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Statement

With this issue, the constitution of an advisory board to the
Journal takes effect. The formation of this board is a public and
collective expression of long-established relations, on an individual
basis, between the Journal and the board's members. More signifi-
candy, from their own and varied vantage points, the members
of the board share in the Journal's general orientation and intel-
lectual agenda. Finally, as we are going through a period of
various improvements—including, we hope, a normalization of
production schedules—we actively encourage the suggestions and
assistance of our readers on all matters, whatsoever.

The Editors
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Rentier Capital, Industrial
Development, and the Growth
of the Greek Economy in
the Postwar Period:
A Response to James Petras

by A. SKOURAS

James Petras has offered recently an interesting interpretation of the
growth of the Greek economy in the postwar period. 1 Its interest lies
mainly in the attention it pays to the specificities of Greek economic
growth and, particularly, to the central role it attributes to investment
in real property. Petras argues that this investment, the exceptional mag-
nitude of which is beyond dispute, constitutes the key to a proper
understanding of the postwar growth of the Greek economy. Moreover,
and this is the most contentious argument, investment in real property is
the main cause of the industrial underdevelopment that characterizes the
Greek economy.

Unfortunately, Petras's thesis suffers from a number of flaws and is
ultimately not convincing. The considerable magnitude of the investment
in real property is, undoubtedly, an important particularity of the
postwar Greek economy, but this fact does not possess quite the sig-
nificance that Petras attributes to it. Furthermore, this investment has
not had an adverse influence on industrial development. It is far more
likely that postwar industrial development (which is hardly negligible,
as Petras seems to believe) was facilitated by investment in housing
and construction.

Let us consider Petras's argument in some detail. His thesis can be
encapsulated in the following two propositions:

(1) Rentier capital reduces profit earned by productive activities,
limits investment in industry, and is responsible for industrial
underdevelopment.

(2) Rentier capital creates a mentality that stands in opposition
to productive activity and, by permeating the whole of
Greek society, discourages productive work effort.

1James Petras, "Greek Rentier Capital: Dynamic Growth and Industrial
Underdevelopment," Journal of the Hellenic Diaspora, Vol. XI, No. 2
(Summer 1984).
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The Definition of Rentier Capital

Both these propositions are open to serious objections. But before
we consider the objections to Petras's thesis, let us first examine his
definition of rentier capital: "Rentier capital refers to direct and indirect
activities in which capital is invested to realize forms of rent-income.
This includes investment in all types of real estate: housing, hotels,
stores, land, and so on." 2 This definition confuses investment, which
results in the production of capital goods, with "placement" of capital,
which does not result in production. There is a considerable difference
between investment in the production of new housing, hotels, and stores
from placement in land and in already existing housing, hotels, and
stores. The former increases national output and contributes to growth
while the latter does not. In addition, it is important to distinguish
between land and reproducible capital assets because of the different
effects to which their respective taxation gives rise. Following the
literature on real property taxation, 3 it can be shown that taxation of
reproducible forms of real property tends to discourage investment and
economic growth while taxation of land tends to encourage development.

For these reasons, it is desirable that the definition of "rentier
capital" be modified so as to exclude placements and relate to investment
only. The need for such a modification is reinforced by the fact that
the existing statistics refer exclusively to investment. If placements
are not excluded from the definition of rentier capital, a quantitative
estimate of rentier capital will not be available, and the relative im-
portance of this phenomenon in the Greek and other economies becomes
impossible to ascertain.

It would therefore seem sensible to limit the definition of rentier
capital to investment activities involving land. Such investment activities
are, in essence, construction activities, and these are estimated, reliably
on the whole, by the National Statistical Service of Greece and reported
under the statistical series heading, "Dwellings, Other Buildings
and Constructions."4

Industrial Underdevelopment and the Notion of Capital

Let us now turn to the first proposition in Petras's thesis. Is rentier
capital responsible for industrial underdevelopment? To start with, it
is very doubtful whether "underdevelopment" is an appropriate descrip-

p. 48.
3See, for example, A. Skouras, Land and Its Taxation in Recent Economic

Theory, Papazissis, 1977.
4Petras also refers to tourism as part of rentier capital. Although it is the

case that possibly the greatest part of investment in tourism falls into the
statistical category of "Other Buildings and Constructions," investment in tourism
extends into the categories of transport and equipment for the provision of services.
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tion of the evolution of Greek industry in the postwar period. It is
an indisputable fact that the industrial sector grew at a faster rate than
the rest of the economy and increased considerably its share in employ-
ment, national product, and, especially, exports. Even by international
standards, the rate of growth of the Greek industrial sector is im-
pressively high. "Underdevelopment" could possibly denote either the
gap between a desirable target of industrialization and the existing level
of industrial development or, alternatively, the shortfall of the actual
past rate of industrial growth from an ideally and potentially faster
rhythm of industrial development in the postwar period. As regards the
desirable target of industrialization, there is little doubt that further
industrialization of the Greek economy is a desirable objective. Never-
theless, it should be borne in mind that most economies at a more ad-
vanced level of industrialization have witnessed, during the last twenty
years, a clear reduction in industrial employment and, often, a reduction
also in the share of industrial output as regards total output. It is
therefore not at all obvious that, in the Greek case, the desirable target
of industrialization implies necessarily an increase in the proportion
of the labor force employed in industry.

As regards the ideally faster past rhythm of industrial development,
this hinges on the argument that rentier capital has, in fact, retarded
the potentially faster rate of industrialization in the postwar period.
For such an argument to hold, it is necessary to establish that investment
in housing and construction is directly competitive to investment in
industry, so that a higher rate of investment in the one implies a lower
rate of investment in the other. Petras seems to consider this proposition
to be evidently true. He seems to believe that capital and investment
resources, at any time, are a fixed magnitude and, to the extent that
they are used in housing and construction, cannot be available to in-
dustry. In holding this view, Petras is in agreement with most neo-
classical economists who consider capital as a given magnitude of
material resources. But this view is incorrect. Capital is neither a given
material magnitude nor is it simply a physical quantity of capital goods.
Capital is, in the widest sense, the social potentiality to use labor power
for production which does not result in the satisfaction of the con-
sumption and other needs of the labor force, but is in the interests of
those who own and control the means of production. This poten-
tiality is determined by socioeconomic conflict, including wrangling
about changes in the system of relative prices, and its boundaries cannot
be known without considering the configuration and dynamics of socio-
economic forces. But apart from this, and even if capital is taken as a
given physical magnitude, there is absolutely no guarantee that it will
be fully employed in production. There is no certainty, even if the
quantity of investment resources in the form of capital goods is given,
that it will be utilized in its entirety. It is therefore far from evident
that more investment in housing and construction necessarily implies
less investment in industry. On the contrary, as it will be argued below,
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it is more probable that more investment in housing and construction
promotes more investment in industry, too.

Excessive Housing Investment?

Before we examine the mechanism which produces the contrary
result from the one that Petras believes to be self-evident, let us first
consider a closely related policy view. This is that investment in housing
is excessive and should be reduced. This view is held by many, maybe
even the majority of Greek economists. It was put forward thirty years
ago by the then-Governor of the Bank of Greece, X. Zolotas. The
argument supporting this view, as expressed more recently by Zolotas, 5

runs as follows: "In Greece, during the decade 1964-73, investments
in housing absorbed 30.2% of total investment and 7.4% of gross
domestic product." These figures are quite high when compared with
those of other countries. This emphasis on housing investment tends to
retard the rate of economic growth because the contribution of such
investment to national product is limited. This is reflected in the high
capital-output ratio in housing: "It is estimated that, for the period
1956-1975, the capital-output ratio in housing was four times higher
than that in agriculture and seven times higher than the capital-output
ratio in industry. This means that the investment of a given capital sum in
industry and agriculture leads directly to an increase in national product
that is a multiple of the increase brought about by a comparable sum
invested in housing."

For this reason, Zolotas argues that it is desirable to reduce invest-
ment in housing and shift it to industry and agriculture. This will have
the additional benefit that it will reduce inflationary pressures, since the
increase in the supply of ponds, following a given investment, is greater
in industry and agriculture than in housing.

The above argument is quite correct if the level of investment can be
considered as , given. In a centrally planned economy, where investment
can be programmed and carried out by a planning agency, the level of
investment can be reasonably taken as fixed, and the argument is valid.
But the logic of the capitalist economy is Quite different. In an economic
system in which investment is determined by the prospect of profit ex-
pected by private agents, the level of investment cannot be tat-en as
given. The problem is that the overall level of investment is no longer
independent of the sectoral composition of investment. A change in
investment in one sector affects expectations and prospective profit in
the other sectors, with the result that investment in the rest of the
economy also changes in the same direction, More concretely, a reduction
of, investment in housing reduces profit in the other sectors of the

5X. Zolotas, Consumption, Investments and Monetary Equilibrium, Bank of
Greece, 1977 (in Greek).
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economy and adversely affects investment in these sectors. The result
is a fall in the aggregate level of investment and a retardation in the
rates of growth.

Conversely, the high level of housing investment in the postwar
Greek economy had a positive effect on the levels of profit and in-
vestment realized by the other sectors in the economy. That is, contrary
to what Petras and Zolotas believe, the high levels of investment in
housing promoted rather than retarded industrial investment and de-
velopment. Since this conclusion is not obvious, it may be appropriate to
develop the argument at some length, noting briefly the theoretical
principles which are relevant to it.

The Central Role of the Volume of Profits

Let us begin considering the basic factors which determine the
volume of profits. It is evident that developments in this economic
magnitude are of crucial importance for the health of an economy, based
on private enterprise. The volume of profits is the magnitude which,
in the short run, is probably the most important determinant of develop-
ments in the business climate, investment decisions, and aggregate
economic activity. Unfortunately, the determination of this magnitude
has been far from the central preoccupation of neoclassical economists,
probably because the mainstream of neoclassical theory has consistently
ignored the central role of profits in the operation of capitalist econ-
omies. The nearest substitute to the volume of profits in standard
macroeconomic theory is aggregate demand. Of course, changes in ag-
gregate demand are closely linked to changes in the volume of profits,
but an approach focusing on aggregate demand tends, infelicitously, to
direct attention away from the subject of profits, which is the all-
important question for private business. Given this state of mainstream
theory, the work of the Polish economist, Michal Kalecki, is still the
most important theoretical contribution to the question of profits deter-
mination and remains the starting-point for any thinking on the subject.

According to Kalecki,e the determining factors of the volume of
profits are, on the one hand, the values of recently realized investment,
state expenditure, and exports, all of which have a positive effect on
profits, and, on the other hand, the propensity to save out of wages
and other incomes, state revenue, and imports, all of which have a
negative effect on the volume of profits. If the time lags between re-
alized investment and profits are ignored, then the relationship among
the above variables can be expressed as an identity; this identity can be
derived from the standard definitions of these variables in national in-
come accounts. The volume of profits is thus similar to aggregate demand

aFor a simple formulation, see the essay, "The Determinants of Profits," in
M. Kalecki, Selected Essays on the Dynamics of the Capitalist Economy, Cambridge
University. Press,' 1971.
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in two aspects: first, they are both determined by the same variables,
and, second, the relationship of both profits and aggregate demand
with these variables can be expressed as a tautology. This is, in fact,
the common basis between Kalecki's theory and the mainstream neo-
classical/Keynesian synthesis in macroeconomics. Their difference, apart
from the difference in the intellectual traditions from which they issue,
lies mainly in the choice of variables which are put at the center of
the stage and on which they throw light. But this difference has, as we
will now see, important implications for the problem at hand.

It is a widely held view that investment in housing and con-
struction constituted the main means of rekindling aggregate demand in
the Greek economy and, in this way, tended to promote economic de-
velopment. This Keynesian view has been criticized, as we have seen,
by Zolotas and others who have argued that investment could have
been directed instead to other sectors of the economy, and especially
to the industrial sector, where the effect on both production and produc-
tivity would have been far more beneficial. Kalecki's theory can provide
a different perspective on this matter and illuminates certain interesting
and important aspects of this question.

Economic growth and development were promoted by the volume of
profits brought about by investment in housing and construction. These
profits were necessary, given the socioeconomic conditions of the time,
to provide investment incentives to private business and thus to preserve
the dynamism of the economy. In the absence of these profits, productive
investments might not have taken place and the economy's dynamism
might have been impaired. Here we should distinguish between productive
and non-productive investments solely on the basis of the return or profit
they earn. It is in the sense of earning a comparatively low return on
the capital invested that housing investment is considered as non-
productive and is opposed by Zolotas and other economists. But non-
productive investments do not make a smaller contribution to the
creation of profits than they themselves have brought about. Similarly,
the existence of low-return investments in a sector like construction in
postwar Greece means that this sector absorbs only a proportionally
small part of total profits. As a result, a proportionally larger part is
available for appropriation by other sectors of the economy. It can thus
be seen that the lower an investment's rate of return, the higher is
the rate of profit for the rest of the economy. The same applies, to an
even greater extent, to exports and to the deficit in the government's
budget, which do not absorb any of the profits they create.

The conclusion to be drawn from the above analysis is that, in
an economy motivated by profit, non-productive investments are more
effective in reflating the economy than productive investments and are,
in fact, comparable to exports and public deficits. The reason that this
conclusion may seem paradoxical is that, apart from exports, the other
two potent means for increasing profits and reflating the economy cause
counter-reactions which negate their effectiveness. Budget deficits . (1) are
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in direct opposition to the business and market mentality and are con-
sidered as evidence of economic mismanagement by the government;
(2) cause concern among business interests because they enable the
potential expansion of state economic activity to the detriment of the
private sector; (3) absorb financial funds which, the private sector
believes, causes the savings and finance at its own disposal to be cor-
respondingly reduced; and (4) are seen by business circles as inevitably
inflationary and generally harmful to the development of private enter-
prise. As a consequence, the business climate is adversely affected and
this probably has a negative effect on private investment.

