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MEMORANDUM September 3, 1991 
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To: William c. Doherty, Jr. 

From: Richard L. Hough ~0\'- l / ( ~~ 
\J c"::> rYv 

Subject: Attached Memo by Richard Oulahan 

The subject memo summarizes the major 
our meeting with ATI staff this past Thursday. 
additional comments. 
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points discussed in 
I would add a few 

First, the discussion was very informative and useful. 
Bielenburg in particular was impressive, most helpful in laying out 
a framework, or parameters, of how we might cooperate in this field 
of adaptive technology. 

Second, we now have our RDO in Guatemala John Acree, 
fully briefed on what we are about. I have asked John to identify 
prospective pilot areas andjor agrarian groups for this activity 
beforehand so that when we are ready to move with the Press there 
will be little wasted motion in going to the appropriate sites in 
Guatemala. 

I would add that our knowledge of the Press and related 
matters seems to be increasing. For example, the efficiency of the 
Press in extracting oil from soybeans is quite limited which would 
appear to exclude the Santa Cruz, Bolivia area from testing. 
However, ground nuts and sunflour seeds remain possibilities worthy 
of investigation. Bielenburg contended that sunflour seeds are 
adaptable to different climes and should grow in Central America. 

Also, one of the likely problems we would have with high 
quality sesame is that the seed is too valuable as a cash crop 
export to be processed as oil for local consumption. However, 
there are lesser grades of sesame (apparently some are grown in 
Guatemala) where the comparative advantage may be the other way -
that is, in favor of local consumption as oil. 

cc: Holway 
Estrada 
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MEMORANDUM August 30, 1991 

To: (.J1 J () r·l / Richard L. Hough .~ 

Richard Oulahan r v C ·-Y From: 

Subject: Bielenberg Press 

Richard Hough and I met with the inventor, carl 

Bielenberg, and other members of ATI on August 29. We were 

informed that sesame is trickier to press than sunflower seed and 

that any press for sesame must be more precisely calibrated to 

insure maximum oil production. It is important to regulate 

moisture content and other physical aspects for the press to work 

efficiently. The ATI staff drew our attention to the nutritional 

value of the cake, or the left over residue, in making animal feed 

and perhaps, with some imagination, a type of granola bar for human 

consumption. They also mentioned that a Honduran mechanical 

engineer is being hired and will travel to Africa to see the press 

in action before beginning work in Latin America. A press costs 

approximately $1,000. 

As a result of this discussion; the following steps are 

being taken: 

1) Arrange for AIFLDjGuatemala to send 50 pounds of 

project produced sesame seed to the U.S. for use by Carl Bielenberg 

in calibrating the machine to insure efficient oil extraction and 

that no special modifications are needed. Due to prior 

professional commitments, Bielenberg can not start this work until 

October 15. By this time, there will be enough machines in 

production to insure quick delivery. 

2) Arrange with ATI to send their Honduran mechanical 

engineer, accompanied by AUD or a consultant, to Guatemala soon 

after the press has been delivered in-country. 
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The team will look at the technical aspects of employing the press 

and its economic viability. They will also investigate the 

possibility of other ATI developed, small scale technology in their 

discussions with prospective project users. 

3) Materials on the new press are being sent to 

Guatemala and a series of questions on needed information will be 

developed and sent to Guatemala for investigation in the very near 

future. 

cc: James Holway 
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