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ESSAYS



From the Hero with a Thousand
Names to Perseus, Bellerophon,
Demetrius, George — as Media

by SUZANNE MACALISTER

Monster-slaying heroes form an integral part of Greek mythol-
ogy and its imagery in both ancient times and Christianity. This
paper will approach this familiar material in a yet unexplored way
by attempting to produce a synergy between the data of the
mythology and iconography of the monster-vanquishing hero and
theories of media. At the same time it will attempt to account for
a less familiar element in the iconography of the Orthodox Chris-
tian military saints George and Demetrius, that is, the miniature
figure that sometimes appears sitting behind the horse-mounted
saint; see, for example, Images 3 to 6.

I could easily add to my paper's title the names Heracles, The-
seus, Theodore, Michael and more. The first part of the title alludes
to Joseph Campbell's book title, The Hero with a Thousand Faces
(1949), and his concept of the archetypal hero whose story has been
replicated in many cultures: the hero who slays monsters, usually
dragons, whose myth he interprets as the human confrontation of
the abyss, the crossing of threshholds, the alteration of conscious-
ness. In this kind of myth the archetypal hero leaves the familiar
environment over which he has control and comes to a thresh-
hold—the edge of a lake, or the sea—where a dragon or serpent of
the abyss comes to meet him. He then overpowers and kills the
monster and thus preserves the known world.

SUZANNE MACALISTER is senior lecturer in the Department of Classics,
School of Philosophical and Historical Inquiry at the University of
Sydney.
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In this paper, however, I want to look at the mythology and
imagery of the multiple-named horseman hero in the Byzantine
and later Greek tradition in terms that move away from Camp-
bell's notions of the "archetype." The word "archetype" can sig-
nify—especially to people with a background in the Greek
language—"original model," "prototype." Concepts like "original
model" or "prototype" contain assumptions like "the original cre-
ator" or "creative genius" or "linear development," assumptions
that Walter Benjamin suggests can lead to the processing of data
in a fascist sense (1973:220). The word "archetype," then, evokes
problems of meaning I want to avoid. Instead, I want to treat what
Campbell treats as the multiple faces of the archetypal hero as a
form of cultural data processing. In so doing, I shall follow
Friedrich Kittler's approaches to literary texts as artistic media
(1990a, 1997), that is, as components of discourse-networks and
ultimately, at a micro-level, as information that is inscribed,
received and stored, processed and transmitted in a way that he
describes as "not structurally different from computers" (Johnson
1997:4, citing Kittler 1990b:11).

Kittler's methodological framework would, at a macro-level,
focus on the intelligibility and consequent meaning of the myths
and images as specific discourses connected with, and operating as,
part of a discourse-network made up of other discourses contem-
porary with it. These may be, for example, political, religious
and/or other institutional discourses. But, at the micro-level, the
discourses themselves are understood in terms of the available
data-processing protocols of the time from which the discourses
can be reconstructed. So as to avoid a reading of the discourses as
"ideologies" in an idealistic sense, Kittler claims that what is
needed is "a reflection on the very hardware of cultural data pro-
cessing and its historical variables" (Johnson 1997:4). He asserts:

The data processing of a given society can be reconstructed
by analyzing its artistic media. Being less formal than its
systems of knowledge, those media display and propagate
the elementary regulations that culturalize the natives of
that society. Before anything can be known, there must be
rules or signs for identifying things as signs or data; there
must be rules defining which persons or devices will be
acceptable as source, as emitter, as channel, and as receiver
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of information. Shannon's four functions are historically
variable, in other words: they have to be instituted.
(1986:159)

The paper will thus approach the cultural significance of a
selected set of available data through an adaptation of Kittler's the-
oretical framework. I shall examine the specific myth-signs in the
iconography of the horseman-hero figure in six icons in terms of
four mechanisms that define media in general—inscription,
recording, storage and transmission (Kittler 1990a). These can be
treated as perspectives from which to reconstruct data of the myths
and images. In this way I shall attempt to explore the monster-
vanquishing horseman saints George and Demetrius as examples
of the artistic media of the Byzantine and later Greek periods.

The first mechanism in understanding artistic media is inscrip-
tion. Inscription actually involves a whole technology of marking
processes: in the periods under consideration these included, on
the most basic level, known techniques of image making such as
tempera, graphic writing, oral memorization; on another level,
inscription in these periods involves the registering of the name or
emblem of the saint on the icon. The perspective of inscription
mechanisms could involve certain discoveries from art history but
understood from the point of view of data-encoding techniques
that are historically variable.

The second mechanism, recording, is what is "recorded" in and
by the inscriptions, that is, the myth-signs, the symbols, the
phrases, the figures. These recordings may be inscribed in differ-
ent media in the same period, for example, in written texts and in
iconography. They need to be de-coded/deciphered in the light of
the specific inscription processes and thus narrativized in order to
become a discourse. The perspective of the recording mechanism
could involve a number of the known concepts of narrative struc-
ture, for example those of Vladimir Propp in his theories of folk-
tale narrative (1968). But, again, within the approach I am
suggesting, these would have to be understood as myth-signs, ver-
ifiable from a number of inscription sources, and their role in the
discourse-network reconstructed from these.

The third mechanism, storage, is the mode or method by which
the recording is made available for future use. This raises questions
to do with the concept of time, and could be considered from the

From the Hero with a Thousand Names to Perseus... 	 9



perspectives of the history of art, for example, the transition from
churches to museums as storage spaces and the rise of private col-
lections. And, again, the history of these institutional spaces
would be understood from the point of view of the control and flow
of data and information, which enable certain artistic media to
flourish while blocking others.

The fourth mechanism, transmission—which is also related to
storage—is the mechanism/s for the moving along (through time),
and the moving across (through space) of the cultural "recordings."
Since these recordings tend to vary as they are transmitted through
time and moved from place to place, the transmission mechanism
must account for a great deal of change at the media level. Storage
and transmission therefore relate to mode, to place, and to time;
to data as mobile/moveable and exchangeable, or as static and
fixed.

Modes of storage might include texts and/or memory tech-
niques, and concrete vessels or icons that are transmitted as objects
of ownership and exchange, as objects in religious and/or state rit-
ual, as objects of theft and smuggling, as objects appropriated or
taken over from a place or time that is promoted/perceived as hav-
ing important cultural value. In addition there might also be con-
sidered various restricted transmissions of written texts and
artefacts controlled by storage devices such as libraries, educa-
tional and teaching practices in both ancient and modern times.
Storage and transmission analysis must also include modes of lan-
guage, modes of translation, strategies of viewing, of reading and
interpretation that are all related to educational practices. In more
modern times, technical means of reproduction and transfer like
chalcography, lithography, printing and photography have pro-
vided new means for the inscription of, and transmission of, the
"old" mythology and imagery of the monster-vanquishing hero. In
this paper, the concept of transmission mechanisms that will be
developed further in the discussions of the icons provides a new
perspective on the images and myths of the horse-mounted saints
George and Demetrius.

Each of the above media mechanisms would require a much
more thorough analysis than I am able to offer in this paper. Here
I aim only to outline the artistic-media approach for a limited
study of the hero-horseman iconography in the Byzantine and later
Greek periods. Traditionally this material has been interpreted
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from the point of view of narrative theory derived mainly from
text.

I shall first consider examples of images of Saints George and
Demetrius with a brief outline of the data of inscription and of
recording for each image. I shall also make a preliminary consid-
eration of these in the light of storage and transmission, before
going on to consider the transmission process itself as an in-
put/operator/out-put mechanism.

Image 1 (Cretan school, c. 1500, Museum of the Hellenic
Institute of Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Studies, Venice) is an
icon painted on wood. Its inscription is in the commonly used
painting medium for icons, tempera, an emulsion prepared
according to a recipe characteristically using egg as resin. A horse-
mounted figure with a lance piercing the figure of a dragon
beneath the horse's feet is inscribed. This is an iconic recording of
the myth of Saint George and his killing of a dragon that is widely
recorded and transmitted in Christian iconography across the
Orthodox Christian world, throughout the Balkans and Russia
from the Byzantine empire up until today. The saint's name is also
inscribed in Greek letters to the right of the figure's raised arm as
an aid or device to assist in deciphering the inscribed figures.

From the perspective of folktale analysis the image contains
the same elements found in folktales and myths common to many
cultures and analyzed by Propp, among others. A motif such as
"the young man killed the monster with his bare hands," Propp
argues, could be the core of an episode or a whole tale: if the name
"George" is substituted for "the young man," and "dragon" for
"monster," and "lance" for "bare hands," the same essential motif
is still retained (1968:19ff).

In both the image and the myth from the perspective of folk-
tale analysis, George is no different than Perseus or Bellerophon,
or Demetrius or Theodore. However, the mythology of Perseus,
Bellerophon (and other ancient monster-vanquishing heroes) oper-
ates as part of a very different discourse-network than that of the
mythology of the Orthodox military saints. In the former, the spe-
cific discourse of a Greek civic ethos from which the mythology
and iconography of the ancient monster-vanquishing-heroes arises
can only become intelligible and meaningful, at the macro-level,
through the rules and signs of the contemporary network of other
discourses to which it, in its turn, was connected. These include
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Image 1. Icon, Cretan School, c. 1500

12 JOURNAL OF THE HELLENIC DIASPORA



philosophical, legal and/or other institutional discourses of rela-
tions of superiority and subordination, of the Greek and non-
Greek, of the ideal model and anti-model, of culture understood
as Greek and nature understood as unformed.

On the other hand, the mythology and iconography of Saint
George (and other horse-mounted Orthodox saints vanquishing
dragons) is situated in a Christian symbolic discourse of good over-
powering evil. This "sense" can only be made through the rules
and signs that lead to the specific discourse-network of the insti-
tution of Christianity in which, and of which, the discourse of the
iconography and mythology is a part. For example, in the inscrip-
tions themselves a specific set of myth-signs is recorded: the halo
signifies a saint, the hand with its specific gesture signifies the
blessing of the Almighty, the three-spiked motif signifies the Holy
Trinity, the dragon signifies evil. All are instituted signs and rules
that display and propagate elementary regulations that operate
toward the culturization of an Orthodox Christian. What is
recorded is Good vanquishing Evil in the form of a dragon, which
is also recorded in the scriptural text at Revelations 12.7ff, and
becomes part of the narrative imagery of the horse-mounted
Demetrius, Theodore, Michael and George. Hence, a horse-
mounted figure with halo overpowering the established sign of
evil beneath him, overlooked by the heavenly power above, comes
to operate as an inscription and recording of the source, emission
and channelling of the Good in Orthodox culturalization. There-
fore, from the macro-level of discourse-networks, the folktale
approach to these myths is problematic in that it universalizes the
myth-hero and overlooks the very different processes of culturiza-
tion within which this myth-sign is embedded.

Image 2 (icon from Crete, eighteenth century, now stored in
the church of the Monastery of Toplou, Crete) is a painted icon on
wood that "records" another common, more complex, narrative of
Saint George, which is also stored in text:' the saint's rescue of a
princess from a dragon and, in addition, the father of the princess,
the king, handing over to the saint his daughter in marriage and
the key to his kingdom. This elaborated variant of the monster-
vanquishing-hero narrative starts to be recorded after the twelfth
century as frequently as the simple variant of the saint and dragon
alone. It is clear that transmission mechanisms have operated
here—from iconography to writing to iconography again.

From the Hero with a Thousand Names to Perseus . . .	 13



Image 2. Icon, Crete, eighteenth century
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The iconic inscriptions in Image 2 record some of the same
myth-signs as the previous image: for example, the halo above, the
dragon below, etc. It also inscribes more figures that record more
symbolic elements: the figure of the king dangling a set of keys
with the figure of the queen behind him, the figure of the princess
below the city walls, and the figure of an angel crowning the saint
from above. The size and position of the figures is not determined
by the laws of perspective, but by their hierarchical importance.
For example, the secondary figures of the king, the queen, the
princess, etc., are somewhat dwarfed by the figure of the saint and,
in turn, the relative positioning of the secondary figures records a
hierarchical order, for example, the king in a higher register than
the princess.

The figure of the angel crowning the saint is, in itself, the
inscription of an "inscription" or the enrolment of the saint in
Christianity's register. Again the discourse of Christian hierarchy
can be reconstructed through the myth-signs inscribed in the icon
as a coding of the narrative of triumph of virtue and holy courage
over evil, of the saint's inheritance of the kingdom of heaven and
of eternal salvation. This same narrative has been recorded in writ-
ten texts by different means of inscription and "re-recorded" by
iconography with variations in inscription thereby producing new
recordings. This is one of the ways in which cultural control and
power are transmitted.

From a perspective of folktale analysis, the figures and signs in
Image 2—like the previous image—would be viewed in terms of
their folktale motifs and functions, which are common to many
cultures and time periods: the hero rescues a maiden (of status,
usually a princess) from the clutches of a monster (usually a dragon
lurking by water), slays the monster, restores the maiden, and
inherits a kingdom. All of these narrative elements, in more or less
the same combination and the same order, had been inscribed and
recorded a millennium earlier in archaic and classical Greek image
and myth—for example, in the Perseus and Andromeda myth, the
Bellerophon myth, the Heracles and Hesione myth. 2 But again,
folktale analysis emphasizes the sameness of all of these myth-
signs and overlooks the importance of inscription processes (and,
as I will argue, storage and transmission processes), which enable
the reconstruction of the ancient discourses of the monster-van-
quishing-hero in relation to the contemporary discourses to which

From the Hero with a Thousand Names to Perseus...15



it was connected—one of which was the major dichotomy of
ideal/anti-ideal, Greek/non-Greek. At the level of the discourse-
network, the dichotomy of ideal/anti-ideal informed one of the
methods of cultural and social control in both the archaic and clas-
sical Greek periods.

Image 3 (icon from Crete, inscribed with the date 1876, stored
in the church at the Monastery of Arcadi, Crete) and Image 4
(chalcograph from Mount Athos, inscribed with the date 1834,
now stored in the Monastery of Toplou, Crete) are both icons
recording the myth-signs of the Saint George ensemble, but each
with different modes of inscription: the first, an individual paint-
ing on wood using the characteristic recipe for iconographic paint-
ing, with an additional element that the halo is inscribed in relief
by gold overlay; the second is an icon produced by chalcography,
a technique of line engraving on plates of copper or steel that is
capable of producing multiple copies. Both contain inscriptions in
Greek letters of the name of Saint George, and in Image 3 with the
additional title "The Tropaiophoros."

Both Image 3 and Image 4 record the same stock myth-signs
of dramatis personae as image 2: the saint on his horse and the
dragon beneath him, the king who is standing with the queen, the
princess standing beneath the city walls. Also the positioning of
myth-signs such as the halo, the hand gesture from above, the
dragon below, the king dangling the keys from above, etc., and
elements such as winged angel figures crowning the horse-
mounted saint from above, assist a de-coding of the discourse of
Orthodox Christian hierarchy: the triumph of good over evil, the
church's inscribing of the saint into its register, the inheritance of
the kingdom of heaven. At the discourse level—both of narra-
tive/story and of Christian hierarchy—the two icons are similar. In
Image 3, however, another discourse is evoked by the gold over-
lay: a discourse of value and prestige (gold was a precious metal),
and in Image 4 another is evoked by the mechanical reproduction:
a discourse in which myths are a kind of currency. The latter is
obviously related to the spiritual discourse of Orthodox Christian-
ity, which I will not attempt to address here. The myth as currency,
however, in contrast to the myth as a stored icon in a church, sug-
gests changes in the spiritual discourse at this time that would
need further investigation.

In these two examples yet another element is inscribed,
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Image 3. Icon, Crete, 1876
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another myth-sign recorded: the miniature figure sitting on the
back of the horse behind the saint.

Image 5 ("Holy Land," mid-thirteenth century, British Mu-
seum3) is an icon painted in the commonly used tempera on wood,
featuring in addition a silvered raised gesso (plaster) background;
the gesso is over woven material laid covering a soft wood panel
(Cormack and Mihalarias 1984:132). The icon inscribes the
miniature figure sitting behind the horse-mounted saint and the
saint figure has his arm around the miniature figure who is hold-
ing up a cup. Image 5 does not inscribe the dragon figure, and does
not record the princess-complex narrative.

The miniature figure behind the saint is first inscribed in Saint
George iconography in about the thirteenth century and its fre-
quency increases to a peak in Mount Athos in the nineteenth cen-
tury4 with the use of the chalcographic technique and the
consequent ability to produce a multiplicity of copies, which, as I
suggested above, is linked to the introduction of a new discourse of
the dissemination of the myth as a type of currency. The miniature
figure was popular in the eastern part of the Orthodox world, in
Crete, in Cyprus, and in Romania: it does not occur in western
imagery of George and the dragon, nor does it seem to appear in the
"accomplished court style" in the Byzantine world (Talbot-Rice
1951:386). In all inscriptions of George iconography, the miniature
figure is of young male appearance (for example, unbearded), is
dressed in an eastern style costume, and is always holding what
seems to be some sort of spouted jug or drinking vessel.

What does this miniature figure record? It does not conform
to any known signs in Orthodox Christianity nor is it ever accom-
panied by an inscription naming it. In modern narrativizations of
the scene the figure has been referred to in various ways. These nar-
rativizations have been in the form of captions in book collections,
written summaries of the scene, and catalogue descriptions. Some
examples are: "the little slave" (6 uucp6; aidail3og Provataki
undated:129, 294; Papastratou 1986:202) 6 um* CucacuOcp-
om.thvoc athil3o; [Chatzidakis 1977:182)), as George's nakuoipt or
his loyal servant Pasicrates (Fox 1983:15, 130), 5 as "the coffee boy"
(Fox 1983:130), as "a figure of Christ" (Fox 1983:130, n.8), as "the
young man from Mytilene" (Cormack and Mihalarias 1984:135).
The various explanations offered and the various etiological myths
cited to explain its presence are, of course, part of the transmission
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Image 5. Icon, "Holy Land," mid-thirteenth century.
© Copyright The British Museum
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processes of the various myths and are evidence of the miniature
figure's status as a kind of sign of the currency of the myth-signs
in Orthodox Christianity.

One narrative explanation is that the figure records the story
of Saint George's squire who has come along to assist him in his
exploit against the dragon. It has been suggested that the only
inscriptions of this figure occur in the saint's iconography after the
Crusades and may be due to the transmission of elements of west-
ern chivalry (Talbot-Rice 1937:84).

Another story transmitted by word of mouth from a priest in
Cyprus (Talbot-Rice 1937:84, 1951:283) explains that the saint
was drinking coffee in a kafeneion when news first arrived of the
princess's encounter with the dragon. George leaped onto his horse
to ride to her rescue, leaving his coffee unfinished. The kafeneion
attendant mounted behind him, coffee pot in hand, so that the
saint would not go thirsty.

Another urban legend was recounted to the author by by-
standers in a church in Athens: the miniature figure is the princess
herself who mounts the horse behind the saint to accompany him
to the spring where the dragon has been preventing the villagers
from obtaining water. The princess joins the saint to carry the
water vessel, which she will fill after the saint has despatched the
dragon so that the pair may safely deliver water to the people.

A further example of the currency of the miniature figure
myth-sign is provided by the art historian Robin Cormack with
Stavros Mihalarias (1984:132-41) who draw attention to a partic-
ular manuscript describing the saint's posthumous miracles, one of
which very neatly accounts for the visual myth-signs in the
iconography of the saint and the little figure. 6 The manuscript is
dated 1542 and the historical events recounted in the story of the
miracle fit an actual historical period of Muslim occupation of
Crete in the ninth to tenth centuries; the story of the miracle,
therefore, must date to some time after these actual historical
events and before the production of the manuscript in the six-
teenth century. This is important in understanding the processes
of transmission involved during which this figure was added. At
the discourse level the narrative of the miracle embeds a discourse
of politics within one of Orthodox Christianity. The story goes: a
young Greek boy from Mitylene, son of a widow, was captured by
Saracens from Crete and taken to serve the emir there as his per-
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sonal attendant (political discourse). On the first anniversary of his
capture, his mother in Mitylene prays in the church of Saint
George (religious discourse) while at the same moment in Crete
the boy offers his master a glass of wine. At that very point in time
the saint appears on horseback and transports the boy—still grasp-
ing the wineglass—back home to his mother in Mitylene.

In addition to this miracle of George's rescue of the Mitylen-
ian widow's son, the same manuscript records two further varia-
tions of the saint's rescue of a captive boy in order to return him to
his family. The first is of a Paphlagonian Christian boy captured by
Turks in Paphlagonia (Aufhauser 1913:13-18), and the second is
the rescue of the son of a Byzantine General Leo who had been cap-
tured by Bulgarians (Aufhauser 1913:18-42). It would seem that
these miracles could also be the source of other explanations that
have been offered to account for the miniature figure's presence in
the saint's iconography: as a Paphlagonian boy carried into slavery
(Fox 1983:130); as a boy rescued from the Turks (Papastratou
1986:202).

All of the narrative elements described above tie in with
Propp's folktale functions of either the "helper" or the "object of
search" in hero myths. In the former, the hero is assisted in carry-
ing out his quest by an agent that appears and frequently provides
him with some instrument of aid or another—the function of
helper might be performed by a fairy godmother, a faithful ser-
vant, a flying horse, a magical potion (Propp 1968:43ff). Perseus
and Bellerophon had the help of the supernatural horse Pegasus;
Jason had the help of Medea and her magical potion. So also sev-
eral etiological myths have arisen around Saint George and the
presence of the strange miniature figure that draw on the stock
folktale character of "helper," but the helper °function needs to be
linked to different discourses, political and historical, which inter-
sect with the discourse of Christianity: a squire from western
chivalry, a kafeneion attendant in occupied Cyprus. The folktale
function of the captive slave is the same as that of Saint George's
rescued princess: that is, it provides the "object of search" where
the hero liquidates an initial misfortune or lack, especially where
a captive is freed (Propp 1968:53ff, esp. 55). In the rescues of cap-
tive slaves cited in the narratives above, the "object of search"
would be the miniature figure, given a universal meaning. But like
the "helper" function, the "object of search" needs to be linked to
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a discourse of cultural indoctrination, which records the names of
"Saracen," "Bulgar" and "Turk" as historical enemies of the Byzan-
tine Greeks.