Non-productive investments face a different, but possibly more
serious, problem with respect to their effectiveness as a reflationary
policy tool. Non-productive investments, and possibly even investments
with a positive but very low rate of return, lead the investing firms to
a financial impasse and, sooner or later, to bankruptcy. Although a
bankruptcy does not necessarily imply the cessation of a firm's opera-
tions, this is often the case. In that event, the repercussions on the
rest of the economy are adverse, and both aggregate demand and
profits fall. The adverse effects will be particularly pronounced if a
firm's failure drags healthy firms, which happen to have close com-
mercial ties with the failed firm, along to bankruptcy. It is evident
therefore that only exports remain as a particularly potent and effective
means of increasing profits and reflating the economy, without causing
a series of counter-reactions.

The Postwar Role of Investment in Housing

Nevertheless, in the case of postwar Greece, the socioeconomic con-
juncture was such as to make the low-return investment in housing both pos-
sible and desirable. There were many reasons that contributed to this: poor
housing conditions following a decade of foreign occupation and civil
war; the huge internal migration from the countryside to the main
urban , centers; the lack of alternative ways of private accumulation in
a period of rapid growth of incomes; and, possibly more crucial than
all the rest, real property being widely distributed as a result of the
historical absence of both a feudal caste and a landless peasantry. This
fact is responsible for the robust demand for private housing, the roots
of which reach far into the past and are nourished by the cultural
fusion of social recognition and the ownership of one's home—a fusion
which was supported by the dowry custom and which stamped the
social importance and value of home-ownership.

Concurrently, this widely-distributed land ownership, at a time of
rapid economic growth which raised land prices, and in conjunction
with a legally and financially inventive regime of real-estate transactions
known as antiparochi, which minimized the capital needed by building
firms for housing construction, made investment in housing possible
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despite its low return. This investment, which until not long ago con-
sistently made up one-third of total investment, kept buoyant not only
the construction sector but the whole economy. The rapid growth of
national income which ensued, financially justified, despite its low
return, the investment in housing by increasing its capital value. In
this way, the demand for housing investment was kept high by being
reinforced through this feed-back mechanism.

The buoyancy of the economy through investment in housing and
construction, which can be witnessed in postwar Greece, was brought
about by the operation of a fortuitous and involuntary Keynesian
mechanism which secured high levels of aggregate demand and profits
for the private sector. It must be emphasized that this was not an in-
tentional Keynesian policy; the economic policy was orthodox and not
at all influenced by Keynesian thinking. The operation of this mechanism
was due to unplanned actions in the context of an extremely propitious
socioeconomic conjuncture. It must therefore be concluded that "rentier
capital" (to use Petras's terminology) did not cause the underdevelop-
ment of industry but, on the contrary, created the preconditions for and
made possible the far-from-insignificant industrial development of the
postwar period. And this happened despite the governmental attitude
toward rentier capital which, contrary to what Petras seems to believe,
was from 1955 onwards, with the exception of the junta period, on
the whole quite unfavorable to building and construction activity?

The Appropriate Policy Today

What should the policy with respect to construction be today? Petras
proposes, as a transitional measure, a graduated property tax. The
crisis characterizing building and construction activity today provides an
ideal opportunity, according to Petras, for a decisive attack on rentier
capital which will destroy once and for all its hold on the Greek economy.

Petras's position seems to be, in view of what has been argued above,
the perfect recipe for economic disaster. Of course, a return to past
practice is not the right solution either. Now that the circular, feed-
back process has been broken, it is doubtful whether an intentional—
this time—repeat of such a practice would be at all possible. Furthermore,
it is doubtful whether this would be desirable, given the dimensions of
urban swelling and the concentration of economic activity in the Thes-
saloniki and, especially, in the Athens-Piraeus conurbations. This does
not mean that investment in housing has no important role to play and
should not be a considerable proportion of total investment. Neverthe-
less, the emphasis must be placed on the provinces on the one hand,
and, on the other, on coordinated housing construction in the context of
urban planning. It must be noticed, at this point, that the success of

7,For this observation, I am indebted to Nicos Floros.
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the government's decentralization efforts is premised on immediate,
sizeable investments for the timely provision of housing in the provnces.

In today's conditions, the role played in the past by housing could
be taken over by a different subsector of the construction industry:
the subsector that the National Statistical Office includes under the
classification, "Other Works and Constructions." This category consists
exclusively of public works and investment in technical infrastructure.
This type of investment has been considerably cut in the past decade
and is presently at about half the level it had reached in the beginning
of the 1970s. Moreover, there are serious indications that the technical
infrastructure has become out of date and shows deficiencies that could
block the growth of productivity in the rest of the economy .° More
crucially, this investment is under government control and is the only
means at its disposal that can give a boost to the economy, leading it
to recovery and, at the same time, to improved productivity.°

Let us now examine briefly the second proposition in Petras's
thesis, according to which rentier capital creates a mentality that is
hostile to productive activity and discourages productive work effort.
Petras's claims are far from being founded on reliable evidence and
are not more than facile and, on the whole, exaggerated generalizations.
For example, if Greek society is characterized by "mediocrity, cunning,
and manipulation," it is not at all clear that this is to be attributed to
the rentier class. Similarly, it is not easily credible, without at least some
further evidence, that "the ascendancy of rentier capital in Greece
destroys or undermines all the skills, creative potentialities, and positive
learning acquired through participation in the world marketplace or in
the industrialized countries."

This kind of sociological generalization can be made to support
practically any position. It might be instructive to present two such
generalizations; not necessarily because they are more credible, but in
order to demonstrate how easy it is to reach conclusions that are contrary
to those of Petras. One such example is provided by a recent OECD
report on the Greek economy. 11

It is there argued that one of the main problems of the Greek
economy, on the diagnosis of which the OECD and Petras are in
agreement, is due to the rapid expansion of state expenditure since the
late 1970s. The reason given is the sociological generalization, on a
level comparable to those made by Petras, that the persons who benefit
from the rapid expansion of state provisions tend to dissociate their
standard of living from their own work effort. It follows that the dis-

8See the article by S. Cavounides and T. Skouras in Oikonomikos Tachydromos,
November 7, 1983 (in Greek).

°For the full argument, see T. Skouras, "Recovery and Restructuring: An
Investment Policy Proposal," Economic Bulletin of the Commercial Bank of
Greece, No. 117-118, 1983 (in Greek).

10J. Petras, Ibid., p. 56.
110ECD Country Reports, Greece, 1983.
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couragement of productive work effort, according to the OECD, originates
from the expansion of state economic activity. Thus, where Petras proposes
a tax attack on the rentier class, the OECD favors a reduction of budget
deficits, as well as of state budgets.

A second example can be found in the work of the historian
A. Vakalopoulos,u who argues that the typical traits of character ex-
hibited by Greeks have been stable over the centuries and have their
origins in antiquity. For example, it is argued that defects like cunning
(another diagnosis on which there is agreement with Petras) may have
been heightened under Ottoman rule, but that they certainly existed
from the time of classical Greece and are by no means a creation of the
postwar period. The mentality and the character of a people are shaped
by long evolutionary processes of a duration of centuries, as Vakalopoulos
clearly understands, and they cannot possibly be the outcome of the
supposed rule of rentier capital in the last forty to fifty years. Needless
to say, if the mentality of the Greek people has not changed substantially
over the centuries, measures like the taxation of real property, or even
the complete elimination of the "rule" of rentier capital, will obviously
have an insignificant impact on the character and political and social
customs of the Greek people.

The examples mentioned above show clearly that, even with an
identical selection of characteristics and tendencies of contemporary
Greek society, it is perfectly possible to propose different explanatory
hypotheses and arrive at quite different conclusions. Of course, the
establishment of credible and reliable conclusions requires a far more
systematic and intensive study of Greek society. In the absence of such
a study, the view that rentier capital decisively shaped the character
and mentality of postwar Greek society remains at the level of an
impressionistic and facile contemplation of modern Greek history and
contemporary social reality.

Concluding Remarks

In concluding this critique, it should be mentioned that the rentier
capital thesis suffers from some additional weaknesses, which relate to
its internal analytical consistency. To start with, the "rentier class" is
never defined properly and, judging from the references made to it,
seems to have an extremely elastic shape and to cover the greatest part
of the Greek people. But, possibly more importantly, there is nowhere
an explanation of how the rule of rentier capital can coexist with rapid
rates of accumulation. How, in other words, can a non-productive use
of capital lead to the creation of surplus value? Not only is it not
explained how non-productive rentier capital creates, or at least is

12A. Vakalopoulos, The Character of Greeks: Searching for our National
Identity, Thessaloniki, 1983 (in Greek).
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consistent with, the substantial creation of surplus value, but there is
also no explanation of how this capital manages to appropriate, to a
large extent, the created surplus value.

It should be evident from the above critique that the "rentier capital"
thesis does not properly explain either the nature of modern Greek
society or the the postwar development of Greek industry. Petras's con-
tribution is that he noticed (and was probably overimpressed by) an
important specificity of Greek postwar development: the exceptionally
high level of investment in housing and construction. Nevertheless, he
did not pay attention and even ignored other important particularities
which played and still play a determining role. Specifically, as regards
modern Greek society and the economy, he ignored certain important
factors which, for example, appear clearly in the recent work of C.
Tsoukalas. 13 These factors include the pronounced role of the state
as an employer of labor, the unusually high degree of self-employment
throughout the economy and even in industry and, finally, the in-
tensely petty bourgeois or lower middle class character of modern
Greek society. The lower middle class character of Greek society, which
is closely related to the widely-distributed ownership of land and other
real property, was a crucial factor, as was noted above, in the unusually
large building activity and the path of postwar development generally.

As regards, finally, the development of industry, an understanding of
this development certainly requires taking into account the above social
specificities, which have determined in a decisive manner the course of
industrial development. But it also requires a systematic study of the
historical factors which have shaped the structure of Greek industry,
with special reference to state interventions, interconnections with the
banking system, and, finally, the integration of the Greek economy within
the international division of labor.

13C. Tsoukalas, "The State as Employer in Postwar Greece," Review of Social
Research, No. 50, 1983; "The Structure of Employment and the Small Business
Miracle," Anti, No. 260, May 11, 1984 (both in Greek).



The Security Battalions
and the Civil War

by ANDRE GEROLYMATOS

When, in the spring of 1943, Ioannis Rallis agreed to form a govern-
ment, an important precondition was that his regime would be permitted
the establishment of a security force. The Germans agreed to this prin-
ciple, and on April 7, 1943, the Rallis government enacted legislation
which decreed the mobilization of four Evzone Battalions. Two of these
units were to be formed in Athens and the remainder in Thessaloniki. 1

The Germans, however, did have certain misgivings concerning the re-
liability of these forces, and they consequently vetoed the deployment of
any battalion in Thessaloniki. At the same time, they only permitted the
authorized battalions to be armed with rifles and machine guns. 2 In part,
these restrictions were the result of German apprehensions over the du-
bious loyalty of indigenous security forces, as well as the effect on their
Italian allies. Until this point, Greece had fallen mostly under the Italian
sphere of influence. As such, the existence of a Greek military force
could have spawned potential difficulties among the axis partners. 5 In view
of these factors, Rallis had to contend with a token force, which, despite
a persistent recruiting campaign, failed to attract a sufficient number of
volunteers.4 This, however, only reflected the realities of the moment
since within a short span of time the pace of the war would create an
entirely different situation. 5

1NARS 226:83476. According to S. Grigoriadis, EuvonText laTopta ,c41;
Mot% evrctatoccmg, 1941-45, Athens, 1981, p. 238, the Rallis government
informed the Greek public of the security battalions on June 29, 1945.

2NARS 226:83476. In addition to the security battalions, which were, at
least in name, a military force of the Rallis government, the Germans were able
to use the services of private anticommunist organizations such as E.E.E. and
the Poulos battalion.

3For the place of Greece in the Italian sphere of influence, see: M.L. Van
Creveld, Hitler's Strategy 1940-1941: The Balkan Clue, Cambridge, 1973, p. 179;
E. Wiskemann, The Rome-Berlin Axis: A History of the Relations Between
Hitler and Mussolini, London, 1949, p. 278. According to F. W. Deakin, The
Brutal Friendship, London, 1962, p. 253, the Germans feared that their Balkan
satellites would defect to the allied camp in case of an allied offensive in the
Balkans and that such an exodus might include the Italians. This made the
German attitude toward Greece, in the spring of 1943, even more sensitive to
Italian considerations.

4NARS RG 226:83476.
3Especially since the slogan used for the recruitment of the battalions in-

17
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The purpose of "Operation Animals" was to create the illusion that
the allies were planning an invasion of Greece . 8 Initially, this deterred
many potential recruits from joining the battalions since few individuals
would risk being labeled as collaborators by serving the security forces
of a German-sponsored government. The allied landings in Sicily and
Italy dispelled any notion that the occupation would end in the immediate
future; meanwhile, the growing strength of ELAS was bringing the resist-
ance under the control of the left. Thus, by October 1943, the first bat-
talion came into service in Athens, which was followed by a second later
in the same month and by a third in December.?

