the United States, whether with medical 
or any  other  facilities  means  disbelief  and  departure  from  the  creed.  The  brethren  
in Pakistan must take serious action in support of God's religion and prophet, may the 
peace and blessings of God be upon him. Today, Islam is calling them: Come to Islam, 
come to Islam, come to Islam! I have conveyed the message. O God, be my witness! I 
have conveyed the message. O God, be my witness! I have conveyed the message? O 
God, be my witness! May the peace and blessings of God be upon you. 
 
[Description of Source: Jihad Online News Network WWW-Text in Arabic -- A Salafi 
jihadist website that often carries statements and news from Al-Qa'ida] 
 
Compilation of Usama Bin Ladin Statements 1994-January 2004 
FBIS Report 
January 2004 
https://wikileaks.org/wiki/CIA_FBIS:_Usama_bin_Laden_Statements_1994-2004 


