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GREECE AND THE NEW BALKANS:
Challenges and Opportunities

VAN COUFOUDAKIS, HARRY J. PSOMIADES, ANDRE GEROLYMATOS
Editors

The editors of Greece and the New Balkans: Challenges
and Opportunities provide the reader with a comprehensive
assessment and critique of the new challenges facing Greece
in the Balkans since the end of the Cold War. How Greece
deals with the problems confronting its national and security
interests in a region beset with economic strain, social un-
rest, ethnic divisions, and political stress is of paramount
importance not only to itself but also to the United States,
the European Union. Russia, and the other Balkan states.
It is evident that the realities of geography and the reluctance
of Greece's western allies to adopt long-term initiatives to
come to terms with the sources of turbulence and uncertainty
in the region has placed Greece in a potentially unique posi-
tion to assert itself and play an influential leadership role
in promoting efforts toward economic reform, the creation
of democratic institutions, and new approaches to security
in southeast Europe. A lea,dership role is buttressed by the
fact that Greece is the only Balkan state without irredentist
pretentious, a member of NATO and the European Union,
and the only full-fledged democracy in the region.

To examine how well Greece has faced up to the chal-
lenges in the Balkans resulting from the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the breakup of Yugoslavia, twenty-one
experts in the fields of politics, economics, history, and diplo-
macy have collaborated to produce this volume. They not
only address the key aspects of Greece's multifaceted role
in the Balkans—its successes, limitations and failures—but
also set forth the challenges and opportunities that will
allow Greece to significantly contribute to the peace, pros-
perity, and security of the Balkans in the twenty-first cen-
tury. The roles of the United States and the major European
powers are not ignored because in the final analysis Greece's
success or failure in the Balkans will depend largely on what
they do or fail to do.

The volume also makes available to the student of Bal-
kan developments a thorough and detailed bibliography on
materials relevant to Greece's Balkan diplomacy and that
of the major powers.

PELLA Specializing in Greek Studies	 ISBN 918618-72-X



Pre-Communist Greek Immigrant
Radicalism in the United States'

by KOSTIS KARPOZILOS

In the dawn of the twentieth century the independent Greek
state had to confront the social and political consequences that
were inherited from the "unfortunate" military defeat of 1897.
Seventy years after the country gained its independence, the mili-
tary expedition made it clear that Greece could not challenge the
declining Ottoman Empire and achieve its nationalistic goals. The
military setback intensified the ideological ferment in the ranks of
the ruling class, while popular support for the foreign imposed
dynasty declined. The deficiencies in the preparation and execu-
tion of the military campaign revealed the necessity for the reor-
ganization of the state towards modernization and development.
The creation of a political void served the intentions of those ele-
ments of the ruling class who wished to initiate a process of refor-
mation that could be characterized as a revolution "from the
above." 2

The intervention of the army in 1909 and the subsequent pre-
dominance of the Liberal Party under the leadership of Eleftherios
Venizelos inaugurated a protracted period of military campaigns.
The Greek ruling class attempted to accomplish its nationalistic
aspirations through the two consecutive Balkan wars, the involve-
ment in the First World War and finally the Asia Minor expedi-
tion. These military operations were in harmony with the popular
ideology for a Greece "of two continents and of five seas" and

Kosns KARPOZILOS obtained a MA degree in Historical Research at the
University of Sheffield in the United Kingdom. He is currently a Ph.D.
candidate in the Department of History and Archeology at the Univer-
sity of Crete. Among current areas of scholarly interest is his study of the
Greek-language Communist press in the United States.
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reflected the elevated demands of the Greek ruling class for eco-
nomic expansion and dominance in the Balkan region.

The Greek economy remained predominately rural and under-
developed despite the efforts of modernization and the appearance
of some industrial units. Economic conditions were harsh for the
vast majority of the population; taxes, military conscription and
debts composed the everyday life of the millions of peasants, whose
living conditions did not differ from those of their ancestors. 3

Given the fact that the political administration did not prioritize
land redistribution or industrial growth, it is not surprising that,
in the Greek inland, transatlantic immigration appeared as the sole
and ideal solution for the economic problems of the peasantry.4

The first immigration flow to the United States, in the end of
the nineteenth century, resulted from an ongoing economic crisis
related to the overproduction of currants, one of the main export
goods of the Greek economy.' Before long the number of immi-
grants abandoning Greece for a better future in the New World
took the dimensions of an exodus. The migration to the United
States also reflected the needs of American capital for cheap labor.
According to the United States Commission on Immigration, the
emigrant was "essentially a seller of labor seeking a more favorable
market."6 At the same time, the opportunities offered to prospec-
tive immigrants were persistently advertised by labor recruiters
and steamship agents, while the luring image of the United States
as the land of great opportunities contributed to the mythology
surrounding the New World.?

The official American records for the period 1900-1920 esti-
mate the number of admitted citizens from the Greek state to be
in excess of 350,000. 8 Massive emigration soon evoked diverse
interpretations in the ranks of the intellectuals and the politicians
of Greece.9 Parliamentary declarations, statistical surveys and soci-
ological or pseudo-sociological essays attempted to comprehend
and analyze the "alleged issue of the gangrene of immigration
which of course is an economic phenomenon."i° The main concern
was whether the phenomenon of the mass exodus deprived Greek
society of the requisite working force or if it would eventually revi-
talize the economy after a final repatriation of the immigrants. Few
official measures were taken to de-escalate the exodus or to support
the immigrants during their trip and in the early stages of their
settlement."
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In the New World the Greek immigrants experienced various
problems in their adjustment from an agrarian society to the
norms of modernity.' 2 The lack of "economic and ideological
reception pouches," 3 which would have helped the newcomers
during the critical transition period, escalated the difficulties. As
a result, the thousands of newcomers debarking in New York were
subject to exploitation and deception due to their ignorance of the
demands of capitalist production. In this context, strong adher-
ence to their religious beliefs and mother tongue was for the Greek
immigrants a form of self-defense against insecurity and the obsta-
cles of everyday life. The widespread illusion that the immigrant
experience was a temporary situation, a necessary evil before a tri-
umphal permanent repatriation, intensified the tendencies of
introversion. Consequently, adaptation did not only seem an
impossible task because of the objective conditions, but to an
extent it did not appear as a requisite. The necessity of socializing
was fulfilled mainly in the homogeneous ethnic communities.

In addition, American racism regarding Eastern and Southern
European immigrants further hindered the process of adaptation,
and was even more aggressive regarding the immigrants from the
Far East." Even the old immigrants who had arrived in the nine-
teenth century from Western and Northern Europe considered the
influx of unskilled laborers as a potential threat to their privileged
status. Due to the desire of the Greek immigrant to make a for-
tune by any means, the stereotype that accompanied him was that
of a greedy law-violator, especially during the first decades of the
twentieth century. At least one quantitative survey of the time
depicts the strong dislike felt towards Greeks." Over one tenth of
those polled responded that they wished the exclusion of Greeks
from the country, scoring them only as slightly less undesirable
than Jews. The local evictions of Greeks, the most famous being
the pogrom of 1909 in South Omaha, Nebraska, demonstrates
such attitudes could escalate into total intolerance. 16

From the early stages of their settlement, the Greek immi-
grants provoked academic interest, as they constituted a case study
of the transition from agrarian economy to developed capitalism.
Moreover, they were a typical example of the "new immigration"
wave": in their overall majority, unskilled male workers' 8 who
arrived in the United States without any capital.' 9 This combina-
tion of factors led to a series of sociological and historical discus-
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sions. The contrast between harsh working and living conditions
of the newcomers with their glorious past combined with sympa-
thy for their recent struggle for independence, triggered several
studies that mainly questioned the potential integration of the
Greek immigrants. 2°

The dissertation of anthropologist Henry Pratt Fairchild,
Greek Immigration to the United States, written in 1911, is the first
extended academic study devoted to the Greek immigrant experi-
ence. 21 The academic nature of Fairchild's work, however, is
undermined by the racial arguments that often underpin his con-
clusions. Fairchild endorsed the general anti-immigration ten-
dency dominant at the time in certain academic institutions by
advocating the necessity of immigration restriction. 22 Two years
later, from a more liberal perspective, Thomas Burgess published
his Greeks in America, in an effort to "study carefully" and "from a
Greek standpoint" the immigration phenomenon. 23 These two
works do not only depict the diverse prevailing tendencies in the
American interpretation of immigration; to a great extent they
also define the development and context of the later historiogra-
phy on the Greek immigration and Greek-American presence. 24

The first attempts of Greeks in the United States to depict their
experiences in the New World were mainly concerned with the
refutation of the negative stereotypes and biased assumptions that,
for instance, are echoed in Fairchild's book. A representative exam-
ple is the work of J.P. Xenidis, a protestant clergyman and teacher
who taught for several years at Anatolia College and Marsovan The-
ological Seminary. His The Greeks in America (1922) attempts to
present at length the virtues of his fellow countrymen. 25

Although the three authors noted have different departing
points, they are in complete accord when they examine the polit-
ical behavior of the immigrants. They agree, for instance, that the
Greeks were predominately engaged with the politics of their eth-
nic center, correctly pointing out that the "national schism" was
transferred and reproduced further on American soi1. 26 In this con-
text, the immigrants' marginal interest in the political develop-
ments of the United States was brought forth as an example of
their limited assimilation. What is of particular significance for
our research, however, is that these authors in their pioneering
work present the immigrants to be en masse hostile to revolution-
ary ideals. The Greek immigrants are said to be totally indifferent
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not only towards socialist ideas, but to all kinds of class struggle.
The immigrant is said to be devoted wholly to personal affairs, and
to have conservative attitudes. 27 Fairchild wrote that, "Socialism
finds no followers among the people of this race in the United
States, though it is beginning to get a slight foothold in Greece.
Greeks are apparently not inclined to join trade unions." 28

Ten years later, Xenidis in his effort to exaggerate his compa-
triots' compliance with the law, insisted that socialist ideals had
only a limited influence upon them and that "destructive organi-
zations" were non-existent: "Greeks are loyal and respect order and
government. There is no movement of unrest among them..
There are no destructive organizations among the Greeks in Amer-
ica, or elsewhere. There is a socialist society in New York, but it is
a rather microscopic affair and is not much heard of." 29

Oddly, for Fairchild the reluctance of immigrants to partici-
pate in working-class movements was a clear proof of his main
argument that the Greeks were not capable of adapting to capital-
ism. On the other hand, Xenidis wrote his book when the first big
"red scare," the Palmer Raids, was at its highest point. 30 His main
concern was to protect the image of his compatriots by presenting
them as loyal citizens. In this connection, we should consider also
the position taken by Theodore Saloutos, the "patriarch" of the his-
toriography of the Greek immigrant experience. In his The Greeks
in the United States (1964), he states, "Marxism made no apprecia-
ble progress among the Greek-Americans. The rank and file were
bitterly opposed to it and could be counted upon to fight it with
all the power at their command." 3 ' Even though Saloutos recog-
nized the influence of the Left in the late 1930s, his overall posi-
tion is not significantly different than that of Fairchild or Xenidis.

The excerpts cited from the above-mentioned works encapsu-
late the views and positions that were commonly adopted regard-
ing the political behavior and ideological quests of the Greek
immigrants. Most historians in fact believed that the only remark-
able aspect of their political involvement was related to the repro-
duction of the "national schism." Quite often the immigrant
experience was idealised and at the same time their harsh working
conditions are projected as a preliminary phase, which soon gave
its position to social mobility and economic success.

In this context, the involvement of Greek immigrants in the
American working-class struggles or even more in the socialist and
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communist movements remains at large an untold story. Accord-
ing to the dominant historiography, the topic does not even exist
and as a result it is hardly ever mentioned. To a certain extent, this
tendency is explicable. To take an example, when Saloutos wrote
his book in the early 1960s, the political conditions did not favor
the presentation of revolutionary aspects of immigrant experience.

Only under the influence of the methodological and ideologi-
cal shifts that were inaugurated during the late 1960s did a limited
number of historians attempt to deal with Greek American radi-
calism. Dan Georgakas spent many years collecting and preserving
scattered primary sources associated with the revolutionary activi-
ties of the immigrants. To him we owe the first publications and
historical arguments concerning this untold story in an academic
context. 32 In addition, Helen Papanikolas and Zeese Papanikolas,
in a series of articles and books, attempted to depict the harsh work-
ing conditions that immigrants encountered in the American
West, including references to their involvement in working-class
movements. 33 Similar concerns are demonstrated by Louis Conone-
los, while Gunther Peck in his study of the padrone system refers
also to the Greek immigrant working class. 34

On the other hand, the historians of the American Left, despite
their interest in immigrant ethnic groups, have not yet approached
the Greek element and its connection with the American revolu-
tionary movement. 35 Theodore Draper's remark on the historiog-
raphy of the American Left sounds rather convincing in the case of
the Greek radicals, "A large part of the history of American social-
ist movement has remained shrouded in comparative obscurity
because the language barrier has hindered an adequate study of
these relatively autonomous organizations." 36

The present study focuses on the influence of radical ideas on
Greek immigrants and brings to light the participation of Greek
workers in the ranks of the American revolutionary movement. It
is based mainly on unpublished and unexamined primary mate-
rial, which indisputably establishes a Greek immigrant radicalism
in the early twentieth century.

My study also reviews the patterns of labor incorporation that
appeared in the ranks of the Greek immigrants and their early
strike-breaking practices, a trigger for incidents of ethnic tension.
I further seek to demonstrate the process of radicalization that the
immigrants went through, including spontaneous industrial

12	 JOURNAL OF THE HELLENIC DIASPORA



strikes at the end of the first decade of the twentieth century, where
Greek participation can be detected. In this context, I will exam-
ine the influence of the Industrial Workers of the World and the
bonds that existed between small circles of radicalized immigrants
and this militant organization. Secondly, I will give a detailed
account of the connections and networks between Greek immi-
grants and the socialist press of their ethnic center. This topic has
never been examined, not even from historians of the Greek revo-
lutionary movement. Finally, I will present my findings concern-
ing the newspaper Oeycivcoatc [Organization), which was published
in Greek from 1917 to 1924 as the official organ of the Greek sup-
porters of the American Socialist Labor Party. The publication of
this radical newspaper in Greek inaugurates the involvement of
the immigrants in the American Left, but until now has only been
cited without any formal examination of its political views.

The Russian Revolution marks the decline of the first phase of
Greek immigrant participation in the revolutionary movement.
From 1917 onwards, the Greek Federation of the Socialist Party
and its publication, H (13 cum" TOU EeyaTOU [The Voice of the Worker),
dominates the field. The history of H um; rou Eeycirou and its suc-
cessor, Eincek [Forward), covers the period from 1917 to the Sec-
ond World War. The amount of sources related to these
communist-oriented publications exceeds the intentions and lim-
itations of this study, but I will demonstrate how the final stages
of the earliest forms of immigrant radicalization set the stage for
the creation of Greek American communism.

Although my main aspiration is to restore and present the
voice of the hitherto neglected immigrant revolutionaries, I rec-
ognized that they were not the dominant element in the ranks of
the Greek communities. On the other hand, I believe that these
radicals, who in a place so far away from their fatherland responded
to the revolutionary calls of their time for social emancipation,
must not be written out of the history of the Greeks in America.

Working in the United States

The belated and fragmentary development of capitalism in
Greece determined to a great extent the labor incorporation of
immigrants in the United States. Since most of them had come
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from rural and semi-rural areas they were automatically excluded
from those sectors of the industrial production that demanded
experienced and skilled workers. At the same time, the former
peasants did not aspire to revert to their previous occupations in
the land of opportunity; the limited involvement in agriculture is
one of the main characteristics of Greek immigration. 37 Conse-
quently, extractive and construction industries were the best alter-
natives for those who did not possess the necessary capital for the
launching of a small private enterprise.

According to Dimitrios Botasis, the Greek consul in New
York, the number of workers in industrial and railroad construc-
tion sites in 1907 amounted to one third of the total immigrant
population. 38 Fairchild depicts quite vividly the working condi-
tions of the immigrants and their main areas of occupation.

Like the Negroes, they are brought in for economic rea-
sons, to do the hard and menial work to which an Ameri-
can does not care to stoop. The business of the alien is to
go into the mines, the foundries, the sewers, the stiffing air
of the factories, and workshops, out on roads and railroads
in the burning sun of summer or the driving in sleet and
snow. 39

Whether Greek immigrants were mainly workers or small pri-
vate business owners is one of the main topics in the immigration
historiography. The lack of accurate sources is a considerable hand-
icap in any serious attempt to examine the working conditions of
the immigrants. Most certainly, many Greek immigrants were
drawn to forms of private ownership, such as confectionery
shops.4° This tendency is established repeatedly in surveys con-
ducted on the various immigrant groups. Greeks invariably have
had a high ratio of tradesmen. Based on this phenomenon, it has
become commonplace to regard the Greeks as a non-working-class
immigrant group and emphasize their embourgeoisement. 4 '

I would suggest two problems with this conclusion. First,
until the 1920s, Greeks did not experience much social mobility.
Their distribution in high numbers in the mines and construction
sites confirms that most of them when "debarking at the United
States were objectively proletarians."42 More importantly, placing
the owner of a small enterprise in the middle-class (and attribut-
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ing to him corresponding values) is simplistic and erroneous. The
small shopkeeper's income did not distinguish him always from
the working class and we should think of him mainly as a semi-
proletarian. In the Forty-Third Annual Report on the Statistics of
Labor for the Year 1912 in Massachusetts the Greeks are recorded
as a low wage earning class being "evenly divided between domes-
tic and personal service, manufactures and trade." Their average
annual income was 352 dollars, lower even than the foreign-born
average of 384 dollars.43 Consequently, in the early stages of their
settlement it would be difficult to deny that "a sizable number .. .
probably a majority, never escaped from the working class." 44

For this majority, exploitation, harsh working conditions, fre-
quent labor accidents and low wages composed everyday life.
Immigrant labor supplied American capitalism with the necessary
coal to keep the engines running at high speed and "neither immi-
gration nor capitalism as it emerged in the United States would
have been possible without each other." 45 The photographs that
illustrate the itinerary of Maria Sarantopoulou-Oikonomidou in
the coal-fields and the construction sites of the American West
encompass with vividness the immigrant experience at the begin-
nings of the twentieth century.46 Impoverished men packed in
temporary lodges, organizing their life and the everyday chores in
a communal way, pose with pride in front of the camera. The agony
of survival in the American inland had replaced by now the illu-
sion, which accompanied every immigrant in his disembarkation
in New York, of making a fortune rapidly. Nevertheless, the dis-
illusionment regarding the ambitious expectations and the admo-
nitions that "immigration to America for most Greeks is an
unfortunate concept since, as it is natural, it is not possible for all
to profit and enrich"47 did not suspend the exodus from Greece.
From 1910 onwards the Greek element in several production sec-
tors, such as the mines and railroad construction sites, constituted
a considerable working force."

Strikebreaking Practices

Greek workers were initially willing to accept any employ-
ment offered. To such an extent did the newcomers satisfy the
demands of capitalistic profitability that in 1909 the contractors
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of the railroad network in the northwestern states asked for Greek
and Italian workers because they would be "easier to handle .. .
and steadier workmen."49 Greek immigrants, like African Ameri-
cans and other immigrants, were often recruited as strike break-
ers. 5° Their attitude is explicable if associated with the belated
development of capitalism in the ethnic center, where trade unions
were almost non-existent. The vast majority of Greek immigrants
were totally unacquainted with such terms as strike, union or scab.

Strikebreaking evoked the dislike of the natives and "old
immigrants" and in some cases, ethnic tensions escalated to
pogroms. 5 ' A study of well-known incidents of racial discrimina-
tion and violent outbursts indicates that they were mostly associ-
ated with the stance of the Greek workers towards the organized
struggles of the American working class. The attacks against
Greeks in Chicago in 1904 and the anti-Greek riot in South
Omaha, Nebraska, five years later, were both triggered by the
employment of Greeks as strike breakers and not by abstract racist
feelings. 52 Contemporary observers of the phenomenon connect
the anti-Greek sentiments to the labor behavior of the latter.
Emmanuel Likoudis, in an early account of transoceanic immigra-
tion, remarks that the immigrants "are forced to bring down the
day wages. . . . This fact puts the Greeks in an unbearable position
vis-a-vis the workers of other nationalities who hate them in the
way they hate the Chinese." 53

A vivid and realistic description of the attitudes of Greek
workers towards organized labor unions is given in the work of
Alexandros Krikos, a repatriated industrial worker, who in 1915,
driven by vague proto-socialist ideals, recorded his personal expe-
riences. 54 During his stay in the United States, Krikos supported
the Greek Socialist Party financially as is evidenced from a con-
tributor's list of 1913 that includes his name. 55 His book is writ-
ten in a pseudo-scientific way, where personal thoughts and
experiences accompany statistical data and theoretical schemes. In
this context, he provides us with significant first-hand informa-
tion, but his work has been overlooked by later historiographical
and sociological surveys concerning the early stages of the Greek
settlement in the United States.

Krikos is rather critical towards his compatriots and this may
explain, to an extent, why his work has been neglected in Greek
American historiography. In his first person narration he ascribes
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the attacks and the prejudice shown against the Greek workers to
the indifference of his compatriots towards the struggles of their
co-workers. Although it is quite hard to translate the author's
spontaneous and idiomatic narration, the following short passage
is indicative of the way the Greeks responded to the norms of
organized labor.

These and other factors we have mentioned . . . make the
worker in America, especially during the first years of his
arrival, when he is still unfamiliar with the working con-
ditions, a subordinate to his employer and to other Greek
bloodsuckers. Working to death, the immigrant worker
thinks that his employer will protect him for the work he
is doing; even if his occupation is a worthless one. . . . He
shows his respect and ready obedience by nodding his
head, if he cannot speak the language. And at the same
time he tries to steal a cheap piece of cloth, while he is
ready to betray to his boss any one who attempts to
improve the workers' living conditions. He opposes the
strikes and his actions prove in the end to be harmful to
his own class, his character and his interests. 56

Krikos recognizes that the strikebreaking and counter-soli-
darity actions of the Greek workers were to a great extent the result
of ignorance, an interpretation, far more credible than efforts to
describe the Greek workers as conservative by nature.'' On the
other hand, it must be recognized that in the ranks of the com-
munity there were advocates hostile to the practices and goals of
organized labor. In a widely circulated guide for the newcomers,
for instance, a separate chapter presented the functions of the
working-class movement in a negative way, "Often these workers'
unions go beyond the law by striking. That happens when the
workers unite on purpose and conspire in order to harm the other
and indeed they harm him without any legal purpose." 58

Finally, the labor unions that constituted the powerful Amer-
ican Federation of Labor (AFL), mainly organized skilled, native
workers. In order to keep the "new immigrants" from their ranks,
the AFL unions stipulated preconditions for enrollment that
included American citizenship, high initiation fees, and hefty
monthly contributions. In this context, Greek immigrants were
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conflicted about participation in working-class struggles. A
glimpse of these attitudes is found in a passage that appeared in a
1914 issue of a Greek newspaper published in Chicago, "Let us
educate ourselves, recognize the fact that the prosperity and wel-
fare of our family depends upon the prosperity and well-being of
our neighbours. By taking their jobs when they strike, we commit
an offence at them and ourselves.""

This appeal reveals the pressure that was put on the commu-
nity, whenever the Greek workers abstained from the struggles of
their class. The strike at issue was occurring at the diesel shops of
Chicago and Greeks had been recruited as strike breakers. Accord-
ing to Saloutos, the community leaders felt that they had to edu-
cate their proletarian compatriots. What Saloutos underestimates
is that the appeal was primarily addressed to the American public
opinion by those elements of the community that saw their eco-
nomic interests in danger. In other words, it would be erroneous
to interpret the stance of the Greek merchants as a conscious reac-
tion aimed at their compatriots' reluctance to join labor union
struggles. More than anything else, and Saloutos partially recog-
nizes this, it was an action of self-defense. 6°

A contemporary observer with a special interest in the immi-
grant phenomenon confirms this assumption. Jane Addams, the
founder of Chicago's Hull House, in her account of the strike
describes the inter-community tendencies:

When the organized labor of Chicago discovered that the
strikers' places were taken by Greeks, the unions threat-
ened, unless the Greeks were called off, to boycott the
Greek fruit-dealers all over the city, who with their street
stands are singularly dependent upon the patronage of
workingmen. . . . They therefore responded at once to this
acknowledgment of their claim . . . because they were mer-
chants threatened with loss of trade, they made superhu-
man efforts to clear the yards of Macedonians. 6 '

The Padrone System

The gradual, and in no case total, process of emancipation from
the vicious circle of discipline and obedience to the interests of the
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employers can be chronologically placed at the end of the first
decade of the twentieth century, and it is not associated with any
efforts by conventional community leaders. The disillusionment
concerning rapid enrichment and repatriation was an important
factor in this process. 62 By 1910, the immigrants realized that
working in the United States would not be a temporary situation,
but, alas, permanent. At the same time, a strike wave spread all
over the United States, involving the harshly oppressed "new
immigrants."

Working conditions provoked actions of resistance as a prim-
itive form of self-preservation. The following autobiographical
testimony indicates how a spontaneous reaction could be trans-
formed in collective action:

An older man hurt one of his feet and he moaned in pain
day and night. We begged the company three times to
take the old man to the hospital, but they did nothing. We
had a meeting and decided to quit before anyone else got
hurt worse, and all forty of us did. 63

It would be an exaggeration to attribute qualities of an organized
strike to the frequent incidents of workers abandoning their posts.
On the other hand, though, labor mobility in search of better
working conditions, and actions as the one described above
demonstrate the resentment of the immigrantrworkers towards the
norms and standards of capitalist production."

What triggered the initial appearance of syndicalistic practices
was the peculiar form of dependence that was imposed by the well-
known padrones.65 The padrones were individuals functioning as
intermediaries for the recruitment of immigrants for work in the
coal mines and construction sites of the American West. Having
efficient networks of recruiters in the main centers of immigration
and in Greece, they soon became an indispensable aid to the
demands of expanding American capital for cheap labor. The fact
that the padrones were on the payroll of major companies proves
the dependency of the latter on the former.

The main source of income for the padrones came from the
mandatory monthly charges that each immigrant worker had to
pay in exchange for the services provided by the intermediate
agent. Moreover, the recruited worker was obligated to shop in
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certain stores that were connected with the padrone. At the same
time the worker could not quit his job and in this context he could
be considered a virtual hostage. Herbert S. Nelli, a researcher of
the dependence networks within the Italian community, notes that
padronage "was, in fact, part of the price that the newcomer had
to pay for his strangeness." 66

Initially, groups of immigrants protested to prominent indi-
viduals of their ethnic community or to the local authorities, ask-
ing for protection against the padrones. Greek workers at the
Bingham mines in Utah addressed two appeals to the governor of
the region in 1911. They described their hard working conditions
and reassured the governor that if he took action, they were pre-
pared to testify against the infamous local padrone, Leonidas G.
Skliris. 67

Do you think this is right for him to sell livelihoods to the
poor workmen at extortion 20 dollars and to thus suck the
blood of the poor laborers. . . . For God's sake release us
from such assessment and let us be independent in this
independent country. . . . We are hungry enough and we
don't want to die. If you promise us that you will secure us
positions we are willing to swear to the God at any court
that we paid Skliris."

Since appeals of this kind were not successful, wage slavery-
not a figure of speech in the case of the padronage system-func-
tioned as a detonation fuse for the transition to more radical and
militant forms of resistance. Industrial sabotage or actions of
revenge against foremen and padrones were not scarce;69 and there
is fragmented and unconfirmed information concerning collective
protests such as the incident mentioned by Saloutos, where young
bootblacks working for a padrone, in Springfield, Massachusetts,
went on strike in 1904. 7°

The story of the Greek workers in Bingham, Utah, illustrates
the process of radicalization as a result of the oppression by
padrones and the unbearable working conditions. The immigrant
miners had arrived in the region as strike breakers, recruited by the
same Skliris against whom they protested in 1911. Since their ini-
tial appeals were not satisfied by the authorities, the Greeks
enrolled en masse in the radical Western Federation of Miners."
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In September of 1912, a militant strike was launched with the
unanimous participation of the Greeks, demanding the expulsion
of the "czar of the Greeks," Leonidas Skliris. Soon the strike
expanded throughout the wider region unifying workers of diverse
nationalities, who were exploited by their respective padrones. In
October, 600 Greeks in Nevada joined the protest. Under the pres-
sure of the mobilizations, Skliris left the area and despite the fact
that the other demands of the strikers were not met, the end of his
regime marks the decline of the padronage dominance in the
region. 72

The Struggles of the Working Class and the Industrial Workers of the World

While the padrone system was the source of discontent in the
American West, the militancy of the strike was also influenced by
a revolutionary worker union that operated in opposition to the
conservative American Federation of Labor. The basic goal of the
radical labor movement of the American West was the unification
of all workers regardless of their ethnic origin or occupation. 73 At
the same time, they were far more militant than the AFL and fre-
quently in the mines of Utah, Nevada and Colorado, violent con-
frontations occurred. Unionism was not always recognized as
legitimate and unions generally were confronted by strong resist-
ance from employers. The interests of "industrial feudalism" 74

were protected by armed private guards and triggered strikes of
direct action under the influence of an abstract ideological position
that combined aspects of utopian socialism, anarchism and prim-
i tivism.75

The main force, in this direction, was the Industrial Workers
of the World (IWW), representing the most radical elements of
the working class and leading a number of militant strike actions
from their founding in 1905 until their decline in the 1920s. 76

Product of the peculiar conditions of American capitalist develop-
ment, the IWW expressed the class interests of the unskilled
worker under banners such as "an injury to one, is an injury to all."
As a result of this political prioritization, the IWW influenced
large number of immigrants, giving birth to their radicalization,
a circumstance that was recognized later even by the American
communist Left.77
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The organization's immediate anti-capitalistic rhetoric, a com-
bination of the most radical traditions of the American working-
class movement with a deterministic faith in a society where
wealth would belong to its producers, appealed to the exploited
immigrant workers. The militant forms of action, the denial of
parliamentary system, the ability to trigger subsequent solidarity
strikes and the endless mobility of their leading functionaries from
region to region consolidated the IWW in the conservative col-
lective consciousness as the main carrier of social upheaval. The
history of the American working-class movement of the early
twentieth century is to an extent identified with the actions of this
organization, which transformed discontent into action. 78

There is considerable evidence linking the IWW with the
Greek workers who participated in strikes during the social
upheavals of 1910-1915.79 For instance, in the Bingham strike of
1912 a certain Louis Theos (Theodoropoulos) is mentioned as a
strike organizer, affiliated with the Industrial Workers of the
World.8° At the same period, a secret agent operating in the ranks
of the revolutionary organization reported that its leadership pri-
oritized infiltrating the ranks of Greek immigrant workers. 8 '

During 1912 the wood mill workers in Grays Harbor, Wash-
ington decided to abstain from their shifts as a protest against their
working conditions and low wages. 82 The Greek workers, who had
initially come to the region as strike breakers, comprised the fore-
front of the strike, which was escalated with the addition of more
radical demands. The local press characterized it as the IWW-
Greek Strike and Greeks participated in the strike committee,
which was set up by the IWW. The final defeat of the workers was
accompanied with a pogrom against several hundred Greek work-
ers, a fact that confirms their active participation in the events.
Their leading figures were forced to abandon the area permanently
after a decision of the governor that prohibited their reemploy-
ment. 83 In the words of a local newspaper article, "They [the
Greeks) were led into the strike by about forty of their number
who were members of the IWW.""