During the same period, ELAS had acquired the services of Stefanos
Sarafis (as its commander-in-chief) and those of other well-known military
personalities. These men had the effect of attracting a large number of
professional officers into the ranks of ELAS. It soon became apparent
that the left would have at its disposal a military force which could over-
shadow the combined strength of all the other resistance groups. 8 Out-
break of civil war in October 1943 compounded the threat posed by EAM-
ELAS and encouraged many conservative officers to join the security bat-
talions. Concurrently, during the course of this internal conflict, certain
members of organizations disbanded by ELAS sought refuge and/or
revenge by enlisting in the security battalions. 9 Since a large proportion

cluded, along with references to anticommunism, the use of these forces to prevent
the return of the king, see NARS RG 226:83476. According to J. L. Hondros,
Occupation and Resistance: The Greek Agony 1941-44, N.Y., 1983, p. 81,
Rallis did not originate the security battalions, but the idea came from
General Pangalos, who feared that an allied victory would permit the British
to impose the monarchy on Greece. Rallis accordingly revised Pangalos's proposal
by using fanatical royalist officers instead of republicans. Later on, the security
battalions did attract royalist officers but initially many monarchist officers made
their way to the Middle East or joined ELAS, the remainder preferring to
keep out of the resistance and the puppet government. On this, see: A.
Gerolymatos, "The Role of the Greek Officer Corps in the Resistance," Proceedings
of the International Historical Congress, Dictatorship and Occupation in Greece,
1936-1944 (forthcoming). On the republican nature of the security battalions, see:
H. Fleischer, "Ma Ztotxstot, 'pet. oxicrri yeNwc.vtx6Sv clpxav xal wyp.civov
eaxpaistricc," MviipAnv, Athens, 1980; G. Seferis, IloltuxO fitispoMy to, vol. 1,
Athens, 1979, p. 141; L. Spais, II evtilvTa xpOvca crtpx•ctdciic, Athens, 1970,
p. 263.

6See: C. M. Woodhouse, The Struggle for Greece 1941-1949, London, 1976,
p. 91; Something Ventured, London, 1982, p. 65; C. Cruickshank, Deception in
World War II, Oxford, 1981, pp. 52-53; F. W. Deakin, op. cit., pp. 349-356.

7NARS RG 226:83476.
8See: C. M. Woodhouse, The Apple of Discord, London, 1948, p. 67;

S. Sarafis, ELAS: Greek Resistance Army, London, 1980, pp. 168-170; D. M.
Condit, Case Study in Guerrilla War: Greece During World War II, Washington,
1961, p. 153; A. Gerolymatos, op. cit., Note 22.

6According to Hondros, op. cit., p. 220, in the early fall of 1943, Psaros had
to dismiss some EKKA officers who had maintained contacts with officers of
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of these men were republicans, the battalions, which ostensibly reflected
anti-monarchist organization, offered a natural alternative. Moreover,
EDES, after Zervas's reconciliation with the monarchy, had ceased to
represent the political will of hard-core republicans.° Indeed, the political
organization of the Athenian EDES fell apart in June 1943, and one
faction led by Voulpiotis and Tavoularis, played a prominent role in the
development of the security battalions. 1 ' Pangalos, a close associate of
Gonatas, engineered the appointment of Tavoularis to the Rallis govern-
ment. He also nominated Col. Dertilis, another member of the republican
faction, to be commander of the security battalions.° These men, in effect,
used their influence to ensure that the battalions would be led by repub-
lican officers so as to employ these forces to prevent the return of the
king." Regardless of their association with the Rallis government, these
individuals were in a position to maintain links with Zervas, the British
military mission, and certain underground organizations in Athens.°

Meanwhile, the collapse of Italy encouraged the Germans to stimulate
the growth of the security battalions since the occupation authorities
required new forces to replace the Italian garrisons in Greece.° Early in
1944, the Rallis government seized the advantage in this new situation and
began an intensive campaign to recruit volunteers successfully into the
battalions. In order to maintain a steady flow of recruits, a considerable
number of men were dismissed from local police forces without any ra-

the security battalions. Later on, in April 1944, two hundred members of EKKA
joined the battalions after the dissolution of the 5/42 Regiment. See also:
C. M. Woodhouse, The Apple of Discord, op. cit., pp. 85 and 87; S. Grigoriadis,
Movorcctxt tccoptcc dev txlic rivticrccccmc 1941-1945, Athens, 1981, p. 322;
F. N. Grigoriadis, reptiavot, xactoxt, c7o.2fatacnc, vol. 6, Athens, 1973, pp. 819-830;
NARS RG 226:83476.

"See: C. M. Woodhouse, The Apple of Discord, ibid., pp. 74-75.
11NARS RG 226:83476; H. Fleischer, op. cit., p. 191; NABS RG 226:83476;

C. M. Woodhouse, The Apple of Discord, ibid., p. 75; J. L. Hondros, op. cit.,
p. 81; Heinz Richter, .6o grcavccotioetc xal civTattavat:rrtiosK OTtV `EXAcitla
1936-1946, vol. 1, Athens, 1975, p. 266; J. L. Hondros, op. cit., p. 81.

12J. L. Hondros, ibid., p. 81.
13Heinz Richter, op. cit., p. 267; J. L. Hondros, ibid., p. 81.
14J. L. Hondros, ibid., p. 172, states that the British considered Voulpiotis a

double agent; however, during this period the same Voulpiotis was recruiting
on behalf of the security battalions. This certainly provided the British with a
direct channel to the battalions (and Hondros bases his statement on British
archives [p. 173, Note 91). Dertilis's relationship with Zervas went back to
1923 and he had also been involved with Zervas in the overthrow of the Pangalos
dictatorship and the abortive attempt to remove Kondylis, NARS RG 226:83476.

15This was also demonsrated by the fact that the battalions in October 1943
were placed under the control of S.S. Major General Stroop, Chief of the S.S. in
Athens. The commander of the battalions would receive his orders from Stroop
and in turn pass these down to the unit commanders. Later on, an S.S. officer
was attached to each battalion. NARS RG 226:83476; H. Fleischer op. cit.,
P. 193. Shortly after, Stroop was replaced by Schimana.
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tions; to survive, they sought employment within the battalions. This was
made more palatable when rumors were spread that the British and Amer-
ican governments secretly supported Rallis." On March 19, the puppet
government enacted legislation which permitted all officers who were dis-
missed from the army since 1927 to reenlist (with their former rank
intact), providing they joined the security battalions. 17 For many republican
officers, who were expelled from the army before the war, this meant an
opportunity of regaining their lost status; for others, it became an im-
portant source of income. More importantly, since the battalions were
depicted as a means of combating communism, the possibility existed that
they would not be treated as collaborators and might keep their rank in
a postwar Greek army. As matters stood in the spring of 1944, the
republican cause was lost. Zervas had made his peace with the king and
royalists officers had begun to join EDES. The mutinees in the Middle
East had caused the removal of many republican officers from the Greek
armed forces, which further eroded the possibility of the reinstatement of
republican officers after liberation. Since a postwar Greek army would
have to accommodate officers who had fought in North Africa and those
who had participated in the resistance (at least members of right-wing
groups), this would leave little room for officers who did not belong
either to a partisan force or the royalist faction. 18

Ironically, royalist officers faced a similar dilemma. The failure of the
"Military Hierarchy" in the spring of 1943 to take control of the resistance,
or to create a large royalist organization, forced many royalist officers to
join ELAS, EDES, or other right-wing splinter groups. 19 The outbreak of
civil war in October and the subsequent disbanding of smaller resistance
groups led some of their followers to the security battalions." In this
way, many royalist officers joined them in the service of Rallis. The
predominance of EAM-ELAS in 1944 thus began to overshadow the
royalist-republican schism by threatening the social order which repre-
sented both factions. 21

Consequently, by the summer of 1944, the number of security battalions
was increased to ten, which then included approximately one thousand
professional officers. Under these circumstances, the policy of Rallis at-

18NARS RG 226:83476, 72935, 92920; H. Fleischer, ibid., p. 195; S. Sarafis,
op. cit., p. 287; K. Kouvaras, O.S.S. -ctv xewcptxt to6 EAM, Athens, 1976,
pp. 43, 97, 103.

17NARS RG 226:83476; L. Spats, op. cit., p. 263.
18N. A. Stavrou, Allied Politics and Military Interventions: The Political

Role of the Greek Military, Athens, 1970, p. 24; A. Gerolymatos, op. cit.
12A. Gerolymatos, ibid., see Note 22. On the adherence of royalist officers

to the battalions, also see Heinz Richter, op. cit., vol. 2, pp. 80-81.
20NARS RG 226:83476; S. Sarafis, op. cit., pp. 223, pp. 280-281; K.

Piromaglou, '0 rethpyto; xed inoxt 'COD, 1934-1957, Athens, 1965.
21L. Spats, op. cit., p. 264; G. K. Douatzis, Ot utyp.atoeacpsaf'rec, Athens

(no date), p. 19; K. Piromaglou, op. cit., pp. 149-150; G. Karagiannis, To
bpalict 2yjs 'EXXct8oc 1940-1952, Athens, 1964, p. 58; H. Richter, op. cit., p. 63.
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tained a measure of success. To some degree, this was reflected by the
ambiguous attitude of the British toward the security battalions. For
example, according to one directive issued on June 2, it was stipulated
that all those who joined the security battalions were assisting the Ger-
mans, but they should not be denounced as traitors. Twenty days later, a
second directive ordered all direct attacks against the battalions suspended. 22

The ban was lifted in July, but it was only on September 6 that the Greek
government-in-exile publicly denounced these units as had been agreed
upon earlier at the Lebanon Conference. Even this was a belated attempt
since, despite the agreement to condemn the battalions, the announcement
of the Greek government only warned their members and encouraged them
to come over to the side of the allies. This ambiguous policy is one indica-
tion that the Greek government and the British were at least considering
the potential use of the battalions. 23 Another factor was the composition
of the battalions, which by now included a large number of officers and
men who represented the conservative element of Greek society opposed
to EAM-ELAS. Originally, the battalions simply accepted anyone who
was willing to serve, but, by July 1944, the Rallis government passed a
decree to mobilize more recruits for the battalions and other security
organizations. According to an OSS report of September, the call-up
orders were primarily directed at individuals from the middle and upper
classes to make it more difficult to punish members of these forces since

22F.O. 371/43706. According to an O.S.S. report (NARS RG 226:L47184),
after September 1944, press releases and radio broadcasts from the Greek ministry
of information were placed under British censorship, partly because of their con-
tinued condemnation of the security battalions. The report went on to state
that repeated attacks against the security battalions by the Greek ministry had
alarmed the Greek general staff as well as many other Greek officers in the
Middle East. Another O.S.S. report (NARS RG 226:L47310) cites a British
foreign office telegram of October 7, 1944, for guidance of Balkan publicity
agencies, which stated that the security battalions and other quisling organiza-
tions should be condemned. The same O.S.S. report goes on to say that neither
the British nor Greek governments had a clear policy toward the battalions.
Also see: L. MacVeagh, Ambassador MacVeagh Reports: Greece, 1933-1947,
ed. J. 0. Iatrides, Princeton, 1980, p. 554; P. Papastratis, British Policy Towards
Greece During the Second World War 1941-1944, London, 1984, pp. 209-210.

23According to P. Papastratis, ibid., p. 210, Papandreou, with the support of
Lord Moyne, was considering the possibility of incorporating the security bat-
talions into a new national army. This, however, fell though but the battalions
could be used as a lever of indirect pressure on EAM to join the Papandreou
government. Despite the agreement at the Lebanon Conference to denounce the
battalions, Papandreou kept delaying implementation of any public statement until
September 6, 1944. Concerning the ambiguity of the Greek government's proclama-
tion, see: L. Baerentzen, "Liberation of the Peloponnese, September 1944," Greece
in the 1940's: A Nation in Crisis, Hanover and London, 1981, p. 134, note 13;
also P. Papastratis, "The Papandreou Government and the Lebanon Conference,"
Greece in the 1940's, pp. 119-130.
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they now included the sons of good families 2 4 The notion that the
security battalions could survive by attaining a measure of respectability
was contemplated earlier in January by Archbishop Chrysanthos. At this
time, the archbishop urged members of the battalions to join the resist-
ance or the Greek forces in the Middle East, thus avoiding prosecution
and participating in the struggle against the left after liberation 25

As the day of liberation approached, these considerations, and the fear
that EAM-ELAS would have the opportunity to gain control of Greece,
brought about, at the end of September, another ban on broadcasts which
condemned the security battalions.2° An important aspect of this decision
was that the British could only employ a small force to secure Greece. As
such, every possible anti-EAM organization could act as a deterent against
a move by ELAS to dominate the entire country. 27 This was particularly
relevant with regard to Athens and Attica since these regions represented
the strategic focal point for control of Greece. 28 Yet another factor was
that Papandreou and the British could not be certain as to how ELAS
would react after the German withdrawal since at this time EAM was
not represented in the goverrunent.29 Even after EAM agreed to partici-
pate in a government of national unity and accepted the Caserta Agree-
ment, the situation remained uncertain until the British force landed in
Greece and the Papandreou government was installed in Athens. 3° As it
turned out, the British landed without incident and the security battalions
were, for the time being, placed under custody, but no official action was
taken against them. Despite appearances to the contrary, the political
situation remained volatile and the battalions still represented a potential
weapon against ELAS.3'

',WARS RG 226:L45701. Also, see: RG 226:L47698; G. Karagiannis, Tb
bpaita	 `EAX6.8oc 1940-1952, Athens, 1964, p. 59.

25K. Piromaglou, op. cit., p. 562; NARS RG 226:L49585; L55167; Sarafis,
op. ca., pp. 286-287.

28See note 22.
27NARS RG 226:L48685; P. Papastratis, British Policy Towards Greece

During the Second World War 1941-1944, op. cit., p. 209. According to L.
Baerentzen, op. cit., p. 140, in the Peloponnese, British officers were first ordered
not to intervene between the security battalions and ELAS, and later their orders
were amended, instructing them to confine the battalions to barracks areas. This
change in policy is attributed by Baerentzen to the ability of ELAS in the
Peloponnese to attack and defeat the battalions.

28J. Ehrman, Grand Strategy, vol. 5, London, 1956, pp. 386-387, and Grand
Strategy, vol. 6, pp. 44-45; Foreign Relations of the United States, The Con-
ference at Quebec 1944," Washington, 1972, p. 439; W. S. Churchill, The
Second World War, vol. 6, Boston, 1953, pp. 244-245; L. Baerentzen, op. ch.,
p. 362, Note 8.

29NARS RG 226:L47184; L48685.
30H. Macmillan, The Blast of War 1939-1945, N.Y., 1967, p. 484; W. S.