Again the limits of Propp's folktale approach is that it empha-
sizes the similarity of the myth-signs at the recording level only
and cannot account for important differences in the images due to
transmission and storage mechanisms. Understanding the icons
as artistic-media involving the mechanisms of inscription, record-
ing and storage and transmission has the advantage of enabling
the reconstruction of the various discourses that the icons link
together, thus showing their differences as well as their stock trade
of inscriptions and myth-signs.

Image 6 (chalcograph, from Mount Athos, inscribed with the
date 1835, now stored in the Monastery of Toplou, Crete) is one of
a type of image of Saint Demetrius 7 that, as far as I can ascertain,
has not been the object of any study. The model proliferates in the
early to mid-nineteenth century through the technique of chalcog-
raphy and its use by the artisan monks of Mount Athos. 8 The icon
is of the same basic composition as the icons that record the myth
of Saint George and the miniature figure. The familiar figures are
inscribed but with several important differences. As with the pre-
vious George images there is: a horse-mounted figure with halo
holding a lance piercing a figure lying beneath the horse's feet, a
miniature figure on the back of the horse behind the larger
mounted figure, a walled city in the background, the hand gesture
at the top of the image, a winged figure crowning the horse-
mounted figure from above, etc. Specific to Image 6 is the inscrip-
tion in Greek letters of the name of Saint Demetrius in a medallion
in the upper right-hand corner and, in the background right, the
image of a church.

What is being recorded/transmitted here? The myth-signs
that have undergone a transformation from the similar images of
George to this of Demetrius are: (1) the dragon of the abyss (the
sign of a general evil) is transformed into an armored man (the sign
of a specific evil as an enemy soldier, a non-Christian); 9 (2) the
miniature figure of a young male in eastern costume is transformed
into an adult bearded male dressed in the garb of a cleric (in all
productions of this iconographic inscription of Saint Demetrius
the miniature figure is inscribed in the same cleric costume); (3)
the general image of a walled town, as it is in the princess myth
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iconography, is transformed into the particular walled city of Thes-
saloniki inscribed by name in Greek letters above it. The set of
transformed myth-signs, plus the others (namely the hand gesture
at the top of the image, the winged figure crowning the horse-
mounted figure from above, the church in the background-right,
etc.) again constitute a coding of Orthodox Christian discourses
that symbolize the triumph of good over evil and the inscription
of the saint into the Church's hierarchy.

A number of discourses can be reconstructed and linked in this
image. For example, a political and/or historical one is linked with
a religious one. A widely transmitted feature of Saint Demetrius—
recorded in both his Miracles and iconography—is his function as
patron, protector and savior of the city of Thessaloniki: 1 ° one of the
saint's most celebrated posthumous miracles was his delivery of
that city from the Bulgarian blockade in 1207. Now in Image 6
the familiar inscription of the horse-mounted figure overpowering
the figure of evil at the feet of his horse is invariably recorded and
narrativized as that of Saint Demetrius overpowering the Bulgar-
ian Tsar Ioannitzes, known as Skyloyiannis to the Byzantine
Greeks (Provataki 302; Papastratou 1986:224). At the death of the
evil Skyloyiannis in October 1207, the story goes, the Bulgarian
army abandoned its seige of the city.

There is nothing in this story of Skyloyiannis and Demetrius
that might relate to the miniature figure sitting behind the horse-
mounted one. The figure is, however, named in modern captions
and written summaries of the saint's iconography as one Arch-
bishop Kyprianos (Provataki 302; Papastratou 1986:224) whose
name is recorded in a text recounting another of the saint's posthu-
mous miracles that functions as an account of the geographical
spread/transmission of Demetrius' cult. Miracles of Demetrius, book
2, which is dated from the seventh century (Cormack 1985:52;
Lemerle 1981:169) records the story of Kyprianos as follows: an
Orthodox archbishop from Africa by the name of Kyprianos, after
being captured and taken into slavery by marauding savages, was
rescued by Saint Demetrius dressed in his militiary attire. (This
has the same narrative pattern and the same sort of currency func-
tion as the rescue stories of Saint George that circulate various
accounts for the miniature figure). Saint Demetrius then escorted
Kyprianos on an eight-day journey by foot to Thessaloniki. (This
textual account varies from the iconographic where the bishop
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travels on horseback, mounted behind the saint.) When Kyprianos
returned to his own see in Africa, he spread the word of the saint
afar and set about erecting a church to the saint modeled on the
church in Thessaloniki (Miracles, book 2:307-16) (thus effecting
both a transmission and storage of the discourse of the power of
the Demetrius cult—part of the discourse-network of Orthodox
Christianity).

To understand how this coding comes about it is necessary to
discuss the transmission channels. In media and information the-
ory, every transmission system can be understood at a general level
as an in-put/operator/out-put mechanism (Curnick 2000). A set of
elements, for example, inscriptions of myth-signs, are the "in-
put," as it were, which are operated on—either added to, sub-
tracted from, embellished, censored or altered in some way—and
a modified "out-put" is produced, which, in turn, can become "in-
put" in another transmission process. The operator part of the
process may ensure that the elements remain unchanged; tech-
niques may be invented (for example, chalcography) that eliminate
the personal alterations that occur in individual painted icons. By
examining periods of transformation and those of little or no
change in the inscription and recording processes it is possible to
reconstruct the important discourses of the time and their links
with each other. For example, the elements of the iconography of
Saint George and the miniature jug-pouring figure, regarded
as "in-put," and Demetrius and the miniature bishop figure,
regarded as "out-put," lead one to look for the operators that
brought about this transformation. (The transformation could
equally go the other way—that is, Demetrius as "in-put" and
George as "out-put." However in the absence of models of Deme-
trius and the miniature figure before the early nineteenth century,
it could be assumed until proven otherwise that the iconography
of George and his miniature figure predates that of Demetrius and
his miniature figure). The in-put/operator/out-put mechanism of
transmission can be drawn upon not only to account for transfor-
mations of the micro-elements, at the level of composition of the
image itself (just considered), but also to account for (often in par-
allel) the (macro) movements of the images themselves in relation
to their various storage mechanisms. At this level, storage and
transmission systems are linked. For example, icons from a given
church or embossed silver plates from a given estate (viewed as "in-
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put"), could be plundered and then serve as the material to be
modified in another culture or place. The "out-put" of this two-
tiered transmission mechanism might then end up in a private
collection or in a museum. In this hypothetical example the
macro-transmission process of plunder can lead to the creation of
a new storage device, the museum collection, and its new dis-
course.

This study, then, allows the "re-inscriptions" and "re-record-
ings" that might arise across different cultural groups to be under-
stood in terms of transmission systems operating at different
levels, for example, image, text, and discourse. In this respect the
conventions of inscriptions and myth-signs, symbols, etc., could
be thought of as a sort of currency used to purchase certain power
effects by producing, linking and over-coding discourses in differ-
ent historical and social formations (such formations from this
point of view can be seen as discourse-networks). The perspective
of transmission mechanisms shows the operations of social control
and power without having to invoke vague notions of ideology.

The iconographic recordings of the hero and his miniature fig-
ure are transmitted, in the Byzantine and later Greek world,
through a well-worn and well-recognized currency—that is,
through the myth-signs of the horse-mounted monster-vanquish-
ing ensemble, which are readily recognized as Good overpowering
Evil, essential to Orthodox culturization. It is this already-estab-
lished myth-sign currency that enables a ready reception of the
additional element (a new coin, as it were) of the miniature figure.
I would hypothesize that the puzzle of the miniature figure cannot
be solved by remaining only at the level of its etiological narrative
meanings. At this level it can only be an enigma. It can, however,
be given meaning at the other levels of artistic media analysis that
I have attempted to outline here: at the level of discourse-network
itself, the potency of the miniature figure is a sign of the operation
of transmission, of cultural currency itself; at the level of individ-
ual discourses the miniature figure, through its variable inscrip-
tions and recordings, evokes the institutional discourses of the
church, the state, the household; at the level of the story it remains
a puzzle, an empty myth-sign, a variable meaning, an element of
currency.
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Postscript

Fifty years ago it was observed that the iconography of Saint
George and the miniature figure resembles that of a very popular
iconographic scene from Persia, which is inscribed on post-
Sassanian silver dishes, painted pottery plates and in illuminated
manuscripts, especially in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries
(Talbot-Rice 1951:387). In the Persian imagery, a figure sits
mounted on a camel, aiming a bow and arrow at an animal near
the camel's feet below, with a smaller—sometimes miniature—
figure holding a harp, sitting on the camel behind the larger fig-
ure.

The inscription frequently appears in illuminated manuscripts
recording the myths of the Sassanian hero of dragon-slaying fame,
Bahram Gur, which form part of the Shah-names, an orally-trans-
mitted epic poem that was committed to writing by Firdausi in
the eleventh century. The specific myth accompanying the icono-
graphic inscription described is as follows: Bahram Gur once per-
mitted his beloved, the harp-player Azadeh, to accompany him at
the chase, sitting behind him on the back of his camel. The hero
rose to Azadeh's challenge to perform various feats of prowess but
he then became infuriated with her taunts from the pillion seat.
He thus cast her to the ground and had his camel trample her to
death.

Unfortunately the scope of this paper does not permit an
examination of the Bahram Gur data within the frameworks I have
used here. An examination beyond the etiological narrative mean-
ings would, however, prove interesting and could be pursued at a
later date.
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Notes

'For a discussion of the complex textual transmission of Saint George's Acta
see Delehaye 1909:45-76. The story of the princess does not appear in any of
the Acta (Delehaye 1909:74-5). The earliest extant written narrative is included
in the thirteenth century Legenda Aurea of Jacobus de Voraigne, Dominican
Archbishop of Genoa, a work that contains readings from the lives of the saints.
The tale of the saint and the dragon became an allegory of the triumph over idol-
atry and the rescued princess, a personification of Cappadocia (see Reau
1958:571, 576). The Legenda Aurea was widely disseminated and, by the six-
teenth century, had been translated into several languages.

21n the Perseus and Andromeda myth, a water-monster ravages the land for
which the only cure was the exposure of the princess Andromeda; Perseus comes
by on horseback, kills the monster, rescues the princess whom he marries and
inherits a kingdom. Bellerophon, mounted on the horse Pegasus, slays the mon-
ster Chimaera and later marries a princess, daughter of the king of Lycia; images
of Bellerophon on Pegasus slaying the monster Chimaera can be especially com-
pared with images of the horse-mounted military saints vanquishing a monster:
see especially the red-figure askos, Louvre G446,Jabrbuch des deutschen archdolo-
gischen Instituts lxxi,63; the red-figure bell crater of the Budapest group, Naples
3243 from S. Agata de'Goti, Beazley 1963:1439.2. In the Heracles and Hes-
ione myth, Hesione, daugher of king Laomedon is rescued from a water-mon-
ster by Heracles, and marries Telamon, Heracles' companion and helper.

3Attributed to a western crusader artist working in the Holy Land, see Cor-
mack and Mihalarias 1984:132-41.

4Many of these are reproduced in Papastratou 1986 (for Saint George see
especially vol. 1, 202-214) and Provataki (undated).

5The name Pasicrates occurs as George's servant in the earliest versions of
the saint's Acta and is introduced to vouch for the truth of the story and is
quoted as a personal witness to his master's passion and conversions. The earli-
est Acta dates from the fifth century, Vienna Cod. 14, fol. 34-40, (Analecta Bol-
landiana vol. XXIV, p. 433), see the discussion by Delehaye 1909:50ff.

6First discussed by Ducjev 1959-60:259-66 who draws attention to the last
of three posthumous miracles in Miracula S. Georgii (Aufhauser 1913:13-18, 18-
42, 100-103).

7Cf. Provataki Cat. Nos. 603, 605, 607, 608, 609; Papastratou Vol. 1
1986, plates 240, 241, 242, 243, 246, 250. In some examples an additional fig-
ure of a horse-suggested as that of the vanquished figure-is shown fleeing from
the scene.

81 am not aware of earlier examples.
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°Prior to the popularity of the iconography of Saint George slaying the
dragon, the saint was also depicted as overpowering the fallen figure of a man
generally explained as Diocletian, George's persecutor; see especially the Geor-
gian silver icons of the end of the tenth and the eleventh century in Weitzmann
1982: 96, 100, 101.

mFor details of the textual recordings see Delehaye 1909:103-9 and
Bakirtzis 1997:passim.
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Greek Immigrants in Postwar
Belgium: Community and Identity
Formation Processes

by LINA VENTURAS

In this article we propose a study of the community and iden-
tity formation processes of the small, mainly working-class Greek
immigrant community that settled in postwar Belgium. It covers
the period from the installation of the first Greek coalminers in
Belgium in 1955 up to the moment that Greece became an offi-
cial member of the EEC in 1981, which gradually changed not
only the legal status of Greek citizens but the host society's repre-
sentation of them as well. It analyzes identity formation as a
relational, dynamic and always incomplete process "lodged in con-
tingency" and, due to lack of space, focuses on the formation of
organizational and institutional community structures rather than
on the—equally important—informal everyday processes of
homebuilding, placemaking, constructing networks, defining self
and others or relating to the latter.

Discriminatory Structures and Chronic Accumulation of Disadvantage

Postwar economic emigration from Greece to Western Euro-
pean countries was part of a broader pattern of relocation from the
Mediterranean to the industrially developed countries of Europe,
organized by the host states and the employers and closely linked

LINA VENTURAS iS assistant professor in the history and ethnology
department, Democritus University of Thrace, and the author of 'Main;
METC[VilOTEC aro Bap) (Greek Immigrants in Belgium) (Athens: Nefeli,
1999).
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to unequal economic and technological development. Immigra-
tion to northwestern Europe was aimed to temporarily import
cheap labor to deal with the shortage of indigenous workforce as a
result of the rapid industrial development after the war. Worker
immigration was only permitted under temporal limits and spe-
cific terms, and host countries strove to retain the option to repa-
triate any foreign workers no longer necessary to the production
process. From the outset host countries adopted policies for the
protection of the labor market and the local workforce from any
competition from foreign workers.

Postwar emigration from Greece was a mass phenomenon,
estimated to have affected almost one out of every eight Greeks.
Sixty-one percent of the post-war migration stream headed toward
northwestern Europe, especially West Germany. Although the
recruitment of Greeks who went to work in Belgian coal mines had
started several years before the Greek-German migration agree-
ment of 1960, only 3 percent of the Greeks who chose European
destinations went to Belgium. 2 Even for poor peasants with no
hope of finding a job in Greece, the idea of working in coal mines
was not very tempting.

The first mass emigration of Greek workers to Belgium was
organized in 1955. A bilateral agreement for the emigration of
Greeks to work in Belgian coal mines was signed two years later,
partly safeguarding the immigrants' interests by providing—at
least officially—the same terms of employment as for local min-
ers. 3 From 1953 to 1964, 20,069 Greeks were employed in Bel-
gian mines. Of those, 30 percent had returned to Greece by 1965,
although the Greek population in Belgium continued to grow
until 1970, reaching 22,354 members as some new immigrant
workers settled in Brussels in the 1960s but mainly as families
were reunited and children were born to those who stayed on. 4

The majority of the initial Greek migrants were young males
with low education migrating from poor rural regions of Greece
directly or after a short stay in some city. Upon their arrival in Bel-
gium the men, who emigrated on their own at first, were taken
immediately to the mines without even the slightest acclimatiza-
tion to the new conditions or any idea of the requirements of work-
ing there. Many of them could not stand the experience of going
down the shafts and left Belgium immediately or after a few
weeks. Great poverty, the pressing need to succor the family back
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in Greece or the incentive of saving a small capital prompted those
who stayed on to spend at least one to five years in Belgium. These
had to adapt themselves, and soon learned what was necessary to
their survival; with time they got used to the strict working hours,
the alternating shifts, the pace of work imposed by the overseers
or their peers, the work in small teams and the ethics cultivated
by the common danger, the interdependence but also the common
desire for quick profit. They began to understand and use—at least
in part—the language of the host country and the codes of behav-
ior in the workplace. They got used to the complex computation
of the wage according to the type of work or the amounts of coal
extracted or loaded, to the fortnightly payments, to the minor or
major treacheries of employers, social security agencies or the var-
ious intermediaries at the expense of coal miners—especially the
more vulnerable foreign ones—but also, gradually, to the ways of
dealing with them. The work and the workplace enforced the first,
direct and major changes in the immigrants' way of living and
shaped their initial—mostly painful—experiences. In their effort
to deal with all kinds of adversity, some of them resorted to the
defense mechanisms they had from their growing up in a destitute
and tough environment in Greece. In addition to the more famil-
iar means of self-protection, some realized the advantages of infor-
mation and the power afforded by syndicalism, through their
interaction with indigenous or other foreign workers in the work-
place, but also thanks to the mechanisms and policies of the two
major Belgian unions. 5

The fact that part of their pay was sent to Greece combined
with the level of wages delayed the accumulation of the capital
necessary for repatriation, forcing many immigrants to prolong
their stay in the host country. Furthermore, the continued offer of
employment in Belgium coupled with the unemployment in
Greece postponed repatriation further into the future. The more
permanent nature of their settlement soon led Greek workers into
starting a family or sending for their people from Greece, which
in turn increased their needs and the expenses and eventually led
to permanent settlement. 6

After certain years of working in the mines, the immigrants
who stayed on in Belgium applied for work permits for other fields
of the economy. The almost total switch of Greeks from the mines
to manufacturing or other jobs in urban centers during the 1960s

Greek Immigrants in Postwar Belgium	 35



enriched their professional experience and their knowledge of eco-
nomic and social conditions in Belgium. In 1981, 45.4 percent of
the Greek population in Belgium lived in Brussels, 12.5 percent
in Charleroi, 9.7 percent in Liege and the rest in smaller towns. In
these cities they gathered in certain squalid neighborhoods,
because of the mechanisms of the housing market, their low
incomes and through the ethnic networks they developed in order
to survive.? As immigrants moved from the mines to the indus-
trial urban centers, which afforded employment opportunities for
women as well, many Greek women got jobs outside the house,
usually in order to help support a large family or to speed up the
saving process.8 Working in factories may have been less tough
and dangerous compared to the mines, but it was still exhausting.
The assembly line, the repetitive movements and the intense pace
exhausted the workers—even more so the women, who also had to
care for their home and children. 9

The Greek immigrants who settled in Belgium after the war
were integrated into the lowest echelons of the Belgian working
class; although most of them soon left the mines, a very high pro-
portion of those who stayed in the country continued to be in the
same social ranks in 1981: in that year 26 percent of the econom-
ically active Greek population of the country was unemployed,
while of those employed 63 percent were blue-collar workers.'°
The immigrants' social position still reflected the reasons behind
the policy for importing foreign labor: they were unskilled work-
ers destined for the most arduous, dangerous, unhealthy, badly-
paid, menial jobs. The immigrants' social background, the jobs
they were meant to hold in Belgium and the fact that they were
foreigners prevented them from displaying the same degree of
mobility as the indigenous population.

Yet thanks to the favorable economic conjuncture, most immi-
grants were able to greatly improve their standard of living, if not
their social standing. The expectations of at least part of them—
to provide for the future of their family, acquire a house in Belgium
or in their country of origin and live respectably in old age—were
fulfilled thanks to Belgium's postwar prosperity and the highly
developed system of social security, which provided healthcare,
family benefits, free education, unemployment benefits, invalidity
or old-age pensions, etc. The Belgian welfare state afforded a sense
of security, of which there was little or none in their country of ori-
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gin." Moreover, the time at which they immigrated may have
allowed more foreigners than in other cases to escape the worker's
fate, even if in practice this meant endless hours of working at a
restaurant or driving a taxi.

In studying immigration to Western Europe during the 1950s
and 1960s, one must bear in mind that the foreigners who were
collectively recruited enjoyed a much higher degree of legal and
institutional protection than all other immigrants before them
and most of those after them. Foreign workers had rights and social
benefits hitherto undreamed of by those who had been uprooted
from their homes due to poverty and unemployment. They were
protected not only by the bilateral agreements and an advanced
system of social security, but also by the trade unions of the host
countries. Foreigners were paid the same as local workers, and
much better than their fellow countrymen who had similar jobs in
their homelands.

Although these conditions were almost unique in the history
of international immigration, they did not eradicate social
inequality between locals and immigrants in postwar Western
European societies. One of the reasons for this inequality was the
universal, axiomatic belief of European societies (common in both
host and sending countries, and held by almost all social groups in
them) that it was fair and legitimate to unequally distribute rights
between nationals and foreign citizens, and that the state had the
obligation to protect its own citizens more than any foreign resi-
dents. From this universal belief, which was and still is constitu-
tionally safeguarded and inscribed in legislation, practices and
attitudes, stemmed much legal, institutional and socioeconomic
discrimination against foreigners, perfectly legitimate in the con-
science of most people. The immigrants' restricted rights to work,
achieved through the issuing of work permits for one specific job
and of limited duration, were considered as perfectly acceptable for
foreigners as they would be unthinkable for the indigenous popu-
lation. 12 The dependence of the residence permit on the existence
of a work permit and the availability of jobs was one more among
many examples of legalized inequality. Foreign workers in West-
ern European societies found themselves at a legal and political
disadvantage.