Involvement of Greek workers is also traced during a major
confrontation between strikers and capital that took place in
Lawrence, Massachusetts in 1912. The arrival of Greeks in the
region concurred with the expansion of the textile mills, which
since the late nineteenth century had generated enormous profits.
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The rampant development of capitalistic profitability created con-
tinuously increasing needs for a cheap working force. Conse-
quently, the textile centers of Massachusetts became popular
destinations for thousands of new immigrants, making the region
one of the most overpopulated in the United States. Workers often
were housed in temporary sheds for which they paid a substantial
sum to their employers. The average working time in the mills
exceeded 56 hours per week, yet wages were far below the poverty
line. Child labor also was a common practice as evidenced in var-
ious statistics, including the grim finding that the mortality rate
among children under six years of age was extremely high."

The accumulated dissatisfaction and the further reduction of
wages in January of 1912 initiated a mammoth strike wave in the
textile mills of the region. 86 During the prolonged confrontation,
the IWW coordinated the diverse ethnic communities that con-
stituted the working force, unifying them on the base of their
material interests. In the words of R. W. Childs, the Lawrence
strike was a case where "the melting pot boils over." 87 At the peak
of the protests, over twenty thousand workers were mobilized, on
a daily basis, walking in the streets of Lawrence in order to prevent
the arrival of strike breakers. The IWW launched a body of dele-
gates representing more than 25 ethnic communities, while at the
same time they organized solidarity campaigns all over the coun-
try. After two months of violent clashes, which were escalated with
the death of two strikers, an Italian woman and a Syrian man, the
American Woollen Company announced its intention to negotiate
with the workers. The final satisfaction of the strikers' demands,
among these a wage rise and abolition of the premium system,
marked a major success in the history of the American working-
class movement.

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a legendary IWW speaker, refers in
her memoirs to the Greek participation in the strike. According to
Flynn, the solidarity between the workers was so intense that
"Greek and Turks and Armenians . . . marched arm-in-arm in the
picket line."88 Moreover, the verses of a popular song of the revo-
lutionized workers confirm that the stereotype of the Greek strike
breaker was not the case in the Lawrence strike:

In the good old picket line, in the good old picket line
The workers are from every place, from nearly every clime
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The Greeks and Poles are out so strong, and the Germans all
the time

But we want to see more Irish in the good old picket line. 89

Immediately after the end of the Lawrence strike, Greek work-
ers in cotton mills in the region launched a new series of labor
protests. The most important was the one in Lowell, a city once
named "the Manchester of America." Greeks composed an impor-
tant element of the city's work force, amounting to fifteen percent
of the total population. 9° Flynn, again working as. an IWW organ-
izer, relates in her autobiography how she convinced the Greek
workers to join the strike after a mass meeting at a Greek Ortho-
dox Church. Her translator conveyed the message of the IWW and
soon the Greeks "became the backbone of the second strike, which
was speedily won." 91

The strikes in the American West were far more violent but
less successful in achieving their demands. A legendary incident
with substantial Greek presence took place in 1913-14 in the Col-
orado mines. The involvement of the numerous Greek coal miners
of the region was a crucial factor in the outbreak of the strike,
which unified workers from 21 nationalities. Workers from Crete
constituted the majority of the armed strike guard and a leading
figure in the protest was Louis Tikas (Ilias Spantidakis) a somewhat
Americanized Cretan. 92 Violence escalated from the very begin-
ning and the Colorado National Guard was called to restore order.
On the twentieth of April 1914, a day after the Orthodox Easter,
the Guard attacked the strikers' settlement in Ludlow, setting off
a major confrontation with the armed Greeks. The torching of the
workers' tent colony resulted in the death of 13 women and chil-
dren, raising the total number of casualties to 66. 93 Tikas, who had
become a local organizer for the United Mine Workers of Amer-
ica, was shot deliberately by Guardsmen due to his prominent role.

The Ludlow massacre aroused public outrage against the Col-
orado Fuel and Iron Company, owned by the Rockefeller family. A
governmental examination soon followed." Thousands of fellow
workers and compatriots attended Tikas' funeral, and his death
became part of the collective memory of the American labor move-
ment. Several years later, a Greek attorney in Denver, Nikias
Calogeras, in a still unpublished report about the local commu-
nity, stressed the bonds between the unions and the workers, "Our
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coal miners are members of the Coal Miners Union and participate
in the strikes. Everyone knows of the assassination of the leader of
the Greeks, Louis Tikas, in the 1913 strike in Colorado. The
Greeks supported the Union till the end." 95

The above episodes, where the primordial immigrant frustra-
tion met the activist radicalism of the Industrial Workers of the
World, are not the only ones. Greek participation is witnessed in
a series of strikes as in the agricultural fields of California in 1913;
in the steel industry at McKees Rocks, Pittsburgh, in 1909; and
in the iron mines of Mesabi, Minnesota, in 1916. 96 In all these
cases, harsh working conditions led to actions of resistance under
the influence and guidance of the IWW

The bonds between the Greek community and the IWW were
not confined to the picket lines. A number of radicalized workers
participated in the organization as functionaries and propaganda
agents. Even though no Greek-language newspaper was ever pub-
lished by the IWW, there are strong indications of the IWW's
presence in the ranks of Greek immigrants. For many of them,
association with the IWW was the preliminary stage of their polit-
ical self-consciousness and their involvement in the revolutionary
Left.

A case in point is Demosthenes Nicas, a labor organizer of the
American Communist Party during the interwar period, who was
influenced by the IWW when he first settled in the New World. 97

He joined the IWW in Philadelphia and later became active in the
Amalgamated Industrial Hotel Workers Union in New York until
1919, when the first communist nuclei appeared in the United
States. Narrating his life to Dan Georgakas, he refers to a fellow
Greek worker who convinced him to join with the following
argument, "They [IWW) are going to save us. This is the organi-
zation that is going to confront the capitalists and get us an eight-
hour day and a week's vacation."98

Similar accounts describing the transition from the IWW to
the communist Left are recorded in the primary sources of the
period. One of the main columnists of the radical newspaper H
Ocovij zou Egyaroo, George Katsiolis, repeatedly attacked the
"counter-revolutionary tactics" of the IWW, admitting, however,
that he had been a member for quite a long time. 99 Although he
writes that he left the IWW in 1919, he still appears in 1921 in
the columns of the Industrial Pioneer, the official organ of the Indus-
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trial Workers of the World, as the author of an essay on the con-
dition of the Greek labor movement. In his report, which he co-
signed with a certain Joe Marko, Katsiolis presents the Greek
communist movement in a favorable way, predicting that the
workers will "expropriate the bourgeoisie and establish permanent
industrial communism." 1 °°

In the same issue of the Industrial Pioneer, Joe Marko gives a
detailed account of the development of capitalism in the Near East
and the appearance of the working-class movement in the region.
Using Zinoviev's position on the Eastern Question as a departing
point, Marko enters into a discussion of the main production units
of the area in connection with the appearance of capitalism. He
refers to Greek workers as participants in the American proletariat
struggles drawing attention to the efforts of the IWW among the
"new immigrants." He also associates the philosophers of classical
antiquity, "the biggest men of all the East," to the Western
thinkers of the revolutionary camp, predicting that the workers of
the East will embrace the message of industrial unionism. 1 °1

By 1923 the influence of the Industrial Workers of the World
had declined markedly. Nevertheless, it still had supporters in the
ranks of the Greek immigrants. When Katsiolis, for instance,
launched a serious attack on the IWW, G. Liakos, the secretary of
the Greek Federation of the Worker's Party in San Francisco
replied in H Ocovtj zoo Egarou, pointing out that instead of pas-
sionate condemnations one should try; to demonstrate the actual
differences between pure syndicalism and communism. In his
counter-article, Liakos among others mentions that a circle of
Greek supporters of the IWW in Seattle had read Katsiolis' unjus-
tified attack and "ripped the newspaper in frustration." 102

Furthermore, H Ocovtj zoo Eeycirou reports the arrest of the
immigrant Panos Makris in San Francisco during a strike of ship-
workers, initiated by the IWW.'° 3 H Oon'tj Too Eeyciroo also pub-
lished an appeal made at a public meeting in New York City by
Greek sailors and longshoreman who belonged to the IWW ask-
ing Greeks not to act as strike breakers.'" This ambivalence of the
communist Left towards the IWW is understandable, since the
former cooperated in the working-class movement with the latter
for a long period. i° 5

That the IWW retained influence on Greek workers is further
confirmed by a resolution taken in the Third Congress of the Greek
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Federation of the Workers Party. In a separate motion the Greek
immigrant communists addressed a call to "the honest and revo-
lutionary elements . . . of the Industrial Workers of the World.. .
to accede in the ranks of our Party and participate in the revolu-
tionary struggle.'P 106

By the mid-1920s, however, as the vitality of the IWW organ-
ization waned, its impact on Greek workers lessened. The success
of the Bolsheviks undermined the influence of "pure syndicalism"
and permanently altered the balance of power within the Ameri-
can revolutionary movement. The IWW fought back with a Greek
language brochure that summarized the character of the IWW in
the rhetoric of radical syndicalism. The brochure, bearing the title
Tt Elva! ro IS2S2, at Aexal Too, or Zssozoi zoo, or Mgeoboi room insists on
the necessity of economic struggles and denounces any call for
attempts to gain political power. At the same period, two other
pamphlets were published in Greek. 108 All of these brochures had
initially been published in English and then translated into vari-
ous languages, a publishing pattern that suggests the existence of
a network of Greek supporters and potential recruits.

The ties between Greek immigrants and the IWW should not
lead us to misconceptions as to the real balance of forces, equally
falsified as Burgess' conservative assumptions that Greeks "care
naught for labor nor the IWW." 1 °9 The Industrial Workers of the
World were not the main expression of Greek radicalism in the
New World and they did not enjoy overall support in the masses
of working-class immigrants.u° This had to do, of course, with the
nature of the organization, which did not emphasize the recruit-
ment of members per se, but the incitement of militant actions of
resistance. In the words of E. G. Flynn, "Workers passed through
the IWW—but they did not stay." 111 The simplifying anti-capi-
talist rhetoric, militancy and the denouncement of politics in
favour of the "working-class interests" certainly fanned the flames
of immigrant discontent. On the other hand, its rejection of polit-
ical action created an inherent limitation, especially when the
immigrants demanded in their radicalization an overall political
platform and not just a conveyor of dissatisfaction. 112 After 1917,
the foundation of the first Worker's Republic provided the justifi-
cation for political struggle, rendering the IWW perspective irrel-
evant to the vast majority of revolutionary activists.
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Immigrants and the American Left

The early history of the American Left is interwoven with the
immigration phenomenon. The "old immigrants," many of them
revolutionaries that fled after the defeat of the 1848 social
upheavals, imported Marxism to the United States and constituted
the bulk of the scattered radical organizations that appeared in the
late nineteenth century. The incorporation of the "new immi-
grants" into the socialist movement was far more complex. Despite
the unification of the revolutionary and reformist forces under the
banner of the Socialist Party (SP) in 1901, the SP initially did not
target its propaganda to the newcomers. Even more, reflecting the
prevailing anti-immigrant sentiments that dominated the labor
movement, a strong tendency within the party advocated the
adoption of restrictive laws on immigration. Consequently the
"new immigrants" were virtually excluded from the ranks of the
party iii

The leadership of the SP in 1908 maintained that "the work-
ers of such countries [underdeveloped capitalism) have shown
themselves as a body, to be unapproachable with the philosophy
of socialism." ' 14 Even though the internationalist left wing oppo-
sition challenged such notions, it was only after 1910 that "new
immigrants" were admitted to the ranks of the party. Up to that
point, immigrants from areas with strong revolutionary tradition
had formulated independent socialist groups on an ethnic-lan-
guage basis, while actively participating in the working-class
movement."s Their enrollment in the SP after 1910 was a crucial
factor for the radicalization of the SP, since the working class char-
acter of the newcomers reinforced the more revolutionary ten-
dencies.

The fragmented appearance of socialism in Greece had ham-
pered the formation of a strong organization among Greek immi-
grants of the sort that appeared among Russians or Italians. The
Greek Federation of the American Socialist Party was set up only
in 1917, and its creation marks a new high point of radical organ-
ization among this ethnic community. This belated formation
was primarily due to the position of the SP towards Greek work-
ers. In 1908, a year of economic crisis for the American economy,
a delegate to the Socialist Party's Congress referred to the Greeks
as a group similar to the demonized Japanese workers.' 16 Even if
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we think of this statement as an isolated or individual comment,
the fact remains that the SF did not attempt to influence Greek
workers.

Greek Immigrants and the Socialist Movement of Greece

The emergence of Greek immigrant radicalism, in fact, was
less linked to the IWW and the SP than to the activities of the
proto-socialist organizations in the ethnic center, particularly the
best-known thinkers of that movement, Nikolaos Giannios and
Platon Drakoulis.' 17 Small groups of immigrant workers main-
tained contact with Greek socialist initiatives, but did not
approach organizations of the American Left. Despite this fact, it
was from the ranks of these isolated groups of supporters of Gian-
nios and Drakoulis that the Greek branches of the Socialist Labor
Party (SLP) and later the Greek Federation of the Socialist Party
evolved. Researching the socialist press of the ethnic center dur-
ing this period allows me to place the genesis of Greek immigrant
socialism in the end of the first decade of the twentieth century.

'Eecuva [Research), a journal published first at Oxford and
later in Athens by Drakoulis, announced to its readers in 1910 that
"We were glad to hear that branches of this League [League of
Greek Workers) have been formed in America." 118 This comment
is the first known recorded reference to an organized socialist
group among Greek immigrants. More information of this kind
can be found in the columns of Erevna in 1911, when the journal
was transformed to a newspaper under the ephemeral cooperation
between Giannios and Drakoulis. During its short period of pub-
lication, this socialist newspaper printed interesting articles bear-
ing on the ideological quests of the immigrants and frequently
published their letters in which they depicted their experiences.

The first reports and correspondence from the transatlantic
readers of 'Eeeuva were published in its second issue (25/11/1911).
George Livas, who described himself as a "plain socialist," informs
the editors that his comrades had assigned him to follow the devel-
opments in the revolutionary movement of the ethnic center." 9

Livas represents the familiar pattern of a self-educated proletarian
correspondent of an ethnic center's socialist press. Yet, his frequent
reports about the American political scene, with a profound inter-
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est in the congresses of the SP, are to an extent mere reproduction
of journalistic information.

Other immigrants, however, combined their personal beliefs
with more extrovert activities, which eventually led to the foun-
dation of socialist cells supporting the policies of the Greek Social-
ist Party and the League of the Greek Workers. The name of
Spyridon M. Metaxas appears with a remarkable frequency in the
columns of 'Eeeuva. 12° Metaxas had settled in Savannah, Georgia,
where he led several initiatives for the support of the Greek social-
ist movement, collecting contributions and subscriptions for 'Eee-
ova, and ordering propaganda leaflets. In his first letter to the
newspaper, he stated that he had been a councilman in the island
of Cefallonia but had been forced to abandon his position and emi-
grate after a confrontation with a local "capitalist." 121 In February
of 1912, his compatriot Menelaos Tzakis,' 22 a barber by profes-
sion, informed 'Eeeuva that "thanks to the efforts of Metaxas, we
are a few but well educated socialists studying 'Eeeuva and there-
fore we form a branch of the League and enroll in the Greek Social-
ist Party. ,,123

A similar announcement appeared in 'Eeeuva several months
later,'24 according to which a group of immigrant workers had cre-
ated a Socialist Working Association in San Francisco. The infor-
mation was based on a report of the Greek newspaper California,u 5

from which it was reprinted without any omissions. The initial
group numbered 17 immigrants, but 'Eeeuva states that in the
meantime their number had doubled and the group had become
affiliated with the League of the Greek Workers. In the declaration
of the radicalized workers, published by Kakpoevia [California), are
plans for English-language night lessons, the creation of a musical
and a theatrical team, and a variety of other cultural activities which
would take place in the Greek coffee-house Av6e0coarc [Restora-
tion]. Even though we do not have any information about the out-
come of this ambitious effort, it is noteworthy that Drakoulis' small
organization—formed in 1909—could claim at least two transat-
lantic branches on the coasts of the two oceans and one in Min-
neapolis, the activities of which were publicized once in 'Eeeuva.
During its short life-span, this proto-socialist newspaper was avail-
able in New York, at a Greek bookshop on Madison Street.

When 'Eeeuva circulated again as a journal in 1913, after a dis-
pute between Giannios and Drakoulis, it published an analytical

30	 JOURNAL OF THE HELLENIC DIASPORA



list of supporters of the Greek Socialist Party in America with the
comment that they contributed financially to the activities of the
party. 126 This index includes more than 50 names. Among them
are Alexandros Krikos, a labor writer, and Peter Tsistinas and
Iakovos Kazavis, both of whom later became well known activists
in the immigrant radical movement.

The correspondents, as a rule, describe their efforts to establish
socialist groups. Their ideas, tinted by abstract anticapitalism,
combined with a teleological faith in the development of society,
echoed the current trends in the socialist camp. The ideological
attributes that Kostis Moskov, an astute reader of early Greek
socialism, assigned to Drakoulis, could be easily applied to his fol-
lowers in the United States as well, "In his ideology one can detect
the theosophical impact of Theofilos Kairis, and at the same time
that of the Fabbian Society and later that of Leon Tolstoy, with the
dominance of the positivistic humanism influence ever so pres-
ent." 27

For decades the vast areas of the American interior and the lin-
ear development of industrialism lured utopian socialists. Drak-
oulis, for one, at the end of the nineteenth century had envisaged
the establishment of an exemplary state in the American conti-
nent. 128 His conviction that "the first major decisive confrontation
between the working class and the plutocracy" 129 would take place
in the USA was common in the ranks of European socialists.
Bebel's prediction that the Americans would be "the first to usher
in a Socialist republic" expressed the certainty that the develop-
ment of capitalism would eventually lead to the adoption of com-
munal social organization.' 3°

The radicalized Greek immigrants recognized the potential
revolutionary tendencies of the New World, but declined to join
the parties of the American Left. At the time, they sustained the
dream of permanent repatriation and this determined their attach-
ment to the political developments of the ethnic center. This ten-
dency is reflected, to an extent, in 'Epeuva as well, when its editor
comments that "only after the immigration experience . . . rea-
soned people come to Greece," implying that the repatriated
would bring new and fresh ideas to their home country. 131

Despite this political orientation, 'Eeeuva makes several refer-
ences to the working conditions of the immigrants. In "Thoc
votiv ot Eeyercat liocc ev Ap.semir [How our Workers Fare in
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America), an industrial worker describes the difficulties of his set-
tlement and the economic causes of his emigration. In his descrip-
tion, the unnamed worker focuses mostly on the various
discriminations against the Greeks, comparing the social status of
his compatriots to that of the gypsies back home.' 32 Such realiza-
tions, however, did not result to a close association with the Amer-
ican socialist and revolutionary movement.

Nevertheless, 'Eeeuva covered the American strikes that were
taking place, especially those in which Greeks were active partic-
ipants. For instance, a correspondent, in his report of the 1912
strike in San Diego, refers to the Industrial Workers of the World,
pointing out that Greek workers were active, "while previously
they were regarded as hostile to strikes. This conversion is associ-
ated with the influence of 'Eeevva." 133 A more indicative case,
where Greek followers of Drakoulis were involved in class strug-
gles on American soil, is the strike at Grays Harbor, Washington,
in 1912. The description of the events in 'Eeeuva confirms the
information that we have discussed earlier. 'Eeeuva notes that over
300 Greek workers were deported from the region. Moreover, dur-
ing the strike Greek socialists organized a public meeting with the
help of Caroline Nelson and the famous author and ardent social-
ist Austin Lewis. In this meeting, before an audience of more than
300, the speakers referred to the political activities of the League
of Greek Workers and tried to rouse the class consciousness of the
workers. 134

Even during this strike on the coastline of the Pacific, the
Greek socialists prioritized the recruitment of members for the
organization of their ethnic center. This illustrates on the one side
the incomplete process of assimilation of the immigrants and on
the other it highlights the deficiencies of the traditional American
Left. Simultaneously, it cannot be disputed that the influence of
the innovative IWW, multiethnic strikes, and above all, the real-
ization of the permanent character of their stay in the US gradu-
ally led circles of radicalized workers to associate with groups of
the American Left.

In 1911 'Eeeuva published a letter from Anastasios Papas, a
worker in Minneapolis, written in English because the author
could not write in Greek.' 35 Three years later, the same individual
appears in the columns of The International Socialist Review with an
article titled "Greek Workers in America." Papas depicts the harsh
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working conditions, censuring reactionaries and the stereotype of
the Greek strike breaker. The example of Louis Tikas and the
involvement of other Greeks in a series of strikes strengthened his
conviction "that they make some noble fighters in the class con-
flict. How true the words of Karl Marx seem 'Capitalism creates
its own grave digger, the proletarian army. ' .136

This article is the first known written appearance of the Greek
immigrant element in the American socialist movement. The
International Socialist Review was at that time a journal associated
with the more radical tendencies of the movement. That it pub-
lished Papas' text means that the Review was seriously interested
in the "new immigrants." 137 The political journey of Papas, who
started out as a contributor to 'Egeuva before becoming active in
the American socialist movement, is typical of a number of indi-
viduals and delineates the transition from Greek proto-socialism
to American politics.

The Socialist Labor Party and Oeyacywatc

A decisive turning point in the history of Greek immigrant
radicalism took place in 1916 in Cincinnati, Ohio, when a small
group of workers organized the first Greek branch of the Socialist
Labor Party (SLP). Despite its limited membership, the SLP has
been characterized as "the first major party of American socialism,"
making at the same time a major contribution to the translation
of Marxist works in English. 138 Founded in 1876, the party's ide-
ology was to a great extent associated with the beliefs of Daniel
DeLeon, an individual whOse presence dominated the political
tendencies of the American Left of the late nineteenth century.
DeLeon insisted on the necessity of adapting Marxism to the con-
ditions of the United States. Due to his theoretical innovations, his
work remained a point of reference for the international revolu-
tionary movement even after his death in 1914.

DeLeon had even impressed Lenin, who thought that the SLP
should become an active participant in the formation of the Third
International. Such a judgement signalled an open recognition of
DeLeon's political contribution. 139 What Lenin ignored was that
the SLP had followed sectarian tactics after 1908, when it decided
to abandon the RM. DeLeon's directives on the one hand and the
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deficiencies and contradictions of the American Left on the other
had led to simplified schemes that isolated the party. The SLP
believed the working-class movement was unfruitful reformism.
Therefore, it advocated the formation of Industrial Councils,
which would eventually "replace" the capitalist organization of
production. In a way, the rhetoric of the SLP combined the revo-
lutionary goals of the IWW and the Lassalean notion of the grad-
ual defeat of capitalism through parliament.

When Louis Fraina wrote a report for the Communist Inter-
national in 1921, in describing the American revolutionary move-
ment he accurately referred to the SLP in the following words:

Moreover the Socialist Labor Party has developed the pecu-
liar concept that the United States is the only country in
which a legal revolution is possible, since the American
constitution 'legalizes' Revolution by providing for its
own amendment. . . . Clinging to its old concepts, and iso-
lated, the SLP has no conception of the dynamic progress
of the proletarian revolution in action."°

Despite its "peculiar" political program, the SLP radicalized
workers and enjoyed noticeable support among "new immigrants"
from the Balkans. The similarities to IWW rhetoric apparently
appealed to young workers seeking the rationalization of indus-
trial society. Immigrants from Yugoslavia and Bulgaria were solid
supporters of the SLP as indicated by the long lived publication of
two newspapers (Radnicka Borba and Rabotnicheska Prosveta). 141

The Greek radicals of Cincinnati were associated with their
Balkan fellow workers in various workplaces, leading to the for-
mation in 1916 of a Greek branch of the SLP. This assumption is
strengthened by considering the personal itinerary of Peter Tsisti-
nas, the leading figure of the Greek branch. Born in Kastoria, he
immigrated first to Serbia in 1898 and later to the United States,
where he settled in Cincinnati. His name appears as early as 1911
in 'Eeetva, where he occasionally translated from Serbian revolu-
tionary leaflets and collected contributions from both Greeks and
Serbs.

The obituary of Tsistinas states he had been a member of the
South Slavonian Federation of the SLP, an association that con-
firms his contact with Serbian workers and their influence on his
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political decisions. 142 In a letter to Nicolaos Giannios, dated in
March of 1916, he informs the Greek proto-socialist leader that
he reads the Bulgarian revolutionary journal Novo Vreme. Further-
more, he describes the situation in Cincinnati, stating that, "We
have a Greek Socialist league branch of the Socialist Labor Party
with around 20 members. Lacking, though, books or newspaper
it is very difficult to go ahead." 143 Such ethnic organizing on
socialist lines was not unusual as Cincinnati had been one of the
main strongholds of the SLP as early as the end of the nineteenth
century.' 44

Scarcely a year had passed after Tsistinas' letter, before Oeyciv-
cocnc, the Greek official organ of the Socialist Labor Party, was
launched. Given that Oeycipcourc was the first Greek socialist news-
paper in the United States, its publication initiated a new phase in
the history of Greek immigrant radicalism. The existence of this
newspaper has rarely been noted by researchers, and it was widely
believed that no issues had survived."5 Fortunately, I have been
able to acquire a series of extant issues, allowing me to get a sense
of the activities of Greeks associated with the SLP.

The first issue of Oeycivcoacc appeared in August, 1917 and was
circulated from Cincinnati as a monthly newspaper. No issues
from that particular time survive and consequently the informa-
tion available on the Cincinnati period is scarce. Shortly after its
founding, however, the paper moved to Detroit, where it was pub-
lished every ten days. Finally, from 1920 onwards Oeycivcourc was
printed in the Greek printing establishment of Divry in New
York, with an office in Brooklyn. During its publication in New
York, Oeyrimak- was a bimonthly of four pages. No issue has sur-
faced announcing the demise of Oeycivcoo-tc, but other data strongly
indicates the paper closed its door in the second half of 1924, a
period during which the influence of the SLP among Greek immi-
grants had clearly declined.

Reports sent to Oeycivcoatc by the local branches of SLP provide
information on the main areas of support of the movement. The
more active Greek branches of the SLP operated in Brooklyn,
Chicago, Detroit and Youngstown. But there were supporters and
active individuals in a series of smaller cities, such as Springfield,
Lowell, Zeigler and McKeesport. In these towns, they were operat-
ing within the local SLP branch, trying to establish a Greek
nucleus. The number of members in each branch varied. The con-
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gress "of the Greek branches of the SLP" that was convened in the
last days of 1923 provides an idea of the actual membership.146 The
six representatives who gathered in Youngstown, Ohio came from
five local branches (Chicago, Brooklyn, Detroit, Youngstown and
Zeigler). As each delegate represented 15 members, the total mem-
bership did not exceed 100, even if isolated supporters who did not
belong in an organized branch are taken into consideration.

Oeycivcocrec obviously was not a mainstream publication influ-
encing mass numbers in the Greek immigrant community. Yet,
the functionaries of Oeycivcoatc did not seem to consider the small
number of followers a major problem. On the contrary, they
accepted the fact as an indication of the correctness of their polit-
ical orientation, reasoning that most immigrants were not mature
enough to adopt socialism. The ideological framework for such a
position was provided by SLP doctrine and the example of the Bol-
sheviks was frequently evoked to prove that the vanguard of the
proletariat never enjoyed mass support.

Moreover, the activities and the influence a political party
exerts cannot be measured only by its enrolled members. The
Greek branches of SLP had put their whole energy in gaining a
wide circulation of their newspaper. Although it is difficult to esti-
mate the exact number of readers, 0 eycivcoarc seems to have reached
several hundred. In any case, the activities of the Greek support-
ers of the SLP were an important asset for the party organization,
and it is indicative that the successor of Daniel DeLeon, Arnold
Petersen, mentions the existence of Oeycivcoatc and the Greek
branches in an annual report for the year 1921-1922. 147

Among the members of the Greek branches and the readers of
0 eycimatc the working class element was dominant. This is evident
in the published letters, which invariably refer to the harsh work-
ing conditions and the injustices suffered by immigrant workers.
Further evidence is that one of the criteria set for establishing a
local branch was the presence of at least four wage earners and the
most prominent supporters of the paper were themselves indus-
trial workers and low-wage earners.

Tsistinas, himself, was an autodidact worker having had min-
imal formal education in his native land. Nevertheless, he served
as editor of 0 eycivcoatc for several periods, being constantly in search
of subscribers and financial support. He wrote several columns on
revolutionary issues and on the tactics of the socialist movement,
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mingling in his discourses his own experiences from his everyday
contact with immigrant workers. His knowledge of Croatian and
Serbian enabled him to translate various brochures from the pub-
lications of the SLP into these languages, thereby gaining some
financial support for Oeycivwcw.

The other leading columnists in Oeytivcourc were a certain N. Jef-
ferson, who regularly translated articles from the official organ of the
party, The Weekly People, 148 and P. Koronaios, who launched vituper-
ative attacks against HOcovi zoo Eeycirou, the second Greek socialist
newspaper to appear. Naturally, many columns of ()gamut; were
devoted to the works of Daniel DeLeon, whose overall political con-
tribution was presented in an effusive way. When Lenin died, for
instance, Oeycivcoarc made a striking comparison, "Lenin is standing
in the forefront of the social revolution both as the undisputable
intellectual and political leader of the Russian revolution and sec-
ond to D. DeLeon in the tactics of the international revolutionary
movement."49 Such remarks were indicative of the party's determi-
nation to defend the legacy of its former secretary."'

No wonder then that one of the priorities of the Greek branch
of the SLP was the translation of DeLeon's work into Greek. One
of his most influential speeches, The Burning Question of Trades
Unionism was translated and published in installments in Oeyavcoarc
during 1924. The full text was translated by P. Koronaios and
published separately in 1928, after Oeycimatc had ceased publica-
tion.' 51 This was not the only work of DeLeon that was translated
in Greek. The Detroit and Lynn Greek branches, at their own
expense, had published in 1920 the ZoolakoTtxj AvoixobOptiatc rtic
Kotvcoviac,1Bropiaavrxtjtiftjpoc [The Socialist Restoration of Society,
the Industrial Vote) in the printing facilities of D.C. Divry in New
York. During the same period, two more works of DeLeon were
translated and published: Meraeet;Oitaatc rj Ezavciaractc [Reformism
or Revolution) and BtopixavtxtjEvOrtic [Industrial Unionism). The
identity of the translators remains unknown and it is not clear if
these works had been translated for 0 gycivcoacc.