Churchill, The Second World War, vol. 6, Boston, 1953, pp. 244-245.
31It is extremely difficult, however, to provide an accurate estimate of the

number of those enrolled in the security battalions. According to an O.S.S. docu-
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Gradually, a general consensus began to evolve among the British,
the Greek government, and the Greek military, which eventually led to
the rehabilitation of those serving in the security battalions. At first, these
men represented potentially expedient allies against ELAS but later they
would actually become accepted as a reliable support against the left. The
transition, however, had begun prior to the German withdrawal. Some
members of the battalions found refuge and respectability by joining right-
wing resistance organizations. Others were transferred to the Athens city
police and the gendarmerie, where they remained, thus escaping intern-
ment after liberation. 32 The rest were confined to military camps in Athens,
some Aegean islands, and the Middle East. The officers, about one thou-
sand in number, had to face a review by a military board, which decided
their eligibility for service according to individual circumstances. 33

On November 23, 1944, the ministry of defense published a list of
approximately 250 officers who were to command units of the new na-
tional guard; of these, eight had served with the security battalions."
In the ensuing uproar from the press and EAM, the government revised
the list and replaced the undersecretary of defense with General Sariyannis,
an officer of ELAS. Despite this, the attempt to include former members
of security battalions in the national guard indicated the first official

meat, NARS RG 226:83476, in July 1944, there were ten security battalions
with a complement of five hundred officers and six thousand men; of these,
three battalions were stationed in Athens and the rest operated in central Greece
and the Peloponnese. J. L. Hondros, op. cit., p. 82, suggests that the Rallis
government and the Germans raised thirteen battalions, with a total of 16,652
officers and men, but these units included all types of collaborationist formations.
Only the best ones were referred to as Evzone Battalions and can be defined as
the security battalions. According to Hondros, nine such units were created and
included 532 officers, 656 non-commissioned officers, and 4,536 other ranks.
This figure of 4,536 is close to the estimate provided by W. H. McNeill, The
Greek Dilemma: War and Aftermath, N.Y., 1947, p. 59; L. Spais, op. cit., p. 264
and p. 268, on the other hand, claims that approximately 25 battalions were
raised, which included one thousand officers and thirty thousand men.

32NARS RG 226:L45740; L46724; L5100; L55167; J. 0. Iatrides, Revolt
in Athens: The Greek Communist "Second Round," 1944-1945, Princeton, 1972,
p. 143; K. Piromaglou, op. cit., p. 584.

This depended on whether the officers could provide mitigating circum-
stances of compulsory conscription, voluntary desertion, or otherwise "substantial
circumstances" demonstrated for their service in the security battalions. See: G. M.
Alexander, The Prelude to the Truman Doctrine: British Policy in Greece
1944-1947, Oxford, 1982, p. 261, Note 78; Sarafis, op. cit., pp. 492-493; P.
Kanellopoulos (`Elp.spady to, Athens, 1977, p. 696, November 25, 1944), men-
tions the crisis but does not specifically mention the security battalions.

34H. Richter (vol. 2, op. cit., pp. 208-209), whose sources are: Sarafis,
op. cit., p. 498, German edition, 1964; EAM: White Book, p. 17, concludes that
the majority of the 250 officers served with the security battalions. G. M.
Alexander (op. cit., p. 37) suggests that according to Katbimerina Nea, November
25, 1944, the number was eight, while according to Rizospastis, November 24,
1944, over 90% of the 250 officers had belonged to the security battalions.
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attempt toward the rehabilitation of at least the officers of the battalions.
Considering the critical negotiations going on at the time between EAM
and the government, the attempt was certainly provocative. A possible
explanation, however, is that the Papandreou government was faced with
a shortage of politically reliable officers for the national guard and army.
At the beginning of the occupation, there were approximately 4,391 offi-
cers who had survived the campaigns of 1940 and 1941. During the course
of the occupation, about 600 served with ELAS, including 2,000 reserve
officers, while an additional 2,500 joined the Greek forces in the Middle
East. The rest either served with EDES and other resistance groups,
remained inactive, or served with the security battalions.38 After the
purge in the Middle East, the government merely had the services of the
Mountain Brigade and the Sacred Battalion, which could only provide a
minimal number of officers for the new armed forces. One possibility was
to employ officers who had served with ELAS, but they were not con-
sidered politically reliable; the other alternative was to make use of the
one thousand officers who had served with the security battalions. Indeed,
the latter would provide the most dependable reserve since it was to their
advantage to keep ELAS officers outside the armed forces and support a
right-wing government.

In the middle of November 1944, the British began to release officers
who were associated with the battalions from Averof Prison, and during
the same period some of these men were seen in uniform in the streets
of Athens. 38 Other members of the battalions were assisted by the British
and officers from the Greek general staff to leave Greece and find refuge in
Egypt. 37 According to one OSS report, former members of the battalions
who were released in early November were afterwards slowly formed into
regular army units.38 At the beginning of December, all the officers of
the security battalions held at the Goudi army camp were permitted to
draw a salary comparable to the one received by officers in the Greek
army. 39 The December uprising, however, created the final impetus for
the release and employment of the majority of those in the battalions.
According to Spais,4° who was then undersecretary of defense, the decision
to use the security battalions was taken on December 12. The suggestion
came from the British, but Spais made the final decision, and ultimately

33For a complete breakdown of the Greek officer corps, see A. Gerolymatos,
op., cis., passim.

36NARS RG 226:L49595; L49817.
37NARS RG226:L49839; XL2683; L49838.
381nIARS RG 226:L49839.
33According to Spais (op. cit., pp. 270-271), who issued the order, one of the

reasons for this was that the officers did not have any charges against them and,
until there were charges, they were entitled to their salaries. Another was,
Spais writes, that he was moved to act in this manner after he discovered that
the inmates of Goudi were living under pitiful conditions.

40L. spays  (article in the journal, Ham 	 Oipatx, December 4, 1976) in
P. Rousos, 'H payckX1 neVta.VC(C4, vol. 2, Athens, 1978, pp. 358-359.
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12,000 of the least noticeable and least-known members of the battalions
were employed in national guard units. The prime minister, on the other
hand, during a press conference a couple of days earlier (December 7,
1944) denied any suggestion that the battalions were committed in the
battle against ELAS. 41

In the meantime, efforts were intensified to bring more former security
battalion personnel into the national guard. Other than the political con-
siderations behind these decisions, the military situation in December was
a decisive factor. General Scobie had only thirteen thousand troops at
his disposal, most of whom were stationed in or near Athens. The Greek
government could only rely on the 4,500 soldiers from the Mountain
Brigade and the Sacred Battalion, as well as three thousand city police
and about one thousand members of the "X" organization. 42 A deter-
mined effort was made to recruit men into the national guard, but many
could not report for duty since they lived in areas occupied by ELAS.

After the crisis was over, the government continued to employ former
members of the security battalions and, by March 1945, the last officers
and men were released from detention.° Shortly after the Varkiza Agree-
ment was concluded, the military committees set up by the Plastiras govern-
ment, who were to select officers for the national army, appointed 228
officers who had served with the battalions, along with 221 officers from
ELAS 44 Despite the apparent impartiality of this selection, succeeding
governments between 1945-1946 tended to discriminate in favor of officers
from the security battalions rather than appointing officers with a record
of service in ELAS. In fact, the Greek general staff placed ELAS officers
eligible for service on the inactive list, permitting them to draw their
salary until they were officially retired .° Later in the same year, the courts,
trying collaborators, ruled that the formation of the security battalions did
not fall under the category of collaboration because their function had
been to maintain law and order and to act against "criminal elements."
This ruling and the work of the military committees in effect provided
the judicial framework for the government to employ members of the
battalions and to continue to use those already in state service.

In September 1945, however, the national guard was withdrawn from
active service and its function was taken over by the reorganized gen-

41Considering the political implications of this decision, it is unlikely that
it was made without the knowledge and approval of Papandreou, who, as well
as holding the office of prime minister, also held the defense portfolio at this
time. See G. Papandreou, 'H aneXeuetpcoatG t 'EXXd8oG, Athens, 1948, p. 202.

42J. 0. Iatrides, op. cit., p. 176.
43NARS RG 226:L54316.
44G. M. Alexander, op. oft., p. 162. Article V of the Varkiza Agreement

provided for the establishment of a national army, and the appointment of
officers was made by a special military council. This did not apply to officers
of the Mountain Brigade or the Sacred Battalion (see Woodhouse, Apple of
Discord, op. cit., Appendix I).

45S. Sarafis, op. cit., p. lxxvii; G. M. Alexander, op. cit., pp. 161-162.
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darmerie." As such, with the exception of the 224 officers appointed to
the national army, the majority of those who had transferred from the
security battalions to the national guard now found themselves removed
from active service.

This setback was only temporary; the outbreak of hostilities in 1946
and the conditions within the national army created a new opportunity for
officers of the battalions to gain admission into the Greek army. The civil
war forced the government to commit the Greek army while it was in the
process of reorganization." At the same time, the new army had come
under the influence of conservative officers who favored the monarchy
since they regarded it as the best safeguard against communism." To en-
force their brand of nationalism, some of these officers, in the autumn of
1944, formed a secret organization which came to be known by its acronym
of IDEA. Initially, the efforts of IDEA were confined to infiltrating the
new divisions raised by the government but there is no evidence to suggest
that any contacts developed with officers from the national guard." In
the summer of 1946, representatives of IDEA took the initiative and
persuaded the minister of defense to incorporate into the army officers
who had served in the security battalions. The reason for this, according
to the unofficial biographer of IDEA, Karagianis, was that officers of the
battalions were not only capable professionals but also the most fanatical
anticommunists. 5° Another relevant factor was that those who had served
with the security battalions and later with the national guard had the
most experience in counterinsurgency operations. This was particularly
important since the officers at that time in the national army were trained
for conventional warfare and ill-prepared to lead units against the more
experienced formations of the Democratic Army. 51

We can assume that, since IDEA was instrumental in rehabilitating
officers of the security battalions, they in turn provided another support
for that organization within the officer corps. This became evident after

46G. M. Alexander, op. cit., p. 138.
47J. 0. Iatrides, "Civil War, 1945-1949," Greece in the 1940's, op. cit., p. 205;

D. Vlandas, 'Ep.sp6).t.o5 Ilasp.oc 1945-1949, pp. 104-105 and p. 131; C. M.
Woodhouse, The Struggle for Greece 19414949, London, 1976, pp. 186-187;
L. S. Wittner, American Intervention in Greece, 1943-1949, N.Y., 1982, pp. 224-
225; E. O'Ballance, The Greek Civil War 1944-1949, N.Y., 1966, p. 129;
Foreign Relations of the United States 1948, vol. iv, p. 3.

48W. H. McNeill, op. cit., pp. 207 and 227; W. H. McNeill, The Metamorphosis
of Greece Since World War II, Chicago and London, 1978, p. 78; G. Karagiannis,
op. cit., pp. 214-217; D. Charalambis,	 Nan To6 crtpcoro0 crct aopm
xpcomilc nouabx; orliv `EAXdbce p.s.se4 Tb Aethspo Ilayx6opo 116Xello," Giast;,
July-September 1983, No. 4, pp. 106-107.

40G. M. Alexander, op. cit., pp. 118-119 and also see Note 33; G. Karagiannis,
op. cit., p. 205.

50G. Karagiannis, op. cit., p. 234; F. N. Grigoriadis, 'Evp6X.Log naelt05
1944-1949, vol. 10, Athens, 1975, pp. 90-92.

51See Note 48.
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the end of the civil war, when a large number of these officers remained
in the Greek army and some survived to participate in the 1967 coup. 52

In the final analysis, it was the civil war which thus paved the way and
served as the catalyst for the security battalions to merge with the national
army and complete a process which had begun on the eve of liberation.

52For example, the director of the Agricultural Bank of Greece after the
1967 coup, Kourkoulakos, commanded a security battalion in Patras (N.
Kakaounakis, 2650 liep6vorta auvuw.00tag, vol. 1, Athens, 1976, p. 11; NARS
RG2261), and according to H. Richter (op. cit., 309), Papadopoulos was also
a member of the security battalions.
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Edited and with an introduction
by YIORGOS ,CHOULIARAS AND DAN GEORGAKAS

INTRODUCTION

For forty years, Greeks have been debating the root causes
of the civil war of the late 1940s. Key issues have included the
determination of which side provoked the conflict and the role
of various foreign powers. We have recently uncovered six
documents sent to the Secretary of State from the American
Embassy in the fall of 1945 which clearly indicate American
knowledge of monarchist preparations for civil war. These
materials, classified as secret at the time, consist of three letters
and three intelligence reports. The letters were written by then
U.S. Ambassador Lincoln MacVeagh and the reports were com-
posed by operatives of the Office of Strategic Services, precursor
of the Central Intelligence Agency. Topics dealt with were the
forthcoming Greek elections, which eventually took place in
1946, the "X" organization, and the secret military societies within
the Greek military.'

These materials are enlightening in terms of their content

1The MacVeagh letters and OSS reports reproduced here were found in
the Greek collection of the Tamiment Library of New York University. They
are part of an extensive collection of newspapers, correspondence, booklets, and
other materials collected by John Poulos. A substantial portion of the material
relating to the 1944-1945 period was originally gathered by Constantine Poulos,
who was the major American foreign correspondent in Greece from 1944-1946.
He was the first American to report from the liberated zones and was in personal
contact with all major Greek political figures. Although his articles were printed
in major journals such as The Nation and the New Republic, and the dispatches
he wrote for an international news agency appeared in almost every major
American newspaper, he was eventually expelled from Greece because he was
considered too sympathetic to EAM-ELAS. From the 1950s through the 1960s,
he was blacklisted from major American journals.
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and for what they reveal about American knowledge of Greek
affairs. In terms of content, the reports substantiate from an un-
expected source much of what radicals have always maintained
about this period: that the right was actively persecuting resistance
fighters and was preparing for a civil war if power could not
be obtained through other means. Although Great Britain was
the major Allied power responsible for Greece, the United States
clearly had developed the highest quality information on Greek
developments, and thus American policy was never based on ig-
norance or misunderstanding of the issues. One striking feature
of the comments by Ambassador MacVeagh is his decided dis-
comfort with the fascist nature of the right and its blatant use
of Nazi collaborators and common thugs.