The objective discrepancies in wealth and power among coun-
tries was another factor of inequality between locals and foreign-
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ers. When it came to negotiations, the economic and political
power of the host countries prevailed over the poor, powerless in
international terms and financially dependent Mediterranean
countries, as it was the former that set the rules of the game. Fur-
thermore, the economic and political inequality went together
with an unequal cultural prestige, as "Western European" culture
was imposed as the model and yardstick of all other cultural
systems. Immigrants from the agricultural, technologically under-
developed Mediterranean countries—thought of by Western
Europeans as traditional and hence culturally inferior—were dis-
criminated against and underestimated even before they set foot in
the host countries. Besides, this evaluation was largely adopted by
the societies of the sending countries and the immigrants them-
selves. The legal, political and social categorization of foreigners
had direct repercussions on their daily lives and their self-percep-
tion and influenced the relations they developed with other social
groups.

Most immigrants came from the lowest socioeconomic strata
of countries that were poor, dependent and devoid of political
power and influence as well as cultural radiance. They left the
impoverished parts of the sending countries, where the living and
working conditions they had known were often worse than the
ones they found in the economically developed societies of West-
ern Europe. In most cases they were poor and uneducated peasants,
unfamiliar with the pace and demands of industrial work, urban
living and the bureaucracy of the welfare state, and, in addition,
did not speak the language of the host country. As a result, foreign
workers were not in a position to benefit from the advantages and
rights available to them. 13 Although not illiterate, most of them
had not read their contract because they were not used to the prac-
tice of written agreements and the deciphering of legal texts in
their daily lives. They were also not familiar with the concept of
deadlines and the bureaucratic procedures that were the standard
practice of state agencies, insurance services and industrial man-
agement; meanwhile, they were unable to read and understand the
relevant instructions. They did not know many of their rights, or
how to take advantage of the various benefits. They depended to a
great extent on the often inadequate and inconsistent information
from the old hands or the very few interpreters and social workers.
Furthermore, their wish to save some money and return home as
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soon as possible, the fatigue from hard work and lack of familiar-
ity with the experience discouraged systematic learning of the
language or enrolment in professional training courses. More gen-
erally, the plan to repatriate often obstructed effective adaptation
and familiarization with the new environment.

Nominal equality in terms of working conditions, rights, wel-
fare benefits, etc., was effectively undermined by the actual social
inequality. The inferior ranking of their home country on the
international economic, political and cultural arena and their own
low status within the hierarchy of the society in which they were
born and raised largely determined their position within the host
country's society, rendering them vulnerable in multiple ways.
The immigrants' national and social origin, their limited educa-
tion and partially different cultural capital, combined with the
new social relations into which they were incorporated, deter-
mined their low social position within the industrially developed
countries in which they settled, where they were hired as unskilled
labor for jobs the locals refused to do. The double marginalization,
as a result of their being both foreign and unskilled workers, had
a cumulative effect.

The favorable economic conditions lasted until the early
1970s. Already since 1967 the Belgian state had embarked on new
measures that restricted the rights of foreign workers, and the
number of work permits issued was reduced." Of course, the
employers—whose interests run against these measures—contin-
ued to hire "illegal" immigrants after the official government pol-
icy had changed.

In the late 1960s social conflict intensified in the workplace
and unrest seized many universities. Amidst this climate, the par-
ticipation of immigrants in the strikes, the discharge of foreign
strikers, the government measures against foreign students and
the reaction of their Belgian fellow students brought to the surface
the "immigrant problem." Until then all matters concerning for-
eign workers had been resolved as part of the bilateral immigra-
tion agreements; now the state was under pressure to define the
immigrants' status and rights irrespective of the agreements it had
signed." Trade unions, in particular, played a decisive role in
bringing into broader discussion the phenomenon of immigration
and the need for the social integration of foreigners in the society. 16

The greater numbers of immigrants and in particular the massive
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presence of their families, combined with the increasing number
of scientific studies and various public statements on this issue,
also contributed to a change of views regarding immigration. At
the same time, immigrants' societies and mixed associations made
their presence felt more than before. To some extent Belgian soci-
ety ceased to see immigrants as temporary labor and gradually
realized that they were already permanent residents of the country.

Immediately after the oil crisis of 1973-1974, the Belgian
state aligned its policy with the other Western European countries
and banned immigration in 1974. Later on, in 1980, the policy
on the reunification of families was also made stricter and
more restrictive. In 1984, the Belgian government made a timid
attempt to provide various incentives for immigrants to repatriate.
However, the economic crisis, unemployment and insecurity made
foreign workers precipitate the process of permanent settlement
instead of going back home. Exercising their established rights,
more and more immigrants brought over their families to settle in
the host country.

The final ban on immigration served also to increase tension
rather than reduce it, as it rendered more clear the fact that immi-
grants were there for good. Xenophobia manifested itself overtly
when certain groups of Belgians, realizing the permanent presence
of immigrants, felt that it threatened their own claim to social
benefits. New negative stereotypes for immigrants became wide-
spread since the early 1970s; among them, the image of the immi-
grant who takes advantage of and abuses the benefits of social
security. Discrimination against foreigners shifted toward the
more recent Muslim immigrants. The clash of trade unions (and
other organizations that fought for immigrants' rights) with the
policies for the restriction of foreigners' rights adopted by the gov-
ernment at various times and with the racist behavior of some pop-
ulation groups had mixed results. 17

Dominant Regimes of Representation:
The Stereotype of the Mediterranean

Before the war, given the relatively marginal positions of
Greece and Belgium in international developments and the little
contact between the two countries, any concrete picture of Greece
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and the Greeks would be likely to be held only by the relatively
small groups of educated Belgians. This picture, as in all Western
European countries, was formed largely with reference to the clas-
sical Greek heritage. The accounts of travelers and newspaper cor-
respondents—both important sources of information for literate
people in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries—com-
pared contemporary Greeks with their ancient "ancestors" and the
"West" and thus elaborated and promoted the stereotype of a mod-
ern Greece with "oriental" characteristics."

After the war some Belgian philhellenes started to organize,
with support from the embassy and the community, lectures and
film projections on modern Greece, its landscapes, its people's
mores and customs along with its historical heritage. There were
several attempts to establish new Greek-Belgian societies. How-
ever, in the 1950s, and even more so in the next decade, the inter-
est in Greece—in Western Europe as a whole but also in Belgium
in particular—spread from a limited elite to broader social groups,
thanks to better access to education and the cultural products from
other countries as well as through tourism, the media and adver-
tising.

The development of tourism brought many Belgian travelers
to the Mediterranean." A holiday in Greece was promoted as an
escape from the stress and the maladies of developed Western
European societies toward a picturesque, genuine, more primitive
life—a life closer to nature. An important role in shaping this
stereotyped image of the country was played by the Greek state
and the travel agencies, which used exoticism—"the sensational-
izing of cultural difference" 20—in their drive to advance tourism.

The Belgians' acquaintance with modern Greece came at a
time when the image of exotic yet familiar Mediterranean societies
started to fascinate the expanding classes of socially mobile Euro-
peans. The perception of Greece was based on a more general
stereotyped image of Mediterranean countries, which had been
formed in earlier times and was confirmed and reinforced by vari-
ous mediators. Southern Europe was seen as a relatively uniform
set of weak countries with lagging economies and was constantly
compared to the model of modernized Western Europe; the stereo-
type was based on the juxtaposition between modernity and tra-
dition. 2 ' The mass promotion of certain Greek films and the
diffusion of some Greek songs and novels in the late 1950s and

Greek Immigrants in Postwar Belgium	 41



early 1960s contributed in a major way to the formation of a par-
ticular perception of Greeks in Western Europe and, of course, in
Belgium, enriching the stereotyped contemporary Mediterranean
culture with its Greek version. 22

Given the small numbers of Greek immigrant workers com-
pared to the Italians and the Spaniards, their presence in Belgium
does not seem to have radically changed the image of Greece or the
Greeks. Another factor was that they arrived after large numbers
of Italians and a little before the settlement of Moroccan and
Turkish immigrants. 23 The Greeks were thus included in the
broader group of Mediterranean people and were invested with
more or less the same stereotyped characteristics. Outside the
workplace, the immigrants were associated—mainly by the news-
papers of Wallonia, where most foreign workers lived until the late
1960s—with feasts dominated by the "hot Mediterranean tem-
perament," spontaneity, etc. In these feasts, mostly Italian but also
Spanish and Greek, a few "national" dishes, some music and a
couple of folk dances were sufficient for holding an "evening of
friendship. "24

During the 1960s, some Greeks opened restaurants addressed
to a Belgian clientele. These establishments conformed to the
dominant image of Greece that was already part of the average Bel-
gian's mass culture, at the same time reinforcing it. The decor
referred almost invariably to antiquity (murals depicting scenes
from the Homeric epics, copies of ancient statues, models of the
Parthenon, etc.) as well as the "oriental" character of modern
Greece's folk culture (worry-beads, "national" costumes, hand-
woven textiles, etc.). On the whole, "oriental" modern Greece had
a stronger presence, with the typical dishes, Turkish coffee as well
as the bouzouki music and the syrtaki and chasapiko dances.

The dictatorship and the activities of some Belgians against
the colonels' regime temporarily turned the interest of part of Bel-
gian society to another aspect of Greece, without, however, per-
manently displacing the firmly established static image of
Mediterranean countries. On the other hand, the economic and
political changes that led to the expansion of the powers of the
EEC, the policy of European integration and the attempts to con-
struct a "European" identity, combined with the diminished social
conspicuousness of the immigrants from southern Europe, gradu-
ally softened, over the 1980s and 1990s, the Western Europeans'
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stereotypes and prejudice against the Mediterranean peoples of the
old continent.

"European" Identity and the Alliance against the Third Person

In Belgium as well as in other host countries there were suc-
cessive waves of immigration, of different sizes and dominated
each by a different nationality. Each wave of immigration trig-
gered a social process of redefinition of rank, roles and prestige.
Under this process the foreigners would often compete for domi-
nance over the social and economic space allowed them by the
indigenous population.

The first Greeks to arrive at the Belgian coal mines came from
the Dodecanese islands; they may have known nothing about Bel-
gium and the Belgians, but they had firm stereotypes about the
Italians because of the recent Italian rule of their islands, the
Greek-Italian war of 1940 and the occupation of part of Greece by
the Italian army during the Second World War. 25 Yet the main
problem was that, given their large numbers, their earlier presence
in the country, their familiarity with the language and the organ-
ization and militancy of some of them, many Italians were next to
the Belgians in constituting a sort of workers' aristocracy in the
closed and tough world of coal mines. For much the same reasons
they had greater protection by their government and a network of
social workers and Catholic organizations. 26 The Greeks naturally
compared their situation with that of the Italians—i.e., with those
with whom they felt closer, given their similar social position—
and felt they were hard done by. 27

On the other hand, the very few relevant testimonies suggest
that some Italians saw the advent of Greeks in a hostile fashion,
fearing that they would lose the few privileges they had as a result
of their great numbers and their monopoly of postwar economic
immigration to Belgium. 28 Moreover, friction among foreign
workers was a frequent phenomenon, due to the individualistic
motives of immigrants who suffered many hardships in order to
improve their lives as soon as possible, and the nature of work in
the mines, which demanded small groups with strict internal hier-
archy, where, however, everyone's life depended on cooperation and
solidarity among their peers. The Italians, being veterans, often
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headed the small teams that went down the shafts. Many of them
were specialists in cutting coal and were paid according to their
output, so they would naturally grudge the onus of having to train
new workers with whom they could not even communicate. All
this made it easy for the atmosphere to be charged with everyday
misunderstandings in the workplace or the hostels for foreign
miners.

Furthermore, the different religious and eating habits and the
different language—heterogeneity in general—made both Ital-
ians and Greeks distrustful or hostile up to a point. Typically, the
problem that came up regularly at the hostels was that of foreign
eating habits. The Greeks, being few and scattered, were often
annoyed by the frequency with which they were served "pasta" or
other "Italian" dishes. As we know, food is part of a ritual that
helps to confirm social relations but also to assert difference and
establish borderlines. In addition to genuine aversion and the eat-
ing habits cultivated since childhood, friction at the hostels was
largely associated with each national group's prestige and the
rivalry among foreign immigrants.

Relations among the various ethnic groups that coexisted in
the mines were not idyllic, especially in the early years, as the
majority of workers were uprooted men who lived destitute and
lonely lives and worked under extremely tough conditions. In
most cases they were peasants who had switched overnight from
ploughing fields to digging coal mines; from their familiar village
community to living among strangers with whom communication
was either impossible or very limited. The often interrelated feel-
ings of male honor and national pride gave rise to a lot of fights
and animosity. The immigrants' prejudices and stereotypes were
part of the mental tools with which they could make sense and
interpret what was happening to them.

Foreign coal miners had to live with rejection and contempt
on the part of the Belgian society, at the same time feeling that
they had been "sold" and abandoned by their own country. As it is
often the case in situations like that, when the Greeks arrived, the
Italians, who were experiencing their own sense of uprooting and
their share of Belgian enmity, 29 felt that there were others in a
worse position than themselves whom they could treat as inferior
in their turn. The sociologist E. Dimitras cites a typical incident
he was told during his research on Greek immigrants in Charleroi
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in 1960: the arrogant attitude of some Italians toward the Greeks
made one Greek worker respond by writing on the wall of an
underground gallery in a mine: "Greece gave her lights to human-
ity!"—to which the immediate answer of the Italians was, "yes,
but not modern Greece!" 3° As in many other instances in modern
Greek history, antiquity was enlisted here to raise the contempo-
rary Greeks' self-esteem when others trampled on it.

In spite of all this one should not remain with the impression
of a generalized animosity and an overall negative atmosphere of
rivalry between Italians and Greeks or among the various ethnic
groups in general. The common threat of death, accidents or
anthracosis and the necessarily joint effort to survive and earn more
in the galleries were existential experiences common to al1. 31 Over
time, the fact that immigrants lived together in hostels, villages
or neighborhoods, in relative isolation from the Belgian popu-
lation, the common working and living conditions, the shared
experience of being foreigners, and the feeling of exploitation, con-
tempt and abandonment became very powerful elements of unifi-
cation. The gradual arrival of their families and the decision for
even temporary settlement eased the tension, while time turned
the fearsome new experiences into familiar ones.

Besides, to look at the other side of the coin, the fact that the
initial core of Dodecanesian Greek immigrants were familiar with
the Italians and, more importantly, with their language facilitated
communication and afforded an opportunity for more meaningful
contact and relations. After the 1956 disaster at the Marcinel
mine, which caused the death of over 136 Italian immigrants, and
the subsequent migration agreements with Spain and Greece,
rivalry and tension gradually eased off as the Italians eventually
accepted the idea of coexistence. Finally, trade unions and the left
waged a systematic war against ethnic rivalry and gradually fos-
tered the spirit and manifestations of solidarity. In 1968, when the
implementation of the relevant agreements among EEC member-
states provided Italian immigrants with more rights and privi-
leged treatment, the unions fought for similar working conditions
for the rest of the foreign workers. Therefore, animosity went side-
by-side with manifestations of solidarity, support practices and
joint efforts in the struggle against overseers, in a spirit of inter-
nationalism.

The arrival and settlement of immigrants from Muslim coun-
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tries gradually changed the situation again. 32 Workers from
Morocco and Turkey—who came last and entered the labor mar-
ket just before the eruption of the economic crisis—found them-
selves in turn at the lowest rung of the professional and social
ladder and took up the jobs abandoned or rejected by older immi-
grants. Moreover, Western European prejudice and enmity toward
these countries and their peoples were traditionally much more
powerful than the animosity against the Christians from the
Mediterranean; Muslim immigrants, whose social visibility was
higher, due to the stigmatization of their dress and other habits,
represented for Belgians the most "backward" element within
their society. By the end of the 1970s, in the mind of most Bel-
gians the word "immigrant" was already equated with "Muslim,"
"Arab," "Moroccan" or "Turk"; the definition of the notion "for-
eigner" had changed, and immigrants of European origin had
become almost socially invisible. The situation in many Muslim
countries as shown by the media, the growth of Islamic move-
ments and their stigmatization, the Rushdie affair and other
events reinforced Western European societies' negative image of
the "quintessential foreigners" who lived in their midst. The
simultaneous adoption of an EEC policy of forming a "European"
citizenship and a "European" identity not only excluded Muslim
immigrants from various privileges, but also increased their dis-
tinction from the ethnic groups of European origin living in Bel-
gium. Through these processes the Greek immigrants, along with
those from Italy and Spain, became part of a new, single category
as the host society began to perceive them as "Europeans." 33

And when these people say strangers [foreigners] they mean
the Moroccans. . . . I've heard it with my own ears at the
factory, from young people, that is, my boss's son, . . . who
told me as much: "Why do you count yourself as a for-
eigner? You shouldn't consider yourself a foreigner. You
are now in the Common Market, you are a European." 34

Greek Community Formation Processes:
Organizational Structures and Conflicts

When they arrived in Belgium and for some decades, however,
the unskilled Greek workers faced contempt for their cultural
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practices and religious beliefs and were treated with hostility and
prejudice by the indigenous population. In order to cope with the
difficulties arising from their low social status, the hostile envi-
ronment and the linguistic barriers, to•atisfy their everyday needs
(baptisms, weddings, funerals) but also to create opportunities for
social contact, the immigrants, apart from the informal networks
they set up, frequented Greek Orthodox churches, enrolled in the
Greek sections of Belgian trade unions and organized themselves
into communities.

As the numbers of Greek coal miners in Belgium increased,
the Orthodox Church and the Greek government wished to estab-
lish suitable structures for preserving their religious and national
sentiment, and in this they had the warm support of the mines'
management. The Church was one of the first organizational and
control structures for immigrants, endorsed and supported by all
sides—Greek and Belgian, clerical and secular. Amid the Cold
War climate of the time, Greek Orthodox priests were officially
appointed at the mines to help preserve "healthy national princi-
ples" and "effectively protect Greek nationals against the diffusion
of communism or any antisocial ideas, to the interests of the Fed-
eration [of mine owners—Fedechal." 35 Until the late 1960s the
mines had on their payroll Greek priests who, in addition, received
occasional sums from the secret funds of the Greek Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. 36 As in the case of Italian immigrants, the priests
were called upon by the employers as well as the governments to
exercise a social, political and ideological control over the workers.
Yet, contrary to the organizations and the ministers of the Catholic
Church, the social work of Greek Orthodox priests who preached
in the mine areas seems to have been extremely limited. Most of
them restricted themselves to rare visits at hospitals, collecting
money in cases of death and, mostly, to moral injunctions and call-
ing for the need for upholding traditions.

Irrespective of the reasons priests were appointed to work in
the coal mining areas of Belgium, the Greek Orthodox Church, as
an institution with a long tradition and established structures and
fully experienced in managing coexistence with other religions
and national groups, was able to use its traditions and ceremonies
to transplant various emotionally and ideologically charged ritu-
als and symbols and perpetuate fragments of collective memory
and the past. The symbols of the past, invested with a mythical
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timelessness, acquired great power through the security the sense
of familiarity and continuity afforded to the immigrants—that is,
to people who had settled in a place where almost everything was
unfamiliar and to some extent hostile, thus causing stress and fear,
and who had to change radically and abruptly many aspects of
their way of living.

The differences between Catholics and Orthodox—in terms of
ritual, church decoration, Easter customs and traditions or even
the different sign of the cross—were some of the elements that
served to reinforce the awareness of common roots among the
Greeks and of their differences from the other people who lived in
Belgium. This elevation by the church of barriers between Greeks
and the locals included an attempt to check the relationships
between young workers, single or away from their families, and
Belgian women. Church writings portrayed foreign women as all
but prostitutes, compared to Greek women, who were described
as caring, pure and morally impeccable. 37 By restricting the nature
and frequency of contact between Greek Orthodox men and
Catholic Belgian women, the church was trying to impose an
informal set of rules and distinguish between acceptable and for-
bidden forms of interaction and relationships among the ethnic
groups that lived in the same place.

The Greek Orthodox Church in Belgium, just as in other expa-
triate communities, promoted among the Greeks processes and
fields of convergence in which religious practices emerged as signs
of recognition, meant to express and reinforce solidarity as well as
to signify the social distance that set them apart from other reli-
gious and ethnic groups. The church had the authority and the
power to mark out certain features as symbols of the immigrants'
identity, to reduce the conspicuousness and importance of the dif-
ferences among the various categories of Greek immigrants and, at
the same time, to erect barriers to communication with other pop-
ulation groups.

After 1974, the standing of the church was shaken due to the
supportive attitude of certain priests toward the dictatorial gov-
ernment, and its prestige was diminished, if temporarily, in the
political and ideological atmosphere that followed the restitution
of democracy in Greece. At the same time, the Greek Orthodox
Church itself gradually changed its strategy in Belgium: it sought
legalization, prestige, recognition and financial support from the
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host country and embarked on a campaign to preserve religious
conscience among the immigrants' children and grandchildren
through the structures of Belgian society. Hence, from 1982, the
new Metropolitan of Belgium initiated actions to have the Ortho-
dox doctrine officially recognized by the Belgian state. 38 Eventu-
ally, a ministerial act of 1985 recognized the Orthodox doctrine
and the metropolitan appointed by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople as its representative. Since 1988, Orthodox priests
have been paid their wages by the Belgian state, while pupils in
Belgian schools are entitled, at least in theory, to be taught the
Orthodox religion.