The first pamphlets of the Greek branch of the Socialist Labor
Party, however, go back to the early period when Ogyavcoatc- was
published in Cincinnati. The first that we know of was Clyde J.
Croubaugh's 0 TleoAercietoc Bra ,uthou rom, Atc'olkov [The Proletarian
Through the Ages). The booklet, issued before 1920, is one of the
first translations of socialist literature by Greek immigrant work-
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ers. Its 16 pages contained a brief historical account of the working
class, which met the needs of the radicals to have a simplifying
propaganda tool to use among Greek immigrants. The advertise-
ment in the front page indicates that Oeycivcoatc- in its early phase
received correspondence at a post office box address in Cincinnati.

The number of copies in which these small books and leaflets
were printed is unknown, but a source for a rough estimate is
found in the letter from Peter Tsistinas to Nikolaos Giannios that
was written in 1916. Tsistinas mentions that he had printed 3,000
copies of Drakulis' H Kowcovia Too MenUovz-oc [The Society of the
Future], reproducing the text from the Greek socialist journal
Ap8riv. 152 Tsistinas leaves the impression that the book was pub-
lished in New York at his own expense, although he was residing
in Cincinnati. The title appears later in the list of books available
through Oeycipcoatc. A printing of 3,000 copies indicates that
socialist literature was being circulated beyond the members and
followers of the various revolutionary groups.

The works of Daniel DeLeon and the columns of Oeycivcourc
share several similarities with the ideas propagated by Greek
proto-socialist intellectuals. The belief in science, as expressed in
DeLeon's famous phrase, "Load your revolutionary ship with the
proper lading of science," 53 is accompanied by a mixture of social-
ist and evolutionary ideas. In this context, the principle policies
were formulated by intellectuals such as DeLeon, Drakoulis and
Giannios, men who devoted their lives to the causes of the work-
ing classes in the belief that they were the ones needed to pave the
way for a better future. The point here is not to minimize the many
differences between Greek and American thinkers, but to demon-
strate that immigrant supporters of Drakoulis and Giannios found
in the SLP a familiar notion of socialism.

The declarations ()gamut; made about the forthcoming eman-
cipation of the wage earners were not accompanied by the devel-
opment of a militant working-class movement. DeLeon's dictum
that fighting for an immediate demand is a "tape worm" in the rev-
olutionary body led to a messianic expectation of the SLP domi-
nance. 154 Being a socialist group, with no clear proposal for the
organization of the working-class movement, the followers of
Oeycimarc- remained isolated. In their case, one could justifiably
apply the assessment Frederic Engels once made of the Socialist
Labor Party as a whole, "They do not understand the theory them-
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selves for the most part and treat it in a doctrinaire and dogmatic
way, as something which has to be learnt off by heart, but which
will then supply all needs without more ado. To them, it is a credo
and not a guide to action."'"

The indifference of Oeycivcoatc towards the working-class move-
ment is reflected in its coverage of the hotel workers strike in New
York in 1924. Although Greek workers were in the forefront of the
protest, Oeycivcoarc condemned the strike action arguing—suppos-
edly on Marxist principles—that strikes help capitalists to lower
the labor cost by recruiting strike breakers. Consequently strikes
have no purpose. The open hostility of Oeycivrocric towards incidents
in which Greek workers were mobilized also reflects its concern for
the emerging influence of the Greek Federation of the Workers
Party among immigrant workers.

The decline of the SLP after DeLeon's death in 1914 was
speeded by a series of developments in the international socialist
movement after the First World War and the Russian Revolution.
More exactly, the balance of forces tipped toward the new Com-
munist Left that had appeared in the United States after 1919. The
publishers of Oeycimatc, following the party line of the SLP, did not
comprehend that their ambiguous position towards Soviet Russia
isolated them from radicalized working class sections. Their justi-
fied belief, that capitalism in the United States was on a different
level of development than czarist Russia, led them to keep a dis-
tance from the Third International"' and to express hostility
towards the emerging American Communist Left. Oeycivcocric
denounced the Workers Party, because it was an organization that
"had its head in Russia and its feet in the United States, imitating
the Russians and utilizing Russian expressions and words."'"

The continuous abusive attacks of Oeycivcoutc against H Ocovii
Too Eeycirou were to no avail. The Greek Federation of the Workers
Party grew in numbers and their newspaper had a wider circula-
tion. A number of immigrants influenced initially by Oeycivcoutc
abandoned DeLeonist principles in favor of the Communist Left.
One Croatian immigrant, who had joined the SLP soon after his
arrival in the United States, opined that "whereas the SLP spent
all of its time talking about socialism, the CP seemed to be actively
pursuing it." 58

The SLP did not have the required flexibility to adapt its poli-
cies to the new situation. Being convinced that it expressed the real
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needs of the American working class, it remained hostile to the
Bolshevik example and expected a quick flowering of the seeds of
"pure Marxism" it had sown. The anonymous contributors of
Oeycivcoutc frequently demonstrated their self-confidence with
statements such as, "The position of our party . . . is always based
on truth and clarity."

Despite such declarations, the influence of the SLP, including
its Greek branches, declined markedly due to its sectarianism and
disbelief towards the Soviet Union. Oeycivoiatc had ceased publica-
tion by 1924, exactly at the point that the Greek immigrant
Communist Left was establishing its dominance. The Greek sup-
porters of the SLP became fewer and less effective. There are some
Greek-language publications in 1930s and a SLP study class was
organized by Tsistinas for Greek speaking workers as late as 1939.
The remaining Greek members of the SLP had summarized in a
somewhat bitter tone their failure to keep their ranks strong to the
end in their introduction of the 1928 translation of DeLeon's The
Burning Question of Trades Unionism:

The faithful in the principles of industrial unionism .. .
fought after the 1908 split up until 1923 with altruism in
order to draw the attention of the working class to the
necessity of organizing for revolution and not for anar-
chosyndicalistic disputes. But in vain! . . . Because of the
indifference of the working class to give life and power to
the movement, in the end they were ,transformed into a
mere propagandistic movement.' 59

Conclusion

Having surveyed the industrial strikes in the American West
with the involvement of a number of Greek workers as members
of the IWW, a series of translated pamphlets on socialism, the sur-
viving correspondence and contacts with the Greek socialist press,
the newspaper Ogycivcomc, and the Greek branches of the Socialist
Labor Party; one wonders what impact these initiatives had on the
Greek ethnic community. Most certainly, the small groups of rad-
ical workers did not influence the Greek immigrant community en
masse, in the way that Finnish, German or Jewish socialists domi-
nated their respective communities. For the vast majority of Greek
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workers, social mobility and personal success remained the main
goal of their immigrant experience, while the Orthodox Church
and the politics of the Old World constituted their dominant ide-
ological and cultural identity. The radicals acknowledged this fact,
despite their pompous and optimistic declarations for the forth-
coming abolition of the wage-slavery system. The difficulty of per-
suading their compatriots is a constant theme in the columns of
Oeydvowtc and the pages of revolutionary pamphlets.

The underdeveloped Greek capitalism and the fragmented
appearance of socialism did not bequeath to the immigrants a rad-
icalized tradition of working-class struggles and revolutionary
policies. The indifference of the American Left and the AFL
towards the new immigrants further hampered the formation of a
mainstream radicalism among the Greek workers. The recognition
of these factors should not lead us, though, to a total misinterpre-
tation regarding the nature of the Greek immigration and their
class position.

Mass immigration to the United States was an exodus of pro-
letarians fleeing from lands ravaged in their majority by poverty
and disease and seeking a refuge in the Promised Land, the lead-
ing capitalist power of the era. After their arrival, the new immi-
grants constituted the backbone of the American working class. 16°
However, revolutionary and subversive ideologies were not domi-
nant among the Greek ethnic community. Class-consciousness
does not operate according to a linear and mathematically pre-
dictable way as Gramsci has demonstrated. 161

Nonetheless, the Greek immigrants' arrival in the United
States marked a sudden transition from a rural economy to the
norms of capitalist production. 162 Industrial capitalism and the
laws that ruled the system were unknown notions for the vast
majority of the newcomers, who not only had to confront exploita-
tion but also a series of problems due to their different cultural and
social backgrounds. Experience, of course, provided the necessary
information on how the wage earning system works and the con-
sequences if one does not appear at the factory gate on time in the
morning. The socialist movement, on the other hand, provided
analytical tools for a deeper comprehension of capitalism. The
appeal of socialist ideas to circles of Greek workers should be
attributed to this point. Worth noting in this regard is that a sig-
nificant number of participants in the various organizations of the
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American Left did not have any previous involvement in the Greek
socialist movement. For them the adoption of socialism was a con-
sequence of their entry into modernity.

Despite their small numbers, the Greek immigrant radicals
distributed revolutionary literature to a wide audience and fought
for the class-consciousness of their compatriots. The translation of
Marxists such as Daniel DeLeon is an important factor in the his-
tory of Greek socialism as a whole, considering the lack of transla-
tions of foreign revolutionary literature in Greece. Not
surprisingly, a series of translated works were sent to the homeland
and some copies remain in various Greek libraries to this day. The
efforts to understand the norms of capitalist production were
accompanied by an educational process. Even in the era of isolated
radical workers' groups, one of the main goals was the education
of their members.

The Greek workers associated with radical organizations expe-
rienced what Steve Nelson, a Croatian member of the SLP and later
of the CPUSA, recollects from his early stages of involvement with
the American Left:

He [a Serb immigrant) told me how much some of the
biggest industrialists earned and what this kind of money
could buy. It was simply fantastic. He asked if I would like
to read some things that explained how all this was possi-
ble. . . . It was in this way that my discovery of socialism,
as a way of understanding my own experience, became
interwoven with a more general thirst of knowledge. 163

The revolutionaries of Ogycivcoarc not only published the works
of DeLeon, they also translated from English, in installments and
later in a book, 0 Apyueotic Zraoetic o StYlooeyk TIN Narcreer [The
Silver Cross or The Carpenter of Nazareth) (1923), the "proletar-
ian novel" of Eugene Sue. Moreover, through the Opycivcoarc net-
work they sold editions of popularizing handbooks concerning
science, hygiene, and history.

For the immigrant populations originating from Southern and
Eastern Europe, Marxism and socialism operated in an enlighten-
ing way. Moreover, the participation of these immigrants in the
working-class movement and the Left paved the way for their
organic assimilation in the structures of American society. I do not
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think it would be productive to indulge in the historiographical
debate on whether immigrants were "uprooted" or 'transplanted"
and if ethnic cultures were a form of resistance to capitalist oppres-
sion. 164 My departing point is that the adoption of radical politics
should be interpreted as a profound response to capitalism and at
the same as a coping strategy. In this regard, I find extremely use-
ful James Barrett's concept that "immigrant workers constructed
their own identities, embracing those perspectives and ideas that
made sense to them, rejecting those that seemed to beat odds with
what they recognized as reality. "165

Involvement in a labor union or a radical group not only made
sense in an era of major confrontation between capital and labor, it
brought the Greek immigrants into contact with other ethnic
communities and American citizens. In many cases the collapse of
ethnic ties was the force that enabled radical actions to prevail. For
many, "the dream of American equality came true in the Left
Wing, where they were received without prejudice and given a
means of political expression." 166 In this way, the immigrant rad-
icals were incorporated in the developments of American politics
and they targeted their strategies and actions to their American
present. The comparison between Oeycivwcric, for instance, and the
main ethnic newspapers, Arilavric and E0votOc Ktjet4" is striking. In
the latter, the cover-pages were as a rule devoted exclusively to the
politics of the Old World and the immigrants were called upon to
form local branches supporting either Venizelos or the monarchy.
Oeycivcoatc, in contrast, advocated the need of active participation
in the American economic, social and political life. This distinc-
tion does not imply an evaluative judgement, but demonstrates
the difference in perspective.

The orientation of the immigrant radicals towards the politics
of the United States was also due to a more theoretical approach of
the immigration phenomenon. In the words of Lenin, "No one
who is unobsessed with nationalist prejudices can fail to perceive
that this process of assimilation of nations [immigration to the
United States] by capitalism signifies the greatest historical
progress, the breakdown of hidebound national conservatism." 167

This observation does not deny the inner contradictions of the pio-
neering radical groups. While they advocated the necessity of
adapting to American reality, immigrant radicalism was organized
on an ethnic basis.
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It is, of course, difficult to make overall judgements of the rad-
ical organizations that belonged in the period of the proto-social-
ist efforts. The small numbers of supporters and the fréquently
local character of their initiatives hamper the possibility of an
explanatory and analytical model. Most certainly, however, this
phase served as a preparatory phase for a more widespread radical-
ism among the Greek immigrants, namely the Communist Left.
Although this was not a linear or continuous process, the emer-
gence of the Greek Federation of the Socialist and later the Work-
ers Party coincides with the decline of the Industrial Workers of
the Warld and the Socialist Labor Party. From that point on, the
nature of Greek radicalism in the United States changes.

The 1920s was a transforming decade not only for the revolu-
tionaries, but also for the ethnic community as a whole.' 68 The
adoption of American citizenship and the gradual social mobility
of certain strata change the community's dynamics and this was
reflected in the rhetoric of the Greek immigrant Left. H Ocuvii rou
Eeycirou in 1924 was renamed EureOc, because its readers no longer
identified themselves solely with the working class. In this transi-
tional period, the Greek American Communists gradually gained
ground and in the 1930s the economic depression and the Popular
Front tactics established the Communists as an important political
power within the community. These developments were not cre-
ated in void. Their roots lie in the radical pioneering efforts at
"class-consciousness" that took place in the early twentieth century.
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immigrants amounted to 1.5% of the total Greek population. Malafouris,
tiveg rric Apptxi c, p. 93. The proportion was much higher in the ranks of the
active productive force of the country reaching 25%. Konstantinos Tsoukalas,
Erciertiori mat Avaxaeaywyli, o Kamm.* Pao; row Exxarbeoz-adov Mtizaysapthv arriv
ElAaa (1830-1922) [Dependency and Reproduction, the Social Role of the Edu-
cational Mechanisms in Greece, 1830-19221 (Athens, 1982), p. 148.

1 °H Btorta9 [The Everyday Struggle), no. 3 (1908), p. 69.
"The response of the official state to the phenomenon and some of the

measures, which in reality had no effect, are presented in Theodore Saloutos, The
Greeks in the United States (Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1964), pp. 37-43.

12The transition from agrarian societies to the United States is a subject
discussed at length in the historiography of immigration. Several trends and
approaches have appeared in the field, but probably the most influential works
were written by Oscar Handlin, The Uprooted, the Epic Story of the Great Migra-
tions that Made the American People (Boston, 1951) and John Bodnar, The Trans-
planted, a History of Immigrants in Urban America (Bloomington, 1985).

13Tsoukalas, Ercierrial xatAvarapaywyrj, p. 130.
"For the restriction policies towards immigrants from Far East and Asia

see Entry Denied, Exclusion and the Chinese Community on America, 1882-1943, ed.
Sucheng Chan (Philadelphia, 1991).

"Emory S. Bogardus, Immigration and Race Attitudes (New York, 1928), p.
25. It must be stated that the survey in no case is a representative one and it is
used here only as an indication.
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"The violent incidents against Greek immigrants are to an extent associ-
ated with economic antagonism in a local level. For the anti-immigrant senti-
ment see John Higham, 'Strangers in the Land, Patterns of American Nativism,
1860-1925 (New York, 1974). See also Mathew Frye Jacobson, Whiteness of a
Different Color, European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race (Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, 1999).

"The term "new immigration" describes the immigration wave between
1880 and 1920. The "new immigrants" came from Southern and Eastern
Europe in contrast with the "old immigrants" who originated from Western
Europe and settled in the United States in the middle of the nineteenth century.
A traditional account of the characteristics of the "new immigrants" can be
found in Dinnerstein and Reimers, Ethnic Americans (New York, 1977), pp. 36-
55 .

"For the period 1899-1910, the percentage of males among Greek immi-
grants exceeded 96%, Saloutos, The Greeks, p. 45. 85% of them were unskilled
workers, the third highest percentage among all immigrant groups, see, Alice
Kessler-Harris and Virginia Yans-McLaughlin, "European Immigrant Groups"
in Essays and Data on American Ethnic Groups, ed. Thomas Sowell (Washington,
D.C., 1978), p. 117.

"For the period 1900-1908, Greek immigrants had at their disembarka-
tion at Ellis Island an average of twenty-nine dollars. Malafouris, EAkivec rtic
Axel*, p. 113.

"The first academic publication devoted exclusively to Greek immigrants
is dated in 1909. Grace Abbott, a liberal sociologist from the "Chicago School,"
published her preliminary investigation of the working and living conditions
of the Greeks in Chicago. Grace Abbott, "A Study of the Greeks of Chicago,"
The American Journal of Sociology 15 (1909), pp. 379-393.

21 Henry Pratt Fairchild, Greek Immigration to the United States (New Haven,
1911). The dissertation was submitted at Yale University for the acquisition of
the "Doctor of Philosophy in connection with the Department of Anthropol-
ogy."

22See, for instance, Richmond Mayo Smith, Emigration and Immigration, a
Study in Social Science (New York, 1890) and E.A. Ross, The Old World in the New
(New York, 1914). According to the latter, the agricultural economy of South-
ern and Eastern Europe implied that immigrants from these regions were
"oxlike men . . . descendants of those who always stayed behind." The above
quotation appears in Major Problems in American Immigration and Ethnic History,
ed. Jon Gjerde (Boston and New York, 1998), p. 284.

23Thomas Burgess, Greeks in America, an Account of their Coming, Progress,
Customs, Living, and Aspirations with an Historical Introduction and the Stories of
Some Famous American-Greeks (Boston, 1913). For a detailed and insightful
account of the Chicago sociologist tradition see Stow Persons, Ethnic Studies in
Chicago, 1905-1945 (Urbana, 1987). A satisfactory overview is also given by
Gary Gerstle, "The Protean Character of American Liberalism," The American
Historical Review 99 (1994), pp. 1066-1067.

24A periodization of the various histories concerning the Greeks in the
United States is found in Charles C. Moskos, Jr., "Greek American Studies" in
Reading Greek America, Studies in the Experience of Greeks in the United States, ed.
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Spyros D. Orfanos, (New York, 2002), pp. 23-62. See also, Ioanna Laliotou,
"Migrating Greece: Historical Enactments of Migration in the Culture of the
Nation" (unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Florence, 1998), pp. 194-215.

25J.P. Xenidis, The Greeks in America (New York, 1922).
26The term "national schism" describes the division of the Greek society

into Venizelists and Royalists. The tension between the two groups was inau-
gurated during the First World War and was intensified with the Asia Minor
expedition. It is indicative of the intensity of the division that the Greek press
in America was created on the basis of this antithesis. The two newspapers with
the biggest circulation were the Royalist ArAavric [Atlantis) and the Venizelist
Eevtu6s-14por[National Herald). For the development of the Greek ethnic press,
see Victor Papacosma, "The Greek Press in America," ,Journal of the Hellenic Dias-
pora 5 (1979), pp. 45-61.

27"Individualism that characterizes the race, hinders the formation of trusts
or large organizations, and also of Communism." Xenidis, The Greeks, p. 50.

28Fairchild, Greek Immigration, p. 209.
29Xenidis, The Greeks, pp. 87, 102.
30The Palmer Raids (1919-1921) are regarded as the first expression of state

anti-communism in the United States. During the raids the communist organ-
isations were outlawed, while members and sympathisers were prosecuted.
Many immigrants, especially of Russian origin, were accused of subversive
activities and were deported. For the Palmer Raids see Joel Kovel, Red Hunting
in the Promised Land, Anticommunism and the Making of America (London and
Washington, D.C., 1991), pp. 14-22 and Richard Gid Powers, Not Without
Honor, the History of American Anticommunism (New York, 1995), pp. 17-42. For
an interesting account of how the immigrant communities were the target of
federal suppression see Wiliam Preston, Aliens and Dissenters, Federal Suppression
of Radicals 1903-1933 (Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1963) and Louis F. Post, The
Deportations Delirium of Nineteen-Twenty, a Personal Nan-hive of an Historic Offi-
cial Experience (Chicago, 1923).

31Saloutos, The Greeks, p. 332.
32The most important article of this pioneer researcher was published only

in 1994, an indication of the conservative trends in the relevant historiography.
Dan Georgakas, "Greek American Radicalism, the Twentieth Century," Journal
of the Hellenic Diaspora 20 (1994), pp. 7-33.

33See Zeese Papanikolas, Buried Unsung, Louis Tikas and the Ludlow Massacre
(Lincoln, 1991) and Helen Papanikolas, "Greek Workers in the Intermountain
West, The Early Twentieth Century," Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies 5
(1979), pp. 193-215.

34Louis James Cononelos, In Search of Gold Paved Streets, Greek Immigrant
Labor in the Far West, 1900-1920 (New York, 1989) and Gunther W. Peck,
Reinventing Free Labor: P adrones and Immigrant Workers in the North American West,
1880-1930 (Cambridge, 2000).

"Numerous studies have appeared concerning certain ethnic groups and
their connection to the American Left. Indicative examples: David John Ahola,
Finnish-Americans and International Communism, a Study ofF innish-American Com-
munism from Bolshevization to the Demise of the Third International (Washington,
D.C., 1981), Paul Buhle, "Jews and American Communism, the Cultural Ques-
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tion," Radical History Review 23 (1980), pp. 9-33, The Immigrant Left in the
United States, ed. Paul Buhle and Dan Georgakas (Albany, 1996).

36Theodore Draper, The Roots of American Communism (New York, 1957), P.
67.

37Saloutos, The Greeks, pp. 59-61. In 1920 87.5% of the first-generation
Greek immigrants were living in cities. Tsoukalas, Ertierticili Nat Avancteaycopj, p.
152.

38Saloutos, The Greeks, p. 47.
39Fairchild, Greek Immigration, p. 59.
4°Most accounts of the "new immigration," regarding Greeks highlight

their involvement in business. See, for instance, Leonard Dinnerstein, Roger L.
Nichols, David M. Reimers, Natives and Strangers, a Multicultural History of
Americans (New York and Oxford, 1996), pp. 136-137.

41 See for instance Saloutos, The Greeks, pp. 258-280. According to him, the
Greek businessman "accepted the cult of success without ever having heard of
capitalism and protestant ethic," p. 258. For a persuasive critique of Saloutos
see Yiorgos D. Kalogeras, "Ethnic Heterotopias of Crisis and the American New
Thing, Theodore Saloutos and the Construction of Greek American Identity"
in Hellenism and the US Constructions, Deconstructions (Thessaloniki, 1994), pp.
185-191. Moreover, Charles Moskos Jr. admits that his own Greek Americans,
Struggle and Success (Englewood Cliffs, 1980) "overstates Greek American social
history as essentially a process of embourgeiosement," Moskos, "Greek Ameri-
can Studies," p. 33.

42Tsoukalas, E(ciertiati scat Avagapaytuyt2, p. 156.
43The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Forty-Third Annual Report on the

Statistics of Labor for the Year 1912 (Boston, 1913), pp. 28-29. For the same
period, it is estimated that a single male needed an income of over 500 dollars
in order to be over the poverty line. Dubofsky, Industrialism, p. 20. According
to another survey, the annual family income of a Greek immigrant did not
exceed 650 dollars, when the required minimum was over 900. Dinnerstein,
Nichols, Reimers, Natives and Strangers, p. 146.

"Moskos, "Greek American Studies," p. 56.
45Bodnar, The Transplanted, p. xviii. For a traditional account of the eco-

nomic consequences of the immigrant phenomenon and its impact on Ameri-
can capitalism see Louis M. Hacker, The Course of American Economic Growth and
Development (New York, 1970), pp. 188-192.

46Maria Sarantopoulou-Oikonomidou, Ot 'EA4vec rtic Augeotik. Ozwg roux
Elba [The Greeks of America as I Saw Them) (New York, 1916).

47H Btoz*, no. 3 (1908), p. 69.
48The Greek workers constituted five percent of the total number of

unskilled workers in railroad and construction sites. Jeremiah W. Jemks, W.
Jett Lauck, Rufus D. Smith, The Immigration Problem, A Study of American Immi-
gration Conditions and Needs (New York and London, 1926), pp. 180-181.

49David Montgomery, The Fall of the House of Labor, the Workplace, the State
and American Labor Activism, 1865-1925 (Cambridge, 1987), p. 80. In 1903, the
corporations of Utah "considered Greeks better adapted to their needs than oth-
ers and encouraged the employ of these by the hundreds," Wyoming Labor our-
nal , 16/6/1922 as reproduced in Helen Papanikolas, "Magerou, the Greek
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Midwife," Utah Historical Quarterly 38 (1970), p. 53.
"Malafouris, 'Eaves rrc Aueetx4c, pp. 127-128. H. Papanikolas "Greek

Workers in the Intermountain West," p. 194, Z. Papanikolas, Buried Unsung,
pp. 24, 185, Saloutos, The Greek, pp. 61-62.

"An effort to summarize incidents of ethnic discrimination against Greeks
can be found in Cononelos, In Search of Gold Paved Streets, pp. 183-196. How-
ever he relies exclusively on reports of the local press of the Intermountain West,
without interpreting his findings.

"For a detailed description of the Omaha incident see Saloutos, The Greek,
pp. 66-70. The events were commented in a newspaper, published in English
in the United Kingdom, advocating the Greek interests "Anti-Greek Riot in
the United States, a Regrettable Outbreak in Omaha," Hellenic Herald 3 (1909),
p. 47.

"Emmanuel S. Likoudis, Oc Mcravciarat [The Immigrants) (Athens, 1903),
p. 47.

54Alexandros Krikos, H Olarc zoo EiLlipuvio6 ev Apceusli [The Status of Hel-
lenism in America) (Athens, 1915).

"The Greek Socialist Party was one of the first organized nuclei of social-
ist propaganda founded by progressive intellectuals and radicalized workers. For
a list of contributors see the journal 'Epeuva [Research) 6 (1913), p. 192.

"Krikos, H 19614- Too ElAtiveapoO, p. 21.
"For instance, Greeks are characterized as indifferent "to social reform" in

Seymour Martin Lipset and Gary Marks, It Didn't Happen Here. Why Socialism
Failed in the United States (New York, 2000), pp. 145-147.

"Serapheim G. Canoutas, 0 ItipfitmAog- xac HeOxereoc Avanuieoc TOO ev
Aucetxt,, BeflAiov Azaeaktirov Sr' 'Moog- [The Consultant and Practical Lawyer of
the Greek in America, A Book Necessary for Everybody] (New York, 1917), p.
250.

"According to Saloutos, The Greeks, p. 62, the appeal appeared in the
Greek newspaper Elkivor6S.i4crr4e [Hellenic Star), 15/4 and 26/8/1904.

"Saloutos, The Greek, p. 62.
61Jane Addams, Newer Ideals of Peace (New York, 1907), pp. 109-110.
62The repatriation of Greek immigrants is discussed at length by Theodore

Saloutos, They Remember America, the Story of the Repatriated Greek-Americans
(Berkeley, 1956).

"Cononelos, In Search of Gold Paved Streets, p. 157. Excerpt from an auto-
biographical sketch of the Greek immigrant Louis Lingos that refers to an inci-
dent in Utah in 1912.

"Abandoning the workplace when the working conditions were unbear-
able was a common practice among immigrants. For the phenomenon and the
efforts of the companies to hinder it, see Bodnar, The Transplanted, pp. 97-98.

"On the padrone system, among Greeks, Italians and Mexicans, see the
recent studies of Gunther W. Peck, "Crisis in the Family Padrones and Radi-
cals in Utah 1908-1912" in New Directions in Greek-American Studies ed. Dan
Georgakas and Charles C. Moskos (New York, 1991), pp. 73-93 and "Rein-
venting Free Labor: Immigrant Padrones and Contract Laborers in North Amer-
ica, 1885-1925," The Journal of American History 83 (1996), pp. 848-87. For a
more detailed account see Peck, Reinventing Free Labor.
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66Herbert S. Nelli, "The Italian Padronage System in the United States,"
Labor History 5 (1964), p. 153.

67For Leonidas Skliris, see Peck, "Crisis in the Family," pp. 73-93 and
"Reinventing Free Labor," pp. 848-871.

68Cononelos, In Search of Gold Paved Streets, p. 259. The second appeal,
which is signed by 62 workers, is written in a much sharper tone demanding
the end of Skliris rule.

°Sabotage was a strong tradition in the American labor movement. For
incidents, where Greeks were involved, see Peck, "Crisis in the Family," pp. 77-
78. For an account of alternative working class practices that aimed at the dis-
ruption of production see Elizabeth G. Flynn, Rebel Girl, an Autobiography, My
First Lift (New York, 1973), p. 163 and Cononelos, In Search of Gold Paved
Streets, pp. 262-263.

70Saloutos, The Greeks, p. 55. It is true that young bootblacks experienced
inhuman working conditions. According to Grace Abbott's research, among the
Greeks of Chicago young bootblacks in their overall majority worked more than
ten hours a day for a minimum wage. Abbott, "A Study of the Greeks," p. 391.

71 For the Western Federation of Miners see John H. M. Laslett, Labor and
the Left, a Study of Socialist and Radical Influences in the American Labor Movement
(New York, 1970), pp. 241-286 and Melvyn Dubofsky, "The Origins of West-
ern Working Class Radicalism, 1890-1905," Labor History 7 (1966), pp. 131-
154.

72Peck, "Reinventing Free Labor," pp. 866-869, Georgakas, "Greek Amer-
ican Radicalism," pp. 12-13; Helen Papanikolas, "The Great Bingham Strike
of 1912" and "Expulsion of the Padrone," Utah Historical Quarterly 38 (1968),
pp. 121-133; Cononelos, In Search of Gold Paved Streets, pp. 208-216.

73James R. Green, The World of the Worker, Labor in Twentieth-Century Amer-
ica (New York, 1987), pp. 51-53.

74Pepino Ortoleva, "Fl M&va r(eiouvc xat 'co EeyCLTLX0 arriv Ap.seoar
(Mother Jones and the Working Class Movement in America) in H Aurogt-
oyeacoia rtic Mcivac Moon- {The Autobiography of Mother Jones) (Athens, 1981),
pp. 205-212.

75Paul Buhle, Marxism in the United States, Remapping the History of the Amer-
ican Left (London and New York, 1991), pp. 41-43. Dubofsky, "The Origins of
Western Working Class Radicalism," pp. 131-154.

76For the Industrial Workers of the World see Philip S. Foner, History of the
Labor Movement in the United States, vol. 4, The Industrial Workers of the World,
1905-1917 (New York, 1965); Melvyn Dubofsky, We Shall Be All: a History of
the Industrial Workers of the World (New York, 1969); Paul F. Brissenden, The
IWW a Study of American Syndicalism (New York, 1920); Stewart Bird, Dan
Georgakas, Deborah Shaffer, Solidarity Forever, an Oral History of the IWW
(Chicago, 1985); and Patrick Renshaw, The Wobblies, the Story of Syndicalism in
the United States (London, 1967). A volume containing pictures and texts from
the history of the movement is Rebel Voices, an IWW Anthology, ed. Joyce L.
Kornbluh, (Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1964). The manifesto that led to the found-
ing convention is published in The American Left,  Radical Political Thought in the
Twentieth Century, ed. Loren Baritz (New York, 1971), pp. 28-31.

77"The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) has been a vital revolu-
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tionary factor in the American movement . . . in its expressing the revolt of the
unorganized, unskilled proletariat masses in the basic industry," Louis Fraina
"The American Movement," report to the Communist International. Records
of the Communist Party USA, Reel no. 2, Fond 515, Delo 33, pp. 80-81.

