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Abstract: In Northern Ireland, a region that has experienced longstanding ethno-political conflict, 

terminology has become a veritable minefield (Mitchell 1999). In accordance with the work of Cordula 

Hawes-Bilger (2007), this paper will view such terminological differences as linguistic aspects of the 
Northern Ireland conflict and will support the idea that the language in Northern Ireland has become a 

war zone unto itself by means of the metaphorical conception WORDS ARE WEAPONS (based on the 
work ofLakoff and Johnson (1980)). However, this paper will look specifically at place names as a 

battleground for ethno-political ideology, based on work done in the field of Critical Toponymies (see 
especially Berg and Vuolteenaho (2009)). I will be limiting myself to the terms 'Londonderry,' 'Northern 

Ireland,' and 'the Republic of Ireland' and their variations. These variations include 'Derry,' and 
'Derry/Londonderry'; and 'Ulster,' 'the Six Counties,' 'the North (of Ireland)'; and 'Eire,' 'the South (of 

Ireland),' 'Irish Republic,' 'Free State' and 'the 26 Counties,' respectively. In particular, I plan to look at 

the ways in which the use of geographical terminology pertaining to the Northern Ireland conflict has 

changed over time and across the ethno-political divide to determine if the relative peace throughout the 
last 15 years has resulted in less use of politically charged place names among the main actors in the 

Northern Ireland conflict, namely the Republicans and Unionists within Northern Ireland itself. This work 
should be of interest to those involved in Peace and Conflict Studies, Sociolinguistics, and Critical 

Toponymies. 
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1 Introduction 

In Northern Ireland, a region that has experienced longstanding ethno-political conflict, 

terminology has become a veritable minefield (Mitchell 1999). In day to day interactions, the 

words that one uses can reveal far more about a person than what appears on the surface. Such 

terminological conflict is unsurprising for, as Vuolteenaho and Berg observe, "in cases where 

socio-cultural tensions are paramount, toponymic struggles may surface in a variety of everyday 

forms" including "the spontaneous use of alternative names and pronunciations" and "grouses 

against the renditions of history in official toponymies" (Berg and Vuolteenaho 2009: 11). One 

such 'toponymic struggle' occurs in discussing Northern Ireland's second largest city, known 

colloquially as 'The Maiden City' and 'Stroke City'. In using the city's official name 

'Londonderry' one can easily create a tense atmosphere as what is actually being communicated 

to the audience is generally 'I am a Unionist or Loyalist (and most likely a Protestant) who 

supports and will defend Northern Ireland's place within the UK'. Ifthe audience has a similar 

sociopolitical background, there is very little at issue. However, if part of the audience has an 

opposing view as a Catholic, Nationalist or Republican, the term 'Londonderry' can be seen as 

offensive and even combative. Alternatively, using the term 'Derry', generally favored by 

Catholics, Nationalists and Republicans can result in the same tensions. 

In order to understand the pervasiveness of the terminological dispute between calling the 

second largest city in Northern Ireland 'Londonderry' or 'Derry', one need not look far. For 

example, in looking at the signs around the city limits a distinct pattern emerges: in 

predominantly Nationalist and Republican areas, signs that previously read 'Londonderry' have 

been painted over to obscure the prefix 'London-' so as to leave 'derry' as the official name on 

the sign. Similarly, in certain books throughout the Queen's University of Belfast library, the 
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term 'Londonderry' has been written over to obscure the prefix 'London-'. More importantly, in 

looking more closely, the word 'London' can be seen scrawled over the term in an attempt to 

'correct' the vandal's revision. While these examples demonstrate the dispute concerning names 

for 'The Maiden City', it is important to realize that this case is indicative of a larger pattern: in 

Northern Ireland, place names are not simply accepted as neutral 'facts' but as 'power-charged 

semiotic dynamos for making meaning about places' (Berg and Vuolteenaho 2009: 7). 

In accordance with the work of Cordula Hawes-Bilger (2007), this paper will view such 

terminological differences as linguistic aspects ofthe Northern Ireland conflict and will support 

the idea that the language in Northern Ireland has become a war zone unto itself. However, this 

paper will add to Hawes-Bilger's analysis by connecting her work to that of Lakoff and Johnson 

(1980) concerning the use of metaphor in everyday life. Ultimately, this paper will argue that 

within Northern Ireland WORDS ARE WEAPONS is a metaphorical conception to live by. 

Moreover, this paper will look specifically at place names as a battleground for ethno

political ideology, pulling strongly from the field of Critical Toponymies (see especially Berg 

and Vuolteenaho (2009)). I plan on limiting myselfto the terms 'Londonderry,' 'Northern 

Ireland,' and 'the Republic of Ireland' and their variations. Due to the time constraints in 

conducting this research, I have decided to focus on the language that has been, and is being 

used, by the political communities in Northern Ireland, primarily in news reports, but also in 

speeches and other publications. I made this decision based on two assumptions: one, that the 

language in these sources would reflect, to a certain extent, the language used by the source's 

general readership and two, that the language used by these sources will influence its audience. 

The rationale behind this decision will be explained further in section 3.1 
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In particular, I plan to look at the ways in which the use of geographical terminology 

pertaining to the Northern Ireland conflict has changed over time across the ethno-political 

divide to determine if the relative peace throughout the last 15 years has resulted in less use of 

politically charged place names among the main actors in the Northern Ireland conflict, namely 

the Republicans and Unionists within Northern Ireland itself. For, if it is, in fact, true that 

language can act as a social mirror, with "language structure and language use at any given time, 

and language change over time, reflect[ing] the social conditions within a society" then the more 

peaceful conditions created by, or reflected in, the signing of the Belfast Agreement should 

appear in language use (Chaika 1989: 2). This work should be of interest to those involved in 

Peace and Conflict Studies, Sociolinguistics, and Critical Toponymies. 

1.1 Background of NI Conflict: 

The conflict in Northern Ireland can be viewed through many lenses- colonial, ethnic, religious 

and political. Historically, the two overarching groups that have been in conflict in Northern 

Ireland have been the colonized, the indigenous Irish Catholics, and the colonizers, the Protestant 

settlers from England and Scotland. Today, these groups generally fall into a Nationalist and 

Unionist political ideology, respectively. While Nationalists aim to form a united Ireland, 

independent from Britain, Unionists fight to remain in their historic union with the United 

Kingdom. 

Northern Ireland's long history of ethnic conflict can be traced back to at least the 12th 

century when the English first began to seize land in Ireland; from that time, constant revolts 

have challenged British rule on the island oflreland (BBC History: The Road to Northern 

Ireland). By the 1500s, the English king, Henry VIII, had both forced Ireland's government to 
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name him King of Ireland and attempted to introduce Protestantism to the indigenous Catholic 

Irish. His children, Mary I and Elizabeth I, later made efforts to increase the power of English 

rule in Ireland by seizing land from the indigenous Irish in central Ireland to give to those settlers 

who were loyal to England, by outlawing Catholic services and by executing Bishops and Priests 

in order to establish Protestantism as the dominant religion (BBC History: The Road to Northern 

Ireland 2-3) 

However, the most significant event contributing to the religious and ethnic dimension of 

the conflict in Northern Ireland was the implementation of the Ulster plantation in 1610: James I 

gave Protestant settlers from England and Scotland land in the Ulster province, quickly creating 

a Protestant majority in the north of Ireland (BBC History: Plantation of Ulster; BBC History: 

The Road to Northern Ireland 7). As a result ofthis Protestant/Unionist majority, in 1920 the 

Government of Ireland Act was passed, partitioning the island into the 26 counties that would 

make up the Free State (later the Republic of Ireland) and the 6 counties within Ulster which 

would remain completely under British rule, known today as Northern Ireland. 