Initially, the only structures for the reception of Greek coal
miners other than the church were the Belgian unions, which were
massive and powerful in the 1950s and 1960s. The unions, apart
from trying to curtail the number of foreign workers, also aimed
at preventing the employers from preferring to hire immigrants;
hence they sought equal treatment of the latter, protected their
rights and encouraged the spread of syndicalism among them.
Toward the end of the 1940s, the Belgian Christian Syndicate
helped organize the installation of the Italian immigrants and
started propaganda by creating an Italian section, which published
a newspaper in Italian. Profiting from this experience, soon after
the mass arrival of Greek workers in the coal mines a Greek sec-
tion was set up within the Belgian Christian Syndicate, initially
providing services with a view to solving the various pressing
problems with wages, social security and benefits and translating
the necessary documents at no charge. With this kind of support
it attracted many immigrants and brought some of them out of
their isolation. The Greek section of the Belgian Christian Syndi-
cate also provided lessons on language and syndicalism and pub-
lished a newspaper in Greek for many decades. 39 Through this
newspaper the syndicate's officials strove to change the immi-
grants' attitude toward the function of trade unionism and culti-
vate solidarity and a unionist and class conscience. Many were soon
convinced to participate in strikes and other activities, thus
becoming familiar with the meaning and the practices of syndi-
calism. As the only Greek-language publication in Belgium for
many years and the only one to have been published consistently
for decades, the newspaper served as a unique source of informa-
tion about work and everyday life, immigrants' rights and the
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opportunities for economic and social integration, which would
have remained otherwise inaccessible to them. Another Greek sec-
tion was formed in the Socialist Syndicate in the 1960s, which
engaged in similar activities.

The Greek sections of the two Belgian syndicates designated
and gave form and substance to the multiple identities of the
Greek, the immigrant, the foreigner, the worker and the unionist,
presenting them not as mutually exclusive but as capable of co-
existing. Hence they presented the immigrants with alternative
identities that could exist in parallel with their already formed
national and religious identity. The enrolment of a significant
number of immigrants in trade unions,4° even if temporarily and
based on personal motives, the opportunity to read a union paper,
to participate in events and take lessons were all new experiences
and important points of reference for many of the Greeks in Bel-
gium. For those immigrants, who came mostly from the rural
parts of a country without much of a union movement, these expe-
riences transformed them and made them more open toward Bel-
gian society and the other foreigners. In linking their own
problems with those of other foreign and Belgian workers, the
Greek immigrants acquired the ability to interpret what was
going on in ways that were new to many of them.

The Greek sections of the Belgian syndicates were the only
institutions besides the church that had access to so many Greeks
for such a long period of time. They served as agents of change and
centers of osmosis, whose range reached far more than their active
members, thanks to the services they offered, their prestige and
their extensive network of representatives. They functioned as
mediators between the immigrants and Belgian society and played
a decisive role in the integration process by providing an arena,
however limited, for social and political participation. While they
saw to the preservation of the Greek language and the Orthodox
creed, they also strove for the adaptation of the immigrants to Bel-
gian society and the adoption of many of its values and codes of
behavior. 41 The Greek communities and the conflicts within them
played a more ambiguous role, which we will examine through the
example of the most important among them, the Greek commu-
nity of Brussels.

Until the mid-1950s, the Greeks in Belgium were few. Most
of them came from territories of the Ottoman empire, from cen-
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ters of the Greek diaspora or the commercial and maritime areas
of Greece. They had the knowledge of foreign languages, the cos-
mopolitan outlook and the familiarity with the west of those who
were engaged in trade and shipping. 42 True to the old traditions
of expatriate communities, the Greeks of Antwerp and, later, Brus-
sels, established communities and churches in order to preserve
their language and religious identity, passing them on to the
younger generations, and to develop networks of solidarity. At the
time, of course, embassies and consulates, sometimes in coopera-
tion with religious authorities, often abetted expatriate communi-
ties, so that the source country retained economic and other
contacts with its expatriate citizens and was able to influence and
control them.

Until the 1950s the majority of Greeks in Belgium were lit-
erate members of the middle classes. The significant rate of ethnic
exogamy and naturalization, as seen from the church archives,
reveals an upwardly mobile community with a strategy of incor-
poration into Belgian society. Hence its public profile until the
mid-1950s was of Western European character; its sense of differ-
ence was restricted to the community members and focused on
religious identity. It was only the "Greek Community of Brussels,"
established during the Second World War, in 1943, which also saw
to the preservation of a national identity centered on ancestral
glory and the commemoration of struggles against the enemies of
Greece.

The arrival of immigrant workers in the coal-producing areas
in the late 1950s gave rise to conflicts and animosity among the
Greeks in Belgium. The majority of the earlier expatriates did not
receive the Greek coal miners with feelings of solidarity. It seems
that they even resented their consorting with workers during reli-
gious services, claiming that "the church has become full of coal
dust." Some of them feared that the Belgian society would equate
them with their socially inferior compatriots, which would jeop-
ardize their prestige and impede the processes of upward social
mobility for themselves and their offspring. 43

When ex-coal miners settled in Brussels in the early 1960s and
the left became more active, the already existing oppositions found
fertile ground in the Greek Community of Brussels. Until then the
community had brought together wealthy merchants and pro-
fessionals and was essentially under the tutelage of the Greek
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embassy. However, for the first time in the 1962 elections the
administrative council included workers. The changed composi-
tion of the council brought about a partially modified community
policy. Some of the older members of the community also gradu-
ally recognized the changes from the settlement of immigrant
workers in Belgium and the need to deal with them.

In 1962, just a few months after the negotiations leading to
the liaison of Greece with the Common Market, the new chairman
of the community submitted to the Greek prime minister a report
on the problems of his compatriots and a request for financial sup-
port. His arguments revolved around the importance of cultivat-
ing a respectable image of Greeks in the home city of the EEC,
thus revealing one of the reasons for which a small fraction of ear-
lier expatriates became interested in the coal miners' fate: "Given
that 95 percent of the newcomers {ex-coal miners in Brussels) are
completely ignorant of the language, they have a great many dif-
ficulties in their relations with employers, social security agencies,
etc., and they often aggravate their position as ignorance and lack
of support turns them into negative elements for the Greek image and
prestige. In order to prevent this and to the extent possible, our com-
munity strives to help and guide them in various ways, to the detri-
ment of the personal interests and professional activities of some
of us."44 Another text, justifying his involvement with the social
rights of the immigrants, reveals the political aspect of the change
of policy: "the former ambassador has admitted that he used to
urge coal miners not to enrol in syndicates, fearing the political
character of these organizations. Hence the workers were unpro-
tected against the employers and unable to afford the defense of
their case. Such unfortunate examples foolishly reinforce allegations
that are politically manipulated against the Greek government. . . . They
are not all of them nice and quiet, we also have bullies and commu-
nists. . . . But once saddled with them, what can I do?" 45

According to this rationale, the new chairman (from 1962 to
1964) saw to the collection of funds, the operation of temporary
offices, the resolution of the problems of many immigrants with
social security, and to the weekly operation of two community
afternoon schools for their children. He employed his knowledge
of the Belgian labor market and his contacts to find jobs for many
newly arrived workers and secure work permits for them. He for-
mulated the immigrants' demands and submitted them to the
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Greek Labor Attaché in Germany, to the consulate in Brussels and
to Greek government officials; in 1964, he secured the approval of
a subsidy to the community by the Greek government.46

Very soon, however, the administrative council was divided on
the question of the eligibility of immigrant workers as community
members. The older members tried to find legitimate ways to
exclude the newcomers, the most handy being the requirement for
prospective members to have certain types of work and residence
permits and to have lived in Brussels for at least three years. 47 Yet
despite the efforts to exclude them, by 1963 workers already
formed the majority;48 this was due to the increasing numbers of
immigrants settling in Brussels and the policy of the left to infil-
trate the community with the prospect of assuming its manage-
ment through the sheer numbers of workers who became
members. During 1963-1964 the left focused on this target, urg-
ing the workers under its influence to enrol in the community."

The left contributed in a major way to the functioning of
immigrant communities in Belgium and to increasing awareness
around political issues. Given the limited potential of Greek
immigrants for self-organization—due to the cumulative effect of
the rural background of their majority, their low social status in
Belgium and the fact that they were foreigners—the left-wing
party with its coordinated efforts and its experienced officials
played a catalytic role in transferring power from the earlier,
wealthy expatriates to the recently arrived workers wherever
organized Greek communities pre-existed, or in establishing new
communities in other places.

In the 1965 elections for a new administrative council almost
none of the older community members were elected; new names
appeared and workers were the major force." Politically, the new
council was divided between centrist and left wing. The conserva-
tive earlier expatriates and members of the Greek diplomatic
authorities reacted violently when they saw they had lost control
of the community, calling the Belgian police to step in, without
any effect, however." After the workers' victory in the Brussels
community, immigrants in other Belgian cities followed their
example and established—or gained control of—almost all com-
munities in Belgium.

The earlier expatriates had long and strong connections with
the Greek and Belgian authorities, and it was they who had set up
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and run the Greek Community of Brussels for almost two decades.
However, despite their attempts to exclude the socially inferior
newcomers, the sheer numbers of immigrant workers who came to
Brussels in the early 1960s combined with the activities of the left
prevented them from retaining control of the community. For
immigrants, the stake was the creation of a social space where they
could feel safe through the use of familiar codes and develop con-
tacts and support networks to deal more effectively with exclusion
and social disadvantage; for the left, it was mainly to gain influ-
ence on those who were thought of as future members of Greece's
working class.

The community from 1965 onward cultivated the relationship
between immigrants and Greek politics, preparing memoranda
and submitting resolutions to the Greek parliament and organiz-
ing protest actions and rallies. It connected the problems of work-
ers abroad with the politics of the Greek governments; formulated
the demand for the emigrants' right to vote in their homeland's
elections; and worked for the release of political prisoners and the
restitution of constitutional law and order in Greece. Immediately
after the coup of 1967 the community joined the Commission for
Antidictatorial Struggle, and political issues in Greece became its
almost exclusive activity; it was actively involved in the instiga-
tion of most antidictatorship manifestations and had contacts with
the Belgian organizations that supported these actions. So the left
succeeded, at least for a brief period of time, in sensitizing many
immigrants—ex-peasants who had lived in the post-civil-war
repressive political climate in Greece and had just joined the work-
ing class of Belgium—to partly break the barriers of fear and
develop serious activities under a legitimate organizational struc-
ture.

In September 1967, a few months after the coup in Greece, the
earlier expatriates established a separate community in Brussels
that remained in close cooperation with the Greek authorities
throughout the dictatorship. Social and political identity and the
divergent strategies brought the older members of the community
into open conflict with the immigrant workers. From 1967 until
their unification in 1991, Brussels had two Greek "communi-
ties"—that of the left-wing workers and the "nationalist" one. As
the Greeks in Brussels were divided into two associations, with
left-wing workers in one and diplomatic, military and religious
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officials and earlier expatriates in the other, political identity was
largely equated with class identity; as a result of this equation, the
fact was ignored that there were very many workers who were not
left-wing as well as a not insignificant number of communist intel-
lectuals and students.

The intimidating and repressive tactics of the military regime,
the split of the Greek Communist Party in 1968 and other factors
aggravated the discord among immigrants and brought about the
progressive disbanding of their collective organizations over the
duration of the dictatorship. 52 The majority confined themselves
to cultural activities like language lessons, dance groups, film pro-
jections, and to their private lives. Even many left-wing immi-
grants became disillusioned and abandoned politics; only a few
continued to wage war against the "nationalist" association, trying
to disrupt its activities, collecting donations for the families of
political prisoners and making efforts to increase public awareness
of the situation in Greece in Western Europe. Many immigrants
from the 1950s up to the political changeover in 1974 vacillated
between periods of intense involvement in politics—the organiza-
tion of communities and all sorts of associations—and periods of
fear, indifference and the exclusive pursuit of their goal for eco-
nomic security and the amelioration of their families' perspectives.
With the exception of those in the many antidictatorship groups
and committees, it was only after the dictatorship that the Greeks
in Belgium took up politics en masse again, just like those who
lived in Greece.

The appearance of PASOK—the new Greek socialist party—
organizations among the immigrants after the dictatorship
gradually changed the balance of political powers within the
communities. The Brussels community, clearly more massive by
then, remained in the hands of the Communist Party for some
years, only to fall from its control in 1979. In the 1980s, the age
structure and social composition of the community's membership
and leadership changed through the increased presence of students
and Greek employees of the EEC in Brussels. At the same time
that the legitimacy of political parties was reduced, Greek gov-
ernment policy toward expatriates shifted and the community
assumed the role of mediator between the Greeks in Belgium and
the governments of the host and sending countries or the EEC.
Moreover, on the one hand the establishment of several associa-
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tions of immigrants originating from specific regions of Greece
during the 1980s and on the other hand the formation of the Fed-
eration of Greek Communities in Belgium in 1988 brought about
specialization and centralization; these and other factors radically
changed the physiognomy of the community. The fusion of the
two Brussels communities in 1991 completed the transformation:
in the first election of the unified community the conservative
camp got 39 percent of the votes for the first time in almost thirty
years, while the Communist Party received just 19 percent.

Political and class conflicts had arisen in Greek communities
from the arrival of the first immigrant workers in the mid-1950s
until well into the 1990s, particularly in the community of the
capital, where most of the Greeks who stayed on in the country had
settled by the early 1960s. These conflicts influenced the processes
of ethnic identity formation of the Greeks in Belgium, the choice
of its cultural markers as well as of the groups from which they dis-
tinguished themselves.

Prewar associations of Greeks in Belgium focused on preserv-
ing religion and forming a basically upwardly mobile class-related
identity. In the decade 1955-1965 their strategy slowly changed;
the novel emphasis on distinctive features, the importation of cul-
tural elements from Greece, the integration of other products from
the mass culture of the west and the invention of traditions con-
tributed to the emergence of an ethnic identity. These changes are
indicative, on the one hand, of the stereotypical picture of modern
Greece, which, as we saw, was spreading among Belgians as a result
of tourist development, the appearance of Greek restaurants in
Brussels, the success of certain Greek films and songs abroad and
the earlier expatriates' adjustment to the growing power of the
image Belgium had of the exotic folk culture of Greece; on the
other hand, they show the growing concern of the officials of the
older associations about the public image of Greeks—which they
felt to be threatened by the arrival of immigrant workers—in the
period before and after the liaison of Greece with the EEC in 1961,
when it is likely that the older expatriates had expectations of an
upgraded economic, administrative or political role as a result of
their strategic position in Brussels. So they gradually shifted from
a strategy of assimilation into Belgian society to the underlining
of a cultural specificity.

Up to the mid-1950s, the annual feasts of the Greek commu-
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nity of Brussels and the balls organized every year by the Sister-
hood of Greek Ladies under the auspices of the embassy had a
clearly Western European music and dance program. In 1954 the
children of community members presented some Greek dances,
albeit without overturning the dominant Western European style.
From 1955, Greek songs and dances became a permanent part of
the program, side by side with the Western European ones. A sep-
arate "Greek evening" with bouzouki was first organized by the
community in 1956, with a band that was passing through Brus-
sels. Some "Greek" dishes were offered in the 1960s. By 1970 the
orchestra was exclusively Greek. 53 Handwoven goods, folk danc-
ing, bouzouki, syrtaki, worry-beads, moussaka and souvlaki, Melina
Mercouri and Zorba—what the mass culture of Western European
societies and the Greek tourist industry had promoted as consti-
tutive features of "Greekness"—became the new markers of the
emerging Greek ethnic identity.

In other words, the active members of the old community
began to generate an ethnic identity bridging older features, like
the Greek language or the Orthodox religion, with innovative cul-
tural markers. In this process of bricolage they made use of: (a) ele-
ments of the (unfamiliar, to them) cultures of a rural Greece that
had acquired a new value in the eyes of many Greek nationalist
intellectuals since the late nineteenth century and were gradually
legitimized by the Greek state; (b) practices or tastes of other
groups of Greek society, just as foreign to expatriates in Belgium
as were the Asia Minor refugees; (c) products of Greek intellectu-
als and artists; and (d) the stereotypical images held by Belgian
society about the culture of southern Europeans. Hence they grad-
ually introduced into their events disparate elements from rural
regional cultures, the cultures of the urban popular classes as well
as many creations of intellectuals and artists, adapting them to the
dominant image of Mediterranean peoples as constructed by west-
ern societies. Some cultural traits promoted by the older expatri-
ates touched sensitive chords in the immigrant workers of rural
extraction who were raised within an—evolving—peasant cul-
ture; some of these markers were already familiar to the latter due
to their dissemination by the Greek radio stations or the film
industry; some easily fitted in with their nostalgia and others,
although novel, were eventually assimilated or instrumentally
used.
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Nevertheless, the political and class distinctions and conflicts
among the Greeks in Brussels contributed to the formation of par-
allel strong—although often amorphous—political and class iden-
tities. The class dimension influenced the varied cultural forms
and created the need for the earlier expatriates to differentiate
themselves from their working-class compatriots. Concerned
about the image Belgium had of Greeks, the former promoted a
"dignified," "respectable" version of "Greek culture" with profes-
sional folk dancing groups and musicians in neutral spaces. They
also attempted to check and ostracize any manifestations that did
not fit this scheme. As the merchant chairman of the Greek Com-
munity of Brussels noted in 1962, "in the last year three restau-
rants and six cafes of Greek character have opened . . . and every
weekend there are wild feasts with . . . native instruments, bouzouki
and klarino. This is the prevailing mentality, and it is sad for most
people. That's why I try to restrain them as much as I can." 54 The
promotion of scraps of folk or popular culture—real or invented,
traditional or contemporary—by wealthy and educated members
of the community legitimated it and invested it with social recog-
nition. At the same time, however, the rhetoric and symbols
employed by them were indirectly a normative standard of which
cultural markers were fitting and worthy and what it meant to be
Greek.

From the beginning of the 1960s, domestic politics in Greece
as well as the active role undertaken by the left in immigrants'
issues and in the processes of their self-organization led to fierce
struggles for dominance in the Greek Community in Brussels.
These conflicts thwarted until the late 1970s the efforts of the
politically conservative earlier expatriates, the Greek governmen-
tal officials and the church to construct a uniform "national" iden-
tity of the Greeks who lived in Belgium and conceal the social
inequalities and political discords between them. Thus, the
dominant normative discourse of the political and social elite of
Greeks living in Brussels failed to impose itself uniformly and
without resistance; on the contrary, it met with opposition from
the organized groups of immigrant workers who had the necessary
endorsement from the left. The immigrant groups succeeded in
promoting leader figures among the workers and the left-wing
intellectuals, and they managed the community while propound-
ing up to a point a competitive discourse and practice. They often
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used the same rhetoric and the same symbols of ethnic identity, yet
they invested them with different meaning and often reversed
their hierarchy. These conflicts prevented the emergence of a uni-
fied ethnic group even after the fall of the junta in 1974, notwith-
standing the fact that all the political forces involved—including
the left—were oriented toward Greece and aimed at the preserva-
tion of emigrants' national conscience and identity.

By creating and reproducing a fierce conflict with the Greek
governments and the conservative political forces of the country
and by propagating its own particular symbols and rituals, the left
proposed an alternative political identity that clearly referenced
the class characteristics of foreign workers, while on the other hand
linking the fate of emigrants with that of the labor movement
within Greece. The left managed to impose its hegemony in the
community and to achieve popular support during the few years
that followed the postwar exodus of Greeks up until a short time
after the installation of the dictatorial regime in Greece in 1967.
Even if the hazard was the political affiliation of those who would
return and form part of the Greek working class, the self-organi-
zation processes promoted by the left empowered immigrants,
endorsed their ability to imagine alternative identities and helped
them formulate and claim their demands toward the governments
of both sending and host countries.

Although the majority of immigrants were not actively
involved in community affairs, the influence of the organized
workers reached a lot more Greeks than those who belonged to the
community or antidictatorship committees, thus instituting and
preserving a collective life, defining and reproducing popular cul-
tural traits and values and supporting networks of separate social
relations. They molded the collective aspect of the immigrants'
lives and cultivated a sense of belonging, irrespective of the num-
ber of registered members of the association."

The Fluidity and Unequal Status of Identities

Postwar Greek emigrants were conscious of their national and
religious identity and their specific history and culture. The long
wars in which Greece had been involved during the twentieth
century and especially the experience of the German occupation
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had sharpened their national awareness. At the same time, their
national identity had been systematically cultivated by the Greek
state and the country's intellectual and political leadership via the
primary school—attendance at which was compulsory and free of
charge—military service for men, the national commemorations,
the public discourse of intellectuals and politicians, and so on.

Yet the national identity, which had been constructed and
reshaped through collective experiences, ideological mechanisms
and the discourse of leading groups, was neither uniform—espe-
cially after the Civil War (1946-1949)—nor static and permanent.
In addition to their national identity, the various cultural, social,
political and gender groups who lived in Greece or in communi-
ties abroad had many other identities as well. These groups did not
perceive and evaluate their national identity in the same way nor
charge it with the same meaning and emotional weight. Moreover,
as Greeks interacted with foreigners and foreign customs—obvi-
ously not only through war and other negative experiences—and
found or devised differences and similarities, their identity was
transformed.

After the war Europe saw the development of many powerful
osmotic processes as populations came into contact with increas-
ing numbers of alternative behavioral patterns and foreign value
systems. Many mechanisms were developed that promoted the
interaction of cultures and the fusion of some traits and prod-
ucts—radio, cinema, tourism, consumer goods and models, etc.
By the 1950s even remote rural communities in areas without
electricity or roads would be in contact with relatives or fellow vil-
lagers who had moved to some big city and were familiar with
other ways of living, or with earlier emigrants repatriating from
distant countries and bringing with them new habits and values.

