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Editors' Note

There have been some changes to the masthead of this
issue, some of them planned others unexpected and painful.
Death has deprived us of two valued collaborators: Advisory
Boa.rd member Professor Barbara Jelavich, who died of cancer
on January 14, 1995 and Editor-at-Large Ole Langwitz Smith,
who died on February 6, 1995. Professor Jelavich was Dis-
tinguished Professor Emeritus of History, Indiana Unversity
and author of seventeen books on the Balkans and the region's
interaction with the Habsburg, Ottoman, and Russian Empires.
An appreciation of Professor Jelavich's work will appear in
our next issue (21.2, October, 1995) . Ole Langwitz Smith
had a long association with the RID as a contributor, Advisory
Board member, and Editor-at-Large. His first of several articles
and reviews were published in the journal in 1982. Since that
time Ole Smith had been actively involved in helping the
[HD procure submissions, subscriptions, and a wider audience.
At the time of his death, Ole was Professor of Classical Greek
Philology at the University of Gotemborg in Sweden and head-
ed the Greek Studies Program there. In our special "In
Memoriam" section some of his friends and colleagues
memorialize his life and work.

Changes to our masthead in this issue consist of a reor-
ganization designed to help the coordination of our editorial
work and improve it by shifting away from a geographical dis-
tribution towards a discipline-based group of editorial advisors.
Former Associate Editors and Editors-at-Large have been in-
corporated in our Advisory Board, and two new Associate Editors
have been appointed reflecting the need to provide better coverage
for the several key disciplins that help define modern Hellenic
Studies.

The !HD welcomes to its staff Associate Editors Laurie
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Hart, Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Haverford College
and Kyriakos Kontopoulos, Professor of Sociology at Temple
University, two scholars actively involved both in the study of
modern Greece and in promoting modern Hellenic Studies in
the United States. We also welcome Professor Steve Dandolos
as Managing Editor of the journal and Professor Michael Rhodes
from Oklahoma State University as a Book Review Editor. We
are looking forward to collaborating with all of our new col-
leagues in promoting and strengthening the JHD's impact on
modern Greek Studies in the months and years to come.

ALEXANDER KITROEFF
KOSTAS MYRSIADES
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ESSAYS



A Frontier of Despotism
by NTICOLAOS E. LEKATIS

Ever since antiquity, various generations of several Western
societies have examined the diffeernces between themselves and
those of the East. Their efforts •have resulted in a great deal
of scholarship throughout the centuries and various hypotheses
regarding those differences. The topics have included geography,
political and economic systems, religion, customs and mores,
and a general worldview which seems to be radically different
in the societies of the East from those of the West. The subject
appears to be inexhaustible. I would like to discuss here one
topic which may help elucidate further one difference between
East and West, namely the perennially practiced and advocated
despotism in the East as opposed to other forms of governance
practiced and preferred in the West. My main discussion will
focus on some historical events in Samos, an island in the
eastern Aegean which I consider a frontier between West and
East and in which despotism almost succeeded—once. In my
general discussions about the East, I will confine myself to a
limited geographical area of that vast region, namely that of
the Near East and the Middle East.'

Before I begin, I need to make one important observation
followed by a clarification of terms. In modern times, the words
despot and tyrant have undergone a semantic change from their
original Greek meaning. In their modern Western meaning,
the words tyrant and despot connote a wicked ruler, or at least
one to be viewed with suspicion. This was not the case during
the Classical period. A tyrant was simply a ruler who usurped
power, with or without the consent of the people, and held

Nnum.Aos E. LEKATIS is associate professor, Department of Lan-
guages and Communication, Northwestern State University of
Louisiana.
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that power by means fair or foul.' And a despot was a ruler
who also might have usurped, or inherited, or was simply
handed the power to govern, again with or without the consent
of people (usually without it) but one who enjoyed the support,
respect and admiration of his subjects throughout his reign.
Despotism was thus viewed as a system in which the laws be-
come subordinate and even superfluous in the presence of a
ruler whose decrees are the law of the region. In the present
discussion on despotism, the delicate point of difference to be
stressed is that for the most part, a despot, unlike a dictator, or
even a tyrant, was viewed as a benevolent, or at least as a
benign, rather than as a nefarious, ruler. A despot was perceived
by his subjects not only as a wise ruler, but also as a kindly
figure, in the sense that in his person as well as in his policies
he comported himself in a fatherly, grandfatherly, or avuncular
manner. In short, he was perceived as a genuinely caring
individual.

The West, it seems to me, either has not placed enough
emphasis on the importance of despotism or has downplayed its
effectiveness in the governance of a large portion of the world
which lies so close to it. It has practiced despotism at times,
but not very effectively, because it often confused it with tyranny.
In the East, despotism has been successfully employed in govern-
ance since ancient times. There is an unbroken line of despotism
that connects the ancient pharaohs of Egypt to the Ayatollah
Khomeini. This line connects such worth as the ruling despots
during the pre-Classical and Classical pjeriods such as the rulers
of Babylon; the famous kings Cyrus, Darius and Xerxes during
the Persian empire; some rulers who flourished in several smaller
kingdoms- in Asia Minor; the Caliphs of Damascus and Baghdad
during the Moslem zenith; and most Turkish rulers during the
successful period of the Ottoman Empire. As well, the list may
include, albeit marginally, such figures in recent history as
Saddam Hussein of Iraq and Hassef al Assad of Syria, but not
Mussolini of Italy or Franco of Spain who, along with many
others not mentioned here, were Western dictators, nor Stalin
of the former Soviet Union, although the latter,• as will be
explained later, had a chance, perhaps, to graduate into a despot,
but missed it. There is also a present ruler who defies classifica-
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tion. He is King Hussein of Jordan who, because of geography
(to be explained later) should rightly be classified as despot.
And yet, because of his ambivalence vis-I-vis his stances toward
both East and West, he appears to wish to have the best of
both worlds, and therefore is in line with the Byzantines who
experienced the same dilemma: That is, by attempting to be
both of the East and still play at being of the West, they, and
King Hussein, marginalized themselves and stayed hopelessly out-
side the line separating the ideological and political footings
of both the East and the West. As will become clear from this
study, the Samians have also been practicing that ambivalence
thoughout their history.

A geographical line separates these two fundamentally dif-
ferent spheres of thought, and it is not as arbitrary as it may seem
at first. It occurred to me gratuitously, for I happen to have
been born right on it, on the very island of Samos, and my
natural curiosity about the place of my birth has led me to
several perplexing discoveries about it; those discoveries, in turn,
have led me to draw this line of demarcation for the purpose
of this study. Now, if we take a map of Europe which includes
the Near East and North Africa, and draw a line on it, north
to south, along the eastern Aegean sea, running it from North
Africa to the gulf of Finland, we may consider all the regions
to the east of that line to be of the East, so to speak, and the
others of the West. What is more, along the eastern Aegean,
this dividing line should run through the middle of the island
of Samos, thus marking it as a frontier island where the West
has met the East several times throughout its history.

Before I proceed to explain this geographical oddity, I find
it necessary to make two observations. First, if we take this line
to mark a deeply-rooted cultural frontier between West and
East, we must keep in mind that we are not dealing with a fixed
frontier. And second, although we may consider it as a frontier
of sorts during the course of this study, we must also keep in
mind that, as with all frontiers, we should be careful not to
overlook the inevitable interaction between those regions closest
to the line separating them. But neither can we overlook the
striking differences that have existed and still exist between
the two regions.
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The island of Samos is located very close to Turkey. A small
channel separates the island from the Turkish mainland. It is,
of course, Greek, now. Three unusual events have occurred in
the course of that island's history, events which I found some-
what perplexing: and so I investigated further.3 Each of these
events, by itself, may mean very little to a student who reflects
on such things. Taken together, however, they begin to paint
an intriguing picture.

The most recent of these events has been that Samos, al-
though achieving its independence from the Turkish Empire in
1824 (along with the rest of Greece), did not join Greece out-
right. It remained affiliated to Turkey, but as an independent
hegemony, until 1912 when, after much bickering among the
Samians, it joined Greece. During the period of their hegemony,
which lasted more than eighty years, and following the example
of Polycrates, their ancient tyrant (and anticipating perhaps the
tenuous leanings toward both West and East of today's King
Hussein of Jordan), the Samians proceeded to enjoy the best
of both worlds. They were considered citizens of Turkey and,
although Greek by birth, they were exempted from military duty
to Greece as well as to Turkey (which would not consider
having Greeks in its military). Also, the Samians were free to
travel and work in Turkey, as well as to conduct business there.
At the same time they zealously retained their racial and religious
identity (Greek and Christian Orthodox; one major requisite
of their Y gemOnes [Governors] was that they be both of
Greek descent as well as Greek Orthodox in their religion),
and as such were not compelled to follow most practices pre-
scribed by the Ottoman state to which they belonged. Their co-
existence with the Turks, albeit a fragile one, given the long-
standing animosity between the Greeks and the Turks, resulted
nonetheless in the Samians' adopting many customs and man-
nerisms of their Asia Minor neighbors. In dress and in gestures,
in food preferences and in the social life of the cafés, in many
words borrowed from the Turks, in some music, Samians often
were indistinguishable from their Asiatic neighbors—and some
of them still are. They were content to walk the line separating
West from East.

What is of interest to the present study is the deferential
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way in which the native Samians referred to their Hegemons,
spoke of them, and especially the way in which they addressed
them. They would call their Hegemon Despota. As will be
seen later in this study, the word Dispota is reserved by all
modern Greeks as an address for their bishops. But during
its hegemony, Samos was not a state of Greece, and did not as
yet have a bishopric or a bishop. So the Samians simply reverted
to the original meaning of that word and used it to address
their ruler. Once they became a Greek state and had a bishop,
the Samians conforming to the ways of the rest of the Greeks,
began addressing their bishops with that title. That left the
governors of the island bereft of that special form of address.
They were simply referred to or addressed as Kivernitis, that
is, Governor, and were regarded with the respect due to their
office and person, but hardly with reverence.

An earlier and more perplexing historical event, has been
that during the Persian wars some twenty-four centuries ago, the
Sarnians sided with Persia! The Sarnian tyrants had been imitat-
ing the satraps of the Persian Empire for some time before that
empire's war with the Greeks. In fact, Darius himself had in-
stalled Sylosson, Polycrates's brother, as Tyrant of Samos, in
the year 520 B.C. and later had helped install his son Aiakis,
also as Tyrant. During that period of Samos' oriental interlude
(520-479), Sylosson and Aiakis, following the comparatively
benign and very popular rule of Polycrates, comported them-
selves as genuinely oriental despots. For only a brief period
(479-440) did Samos join the mainland city-states. In the year
440 it seceded from the Athenian Alliance and, having lost most
of its old power and splendor, it reverted to its old habit of
Persian imitation and again (and willingly) became a Persian
Satrapy in the year 402, placing itself once more under the rule
of a despotic satrap. It was not until the year 352 that Athens,
in order to consolidate its sway on the island, besieged Samos,
expelled the Persians, and sent settlers from Attica to insure
the island's adherence to mainland Greek political and economic
ways. And, on that date, despotism in Samos temporarily ceased
to exist. It was replaced by a rule imported from mainland
Greece, which was already succumbing to Alexander's imperialist
ways and efforts at empire building. Later, the rule of the island
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passed to Rome. For a nostalgic moment, reminiscent of their
old despotic ways, the Samians played host to Antony and the
hapless Cleopatra (40 B.c.) a few years before the battle of
Actium. The island was not again to experience despotism
until it became a Theme of Byzantium (Themes were Admin-
istrative Departments of the Byzantine Empire) and as such,
not only was it protected by that Empire, but also adopted many
customs of its latest rulers, the Byzantines, who themselves
practiced their peculiar kind of despotism.'

The most telling event in Samian history, I think, occurred
during the time of that island's most famous Tyrant, Polycrates
(550-522 B.C.) and his clash with the island's favorite son,
Pythagoras (580-500 B.C.). The events took place several decades
before Samos' serious attempts at imitating Eastern ways. During
the period under discussion here, Solon of Athens was laying
the foundation for that city's democratic experiment, with his
proclamations of the rights of common men. Democracy was
around the corner, so to speak, in mainland Greece; but Attic
Greeks had to wait for it because of the intervention of the
Persian wars.

In Samos, Polycrates and his brothers usurped the power
from the Megareans,5 with the former establishing himself as
the tyrant of the island and proceeding to model himself not
after Solon, who was expounding his democratic ideas in the
mainland, nor after the Spartan rulers, who kept insisting on
their oligarchical policies of governance, but on the then King
of Egypt, Amassis, as regards absolute power, and on the Per-
sian Satraps as regards administrative abilities and political
performance. Polycrates was very• successful: "Polycrates ex-
hibited all the strength of his vigorous nature, and in a short
time became the greatest power in the Aegean." And the islanders
supported him. He was regarded not as a god, as in the case of
the Egyptian ruler, nor as an absolute dictator, as in the case
of some Satraps in the Persian empire, but rather as a benevolent
ruler who genuinely cared about the welfare of his subjects.
So, even though he usurped and kept his rule by means con-
sidered foul by contemporary as well as by future assessments,
and although he has been regarded as a genuine tyrant' and
the successor of Minos of Crete and the 'precursor of the tyrant
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city of Athens, according to Thucydides, that title carried no
pejorative connotation. During his reign, Samos attained a re-
markable degree of development and military power. He initiated
numerous public works which helped raise the prestige of the
island abroad as well as of his own at home. In his court he
assembled poets, artists, organized a library in Samos and also
founded workshops for turning works of fine arts which were
manned by artisans whom he paid quite well. During his reign
the entire populace enjoyed a time of a continuous revelry. The
habits of the Samians changed as they started adopting the
customs of the Oriental peoples, such as the Lydians, a process
which Polycrates himself secretly encouraged. He, too, seems
to have been fascinated by the Oriental ways. And the way he
was supported and viewed by the islanders suggests that his
person and his composure were modeled after Eastern despots
rather than after Western rulers. What is more, Samos, as has
been stated, had been leaning toward the East during most of
its history. And Polycrates, albeit deserving the label of tyrant,
differed greatly nonetheless from the tyrants of mainland Greece.
To the degree to which •he espoused Eastern ways, he could
have easily been regarded as a true despot. But, as will be seen
shortly, the way he wished to comport himself during his clash
with Pythagoras suggests that his practices, after all, turned
out to be a mixture of orientalism and mainland Greek tyrannic
practices. Frontier regions tend to confuse basic distinctions and
blur the picture we get from a ruler such as Polycrates. Now,
to Pythagoras.

Much has been written and admired about this man. One
thing that has not been stressed is that, with all his genius, he
was a fanatic in his pursuit and promulgation of oriental mys-
ticism. And in order to facilitate a fuller understanding of
Pythagoras' involvement and obsession with it, I find it neces-
sary here to insert a brief discussion on mysticism, its connection
to the Persian Magi during the period of Pythagoras' apprentice-
ship with them, as well as the manner in which the Persian
rulers viewed it as a necessary ingredient in their comportment
and in their governance.

Mysticism may be described as the highest attainment of
the religious experience. This attainment is realized when a
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mystic, through physical, mental and spiritual exercises, ex-
periences a communion, even an outright union with the divinity.
Religion itself is only incidental to a mystic's pursuit. Any religion
will do. The mystic will usually be attached to the religion
which is prevalent in his region. And where there is religion,
there is always a priesthood. Some of the members of a priest-
hood at times claim to have reached that union with the divinity
usually attainable by the true mystics. And, they deal in mysteries.
Through arcane rituals, known only by few, the members of a
priesthood assume an aura of mystery about themselves, and their
admonitions to the general populace take on a supernatural legit-
imacy because they are perceived to be divinely authored and
revealed only to those special members of that priesthood. By
such practices the members of any priesthood solidify their hold
and maintain their power. But, as Henri Bergson states:

We must not allow ourselves to be led astray by the
term [mysticism]: there was nothing mystic about most
of the mysteries. They were connected with the estab-
lished religion, which considered it perfectly natural
that they should exist along with it. They glorified
the same gods, or gods originating from the same
myth-making function. They merely strengthened the
religious spirit among the initiate by adding to it that
satisfaction which men have always had in forming
little societies within the larger one, and setting them-
selves up as privileged beings on the strength of an
initiation kept jealously secret.8

That is precisely what was happening in the Near and
Middle East during the time of Pythagoras. There were the
Magi, who "[e]njoyed a monopoly of religious affairs not only
in their native Media but also in Persis and the whole western
half of the Achaemenian Empire."° The Magus was considered
a man possessed of maga—the man who enjoys God's gift or
grace. And "[the] Magi (according to Porphyry) were con-
sidered to be philosophers, they were the teachers of the Achae-
menian kings, they were the best of the Persians and strove to
lead a holy life."10
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The Persian rulers, much like the Egyptian kings, saw
religion connected to royalty to such a degree as to be in-
separable. The king considered himself, and was made to be
regarded, as the de facto image of God on earth. And the Magi
helped him assume and retain that image. He was perceived to
be wise and guided by reason. And, by demonstrating his ex-
cellence in protecting all his subjects, he proved to all that he
was a divinely ordained ruler who genuinely cared for them.
He was the despot, and his word was the law. As his job was
first of all to protect his subjects, "The best way of doing this
[his job) is not, of course, to consult the popular will, which
would be folly, but to submit the general will to the royal will,
the royal will to the royal reason, and this again to the divine
reason which is made known in the Good Religion."" Thus the
despot's word and the law were perceived to be one and the
same. This is a brief description of the state of despotism in
Persia and the influence of the Magi in its success at the time
of Pythagoras. As will be seen below, Pythagoras was to be
greatly influenced by the teaching of that little society of
Eastern sages. That influence contributed greatly to his becom-
ing a despot in his own right as well as to his clash with his
former mentor and friend.

The interesting aspect of their relationship is that Pythagoras
started out as Polycrates' protégé. After having studied under
the philosophers in his area (Ferekides of Lesbos, Euridamas
of Samos itself, Thales and Anaxandrides of Miletus—which
was right across the channel from Samos), Pythagoras wished
to expand his horizons. So, Polycrates gave him a scholarship
of sorts. He sent him to Egypt, with letters of recommendation
addressed to the Pharaoh. Pythagoras went to Egypt and im-
mersed himself in whatever philosophy that land had to offer.12
It was there that he Tjearned much astronomy and geometry,
and perhaps a little nonsense."13 While Pythagoras was in Egypt,
that land was invaded by the Persian armies. The king of the
Persian, Cambysis (the half-mad son of King Cyrus), occupied
Egypt, and Pythagoras, along with other Egyptian men of letters,
was taken to Babylon. While there, he became close to and
followed closely the workings of the Magi and the other Persian
sages. That Persian apprenticeship, above all, was responsible
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for his definitive formation which consisted of a mystical ap-
proach to everything. And when he returned to Samos, his
ideas began to clash with the more practical approaches of
Polycrates.

Pythagoras was greatly influenced by the Magi of Persia.
He also undoubtedly noted that the success of the Persian despots
was due in large measure to the degree of awe those despots
instilled in their subjects. That awe, in turn, was due to the
Magi's influence on and tutoring of those despots. And the Magi
dealt in mysticism, a necessary ingredient in both the makeup
and perfection of a successful despot. What Pythagoras failed
to note in Persia, however, was that even there, at the hub of
both despotism and mysticism, the relationship between the
rulers of that land and the Magi rested on the king's maintain-
ing the upper hand with regard to his absolute power over all
things material and spiritual. The Magi, and whatever religion
they were following, were wedded to the king, not the other
way around. The sages were viewed with awe, to be sure, and
were much respected and supported not only by the rulers but
by the general population. But they were also kept in their place.
It was not quite a case of separation of Church and State, but
the analogy is an apt one nonetheless. The Persian rulers did
obtain from the Magi enough of a mystical aura as to boast
first of their own moral stature which they saw as the gift of
God, and then to extend that stature by considering themselves
as the very image of God. But, even though the Magi may have
been regarded as the necessary instrument for the making of a
despot, they were also relegated to the stature of the necessary
nuisance that is any priesthood, dabbling in dogmatic hair-
splitting and concocting more obscure rituals in order to main-
tain its own aura of mystery. So, recognizing perhaps that rulers
may come and go but the priesthood is immortal, the Persian
kings catered to the priesthood of the Magi, as all rulers through
history have catered to the predominant priesthood of their
regions, while at the same time they pretty much kept separate
from them. "Darius would appear to have accepted the vital
core of Zoroaster's teaching [Zoroastrianism was the ascendant
religion in Persia during that era) without thereby supporting
any form of organized Zoroastrianism, ... he did nothing to

18	 JOURNAL OF THE HELLENIC DIASPORA



destroy any national cult?"14 He did not need to. He was above
all that. He was the despot. What Pythagoras saw in that mys-
tical despotism, it seems, was a society of mystics governed by
a despot who was himself a mystic. And he envisioned that
purest form of despotism as a recipe for Aegean rule as well.

And so, when he returned to Samos, he immediately at-
tempted to spread mysticism throughout the island, starting with
Polycrates himself. But he soon discovered, much to his chagrin,
that his tyranny of ideas clashed with the tyranny of Polycrates,
his former mentor. And the mathematician/mystic clashed with
Polycrates. The Tyrant was very adept in handling such small
doses of mysticism, borrowed from the East, as seemed to him
indispensable to instill the necessary aura of power and benevol-
ence about himself, and no more. But Pythagoras would not
have any of those politically pragmatic half-measures. His ideas
tended toward forming a cult. And thence the clash. Pythagoras
then left Samos and established himself in Southern Italy
(529 B.c.), formed a school of mystics and eventually died
there—no doubt while dancing to the music of his spheres.'

This account is not meant to belittle the great philosopher
and man of letters, Pythagoras. Rather, it is to point out that
his fanaticism seemed to prove unworkable both for the time,
and especially for the place in which he attempted to promote
it, as well as for the ruler whom he expected to become and
act truly as a despot/mystic when the latter was content to
remain a tyrant, albeit with Eastern, rather than Western, stand-
ards of conduct in his governance. Polycrates was, after all, a
frontier figure. And what Pythagoras failed to realize, it seems,
was that the eastern Aegean and the neighboring regions of
Asia Minor were much too close to those regions in the western
Aegean which were leaning toward individualism and democracy
for such a heavy dose of mysticism as he wished to inflict upon
them. For mysticism, in large doses (or even in small ones not
properly handled), greatly contributes to a subordination of in-
dividualism, with its basis on rational thinking, to a blind obedi-
ence which is very much akin to a leap of faith (and which is
freely given by, rather than imposed upon, the su:bjects of a
region). Mysticism, in short, contributes to the setting up of a
figure endowed with quasi-superhuman qualities who enjoys blind
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obedience from his subjects. That figure is the despot.
Here, then, another delicate point of difference between

a despot and a tyrant is that the latter earns the obedience of
his subjects because of his personality but mostly because of his
achievements, and usually gets it, while a despot invites and is
usually given that blind obedience freely. Polycrates seems to
have played both roles successfully. While "[he] robbed and
plundered every one alike, saying that his friends were better
pleased when he restored what he had taken than if he never
took it at all!"16 his popularity among the people was his aura,
and he apparently enjoyed a despotic image which was not un-
like that enjoyed by some of the Eastern despots. "From the
day that he had ascended the throne of Samos, everything had
prospered with Polycrates; he had succeeded in all his under-
takings, and his good fortune seemed to be secured with a charm
which could not be broken."17

But, unlike some of the oriental despots, Polycrates ap-
parently did not wish to be regarded as some sort of deity.
He was content, along with the other Greeks of his time, to
have his gods on Olympus, worship them according to custom,
and build temples to them (in Samos he built the largest temple
in Greece, the temple of Hera). In short, he was a pragmatist.
But that would not do for Pythagoras, who had returned from
Persia a true mystic with visions of making of Samos a colony
of mystics governed by a truly oriental despot.

In reviewing their relationship, I find that what we have
is a ruler modeled after the eastern ways and taking advantage
of the eastern recipes for governance, albeit in moderate amounts,
and a man of letters who was either unaware of or had altogether
discarded any such notions of political expedience as were ex-
hibited in his mentor, and insisting instead on a more com-
prehensive acceptance and practice of a mystical approach •to
government by the ruler himself as well as by the populace at
large. We must keep in mind, of course, that the attitude of the
populace is also a necessary ingredient to a successful despotic
rule. That attitude is not one of mere loyalty, respect and obedi-
ence that most societies are expected to have toward their ruler,
but rather one bordering on servility vis-a-vis a despot. For despots
come to power in societies best characterized as, at the very
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least, politically naive, at most, greatly lacking in individualism.
Those societies tend to exhibit a beehive mentality and are gullible
enough (and apparently content enough) to accept the notion
of divine rulers running their affairs. But it seems that the frontier
island of Samos was not such a place for Deep East mentality.
The Samians, although not adhering to mainland political and
governmental practices, were Greek, after all, and were greatly
affected by the institutions and customs promoted in mainland
Greece. And in the Greek mainland, after the sixth century, "In
place of sacred texts, political decrees exalting rulers, practical
words of wisdom, economic contracts, and divinely sanctioned
laws, the Greeks produced descriptions of human institutions
and customs and made a determined effort to arrive at a naturalis-
tic interpretation of man as a member of society."'

More to the point I wish to make regarding the geographical
line separating the individualistic/democratic West from the
despotic/mystical East, the above accounts seem to suggest that
there is indeed such a geographical division marking a deeply-
rooted cultural frontier between West and East, with Samos,
because of its unusual relationship with mainland Greece, a
frontier island. And, if we consider once more the events dis-
cussed here regarding that island's history, we may safely con-
clude that Samos, though a Western island during most of its
history, appears nonetheless to have been more comfortable in
imitating Eastern, rather than Western modes of governance.
Hence the suggestion that Samos was and has remained a frontier
island for most of its history, and hence the proposal made in
this study to have the line of demarcation run through it, mark-
ing it as a region where the West has been meeting the East
for millennia.

Greece itself has had a long flirtation with Eastern ways.
Ironically, the birthplace of democracy and the land of in-
dividualism experienced several Oriental interludes. At its begin-
nings, due to its penchant for conquests in the areas we now
call the Near East, it received its first taste of, and developed
a fascination for, all things Eastern. That led to a continuing
influence of the East upon its society. As Karl Wittfogel puts it:

The higher agrarian societies of ancient Greece and
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Rome attacked the Oriental world. But while their con-
quests brought material advantages •to many of their
citizens and a great increase in power to a few, the
price paid was the general Orientalization of their
society!'

Later, Greece fell once more under the spell of Eastern mys-
ticism imported by Christianity and later promoted by the Byz-
antines. Finally, as Greece became part of the Ottoman Empire
(from the middle of the fifteenth to the early nineteenth cen-
tury), it adopted many striking characteristics and practices of
the Eastern world and has retained some of them to this day.
Some anecdotal points may serve as examples here. A Greek
goes to France, England, or Germany, to work or conduct
business. Back home, his relatives inform friends that he went
to Europe. And at the present time, with Greece's entry into the
European Community, the Greeks jokingly and somewhat sar-
donically claim that they are now going to be Europeans.

But one most interesting point about Greece's Easternness
may be discerned from the way Greeks refer to and address
their bishops. The Greek word for bishop is, of course, Episkopos,
"the overseer, the one in charge." But, since the time of the
Byzantines and all the way to the present time, a bishop in
Greece is referred to as DespOtis. The vocative case of the noun
is Dispota. That means exactly that, a despot, a benevolent over-
seer, a supreme pastor endowed with an aura of mysticism and,
according to the faithful Eastern Orthodox, one whose mission
it is to lead his mostly ignorant flock to their salvation. Now,
this essay is not about the religious appellations of the Greeks,
so I do not wish to delve further into the subject. But I do
find the word DIspota interesting, for it points to the fascina-
tion about despotism that Greece has had from its beginnings.
In this instance, the Byzantines seem to have confused the spiritual
function of their bishops with the temporal powers exercised by
the oriental despots by whom they were so fascinated. Frontier
regions apparently do tend to blur the picture somewhat.

What is it about despotism that the East has traditionally
considered so fascinating and attractive? As has been stated
earlier (p. 2), despotism is a system in which the laws become
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subordinate and even superfluous in the presence of a ruler
whose decrees are the law of the region. That ruler is the despot.
This definition, of course, may easily apply to many other
rulers (such as tyrants, absolute monarchs, and other such dic-
tators). But in the despots we are discussing here, there are
more requisites. A despot is an enlightened person, nay, a gen-
uinely wise ruler (or at least one perceived as such). In short,
he must be extremely charismatic. Then, and only then, his
person, and his decrees, assume an aura of authority and respec-
tability bordering on divine legitimacy or, at the very least, are
considered to be divinely inspired. This is where an adequate
dose of mysticism may play a critical role. King Solomon, for
instance, was a despot, strictly speaking. His wisdom had become
so legendary, and he was viewed with such awe, that his laws
were considered to be divinely inspired. He was, of course, an
Eastern ruler, as were most of the other despots in history. Most
Egyptian kings were viewed as gods. In the Middle East, the
despots were for the most part considered to be the image of
God. The further east one goes, the more elevated a perception
one notices in the subjects' attitude toward their despots, and the
closer those Eastern rulers come to Heaven. The Hindu despots,
for instance, were perceived to have a direct line to infinity. In
China, the emperor was called The Son of Heaven, while in
Japan, he was outright deified—all the way to Hirohito of our
own century.

Tyranny (the kind of rule the West has often confused
with despotism), on the other hand, is of a different sort al-
together .Any ruler may be considered a tyrant, depending on
how he is viewed either by his subjects or by others. As Maurice
Latey puts it: "Any ruler one does not like is described as a
tyrant. One may speak of a benevolent despot or of a just dic-
tator, but to apply such epithets to a tyrant would be a contradic-
tion in terms."" It would follow, then, that any ruler one likes
may be easily described as a despot, if the latter meets the
requirements described here.

In the West, despotism has been nearly always viewed with
suspicion precisely because it has been confused with tyranny.
The other systems of governance (aristocracy, oligarchy, absolute
monarchy, democracy, even communism), have been debated,
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experimented with, and practiced in various Western regions
and with varying degrees of success. Not so despotism. Attempts
have been made by some Western emperors or kings, several
popes, and some other potentates, to establish and hold a truly
despotic rule in the West. But each and every one of those
would-be western despots lacked one or another major qualifica-
tion for the job.' What they succeeded in doing was to become
dictators or tyrants. They all failed to distinguish the fine point
of difference between a tyrant and a despot: A tyrant is above
the law, whereas a despot, by the sheer force of his personality,
magnetism and charisma, is the law. And all those Western
rulers lacked the necessary aura of mysticism which seems vital
to their success as despots. So they were regarded with fear
and suspicion, especially when they practiced too much cruelty,
but they were rarely viewed with genuine awe, which is the
qualifier for a true despot.