In the subsequent decades after partition, this Protestant majority would uphold the 

discriminatory laws and practices which had been established in the anti-Catholic laws passed in 

the 19th century, which were particularly noticeable in the discrimination against Catholics over 

housing and jobs, leading to widespread resentment. Such discriminatory practices culminated in 

the 30 years known as The Troubles, which saw the establishment of the Catholic Civil Rights 

Movement in 1967 as well as the intense violence perpetrated by paramilitary groups, both 

loyalist (extreme Unionists) and Republican (extreme Nationalists), as well as the British Army 

(Mullholland 2002: 48-66). Ultimately, The Troubles officially came to an end on AprillO, 1998 

after the signing ofthe Belfast, or Good Friday, Agreement (BFA or GF A). 
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2 Methodology 

In order to determine if there has been any significant change in the frequency of use of 

ideologically and politically charged place names in Northern Ireland since the signing of the 

Good Friday Agreement, I first created a corpus spanning the years from 1972-2013 and 

consisting of a total of 16,151 ,357 words. This corpus is comprised of various English-language 

publications from Nationalist/Republican and Unionist/Loyalist perspectives in Northern Ireland 

as well as the Alliance Party of Northern Ireland, an explicitly non-sectarian political 

organization. The pertinent information regarding these publications can be found in the table 

below: 

Political Affiliation/Total 
Word Count 

Republican Sources 
Total words: 10,097,020 

Non-sectarian Sources 
Total words: 2,844,576 

Source 

An Phoblact (2003-2013) 

Various from CAIN (1993-

2013) 

6 

Total Words 

2,090,971 

347,974 



Unionist Sources 
Total words: 3,209, 761 

The Revivalist ( 1972-1986) 

edited by Dr. Ian Paisley 

David Trimble Speech 

Archives (1998-2006) 

1,164,624 

43,205 

One issue to keep in mind is the diversity of this corpus, a concern that Biber notes as 

"particularly important" in corpus design (Biber 1998: 248). He states that "a well-designed 

corpus must ... represent the different registers of the language" (Biber 1998: 248). While there is 

some diversity across registers through the inclusion of periodicals such as The Revivalist, 

speech transcripts and various reports, it is important to keep in mind that the predominant 

register represented within this corpus is news publications. The reason for this is fairly simple: 

the main focus of this study was to observe the language that is used within sectarian, or 

explicitly non-sectarian, news sources specifically. Instead of crafting this corpus to give an 

insight into language in general, this study builds the corpus to give insight into the language of 

sectarian political speeches and publications as well as news sources in particular. 

Another particular concern in creating this corpus was deciding how to analyze its 

contents. An inherent difficulty in this project lay in the problematic nature of investigating 

words and phrases that might have an orthographic, but not semantic, copy. For example, phrases 

like "the north" or "the south," meaning specifically "the north of Ireland" or "the south of 
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Ireland" respectively, can easily be found in larger phrases that have no bearing on this study. If 

the phrase "the north of Pennsylvania" were to arise within the text, there would have to be a 

way to insure that it would not be counted as an instance ofthe keyphrase 'the north' due to the 

identical orthography of the phrases. In this instance, to count the appearance of the phrase "the 

north" would be problematic for the purposes of this study due to the very different semantic 

nature of the phrases. Furthermore, there was the added complication of different ways of 

writing the same term; for example, '6 Counties' as opposed to 'Six Counties'. For this reason, I 

decided to design a computer program to search for the toponyms in question as well as their 

variants. 2 The program was incredibly useful because, as Biber notes, analyses can be "made 

more accurate by writing the program to exclude certain words that ... would have erroneously 

inflated the counts" and I was able to search for a variety of possible spellings all at once (Biber 

1998: 255). 3 The list oftoponyms that this study focused on included the following4: 

Republic of Ireland Derry Northern Ireland 

'Republic of Ireland' 'Derry' 'Northern Ireland' 

'26 Counties' 'Londonderry' '6 Counties' 

'South (of Ireland)' 'Derry /Londonderry' 'North (oflreland)' 

'Free State' 'The Province' 

'Eire' 'Ulster' 

'Irish Republic' 

2 This program was designed and implemented in collaboration with Reed Coke '13. 
3 In the case of 'the North' or 'the South,' the program was written to include instances of these terms only before 
punctuation. 
4 Slight variations of these terms were also included in the keywords search as, in many cases, the terms are 
equivalent but happen to be written out differently. For example, Six Counties may also appear as 6 Counties. 
Therefore, in order to make sure all instances of the term Six Counties were counted, '6 Counties' was also included 
as a search term. Other search words included for this reason were 'Twenty Six Counties' and 'Londonderry/Derry'. 
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The frequency of use of each of these terms was then calculated for the period before the 

signing ofthe Belfast Agreement (1972-2002) and after (2003-2013), in order to determine ifthe 

use of divisive place names had changed with the changing sociopolitical conditions. Obviously, 

the years included within the aforementioned categories do not reflect the true periods before and 

after the signing of the Good Friday Agreement. Instead, in order to account for the fact that the 

signing of the Good Friday Agreement would not, in and of itself, create an immediately 

peaceful atmosphere, I have included publications from the years 1998 to 2002 in the 'pre-Belfast 

Agreement' category. 

Finally, a series of chi-square tests of homogeneity were performed on the final counts 

for each ofthe keywords included within this study using the equation X2 = ~(Oi- Ei I Ei. For 

this study, the significance level chosen was .05 for each ofthe chi square tests that was run, 

meaning that any p-value less than .05 will be interpreted as significant evidence to reject the 

null hypothesis. The first series of tests were used to determine if the literature concerning place 

names in Northern Ireland could be corroborated quantitatively. These tests included the 

following pairings: Republican use ofterms pre-GF A and Unionist use ofterms pre-GF A; 

Republican use of terms post-GF A and Unionist use of terms post-GF A. For these tests, the null 

hypothesis posits that there is no association between the political affiliation of the source and 

the choice of toponym. Then, in order to look at how the use of toponyms has changed over time, 

a series of chi square tests were run comparing Republican use of terms Pre-GF A and 

Republican use ofterms Post-GF A as well as Unionist use ofterms Pre-GF A and Unionist use of 

terms Post-GFA. For these tests, the null hypothesis posits that there is no association between 

the date the source was produced, relative to the Good Friday Agreement, and the choice of 

toponym. Though I will make reference to the chi square tables within the body of this paper, the 
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full contingency tables will not be reproduced within the body of this work. Instead, the 

contingency tables can be found in the Appendix. 

3 Literature Review 

3.1 The News as a Proxy for Common Speech? 

In looking at news reports in particular as a proxy for common speech practices across the ethno

political divide, it is important to understand the relationship between media and its audience. In 

many ways, this relationship is one of reciprocal influence. As Fowler (1991) acknowledges, 

"the style [of news articles] ... encodes an ideology which is already embodied in the language, 

implanted there by existing social and discursive practice" (46). As Fowler elaborates, this 

means that "values which already exist- ideas about sex, about patriotism, about class, 

hierarchy, money, leisure, family life, and so on- are reproduced in this discursive interaction 

between the newspaper text and the reader" (1991: 47). In this sense, the language that is used 

within the media should reflect the ideologies and beliefs ofthe majority of its readership, or at 

least the ideologies and beliefs with which they are familiar, as the newspapers strive to create a 

"[style] with which targeted readers feel comfortable" (Fowler 1991: 48). Put bluntly, a reader 

will not read a newspaper that repeatedly takes a stance with which he or she does not agree; for 

example, a liberal democrat will not read news reports that come from a news source that 

characteristically takes a conservative Republican stance, such as FOX news. Thus, we can 

expect that each news source will provide a fair approximation of the language of its readership. 

More importantly, Fowler notes the ways in which the media subtly shapes the ideologies 

of its readership. In aiming to reflect the perspectives of its readership, a newspaper adopts a 

'normal' style of writing which allows for the "unnoticed expression of familiar thoughts" by 
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creating an "assumption of consensus" (Fowler 1991: 48-49). As Fowler outlines, "consensus 

assumes that, for a given grouping of people, it is a matter of fact that the interests of the whole 

population are undivided, held in common; and that the whole population acknowledges this 

'fact' by subscribing to a certain set ofbeliefs: everyone agrees thatp and q and r" (1991: 49). 

Consequently, the manufactured "assumption of consensus" helps to uphold the status quo and 

condition its readers to adopt certain specific beliefs (Fowler 1991: 49). 

Despite the fact that Fowler generally focuses on 'the Press' as a monolithic entity that 

perpetuates only the beliefs ofthe elite within society, there is no reason that his analysis must 

only apply to publications that serve the elite. In effect, any publication aimed at a specific 

readership has the potential to perpetuate the beliefs of those who have power within its 

respective group. In these cases, it is not the elite in general who are necessarily benefitting from 

the press's ability to influence its readership, but the elites within the groups that the publication 

hopes to reach. For the purposes ofthis paper, that effectively means that the news articles, 

speech transcripts, and press releases associated with a particular party in Northern Ireland, 

Republican/Nationalist, Loyalist/Unionist, or the non-sectarian, should reflect the assumed 

language and perspectives of their intended in-group audiences as well as influence the 

audiences' language and perspectives, just as the monolithic Press that Fowler focuses on within 

his work. 