MacVeagh's letter of October 2, 1945, and the accompanying
special memorandum on the Greek elections, express concern
about the fraudulent nature of those elections. The memorandum
candidly outlines the disenfranchisement and persecution of
EAM-ELAS supporters and the prospect that activists of the
right would have multiple voting cards. The report concludes
with fears concerning right-wing terrorism and the negative
effect a dubious election might have on international
public opinion.

On October 26, 1945, MacVeagh sent a letter and dispatch
concerning the royalist organization known as "X." The writers
were alarmed by the criminal and fascist nature of the organiza-
tion. Just as so often stated by EAM-ELAS sympathizers,
MacVeagh acknowledges that "X" actively collaborated with the
Nazis against the resistance throughout the war. The public and
secret units of "X" are seen as foci for a civil war, and MacVeagh
notes that his "British colleague" fears that if the right should
start a civil war, the left is likely to win it.

In another letter sent on October 26, MacVeagh deals
with secret leagues within the Greek army. His dispatch lists the
specific names of leaders and units involved in such societies and
their political outlook. MacVeagh affirms that democracy in
Greece will always be perilous as long as these societies exist.
This observation is particularly pertinent as among the members
of these societies were the men who would emerge as the
junta of 1967-1974.
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These communications of 1945 also indicate that while the
U.S. Ambassador was concerned about the nature of Greece's
monarchist party, he did not suggest that American policy should
be aimed at supporting more democratic forces. Rather than
attempting to thwart the growing power base of the right
through vigorous means, he was more concerned with present-
ing a good public image and moderating the rightist position.
These documents and others already available 2 reveal that when
the United States took over from Great Britain as the major
foreign power in Greece, there was no lack of information about
the nature of the regime inherited. In the decades which followed,
the United States appears to have made no effort to disempower
the collaborators of Nazism or the criminals MacVeagh
wrote about.

—Yiorgos Chouliaras and Dan Georgakas

2"Ambassador MacVeagh Reports: Greece, 1933-1947" ed. by John 0. Iatrides,
Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1980.
P.S. To place the events discussed in the documents in context, in addition to

an earlier issue of the Journal (vol. XI, no. 3, fall 1984), which was mostly
devoted to articles on the Greek Resistance and in which relevant contribu-
tions published in past issues were indexed, two books readers may wish
to consult are: Occupation and Resistance: The Greek Agony 1941-44
(Pella, 1983) by John Louis Hondros and American Intervention in Greece,
1943-1949 (Columbia University, 1982) by Lawrence S. Wittner. The
issue of changing evaluations, from a left perspective, of the elections of
1946 is addressed by Ole L. Smith in "The Boycott of the Elections [of)
1946. A Decisive Mistake?" which was published in Scandinavian Studies
in Modern Greek (no. 6, 1982).



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Athens, Greece,
October 2, 1945

SECRET

No. 1622

Subject: Preparations for Greek Elections.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

Washington.

Sir:

Confirming and supplementing my despatch No. 1567 of September
26, 1945, I have the honor to enclose herewith a report on "The Greek
Elections" prepared for me by a member of the OSS who has been work-
ing for some time with this Embassy in a confidential capacity. This report
covers Problems, Registration, Voting, Apparent Abuses and Frauds, and
Comments, and is, to my mind, admirably succinct and to the point. Of
particular note would seem to be the statement that though the laws
provide for prosecution of holders of duplicate election booklets no case
of such prosecution has yet come to the writer's attention (see paragraph
2 of my telegram 1078 of September 25). In connection with Section C.
Voting, it should be kept in mind that this whole matter, and not merely
the question of the use of the majority or proportional system, is under
consideration in connection with a new electoral Iaw shortly to
be promulgated.

Previews of this kind may be of interest to whoever heads the forth-
coming commission of observers for the United States, as giving a general
picture of the set-up of a Greek election, and of the various aspects of this

32
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one likely to require special vigilance, but nothing can be of such value
to the commission as its own presence on the ground here at an early date.

Respectfully yours,
[signed)

Lincoln MacVeagh

Enclosure:
Report on "The Greek Elections".

Sent in ozalid to Department.
Copy to Division of Near Eastern Affairs.

File No. 800
LMacVeagh/ efb

Enclosure to Despatch No. 1622
from the American Embassy, Athens,
dated October 2, 1945 concerning
Preparations for Greek Elections.

AIR MAIL

29 September 1945

SECRET

SPECIAL MEMORANDUM

To: The Honorable Lincoln MacVeagh
American Ambassador, Athens

Subject: The Greek Elections.

Sir:

Following our conversations concerning the problems raised by the
forthcoming Greek elections, and in accordance with your request for a
memorandum in this connection, I have the honor to submit the following
outline of the situation as it has developed, together with certain comments
which seemed to recommend themselves in the course of my inquiry.

A. The Problems

1. Principal impasse in the situation is the decision of EAM/KKE
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to refrain from taking part in the elections unless the government is
changed and unless many other political demands are granted; and the
apparent improbability of any such change until the elections.

2. A second problem is the possibility of multiple, fraudulent voting
by members of royalist organizations who are presently being provided with
duplicate and triplicate voting booklets by their organizations.

3. A third problem is the possibility of terrorism and coercion during
the campaigns, and on election day, by the various right-wing organizations.

B. Registration

1. Voting is based on prior registration rolls. These are supplemented,
in the cities and large towns, by electoral booklets (eklogika bibliaria)
which are valid for several elections and which consist of a small paper
booklet containing a photograph, name, birthdate, birthplace, and occupa-
tion of the voter. When he votes, the fact is entered in his booklet.

2. The voter obtains the booklet by appearing at his local parish and
presenting his police identity card, a certificate of birth, and his bread
ration card. He also can present his old booklet, if he possesses one. The
parish committee which handles the issuance of booklets, (and conse-
quently, the registration of voters), consists of the local priest, a member
of the community who has legal training, and a third m 	 er. The govern-
ment appoints the legal and the third member.

3. The law (Law No. 392/1945 of the Voulgaris government)
which set up this procedure also provides for a committee of observers
at each parish, the committee to consist of one representative of each of
the major parties,—Liberal, Communist and Populist. These observers have
the right to note and refer complaints to the government.

4. The law called for a review of all registration rolls throughout
the country; and a drawing up of new registration rolls in Athens, Piraeus
and Salonika because of the many changes which have occurred in the
constitution of these centers as cities and townships. (The unit, in all
cases, is the parish.) Although election laws formerly called for a review
of the registration lists every year, the Metaxas government curtailed all
such activities and the revisions have to cover a period of nine years during
which time no work has been done at all in this connection.

5. When the lists are completed, the law calls for their being pre-
sented to the courts of First Instance for decision on complaints and objec-
tions raised by the parish committees of observers.

6. The laws provide for a six-month to two years imprisonment of
anyone convicted of possessing more than one electoral booklet.

C. Voting

1. There have been no elections in Greece since 1936. In January
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of that year, elections were held and the "proportional representation"
system was employed. No decision has yet been announced by the govern-
ment as to whether it will use "P.R." or plurality count. It is believed
that the Liberal party will prefer plurality count. Generally, the most
prominent party is able to choose the method of counting votes, and the
government announces the method to be used, by decree, just before the
election.

2. Greece is divided into electoral districts on the basis of an average
of 1000 voters to each. 25,000 votes elect a deputy under "P.R.", or fewer
votes if the county is not so heavily populated. The county gets a second
deputy if the remaining votes exceed 17,000. Thus, roughly, about 250
are elected.

3. "P.R." was first used in Greece in 1926, when Papanastasiou
introduced it. It has since been used also in 1932 and 1936. The plurality
system has been used in 1928, 1933 and 1935.

D. Apparent abuses and frauds

1. Most of the alleged abuses and frauds in registration, and most
of the complaints concerning the election itself, stem from the fact that
almost all election officials have been appointed by the Voulgaris govern-
ment and are, in the main, of strong royalist sympathies. The various
political parties cannot, by law, take exception to any of the members of
parish committees.

2. The fact that most parish committees are of rightist views explains
how the local heads of organizations such as "X" and E.D. (Ethniki
Drasis) are able to procure, with great facility, as many fraudulent dupli-
cate and triplicate booklets as their trusted friends may require. Several
such booklets were obtained by one of our agents within one week,
through two friends of his in rightist organizations. All he had to produce
were photos, and fake names and statistics. This practice, which we know
to be flagrantly wide-spread among royalist groups, may well result in the
extraordinary phenomenon of having a larger registration in Athens and
Piraeus than ever before, in spite of the abstention of the EA.M/KKE
leftists.

3. To date, no arrests of persons possessing duplicate booklets have
come to our notice, although it is common knowledge that some hold as
many as 25 booklets.

4. The confusion attendant upon the police practice of arresting left-
wingers even when there is no credible evidence of the commission of a
crime has led to a large number of such persons keeping away from regis-
tration centers where they fear they might be turned in to the police for
merely having been known to be Communists last December. Several
thousand such arrestees are still under detention, all over the country, and
this is one of the main KKE talking points.
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E. Comments

1. It is believed that if elections are held in the near future with no
modifications or corrections in registration rolls and with the abstention
of the EAM, their outcome will be subjected to sharp criticism and non-
recognition from Russia, regardless of the number of Allied observers
who may be present on election day. No observer will be able to know
how many booklets a voter has, how many times he has voted prior to
appearing at the observer's polling place, or how many times he may vote
thereafter at another polling place. Even trained observers would be
helpless in a situation such as this.

2. One way to insure that each voter votes only once is to stamp
the palm of each voter as he enters the "booth"; and to stamp his book
with a unique stamp, so as to invalidate all duplicate books for future use.
The ink could be obtained from the United States, and would need to be
an indelible ink. The stamps could likewise be obtained from the United
States. The stamping could be done either by a Greek police officer under
the supervision of the local tri-party committee, or by the Allied observer.

3. An early and definite statement by the Allies that a positive
method had been devised to guarantee freedom from multiple voting
would go far towards minimizing the KKE argument that many royalists
will vote several times each.

4. Specific, public orders to the police to protect and assist persons
finding it difficult to register or vote would also help dissipate the leftist
clamor.

5. It is believed that only if such positive steps are taken by the
government can it properly refute the charge that it seeks to foster a
fraudulent election by tolerating abuses which, in actual fact, are occurring.
The taking of these steps will make it extremely difficult for any side to
claim that it has been wronged.

6. Since September 30 is the last day of registration, and in view of
the fact that not many more than 60% of the voting population of Greece
has registered, it is submitted that a further extension of the registration
period, plus the taking of the steps mentioned above, would deprive the
extreme left of most of its argument against participating in the elections,
and would lend needed prestige to the combined Greek-Allied effort to
hold honest elections.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Athens, Greece,
October 26, 1945.

SECRET

No. 1733

Subject: Origin, Growth and Activities of the Greek Royalist
Organization known as "X".

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

Washington, D. C.

Sir:

For the Department's information and in view of the many references
in my recent despatches and telegrams to a Greek royalist organization
known as "X" (pronounced Khee), I have the honor to transmit herewith
a copy of a report prepared in the Military Attache's office of this
Embassy, giving a thoroughgoing account of that organization's origin,
growth, and activities. Based largely on secret sources, this report on what
would appear to be the key organ of military reaction in Greece is of
particular interest at this time in relation to the possibility of an attempt
by the right to resolve the present political stalemate by forceful action
(see my telegram No. 1190 of October 20, item 1). I also refer in this
connection to my despatches of today's date, Nos. 1734 and 1731, on
secret leagues within the armed forces and on Communist Party plans in
the event of a rightist coup.

The enclosed report traces the history of "X", from its foundation in
1941 by its present leader, Lieutenant Colonel Georgios Grivas, and his
former superior, General Lavdas, through its period of growth following
the disarmament of ELAS this year, up to its present dominating position
in Greek reactionary circles. It states that the organization derives its
principal financial support from Theos Cozzika, wealthy and arch-con-
servative Greek industrialist in Egypt, while in Greece the key figures of
the organization, apart from Grivas himself, are one Zephiros Valvis, an
Athenian lawyer, Father Alexandros (Gorgiades), a priest, and Petros
Mavromichalis of the Populist Party, who appears once more side by side
with his old friend General (now Air-Marshal) Reppas. The Department
will remember the bitter and dangerous partisanship of these two in the
trial of the republican political leaders in 1935. (In addition, OSS has
reported Generals Ventiris, Spiliotopoulos and Liossis and Colonels Laios,
Lamaris and Tavordaris as being prominent military members of "X"
along with Grivas—see my despatch No. 1053 of May 22). "X" is .

described as a dual organization consisting of a public Political Branch,
with a claimed membership of 200,000 (50,000 in Athens alone), and
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a secret Operational Branch of unknown membership but which is thought
to possess something over 5,000 firearms. It is the latter which is probably
responsible for most of the current right-wing excesses in Greece and
which is also said to be busily engaged in drawing up lists of Communists
and other undesirables for use if and when the powers-that-be decide that
the time has come for action.

Whether or not that decision will be made remains as problematical
as it was when I discussed the matter in my despatch No. 1053 of May 22.
The same internal factors militating for and against a royalist coup still
hold, although the situation may be said to have become exasperated by
the continued disruptive tactics of the extreme left, the inability of the
Greek politicians to get together despite the Communist threat, the appar-
ent tergiversations of British policy, and the manipulations of vested finan-
cial interests, all of which have combined to prevent any real progress
towards political and economic stability. On the other hand, the fact that
the international situation has also deteriorated, together with Mr.
McNeill's recent forthright warning in the House of Commons against
any attempted use of force by the Greek factions, might be expected to
curb the spirit of adventure. Unfortunately, short-sighted elements of the
right remain stubbornly convinced that Britain would fail to offer effective
resistance to a royalist putsch, particularly a bloodless one, and would
continue to support Greece under any circumstances against Soviet or
Balkan intervention.