'The importance of the IWW was recognized by Lenin himself, who
thought that this organization was the main expression of the American Left
and believed that they should participate in the conventions of the Third Inter-
national. V.I. Lenin, "egastc via m II Euvekto Tic Kop4ouviatodic Aceevok"
[Statements on the II Congress of the Communist International) in 'Axavra
[Collected Works) vol. 41, (Athens, 1983), p. 200. The IWW were receivers of
the initial call for the founding convention of the International, see Wactc ;rat
Azorociact; rwv Zuvaelcov TIN Teirric- AicOvok, I Zuvapto [Statements and Resolu-
tions of the Congresses of the Third International, the First Congress) (Athens,
1980), p. 9.

79For an account of the period see Graham Adams, Age of Industrial Violence
1910-1915, The Activities and Findings of the United States Commission on Indus-
trial Relations (New York and London, 1966).

Papanikolas, "The Great Bingham Strike," p. 122.
"Dubofsky, We Shall Be All, p. 335.
82Foner, History of the Labor Movement, pp. 220-225. See also Philip J. Drey-

fus, "The IWW and the Limits of Inter-Ethnic Organizing, Reds, Whites and
Greeks in Grays Harbor, Washington, 1912," Labor History 38 (1997), pp. 450-
470.

83John Higham, Strangers in the Land, pp. 177-178.
"The Willapa Country History Report, a Recital of the Historical Background of

the Raymond and Willapa  Valley Areas as it was Compiled by the Members of the His-
tory Committee of the Community Betterment Study Committee, ed. Nels Olsen (Ray-
mond, 1965), p. 72.

"In Lawrence one tenth of the total working force was under eighteen,
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Forty-Third Annual Report, p. 194. In 1910
for every 818 deaths of people over six years of age there were 711 deaths of chil-
dren under six years of age. Foner, History of the Labor Movement, pp. 312-313.
Moreover, 36 out of every 100 workers in the mills died before they reached the
age of 25. Howard Zinn, A Peoples' History of the United States, 1492-Present (New
York, 1995) p. 327.

86For the strike, see Dubofsky, We Shall Be All, p. 227 ff., Foner, History of
the Labor Movement, pp. 306-342 and Renshaw, The Wobblier, pp. 133-149. Inter-
esting information is found in the strikers' testimonies to the official authori-
ties after the end of the events. See American Labor, The Twentieth Century, ed.
Jerold S. Auerbach (New York, 1969), pp. 28-37. For a detailed account o the
working conditions and the development of the strike see Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, Forty-Third Annual Report, pp. 182-202. According to the
report, "the Lawrence strike represented the first serious industrial clash in New
England conducted under the auspices of the Industrial Workers," p. 191.

87Flynn, Rebel Girl, p. 133.
88Flynn, Rebel Girl, p. 134.
89The verses were initially published in the IWW newspaper, under the

heading "Songs Sung by the Workers on the Lawrence Picket Line," Solidarity,
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29/6/1912. They are reproduced in Rebel Voices, pp. 179-180.
"The total number of Greeks in Lowell during 1912 was 1,878 or 15.5%

of the total population. They were the second biggest ethnic community of
immigrants. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Forty-Third Annual Report,
p. 35. Georgakas overestimates the number of Greeks in Lowell when he states
that they numbered 10,000 at the time of the strike. Georgakas, Greek America
at Work, p. 11. The presence of Greeks in the city goes back to 1892 according
to Helen H. Balk, "Economic Contributions of the Greeks in the United
States," Economic Geography 19 (1943), p. 274. Finally, it must be stated that
Lowell in 1910 had the highest death rate in the United States, according to the
official records of the Census Office, see Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Forty-
Third Annual Report, p. 201.

91Flynn, Rebel Girl, p. 145.
92A full account of the strike and a biography of Louis Tikas are found in

Z. Papanikolas, Buried Unsung and Malafouris, EZtrivec zqc Apeenejr, pp. 131-
138. Tikas' role is mentioned in most accounts of the strike; see for instance
Zinn, A Peoples' History, pp. 346-349. Finally, the militancy of the Greek
females of the region is mentioned by Bodnar, The Transplanted, p. 91.

93Montgomery, The Fall of the House of Labor, p. 347.
"Adonis, Age of Industrial Violence, pp. 146-175. For the Greeks' role and

Tikas' activities see the testimonies of the men involved in his assassination, pp.
157-158.

95Excerpt from the report of N.C. Calogeras to the Greek Embassy in the
United States.

96Foner, History of the Labor Movement, pp. 261-271, 282-295, 486-517.
97Dan Georgakas, "Demosthenes Nicas, Labor Radical" in New Directions

in Greek-American Studies, ed. Dan Georgakas and Charles C. Moskos (New York,
1991), pp. 95-109.

"Georgakas, "Demosthenes Nicas," p. 96.
99H 0o)24) rou Eeycirou, no. 164, 3/2/1923.
'°°G. Katsiolis and J. Marko, "The Labor Movement of Greece," Industrial

Pioneer (September, 1921), pp. 38-40. Katsiolis, "The Labor Movement," p. 40.
'°'Joe Marko, "The Workers of the Near East," Industrial Pioneer (Septem-

ber, 1921), pp. 53-58. A certain Joe or Joseph Marko is named as a victim of
anti-radical violence by a group of thugs in 1912. Renshaw, The Wobblies, p. 126
and Zinn, A Peoples' History, p. 326. It is not certain whether it is the same per-
son and whether the author of the article was a Greek immigrant probably from
Asia Minor.

'°2H Otovl zoo Eeycirou, no. 173, 14/4/1923.
io3H 0,4,4 Too Eeytirou, no. 180, 2/6/1923.
' 64H Ocovrj zoo Eeykrou, no. 176, 5/5/1923.
'°'The American communists did not have a clear position on the work-

ing-class movement for a long period. Two tendencies co-existed: the first call-
ing for "dual unionism" and the other advocating the necessity of working in
the ranks of the reactionary AFL. Lenin's 0 Aetoreetapk, I-kitbag; AeeivartarouKou-
,uouveopot; [Left-Wing Communism, an Infantile Disorder) (Athens, 2001) justi-
fied the latter position, bht until then the communists were mainly working
within the IWW unions.
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1o6f4 ocov4 rot) Eeycirov, no. 178, 19/5/1923.
1°71's Eivat ro IQQ, at Aexai rot), of Dam( zoo, of A/100Sol zoo [What Is the

IWW, What It Stands for, Its Purposes and Its Means] (Chicago, possibly
1923).

'°8Georgakas, "Greek American Radicalism," p. 16.
'"Burgess, Greeks in America, p. 154.
"°It is worth noticing that in a series of protests Greek strikers clashed vio-

lently with Greek strike breakers, proving that ethnic communities were more
diverse than we often tend to think of them. Even in the Bingham strike of
1912, Greeks came in the region as strike breakers. H. Papanikolas, "The Great
Bingham Strike," pp. 131-132.

"Flynn, Rebel Girl, p. 201. Membership turnover was a constant problem
for the IWW. Renshaw, The Wobblies, p. 22.

" 2"The IWW is not definitely opposed to political action, but it does not
recognize it as a fundamental factor in the class struggle," statement by Peter
Stone, acting IWW secretary-treasurer, in the American Labor Year Book, 1919-
1920, ed. Alexander Trachtenberg (New York, 1920), p. 197.

" 3For the debate within the American socialist movement regarding
immigration, see Sally M. Miller, Race, Ethnicity, and Gender in Early Twentieth-
Century Socialism (New York, 1996) especially pp. 199-240.

"4Ira Kipnis, The American Socialist Movement, 1897-1912 (New York,
1968), p. 279.

1 "The case of the Italians indicates that immigrants from industrial areas
were inclined to join unions, whereas those from rural areas were totally indif-
ferent to the working class movement. According to a survey conducted in
1910, 38.8% of the Italian immigrants from the industrialized northern Italy
had joined a union in the USA. The percentage for the immigrants from the
rural south did not exceed 11%. Lipset and Marks, It Didn't Happen Here, pp.
142-143.

" 6Miller, Race, Ethnicity, and Gender, p. 223. The hostility of the American
Socialist Party against the Japanese had led the Japanese Socialist Party to
address an appeal based on the principles of proletarian internationalism, Kip-
nis, The American Socialist Movement, p. 277.

" 7Nicolaos Giannios and Platon Drakoulis were the leading figures of the
first inarticulate attempts for the formation of a socialist party in Greece. For
the period in general, see Panagiotis Noutsos, H Zoatailtattx4 En* arlv EAAaa,
am; to 1875 (14- to 1974 [The Socialist Thought in Greece from 1875 to 1974],
vol. 1-2 (Athens, 1990, 1991).

' 18'EeeDva 5 (1910), p. 51.
"°'Eeeova, no. 2 (25/1/1911).
120According to the records of the American immigration authorities,

Spyridon Metaxas arrived in the United States in 1909 from Cefallonia at the
age of nineteen.

' 21 'Eeeuva, no. 12 (3/4/1911).
' 22According to the records of the American immigration authorities, Tza-

kis was born in Cefallonia and arrived in the United States in 1910 at the age
of 25. His profession is stated in the immigration records and in his letter to
'Eeeuva.
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123 'Epeuva, no. 50 (10/2/1912).
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The Pre-World War II Greek
Community of Australia:
Class Divisions and Trends

by CHRISTOS N. FIFIS

The aim of this paper is to discuss the structure and social
stratification of the pre-War II Greek community in Australia, to
trace the development of the Greek Orthodox Communities
(GOCs) and other major Greek organizations and institutions and
their role in the development of the community up to 1940. A
GOC or the community' denotes the organized "Koinotita" in dif-
ferentiation to the general Greek community or "Paroikia."

The Early Figures

The first Greek presence in Australia is recorded on 28 August
1829 with the arrival in the port of Sydney of seven young Greek
convicts from the shipping - community of Hydra who had been
sentenced to death for piracy by a British court in Malta in 1828.
In 1829 the sentences of three of them had been commuted to life
sentences and those of the four others to 14 years of forced labor
and all transported to the English convict colony of New South
Wales. The seven were fighters of the Greek revolutionary naval
forces. Their ship had been captured in 1827 by the British Navy
for interfering with a British commercial ship outside Crete,
checking and taking away some materials from its cargo. The des-

CHRISTOS N. Fins teaches Greek Studies in the School of Historical and
European Studies, La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia. His cur-
rent research project is entitled: A History of the Greek Orthodox Commu-
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tination of the commercial ship was Alexandria, a base port of the
Turkish-Egyptian naval forces aiming to destroy the Greek revo-
lution. After negotiations between Greek and British authorities
in the early 1830s the seven were pardoned in 1836. Five of them
returned to Greece with their traveling expenses paid by the Greek
government. The other two chose to stay and live in Australia.
Gilchrist (1992) mentions a few more early settlers including the
Zante lady Diamantina Roma, wife of Sir George Bowen, the first
British Governor of Queensland between 1859 and 1866. In the
1850s more than five dozen Greeks arrived in Australia during the
period of the gold rushes.

The establishment of GOCs in 1897 and 1898 in Melbourne
and Sydney mark the beginnings of the organized Greek commu-
nity in Australia. This was more than two years before the federa-
tion of the six English colonies of Australia and the creation of the
Commonwealth of Australia on 1 January 1901.

These two GOCs were the first Greek organizations at a time
when the entire population of Greek settlers throughout Australia
was 878 in the census of 1901 and 1,798 Greece-born persons in
the census of 1911 (Gilchrist, 1992: 386-9). It was a community
where the male population exceeded females more than ten to one.
According to Charles Price the sex ratio of the Greek community
in 1901 was 1202.7. For every 100 females coming from Greece
there were 1202 males. By 1940 the total Greek population in
Australia had increased more than tenfold and the sex ratio,
although not ideal, had much improved. There are no figures for
1940 but in the census of 1933 there were 8,338 Greece-born per-
sons. However, there was not much change in the movements of
Greeks during the war years, between 1940 and 1947. In the cen-
sus of 1947 there were 12,202 Greece-born persons and the sex
ratio was 287 (Price, 1984: 8-12). The total number of persons of
the Greek-Australian community, however, including Greek
Cypriots, Greeks from outside Greece and those of the second gen-
eration is estimated to be about 15,000.

Some important landmarks in the history of the pre-War II
Greek community in Australia can be discerned in the years 1897-
98, 1912, 1916, 1923-4 and 1935. A useful starting point is the
creation of the two GOCs, referred to, the one of Melbourne in
1897 and that of Sydney in 1898. The other main pre-World War
II communities were: the GOC of Western Australia (Perth)
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founded in 1923, the GOC of Brisbane (Queensland) in 1923 and
the GOC of Adelaide (South Australia) in 1930. A GOC in Aus-
tralia at that time meant the establishment and running by the
laity of an Orthodox church and the election of its administrative
Executive Council by its male members. In essence, the develop-
ment of the organized community and Greek cultural life
depended on the numbers of Greek settlers, the years of their res-
idence in Australia and on the numbers of the established families
in each city. Important in this regard are the pioneering works of
Michael Tsounis, (1971, 1975, 1988 and 1993), Charles Price
(1963, 1975 and 1984), Hugh Gilchrist (1992 and 1997), A.
Tamis (1888, 1997 and 2002), Stelios Kourbetis (1992) and
George Kanarakis (1997 and 2002).

With regard to numbers we have records of the presence of
Greek immigrants for the colony of Victoria, in terms of their
Church affiliation, from the period of the gold rushes in the 1850s,
and of the fluctuations and movements in the subsequent decades.
This data is not always precise as it is described under various
names, such as "Greek Orthodox Church," "Greek Church,"
"Greek Catholics," etc. Nevertheless, the figures indicate persons
of Greek background or members of their families. In Victoria the
numbers rose from 65 in 1854 to 127 in 1857, 239 in 1861, and
332 in 1871 and falling to 103 in 1881 (Gilchrist, 1992: 386-9).

Dozens of Greeks had settled in or passed through Melbourne
and the colony of Victoria in the second half of the 19th century.
Some were sailors mainly in English ships that had decided to
abandon ship and try their luck in the gold rush fields of the
1850s. Later many of them moved to Melbourne or Sydney. Some
dispersed to other small country towns or worked as outback
workers, sailors and waterside laborers. By 1880 some of them had
become owners or employees of cafes and fish-and-chip shops and
a few were restaurant owners. Others had been invited by relatives
and compatriots to work in their businesses. In this way, the first
chains of migration from the islands of Ithaca, Kythera and later
from Kastellorizo were formed. Whilst some migrants were tran-
sient and remained only for short periods, others remained in Aus-
tralia working for their upkeep all their lives. A small number of
them did become successful businessmen. It is noteworthy that
this group of early settlers was mainly unmarried men, many of
who remained bachelors all their lives.
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A careful observation of the statistics indicates an exodus of
Greeks from Victoria between 1871 and 1881 and also between
1891 and 1901. The exodus of the 1870s suggests that many of
the migrants of this period were bachelors, wanderers and tran-
sients who remained in Victoria only for short periods. There are
no statistics for persons born in Greece before the 1891 census but
we observe a new decrease in the number of persons of Greek back-
ground in the 1890s—there were 203 Greece-born persons in Vic-
toria in the census of 1891 and 181 in the census of 1901. This
decrease seems to be due to the economic depression of the 1890s,
which afflicted Australia for 3 to 4 years after 1893. This depres-
sion was especially harsh for Victoria and forced many Melbourni-
ans to leave, mainly for Western Australia (WA). It seems that
amongst those who left were also some Greeks. In WA there were
17 Greece-born persons (15 males and 2 females) in the census of
1891. The census of 1901 showed an increase to 148 (146 males
and 2 females), (Gilchrist, Ibid.).

In relation to other Australian colonies or dominions (after
1901 states) the available statistical data for this early period indi-
cate that the Greek born population of Victoria was second to that
of New South Wales (NSW). In the census of 1891 there were 203
Greece-born persons in Victoria compared with 255 in NSW, in
1901 there were 181 Greece-born persons in Victoria and 392 in
NSW and 297 and 822 correspondingly in the census of 1911
(Gilchrist, Ibid.). The outbreak of the Balkan war in 1912 marked
the concerted action of the Greek community of Australia to col-
lect money for the Greek war effort and the return to Greece of
many young migrants from Australia to enlist in the Greek army.
The year 1913 saw the publication in Melbourne of the first Greek
language newspaper in Australia, Afstralia, by Emmanuel Venlis,
a Greek migrant from Egypt.

The Developments of 1916

Some important developments are recorded in 1916. One is
the growing suspicion of the Australian government and the Aus-
tralian public towards foreigners, especially Germans. They feared
that Bulgarians and Greeks might ally with the Germans during
the First World War, undermining the cause of the Australian
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allies and damaging the Australian interests. This suspicion was
directed more acutely towards the German community but also
towards Greeks due to the alleged pro-German sympathies of the
Greek King Constantine I. This suspicion led to the banning of
trade between Greece and Australia, suspension of naturalizations
of Greeks under the age of 60. There were incidents of violence and
looting of Greek shops in Brisbane (Queensland) and Sydney
(NSW) in 1915 and wrecking of Greek shops in Perth, Kalgoor-
lie, and Boulder (WA) in 1916. The damages to the shopkeepers
were estimated at about 10,000 pounds. Insurance companies
refused to pay riot damages and despite owners making represen-
tations for more than 10 years, no form of compensation was
received. The suspicion also led to a June 1916 governmental
direction for a secret census and filing of all Greeks, their particu-
lars, their occupational status and their ideological sympathies.
Thanks to this we have official detailed data of the occupations of
most Greeks in 1916.

The most significant development in 1916, however, was the
publication of the first Greek-language book written in Australia, I
Zoi en Afstralia (Life in Australia). It is an important social guide to
the Greek life and presence in Australia which marks a stage of
Greek-Australian community self-knowledge and self-assertiveness.
Of course this publication did not happen overnight. It took at least
two to three years of research and prepara0on. The book documents
the commercial achievement of a community of successful shop
keepers, the resounding success of the 1912 community appeals to
assist the Greek war effort, and the publication in 1913 of the first
Greek language weekly newspaper in Melbourne, Afstralia.

The publication of the book was sponsored by John D.
Comino, a wealthy Sydney businessman from Kythera and com-
piled by the Corinthian George Kentavros and the Kytherian
brothers, Kosmas and Emmanuel Andronikos. It was published in
the printing shop of the first Greek newspaper, Afstralia, in Mel-
bourne. Ten thousand copies were printed at a time when the total
number of Greeks in Australia was less than 4,000. The book was
aimed to be a guide to the commercial successes of Greeks in Aus-
tralia for the Greek authorities and Greek readers in Greece.
Although the book was written in Greek it also aimed to convince
Australian authorities about the law-abiding nature of the Greek-
Australian community and its progressive spirit.
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The book, / Zoi en Afstralia, is written from the point of view
of successful Greek businessmen in Australia, describing Aus-
tralian business conditions, praising good, hard and honest work
and the enterprising spirit and giving biographical notes, photos
and a description of the commercial achievements of some 155
successful Greek businessmen. It provided a "who's who" in the
Greek-Australian business community. Among the highlighted
businessmen is the sponsor of the book, John D. Comino, an oys-
ter saloon proprietor, described as the richest Greek in Australia,
a life honorary President of the GOC of Sydney and presented as a
father figure of the Greeks of NSW.

In Victoria the father figure of Greek businessmen is presented
in the person of Antonios J. J. Lekatsas—or Anthony Lukas. Anto-
nios Lekatsas was born in October 1862 in Ithaca and had come to
Melbourne in January 1887. He was a proprietor of luxury restau-
rants and President of the GOC of Melbourne, the richest Greek
in Victoria at the time. He is described as "Liowz8txii ercoetxii
eutputoc" and as "mace* f3toncaounn'N xou 1.tayocc eluxeterpatiocc tic
alimeov." Ten years later, Lekatsas was the richest Greek in Aus-
tralia. He was appointed Honorary Consul-General of Greece in
Sydney from 1923 to 1926. In 1931 Lekatsas was appointed Hon-
orary Consul of Greece in Melbourne and retained that honorary
position till his death in August 1946. In 1943 he donated 10,000
English pounds to Winston Churchill for the victims of the recent
German raids of London. In Adelaide (South Australia), the father
figure of Greek businessmen was Dimitrios Politis from Constan-
tinople who was running his business in partnership with his sis-
ter-in-law Athena Konstantinidou. In Perth (Western Australia),
the father figure of Greek businessmen was the cigarette manufac-
turer Petros Michelidis, born in Kastellorizo in 1882 and a resi-
dent of Perth since 1904. In 1916 Michelidis was the Honorary
Consul of Russia and France, later became the President of the
GOC of Western Australia and still later, the Honorary Consul of
Greece in Perth.

Most of the other 1 Zoi en Afttralia businessmen in 1916 were
relatively young bachelors with an average age of 28-30 years, and
with an average residence in Australia of about ten years. They
were running restaurants, cafes, hotels, confectionary and fruit
shops, old type fish-and-chips shops and American-style milk bars.
The authors are at pains to educate the new Greek businessmen
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and to cultivate the right attitudes towards Australia and Aus-
tralians. Cleanliness is stressed in the book and the reader is
informed that there is a hefty fine of 20 English pounds for the
adulteration of milk with water. Honesty and hard work are essen-
tial qualities for success.

These relatively young businessmen came from Kythera,
Ithaca, and Kastellorizo. About 43% of the Greek migrants to
Australia of the time and indeed up to 1947, came from those
three islands. The majority of the businessmen portrayed in the
book, however, came from Kythera and carried on their business
in Sydney and various towns of the state of NSW. There were some,
however, coming from the Peloponnesos, Lefkas, Zakynthos,
Samos, Athens, Piraeus, Smyrna, Constantinople, Preveza, Siki-
nos, Livadia and Karpathos. Interestingly, there were no Cypriot
businessmen presented in the book, as Cypriots came to Australia
later. All of the businessmen presented were men, except for
Athena Konstantinidou in Adelaide and Antonios Lekatsas' Eng-
lish wife, Margaret Wilson, in Melbourne. The book presents these
businessmen as "Te.xvcc 7ITKeiotc ot ReeLacerceeot, agoExowco etc Aucr-
teaXiav 1.41kotic xat teeotig axonotic." They were children of a
background of poverty who migrated to Australia with high and
sacred aims to become successful businessmen. This indicates the
ideology and values of the people described and also of the writers
of the book. The book stresses success through persistent and hon-
est work and pride in their ethnic origin. Many of them, although
they only recently arrived, left their business and took the 35-day
return trip to Greece to enlist in the Greek Army during the 1912-
13 Balkan wars. The authors claim that more than 500 young
migrants returned to Greece to join the army (p.114), a figure
which seems much exaggerated as the list of names of those who
returned to Greece numbers only 23 (p. 301)plus another two (pp.
295 and 302), including Ioannis Tambakis killed in action.

The book informs the reader that there were at that time 630
Greek shops around Australia, about half of them in Sydney and
Melbourne, a few in Perth, Brisbane and Adelaide and the rest in
small country towns. These shops included 14 Greek xcapsysicc (cof-
fee houses), throughout Australia. Greek xocyaveioc in Australia in
pre-war years were meeting places, information centers, but also
in some cases provided venues for illegal gambling. In 1916, the
authors tell us, there were 170 Greek families in Australia, 2/3 of
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which had both parents Greek and 1/3 of mixed marriages. The
families in the urban areas were scattered all over the large metro-
politan areas, making the creation of a Greek school difficult. As a
consequence, the authors lament, many young Greek children did
not have any knowledge of the Greek language. Australians are
described in the book as civilized, friendly and to some degree
gourmands, liking sweets and fruit, something which leads to the
decay of their teeth and which makes the country's dentists happy.

The authors take pride in the success of Greeks in Australia
who were distinguished for their humble beginnings and for their

cal& 6VTLIIOV eeratav," their not neat but honest work.
These were the people, they stress, who in 1912-13 went back
home to fight for their native country and who contributed 12,000
English pounds to the National Appeals during the Balkan wars.
The contribution per state was 4,500 from NSW, 3,500 from Vic-
toria, 1,600 from WA, 1,400 from Queensland, etc. The amounts
mentioned were significant when considering that at the time the
weekly wage of a laborer was less than 2 pounds and the total num-
ber of all Greece-born persons in Australia was less than 4,000.

The authors complain that they did not always find the ready
cooperation of people in their efforts to gather information by cor-
respondence, etc., (Kentavros, Preface, pp.22-3), implying that
there were incomplete sections which could be completed in some
future edition. There was no subsequent edition. Apart from the
named businessmen, a mention is made of other occupations of
Greek settlers. There were some peddlers, fishmongers and fish
hawkers. A reference is also made to the honorary consuls of
Greece, some of whom were Australian businessmen, to the two
priests Father Dimitrios Marinakis of Sydney and the Archiman-
drite Daniel Maravelis of Melbourne, to the retired Sydney priest
Father Seraphim Phokas and to the Melbourne physician Dr. K.
Kyriazopoulos. There is no reference, however, to the Perth
Archimandrite Father Germanos Iliou and to the establishment by
him of the first after-hours Greek language school in 1915. Nor is
there any reference to a young Sydney medical student, George
Takhmindzis, to whom we will refer shortly. The book was fol-
lowed by another two guides, an Odigos tou Ellinos en Afstralia pub-
lished in Sydney by Oscar Georgoulas in 1920 and an International
Directory by Andreas Papadopoulos published in Adelaide in 1927.
These later publications provided commercial and legal informa-
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don as well as moral advice to new businessmen and were much
less detailed in their presentation of Greek-Australian community
presence.

While I Zoi en Afstralia was published in 1916 the preface by
George Kentavros is dated 16 April 1915. Consequently it does
not mention the riots and violence against Greek shops in Brisbane
and Sydney in 1915 or Perth, Kalgoorlie and Boulder in WA. in
1916, when Greeks were made a target because of King Constan-
tine's pro-German sympathies. The writers were unaware of the
secret census of all Greeks in Australia at the time. This secret cen-
sus, the existence of which was discovered in the 1980s in the Aus-
tralian National Archives by Hugh Gilchrist, started in June 1916
when the Director of the Special Intelligence Bureau sent a "Most
Secret" letter to the Commissioner of the Police in each state
" requesting that the Police in every sub-district take steps at once
to quietly and most confidentially summarize all particulars relat-
ing to Greeks." Within a few weeks and without "attracting atten-
tion or exciting suspicion" the job was carried out: the names and
particulars of 2,398 Greeks in Australia were recorded along with
the "names and addresses and management of all Greek shops,
clubs and welfare bodies" (Gilchrist, 1997: 17). Out of the 2,398
persons only seven "were deemed to harbor disloyal sentiments"
and only two had previously been "convicted of gambling"—the
others "had attracted no police attention." (Ibid.)

In order to understand the reaction against foreigners and the
secret census against the Greeks we need to understand the gen-
eral climate at the time. Australians often discriminated against
Asians, and to a lesser degree against non-English speaking Euro-
peans and especially Mediterranean Europeans.. There was a gen-
eral xenophobia against aliens and the 'White Australia Policy'
was the first act to be enshrined by the newly created Federal Par-
liament in 1901. In 1916-17 the Australian government of
William Morris Hughes was participating in the war on the side
of Britain but could not pass legislation to allow conscripts to serve
overseas. Australia participated in the fateful Gallipoli campaign
in 1915 and the Western front in France totally with volunteers.
In a population of less than 5,000,000 at the time there were
416,809 volunteers of whom 329,000 served overseas with a loss
of approximately 60,000 dead. It is said that "Australia became a
nation on Gallipoli." (Crawford, 1968:166-168). According to
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Gilchrist, at least 57 men (volunteers) of Greek descent served
overseas with the Australian armed forces and two in the navy. Of
these at least seven were killed in action (1997:32). In 1916 the
need for conscripts became more pressing. The Australian Labor
Party and large sections of the Australian public were, however,
against the war and against conscription. Twenty-five percent of
the Australian population was of Irish descent and anti-British.
The Hughes government pressed the conscription issue by way of
referendum. The question was put twice to the voters and twice
failed to gain the required majorities. The secret census seems to
be a preventive measure to locate possible opponents of the war
policy and if required, to administer punishment measures against
them, as the government did against members of the German
community. According to Tsounis:

(In translation) . . . The Greeks were put in the same cat-
egory with the Germans and Bulgarians of Australia
(whose countries of origin had sided themselves with the
enemy) and a bad fate was awaiting them if Greece was to
participate in the war with the pro-German camp. Ger-
man migrants in Australia who in their majority did not
have any relations with the Kaiser and the German war,
were treated badly. Some hundreds of them were put in the
Torres Island jail near Port Adelaide, whereas at the same
time the Australian authorities closed down all of the 60
German schools, most of which were operating in South
Australia and some of which had been established in the
1840s (Tsounis, 1991: 47).

Indeed, the secret census was more detailed and informative in
its description of Australia's Greeks at the time than the book, I
Zoi en Afstralia. Some of the Greek occupations recorded in the
secret census include 311 restaurateurs, cafe-proprietors, oyster
saloon keepers or managers; 117 shop keepers, merchants and
dealers, 246 greengrocers and fruiterers, 158 shop assistants, 126
fish mongers, fish hawkers or fish shop assistants, 95 working in
the Port Pine smelters (a strategic industry in South Australia), 94
laborers of various kinds, 17 miners and a smaller number work-
ing in various other businesses. There were also 3 unemployed, 7
old-age pensioners, 100 women in "domestic duties," two wait-
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resses, one medical practitioner in Melbourne, one engineer and
four priests. Also, there is a recording of 104 cane cutters and oth-
ers working in the sugar industry, in the tropical area of Northern
Queensland. The authors of I Zoi en Afstralia don't discuss at all
the hard conditions of the shop assistants, working 10 to 12 hours
a day for at least six days a week for a meager remuneration and
their accommodation, but do make a brief reference to "X07til TOU
COCXCTOMCCX&I.LOU etc rpfr saxOcnoc ilex taccv e7Lt8E86p.evot 'avec TWV

Yp./Treet0V, " the cane cutting industry in which some of our people
have recently started working.

The authors of I Zoi en Afitralia do not discuss issues of class
divisions in the Greek-Australian community. In April 1916,
however, George Takhmindzis, a 22-year-old Sydney University
medical student, wrote a letter to King Constantine of Greece
arguing that he, Takhmindzis, should replace the inactive Greek
Consul-General (the Australian businessman Samuel Cohen) for
the betterment of the Greek community in Australia. As he is
quoted by Gilchrist, he started analyzing for the king the grave
situation of the Greek-Australian community and the Greek
working class in Australia. The only kind of work reserved for
Greek workers in pre-WWII years was in most cases that of a
helper for many hours a day and a long 6-day week, in a compa-
triot's shop, for their food, accommodation and very low wages.
The few factory jobs at the time were reserved, almost exclusively,
for Australian workers, so Greek workers were exploited by their
better off compatriots. Takhmindzis was asking the Greek king for
the investment of the authority so he could "make the word
`Greek' beloved, respected and admired."

Looking at the morally and materially corrupt Greeks
here, who are moving by giant steps towards a catastrophe,
I have decided, Majesty, to set forth in a few words their
wretched condition, because I know that one day, You, my
country, will ask me why I did not try to do my duty to
the fatherland.