3.2 Language as a War Zone? Words as Weapons? 

As Conor O'Clery, author of Phrases Make History Here notes, "a unique feature oflrish 

politics ... [is that] phrases make history in Ireland ... Words have often come to be charged with 

as much significance as the events which inspired them" (1987: 7). Moreover, he asserts that 
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"The 'good phrase' has ... inspired, inflamed and bedeviled Irish politics and has become part of 

the intellectual and emotional baggage of every generation of politicians, North and South" 

(O'Clery 1987: 7-8). However, O'Clery is not the only academic to notice the powerful role that 

words seem to play in Ireland. As Hawes-Bilger (2007) observes, language in Northern Ireland is 

often associated with concepts of 'war' and 'violence' ( 9). Language is described as loaded or 

barbed, headlines frequently tell of a war of words taking place when reporting public 

disagreements and phrases discussing the violence of the spoken word, the words of war and 

conflict, and the language of war are not uncommon. 5 More specifically though, words are often 

conceptualized as weapons, not only by those who live in Northern Ireland, but by those who 

have spent time trying to bring about peace within the region, including US Senator George 

Mitchell who stated that "terminology in Northern Ireland is a minefield." (Mitchell1999: 189). 

In fact, the language used to discuss words and terminology in Northern Ireland holds great 

significance in light ofLakoffand Johnson's work on metaphors (1980). 

According to Lakoff and Johnson, our conceptual system, which structures "what we 

perceive, how we get around in the world, and how we relate to other people," is largely 

metaphorical (1980: 3). In order to better understand our own conceptual system, Lakoff and 

Johnson suggest looking at language, especially metaphors, as "communication is based on the 

same conceptual system that we use in thinking and acting" (1980: 3). In looking at the 

metaphors within our languages, specifically those that are classified by Lakoff and Johnson as 

'dead'- those metaphors which are so fundamental to our language that we no longer perceive 

them as metaphors - we can begin to understand the concepts we live by which structure our 

everyday lives. 

5 Examples from (Hawes-Bilger 2007: 9) 
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To better understand this line ofthinking, let's look at an example provided by Lakoff 

and Johnson: ARGUMENT IS WAR. In looking at the language we use in discussing war, we 

find the following examples. 6 

Your claims are indefensible. 

He attacked every weak point in my argument. 

His criticisms were right on target. 

I demolished his argument. 

I've never won an argument with him. 

You disagree? Okay, shoot! 

If you use that strategy, he'll wipe you out. 

He shot down all of my arguments. 

In looking at the examples listed above, the first thing to notice is that the metaphorical language 

being used (the words in italics) does not seem metaphorical at all. The militaristic terms and 

phrases used above to describe having an argument are how we naturally talk about arguments in 

English. Though the metaphors used to talk about arguments have become literal language to us, 

we cannot ignore the fact that these metaphors, while 'dead', are still metaphors for, as Lakoff 

and Johnson remind us, "the essence of metaphor is understanding and experiencing one kind of 

thing in terms of another" (1980: 5). Ultimately, despite the fact that verbal discourse and armed 

conflict, as well as the actions relating to these respective events, are fundamentally different, we 

still understand arguments in terms of war. For this reason, we can say that ARGUMENT IS 

WAR is a metaphorical concept we live by. 

6 Examples taken from (Lakoff and Johnson 1980: 4). 
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In looking at the metaphors used within Northern Ireland, one conceptual metaphor that 

is elucidated is WORDS ARE WEAPONS. Though initially surprising, this connection should 

not be so foreign to most native English speakers; colloquial phrases equating language and 

weaponry can be found in descriptions such as sharp-tongued or phrases such as the pen is 

mightier than the sword. In the phrase 'sharp-tongued' there is an allusion to a weapon such as a 

sword or knife; in the phrase 'the pen is mightier than the sword', the written word is equated to 

a weapon by being deemed greater than a deadly instrument. In each case, though the former 

deals with spoken language and the latter deals with written language, it is language in general 

that is equated with a weapon. In Northern Ireland, this conceptual metaphor can be as 

demonstrated by Lakoff and Johnson's framework in the following examples 7• 

She spat out the words like machine-gun bullets. 

[Ian] Paisley has fired verbal bullets. 

Harmony is unheard amid verbal crossfire. 

It's fair to say that unionists are more versed in verbal combat than nationalists. 

Terminology in Northern Ireland is a minefield 

[w]e need to have a decommissioning of words . 

. . . as mediators we find ourselves constantly having to steer paths through potentially 

explosive verbal mine-fields. 

Though the examples listed above are not universally literal as the first examples were, the 

apparent prevalence of connections between language and notions of 'war' and 'violence', as 

noted by Hawes-Bilger, is striking. More specifically, the prevalence of metaphors talking about 

words in terms of weapons suggests that despite the fundamental differences between units of 

7 Examples taken from (Hawes-Bilger 2007: 9-10) 
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language and instruments of war, words are understood and experienced in terms of weaponry in 

Northern Ireland. For this reason, we can hypothesize that, in Northern Ireland, WORDS ARE 

WEAPONS is a metaphorical concept to live by. 

3.2.1 The significance of WORDS ARE WEAPONS as a metaphorical conception in 

Northern Ireland 

As Lak:off and Johnson argue, metaphorical concepts affect our everyday lives as "the concepts 

that govern our thought" also "govern our everyday functioning, down to the most mundane 

details" and we act in accordance with our conceptual system more or less automatically (1980: 

3). For example, ARGUMENT IS WAR provides a structure for the way that we argue that 

reflects the structure of war: there is an attack, a defense, a counterattack and so on until the 

argument, or the war, is won. Moreover, during the time of the argument, we view the person 

we are arguing with as an opponent to be defeated, regardless of our relationship outside of the 

argument. Friends, relatives, enemies, and strangers - each one becomes our adversary during 

the heat of battle as we argue. In short, "ARGUMENT is partially structured, understood, 

performed, and talked about in terms of WAR. The concept is metaphorically structured, the 

activity is metaphorically structured, and, consequently, the language is metaphorically 

structured" (Lak:off and Johnson 1980: 5). 

In Northern Ireland then, the metaphorical concept WORDS ARE WEAPONS would 

have a great deal of impact on the structure of discourse and language, and, due to the prevalence 

of both in modem societies, everyday life. Ultimately, if words are experienced and understood 

in terms of weapons, one's choice of words becomes exceedingly important as using the wrong 

word could be seen as a form of attack. 
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3.3 The Lexical Arsenal 

In this paper, I will look specifically at the geographical terms that have historically been 

contentious due to the ethno-political conflict in Northern Ireland: these include terms used for 

the Republic of Ireland, the city of Londonderry (within Northern Ireland) and the region of 

Northern Ireland itself. Not only are these terms highly scrutinized due to the metaphorical 

conception of WORDS ARE WEAPONS in Northern Ireland, but also due to their inherent, 

politically charged nature as place names. Though toponyms are frequently viewed as 

'ideologically', and politically, 'innocent', they inevitably reflect and reinforce power relations 

within communities (Berg and Vuolteenaho 2009: 7). For this reason, "the relationship between 

language, topography and allegiance" can be seen as one that is both "intricate and highly 

charged" (Butler 1995: 1 05). 

For example, imagine a community has lived in a particular town for as long as any 

member of the community can remember and for as far as their history, oral or written, dates 

back. They have a specific name for their town that references it in particular and is used, and 

agreed upon, by all members of their community. One day, the town is invaded by another group 

of people from a different community. In conquering or colonizing the area, the invaders create a 

new name for the town, ignoring the term that had been used for generations by the indigenous 

group. Here, the conflict concerning the name of the town becomes a proxy for the dispute over 

the ownership of the land itself. In this case, each group feels that they are entitled to call the 

town in question by the name that they choose because each feels a unique sense of ownership of 

that land. For the indigenous peoples, their ownership of the land stems from their being natives 

of the land, having lived in the area for generations upon generations. For the conquerors and/or 

colonizers, their feelings of ownership for the land stems from their having gained a position of 
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power and administrative control in the land. In this way, place names can be seen as 

inextricably linked to political and ideological disputes as they can be used to "advance 

reinvented notions of national identity and history" as well as in the "process of claiming 

territory" for, in giving a name to a region, one assumes an ownership (or entitlement to the 

ownership) of that region (Alderman 2008: 196). 

In Northern Ireland, the contentious nature of place names as "rival systems of naming" 

has long been apparent (Baker 2005: 123). From speakers' advance apologies for the use of 

potentially offensive terminology (as quoted in Hawes-Bilger 2007: 33), footnotes in 

publications describing the use of different terms by Catholics, Nationalists, Republicans and 

Protestants, Unionists, Loyalists and anecdotal evidence provided by those who have lived in the 

region (see Anderson), it is clear that there is a pervasive understanding that toponyms can "be 

seen as a means of communicating [ideological] meaning about place" (Berg and Keams 2007: 

26). In this section, we will look more closely at which ideological meaning is communicated by 

each toponym, first based on literature and later, based on the results ofthe corpus linguistics 

study. While only a brief summary ofthe results will be listed in this section, a more in-depth 

explanation will be provided in section 4. 