However, the familiarization with foreign cultural systems
and the ability to incorporate their constituents were not uniform
in all social groups. The cultural traits of the homeland's agricul-
tural class—from which most immigrants came—and the host
land's working class—into which they were integrated, even if
they formed its marginalized sector—were more differentiated
locally and nationally, more embedded into everyday practices,
and more closely associated with the immediate context in com-
parison with more privileged and educated social classes. The
ex-peasants who had become workers did not have the same pos-
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sibilities as middle-class foreigners to cross ethnic boundaries
(which were also class boundaries to them), to choose not to dis-
play their cultural characteristics or adopt new ones. Immigrants
had a limited range of feasible choices as their social background
and cultural capital drastically reduced the spectrum of possible
alternative identities. The formation, transformation and repro-
duction of ethnic identity had a powerful class-related aspect to
it. 56

The emigrants left Greece with many elements of their own
cultural capital already formed—as were those of other foreigners
and the various groups of the indigenous population; certain cul-
tural differences such as language and religion were products of
long historical processes. As the past has its weight, their collec-
tive identity had been partly constructed before their expatriation
on the basis of a common historical course and cultural heritage,
partly real and partly invented, while their contact with the local
population of the host country and the other foreigners reinforced
their self-awareness." The common experience of emigration,
working in the mines, living conditions and their new social status
initially diminished the importance of the pre-existing cultural and
political heterogeneity among Greek workers and decisively pro-
moted the processes of identification with one another. Due to the
stigmatization they suffered, immigrants also came to perceive
themselves as a distinct group living under adverse conditions due
to the fact that they were foreigners with a different culture."
Given their intention to repatriate, many immigrants had every
reason to preserve their language and the ingredients of their cul-
tural capital; after all, a significant percentage did indeed return.

Furthermore, certain social forces in the host country, some
institutions of the sending society and some groups of expatriates
worked—all for different reasons, of course—to preserve and/or
devise cultural peculiarities and construct a uniform ethnic iden-
tity; however, their different motives led to contradictions and
conflicts in their discourses and practices. The social and political
oppositions among Greeks in Belgium often obstructed or pre-
cluded the success of these efforts and the achievement of a con-
sensus about the way to organize the differences and similarities.
Thus, in addition to ethnic identity, the Greek sections of Belgian
unions and the left-wing elements acting within the communities
formed alternative political and class identities. They magnified
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the breaches within the ethnic group by emphasizing social dif-
ferences and political dissent, and favored contact among foreign-
ers as well as between foreign and indigenous workers. In this way
they obstructed consent and a uniform expression and representa-
tion of the ethnic group, while they incited the processes for the
immigrants' social and cultural integration in the host country.

On the other hand, the individualistic dream of prosperity and
social advancement, which had long eroded the rural communities
of the sending countries, was an incentive for immigrants to
conform to the standards of the host society. The international con-
juncture in the decades after the Second World War favored the
integration of southern European immigrants in the labor markets
of Western Europe—even if in disadvantaged occupational loca-
tions—and allowed them to take advantage, if unequally, of the
overall prosperity, the conquests of the working class and the ben-
efits of the welfare state before circumstances changed. The work
in mines or factories, with its different time management and dis-
cipline, the educational system, which promoted systematic learn-
ing of the language and the instillation of the host society's
cultural codes in children, the mentality cultivated by the welfare
state, the new models of consumption, the syndicates and the
media exerted powerful pressures for the adoption of behaviors and
values that prevailed in the host country in order to increase pro-
ductivity and consumption and achieve the smooth functioning of
its structures or the unity of the working class. The policy of the
Belgian state also changed over time, gradually adopting meas-
ures—often fragmentary—to facilitate the integration of immi-
grants and their children. 59 So there coexisted in the host country
forms of social relations, groups and institutions that favored the
forging and perpetuation of cultural peculiarities, ethnic identities
and their unequal evaluation, with collective subjects, social
strategies and structures pressing for assimilation or the creoliza-
tion of cultural systems and identities.

After all, the picture of closed, static cultural systems that
came into sudden, violent contact with one another does not reflect
the conditions of postwar migration. Cultural diversity—at least
at the time and in the geographical area under consideration—was
a continuum. Cultures contained contradictory ingredients and
values and were not as cohesive as they are often pictured; they
were malleable, without fixed forms, with porous boundaries, but
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also of unequal prestige and influence. 60 The immigrants' cultural
systems combined fragments from the traditional culture of the
sending country's rural populations and urbanized popular groups
with cultural elements of the host country's working class, of the
immigrants from other countries with the mass culture of western
societies. They were neither "traditional" nor identical with the
culture of the sending society, which was not uniform in any case.
They were not juxtaposed to modernization or to an illusory uni-
form and cohesive culture of the host society; rather, they formed
a continuum with them, contained various contradictory elements
and shreds of continuity and change and were transformed
through interaction.

Last, but not least, the continual repositioning of the bound-
aries of difference, the shifting hierarchies of others and the
alliance against the third person—the Muslim—the dynamics of
certain international and social relations functioned in these his-
torical junctures in such a way as to lead to the simultaneous emer-
gence of new, broader identities—that of the "Mediterranean" or
the "European" identity—and hybrid systems of values and behav-
ioral codes. 61

By reconstructing aspects of the history of the Greek working-
class immigrants in postwar Belgium, this article focused on the
relational, dynamic and contingent character of community and
identity formation processes. As analyzed above, the unequal rela-
tions between indigenous population and migrant groups evolved
within the social system and the institutions of the host country.
Since the initial categorization of immigrants as foreigners was
used by the dominant social groups to prevent their access to
sources of wealth and power, the identity of a foreigner was
inevitably used as a basis for resistance against this dominance. 62

Organization on the basis of ethnic criteria was one of the ways in
which immigrants managed the fear caused by change, the
unknown and social exclusion. Heritage and identities functioned
as a base for the shaping of forms of social solidarity and networks
of mutual aid; in other words, they formed part of specific prac-
tices and relations that were vital for their survival. 63 The pre-
existing or new differences were turned into identity markers of
new social subjects—and acquired social significance as they were
interlinked through stigmatization and the effort to overcome it—
with the exclusion and conflicts to which this led. 64 Thus, the
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invocation of distinct ethnic identities was not a natural product
of different traditions but a result of the discriminations and the
stigmatization foreign workers had to deal with in the host soci-
eties.

Furthermore, identities, ethnic networks and practices were
constantly remolded; they were transformed through the immi-
grants' relations with networks in the home country, other net-
works in the host country and with the national population as well
as through the new social experiences. Identities and community
practices were reforged through the interaction between the state
policies, social structures, class oppositions and cultural patterns
of the sending and the host country, the complicated relations of
immigrants with the national population or the immigrants
among themselves but also as a function of international relations
and the unequal power of states.

Just like cultural systems, social and ethnic identities were
neither uniform nor static; they were multiple, amorphous and
hybrid. Yet construction, reproduction and mutation of identities
is dependent on international and social power differentials. A
group's ability to define its self-image or to impose an other-
definition depends on its relative power in the economic and polit-
ical as well as the symbolic realm. The foreign workers' changing
identities and hybrid cultural systems lacked the prestige and
legitimacy of those of the dominant social groups in Western
Europe. The cumulative effect of their status as foreigners and
their social background and position limited the immigrants'
potential to claim recognition and legitimization of their identi-
ties and hence to direct the transformation processes of their cul-
tural characteristics.
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grants grecs, vol. B, Lors du sejour en Europe occidentale (Athens: EKKE, 1971); On
similar experiences of Greek immigrants in Germany see E. Kolodny, H Eatto-
Opeticri atic 6x0e; TOO Neicap. 'Ekkrivec getavetatec MI] Erowryetp8ti (Athens:
EKKE, 1985).

"From 1967 the right of immigrants' children to automatically obtain
work permits was abolished for some categories of foreigners, while unemployed
immigrants with a certain type of work permit were only eligible for unem-
ployment benefits until the expiration of their work permits, after which they
would be deported. A. Martens, Les immigris. Flux et reflux d'une main-d'oeuvre
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d'appoint. La politique beige de P immigration de 1945 a 1970 (Louvain: Vie
Ouvriere—Presses Universitaires de Louvain, 1976), pp. 147-148.

"A. Rea, "Mouvements sociaux, partis et integration", in M-Th. Coenen,
R. Lewin, eds., La Belgique et ses immigre's. Les politiques manque'es (Brussels: De
Boeck, 1997), pp. 48-50.

'°Martens, pp. 149-152.
' 7M. Vandemeulebrouke, "Sous le regard des medias," in Coenen and

Lewin, eds., pp. 205-220.
' 8S. Basch, Le mirage grec. La Grece moderne devant !'opinion franfaise (1846-

1946) (Athens: Hatier, 1995), pp. 324, 337, 394.
'°The number of Belgian tourists in Greece grew from about five hundred

at the beginning of the 1950s to over eleven thousand in 1962. Annual reports
of the Belgian ambassador in Athens to the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Archives of the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Grece—Dossiers 1953-1965.
Also indicative of the increasing numbers of Belgian travelers to Greece in the
1950s is the establishment of travel agencies specializing in organizing holidays
in Greece and a branch of the Greek National Tourist Organization in Brussels.

20M. Herzfeld, Anthropology through the Looking-glass: Critical Ethnography in
the Margins of Europe (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1987), p. 3.

21 K. Ross, Aller plus vite, laver plus blanc. La culture franfaise au tournant des
anne'es soixante (Paris: Abbeville, 1997), pp. 70-72, 95, 146. Characteristically,
even the anthropological study of southern Europe by western scientists in the
1960s chose to investigate isolated rural communities, thus reinforcing the per-
ception of static agricultural societies, rather than the multiple social changes
in urban centers and the planned ruptures with the past that were rapidly trans-
forming the Mediterranean countries. S. Woolf, "Introduction" in S. Woolf, ed.,
Espaces et families dans !'Europe du Sud a Pdge moderne (Paris: Editions de la Mai-
son des Sciences de l'Homme, 1993), pp. 8-9, 14-15.

22These are the films Never on a Sunday (1960) and Zorba the Greek (1964),
the music of Hadjidakis and Theodorakis and the novels of Kazantzakis.

23The Italian immigrants were the first to arrive in Belgium after the war
(the Belgo-Italian migration agreement was signed in 1946). The Spanish and
the Greeks arrived en masse after 1956. The Moroccans and the Turks arrived
after 1964. In 1970, the Italians made up 41 percent of Belgium's foreign pop-
ulation, the Spanish 12.2 percent, the Moroccans 9.9 percent, the Turks 8.1 per-
cent and the Greeks 3.4 percent. Commissariat Royal a la Politique des
Immigres, L'integration: une politique de longue haleine, vol. 1, Reperes et premieres
propositions (Brussels, 1989), p. 19.

24Vandemeulebrouke, "Sous le regard des medias," p. 205.
25Greek emigration to Belgian coal mines was initiated by M. Kokkinos,

who was of Dodecanesian descent. This, and the operation of local networks,
explains the early and significant presence of Dodecanesians in Belgium.

25A. Morelli, "L'appel a la main d'oeuvre italienne pour les charbonnages
et sa prise en charge a son arrivee en Belgique dans l'immediat apres-guerre,"
Revue Beige d'Histoire Contemporaine 19:1-2 (1988): 83-130.

27See articles comparing the situation of Greek and Italian immigrants in
the newspaper of the Greek section of the Christian Syndicate in Belgium
IIpcotonOpoc, November 1965, p. 2, and January 1967, p. 3.
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28See note 25. The Italian migrants were not only the largest ethnic group
working in the coal mines apart from the Belgians, but also—up to 1956—the
only one protected by a bilateral migration agreement.

29Testimonies on the Belgian society's enmity and stereotypes for Italian
immigrants were published in a special feature of the newspaper Le Soir on June
18, 1996.

"Dimitras, p. 122.
31 Interviews with Greek immigrants in Belgium: A. Karapiperis, January

2, 1995; I. Koutenakis, July 6, 1995; P. Kosmidis, July 19, 1994.
32See note 25.
"See: J. Billiet, A. Carton and R. Huys, Inconnus ou malaimes? Une enquite

sociologique sur l'attitude des Beiges a regard des immigres, polygraphed study (Lou-
vain, 1990); E. Roosens, "The Multicultural Nature of Contemporary Belgian
Society: The Immigrant Community," in A. Lijphart, ed., Conflict and Coexis-
tence in Belgium: The Dynamics of a Culturally Divided Society (Berkeley, Univer-
sity of California Press, 1981), pp. 61-92; 0. De Biolley, La vie politique des
communes bruxelloises. L'arqument immigri dans les campagnes communales (1970-
1988) (L.L.N.: Academia, 1994); M. Vandemeulebroucke, "Sous le regard des
medias." For this process in the US see St. Castles and A. Davidson, Citizenship
and Migration: Globalization and the Politics of Belonging (New York: Routledge,
2000), p. 99.

"Excerpt from an interview with S. Stratidi, a Greek woman immigrant
in Belgium, December 28, 1994.

"Document 555/B/1, dated March 29, 1956, sent by the Greek embassy
in Brussels to Fedechar. Fedechar Archives, file 28/5/0 1.

38IIporcon6poG (September 1968), p.2; interview with the Most Reverend
Metropolitan of Belgium, July 12, 1994.

37Article with the title "On Marriage," by Dean Emilianos Timiadis,
included in the publication Ta Nga Mac, which was published on Easter of 1956
in Brussels. S. Kokkinos Archive.

38Until the mass settlement of immigrants, apart from the dominant
Catholic Church, the Belgian state officially recognized the Protestant and
Anglican churches and the Jewish religion. In addition to legal status and pres-
tige, the recognition of a church or doctrine had very concrete material bene-
fits: the state or municipal authorities paid the wages of religious ministers—as
well as their representatives who visited prisons, hospitals, etc.—and con-
tributed to the erection and maintenance of religious buildings. At the same
time, public schools at all levels of compulsory education were obliged to have
classes for all recognized religious doctrines alongside those of secularized
ethics.

"The publication of a Greek-language newspaper started in 1959. In 1964
the mimeographed paper was replaced with a monthly printed publication,
HportonOpoc, which was published regularly from then on.

40In 1968, according to syndicate data, 38 percent of all Greek workers
were members of the Christian syndicate. In 1967 there were about one hun-
dred Greek union militants in this syndicate; Hpoatoxf5poc (April 1967), pp. 1-
2. In the same decade the socialist syndicate also had many members, although
we do not have any figures.
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41For example, the newspaper of the Greek section of the Christian Syndi-
cate, lipoto2t6poc, frequently published articles promoting a change of chil-
drearing practices and the role of women in family life, work and society. See,
for example, IIprato7t6poc (March 1968), p.2; (May 1968), p. 2; (October 1968),
p. 2; (March 1969), p. 2; (February 1970), p.2.

42In 1947 the Belgian census counted only 1,270 Greek citizens; there was,
however, a small but unknown number of naturalized Belgians of Greek origin
and some Orthodox speakers of Greek of Turkish or other citizenships. The first
evidence of organized Greek presence in Belgium is, as far as I know, from 1900,
when the first Greek Orthodox church was founded in the port of Antwerp. A
Greek community was established in the city in 1911. A society called "Sister-
hood of Greek Ladies" was set up in Brussels in 1926, with the main aim of set-
ting up and operating a Greek Orthodox church in the city. The sisterhood's
aim was achieved in 1933, when a church was inaugurated in the Belgian cap-
ital. For more information see: V. Karamanolakis and L. Venturas, "Metaoma-
T1.01101. TCOV altivucthv 7rapouctthv Tic Awn* apeoHrig CSTOV 206 atciwa: Ot
actavaatcc aro B ✓ ro," Ta Iatopuca 14:27 (1997): 391-408, and L. Venturas,
op. cit., pp. 103-126.

43lnterview on October 21, 1994 with J. Jianneridis, responsible for the
Greek section of the Belgian Christian Syndicate from 1958 to 1980. See also
IIpattorrOpoc (January 1971), p. 2; a correspondence from Belgium in the news-
paper -E0vog (August 8, 1956), which states that many expatriates believed that
a coalminer's job was not fitting for Greeks and tried to "set themselves apart
from their breadwinner compatriots." A similar testimony can be found in a let-
ter of M. Kokkinos, organizer of Greek emigration to Belgium, to the Greek
Ministry of Labor, January 14, 1956, Feclechar Archives, file 8/6/D 3.

44Report of GCB chairman D. Dimitrakopoulos to C. Karamanlis, April 3,
1962; Greek Community of Brussels Archives (GCBA). My emphasis.

°Letter of GCB chairman D. Dimitrakopoulos to E. Flokos, Labor Attaché
of Greece in Germany, May 22, 1962, with whom they were friends. GCBA.
My emphasis.

"See documents and letters from the administrative council of the com-
munity written between 1962 and 1964 to coal mines, social security organi-
zations, consular authorities and Greek government officials; GCBA.

47lnvitation in French to the community's general assembly of December
3, 1964, with the agenda including the proposed changes in the charter articles
regarding the enrolment of new members; GCBA.

48The demographic and social information on the members of the Greek
Community of Brussels, as seen in membership records from the years 1963 and
1967, confirm the radical changes in the social composition of the community.
The information on the records allows one to form a relatively full picture of the
new members' social profile. The community was still an almost exclusively
male social arena. Eighty-five percent of the male members who had filled in
the records were laborers, and 7 percent technical and skilled workers. GCBA.

49In 1964, P. Nefeloudis, responsible for the EDA organizations in West-
ern Europe, urged local officials toward this aim and helped them draft a pro-
posal for an amendment of the community charter that would allow the
enrolment of all Greeks in Brussels; interview with D. Pahatouridis, a left-wing
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immigrant in Belgium, July 13 and 20, 1994.
5o11parrixelv Taw anotazagrow TOW aprl,p8OldW rrIc 281; NospI3piou 1965;

GCBA.
"See the newspaper H Hatpi3Oct, published by EDA for expatriate Greeks

from February 1966 until the enforcement of the dictatorship. H licapiSa (Feb-
ruary 23, 1966), pp. 3, 5 and (April 18, 1966), p. 8.

"See documents, proclamations, reports, etc., from the 1965-1974 period;
GCBA and H IhrEptSct (May 18, 1966), p. 8 and (February 6, 1967), p. 5.

"Leaflets, invitations, clippings from Belgian newspapers, final financial
reports of the administrative council, 1950-1975. Archives of the Sisterhood of
Greek Ladies and GCBA.

"Letter of GCB chairman D. Dimitrakopoulos to E. Flokos, Labor Attaché
of Greece in Germany, May 22, 1963. GCBA. My emphasis.

"On working-class and migrant associations we were inspired by the
analyses of the following: V.L. Lidtke, The Alternative Culture: Socialist Labor in
Imperial Germany (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 1985); J.
Rex, D. Joly and C. Wilpert, eds., Immigrant Associations in Europe (Aldershot,
Brookfield, Gower, 1987); G.B. Cohen, "Organizational Patterns of the Urban
Ethnic Groups," in M. Engman et al., eds., Ethnic Identity in Urban Europe (New
York: New York University Press, 1992), pp. 407-418; M.-A. Hily and M.
Poinard, "Fonctions et enjeux du mouvement associatif portugais en France,"
Revue Europeenne des Migrations Internationales 1:1 (1985): 25-35; J. Fijalkowski,
"Solidarites intra-communautaires et formations d'associations au sein de la
population etrangere d'Allemange," Revue Europienne des Migrations Interna-
tionales 10:1 (1994): 33-55; N. Green, "Juifs et Noirs aux Etats-Unis. La rup-
ture d'une 'alliance naturelle,'" Annales ESC 2 (1987): 445-464.

56G. Cohen, "Ethnic Persistence and Change: Concepts and Models for
Historical Research," Social Science Quarterly 65:4 (1984): 1029-1042; Ph.
Poutignat and J. Streiff-Fenart, Theories de 'ethniciti (Paris: PUF, 1995), pp. 144-
149; F. Anthias, Ethnicity, Class, Gender and Migration: Greek-Cypriots in Britain
(Aldershot, Brookfield, Abebury, 1992), p. 135.

"Poutignat and Streiff-Fenart, p. 179; H. Vermeulen and C. Govers, eds.,
The Anthropology of Ethnicity: Beyond "Ethnic Groups and Boundaries" (Amsterdam:
Het Spinhuis, 1994), p. 69.

Pooley, "The Role of Migration in the Development of Non-domi-
nant Ethnic Groups in Europe, 1850-1940," in Engman et al., eds., p. 359.

"A. Bastenier, L'Etat beige face a l' immigration: Les politiques sociales jusqu'en
1980 (LLN, Academia, 1992).

"S. Castles, H. Booth and T. Wallace, Here for Good: Western Europe's New
Ethnic Minorities (London and Sydney: Pluto Press, 1984), p. 164; Vermeulen
and Govers, eds., pp. 14, 30.

61 For the notions of the repositioning of boundaries of difference and the
shifting hierarchies of others, see St. Hall, "Cultural Identity and Diaspora," in
J. Rutherford, ed., Identity: Community, Culture, Difference (London, Lawrence
and Wishart, 1990), p. 227; and C.B. Brettell, "Theorizing Migration in
Anthropology," in C.B. Brettell and J.F. Hollifield, eds., Migration Theory: Talk-
ing across Disciplines (New York and London: Routledge, 2000), p.115.

"L. Venturas, Meravaatevcrri -Kat e0vo5. Muctarwattagoi MC ma-
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?Layudytritec xat its xotvcovuthg Oasts (Athens: EMNE, 1994), p. 89.
63Almost all Greek immigrants to Belgium we interviewed mentioned the

crucial role of ethnic networks in finding jobs after leaving the mines, finding
accommodation, becoming familiar with new ways to save money, manage cof-
feeshops, restaurants, grocery stores, etc. The financial value of ethnic networks
was crucial for all those who lacked the skills and knowledge valued by the host
society.