One figure to have achieved some degree of mystifying
presence about himself was Louis XW of France. But he had
already joined the ranks of the absolute monarchs; and absolute
monarchies, although sharing, perhaps, some fundamental points
with despotism (such as total power and freedom from checks
or even open scrutiny),22 are still a far cry from a despotism.
Besides, Louis XIV's practices, designed to instill that feeling
of awe in his subjects, soon degenerated into such ludicrous
exhibitions as to be dismissed as merely a "show" rather than
something of substance. Even the lofty pronouncement attributed
to him, of L'e'tat, c'est moi (The State, that's me), smacks of
bombast or some Gallic pomposity rather than some mystical
union that is supposed to have existed between his person and
the state under his total charge and command, the Divine Right
of Kings notwithstanding.23

The early Doges of Venice and Genoa also came close to
becoming despots; but the Councils of each of those states pre-
vented their graduation into that lofty state that bears the title
of despot. And despotism cannot exist if there are Councils;
for these are simply a form either of aristocracy or of oligarchy
and they, along with (or separately from) individual rulers,
can easily slip into tyranny, but rarely into despotism, and nor-
mally do. In fact, in those two aforementioned city-states, the
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Councils were the ones holding true power, whereas the Doge
in each had a title only, but no power.

Peter the Cruel of Spain during the middle of the four-
teenth century was simply that, a cruel and tyrannical ruler
who was feared but neither loved nor esteemed by most of his
subjects, in spite of his many attempts to ingratiate himself with
the peasantry. We will not find the ingredients for the true
despotism in him or in any ruler in the West between his time
and our own.

In our own century, Stalin achieved a remarkable degree
of despotic mystification in a great number of Russian people—
and that, in spite of some cruelties he exhibited in himself as
well as the countless atrocities he committed against his own
people. One is invited to ask why so many well-meaning Rus-
sians today are still nostalgic about him, and to ponder on the
mystique that Stalin has held and still holds over those Rus-
sians. One possible expiation may be that Russia lies on the
eastern side of my line, and Stalin was indeed embodying some
degree of mystifying aura about himself. To a great number of
Russians, during his rule, he was Uncle foe, for he apparently
exhibited that appearance and bearing which many Russians per-
ceived as avuncular, a characteristic singularly associated with
despots and lacking to other rulers in Western societies who
might have aspired to become despots. Stalin wasted his avun-
cular aura by his paranoid behavior regarding his personal security
and rule as well as by the atrocities he perpetrated in order to
secure and maintain that rule. But enough residue of his aura
has remained, apparently, and seems to be the cause of the con-
tinued admiration he enjoys among so many Russians today.

Stalin's case points to the treacherous path we have under-
taken in this study, namely establishing a demarcation line which
marks a frontier separating West from East and arguing that
despotism mainly flourishes on the eastern part of that line. But
we have warned about the care that must be taken about those
regions that are adjacent to that line, regions which may not
be particularly suited to our argument but that still may exhibit
strong leanings toward a successfully implemented governance
that may not necessarily be indigenous to them. As in the case of
mainland Greece's flirtation with eastern ways, an aberration in
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the end, so can we argue about an opposite practice, in Turkey,
a country clearly on the Eastern side of our line, during the era
of Kemal Ataturk (1923-1938). He, more so than today's King
Hussein of Jordan, decided to go Western as far as possible.
Whatever else his efforts have succeeded in producing in his
nation, he himself has not been considered a despot but, along
with many other westerners, has been classified as a dictator and
a tyrant (in the modern sense of that term), albeit a somewhat
benevolent one, since his cruelties were concentrated on his non-
Turkish neighbors. His rule was "[the) most primitive of all
dictatorships. It [was) a complete tribal tyranny."24

So it seems that we are not likely to find truly Western
despots in the long history of the West. But in frontier regions
which flirt with the concept of despotism, I suspect that upon
some reflection we may find several examples of some limited
form of despotism. Samos, I suspect, is but one example of other
such frontier regions which oscillate with much ambivalence
between two apparently irreconcilable systems of governance,
especially if those regions, like Samos, lie so very close to such
places as the Middle East, the land that has produced such an
abundance of prophets, gods and mystics throughout history, as
well as to the tiny Greek mainland states, the land where in-
dividualism and democratic principles do not easily admit the
notion of divine rulers or divinely connected despots running the
affairs of men. Democracy seems to remove the ideological
foundation for needing a supreme ruler—and certainly a divine
one. However, the fascination with despotism still persists in
many parts of the world which aspire to it.

NOTES

Tor a detailed study in Oriental despotism, see Karl A. Wittfogel,
Oriental Despotism (New York: Yale Univ. Press, 1957).

2A. Andrewes, The Greek Tyrants (London: Hutchison Univ.
Library, 1956), p. 7: "A tyrant, in (these) Greek terms, is not nec-
essarily a wicked ruler, but he is an autocrat (and generally a usurper)
who provides a strong executive."

21 have obtained most of the information on Samos from Eitati. I.
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acqiccrtethoo, Ecquoncoi, T6i.i.ot A'-' (A8ilvcc: I. accgpic-I. Zo-
(poaric, 1965) and from et p.m) ITEcpcnari, Zeq..Loc : To Poro:Frro
Keccrrpo (ZO:uoc : /Wm/. 1-1.ccvvouXorrotiXou, 1970). Stamatiadis (the
first author mentioned here) has written four volumes on the history
of Samos and is regarded as an authority on the subject. There are no
Eglish translations of his books or of Stefanidis', the second author
mentioned here. Also, in the late sixties, I interviewed several Samians,
mostly old ones who had lived during the Samian Hegemony, and their
memories proved invaluable to this study (my grandfather, Dimitrios
Pappas (1883-1967), used to do business with the Pasha of Izmir and
had some fond memories of the Turkish ways).

4Constantinople succeeded in growing rather quickly from a power-
ful city to an Empire which included all the Aegean islands. Because
of its adoption of numerous Eastern ways, and its very geographical
location, it claimed to be of the East. Also, because of its military
strength, it was spared the brunt of the invasions from the north.
Through wars, diplomacy, or alliances with the invading Goths, Byzan-
tium managed to enjoy cosiderable peace in the first eight centuries of
its existence. By Western European standards, it was fairly isolated from
hostile outside interference and unaffected by Western European in-
fluences. Neither Western, nor truly Eastern, the Byzantines proceeded
to develop their very own worldview, one of a strictly theocratic society
in which the Church, with its panoply, rituals, and eastern religious
paranoia, having originally submitted to the state, succeeded nonetheless
in acquiring such power as to have the last word on everything the
Byzantines did, said, or thought. But the latter did not totally forget
their Western ways rooted in wanton individualism. So, while faithfully
accepting the Church's role in setting their ethical code, the Byzantines
often succumbed to the frailties of human nature such as greed, thirst
for power, and a host of other weaknesses of the flesh, which they
confessed and repented for as passionately and as often as they com-
mitted them. Monastic orders, steeped in a well-Christianized oriental
mysticism, still abound in the empire. The Byzantines viewed their
religious leaders, and especially the monks, with a great degree of
reverence. As to their emperors, they, by being anointed by the Church,
were perceived to have a divine blessing and authority to rule—and
this, long before the West had invented the Divine Right of Kings.
Some of the Emperors even succumbed to the lure of that spiritual per-
fection which could be attained (so it was perceived), through the
practices prescribed and followed by those Eastern spiritualists. The battle
between spirit and flesh continued, with no definite resolution or a
satisfactory outcome. And because of its ambivalent stances toward both
West and East, Byzantium remained on the edge of both systems.

5The Megareans had assumed the nile of the island during an
earlier time (610 B.c.) from the Geomores, Samos's still earlier rulers.
The Megareans, together with several Samian generals who had helped
them assume the power, had established first an oligarchic regime, then
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one resembling democracy. Around the year 550, the island was ripe,
it seems, for a definitive and more permanent form of government.
Polycrates provided just that.

°Evelyn Abbott, A History of Greece (London: Longmans, Green &
Co., 1885), p. 515.

7Re. E. E. Kellett, M.A., The Story of Dictatorship (New York:
Dutton & Co., Inc., 1937), p. 51: "Altogether, in spite of his terrible
end, he (Polycrates) was as representative a tyrant as it is easy to find."

°Henri Bergson, The Two Sources of Morality and Religion (New
York: Henry Holt & Co., 1935), pp. 205-206.

°R. C. Zaehner, The Dawn and Twilight of Zoroastrianism (New
York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1961), p. 161.

10/bid., P. 164.
11/bid., p. 299.
12Walter Miller Greece and the Greeks (New York: The Macmillan

Co., 1941), p. 364: "On his travels through Egypt and Asia, Pythagoras,
like Moses, acquired all the wisdom of the Egyptians and some of the
wisdom of the Indians—among other things, mysticism and a belief in
the transmigration of souls."

°Will Durant, The Life of Greece (New York: Simon 8z Schuster,
1939), p. 161. Vol. 2 of The Story of Civilization.

14Zaehner, The Dawn and Twilight ... , p. 158.
15As for Polycrates, since reference was made to "his terrible end"

(note 6, P. 11)' some data here regarding his death. In the year 522,
he was trapped by the Persian satrap Oroetes who stealthily persuaded
him to go and visit at Sardes in the Near East. There, upon his setting
foot ashore, Oroetes captured him, killed him, and then crucified his
body. The Eastern despots did not lack the propensity for cruelty, espe-
cially toward their adversaries. As has been mentioned (p. 5), in 520,
Polycrates' brother Sylosson, groomed in Eastern ways, prCmptly replaced
him as the despotic satrap of Samos.

I°Abbott, A History.	 p. 515.
17/bid., p. 516. Emphasis added.
18Fred W. Voget, A History of Ethnology (New York: Hold,

Rinehart & Winston, 1975), p. 5.
Karl Wittfogel, Oriental Despotism (New Haven: Yale Univ.

Press, 1957), p. 419.
"Maurice Latey, Patterns of Tyranny (New York: Atheneum, 1969),

p. 13.
21A case can be made here for the Pope as a genuine despot. But a

basic distinction must be made here between the Pope's title and his
stated function as a spiritual guide, not as a temporal ruler of men.
His main title is, of course, the Bishop of Rome. As such he is a
DespOtis—if we may borrow the Byzantine Greek appellation and apply
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it to him. But, as his function is, ideally, confined to spiritual matters,
his decrees suffer from other-worldliness and cannot rightly be applied
to temporal matters requiring blind obedience. However influential he
may be, spiritually, among the world's Catholics, he cannot, rightly,
be classified as a despot. Admittedly, some popes in history have not
been content with merely their spiritual function, and proceeded to
acquire temporal powers as well—and some with great success. But
such popes can then be easily classified as tyrants, absolute rulers
(benevolent or otherwise), or downright dictators—but not as despots.

By formal definition, the absolute monarch is one who has limit-
less means of action and is subject to no control" Max Beloff, The
Age of Absolutism, 1660-1815 (New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1962),
p. 51.

For a detailed account of Louis XIV himself, his times, and the
general conditions in France during his reign, see John Wolfe, Louis
XIV (New York: Norton, 1968).

24Raoul E. Desvemine, Democratic Despotism (New York: Dodd,
Mead & Co., 1936), p. 85.
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Myth, Alienation and the Poetry
of Kostas Myrsiades

by JOHN STEPHENS CRAWFORD

I. MYTH

According to some scholars, one of the functions of myth
is mediation: mediation between people and supernatural or
natural forces, mediation between people and their ancestors,
mediation between alienated people in a community.1

Myth's mediation is a constant process, often without self-
conscious literary or visual artistic •intent. It can be local, even
personal, but in order to succeed it must be shared with others
in some way. Myth's mediation is often a form of interpretation,
which provides a translation of the supernatural and intensely
personal visual and verbal languages of the past into a language
that a present community can understand, for example the over-
lays of Bronze Age and Dark Age in Homer's Iliad2

When the mediation of myth between generations involves
language, it must defeat the alienation of change. There is
nothing static about language, as all parents and chil-
dren know. Each new generation moves a spoken language
further away from earlier forms, until finally a translation into
a later form becomes necessary. This situation is intensified, in
the case in the Hellenic Diaspora, when individuals speak a
form of Greek that is no longer current. Translation necessarily
transforms language into something new and different from
the original, but a certain core of meaning remains the same.
Scholars asked to translate the same passage of a classical Greek
author will produce differences in emphasis, detail, and intui-

JOHN STEPHENS CRAWFORD is professor, Department of Art History,
University of Delaware.
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tion that may profoundly affect its meaning, but it will still
be recognisable as related to the original text. Any translator
becomes a recreative artist like a musician. No two musicians
perform the same work twice the same way.°

When the mediation of myth involves the visual arts, the
situation is somewhat different. Visual forms in some cases
change more slowly than language, because of various factors
(religious conservatism, for example), but in addition to changes
in artistic style and subject matter, nature and time conspire
to change an art work's materials until the work no longer
exists. Eventually, even the Parthenon will be just grains of
sand.4 Later artists and architects often find inspiration in
earlier works, and reproduce some aspects of their forms but,
like verbal language, visual language changes until the original
sources are transformed.

The Greek myths which we have known since childhood
are usually regarded as common cultural property, translated
into many languages, ubiquitous in music, literature, and art.
Unfortunately, Greek mythology is often regarded from the
Juraeo-Christian-Moslem point of view as religious texts that
should never be altered, and that to change them destroys their
essential meaning. This view misunderstands the history and
nature of Greek myths. Historically, in most cases the Greek
myths were created and circulated orally for centuries before
being written down. We know this in part because of the sur-
vival of depictions in Attic Red Figure vase painting of episodes,
such as one which shows Jason being vomited up by a dragon
guarding the Golden Fleece at Athena's command, which have
no counterpart in the preserved written versions of the Argo-
nauts' saga.° Pausanias, the Greek travel writer of the Roman
period, was told many, often contradictory, local versions of
the standard Greek myths, which he recorded for other travelers
who might know only more familiar versions.°

II. ALIENATION

Alienation means not belonging. It can be either voluntary
or involuntary. Voluntary alienation can mean emigration, self-
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isolation. Involuntary alienation is exile, rejection. Both types
of alienation have been common in the history of Greek civiliza-
tion, ancient and modern.

Self-isolation is usually voluntary alienation. Some Greeks,
albeit the minority, thrive on it. It is easy to see why some Greeks
are born to be anchorites. They cannot stand the uniformity that
the community enforces on its members. They find the demands
of group activities inhibiting their personal searches and dreams.
They do not give up their roots, although they may give up
their rites. By this I mean that they will not socialize, attend
church or return to Greece, yet still have a Greek identity and
sense of worth.

Involuntary alienation is more common. Forms of involun-
tary alienation have included ostracism in ancient Athens, the
expulsion of Greeks from Asia Minor, and the Junta's expul-
sions. These are typical forms of exile.'

Emigration can produce either voluntary or involuntary
alienation; voluntary in the case of those who see increased op-
portunity, involuntary in the case of those who flee war. Emigra-
tion to America has often led to immigrant rejection. Americans
from northern European countries, whose families have lost or
downplayed their ethnic heritages, tend to reject people who
arrive in America later than their ancestors or who stubbornly
retain a separate ethnicity. They regard them always as alien.
If the place where they originated is Greece, they are regarded
as Greek, not American.

However, in Greece itself their Greekness is denied, except
by the government in the cases of men of military age. Greeks
who were forced to flee in war or were exiled for political rea-
sons, sometimes find a lukewarm or cold reception on their
return, although their leaving was often not of their choice, and
the houses and vineyards may speak to them more than to the
native-born. The language, the people, the new buildings, have
changed the Greece they knew so much that they have become
neither American or Greek but Greeks of the Diaspora. As
Greece is rapidly homogenized into an Americanized, twenty-
first century Europe, and the electric guitar replaces the bouzouki
in Athens after dark—except in tourist night clubs—one would
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think that the Greek-American dichotomy would narrow. If
anything, it has increased.

III. THE POEMS OF KOSTAS MYRSIADES

The alienation of the Greek Diaspora and the mediation
of myth are basic to the poetry of Kostas Myrsiades in his
collection Others Must Dance for the Lord Dionysos Now
(Pella, 1993). A Greek-American and a native of Samos,
Myrsiades writes free verse poems in English as a Greek of
the Diaspora. The key to the poems, which also gives unity
to the collection as a whole, is a quote from Euripides' Bacchae
in which the exiled Agave, who has murdered her son Pentheus
in a Dionysiac frenzy, gives up her leadership of Dionysos'
rites. She has lost her home and will never have another. She
will always live among strangers. Ritually under pollution, she
has become a Greek of the Diaspora. She will never dance for
Dionysos again.8

To convey his experiences of alienation, Myrsiades retells
a number of Greek myths on his own terms When Myrsiades
jars the reader with a mythological image or reference which
contradicts the traditional myth's form he does two things:
1) he personalizes the myth and 2) he cuts the reader's ties
to the safe, familiar version, transferring a feeling of aliena-
tion to the reader.

Some of Myrsiades' poems involve political alienation, espe-
cially alluding to the post-World War II and Junta periods.
In the first of these "political poems," entitled "Leaving Samos
During the Greek Civil War," we find Polyphemos in Homer's
Odyssey represented as an image of Greece itself.'

Among tall pines and rugged oaks,
a shaggy mountain
reared in solitude rumbles,
gulps goatskins of wine amidst spattered brains,
crunches innards,
and spews bits of men.
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A hewn, fire-reddened olive tree
sunk in a crater eye
seethes jetting liquid streams.

Fingers twisted deep in wooly fleece
run fat and heavy below blundering hands.

The slung rock falls sort.

Odysseus sails on.

Odysseus and some of his men are captured in a cave by
a Cyclops, Polyphemos, who dismembers and eats several of
them. Odysseus blinds the Cyclops, then he and his men escape
by hiding under Polyphemos' sheep when he lets them out to
graze. As Odysseus sails away, he taunts the Cyclops and
Polyphemos narrowly misses the ship with huge rocks. Although
the rocks miss, Polyphemos curses Odysseus through Poseidon,
and the curse finds its mark: Odysseus will undergo many trials
and will find trouble at home when he gets there. Greeks of
the Diaspora, like Odysseus, escape from their native land,
sometimes taunting its poverty, corruption, and political inep-
titude, but so ingrained with its unique culture and proud of
its achievements that the curse of Polyphemos comes true, and
they can never free themselves from being Greek.

Thersites, in traditional Greek mythology, is detestable,
killed by Achilles after verbally opposing him. Thersites is "an
ugly, foul-tongued fellow. ... of low birth.' To Myrsiades, he
is the first common man to stand up to the ruling class.li

A GREEK LEFTIST IN A PRISON CAMP
AFTER THE GERMAN OCCUPATION

Offensive to the Atridae,
he baits them all,
forever abusing;
irreverent
towards the gold-studded staff.
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He spews resentment against the war of heroes
and Helen the whore.

They call him vain,
traitor,

vulgar,
Red.

THERSITES,
the bookbinder on Aristophanes Street.

In Myrsiades hands, Thersites becomes the intellectual who
is the thorn in the side to the rich, powerful rulers of Greece.
Like Philoctetes, he is alienated, dishonored, but in a sense his
bitterness has made him immortal. Myrsiades' Thersites is Filipas
Geladopoulos, a messenger in the Greek resistance against the
Nazis, imprisoned on the island of Makronisos by the post-war
anti-communist Greek government.

A GREEK LEFTIST IN A CONCENTRATION CAMP
AFTER THE GERMAN OCCUPATION

The putrid stench
of a foot that would not heal,
and the constant cries of pain.

A man
ten years marooned
on Makronisos.

Resting his ulcerated wound on a pallet bed of leaves,
PHILOCTETES
still grips his bow
mindful that for three thousand years
neither honor nor stealth
could fetch him back

to Troy.
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"Philoctetes" exemplifies Myrsiades' approach to myth,
putting it in a modern political context. Instead of being marooned
on Lemnos (or Tenedos) with a poisonous stinking, incurable
wound, Myrsiades places him on the prison island Makronisos.
Instead of being abandoned for the traditional ten years,
Philoctetes, still gripping Herakles' bow, has been self-exiled
for three thousand years, in other words until the present day.'
Abandoned in agony and dishonored by his fellow Greeks,
Philoctetes, like the exiles on Makronisos—indefinitely marooned
until they recanted their communist party affiliation—knows the
Greeks will always return to him to try to get possession of
his bow, but they will never succeed. The alienation could not
be clearer.

Many of Myrsiades' poems reflect the political and moral
alienation he felt during the period in which Greece was dom-
inated by the Junta (1967-1974) . Myrsiades' intellectual resistance
to the Junta and knowledge of the torture that was inflicted
on opponents of the regime are mediated through myth.

A YOUNG WOMAN FLEES THE POLYTECHNIC
UNIVERSITY RIOTS OF 1974

On Constitution Square
Antigone's swollen nipples
rise on laven breasts
oozing nectar

of honey-red
BLOOD.

"Antigone," the daughter of Oedipus who dared to bury
her brother, Polyneikes, against the wishes of Crean, ruler of
Thebes, is the voice of conscience and moral law resisting Creon's
politics and arbitrary decree. Myrsiades has used her to represent
those who were tortured during the Greek junta's dictatorship.
One of the tortures was to beat the breasts of female captives.
The junta did its best to suppress evidence of these tortures to
prevent tourist boycotts from hurting the economy, but reports
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of the tortures continued to leak out from relatives to the out-
side world, where exiles and travellers reported them to the
western media.

The alienation of the older generation from the younger
is another aspect of alienation in Myrsiades poems. The changes
to middle and then to old age in men affects their relationships
to women, as vicarious replaces actual pleasure. Old peasant
men in Greece, confronted with the fact that the world has
passed them by, are regarded by the young as ridiculous; they
watch the tourists, who watch them in turn, as though they
were animals in a zoo. Young tourists and young Greeks have
much in common, but the most important is the desire to dif-
ferentiate themselves from their elders to show they are of
marriageable age. The transition from desirability to disinterest
to the opposite sex due to age is a major blow to anyone's ego.

THE HOUSE IN VOURLIOTES

The saints in their wooden casings
looked stern above the stained bedsheets
(which smelled of urine)
next to the asbestos-white fireplace.

Only the droning of the rain
beat on the wood window shutters
and on the tin awning of the outer door.

On the village squar,
iconic figures sipped ouzo
and eyeballed a young blonde tourist
who crossed her legs
to expose a dozen fleshy thighs.

From the cafés
the sirens beckoned
with the smell of resin wine
and the beguiling sounds of bubbling narghiles.
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In "The House in Vourliotes" we find a peasant's house,
with its remote, disapproving icons. The person who sleeps in
the bed is either incontinent or uncared for or both. The rain,
a symbol for weeping, rattles against the house. The aged saints
suddenly become the old men in the kafeneion, "iconic" in their
expressionless but concentrated staring at a sexy, blonde tourist.
But the Sirens of the title are ironic. In the traditional myth,
the Sirens lure sailors to their destruction.' These men are
prevented by their age from responding, and cannot respond
to the song.

A PAEAN TO SISYPHUS, A SAMIAN PEASANT
LABORING IN HIS VINEYARD
(for my father)

He rides his donkey up and down,
fated to ceaseless toil in a land of rock and vines.

Wrinkled
like grapes bathed in soot
and spread on sheets to dry upon an oven earth.

Obsessed
by a vineyard made fertile on human flesh.

Dismembered
by yellow scorpions which suck on his life's wine.

"A Paean to Sisiphus" subtitled "for my father" is a
memorial to the Greeks who have worn their bodies out work-
ing in their small vineyards, generation after generation, year
in year out, while scorpions suck their blood. Their faces as-
sume the color and texture of raisins. Sisyphus is a paradigm
for futility, although he is the "cleverest of men" and fools
Death and Hades. He is condemned to roll a rock uphill, which
always rolls back down again?' The riding of the donkey up
and down reflects that image.
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LIFE AT THE VILLAGE CEMETERY

At noon,
Persephone ascends
stung by a scorpion sun
to stroll the village streets.

At dusk,
Persephone descends
with olive oil and incense
to light the dark
and kill the stench
of rotting bones.

Persephone, the wife of Hades and protectress of the dead,
is usually represented as a young girl or dignified matron.'
Although her age is left vague, I take her to be an old woman,
wandering through an abandoned village, at the hour of mad-
ness, high noon. She still maintains her care for the bones of
the dead, however, as she has for thousands of years, with oil
and incense, which could as easily be Christian as pagan .

The alienation of Greeks of the Diaspora in America is
prominent in Myrsiades' poems, having to do with a yearning
for Greece in conflict with the realization that the return will
never happen; the time for dreams to come true has passed.
These poems by Myrsiades involve the alienation of people from
destinations where they have been happy or where they dream
happiness. might lay. For Myrsiades, this is especially true of
his home island of Samos.

ODYSSEUS LEAVES SAMOS

He watched the dream subside
from the ship's deck
and felt his throat tighten once more
for the island being left behind,
to which he would return
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a stranger
again	

and again.

"Odysseus Leaves SaMos," which suggests Odysseus' de-
parture for Troy, seems quite clearly to reflect Samos and
Myrsiades' feeling of alienation from a place he thinks of as
home. The autobiographical nature of the poem is reflected in
the phrase "again and again," for Odysseus's return as a stranger
to Ithaca occurs only once. There is, however, a restlessness
implicit in the poem that reminds one of the alienation of
Kazantzakis Odysseus in Book II of The Odyssey: A Modern
Sequel after his return to Ithaca:

His island seems a strange place now,
for a new generation flourishes, and
the town elders, with whom he had longed
to confer seem rotting, senile, timid 16

AN IMMIGRANT PLOTS HIS HOMECOMING
FROM WATERLOO, IOWA

Three thousand years since Troy
past the single-eyed giant
and the singing sea-whores,
beyond the dogs that howl
only the final lap remains.

Daily at the window
he scans seaward

somewhere above Enderlein's Clothes
on Fourth Street, Waterloo, Iowa
with a bottle of Seagram's

at his side,
a dead fish

on the window sill,
and an old trunk

full of hope.
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Now consumptive,
wrinkled,
be can only dream

for the Penelope

the Telemachus

that never was,

yet to be,

as he plots his homecoming
at the Orpheum matinee.

"An Immigrant Plots His Homecoming From Waterloo,
Iowa," like "A Greek Leftist in a Concentration Camp After
the German Occupation," suggests three thousand years of wait-
ing for a return to Greece. Myrsiades describes a Greek of the
Diaspora who dreamed of making his fortune in America be-
fore returning to Greece in triumph. In preparation for his re-
turn, he sacrificed everything, marriage, children; all he has left
is a trunk full of hope (Pandora's box comes to mind here).
Now that he is too old to return, he still imagines his return.

A SAMIAN IMMIGRANT AFTER
TWENTY YEARS IN IOWA

He farts
under the bed sheets
smothered by youthful breasts,
siring hybrid Greeks
with a Protestant wife.

Twenty years
at the John Deere Tractor Works,

He dreams
of leaping dolphins
in the foundry fire.

"A Samian Immigrant After Twenty Years In Iowa" is an-
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other dream of return, this one destroyed because the man has
accepted his life in the Diaspora and married a young, Protestant
American, cutting his link to Greece. His life is secure, but his
spirit is stunted.

The alienation of the artist or prophet runs strongly in
the poems discussed below. Like all Greek prophecies, they are
ambiguous, obscure, and somewhat contradictory, and because
of this, they are among Myrsiades' strongest poems in terms of
their imagery and originality.

A CENTAUR PREPARES AN EMIGRANT
FOR HIS JOURNEY ABROAD
(after Pasolini's Medea)

"Beyond that black streak on the lucid sea,"
the man-horse said,

"where reason is far different from our own,
reality is myth and only the mythical are real.
There you will recover the golden fleece."

"Beyond the boundry of the sky
where the sun turns black as a horsehair sack,"

the human horse observed,
"you will find a love
who will ax for you her flesh
to steal the ram's gold hide
that you may learn the goatskin's worth."

"Then in a world that ignores the vineyards for the sea,"
the desecrated beardless, horse explained,

"she will bear you sons
whom she will baptize in blood
and you will raise in flames."

One such poem is "A Centaur Prepares an Emigrant for
His Journey Abroad (after Pasolini's Medea)." The reference
is to Piero Pasolini's remarkable film Medea (1969) with the
incomparable Maria Callas in the title role. The prophet in the
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poem is a divine centaur, Cheiron; it is Jason, given to him
as a baby to raise that he speaks, not to Medea.17

The black streak is a horizon line, which appears as a land
of the imagination, where the Golden Fleece (the imagination
itself) is located. The sun turning black may refer to Medea's
powers as an enchantress. The goatskin refers to tragedy which
means goat song in ancient Greek. The world which "ignores
the vineyards for the sea," in which Medea will bear her children,
is the ship, Argo, itself. The baptism is Medea's murder of the
children and the flames are the funeral pyre in which Jason
must burn them."

GRAPE HARVEST IN NIAG

1.

A stallion sun

and thrashes her
	 mounts an unsuspecting earth

with rays of light.

A naked woodnymph,

clasps her pair of quivering thighs
around a vineyard of multi-colored suns.

the sun-baked earth,

IlL
Sun rays
pierce the round taut skins
and impregnate the suspended ball clusters,

Rupturing
they stain the earth

with wine.
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IV.
A naked nymph

lolls in the noonday sun
heavy

with a million fleshy purple breasts

V.
A sun-dyed Dionysus	

emasculates
a plump upended penis

ejaculating	
muscatel.

"Grape Harvest In Niag" is divided into five, small sec-
tions. The first equates the sun with a stallion and the earth
with a woman. The equation of the sun and a horse or horse
god is at least as old as the Hittites and probably earlier. The
sun appears here as a fertility symbol reused in the second sec-
tion in which a woodnymph has intercourse with the sun. The
third and fourth sections equate the growing grapes with women's
bodies ,the wine they produce as birth. The final section depicts
Dionysos himself as a combination vegetal and human fertility
symbol.

To conclude our discussion of Myrsiades' poems, myth as
mediation has affirmed his identity as a Greek in the fullest
sense. He has broadened that tradition by including the ex-
periences of Greeks in America, and by doing so has enriched
the literature of both peoples.