3.3.1 Republic of Ireland: Terminology 

Literature 

Within Northern Ireland, various terms are used to discuss the political entity encompassing the 

other 26 counties on the island of Ireland. Officially the name for this region in international 

politics has been the 'Republic oflreland' since 1949, when all formal allegiance to the British 

crown was terminated. In previous times, the political region had been known as 'Eire', the Irish 
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word for 'Ireland', from 1937-1949 and, before that, the 'Free State', after the Government of 

Ireland Act (1920). As Hawes-Bilger (2007) notes, while the term 'Republic oflreland' is used 

by individuals across the ethno-political divide, it is often rejected by Nationalists and 

Republicans in Northern Ireland due to the fact that it is not the all-Ireland Republic that was 

desired. Instead, Republicans in the North generally refer to the south of the island as 'the 26 

Counties', as the Republic oflreland makes up 26 ofthe counties in a 32 county (all) Ireland, or 

'the South (of Ireland)', which implies that the Republic of Ireland is in the southern part of the 

same country ofNorthern Ireland. Meanwhile, Unionists and Loyalists have advocated for the 

use of the term 'Eire', "to make [the Republic oflreland] sound foreign" and 'Irish Republic', as 

this implies only the 26 County region and not the whole oflreland as the term 'Republic of 

Ireland' does (Hawes-Bilger 2007: 75). 

This study 

Based on the analyses within this corpus linguistic study, there is strong support for the claims in 

the literature of the divisive nature of place names in Northern Ireland. In fact, the p-value for 

both the chi square tests of homogeneity done comparing the results for the Republican and 

Unionist sources before the signing ofthe Good Friday Agreement (X2= 938;p = 0.000) as well 

as the Republican and Unionist sources in the years following the signing ofthe Good Friday 

Agreement (X2 = 755;p = 0.000) suggests that the null hypothesis should be rejected. For each of 

the tests done for the Republican and Unionists sources' use oftoponymic termionology within 

the corpus study, the null hypothesis posits that there is no association between the political 

affiliation of the source and the lexical choice to describe the region in question. In this case, in 
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rejecting the null hypothesis, the indication is that there is some association between political 

affiliation and the choice of toponym for the Republic of Ireland. 8 

Furthermore, based on the data gathered from the corpus study, it is possible to 

hypothesize the groupings of the lexical items by political affiliation through quantitative 

analysis. For the Republic oflreland, the terms can be grouped as follows: 

Republican Terms 

26 Counties 

South (of Ireland) 

Free State 

Eire 

Unionist Terms 

Republic of Ireland 

Irish Republic 

While the groupings suggested within the corpus study are extremely close to those suggested by 

Hawes-Bilger (2007), it is interesting to note that the term 'Eire', which she posits is advocated 

by Unionists and Loyalists in attempt to other the Republic of Ireland is found to pattern with 

other Republican terms. That being said, Hawes-Bilger is not entirely incorrect in her 

observations concerning the term 'Eire' as there is a marked decrease in its use by Republicans 

after the signing of the Good Friday Agreement, as will be discussed further in section 4. 

3.3.2 Derry or Londonderry? 

Literature 

Derry is the second largest city in Northern Ireland, falling just behind the capital of Belfast. The 

original name ofthe region, now referred to as both Derry and Londonderry, was in Irish, Daire 

Calgaigh, meaning 'Oak Grove ofCalgach', and anglicized as 'Derry'. However, in 1613 the 

8 To see the full contingency tables for each chi square test, see the section 6: Appendix. 
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Royal Seal was given to the Charter of Londonderry by King James I after considerable 

investment and construction was provided by the London Guilds and merchants. At this time, the 

prefix 'London-' was added to the name ofthe city. While unionists and loyalists tend to use the 

term 'Londonderry' when referring to the city, nationalists and Republicans tend to use the term 

'Derry'. However, there has also been a movement toward using the term 'Derry/Londonderry' 

(verbalized as 'Derry-stroke-Londonderry') in order to avoid any association with ethno-political 

ideology. The dispute over the name became especially contentious during the Troubles in 

Northern Ireland, as remarked upon by Radio Broadcaster Gerry Anderson who coined the non

sectarian term 'Stroke City' (a shortened version of 'Derry/Londonderry'). 

This study 

Though the sample size for the variants of 'Derry' were too small to perform the chi square test 

of homogeneity, there is still strong evidence to suggest that, like the lexical choice for 'Republic 

oflreland', political affiliation and preferred toponym are associated with one another. In fact, in 

looking at the results ofthis corpus analysis, it appears that the terms used for the second-largest 

city in Northern Ireland (as well as the county that shares its contentious battle over naming) are 

the most overtly divisive across the pre- and post-Good Friday Agreement years. As Hawes

Bilger notes, Republicans tend to use 'Derry' while Unionists tend to use 'Londonderry'. 

3.3.3 Northern Ireland 

Literature 

The official name of the political entity encompassing the six northern counties on the island of 

Ireland has been 'Northern Ireland' since the creation of the state through Government of Ireland 

Act (1920). While the official title ofthe state is used across both sides of the ethno-political 
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divide, much like the term 'Republic of Ireland', many nationalists and Republicans reject the 

term because they believe that the creation ofthe state of 'Northern Ireland' in 1920 state was an 

illegal act. To this end, Republicans have historically refused to use the term 'Northern Ireland' 

as it would be seen as legitimizing the division ofthe island oflreland, and subsequently, 

legitimize the existence of an illegitimate state. To avoid using the term 'Northern Ireland', 

Republicans and nationalists generally use the terms 'the North (of Ireland)' and 'the (occupied) 

Six Counties' in order to emphasize the desired unity of the 32 counties on the island oflreland. 

On the other hand, Loyalists and Unionists generally use the term 'Ulster', a term meant to 

describe the 9 counties which make up the province of Ulster on the island oflreland, despite the 

fact that 3 of the counties that make up Ulster are located in the Republic of Ireland. In large 

part, the term Ulster is used in order to dissociate the name of the state from the neighboring 

Republic as much as possible by opting for a term that does not include the word 'Ireland'. In 

fact, in1948 a permanent name change from 'Northern Ireland' to 'Ulster' was discussed and 

abandoned (Hawes-Bilger 2007: 67). 

This study 

Based on the analyses within this corpus linguistic study, there is strong support for the claims in 

the literature of the divisive nature of place names in Northern Ireland. In fact, the p-value for 

both the chi square tests of homogeneity done comparing the results for the Republican and 

Unionist sources before the signing ofthe Good Friday Agreement (X2 = 3040;p =0.000) as 

well as the Republican and Unionist sources in the years following the signing ofthe Good 

Friday Agreement (X2 = 431 0; p = 0.000) suggest that the null hypothesis should be rejected. In 

this case, in rejecting the null hypothesis, the indication is that there is some association between 

political affiliation and the choice of toponym for Northern Ireland. 
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Furthermore, based on the data gathered from the corpus study, it is possible to 

hypothesize the groupings of the lexical items by political affiliation through quantitative 

analysis. For Northern Ireland, the terms can be grouped as follows across the pre- and post

Good Friday Agreement years: 

Republican Terms 

6 Counties 

North (oflreland) 

Unionist Terms 

Northern Ireland 

Ulster 

The Province 

Ultimately then, based on both the literature concerning the ideological categories with 

which each lexical variation for the Republic of Ireland, Derry and Northern Ireland patterns as 

well as the preliminary information gleaned from the corpus linguistic study, there is strong 

support for the assumption that certain place names are highly contested in Northern Ireland. In 

fact, as Mona Baker acknowledges in her work Translation and Conflict: A Narrative Account, 

the choices between such place names "are not interchangeable, and none ofthem is 'neutral"' as 

these preliminary studies support her assertion that each term "clearly signals a specific narrative 

position" (2005: 125). Having corroborated this assumption, it is time to look at the overarching 

aim of this study: has the more politically and socially peaceful culture catalyzed by the signing 

of the Good Friday Agreement resulted in the use of less divisive terms? 

4 Results 

4.1 Overview 

Though the preliminary results of this study, as discussed in the previous section, suggest that the 

terms used in Northern Ireland to describe the Republic of Ireland, Derry and the region itself 
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continue to be divided across the ethno-political divide, it is important to take a closer look at the 

use of the variants for each of these terms across the pre- and post-Good Friday Agreement years 

in order to better understand whether the political and social changes have affected the divisive 

terminology. To this end, the intra-party use oftoponymic variants across the years preceding 

and following the Good Friday Agreement were calculated and analyzed using the chi square test 

for homogeneity, the results of which can be found in section 6. In the following tests, the null 

hypothesis posits that there is no association between the date (pre- or post-GF A) that the source 

was crafted and the lexical choice for Republic of Ireland, Derry or Northern Ireland, 

respectively. 