Regardless of their immediate intentions, recourse of the extreme
rightists to such an instrument as "X" reveals an undemocratic attitude
which is disturbing in its present effects and in its future implications. It
has undermined the authority and prestige of the Regent and his interim
"caretaker" Governments, driven the republicans into a position paralleling
that of the Communists, and provided the latter with justification for
their own militancy and their appeals for foreign support—appeals which
are likely to elicit an increasingly sympathetic and active response as the
threat of "X" becomes more precise. My British colleague undoubtedly
had this in mind when he recently expressed the hope to me that the right
would not, after all, provoke serious trouble. "For," he said, "if the
right begin it, the left will win it".

Respectfully yours,
[signed)

Lincoln MacVeagh

Enclosure:
Report on "X" Organization in Greece.

Sent in ozalid to Department
Copy for American Embassy, Moscow
Copy for Division of Near Eastern Affairs

File: 800
LJCromie/ LMacVeagh/ mpe
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AIR MAIL

Enclosure to Despatch No. 1733,
dated October 26, 1945, from the
American Ambassador, Athens, Greece,
entitled: "Origin, Growth, and
Activities of the Greek Royalist
Organization known as 'X' ".

COPY

1. X (pronounced Khee), formed in 1941 as an association of
Greek army officers, was reduced in October 1944 to minuscule propor-
tions, but has grown during the past year into a powerful, nation-wide,
para-military organization. The organization has recently developed a
double organization: the one political and public, the other armed and
secret. The inner members of the organization carry on rather intensive
organizational activity, and upon occasion sally forth to engage in demon-
strations or street brawls. Relations with the police and National Guard
have been very close since X has admitted key policemen and soldiers to
its ranks. The organization is designed to fight the Communists, and to
assure the return of King George, by force if necessary. It is financed, in
part at least, from Egypt, is closely associated with the Popular Party, and
in daily liaison with high officers of the General Staff.

Origin and Early Vicissitudes of X

2. X was formed in 1941 by General Lavdas, ex-Commander of the
2 (Athens) Division, and his Chief of Staff, Lt. Col. Georgios Grivas.
At inception it was an association of army officers, centering around the
men who had served in General Lavdas' Division. Its purpose was to
prepare the way for the allied forces when they should come to liberate
Greece from the Germans. In 1942 a difference of opinion arose between
Lavdas and Grivas over the question as to whether or not to admit
civilians, i.e., demobilized soldiers of the Athens Division, to the organ-
ization; and the upshot of this disagreement was that Lavdas resigned
from X and left Grivas in sole command.

3. Under Grivas' leadership the organization grew to include (he
claims) about 4,000 members (1943), with small branches in the towns
of Attica and Boeotia. As Communist control over ELAS developed, X
turned more and more into a purely anti-Communist organization; and is
said to have cooperated with the Germans by giving them information
as to the whereabouts of leading Communists, and at the same time to
have received some arms from the German authorities with which they
carried on occasional street fights against Elasites. As German control
over Athens weakened, sporadic fighting between ELAS and X increased,
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and X on the whole got the worst of it. Col. Grivas says that on the day
when the British troops landed in Greece, X consisted of 200 men
barricaded in a house in Pancrati, ringed round by ELAS rifles. Another
report, however, says that General Spiliotopoulos, (Appointed Military
Governor of Attica by the Papandreou Government), delivered 5,000 sub
machine guns to X about a week before the final withdrawal of the
Germans; and that with this formidable armament, the Xites were able to
hold their own in a number of districts of Athens, especially in the area
near the Thesion, which became a X stronghold.

4. After the arrival of British troops and the Papandreou government,
opening fighting in Athens lapsed for a few weeks, and Grivas had an
opportunity to regroup his forces and recruit sympathizers. The outbreak
of the December revolt was heralded by the renewal of fighting between
X and ELAS in the Thesion area; but after the British had become directly
involved in the fighting (December 6) and General Scobie had ordered
all civilians to turn in their arms, X ceased to fight openly. Instead many
members of the organization volunteered for the National Guard battalions.
Much of the misbehavior of the so-called "Athens battalions" of the
National Guard may be attributed to the actions of these bravos who had
served with X against the Communists.

Growth of X during 1945

5. With the disarmament of ELAS and the extension of the authority
of the Greek Government through the provinces, a swarm of "nationalist"
organization [sic] began to appear in every town. These organizations
were headed by an assortment of former army officers, old government
office holders, politicians, or simple adventurers, and often consisted of an
ambitious title, some letterhead stationery and not much else. Some of
these organizations, however, like BEN in Salonika, developed substantial
membership and began to set up dub houses, hold parades, etc.

6. During the course of the summer, a tendency began to show itself
for these Nationalist organizations to coalesce; and the organization under
whose auspices the resultant federations found themselves was X. The
sequence of events in Salonika happens to be well known, and is probably .

typical of: most towns of Greece. In early. spring 1945 six individuals
wrote a letter to Col. Grivas in Athens suggesting that he establish a
branch of X in Salonika with themselves as charter members. A few
weeks later a representative of the Athens X organization arrived in
Salonika and administered the oath to a few willing initiates. It appears,
however, that this first start did not prove satisfactory to the Athens
organization, and in July Air Marshal Reppas (retired) came to Salonika,
carried through a purge, and installed Patios Voudouris, a retired army
officer, as head of the Operational Section of X. Alexander Kouskoulakis,
Manager of the Agrarian. Bank in Salonika, was made head of the newly
established Political Branch at the same time. Under this new regime, the
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Operational Section was to be limited to 500 members, organized into
secret cells of 10 men; while the Political Section was thrown open to all.

7. In August, Reppas visited Salonika again, and at his instigation a
Federation of the leading Nationalist organizations of the city was found-
ed. It was to have a common treasury, from which the constituent organ-
izations would draw in proportion to their membership. (In fact it seems
that the main reason that persuaded the various leaders of these organ-
izations to join the federation was that Reppas promised liberal subven-
tion from Athens, and each organization saw the opportunity of drawing
more money from the treasury than they put in.) The Federation is known
as Omospondiaton [sic) Ethnikon Organoseon, Federation of the Na-
tionalist Organizations, and is directed by a committee of • representatives
from each component organization.

8. In September, Zephiros Valvis, an Athens lawyer, made a tour of
Northern and Central Greece with the purpose of inspecting and organ-
izing X in those areas. In Salonika he established a committee of four
members to supervise the Political Branch of X, made a public speech
in which he announced the pacific and nationalist intentions of his organ-
ization; held a private meeting with the Operational Section of the organ-
ization at which he was informed that 300 of the 500 man quota had
already been recruited into the Operational Section; that 1500 small arms
(delivered from Athens) were in the safekeeping of three Gendarme
officers: Vardoulakis, the Director General of Security; Tsalamides, Chief
of Gendarmerie; and Moschatos, Deputy chief of Security. He was also
told that a total of 500 gendarmes had been initiated into the Political
Section including the heads of all the police stations of the city except
for two. Valvis did not, however, bring the funds which had been
promised; and there was general disappointment among the leaders of the
Nationalist organizations at this omission; and some of the civilians in the
Operational Section questioned the wisdom of allowing all the arms to be
kept by the Gendarmes, fearing that their independence of action might
be compromised thereby.

9. This development has seemingly been paralleled elsewhere in
Greece. Branches of X have been established in nearly every town and in
many villages. The organization is particularly strong in the Peloponnese,
Attica-Boeotia, Akarnania, and Thrace; and in all parts of: the country
has many members among the police, National Guard, and to a lesser
extent, the Army. Grivas claims a total membership (in the Political
Branch) of 200,000 with 50,000 in Athens alone.

Organization and Leading Personalities of X

10. Since mid-summer X has had a double organization:- the Poli-
tical Branch, which is public and pacific; and the Operational Branch,
which is armed and at least potentially violent. Officially,'.Grivas and
other Xites, insist that the organization. has. been totally. transformed Irma
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the secret armed society which it was under the Germans; and in their
public statements, the Political Branch emphasizes respect for the will of
the people and for the Government, insists on early elections, and in all
respects echoes the program of the Popular Party. The Operational. Branch,
however, remains the heart of the organization, and the Political Branch
was probably designed largely to serve as a cover. It is not known how
many arms the organization possesses, but the number is probably some-
thing more than 5000 which X is thought to have taken over in October
1944. If the quota for Salonika of 1500 is correct, it would be reasonable
to suppose that at least twice that many are kept in Athens, and propor-
tionately large number assigned to other parts of the country. The Opera-
tional Branch is organized into ten-man cells, with a direct chain of com-
mand reaching downward from Grivas. In the provinces, control is neces-
sarily relatively slack due to difficulties of communication, and the local
heads of the Operational Branch undoubtedly have considerable autonomy
of action.

11. The central control of X is apparently firmly in the hands of Lt.
Col. George Grivas. His two most prominent confederates are Zephiros
Valvis, a lawyer from Athens, and Georgiades (a priest usually known by
his ordination name of Father Alexandros). The treasurer of X is said
to be Petros Mavromichalis, one of the most prominent leaders of the
Popular Party; and the principal source of income, apart from what is
raised locally, is contributions from Theo. Cozzika, a very wealthy Egyp-
tian industrialist, who is an extreme Royalist and conservative. (His
enemies say that Cozzika, foreseeing difficulties in Egypt in the next few
years, is seeking to find a country where he can transfer his capital safely
and remain exempt from taxation or hampering regulations.)

12. It is also said that there is considerable friction between Grivas,
Valvis and Father Alexandros. Father Alexandros, in particular, is of a
rougher, more turbulent nature than the other two men, and favors direct
and violent action in cases when the other two draw back. This friction
is not serious, however, and does not seem likely to fracture the organ-
ization in the immediate future.

Activities of X

13. Men in the inner circle of X have been busy during the past
months in organizing and recruiting. The activities of ordinary members
is less well known. There are periodic meetings of the Political Branch,
but they are relatively few and unimportant. The Operational Branch
maintains an Intelligence service, (under Valvis), which devotes its major
attention to listing Communists, their residence, habits, associates etc.
with a view to effective liquidation at some future time. In addition, the
Xites occasionally come out into the streets at night, have been known
to cordon off a section of town and search houses for arms or for Com-
munists, who, if found, are beaten up. In Athens, these more violent
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methods have not been much used; in Salonika and other provincial towns
such behavior is far more common. Sign painting is another pasttime, and
the walls of nearly every town and village of Greece are decorated with
blue X's. (Note: the X not only stands for the letter Khi in the Greek
alphabet, but also is the monogram King George, being a crossed gamma,
standing for Georgios Glucksburg.)

14. The activities of the organization definitely look to some day
when it will be possible to loose their hatred against the Communists,
whether after a coup d'etat, or after the King's government has been
installed by legal processes. Organizers talk of a rapidly approaching day:
they whispered that when the Regent returned from London, the day
would come; but in actual fact, the organization up to the present has
been kept in close check, and, in Athens at least, has not resorted to vio-
lence on any organized basis. Individual members of X have not infre-
quently disobeyed the instructions of the central command, as when some
Xites beat up the Chief of the Athens Police, 12 October, after the police
had broken up a Nationalist demonstration in Constitution Square. By
continued inaction, the organization runs the risk of losing its more ex-
treme adherents; and it seems not impossible that X will soon take a more
aggressive line of action, especially if the Regent-Prime Minister makes
a serious effort to separate the police and army from Royalist control.

Comment

15. It is impossible to assess the real power of X. Up to the present
it has flourished with the tacit or active blessing of the police and army;
and its arms are nearly all stored in police stations. Without such support,
X would probably lose most of its power; but under present conditions,
the organization seems to offer a real threat to the stability of the Govern-
ment and to the peaceful evolution of Greek politics.

Report No. R 171-45
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Athens, Greece,
October 26, 1945.

SECRET

No. 1734

Subject: Secret Leagues within the Greek Army.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

Washington, D. C.

Sir:

As of possible interest to the Department, I have the honor to transmit
herewith a copy of a report prepared in the office of the Military Attache
of this Embassy on secret leagues within the Greek Army, which would
appear to be especially timely in view of current discussions relating to the
possibility of a rightist coup d'etat. (See my despatches Nos. 1733 and
1731 of this date on the royalist "X" organization and on Communist
Party plans in the event of a royalist coup.)

The enclosed report emphasizes that the tradition of political leagues
within the Greek Army dates back to the war of independence, or, in
other words, to the very origin of the modern Greek state. Under the
Metaxas regime, the report continues, royalist officers completely domi-
nated the Army, their opponents being driven into exile or retirement,
resulting in a legacy of bitterness which was accentuated during the 1944
mutiny in Egypt and the subsequent ELAS uprising. The purges which
followed these events, however, resulted in an Army which, while domi-
nated by strongly conservative elements, is not uniformly royalist. The
following groups are named as having the most influence today: the
Officers' League (Syndesmos Axiomatikon), the Royalists (Basilophrones),
IDEA (leros Desmos Ethnikon Axiomatikon, Sacred Association of Na-
tionalist Officers), and a Republican League. It appears that SAN (Syn-
desmos Axiomatikon Neon, League of Young Officers), still a favorite
target of Communist propaganda, has actually been more or less inactive
since its exposure by Emmanuel Tsouderos last May (see my despatch
No. 965 of May 1, page 11, and the enclosure to my despatch No. 1511
of September 14.) All of these leagues vie and intrigue with one another,
but more with reference to preferential promotions and assignments than
to ideology. At the moment, the Officers' League, under the dynamic
personality of the Deputy Chief of Staff, Major General Ventiris (who
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has also been identified with the "X" organization) would appear to
have the upper hand. The report concludes that the new Greek. Army, like
its predecessors, is bound to be of a political character, but indicates that
the preponderance within it of any one group is also likely to
be precarious.