NOTES

1The best known advocate of this view is C. Levi-Strauss. For a
good discussion of his ideas on mediation in relation to Greek mythology
see G. S. Kirk, The Nature of Greek Myths, (Harmondsworth,
1974), 82-87.

2J. M. Hurwit, The Art and Culture of Early Greece, 1100480 B.C.

(Ithaca, 1985), 48-53.

plump with wine.
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°For the oral processes of composition in Greece and the modern
Balkans see A. BI Lord, The Singer of Tales (Cambridge, MA, 1960).

4For an excellent essay on this dialogue between creation and
destruction see M. Yourcenar, That Mighty Sculptor, Time, tr. W.
Kaiser (New York, 1992), 57-62; repr. from "Le temps, ce grand
sculpteur," Revue des voyages, 15 (1954), 6-9.

°Attic Red Figure cup by Douris from Cerveteri, 480-470 B.C.
Rome, Vatican Museum. J. Bordman, Athenian Red Figure Vases: The
Archaic Period (London, 1975), 139, fig. 288; L. Radermacher, Mythos
und Sage bei den Griechen, 2 ed. (Vienna, 1938), 157-237; J. D.
Beazley, Attic Red Figure Vase Painters, 2 ed. (Oxford, 1963), I, 437,
no. 116 (hereafter ARV2); P. E. Aria and M. Hirmer, A History of
1000 Years of Greek Vase Painting (New York, 1962), fig. 147 with
literature. Cf. an Attic Red Figure column krater New York, Metro-
politan Museum of Art, 34.11.7, F. Brommer, Vasenlisten zur griechischen
Heldensage, 3 ed. (Marburg, 1973), 490-491; ARV2, I, 524, no. 28
and a parody of the scene Bologna, Museo Civico, 190 ARV2, I, 524,
no. 27.

°J. G. Frazer, Pausanias' Description of Greece, 6 vols. (London,
1898) with extensive commentary. See also L. R. Farnell, The Cults
of the Greek States (Oxford, 1895), vols. repr. Chicago, 1971.

7For a general account of ancient Greek exile see D. M. MacDowell,
s.v. "Ostracism" The Oxford Classical Dictionary, 2 ed. (Oxford, 1972),
762-763. For a step by step account of exile under the Junta see the
publication of the Committee for the Restoration of Democratic Govern-
ment in Greece, Contributing Editors, Stratis Haviaris, Emanuel Maxwell,
Gail H., Theodore Sedgwick and Alaster Kennel, Eleutheria, published
1970-1974.

°The Samian myth relates that Dionysos came to the island pur-
suing the Amazons, who had rejected his advances. He enlisted the
help of the Samians, and all the Amazons were killed. As a reward,
he taught them viticulture, and Samian wine became the most famous
wine of antiquity. See D. Davaris, Samos: Pythagoras' Island, trans.
M. Heath (Athens, n.d.), 4, 6.

°Homer, The Odyssey, IX, 11. 256-566.
10H. J. Rose, s.v. "Thersites," The Oxford Classical Dictionary,

2 ed. Oxford, 1972), 1061.
11As stated by him in discussion during a lecture by the author at

West Chester State University, December 16, 1992.
"H. J. Rose, s.v. "Philoctetes," The Oxford Classical Dictionary,

2 ed. (Oxford, 1972), 818.

13G.M.A. Hanfmann and J.R.T. Pollard, s.v. "Sirents," OCD21 993;
Homer, The Odyssey, xii, 39, 184.

"H. J. Rose, s.v. "Sisyphus," OCD2' 994.
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15The cult of Kore/Persephone was especially strong in the Greek
cities of Sicily, her sacred island. Thousands of terracotta votive statues
of her were dedicated in the cemeteries there. See J. S. Crawford,
R. Smith and K. Gumz, "," Ancient Art at the University of Delaware
(Newark, DE, 1987), 79-81.

16N. Kazantzakis, The Odyssey: A Modern Sequel, tr. K. Friar
New York, 1958), 780.

'7Apollonios Rhodios, Argonautica, trans. R. Seaton (Cambrdige,
MA, 1988), Bks.	 H. J. Rose, s.v. "Jason," OCD21 562.

18See Euripides, Medea.
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Hecuba's Sisters:
Charon and the Greek Lament

by MINAS SAVVAS

It was Montaigne who commented once that the peasant
has a profound acceptance and patience toward death, and if one
were to say that this is because of stupidity, then, added the
French sage, "Let's all learn from stupidity." (Choron, 100.)
The folk laments of the Greeks are products of the peasant
mind. They are simple and often profound sentiments of un-
lettered, unheralded women who lived mostly in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries and who carried on unto the present
a tradition which can be traced back to Homer and the Greek
tragedies.

Women like Hecuba and Andromache sing laments for
Hector in the Iliad; similarly Electra mourns her father and
Antigone her brother. In Mycenean times—as during the laying
out of Patroklos—women again dominate the ceremony and
their lamenting is evident. Professional mourners in Homer
(called threnon exarhoi) sang a formal lament, the thrInos, as
opposed to the glios, sung by relatives and close friends (Goland,
30). Margaret Alexiou's extensive work in the evolution of the
Greek lament demonstrates not only its ancient connections but
its evolution through Hellenistic, Byzantine and late Medieval
periods. She argues, for example, that though little is known
of the Epitaphios Threnos (the haunting and popular dirge
for the entombed Christ), sung on Good Friday, we do know
that it was vocalized as early as the fourteenth century. In it,
the weeping Mary, is even more central than her crucified son
and "the Christian imagery of light and of darkness is remarkably

MINAS SAVVAS is professor, Department of English and Comparative
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close to the imagery of the modern folk laments"—as it is also,
both in imagery and theme, similar to the ancient laments for
Adonis. (Alexiou, The Ritual Lament, 66.)

There are, in fact, many parallels between the modern
moiroldgii and earlier laments for the dead. The reccurrent ref-
erences to a young brave lad (a leventis or pallikari) wrestling
for his life with Charon, for example, could be found in
Alkestis who is rescued by the intervention of Hercules who
wrestles Thanatos and upon defeating him allows Alkestis to
be restored to Admetos. The notion of death as a journey, the
placing of a coin in the mouth of the deceased, even the kcilyva
(the concoction of boiled wheat, raisins and pomegranates in
memory of the departed) are among the elements that unite
the ancient with the modern.2 Motifs such as that of earth as
mate and the association of death and marriage, so frequent
in modern moirolOgia, can equally be traced back to the singers
around Hector's corpse and to Antigone's last speeches in
Sophocles. John Lawson, moreover, states that "the mourners
who led the lamentation were probably then, as now, hired,
for Plato speaks of paid minstrels at funerals using a particular
kind of music known as Carian—a custom suggestive of an-
tiquity" (Lawson, 347). Then as now, it seems, to be buried
dx.A.avroc ("unmoumed") is a horrible omission. We see this
not only in Antigone, of course, but, even earlier, in Elpinor's
plea to Odysseus before leaving the island of Circe. Similarly,
Lawson adds, "an organized ceremony of lamentation is at the
present day an essential part of every Greek funeral." (Lawson,
345.)3

Most of these often improvised folk-poems of eighteenth
and nineteenth century Greece have been collected and published
by various admirers. The earliest collector of Greek folk songs
(including moiroldgia) was Claude Fauriel who published a fairly
large anthology in Paris in 1824, during the Greek Revolutionary
War. Another early folklorist, Georghios Evlambios, strongly
believed that the moirolOgia, among all the world's folk poetry,
were "the only exclusively Greek form of song." (Evlambios, vi.)
While there are exceptions (the songs from inner Mani, for in-
stance) ,4 most of the Greek folk songs are composed in deca-
pentasyllabic lines. Each line is comprised of hemistichs of either
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seven or eight syllables and is constructed in either trochaic
or iambic meter, generally unrhymed but with a properly robust
musical cadence. Verbs seem to dominate and the imagery utilizes
abundant personification and frequently poetic devices like
metonymy and synecdoche.'

Invariably, none of these demotic poems identifies its author.
Expressing her/his emotion appears to have been more important
to the composer than getting credit for the skill of conveying
that emotion. Fauriel observed that "the single thing about
which we can be sure, as far as the author of a poem is con-
cerned, taken at random from the mediocre to the most beauti-
ful, is that the poet never learned to read or write, never learned
about versification or poetry and did not aim, in composing the
poem, at anything beyond the satisfaction of a need of his
imagination, to express a personal emotion, and certainly not
to prove his poetic genius." (Fauriel, 53.) The dirges, which
constitute a strong segment of Greek folk poetry, are no excep-
tion. Yet, while it cannot be said of the demotic songs in gen-
eral, about the folk dirges we can assert that—in keeping with
ancient Greek mourning—they are sung almost entirely by women.
A masculine-oriented society, it seems, predicated on• the notion
that the male should eschew crying and overt expression of deep
grief, has given women the privilege not only to sing laments
but to have the leading role in nearly all facets of the funeral,
"To tuotpok6i, itou bay Tcapuga OTOV dcybpa Kai o-rnv
qm5ari TOO, kylVE COTO KXE LOT LKX5C ItpovOtil.0 Tic yuvaticac."
("The lament, not suitable to a man and his nature, has become
the exclusive prerogative of the woman"), writes one Greek
folklorist (Komninos, 13). Echoing Anna Cara.velli-Chaves, the
musicologist Gail Horst-Warhaft wrote that the lament "provided
[women] with a compensating sphere of power to the more ob-
vious social dominance of the village men"- while, concurrently,
it has been used "as a bond and communicative device between
women of the village, cementing ties between them." In keep-
ing with ancient references, the moirologistres are frequently
professional female threnodists (paid with grain or vegetables
and sometimes cash) who come around the coffin and take turns
singing from their repertoire day and night. In many rural re-
gions of Greece where ritual lamentation still survives, young
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girls are taught, along with other popular ballads and songs,
both well-established laments as well as the skill in improvising
their own. "The separation of men and women during the vital
moments of ritual [the funeral)," writes Alexiou, "illustrates
the importance of women in matters so intimately concerned
with death." (The Ritual Lament, 47.)

Though it seems to be less true in the last decades, Lawson
in 1914 observed that "in some districts the women nearest of
kin to the deceased are almost thought to fail in their duty to
him if they do not work themselves up into an hysterical mood
and testify to the wildness of their grief by tearing out their hair
and scratching their cheeks till the blood flows" (347). The
lament, in fact, is a means by which emotion is released and
grief assuaged. Furthermore, it simplifies the subtle complexities
of death and reforms existent mythology with fresh and tangible
imagery through which the mystery of the inevitable can be better
undestood. Death will come in any case, but what counts here is
the wellspring of the imagination regarding this inescapable des-
tiny; what counts is the simple eloquence, unleashed at that
moment. Unlike the verses in, say, The Egyptian Book of the
Dead which are aimed to avert misfortunes at the hands of mis-
chievous spirits who live in darkness and infest the lower world,
the Greek folk poetry of lament either expresses the virtues of
the departed and the grief for her/his loss, or it ruminates on
the ironies and circumstances of mortality, or it may speculate
on the texture of "the other world." Konstantinos Lardas even
suggests another cathartic function. He says that "the souls of
the dead, on hearing these songs sung for their departure, are
made lighter" (xiii). In any case death is confronted with as
much concreteness as metaphors will allow. Like life, death
should have some meaning, and the implicit message in these
death songs is that death means nothing if no one talks about
it. In one lament, the mourning is a cue to the rest of the world
to grieve as well:

Av bEv cpouomboa fl19-6Xaoaa o 8pc5cxoc BEv aarcp(CEL
Kl av SEV GE KX.dCLIJEl 1 (16'V= GOU o Kbotioc SEV EkaNDOCEL.

["If the sea will not swell and foam, the rock will not be bleached
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and if your mother will not mourn, the world will shed no tears.")

In another more poignant song, we have an interesting reversal
in which the departed daughter requests less grieving:

liapaKaXth GE, ithvva tiou, in& xacpri va tiou K&4.l.ELC
Mtg. CYOU yeptla TOO yrpuoi) t.tiv nidivEic tioipoXOyi
yia-rt SE1It1/6EL 0 XdCp0VTI:XC TT1V XapOVTLCY6C TOO.
KpaTC;) 1<El:A Kai cpeyycn TOUC, yucat KCO, TOUC KEpvc5ccia,

eCKOUGa T11 CICOVOOXIX 000 1(1.' EanckpaE 11 Kapbtc5c
taou payiGTEL TO yuaM KOCL TO KEpi. [IOU otliarq,

Kai 076:41. 1-1 crraXa tou KEptot5 pus' TOO C anoaailavoug
Kaia TCOV yucpckbov Ta xpuccac TOO VI.CbVE TO: CYTOMSLO:.
eUtIOVEL 0 X6p0C 1.I.E TO: LIE, g' 'T11 piat5pri	 plxva,
TO GT6tia aipta	 axEiXi taw cpappsim.

["I have a favor to ask, mother, o please, I beg you:
never begin to sing laments when sunset falls around,
for Charon and his matron then sit down to have their supper.
I hold the torch that lights their room, the glass to pour their wine,
and then your voice reached my ears, tearing my heart to pieces,
it cracked the glass that I held, put out the torch I carried
spreading its cinders on the dead below the darkened surface
and burned the brides' dowries, the youths' resplendent trappings.
And Charon furious with me, hurled me in the cursed ground,
my mouth dripping with my blood, my lips with taste of venom."y

Lardas, in a note on this folk lament, suggests that here is
an "attempt of the dead child to ease the mother's grief. If she
knows that her cries at night disturb and anger the fierce Charon,
perhaps she'll not cry out at night; so, she might rest, so she
might cease her mourning" (343). What fascinates, in any case,
is the imagination inherent in the plea: it implies that the dead
cannot only hear the living (which is why so many laments
address the departed) but that the living lamenters can imagine
the dead speaking in response.

As suggested by the folk lament above, ubiquitous in these
compositions is the figure of Charon. He is called fierce, dark,
bitter, great, merciless, outlaw, and cruel, and it is in his presence
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that we may discern the connection between the ancient tradi-
tion of lament with modern dirges. Charon, of course, is the
ancient Greek ferryman of souls. The earliest extant reference
to him is found in the epic of Minyas, as mentioned in Pausanias
(10.18.1). Charon is also to be found in Euripides and Aris-
tophanes,8 among other ancient references, and described as a
man in late middle-age, stern and often silent. It appears that
he has replaced Hermes psychopombOs who, in the Odyssey, for
example, carries the slain suitors' souls to Hades. There are some
Far Eastern, especially Sumerian, references to a journey and a
ferryman, but nothing as explicit, as clearly defined, as the Greek
Charon (Terpening, 15-17). According to Diodorus Siculus,
Charon entered Greece through Egypt, but it is possible that
his origins may be sought among the Greeks of Magna Graecia.
Homer does not mention Charon, but Aeschylus in The Seven
Against Thebes speaks of him as one whose boat is "ever
plying its way across Acheron with black sails ... to the land
where Apollo may not set foot, the sunless regions." (856 f f )

The modern Greek folk songs appear to use Charon with
some alterations . . . Alexiou is correct in disagreeing with
Lawson when he says that "to the common folklore of Greece
from the Pelasgian era down to this day, Charon has undergone
no essential changes" (Modern Greek Folklore, 224). More often
than not, the ancient Charon's task is to carry souls to Hades,
not, as in the modern versions, to end life. Terpening, too, in-
forms us that in the ancient myth the person ferried by Charon
"may create a disturbance by threatening to use physical force"
(12); there is no such incident, to my knowledge, in any of the
modern allusions to this still pagan deity. Charon may be chal-
lenged to a wrestling match, in rnoiroldgia before death occurs,
but it seems futile to do So when the soul is being ferried away.
Thus, we should qualify Richard and Eva Blum's- observation
that many Greek villages see fate as somewhat capable of being
controlled in "granting man freedom to forestall his death
either in practical ways by living sensibly, or through propitia-
tion of the supernaturals ... Death itself is personified as Charon
with whom one can negotiate at least some tiny measure of the
when and how of dying" (313). The attempts at negotiation
are indeed present in the moirolOgia, but Charon repeatedly
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sneers and resists all efforts to bribe him or to negotiate. In the
words of one lament, as translated by Lardas:

I'm not their mother, that I should care for them
I'm not their father that I should feel some sorrow.
They call me Black Earth. They call me Bitter Poison.

While the Church for some time resisted and forbade men-
tion of Charon in formal death rituals, the pagan ferryman was
again to prove triumphant, He and much of the lamenting that
smacked of paganism eventually came to be tolerated. Some
Christian ideas and beliefs encroached on the contents of few
modern dirges, but generally the paganism of Charon and the
details surrounding him have remained unaltered. The most
fundamental change in Charon's evolution is his role in the
zeitgeist of mortality. He is not just the ferryman of souls now;
he is Death. He does not just transport souls through the dark
waters of Styx, he actively works to end life. He is also now
more tangible than the ancient figure, he is more anthropo-
morphic, more identifiable, more declamatory. Just as it is gen-
erally true that "Christian faith has not penetrated the escha-
tology of the folk song" (Dimaras, 17), so it is valid to say
that no fundamental Christian belief (say, confession or redemp-
tion) has penetrated the fundamental entity of Charon. Alexiou
finds that the ancient Charon had been already transformed into
"a night thief of souls" as early as the tenth and up to the
thirteenth century in Byzantine texts (Modern Greek Folklore,
225), a feature that (paradoxically for that time) does not
seem to be inspired by any fundamentalist Christian reference.

In any event, the Charon of the Greek folk songs is not
the skeletal Grim Reaper of Western Europe, but â. róbust, dark,
fleshy figure. Eventually we come to learn that he has a wife
(Charontisa) and a son, and even some adopted children—
young souls he has carried away and kept in his house as his
own. Even a natural daughter is mentioned, but rarely and mostly
in reference to marrying a handsome new arrival to the "other
world." Now we also learn of his mother—a less shadowy figure
than the other members of Charon's family—a compassionate
woman who begs her son to spare people, to take a rest. In
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one such lament, she even warns mothers and other kin to be on
the lookout for her dark-clad, predacious son:

Ilkouv noubiac ac' TOC KpOtpouvE,	 abacpia ac' To(
cpa.dcouv

yuvaiKEc TWA/ KCOlaV aVTpd), VOC Kpt5tpouva toug civTpEc
yiae exco yu5 Ku-op/Tut yio:TE 	 re) xoupaeipo
oao Tic 1/6)(TEC ItERITCXTEC Kai Tic cxuyec KOUpOti5E1
KC oircADEL watc naipvEL TOUC Suó, Ke art(58pEi boo

TOV eva
KC oithepa KC Cva vovccxa, KE(VOV TOV EICX.1p(EL.

["Mothers protect your children, sisters shelter your brothers
wives of men of honesty, find refuge for your husbands
for I have a hunter son, a son who is a brigand,
at nights he stalks continuously and pillages in mornings,
when meeting three he takes two, when two then one will die
and when he finds one alone, he simply blots him out.")

Sometimes Charon is described as winged, and though his
home is "the lower world" (o keit° kOsmos) or Hades, in a
handful of modern dirges he is even seen in Paradise. This
shouldn't be surprising since on occasion—in one of the few
Christian intrusions—we hear him say that he is doing the pre-
ordained work of God. To a young man, scared as he is be-
cause he is about to be snatched away, Charon responds:
AEGkVT11, tatEiXE o eEakc va Tdpco TTIV tpuxli O'OU ("God
send me clown, o brave young lad, to fetch your soul away").
It is almost a sympathetic response, given 2000 years later, to
one of the funerary inscriptions (in the Palatine Anthology)
which asks:

naVTCC CCX6pTCCyE, XatIDE, Tl TOV vao axOptaya
6prraEc ' AvrocXo ;

iK6c (YOU bav .06:Tav Ki' av TthaO:VE yEpaagVOC ;

["Insatiable as always, Charon, why did you drag Attalos
away?
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Would he not have been yours if he had died in old
age?")

(VII, 671)

Most times if not always, however, Charon seems to relish his
work and is obdurate to all pleas and offers of ransom. Xapa
piou SEV laripcbvEaai, XdpE if bay TiatpvEic ypOola
("Charon, no one can bribe you, you will accept no florins"),
says one lament from Aetolia. And in one of the most moving
of the dirges (it was one of Fauriel's favorites), Charon is asked
not to be paid in exchange for life but is asked for a much
smaller favor. His response reflects the strength and poignancy
of human love:

Fiat( gym ilac5pa Ta Gouva Kai CYTkOUV 8oupKca[thva;
Mv avEtioc Ta TtoX.E[1.6c, inr)vcx epoxii Ta bepvEi;
K' oub' exvEtioc -Ea TroXE1.16c, 	 oube	 bapvEi,
px5vE bio:GaivEi o XexpOVTag ilE Touc aitoaatilvoug.
Zapvsi TOUC V1.0t5C art6 pirpooth, TOUC yepOVTEC KC(TOTCL
Ta Tpucpapck Itat56Troa.a 'ç	 GEXXa apccOLaatthva.
rlapaKaXoOv cm. yapoirrEc K' 01. vL)t. yovaTi.Couv,
Kat Ta titxpdc Trat.56TrouXa Ta xepia oTaupcogva:
X6pE vou,	 ccrth xcopi6, KeirTGE GE )(Oa GpOori,
va 1mot5v 01 yapovrEc vEpO, Kt c1 vto( va Xi.-0.aptGoov
Kat. Ta limp& T[aibencouXa Xotaoaia va I.LaWouv.

— AVEC btaGc) aTrO xcapui, av cerr6 KpOa GpOori,
pxorrat 01 taavEc yEa vtp6, yvcoFgouv Ta itoabuk TOUC

yV(i)igOVTal avtpOyuva Kai xcopiatIO EiEv txouv.

[`Dark are the hills and mountains, they stand all black and tearful.
Are they struggling with the wind? Are they hard-whipped by rain?
There is no struggle with the wind, no whipping by the rain,
only old Charon marches on with all the dead together.
He drags the young all up in front, the older dead behind,
and all the tender young ones bunched up atop his saddle.
The young get down on their knees, the old ones are pleading
and all the little children with crossed arms wait:
0 Charon, please, let's make a stop, rest by the village fountain
and let the elders have a drink, the young to have some play
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and let the tender children gather some stray flowers.
— Neither in town will I stop, nor by the village fountain;

to fetch water mothers come and recognize their children
and couples meet and kiss and hug and never can be parted.")

Not only will Charon reject bribes and tearful pleas, but in many
of the dirges (reminiscent of God in the English mystery plays)
he is heard bragging:

rine i arttelav Ta pillia&o: 1(1' auXatc apocxv ma TOOL
KL abacpta itou EEXC)pLc,a not) 'crav ayanri 1.th/cc
K1! OL =0:TEC Kcyapavav Ta KL' 0 KO01.10C aTpet.LEv' Ta,
xOp Loa 1.1c5cvEc 'irro TratOtec, Traibtec 'Tcou Toot ii.cxyckbEc
axeoptaa KC avTp6yuva no() 'aav ayourrwiva.

[lust look the homes I've wasted, look at the cob-webbed gardens
the brothers I have torn apart, brothers who loved each other,
the pride of paths they had walked, the awe of those who knew them.
I parted mothers from their kids, kids torn away from mothers
and couples who had been in love, in all their youth and glory.")

Knowing that he could defeat any mortal, Charon, in various
versions of these modern dirges, agrees to one mortal request:
to concede to a young man's challenge to wrestle him, just as
Charon has come to snatch him away. We see this in the epic
hero Dighenis' famous bout with Charon, and we see it again
in several laments where Charon wrestles lads of prowess who,
"near twilight," like Dighenis, are unavoidably defeated. More
than likely, it is out of this common folk reference that we get
the popular modern Greek compound-word xaparraXgOEt. ("he
is wrestling with Charon"), applied to someone who is awaiting
death.

Though the lament—Evlambios' view notwithstanding—is
not unique to Greece, the personification of Charon, with such
specific features, can be said to be exclusively Greek. In Al-
banian, Hungarian, Finnish of Rumanian dirges, for example,
death is scarcely or never personified in the Greek manner.
Alexiou argues that "the comparatively sophisticated concept
of Charos in Greek folklore can probably be attributed to the
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antiquity and complexity of the tradition" (Modern Greek
Folklore, 224). Nevertheless, diversified creativity, local tradi-
tion and the infrequent encroachment of Christian elements, have
given the modern Greek Charon a less than homogeneous iden-
tity. Sometimes he is a thief, a pirate, or a seemingly independent
immortal; other times he is an agent of God, a replacement or
colleague of Archangel Michael or an associate of St. Peter.
More often than not, however, he is the unyielding, unpleasant
force mentioned earlier. He is shown at work in his official
duties or in "domestic" situations, apparently proud of his
handiwortk and his dealings with helpless mortals.

Recurrent in a number of the Greek folk laments, for in-
stance, we find references to Charon as a gardener:

0 X6poc EGotArlOrpce va crtecari ItEpt66X.t.
136vEt. Tic wag yta XEllowtq, Toug vLok yta Kunaptcraia,
66:vEt Kat ta taxpc5: iraibidc yapoOtpaXa Kat. GLOXEc,
eGaXe KL 'mug ykpovrEc CYTOV ¶O(0 TOO TptyOpo).

C"Charos decided to make a garden ...
he puts young girls as lemon trees, young men as cypresses,
and he puts small children as carnations and gillyflowers,
and he put old men all round on his fence.")

(Alexiou translation, The Ritual Lament, 201)

The extended metaphor in the lament relates also to the ubiquitous
allusions to Spring and to the world as a garden, with people as
trees or flowers, plucked or uprooted by a volatile, unpredictable
Charon, whether the growths have matured or not. The view
of one folklorist is worth quoting here: -

The relationship between nature and culture, plants
and human beings is developed even further in the
symbolic language of Greek funeral laments and death
rituals. If plants are food, and if human beings are
like plants, then human beings must also, at least in

 contexts, be food. It is proof of the internal
coherence of the symbolic system under consideration
that the metaphor of human beings as food is .well
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developed in the laments ... The image of the human
body being eaten by the earth is one of the most
graphic and frigtening in the entire corpus of Greek
funeral laments.

(Danforth, 99-100)

The earth is synonymous, thereby, with Charon's carnivorous
ways. As one of the folk threnodies puts it: H y gym axOp-
Tar!, TIOTa bEV 15a xopTOPEL ("The earth is so insatiable;
it's never satisfied"). In another antiphonal lament, the mother
asks and the daughter responds:

— Fla ?EEC .LOU,[ 	 1TEC Lou, varna IOU, TO nag 0' EbeXTEL
Xs:Spec ;

— Ta yovath .LOUt 	 TOV vccra, OTX citi'r L axouirrraat,
av TOV TCEI.V6GE1 ytec cpayt, Tpcoys airO TO }<omit Imo,

KC av TOV blti4CrEl. yta vEpO,	 ox -ra öuó pou

[-0 tell me, tell me, my sweet girl, how did Charon greet you?
— I hold him, mother, on my knees, he leans upon my bosom

and if he hungers for some food, he eats of my body
and if he's thirsty then he drinks the water from my eyes.)

It is perhaps for this reason that, one long dead, the Greeks
will say, Toy cpayE o Xdpec ("He has been devoured by
Charon").

Besides his garden made of souls, we also hear of a tower
built from Charon's spoils. We may also hear of Charon's ship:
at the stern are those who have died of sickness; in the middle
of the ship the souls of the old people; at the bows those who
have fallen in battle. These variations regarding Charon's realm
are primarily dependent, as other features, on •the moirolOgi's
region of origin, but, on the average, Charon's abode is the
gloomy expanse of Hades, where Charon—mostly independent
or, on few occasions, as an agent of God—lords over the souls
of young and old. Euphemisms like "the other world" and "the
lower world" are invariably references to this modern Hades
which, resembles the afterworld of the ancients rather than the
fiery, devil-filled kOlasis of orthodox Christianity. The dead
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find the sunless place depressing (and in some laments even
try, unsuccessfully, to escape), but the Hades of modern Greek
folklore is not the bizzare torturous Hell of Dante or of Joyce
(in A Portrait of the Artist). We get a glimpse of the Hades
of the Greek folk laments as a mother addresses her daughter.
The negative features of the place, it appears, are silence, dark-
ness and separation:

Kóp1I_LOU CYE KXELBaCraVE Kett()) CYTTIV AA.1101.10V11,
Irou' g' TO prca 51youv Ta KXELBla,' g'	 tGya bEv

EiCvouv
Kat g TO rtatvoavddpayt.ta minxTdc (YE 1.1.CCVTaX6VOUV,
TCOU KO1311 [16VVag BEV 1.11XE1, tiribe c' Triv KOR 1tiavva,
irribtTCX TeKVa OTOUC yovtok, tiribe OL yam( TeKVa,

KL' 0 eacrtXk aKOL.ta 'KEL	 OXoug ECvat
EKE( TCC CrITITLa OKOTELVa, OL TOIXOL pCCXVLOCCrileVOL
EKE( 11E)45C.X01 Kat titKpot ELv' avaKomatthvol.

["My daughter, they have locked you up, below in that Oblivion
where there are keys for entering but never for the exit,
they bolt the door of each return so you can not come out.
Daughters and mothers can't converse, no words can be exchanged,
parents and sons are silent there, no love, no words, no kisses,
and even kings in that cold world become as one with others.
The houses there are in the dark, the walls cob-webbed and aged,
the great down there and all the small mingle and are the same.")

In some dirges, we hear of the tears of mourners flowing
down the valley of the dead and, in others, it is implied that
these tears are needed by the dead, as an obstacle to total oblivion.
It seems, as with Achilles, •that the biggest deprivation is not to
be alive. Writes R. M. Dawkins: "the notion of being delivered
from the burden of this life, so familiar to us, is entirely foreign
to these people; they are far too fond of earthly life ever to
entertain such a notion," and he quotes a distich from one of
the Greek folk songs, "For all its troubles, life is yet a fair
thing; if a man seeks for death he must be crazy" (143). Another
lament celebrates nature and life as follows:
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KaXOTuxa ECvat Ta d0uvc5c, KaX6Toxoi ay 01 xectrrot
1IOU Xecpo bEv aKapTapotiv, cpovtdc SEV irEptiAvouv
tam/ TrEptvAvouv ecvoLfoi, T' Lopcpo KaXoxatpt
va irpccoLvtOuv Ta Gouvdc, vcc XckaouboOv 01 x(crcot.

rLucky the hills and mountains and lucky are the valleys
who don't expect a murderer, who don't wait for Charon
but just expect the lovely Spring and the exquisite Summer
when all the hills sparkle in bloom and all the valleys flower.")