4.1.1 Republic of Ireland 

Republican change over time: 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free State Eire 
Republic Counties Ireland) of Ireland I Republican 1.7% 

49.1% 11.6% 1.2% 10.1% 26.3% 
Pre-GFA 
Republican 

2.3% 
57.6% 29.2% 0.7% 2.7% 7.3% 

Post-GFA 

In looking at the results, as reproduced above, the two most frequently used terms in the 

Republican sources in the years before the signing of the Good Friday Agreement were ' 26 

Counties' and 'Eire', used 49.1% and 26.3% of the time respectively. As expected, the two most 

commonly used terms employed by Republicans, in the post-Good Friday Agreement years were 

'26 Counties' and ' South (oflreland) ', used 57.6% and 29.2% ofthe time respectively. 

Throughout the Republican sources, statements featuring the terms '26 Counties' and ' South (of 

Ireland)' like those found below are commonplace: 

23 



In the 26-Counties, the same problem of a badly underfunded health care system has caused a 
deterioration in the service being provided for patients as well as a lowering in the morale of hospital 
workers ... , A report from the Dublin government's task force on emigration sets out what's needed to look 
after not just the Irish who are living abroad, but the 20,000 people still leaving the 26 Counties 
annually ... , THE British Government has rejected calls to bring the North's corporation tax rate into line 
with that of the 26 Counties ... , Should the Dublin government agree to this outrageous suggestion, the 
Nationalist people ... would not be guaranteed sanctity or safety in the South of Ireland ... , Investment in 
the social economy in the south of Ireland by the Irish Government is around €40 million and in Scotland 
£30 million and has played a key role in their respective anti-poverty strategies 

(Mac Ruairi 1998; Corcoran 2002; McCann 2009; Nelis 1997; McLaughlin 2007) 

However, it is interesting to note that despite the fact that 'Eire' is the second most commonly 

used term employed by Republicans in the pre-Good Friday Agreement years, the frequency of 

use of the term 'Eire' decreased greatly after the signing of the Good Friday Agreement. 

Whereas 'Eire' had been used 26.3% of the time during the pre-Good Friday Agreement years, 

its use dropped to 7.3% in the post-GFA period. Similarly, the term 'Free State' decreased from 

10.1% use to 2.7% use. Conversely, the use of the term 'South (oflreland)' increased in its use 

from 11.6% to 29.2%. 

Unionist change over time: 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free 
Eire 

Republic Counties Ireland) of Ireland State I Unionist 
Pre-GFA 

27.2% 0.0% 18.4% 41.7% 1.9% 10.7% 

Unionist 
13.8% 0.0% 5.5% 77.1% 0.9% 2.8% 

Post-GFA 

As expected, the two most commonly used terms employed by Unionists, both pre-Good Friday 

Agreement and post-Good Friday Agreement are the 'Republic oflreland' and 'Irish Republic'. 

Throughout the Unionist sources, statements featuring the terms 'Irish Republic' and 'Republic 

of Ireland', like those found below, are commonplace: 
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We have had in the past few weeks the uncovering of the rottenness of the state system of the Irish 
Republic ... its core is contained in the idea that the Government of the Irish Republic, a foreign State, 
will work together with the British Government ... , And it is in the interests of the people of Great Britain, 
and in the interests of the people of the Republic of Ireland to encourage the development of healthier 
politics in Northern Ireland ... , While the Republic of Ireland did well during its 'Celtic tiger' days, we 
can all see what can happen when things go wrong ... 

(Paisley 1994; Trimble 2001; Empey 2010) 

However, while these terms consistently remain the most frequently used by Unionists over time, 

there is a notable difference between the pre- and post-Good Friday Agreement periods. In the 

years before (and slightly after) the signing ofthe Good Friday Agreement, the term 'Republic of 

Ireland' was, by far, the most commonly used with a frequency of use of 41.7% ofthe time while 

the term 'Irish Republic' was used only 27.2% of the time. However, in the post-Good Friday 

Agreement period, the frequency of use ofthe term 'Republic oflreland' skyrocketed to 77.1% 

ofthe time while the term 'Irish Republic' decreased to 13.8% use. 

Moreover, in comparing the lexical preferences for Unionists and Republicans, it is 

interesting to note that the opposing top preferences for each group, namely '26 Counties' and 

'Republic of Ireland', show divergent patterns. While '26 Counties' is easily the most favored 

term by Republicans across the pre- and post-Good Friday Agreement years, the Unionists clear 

preference in the pre- and post-Good Friday Agreement years, 'Republic of Ireland', patterns as 

Republicans' least preferred term across the pre- and post- Good Friday Agreement years. 

Similarly, while 'Republic oflreland' was by far the most favored term by Unionists in the pre-

and post-Good Friday Agreement era, Republicans show the opposite trend, as its use has fallen 

from an already low 1.2% use to an even lower 0.7% use. 
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Are the observed differences in lexical choice across the ethno-political divide (statistically) 

significant? 

In comparing the aforementioned results with the results of the chi square tests performed for the 

terms 'Northern Ireland' across each ofthe potential pairings, many ofthe trends described 

above were found to be statistically significant. For example, trends such as the decrease in 

Republican use ofthe term 'Eire' and the increase in Republican use ofthe term 'South (of 

Ireland)' are shown to be statistically significant in the results ofthe chi square tests. Here, this 

means that the chi square value for the individual cell is greater than 11.07. In each of these 

cases, the trend described mirrors the difference in expected and observed results in the chi 

square tests. This means that if an increase is shown over time, the chi square test shows that the 

expected results were lower than the observed results ofthe intra-party chi square tests for the 

post-Agreement period (or the expected results were higher than the observed results for the pre

Agreement period). For the term 'Eire', the chi square value calculated for the difference 

between the Republican expected and observed data for the post-Good Friday Agreement years 

was 84.5; for the 'South (oflreland)', the chi square value for the Republican expected and 

observed data for the post-Good Friday Agreement years was calculated to be 102.1; and for 

term 'Free State', the chi square value calculated for the Republican expected and observed 

results in the post-Good Friday Agreement period was 32.4. 

Moreover, each group's aversion towards the preferred terms of the other group is 

supported by the data from the chi square tests of homogeneity. In studying the Unionist and 

Republican sources within this corpus, the terms 'South (oflreland)' and '26 Counties' were 

used by Republicans more often than should be expected if political affiliation were not 

associated with lexical choice. Conversely, Unionists used these terms less than would be 
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expected to a statistically significant degree: for 'South (oflreland)' this is true in only the post

Good Friday Agreement era, however for the term '26 Counties' it is true in both the pre- and 

post-Good Friday Agreement years (X2 So/Pre= 18.2; X2 26Pre = 48.8 and X2 26Post = 56.0). 

Similarly, while Republicans were found to use the terms 'Irish Republic' and 'Republic of 

Ireland' less than should be expected, Unionist sources were found to use the terms more often 

than should be expected if political affiliation was not associated with lexical choice to a 

statistically significant degree across the pre- and post-Good Friday Agreement years, with the 

exception of 'Ulster' in the latter period (X2IRPre = 237.1, X2Ro!Pre = 601.5; X21RPost = 31.6, X2Ro!Post 

= 561.8). 

More importantly, the chi square tests of homogeneity done for the overall contingency 

tables the each of the potential pairings, as listed above, produced statistically significant results. 

In each case, the p-value (or the probability ofthe results being caused by random chance) was 

calculated as 0.00. These results suggest that the null hypothesis, the hypothesis that there is no 

association between the source's date relative to the signing of the Good Friday Agreement and 

the chosen variant of 'Republic oflreland', be rejected. 

4.1.2 Derry/Londonderry: 

As noted in the previous section, in looking at the results for the use of 'Derry' and 

'Londonderry' across the ethno-political divide, reproduced below, it is surprising to see the 

extent to which there is virtually no use of inclusive terms such as 'Derry/Londonderry'. 
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Derry Londonderry Derry/Londonderry 
I Republican Pre-

GFA 
99.1% 0.9% 0.0% 

Unionist Pre-GFA 9.8% 90.2% 0.0% 
I Republican post-

GFA 
99.2% 0.8% 0.0% 

Unionist post-GFA 6.1% 92.2% 1.7% 

In fact, despite the signing ofthe Good Friday Agreement, and the culture of peace that it was 

meant to catalyze, the Republican and Unionist sources continue to use the politically charged 

choices of 'Derry' or 'Londonderry' respectively. In this sense, the results of this corpus analysis 

suggest that David Butler is right to assert that to choose between calling the city (or county, in 

his case) 'Derry' or 'Londonderry' is a ' stark choice'. As he puts it, as soon as he chooses to use 

the term 'Derry', "the semiological cat is out ofthe bag, for you (ifyou are clued in to the 

meaningfulness of the codes) could fairly conclude that I am not a loyalist" (Butler 1995: 1 05). 