While the Army remains in politics it is hard to see how Greece can
ever become a democracy in our sense, and it is equally hard to see how a
tradition so intrenched tsic) can be eradicated. However, the present situa-
tion is perhaps not as unhappy as it might be, since the Army as now con-
stituted can be counted on to oppose any attempt at a Communist uprising,
while at the same time the presence in its ranks of a Communist-controlled
minority estimated at 15 percent, which is probably roughly equivalent to
Communist strength in the general population, should tend to discourage
military action in support of the right. Existing rivalries between the
different factions as exemplified by the struggle for control over officer
appointments between the royalist-dominated General Staff and the repub-
lican Minister of War, General Merenditis, (see my telegrams No. 1102
of. September 29, item 6, and No. 1112 of October 2) are a further
guarantee in this stabilizing sense. The problem facing the British Military
Mission in Greece and Greek civilian authorities concerned for the observ-
ance of constitutional procedures, therefore, is not one of creating a non-
political Army (which would be utopian) but of ensuring so far as
possible equilibrium of forces.

Respectfully yours,
[signed]

Lincoln MacVeagh

Enclosure:
Report on Secret Leagues
within the Greek Army.

Sent in ozalid to Department.
Copy for Division of Near Eastern Affairs.
Copy for American Embassy, Moscow.

File No. 800
LJCromie/ LMacVeagh/ mpe
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AIR MAIL

Enclosure to Despatch No. 1734,
dated October 26, 1945, from the
American Ambassador, Athens, Greece,
entitled: "Secret Leagues within
the Greek Army".

COPY

1. The Greek Army is honeycombed by secret leagues and Associa-
tions. These secret leagues are often rivals, and usually have affiliations
with different political parties, so that what may start as purely private
and personal spite over promotion is quickly transformed into political
antagonism, confirmed, intensified, and, one may say, institutionalized, by
the oaths, activities, and inner discipline of the leagues. The military
leagues constitute a standing and serious threat to normal political pro-
cesses, constantly holding over the head of any Government the threat of
a coup d'etat.

Historical Background

2. Secret armed societies are nothing new in Greece. The Greek
War of Independence (1821-30) was initiated by a secret society, (the
Philiki Etairia), which ramified over the whole Balkans. More recently,
Eleftherios Venizelos was called from Crete to become Prime Minister
of Greece in 1910 by a revolt of a Military League; and throughout the
period of World War I, the Greek army was torn between rival Military
leagues, loyal respectively to Venizelos and King Constantine, until the
Venizelist Military League became the framework for his revolt against
the King (1916). After the reconciliation of Venizelos' insurrectionary
Salonika Government with the Government in Athens (1917), the rivalry
between Royalist and Republican officers continued, crystallized through-
out the inter-bellum years, into rival secret leagues. Factionalism was
intensified by the fact that the Greek army had a large surplus of officers
and the Government could not afford to pay them all. Consequently,
when a man was put in retirement, he blamed his dismissal on whatever
political group was then in power, and lent his support to the rival group
in the hope of thereby returning to active service and recovering full pay
and emoluments.

3. Under the Metaxas regime (1936-40) Royalist officers were
exclusively in control of the army, and the more prominent Republican
leaders went into exile. Under the occupation, a large number of leagues
and associations of Greek officers were formed, and some of them (like
PAO) took to the hills and formed small guerrilla bands without any
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pronounced political color. But during the last two years of the German
occupation of Greece, all middle groups were absorbed in the two ex-
tremes: on the one hand the Communist-dominated ELAS, which recruited
to itself a substantial number of Regular officers, mostly of relatively
junior rank; and the Security Battalions, mobilized by the Germans
through the Rallis Government to counteract ELAS. This dichotomy be-
tween Left and Right was reflected in the Greek Forces in the Middle
East and resulted in the mutiny of April 1944, when sympathizers with
the EAM/ELAS/KKE movement attempted to seize control of the Greek
Army in the Middle East. The failure of this revolt led to the reorgan-
ization of the Greek Army into a small but thoroughly conservative and
strongly anti-Communist force. In December 1944, a second resort to the
arbitration of force, led a second time to failure of Leftist plans, and
guaranteed the effectual banishment of leftists from all positions of
responsibility in the Greek army. Regular Greek officers who served with
ELAS have not been returned to active duty; and any associations or
leagues which may exist (and certainly do exist) among them have
practically no power in the Army as it is now constituted, and are conse-
quently omitted from this report. (It is planned to attempt to describe
these leagues in a subsequent report which will be devoted to armed
societies of the Left.)

Military Leagues in the Greek Army Today

4. So far as this office has been able to find out, there are four im-
portant secret leagues in the Greek army today: The Officers' League
(Syndesmos Axiomatikon), the Royalists (Basilophrones), IDEA (Ieros
Desmos Ethnikon Axiomatikon, Sacred Association of Nationalist Offi-
cers), and a Republican League (name unknown).

5. The Officers' League is, in effect, the inner cabal of the Greek
General Staff. The three senior officers of this league are: Major General
Konstantinos Vendiris, Assistant Chief of Staff; Major General Panagiotis
Spiliotopoulos; Major General Efstathios Liossos. Other prominent mem-
bers of this league are the following: Cols. Laios, Kitrilakis, Zanglis,
Valodimos, Granitsas (in Egypt); Lt. Cols. Dovas, Karadjennis, Argyro-
poulos, Messinopoulos, Stathatos, Lamaris, and Major Papageorogopoulos
[sic]. All of these men hold important positions on the Greek General Staff,
and, under the leadership of General Vendiris, are in a position to make
or break the career of any army officer, since army appointments pass
through their hands. More or less subordinate to this League is an asso-
ciation of the leading spirits among the officers of the old Rimini Brigade.
Most of these officers are now assigned to the 2 Division, and, under the
leadership of Col. Tsakalotas, Commander of the Division, the association
devotes itself to looking after the interests of veterans of the Rimini
brigade, assuring them, (with the help of General Vendiris), of good
assignments, etc.
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6. The Officers' League is interested first of all in maintaining its
present predominant power over the Greek army, and its policies are
designed largely with that in view. Its members are all strongly anti-
Communist and tend to be rather lukewarm Royalists. In general, their
attitude is that the King is the only bulwark against Communism avail-
able to Greece; but their enthusiasm for King George is dampened by
the fear that should he return he might reinstate his old generals of the
Albanian campaign.

7. The Royalist League represents the group of officers who con-
trolled the Greek army before the war. It is led by Lt. Gen. Alexander
Papagos, Commander in Chief during the Albanian War, (recently
returned from internment in Germany, see Report No. R 96-45, this
office). The League is composed of the men who worked with Papagos
in the War. Among the more prominent of these are: Lt. Generals
Georgios Kosmas, Constantine Vacopoulos, Panagiotis Dedes; Major
Generals Maraveas, Stanotas and Papadopoulos; Cols. Mavrogennis, Gero-
limatos and Papageorgiou. All of these men are now on the inactive list,
but they hope that King George will restore them to at least some of their
former power. Consequently, their League works and hopes wholeheart-
edly for the return of the King. It does not have many adherents, since
only a man who despairs of preferment under the Vendiris regime will
join what looks like the forlorn cause of these Metaxas generals.

8. The IDEA is a League of junior officers, formed in Egypt after
the April mutiny in 1944. It is limited to officers below the rank of
captain; is organized into secret cells of three; has an estimated member-
ship of about 2000; and is directed by a committee of three majors (names
unknown) and a Captain Tzonvalosis. Its announced aims are to insure
the dismissal of all officers (especially senior ones) who in any way were
compromised by the April Mutiny, and to advance the military career of
its own members in every possible way. IDEA is politically conservative
and Royalist. Many individuals probably belong both to IDEA and to
the less secret and more informal association of Rimini veterans,
described above.
NOTE: This League is not identical with SAN (Report No. 84-45, this
office). It appears that SAN, after the publication of its constitution by
Emmanuel Tsouderos in April, has become inactive, and has, perhaps,
disbanded.

9. The Republican League draws its members from those officers
who were ejected from the Greek army after the abortive revolutions of
1933 (Plastiras) and 1935 (Venizelos). The leader of this league is
General Nicholas Plastiras (See Report No. 3-45, this office, for an outline
of his checkered career) and his prominent associates include the follow-
ing: Lt. Gen. Andreas Spanopoulos, Military Governor of Central
Greece, Lt. Gen. Alexander Merenditis, Minister of War, Lt. Gen.
George Dromazos, Chief of Staff, Major General Athanasios Bitsanis,
Military Governor of Central Macedonia, Major General Avramides, Mili-
tary Governor of Thessaly, Major General Leonidas Spais, former Minister
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of War under Plastiras, and Major Generals Vlachaitopoulos, Protopoulos,
Chavinis and Georgoulis. This League is composed of old, high ranking
officers, who have long been identified with the Liberal Party and repub-
licanism. They believe that tenure of their present posts depends on the
establishment of a republic in Greece, for a Royalist government would
not allow senior commands to remain in the hands of unsympathetic
officers, especially when, by retiring republicans, vacancies for promotion
of Royalist officers would be created. Consequently, the members of this
league work and hope to establish a Republic, and support the Liberal
Party. They strongly reject cooperation with the Communists, however;
and are definitely conservative in their social opinions. They seem to have
rather small following among the junior officers, who, finding that pre-
ferment now comes through the Vendiris group, think it more profitable
to be Royalist.

10. It is not easy to say just what are the activities and importance
of these various leagues. Each has a constitution; members are admitted
by careful selection and received into the society after swearing a solemn
oath. So far as is known, the Leagues have no great monetary resources,
and it is not clear what sort of disciplinary power they can wield over
their members to keep them in line. Indeed, it is probably the case that
these Leagues would quickly break up if the alignment of the individual in-
terests of members should alter, and now [sic] leagues conforming to new
cliques would be formed in their place. Nevertheless, the Leagues formal-
ize and thereby intensify the factional quarrels of the Greek officer corps,
and provide a standing secret machinery through which it is possible and
tempting to plot coups d'etat. (General Spais is said to have threatened
revolt at the time of Gen. Plastiras' resignation from the Prime Ministry
last spring.)

Relations between the Military Leagues

11. As indicated above, all of these military leagues are conservatively
inclined and strongly anti-Communist. Actual possession of high office is
divided between the Officers' League, headed by Assistant Chief of Staff,
Major General Vendiris, and the Republican League, represented in the
army by the Minister of War, Lt. General Alexander Merenditis, and
by the Chief of Staff, Lt. General George Dromazos. At first glance it
would appear that the Republicans had the upper hand, since the highest
offices are held by Republican sympathizers. In fact, the relation is quite
the reverse. Dromazos, although titular Chief of Staff, in fact is quite
overshadowed by the aggressive personality of his assistant, Vendiris; and
Dromazos' power is nullified by the fact that Vendiris and his friends
have effective control of the all-important assignment of officers within
the army. Republicans holding high military positions are, with the ex-
ception of Lt. General Merenditis, Minister for War, all hold-overs from
the time when Plastiras was Prime Minister; and they are area command-
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ers, not troop commanders. In other words, they would have relatively
little power to govern events in case things came to the point of armed
insurrection. More than this, the republican generals seem personally in-
effectual, and do not exert the full measure of their authority to build
up a republican machine under their command. As a result, perhaps be-
cause many of them have a deep-running fear of Communism, and
secretly doubt the viability of republican government in Greece under
present conditions, or perhaps merely because they are old men, the
republican generals do not exercise an influence in the Greek army com-
mensurate with their rank and position.

12. Relations between the Officers' League and the Basilophrones are
not cordial, even though both are Royalist and conservative. A personal
animosity exists between Vendiris and Papagos, for the latter as C in C
in 1940, refused to reinstate Vendiris, even as a private soldier. (Vendiris
had been read out of the army in 1935 for participation in the abortive
Venizelist coup of that year, and was, at that time, regarded as a ring-
leading republican.) Apart from this personal feud, the Metaxist Gen-
erals naturally look with envy upon the newcomers who are now in con-
trol of the Greek army; while the officers around Vendiris, for their part,
look at the superior rank of the Basilophrones, and fear for their jobs.

13. It is believed that General Vendiris and Colonel Tsakalotas have
made considerable efforts to win control over IDEA, and have deliberately
favored the junior officers who belong to it by giving them the choice
posts in the new Greek army; but, although relations are consequently
good between the Officers' League and IDEA, the senior officers have
not been admitted to the secrets of their junior's [sic) organization.

Comment

14. The Greeks have been chronically unable to establish an army
free from political intrigue; and the army which is now in process of
reconstruction shows no signs of differing from the turbulent army of
time past. At the moment, the group of officers around Major General
Vendiris seems firmly in control of the army; but his power may at any
moment be challenged either by the republican Minister for War, or in
the event of King George's restoration, by the Metaxist Generals. Fur-
thermore, in the event of a dearth of promotions, a coalition between the
IDEA and either of the rival senior officers' Leagues is entirely within
the bounds of possibility, and such an alliance would seriously embarrass if
not overthrow the Vendiris regime in the General Staff and Greek army.