The time comes, however, when we all must leave the world's
beauty behind, when Charon, as Horace put it, "with impartial
foot knocks at the door of poor men's hovels and kings' palaces."
In the rural traditions of Greece, it is expected that, when one
dies, the body is tended by older women. As in ancient times,
the corpse is then washed with water or wine and dressed in
new attire. This is followed by the decking of the body with
flowers or evergreens. Let us quote from Alexiou as to what
follows:

The early Christian fathers had described popular lamen-
tation at this stage of the funeral as something disor-
derly, only organized when the Church exercised some
control. But among the people today, although the
arrangement of the mourners varies in different parts,
it is not random. Strange mourners must be present,
and they are usually separated from the kinswomen.
The procedure is strict and formal: one of the kins-
women usually leads off, helped by the rest who wail
in chorus, and then, when the chief mourner from the
other side wishes to "take up" the dirge, she stretches
her hand over, the body and grasps the hand of the
mourner on the left. By this silent stretching of the hand,
the dirge is passed over from one group to the other
all day long. This scene of antiphonal lamentation forms
a striking parallel to Hector's wake and to the scene
on many vase-paintings of antiquity, as well as to
Buondelmond's account of a funeral in fifteenth century
Crete. (The Ritual Lament, 40)
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The lamentations may be ex ternpore or traditional and
the hired mourners may or may not be rewarded. As they them-
selves have often stated, it is grief of their own dead that usually
moves and inspires them. Though I had never seen Penelope
Kouvavas sing a lament at a funeral in her village, Levidi
Tripoleos, I asked her to sing one for me while we were sifted
at her house. She was eager to comply, and after the second or
third stanza, tears came flowing down her cheeks. She had been
crying for her brother, killed during the Civil War. "A leventis,
if there ever was one," she explained, and then with a wail,
"Ah, Nikos, where are you, my Nikos!"

The Christian part of the ritual at the church will begin
the next day, when the hired moirologistres either have departed
or relinguish mourning to the next of kin. After the short funeral
service and the customary procession to the cemetery, with the
priest officiating at the burial site, we again may have more
lamentation—this time sung primarily by the kinswomen—while
kayva, bread and wine are passed around to taste. It seems,
therefore, that the complete ritual is comprised of the Christian
funeral service in the church and by the grave, sandwiched
between pagan-inspired, church-sanctioned dirges, with non-
Christian references to Charon and Hades.

According to Danforth, the soul leaves the body through
the mouth [1..tErqv tpur) (no crthi.tor ("with the soul in his
mouth") refers to one facing death), and it is said to have
"set on the road to God."9 Many believe that the soul remains
in the house for three days and then leaves to wander the earth
for forty days. On the fortieth day (sta saranta) invocations and
offerings at a church service are intended to commemorate this
important date of departure to "the other world." At least in
Potamia, Thessaly, according to Danforth, it is believed that the
soul then is presented by Charon "to the Angel of the Lord who
takes it to heaven where God carries out the judgment" (45-46).

The Greek Orthodox Church which tried to eliminate pagan
elements in death rituals, has come to accept them, though often
with sneering indifference, in the last couple of centuries. In
most cases, in fact, a pagan ingredient or reference during an
established death ritual is not as a rule recognized as pagan in
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origin by the participants, or even by the village priest. It may
be the mention of Charon or Hades, the tasting of kOlyval° or,
in some parts of Greece, the placing of a coin in the mouth
of the corpse. Another such example of reconciliation and in-
tegration of Christian and secular folklore is the belief in the
vrykOlakas (revenant or vampire). It is widely believed in Greece
that if a person has led a particularly evil life, or if he had
been excommunicated and the proper death rites were not ad-
ministered, then, when exhumed—as is customary after some
two to seven years—his corpse will have a putrid, especially
grotesque appearance, with the flesh either swollen or withered
and unusually unsightly. In such a case, it is believed, the
deceased has become a revenant and is condemned to eternal
damnation. The vrykOlakas is especially popular in Crete, San-
torini and northern Greece. Lawrence Durrell, who knew Greece
as well as any-Greek and better than most Greeks, relates, wide-
eyed, a relevant incident:

One old priest told me about two ceremonies of exor-
cism he had personally witnessed; said that the physical
results of the prayer were remarkable—the body lit-
erally flew asunder and the joints made a fearful
crackling sound, which he imitated vividly by shuffling
spittle about in his mouth. He also taught me to look
for the sign of a vampire—in case I ever needed to
offer a diagnosis. One never knows what might happen
in Greece, so I accepted his offer with grateful atten-
tion. The corpse when revealed is particularly bladder-
round and fully-fleshed, though deathly white. The
lips, however, are ruby red and the lower lip pends,
round and thirsty looking.

I have never had a chance to apply this strange
lore; only on one occasion did I even get near a vampire
and then I arrived weeks after the ceremony and the
reburial of the church. But I was introduced to a small
boy in the village who was by then a hopeless idiot.
What had happened was this: When they opened the
grave of the vampire—a particularly unpleasant villager,
a moneylender—they found not only that the body was
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particularly fresh after over two years of burial, but
that the orange he held in his hand was still ripe. In-
cautiously, the child peeled and ate it. It turned his
wits and there he is now, a pitiful reminder to us of
the demonic powers of the vampire. I for one believe
all this ... (139-40).

Delay in the dissolution of the lifeless flesh—frequently
thought to be a sign of sanctity in many European lands—is a
mark that the deceased was so cursed and led such a wicked
life that not even mother earth wishes to contain him. Alexiou
translates a couple of lines from one Epirotan dirge which con-
vey the natural way of the corpse's decomposition. The corpse
speaks:

ET Lc wag 7t1pcX KL apacxvtaaa, Eic -ct.c Evvta iluFgco
Kl' CCTC' TCC oapavra	 OarEpa optiok-optiok xcap(cia.

["On the third day I began to moulder, on the ninth I smell
and from the fortieth my limbs fall one by one.")

(The Ritual Lament, 48)

Less graphically but with as much poignance, we may quote from
a poem of Kostis Palamas—a celebrated modern poet (1859-1943)
whose verse reveals conspicuously his debt to the demotic muse:

Ta vidcra xaticc vivorrat Kt' 1 XEGEVTLOC XOpTapl
Kat TO CYCCtVLKO xopvt xatla Kat TO ItaTOOVE.

['Youth melts and changes to dust and heroes turn to grassland
and torsos lithe as the hawk become the earth for trampling.")

The greater interest in a study of the folk laments, how-
ever, springs from the grief and imagination of the living, the
mythopoeia of the moirologistres, the raw, simple eloquence
of uneducated peasant women. As we have seen, there are in-
consistencies in the mythisizing, but that is because of the dif-
ferent periods and localities in which these unaffected threnodies
were composed. It is also because of the diversity of moods and
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circumstance in the face of a profound mystery, a mystery en-
shrouded by myth in every human society. Consequently, the
lore of every culture contains variations and inconsistencies re-
garding death. But there is something relatively unique in the
sensibility that informs the Greek folk lamentations. R. M.
Dawkins summarizes it well:

The Greek love of the world of sense and of human
relations, a feeling which we hardly have in so very
marked degree, finds itself repelled and horrified by
the cessation of these delights. Christian hope may be
a comfort, and at no time does one see such popular
expressions of joy in the Greek Easter, •but a the same
time the feeling of sorrow and deprivation demands
to be expressed, and the mourner finds a real consola-
tion in the dirges sung by the women gathered round
the bier of the dead, and in hearing their heartrending
cries as they dwell on the cruelty of Charos and the
horror of his dim sunless world. But it just this de-
light felt by the Greeks in the visible world that is one
of the reasons why the humblest productions of their
genius, either happy or sorrowful, have for us so per-
manent an attraction. (147)

At least implicitly these folk lamentations of the Greeks
do celebrate life. All too often they refer to Spring, to the
Summer joys, to love, filial and romantic, to the rocks that glisten
in the rain, to the sun-bathed world of hills and flowers, to the
fact that if given more time those who departed could find more
to enjoy. Quite frequently, these dirges even hint a kind of heroic
contempt for death, and the sorrows of this world seem to be
accepted with a shrug and an admirable stoicism. While dis-
cussing the laments with a 76 year-old housewife/moirologistra
from Crete, I had all this in mind when I told her: "But your
life is hard here; there has been much pain and sorrow over the
years [it had to be worse in the eighteenth and nineteenth cen-
turies), there were wars, disease ..." She interrupted: "My son,
listen, pain is like pepper. By itself it's bitter and terrible, •but
when you mix it with all the other things it makes life tastier"
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(pia nOstimi). This, I believe, is an example of the simple but
profound acceptance that Montaigne had in mind, and if it does
derive from naivete or stupidity, then, to quote him again, faute
de mieux, "let's all learn from stupidity."

NOTES

1The word moirolOgi derives either from moire (fate) or from the
verb myromai (to lament). Alodou sides with the former etymology
(Ritual Lament, 110-116) while Adamantios Koraes, basing his opinion
on a passage from HesyChius, argued in favor of myromai (Atakta,
Paris, 1825, 1835, p. 225).

3Alexiou says that the soul's journey, an ancient idea, is prominent
in the Hellenistic period as well, and the idea of life and death as two
stages of a single journey is imbedded in the references of many of the
funerary inscriptions and, later, in the Christian Akathistos Hymnos and
in other Byzantine hymns and kontakia (Modern Greek Folklore,
225-28).

3Since Lawson's excellent study was first published in 1914, it
should be said here that the moirolOgia are not as essential now in
death ceremonies—especially in the urban areas of Greece.

4For a thorough socio-anthropological study of the role of women
in death and culture in interior Mani see The Last Word by C. Nadia
Seremetakis (The University of Chicago Press, 1991). Seremetakis points
out that the eight syllable lament is prominent in inner Mani.

3The structural and linguistic features of the demotic song are
comprehensively treated by Anna Caravelli-Chaves in Love and
Lamentation in Greek Oral Prose (Ph.D. Thesis), State University of
New York, Binghamton, 1978.

61n the Iliad, Briseis, the cause of the famous quarrel between
Achilles and Agamemnon, is silent until Book 19, when she laments
Patroklos' death. She is described as wailing shrilly and tearing her
breast, neck and face and, in response, the women ant ba crravdcxovro
("groaned in answer"), language which suggests the singing of the
refrain in the funeral lament (DOC, 287-301).

7Unless otherwise indicated, all translations in this paper are my
own. Generally, there is a scarcity of translations of the Greek folk-
songs in English. In fact, Konstantinos Lardas' recently-issued (1992)
anthology of this demotic verse is, to my knowledge, the only volume
available in English. Unlike Lardas' impressive translations, I try here—
and I hope not quixotically—to retain the important decapentasyllabic
form of the Greek. In order to do so, I may add a word or two in a
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line, without, I hope, betraying the original. All of the dirges translated
by me will be found in their originals either in Yorghos Ioannou's Ta
Demotika mas Traghoudia (Athens, Hermes, 1987) or in Nikos Politis'
To Elliniko Demotiko Traghoudi (Athens, Ioannou, 1989).

8Near the beginning of The Frogs, Charon, a speaking character,
appears like a contemporary Greek ferryman on the docks, shouting out
his destination:

Who is for rest from toil and pain?
Who is for Lethe's plain? Who wants
oblivion, land of Cerberus?
This way to eternal Nowhere.

9I am using Danforth's translation of 1(CA/rim ytcc TOV bp6vo TOG
eao6, though I would translate the line as "he/she set out on the road
set by God."

"Goland notes that the pomegranate seeds in kOlyva can be traced
back to the mythical queen of the underworld who seems to have had a
close relationship to the fruit (159). R. M. Dawkins further argues that
even the word kcilyva can be traced back to Aristophanes ,while the
custom of passing them around during funeral commemorations back to
early Christianity (132).
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The Macedonian Question
and the Guerrilla War
in Northern Greece on the Eve
of the Truman Doctrine

by DAVID C. VAN METER

On the eve of the promulgation of the Truman Doctrine,
the policy makers in the U.S. State Department were acutely
aware that the main theater of the insurrection in Greece was
along the mountainous northern border, primarily in Mace-
donia and Thrace (Jones 68). From the spring of 1946 through
the summer of 1947, they characterized the fighting in northern
Greece as a bid for Macedonian autonomy, in which guerrilla
armies comprised largely of Slavic separatists were provided
material aid and sanctuary by Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Al-
bania (DRE-OIR, IR 1175.163 23).1 According to an intel-
ligence report issued in mid-1947 by the U.S. State Department's
Division of Research for Europe, the Office of Intelligence and
Research (DRE-OIR), the insurrection was dominated by Mace-
donian separatists even after the Greek communist party (KKE)
assumed an active role in directing the fighting in late 1946
(DRE-OIR, IR 1175 -170). The figures are telling: at the height
of the civil war, U.S. analysts estimated that less than 20 per-
cent of the guerrillas were members of the KKE, while over
half were Slays, mostly from Macedonia (IR 4909.4).

This, of course, comes as no surprise to the historian con-

DAVID C. VAN METER is a doctoral candidate at Boston University,
where he also lectures on history. He is currently researching the im-
pact of the Greek Civil War on the development of a Cold War
mentality in the U.S. Department of State under the Truman
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cemed with the origins of the Cold War: President Harry S.
Truman spoke of the insurrection in northern Greece during
his historic speech on March 12, 1947, and Dean Acheson re-
membered that the genesis of the guerrilla campaign was an
effort by Yugoslavia and Bulgaria to detach Greece's northern
provinces (Acheson 195). But Acheson—long after the events
and in a spirit of self-justification—also recalled that the in-
surrection was just one component in a larger Soviet plan to
seize power in all of Greece (Acheson 196, 199) ! Was this
really the case? And did policy makers lend credence to such
ideologically charged claims? This paper seeks to partially
answer these questions by assembling a composite picture of con-
temporary OSS and State Department intelligence assessments
of the external threat to Greece from 19441947.

The Macedonian Question and the Problem of Borders

The analysts in the State Department viewed the guerrilla
campaign in northern Greece against the historical background
of the Macedonian question. The nationality of the peoples
inhabiting Macedonia is a nearly ancient dilemma, with its
modern expression in competing Greek and Serbian claims to
the Balkan territories once controlled by the Ottoman Turks
(King 187-219). Following World War I, both of these young
Balkan nations, eager to expand their borders, claimed ethnic
affinity to the inhabitants of Macedonia. Moreover, much to
the frustration of the U.S. officials seeking to resolve the border
disputes that arose following the liberation of the Balkans in
1944, there was a case to be made for both sets of claims on
purely ethnographic grounds. Indeed, as an OSS summary of the
problem put it, the Macedonian region had historically been
the "melting pot" of the Balkans, inhabited at one time or an-
other by Greeks, Serbs, Bulgars, Albanians, Vlachs, Jews, and
South Slays (R&A 2685 2-3). This report concluded that the
Macedonians lacked anything resembling a national self-con-
sciousness, let alone a sense that they were the guardians of a
distinctive culture, until one was cultivated by the heated border
debates of the nineteenth century.
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Nevertheless, it was Bulgaria, while still under Turkish
rule, that had the most impact on the developing Macedonian
sense of nationality. A Bulgarian Exarchate established in 1870
exercised jurisdiction over all of Macedonia, and this territory
was included in the newly independent Bulgarian state by the
Treaty of San Stefano in 1878. The fact that this treaty was
immediately nullified, and Bulgaria restored to Turkish rule,
by the Congress of Berlin did nothing to cool the ardor of
Bulgarian nationalism, and the restoration of a Bulgar state to
encompass the San Stefano borders became something of a
national quest. During this time, an Independent Macedonian
Revolutionary Organization (IMRO) coalesced to struggle for
an autonomous Macedonia, although eventually this organization
allied itself with Bulgaria and the San Stefano precepts in a
defensive move to secure itself against the competing territorial
claims of the Turks, the Greeks and the Serbs (DRE-OIR,
IR 1175.163).

While Bulgaria gained its independence during the Balkan
wars of 1912-13, subsequent fighting with Greece and Serbia
cost the new nation control over much of the disputed territory
in Macedonia. The Paris Peace Conference following World
War I formally divided Macedonia between Bulgaria, Greece,
and the newly formed state of Yugoslavia. The region under
Yugoslav control was labelled Vardar Macedonia, while that
under Greek control was called Aegean Macedonia, and Pirin
Macedonia remained under Bulgarian sovereignty. The Greek
government employed harsh measures to consolidate its control
over the newly acquired Macedonian regions: mass deporta-
tions of Slays were undertaken in the 1920s, and hundreds of
thousands of Greek-speaking refugees uprooted by the Turkish
fiasco were settled in their place. By the 1928 census, the Greek
population of Aegean Macedonia was 1.4 million, while the
official tally of Slays was a mere 82,000 (DRE-OIR,
IR 1175.166).

The Comintern invested a considerable amount of effort
into cultivating a coalition of radical leftist organizations in
Macedonia during the early 1920s (OSS, R&A 2685 3-4). The
region, given the diversity of its population and the complexity
of its interconnections with its Balkan neighbors, was an ideal
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breeding ground for internationalist approaches to politics. Un-
der the auspices of the Third International, a Balkan Communist
Federation emerged to work toward a federation of Balkan
states, under which Macedonia would become a semi-autonomous
political unit. This movement found a ready ally in the radical
Agrarian Party and a variety of peasants' parties, which were
seeking to create a Green International movement to support
the political objective of a unified East European agrarian state
(OSS, R&A 2685 3). This same effort, however, caused a severe
crisis in the KKE in 1922-23; the Comintern instructed Greek
communists, many of whom were fiercely nationalistic, to ad-
vocate an autonomous Macedonian state to be comprised, in
part, of Greek territory. Although the Comintern brought the
nationalist elements within the ICKE into line by opening a
bureau in Salonika and intervening in the 1923 and 1924 elec-
tions of the Central Committee of the KKE, it was ultimately
forced to abandon the slogan of Macedonian autonomy in 1935
(DRE-01R, "Summary" 2-4).

While the Macedonian leftist groups were largely suppressed
in the 1930s, several re-emerged during the Axis occupation to
join the resistance movement. A particularly prominent partisan
group was the Slavic Popular Liberation Front (SNOF), which,
according to a State Department intelligence analyst, had been
formed by the KKE as a countermeasure to Yugoslavian propa-
ganda and recruitement efforts targeted at the Slavic popula-
tion of Aegean Macedonia (DRE-OIR, "Summary" 2). This
was, however, a stormy alliance, due largely to the profound
ideological dispute over the proper disposition of Macedonia
after the war. While the SNOF openly advocated Macedonian
autonomy, and began talks with Tito's Anti-Fascist Council of
Yugoslavia in late 1943 to explore the possibility of an enlarged
Macedonia entering the proposed Yugoslav federation, the idea
of Macedonian autonomy remained an anathema to nationalist
elements within the KKE (OSS, R&A 2685 5). Indeed, faced
in 1944 with the specter of the creation of a Macedonian
communist party under Tito's aegis, a regional committee of the
1CKE denounced such a move as both "anti-social" and anti-
national (DRE-01R, "Summary" 4).

So sensitive and potentially divisive was the issue of Mace-
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donian autonomy, that the Germans routinely employed it in
their political warfare against the Greek partisans, at one point
disseminating the so-called "Petrich Agreement" between Greek
and Bulgarian communists which mandated the creation of an
autonomous Macedonian state from the territories of both sig-
natory nations (OSS, R&A 2685 17). This devious attempt to
discredit the EAM/ELAS was countered only after determined
efforts on the part of British and American intelligence officers
to prove the agreement a forgery. Nevertheless, after three open
rebellions against the EAM leadership, the SNOF ultimately
repudiated the EAM/ELAS in order to realign itself with Tito's
forces. By the fall of 1944, the ENOF had joined the communist
partisan leadership in Yugoslavia, Albania and Bulgaria in calling
for a post-war Balkans federation.

The euphoric but chaotic events surrounding the liberation
of the Balkans in 1944 thrust Macedonia before the attention
of the Allied powers, as the first tentative, but nonetheless
tangible, steps were now taken toward the creation of a unified
and autonomous Macedonian republic. On August 2, 1944, some
125 Vardar Macedonians met at Bitoly, proclaiming themselves
to be Macedonia's National Assembly, joined the Yugoslavian
Federation. Two months later, on October 26, this same body
called for all Macedonians—Greek, Bulgar and Slav—to arise
together and expel the Germans in order to establish a unified
Macedonia. This last event was received by Western observers
with a particular sense of foreboding, since just two days earlier
the commander-in-chief of the Macedonian partisan forces had
told an OSS liaison officer that the unification of Macedonia
was certain, and that its borders would encompass Salonika and
the remainder of-Aegean Macedonia as far east the Mesta/
Nestos River (OSS, R&A 2685 5, 8, 13).

An active measure to support such a vision was, indeed,
implemented several days later, in early November 1944, as
nearly 300 Macedonian partisans met on Greek territory to
create a "Youth Union for Macedonian Liberation" (OSS,
R&A 2685 13). This talk of Macedonian reunification was not
merely hopeful but baseless rhetoric. The newly emerged Father-
land Front in Bulgaria not only relinquished its historic claims
to Vardar Macedonia, bu,t actually hailed the birth of the Mace-
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donian Federal Republic with genuine enthusiasm. Not long
after signing a military cooperation pact with Yugoslavia on
October 5, Premier Georgi Dirnitrov committed Bulgaria to a
policy of fraternal cooperation and close relations with all the
South Slays (OSS, R&A 2685 5). Negotiations on the union
of Pirin and Vardar Macedonia were apparently held in Sofia,
beginning during the winter of 1944  1945 (DRE-OIR,
IR 1175.95). The OSS analysts studying the situation duly
noted that there was a strong element of opposition to the loss
of any Bulgarian territory on the part of nationalist factions
within the Fatherland Front. Indeed, as events proved, despite
support for the union from such luminaries as Georgi Dimitrov,
negotiations continually stalled until the Tito-Cominform split,
at which point the issue was permanently shelved (King 57ff.).

These developments were noted with alarm by the Anglo-
American powers, especially in light of the presence of the Red
Army in Bulgaria, and the communist domination of the partisan
movements in Yugoslavia and Macedonia. The British and
Americans speculated that the Soviets might use the issue of
Macedonian autonomy as cover for a push to gain access to the
Aegean Sea. This suspicion was reinforced when the Red Army
allowed Bulgarian occupation forces to remain in northern
Greece for some five weeks following the liberation. Although
these forces were ultimately withdrawn, the delay was widely
interpreted as a signal of support for Bulgarian aspirations for
an Aegean port. Even after the retirement of the Bulgarian
troops from Aegean Macedonia and Thrace, Sofia radio, under
Russian supervision, continued to broadcast a steady stream of
propaganda calling for the unification of the Aegean, Pirin and
Vardar regions of Macedonia, to include the port facilities at
Salonika (OSS, R&A 2685 19). Thus, a good half-year before
the Russians began applying pressure to Turkey over the Straits,
the prospect of Soviet access to the eastern Mediterranean was
raised by events in Greece and the Balkans.

It was developments such as these that Churchill hoped to
arrest with the negotiation of the so-called "Percentages Agree-
ment" with Stalin in October (Pirjevec 85-87). Whether or not
Stalin felt obliged to honor this document is debatable, although
Milovan Djilas suggests that he did (104; Keylor 205; Ruben-
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stein 58). The OSS was a bit more skeptical of Stalin's good
intentions, however, especially in regards to the possibility of
incorporating Salonika into the Soviet sphere of influence by
means of an enlarged Macedonian state federated with either
Yugoslavia or Bulgaria. Indeed, the momentum of developments
seemed to favor Stalin; an OSS report of December 6, 1944,
treating the Macedonian question and the prospect of a Balkan
federation, concluded that direct Soviet intervention was both
unlikely and unnecessary, as events were proceeding advan-
tageously of their own accord (ROA 2685 19).

Nevertheless, the pace of activities slowed measurably in
early 1945, at least in part owing to the inherent difficulties of
negotiating a consensus on federation. Yugoslavia, in particular,
took active steps to bring this volatile issue under control. For
example, a number of young Macedonian partisans staged a
demonstration in Skopje on January 5, 1945, to demand an im-
mediate offensive to seize Salonika, and were promptly sentenced
to death. Such efforts as this to clamp down on those activities
of Macedonian separatists which threatened Greek territory were
noted with appreciation by analysts in the State Department
(DRE-OIR, IR 1175.163).

But the prospect of federation, and the territorial threat
it might pose to Greek Macedonia, continued to haunt both
Greece and the Anglo-American powers. In April 1945, reports
began to arrive in Washington that the union of Pirin and
Vardar Macedonia had been agreed to in principal by Sofia
and Belgrade, although the implementation of the agreement
would need to await the advent of more propitious international
circumstances (OSS, FM 223). That same month, the Mace-
donian-American newspaper Makedonska Tribuna began a
vigorous editorial campaign in support of an autonomous Mace-
donia aligned with Tito's Yugoslavia. The content of this
Macedonian-American propaganda concerned the OSS analysts
immensely, as the paper reopened the issue of Aegean Macedonia
with gusto, insisting at one point that "a South Slav federation
must at all costs have an exit on the Aegean, and this without
the inclusion of Greek Macedonia cannot be realized"
(Vlanton 93).

The stage for the outbreak of a border conflict between
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Greece and her neighbors to the north was set in the spring and
summer of 1946, in the course of the diplomatic squabbles re-
garding frontier revisions that occurred as a precursor to the
negotiation of peace settlements with Bulgaria and Albania.
The complexities of this issue need not detain us; an idea of
the magnitude and effrontery involved in these disputes may
be gleaned from the fact that in April the Greek government
submitted a note to the Council of Foreign Ministers and the
State Department advancing a claim to some 27 percent of
Albania's territory (Lagoudakis, Letter) ! That several of the
more provocative portions of this territorial claim were pub-
lished in The New York Times on April 29, did little to ease
the escalating sense of crisis in the Balkans. Similarly, the Greeks
laid claim to cover 6,000 square miles of Bulgarian territory
centered around the town of Dobroudja (OCL-3523.19 10).
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania all responded with a panoply
of claims on Greek territory, and Yugoslavia filed a complaint
on July 19 that the Greeks were engaging in a campaign of
persecution targeted against the Slays living in Aegean Mace-
donia. This latter charge prompted State Department officials
to reassure the Greek Ambassador on August 1, 1946, that al-
though the U.S. government was willing to investigate these
charges, it both fully supported Greek sovereignty over Aegean
Macedonia, and rejected the right of Yugoslavia •to concern
itself with the affairs of Greek nationals of Slavic descent
(Henderson, Letter).

This issue did not abate, however, and on August 24, 1946,
it assumed the overtones of a dispute between the Soviets and
the Anglo-Americans when the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re-
public filed a complaint with the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, under Article 34 of the UNO Charter, that the policy of
the Greek government was endangering international peace and
security (SD/S/766). This complaint contained numerous par-
ticulars, to include a resurrection of the Soviet objection to the
presence of British troops in Greece, as well as a specific ac-
cusation of Greek persecution of the Macedonian minority popu-
lation. Polarized as it was along East-West lines, this complaint
was tabled without resolution after 14 meetings of the Security
Council. Nonetheless, the issue heightened a sense of awareness
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in the State Department of the unstable situation on Greece's
northern frontiers.

It was this growing awareness of the potential crisis in
the Balkans, exacerbated by •the East-West diplomatic feud al-
ready simmering over the Middle East, which forced the State
Department to embark upon a review of its Greek policy, and
generally moved the United States a step closer to the sort of
full-scale commitment embodied in the Truman Doctrine. Al-
though fully supportive of Greek independence and territorial
integrity, the United States would have nothing to do with the
aggressive revision of borders being advocated by the government
in Athens. To a great extent, this rejection of most of Greece's
more ambitious territorial claims was fueled by a general anger
and disgust over the untimely adoption of such expansionary
policies by the Tsaldaris regime (Acheson 199). But, in part,
the rejection of Greek territorial claims was based on a care-
ful, post-war study by the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the military
implications of the proposed borders (SM-5555). This study
concluded that not only would such borders prove indefensible,
but that the acquisition of the disputed territories would drive
Albania even closer to Yugoslavia, and provoke an eruption of
guerrilla warfare. That is, maintaining the status quo was to
be the key to preserving a tenuous stability in the region.

The Macedonian issue became the focal point of a joint
political effort launched by the South Balkan states against
Greece in the spring of 1946, and pursued with gradually in-
creasing pressure throughout the summer and autumn. The
future union of Macedonia was firmly established as the policy
of both Bulgaria and Yugoslavia by mid-August, when the Bul-
garian communist party passed a secret resolution at its Tenth
Plenum to join Pirin Macedonia to the Peoples' Republic of
Macedonia (King 65). With the thorny issue of the union of
Pirin and Vardar Macedonia apparently settled, Aegean Mace-
donia became the object of a renewed propaganda campaign
coordinated with a covert military assault. An ominous fore-
shadowing of this campaign appeared in a London Times article
August 19, 1946, which reported that, in May, a secret meeting
had been held in Gomi, Bulgaria, between the Bulgarian and
Yugoslav governments as well as Greek communists to discuss
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the forced separation of Aegean Macedonia from Greece (Jones
67-68). Whether or not that particular report was based on
accurate information, it certainly reflected the suspicions of
the Greeks.

Confirmation of such suspicions seemed to come in the
fall, as both Bulgaria and Yugoslavia intensified the rhetoric
of their press campaigns against Greek control of Aegean Mace-
clonia. On October 10, 1946, Belgrade's Radio Tanjug reported
that at a meeting of Macedonian communists held at Razlog,
a Bulgarian minister without portfolio had declared that the
Fatherland Front of Bulgaria was prepared to assist in the
unification of the Macedonian peoples under the aegis of the
Peoples' Republic of Macedonia (DRE-OIR, IR1175.163). These
comments were matched by the provocative statement in the
Yugoslav communist party newspaper Rabotnichesko Delo on
November 16 that the unification of all three regions of Mace-
donia could take place only under the auspices of the Yugo-
slav Federation.