For, considering the overwhelming preference for Republicans to use 'Derry' and, conversely, 

for Unionists to use 'Londonderry', it is not difficult to crack the ' code' to which Butler alludes. 

Given that Republicans use 'Derry' approximately 99% of the time while Unionists use it less 

than 10% of the time, the probability is that a person who uses the term 'Derry' is Republican 

and one who uses 'Londonderry' is Unionist. 

4.1.3 Northern Ireland: 

Republican change over time: 

North (of 
Six Counties 

Northern The 
Ulster 

Ireland) Ireland Province 
I Republican 

Pre-GFA 
22.3% 53.5% 13.1% 0.9% 10.1% 

Republican 37.1% 50.1% 7.7% 0.4% 4.6% 
Post-GFA 
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As expected, the terms for Northern Ireland that were most preferred by Republican sources 

within this study were 'Six Counties' and 'North (oflreland)', respectively, across the pre- and 

post-Good Friday Agreement periods. Throughout the Republican sources, statements featuring 

these terms, like those found below, are commonplace: 

For over 30 years the British government has presided directly over the systematic ill 
treatment and torture of Irish people within the north of Ireland ... , We support a range of 
restorative justice and community initiatives to deal with the problems created by the absence 
of an acceptable policing service in the north ... , Dublin foreign affairs minister Brian 
Cowen set up a committee last June to consider opening a passport office in the Six 
Counties ... , The Assembly group, our Councillors and party activists in the north have 
achieved remarkable results in successive elections and we should be proud of the fact that 
this party is now the largest nationalist party in the six counties and the third largest on this 
island 

(Frie11998; Adams 2005; Doherty 2000; Adams 2005) 

Interestingly, the official name of the region, 'Northern Ireland' , seems to have dropped in 

popularity since the signing of the Good Friday Agreement, falling from 13.1% use to 7. 7% use. 

Meanwhile, 'North (oflreland)' has increased from 22.3% use to 37.1% use. 

Unionist terms over time: 

North (of Six Northern 
The Province Ulster 

Ireland) Counties Ireland I Unionist Pre-
GFA 

1.1% 0.2% 51.0% 8.7% 39.0% 

Unionist 
0.0% 0.1% 87.4% 5.6% 6.9% 

Post-GFA 

On the other hand, Unionists across the pre- and post-Good Friday Agreement periods tend to 

favor the official name 'Northern Ireland' as well as the term 'Ulster'. 
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I am delighted to have this opportunity to speak to the Irish Association in Co Wicklow, surely one of the 
most beautiful parts of this island- outside Ulster, of course. It is also one of the most religiously mixed 
areas outside Ulster ... , This time last year my strategy of renegotiating a fair deal for Ulster was laughed 
at by our enemies ... , So strong is the longing for an end to Northern Ireland's long agony that some are 
willing to take almost anything on trust ... , ... the least the fall-out from Saville should bring Northern 
Ireland is some respite from McGuinness as deputy First Minister. 

(Trimble 1998; Paisley 2004; Trimble 1999; Allister 2010) 

However, despite this consistency, there is a dramatic decrease in the use of the term 'Ulster' 

from 39.0% use to 6.9% use after the signing ofthe Good Friday Agreement. Conversely, there 

is a dramatic increase in the use of the term 'Northern Ireland', skyrocketing from 51.0% use in 

the pre-Good Friday Agreement years to 87.4% in the post-Good Friday Agreement years. 

Moreover, as with the preferred variants used for the 'Republic oflreland', there is a 

clear pattern of aversion by Unionists towards the Republicans' top two lexical preferences for 

'Northern Ireland'. In fact, while the Republican sources within this corpus study 

overwhelmingly chose to use the variants '6 Counties' and 'North (oflreland)' across the pre-

and post-Good Friday Agreement years, accounting for over 75.0% ofthe relevant data in each 

time period, Unionists overwhelmingly avoided using these terms across the pre- and post-Good 

Friday Agreement years, as evident by the fact that the terms count for less than 2.0% ofthe 

relevant data in each time period. 

Are the observed differences in lexical choice across the ethno-political divide (statistically) 

significant?: 

In comparing the aforementioned results with the results of the chi square tests performed for the 

terms 'Northern Ireland' across each of the potential pairings, many of the trends described 

above were found to be statistically significant. For example, trends such as the increase in 

Republican use of the term 'North (oflreland)' and the Unionist use ofthe term 'Northern 
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Ireland' as well as the decrease in Republicans' use ofthe term 'Northern Ireland' and Unionists' 

use of the term 'Ulster' are shown to be statistically significant in the results ofthe chi square 

tests. Here, this means that the chi square value for the individual cell is greater than 9.49. In 

each of these cases, the trend described mirrors the difference in expected and observed results in 

the chi square tests. This means that if an increase is shown over time, the chi square test shows 

that the expected results were lower than the observed results ofthe intra-party chi square tests in 

the post-Agreement years (or the expected results were higher than the observed results in the 

pre-Agreement years). In the Republican data for the term 'North (oflreland)', the chi square 

values for the pre- and post-Good Friday Agreement years were calculated to be 26.4 and 75.7, 

respectively; for 'Northern Ireland', the chi square value for the difference between the expected 

and observed results for the post-Good Friday Agreement years had a chi square value of22.2. In 

the Unionist data for the term 'Northern Ireland' chi square value for the observed and expected 

data in the pre- and post-Good Friday years was calculated as 143.8 and 109.9, respectively; and 

for 'Ulster', the chi square value calculated for the expected and observed results for pre- and 

post-Good Friday Agreement years were 461.8 and 245.2, respectively. 

Moreover, each group's aversion towards the preferred terms ofthe other group is 

supported by the data from the chi square tests of homogeneity. In studying the Unionist and 

Republican sources within this corpus, the terms 'North (oflreland)' and '6 Counties' were used 

by Republicans more often than should be expected if political affiliation were not associated 

with lexical choice to a statistically significant degree in both the pre- and post-Good Friday 

Agreement years (X2NoiPre= 108.2, X26Pre= 292.0; X2NoiPost = 916.1 andX26Post= 1221.0). 

Conversely, Unionists used these terms less than would be expected. Similarly, Unionist sources 

were found to use the terms 'Northern Ireland' and 'Ulster' more often than should be expected 
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if political affiliation was not associated with lexical choice while Republicans were found to use 

the terms less than should be expected to a statistically significant degree across the expected and 

observed values for Republican pre- and post-Good Friday Agreement years, with the exception 

of 'Ulster' in the latter period (X2NIPre = 232.7, X2upre = 175.8; X2NIPost = 354.6). 

Finally, the results for these chi square tests, much like those for the variants of 'Republic 

of Ireland', resulted in statistically significant p-values of 0.000 for the overall contingency 

tables. This means that these results, too, suggest that the null hypothesis, the hypothesis that 

there is no association between the source's date relative to the signing ofthe Good Friday 

Agreement and the chosen variant of 'Northern Ireland', be rejected. 

4.1.4 Comparison ofpost-GFA use of terms with 'non-sectarian' party's 'neutral' 

language: 

What is notable about the Alliance data is that, unlike the sectarian sources within this study, 

there was no significant observed change over time in their use of the contentious toponyms and 

their variants between the pre- and post-Good Friday Agreement years. The chi square test 

concerning terminology for Northern Ireland specifically resulted in a p-value of 0.053. 9 This 

makes sense given their explicit aim towards neutrality as the party would, ideally, be equally 

peaceful and neutral in the years leading up to the agreement as well as the years following it. 

Consequently, the Alliance Party results can easily be viewed as the benchmark by which to 

judge 'neutral' terminology. 