The Greek population here may be divided into three
groups: the working class, the rich and those who rule. The
workers, unfortunate people, are condemned by fate, rein-
forced by the other two classes, to work many hours a day
in hard labor for low wages—worse off even than the
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helots of Sparta; and because of this overload they very
often fall ill.

Visiting the hospitals I see people with hernias, kid-
ney displacement, general debility, even venereal disease.
Why? Because they have no one to advise them about their
rights and about a proper life-style. The rich, exploiting
this situation, receive a good income because of this injus-
tice to the poor .. .

The Consulate, I have heard, is just a rubber stamp.
Our unfortunate workers—people whose Hellenistic
instincts remain intact—are unanimously urging me to
liberate them. I have sought it prudent, however, not to
address or counsel them until I receive some degree of
authority from Yourself. (Gilchrist, 1997: 307).

The letter is more significant than a radical student's opinion,
as it seems at a first glance, because it was accompanied by another
168 signatures of Sydney Greeks. Takhmindzis, the first Greek
student in Australia to graduate later in medicine, was acting then
as the spokesperson of Sydney's Greek poor. In the same letter he
accused the Sydney Greek community priest, Father Dimitrios
Marinakis, of "sloth in the performance of his duties, . . ." preoc-
cupation with money making and flattering the rich. "The rich are
his collaborators and relatives" (Gilchrist, 097: 269). On the
other hand, the same priest is described by the authors of I Zoi en
Afstralia as `one of the most modest, virtuous and learned Greek
Orthodox clergymen abroad . . . He is justly highly regarded by
the members of the Greek community of Sydney who respect and
love him excessively for his precious virtues' (I Zoi, . . . 1916: 116-
7). Marinakis remained in his position till 1923 when the Sydney
GOC Council asked the Holy Synod of Greece for his replacement.
He was replaced despite his protests but did not leave Sydney. A
year later he left the priesthood and with his brother became co-
proprietors of the Sydney Greek-language weekly newspaper, Eth-
nikon Vima (Gilchrist, 1997:270). There was no reply to
Takhmindzis' letter. Although Takhmindzis could not know
about the Australian secret census on Greeks, he should have
known that King Constantine himself, because of his pro-German
sympathies, was very unpopular with the Australians. A response
by King Constantine would not have helped either Takhmindzis
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or the community very much. At any rate, a year later, in June
1917, King Constantine was forced by the English and French
navies to leave Greece and go into exile.

In 1916 there were only the two GOCs in Australia: one in
Melbourne and the other one in Sydney with their priests and
churches. The Kastellorizan Association in Perth was established
in 1912. There was a priest there but no established community
and no church. In addition, there were the Ithacan Philanthropic
Association Ulysses Club and the Cultural Pan-Hellenic Associa-
tion Orpheus Club in Melbourne, both established in 1916; also a
Pan-Hellenic Association in Brisbane, established in 1913. All
these organizations were mainly run by the Greek business class
purporting to provide services to the community and the enhance-
ment of the good name of Greeks in Australia. The communities
were offering church services and contributed in the organization
of funding appeals to assist the Greek army and navy as well as war
orphans, victims and refugees. From 1916 onwards the GOC in
Melbourne started celebrating the Greek National Day. They were
also organizing picnics for their members and friends. Other
cultural activities, such as occasional concerts, lectures and the-
atrical performances, were mainly organized by the associations,
especially the Orpheus Club in Melbourne. Unlike in Perth, there
was no proper after-hours Greek school organized in Melbourne
and Sydney and the need for it was felt by the authors of I Zoi en
Afstralia.

1916-1940: Continuities and Changes
Greek Organizations and Their Economic Problems

In Melbourne, between 1921-24, there were unsuccessful
moves to have the two associations merge with the community, so
they could form a strong organization and provide better services
to all. The moves reflect the adverse economic situation faced by
all of them in carrying out their aims. On 17 February 1921 a joint
meeting of the three executive councils took place in the rooms of
"Orpheus" in Melbourne to discuss proposals for an amalgama-
tion. Dim. Mavroedis, the President of the GOC of Melbourne,
thanked all participants for their response to the invitation and
explained the grim economic situation of the Melbourne commu-
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nity. Vice President E. Thalassinos made a plea that the two asso-
ciations come to the community's assistance. Aristotle Papalexan-
drou, the General Secretary of the community, made a passionate
speech to the joint meeting analyzing the problems of the Com-
munity and the larger Greek community:

(In translation) . . . The financial situation of the supposed
Community and its earnings from the church are nothing
compared to its expenses. If this situation is left to con-
tinue we won't be able to remain as a Community Coun-
cil of a non-existing Community and neither we will be
able to keep a church and pay a priest . . . (Minutes in
Greek of the joint meeting of the three Executive Coun-
cils, 17 Feb. 1921).

For the first time, in the over twenty-year history of the commu-
nity, a member of its Executive Council was voicing the need to
pursue new priorities, and not merely offering church services:

(In the past), (Papalexandrou continued), the whole empha-
sis was given to the provision of church services . . . They
(previous Community Councils) gave no attention to the Gen-
eral community issues and they had never thought how to
unite and how to plan for its progress by establishing for
example a Greek School, by undertaking philanthropic
tasks of assisting the poor, of being of help to the sick, of
contributing to the Greek national causes, of celebrating
the Greek National Day or anything else contributing to
the progress and welfare of a community . . . (Ibid.).

The solution for Papalexandrou was the dissolving of the Pan-
Hellenic Cultural Association Orpheus and the Ithacan Philan-
thropic Association Ulysses and the participation of all in forming
a strong community, where a larger number of Melbourne mem-
bers would be able to pay subscriptions for the implementation of
progressive programs. After some discussion, however, Papalexan-
drou's proposal for an amalgamation was rejected.

The need for the creation of a community school in of Mel-
bourne was taken further at the annual general meeting of the
community on 20 February 1922 by the newly arrived priest from
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Greece, the Cephalonian Archimandrite Eirinaios Kassimatis.
President Mavrouedis praised highly the qualities of the new
priest who was present at the meeting. The treasurer's report, how-
ever, was less euphoric. The balance in the bank was only 4/9/5
English pounds. A. J. J. Lekatsas asked the priest not to be disap-
pointed by the financial situation because the supporters of the
community were its members. The Reverend Archimandrite
spoke to the meeting, showing no signs of disappointment. He
made a short warm speech that attracted the applause of those
present. He praised the intellectual gift of the Greek race and the
work of the Greek communities outside Greece. He expressed,
however,

(In translation) . . . The sorrow which depresses my soul
due to the lack of organization of Greek community forces
. . . Don't forget that you are descendants of Homer and
the Ancient Greeks, of the geniuses of knowledge and
learning, descendants of the last Emperor Konstantinos
Palaiologos and the heroes of 1821 Revolution and broth-
ers of those still fighting in the plains and mountains of
Thrace and Asia Minor. The voice and testament of all
these are "Motherland loving. Greeks p.ri X.skpateo don't
neglect to educate your children as is proper for Greeks.
(Minutes in Greek of the Community Annual General
Meeting, 20 Feb. 1922).

Concluding, the priest proposed the establishment of a Greek
school "for implanting the Greek sentiments." This raised an aura
of enthusiasm in the audience and various amounts were promised.
It took more than a year, however, before some Greek after-hours
classes could start operating in the rooms of the Ithacan associa-
tion Ulysses. The problem was that the number of school-age
Greek Australian children in Melbourne in the early twenties was
small and families, due to their type of work, were widely scat-
tered. The president of the community, A. J. J. Lekatsas, in an
interview in the Melbourne Greek language newspaper E0vos4
rAkrtgon 25 April 1923, stated that in contrast to Perth, where
an after-hours Greek school started operating as early as 1915, in
Melbourne and Sydney, long distances were a serious problem for
the establishment of a community school. Father Eirinaios Kassi-
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matis, in an article in the same newspaper on 4 July 1923, admit-
ted that the typical Greek families were either newly married or
their children were past school age.

The influx of Asia Minor refugees increased the population of
the small Greek communities after 1923 but not sufficiently to
make their churches, schools and newspapers financially viable and
independent. According to Tsounis, at least 8,000 Greeks came
during the 1920s but many were also leaving. "Over 40% (of
Greek pre-war II) immigrants left Australia after trying their luck
for a while" (Tsounis, 1993:26). Nor was this expansion welcomed
by some sections of the host society, as the 1925 Ferry Report, in
the State of Queensland, suggests:

Socially and economically this type of migrant (the Greek)
is a menace to the community in which he settles and it
would be best for the State if his entrance were altogether
prohibited. (Cited by Price, 1963: 205).

Of course this sort of prejudice thrived on ignorance and mis-
understanding, as illustrated by the 1916 riots and looting of
Greek shops, the 1928 bombing of the Acropolis Cafe in Mel-
bourne and the anti-Italian and anti-Greek, "anti-dago" riots of
January 1934 at Boulder-Kalgoorlie in Western Australia.

The Church—Communities Dispute in the 1920s

Early in 1924 the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople
created the Greek Orthodox Diocese of Australia. In July 1924 the
new Metropolitan Christophoros Knitis arrived in Australia. His
appointment generated much opposition from the communities.
In Melbourne, a new joint meeting of the three organizations took
place on 18 November 1924, at the shop of community President
Pythagoras Hatzimikhail. Metropolitan Knitis and the honorary
Consuls A. J. J. Lekatsas and A. B. Maniakis participated. The
meeting was chaired by His Eminence the Metropolitan Chris-
tophoros Knitis. This was the last time that such a united meet-
ing of Melbourne Greek organizations was held for at least eight
years. Panayotis Lekatsas, on behalf of the Ithacans, stated that
the association Ulysses found it impossible to hand over its hall.
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Also the Consul-General, A. J. J. Lekatsas, said that it was not
possible for the community to undertake the debts of Orpheus.
Thus, the idea and the efforts for uniting the Greek community
in a common, strong organization failed dismally. Given the man-
ner of the organization of the Greek community in Australia,
this was, in any event not very feasible, and perhaps it was not
necessary.

The controversy over the appointment of Knitis divided the
communities deeply over the next four years. The leaders of the
GOCs were struggling to cover the expenses of running their
churches and could foresee difficulties in keeping up with the
expenses of running a diocese and keeping a Metropolitan. They
resented the fact that they had not been consulted by the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate about the appointment of a Metropolitan;
they had simply been informed in a letter about the decision and
congratulated for becoming part of the newly created Greek
Orthodox Diocese of Australia. They did not wish to cut off their
connections with the church of Greece or to share community
power with a Metropolitan. Furthermore, Knitis was resented by
part of the Greek press and a part of the congregation for his
authoritarian behavior and alleged homosexuality. Very early he
came into conflict with Father Eirinaios Kassimatis in Melbourne
and Father Athinagoras Varaclas in Sydney who had been
appointed by the Holy Synod of Greece. He ultimately dismissed
and unfrocked them. Thus the appointment of Knitis divided the
communities of Sydney and Melbourne. Most of the Ithacans and
Kytherans were against him and demanded his recall whereas the
Samiots, who were his compatriots, were supporting him. Finally,
Knitis was forced by the Patriarchate to be transferred to an hon-
orary position in 1928. It was not until 1932 that the new Metro-
politan Timotheos Evangelinidis arrived in Australia and the
communities-church wound started healing slowly.

Class Divisions

Between 1916 and 1940 a considerable number of regional
associations and brotherhoods had been formed reflecting the
diversification of the wider Greek-Australian community. Those
earlier Ithacan, Kastellorizan and Kytherian fraternities had been
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joined by Macedonians, Asia Minor Greeks, Cypriots, Samiots,
and other regional associations and brotherhoods.

The early 1930s saw the Great Depression in Australia and
Greek community organizations and individuals suffered alike.
According to Antonios Lekatsas, the richest Greek in Australia at
the time, the situation was bad but not as bad as the Depression of
1893. At a dinner in his honor given by the Lord Mayor of Mel-
bourne he donated 105 English pounds to the Lord Mayor's hospi-
tals appeal. In the previous depression of 1893, he had lost
everything except 9 shillings (Hellenic Herald, 27/10/1932). How-
ever, it was not that easy with others. Many businessmen did lose
their businesses and workers lost their jobs. Many, unable to keep
up with payments, lost their houses and others were evicted by their
landlords. According to Tsounis, in 1933 18% of the Greeks in
Australia were employers, 25% self-employed and the rest employ-
ees, but in the census of that year, 33% were unemployed and 6%
working only part-time. Unemployment for the total Australian
population was 25.5% (Tsounis, 1971: 203). In addition,

79% earned less than the basic wage of some three pounds
(40% earning a pound a week or less; and that some 70%
were not citizens. From Greek Church records in Adelaide
we learn that the average age of Greeks at burial between
1925 and 1940 was 41 years (some twenty years below the
Australian national average). (Tsounis, 1993: 27)

After 1935 the economy was recovering and the war years brought
some prosperity. From the census of 1947 we learn that

57% of the Greek born lived in the five mainland capitals
(as against 49% in 1933) while 54% were listed in the
"employer and self-employed categories." (Ibid, p. 28)

Alekos Doukas, a left-wing Greek intellectual and writer in
Australia, born in Asia Minor in 1900 who arrived in Australia in
1927, commented on the state of the Greek community of the
1930s. In his novel, Kano azO 1-3evoug. Oueavotic (Under Foreign
Skies), published posthumously in Melbourne in 1963, he
described the Greek community of Australia of the 1930s, in
terms similar to those of Takhmindzis in 1916:
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(In translation) . . . The Greeks (in the depression) were
divided into three categories. The first were the' 'Patri-
cians', those who were stingy from their cradle. They made
money and showed off as the "good class" .. .

The second class of the "compatriots" were those who
had small shops, fruit shops and fish shops. Their rent was
small, they did not pay salaries by working themselves 80
hours a week, they were leading a dog's life and making
economies so they could put aside a few shillings to send
to their families in Greece, or to be able to climb a step fur-
ther up on the social and community ladder.

The third group, which was the most numerous, were
the "ragged proletarians," anarchists and unorganized,
with a bitter taste in their throat. No one of them was a
factory worker, nor could become one in that period.
(Doukas, 1963: 233).

The awareness of these class divisions were much felt by the
1920s and led to the creation of a number of left-wing associations
in the late 1930s. Even from the 1920s there were some less for-
mal leftist organizations. According to Kourbetis:

(In translation) Peter Alexanders remembers that since
1923 there was in existence a left wing cell which was
bringing in Australia from USA and distributing in the
Greek xcapevela the newspaper EMI1POZ, a newspaper of
the Greek-American communists. (1992: 26)

The first formal left-wing association created in the 1930s in
Australia was the Democritus Greek Workers League in Mel-
bourne in 1935. It was followed by the Sydney Atlas in 1939. Later
similar associations were formed in other major Australian cities.
Greeks of the left were relatively not numerous in Australia in the
pre-war years but were quite active in the Australian trade unions
and the life of the Greek community. These left-wing associations
were pan-Hellenic and broad in their character, not limiting them-
selves to a particular party of the left, aiming to draw their mem-
bers from workers and small businessmen. They kept ties with
other Australian working class organizations and trade unions and
aimed with their information bulletins and cultural and political
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activities to provide to otherwise lonely and isolated workers lan-
guage assistance, forms of alternative entertainment and advice to
avoid gambling houses. They also provided information about
Australia and their rights in their places of work. Kourbetis men-
tions a strike action undertaking by Democritus members to sup-
port the position of a dismissed worker by a Greek employer:

The founding constitution of the first workers' club Dem-
ocritus specifies as its main aim, the development of the
intellectual and class consciousness of its members. It's
worth noting here that the first Greek-Australian strike
was organized by Democritus in late 1935. In response to
a shop-owner's replacement of a worker for one willing to
work for lower wages, members of Democritus organized
a sit-in until the employer re-hired the sacked worker.
(1992: 88).

The workers' clubs supported community activities regarding
the running of the church and the Greek school but their opposi-
tion to the exploitation of workers, as seen above, brought them
on some occasions into conflict with Greek employers. Alekos
Doukas in his novel, Under Foreign Skies, presents the experiences
and feelings of his main character, Stratis, towards his exploitation
by his employer while he was trying desperately to keep working
in his shop in the early 1930s:

(In translation) His hatred for this man was overflowing
every Saturday night when Stratis was paid by him his
wage, an amount of 30 shillings. He knew very well that
his legal wage was 85 shillings for 48 hours work; he was
working 75-80 hours a week for 30 shillings. (Quoted by
Kourbetis, 1992:16).

Doukas, in the same novel, refers also to a Greek unionist who
was trying to organize Greek restaurant workers in Australia and
attracted the enmity of Greek employers who reported him to the
police as a troublemaker and anarchist. The police kept a constant
watch of his movements without ever arresting or interviewing
him so as to keep his nerves on edge. The man was driven to sui-
cide. (Doukas, 1963) Dimitris Kalomiris, a Greek-Australian
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journalist, confirmed in a 1989 interview that Doukas' reference
was a true story of a union organizer who committed suicide in
1941. The unnamed man referred to by Doukas was Andreas
Raftopoulos, a migrant from Ithaca, whose wife and two children
were living in Greece. In the late 1930s he became an organizer of
the Restaurant Employees Union and one of the founding mem-
bers of the Sydney Atlas Association in 1939:

(In translation) . . . Andreas Raftopoulos at that time
worked at a restaurant of his brother in law at Oxford
Street . . . (Like all others) he was working also from morn-
ing to night, seven days a week for three pounds. He left
to become an organizer for the Restaurant Workers . . . He
was a good organizer, an enthusiastic one and managed to
organize some Greeks . . . His work, however, was difficult
and dangerous for him. He was working under the most
unfavorable conditions because the climate of the period
was stiflingly against unionism. There was widespread
unemployment, the only jobs Greeks could get were in
Greek restaurants and in order for someone to find a job he
needed to know some owner well or wait for some worker
to die and try to get his job. How could you organize work-
ers in such a situation? In the small Greek community of
Sydney Raftopoulos became a target of hatred, threats and
persecution. Employers threatened him with jailing and
deportation. And those threats against him were repeated
by the Greek Consulate . . . At the beginning of 1941 Mit-
sopoulos (one of their comrades) was sent to a Liverpool con-
centration camp where Italian and German fascists were
also interned. . . . Raftopoulos was like a stretched wire, a
man about 30, young and anxious as he was, they eventu-
ally broke his nerve. One evening he went to the shop of
Mitsopoulos's mother asking to go upstairs to get some
rest ... They found him in a pool of blood. (Kalomiris,
1989: 13-15).

In April 1939 the Sydney Greek Consul-General, Emilios
Vrysakis, was booed by Democritus members in the hall of
Orpheus in Melbourne where he and the establishment of the com-
munity were celebrating the name day of King George II of Greece
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and propagating the Metaxas dictatorial regime. As a result a
strain in the relations of Democritus and the middle class Greek
Orthodox Community leaders followed for many years, reflecting
the climate of the period.

This political conflict was also reflected in the Greek Aus-
tralian press. The first Greek language newspaper, Afstralia,
appeared in Melbourne in 1913 followed later with few others,
some short lived. By 1939 only three weekly Greek-language
newspapers had survived and continued publication during the
war and post-war years, two of them in Sydney and one in Mel-
bourne. They ranged from the extreme right-wing Melbourne
weekly Phos, 1936-1973, to the two conservative Sydney weekly
papers, the Ethniko Vima which in 1922 succeeded Afstralia under
new management and the Hellenic Herald established in Novem-
ber 1926. The left-wing associations had no newspaper of their
own but they were issuing information bulletins.

The GOCs were, on the main, run in the pre-war years by mid-
dle class shop owners who had organizational skills but very little
time. In post-war years, apart from businessmen, there were also
working class and professional members on the Community Coun-
cil. The Greek Orthodox community of Melbourne and Victoria
(as it was renamed in 1938) started in the late 1930s playing a
more involved role, mainly through the efforts to undertake the
running of the community after-hours school and the preparation
of the Annual Grecian Ball. The proceeds of the ball were allocated
to causes outside of the community such as the appeal of the Lord
Mayor for the city hospitals, the Australian Royal Navy or the
needy back in Greece. A similar role was played by the other GOCs
in the other Australian states. Although women members of the
GOC of Melbourne and Victoria were playing a vital role in its
functions they were not given the vote until 1952. Women, how-
ever, sometimes played an important role in the running of the
left-wing associations of Democritus and Atlas. In 1942 Kiki
Tsounis was perhaps the first Greek woman to be elected to the
management council of a Pan-Hellenic Greek organization in Aus-
tralia, when she was elected Secretary of Democritus (G. Vasila-
copoulos and T. Nicolacopoulos).

In 1952 there was an immigration agreement signed between
Australia and Greece. The picture of the community changed dras-
tically between 1952 and 1972 with the mass migration and the
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arrival of tens of thousands of Greek post-war immigrants who
worked mostly as unskilled workers in the growing Australian
manufacturing industry. The Greece-born persons increased from
25,862 in 1954 to 77,333 in 1961 and to 160,200 persons in the
census of 1971, which was the highest recorded number of Greece-
born persons in Australia. (Fifis, 1999: 67).

Summary and Concluding Comments

A critical point in the formation of the Greek community in
Australia occurred in the years 1897 and 1898 with the establish-
ment of the first two GOCs of Melbourne and Sydney. The estab-
lishment of such communities required the participation of
businessmen with knowledge of Australian society and its politi-
cal and legal system, as well as the ability to lend financial support
to the communities. It was to the advantage of Greek businessmen
to organize themselves in formal organizations so they could
approach more easily, both formally and informally, the Australian
state and local government authorities to counter social prejudices
and discrimination and to make themselves accepted and
respected. The organized community was also providing a venue
to approach and establish relations with the Greek government
and ecclesiastical authorities, something important for their busi-
ness, their social profile and their sense of public participation and
self-importance. The first Greek honorary consuls of Greek origin
were individuals who associated themselves with business, com-
munity organizations and Greek patriotic issues (financial appeals
for the Greek armed forcës, the war effort or providing financial
relief to war victims and refugees).

The year 1916 presents a landmark in the development of the
Greek community in Australia in the sense that various trends and
occurrences culminate in that year. The most significant occur-
rence is the publication of I Zoi en Afstralia. The book presented
the achievements and values of the Greek shop-owning class. It
marks an advanced stage of the community's self-understanding
and self-assertiveness. It was also aiming to be a means of educat-
ing new Greek businessmen about values and qualities necessary
for success, to create a better understanding between them and the
host mainstream society, and to promote the good Greek name and
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overcome the existence of prejudices and discrimination. The book
was also seen as a means of building better relations and under-
standing with the Greek government and ecclesiastical authori-
ties. The authors promoted the idea that the good Greek name in
Australia implied patriotism but also that hard and honest work
for business success would promote acceptance. The business suc-
cesses of some Greeks go back to the 1880s and 1890s but the bulk
of businessmen presented and celebrated in I Zoi en Afstralia were
post-1900 migrants, many of whom started their business quite
young, often in their mid-twenties.

The success of these businessmen started a chain migration
bringing relatives and compatriots to Australia. These new immi-
grants could not find work in the manufacturing industry and
depended on the support of their compatriots for employment.
The success of these employers often depended on the cheap labor
supplied by their compatriots who worked for 10-12 hours a day
for at least six days a week for their food, accommodation and mea-
ger remuneration. This situation led to class divisions and conflict
as described by Takhmindjis, Doukas and Kalomiris. It led also in
the 1930s to the creation of left-wing Greek workers clubs.

The Church-GOCs dispute of the 1920s reflects different
approaches to community organization. The Patriarchate of Con-
stantinople aimed to create a centralized church organization
which set the community priorities and the use of its resources.
The Greek church organization in Australia, up to that time, how-
ever, had been started and developed by the initiative and work of
the laity, that is, the Greek-Australian businessmen. They enjoyed
being elected and participating on the Community's executive
council, building a church, making approaches initially to the
Patriarchate of Jerusalem and later to the Holy Synod of Greece for
the appointment or the recall of a priest, and making the impor-
tant decisions for their city's GOC. They did not wish to cut ties
with the Holy Synod of Greece, nor to share or hand over their
community power to a Metropolitan and retain only the obliga-
tion to financially support the central church organization. The
1920s were characterized by economic hardship and the commu-
nities had difficulties paying the priests and running their
churches smoothly, without the extra expenses of supporting a
Metropolis. These issues led to community conflict. In addition,
Knitis' weaknesses led to his failure and recall in 1928. The new
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Metropolitan, Timotheos Evangelinidis (1932-1947) was more
diplomatic. He accepted the independence of the communities
and cooperated with them in carrying out his functions and decid-
ing community priorities. This policy of mutual understanding
and cooperation was followed by the Metropolis until the death of
the third Metropolitan Theophylaktos Papathanassopoulos in
1958.

The 1920s and especially early 1930s were periods of wide-
spread slumps and economic depression, low returns and high
unemployment. During the depression of the early 1930s many
people suffered loss of their businesses, homes and livelihood.
Greek communities and other community organizations suffered
loss of membership and financial hardship. Only three of the
Greek-language newspapers managed to survive. Immigration in
the early 1930s came almost to a stop. Sometimes there were more
departures than arrivals. The 1920s and 30s, however, witnessed
an increase in the regional associations and brotherhoods which
aimed to assist compatriots in need and to provide outlets for
meetings and cultural functions.

Although the Greek-Australian community changed signifi-
cantly after 1952 the major community institutions and trends
were in place by 1940 including the church, the communities, the
schools, the newspapers, the first major brotherhoods, the pan-
Hellenic cultural and left-wing associations. They developed as a
response to social and economic progress and to the needs of self-
help and self-preservation. In the improving climate of post-
WWII years the expanding Greek organizations and institutions
were able to contribute more effectively to the promotion of the
Greek culture and language, whereas up to 1940, they were pri-
marily concerned with the preservation and enhancement of their
particular status as a minority group in Australia. The conflict
between the left- and right-wing in the Greek community sub-
sided between 1941 and 1944 but continued unabated during the
Greek Civil War and was clearly rife till the collapse of the Greek
junta in 1974.
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Egyptiot Greek Benefaction:
Tradition and Modernity

by MATOULA TOMARA-SIDERIS

Benefaction and Benefactors

Placed in its historical context, the overall effect of Greek eco-
nomic presence in Egypt has been remarkable'. Several positive
aspects are illustrated by the individual course of the Egyptiot
colony's most prominent figures. Among them there are those who
constitute the circle of benefactors: People who served the colony
with a sense of great responsibility and community consciousness,
while at the same time engaging in the cause of their birthplace's
and the National Center's prosperity.

These benefactors, pioneers of their times, framed the transi-
tion from traditionalism to modernity—a process in which at any
rate they played the leading role by virtue of their social status and
economical function as conveyers of capitalism. At the same time,
they ensured the maximum of social solidarity by consolidating
the hegemony of their class and contributing to the formation of
new national and cultural identities.

Thus the historically determined economical accomplish-
ments of Hellenism in Egypt constituted the fertile ground up on
which exemplary phenomena like the Egyptiot Benefaction devel-
oped2 .

The tension between subjectivity, on the one hand, and par-
ticular features of the time as well as of the cultural milieu fram-
ing each historical form of subjectivity, on the other, was expressed
precisely through this ideology. The dialectical relation of subjec-
tivity and culture constitutes that specific ideology at the point of

MATOULA TOMARA-SIDEIUS is Associate Professor at Panteion University
of Athens.
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contact and partial overlap between several bipolars comprising
inter alia:

• The individual and collective imaginary, taking the form of
ambitions and recognition standards.

• The emergence of national ideology and cosmopolitanism,
dominated by the idea of requital both to the benefactor's coun-
try of origin and country of reception.

• Traditional identities and solidarities, on the one hand, and mod-
ernization (`progress) and redefinition of identities on the other.

The ideology of benefaction in toto was developed as an active-
material discourse at the point of tension where the (Hellenic)
National Center's limitations, powerlessness, and even pettiness
perhaps, accentuated the strategic predominance of personality in
a transnational-multicultural environment. In this sense, the
benefactor incarnates an organic intellectual par excellence, who
operates as a particular agent of intercultural connection and ref-
erence within the expanded world context.

The active-material discourse in question, i.e. benefactions,
constituted the manifestation of a long-lasting social practice
under the socio-historical conditions of the time. Indeed, benefac-
tions extended beyond national level, to the benefactor's birthplace
and its people at the colony as well as to fellow countrymen or peo-
ple of the same religion.

The Egyptiot Benefaction

Egypt, a great center of Hellenism during the Hellenistic era,
is 'discovered' anew by Greeks even before the 19th century. In the
context of the colonial system, it is now for them a locus of privi-
leged and productive entrepreneurial and social/community activ-
ity. The most eminent families of the colony formed and developed
in this context, while many of their members came to be registered
in the circle of benefactors3 .

Our argument's material will consist in the examination of
benefaction ideology as represented by agents of four Alexandrian
families (Averoff, Choremis, Benakis, Salvagos). Their course
throughout successive transformations of the international and
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local economical and political field will indeed allow us to study
the way in which long-term processes, mechanisms and phenom-
ena are transcripted and reflected in smaller scales (clan, family,
individual), meeting there respective phenomena characteristic of
the individual, the clan, the social micro-environment, etc.

The presence of Averoff, Choremis, Benakis and Salvagos fam-
ilies in Egypt covers a hundred year period (from the middle of
19th century to the middle of 20th century). Leading figures
among these families served for long periods as presidents of the
Greek Community of Alexandria (Georgios Averoff 1885-1899,
Konstantinos Salvagos 1900-1901, Emmanuel Benakis 1901-
1911, Mikes Salvagos 1919-1948), while their entrepreneurial
skills adapted to an increasingly intricate activity framework.
Their benefactions are directed towards their homeland (birth-
place) and the fraternity of people of the same origin living in the
colony ("A8skyemicoc"), extending through the years to the
national center and to the land of reception itself (Egypt).

In the following table 1, in order to make clear the historicity
of the gesture, the benefactions of these eminent Alexandrians dur-
ing the years of their presence in Egypt are gathered and schemat-
ically presented. The Greek state honored among them Georgios
Averoff and Emmanuel Benakis with the title of National Benefac-
tor, whereas other members of the four families were named Great
Benefactors.

Careful examination of the donations' table calls upon an ini-
tial remark on the historicity of the benefactions. Starting with
Georgios Averoff and the Choremis family, who left a bequest for
the Greek Parliament library at 1877, until 1950, when the same
family sent a substantial bequest to the island of their origin
(Chios), we follow for a century a play of alternate donations
bequeathed to the country of reception (community), their birth-
place and the National Center (Greece). In this alternation of suc-
cessive donations, the Alexandrian families of the benefactors,
actually forming a network of financial and social support, serving
other fellow countrymen of the community, their birthplace as
well as the total of Hellenism.

Studying their donations on the first level, that of financial
support to the Hellenic Community of Alexandria (EKA), which
was deep in debt, we note that, according to archive data, these
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DONATOR
	

YEAR

Georgios Averoff
	

1874
Ioannes Choremis
	

1877

Georgios Averoff
	

1887

Konstantinos M.	 1888
Salvagos

Ioannis Choremis/	 1888
Emmanouel Benakis

Georgios Averoff	 1896

Georgios Averoff

Georgios Averoff

Georgios Averoff
Georgios Averoff
Georgios Averoff

Georgios Averoff

Georgios Averoff

Georgios Averoff

Georgios Averoff
Konstantinos M.