Even more jingoist lines were taken up with the foreign
press. State Department analysts noted with some concern that
Dimitar Vlahov, the president of the Macedonian National Front,
and vice-president in the Federal Yugoslav Assembly, as well as
a delegate to the Paris Peace Conferences, declared in a press
interview in Paris on September 18 that Greece had no valid
claim to Aegean Macedonia and that the political union of all
the regions of Macedonia as a Yugoslav republic would surely
occur (DRE-OIR, IR 1175.166). But if there were any doubts
regarding Yugoslavia's intentions toward Greek Macedonia, they
should have been dispelled by Marshal Tito's interview with
C. L. Sulzberger for The New York Times on October 14, 1946,
in which the Yugoslav leader explained that his government was
planning to take certain actions before the United Nations to
halt the alleged persecution of Slays living in Aegean Macedonia
by the Greek government and pro-monarchial terrorists. Such
harsh words clearly served notice to the international community
that Yugoslavia was prepared to take an active interest in Greek
internal affairs in support of the Macedonian separatist cause.
The State Department certainly judged from this sort of jin-
goism that Yugoslav policy aimed at nothing less than the out-
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right annexation of Greek Macedonia (DRE-OIR, IR 1175.166;
Acheson 195, 199).

At roughly the same time that this propaganda campaign
was unfolding, the inhabitants of Pirin Macedonia were openly
encouraged to register themselves with the Bulgarian Ministry
of Interior—not as Bulgars, but as Macedonians. This campaign
was a notable success: according to State Department reports,
up to 70 percent of the inhabitants of Pirin Macedonia declared
themselves to be Macedonian (DRE-OIR, IR 1175.163). These
efforts to whip up feelings of Macedonian nationalism were
complemented by a deliberate effort to polarize the resulting
separatist energies toward support of the proposed incorpora-
tion of a unified Macedonian Republic into the communist
Yugoslav Federation. In June 1946, just prior to the inception
of the new propaganda campaign, some 6,000 members of the
anti-communist IMR0 were arrested in Bulgaria, and in early
November, Yugoslavia began arresting and executing Mace-
donian separatists suspected of harboring Anglo-American sym-
pathies (DRE-OIR, IR 1175.166). In short, the Yugoslav and
Bulgarian governments were fully assuming the political direc-
tion of the Macedonian nationalist movement, while ruthlessly
elminating any potential rivalry for leadership.

The Outbreak of the Guerrilla War

While these political actions were unfolding, guerrillas
operating out of bases in Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania
began staging raids on targets in northern Greece. This war-
fare, soon generalized by journalists and historians as the `-`Third
Round" of the Greek Civil War, began on the night of March
30-31, 1946, when a band of guerrillas protested the elections
the following day by staging a raid on the town of Litokhoro
on the eastern slope of Mount Olympus (DRE-OIR, "Working
Notes"). Significantly, this guerrilla band, commanded by a
Captain Ypsilantis, had infiltrated from, and then fled back
to, Yugoslav territory. Several other attacks occurred over the
spring and summer, most notably an attack in July on a com-
pany of the Greek National Army stationed at Pondokerasia.
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But the pace and scope of these raids were relatively modest,
and as late as November the State Department was rather skep-
tical about Greek claims of significant cross-border attacks. One
report, in summarizing a speech Tsaldaris gave at Salonika,
reiterated the Greek complaints of Bulgarian support for guer-
rillas, but concluded that there was little evidence that guerrilla
bands were operating out of bases in Bulgaria (OCL-3523.19 11).

In response to such skepticism, the Greek government care-
fully compiled evidence of the growing guerrilla threat, and
then presented the dossier to the Secretary General of the United
Nations on December 3, 1946 (SD/S/203). Backed up with
a plethora of exhaustively documented testimony, which was
derived primarily from the interrogation of captured and sus-
pected guerrillas, the Greek delegate to the UN persuasively
complained of a campaign of covert aggression conducted against
Greece by her Balkan neighbors. The results of this Greek
complaint were nothing less than sensational; after hearing the
Greeks, as well as entertaining responses and counter-complaints
from the Yugoslays, Bulgarians and Albanians, the Security
Council voted unanimously to immediately dispatch a commis-
sion to investigate the border situation between Greece and her
neighbors (SD/S/809).

In retrospect, the Soviet vote for the establishment of this
investigative committee seems somewhat surprising. Steven Xydis
suggests that the Soviets sensed that the British were already
attempting to shift the burden of patronizing Greece to the
United States, and were thus determined to avoid providing any
plausible condition for unilateral American action (8-9). A
Soviet veto, then, might have provided the Americans with the
grounds to develop the argument that, owing directly to com-
munist-led intransigence, a deadlocked UN would be unable
to resolve an important threat to world peace. Indeed, the Soviet
delegate to the Security Council bluntly hinted that Soviet
support for the UN investigative committee was predicated on
an American policy of non-intervention with regard to Greece
(SD/S/809). This was, of course, a grave miscalculation on
the part of the Soviets, and their support of UN efforts in
Greece and the Balkans evaporated with the advent of direct
American aid to Greece.
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The documentation supporting the Greek government's com-
plaint was significant and productive in another sense as well.
We should note that the Truman Doctrine was promulgated
long before the Commission of Investigation Concerning Greek
Frontier Incidents issued its final report on June 27, 1947. In
the absence of any such independent documentation, it would
seem that the threat assessments that supported the State De-
partment policy formulation during those critical weeks in Feb-
ruary and March of 1947 relied more or less directly on the
intelligence provided by the Greek government.

Who were these guerrillas based in the communist Balkan
states? How were they organized, and what was their political
orientation? Did they indeed receive any substantial support from
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania? Over the course of the in-
surrection a fairly accurate picture of the guerrilla movement
was developed using normal field intelligence techniques, most
frequently the interrogation of prisoners. Indeed, with 15 per-
cent of the rank and file of the guerrilla forces surrendering in
1946, and 20 percent in 1947, it was a relatively simple matter
for the Greek National Army and its American advisors to
ascertain and corroborate accurate information regarding the
tactical and operational details of the insurrection (IR 4909.4).

The U.S. was aware that a large number of ELAS partisans—
as many as 5,000, according to the Greek government—had fled
to Yugoslavia in the weeks following the Varkiza Agreement
in 1945 (DRE-OIR, IR 1175.166; US Army, ATIB 13-49 6).
Albania and Bulgaria, which as Axis powers had participated
in the occupation of Greece, received far fewer former ELAS
members. We should not overvalue this flight of the ELAS
into Yugoslavia as evidence of any early plans on the part of
the Yugoslays to launch a guerrilla war against Greece. Tito,
who had sound ideological reasons to sympathize with the ELAS
fugitives, was still faced with the pragmatic problem of accom-
modating and controlling a large body of armed foreigners. Ac-
cording to the State Department assessment of the evolving guer-
rilla threat, the leadership of the ELAS refugees negotiated an
agreement with the Yugoslays in June 1945, under which the
majority of the former Greek partisans was concentrated in a
camp at Bulkjes (DRE-OIR, "Working Notes"). The follow-

The Macedonian Question and the Guerrilla War
	 83



ing month, the Albanian government in Tirana authorized the
recruiting of Greek ex-partisans, and in October transferred over
300 ELAS refugees from a camp in Rubinis to Bulkjes, suggest-
ing that the communist Balkan states sought a common solu-
tion to managing the current problem—but potential resource—
of their former partisan allies (DRE-OIR, IR 1175.166). For
the next half-year, Bulkjes was in actuality little more than one
among dozens of refugee camps housing the masses of displaced
persons produced by the Second World War and the subsequent
political turmoil, although its inmates were marked by an un-
usual level of para-military organization and training that could
alternately prove to be an asset or a liability for their Yugoslav
hosts. Indeed, while many of these ELAS partisans eventually
returned to Greece as guerrillas, many more seem to have been
put to work repairing railway lines and other war-damaged assets
of the Yugoslav infrastructure (SD/S/203; OlR 4487).

Another 2,000-3,000 Slavic-speaking Greeks from Mace-
donia, who had formerly belonged to the SNOF battalions
commanded by Elias Demakis (aka. Gotchev), also fled to
Yugoslavia after the war, where they received somewhat better
treatment than the ELAS refugees. According to State Depart-
ment estimates, some of these SNOF soldiers were grouped into
small detachments and assigned to Yugoslav Army units stationed
in Macedonia (SD/S/809; DRE-OIR, /R 1175.170). Others were
apparently concentrated at refugee camps, principally those at
Skopje, Bulkjes, and Monastir (SD/S/809).

In the meantime, the People's Front of Macedonia began
reorganizing the separatist movement in Greek Macedonia along
Communist Party lines. The organization chosen as an agent
in this effort was the National Liberation Front (NOF),
covertly headquarted at Skopje. This group was thought to be
a direct descendent of the wartime SNOF. Indeed, according to
the Greek complaint of December 3, 1946, many of the former
SNOF soldiers serving in the Yugoslav army were re-mobilized
as partizans under the NOF banner (SD/S/809). Lest we be-
come confused by the fact that the KKE only recognized the
NOF in January of 1948, at which time it was incorporated into
the Provisional Democratic Government (DRE-OIR, "Summary"
6-7), we should recall that the EAM/ELAS and the SNOF
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split violently during the Nazi Occupation over the very issue
of Macedonian autonomy. Although the NOP and the KKE/
DSE cooperated in the guerrilla war from the fall of 1946
and on, the official KKE propaganda line continued to vehemently
oppose Macedonian autonomy (DRE-OIR, IR 1175.170). The
formal reconciliation of the KKE and the NOB in early 1948
must be viewed as a means by which Tito tacitly demonstrated
support for the Markos government. Conversely, the available
evidence suggests that even at that point the KKE was reluctant
to accept the NOB into the Provisional Democratic Government,
and did so only under intense pressure from Tito. Indeed, when
the KKE began to adopt a more flexible policy regarding Mace-
donian union in February 1948, the Party was immediately rent
by a split along the old nationalist-internationalist lines once
again (DRE-OIR, "Summary" 6-8).

NOB officers began infiltrating into Greece as early as
October 1945, with the primary mission of recruiting members
and building a party organization (SD/S/809; DRE-OIR,
.11? 11 75.170). According to the Greek government's complaint
of December 3, an NOF headquarters was established in Edessa,
and cells were created at Karydia, Coryfi, Sarakeni, Margarita,
and Lyki (SD/S/203). Recruiting missions continued—indeed,
grew bolder in the openness with which they were conducted—
over the next year. For example, in May 1946, an armed band
of 15 NOF guerrillas infiltrated from Yugoslavia to Zivonia,
where it briefly took over the Zivonia Lignite Mine and at-
tempted to indoctrinate the miners (SD/S/203). Other recruit-
ing efforts were targeted at Slavic-speaking Greek refugees in
Yugoslavia. A particularly lucrative source of recruits for the
NOB was the sprawling refugee camp at Monastir. Regular
meetings were held there by the NOF, during which the par-
ticipants were urged to return to Greece to help liberate Aegean
Macedonia. The NOB recruits were formed into small bands
and given guerrilla training at such camps as Bulk jes (where
over 500 NOB guerrillas were stationed in 1946), Skopje and
Monastir, while still others were trained at Belogradchik and
Tulov in Bulgaria (SD/S/203). These recruiting efforts seem
to have been modestly successful; by mid-1947, the State De-
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partment estimated that the NOF could field 2,500-3,000 guer-
rillas (DRE-OIR, IR 1175.170).

The decision to mobilize in preparation for a guerilla
campaign in northern Greece appears to have been taken by
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania, in coordination with at least
some cadres of the KKE, by March 1946 (DRE-OIR, "Working
Notes"). In that month, the ELAS refugees at Bulkjes began to
enjoy a refreshing change in treatment at the hands of their
Yugoslav hosts. New uniforms, of American gaberdine, and
new Yugoslav-made boots were issued. The community of ex-
partisans was remobilized, with all those fit and willing being
formed into companies of 50-80 men each. In April, a school
was opened to train officers, with most of the cadets being
selected from among the ranks of the communist youth or-
ganization (EPON) of the camp. Shortly thereafter, the com-
panies were organized into battalion-sized formations, each con-
sisting of three companies and going under such designations
as the "Zachariades" and "EPON" brigades (SD/S/203;
DRE-OIR, "Working Notes").

In the meantime, liaison was established between Bulk jes
and the EAM Self Defense Organizations operating in Greece,
and "free areas" were established along the frontier to facilitate
cross-border movement and resupply. The EAM began, as well,
to erect a command and control system to support the guerrilla
units as they moved through Greek territory. Area headquarters
were established in eastern Macedonia and Thrace in March,
and in Thessaly in April (DRE-OIR, "Working Notes"). The
pace of mobilization quickened after a series of high-level meet-
ings between the KKE and the communist parties of Yugoslavia,
Bulgaria and Albania in June and July (Smith 53-56). Over the
next five months, area headquarters were established in western
and central Macedonia, the Peloponnese, Epirus and Roumeli
(DRE-OIR "Working Notes"). The guerrilla movement gained
the aura of a Greek-led insurrection in October, when a general
headquarters was established under Markos Vafiadis at Distraton,
near Mt. Smolika (DRE-OIR, IR 1175.170). Finally, it was at
Distraton that the ELAS was reconstituted as the DSE in De-
cember 1946.

While the scope of guerrilla operations remained corn-
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paratively modest until the summer of 1947, a pattern of active
support of the guerrillas by the regimes in Yugoslavia, Bulgaria
and Albania quickly emerged. The Greek government complained
that guerrillas trained at Bulkjes were routinely transferred to
staging bases in Albania and Bulgaria, as well as Yugoslavia,
from which they penetrated the Greek frontier (SD/S/203).
Regular courier services were maintained across the frontiers
and into Greece, and on at least one occasion a Bulgarian mili-
tary convoy ferried munitions into Greece. "When pursued by
Greek National Army forces, the guerrillas freely fled back
across the frontier, often supported by covering fire from the
border outposts on the other side. What is more, the Gfeek
complaint to the UN alleged that the Yugoslays and Bulgars
actually exercised tactical command over, or at the least main-
tained very close liaison with, ELAS and NOR guerrilla opera-
tions in the field. Prisoners under interrogation routinely spoke
of foreign officers accompanying their raiding parties as far as
the border, and occasionally beyond. Indeed, a second lieutenant
in the Yugoslav army was actually killed during an NOF raid on
Mount Paikon in late August 1946 (SD/S/203.

Some Conclusions

To a certain degree, the analysts of the U.S. State Depart-
ment relied directly on the reports of the Greek government in
forming their perception of the situation along Greece's northern
frontier in the winter of 1946-47. Indeed, this same appreciation
of the escalating conflict in Greece constituted the basis of the
scenario that President Truman presented to the Congress Sand
the people on March 12, 1947. The Greek government cOna-
pla.ined—and adduced supporting evidence—that Yugoslavia and
Bulgaria, aided by Albania, were waging a campaign to cleave
Aegean Macedonia from Greece. Further, this campaign was not
one of open warfare, but instead took the form of a program
of covert support for an insurrection of Greek nationals. The
most visible element in the insurrection was the DR—the old
ELAS—under the effective political control of the KKE. Indeed,
as events proved, the KKE erected an elaborate command and
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control structure to support the guerrillas, although it kept its
support for the DSE something of a secret until the summer of
1947 (DRE-OIR, IR 1175.170). Less visible, but perhaps more
important in the plans of Yugoslavia and Bulgaria, was the
NOF, which was fighting directly for Macedonian union.

The relations between the KKE and the NOF remained
problematic in the eyes of American analysts until January 1948,
when the NOF joined the provisional governing coalition dom-
inated by the KKE (Jones 72). But these political nuances seem
to have had little impact on the reality of guerrilla efforts in
the field. American analysts noted that the ELAS/DSE and NOF
bands operating out of Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania shared
many of the same facilities, and not infrequently conducted well-
coordinated movements and combat operations (SD/S/203;
/R 11 75.1 70). The coordinating agency in nearly all of these
cases was either the Yugoslav or Bulgarian army. Such evidence
served to stress that a principal source of direction for this in-
surrection emanated from the communist Balkan states rather
than the Greek communist party.

Nonetheless, State Department analysts were careful not
to exaggerate this picture of the insurrection. From the summer
of 1946 to the summer of 1947, these analysts discounted the
Greek government's claims of significant external intervention
in the brewing insurrection. As late as May 1947—nearly two
months after -the promulgation of the Truman Doctrine—an
assessment of the situation in the Balkans concluded that:

the Yugoslav Government undoubtedly still hopes
eventually to gain possession of Greek Macedonia ...
Despite continued Greek charges of border violations
by Yugoslavia, there appears to be little justification
for the belief that aid to Greek partisans on a larger
scale is to be expected for the present (DRE-OIR,
IR 1175.166 14).

That is to say, until the events of late 1947 changed the situa-
tion dramatically, the guerrilla war in northern Greece remained,
in the eyes of State Department research specialists, a localized
and relatively minor border conflict with a long history behind it.
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NOTES

'Unless otherwise noted, all citations refer to documents prepared
by the U.S. Department of State. Documents written by the State De-
partment's Division of Research for Europe, Office of Intelligence and
Research, are cited by the abbreviation DRE-OIR. Many of the docu-
ments utilized in researching this paper are housed among the papers
of Charles G. Lagoudakis, a foreign affairs specialist posted to the Office
of Strategic Services (OSS) and later to the Greek desk of the State
Department, DRE-OIR. The collected Lagoudakis Papers are deposited
at Mugar Library, Boston University (hereafter cited as CLP).
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NOTES AND COMMENTS



Investing in Greece
by SERGE B. HADJI-MIHALOGLOU

Introduction

Greece has been a popular vacation destination for many
years, but corporate investors have been cautious. A common
perception is that continuous political unrest and pervasive
government controls have held back economic development. The
former Greek prime minister, Constantine Mitsotakis, addressed
these concerns in New York in December 1992, and his com-
ments were encouraging. This article aims at answering the
preliminary questions that are usually asked by the business com-
munity. A basic bibliography on aspects of Greece that may be
of interest is provided in the endnotes.

Greece at a Glance

But, first, a brief introduction to Greece,' its people, politics,
and economy might be useful. The key facts are highlighted in
Sidebar 1.

Greeks say that when God was making the world, by the time
he got to Greece he only had rocks left. This accounts for the
countless mountains and islands. It also reflects how Greeks
view themselves. On the positive side, this professed poverty is
a great incentive to meet the challenges of defending and ex-
ploiting this crossroad of three continents. Greece bridges
*The author wishes to express his appreciation to Prof. S. Victor
Papacosma, Kent State University, and Eugene T. Rossides of Rogers &
Wells, for their comments.

SERGE B. HADJI-MIHALOGLOU is Senior Counsel of TRW Inc. respon-
sible for international, antitrust and intellectual property matters.
He is currently co-editing the American Hellenic Institute's service
on "Doing Business in Greece" which will be published in the fall
of 1995.
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Europe, Asia, and Afirca and owes much of its mixed fortune
to this geography.

As familiar as Greece appears to be, some points are worth
noting:

a Greece has the longest coastline in Europe.
• The climate and topography offer such a great variety

that more species of plants and animals live in Greece than
anywhere else in Europe.

al Unlike its neighbors in the Balkans, the Greek popula-
tion is very homogeneous. At a time when the Balkans are
witnessing ethnic unrest, this is of some comfort. The Greeks
have already paid a very high price for this homogeneity. Follow-
World War I, more than 1,500,000 Greeks fled from their
ancestral homes in Bulgaria and Turkey and sought refuge in
Greece.2

• In spite of the congestion of Athens, Greece has the
second-lowest population density in the European Community.

• Turning full circle from the civil war of the late 1940s,
the Communists and Socialists participated with the Conserva-
tives in two interim coalition governments in 1989 and 1990.

• During the parliamentary debate on the budget in De-
cember, there was no real disagreement even though the new
agenda calls for a u-turn from the socialist and statist policies
of the past.

• Officially, Greece is the poorest nation in the European
Community. On the other hand, the average Greek owns—and
typically does so without a mortgage—more living space than
anyone else in Europe, almost a room and a half or 44m2 per
person. Another factor is the "black" or "para-economy," as it
is called in Greek, which may add another 40 percent or so to
the GDP figures. The Greek ranking is therefore of debatable
significance and, in any event, Greece is well ahead of the other
countries in the immediate region.

• Starting in 1974, more people immigrated to Greece
than left to seek their fortunes elsewhere.

If nothing else, these facts point out how general impres-
sions about Greece—and inadequate publicity on the Greek side-
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have resulted in misleading perceptions. Closer review or "due
diligence"is necessary.

The Greek Economy

The basic facts on the Greek economy2 are tabulated in
Sidebar 2. Greece in the early 1990s was facing a mild recession.
The recession was coupled with an inflation close to 18 percent,
which was, by far, the highest in the European Community. The
trade balance continues to generate large deficits, and the country's
external debt is almost $22 billion or 1/3 of the GDP. The in-
visibles are not making up the difference. These have included
over $10 billion in American and $15 billion in European Com-
munity aid over the years. Not only is the public spending more
than it is making, but so is the government. According to the
Finance Ministry,' the 1991 central government budget deficit
reached $2.6 billion. The European Community believes it
was actually closer to $2.9 billion. The forecasted deficit had
been $1.97 billion. Part of the reason is that it has been dif-
ficult to change course quickly from the earlier direction.

Even so there are positive developments. Inflation came
down from a little over 20 percent in 1990 to 17.6 percent in
1991. However, the recession was aggravated by the Gulf War
and the breakup of the former Yugoslavia, which is impacting
negatively on tourism and the most direct road and rail route
that connects Greece to other European Community member-
states.

The European Community is recommending that the Greek
government extend and intensify its austerity program. In 1991,
Greece secured the first 1.1. billion Ecu ($1.4 billion) install-
ment on a $2.2 billion Ecu ($2.8 billion) loan from the European
Community designated to assist the country in the implementation
of an economic stabilization program. The second 600 million
Ecu ($780 million) installment, received in early 1992, was
contingent upon satisfactory progress in economic restructuring,
specifically in reducing inflation and the current-account and
public budget deficits. Greece is finally on the right course, but
these things take time.
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Going beyond macro economics, it is noteworthy that Greek
businesses show sharply contrasting results.5 Firms that are well-
managed are not doing as badly as one might assume, consider-
ing the general state of the economy. According to a study of
the 3,000 largest industrial companies by the consulting firm
ICAP,rhe average 1990 profits of the 200 performers were ap-
proximately 25 percent. Even factoring in the companies running
in the red, many of which are government-owned, the average
return was 17.6 percent. A disproportionate amount of the
losses was attributed to the 100 least-successful firms. Along
those lines, the U.S. Department of Commerce reports that the
profitability of American subsidiaries was in the 20-30 percent
range during this period. The high rate of inflation should be
kept in mind.

On the personal side, family finances are helped out by
second jobs, social benefits, mortgage-free homes, and expanded
family networks. The role of the "para-economy" is significant
as well, in spite, so far, of the government's measures against
tax evasion. Nonetheless, the 6 percent pay rises that have been
proposed by the government and similar austerity measures are
not popular, since inflation is expected to be twice to three times
that high.

Issues

But what are the typical questions that the business com-
munity asks about Greece?

• Is there political stability? Is there anti-Americanism and
terrorism?

• What advantages does Greece offer to attract a prospec-
tive investor in comparison to other countries?

• What financial or capital and tax incentives does Greece
provide for investors?

• How can one go about researching Greece as an invest-
ment option? What are the logistics?
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Political Stability

There are lingering perceptions that Greece is not politically
stable and that there is anti-Americanism and terrorism These
threshold questi.ons are worth reviewing in some depth.

Instability?

Greece is "moderately stable."° This conclusion was reached
in a survey conducted last August for all the countries in the
world by the leading British political risk analysis firm, Interna-
tional Country Risk Guide. This survey factors in political and
economic issues on a 50:50 basis.

An excerpt from this survey appears in Sidebar 3. Greece is
on the low end of the European Community, but it is significant
that Greece leads Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Hungary. Greece
is viewed as being much more stable than any other country
in the Balkans. (As an aside, Cyprus is ranked ahead of Greece.
The Greek-Cypriot economy has recovered from the Turkish in-
vasion and occupation of the northern part of Cyprus. The
enterprise of the Greek Cypriots has been remarkable.)

That Greece is relatively stable may contradict conventional
wisdom. Closer examination, however, supports the survey re-
sults. On a number of points, the Greek record of stability has
been quite good. It has been estimated that 80 percent of all
Greeks live in their own homes or at least own other real estate.
Conservative governments—of one form or another—have been
in power for 31 of the last 40 years. Greece has been a member
of the European Community since 1981. Even before, constitu-
tional protection was provided for foreign investmens. Last,
only 0.59 strike-days on the average were lost per employee
each year during 1983-1989.

The Greek reputation for instability has historical roots.7
However, since 1974 there has been exemplary stability if one
discount the political rhetoric associated with the first Andreas
Papandreou term.
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Anti-Americanism?

"Anti-Americanism" is another "strike" against Greece.'
Again, much of this has to do with Andreas Papandreou rhetoric,
but that was muted even before the socialists lost the elections.

Actually, the anti-American charges are contradicted by
a number of indicators. The president of the United States met
with the Greek prime minister three times in 1991. There are
U.S. military bases in Greece that played a significant—although
unpublicized—role in the Gulf War. Greece has been a mem-
ber of NATO almost since its inception and, as of next year,
will also join the Western European Union. The Greek-American
alliance has been tested by fire. Greece and the United States
were allied in the First and Scond World Wars, Korea, and the
Gulf. This is a record without parallel in this region. Last, but
not least, Greece and the United States share a common civiliza-
tion based on the democratic ideals that were born in Greece
and are championed by the States.

That is not to say that the United States and Greece always
see eye-to-eye. Indeed, the positions of some U.S. administrators
vis-a-vis the Greek military dictatorship and Turkey's claims
have been very unpopular in Greece—as they often have been
in sharp contrast with the U.S. Congress. But political differences
should not be equated with anti-Americanism. After all, one
out of five Greeks is a United States citizen!

Terrorism?

"Terrorism" is yet another perception that haunts Greece.
Again, the facts have been politicized in an unfair manner.
Admittedly, there has been spillover from the Middle East, and
no members of Greece's domestic terrorist organization, "Novem-
ber 17" have been apprehended.

Nonetheless, the national air carrier, Olympic, has a better
record than most on hijacking and bombing. Airport security is
generally up to par. The 18-year conviction of the terrorist
Mohammed Rashid in January 1992 puts to rest the notion that
Greece is tolerating such behavior .This is reinforced by a very
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strict press law that prohibits the publication of terrorist an-
nouncements. Its violation has, in turn, led to controversial
convictions of Greek newspaper editors.

Former U.S. president George Bush's visit in 1991 went
a long way toward restoring normalcy and building confidence.
Given the record, the advisory issued by the U.S. State Depart-
ment warning against traveling to Greece was lifted.

Dominant Issues since World War Two

Three issues dominated Greek public life after World
War Two. These were:

• The challenges to parliamentary institutions from the
far left and the far right.

• The future of Cyprus and reaction to the Turkish claims.
• The reconstruction and development of the economy.

Approximately 10 percent of the Greek population perished
and yet another 10 percent was compelled to emigrate following
ten years of war in the 1940s.

It is important to mention that these issues have lost their
former intensity and no longer threaten investments—even though
Greek military expenditures can be expected to remain among
the highest in NATO.

The collapse of Communist regimes may not immediately
lead to peace dividents, as might have been hoped, although
domestic politics in Greece were further defused. Among other
things, the breakup of Yugoslavia led to claims on "Macedonia"
by the couthernmost Skopje Republic that cannot be entertained by
Greece.9 Macedonia is identified with Alexander the Great and
Aristotle, Greek history, and the Greek people and products. The
usurpation of the Macedonian name by others is considered by
Greece as an infringement and an invitation to instability in the
region. Not only does it imply territorial claims against Greece, but
it also misappropriates the Greek patrimony and good will.

There is also concern for the estimated 500,000 Greeks liv-
ing in the Black Sea or Pontus region of the former USSR and
the reportedly more than 200,000 Greeks in Southern Albania.
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Some of these Pontians and Epirotes are now beginning to seek
refuge in Greece and more will have to be done for these Greek
communities.

There was renewed hope that the proposed discussions
promoted by former president Bush would pave the way for
reaching a just settlement on Cyprus and the various Turkish
claims." In addition to the military occupation of almost 40
percent of Cyprus, Turkey is claiming, among other things, the
continental shelf of the Greek Aegean islands and alleging that
the Greek Muslims in Western Thrace are persecuted. The Greeks
have additional concerns such as the curtailment of the activities
of the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Constantinople and the
treatment of the few remaining Greeks in Turkey. Yet it does
not seem probable that investors will be impacted or Greece
destabilized.

As serious as these foreign policy concerns are, the Greek
economy is the weakest aspect from the investment standpoint.
Unfortunately, there is no "quick fix." If Greece is to attain full
participation in the European Monetary Union, the present gov-
ernmental efforts need to be redoubled. Otherwise, Greece will
fall further behind and not be able to continue to avail itself of
all the benefits of the European association. It remains that
hardly any other country meets the tough EMU entry require-
ments at present—nor would the United States. An overview of
these requirements and the record of the European Community
member states is highlighted in Sidebar 4.

Issues of Greatest Concern

If this analysis that Greece is moderately stable seems to
be overly optimistic, consider a Greek poll" that was published
in Kathimerini, a leading independent conservative newspaper.
A key table from this survey is in Sidebar 5.

Threats to the constitution,' that is to say coups d'etat, are
at the very botom of the list of matters concerning the average
Greek. So is the corruption issue. The Special Court that had
been appointed in 1991 to try Prime Minister Andreas
Papandreou, acquited him. The main charges were instigating
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the loss of government funds and embezzlement. Two of his
ministers, however, were found guilty on lesser counts. In a
Solomonian decision, the Special Court avoided further prolong-
ing of this divisive matter.

The issues of greatest concern are those that might be ex-
pected even in the United States. They are mainly bread and
butter items headed by inflation and high prices. The fact that
crime is also noticeable on this list illustrates the alarm with
which Greeks view such matters even though the Greek levels
are dramatically lower than American and international norms.

Comparative Advantages

The second question that is often asked about Greece is
what are its comparative advantages? What is attractive about
Greece as compared to other countries from the investment
standpoint?

Comparative Advantages and Disincentives

Greece is probably best known for its maritime and tourist-
related enterprises. It has been estimated that Greek owners
control, under various flags, the largest fleet in the world. The
fleet under the Greek flag, as such, is by far the largest in the
European Community. Considering that the greatest compara-
tive advantage in this sector is tradition, this is the best testimonial
to Greek entrepreneurship. These maritime interests have gen-
erated substantial economic activity in Greece and the port of
Athens, Piraeus, has become a shipping and financial center in
its town right.