G.B. Cohen, "Organizational Patterns of the Urban Ethnic Groups," in
Engman et al., eds., pp. 407-418.
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Multicultural Determination of
the Demographic Transition Mode

by MATOULA TOMARA-SIDERIS

Abstract

In the demographic and social history of the Alexandrian
Greek community, diachronic decrease of nuptiality levels, as well
as mortality and fertility rates, reflects the process of demographic
transition.

The comparison of demographic functioning of three different
areas—Europe, Greece, Egypt—reveals that geographic proxim-
ity (of settlers/Egyptians, Greece/Egypt) does not imply affinity of
mentalities, while geographic distance between Greece and
Europe does not preclude cultural proximity and affinity, or even
identification, of mentalities.

1. Research Field and Object

This paper attempts a systematic study of emigrant Hel-
lenism's demographic and social history based on primary sources.
More specifically, by way of an example, it focuses on the Alexan-
drian community's history from the demographic and social point
of view.

Thus, the object of this publication is the historical process of
demographic development, apogee and decline of the eminent
Alexandrian community.

MATOULA TOMARA-SIDERIS is Associate Professor, Panteion University
of Athens, Department of Political Science and History.
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The period concerning this project stretches from 1843, when
the Alexandrian community was founded, to 1960, a year marked
by the grand exodus on account of the Egyptian independence
movement and the expulsion of foreigners (including Greeks)
from the country.

Annual numbers of births, marriages and deaths are presented
and analyzed. A total of 33,553 marriage certificates of the period
1868-1960, another 71,167 birth certificates of the period 1847-
1960, as well as 49,165 death certificates of the period 1870-1960
in annual records have been indexed and analyzed. These annual
series were submitted to statistical processing with the view to:

(a) On the one hand, give an account of the Greek population's
evolution in terms of its morphology and periodization.

(b) On the other hand, correlate the rates of these vital statis-
tics and bring out the demographic behavior of the Greek com-
munity of Alexandria during the whole period, from the historical
and evolutionary aspect.

Analysis of this primary data, which is derived from birth, mar-
riage and death registries kept at the Greek patriarchate in Alexan-
dria, allows for certain conclusions as to the social structure and
evolution of the community in question within the broader context
of economic, historical and geopolitical conditions in the area.

Nevertheless, historical evolution and recent demographic
collapse do not close down the life cycle of the Alexandrian Greek
community; its demographic and economic decay is not due to
endogenous contradictions or restrictions, for that matter, but
rather to exogenous factors—historical and political events that
inflicted this decay by way of extra-economic and extra-communal
force, more specifically, juridical-political and other forms of
violence. Thereupon, current efforts to reestablish the economic
vigor and the socio-demographic tissue of the community are
considered, in view of new historical conditions that arise in the
reception country as well as in the broader Mediterranean and
international environment.

2. Evolution of the Population

Table 1 shows the populational evolution of the Alexandrian
community.
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TABLE 1

Evolution of the Population of the Alexandrian Community

Year Greeks of Alexandria

1882 15,500

1897 16,000 Estimation (42% of the Greek
population in Egypt)

1907 26,259 Source AS 1910

1917 23,540 Number of families calculated in
relation to the number of their
members (-10.4%)

1927 37,106 Source AS 1927 (57.6%)

1937 36,882 Source AS 1937 (-0.6%)

1947 31,000 Encyclopedia Brittanica (-15.9%)

Total 1907-1947=18%

Alexandria, a community open to the world, has been rela-
tively responsive to developments in the economic and historical
environment. European economic infiltration into Egypt by means
of the cotton monoculture imposition increased the community's
population to 7,000 families in 1837. On account of the Crimean
War and a cholera epidemic, the population decreased to 2,850
families. When the construction of the Suez Canal began, 6,000-
7,000 Greek workers, who formed the community's proletarian
pole, were drawn to the city. The other pole consisted of those who
engaged in commerce, particularly of cotton, and financial activi-
ties. The 1907 economic crisis in Egypt, along with the First
World War and the diversion of emigration flux toward America,
reduced the community's population (1917 census). The Asia
Minor catastrophe (refugee influx) together with the port's and the
population's exceptional flourish led the community's potential to
reach its highest level (1927). The 1929 worldwide great crash and
the 1937 suppression of privileges conferred to foreigners (capitu-
lations) suspended the population growth. The afflux of refugees,
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TABLE 2

Number of Demographic Events (annual average per decade)

Period Births Marriages Deaths

1878-1887 363.5 155.3 210.9

1888-1897 565.6 227.5 414

1898-1907 989.7 409.9 576.5

1908-1917 1142.1 501.5 746.4

1918-1927 958.4 499.9 771.8

1928-1937 1002.9 420.4 644.6

1938-1947 809.5 552.3 679.2

1948-1957 687.8 410.5 674.0

army and state officers during the Second World War resulted in
an incidental demographic upturn that was short lived. The depar-
ture of circumstantial immigrants at the end of the war and the
flight of the settlers in view of the unfavorably shaping political
climate considerably reduced the community's population
(31,000 in 1947). The 1952 nationalistic-anticolonialist revolu-
tion and the politics of "Egypt to the Egyptians" irrevocably led
to the crisis and decline of the community. And it would take half
a century for the issue of its demographic reconstruction to be
posed again today in terms of practical politics.

We can distinguish three periods of the community's demo-
graphic history:

• The first period covers in particular the second half of the
nineteenth century and corresponds to the formation and rooting
process of the community, when the trading and banking element
dominates while a proletarian core is being shaped around the con-
struction of the Suez Canal.

• The second period extends from the end of the nineteenth
century to the Second World War and reflects a mature population
system, one with explicit internal dynamics and the quality of a
composed and socially stratified national minority.

• The third period, after the war, corresponds to the crisis and
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Graphic 1

BIRTHS	 El MARRIAGES I	 I DEATHS

decay of the community on account of extra-demographic, in par-
ticular political, reasons.

3. Natural Movement of the Population

Table 2 illustrates the mobile average of demographic events
(births, marriages, deaths) per decade.

Graphic 1 depicts in a normalized (mobile average per decade)
and comparative form the community's demographic functioning.

Graphic 2 records five periods in which the history of the pop-
ulation's natural movement can be subdivided.

The first period (1878-1896) corresponds to the community's
formation process. The second period (1897-1930) shows high
demographic rates and represents the community's general matu-
rity and flourish. The third period (1931-1944) corresponds to the
turbulent years of worldwide economic crisis and war. The fourth
period (1945-1960) represents the prospective beginning of a
recovery course. This is violently interrupted in 1952, in conse-
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Graphic 2

El BIRTHS	 III MARRIAGES 0 DEATHS

PERIOD

quence already in the fifth period (1953-1960), the signs of demo-
graphic crisis become manifest.

The relevant weight of endogenous developments and exo-
genous implications should be examined in greater detail. This
distinction becomes evident when statistical correlation of demo-
graphic events is studied for each period. A high correlation of this
sort obviously denotes the demographic system's solid internal
constitution, whereas the absence of such correlation indicates
exogenous disorder of demographic functioning.

To start with, we can observe (table 3) that the expected sta-
tistically significant correlation between the number of births of
year x (or during the first nine months) and the number of mar-
riages of the same year or the previous year (new marriages) or the
previous decade (existent marriages-old marriages) is for the most
part verified, suggesting the internal connection between nuptial-
ity rates and fecundity/fertility rates.

Notable exceptions are the following:
• During the peak period (1897-1930), existent marriages (of

the previous decade) are not significant, a fact that reflects the
fecundity of numerous new marriages and at the same time the
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TABLE 3

Statistical Correlation (p) of Demographic Events
Marriages of the year (x-1)

Births during 3 months Births during 9 months
of the year (x-1) +	 of the year x /

Births during 9 months	 Marriages
Period	 Marriages/Births	 of the year x	 of the previous decade

1878-1896 .001 .000 .000

1897-1930 .010 .001* .068

1931-1944 *(—).026 *(—).355 .001

1945-1952 .021 .003 *(—).012

1953-1960 .008 *.091 .001

tendency to put a check on fecundity in the context of demo-
graphic transition.

• During the turbulent year of economic crisis and war (1931-
1944), birthrates are dissociated from new marriages rates while
their correlation to old-existent marriages still stands.

• During the postwar period, birthrates and new marriages are
re-associated while the connection between birthrates and old-
existent marriages standard loosens. This expresses the postwar
optimism that will lead to what is known as baby boom.

• Finally, during the period of decline (from 1953 onwards), a
dissociation of birthrates and new marriages rates is recorded—an
indication of the crisis and decomposition of the social tissue and
the consequent pessimism.

Table 4 depicts the statistical birth-death correlation, which
indicates broader processes on account of high levels of children's,
particularly infants, mortality.

Extremely striking is the fact that, notwithstanding the sig-
nificantly high birth-death correlation during the first period of
the community's formation, subsequent dissociation of respective
rates, which is effectively expressed during the period of maturity
and flourish, emerges and is sustained in all following periods.
This dissociation does not merely indict exogenous factors (crisis,

Multicultural Determination of the Demographic Transition Mode 81



TABLE 4

Birth (B)—Death(D) Correlation

Period Correlation coefficient Linear regression

1878-1896 .005 D=0.6B+15.9

1897-1930 *.236 *D=0.1B+570.6

1931-1944 *(—).027 *D=-0.4B+1012.5

1945-1952 *.849 *D=0.03B+648.6

1953-1960 *.125 *D=0.6B+352.0

war, flight from Egypt), but also implies a deeper process—that of
demographic transition.

We should always keep in mind that demographic transition cor-
responds to the process of decrease of high fecundity-fertility per-
centages, which are detected in "old type" populations, as well as
the emergence of slower rates of demographic evolution, which are
detected in contemporary populations, particularly in western
societies.

Despite obvious difficulties and inevitably approximate esti-
mations that inescapably follow the attempt to specify marriage,
birth and death-rate levels in the specific field under examination,
available data allows for a precise estimation of those rates in
prominent successive moments of the demographic history of the
Alexandrian community. The evolution of respective percentages
in size order, regardless of any incidental variance, explicitly sig-
nifies the modification process of the demographic functioning
model, precisely towards the direction of demographic transition.

First, the diachronic decrease of nuptiality, particularly during
the 1920s and onwards, is very clear.

Second, mortality constantly and significantly decreases. In
spite of its incidental increase during the period of World War and
the abrupt major downturn in cotton exports during the period
1917-1921, its pattern of evolution is revealing: Starting with
percentages as high as 30%o, that are proper to old type popula-
tions, mortality is reduced to percentages under 15 %o in one quar-
ter of a century—a level that evinces the demographic transition.

82	 JOURNAL OF THE HELLENIC DIASPORA



TABLE 5

Evolution of Rates of Demographic Events (%o)

Period Mortality Nuptiality Fertility

1897±2 17.5 48.0 29.4

±5 19.4 49.1 31.5

1907±2 19.7 45.6 25.9

±5 19.9 51.6 26.5

1917±2 18.8 38.8 31.5

±5 17.6 39.4 34.3

1927±2 9.9 22.3 13.9

±5 10.9 21.8 14.4

1937±2 9.6 18.0 14.8

±5 9.0 21.3 14.8

1947±2 18.8 30.7 21.5

±5 18.6 26.6 22.3

Third, fertility dramatically decreases from levels that, on the
turn of the century, still vary from 45%o to 50%o (corresponding
to percentages of the Egyptian population during the first half of
twentieth century) to levels under 40%o at the beginning of the
century, and eventually, since the 1920s, to "european" levels (of
the order of 20%o, just as in France the same period).

What comes to light from Tables 6 and 7 is noteworthy.
We can observe (table 6) that the ratio "Births/Marriages,"

that stands as an indication of fertility levels, constantly and sig-
nificantly decreases in each and every period, a fact that amounts
to the modernization of the fertility model, regardless of inciden-
tal events.

On the other hand, table 7 shows that mortality patterns
are congruous to fertility patterns in regard to their reduction.
Parallel decrease of fertility and mortality levels manifests that,
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TABLE 6

Birthl Marriage Ratio 1878-1960

Period Births/Marriages

1878-1896 2.40

1897-1930 2.22

1931-1944 1.80

1945-1952 1.64

1956-1960 1.63

TABLE 7

Percentage Evolution of Demographic Events (1897 ±2 =100)

Period Nuptiality Fertility Mortality

1897±2 100.0 100.0 100.0

1907±2 112.5 95.0 88.1

1917±2 107.4 80.8 107.1

1927±2 56.6 46.5 47.3

1937±2 54.9 37.5 50.3

1947±2 107.4 64.0 73.1

although the starting point rates (1897) are those of an extremely
traditional society and a population explicitly of the old type
(Egyptian fertility level, mortality at the French level of 1815 . . .),
their evolution and subsequent demographic transition pertain to
the European model (parallel reduction) and not that of under-
developed countries (Mexico, for example), which consists in mor-
tality decrease without commensurate fertility decrease.'

To summarize: the demographic transition of the Alexandrian
Greek community took place at the beginning of the twentieth
century, the critical period being that of the 1920s. The initial
model of demographic functioning corresponds to that of the
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country of origin (Greece), notably with birthrates similar to those
of the reception country (Egypt). Nevertheless, demographic tran-
sition eventually takes place according to the model that applies
to reference countries and civilizations (Western Europe), regard-
less of the reception country (Egypt) and, all things considered, at
higher rates than the country of origin (Greece, 1925: Birthrate
26.9%o, Death-rate 15.2%o and 1930: Birthrate 31.4%o, Death-
rate 16.4%o).2

Cosmopolitan activity and culture of the Alexandrian com-
munity, then, eventually resulted in the disengagement of its
demographic and social functioning model not only from that of
the reception country, but also from the one of the country of ori-
gin, accentuating its privileged ties with the European metropo-
lises.

Notes

'Ph. Fargues, "Un siecle de tradition demographique en Afrique Mediter-
raneenne, 1885-1985," Population 2 (1986): 205-232

2V. Valaoras, "A Reconstruction of the Demographic History of Greece,"
Milbank Memorial Quarterly 38:2, 115-139
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Greece and Its 1941-1944 Banknotes
on the Web: A Critique*

by KIMON J. CONSTAS

1. Introduction

A collection of Greek banknotes appeared on the internet
recently, and the site is worth visiting. It covers the years 1914 to
the present, but there are years with missing data. For the period
1941 to 1944, the information is complete.

The purpose of this paper is to critique the banknotes through
the years 1941-1944. This is the period between the conquest of
Greece by Germany in April 1941 and the time the Greek gov-
ernment announced an exchange rate for the old drachma in
November 1944.

Interestingly, very little has been said in public about how the
Bank of Greece viewed its banknotes or the responsibility of sen-
ior officers in charge of the circulation.

On the other hand, Thirida (1984), a publication from the
employees of the Bank of Greece, displayed three banknotes and
had a few essays on the art of designing bills in Greece. Recently,
S. Tziras put on the internet a collection of Greek bills with com-
ments.

How then should the banknotes of the Second World War and
the immediate postwar period be described? What banknotes were
issued by the Central Bank of Greece? What was the frequency of
issuing banknotes? Who was in charge of the banknotes? These are
the questions discussed in the sections that follow.

KIMON J. CONSTAS is associate professor of business administration at
Fayetteville State University.
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The rest of the paper is organized as follows: section 2 presents
the sources. Section 3 surveys the economic conditions in occupied
Greece. Section 4 examines the banknotes from the point of
denomination, frequency of issuance and theme. Section 5 deals
with the bank officers who signed the banknotes. Finally, section
6 summarizes the findings.

2. Sources

The Institute of Credit for Mines published the first album of
the Greek banknotes some time in the late 1940s.' It shows the
banknotes for the period 1941 to 1944 and reports on the cost of
the war.

Most of the information about banknotes comes from two
sources: the Pylarinos Catalog and the webpage of Tziras. Pylari-
nos exhibits banknotes and shows their denomination, date and
market price.

S. Tziras provides a brief description of the banknotes for the
years 1914 to 1988. They are organized by date and denomination.
Other relevant information includes size, issuing authority and
printer's name. 2 There are three things that must be taken into
account when studying this collection—namely, the issuing
authority, the printer's name and the themes, because banknotes
issued by the Ionian islands and the Bank of Greece were mixed;
the Bank of Greece did not print any banknotes between early
1941 and 1947; and some themes were identified incorrectly.
Another point to be made about the collection is that the images
of the displayed notes are rather fair. 3

The annual report of the Bank of Greece for 1947 includes fig-
ures for each year from 1941 to 1945. It also presents some guide-
lines for accountability.

Moreover, announcements of forthcoming banknotes as well as
mandates appear in a book, entitled Aekyklii ke Diatagae.

3. Review of the Economic Conditions

In April 1941, Alexander Korizis, Metaxas' successor, com-
mitted suicide, and the Greek royal court together with the senior
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management of the Bank of Greece fled abroad. The new prime
minister, General Tsolakoglou, and his two ministers of finance, P.
Hatzimichalis and S. Gkotsamanis, became unacceptably compla-
cent to German and Italian demands to have their representatives
in the Bank of Greece. They also accepted to pay Germany and
Italy for military expenses and advances on forthcoming Axis
expenses. Moreover, they passed laws in favor of the occupying
powers.

The collaborationist governments ended serving the Axis on
October 11, 1944. A few days later, the Greek government in exile
and the prewar management of the Bank of Greece returned to
Greece.

When we turn from considering forms of collaboration to
Greek space and economy, we see the following changes: troops of
Bulgaria, Germany and Italy assumed occupation duties in three
Greek regions. As a result, trade between the lost areas and the rest
of the country was impaired and gross domestic product plum-
meted. On the other hand, Greece's obligations to Germany and
Italy were increasing. 4

The result was a large quantity of new money to satisfy the
Axis demands. Certainly, the flow of new money fueled inflation.

Unfortunately, the Bank of Greece in occupied Greece did not
take steps to protect the currency. Moreover, in 1947 the governor
of the bank, in his first annual report after the war, said preciously
little about the people in charge of circulation during those years. 5

Thus, questions of why the Bank of Greece did not dig deeper to
ferret out the truth remain unanswered.

However, if attention is centered on the features of the issued
bank notes, then matters are different. We see that the printed
bills were well designed and reflected the Greek culture. 6 A review
of the banknotes follows.

4. Bank of Greece

THE ISSUING AUTHORITY

In the first half of 1941, the Hellenic state issued coins-in-
paper because the prewar coins had been withdrawn and eventu-
ally shipped to Germany.'
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Next, the Bank of Greece issued banknotes between the sec-
ond half of 1941 and November 3, 1944. Pehlivanides Co., a major
private printing enterprise, printed the bills. 8

On the other hand, Aspiotis Elka Co., a now defunct firm,
printed the coins-in-paper.

THE FINE ART OF MAKING NOTES

The one simple comment, which can be made about Greek
banknotes of the period until early 1941 and immediately after the
occupation, is that they were printed overseas. But since the Bank
of Greece idled its printing facilities, private printing companies
were involved in the production of new banknotes.

The paper used is of low grade. The consequence of the poor
quality of the paper is that the notes' appearance is rather fair. In
addition, the bank issued currency without security features.

As mentioned earlier, the artists at the Bank of Greece pro-
duced fine designs. For instance, a detailed portrait of a Paramithia
young lady appeared on a fifty drachma note in 1943. An image of
an ancient coin was printed on the back.

As for defects, an image of the Treasury of Athens in Delphi
was printed on the back of a 1942 note but the name of the mon-
ument is not readable. Moreover, all the notes of 1944 are in two
colors and the impressions are not satisfactory.

The first series of Greek notes was issued in 1947. These notes
had three important features—perfect impressions and embedded
watermark and security thread.

FACE VALUE, DATE OF ISSUANCE AND SIZE

All the circulated banknotes are shown in table 4.1 by date of
issuance, face value and size.

Three observations should be made here. First, the size varies.
This suggests that paper, although of low quality, was scarce in
those years.

The second observation has to do with the face value. It was in
small amounts first and eventually became too large. Interestingly,
by the end of July 1944, the banknotes expressed the face value in
two to four digits and the amount in words. For instance, the front
of the ten million drachma note indicates:
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TABLE 4.1

Banknotes by Face Value, Date and Size

Face Value DateA SizeR

50 Lepta 6/18/41 5.8 x 3.6c
1 Drachma 6/18/41 6 x 3.8c

2 6/18/41 8.7 x 4.2c
5 6/18/41 8.7 x 4.0c

100 7/10/41 14 x 7
1,000 10/ 1/41 16.5 x 8.4

5,000 6/20/42 16.5 x 8.2
1,000 8/21/42 14 x 7

10,000 12/29/42 16.5 x 8.3

50 2/ 1/43 12 x 6
5,000 7/19/43 12.8 x 6

25,000 8/12/43 14.3 x 7

50,000 1/14/44 13.5 x 6.8
100,000 1/21/44 14 x 8.2
500,000 3/20/44 14 x 6.2

1,000,000 6/29/44 14 x 6.2
5,000,000 7/20/44 14 x 6.2

10,000,000 7/29/44 14 x 6.2
25,000,000 8/10/44 14 x 6.2

200,000,000 9/11/44 14 x 6.3
500,000,000 10/ 1/44 14 x 6.2

2,000,000,000 10/11/44 14 x 6.3

10,000,000,000 10/20/44 14 x 6.2D
100,000,000,000 11/ 3/44 14.5 x 7.3 D

Notes: ADate shown on the note.
RThe numbers are in centimeters.
cCoins-inpaper.
Dlssued after the war by the new administration of the bank.

Sources: Bank of Greece, Aegkiklii ke lmerisiae Diatagae for the years 1941-1944.
S. Tziras, http://www.geocities.com/colosseum4340.
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Drachmae
10
Ten Million

On the back, we see:

10
Million

Now, by placing the above statement at the center, skipping the
name of the currency, omitting words like ten and reporting
numerals incorrectly, we shall say nothing more about the bank's
creativity.