Salvagos

Konstantinos M.
Salvagos

Mikes Salvagos

1896

1896

1896
1896
1897

1898

1898

1898

1899
1901

1901

1902

Table 1.
Historicity of benefaction

DONATION (COMMENTS)

"Averoffion" Pharmacy in Metsovon
For the Greek Parliament's Library
(Honorary display of the donator's portrait
at the large library hall
250.000 Egyptian pounds contribution for
payment of the Greek Community of
Alexandria (EKA) debt
192.875 Egyptian pounds contribution for
payment of EKA debt
400 Egyptian pounds for payment of debt
EKA
114 Egyptian pounds donation 'for the
renovation of the Annunciation Church'
1.000.000 golden drachmas bequest for
completion of the Athens Stadium and
restoration of its marbles
Donation for the statues of Rigas Pheraios
and Gregorios E' at the University of
Athens propylaea
Donation for "Averoffion Ephebeion"
Donation for Cadet School
13.000 pounds sterling donation for
Averoff School of Arts and Crafts
500.000 golden drachmas donation for
Averoff School of Agriculture in Larissa
500.000 golden drachmas bequest for the
foundation of Athens Conservatory
500.000 golden drachmas bequest 'for the
completion of construction and decoration
works at Metsovion Polytechnic'
Bequest for 'Averoff Battleship'
1.000 Egyptian pounds for the Greek
Hospital ('On the occasion of matrimony'
of his son Mikes with Argine Benakis)
975 Egyptian pounds bequest to the Greek
Community of Alexandria
142,210 Egyptian pounds donation for
reparation of microbiological
laboratory/department of infectious
diseases/purchase of instruments
1.100 Egyptian pounds donation for the
institution of Ophthalmologic Department

Kon. M. Salvagos
	

1903
family
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at the General Dispensary of the Greek
Hospital

Mikes K. Salvagos
	

1903 58,500 Egyptian pounds contribution for
the purchase of a disinfector at the Greek
Hospital

Konstantinos I.	 1905 487,500 Egyptian pounds for 'new
Choremis	 charitable institutions'

Kon. M. Salvagos
	

1906 16.087,500 Egyptian pounds for
family
	

'construction of Salvagian Vocational
School' (At the Chatby playfield of EKA.
For 'reconstruction and mechanic
installations')

Emmanuel &
	

1907-9 Benakis Common Meals for the needy/
Virginia Benakis

	

	
Benakis Orphanage for Girls (EKA's
Chatby)

Nikolaos M. Salvagos 1919 19.550 Egyptian pounds donation to EKA
(Scholarships for graduates of EKA schools
to Europe, Greece, U.S. and elsewhere.)

Emmanuel &
	

1918/ 1.270,125 Egyptian pounds
Virginia Benakis
	

1929 donations/grants for Benakis Common
Meals

Mikes K. Salvagos
	

1920 300 Egyptian pounds donation 'for the
renovation of the Annunciation Church'

Konstantinos I.	 1920 300 Egyptian pounds donation 'for the
Choremis	 renovation of the Annunciation Church'

Konstantinos I.	 1922 2.500 Egyptian pounds donation for 'the
Choremis
	

foundation of Choremis Radiological
Department'fSeparate ward at the Greek
Hospital of Alexandria)

Georgios I. Choremis 1922 12 antiquities to the Archeological and
Ethnological Museum of Chios

Mikes K. Salvagos
	

1923 100 Egyptian pounds donation for
'renovation of Ophthalmologic Dispensary°
(Greek Hospital of Alexandria)

Mikes K. Salvagos
	

1923 50 Egyptian pounds for 'construction of
locker rooms at the Chatby school
playfield'

Konstantinos I.	 1923 100 Egyptian pounds for 'construction of
Choremis
	

locker rooms at the Chatby school
playfield'

Mikes K. Salvagos
	 1923 6.200 Egyptian pounds for 'the institution

of Antoniadis Old People's Home' (From
rights 'acquired by trusteeship of the
property of Ant. Antoniadis, who donated
his public gardens to the Municipality of
Alexandria')    
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Mikes K. Salvagos

Konstantinos I.
Choremis

Konstantinos I.
Choremis

Konstantinos I.
Choremis

Emmanuel Benakis

Emmanuel Benakis
Mikes K. Salvagos

Mikes K. Salvagos
Emmanuel Benakis

Emmanuel Benakis

Emmanuel Benakis

Emmanuel Benakis

Emmanuel Benakis

Emmanuel Benakis

Mikes K. Salvagos

Konstantinos I.
Choremis

Mikes K. Salvagos

Konstantinos I.
Choremis

Konstantinos L
Choremis

1923 100 Egyptian pounds for 'the institution of
Antoniadis Old People's Home'

1924 1.000 Egyptian pounds for 'renovation of
women's surgery department at the
Alexandria Hospital'

1924 100 Egyptian pounds 'for Choremis
Radiological Department'

1925 Donation for the running expenses of
Athens College

1925 Donation to Athens College. He was its
cofounder along with his son-in-law
Stephanos Deltas.

1925 Donation for the Parliament Library
1927 430 Egyptian pounds for the Alexandria

Hospital (From his rigths as trustee of the
Socrates Comnenos inheritance)

1927 100 Egyptian pounds for the Schools
8/24/1927 35.000 pounds sterling for the
(codicil)	 institution of Athens College
1929	 (Pressing educational and charitable
(execution) needs)
1927 20.000 pounds sterling for the foundation
(codicil)	 of Nurses School at the Red Cross
1929	 Hospital (Pressing educational and

(execution) charitable needs)
1929 3.505,612 Egyptian pounds donation for

Benakis Common Meals in remembrance of
his ever memorable wife Virginia

1929 2.337,075 Egyptian pounds for Antoniadis
Old People's Home

1929 3.875,016 Egyptian pounds for Benakis
Common Meals

1929 47.657 Egyptian pounds bequest to
Benakis Orphanage

1930 30 Egyptian pounds 'for Antoniadis Old
People's Home'. (Construction of
Greenhouse)

1930 100 Egyptian pounds donation 'for roof
renovations at the Annunciation Church'

1931 20 Egyptian pounds donation 'for the
Annunciation Church'. (Courtyard paving)

1931 50 Egyptian pounds donation 'for the
Annunciation Church'. (Courtyard paving)

1931 Financial contribution to the Muslim
Charitable Society. (Since the end of 19th
century several Greek Benefactors of
Alexandria and Cairo contributed to the    
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Muslim Charitable Fraternity.)
Antonios Emman.	 1931 Donation for 'Benakis Museum'

Benakis
	

(Establishment of institution)
Mikes K. Salvagos	 1932- 200 Egyptian pounds contribution to

33
	

Community Fundraiser
Konstantinos I.	 1932- 200 Egyptian pounds contribution to

Choremis	 33
	

Community Fundraiser
Konstantinos I.	 1932- 50 Egyptian pounds contribution `to

Choremis	 33
	

collection for the Annunciation Church
Kon/nos & Georgios I. 1932- Donation for the institution of Chios

Choremis	 33
	

School of Agriculture
Georgios I. Choremis 1934 Donation of coin collection to Argentis

Museum
Georgios I. Choremis 1934 Donation of antiquities to the

Archeological Museum of Chios
Georgios I. Choremis 1939 Donation to the Philharmonic Orchestra of

Chios
Georgios I. Choremis 1940 Donation for the institution of Choremis

School of Weaving in Chios
Aristeides Dem.	 1950 Bequest to Chios Municipality

Choremis
Aristeides Dem.	 1950 500 Egyptian pounds to Egyptian

Choremis	 charitable institution
Aristeides Dem.	 1950 300 Egyptian pounds for the Greek

Choremis
	

Orthodox Church of Lausanne and Geneve
Aristeides Dem.	 1950 100 Egyptian pounds for the Voluntary

Choremis Social Service of Geneve, the General
Hospital of Geneve and the Swiss Red
Cross.

Konstantinos M.	 1950 7.000 Egyptian pounds for the
Salvagos	 reconstruction of school cinematograph in

memory of his father Mikes

Note: Quotation marks indicate excerpt from the file Great Benefactors and
EKA Benefactors, File s.n. K160 1938, Greek Archive of Literature and
History (EAIA)

Source = G. Averoff Testament = Athens Archive
Joan. Choremis, Kon. Choremis, G. Choremis, Ar. Choremis Testament

from Choremis family archive
E. Benakis, Ant. Benakis, Pen. Delta Testament = Precise copy, Notaries

Union, Athens Archive
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debts at 1887 approximate the amount of 500.000 golden francs 4 .
Georgios Averoff settled the community's debt by organizing a
fund raising committee. The most reputable Greeks of Alexandria
were members of this committee, chaired by Patriarch Sofronios,
while Averoff himself covered half of the debt (250.000 golden
francs) from the outset. As it can be observed, others followed his
example.

Next we take note of their donations to the colony. Owing to
these men, new establishments such as Averoff Girls' School, Sal-
vagian Vocational School, Averoff School of Arts and Crafts and
Benakis Orphanage, operated at the Community. As a result of
renovations in older school and other edifices, the colony's children
enjoyed an improved education. Furthermore, Benakis Common
Meals for the needy was created, Choremis Radiological Depart-
ment was established, the operation of the Greek hospital and
other community institutions improved. Maintenance of the
Annunciation Community Church was ensured, Antoniadis Old
People's Home was established, the Greek Chamber of Commerce,
the Greek Club, the Scientific Society and several Cultural Centers
came to operate smoothly.

From a different perspective, we can see that Alexandrian
benefactors Averoff, Choremis, Benakis and Salvagos, never for-
getting their native land, bequeathed substantial amounts to
mountainous Metsovon and Chios, where they come from, thus
making a major contribution to their social, intellectual and finan-
cial growth. Georgios Averoff, the most significant benefactor of
Alexandrian schools, right after the first years of his emigration,
instituted at his own expense the "Averoffion" Pharmacy at his
mountainous and secluded birthplace (1874). Likewise, in Chios,
several schools, churches and community institutions, the Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, the Archeological Museum, the Argentis
Museum, Choremis School of Agriculture and School of Weaving
are some of the works owed to donations made by the Chios-cen-
tered Choremis family.

Furthermore, vigorous and continuous occupation with their
fatherland (National Center) directed the donations of the Alexan-
drian benefactors in question towards the achievement of high
goals. Georgios Averoff left in his will a donation of 900.000
golden francs for the completion of the Polytechnic School, the
only condition being that it be named `Metsovion' after his birth-
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place, Metsovon. In 1896 he made a new donation of 1.000.000
golden francs for the restoration of the Athens Stadium marbles.
Another donation was made by Averoff for Athens Conservatory
and 'Averoffion Ephebeion'. Finally, Averoff left a bequest of
2.500.000 golden drachmas for the Navy War Fund, contributing
decisively to the purchase of an armored warship known as `Averoff
Battleship', that was to become the flagship of the Greek fleet in
the Balkan Wars.

Ioannes Choremis bequeathed to the Parliament's Library and
his son Konstantinos contributed to the institution of Athens Col-
lege with a specific bequest for the 'Choremis Theater' there.
Emmanuel Benakis, apart from his donations to the Parliament's
Library, established the Nurses School and Athens College. The
highest point of the family's beneficence to Greece, for the expan-
sion of the Greeks' intellectual and artistic wealth, was the insti-
tution of Benakis Museum by Emmanuel Benakis' son, Antonios.
Donations for enrichment of the Museum were made in collector's
items by members of all three of the families.

Benefaction: Tradition and Modernity

Projecting the data of Table 1 onto the bi-dimensional space
defined by two perpendicular axes ("Tradition vs. Modernity" and
"Locality vs. Universality") offers (Graph I) a new, most interest-
ing perspective about the historicity of benefaction. The whole
picture clearly places these benefactors at the point of historical
transition from traditional society with its universal solidarities
and collectivities to modernity and corresponding differentiation
and predominance of individuality.

The Alexandrian Benefactors break new ground here, operat-
ing at the level of traditional society as well at that of modernity,
thus contributing to the reformation of the world towards cos-
mopolitanism and secularization of symbolic wealth.

Nevertheless, besides active, material benefactions, we may
additionally refer to the benefactors' activities peculiar to moder-
nity; because modernity is not signaled just by the fact that a per-
son conveys new ideas, but also by the fact that this person is
actuated by a novel worldview that, to the extent it exists, neces-
sarily leads to new forms of functioning. Hence, Virginia Benakis,
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Graph I.
BENEFACTION: TRADITION AND MODERNITY

Universality

• Muslim Charitable Society and
Egyptian charitable institutions
(continuously)

• Swiss Red Cross (1950)
• Geneve Voluntary Social Service

(1950)
• Geneve General Hospital (1950)
• Greek Orthodox Church of Geneve

and Lausanne (1950)

Traditionalism

• Benakis Museum
• School Cinematograph of Alexandria

(1950)
• Averoff Battleship (1899)
• Rigas Pheraios and Gregorios E' statues

(University of Athens) (1896)
• Athens College (1925-1929)
• Nurses School (1929)
• Parliament Library (1877)
• Parliament Library (1925)
• Restoration of Athens Stadium (1896)
• Averoffion Ephebeion, bequest (1896)
• Metsovian Polytechnic, bequest (1898)
• Cadet School (Evdpidon) (1896)
• Ethnological Museum of Chios (1922)
• Municipality of Chios, bequest (1950)
• Greek Hospital of Alexandria (1902-

1927)
• Choremis Radiological Dept. (1924)

Modernity

• Benakis Orphanage (1907)
• Benakis Common Meals (1909)
• Antoniadis Old People's Home

(1929)
• Greek Hospital (continuously)
• Greek Orthodox Church

(continuously)
• Greek Community School

(continuously)
• Several financial contributions EKA
• Community fundraiser EKA (1887)
• Community fundraiser EKA (1932)
• For the Schools (1927)
• School locker rooms (1923)

• Chios School of Agriculture (1932)
• Averoff School of Agriculture,

Larissa (1898)
• Salvagian Vocational School (1906)
• Choremis School of Weaving, Chios

(1940)
• Municipality of Chios, bequest
(1950)
• Averoffion Pharmacy of Metsovon

(1874)
• Averoff School of Arts and Crafts

(1899)
• Averoff Girls' School (1897)

Locality
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in order to help put an end to white slavery and ensure women's
employment, established the Home of Women's Protection in Alexan-
dria, an institution operating in cooperation with the National
Vigilance Association in Switzerland. The tendency to promote
elements of modernity within a framework of functions dominated
by traditionalism is here unmistakable'. Within the context of the
same goal, that of supporting women's employment, Virginia and
Emmanuel Benakis established after their settlement in Athens
the city's first nursery at the area of Plato's Academy (1925).

Georgios I. Choremis also established the School of Weaving
(1940) in Chios, thereby contributing to the change of women's
social role. Through the enhancement of their professional con-
sciousness, this process offered them the possibility to develop
their personality and build up their autonomy. Pioneer steps in the
transition from traditional family economy to modern industrial
economy in the context of local society can also be detected in this
benefactor's case.

The Salvagian Vocational School was established in memory of
Konstantinos Salvagos. It operated in the spirit of tradition, soli-
darity and mutual help to service the majority within the Greek
colony of Alexandria. Years later, his son Mikes Salvagos, with his
own social viewpoint and political philosophy, rearticulated the
traditional idea of solidarity and community responsibility in
terms more strictly corresponding to modernity. His innovative
spirit manifested itself in the development of the pharmaceutical
industry and its connection to the corresponding French industry,
thus promoting the reformation of Egyptian economy towards the
direction of industrialization and consolidation of capitalistic pro-
duction. A further tangible expression of his cosmopolitan spirit
has the extent of his affiliations within the international society.
Greek benefactor Mikes Salvagos is the only one among Alexan-
drian benefactors who was honored by the French government
with a membership in the ranks of the Legion d' honneur. His son
Konstantinos, a third generation of the Salvagos family, a man of
modernity, cultural interests and qualifications, made a donation
for the School Cinematography in memory of his father Mikes,
thus illustrating the same innovative spirit.
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Benefaction as efficient historical action

As long-standing tradition and more or less codified social
practice, the Egyptiot Greek Benefaction represents a special kind
of historical (not only humanitarian) action, since it decisively con-
tributes to the transition from the mental and institutional uni-
verse of traditionalism to modernity: "Progress" as dominant
ideology, the individual as important social and historical actor,
constitution of national identities and states, cosmopolitanism.
Perceived as socially necessary and morally indicated, the Egyptiot
benefaction is also, and perhaps above all, historically efficient
human action.

Notes

'Matoula Tomara-Sideris, 'Egyptian Hellenism and Benefaction ',Journal of
the Hellenic Diaspora, Pella, N.Y, Volume 29.1 (2003).

2Matoula Tomara-Sideris, Evergetismos kai prosopikoteta [Benefaction and Per-
sonality), Volumes I & II, Papazissis Editions, Athens, 2002.

3Matoula Tomara-Sideris, Alexandrines Oikogeneies [Alexandrian Families),
Kerkyra Editions, Athens, 2004.

4Politis, Athan., 0 Hellenismos kai i neotera Egyptos [Hellenism and contempo-
rary Egypt), Grammata Editions, Alaxandria 1928, Volume I, pp. 258-259.

5S. Hall-B. Gieben, The Formations of Modernity, [Greek trans.] I diamorphosi
tis Neoterikotetas (Oikonomia, Politike, Politismos), Savvalas Editions, Athens 2003,
pp. 293-299.
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Angelia Calvocoressi 1840-1929:
A Cosmopolitan Life

by CLAIRE BRISBY

An unrecognised facet of the Greek diaspora from Chios,
enlarged after the notorious massacres of 1822, is revealed in the
life of Angelia Calvocoressi and her descendants. They are
unknown because the course of migration of this branch of the
Calvocoressi family, through Italy and Belgium to England over
four generations, traces an isolated trajectory, independent of the
Greek diaspora in Europe and elsewhere. In Philip Argenti's
genealogy of Chiot families, the entry for Angelia is incomplete
and there is no awareness of her and her family in the bibliography
of the Calvocoressi family.' The biographical outlines of Angelia
Calvocoressi and of her descendants presented here in the first sec-
tion are drawn from the family's hitherto unpublished archive as a
supplement to Argenti's genealogy. This archive is informative on
related aspects of Chiot society and the evidence discovered,
together with a description of this resource, is included in the first
section and appended in tabulated form as a contribution to the
greater Hellenic diaspora: Supplement to Philip Argenti.

The second part is concerned with analysing the historical
effect of the Chios massacres on Greeks from the island regarding
their social and cultural awareness in relation to Europe. The
significance of this line of the Calvocoressi family in illustrating a
pattern of migration and integration is set out, followed by a sec-
tion monitoring corresponding shifts in cultural awareness. The
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cosmopolitan lives of Angelia and her descendants offer a graphic
illustration of the social disruption caused by the events of 1822.
The fate of Angelia's father, Pandeli Calvocoressi, is typical of the
displacement caused by this cataclysmic event and of the conse-
quences on family cohesion. Pandeli was born on the island in
1802 and, after his father Zannis became a fatal victim of the mas-
sacres in 1822, he left Chios and married Sozonga Comnene in
Constantinople, the city of her birth, in 1825. 2 He was to die near
Athens in 1880.

As a result, Angelia's life and that of her daughter and descen-
dants trace a course of migration outside Greece. They embraced,
and in turn, epitomised the cosmopolitanism of European society
of the period. The four generations represent a process of cultural
re-orientation, distinctive for reflecting the transition from west-
ernisation, as an aspiration to western values from outside, to cos-
mopolitanism understood in terms of an international outlook
from a western perspective. Angelia, representing the first gener-
ation, was Zannis Calvocoressi's youngest daughter, born in 1840
in Constantinople. She was married there but was to spend little
of the rest of her life in her native town. She and her husband
shared a western cultural outlook and moved to Corfu, where
Anglia was widowed. Angelia married again and her second mar-
riage took her westward to southern Italy where she spent the next
three decades of her life in Naples. Angelia died in Berlin and the
path of her migration ends in Finland, where she is interred with
her second husband in the Old Cemetery in Helsinki. The next
two generations of her descendants present a pattern of similarly
displaced existences and cosmopolitan identity. It is from the third
generation of Angelia's descendants onward that features of assim-
ilation in England, in terms of identifying with a host country, are
found. Integration in England, in terms of being accepted as a
national of the host country, is reflected in the permanent residence
in that country of the fourth generation of Angelia's descendants.

The lives of the two generations represented by Angelia and
her only daughter Alexandra present comparative examples of cul-
tural orientation in Europe, shifting from the Greek Orthodox
sphere in the east to the Latin west over the period of a century. As
examples, they delineate a geographical range of cosmopolitansim
extending over the breadth and height of Europe, from Constan-
tinople, Angelia's birthplace in 1840, to Brussels, where Alexan-
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dra died in 1961, and from Naples where they each spent a third
of their lives, to Helsinki where they are both interred.

In addition, the life stories of Angelia and Alexandra reflect the
fortunes of cosmopolitan women of the Chiot diaspora. Angelia's
periods of widowhood placed on her the responsibility of a single
parent and Alexandra was endowed with a promising artistic
talent. In the cases of both women, the social fluidity of a cosmo-
politan environment were favourable to their individual circum-
stances and Alexandra's artistic development is entirely indebted
to the opportunities available to her in Europe.

Of particular interest in this facet of the Greek diaspora is their
regard for their Greek identity. The life stories of Angelia, her
daughter and their descendants reflect shifting perceptions of
Greek consciousness allied to the stages of their cultural re-orien-
tation. The expression of Greek consciousness, recognised in the
collective acknowledgement of language and religion characteris-
tic of the Greek diaspora, is not pronounced in Angelia's family. In
their case, the greater the cosmopolitan dimension of their lives,
the more pronounced was their perception of Greek identity in
terms of a duality of cultures. The stages of this development in
the Greek consciousness of the first two generations, as seen in
Angelia and Alexandra, are sequentially characterised by ambiva-
lence, ambiguity and finally polarity. The Greek consciousness of
the third and fourth generations is abstract and couched in myth
and the history of their Greek forebearers is perceived as remote
and legendary. This artificiality in the family's regard for Greek
identity arises from a strategy devised by Alexandra to reconcile
the cultural duality she perceived in her situation. She disregarded
the Greek identity of her mother's family and assumed a Greek
name intended to resonate in western perceptions of Greece and
Greeks. The strategy was implemented by her formal adoption of
Comnene as her family name, being the French version of Corn-
nenos, a frequently encountered name in Greece and the name of
a major imperial dynasty in the history of the Byzantine Empire.

The Archive

Angelia's biography and that of her daughter Alexandra are
reconstructed from evidence found in the archive of documents
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and other material preserved in the family of her descendants,
hereafter referred to as the Archive. 3 The material falls into four
categories, two defined by documents relating to financial trans-
actions and inventories of material possessions, a third determined
by documents of civil status and a fourth consisting of miscella-
neous personal possessions. The earliest documents in date relate
to the furnishing of a house in Constantinople between 1867-1872
and include further documents relating to household property,
such as a valuation in 1888, inventories of 1891 and c. 1911. The
photographic record of domestic interiors preserved in a family
album is placed in this category. A second category consists of doc-
uments relating to expenditure at the time of Alexandra's wedding
in 1913, largely preserved in an envelope inscribed Comptes de
Trousseau. A major feature in this category is the commission for a
bridal parure of a tiara and necklace given to the Parisian jewellers
Cartier. Documents relating to Alexandra's subsequent patronage
of Cartier are also placed in this category. A third category consists
of documents relating to civil status—location of residence, birth,
marriage and death—and includes correspondence relating to the
adoption of the name Comnenos and registration of Alexandra's
surname as Comnene. A fourth category is made up of personal
belongings and some correspondence from a musical casket
belonging to Angelia, referred to as the Botte d Musique. A quan-
tity of correspondence attributed to Alexandra exists separately, as
yet unexamined, and remains a potential source for clarifying the
questions raised here. This interpretation of the documentary evi-
dence took into account oral family recollection given by Angelia's
granddaughter, Irene.

The documentation reveals the importance attached by the
family to possessions, many of which survive. Appraisals of this
material, as represented by Angelia's acquisitions and by the col-
lections of decorative arts formed by her daughter and her husband
Robert Everts, were a contributory factor in estimating their cul-
tural re-orientation. The public significance of these collections is
reflected in the acceptance by national museums in England, Fin-
land and Mexico of donations made by the family, and also in pur-
chases of selected parts by several of these museums, listed in the
Appendix: Acquisitions in public collections from Comnene-
Everts-Logan Collections and Archive.
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Angelia Calvocoressi and her descendants: genealogy and migration

Angelia's birth on 12 October 1840 in Constantinople is
recorded in Argenti's Libro d'Oro but the entry on her needs to be
amended and completed in the light of evidence in the Archive. 4

The date of her marriage to a figure named Michoglou, whose first
name is unknown, is merely stated with the year 1870. Family
recollection and circumstantial evidence relocates the date of
Angelia's marriage to the preceding decade. The entry in Argenti
lacks any reference to Angelia's second marriage in 1889 to
Waldemar Becker-ReuterskiOld. 5 Furthermore, the date of Angelia's
death in Berlin is six years later than the date given in Argenti,
which is to be corrected to 22 March, 1929. Angelia had one child,
Alexandra, born on Corfu on 4 February 1880, and this is also not
given in Argenti.

Documentary evidence in the Archive and family recollection
enlarge on the identity of Angelia's first husband. He is known in
the family as Jean Michoglou and is reputed to have had a brother
named Alexander. The record of his death in the Archive states
Angelia's husband Jean Michoglou as the son of Demitrius and
Helen, born in 1818. 6 This evidence suggests that Jean Michoglou
is identified as an elder brother of Alexander Michoglou, recorded
in Argenti's genealogy as the son of Demitri Michoglou and Helen
Ioanides.7 Alexander married into the prominent Chiot family of
Ralli in 1860 and his wife Vierou was from the branch based in
Trieste.8 This alliance reveals Jean Michoglou's relations with
Greeks living abroad and signals his access to a network of con-
tacts in western Europe.

Jean Michoglou is an enigmatic figure in family recollection,
which attributes to financial expediency Angelia's marriage to
someone twenty years her senior. Angelia's family had reputedly
suffered serious loss of property in a fire and the groom is alleged
to have been wealthy through banking activities. The location of
the Calvocoressi house in Constantinople is unknown but at the
relevant time, notable fires occurred in the district of Akarasaray
in 1856, in Pera-Beyoglu in 1857 and in 1865 a large one affected
the districts of Hoca Pasa and Kum Kapi. 9 The loss of personal
property was often compounded by inadequate compensation for
the affected terrain sequestered to regularise the road system. The
historical context thus endorses the family attribution of Angelia's
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marriage to Jean Michoglou to the early years of the decade of
1860.

There is evidence in the Archive that Jean Michoglou had two
more brothers, named Nenophant and Gavril. Nenophant acted as
one of the witnesses of Jean Michoglou's death, as recorded on the
document relating to his death, where he is identified as the son of
Demitrius, aged forty one. Gavril is identified by Jean Michoglou
in his Will, when he makes provision for his two nieces, Maria and
Euphrosine, named as the daughters of his brother Gavril.'°

As in the private recollection of the family, Jean Michoglou's
identity as a public figure in Constantinople is elusive. He is not
named in the sources relating to the financial institutions of the
period in Constantinopleoll Similarly, despite his alleged wealth,
he has left no trace as a donor in the records of patronage amongst
the Greek community in Constantinople. 12 Jean Michoglou's
commercial activities and relations with the Greek community in
Constantinople and the diaspora in Europe can, however, be recon-
stituted from circumstantial evidence in the Archive.

A document addressed to Mess. Michoglou Bros, relating to
transport charges for silverware acquired from Elkington's in Lon-
don leads to the deduction that Jean Michoglou had a business
partnership with his brothers. The location of Jean Michoglou's
business activities in the Middle East is ascertained from family
recollection of Angelia's travels to the Caucasus shortly after her
marriage and corroborated by inscriptions found in handsomely
bound publications of English literature preserved in the family as
highly treasured by Angelia. One cites the town of Tabriz (Iran)
and is accompanied by the date of 1864. Another gives the name
of Tiflis (modern Tbilisi, capital of Georgia) and the date of 1866.
These inscriptions identify the geographical arena of Jean
Michoglou's activities during the decade of his marriage to
Angelia.

The inscriptions are by the same hand and the one dated 1864
is signed by Th. A. Vlasto. Accordingly, he is likely to be the
Theodor Anthony Vlasto recorded in Argenti's Libro d'Oro. 13

Theodor Anthony was closely involved in the business activities of
the Ralli family from Chios, into which Jean Michoglou's brother
Alexander had married, and this accords with oral family recollec-
tion which remembers Vlasto as a successful man of business. The
inscriptions in the books imply cordial relations between Vlasto
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and Michoglou in the context of the Near East. The cities cited
were points on the overland trade routes to India, where the Ralli
established an office in Calcutta in 1850. The Ralli family busi-
ness was equally well represented at the sea ports of the trade
routes, notably in Odessa on the Black Sea in the east and in Mar-
seilles in the western Mediterranean. 14 The nature of Michoglou's
business affairs can accordingly be envisaged to be related to those
of the Ralli company in the Eastern Mediterranean."

Furthermore, Theodor Antony Vlasto's subsequent residence
in England signals the scope of contacts with western Europe
available to Angelia and Jean Michoglou. Theodor Antony became
a partner of the Ralli business in 1892 and settled in Liverpool,
where he died in 1901. The survival of personal relations between
Angelia and Vlasto after the death of Jean Michoglou demon-
strates that Angelia shared in her first husband's western orienta-
tion. At the time Angelia left Greece for Naples, M. Vlasto is
named godfather to her daughter Alexandra in the Will drawn up
by her second husband Waldemar Becker-Reuterskiäld in 1892,
the year her second husband was appointed Alexandra's
guardian. 16 The Will quotes M- Vlasto c/o Ralli, Marseilles but
living in England.

A.measure of Michoglou's alleged wealth and a glimpse of the
couple's status in Constantinople are gleaned from the evidence in
documents of the second category in the Archive. The expenditure
on household furnishings between 1867-1869 amounts to some
25,369 French francs and £292 founds sterling respectively and
from the lavish scale of their purchases, their home must have been
substantial in size. A Bakshaish carpet of approximately twenty
five square metres surviving from this period gives a measure of
the scale of the unidentified Constantinopolitan house.