A parallel development has been the establishment of re-
gional corporate headquarters taking advantage of the Greek
geography to cover the Middle East and Africa, especially fol-
lowing the relocation of companies based in Beirut and Teheran.
Now that the Eastern European markets have opened, Greek
offices may also be a good location from which to launch opera-
tions covering those countries.
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Greece is inviting to tourists as well. The comparative ad-
vantages—the sun, the beaches, the sights, and the style of life—
have become familiar to many Northern Europeans and Ameri-
cans. This has led to the development of a tourist industry that
forecasts accommodating 10,000,000 visitors annually. Not only
is the number of tourists growing, but the upgrading of the
tourist infrastructure is expected to lead to increased revenues
per visitor.

In view of its agricultural and mineral resources, Greece
attracts food-related investments, textile manufacturing, handi-
craft-based enterprises and mining operations, principally for
bauxite and marble. The list of possible investments includes
more than 200 companies that are being privatized. Draft
legislation would expand this list to over 600 state enterprises.
All of these industries can take advantage of the relatively
inexpensive labor and the substantial capital and tax incentives.
These financial incentives are covered in greater detail in the
next section.

In assessing the Greek reality, there are disincentives that
should be taken into account. They break down to aging in-
frastructural and management problems. Unfortunately, Athens
lost the bid for the 1996 Olympics to Atlanta even though Greece
was the sentimental favorite. A number of potential investors
had expressed concern as to the administrative complications and
delays. Notice had been served, and positive developments
resulted.

The infrastructure is to be improved in the coming decade
with a series of public works financed mainly by the European
Community which is allocating $8.6 billion for this purpose.
Some of these projects" are the new Athens airport, the Patra-
Athens-Thessaloniki highway, high-speed rail lines, the Athens
subway and an extensive irrigation and hydro-electric power sta-
tion on the Acheloos River. Environmental projects may also
be expected. All these offer additional opportunities for foreign
investors.

To facilitate its privatization and deregulation program,
the government has formed a super-ministry and the National
Bank of Greece already has some divestitudes to its credit. Al-
though they are not, strictly speaking, comparable, the take-
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overs of the Andreadis banking group (1975), the Heracles
General Cement Co. (1983), and a 25 percent interest in the
North Aegean Petroleum Corp. (1988) were carried out by
former governments. In those cases, loans from state-held banks
were converted into state-held shares.

Foreign exchange restrictions are progressively being elim-
inated. In 1987, the prohibitions on repatriating capital, div-
idends/profits and interest from European Community invest-
ments were removed. The repatriation of non-European Com-
munity funds is generally subject to the prior approval of the
Bank of Greece. Earlier investments under Law 2687 of 1953 are
subject to annual limits for dividend and capital repatriation. In
1991, capital transfers for Greek citizens were liberalized.

More generally, there are still problems with quality con-
trol, productivity, bureaucracy and the welfare orientation. In
the final analysis, however, these are long-term management and
educational challenges. They do not reflect the ability and
motivation of the Greek labor force, which can be productive
in the right environment, as evidenced by the success of the
Greek guest workers in Germany.

Best Greenfield Locations in the European Community

Everything considered—and this might be unexpected for
some observers—two regions in Greece, Northern and Central
Greece, are in the top ten best locations for starting a new
manufacturing or "greenfield" plant in the European Com-
munity.12 The other eight are: Abruzzi-Molise (Italy); Centro
(Spain); Ireland; Norte do Continente (Portugal); N. Ireland
(U.K.); Sucl-Ouest (France); Sul do Continente (Portugal);
and Sur (Spain).

This conclusion was reached last fall by the accounting and
consulting firm of Ernst & Young in a camparative assessment
of key factors in choosing a new location in the European Com-
munity for various types of activities. Let's take a quick look
at some of the factors and how the situation in Greece compares
to those of the other European Community members.

One of the principal factors favoring Greece is inexpensive
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labor. The average monthly salary in industry is $390. A re-
lated advantage is the availability of well-educated Greeks of
the Diaspora, who have returned or wish to return to Greece,
besides the energetic and literate local work force. There are
tens of thousands of Greek students in American and West
European universities, many of whom stay on abroad to teach
or to work in industry. There are the Greek guest workers in
Germany as well as repatriating emigrants from America, Austra-
lia and Africa. The Greeks that have been living in Eastern
European countries and the former USSR are yet another source
of talent. Whether from the West or the former socialist bloc,
these human resources add valuable skills to the workplace, in-
cluding familiarity with diverse cultures around the world and
the ability to communicate in dozens of languages.

Another factor is taxation. According to the Ernst & Young
study, Greece is presently the fifth most favorable tax jurisdic-
tion in the European Community. As Kathimerini has pointed
out, the average percentage of GDP taken up by taxes in the
European Community is 39.9 percent. Greece comes in con-
siderably lower at 32.2 percent. The government has proposed
even lower rates.

A third key factor is real estate rental costs. Although
Greeks are always commenting on how expensive real estate is,
looking at all of Greece in comparison to other parts of Europe,
the Ernst & Young survey found that rental costs are moderate.
Real estate has traditionally been the favorite form of investment.
Lately prices have retreated as a result of the recession and the
government's tax initiatives.

A fourth factor iS energy costs. The conventional wisdom
in Greece is that energy costs are high since petroleum has to
be imported and paid for in dollars. The Ernst & Young study
bears this out, but there are exceptions such as the moderate
price of diesel fuel and the availability of domestic lignite. Al-
ternative energy sources, such as solar power, are a potential
that has not yet been developed commercially.

A fifth factor is access to markets. As Greece is on the
easternmost edge of the European Community and does not
share borders with any other member, maket access to the
European Community is peripheral .To put matters in perspec-
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tive, Greece has several international airports and is two to
three air hours from most places in Europe. That translates to
2-3 days' time for goods that have to be transported by truck or
rail. The present situation in former Yugoslavia is adding complica-
tions, but alternate routes through Italy and Bulgaria are avail-
able. Beyond the European Community, Greece is well-situated
to distribute goods throughout the Middle East. For example,
the port of Volos in Central Greece has ferry connections for
trucks with Syria. Turning to the north, the capital of Mace-
donia, Thessaloniki, or Salonica for short, is the southern gate-
way to Eastern Europe.

Finally, there are various financial incentives provided by
the Greek government and the European Community.

Financial Incentives

The law and procedure on the Greek financial incentives
are quite complicated.", 14. The policy underlying Develop-
ment Law 1892 of 1990 and its predecessors, such as Law 1262
of 1982, seeks to encourage investment in the regions that are
less developed. The primary financial incentives provided by
this legislation are tabulated in Sidebar 6. There are two mutually
exclusive options. The first consists of applying for capital grants
and interest rate subsidies. The second option is to rely on tax
allowance. In both cases, increased tax depreciation rates are
available.

Development law 1892 of 1990

Law 1892 of 1990 is the enactment of the principal measures
that are generally applicable to all "productive investments."
Under this legislation, Greece is divided into five industrial in-
vestment regions depending on the degree of their development.
The higher subsidies are offered to the less-developed districts.
The regions for tourist industry incentives are similar but not
identical since they reflect tourist development. The term "pro-
ductive investment" is defined very broadly.
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Generally speaking, the first of the industrial districts,
Region A, includes the developed cities of Athens and Thessalo-
niki or Salonica. Typically, investments in this district are not
subsidized. There are some exceptions for select environmental,
energy conservation and advanced technology projects. Region
B basically covers the semi-developed districts running along
the main Patra-Athens-Thessaloniki highway. This is the axis
on which most industries have been located outside these cities.
Region B covers Herakleion in Crete as well as some of the
other more developed islands including parts of Corfu and
Rhodes. Region r (or C) covers the remaining districts, except
for the border areas in the north and the eastern Aegean islands.
Region A (or D) consists of the border areas except Thrace,
the northeastern district bordering Bulgaria and Turkey. Thrace
forms its own region and offers the highest incentives.

For industrial investments, the capital grants go up to 45
percent of the value of the investment. Incentives in the tourist
industry go up to 35 percent. The exact subsidy percentage
varies depending on the region where the investment is to be
located. There are additional grants for locating in a "special
zone." Investments in the special zones are treated as if they
were located in the next less-developed area. An investment in
a Region B zone, for example, is entitled to the higher Region r
benefits. Eligible investors locating in certain industrial parks
are given an additional 5 percent grant which goes up to 7 per-
cent for investments in Thrace. The investor is required to
have a minimal equity participation of his own. This is 40
percent in Regions A and B, 35 percent in r, 25 percent in A
and 15 percent in Thrace. In 1990, the government eliminated
a provision for compulsory state equity participation in any in-
vestment in excess of 1.5 billion Drs ($8 million).

In addition to the capital grants, bank loans are also sub-
sidized. This interest subsidy is in the same proportion as the
capital grant. Thus, if a capital grant of 35 percent is allowed,
35 percent of the interest on any additional bank loan is sub-
sidized as well. The interest subsidy generally runs for a period
of 3 to 6 years and it goes as high as 10 years for investments
in Thrace.

On bath industrial and tourist projects, the alternate option
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is to take advantage of tax allowances. These tax deductions
range from 60 percent of the profits on 60 percent of the
investment in Region B, 75 percent on 75 percent in Region r,
90 percent on 90 percent in Region A and 100 percent on
100 percent in Thrace. The tourist-related tax allowances gen-
erally track but provide more limited deduction for tourist in-
vestments in Region B and I- as shown in Sidebar 6.

In addition, accelerated tax depreciations may be taken
regardless of whether the investor elects the capital grant or
the tax allowance option. The size of the accelerated deprecia-
tion depends both on the investment region and the intensity
with which the equipment is used. Accelerated depreciations
start at 20 percent and go up to 150 percent of the amount that
would otherwise be allowable.

The procedure for obtaining capital and tax allowances in-
volves a complicated application process. Applications are required
to include a feasibility study covering the technical and finan-
cial aspects of the proposed investment, including a statement
as to the nature and extent of the investor's personal equity
participation and a forecast of the planned financial results.
Applications for investments over 300 million Drs ($1.8 million)
are handled directly by the Ministry of National Economy. The
smaller projects are reviewed by the local authorities. Applica-
tions are required to be reviewed by the end of the semester
during which they are made. The proper valuation of the proj-
ect and the timely review of the documentation are critical
issues. Ideally, bank financing should be explored simultaneously.
Currently, investments or parts of investments up to 2.5 billion
Drs ($13 million) are subsidized. The grants are given in in-
stallments linked to the progress of the project.

Other Financial Incentives

In certain cases, additional financing from the European
Community is made available and familiarity with these measures
is desirable. For example, investments in Greece qualified un-
der the Integrated Mediterranean Program (IMP), which was
aimed at overcoming structural deficiencies in the economies of
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the less-developed Mediterranean regions. IMP was structured
to provide subsidies of up to 10-20 percent for a broad range
of industrial and tourist-related investments. Other measures
have a more specific focus, such as European Community Di-
rective 355 of 1977 which covers 75 percent of the cost of
improving existing agricultural operations.

Additional Greek legislation, principally Law 89 of 1967,
encourages shipping and, more generally, foreign commercial
companies to conduct their extra-territorial operations from of-
fices in Greece .Law 89 of 1967 provides for exemption from
Greek income taxes and customs duties. About 1,000 companies
have taken advantage of its provisions. There are other incen-
tives as well, including measures encouraging corporate mergers
and the formation of a capital market by having companies
go public," and provisions promoting export sales and maritime

operations.
One should also keep in mind an older legislative provision,

Law 2687 of 1953, which authorizes the government to grant
certain privileges to investments made with imported foreign
capital. These include guaranteeing the repatriation of capital,
interest and profit in authorized annual amounts. Under the
Greek Constitution, this law cannot be amended. Traditionally,
all major investments in Greece have been protected under this
legislation. As a practical matter, however, the significance of
this law has diminished since capital movements have been
liberalized in the European Community.

Logistics

Another typical question that is raised by investors is what
are the logistics? How does one go about making an invest-
ment in Greece and what is the experience of those that have
done so?

Foreign Investments

In 1990, the inflow of foreign capital was approximately
$3 billion, a 59 percent increase from 1989. This included
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$90 million in enterprise capital, $90 million in land and fixed
property, $456 million in European Community credits to im-
port firms and $617 million in deposits in credit institutions.

Several acquisitions were made over the last two to three
years by Pepsico, a Coca-Cola franchisee (3E), Nestle, Jacobs
Suchard, Pemod/Ricard, Ciga, Grand Met, United Distilleries,
Abela (catering) and Ciments Francais, among others. Alto-
gether in 1991, 77 acquisitions were reported, almost half of
which were in the food and beverage sectors. Of the 77, 48
involved Greek buyers and 29 foreign ones. Significantly, the
first McDonald's opened in Grece last year.

Of the 3,000 major Greek industrial firms representing
$4 billion in fixed assets, about 50 are wholly and 80 are par-
tially foreign-owned. These firms are primarily active in the
food and beverage sectors, textiles, and petro-chemical processing
firms (refineries, aluminum to pharmaceuticals and toiletry com-
panies). As much as 60 percent of the local Greek turnover
may be attributable to subsidiaries or affiliates of multinational
companies. The 1989 rankings of some of these were: Pechiney
Aluminum (3rd) $332.7 million; Lever (21st) $1162 million;
Goodyear (48th) $55.8 million; Pirelli (51st) $54.0 million;
Colgate-Palmolive (56th) $51.6 million; Dow (60th) $48.8
million; Rothmans (61st) $48 7 million; Hoechst (62nd) $48.4
million; Ciba-Geigy (66th) $44.3 million; and Johnson & John-
son (93rd) $33.5 million.

Forms of Doing Business

Greek law" provides for various forms for doing business,
including corporations, close corporations, general and limited
partnerships and branches of foreign entities. The respective
names of the corporate and partnership forms in Greek are:
.Anonymi Etairia ("A.E."); Etairia Periorismenis Efthynis
("EitE"); Omorrythmi Etairia ("0.E."); and Eterrorythrni Etairia
("E.E."). Local branches are known by their foreign names. The
Greek names and abbreviations may be unfamiliar, but these
business vehicles are based on the continental law with which
Greek commercial law is closely related.
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The corporate form is used by most business enterprises
of any size. The Greek corporation has a tri-partite governance
structure made up of the shareholders, the directors and the
managing director or general manager. It is a separate legal
entity and is taxed as a separate person. The corporate charter
is fairly detailed and includes what we would call the by-laws.
The charter needs to be approved by the authorities and pub-
lished in the Official Gazette.

Corporate Taxation

Sidebar 7 provides an overview of Greek corporate taxa-
tion as it was structured going into 1992." Greek corporations
and branches of foreign corporations operating in Greece and,
in general, all foreign commercial legal persons were subject
to a flat income tax rate of 46 percent. For manufacturing and
mining enterprises, the tax rate was 40 percent or 35 percent,
depending on whether the stock was quoted on the Athens
Stock Exchange. The 5 percent lower rate for public corpora-
tions is aimed at encouraging companies going public and
evolving from closely held family enterprises so that they can
grow in size and competitiveness. There is no special capital
gains tax in Greece. Capital gains are taxed as ordinary in-
come. The tax rate applies to the net profit after the allowable
deductions. For commercial and agricultural enterprises, losses
may be carried forward for three years, and for industrial enter-
prises for five years.

Dividends are taxed separately in the name of the share-
holders at a flat rate of 42 percent or 47 percent for registered
shares and 45 percent or 50 percent for bearer shares, respec-
tively, depending on whether such shares are quoted on the
Athens Stock Exchange.

Treaties for the avoidance of double taxation provide for
lower maximum rates for dividend, interest and royalty income.
Notably, there is no withholding in the case of the United States,
assuming the Greek subsidiary is wholly owned by an American
parent. The list of countries with which Greece has tax treaties
in Sidebar 7 is illustrative and not exhaustive.
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Besides VAT and stamp duties, there are no other sig-
nificant taxes. An exception is that real estate located in Greece
is taxed annually based on its market value. For values in
excess of 100 million Drs ($0.6 million) the rate is 1.5 percent
for legal persons.

Looking to the future, specific tax reforms are awaited. The
revisions generally call for lower rates but these will be coupled
with a one-time assessment on real estate. Specifically, the cor-
porate tax rate will be reduced to 35 percent and dividends will
not be taxed twice. It remains to be seen whether these measures
will help spur economic growth and tax revenues, lead to
simplification and fairness, and curb widespread tax evasion. In
1991, revenue increased by only 26.1 percent whereas the budget
was based on a 34.1 percent increase and this widened the
state deficit.

Conclusion

Greece is worth considering for certain investments pro-
vided they are properly researched and managed.17

Due diligence requires asking the proper questions and
eliciting reliable responses. Some of the questions that might
be asked are:

• What are the comparative advantages for the specific
project and how does Greece compare against other locations?

• How reliable is the feasibility study or the business plan
and how valid are its assumptions in light of Greek conditions?

• How have others structured their operations in Greece,
what are their local strengths and weaknesses, and how well
are they really doing?

• What is the best location in Greece for the particular
project, considering that it is generally desirable to maintain an
office in Athens but locate the operation in a less-developed
region?

• Should the investment vehicle be a subsidiary incorporated
in one of the European Community countries or in the United
States?
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• Are there local partners or executives with a proven
record of successfully operating in the Greek environment or
will cultural orientation be required?

Depending on how such questions are answered, Greece
has the potential of being a viable investment option. In-
vestors in Greece gain access to the European Community through
a less expensive point of entry that also leads to the Middle
East, African and Eastern European markets. The substantial
financial incentives offered by Greece are tangible expressions
of the government's interest in attracting foreign investments.
The comparative advantages are considerable although they have
tended to be overlooked by foreign investors due to the prevailing
misperceptions.
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SIDEBAR 1

GREECE AT A GLANCE

S.E. Europe
Italy, Albania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Turkey
132km2
5
Mountainous with coastal plains and 3,000 islands
Mediterranean/continental

Geography
Location:
Neighbors:
Area:
% E.C.:
Terrain:
Climate:

People
Population:
% E.C.:
Employment:

Urban:
Capital:
Density:

10.2M
3
27% Agriculture
27% Industry
46% Services

65%
Athens
76/km2

Language:
Ethnic groups:
Literacy:
Religion:
Life-

expectancy:

Greek
Greek 98%
95%
Orthodox 97%
75 female
72 male

Politics
Treaties:
Constitution:
Suffrage:
Government:
Main

Opposition:
Administrative

Units:
Budget:

E.C., W.E.U., N.A.T.O., U.N., 0.E.C.D.
Parliamentary Democracy
Universal 18 & over
PASOK (Socialists)

New Democracy (Conservative/Center)

13 regional departments covering 51 prefectures
$30B

Sources: Fact Sheet: "Greek Prime Minister's Visit to Washington," Department of State Dispatch,
pp. 884-886, Dec. 9, 1991; Basic Statistics of the Community, 28th ed. 1991;

and ETVA Investment Guide, 1992.
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SIDEBAR 2

THE GREEK ECONOMY

(1990)

GDP:

% E.C.:
Trade Partners:
Exports:
Imports:

Invisibles:

Trade balance:
Current account:
External debt:
% GDP:
DGP Growth 1990:
Consumer Price

Inflation (1991):
Inflation 1985-1991:
Unemployed:
Monetary Unit:

$67B
1.7
65% E.G.
Foods, textiles, minerals
Machinery, transportation

equipment, petroleum,
chemicals, consumer goods

Maritime, emigrants &
foreign aid

$-10.3B
$-3.6B
$21.9B
33.4
0.1%

17.6%
250%
7.8%
Drachma ($1 = 185 Drs.)

Sources: Fact Sheet: "Greek Prime Minister's Visit to Washington," Department of State
Dispatch, pp 884-886, Dec. 9, 1991; Basic Statistics of the Community, 28th ed. 1991;
ETVA Investment Guide, 1992; "Greece Country Report" in The Economist Intelligence Unit,
Nov. 3, 1991; and "Greece" in Investing, Licencing and Trading Conditions Abroad, pp. 1-21,
Business International Corp., Dec. 1990 and Nov. 1991.
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SIDEBAR 3

INVESTMENT RISK ANALYSIS

Risk Factor

Switzerland	 91.5 - Very low

U.S.	 83.5 - Low

E.C. Average	 81.0 - Low

Cyprus	 73.0 - Low

Greece	 64.0 - Moderate

Saudi Arabia	 63.5 - Moderate

Israel	 63.0 - Moderate

Hungary	 62.0 - Moderate

Argentina	 58.0 - Moderately high

Bulgaria	 57.5 - Moderately high

Turkey	 49.5 - Very high

Yugoslavia	 46.5 - Very high

Source: "Rating Risk in the Hot Countries: How Do Firms Gauge Investment Safety,"
Wall Street Journal, p.R4, Sept. 20, 1991.
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SIDEBAR 4

EUROPEAN MONETARY UNION

Entry Requirements: 	 Inflation
Deficit

< 1.5% lowest 3
< 3% GDP

Budget Deficit
Inflation %	 (GDP)

Belgium 2.2 6.5

U.K. 3.7 2.2

Denmark 1.8 1.3

France 2.5 1.6

Germany 3.5 4.6

Greece 17.6 15.3

Ireland 3.6 3.8

Italy 6.1 10.1

Luxembourg 3.2 +1.6

Netherlands 4.4 4.8

Portugal 9.8 5.5

Spain 5.5 2.7

Source: European Commission
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SIDEBAR 5

ISSUES OF GREATEST CONCERN

(% POPULATION EXPRESSING GREAT CONCERN)

Inflation 84.9

Drugs 77.7

Unemployment 77.4

Economy 73.4

Terrorism 70.8

Crime 67.1

Education 64.1

Health 8z insurance 60.5

Pollution 52.3

Foreign policy 46.6

Bureaucracy 43.6

Morality 40.0

High taxes 39.1

Transportation 36.7

Corruption 29.4

Constitutional threats 24.4

Source: The Burning National Issues," Kathimerini. Dec. 12, 1991.
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SIDEBAR 6

INDUSTRIAL INCENTIVES

Interest
Capital Grant Allowance Accelerated Tax Tax Allowances Tax Allowances

Region (% Capitalization) (% Loan) Depreciation '9/o Investment 	(% Profit)
A of Investment —Limited Types Only

40 40 20-40
B 15 15 20-80 60 60

F or C 25 25 35-120 75 75
A or D 35 35 50-150 90 90
Thrace 45 45 10-150 100 100

TOURIST INDUSTRY INCENTIVES

A - - - -
B 10 10 20 40 60

F or C 15 15 35 55 75
A or D 25 25 50 70 90
Thrace 35 35 50 100 100

Source: Development Law 1892/1990 summary in ETVA Investment Guide, 1992
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SIDEBAR 7

CORPORATE TAXATION (1991)

General
Corporate Income Tax	 Rate% 

Commercial	 46
Manufacturing	 40
Qualified manufacturing

or listed	 35
Others	 40

Capital Gains Tax	 46
Branch Tax	 46
Withholding Tax	 25-46
Carryback/Carryforward	 0/5 years

Treaty Withholding Tax Rates
Dividends%	 Interest% Royalties%

Austria 0 0 0
Cyprus 25 10 0
France 0 10 0
Germany 25 10 10
Italy 25 10 0
Sweden 0 10 5
U.K. 0 0 0
U.S. 0 0 0

Other Significant Taxes
Rate (%)

Value-Added Tax
Standard	 18.0
Necessities	 8.0
Luxury Products	 36.0

Stamp taxes	 1.2
S.a.r.l. and partnership profits 1.2
Private loan agreements 	 2.4/3.6

Real estate	 1.5

Sources: 'Greece" in Worldwide Corporate Tax Gaide. Ernst & Young, 1991; "We pay the least

taxes in the E.C.," Kathimerini, Sept. 29, 1991; and "Brief Guide To The World of Taxes,"

Kathimerini, Jan. 26, 1992. Corporate income taxation is being revised to reflect a basic 35% rate.
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NOTES

'An insightful overview of the Greek experience throughout history
is given in The Greeks and Their Heritages, Arnold Toynbee (Oxford
University Press, 1981). A general political history of Modern Greece
is A Short History of Modern Greece, Richard Clogg (Cambridge Univ.
Press, 2d ed. 1986). A political and cultural overview appears in
Politics and Culture in Greece, S. Victor Papacosma Center for Political
Studies Institute for Social Research (Univ. of Michigan, 1988). This
monograph is one of a series prepared for U.S. Department of State
orientation conferences and includes a comprehensive and updated
bibliography.

An illuminating review of Greece following World War II is
made in Greece: American Dilemma or Opportunity, L. S. Stavrianos,
Regnery, 1952 and a provocative description of the changes since then
is given in The Metamorphosis of Greece since World War II, William
H. McNeill (Univ. of Chicago Press, 1978). Recent Greek develop-
ments are analyzed in "The Greek Malaise," John Loulis, Encounter
67:68-73, 1986 and in "Greece 2000: Looking Forward to Eurocen-
trism," Serge B. Hadji-Mihaloglou, The Greek American, pp. 12-13,
April 15, 1989, and pp. 10- 15, April 22, 1989.

2The Greek Asia Minor holocaust is recounted in Smyrna 1922:
The Destruction of a City, M. H. Dobkin, reprinted by Kent State
Univ. Press, 1988. The history of the Greek Constantinopolitan minority
in The Greek Minority of Istanbul and Greek-Turkish Relations
1918-1974, Alexis Alexandris, Center for Asia Minor Studies, 1983.

3Basic economic data on Greece may be found in: "Greece" in
The Statesman's Year-Book, John Paxton ed., pp. 569-576, St. Martin's
Press, 1990-1991; "Fact Sheet: Greek Prime Minister's Visit to Wash-
ington," U.S. Department of State Dispatch, pp. 884-886, December 9,
1991; Hellenic Industrial Development Bank 'ETBA" or "ETVA" as
it is pronounced in Greek) ETVA Investment Guide, pp. 1-160, 1992;
Basic Statistics Of The Community, 28th ed., 1991; "Greece," The
Economist Intellingence Unit, No. 3, 1991; and Greece, country report,
0.E.C.D., 1990/91. The ETVA Investment Guide provides a useful in-
troductory overview as it covers a broad range of subjects of interest
and it has been recently updated. A valuable guide on Greek com-
panies, which is published annually by the consulting firm ICAP, is the
Annual Economic and Financial Guide. Official Greek statistics are
published by the National Statistical Service of Greece. The cut-off date
for the basic economic and legal data in this article is January 17, 1922.

The Papacosma bibliography (supra 1) lists a. number of related
socio-economic contributions. Two other annotated bibliographies appear
in Modern Greek Society: A Social Science Newsletter. The December
1989 issue carries Michael Tsinisizelis' compilation on "Greece and the
European Community" and the December 1990 issue is devoted to
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Gelina Harlaftis' report on "Modern Greek Maritime Economic His-
tory." Both refer to studies of general commercial activities.

For forecasts on the Greek economy see "Greek Economy Misses
1991 Targets," CCH Doing Business in Europe, Dec. 11, 1991 as well
as The Economist Intelligence Unit Reports (supra 3).

5Current accounts of various aspects of the Greek economy appear
in "Greece" in Investing, Licensing and Trading Conditions Abroad,
pp. 1-21, Business International Corp., Nov. 1991 and the prior Dec.
1990 issue which provide informative and concise overviews; 'The Two
Faces of Greek Industry," Kathimerini, Oct. 13, 1991; "Greece: The
Land of the Owners," Kathimerini, Dec. 15, 1991; "Greek Industry
and the EO," Kathimerini, Jan. 12, 1992; "Operation Monopoly,
Kathimerini, Jan. 19, 1992; and "Brief Guide To The World of Taxes,"
Kathimerini special supplement pp. 1-16, Jan. 26, 1992. The companies
that are being privatized are discussed in "The Companies Being Sold,"
Kathimerini, Sept. 15, 1991. The articles in Kathimerini are in Greek.

•For general financial re• rting on Greece, see Oikonomikos Tahydromos,
a leading Greek pen.. cal. A positive but realistic article on Athens
appears in "What Isn't Wrong with Athens," Peter S. Allen, The
Athenian, 7:30 -35, 1980.

6Recent political and economic risk analyses on Greece, including
the one highlighted in this article, appear in 'Rating Risk in The Hot
Countries: How Do Firms Gauge Investment Safety," Wall Street
Journal, p. R4, Sept. 20, 1991. A more academic approach is taken in
the earlier "Transition to, and Consolidation of, Democratic Politics in
Greece 1974-1983: A Tentative Assessment," P. Nikiforos Diamandou-
ros, West European Politics, 7:50-71, 1984; and in "The Stability
Quotient in Greece's Post-1974 Democratic Institutions," Theodore A.
Couloumbis and Prodromos M. Yannas, Journal of Modern Greek Studies,
1:359-372, 1983.

7The traumatic Second World War background is provided in a
series of scholarly presentations in Greece in the 1940s: A Nation in
Crisis, John 0. Iatrides, ed., Univ. Press of New England, 1981.

5Greek-American relations are reviewed in Tangled Webs: The US.
in Greece 1947-1967, Yiannis P. Roubatis, Pella, 1987; "Papandreou's
Foreign Policy," John Loulis, Foreign Affairs, 63:375-391, 1984-1985;
and in the scholarly Greek-American Relations: A Critical Review,
Theodore A. Couloumbis and John Iatrides, Pella, 1980; Foreign
Interference in Greek Politics: An Historical Perspective, Theodore A.
Coudoumbis, John A. Petropulos and Harry J. Psomiades, Pella, 1976;
Controlling The Damage: U.S. Policy Options For Greece, Report of a
Study Mission to Greece, 93rd Cong. 2nd sess., U.S. Government Print-
ing Office, 1974; Greek Political Reaction to American and NATO
Influences, Theodore A. Couloumbis, Yale Univ. Press 1966; and
Greece: American Aid in Action, William H. McNeill, Twentieth Cen-
tury Fund, 1957. A current note on the American bases in Greece is in
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"U.S. Bases Overseas: Negotiations with Spain, Greece and the Philip-
pines," American Journal of International Law, 85:749, 1991.

9The identity of the Macedonians is described in "National Heritage
and National Identity in Nineteenth- and Twentieth- Century Mace-
donia," Evangelos Kofos, European History Quarterly, London, 1989.
The Greek Balkan policy is discussed in Greece And The Balkans In
The '70's And The '80's, Evangelos Kofos, Center for Soviet and South-
east European Studies, 3:1-30, 1991 and Greek foreign policy, in
general, as outlined by Prime Minister Constantine Mitsotakis in Parlia-
ment on Oct. 18, 1991, appears in Greek Foreign Policy, Athens News
Agency Bulletin special issue, pp. 1-23, 1991. An informative overview
is The Counterfeiting of the History of Macedonia, N. M. Mattis,
Athens, 1983. The seminal public international law treatment is The
Macedonian Controversy, George B. Zotiades, Institute for Balkan Studies,
1954 and 2d. ed. 1960. A recent news report appears in The New
York Times, p. 3, Feb. 3, 1992.