9 See section 6, Appendix, for information concerning the comparison between Alliance terminology pre- and post
GFA 
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Irish 26 South (of Republic of 
Free State Eire 

Republic Counties Ireland) Ireland 
Unionist 

13.8% 0.0% 5.5% 77.1% 0.9% 2.8% 
Post 
Alliance 

0.2% 0.0% 3.6% 86.5% 0.6% 0.6% 
Post 

2.3% 57.6% 29.2% 0.7% 2.7% 7.3% 

In looking at the use of terms for the Republic of Ireland across the potential political affiliations, 

including the explicitly independent Alliance Party, there are two immediately apparent 

observations. The first is that the Alliance Party and the Unionist sources both overwhelmingly 

prefer the term 'Republic oflreland' over all other terms in the post-Good Friday Agreement 

years. The second is that the lexical preference of the Alliance Party and the Unionist source is 

the least preferred term in the Republican sources; and vice versa. While there was not enough 

data to perform a chi square test on the distributions of the lexical choices for the Republic of 

Ireland, there does seem to be a strong similarity between the terminology employed by the 

Alliance Party and that of Unionists and a strong division between the terminology of the 

Alliance and Unionist sources and that of Republicans .. 

Furthermore, this apparent similarity in toponymic preferences is strengthened by the 

results for the data concerning the lexical preferences for Northern Ireland, reproduced below. 

North (of 
6 Counties 

Northern The 
Ulster 

Ireland) Ireland Province 
Unionist 

0.0% 0.1% 87.4% 5.6% 6.9% 
Post 
Alliance 

0.2% 0.0% 98.5% 2.9% 1.0% 
Post 

37.1% 50.1% 7.7% 0.4% 4.6% 
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Here, we see a similar pattern emerge. While the lexical preferences for the Unionist sources and 

the Alliance Party overlap with an overwhelming preference towards the term 'Northern 

Ireland', the Republican sources clearly diverge from this pattern as the term is one of their least 

preferred. In fact, once again the lexical preferences ofthe Republican sources, ' Six Counties' 

and 'North (oflreland)' are the least preferred terms of the Unionist and Alliance sources. 

Though the chi square test resulted in a p-value of 0.005, indicating that the null hypothesis, 

which posits there is no association between political affiliation and terminology, should be 

rejected, the preferred Unionist terminology appears to be becoming more like that of the 

Alliance Party. 

The only exception to this trend is found in the results of the toponyms for Derry, as seen 

in the results below. 

Derry Londonderry Derry /Londonderry 
Unionist Post 6.1% 92.2% 1.7% 
Alliance Post 61.3% 38.0% 7.3% 
Re~ublican Post 99.2% 0.8% 0.0% 

Based on these results, there is still a stark difference in terminology between each of the 

political affiliations when it comes to preferred terminology. However, while the Alliance Party 

seems to overlap more with the Republican sources due to its greater use of the term 'Derry', it is 

also clearly the most inclusive of the political groups within this corpus. Though the party' s 

actual use of inclusive terminology like 'Derry/Londonderry' is only at 7.3%, despite being the 

highest frequency of use among the three political sources, there is a far less polarized 

distribution of the terms used. Given the Alliance Party' s desire to appear, or be, neutral, this is 

unsurpnsmg. 
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4.2 If language reflects the social conditions within a society, what does this language tell us 

about the current social conditions in Northern Ireland? 

There are two especially interesting things to note about the results of this corpus linguistic 

analysis: the first is that there has been a quantitative change over time in the use of contentious 

toponyms between the pre- and post-Good Friday Agreement years. The second is that this 

change has, in part, been in the opposite direction of what should be expected if the society has 

become more peaceful. Whereas Unionists have more fully embraced the neutral, official titles 

ofthe regions in question within this study, Republicans have remained adverse to their use over 

time. The question now is what does that tell us? 

One interpretation of these findings suggests that Unionists have become more peaceful 

as they have discarded the more inflammatory terms to move towards the more neutral, 

politically correct terms of 'Northern Ireland' and the 'Republic of Ireland' over time. This is an 

especially appealing analysis given the similarity of the results for the Unionist sources to those 

of the non-sectarian Alliance Party ofNorthern Ireland, as noted in the previous section. 

However, there is an alternative interpretation that needs to be explored. The problem may not be 

that Republicans are moving away from the more neutral terminology while Unionists are 

embracing it in the years after the signing of the Good Friday Agreement. The problem may, in 

fact, be that the terminology that is politically correct is not neutral, as the Alliance Party seems 

to believe. 

More importantly, given the results of this study, it is more accurate to suggest that the 

politically correct, or official, terms that the Unionist and Alliance sources favor cannot be 

neutral. This is because the contentious terminology for place names in Northern Ireland can be 
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seen as "rival systems of naming," resulting from the presence of "rival communities and 

traditions" (Baker 2005: 123; Macintyre 1998: 378). Within this structure of 'rival systems of 

naming', "to use a name is at once to make a claim about political and social legitimacy and to 

deny a rival claim" (Macintyre 1998: 378). Moreover, according to Macintyre, "names are used 

as identification for those who share the same beliefs, the same justifications of legitimate 

authority, and so on. The institutions of naming embody and express the shared standpoint ofthe 

community and characteristically its shared traditions ofbeliefand enquiry" (1998: 378). 

Keeping this in mind, it may be better to assume that the similarity between the overall lexical 

preferences ofthe Unionist and Alliance Party sources is not evidence ofthe Unionist sources 

moving towards neutrality, but ofthe Alliance Party accepting and reinforcing terminology that 

is, at worst, laden with Unionist ideology and embroiled in a type of zero-sum struggle or, at 

best, disfavored by roughly half of the community in the region based solely on its historical ties 

to Unionist traditions. 

If the continued avoidance of the terms 'Republic of Ireland' and 'Northern Ireland' by 

the Republican sources is due primarily to the terms' associations with Unionism, then one 

possible solution would be for political groups, specifically non-sectarian groups like the 

Alliance Party, to reinforce terms that are neutral, not in the sense that they are 'official', but in 

the sense that they are less stigmatized across the ethno-political divide. The obvious 

complication here is that to find a set of terms for each of the regions in question that is free from 

any sectarian association is extremely difficult. However, it is clear that the importance of such 

endeavors has been noted in the past. For example, while relatively unused within this corpus, 

the term 'Derry/Londonderry' is generally regarded as a neutral term because it is a conflated 

form of the exclusive variants 'Derry' and 'Londonderry' whereas the official term, 

36 



'Londonderry' is very obviously politically charged, as evident by the results of this study. 10 

Unfortunately, such conflations are not quite as easy to create for 'Northern Ireland' and the 'Six 

Counties' or 'Republic oflreland' and the '26 Counties'. 

On the other hand, as Paedar Whelan, editor of An Phoblacht and the Republican News 

notes, "language 'is a central part ofthe political struggle ... [o]ur [the republicans'] language 

reflects our political interpretation of the situation here and also is a way of expressing our 

analysis ofthe conflict"' (as quoted in Hawes-Bilger 2007: 11). In this sense, it is possible that 

the continued resistance by Republicans to the terms 'Northern Ireland' and 'Republic of 

Ireland' is due to their refusal to give up their longstanding claims concerning 'political and 

social legitimacy' through naming as part of the 'rival systems of naming' paradigm. If that is 

the case, then results of this study suggest that while the violence has, for the most part, ended in 

Northern Ireland, the conflict continues. In fact, the persistence ofthe conflict can be seen in the 

continued outbreaks of violence on both sides ofthe ethno-political divide, including the recent 

bombing attempts made by the Real IRA and Sinn Fein's continued calls for a border poll (a 

vote to decide whether Northern Ireland should remain in the United Kingdom or join the 

Republic oflreland and the first step to Irish unification), as well as the flag protests and riots 

carried out by Unionists and Loyalists last year to which 45% of unionists polled felt 

sympathetic, believing that they should continue (BBC News: Timeline of Dissident Republican 

Activity; RTE News/Ireland: Sinn Fein Calls for Border Poll on Partition; BBC News: Q&A: 

Northern Ireland Flag Protests). 

10 Another example demonstrating an understanding of the need to replace highly stigmatized titles for new, 
unsullied terms is the decision to change the name of the Royal Ulster Constabulary to the Police Service of 
Northern Ireland as per one of the recommendations by the Mitchell committee during the peace talks. 
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5 Conclusions 

Ultimately, this study can serve only as an approximation ofthe trends found in the 

language being used in Northern Ireland across the ethno-political divide. That being said, the 

results do suggest that the contentious nature of place names has persisted throughout the years 

of relative peace after the signing ofthe Good Friday Agreement in 1998. Whether this 

continued manifestation ofthe Northern Ireland conflict by means of a system of rival place 

names is predominantly due to the desire to assert a political or social claim (or deny a rival's) 

because ofthe continued existence of ethno-political conflict or the result ofthe terms within this 

study having a longstanding association with particular political affiliations is unclear. 