The furnishings for the Constantinopolitan house listed in the
documents clearly demonstrate the scope of the couple's western
aspirations. They were purchased directly from suppliers in west-
ern European capital cities, London and Paris, and in the port of
Marseilles, and from retail outlets affiliated to them in Constan-
tinople. 17 China and glass was obtained from W.P & G. Phillips of
Oxford Street, London and silverware from Elkington & Co. whilst
the furniture and upholstery was sought in France. The descrip-
tions of the furniture, wall coverings, textiles and upholstery, such
as the entry for thirty rolls of wallpaper grit peril dor" with two
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plafonds ciel' and a pair of 'fauteuils anglais capitonnis' designated
specifically for rooms as 'la chambre de Madame,' evoke the western
taste and design introduced into these domestic interiors in Con-
stantinople.' 8

Angelia did not live long, however, in the newly 'appointed
house in Constantinople. Shortly after completion, Angelia and
her husband left the city for Corfu, allegedly in family recollection
because of disaster involving Michoglou's financial interests. The
timing of their move coincides with the European economic
depression of the decade after 1870. The extent to which Jean
Michoglou was materially affected is, however, difficult to ascer-
tain as the furnishings acquired in Constantinople from 1867
remain in the family's possession and their survival does not sug-
gest dire impoverishment. The presence in Corfu of Angelia's elder
sister, Eriphili married to Anastasis Colla of Corfu, is likely to have
been a motivating factor in the move to the western Greek
island.' 9 Angelia maintained a lasting interest in this sister, one of
five who predeceased her, reflected in Angelia's correspondence
with friends and relatives on Corfu on the eve of Eriphili's death.
This correspondence preserved in Angelia's Bette a Musique is con-
cerned with the burial of her sister's daughter, her niece Diaman-
tine, whom she evidently held in great affection. 2° The evidence of
Jean Michoglou's residence in Marseilles in 1875 suggests that his
wife Angelia went to live with her sister in Corfu whilst business
commitments engaged him in the French port. The evidence is
found in the Greek version of Jean Michoglou's Will which refers
to a version in French dated 5 April 1875 and signed by Jean
Michoglou, resident and living in Marseilles.

It is worth noting here that the correspondence relating to the
death of Diamantine provides evidence of another child of Eriphili
Calvocoressi and Anastasis Colla unrecorded in Argenti, a son Jean
and brother to Diamantine. The premature deaths of Jean and Dia-
mantine—both prior to 1924—are apparent from the course of
this exchange. In addition, Diamantine's husband is identified as
Bogdanos and the correspondence also records his remarriage to
Merope Megalidou from Athens c. 1927.

It was in Corfu that Angelia gave birth to her only daughter,
Alexandra in 1880. 21 Eight years later and after approximately
thirty years of marriage, Angelia became a widow with the death
of Jean Michoglou on the island on 6 May 1888. 22 Angelia remar-
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ried in 1889 in the town of Chalcedon in Bythinia, Asia Minor, a
figure with a diverse cosmopolitan background, Waldemar
Becker-Reuterskiiild (1840-1907). 23 His paternal name Becker
denotes his Baltic origin and Reuterskitild the name of his
mother's family, a noble family of Swedish origin established in
Finland. 24 At the time of his marriage to Angelia, he was Balkan
correspondent for a French paper in Constantinople but he is
renowned in Finland for identifying with the cause for Finland's
independence.

Becker's career began with military training in Finland, fol-
lowed in 1859 by enrolment in the Cadet Corps at St. Peters-
burg. 25 A promising future in military service was jeopardised by
an amorous liaison which provoked his expulsion from Russia and
consequently exile from his homeland, Finland, being then under
Russian occupation. Becker's exile led to a peripatetic existence.
He acted as military advisor at successive courts in Europe and the
number of decorations awarded to him, now in the Porvoon
Museum in Porvo (Borga) near Helsinki, testify to the recognition
of his services by a diversity of monarchs and rulers. 26 The decora-
tions include ones for service in the Spanish campaign of 1860 in
Morocco and in the doomed Mexican Expedition mounted by the
French of the Second Empire between 1862-1865. Serbian deco-
rations awarded to him in the decade following 1870 reflect his
activities in the Balkans, fuelled by his conviction that the
Ottoman presence should be expelled. In later years he devoted
himself to the publication of military and political comment in the
French press, which led to his appointment in Madrid in 1885 as
editor of the French language journal l'Europe, and subsequently in
Constantinople in 1887 as Balkan correspondent for La Defense
Nationale. 27 He never returned to Finland and his renown as a pio-
neer of Finnish nationalism is founded on his controversial article
"La Finlande independante et neutre" published in Paris by Le
Contemporain in 1880.28 His advocacy of Finnish independence was
no doubt due in some measure to his criticism of Russia and its
imperialist policies coloured by his personal experience of Russian
institutions. Becker died in Naples in 1907 and was given burial
posthumously in 1931 in the Old Cemetery in Helsinki, acknowl-
edged with military honours by the Finnish nation.

In the second year of her marriage to Becker at some time dur-
ing the summer of 1891, Angelia and her second husband went to
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live in Naples. From the date of the registration with the Munic-
ipality in Corfu of Alexandra's family name as Michoglou de
Becker-ReuterskiOld, we can determine the family was still on the
Greek island on 9 March 1891. In November of that year, Alexan-
dra was enrolled on a year's foundation course at the Art Academy
in Naples. In December of the following year, their address is
recorded as in the Chiara district, on the third floor of an apart-
ment block in the rione Sirignano. 29 On becoming a widow for the
second time on Waldemar Becker's death in 1907, Angelia associ-
ated the remaining twenty-one years of her life with that of her
only daughter, Alexandra. Angelia continued to live in the same
apartment in Naples, after her daughter's marriage in 1913 to
Robert Everts until 1920, when she went on an extended visit to
her daughter who had accompanied her husband in the Belgian
diplomatic service to his post in Beijing (Peking). Angelia subse-
quently joined her daughter's household permanently in 1925,
and photographs showing furnishings acquired in Naples inte-
grated into the interiors of the residence of the Belgian legation in
Berlin, where Robert was next appointed, indicate that the apart-
ment in Naples had been relinquished by that date.

Alexandra spent her formative years in Naples. She was edu-
cated privately but her aptitude for art was fostered by attendance
of public classes at the academy of art in Naples, from 1891 to
1895, then known as the Istituto di Belle Arti. 3° Her artistic poten-
tial was reputedly recognised by Domenico Morelli, who was asso-
ciated with the Scuole di Pittura di F igura e d'Ornamentazione from
1891 and director from 1897. Alexandra's talent won her a bronze
and silver medal from the Istituto di Belle Arti in 1895. Alexandra's
formation at the Academy of Naples instilled an enduring com-
mitment to drawing and painting, and led her subsequently to
sculpture. She worked principally in portraiture of her close rela-
tions and her most ambitious undertaking as an artist, and her only
achievement in the public domain, are the effigies of her mother
with her second husband she modelled for a funerary monument
in the Old Cemetery in Helsinki. This was erected in 1931 and
Alexandra had a role in this posthumous commemoration of her
adoptive father as a champion of Finnish nationalism. 31

Two years after Becker's death in 1907, Alexandra travelled to
Munich, accompanied by her mother, seeking to further her artis-
tic talent. Little is known of Alexandra's activities in Munich
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except that it led to an introduction to the Swedish artist, Anders
Zorn, who took a personal interest in her. In response to an invi-
tation from this artist of European renown, Alexandra accompa-
nied again by her mother travelled to Sweden, where Alexandra
received instruction from Zorn in his studio at Mora between 1909
and 1911.

In Munich, Alexandra was introduced to her future husband,
Robert Everts, a figure of ambiguous national identity. Robert was
born in 1875 of Dutch parents in Brussels, where his father served
as Dutch Consul. He was educated in Belgium and adopted Bel-
gian nationality upon entry into the Belgian diplomatic service.
Robert and Alexandra were married in 1913 and their nuptials
were endorsed in two ceremonies in Brussels. The civil wedding
took place at the Mairie d'Ixelles on 15 November. 32 A religious
ceremony at the Russian Orthodox chapel in the rue des Cheva-
liers took place the next day. The latter attracted the attention of
the press and the account, preserved in a cutting from an uniden-
tified paper, records that it was conducted by the Archdeacon of
the Russian church, Alexander Smyrnopoulo at half past four on
16 November. 33

Alexandra's married life weaves a peripatetic course through
the countries to which her husband was accredited during the
course of a distinguished diplomatic career. Immediately after her
wedding, Alexandra accompanied her husband returning to his
post in Beijing (Peking). After a cursory return to Europe at the
end of the First World War, the couple returned to China in 1924.
In 1925, Alexandra and her young family went to live at the Bel-
gian legation in Berlin, at 53 Jaegerstrasse, where her mother
Angelia joined her daughter's household permanently as we have
noted. In 1932 Alexandra went to Madrid on her husband's
appointment as Ambassador, one of the first to hold ambassadorial
rank in the Belgian diplomatic service. There they remained, with
the exception of an interlude in St. Jean de Luz during the Civil
War, living at 42 Almagro until her husband's retirement in
1939. 34

Upon Robert Everts retirement from diplomatic service on the
eve of the Second World War, Alexandra and her family chose to
live in Belgium and acquired a town house in Brussels at 151
Chaussee de Charleroi. The family's introduction to their new
home was affected by the war-time experience of occupied Brus-
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sels and compounded by Robert's untimely death from a heart
attack on 30 April 1942. 35 Thereafter, Alexandra became increas-
ingly physically incapacitated. She died in Brussels aged 81 on 27
July 1961. She is interred with her mother in the commemorative
monument to Becker she designed in the Old Cemetery in
Helsinki.

Alexandra had two children. Alexandra's son Robert was born
in Naples in 1918. After his mother's death, he kept the family
house in Brussels, pursuing portrait and landscape photography,
until 1970, when the house was sold and the furnishings and col-
lections removed to a smaller town house. He married firstly
Gabriel Bodart in 1964 and following her death in 1994,
Madeleine Strivay in 1997.

Alexandra's daughter Irene was born in Peking in 1922 and
lives in England as a result of marriage to a British diplomat, Don-
ald Logan, in 1957. Irene accompanied her husband on foreign
postings to Washington, Guinea West Africa, Paris, Sofia and
Brussels. After serving as ambassador in Guinea, Sofia and at the
United Nations Law of the Sea conference in New York, Irene's
husband Donald was honoured with a knighthood the year of his
retirement in 1977. They have two daughters and a son, all living
in England. Irene's eldest daughter is married as is her youngest
child, her son. There are three children from the son's marriage,
two boys and a girl, who represent the fourth generation of
Angelia's descendants.

Migration and Integration

This reconstructed history of four generations of the Calvo-
coressi family charting a passage from Constantinople to London
presents patterns of displacement and social engagement which
schematically illustrate the effect of migration and identify agents
of integration. Discussion of these features of social mobility is
enhanced by reference to an account of integration in England of
another member of the Chiot diaspora Peter Calvocoressi in his
autobiography Threading my Way. 36 The value of this record as a
parallel to Angelia Calvocoressi and her family is underpinned by
a direct family relationship. Peter and Angelia share descent from
a common forebearer, Zannis Calvocoressi (1776-1822) the victim
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of the 1822 massacres. 37 Peter Calvocoressi conveys sensitive
impressions of cultural duality in his older family and in his
upbringing and then in his career in England and assesses the
impact of education and marriage on his national affiliation. The
publication of this experience of cultural and national identity in
the last decade of the twentieth century enables parallels to be
drawn with all four generations of Angelia's family.

The present situation of Angelia's three great grandchildren
endorses Peter Calvocoressi's view that education has a determin-
ing role in consolidating integration into a host country. All three
live in England and, in spite of the international dimension of
their parents' marriage and peripatetic lifestyle in diplomatic serv-
ice, they consider themselves British after having attended schools
in England.

The significance attributed to marriage in determining cul-
tural orientation by Peter Calvocoressi is also mirrored in the pat-
tern of marriages in Angelia's family. Marriage outside the Greek
community had a considerable impact in eroding Greek con-
sciousness. Peter Calvocoressi regarded his marriage to an English
wife as a mark of his integration in a host country, that of his wife,
England. In Angelia's family, the stage of integration through
marriage is reached after a sequence of repeated mixed marriages
with partners of equally cosmopolitan situations. Angelia's second
marriage to Becker was outside the Greek community but did not
lead to assimilation in the host environment, Naples, nor to inte-
gration in Neapolitan society. Their residence in Naples does not
appear to have fostered an identification with the host city as
developed as in the case of Peter Calvocoressi, whose family's resi-
dence in England over several generations established a degree of
permanence. The displacement experienced by Angelia's second
husband can be recognised as a significant factor in contributing
to the sense of transience in her family.

The marriage of Alexandra to Robert Everts mirrors the pat-
tern of her mother's culturally mixed alliance with Becker and
Alexandra's identification with a similarly nationally detached fig-
ure demonstrates her inclination for a cosmopolitan context. As a
married couple, the mutual experience of displacement was aggra-
vated by the enforced migration imposed by Alexandra's husband's
diplomatic career and their cosmopolitan outlook consequentially
intensified.
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The counterpart to Peter Calvocoressi's mixed marriage mark-
ing a definitive stage in dispensing with cosmopolitanism and a
progressive stage in integration is found in the marriage of Alexan-
dra's daughter, Irene, to Donald Logan. Irene's marriage to a diplo-
mat reflects the precedent of her mother, but in Irene's case and
despite being professionally exposed to a cosmopolitan dimension,
her assimilation of British nationality was steered by the categor-
ically British national identity of her husband. The formal expec-
tations of the wife of a British diplomat influenced the official
acquisition of a British passport and her personal acknowledge-
ment of the Church of England.

The two marriages of Irene's three children show that a
predilection for cosmopolitanism is not altogether erased upon
integration. In both cases, the choice of partners with similarly
international backgrounds demonstrates an intuitive and mutual
affinity with cosmopolitan situations. Irene's son's partner came to
Europe from Australia and her daughter's partner has likewise a
maternal family origin in the Balkans.

Cultural orientation

A western orientation is identified by Peter Calvocoressi as a
consistent trait of Greek families from Chios, attributed to the
Greek island's relations with Genoa and the west throughout its
history. This westernisation in Chiot society was arguably trans-
muted into cosmopolitanism, characterised by the erosion of
Greek consciousness, and provoked by the loss of permanent domi-
cile and migration, following the massacres of 1822. A pivotal
moment of change in this process of cultural re-orientation is
exposed in a comparison of the lives of Angelia and her daughter,
Alexandra.

On marriage to Michoglou, Angelia's outlook was already
international. She had direct experience of the Middle East,
through her travels to Tabriz and Tiflis in the 1860s where she read
English literature, and with her husband she then furnished their
house in Constantinople in the western style. The couple's desire
to identify more decisively with the west is likely to have been a
contributing motive for their move to Corfu. Corfu's history of
independence from Greece and economic association with Italy
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and the west conditioned a quality of life closely observing west-
ern practice which generated a perception of the island as intellec-
tually prestigious as well as politically and nationally neutral. 38

Angelia's move to Naples with her second husband, Becker,
marks another stage of transition in the process of westernisation.
At the end of the nineteenth century, Naples was a prominent
European city, remodelled on Paris after a decimating epidemic of
cholera in 1884.39 The city with the largest population in Italy, its
social and cultural life, supported by a prosperous economy
derived from a revived maritime industry, was of cosmopolitan
renown.

The date of Angelia and Becker's arrival in Naples suggests
that Naples of the Risanamento offered the social and cultural flu-
idity of European cosmopolitan life to facilitate the newly married
pair of mixed cultural backgrounds establishing themselves
socially as a couple. Their residence in the done Sirignano by
December 1892 reflects the availability of accommodation in the
Chiara, one of the most radically transformed areas of the city. This
suggests they were the first tenants in a building built on the
Parisian plan for apartment blocks and overlooking the seafront
and the public gardens of the Villa Communale, creating a riviera.
Retailers in the via Chiaia leading into the Piazza dei Martiri
endowed the quarter with a fashionable international reputation.

Added to this, Naples offered greater social and educational
opportunities for Alexandra than the Greek island of her birth.
Becker is alleged to have taught her several European languages
for the pluralistic society in Naples and she took full advantage of
classes at the Academy. Naples provided Alexandra with the con-
text for contact with the liberal politician and cultural critic,
Benedetto Croce, for whom she developed great admiration. In
turn, Croce showed interest in the young woman when she visited
him at the via Trinita Maggiore (renamed the via Benedetto Croce)
in Naples and the surviving correspondence between them
remains a source to evaluate his influence in the development of
Alexandra's aesthetic and cultural awareness.

The two decades Alexandra grew up in Naples, from 1891
until her marriage in 1913, witnessed the heightened stature of
Naples and of the Sorrentine peninsular in European cosmopolitan
life, enhanced by facilitated access presented by the railway net-
work and cliff-top roads inaugurated in the Bourbon era of Ferdi-
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nand II (1830-1859).4° Angelia and Alexandra's patronage of
hotels in Sorrento, frequented by the Astors, and communication
with Parisian jewelers, documented in the family Archive, meas-
ure the extent of their cosmopolitanism. On the occasion of
Alexandra's engagement, gemstones were despatched to Cartier in
Paris to be set into a bridal parure with a note dated July 1913 on
headed paper from the Hotel Sirene in Sorrento.

Alexandra's lifestyle in southern Italy as a mature young lady
reflects a stronger western focus in her cosmopolitan outlook than
that of her mother, Angelia, at the same stage prior to her mar-
riage. This was fostered by her education in Naples and confirmed
by her visit to Munich, and determined the cultural polarity she
perceived in her Greek awareness.

The visit to Munich proved to be a catalyst in both the artis-
tic and the private life of the twenty-nine year old young woman.
It represents a fruitful and definitive period in Alexandra's devel-
opment as an artist and the number of portraits she accomplished
between 1910 and 1912 testify to her application. A pencil study
of her mother allegedly attracted the attention of Zorn and family
recollection attributes Alexandra's instruction in figurative oil
painting to her apprenticeship with Zorn in Sweden. Munich was
also the setting for Alexandra's introduction to her future husband
and their married life was played out on the cosmopolitan stage of
European society. In retirement in Belgium, Alexandra was per-
ceived as a cosmopolitan figure, an image she entertained and
which led to association with similar figures, including Queen
Elizabeth, the wife of King Albert of the Belgians, whose Por-
tuguese mother had married into the Bavarian ducal family of
Wittelbach.

The use of language as an indicator of cultural orientation is
instructive in the cases of Angelia and Alexandra. Angelia's west-
ernisation in Constantinople is reflected in the use of French as a
first language, a characteristic feature of educated Greek society.
Personal correspondence as well as official documents reveal the
consistent use of the French form of her Greek name, Angeliki, as
she is was known and referred to as Angele. There is also evidence
of English as a second language. An edition of the Bible in Eng-
lish in the family's possession published in Oxford in 1839 is
inscribed by Angelia with her name and the date of 1852, when
she was twelve.
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Angelia's correspondence in Greek with family and friends tes-
tifies to her preservation of the Greek language during the last
thirty-eight years of her life spent abroad. Likewise, her concern to
baptise her daughter and her granddaughter in the Orthodox faith
testifies to her steadfast adherence to the Greek religion. In the case
of Alexandra, however, her familiarity with European languages
was at the expense of her knowledge of Greek. Alexandra did not
actively practice the Greek Orthodox faith and she had no genuine
experience of Greece, other than a visit to Athens in 1898, which
is remembered on account of her presentation to Queen Olga, wife
of George I and a niece of Tsar Alexander II. The visit does not con-
vey a curiosity on her part for her Greek heritage and family.

In relation to Alexandra's Greek consciousness, her written
appraisal on Domenico Theotokopoulos, known as El Greco,
prompts the question of how far her interest in the artist was con-
cerned with the Greek identity of this Cretan born painter. Pub-
lished in the review Cruz Y Raya in August 1935 and acclaimed
by Gregorio Maraflon, who translated the French draft into Span-
ish, the article is her personal contribution to the prevailing inter-
est in this artist, whose achievement in Spain was then currently
the subject of discovery and re-appraisal. Alexandra's estimation is
not concerned with the painter's work in Greece. Instead she views
his Greek national origins in the perspective of the prevailing Hel-
lenism as the source of a talent indebted to the heritage of classi-
cal Greek antiquity, the fount of European classicism.

Before leaving aside the subject of cultural identity, it is appro-
priate to comment on the regard of nationality which is observed
in these figures. For Angelia, a western orientation did not conflict
with her Greek consciousness, which she maintained to the end of
her days. There is, however, ambivalence in her regard for official
national identity. Angelia travelled from China back to Europe via
Suez with a French passport issued in 1924.41 Similar expediency
is detected in Becker's regard for formal national identity, as he is
recorded as a citizen of Serbia in 1887. 42 Such ambivalence in rela-
tion to formal national identity is no doubt characteristic of a cos-
mopolitan outlook.

Turning now to the subject of the function of material posses-
sions in cultural appropriation, the furnishing of the Constanti-
nopolitan house in the mid-nineteenth century described earlier
reflects Angelia and her first husband's appreciation of western
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Alexandra Michoglou-Comnene-Everts
on the day of her civil wedding in 1913.



European style and discernment of quality associated with the
west. A dinner service surviving in the family is alleged to be from
Minton and the table silver is documented from Elkington, both
companies in England. The furniture and upholstery came from
two French companies specialising in export. The furnishing of the
house in Constantinople demonstrates cultural acquisition in con-
sumer consumption of the west.

The role attributed to material possessions by Angelia's
daughter, Alexandra, however reflects a different approach to
acquisition. Alexandra's aptitude for collecting and display, shared
equally by her husband, is less concerned with overt westernisa-
tion than with the expression of eclectic connoisseurship. To
Robert Everts pre-marital collections of Spanish colonial art from
Mexico, the couple added collections of Chinese ceramics, textiles
and decorative arts. Their discernment then is acknowledged now
in the acquisitions made from of these collections by public
national museums, as set out in the appendix: Comnene-Everts-
Logan Collections and Archive: in public institutions. The importance
attached by the couple to collecting resonates with the predilec-
tion to collect described by Peter Calvocoressi, which he ascribes
to the experience of displacement: 'I found compensation (from a
sense of not belonging) in private addictions taking the form of
collecting facts and material.'43

The role assigned to dress at the time of Alexandra's wedding
exemplifies the role attributed by the family to possessions in cul-
tural aspiration and expresses the cultural duality experienced by
Alexandra at that point. For the civil wedding, Alexandra wore a
gown allegedly by the Parisian couturier Jacques Doucet adorned
with antique lace from Naples and the diamond and ruby bridal
parure of necklace and tiara by Cartier. 44 For the religious ceremony
in the Russian Orthodox chapel, Alexandra wore a brown suit
trimmed with fox fur but the focus of attention was the ritual
diadems worn by the bride and groom and their alleged connec-
tion with the Comnenos dynasty.

The two ceremonies of Alexandra's nuptials simultaneously
express Alexandra's awareness of cultural ambiguity and, in her
ambivalence, the priority she accorded to the west. On the basis of
monetary expenditure and intended prestige, Alexandra's dress at
the civil wedding represented the greater investment. The pride
taken by Alexandra in achieving this dress can be inferred from the
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fact that the only photographic record of the wedding is of the
bride thus attired. The full length representation of the bride was
the image with which she identified and considered representative
throughout her life.° A variant shows her with a fur mantle made
from Chinese sable given by the groom. Alexandra's bridal dress
set a model for subsequent family weddings and has been sponta-
neously reconstructed by her female descendants. The tiara and
lace were worn by her daughter and granddaughter at their respec-
tive weddings.

Identification with the height of western European fashion in
dress and jewellery can be seen to have been a conscious intention
in the design of Alexandra's wedding attire and trousseau. The
sheaf of bills preserved in the Archive demonstrates, in the scale of
financial and physical investment, its importance to her as to her
mother, as a defining event. Paris, not Alexandra's home town
Naples, was the venue and Alexandra and her mother Angelia
travelled to the capital over a month in advance of the wedding in
November 1913. They occupied apartment 540 at the Hotel
Regina and embarked on an intensive programme of purchases,
documented from 5 September. This represents, following the
precedent of Angelia's interiors in Constantinople, a second exam-
ple of commercial consumption of western culture."

Alexandra's patronage of Cartier represents an apogee in
Alexandra's cultural orientation and fulfils, in two generations, the
process of westernisation embraced by her mother. It is also sig-
nificant in reflecting the firm's success in meeting the claims for
social status addressed to them by their diverse clientele, imperial
and royal dynasties of Europe, aspiring Indian rulers and Ameri-
can tycoons alike. In relation to this, the documents preserved in
the family archive show this commission to be significant in
revealing the firm's client relations and the client's active partici-
pation in subsequent commissions. Alexandra's choice is remark-
able for placing her confidence in designers reputedly progressive
in terms of technical and stylistic achievement. This is considered
separately for publication.

The conduct of the religious ceremony of marriage in the
Russian Orthodox chapel, in contrast to the civil marriage, appears
to be staged to promote a mythical Greek identity. Alexandra's
desire to have a nuptial ceremony authorised by the Orthodox
Church was more an acknowledgement of her mother's national
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religion than a profession on her part of the Greek religion. The
ceremony was conducted in the chapel of the Russian Orthodox
Church, and although this may be understood as in default of a
Greek Orthodox chapel in Brussels, no minister from the Greek
Orthodox Church was present. The impression it made on the
reviewer from the press testifies to the theatricality of the occasion.
The published account resonates with allusions to imperialism,
perceiving in Alexandra's bearing imposing and majestic grace,
and dwelling on the gold diadems and their alleged historic impe-
rial dynastic role. The acknowledgement that year of the new occu-
pant of the Greek throne as Constantine XII in the line of the
imperial Byzantine succession may not have been without influ-
ence on general perceptions of matters Greek. The mythical asso-
ciation with Greek imperialism so prominently perceived at the
religious ceremony stems from Alexandra's association with the
name of an illustrious Byzantine dynasty.

At the age of twenty-six, Alexandra registered with the
Neapolitan municipality her surname as Comnene, the French form
of the Greek name Comnenos. This was Angelia's mother's maiden
name. By decree dated 19 May 1906 Angelia was authorised to use
the name following the example of a cousin, George Miliotis who in
his capacity as ADC to King George I of Greece, had obtained a for-
mal permission to use this name. 47 Angelia did not assume the
name, but the authorisation extended to Alexandra, who, also
known as Alma, identified herself Comnene, even after marriage
when she inscribed her works of art.48 This clearly demonstrates the
pride she derived from associating herself with this name.

Alexandra's adoption of the name Comnene intended to capi-
talise on the prevailing vogue for imperialism in European culture
and to claim rank with the names of Greek imperial dynasties of
Paleologos, Ducas and Lascaris prevalent in western society. The
concept of imperial rule was analogous with the repossession of
Constantinople, the principal objective of the prevailing ideology
and political movement in Greece of the Megali Idea. 49 In adopt-
ing this name, Alexandra demonstrated a strategy formulated to
reconcile the polarity she perceived in her cultural awareness by
identifying with an assumed Greek identity of prestigious status
in the perceptions of western Hellenism. The impression made on
the reviewer of the religious marriage ceremony reflects the suc-
cessful implementation of her strategy.
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Alexandra's construction of an artificial Greek identity appeal-
ing to the concept of Greece in western Hellenism operated within
the greater perspective of the prevailing vogue of Orientalism, the
perception in the west of the Orient in terms of an artificial image
unrelated to direct experience. It is not irrelevant to note that the
Orientalist perception has been found to be most pronounced in
relation to the Levant. 5°

Alexandra's adoption of the name Comnene was encouraged, if
not instigated by, Angelia's second husband, Waldemar Becker.
Evidence in the Archive shows Becker's intervention in the adop-
tion of the name Comnene. A letter from the Greek legation in
Rome acknowledging receipt on 14 July 1906 of the required doc-
umentation is addressed to Becker in Naples. Becker had estab-
lished a precedent by linking his maternal family name with his
paternal surname, as testified by a document of registration issued
by the Serbian Ministry of the Interior in 1887. 5 ' The incentive
for Becker's name change was genealogical, as the name would
have died out on his mother's death, yet the connection with nobil-
ity implies social advantage as an additional incentive for Becker.
The genealogical evidence for Alexandra's claim to the imperial
dynasty remains to be verified in the original authorisation issued
by the Greek Ministry of the Interior. 52 This does not appear to
have deterred the family's conscious association with the imperial
dynasty at the time of Alexandra's wedding. Alexandra's allusion
to imperial lineage is detected in the use of the motif of a coronet
encountered in her trousseau. It is found placed above Alexandra's
maiden initials, AC, stamped in gold on the fitted boxes of the
jewels supplied by Cartier. Such emblems are unusual on Cartier's
boxes, despite their noble and regal clientele. For her wedding half
a dozen handkerchiefs ordered in Paris from the Maison de Blanc
as part of Alexandra's wedding trousseau were embroidered with
the regal emblem.53

The adoption of the name Comnene by Alexandra in 1906
marks a pivotal moment in the family's transition from westerni-
sation to cosmopolitanism. The use of a distantly related maternal
name demonstrates Alexandra's objective appropriation of a Greek
identity with illustrious associations, as a mechanism to project a
concept of Greek identity familiar to a cultural context outside
Greece and the Greek diaspora. The use of the French form, Corn-
Ilene, indicates its intended role in a western social context. This
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role served Alexandra as an alternative to associating with a col-
lective Greek identity, as represented by established diaspora. In
her isolation from the Greek diaspora and in her assimilation of a
cosmopolitan environment, Alexandra compensated for both the
duality she perceived in her cultural awareness and for the lack of
a clearly defined national identity, by formulating a Greek iden-
tity compatible with her western cultural orientation.

To encapsulate the process of cultural reorientation repre-
sented by Angelia Calvocoressi and her family, we observe the
degree to which physical mobility and cultural consciousness are
intrinsically related. Significant posts in the passage of migration
determine definitive stages in cultural awareness. Geographical
context is significant in conditioning cultural orientation.
Angelia's move from Constantinople to Corfu marks the first step
of a westward migration and her western orientation was con-
firmed through subsequent residence in Naples. Alexandra's visit
to the central European city of Munich confirmed both her cultural
and social future orientation in the west.

The formal social institutions of marriage and education had a
determining effect on assimilation and social integration.
Angelia's mixed marriage to Becker severed her in the west from
her native cultural context. Alexandra's mixed marriage placed her
at the end of her life in Belgium, the most western point of conti-
nental Europe.

In addition, the history of Angelia's family reflects a marked
distinction between westernisation, as a western outlook, and cos-
mopolitanism, as a peripatetic exile from homeland, whether
genealogical or adopted. The present circumstances of the fourth
generation of Angelia's descendants highlight genuine cosmopoli-
tanism as a transient state and one which is repeatedly unsustain-
able through successive generations.
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25221 from the Greek Ministry to the Interior to the Greek consulate in Naples
dated Athens 19 May 1906 and copied Athens 1 June 1906 authorising Angelia
and Alexandra the use of the name Comnene under article 5 of royal decree of
11 March 1837, with French translation countersigned on 23/6 July 1906 by a
hand with illegible signature, followed on 9 August 1913 by George ? British
Consul General countersignature of 1906 Greek Consul General and on 16 July
1913 by Albert ? Belgian Consul General. In addition, a document (No. 540)
dated 1/14th July 1906 from Legation of Greece in Rome records extension of
use of name Comninos to Angelia Becker and Alexandra Michoglou. The
French version Comnene used by the family.

"Comnene-Everts-Logan Archive: document from Municipality of Naples
dated 24 September 1918 registering with the Minicipality on 12 July 1906
Alexandra's use of the name Comnenos. The form Comnine used by the family con-
sistent in subsequent reference.