On the trademark aspects, an authoritative treatise on American
law is Trademarks and Unfair Competition, J. Thomas McCarthy, The
Lawyers Cooperative Publishing Co., 2d. ed., 1973 and 1990 Cumulative
Supplement. Chapter 14 in Vol. 1 covers geographic terms. The leading
international treatise is Patents, Trademarks, and Related Rights: National
and International Protection, Stephen P. Ladas, Harvard Univ. Press,
1975. Section 578 in Vol. II reviews the law on geographic terms on
a comparative international basis.

"Two engaging descriptions of the Cypriot issue by well-known
journalists are: Cyprus, Christopher Hitchens, Quartet, 1984; and The
Wrong Horse: The Politics of Intervention and the Failure of American
Diplomacy, Laurence Stem, Times Books, New York, 1977. The leading
law review article is "Cyprus and the Rule of Law," Eugene T. Rossides,
Syracuse Journal of International Law and Commerce, 17:21 -90, 1991.

The other Turkish claims are reviewed by S. Victor Papacosma in
"Legacy of Strife: Greece, Turkey and the Aegean," Studies Diplomatica,
37:295-318, 1984. A brief rebuttal to the Turkish continental shelf
claim appears in the correspondence on the "Delimitation of the Aegean
Continental Shelf," Serge B. Hadji-Mihaloglou, American Journal of
International Law, 72:617-619 (1978). The U.S. State Department
periodic human rights reports cover the treatment of minorities in Greece
and Turkey.

Greek-American-Turkish relations are analyzed in The United States,
Greece, and Turkey: The Troubled Triangle, Theodore A. Couloumbis,
Praeger, 1983 and "Greco-Turkish Relations and the Greek Socialists,"
Van Coufoudakis, Journal of Modern Greek Studies, 1:373-392, 1983.
A sympathetic review of Turkey is presented in Turkey: America's
Forgotten Ally, Dankwart A. Rustow, Council on Foreign Relations, 1987.

11A review of the Greek poll is to be found in "The Burning
National Issues," Kathimerini, Dec. 12, 1991.
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°An overview of the comparative investment advantages of the
various European Community member states is provided by The Regions
of the EC, pp. 1-96, Ernst & Young, 1991.

°The Greek law on investment incentives appears in English in
Incentives for Investments in Greece: Law 1892/90, ETVA, 1991 and
the ETVA Investment Guide (supra 3) contains a summary. An in-
troduction to Greek investment law may be found in the note on
"Greek Investment Law: An Overview," Law and Policy International
Business, 20:295-313, H. W. Wilson Co., 1988 and in the earlier
"Investment Legislation in Greece, Portugal and Spain—The Background
to Foreign Investment in Mediterranean Europe," Patrick F. R.. Artisien
and Peter J. Buddey, World Trade Law, 17:513-523, Nov.-Dec. 1983.
The American Hellenic Institute of Washington, D.C. has been or-
ganizing seminars on "Doing Business in Greece" since the mid-1970s
and published a manual on this subject in 1980.

°The Greek law on mergers and acquisitions is summarized in
"Greece" in Mergers and Acquisitions in the B.C., Zepos & Zepos,
pp. 35-42, published by the Brussels offices of Allen & Overy, McCann
FitzGerald et al., 1990.

°Extensive notes on Greek law in English appear in "Greece" in
CCH Doing Business in Europe, Evanghelos Emin. Perakis' , pp. 42,003
et seq.; and "Greece" in Martindale-Hubbell Canadian & International
Law Digest, Nicholas C. Gualim is, pp. GRC 1-9, 1991. The European
Community legal developments are covered by CCH Common Market
Reporter. An excellent introduction to Greek law is Introduction to
Greek Law, ed. K. D. Kerameus and P. J. Kozyris, Kluwer/Sakkaulas,
1988, which is a compilation of articles by leading Greek law professors
covering the legal curriculum.

Four recent specialized articles are: "The Greek Labor Movement
And Industrial Relations In The 1980s," Athanassios Papaioannou,
Comparative Labor Law Journal, 11:295, Spring 1990; "Greece Charts
A Course: Controlling Second Home Development In Coastal Areas,"
Craig A. Peterson, Temple International and Comparative Law Journal,
4:91, Spring 1990; "Recent Greek Court Decisions Of Interest To
International Maritime Lawyers," Gregory Timagenis, Journal of Maritime
Law and Commerce, 16:275, April 1985; and "Judicial Review Of
Legislative Acts in Greece," Epaminondas Spiliotopoulos, Temple Law
Qurterly, 56:463, 1983

°Particulars on Greek taxation may be found in "Greece" in
Worldwide Corporate Tax Guide, Ernst & Young, 1991 and similar
guides on taxation and doing business in Greece published by the lead-
ing accounting firms. Recent Greek tax statistics are noted in "We pay
The Least Taxes in the E.C.," Kathimerini, Sept. 29, 1991. The Brief
Guide To The World of Taxes (supra 5) covers the proposed reforms.

°Two instructive experiences of foreign corporate investors under
previous governments are summarized in "Perestroika, Greek American
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Style," Patrick Quinn, The Greek American, pp. 1 and 17, Nov. 4,
1989, which relates to Sheraton, and "Litton's Noble Experiment,"
William W. McGrew, Columbia Journal of World Business, pp. 65 -75,
Jan.-Feb. 1972.
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BOOK REVIEWS



Book Reviews

JONATHAN STEINBERG, All OY Nothing. The Axis and the Holocaust
1941-1943. London and New York: Rutledge, 1990.

It was an open secret even during the war that areas under the
control of the Italian army were safe havens for Jews persecuted by
ethnic nationalism or Nazi ideology. Immediately after the war scholars
regularly pointed out the humanity of the Italian Fascists, while at the
same time the Nuremberg trials were convicting the German army and
its Nazi masters for wholesale massacres of Jews and other non com-
batants. A question then arises; why rehash a story known for over a
generation, one which never has been challenged by any side to the
circumstances.

Perhaps the question should be rephrased. 'While it is true that
the Italian army protected Jews in Greece, Yugoslavia, and southern
France, some in the Fascist government did as well. On the other hand,
the Italian army committed war atrocities including gas attacks on
Ethiopian soldiers and civilians, as well as punitive massacres of Greek
villagers. Hence the question, why not the Jews? If then a fact of
history represents only part of the story, the historian has perforce to
uncover the sub surface realities which influence, if not shape, both the
past and the present.

Steinberg has written a volume that is more than history or rather
more than a chronicle of the events and an explanation or interpretation
of them. He asks a question, simple on the surface, that leads him
into an analysis of the history and culture of two distinct civilizations,
each caught up in a violent revolution. The question is why two armies
subject to dictatorial leaders who were allied, treated the Jews under
their control in totally different ways. Here the author points to a
fascinating phenomenon almost unique in history. In Greece and Yugo-
slavia both armies functioned under relatively similar conditions during
the same period. Therefore we have a unique historical crucible within
which to test the nature of two disparate cultures acting within the
same contemporary reality.

The auhor builds his story carefully. Part one of the volume de-
scribes the events recreated from the documentary detritus of two
totalitarian bureaucracies. This too is part of contemporary research
on the Holocaust period. For over thirty years, scholars were content
to study and analyze the lsluremburg and other post-war trial docu-
ments for their information. It was as if the lawyers, or rather the
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prosecutors, had proven the case and it was sufficient for scholars to
organize, categorize, and pontificate on the basis of this huge corpus.
It is no wonder that anti-Holocaust historians were able to challenge
the "Holocaust conspiracy" by appealing to a broader readeship and
by drawing from their own apologetic critique of the same material.
Historians, however, find that a text has its true meaning in context
rather than isolated from its Sitz im Leben and buried in theoretical
argument. Thus Steinberg waded through both Nazi and Fascist docu-
ments in order to understand or at least follow what they did and
why they thought they were doing it.

The events related in the book fall into four phases marking the
period April 1941 to September 1943. The first, from April 1941 to
June 1942, brings two armies of occupation, the German and the Italian,
into the Balkans. The author calls this the phase of unsystematic murder.
This was the heyday of the Croatian Ustasha butchering of Serbs and
Jews, both of whom fled to the Italian zone. Phase two, from June to
November 1942, he calls systematic murder. Here the Italian government
as well as the army were aware of the Final Solution and for many
reasons chose to protect Jews seeking asylum in the Italian zone. Phase
three, from November 1942 to July 1943, found the Italians sick of
a war that they saw was lost and hence they extended an active de-
fense of the Jews in occupied Greece and France. The last act was from
July 25 to September 8, 1943, wherein the Badoglio government in
Italy protected Jews with a clear eye to its imminent surrender to the
Allies who already had a foothold in the Italian patria.

So far we learn nothing new except a few more facts as well as
a chronology of Italian attitudes. Helpful this is and useful for scholars
and students of the Holocaust to follow the story within the context
of the actual war. It may be important to note that the author is a
modern historian and does not concern himself professionally with
Jewish history. A new perspective on an old problem is always welcome.

Part two of the book raises this study to the level of a major
contribution both for those working independently in Jewish or in
general history. Here the author's comparative method raises a •new
focus based on his deep analysis of the two cultures involved. Just why
and how do Germans and Italians differ? What are the basic charac-
teristics of the Nazi and Fascist revolutions? How do the leaders of
each compare autonomously and in relation to each other? Finally, how
do the Jews of Germany and Italy fit into the complex matrix of each
culture where the surface arguments of each revolution manifest them-
selves differently in each society? Here the author gives us a valuable
lesson in historical interpretation that supplements his competent exer-
cise in the methodology of the historical discipline in Part One.

In these four thematically taut chapters he changes style from
chronological analysis to a more biblical contrast of opposites. The story,
as in any historical narrative, goes beyond good Italians and bad Ger-
mans The author is careful not to let moral didacticism cloud the vicis-

Book Reviews	 127



situdes of human nature. Why did one individual save documents that
if found by the allied Gestapo would cost him his life, yet when pre-
sented to the enemy would possibly mitigate his punishment. He sum-
marizes Italian public life as disorder, disobedience and menfreghismo,
... slyness, corruption and casual carelessness. "In effect, the vices
of Italian public life made the virtues of humanity easier to practice."
German bureaucracy on the other hand was a model of Prussian honesty
and efficiency, in the abstract something to be admired. Yet during the
war it is best summed up by the dilemma of an army officer in Serbia
who correlated the number of hostages shot with the number who ought
to have been shot in reprisal for attacks on German soldiers. The author
concludes that there is much to understand from the impersonal language
and the pedantic bureaucratise of the report which lists humans as
Bestanden (supplies) just as the concentration camp referred to Jews
as Stficke (pieces). "Evil," he reminds us, "is the perversion of good:"
Just as the Nazis perverted the autonomy of Jewish self-government m
East Europe to organize the destruction of the Jews, so they perverted
the efficiency of the Prussian civil service to dehumanize German culture.

And what of the charisma of Adolph Hitler and Benito Mussolini?
Most important for the author is the "brutal friendship" between the
two, the admiration of the Nazi Fiihrer for Ii Duce, his Fascist idol. It
was "Hitler's affection for Mussolini that gave the Italians some limited
freedom" to counter German military and civilian policies. It was
Italian humanity that allowed some individuals to act decently within
such a situation. "Hitler felt affection for Mussolini; Mussolini found
Hitler repellent and yet exhilirating, hypnotically powerful, ultimately
frightening." In his analysis of the two dictators there seems to be a
deep metaphor of a mixed male-female relationship between the two
men. Mussolini, the historian notes, may have been Hitler's only friend.

The author's comparison of the two armies is not new but suc-
cinctly put. The Italian army was archaic, moribund with an aged
leadership and a lackadaisical manner. The Wehrmacht was taut, ag-
gressive, and rewarding of potential leadership in the field. Ii Duce
directed a royal army which was sympathetic to its Jews: "traditional,
liberal, masonic, philo-semitic." Hitler, on the other hand, had his
special SS military units imbued with anti-Semitism and constantly issued
reminders to his Wehrmacht staff that fraternization tvith "das Ju-
dentum" was a heinous crime against the new order. In illustration,
the author traced down an administrative guideline that sums up the
anti-Semitic ideal of the Third Reich; it should be cited in any course
on the Holocaust.

His last chapter surveys the role of Jews in the modem histories
of Italy and Germany and the responses of the respective majorities
to their contributions. Again, nothing new that has not been studied
extensively in monographs for the past generation. Yet the author in-
fuses his summary with a moral invective worthy of the Bible which
he quotes in his conclusion. "The evils of fascism and national
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socialism became possible when ... The fanatical followers of Hitler
and Mussolini made men into gods." In turn, they "suffered for it";
the Germans with a physical destruction and the Italians with moral
pangs. The Germans worshipped the Messiah of Unreason (pace
Nietzsche). Both forgot the admonition of Moses, which Steinberg
quotes as his final statement:

Thou shalt have none other gods before me ... thou shalt not
bow down thyself unto them nor serve them: for I the Lord
thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of
them that hate me [Deuteronomy 5, 7-91.

Perhaps herein we have a key to an understanding of the first post-war
generation in Europe.

YIZHAR HIRSCHFELD, The Judean Desert Monasteries in the Byzantine
Period. New Haven, Yale University Press, 1992.

What entices a male (or a female) to go off into the desert to
lead a celibate life divorced from family and normative society? And
why should generations of Christian males search for isolation either
alone or in organized communities choose the inhospitable nooks and
crannies of the Judean desert to live out their religious and spiritual
destinies?

The author does not pursue this line of inquiry. It suffice then
to note that Jews had sought spiritual fulfillment in the deserts of
Israel since the biblical days from Moses and Elijah to the Rechabites
and the Essenes (the latter including both males and females). Their
stories are recorded in the Tanakh and New Testament and in the works
of Philo and Josephus which were available to Christians in Greek.

Rather, as an archaeologist, the author is concerned with providing
an archaeological and literary survey of the sites of monasteries, the daily
life of the monks, how they supported themselves, the secular and sacred
locales within the complexes and their attitudes as guardians of the holy
sites and as hosts to myriads of pilgrims. In other words, we are treated
to the physical world of Christian monasticism in Israel during the
Byzantine period (4th-7th centuries) by a trained archaeologist who
personally mapped out this arcane world in a series of scientific surveys.
The book goes far in explaining for us the reality of monasticism and

STEVEN BOWMAN
University of Cincinnati
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its internal history. Further studies in this area will be unlikely. To
understand monasticism itself, however, we should now add the inner
dimension (well documented but necessitating psychological and phenom-
enological analysis) along with an external history of the area (still to
be reconstructed from the outlines in this book and other sources).

The author begins with a survey of the physical environment which
turns out •to be well watered though very desolate. He explores the
agricultural basis of the settlements and shows them to be self support-
ing and in ecological balance with the fragile environment. The area
surveyed is relatively small, yet it is conveniently near to the holy center
of Jerusalem; thus the monks called it "the desert of the Holy City."
Interestingly, many of these sites were originally built or hewn out by
Jews during the Second Temple period, e.g., Masada and the Bar
Kokhba caves, or were abandoned Roman fortresses and outpost. The
author identifies 65 monasteries (40 on the desert plateau and about 20
around Jericho). Isolated caves and hermitages greatly increase the den-
sity of monastic habitation.

Most monks chose to stay in the desert after a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem. History records the 4th century Chariton (died ca. 350) of
Iconium (Konya in southern Turkey) as the founder of three major
complexes at Pharan (near Ein Fara), Dorika (by Jericho), and Souka
(near Tekoa). Euthemius (377-473) of Melitene (in Armenia) founded
a number of monasteries and organized the framework of Judean
monasticism which quickly attracted pilgrims from all over the Chris-
tian world. It was his supporters who provided the administrators for
the Church of Jerusalem which in turn succored the desert monasteries.
Another Anatolian, Gerasimus of Lycia, founded several monasteries
in the Jordan Valley. Other founders include Theodosius and Sabas
(d. 532) both of Caesarea in Cappadocia (southwest Turkey).

The Persian invasion of 614 stemmed the growth of monasteries,
while the Arab conquest of 634 cut off the flow of pilgrims and re-
sulted in the abandonment of many of the Judean monasteries. The
author ignores an interesting discovery shown to me in the Rockefeller
Museum in Jerusalem. A small box containing six coprolytes (petrified
jackal feces) is the only physical witness to monks who died in the area,
probably during the Persian advance. An analysis of the coproIytes
shows the monks to have worn Egyptian cotton garments and to have
suffered from leprosy. Indeed, according to the Museum's director,
many monasteries may have been leprosaria, which might explain why
some people went to live there. Much of what exists today in the area
is a result of the revival in the nineteenth century under the auspices
of the Greek Patriarchate.

Like Qumran and the modem kibbutz movement, the little settle-
ments whether of the laura type (low density) or cenobitic (centralized)
were self sustaining. The buildings were constructed by local contractors
and the labor of the monks themselves. Both of these types of monas-
teries and the anchorite hermits guided and hosted the many pilgrims
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to the holy sites of the Bible and the New Testament, from Jerusalem
and Bethlehem to Jericho and to the Dead Sea.

Several interesting points demystify some religious curiosities. It
was customary for the pilgrim to pour oil into the saint's grave. This
may well explain why, as often reported in sources from Palestine to
Europe, that when holy graves were opened the body of the saint was
found to be perfectly preserved and exuding a sweet odor. The phenom-
enon of pickling a corpse, of course, reflects the Egyptian process of
mummification and is familiar, mutatis mutandis, to all who indulge
in Middle Eastern cooking. Suffice it to say that those who ascended
to heaven in an odor of sanctity (monks rarely washed) usually had
their bodies purified by accident after death. Living monks spent their
time hewing wood and drawing water for the monasteries while some
became .quite famous locally as basket weavers; they sold their products
to pilgrims directly or in the great market center of Jerusalem.

What perhaps is more interesting and may stimulate some psycho-
logical comparisons, is the central role of death in the spiritual life of
the monastic community. Any visitor to an eastern monastery will find
fascinating the stacks of skulls of departed brothers, an interesting parallel
to ancestor worship—the ancient Canaanites among other cultures used
to bury their ancestors or newborns under the floor of the house. The
monks of the desert also practiced secondary burial of bones much like
the ossuary tradition of ancient and mishnaic Israel and the Maniates
of the southern Peloponnesus. The concern with death after life was
seen by them as a continuing life after death, an idea that is alien to
the business of death in our contemporary world.

The book is replete with excellent photos and sketch maps and
a wealth of technical description, although the latter does not over-
whelm the reader's concentration. This book •is a model of scholarly
presentation and should become the standard reference work for anyone
interested in this fascinating phenomenon of holy colonization in the
deserts of Judea.

STEVEN BOWMAN
University of Cincinnati

Campaign of the Fallen and Piraeus in the Year 1827 or Journal of a
Volunteer Being the Personal Account of Captain Thomas Douglas
Whitcombe. Edited with Introduction, Notes, and Appendices by
C.W.J. Eliot. Princeton, NJ: The American School of Classical Studies
at Athens, 1992. Plates. Maps. 232 pp., $20.00.

Thomas Douglas Whitecombe was wounded in the head during
the same battle in which Yeorgios Karaiskakis, one of the better known
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military captains of the revolutionary era, died in a small scale battle
while attempting to raise the Ottoman siege of the Acropolis in May
1827. Karaiskakis' death is thought by many to have been the result
of a plot, hatched by either the Greek notables or more likely by the
Great Powers. There is a large body of popular history and a wide-
spread conventional wisdom shared by many Greeks attesting to the
suspicious nature of ICaraiskakis' death despite the lack of any support-
ing evidence. More sober observers may wish to explain those suspicions
as an aspect of the popular "anti-foreign" and "anti-establishment" in-
terpretations and conspiracy theories about the outcome of the 1821
revolution that were popularized in the 1950s and 1960s by politically
left-wing historians such as Diraitris Fotiades. It is the same climate
that bred the admiration of General Ioannis Makriyannis' memoirs, an
account of the revolutionary and post-revolutionary eras that reflect
the suspicions of many Greeks that contemporary politics were shaped
by internally and externally-woven conspiracies.

We now have something close to a first hand account of Karaiskakis'
death in the journal of Whitcombe, a young English gunnery officer,
who volunteered in an expedition to relieve the Turkish siege of the
Acropolis and thus fought on the same battlefiel with Karaiskakis. In
view of the conspiracy theories that somehow implicate the British in
Karaiskakis' death, it is a matter of supreme irony that a few days before
his death, Karaiskakis, on meeting Whitcombe, had this to say: "You
are an Englishman, ... and yours is a nation which has never belied
the trust all brave men repose in it." (Pp. 137-38) One is left to wonder
whether Karaiskakis was so naive as to really believe in what he said,
or, more interestingly, whether this was a common attitude among the
Greek rebel leadership before the end of the revolution and the beginning
of Britain's machinations (I almost wrote conspiracies) in the post-
revolutionary era that were designed to solidify British interests and
control in independent Greece. Whitcombe did not witness Karaiskakis'
wounding that led to his death, though he fought in the same battle,
but describes it as an untimely death that galvanized his Rumeliot forces
into a fighting frenzy against the Turkish forces. He confirms that it
was a particularly bloody encounter, though hardly strategically crucial,
that cost an unusually high figure of casualties, about 500 on the Greek
side and about 1,000 on the Ottoman side. Whitcombe himself was
wounded, in the head. There is no mention of any contemporary con-
troversy, either on the battlefield or off it that would corroborate the
suspicions that Karaiskakis' death was due to treachery of some kind.

The value of Whitcombe's account goes far beyond his description
of the battle in which Karaiskakis died because it offers a lively, detailed
and fascinating picture of the conditions under which the Greek revolu-
tion was fought, as well as of the living conditions at that time. There
are several issues that Whitcombe's account highlights. It provides an
interesting insight to the ways many volunteers from abroad regarded
the Greeks. The account covers the period between the winter of 1826
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to the summer of 1827, during which the author traveled from the
Cyclades to the Ionian islands and from there over into Peloponnesus
to pursue "business" in Nafplio (Napoli di Romana), before making
up his mind to volunteer to fight for the Greeks, a decision he records
with splendid detachment and understatement: "Perhaps the characteriz-
ing bias of my nation to have a finger in the pie whenever anything
particular was stirring went some way towards maturing ray half-formed
plans. (P. 61) By volunteering to fight, as he did after making his
way to the siege of the Acropolis, Whitcornbe qualifies as a philhellene.
Yet the comments in his diary remind us that the term philhellene may
be too broad or too literal a category, because in practice many philhellenes
had a deprecating view of the Greeks. Whitcombe, preparing for battle,
noted: "I had long marked with pity, mingled with contempt, the
indolent habits of the Greeks, but my present pursuits brought with
increased strength before my view their astonishing supineness and want
of energy in securing the means thrown into their hands for carrying
on the war." (P. 61) Almost a century later, another British overseas
volunteer, George Orwell had something similar to say for the Spaniards
he was fighting with in his Homage to Catalonia. The answer to the
apparent paradox may be that the Whitcombe and Orwells of this world
were not fighting for the Greeks or the Spaniards, but fighting for
and against ideas and principles they believed in. But if that is the
case, we should use the term philhellene more carefully.

In describing the preparations and the battles he took part in,
Whitcombe's account conjures up interesting images of the revolutionary
era's art of making war. British historian Douglas Dakin remarked on
the actual fighting practices employed during the Greek revolution.
Rather than the pitched battles between regular forces depicted in
the revolution's iconography (some of it commissioned by none other
than Makriyannis soon after the war, no doubt to impart some badly
needed dignity to the unhappy military captains, who were being pushed
aside by the Bavarian state-builders) the battles alternated between guerrilla
warfare, skirmishes and day-long stand-offs punctuated by shouting
matches with very few casualties on either side. This is not a style of
fighting that has been recorded in conventional military histories but
it was germane to the conditions obtaining in the Ottoman-held Balkans
in the early nineteenth century: a dearth of ammunition and firepower,
and an excess of unreliable mercenaries fighting on each side, were
liable to be swayed by a persuasive tale about the impending arrival of
reinforcements. In any case, the culture of fighting through its hit and
run tactics employed by the irregular militias that stood both for and
against Ottoman authority, made the set positions of a battlefield seem
as ridiculous as some of the antics of those rebels appear to us today.
Whitcombe describes those tactics in detail, and he does so with the
serious and understanding tone that perhaps only one who has fought
under those conditions can adopt.

Finally, since Whitcombe travelled widely during his stay in Greece,
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his journal offers vivid descriptions of several important locations. To
be sure, his observations are not free of the types of biases one would
expect. Nevertheless, this is not a traveler who is annoyingly prejudiced
and thus what he has to say about the Ionian, Peloponnesus, the Saronic
and Cycladic islands are noteworthy. For example, he writes of his
impressions of present-day Ermoupolis: "Syra, a dirty and poky hole
as it really was, appeared almost like a city of palaces after the towns
I had lately been accustomed to see." (P. 120)

To be sure, Whitcombe was far from being a protagonist in the
revolutionary events, but his oblique, close-up view of the conditions
under which the revolution unfolded is undoubtedly a valuable one.
Moreover, his manuscript has benefitted from the loving care and profes-
sional excellence which C.W.J. Eliot has provided; a short historical
sketch, an excellent review of the existing published accounts by par-
ticipants, as well as information about the background of the author
and his journals and annotations to the text. All this is done with great
detail and care and helps make this volume ,the fifth in the American
School of Classical Studies at Athens series of Gennadeion Monographs,
a most welcome addition to the bibliography on the Greek revolution.
Finally, the book is beautifully produced, adding to the pleasure of one's
encounter with Captain Whitcombe's journal.

ALEXANDER K,ITROEFF
New York University

Kosms BOTOPOULOS, Socialistes kai Eksousia: Ellada, Gallia, Ispania
ste dekaetia ton 80. Athens, Polis: 1994.

By inaugurating the "third wave of democracy," the massive trend
toward democratization that took place around the world during the last
decade, Southern Europe became a focal point of research in political
science. The research on Southern European transitions to democracy
managed to transcend geographic boundaries and led to innovative
theoretical contributions. The same, however, cannot be said of the
work on another important (or so it seemed initially) Southern European
political trend: the quasi-simultaneous socialist victories that marked the
beginning of the eighties in France, Greece, and Spain. Indeed, most of
the work analyzing this phenomenon has tended to be descriptive,
case-oriented, and atheoretical.

This is surprising because the socialist victories are puzzling in
many respects. Southern European socialist parties emerged as far more
radical political organizations than their northern counterparts. What is
more, they suddenly overshadowed them by winning impressive victories

134	 JOURNAL OF THE HELLENIC DIASPORA



in a decade of generalized left-wing retrenchment. They did so, more-
over, in countries long dominated by the Right and lacking both a
numerous unionized working dass and a significant socialist tradition.
Many observers thought at the time that radical Southern European
socialism held a new recipe for left-wing success. However, these parties
quickly disappointed those who expected them to live by their carefully
cultivated radical image and hastily evolved into moderate quasi-centrist
parties.

Kostas Botopoulos' book, Socialistes hal Eksoiesia: Ellada, Gallia,
Ispania ste dekaetia tots 80 [Socialists and Power: Greece, France, Spain
in the 1980s decade) surveys the huge gap between socialist expectations
and governmental action in these three countries. The book is a revised
and updated version of a doctoral dissertation submitted to the Univer-
sity of Paris I—and also published in French under the title Les
Socialistes 4 l'ápretive du pouvoir (Bruxelles: Bruylant, 1993). It is
divided into two parts dealing with major shifts on four levels: ideology
and party organization in the first part, and institutions and policy in
the second part. The author thoroughly draws from a wide variety of
sources in four languages, including newspapers and periodicals (al-
though not personal interviews or archives and primary material). The
book's main originality lies in its integrated treatment of the three cases,
which avoids the "case by case" format. The author argues that socialist
parties followed a common path in introducing four major "re-
equilibrations," all different (indeed, opposite) from their initial in-
tentions: of executive over legislative, of government over party
organization, of policy over ideology, and of economics over social
considerations. The main cnclusion is encapsulated in this statement:
"Power transformed socialist parties more than the other way around"
(p. 361).

Yet, one wonders about the originality or novelty of such a find-
ing. That Southern European societies did not become socialist and that
they were not radically transformed despite a long (and majoritarian)
socialist party tenure is hardly a striking observation. Nor is the descriptive
delineation of his failure original. Unfortunately, the book stops short of
asking any causal question at all: for instance, why were the socialist
parties totally unable (or unwilling?) to implement a more radical
or even a "progressive" program? Why didn't they resist "ideological
fashion?" (p. 93). What explains their initial radicalism in the presence
of huge structural constraints? More generally, under what conditions
do parties transform themselves? Under what conditions do radical
parties contribute to the consolidation of the very institutional structures
they intended to overhaul? Finally, where does the Southern European
socialist phenomenon fit in a wider theoretical context?

The failure to probe deeper causal and theoretical puzzles is mir-
rored by an analysis which remains too superficial, emphasizing factual
breadth at the expense of analytical depth and sharpness. This is un-
fortunate because one finds numerous interesting insights which are
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dropped after being mentioned, instead of being systematically pursued
and explored (for example, the hint that the press in Greece operates
as an equivalent of the 'checks and balances" institutional mechanism
(pp. 269-71). This tendency is accompanied by a propensity to formulate
causal statements in a theoretical and empirical vacuum: "PASOK
acquired its great political power precisely because it moderated to a
great degree its ideological specificity" (p. 59); "the fragmentation
and heterogeneity of the bourgeoisie leads to the "overpoliticization
and theatralization of the political life," and reduces "the autonomy of
all non state institutions" (p. 64); "the political shift (of the socialist
parties) was a consequence of their ideological shift" (p. 355). Like-
wise, platitudes abound: for instance, the traditional exercise of politics
in Greece is defined as a domination of discourse over action (p. 87),
and the abandonment of ambitious reform schemes is at one point im-
puted to "lack of faith, lack of daring, and pressure from constraints"
(p. 243). In addition, one finds occasional factual errors as well: the
claim (p. 370) that Socialist parties lost their sociological distinctiveness
and became mere representative cross-sections of the population does
not stand, at least for the Greek case. PASOK was sociologically un-
distinctive before coming to power: the composition of the PASOK
electorate in the 1981 elections mirrored almost perfectly Greek society.
The book suffers from conseptual confusion as well. Many concepts
are used in a way that lacks rigor, while their meaning often shifts.
Transformism, the process of parliamentary cooptation of political op-
ponents within a single party structure refers in the book to an inter-
mediate stage between radicalism and reformism where the state is
used •to achieve long-term change (pp. 285 -6). Social democracy is
stripped of its historical content (that of a mass party closely connected
with an active and unionized working class) and reduced to pragmatism
and reformism (p. 47—but see pp. 365-6 for a more nuanced use of
the term). Corporatism is turned into a vague linkage between state and
interest groups and the exercise of pressure by the latter upon the
former (p. 347).