The final observation deals with edition. It appears that after
July 1943 all the issued banknotes had one edition. This is because
of little confidence in holding worthless paper money. On the
other hand, the Bank of Greece had to keep printers working
because the occupying forces were expecting payments from the
Greek government as its contribution toward the cost of occupa-
tion.9 Furthermore, the Greek government and businesses needed
banknotes for transactions. 1 °

THEMES

The following themes appeared in the bills: ancient coins (5),
friezes (3), statues (10), and a Cretan fresco (1). Other themes
included traditional Greek costumes and Byzantine art.

What is shown rather strikingly in table 4.2 is that Greek
themes were selected for the banknotes. This means maintenance
of the Greek culture in a period of occupation.

From the point of view of repetition, there is much to be said
in favor of a Syracuse coin, a nymph and a frieze depicting the
Greater Panathenaea. These themes appeared twice.

From the production viewpoint, the bank had deadlines to
meet and, as a result, it paid little attention to the need for new
designs. In other words, promptness in delivering paper money
was what mattered in those years.

Promptness in delivering banknotes explains the release of a
fifty drachma banknote in February 1943. 11 Certainly, such a bill
had a small face value and could not facilitate transactions, if used
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TABLE 4.2

Banknotes by Theme

Theme/Image Front Opposite

Statues 10 6

Alexander 1
Apollo of Olympia 1
Aristide 1
Nymph 2 Lion of Amphipolis 1

Young Athlete 1
Ephyvos of Antikythira 1
Victory of Samothraki 2
Zeus 1

Friezes 3
Greater Panathenaea 2
Panathebea with Athina 1

Temples 2

Sculpture 2

Treasury of Athens 1

Ancient Coins
Coins 5 Coins 5

Cretan Fresco 1 Cretan Column 1

Byzantine Theme 1 Greek Churches 2

Traditional Costumes 3
Other

Numerals 1 Numerals 8
Farmer 1

Edessa Water Falls 1

Total 24 24

in multiples. However, it might well be that, if the printers were
working, the bank would look quite different.

FREQUENCY OF ISSUANCE

As table 4.3 indicates, the Bank of Greece issued most of its
banknotes in 1944. During 1943 and 1942, the number of bank-
notes was three, respectively. Finally, in 1941, there were two new
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TABLE 4.3

New Issues by Year

Year
	

Number of Issues

June 1941	 (4)
Second Half 1941	 2

1942	 3

1943	 3

Jan June1944.	 4
July-Oct 1	 5

Oct-Nov 1944	 3*

Total	 24

*of which 2 were issued after Greece was liberated.

banknotes. Besides the bills outlined here, there were four coins-
in-paper.

Over the period studied, the banknotes did not represent a
commitment to protect the Greek currency. It follows that bank-
notes could be easily reproduced. The bank, therefore, failed to
stamp out counterfeit bills.

Furthermore, the absence of special marks from the notes gave
the bank the opportunity to produce bills. To put the same thing
in a different way, if technicalities are not considered and a dis-
tinctive cotton/linen paper is not used, the supply of banknotes is
unlimited.

We know these notes did not represent a commitment to pro-
tect the Greek currency.

5. The Bank Officers

SENIOR BANK OFFICERS BY TIME IN JOB

A governor, a deputy governor, directors and a general council
govern the Bank of Greece. In addition, there is a government
commissioner.
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TABLE 5.1

List of Governors and Directors by Time Served (in months)

Governors Time Directors Time

D. Santis 19 M. Pierros 28
S. Hatzikyriakos 15 A. Theodorou 12
T. Tourkovasilis 11 D. Nomikos 7
A. Papadimitriou* 1 M. Matkovides 5

P. Mavrikis 1

Notes: *As a deputy governor, he signed one banknote on March 10, 1943.
As an interim governor, he signed one banknote on October 11, 1944.

The names of governors and bank directors in charge of the
currency are given in the table 5.1. Among the governors, D. San-
tis had the longest tenure, followed by S. Hatzikyriakos, S.
Tourkovasilis, and A. Papadimitriou.' 2

Among the directors, Pierros had the longest tenure while
Mavrikis had only one month in the job. Other directors were
Nomikos, Matkovides, and Theodorou.

PROFILES

Mavrikis was a senior civil servant and joined the bank in
October 1944.

Furthermore, Nomikos served as the secretary of the general
council until April 1941, and then he became a director. The
bank ousted him after seven rather tumultuous months. He was
replaced by Hatzikyriakos.

As regards Matkovides and Theodorou, they were career bank
employees serving at regional branches before moving to Athens.

In contrast, the Axis and signed banknotes brought Pierros on
board for the last time on October 1, 1944. In September 1944 the
German troops began withdrawing from Greece. We thus have to
conclude that Pierros was either too loyal to the Axis and did not
want to run away from the country or isolated from events in rural
Greece.

Santis, a professor of public finance at the University of Thes-
saloniki, was appointed governor of the Bank of Greece after serv-
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ing as bank government commissioner. Hatzikyriakos was the last
governor after serving as bank commissioner. On the contrary,
Tourkovasilis was a politician and had a leaning toward Ger-
many. 13 As a result, Metaxas exiled him in the 1930s.

Papadimitriou was a bank director in the 1930s, served as
deputy governor during the years of occupation and headed the
bank as interim governor in early October 1944. X. Zolotas, the
first postwar governor, succeeded him.

SIGNATURES

Some notion of the type of bureaucracy involved in those years
can be gleaned from reading the names of the signing officers." In
particular,

1. The signatures of Santis, Nomikos and Pierros are read-
able, neat and delightful.

2. The signatures of Theodorou and Matkovides are nice
but not readable.

3. Papadimitriou's signature is readable and simple.
4. Hatzikyriakos' and Tourkovasilis' signatures show that

both men had little formal training in calligraphy.
5. Mavrikis wrote a mark but did not sign.

It appears that Mavrikis had no time for official tasks com-
pared to Theodorou and Matkovides, who spent too much time on
engraving their names on metal plates. In contrast, Papadimitriou,
a busy administrator, signed his name as expected.

OTHER OBSERVATIONS

From reading the Aekyklii Diatagae,we see that Hatzikyriakos
and Tourkovasilis ordered bank employees to abstain from acts
that would displease the Axis powers. 1 5 Clearly, the two governors
spent their time managing rather than leading the bank.

As already mentioned, two directors spent their time drawing
their signatures for posterity. Similarly, Hatzikyriakos in one of his
mandates signed as "Hatzi-Kyriakos" although the hyphen is not
required. Did Hatzikyriakos want to look different or was his
knowledge of the Greek language limited? By the way, one of the
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meanings of the word hatzis is "naive," but the governor eventu-
ally dropped the hyphen from his name. 16 Again, the bank officers
spent little time on planning.

6. Conclusions

The findings may be summarized as follows:
1. The artists at the bank designed very good bills.
2. The designs were based on Greek themes and environment,

preserving the Greek culture during the occupation years.
3. The bank officers in charge of the supply of banknotes:
(a) did not guard against counterfeiters;
(b) did not use watermarks and/or security thread features,

thus making the supply of money terribly elastic;
(c) were responsible for actions that fueled inflation;
(d) acted as "kalamarades" rather than proactive managers.

Notes

*I am grateful for comments from Dr. H. Gholami and Miss G. Hargrove.
I acknowledge library assistance from the Bank of Greece.

'The publisher's name and the date of the publication are not shown. The
document was probably released in the late 1940s.

2The Bank of Greece had its printing facilities idled in early 1941.
3Tziras' own pieces are not in good condition and, therefore, all the features

of the banknotes can not be obtained. Banknotes owned by this author helped
partially to remedy this difficulty.

4Greece paid 30 billion drachmas in 1941; in August 1943, the accumu-
lated payments amounted to 650 billion drachmas. Sbarounis, p. 212. Also,
Karkanis, p. 94 and Freris, pp. 124-130.

5Bank of Greece, Apologismos, p. 30.
6Thyrida #B has several short essays on the fine art of making money in

Greece.
71n the trial of the collaborators, the prosecutor stated that the Germans

shipped by train some twenty million kilograms of coins. Karkanis, p. 95.
8According to Mr. Yannis Tarzis, an old wise man and the only surviving

seller of used books on Asklipiou Street, Pehlivanides Co. printed the banknotes
from 1941 to 1947.

Immediately after the interview with Mr. Tarzis in late July 2000, I had
the opportunity to interview one of the grandchildren of the Pehlivanides fam-
ily, the owner of the Atlantis bookstore. He admitted that the family printed
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banknotes during 1941-1944 but he did not know whether there were also
other private printers working for the Bank of Greece. Three months later, he
stated in a letter that Pehlivanides did print banknotes for the bank but in late
1944. Our conclusion is that on the very limited evidence presented here, Pehli-
vanides and some other companies printed the notes.

By the way, the Pehlivanides building on Korai Street was demolished in
the late 1980s.

9Payments for the war and credits. Apologismos, p. 27.
1 °Venezis, p. 368.
"It should be noted that the fifty drachma note was signed on February 1,

1943. In contrast, notes prior to or after that date are in much larger amounts
(table 4.1). Thus, the decision to issue such a note makes no sense.

"For the Bank of Greece, the governor, the director of circulation and a sec-
ond senior director sign banknotes.

Tenure was estimated as the time span between signing banknotes for the
first time and the last time. Pierros, for instance, signed on June 20,1942 and
October 1, 1944, or about twenty-eight months.

13Karkanis, p. 392
"Miss Argyro Xenou, a Bank of Greece employee, helped me in decoding

the officers' names.
I 5Tourkovasilis: Order no.47, 4-31-43; Hatzikyriakos: Order no. 6, 11-1-

43.
L 6Hatzikyriakos, Order no. 145, 12-11-53.
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POETRY



Listen, Odysseus
by RICHARD O'CONNELL

Ithaka has given you the voyage.

—Cavafy

Listen, Odysseus, isn't it the sea
you hear tonight roar in your blood? The sound
is vast, yes, more enormous than the surf
filling your room above the dizzying cliffs.
Fumed in the heavy wine of love she sleeps
serenely dark, secure in her deep skin:
your devious, ever-weaving wife who kept
the suitors fat for slaughter in your hall.
The end seems over: you have royally won
your recognition. Ithaka is yours
and you are Ithaka's. Or are you? Still
the surge swells strong within you; still your brain
reels drunken with the memories of storms,
unable to find rest. Still you keep watch,
sailor, turned seaward towards the sleepless Bear.

Collections of RICHARD O'CONNELL's poetry include RetroWorlds, Voyages
and The Bright Tower, published by the University of Salzburg. His
poems have appeared in The New Yorker, The Atlantic Monthly, National
Review, Quarterly Review of Literature, etc.
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You never could quite trust the arrant gods
with your lean craft. You always found a way
to master circumstance with a fast grasp
of what lay close at hand. The clearest course
was ever best and kept your cunning hid.
Nothing could snarl your luck for long: so you
broke the blonde charm of Circe's curious flesh
and left Calypso of the shining hair
in her ingenious cave beside the waves
distraught; not even she a goddess born
could quell you to the shuttle and the loom
and the enticing couch-0 odious one!
Still there's that smack of hatred in your name;
for odious to yourself you have become
bound by this final fascination: home.

What does it hold for you—this Ithaka-
this isle of crumbling rock destroyed in spray
each day less real? A phantom of a coast,
it looms fictitious country now. You have
become too many men, too thronged with ghosts,
too various, too nautical, too Greek;
too fraught with strange magnificence; too fierce
with appetite to stop for the first feast
along the way; too bright from foam to sit
in sedentary exile. You have felt
eternal renaissance in the sting of spray
and chafe of oar; eternal plenitude
of power in the raw wear of wind and wave;
eternal joy in the sheer plunge of noon.
And heard in the rough surge, eternal song.

104	 JOURNAL OF THE HELLENIC DIASPORA



Immortal in your music and your strength,
well might you pierce the sirens to their rock
with your enchantment, scudding if you chose
their inscrutable dark coast of sound again.
Or stringing back your great, man-killing bow
blind roaring Polyphemus wide awake;
and see old green-beard fuming white with rage
enduring once again your lucky sail.
Well might you reenact these deeds and add
fresh luster and more marvellous exploits.
But you could never gloss your hard-fought page
with epilogue; and you have always won
by staying more awake than other men
to possibility: the sea of shapes
within you: those dark trophies of your brain.

No oceanic invocation now;
no outward gesture under the wide stars.
But now the inward reckoning, the tack
of courage reconcilable with choice
among the wrecking ambiguities,
sharp griefs and landfalls fragrant with delight.
On the supreme adventure, sailor, now
in search of nothing less than your stark self,
bearded and bronzed, the way a god should look:
all luminous and Greek. This is the quest
that calls you, crying past the final cape
from sails too bright for anything but joy.
And this alone is voyage, this alone
is life: the swelling tide you take tonight
toward the true Ithaka each man must seek.
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Book Reviews

CHRIS P. IOANNIDES, Realpolitik in the Eastern Mediterranean: From Kissinger and
the Cyprus Crisis to Carter and the Lifting of the Turkish Arms Embargo. New
York: Pella, 2001. 523 pp. $30.00.

Morality versus power has been a persistent dilemma in US foreign policy.
While Washington usually couches its rhetoric in morality, it almost always
seems eager to pursue policies that support the national interest. In a fascinat-
ing exposition of this seemingly irreconcilable trade-off, Ioannides aims to
recount and explain the events that led to the repeal of the American arms
embargo on Turkey in 1978. This is an important endeavor because of the lack
of attention to the issue on the part of scholars and on the part of administra-
tion officials. Few administration officials, President Carter prominent among
them, actually mention the events and the effort undertaken to repeal the
embargo. It is as if the Turkish invasion of Cyprus, which led to the imposition
of the embargo, was unimportant or irrelevant only a few years after it took place
in 1974. But, as the saying goes, "those who forget history are destined to repeat
it." Ioannides helps us to not forget.

This is a story of cynicism, deception and raw power. Putting the blame
squarely on President Carter, he argues that Carter reneged on his campaign
promise to maintain the embargo for two reasons. First, the president was intent
on reasserting presidential authority over foreign policy following the disas-
trous effects of Watergate. In fact, the embargo was imposed a few months after
Nixon's resignation in a general flurry of empowering congressional legislation.
Disgust with Nixon's policies and secrecy and the general dislike of the war in
Vietnam, which many in Congress blamed on blatant presidential adventurism,
contributed to blocking the sale of arms to a NATO ally, for the first time in
postwar history, over the objections of the executive and the Pentagon. Carter
saw this as an encroachment on presidential prerogative and worked diligently
to reverse the situation.

Second, the increasing Soviet threat following the early years of detente in
the 1970s precipitated a change in attitude among congressional leaders. Con-
tainment of the Soviets was of paramount importance. As Carter explained to
several of them, the possibility of Turkey being neutralized, or even allying with
the Soviets, as some preposterously put it, would reduce the effectiveness of
NATO's southern flank. Therefore, Greek interests or the morality of punish-
ing Turkey as the aggressor and violator of US law had to be sacrificed on the
altar of the national interest, i.e., containment of the Soviets with Turkey's help.

How could the Greek American lobby allow this to happen? Wasn't it after
all omnipotent, second in influence only to the Jewish lobby? Well, the sad
truth is that Americans of Greek descent really didn't have that much power.
The imposition of the arms embargo was a fortuitous combination of several fac-
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tors—violation of US law by Turkey, increasing assertion of congressional
power, the preoccupation of the executive branch with the possible impeach-
ment of President Nixon and, yes, the power and outrage of Greek Americans
and other Americans who were disgusted with the blatant brutality of Turkish
policy. Several commentators, including Paul Henze, National Security Advi-
sor Zbignew Brzezinski's adviser on Greek-Turkish affairs at the time, decried
the Greek Americans as suffering from "collective neurosis." He was of course
dead wrong and highly biased since many in Congress and the country as a
whole obviously did not share his diagnosis or his self–proclaimed expertise in
psychiatry. The key point, however, was that this was a prelude to the mind set
of the advisers to President Carter and his eventual policies. The Greek Amer-
ican community was able to muster support and votes, for the first time in its
history in the United States, to steer American policy toward what Washington
professed to follow: moral, democratic principles. But the Greek Americans did
not control Congress, they simply exploited an opportune confluence of factors.
Once the political winds changed, the "legendary" power of the community dis-
sipated.

Ultimately, what makes this book a must read for those interested in US
foreign policy, and who are not just bitter about Washington's lack of true inter-
est in helping to resolve the crisis in Cyprus, are the lessons in power politics
on two levels: the international one, where policy seeks to accommodate allies
and pursue American interests, and the domestic one, where Congress battles
the executive for primacy and control. While Ioannides discusses all these
points, they are unfortunately lost in the vast detail of the book, scattered
among all sorts of important and less-important trivia What he should have
done is include a concluding chapter outlining what worked and what didn't,
and what important lessons the rest of us should draw about how foreign pol-
icy is made in Washington. In the final analysis, we are less interested in Carter's
presidency in and of itself, and more in drawing lessons that can be applied
today. Such an endeavor would have enriched the project, making it even more
valuable to those interested in foreign affairs, but with no substantive knowl-
edge or interest in Cypriot affairs.

Let me sketch some of those lessons as I draw them from this work. First,
don't abandon leverage and instead rely on the good will of foreign leaders to
do the "right thing." President Carter was misinformed or naive to think that
once the embargo was lifted, Turkey would be inclined to offer concessions to
rectify the wrong it had committed. The Turks were firmly entrenched in
Cyprus, busy altering the demographic and political situation on the ground
with the importation of settlers from Anatolia and the integration of Cyprus in
their strategic defense plans. This meant that left to their own devices, they had
incentives to let the status quo stand. If the American intent was to revise the
status quo, then obviously leverage was important. Repealing the embargo was
a serious mistake and the absolutely wrong strategy to pursue.

Second, deception, persuasion and symbolism are part and parcel of poli-
tics in Washington. Carter dressed his strong desire to repeal the embargo in
his image of defender of human rights around the globe. While one cannot deny
that human rights and morality did play a role in all his decisions, at the time
and since then, it is quite clear that he used his reputation to deceive friends and
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foes that he could be trusted to do the right thing. The right thing was, accord-
ing to official US policy, to certify (or not) that Turkey was progressing in dem-
ocratic principles and acting in good faith to resolve the crisis. By 1978,
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance certified that Turkey was "a major democracy
with a robust parliamentary system" (329). Even to the casual observer, this was
a blatant misrepresentation of the truth, commonly referred to as a lie, when
taking into account the fact that Turkey was in the midst of a societal melt-
down, with political assassinations a common daily occurrence. No wonder that
three years later, the generals intervened to save Turkey from the brink of col-
lapse. This is not the first time that US officials misrepresented facts in favor of
fiction for political expediency and "the national interest." In 1982, then Vice
President Bush praised the Philippines as a bastion of democracy. Four years
later, the much hated dictator Marcos was deposed, with American acquies-
cence.

The omnipotent Greek lobby turned out to be less than was imagined.
Greek leaders were described as trusting of Carter and his assurances that he
would do the right thing. Particularly revealing were the contacts with several
prominent leaders in Washington, a frequent ritual by the Department of State
now afforded to several other ethnic groups. Greek American leaders were trust-
ing of the president and complained of deception. They shouldn't have been.
The way to the White House was paved with good intentions, but ultimately
what gave the community influence was the ability to muster votes. That's what
gave them power in Congress then and that's what may do so in the future.

Beware of symbolic politics. The creation of commissions, special envoys
and certifications as safety valves for righting wrongs absolutely does not work.
One of the major reasons that led to the repeal of the embargo was that Carter
would report to Congress every sixty days on progress, thus giving ample oppor-
tunity and ammunition to congressional leaders to oppose the embargo, should
the need arise. Nothing could be further from the truth, as things later proved.
The certification process has turned out to be a major ritual, more designed to
pacify observers and opponents than to have any substantive effect on policy.
The State Department routinely classifies Turkey as a major violator of human
rights, yet the same department continues to maintain the closest contacts with
the same people they decry.

Third, attention is ephemeral, so strike while the iron is hot. Interestingly,
several key politicians never challenged the morality of the issue, that is, the
embargo was imposed because a wrong had been committed. Rather they
explained that if things continued to deteriorate after the repeal of the embargo,
they would be the first to argue for its reimposition. But things changed. Other
issues became prominent as Iran fell to the revolutionary Islamists, oil prices
skyrocketed and Nicaragua fell to the socialist Sandinistas. All of a sudden
Cyprus faded from the headlines. Was it because things had improved? No, sim-
ply other things became more important. Hence any desire or pressure that may
have been exerted on politicians could not be effectively launched because pub-
lic opinion was not interested. Cyprus was but a distant memory. Arguments
such as "don't worry, we'll intervene if things get worse" are absolutely devoid
of any substance not just for lack of sincerity, though this may well be the case,
but for lack of attention.
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Ioannides has done us all a service with this magisterial work. Morality is
important as a guide to foreign policy, but ultimately power politics, or realpoli-
tik as he calls it, carries the day. He shows that many liberals may talk the talk
but they don't always walk the walk. Interestingly, it was Carter, the defender
of human rights, and Senator McGovern, the archliberal, who led the fight to
repeal the embargo. Though their commitment to the cause may not be ques-
tioned, their actions show that principles come after and not before interests.
Perhaps the most important lesson that all readers can draw from this sad affair
is that one can only counter power with power. Morality is important but sec-
ondary. To put this lesson in today's terms, fighting terrorism with preponder-
ant power is important and will do the job. But let's not be deceived that
committing a wrong, such as killing innocent people or curtailing civil liber-
ties at home, will actually serve for the "national interest."

