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AIFLD's DEDICATION TO LARD REFORM VINDICATED 

The current issue of Tbe Economist from London includes a 

penetrating analysis of the current situation in Latin America entitled "To 

a Different Latin Beat - Generals Make a Mess of Governing Latin American 

Democracies. Politicians are Missing a Chance of Doing Better". 

One of the most significant points in the article is the emphasis 

placed on the long unmet need by Latin American governments to develop 

effective land reform programs that would break with the Latin tradition of 

land extensive agriculture, whether of the hacienda or collective farm 

variety. The article uses as its comparative model the great success in 

the post-world period of the Asian land reform programs which were grounded 

in the incentives of private ownership and land intensive cultivation by 

small farmers. The article persuasively argues that the restructuring of 

land assets in Latin America so as to create a "sturdy class of 

entrepreneurial farmers" would make a major contribution in sustaining the 

fragile and troubled democracies that have emerged in this decade in the 

Hemisphere. The article is quoted selectively below: 
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centuries-old rural agrarian base, and the dramatically successful Asian 
land reform experience premised on privately- owned, family-size commercial 
farms certainly offers opportunities for adaptation to the oft times 
oligarchial agricultural economies of Latin America, of which almost all 
continue to lag in modernization - - as well as in production, productivity 
and equitable income generation. 

The results of the Phase III Land Reform Program in El Salvador 
based on the commercial family farm model makes the case for this type of 
adaptation. This program hampered, and limited in its scope by the war, 
disruption by the political extremes and wearisome slow implementation, has 
nevertheless begun to produce a set of quite remarkable accomplishments 
with respect to increased production, crop diversification, the use of soil 
conservation, higher earnings and upward trends in size of holdings and 
capital formation by the beneficiary small farmers. 

Indeed, AIFLD feels vindicated by these results, given its resolute 
support of Salvadoran Land Reform, and however much its potential has been 
constrained by war and related factors. It is good to see a prestigious 
journal as the Economist lending substance to the type of structural 
socio-economic changes carried out through democratic means which t he free 
trade union movements in Latin American countries and AIFLD have long 
supported. 
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