What should have been the main strength of the book, namely
its comparative perspective, falls short of expectations. Comparison turns
up to be a mere juxtaposition of cases instead of a tool for inference.
Similarities and differences between the cases are merely reported rather
than used for the extraction of causal statements or even the formulation
of interesting hypotheses. For example, no coherent explanation is given
for the divergent ideological and policy priorities of the three socialist
parties and no implications are drawn from them. On the other hand
the weaving of all three cases into a common narrative is far from
seamless and can often be confusing. Finally, the focus on institutions
tends to be legalistic and formalistic, thus missing their social and
political dimension. For example, PASOK's achievement of legislatively
ending the political divisions of the civil war should have been ex-
plicitly connected to the party's recurrent political manipulation of the
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same divisions to derive electoral benefits. Its trade-union legislation
has to simultaneously take into account its attempted take-over of most
interest groups. This is a perspective recently stressed in political science
by the "new institutionalism": institutions matter (a point denied by
both the behavioralism and functionalism of the 1960s) but they do
so in close interaction with their social and political environment, linked
to choice and action (a point ignored by the traditional legalistic studies).

In sum, this book falls short of answering some interesting and
important political and theoretical questions because it does not ask
them. With its focus on ideology and formal institutions, it exemplifies
an obsolete way of doing political science.

STATHIS N. KALYVAS
New York University

KOSTAS MYRSIADES, Others Must Dance for Lord Dionysus Now. Draw-
ings by Gus Sermas. New York: Pella Publishing Company, 1993,
pp. 72.

Like Dionysus, who fled Greece to escape Hera's wrath, Kostas
Myrsiades left the turbulent Greek countryside of the Civil War to
seek a new life in the United States. For twenty years, he has worked
as a professor of comparative literature, critic, and journal editor. In
this collection of free verse poems written in English, a man-horse, or
centaur, who prepares an emigrant for his exile foresees that in the land
"beyond that black streak on the lucid sea ...[ reason is far different
from our own / reality is myth and only the mythical area real." This
stark comment would imply that the prospective exile leaves behind a
place where circumstances are very different: where reality is not mythical
and where the mythical is not the only real. To clarify what is unsaid
here is necessary for an understanding of Kostas Myrsiades's personal
poetic memoir since the exiled persona—with whom Myrsiades no doubt
identifies—comments more on his forsaken land of origin than his land
of domicile. Indeed, the memoir says little about the land of domicile
as it deals persistently with the land left behind.

Fittingly, the memoir's progression is less from Greece to exile than
from a place of comfortable exile to the past. The four parts of this
collection move from a section entitled "Beyond Greece: Exile" back
to the native "Samos: An Island," to the village of "Vourliotes," and
finally to an area of vineyards below the village called "Niag." Given
the emphasis on Greece, it is, perhaps, easiest to comment on this collec-
tion by beginning in the past, with the last, and therefore chronologically
speaking, earliest section.
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Origin lies in the vineyards of Samos where a "stallion sun"
beats down and "mounts" a feminized landscape—"an unsuspecting
earth"—to give birth to the region's famed wine, its "ejaculated. mus-
catel." This earth is identified with the human flesh of the Samian
peasants who till it. The poet's Sissyphian father who, during the German
occupation tread on grapes that bespattered him with their Dionysian
blood, could later only look so helplessly as the fruit of his tormenting
labor was shipped away to Germany. The exportation of the wine, the
village's life blood, is soon followed by the very inhabitants who grew it.

The second section paints the island of Samos from Occupation to
the Civil War and focusses on the suffering of leftists at this time:

... on the day of the enemy defeat,
the liberators
pulled Talos's bronze pin
spilling his life blood
on MAKRONISOS.
("A Resistance Fighter on Samos," p. 22)

Figures such as Philoctetes and Neoptolemus are deployed to register
feelings of abandonment and unfulfilment in a synesthetic landscape of
stench and decay. The animalistic description of a mother mourning the
loss of her sons (p. 27) details her writhing in slime, festering flesh,
and sighs—the "oozing gangrenous muck of human parts" which the
exiled Theseus leaves behind for Ellis Island in 1948 (p. 36). The
last poem of this section focusses not on the poet's arrival in America,
but on his return to Samos:

Before the prow

of twenty years ago
after a long absence to find once again:
... somewhere beyond the approaching wave

the island

Maenads

stooped in vineyards,
thigs glistening in the sun;
evenings charged with reveling sounds
of peasants

pumping sperm.
("An Immigrant Approaching Samos After a Long Abscence," p. 37)

The poet-persona, riding high on the penetrating phallic prow as it
cuts through the water toward the glistening thighs of stooped Maenads,
in a verticalized, psychosexual dynamic that recurs in Myrsiades's
descriptions, here recalls Elytis's sailor in the poem "Aegean," from
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his collection Orientations, as he whistles from the highest mast of a
ship entering the island that cradles his arrival, or coming.

The third section, with its more direct focus on Vourliotes, fills
out this insistent sensual and fleshy description of the islanders in an
atmosphere of rotting bones (p. 42), a "smell of goats" (p. 46), and
"donkey dung" (p. 53). Presiding over this carnal dance "from the
altar cross / a bellowing Dionysus / hangs transfixed / from a suspended
vine" (p. 44). Myrsiades's depiction of "real life" reminds one of
Sartre's notion of the "viscosity" and "gluiness" of a contingent world
where meaning, continuity and duration are lacking. To propose a paral-
lel sentiment, Myrsiades's bodily and biological interjections build on
their contrast with an acknowledged higher realm of tradition and holi-
ness. The falling is considered in facile terms: saints loafing idly in
chapels, playing backgammon, wait around to catch out the passer-by
who pisses behind the chapel wall. Elsewhere, the local saint reads a
month old paper in the dim light of a chapel oil lamp "while in a bed
of breasts and thighs / a smothered peasant grasps for air" ("Village
Bachanal," p. 47).

By this point, the reader, like the peasant, feels a little smothered
and in need of a gasp of air. A deeper understanding will occur only
far away from the earthiness of Samian secretions and benevolent glis-
tening thighs, in the United States and in Myrsiades's first section
entitled "Beyond Greece: Exile." But, even in exile, Greece is never
away from center stage, for this section is driven by the unspoken
distinction that idealism, rational sublimity, and love does not come
about in the Greece left behind. The centaur holds out a promise of
"love" in the new land, "in a world that ignores vineyards for the sea."
Nostos will occur in the exile home and desire will there be fulfilled,
citing Odyssey VI, in the marital embrace and in harmonious converse.
Myrsiades, an enthusiastic reader and critic of Ritsos, seems not to share
Ritsos's dark depiction of nostos in his poem H And ymcsrj .c1G 11.1jvs-
Xemjg from Repetitions in which Penelope feels despairingly empty at
the sight of her Odysseus. In fact, Ritsos's Penelope locates years of
desire and longing in the bodies of the dead suitors ill front of her.
Myrsiades' opening poem in this section is the site where such love is
consummated, not sexually but noetically, in a poem dedicated to his
wife Linda, in which Penelope catches Odysseus's eye as she decrees the
archery contest to the suitors:

Their gazes touched once again
and both Odysseus and Penelope

knew. (p. 3)

The repressed core of Myrsiades's text erupts in the poem's misspelt,
or misprinted, title "Odysseus and Penelope Secretely ( ! sic) Plot Against
the Suitors (for Linda). This slip of the pen, a secretion of sorts, leaves
a trail that secretly points to the other pole of dualities that plot
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Myrsiades' poetic world: Tradition and Religion / Paganism and
Physicality, Apollonian / Dionysian; Deep Love and Understanding /
Sperm and Secretion; Mind / Body; the US / Greece. The only col-
lapsible coupling is exile and home, for nostos is achieved in exile, in
the new home.

The remaining poems of this section employ comparable schemata
to focus on the Greece of then and now. The Greece of the dictator-
ship years is seen through a similar lens whence an idealized and beau-
tiful classical Greece finds in its dictatorship present an obscene coun-
terpart or ignominious analogue—a chipped statue or a Helen who
launches not a thousand ships, but a rubber duck. The errant Dionysus
pops up frequently, as does his penis, in everyday scenes that, once again,
announce cultural and historical decline, a falling off. Rarer are the
moments in which Myrsiades's metaphors succeed—likening the colonels'
tanks to the Trojan horse, its "iron belly disgorging helmeted men,"
or catching "old women tucking in their dead"—f or, to carry off such
laconic poems, hanging as they are, precariously, on one often static
comparative axis, depends on winning the wager of a clever contrivance.
The short poems of another Greek writing in America, Yiorgos Choulia-
ras, often fare well in this regard. Myrsiades's chances for pulling off
this gambit are significantly diminihed by his dependence on classical
and mythological archetypes that only occassionally surpass stereotypical
and passing allusions. Similarly, where Myrsiades alludes to Seferian
or Cavafian models, though he does manage to capture something of
the original, his poems' overall conception tribializes the structural
complexity of, say, an original Cavafy poem. To carry this off is to be
sure, a tall order. "The Second Coming of Dionysus on Samos (After
Cavafy)" falls especially flat in this regard as it problematises none of
the elements that are turned inside out in Cavafy's "Waiting for Bar-
barians"—the dialectic of native and barbarian, question and answer,
agency and passivity, etc.

Kostas Myrsiades's memoir has its moments. And the Pella Press
must again be commended for its willigness to support and publish
poetry in trying times, for they are revealing apertures through which
we view Greek experience in America. Poetically, Myrsiades does not
extricate himself from the round of a particularly well-rehearsed dance
of poetic pronouncement on Greece, he ventures few improvised steps
or agile kicks. Unrelenting accounts of sexual acrobatics and body parts
(capitalized) do not compensate for these. A personal voice is crowded
out by myth and poetic strategies adopted in deference to an archetypal
literary modernism (see " An Immigrant Plots His Homecoming from
Waterloo, Iowa" (p. 7). Some of his mythic correspondences do pro-
vide neat subtexts, but also swamp a private American experience and
allow little room for its exposition. I am reminded of Yiorgos Kalogeras's
observation how early Greek-American texts side-stepped the painful
details of the immigrant tale in favor of poetry and short stories that
focussed on classical culture in Greece or presented a nostalgic recol-
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lection of the motherland; Myrsiades recollects a Greek past, carnal
and violent, presided over by Lord Dionysus with mythic backdrops
that further debase it, allow him to free himself of it, and so justify
his nostos, and personal remaking, in a new home. As a result, his Greece
falls victim to the structuring oppositions and themes of a western
world view of the "other" that, in the end, inspite or even because of
a genuine yearning, implicitly affirm a western, here an American, ex-
perience. The instrumentality of Greek experience to this understated
yet central quest leaves us with a Greece represented in rather static
terms. Indicatively, Myrsiades's observations may very well strike a
chord with the Greek American reader precisely because they reproduce
cultural representations and typologies with which the diaspora man-
ages a "Greek reality" in its attempt to make life, through its Greek
identity in America, more palatable. The burgeoning interest in diaspora
studies, and the growing appetite for Greek American studies of late,
must spawn studies that will plot works such as this in the diaspora's
ever-changing imaginary of its "home" and its "now," and compare it
to the landscapes of other Greek American (also Greek-American),
and ethnic voices.

VANGELIS CALOTYCHOS
Harvard University

MONTEAGLE STEARNS, Entangled Allies. U.S. Policy Toward Greece,
Turkey, and Cyprus. New York: Council on Foreign Relations, 1992.
Pp. 224.

The end of the Cold War may have saved mankind from nuclear
destruction but it also opened wider the floodgates of a much more
enduring scourge: virulent ethnic conflict. Unrestrained by super-power
control and emboldened by the collapsing international order, historically
distinct ethnic groups have rediscovered age-old tribal hatreds, fears
and vendettas and are struggling to separate themselves from "for-
eigners" inhabiting the same space. In a few states, such as Czechoslo-
vakia and Canada, the drive for separation has remained peaceful; else-
where, as in Lebanon, the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, it has produced
violence, civil war and untold human suffering. And as each new crisis
demands the world's attention, old and festering intra-state conflicts
are crowded out of the limelight, particularly if they no longer cause
further death and destruction.

One of the crippled states which the world has learned to live with
is Cyprus which, since 1974, remains divided by armed force into a
Turkish-occupied north and a Greek-governed south. And while the
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literature on the Cyprus problem and the consequent Greek-Turkish
conflict is by now considerable, most of it focuses on various interpreta-
tions of the causes and results of the controversy, with some finger-
pointing reflecting the author's point of view. At last we have a study
that is not only penetrating and impartial on the issues, but also offers
a sound prescription for resolving the dispute. In this respect, Entangled
Allies updates and improves upon the earlier and very useful Adelphi
Papers on the Cyprus problem by Robert McDonald and Andrew Wilson.
What makes this slender volume additionally important is the fact that
its author is not an arm-chair analyst of international conflict but a
veteran diplomat and negotiator with first-hand knowledge of the think-
ing and positions of all sides of this vexing controversy.

Monteagle Stearns, a retired American Foreign Service Officer
whose career included posts in Greece and Turkey (he was ambassador
to Greece in the early 1980s), visited Cyprus, Athens and Ankara in
1990 as a Fellow at the Council of Foreign Relations. Accompanied
by the Council's director of studies, Nicholas X. Rizopoulos, a diplomatic
historian, Stearns conducted interviews and elicited perspectives on what
might constitute an acceptable settlement of the issues which divide
Greece and Turkey as well as the two Cypriot communities. His find-
ings, filtered through his deep knowledge of American, Greek and
Turkish positions, serve as the back-drop for his own set of proposi-
tions and steps for resolving Greek-Turkish disputes and extricating
Cyprus from its present truncation.

The chronology of the Cyprus problem and its disastrous impact
on Greek-Turkish relations since the 1950s need not be repeated here.
A major feature of Stearns' analysis is the emphasis he places on the
failure of the United States from the outset to address the Greek-
Turkish dispute except in a reactive, damage-control manner. Preoccupied
with global cold war considerations and "continuing to regard Greek-
Turkish problems as an annoying distraction from our main business of
military security," successive administrations failed to "play an effec-
tive role" and to "build a healthier, stronger relationship with them
both" (50). Thus it is the author's contention that the United States
will have to reverse its stand and play a catalytic role if its two allies
are to settle their differences.

Refusing to be drawn into the barren debate whether Turkey or
Greece is more valuable for western strategy Stearns outlines the ways
in which Greek-Turkish quarrels have damaged NATO not merely in
the Eastern Mediterranean but beyond. Consequently, it is in NATO's
interest to serve as the vehicle for establishing confidence and trust be-
tween its two members. Moreover, by regarding the two Cypriot com-
munities as little more than extensions of the Greek and Turkish nations,
he assumes that the controversy concerning the future of the island
republic would become manageable once Athens and Ankara have set
out to end their feuding. Thus, Greek-Turkish problems in the Aegean
must be tackled first.
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Stearns' central thesis can be summed up as follows. The specific
bones of contention between Athens and Ankara are fundamentally
issues of territorial security: militarization of islands, national water
and air space, continental shelf, etc. Examined separately and in isola-
tion they are not particularly unique and could be settled through com-
promise or legal remedy. However, settlement is impossible as long as
distrust, suspicion and fear inflame both sides. Greek thinking in par-
ticular is dominated by a feeling of insecurity and vulnerability. There-
fore, what is needed is a dramatic move which would dispel insecurity
and distrust, end the diplomatic deadlock and allow Athens and Ankara
to concentrate on resolving the narrow issues that divide them. This
dramatic move, which requires bold third-party initiatives and con-
tinuous support, would come in the form of a non-aggression pact be-
tween Greece and Turkey promoted by the United States and formally
guaranteed by NATO. Once the stage is thus set for bilateral negotia-
tions, a series of concrete trade-offs between Athens and Ankara (Stearns
gives examples), achieved through the active involvement and encourage-
ment of the NATO military command structure, would remove bilateral
problems to the satisfaction of all concerned.

With the Aegean issues settled, Athens and Ankara would naturally
wish to end the Cyprus dispute and would be prepared to exert on
their co-nationals in Cyprus the pressure needed to bring about an end
to the present impasse. Final accommodation would be found in the
UN-inspired framework for a bi-communal, bi-zonal arrangement whose
details remain to be worked out. Such a settlement would require major
concessions from both communities, but mostly from the Greek. It
would succeed, because Athens and Ankara had resolved to remove
this dangerous irritant from their relations, because the two Cypriot
communities would have no choice but to give in, and because it would
be an obvious improvement over the present untenable situation.

One could of course take issue with a number of points which
Stearns uses to build his case. In essence, his argument rests on reason
and common sense, and on an honest desire to find a solution to a
feud which has plagued two of America's friends and allies. But as
his narrative implies, logic and realism are the first victims of ethnic
conflict and partisan politics.

Specifics aside, Stearns' conflict resolution scenario is based on
several key assumptions which, as he knows all too well, are very
questionable, at least for now. First, that domestic politics in Greece
and Turkey would permit their governments—as well as the two Cypriot
communities—to negotiate in good faith the step-by-step agreements
proposed here. Second, the NATO's main European members could
achieve the unity of purpose and dynamism needed to have the alliance
underwrite a lasting settlement of Greek-Turkish problems. And finally,
that after decades of ambivalence and inactivity, the United States would
decide to assert itself in NATO councils, Athens and Ankara in order
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to break the logjam and to guarantee, through the alliance, a Greek-
Turkish accommodation.

But Stearns cannot be faulted for trying. The lesson to be learned
from Entangled Allies is that the Greek-Turkish conflict, which has
proven to be costly and destructive, is solvable. The key to any solution
remains the willingness of the political leaders involved to follow the
roadsigns which Stearns and others have erected. So far, the missing
ingredient has been political will, something which a diplomat, however
wise and eloquent, cannot create.

JOHN a TATRIDES
Southern Connecticut State University
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Ole's breadth of interests and warmth of personality left a deep
mark on all who knew him, however briefly. As one who had the
privilege of knowing him for twenty years or so, I would like to draw
attention to some of his many fine qualities.

The range and depth of Ole's scholarship will remain a fine example
to us all of the rich potential of the field of "Greek studies," if only
we have the will to make the right connections. Equally at home with
the textual tradition of Aeschylus, the Byzantine vernacular verse romances,
the history of the Greek Communist party and its role in the German
Occupation (1941-44) and the Civil War (1945-49), the "rebetika"
songs and their transmission both within and outside Greece (to men-
tion just a few of his major fields of publication and research), Ole
did not see them as discrete, but invested each with his own rigor,
expertise—and passion. Sometimes I think it was the thread of music
that linked his interests together—gave him that fine sense of lan-
guage, meter, song, but also his historical understanding of how people
are connected with events, literature with life, "high" culture with
"low" (Ole was a gifted jazz performer on the clarinet). If so, it was
a gift rigorous in its precision: unassuming, genial and tolerant as
Ole was, he could be ruthless in his criticism of my own and others'
work when he detected any "sloppiness" of thought, facts and presenta-
tion. In particular, he was critical of facile applications of modern
"theory" to medieval and ancient texts, and abhorred all attempts to
"interpret" without close knowledge of the languages concerned. For
these reasons, he felt more at home in Sweden (not his native country)
than he could have been here in the USA, although we would have
had so much to learn from him.

It is often said (at least amongst the British) that "Danes lack
a,sense of humor." It has not been my own experience: never have I
laughed so much (except, perhaps, with Greeks) as when relaxing over
food and wine, jokes and song with Ole and his friends in Copenhagen,
or—more recently—in Gothenburg. Many an evening would be spent
among friends in exchanging songs—in French, Greek and Scottish.
On one memorable occasion, Ole took me and the "para." to "Cirque
0," a company then visiting Copenhagen from France. I didn't really
want to go—what did the circus have to do with me or my research ?—
but I thought I ought to, if only for the excuse to get back to my apart-
ment and share a pleasant dinner afterwards. It was a revelation: beauty
of movement, bodies, use of space and music, not to mention the non-
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verbal wit of the performance, will remain with me, as will his
participation in the whole event.

Ole had principles when it came down to the ending of texts, or
the interpretations of history. He would insist that every manuscript of
a medieval vernacular text—such as "Dighenes Akritas," the "Achilleid,"
"Lybistros," or the Prodromic Poems—be treated seriously, and in its
own right, rather than be conflated with other manuscripts in arbitrary
fashion, as was the mode until quite recently in our field. His advice
to me as he passed through Dumbarton Oaks last June, when I was
on a Summer Fellowship researching on the Prodromic Poems, was:
stick to one MS for each of the four poems; if you can, consult the
oldest MSS (G in Paris and H in Jerusalem); he would help me date
them. Alas, that could not be ... But he added, with a characteristic note
of irony, probably no-one had bothered to take a closer look at them
since D. C. Hesseling and H. Pernot for their edition of the Poems
(1910). As to historical matters, he was equally attentive to detail
without ever being pedantic: could that event have taken place in 1941,
or was it not rather 1943?

My memories of Ole fit and well were at Dumbarton Oaks, last
June, when he came round to dinner. We talked of many things—his
research plans, my research plans, our joint teaching plans for setting
up some kind of "consortium" of Universities (e.g. Amsterdam, Cam-
bridge, Cyprus, Gothenburg, Harvard) whereby we could promote some
exchange of graduate students in under-studied fields, like medieval
Greek, or modern history. We also ate from a huge fresh leg of ham,
which fed several persons afterwards for some two weeks or so. Let
us hope some kind of scheme lasting much longer than our tasty pig
may work out in the future. Ole has left graduate students in Gothen-
burg with interests manifold, especially in Byzantine Greek studies.

I last saw Ole on Friday 3 February in Montreal General Hospital,
as he lay dying, although none of us wanted to know how severely ill
he was. His face lit up with his memorable smile when he saw me,
sick as he was, and we spoke of Aechylus, Prodromos and other texts
as he answered phone calls from around the World just telling him
he couldn't go SO soon. We even laughed together over torts And aca-
demic matters. His only daughter had just heard he was sick, and phoned
while I was there. He thought he might have six months to live; the
doctors gave him a few weeks. In fact, after a miraculous return to
Copenhagen next day (thanks to Birgit Olsen's care) in one of our
worst winter snow-storms, he died late on Monday, February 6, sur-
rounded by the old "parea." "You just fell asleep," they said, "perhaps
you got a little bored with our conversation?" ... No, he did not get
bored, he was full of fun, ideas and life. Death just cut him out, and
it is up to us to take up where he left off.

MARGARET A.LEIGOLI
11 April, 1995
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LAMENT
For Ole Smith

For some reason I took a picture of you
standing in the snow of Harvard Yard
that first time we met. There you are
in a bright red scarf with your smile
above it like a half moon. How absurd
you should be dead! — You look so comfortable
alive. And I who had lost all hope
that life could offer anything but pain
walked with you beside the river
talking of the music we both loved
of ,bouzouki-players, jazz and blues
the summer you spent following the gypsies
through villages of Epirus, playing clarinet,
drinking tsipouro at weddings, funerals;
and that time we met in your own home town
on a summer's night in the Tivoli gardens,
the children stunned by lights, the sound
of Denmark at play and how we danced and drank
while they slept not to waste a moment
of that precious time, then last week your voice
thick with morphine struggling to overcome
the impediments of speech and pain gently
telling me not to hope again.

GAIL HOLST-77ARHAFT
Ithaca, Feb. 7, 1995

FOR OLE
Ole,

Last summer, or was it the one before last, I remember I was
ambling about the cluttered side-streets of downtown Athens, trying to
remember which small shop made the best cheese-pie. Idling. Wander-
ing in a sweltering and grimy Athens, in the middle of August. I strode
decisively up Solonos in search of a coffee at the street's summit. Sud-
denly, a thought crossed my mind, I smiled, and I wagered to myself
that if I were to cross the street and pass by Estia, that bookstore home
of like-minded wanderers and idlers, I would surely find someone I
knew.... Someone would be poring over those new listings, checking
the footnotes and dates, making sure the lyrics were translated with
due respect for the rembete's turn of phrase. Hoping that the new
registrars of the Civil War would acknowledge the other side of the
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gruesome tale, as well as face up to the pain of their own. Feeling your
way from one section, one discipline, one era to the next—few were
acquainted so well with so many quite different shelves.

I crept up stealthily on you. Caught you red-handed—yes, probably
red-handed—startled you. Spontaneously we embraced and remarked on
surprise at finding each other in Greece again—we had always tried to
keep a tab on each other's movements with limited success. There was
always much to talk and little time to do so. As you accompanied me
for the coffee that I did not wish to drink alone—I was not simply
idling, you see—I realized that retirement would soon offer you more
time to idle and skim, leaf through tomes and play tunes to your
heart's content.

But another crept up on you when you least expected him. Fare-
well, old friend, your memory I hold dear and, in time, I will pore
over what you have left us in the hope to resurrect our meetings and
our friendship. For now, I feel robbed of that joy which I hoped
for you.

If grief could bum out
Like a sunken coal,
The heart would rest quiet,
The unrent soul
Be still as a veil;
But I have watched all night

The fire grows silent,
The grey ash soft:
And I stir the stubborn flint
The flames have left,
And grief stirs, and the deft
Heart lies impotent.

—Larkin, If Grief Could Burn Out (1944)
With condolences to friends and family.

VANGELIS CALOTYCHOS

FOR OLE SMITH
Ole, I can't remember
where or when I first met you:
was it Birmingham? Oxford? Athens?
It's because I've always known you,
so many years, dear years.
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I remember you in Copenhagen—
was it 83? Anyway, you greeted me
and flashed me that bright smile of yours
on your face last Friday, as you went,
so many years, dear years.

We spoke of Aeschylus, of texts and things.
You told me you liked my father's work,
so much reviled, ignored and hated.
And now you went when he did, that same bad day
in February, oh the years!

You came here to Harvard, it was 88.
Your presence gave us strength
and music, gave us life and meaning.
You were amusing, unassuming
all those long, dear years.

I remember you in Gothenborg
when I forgot my passport, turned back
at the frontiers. You saved me then,
we wish you wel now on your journey
—too few years, Ole, but they were fun.

We never asked you what you wanted us to do for you,
we never knew that you could go from us so fast.
We took your life and scholarship for granted.
We will take care of you, your work,
not to be lost over years, long years.

You never mentioned you felt ill,
perhaps you never felt it. But we would do
as you have done, and ignore the nasty symptoms.
Kill death, as they say in Greek, and you will conquer
over years, yes, the long dear years.

Yes, Ole, you have conquered death in death.
Your love of Greek, of music, dance and fun
shall remain with Meg, with Lisbet, Kurt and Birgit,
and with all of your dear friends here
for many years to come, long years.

When Meg came to see you just a week ago,
she did not come alone, she came with many
others. Our love for you willed her to go,
she did not fly alone( like you, she never liked small planes).
Ole, our years are short, too short to do us justice.
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Ole, your work will endure, you know it.
And if I close this tribute with a message,
it's just to say goodbye, we loved you.
Our "Prodromos" will be dedicated to your name
to last with laughter over years, long years, like you.

10 February, 1995

MARGARET ALEXIOU AND MICHAEL HENDY
two people who have known and loved you
well over years, so many years

OLE LANGWITZ SMITH
(1943-1995)

The death of Ole Langwitz Smith on February 6 was a substantial
loss for the world of Greek studies. The unity and diversity of this
world was, in fact, personified by the range of his contributions and
interests, creatively and indefatigably pursued in a scholarly career cut
short by his untimely death.

Ole Smith represented that generation of students of the Greek
world, who had come of age politically and intellectually around the
time of the onset of the military dictatorship in Greece in 1967. Readers
of this journal, which also emerged as a voice of opposition to military
rule that suppressed Greek political life for seven years, will be more
familiar with his contributions to modem Greek history, and espe-
cially the history of the Communist party of Greece, which played a
leading role during the critical period of the 1940s. Because, the ex-
perience of the dictatorship and the question of how it occurred motivated
efforts to trace its roots to that earlier period of intercine conflict among
Greeks, the period of the civil war following foreign occupation and
resistance to it.

One of Ole Smith's contributions was to argue, on the basis of new
evidence, but also of a rereading of relevant documents, that what
appeared as the vacillating position of KKE leadership on the question
of launching a civil war, largely resulted from adopting a "double-
track" decision: to pursue a path of nonviolent political agitation (as
communist parties did elsewhere in Europe), while at the same time
preparing for a military resolution of the issue of state power (of the
kind favored by guerrilla movements in the Balkans). Without going
into what I have written elsewhere, this fundamental elucidation pioneered
by Smith can substantially account for persistently contradictory indica-
tions in the historical record.
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Ole Smith's involvement with Greek history was undoubtedly
motivated by his political views, which underwent change over a period
of years. But, unless we accept a deterministic view about the relation
between commitment and scholarship, the impact of political activism
on his research pursuits seemed analogous to the influence his experi-
ence as a practicing jazz musician had on his study of rebetika, another
area where he made a contribution in later years.

His ability to interpret political documents, and specifically those
written in the communist jargon of several decades ago, reflected his
training as a classical philologist. Ole Smith was an Aeschylus scholar,
whose particular attention was directed to the medieval commentaries on
the Greek tragic poet. His many publication extended to Byzantine philo-
logy and the study of medieval verse romances in the Greek vernacular.

In the several different areas of his research, Ole Smith acted as
a catalyst for fruitful collaborations and an inspiration to students and
colleagues alike. My own first-hand experience in this respect includes
occasions when he was a guest lecturer in my Greek culture and society
classes at City University of New York, as well as the many interna-
tional conferences on Greek history in which we were involved, in
Copenhagen, Montreal, Athens, and in the United States.

It was through the publisher of the Journal of the Hellenic Diaspora,
Leandros Papathanasiou, that I first came to know Ole Smith. And the
same source first conveyed the tragic news of his death. Therefore, I
should add that, while I served on the editorial board of this journal,
Ole Smith was the most conscientious collaborator an editor migh wish.
It would be a fitting gesture in his memory and of significant assistance
to students of Greek history and culture to see his various uncollected
essays, as well as unpublished work, come together in one or more
volumes.

YIORGOS CHOULIARAS
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