—Nikolaos Zahariadis
University of Alabama at Birmingham

THANASSIS VALTINOS, Deep Blue Almost Black: Selected Fiction. Translated from
the Greek by Jane Assimakopoulos and Stavros Deligeorgis. Evanston,
Illinois: Northwestern University Press, 1999. xii + 116 pp. $15.95.

THANASSIS VALTINOS, Data from the Decade of the Sixties. Translated from the
Greek by Jane Assimakopoulos and Stavros Deligeorgis. Evanston, Illinois:
Northwestern University Press, 2000. xv + 307 pp. $19.95.

The publication of two works by one of Greece's most important living
prose writers in English translation, and in affordable paperbacks at that, is a
rare treat. The first, originally published only in hardback in 1997, provides a
small sampling from Thanassis Valtinos's provocative oeuvre. Twelve stories
written from 1960 to 1991, some appearing in literary journals and others for
the first time in Greek in a collection titled You Will Find my Bones Under Rain
(1992), are presented alongside a novella, Deep Blue Almost Black (1985). The
English collection's compilation of the two takes the title of the former. North-
western University Press has republished this work now in paperback, and has
proceeded to publish one further Valtinos work: his novel, Data from the Decade
of the Sixties (1989).

More so than any of his peers, Thanassis Valtinos has probed the capacities
of the short story and novella in ways that defy easy characterization. For almost
forty years, he has wrestled with questions of form and expression in his prose.
He emerged on the literary scene with Descent of the Nine in 1963. Set at the end
of Greece's Civil War, the work follows nine weary, defeated communist fight-
ers through a devastated, parched landscape that recalls Camus's plagued Oran
and the Underworld of Greek folksongs. In this harsh waste land, the band
makes its despondent way from the Parnon mountains to the sea in search of
quenching a thirst both metaphysical and real. The work captured a wretched
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moment in Greek history long before other creative prose had risen to the chal-
lenge, and it did so elegiacally and poetically. A more recent controversial work
of his, Orthokosta (1994), was also ahead of its time. It caused a furor among some
prominent leftists in Greece when Valtinos, a longtime leftist himself, climbed
into the fictional skin and bones of rightists from his native Kinouria. In their
words, he brought to life the communists' wartime burning of a village in the
Peloponnese and their execution of non-combatants in the monastery of
Orthokosta. Frantically, outraged critics sought to root out the "real" Valtinos
behind the forty-seven first-person accounts presented in this novel.

That Valtinos is always difficult to locate. In the tales from You Will Find
my Bones Under Rain, too, Valtinos is like the absent father whom the two young
children set out to find in Valtinos's screenplay for Landscape in the Mist, a film
by his celebrated director and compatriot Theo Angelopoulos. Father of his
text's many voices, Valtinos is ever the driving force behind the quest, but
always hidden from view. Whether it is in the reflective stream of consciousness
monologue of an elderly Athenian woman of "Deep Blue Almost Black," or the
woman who rues not responding to a man's sexual proposition while her hus-
band is interned during the dictatorship in "Autumn Storm," his characters
achieve depth through descriptive concision. He ranges from Civil War to dic-
tatorship to tales of emigration on the backs of ordinary folks. And his writing
moves imperceptibly from bald statement to ironic juxtaposition to over-
whelming emotion in rapid succession. Even in the matter-of-fact exposition of
the details of one Panayotis's entire life in a three-page story, Valtinos's manip-
ulation of tone against stark contrasts succeeds in conveying a single life's banal-
ity and tragedy, its inconsequentiality and universality. Panayotis's death is as
portentous as it is frivolous. A once decorated soldier, he dies by drowning in
four inches of water. Quite literally, as one Greek proverb goes, he is able to
drown himself in a spoonful of water, silly noble fool that he is.

And if Valtinos's short staccato lines seem Hemingwayesque, a restrained
emotion beneath the surface betrays a warm humanity. Perhaps his frequent
biblical overtones are a sign of a godless Christian lurking beneath. For in cal-
culated and economical detail, Valtinos searches for brief yet poignant
moments, unremarkable epiphanies. In "Takis and Panayota," the narrator
hooks up with a couple who emigrated from Greece to Australia thirty-two
years earlier. Riding along in their car in the present, the narrator considers the
space that has opened up between him and them, and between the couple he
knew as Takis and Panayota and the "Peter and Pat" that they have become all
these years away from "home." Elsewhere, in "Peppers in a Flowerpot," a chief
interrogator's avowal to his victim of his love for peppers, and the birthplace
that they evoke, draws the two men uneasily together by way of Seferis and
Plato. Literature's ability to draw on and extol a common humanity is here a
mixed blessing, a savage irony.

In the short story that carries the volume's title, "You Will Find My Bones
Under Rain," a childless couple finally act on their vow to build a chapel to
house their family members' remains and happen upon someone else's bones in
the process. Fleet-footed rumor and the villagers' wishes conspire to assign
saintliness to the said bones, and it is not long before the believers seek the
saint's intercession. The female protagonist considers requesting a child, but
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does not dare for fear of appearing indecent to the saint. "She snuffed out her
desire," we are told; just as her husband, in the closing scene, holds back a halt-
ing and tender advance toward his somnolent wife:

While he was out, his wife boiled some water in order to remove the
down from the slain rooster, and as she was dipping it into the boil-
ing water she remembered that it was their wedding anniversary that
day. They had been married for eighteen years. They were already mid-
dle-aged. She was forty-three and her husband fifty-four.

That night, in bed, Demosthenes Keramaris reached out his hand
to caress her, but for several reasons, only one being that it was a hol-
iday eve, she did not respond. Demosthenes Keramaris soon fell off to
sleep and did not persist.

Valtinos's prose is spare; he is not alone among contemporary Greek writ-
ers. Other male prose writers, short story writers like Sotiris Demetriou, share
this feature. And a resistance to metaphor is a feature common to many leftists,
particularly poets of the first post-war generations, most notably Anagnostakis
and Alexandrou. Greek leftists of Valtinos's generation share a deep suspicion
of metaphor, bluster, and wordiness. The Greek dictators' penchant for
metaphors in the period between 1967 and 1974—memorably ridiculed in the
opening scene of Costa-Gavras's political thriller Z—had taken its toll. The dic-
tator Papadopoulos depicted Greece as a patient in a plaster cast. Valtinos's
ruthless extended metaphor "The Plaster Cast," narrated from the perspective
of the actual patient, is one of the best-known short prose pieces in Greece. Hav-
ing first appeared during the dictatorship in a bold monograph titled—with not
a hint of metaphor—Eighteen Texts in 1970, it reappears here having lost none
of its devastating effect.

It is a piece for its time that whets the appetite for the second book, Data
from the Decade of the Sixties. This novel reproduces the era of the title through
newspaper articles, advertisements, letters to a radio show, formal letters to the
Emigration Department. Deeply felt aspirations and dreams are penned in the
unsteady hand of common folk trying to tame a purist form of Greek. Their
strained attempts at packaging their pain in formality and impersonality will
win for them—they sincerely hope—a new life as Gasterbeiters in Germany.
Elsewhere, in one of a series of letters to an advice column, a young woman from
the country opens her letter thus: "My dear Mrs. Mina, Good day. I am a terri-
bly desperate woman" (143). Valtinos's fabrication of much of his data, the fic-
tion of his real documents (and the reality of their fiction), elicits a consciousness
of textuality, its very materiality, that few can match. Social, political, and cul-
tural strata of meaning and experience collide and tussle on each page, often in
each sentence; lives are lived and ruined in the surfaces, registers, and tones of
words and phrases. These constitute the stoicheia, the "elements," of a frag-
mented narrative. Like the forty-seven first-person accounts that make up his
more recent Orthokosta, however, the reader's role in piecing together and grant-
ing coherence to that which defies, and perhaps should not presume, coherence
amounts to a metacritical exercise of greater and greater self-consciousness.

As a consequence, Data from the Decade of the Sixties is a challenging work,

114	 JOURNAL OF THE HELLENIC DIASPORA



Not the most obvious work to be translated into English for market reasons. It
is to Northwestern University Press's credit that they have decided to go ahead
with the publication of this, a second work, of an important foreign author,
despite—or even because of—these challenges. Jane Assimakopoulos and
Stavros Deligeorgis, co-translators of both books, do a commendable job in cap-
turing this master's virtuoso struggle with form and voice. Their prose in the
short stories is sensitive to the pace, rhythm, and silences of the original; their
solutions to the problems posed by the many incarnations of the sixties are noth-
ing short of heroic.

Valtinos pulls no punches. When he throws his punches, he does so with
precision, coordination, and disguised power. Some prepare the way, others
bludgeon their way in. Inevitably, they land in the pit of the stomach and
weaken the knees.

—Vangelis Calotychos
New York University

PAN BOUYOUCAS, A Father's Revenge. Translated from the French by George
Tombs and Daniel Sloate. Toronto, Buffalo, Lancaster (UK): Guernica Edi-
tions, 2001. 238 pp. $15.00.

Since the 1970s Pan Bouyoucas, who writes both in French and English,
has established his reputation in Quebec as a novelist, playwright, theater critic
and translator. Among his plays, several of which have been commercial suc-
cesses in Canada, are those that deal with conflict within Greek immigrant fam-
ilies, such as Divided We Stand (1995) and Le Cerf-volant (The Paper-Eagle)
(2000). Following along in the same vein is his fourth novel, A Father's Revenge
(1997), a finalist for the Quebec Academy of Letters' Ringuet Prize, which has
recently been translated from French into English.

Primarily a crime novel, it begins on New Year's eve in 1995, a month after
the historic second Quebec referendum, at a family party in the home of Yan-
nis Fokas, a Greek immigrant pastry store owner, who originally hails from
Sparta. Fokas is informed by the police that his eldest daughter, Elena, has been
violently attacked in a bar parking lot. From that point, the evolving story alter-
nates between the narrative consciousness of Fokas and that of Georges Soucy,
the Quebecois detective assigned to the case, both of whom embark on parallel
quests to exact justice for the crime;

The narrative proposes several theories as to who may be responsible for the
attack and the reason lying behind it, including the belief that the slashing is
politically motivated—the subtext of which is framed within the marked ten-
sions between Greeks and Quebecois resulting from Quebec's contemporary
local identity politics. As such, the novel reveals the unique character of Que-
bec nationalism by highlighting its linguistic, ethnic and civic dimensions, par-
ticularly in the immediate aftermath of the 1995 referendum. Like the first one
held in 1980, the referendum posited the question as to whether the people of
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Quebec would vote for independence from the rest of Canada and advance
toward the establishment of an autonomous society. Drawing on polarizations,
formed along ethnic and linguistic lines, the novel delineates a vast political
divide between the "Quebecois de souche," i.e., the "Quebeckers of old French
stock," who opt for Quebec separatism, and the "foreigners," i.e., the Greek
"immigrants," who prefer Canadian federalism (107).

Bouyoucas' novel addresses how Quebec nationalist thought vies with other
"ethnic" Canadian subject positions on the issues of nationhood, entitlement and
belonging. Varying claims to "la patrie" that have surfaced in the public sphere
have destabilized and even questioned the term's applicability to the case of Que-
bec as well as that of other coterminous designations such as "nation" and "state"
that conventionally have been identified with the imagining of modern collective
national identity (see E. Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Pro-
gramme. Myth, Reality [Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990), p. 181).
Yet the novel draws on how these divisions, dominant as they are in popular con-
sciousness, have been particularly exacerbated by the political turmoil wrought
by the recent referendum, especially between the "federalists" and the "sepa-
ratists," as it refers to them. Several references are made, for example, to the acri-
mony of the "separatists," who, having lost by a very slim margin to the "No" side,
blamed the defeat of the cause for independence on the "ethnic" vote (8, 107).

But rather than perpetuate overriding stereotypes of "federalists" and "sep-
aratists," or of "Greeks" and "Quebecois," the novel also points to paradoxical
positions that challenge these broad ethno-linguistic divides, such as those that
represent contested claims to "homeland" and to "national" citizenry provoked
by the referendum, as conveyed in a quarrel between Fokas' younger daughter,
Anna, a second-generation Greek-Canadian born in Quebec, and her Quebecois
neighbor, Francois Pinard. A nationalist who secretly plans to vote "No," Pinard
chides Anna for voting "Yes" in the referendum, betraying what he regards as
the "ethnic" mandate. Anna argues her intent, in turn, on the grounds of com-
mon birthright and cultural literacy; at the same time, however, she retorts with
the reasons why "the majority of 'immigrants' " will not support the separatist
cause, indicating the degree to which ethnics feel excluded from the projected
vision of Quebec society:

"You have to vote No!" cried Pinard. "You're an immigrant! All immi-
grants are voting No!" The girl had turned red . . . and said: "You've
known me since I was nine years old. You know I was born here and I
speak French as well as you do. You're calling me an 'immigrant'?"

"You know what I mean."
"No, what could you mean, except that you'll always think I'm a

foreigner because of my name! That's why a majority of 'immigrants'
are going to vote No. Nobody ever tells them that they aren't Cana-
dian. People like you keep reminding them they're not Quebecois.
They want to live in a country where nobody will ever tell them they
aren't at home." (102)

Among these stances are also those held by others who choose to leave Que-
bec because of the divisiveness that has been generated by these struggles. At
the end of the novel, Fokas' son, Paul, is bound for "New York or Los Angeles
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. . . fed up with all these stories of separatists and federalists" (235), signaling
the numerous Greek migrants and their Quebec-born children who have left the
province within the last few decades and continue the cycle of alienation and
displacement that have marked their family histories.

Within the gradual emergence of literature published by authors of Hel-
lenic origin in Canada, Bouyoucas' example stands out in terms of its impres-
sive literary output and its attainment of both national and international
recognition. Not limited merely to the Greek-Canadian experience, his work
offers further reflection on diasporic subject positions and on the viability of
Canadian multiculturalism as policy and ideology. But in the specific case of
Greeks and Quebecois, Bouyoucas' novel and his aforementioned plays present
charged themes that have been hitherto undealt with in literature: the relative
insularity of these respective communities in relation to each other and the
potential to explore their commonalities. His work paves the way for literature
as an ideological space in which to analyze not only the parameters of Greek-
Quebecois border relations, but also to facilitate crossing the road, perhaps,
toward their amelioration.

—Martha Klironomos
San Francisco State University

JAMES C. SIOTAS, Siatista Macedonia, The Spirit of Hellenism. Raleigh, North Car-
olina: Pentland Press, Inc., 2000. Paperback, 201 pp.

Part of the rich texture of Greece has always been its great diversity under
the umbrella of Hellenism. Since antiquity, Greeks have looked to their special
areas of origin as a source of pride and strength. Athens. Sparta. Thebes. The
very names ring down through history. And beyond regional pride, people iden-
tify even more closely with their specific community or village. At this time,
when golden arches and globalization threaten unique and idiosyncratic cul-
tures, histories and studies of specific areas are particularly relevant.

James C. Siotas, author of the earlier Siatista, Macedonia and Our Ancestors,
has followed up that work with the new Siatista Macedonia, The Spirit of Hel-
lenism, a valuable addition to a growing body of literature that affords in-depth
looks at particular communities and societies. Siotas, who grew up in Elmira,
New York, but who spent his early years in Siatista, later returned to Greece to
rediscover and study his hometown of origin. His book offers a unique interplay
of scholarly investigation and personal reminiscences.

For Siatistians, as for New York apartment dwellers, one could say that
"location, location and location" proved crucial. Located in far northwestern
Macedonia, tucked into the folds of the Mount Siniatsikon range, Siatista dates
its founding back to the fourteenth century, when low-country Greeks retreated
to the hills to escape the ever-encroaching Ottoman empire. Both by necessity
and by location, Siatistians were ideally placed to move into trading. Selling furs
and other local products, they would become well known in medieval Europe,
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particularly in Vienna and Venice. Even in the twentieth century, as author Sio-
tas recalls, his own father worked in Paris, making a living for his family, and
this was the custom of Siatistians going back for centuries. The result: a wealthy,
well-educated and unusual society in all ways, held together by a firm if absent
patriarchy, and almost unbreakable "rules." Siatistians were able to accommo-
date themselves to the country in which they were living or trading.

"Upper Macedonians were obedient to the local laws and customs of their
adopted countries. Their devotion to their trade benefited the communities they
lived in and their birthplaces. They all sent tremendous sums of money to
Siatista to marry off their daughters and sisters. The approximately thirty tra-
ditional mansions existing today in Siatista are proof of their allegiance," Siotas
writes.

"W.M. Leake wrote in his book Travels in Northern Greece in 1805, 'Almost
every family in Siatista has one of its members residing as a merchant in Italy,
Hungary, Austria or other parts of Germany. Very few of the elders did not
spend ten or twelve years of their lives in one of these countries. German is of
course very generally spoken and Italian almost as much. Nowadays Siatistians
are dispersed in all European countries, Russia, American and Australia. Their
annual pilgrimage to Siatista renews their spirit of Hellenism.' "

Educated Siatistians living abroad proved achievers in many fields, includ-
ing science, medicine, and writing. In 1790, two brothers, Poulios and George
Poulios, living in Vienna, published the first Greek language daily newspaper
ever, Efemeris. In 1782, there were so many Siatistians living in Vienna that
Vienna's Imperial War Council directed the city to institute incentives to attract
German craftsmen and entrepreneurs. Nevertheless, the Greeks were accepted
and later many of them were even given titles, with a "von" interjected between
a Greek first and last name.

Because of their wealth and their need to protect their families, many
Siatistians built imposing and splendid mansions at home that also acted as
fortresses. Most of the houses were stone, the windows protected by iron bars,
and with high walls around the courtyards. The elaborate defense system incor-
porated into these homes included secretly covered underground canals and pas-
sageways. "Solid, defense-oriented construction greatly contributed to Siatista's
protection. The structure was, and still is, impressive and imposing. Its artistic
decor and beauty are immediately noticeable. Efficiency is attained through two
distinct horizontal levels."

The second floors of these homes, splendidly painted and decorated, were
used for reception areas and for guests. In foreign lands Siatistians struggled to
keep their Hellenism alive by establishing Greek schools and publishing Greek
literature; at home they often painted "scenes of faraway cities where they had
lived on the walls of their mansions, expressing the owners' own feelings and
experiences with scenery of Venice, Constantinople and European cities, as well
as mythological scenes from classical Greece. Poetic expressions of love were
written on walls and windows."

The author has consulted many sources for his work, and wherever possi-
ble documents names, people, and their accomplishments and place in the
Siatistian history. Names abound in this study, as do brief histories, and one that
bears relating includes that of George Karajan, who came to Vienna and was
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given the title of baron by Frederick Augustus of Saxony. He married Pirestera
(Pigeon) Economou from Siatista, but in 1799 his wife died. After the three-
year mourning period von Karajan, 59, married Zoe Dommandou, 18, from
Constantinople. The two had seven children in seven years, and one year later
separated and divorced. Two years later, at age 70, von Karajan died, but one of
his descendants, Herbert von Karajan, would become the world-renowned
director of Vienna's Philharmonic orchestra.

According to Siotas, the Siatistians are notable for their love of reveling as
well as their enterprise. Their three-day celebration of Christmas begins on
December 23, with huge bonfires around a seven- or eight-foot wooden pole
accompanied by bell-ringing, singing and dancing. The clergy generally steer
clear of this ceremony, which is probably of pre-Christian origin.

Other special customs include masquerade parties on New Year's Day and
Epiphany, as well as the two-week wedding. "I remember my father saying he
spent my mother's dowry on the wedding and had to start from scratch," Siotas
recalls. According to the author, parents were strictly in charge of arranging
weddings and girls "had to exhibit exemplary behavior." The oldest girl had to
be married first, and no brother could be married until all of his sisters were
married. "Girls were kept inside from a very young age. Visits to religious fairs
were permitted at the side of chaperones. They were spoken for even at their
birth ... Girls became brides at the age of twelve or thirteen in some cases. Girls
had to marry by their twentieth birthday or accept a widowed man for a hus-
band or even stay single."

Apparently there has been some easing in the status of young women, since
they are now allowed to ride in the famous August 15 celebration, unlike any-
thing in Greece. "A purely Siatistian exclusive, not known to take place any-
where in the world, is the August 15 festival. Macedonian respect for horses is
traditional: Alexander the Great based his conquest on the swiftness of his cav-
alry. In Siatista, the horse played a predominant role for centuries. In our days,
Siatistians relive the ancient Athenians custom where horse-riders honored the
goddess Athena at the Panathenic ritual procession." Horses are splendidly
decked out, as are their riders, and a number of bands and musicians partici-
pate, playing the music unique to the area as they move in a ceremonial parade
from the Virgin Mary's monastery through the town.

"Video cameras record this magnificent event. Its impact on the psycho-
synthesis of Diaspora Siatistians is inestimable. They arrive from America,
Europe and Australia to relive their childhood excitement. They are thrilled
witnessing a further improvement: seeing young women in their teens partici-
pate with grandfather and grandchildren, riding horses together, contrary to
old-time festivals where women were only spectators. A palpable energy imbues
all with the sense that the scene unfolding is not only a gleeful midsummer dis-
traction. It is also a direct link with Siatista's long and proud past."

Totally, Siatistians have made an important contribution to Greek culture.
Emphasizing education at home and abroad, with many earning higher degrees,
particularly at the University of Padua, they helped foster the spirit of Hel-
lenism in the years of the Ottoman empire. As writers and thinkers, they helped
to foment the Greek revolution. Their distribution networks and finance organ-
izations established the basis of early capitalism in the region.
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Siatista Macedonia, The Spirit of Hellenism is a welcome addition to the grow-
ing body of studies of specific Greek regions and towns, and their people and
customs. The book would have benefited by an index, but an extensive bibli-
ography and footnotes point the way to the scholar or reader who wants to fur-
ther investigate a fascinating piece of Greek life.

—Penelope Karageorge
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