49Richard Clogg, `The Byzantine Legacy in the Modern Greek world: the
Megali Idea', The Byzantine legacy in Eastern Europe (Boulder & East European
Monographs, 1999): 253-281; Anatolica (Variorum, 1996) IV.

"Edward Said, Orientalism (London, 1978): 73-74.
51 Comnene-Everts-Logan Archive: document 11659 issued by the Min-

istry of the Interior in Belgrade on 29 September 1887, and translation in
French, authorising Becker as a Serbian subject, sujet serbe, residing in Constan-
tinople the use of his mother's family name, ReuterskiOld.

52Comnene-Everts-Logan Archive: Authorisation document from Ministry
of the Interior, Athens to Mayor of Corfu dated 19 May 1906 refers to a decree
of 11 March 1873.
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"Comnene-Everts-Logan Archive: Invoice from Grande Maison de Blanc,
22 September 1913.

Appendix A

Supplement to Philip Argenti, Libro d'Oro de la noblesse de Chia, Oxford 1955
Documented in Calvocoressi-Comnene-Everts Archive

Bold Argenti

222 Angelia Calvocoressi b. Constantinople 12 October 1840
m. Constantinople 1870 Michoglou
m. 1) Constantinople c. 1864 Jean Michoglou
m. 2) Chalcedon 1889

Waldemar Becker-Reuterskiold 1840-1907
d. Berlin, 22 March 1929.
daughter: Alexandra 222.i.

—Michoglou is identified in Family tradition: Jean.
—Archival evidence locates marriage to Jean Michoglou before 1867, being
earliest date on invoices dated between 1867 and 1869 for substantial furnish-
ings for a house with principal bedroom and 'chambre de Monsieur' in Con-
stantinople [Al. An inscription in a book in Angelia's possessions dated 1864
implies a date prior to this for their marriage, as it also cites the location of
Tabriz and therefore associates it with the travels Angelia is known to have
undertaken in Family tradition accompanying her Ipsband in the Middle East.
—Angelia's marriage to Waldemar Becker in 1889 is documented in a certifi-
cate of civil marriage [Ba) and an officially stamped ecclesiastical certificate
[Bb).
—Angelia's death is known from the date 1929 inscribed on the monument in
the Old Cemetery in Helsinki, Finland where her ashes were interred with those
of her second husband, Waldemar Becker in 1931. The monument bears funer-
ary effigies of Angelia and Becker modelled by Angelia's daughter, Alexandra.

223 Michoglou Jean	 b. Constantinople 1818
d. Corfu 6 May 1880
son of Demetrius & Helen
brothers Neophant(?) and Gavril, Alexander (174)
nieces Maria & Euphrosine

Bilingual certificate of death (Greek/French) dated 1913 and countersigned by
the Belgian Consul, drawn up by the priest of the Church of the Mother of God
Spiliotissa & St. Blaise in city of Corfu, records the death at 3.00 pm of Jean, son
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of Dimitrios and Helen, aged seventy [C). Documents attached attest to the
purchase of a double burial plot [Ca) and permission to erect a monument [Cb)
granted by the Municipality of Corfu.
—Neophant Certificate of death of Jean Michoglou is witnessed by Neophant,
son of the late Demetrius, verger, aged 41 [C).
—Gavril Jean Michoglou's Will makes provision for two children of his brother
Gavril named Maria and Euphrosine [D).
—Maria and Euphrosine Jean Michoglou's Will names them as children of his
brother [D).

220.i.a Diamantine d. 1924 daughter of Eriphili Calvocoressi (220)
m. Anastis Colla (221)

Correspondence (in French) in Sept 1924 from Diamantine to Angelia and let-
ters from Angelia referring to the death of Diamantine [El.
Bogdanos: identified as a correspondent (in Greek) with Angelia from 30 Dec.
1924 to 30 Dec. 1928. The seal he used (27 Sept. 1925) has initials JB inter-
twined.
— Husband of Diamantine: refers in letter of 30 Dec. 1924 to Angelia as
mother-in-law and in the letter of 12 May 1927 assures his memory of Dia-
mantine is not affected by his re-marriage to Metope Migalidou/Megalidou,
from Athens, daughter of the General Inspector of the National Bank.

220.1.b Jean
	

d. by 1924, refs. in letter 9 Sept. 1924 to Angelia:
Diamantine mourns the recent death of 'her dear
Jean'; identified as Eriphili's son in Bogdanos' letter
30 Dec. 1924.

222.i	 Alexandra	 b. Corfu 4 Feb. 1880
m. Brussels 15 Nov. 1913 Robert Everts 1875-1942
son: Robert 222.ii.a
daughter: Irene 222.ii.b

—Birth documented in record of baptism: dated 23 March 1880 and signed by
the vicar Elephterios Palatianos Iconomos records baptism in church of the
Theotokos Spiliotissa (of the Cave) and St. Blasios in the diocese of Corfu of a
female infant of Jean Michoglou and Angelia Calvocoressi born on '23 January
this year' (old calendar) [F).
—Marriage certificate issued by the Municipality of Ixelles, Brussels.
—Adoption of name Comnine 1906: Authorisation extended to Angelia and to
Alexandra of use of the name Comnene enacted under the royal decree of 11
March 1873 (Protocol 2522) conveyed by the Ministry of the Interior in Athens
to the Greek Consulate in Naples dated 19 May 1906 and endorsed by the rep-
resentative of the Greek government in Rome in document dated 1/14th July
1906 [G).
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222.ii.a Robert

222.ii.b Irene

222.iii.a Claire

222.iii.b Joya
222.iii.c Ian

222.iv.a
222 .iv.b
222.iv.c

b. Naples 22 July 1918
m. 1) Brussels-1964 Gabriel Bodart
d. 19.June1994
m. 2) Brussels-1997 Madeleine Strivay

b. Peking 13 Oct. 1922
m. 1957—Brussels, Donald Logan b.(London) 1917
daughters Claire 222.iii.a

Joya 222.iii.b
Ian 222.iii.c

b. Washington, DC 8 Feb. 1959
m. 1985—Oxford, John Brisby b. (London) 1956
b. London 13 April 1961
b. Conakry 23 May 1962
m. 1992 (Northants. UK) Debra O'Toole b. 1.viii.1958
b. Australia 1958

sons: Oliver b. 2 July 1993
Kit b. 2 Feb. 1997

daughter: Eliza b. 4 March 2002

Supporting documentation in Family Archive

A	 Invoice addressed to Monsieur Michoglou dated 25 August 1869 from
Bonniot Martorel Fih & Bergeron, Bronzes et Ameublements, Commission,
Exportation Marseille the latest dated invoice establishing his marriage to
Angelia Calvocoressi by that date.

Ba Civil registration of Waldermar Becker and Angelia Michoglou's mar-
riage dated 17 august 1889.

Bb Ecclesiastical certificate of marriage. Dated 4 Sept. 1889 in Chalkedon,
signed by Archimandrite Gennadios Komnenos, and countersigned by
Consul General of Greece, Chalkedon, 16 Sept. 1889.

C	 Ecclesiastical certificate of death (Order 144, 14 May 1888) of Jean
Michoglou on 6 May 1888, bilingual Greek/French document dated 1
October 1913 and countersigned by the Belgian Consul.

Ca Purchase of a double burial plot. Dated 11 May 1888.
Cb Authorisation to erect a monument.

D	 Will of Jean Michoglou Comnene-Everts-Logan Archive: Jean
Michoglou's death certificate: Bilingual (Greek/French) document from
Corfu Municipality dated 1 October 1913 and countersigned by the Bel-
gian Consul, drawn from the entry, Order 144, 14 May 1888, submitted
by the priest of the Church of the Mother of God Spiliotissa & St. Blaise
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in city of Corfu, recording the death at 3.00 pm on 6 May 1888 of Jean,
aged seventy, son of Demetrios and Helen. Jean's date of birth is calcu-
lated to 1818 from the age of seventy recorded at his death in 1888. Doc-
uments attached attest to the purchase on 11 May 1888 of a double burial
plot 'two family taphos' and permission to erect a monument granted 12
July 1888 by the Municipality of Corfu.

E	 Correspondence relating to Diamantine:
a) letter from Diamantine addressed to Angelia from Rome 9 September

1924 and continued in Bologna on 24.
b) letter from Anglia to 'mon cher neveu' from Brussels acknowledging

Diamantine's death, 9 Jan. 1925.

F	 Ecclesiastical record by vicar of church of Mother of God Spiliotissa & St.
Blasios of baptism of female infant Alexandra of Jean Michoglou and
Angelia Calvocoressi/Michoglou born on 23 January (Old Calendar)
1880.

Ga Protocol 25221 from the Greek Ministry of Interior to the Greek Con-
sulate in Naples dated 19 May 1906, Athens, granting authorization to
Angelia and her daughter of royal decree, 11 March 1837.

Gb Authorisation (N. 540) from Legation of Greece in Rome of extension of
use of name Comninos to Angelia Becker and Alexandra Michoglou dated
1/14th July 1906.

APPENDIX B

Comnene-Everts-Logan Collections and Archive: acquisitions in public institu-
tions.

From Robert Everts collections formed before marriage in 1913

Franz Mayer Museum, Mexico City,
Collection of eighteen silk rebosos, XVIIIth century onwards.
Acquired 1994 (AD-004 AD-020; DRA-0009 DRA-0025)
A set of ten 'garters' par de cintas bordadas, XIXth century
Donated 1994 (AD-021 AD-030; DCH-0001 DCH-0010)
A set of eight sashes faja con decoration
Acquired 1994 (AD-031 AD-038; DFB-007 DFB-0014)
Series of ecclesiastical embroidered figurative panels, XVIth century
Donated 2002 (09157-01966; DCN-0013, FCF-0011-15; FPA-0013-16)
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British Museum, London
Woman's Blouse
Beadwork
Embroidered textiles:2 manteles and 16 sarapes
Silk Reboso

donated 1994 AM 3.1
donated 1994 Am7.1-20
acquired 1996 Am10.1-18
donated 1997 Am4.1

Victoria & Albert Museum, London
Tiara, Cartier 1913
Bridal commission, Alexandra Comnene
Exhibited: 'Tiaras', March-July 2002.
On loan.

From collections of Robert Everts and Alexandra Calvocoressi/Comnene
After marriage in 1913.

Victoria and Albert Museum, London:
A set of 8 kessus (silk tapestry) late Ming period, representing episodes of the
Buddha's former births. Originally loaned, acquired by the museum in 1971
Accession number T269-6 1971
Items of 20th century dress
Accession numbers T.12-2003-T.17-2003
Donated 2003
Pieces (9) of lace: Honiton or Flanders, c. 1740; Belgian, c. 1860
Accession numbers T.5-2003-T.10: 2003 [Nos. T.6, T.9, T.10 cover 2 pieces)
Donated 2003

Collection of Chinese textiles loaned 1970-1985
Exhibition of Chinese robes, July 1983-Jan. 1984

British Library, London
Anthology of Chinese decorative motifs compiled and illustrated with drawings
by Alexandra and Robert Everts 1919-1925
in original two boxes bound in yellow and red silk respectively.
Donated in 1998, N Or.15493/1-6

Kensington Palace, London
Great Coat & Diplomatic Uniform 2002.107/1-10; 113-26
Great coat from Robert Everts
Other items, including tropical uniform, from Sir Donald Logan.
Donated 2002

Porvoon (BorgA) Museum, Helsinki
Donations made by Irene Logan and Robert Everts.
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A gold ring Inv. 61-345:1
Musem catalogue entry is accompanied with 'Jfr portratlet / som tillhort hans
farfar'
Gold ring set with a cornelian engraved with an emblem of intertwined initials
surmounted by a coronet.
Donated to the Porvoon Museum in 1961.
Ring belonging to Becker; the initials CWR are identified as the initials of
Becker's maternal grandfather, Carl Wilhelm Reuterskitild 1770-1832 (Mar-
ketta Tamminen, Director, Porvoon Museum: letter to Irene Logan 25 Jan
2002, Comnene-Everts-Logan Archive.)

Waldemar Becker's decorations: Spanish order of San Fernando and medals from
the French Second Empire, Mexico, Montenegro and Serbia.
Donated to the Porvoon Museum in September 2001.

Waldemar Becker, La Finlande Independante et Neutre, 1880.
Becker's annotated copy, donated to the Porvoon Museum in September 2001.

Plaster model of effigies of Waldemar Becker and Angelia Calvocoressi
Model prepared by Alexandra Comnene for the funerary monument in the Old
Cemetry, Helsinki, inaugurated 1931.
Donated to the Porvoon Museum in September 2001.

Press coverage of Waldemar Becker's posthumous burial, 9 July 1931
In the Old Cemetry, Helsinki and attended by a guard of honour.
Hakkapelktta 28 (1931) Monthly review; Suomenmaa 153 (1931) Heinikuun 9
pnU.; Helsingin Sanomat 176 (4.7.1931) arrival of Alexandra & Robert Everts in
Helsinki; 181 (9.7.1931) funeral; Hufvudstadsbladet (181) 1931; Aamulehti 178
(1931) their lunch outside Helsinki; Uusi Suomi Torstaina Heinaknun 4th & 9th
July 1931.
Donated to the Porvoon Museum in September 2001.

Waldemar Becker oil on canvas, 68.5 x 48.5 cms
Half length, with hat and hands clasped on cane
By, Alexandra Michoglou-Comnene, posthumously, Naples.
Donated to Porvoon Museum, Jan. 2003

Angelia Calvocoressi study, bronze
Study of head by Alexandra Comnene relating to recumbent effigy, 1929-1931.
Donated Porvoon Museum, Jan. 2003
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Book Reviews

NESTOR MATSAS. This Child Died Tomorrow. English translation by Jason Rigas.
New York: Pella, 2003. 114 pages. Illustrated.

Many twelve-year-old boys write diaries. Few begin with the words, "My
Father Didn't Come Back This Afternoon." The author of those words was
Nestor Matsas and the city in which he wrote them was Nazi-occupied Athens.
Matsas began his diary in March and continued writing through to the libera-
tion of Athens in October. He wrote under the illusion that his father, Pinhas
Matsas, who had been taken to Germany by the Nazis, would return at the war's
end. Rather than daily entries detailing the monotony of daily life, Nestor
writes once or twice a week in a format that is short story-like with recreated
dialogs and descriptions. This was due to his desire to preserve his experiences
in a manner that he could share when his father Pinhas Matsas finally was
allowed to come home. But Pinhas Matsas, like most of the 60,000 Greek Jews
taken by the Nazis, would never return. The diary would be left in a drawer for
decades as Nestor matured and forged a distinguished career as a Greek film-
maker and author of historical texts. In the 1980s, his sister retrieved the diary
and the text was published to highly positive reviews in the Greek and French
press.

Some fifty years after its original composition, the diary came into the
hands of twelve-year-old Jason Rigas, a Greek American. He was so moved by
the story of a Jewish boy of his own exact age that he resolved to translate the
book for an American audience. Not the least amazing aspect of this story of
two twelve-year-olds of different faiths and native languages is that the transla-
tion is as brilliant as the original text. As Rebecca Camhi Former, the distin-
guished author of Daniel Benachias: Sonderkommando and The House by the Sea has
noted, "The genius of Jason Rigas to have entered into and not intruded upon
the contents of the diary cannot be lauded enough, and speaks volumes as to his
talent, character, and selfless embrace of another's story."

Prefacing the diary proper is a brief allegorical sketch. This narrative is a
meditation on childhood between Nestor and a mythical Little Prince who
comes from a planet where people do not die and flowers do not wither. The Lit-
tle Prince learns about a different kind of planet, one where there are extermi-
nation camps surrounded by "barbed wire that shoots out a blue flashing light
once someone touches it." The Little Prince suggests the only survival is in art,
"A drawn child never dies, only sleeps." This section is further enhanced by
drawings by eight-year-old Evangelia Chanri. Despite the youth of the author,
the translator, and illustrator, neither the tale of the Little Prince or the diary is
a children's story although it is certainly a story children must be told.

The formal diary indicates that even after the arrival of the Nazis, no one
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anticipated that Jews would just be snatched from the streets of Athens. When
Pinhas Matsas is so taken, Nestor Matsas and his two siblings are left without
any adult in their home. Their mother, a refugee of the Smyrna Disaster, had
died eight years earlier. A friend of their father now tells them that they must
all go into hiding. Nestor's twenty-year-old sister Julia will go into one home,
his teen-age brother Artemios into another and Nestor into a third. This will
be the first time in their lives that they have been separated. As the days become
weeks, and the places of sanctuary change, Nestor strives to retain a semblance
of normalcy. In an indication of how protective most Greek Christians were of
Jews, he did not have to remain in a secluded room. Passing as a Christian, he
attended regular school and like other boys of his age roamed the streets of
Athens looking for food or work. He and his friends often amused themselves
by playing a game based on characters derived from karagiozis shadow theater.

Nestor is eventually reunited with his brother. With food and money grow-
ing scarcer, the two boys survived by selling cigarettes in brothels. Although
the prostitutes knew his true identity, the boys were never betrayed to the Ger-
mans. Nestor's friend Dionysi and his teacher in modern Greek also remained
loyal, informing him who was to be trusted and who was to be avoided. Family
friends like Mrs. Antiope, a refugee from Smyrna, occasionally served him
herbal tea and figs filled with jelly. Even one of the Italian soldiers gave the
brothers candy and food rations. Sister Julia eventually joined one of the resist-
ance groups and Nestor occasionally handed out resistance leaflets himself.
Some who resisted if only by "writing on walls" were turned in by informers.
Death was ever present. Sometimes it came from famine and sometimes from a
firing squad. Trying to put the resistance into perspective, Nestor recalls the
funeral of the poet Costis Palamas that occurred earlier in the Occupation. He
and his father had gone to join the huge mourning crowds who used the poet's
funeral as a means to affirm their national identity.

Among the most poignant entries are those that come at the end of the
diary when young Nestor anticipates the arrival of the Allies. He is certain that
now, with hostilities concluded, his father will come home. He thinks of all the
things they will be able to talk about, the questions the war has raised that he
wants his father to answer. He and his siblings remain in denial about the exter-
mination camps that have taken the lives of forty of their relatives, insisting that
it is only a matter of time before their father will return. In a moving passage
he writes of the strange mathematics of the Nazis in which people are given
numbers and people are evaporated. He finally admits that his father was such
a number and mournfully notes, "He was our number."

The scope of the diary is further enhanced by an essay by Jason Rigas that
succinctly relates the story of the Jewish presence in Greece. He notes that
Greece was the first European country in which Jews were settled and that Jews
have maintained a constant presence in Greece from the Age of Alexander and
then the Byzantines through to the present era. He makes a clear distinction
between the Romaniote and Sephardic traditions. Given the subject matter of
the diary, most of his account rightly deals with the Holocaust and its after-
math. In this context, he notes that despite the high loss of Jews due to pecu-
liar circumstances in Thessaloniki, Christian Greeks generally offered sanctuary
to their Jewish compatriots. He recounts how this assistance ran the entire
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political axis from the Communist-dominated resistance to the Chief of Police
in Athens. Rigas emphasizes the public leadership given by Archbishop
Damaskinos and the heroic efforts of numerous bishops and priests who risked
their own lives as well as the Church to hide Jews. This makes for a quite strik-
ing contrast to the Papal indifference to the Holocaust documented in numer-
ous books and most recently reaffirmed in the Costa Gavras-directed film Amen.

This remarkably moving account is all the stronger for various decisions
made by the translator. Rigas writes that the translation came easily because the
Greek Matsas used in the diary was identical to the Greek in which Rigas was
fluent. That may be the case but the English translation by Rigas demonstrates
considerable literary talent on the part of the translator. The original text was
written by a school boy under the most difficult of circumstances. The diary's
odd and sometimes inconsistent punctuation, paragraphing, and capitalization
reflects the mental state of a writer whose work could be ended at any moment
by a street incident, an informer, or a Nazi raid. Rigas catches the temper of that
time by electing to keep all the idiosyncratic elements in their original format.

One can only be heartened and amazed that a boy so young could write so
well and so insightfully during this most terrible time. One is further heartened
and amazed that another boy, now the same age as when the original author was
writing the diary, has the ability to make this work available to those without
a command of Greek. Most stories with cross-cultural themes are hopelessly
simplistic or depressingly pessimistic. The writing and translation of This Child
Died Tomorrow remind us that this needs not be so. The Little Prince may have
been right to insist that art can indeed liberate us from the worst of humanity
by offering a glimpse of the best.

—Barbara Saltz

SIMON GOLDHILL. Who Needs Greek? Contests in the Cultural History of Hellenism.
Cambridge University Press, 2002. Pp. 326, 20 ills. $65.00 (hardback),
$23.00 (paperback).

Simon Goldhill's exploration of the importance of Greek to Western cul-
tural identity is centered on passion—specifically, "passionate caring about
Greek" (3)—and the social consequences to which this passion can give rise. For
many reasons his topic is timely and important, less, perhaps, for the particular
issue of Hellenism in curriculum and culture than for the wider question of "car-
ing about what you read and study" (3). Five chapters, arranged thematically
rather than chronologically, highlight episodes within the ragged history of
Greekness in its function as a marker of identity from antiquity through
modernism, with emphasis on the Roman Empire in the second century A.D.
and post-antique academic and civilian high cultures of Northern Europe and
England.

The introduction establishes the power and dangerous disruptive capacity
of Greek by citing the Talmudic anecdote that attributes the destruction of
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Jerusalem in 65 B.C. to "Greek wisdom." The focus of the first chapter is Eras-
mus and the dark context of sixteenth-century ecclesiastical authoritarianism
out of which the learning of Greek, a subversive and seductive activity, emerged
to assume its status as an intellectual and cultural touchstone. The second chap-
ter treats Lucian and his reception, examining the uneasy ethnic and cultural
self-consciousness that marked his position in the Roman world, the miserable
racism and anti-Semitism that warped his reputation in the later nineteenth
century and well into the twentieth, and at last his happier position as the
implicit muse of Fowler's prescriptions for writing English that is clear, natu-
ral, never genteel, and above all, truly English. The third chapter, continuing
the theme of Greek in its function as a vehicle in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries for exploring national identity, shifts to the realm of the
performing arts. The controversial performance in London in 1910 of Richard
Strauss's Elektra serves to illuminate differences among conceptions of Hel-
lenism in England, Germany, and Austria, and particularly the radical expan-
sion in the possibilities of interpreting Greek culture brought about by the rise
of psychoanalytic theory. From the discontents of modernism we return in the
fourth chapter to the early nineteenth century and trace from that point through
late Victorian times the ramifications of the perennial academic criterion of
"knowing" Greek, the heart of the matter being not, essentially, the state of
one's particles, but "the politics of knowledge" (237). The fifth chapter treats
Plutarch and the curious eclipse of his reputation in the later nineteenth cen-
tury, sympathetically examining his work on Greek culture and Roman by
means of comparing the two and his demotion from a position of intellectual
and moral authority to that of a source suitable for instructing children. A brief
conclusion uses Nietzsche's image of fragile rainbows as the only unbroken
bridges to the past as the starting point for remarks on the continuing struggle
over the need for meaningful engagement with the classical tradition.

From the first provocative element of its title, Goldhill presents his book
as a "polemic" (10). It is always a question whether polemics are designed more
for supporters than for adversaries, and here lies a fundamental problem. Gold-
hill both challenges and disarms potential critics by announcing that his "strat-
egy" (11) is to bring together disparate materials in an "interdisciplinary" (10)
study that is "non-linear" (11) in structure. In practice, the oscillation between
antiquity and the modern world serves to illuminate his themes better than a
traditional chronological order could do. It is not his chosen structure, then, or
the variety of topics and evidence, that presents difficulties. It is simply that in
the end, he is preaching to the choir, because it is only readers who already share
his generous and engaged vision of classical studies who will follow his discus-
sions. His arguments will probably not convince those who hold narrow and
increasingly reactionary views of Greek culture and scholarship. The audience
for whom the ideas in the book might well open new vistas, young scholars
whose intellectual character is in the process of formation, may well find them-
selves unprepared to follow the dense scholarship. Although the diction is often
casual, sometimes racy, and always evocative of the author's lively intelligence,
the sheer volume of erudition is daunting, and despite the good amount of well-
selected quotations from primary sources, background information, and help-
ful signposting, the text is heavy going.
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Goldhill's lengthy dissection of Walter Headlam (232-243), effectively
discourages nitpicking, but it can be pointed out without discredit to the
author that the production of the book is not equal to its content. Many of the
illustrations are insufficently legible for the reader to evaluate the author's com-
ments about them (surely the masonry in pl. 12 is ashlar, not "Cyclopean" as
described on p. 131), and better proofreading would have caught minor errors
like renegade umlauts. In the discussion of Isadora Duncan's brother Raymond,
one of the less savory of the expatriate population of Paris in the 1920s, his
encounter with Gertrude Stein in 1928 is placed at her house, although in Kay
Boyle's account, it happened in the rue Louis David in the apartment of the
Dayang Muda of Sarawak (Gladys Palmer), who later helped Boyle and her
young daughter escape from Duncan's "colony." Duncan was not so harmless an
eccentric as his experiments in Greek costume would suggest; he "ended up a
rather sad . . . figure in Paris" (120), but perhaps not sad enough. Small points
like these do not diminish the high quality of the scholarship overall, the range
of which is scarcely disguised by the deliberately minimalist style of references.
The extensive and up-to-date bibliography shows that the intellectual history
of classical studies is being developed through both documentation and syn-
thesis, and it is a good place to see current trends in this rapidly growing field
(add already J. McMorris, The Warden of English: The Life of H.W. Fowler, 2003).

Goldhill does not belabor the relevance of his historical examples to the
current "culture wars" that involve the embrace or rejection of absolute cultural
standards ostensibly derived from the classical tradition, but he makes his posi-
tion clear throughout the book. Because he spares us close encounters with both
"conservative nostalgia" and "contemporary presentism" (4), it is each reader's
own experience that must largely supply the context that makes it necessary to
argue what would seem to be truisms: that the classical past is continuously
reinterpreted, and that a disinterested standpoint is an impossibility. Goldhill's
discussions reinforce our awareness of the extent to which the concerns, implicit
and explicit, of classical antiquity, of the Enlightenment, of Romanticism, and
of modernism even now continue to shape not only what we think about the
past, but even the intellectual tools with which we work. The case studies raise
questions for every set of interests: In the context of the emergence of new aca-
demic disciplines in the later nineteenth century, how great was the link
between the shockingly anti-classical picture of the Greek world presented by
psychoanalysis and the equally disturbing view developed through anthropo-
logical approaches? (The work of Frazer, Harrison, Cornford, et al. is only briefly
mentioned in the discussion of theories of ritual, but references are given to
recent studies.) In our stubborn embrace of the Greek ideal, we tend to forget
that the classical tradition is a double one, root and vine; do we have so much
trouble trying to be Greek because we are also Roman? Can Greekness, or the
classical tradition as a whole, ever be disentangled from one of its most con-
spicuous features, the tolerance of war?

It seems clear that the kind of historiographic approach represented by
Goldhill's studies offers perhaps the best hope to move beyond the barren polar-
ity of universalism and relativism that underlies the present struggle to estab-
lish dominion over the past. After taking us over nearly three hundred pages of
scholarly detail, it is the larger horizons of human experience that Goldhill
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evokes in his conclusion when, instead of rehearsing the topoi of cultural mem-
ory, he instead directs our attention to the consequences of "cultural forgetting"
(299). It is not what one answers when asked who needs Greek that is impor-
tant; it is the question itself that is necessary. In this call for awareness, atten-
tion, and engagement we can almost, I think, hear Nietzsche: "0 Mensch1 Gib
acht!"

A.A. Donohue
Bryn Mawr College
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Letter to the Editor

I am writing in regard to the review by K. E. Fleming of Leon
Sciaky's Farewell To Salonica, City At the Crossroads.

I am dismayed that Fleming casually equates the Greek recov-
ery of Thessaloniki in 1912 and subsequent Hellenization pro-
grams with the Nazi Occupation of 1941 and the Final Solution.
She states, "The painful final chapter of its Jewish communities—
which while until recently regarded by most Greek historiography
as coming in 1944  really began in 1912, at the moment of the
Greek incorporation of the city." In the next paragraph she writes
of "the subsequent eradication of Thessaloniki's Jewish quarters"
in the fire of 1917, again referring to this happening well before
the arrival of Nazis. This implies, among other things, that the fire
was deliberately set, wiped out the Jewish community, and did not
affect other ethnic communities.

Without further simplifying the complex cultural dynamics
associated with the Sephardic presence in Thessaloniki, it is essen-
tial to note that despite the difficulties the arrival of the Greek
state most certainly entailed for the Jews of Thessaloniki, the vast
majority did not choose to immigrate. Devastating as the Great
Fire of 1917 was (the origins of the fire have never been deter-
mined), at the time of the Nazi arrival, 56,000 Jews remained in
Thessaloniki. This number indicates little population loss during
1912-1940 as various sources cite the Jewish population of Thes-
saloniki between 1900 to 1910 at from fifty to sixty-five thousand
(N. K. Moutsopoulos, Thessaloniki-1900-1917, Thessaloniki:
Molho Publications, 1980, pp. 50-55). Moreover, the standard of
living of Thessaloniki's Jews in 1940 was similar to, if not supe-
rior to their Christian neighbors, particularly the refugees from
Asia Minor.

The Jewish domination of the city sponsored by the Ottomans
certainly was going to alter significantly with the arrival of the
Greek state. It does not follow that Sephardic culture would be
annihilated, much less that the Jewish population would be mur-
dered. We can never known how the relationship with the Greek
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state would have evolved if there had not been the genocidal Nazi
intervention. Possibly relevant in this regard is that even today's
relatively small Jewish community in Thessaloniki of less than
1,000 has embarked on a program of cultural revitalization that
could prove most interesting in this era of the EU.

In a clause housed in a compound sentence, Fleming expands
her thesis by writing that Venizelos went to his grave "insisting"
that Jews were not real citizens and that a certain amount of the
anti-Semitic tenor of subsequent Greek political development can
"no doubt" be attributed to Venizelos. I believe that few histori-
ans would concur that the interactions between Venizelos and
Greek Jews are so clear-cut or so negative as this throwaway clause
indicates. Nor am I clear how one determines what an individual
is insisting on thinking while on his deathbed. In any case, the
relationship between Venizelos and Greek Jews certainly deserves
more serious treatment. Documents on the History of the Greek Jews,
for example, contains communications from Venizelos written in
1919 in which he writes favorably of Jewish participation in gov-
ernment, accounts of governmental compensation regarding the
Great Fire and considerable material attesting to the cultural vital-
ity of the Jewish community in the 1920s and 1930s.

Fleming's speculations obscure the fact that Leon Sciaky left
Thessaloniki in 1915 and that he writes in the wake of the cen-
tury-long decline of the Ottomans, the Balkan Wars, and the onset
of World War I. His despair regarding irrational ethnic hatreds
and his thoughtful reflections on his experience with various reli-
gious and ethnic groups are quite relevant to the present histori-
cal moment. Neither his ideas nor the general topic of Sephardic
Jews in Greece are well served by a review that equates the poli-
cies of the modern Greek state with those of the Third Reich.

—Dan Georgakas
Center for Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies
Queens College
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