Regardless, a solid first step to breaking down this persistent division is the reinforcement of 

inclusive terms where they already exist, as with the term 'Derry/Londonderry', or, the 

implementation of a collaborative effort to create inclusive terms where none yet exist. Or, in 

Gerry Adams' words, "dialogue is the means by which the old taboos, antagonisms and fears can 

be banished and replaced by new ideas, new language and new accommodations agreed" (as 

quoted in Hawes-Bilger 2007: 34). While such action would be difficult and would not 

necessarily assure success, if pursued, the subsequent changes to the language, "which supplies 

the models and categories of thought" could help break down the 'us versus them' mentality that 

continues to plague Northern Ireland by "influenc[ing] non-linguistic behavior such as cognitive 

activity" (Hawes-Bilger 2007: 34). 

Suggestions for further research 

While this work has focused particularly on the language used by politically affiliated sources, 

specifically news sources, within Northern Ireland, a continuation of this study concerning the 
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language used within the Republic of Ireland and Great Britain in the years before and after the 

signing ofthe Good Friday Agreement would be particularly illuminating given both nations' 

longstanding involvement in the Northern Ireland conflict. Additionally, further study on the use 

oflanguage and the Northern Ireland conflict would do well to focus on eliciting data by 

conducting interviews with individuals in Northern Ireland. 
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6. APPENDIX: 

6.1 Republic of Ireland: Chi-square contingency tables 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free Eire Total 
Republic Counties Ireland) of Ireland State 

Republican 47 1378 324 34 283 738 2804 
Pre 
Unionist 28 0 19 43 2 11 103 
Pre 
Total 75 1378 343 77 285 749 2907 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free State Eire 
Republic Counties Ireland) of Ireland 

Republican 72.3 1329 331.0 74.3 275.0 722.0 
Pre 
Unionist 2.7 48.8 12.2 2.7 10.1 27.0 
Pre 

Chi-square= 938.0 

Degrees of freedom = 5 

Probability= 0.000 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free Eire Total 
Republic Counties Ireland) of Ireland State 

Republican 21 515 261 6 25 66 894 
Post 
Unionist 15 0 6 84 1 3 109 
Post 
Total 36 515 267 90 26 69 1003 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free State Eire 
Republic Counties Ireland) of Ireland 

Republican 32.1 459.0 238.0 80.2 23.2 61.5 
Post 
Unionist 3.9 56.0 29.0 9.8 2.8 7.50 
Post 
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Chi-square= 755.0 

Degrees of freedom = 5 

Probability= 0.000 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free Eire Total 
Republic Counties Ireland) of Ireland State 

Republican 47 1378 324 34 283 738 2804 
Pre 
Republican 21 515 261 6 25 66 894 
Post 
Total 68 1893 585 40 308 804 3698 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free State Eire 
Republic Counties Ireland) of Ireland 

Republican 51.6 1435 444.0 30.3 234.0 610.0 
Pre 
Republican 16.4 458.0 141.0 9.7 74.0 194.0 
Post 

Chi-square= 301.0 

Degrees of freedom = 5 

Probability= 0.000 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free State Eire Total 
Republic Counties* Ireland) of Ireland 

Unionist 28 19 43 1 11 103 
Pre 
Unionist 15 N/A 6 84 1 3 109 
Post 
Total 43 25 127 2 14 212 
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Irish 26 South (of Republic Free State Eire 
Republic Counties* Ireland) of Ireland 

Unionist 20.8 12.1 61.4 0.967 6.77 
Pre N/A 
Unionist 22.2 12.9 65.6 1.03 7.23 
Post 

Chi-square = 28.3 

Degrees of freedom = 4 

Probability= 0.000 

6.2 Northern Ireland: chi-square contingency tables 

North (of 6 Northern The Ulster Total 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Republican 1036 2488 611 45 472 4652 
Pre 
Unionist 22 4 969 165 741 1901 
Pre 
Total 1058 2492 1580 210 1213 6553 

North (of 6 Northern The Ulster 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Republican 751.0 1769.0 1122.0 149.0 861.0 
Pre 
Unionist 307.0 723.0 458.0 60.9 352.0 
Pre 

Chi-square = 3040.0 

Degrees of freedom = 4 

Probability= 0.000 

42 



North (of 6 Northern The Ulster Total 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Republican 603 813 125 7 76 1624 
Post 
Unionist 0 5 3124 199 248 3576 
Post 
Total 603 818 3249 206 324 5200 

North (of 6 Northern The Ulster 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Republican 188.0 255.0 1015.0 64.3 101.0 
Post 
Unionist 415.0 563.0 2234.0 142.0 223.0 
Post 

Chi-square = 4310.0 

Degrees of freedom = 4 

Probability= 0.000 

North (of 6 Northern The Ulster Total 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Republican 1036 2488 611 45 472 4652 
Pre 
Republican 603 813 125 7 76 1624 
Post 
Total 1639 3301 125 52 548 6276 

North (of 6 Northern The Ulster 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Republican 1215.0 2447.0 546.0 38.5 406.0 
Pre 
Republican 424.0 854.0 190.0 13.5 142.0 
Post 

Chi-square = 180.0 
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Degrees of freedom = 4 

Probability= 0.000 

North (of 6 Northern The Ulster Total 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Unionist 22 4 969 165 741 1901 
Pre 
Unionist 0 5 3124 199 248 3576 
Post 
Total 22 9 4093 364 989 5477 

North (of 6 Northern The Ulster 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Unionist 7.6 3.12 1421.0 126.0 343.0 
Pre 
Unionist 14.4 5.88 2672.0 238.0 646.0 
Post 

Chi-square = 986.0 

Degrees of freedom = 4 

Probability= 0.000 

6.3 Alliance Party: Comparison Pre- and Post-GFA 

6.3.1 Republic of Ireland 

Irish South (of 26 Counties Republic of Free State Eire 
Republic Ireland) Ireland 

Alliance 8.3% 0.0% 0.0% 91.7% 0.0% 0.0% 
Pre 
Alliance 2.4% 3.6% 0.0% 86.5% 0.6% 0.6% 
Post 
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6.3.2 Northern Ireland 

North (of Northern The Ulster Total 
Ireland) Ireland Province 

Alliance 6 757 6 2 771 
Pre 
Alliance 12 5368 55 16 5451 
Post 
Total 18 6125 61 18 6222 

North (of Northern The Ulster 
Ireland) Ireland Province 

Alliance 2.2 759.0 7.6 2.2 
Pre 
Alliance 15.8 5366.0 53.4 15.8 
Post 

Chi-square= 7.67 

Degrees of freedom = 3 

Probability= 0.053 

6.4 Unionist Comparison with 'Neutral Terms' 

6.1 Republic of Ireland 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free State Eire Total 
Republic Counties* Ireland) of Ireland 

Unionist 15 6 84 1 3 109 
Post 
Alliance 4 N/A 6 141 1 1 153 
Post 
Total 19 12 225 2 4 262 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free State Eire 
Republic Counties* Ireland) of Ireland 

Unionist 7.9 4.99 93.6 0.83 1.66 
Post N/A 
Alliance 11.1 7.01 131.0 1.17 2.34 
Post 
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Chi-square= 14.8 

Degrees of freedom = 4 

Probability= 0.005 

*Both Unionist and Alliance Post had 0 instances of 26 Counties. Should not be included. 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free Eire Total 
Republic Counties Ireland) oflreland State 

Republican 21 515 261 6 25 66 894 
Post 
Alliance 4 0 6 141 1 1 153 
Post 
Total 25 515 267 147 26 67 147 

Irish 26 South (of Republic Free State Eire 
Republic Counties Ireland) of Ireland 

Unionist 21.3 440.0 228.0 126.0 22.2 57.2 
Post 
Alliance 3.7 75.0 39.0 21.0 3.8 9.8 
Post 

Chi-square= 911.0 

Degrees of freedom = 5 

Probability= 0.000 

6.4.2 Northern Ireland 

North (of 6 Northern The Ulster Total 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Unionist 0 5 3124 199 248 3576 
Post 
Alliance 12 0 5368 16 55 5451 
Post 
Total 12 5 8492 215 303 9027 
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North (of 6 Northern The Ulster 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Unionist 4.75 1.98 3364.0 58.2 120.0 
Post 
Alliance 7.25 3.02 5128.0 130.0 183.0 
Post 

Chi-square = 522.0 

Degrees of freedom = 4 

Probability= 0.000 

North (of 6 Northern The Ulster Total 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Republican 63 813 125 7 76 1624 
Post 
Alliance 12 0 5368 16 55 5451 
Post 
Total 615 813 5493 23 131 7075 

North (of 6 Northern The Ulster 
Ireland) Counties Ireland Province 

Unionist 141.0 187.0 1261.0 5.3 30.0 
Post 
Alliance 474.0 626.0 4232.0 17.7 101.0 
Post 

Chi-square= 6110 

Degrees of freedom= 4 

Probability= 0.000 
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