Report No. R 170-45



'Optairric

TOO TIANNH PITEOT

[Aub v€oe, tbG 20 xpov0v, aTap.cfrilaav vac 7GponiXata tol ludo Excppaan ca
TCpocinctOotSaccv xdt v& Oup.710obv, xdat v' ivayvwpIcrouv, eva Tobg ETTIV SX2
efcpcivTaata yvtoaTe4 xat auyxtvirccxi, t6vo to xdnun p.expb.cepa—non p.txpbTe-
pa—ks' boo ut axiCpTOVTCO TON SVLTEtd, dtltb &AA() xiSpo xe eotb 6.XXo xpOvo,—
noA.6 p.txpbTspa scat	 .teIxv) x' of Tepdausc niveg x' 4 7c5X-si Tay Xabvuov xat
•tb TCMX(int. %du.) Tbv Tosco TOO 6ouvo6. KaXoxafpc. luck. NurubveL. facto-
Tod& adtax[vvra xat Tac p.wriXa Ixapop.tx& Xetuqmpsta Ixouv cpbyet. '0 xa5pog
iivaaatvet ttb; criiv liauxta,--lita &Oka tivanvot An' Tat CITOIJ,MTM TeN CIOXOGELOV
tdcpow xal Tay clvailvipecov. 'Eva xopp.d.v, bcpratepiaa ciAscps az& xaitiva xbrca,
cumip.6vo imob Abotarti	 'Axobystat tb 651112 Toff vurtocpbXxxa xat tb p.syriXo
xXstaf nob xletathvet t,I ii6a2 nOpla TO5 nt5pyou. TOTS,	 v' &nEXsoOeptGBnxecv
pIG of Csatt alpaca& tijc vbrcag, of 7p6XXot rturvilaav	 p.txpec Tapito6pAa TOUC.

KdISOU, 7G(00) a,TC' Tb Souvb, Epnec p.ta. itupt6oAn Xcippri—Caws stoat tb cpsyydpc•
Kat. t'Iv Tata imptak mewl) Axobarcroce eac' v/ 7t6Tpc,v1 axdXa, bE66, alalpb;,
itapottovoc, 5 Opilvog 1t 	 yuvaixag. Ot aub	 abv xuraixtlixay. A601Ixav
TO xi.= Teixoc a& 806 tis' Xsc axag. lb Akro 6 Svag axobittas Tbv tapcfrca tou

p.6.com6 TOO Ite tb pavtat. too, gasLte 7cpt4 •c2, dxst	 xcaccptoilivo 8d-
xtuXo xat p.iXlcss may ILXXov, nob Speve 7CiTCM atopytxec 6ou6bc xat icpoatunavoc
a&v IluAdalc.)

"Axou,—Biy g7C4E dcxditri, Ssv Itoup&cmine. 'Ayun6cporm,
p,iaa a' drcii v vox.=	 D1/4).-titscii---c6ao	 TOao ycatica,
Tdcso dcysciprtyc-t) ecnb Vic xc acdapop-ti, inc-cp6noyck ttocg
p,c2cy ayea-q—yavcca-cs	 yac Tbv xu-c-catts eve T24 placc
xc ecnb lumpy& TCLUT6Xp0VO4 . v& 6Xinoutte T1l1 ytixtcc
yut_tv-1) 85 Tic 6Acixtcrceg cpoM; TCOV yptaXwy
&C Tts OvixtaTaG cppmcdcastg -co0 pccPpou Sipp.cc-c6c

IIas v& yty6vxyz v& illyccps aysYcpwcoc	 tti Tin/ 8pccfcc
xchpec Tiric etsLoccpopfo4 , rirlg cicyscOpTiaxstag, nipa fie Tat niy-ccc,
}Liam a-cac nciy-ccc, pi= µa5—phyoc, iyciviyoc, aiatleu-coc,
StrPg auyxplaEcg, dcy'crywycap.otig, i.Xiyxoug, Stvog,
vac pits tts-cpiec 3) Ono= dcyccp.oril 	 Tthy &XXcpy. "Etat. p.dyo

6XiTCW -cb Aoupt roti accvS6aou aou, no5 tcori x(PpiCec
-cb tieyeao aou Secx-cuIP, rb ap.stin-co, npbc ti.c& Styli p,ou (Mal,
Tcpbg gym xwpo twatcnd, ScxeS vou, nAcii crag poSoackcpysg,
xat icrvivta cpi5XXcc	 Ora; v& nicp-couv a-cby	 aou
la, .xog 'C 	nepviet ecyancda071-ccc xcivo doe Tat YliXta PAC.

52



Orestes
by YANNIS RITSOS

[Two young men in their twenties stood before the gates. The expression on their
faces made it seem as though they were trying to remember or recognize some-
thing, only somehow smaller—much smaller—than they remembered while they
were in that strange land; as if they belonged to a different place, to a different
time,—even the walls, the huge stones, the lion-gate and the palace beneath the
shadow of the mountain, were all smaller. It is summer already. Night is falling.
The cars and the big charter busses have gone. The place can breathe again in
peace,—a deep sigh from the mouths of ancient graves and memories. A piece of
newspaper, blown by an indefinite breath, fluttered on the burnt grass. The foot-
steps of the nightwatcbman and then the large key that locks the inside gate of the
tower are heard. Then the crickets, as if they found their freedom in the hot cool-
ness of the night, beat their small drums. Somewhere behind the mountain, an
uncertain light crawls—maybe it's the moon. And exactly at that moment, a
woman's wailings, sharp, harsh, out of tune, were beard coming from the stone
stairway. The two young men didn't look at each other. They hugged the lower
wall like two, shadows. After a while, one of them wiped the sweat of his forehead
with his handkerchief. With a slackened finger, he pointed in that direction and
said to the other, who always stood there compassionately mute and devoted
like Pyladesj:

Listen,—she hasn't stopped, she's not tired yet. She's unbearable,
in this Greek night,—so warm, so peaceful,
so independent from us and so indifferent, allowing us
the comfort—to be in it, to look at it from within
and the same time from afar; to see the night
naked to the tiniest voices of her crickets,
to the tiniest horrors of her dark skin.

How could we, too, have found a way to stay independent in
the wonderful

joy of indifference and tolerance, away from everything,
inside of everything, inside of ourselves,—alone, united, unbound,
without comparisons, antagonisms, criticism, without
being measured by the expectations and claims of others. So I only
want to see the strap of your sandal that keeps
your big toe, the blameless one, pointed in my direction,
toward a secret spot of my own, next to the rhododendrons,
with the slivery leaves of the night falling on your shoulders
and the sound of the spring water passing unnoticed under

our fingernails.
53
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Listen to her,—her voice covers her like a resonant dome
and she hangs there from her voice
like a bell's clapper that's struck as it strikes the bell,
and yet it's neither a holiday or a funeral, only the pure solitude

of the rocks
and the humble peace of the valley down below that underline
this unjustified rage surrounded
by countless stars that stir like innocent children's kites
with the restless paper-rustle of their long tails.

Let's move a little further away from here, so the woman's voice
won't reach us;

let's stop down there;—not among the ancestral graves;
no libations tonight. I don't want
to cut my hair,—your hand
often wandered there. What a beautiful night—
something of our own that moves away, detached from us, and

we hear it
flowing toward the sea like a dark river,
now and then reflecting the starlight under the branches,
in this sovereign sunless summer,
with invisible, momentary pauses, with random skips (maybe someone's
skipping stones over the river) —such a tiny leap,
and the windowpanes of the vinegrowers flash down below. Strange,

all my life they prepared me and I prepared myself for this. And now,
before this gate, I feel totally unprepared;—
the two marble lions—did you see them?—they've become tame,
the same ones that in our childhood years started out unyielding,
almost wild, with their manes erect for a bold leap,
they've settled in reconciliation on the top corners over the main gate,
their hair lifeless, their eyes vacant—they don't scare anyone—

with the look
of whipped dogs, certainly not sad,
but loyal, blind dogs, without resentment,
now and then licking the tepid paw of the night with their tongues.

Unready, yes;—I can't do it;
I lack that inevitable relation to
the place, the time, the objects
and events;—not cowardice,—unready
before the threshold of the act, a complete stranger
to this mission that others have arranged for me. How does it happen
that others determine our fate, little by little, that they impose it on us
and that we accept it? How does it happen that, with the smallest

piece of thread
from some of our moments, they weave
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our whole lifetime, harsh and dark, thrown
over us like a veil from head to toe, covering
our entire face and hands where they've placed
a strange knife—totally unknown—and its harsh
reflecting light falls upon a landscape that's not ours,—
that much I know: not ours. And how can

our fate approve of it and withdraw and look at us and our alien fate
like a stranger, mute, austere, resigned, aloof,
without even a pretense of magnamimity or stoicism,
without at least disappearing, without dying,
so that we can become the prey of an alien fate,
but one only—not wavering and divided. There she is: our fate stands
there, she looks drowsy;—her one eye dosed and the other open,
letting us see her as she looks and observes
our perpetual wavering, without approving or disapproving.

It seems to me that two counterbalancing centers of gravity are matched
with our legs,

and the one center keeps moving away from the other,
widening our stride to the point of splitting the body in two;

and the head
is a knot that keeps the torn body together
while, I think, the legs are made to move
one at a time, on their own, both in the same rhythm, in one direction,
carrying our body intact on the plain below, next to the dusters

of grapes,
to the horizon beyond that turns red;—could it be
that we were created for that long, terrifying stride
over that unknown void, over the graves and over our own graves?

I don't know.

But behind the many layers of confusion and fear, I foresee
the endless spread of stillness,—a justice,
a self-perpetuating balance that includes us
in the dass of seeds and stars. Did you notice?—at noon,
as we were coming this way, the shadow of a cloud dragged itself

over the plain,
covering the wheat-fields, the vineyards, the olive groves,
the horses, the birds, the leaves,—a translucent sketch
of a distant landscape of the infinite, here on the ground;
and the farmer who was walking on the far side of the plain
looked as though he were carrying under his left arm
the whole shadow of the doud, like an enormous cloak,
majestic and yet as plain as his own sheep-skin.
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That's how the earth becomes intimate with the infinite,
by taking something from its azure and from its vagueness;

while the infinite
takes something from the earth, chestnut-brown and warm,

something from the leaves,
something from water jugs and roots, something from the eyes
of that patient cow (do you remember her?)
and from the sure feet of the farmer who vanished in the distance.

Meanwhile, this woman's not about to quiet down. Listen to her.
Can't she hear her own voice? How can she stay
closed in, suffocating in an instant of time that has long gone,
of feelings that have long gone? How can she, and with what
can she revive this passion for revenge and the voice of that passion
when every echo contradicts her, even mocks her? echoes
from the huge storage vases in the garden, from the caves of Zaras,

the aqueduct,
from the horse-stables down below and the watchtowers of the

guards on the hilltops,
from the folds of the statues of women in the front yard
and from the noble phalluses of the stone runners and discus throwers
Even the vases in the house seem to resist her wailings
by a gesture of compassion from the few delicate roses
gracefully placed by Mother's hand
there, on the carved console, before the large ancestral mirror
in a double light, a reflection within a reflection, watery—

I remember that
from my childhood years—that much remains undouded for me—
a watery, refined, neutral light—an infinity—
timeless, sinless,—tender and excellent,
just like the down on girls' necks or above the lips of young men,
just like the scent of a freshly bathed body on the cool sheets
that have been warmed by the breath of a summer night full of stars.

She doesn't understand a thing; not even the echoes
that mock her untuned voice. I'm afraid; I don't have the strength
to respond to her call—so monstrous and so comic at the same time—
or to her bombastic words, old words, almost as if they've

been exhumed
from the chests of "the good old days" (as the old folks say),
like old flags, unironed, whose seams
have been penetrated by mothballs, deception and silence—

they're so old
that they don't suspect their own age at all, and they insist
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on flapping in an old-fashioned way over unsuspecting passers-by,
busy or exhausted, over asphalt streets, modest streets
in spite of their width and size, with their elegant store windows
full of neckties, sets of crystal, bathing suits, hats, hand bags,

hair brushes,
all suitable for the necessities of our time,
and, therefore, of the life that commands us.

And she insists on preparing mead and food for the dead
who are no longer thirsty or hungry and don't even have a mouth
or dreams of restoration and revenge. She constantly invokes
their infallibility (—what infallibility, really ?) perhaps because

she wants
to avoid the responsibility of her choice and decision—
when the teeth of the dead, completely exposed, scattered

on the ground,
are white seeds in an endless dark valley,
growing only into the infallible, invisible, pure white trees
that glow in the moonlight, till the end of time.

Ah, how can she stand to let her mouth shape these words,
dragged out of old linen-chests, yes (like the ones decorated with large

nails), dragged out
from Mother's old hats, the ones she doesn't stoop to wear any more—

did you see her
in the garden this afternoon ?—how beautiful she still is—she hasn't

aged a bit,
maybe because she oversees time and uses
every moment,—I mean, she rejuvenates herself,
aware she's losing her youth—maybe that's why she takes it back.

And Mother's voice, so contemporary, casual, correct,—
can pronounce the longest words naturally,
or even the simplest ones, each in its broadest sense, such as:
"a butterfly came in from the window"
or: "the world is unbearably wonderful"
or: "more bluing should've been used for the linen towels"
or: "a note from this night's fragrance escapes me" and she laughs,
maybe to forestall someone who could've laughed.

Her deep sense of understanding and tender compassion
for everyone and for everything (almost a sense of disdain) ;-

I always admired her and was terrified of her
and her conscious, lofty arrogance,
as she'd blend her small, sly and many-sided smile
with the small sound of a struck match and its flame as she was lighting
the hanging lamp in the dining room, and there she'd be, lit from below
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by a light that focused on her well-defined chin
and delicate, pulsating nostrils which for a moment
stopped breathing and narrowed
as if to stay near us, to stand, to be still,
so that she wouldn't be dispersed like a column of blue smoke m

the night-breezes,
so that the trees wouldn't snatch her away with their long branches,
so that she wouldn't wear the thimble of a star for an endless

embroidery—

That's how Mother always found her most precise movement and pose,
exactly at the moment of her absence,—I was always afraid
that she'd disappear before our eyes; better yet, that she might rise,—

whenever she would bend
to tie the sandal that left her fine,
painted, rose-colored toes exposed, or when she would fix
her hair before the large mirror
with a stroke of her palm, so charming, youthful and light,
as if she were rearranging three or four stars on the forehead of

the universe,
as if she were placing two daisies close enough to kiss each other by

the water fountain,
or as if she were watching with affectionate boldness two dogs
fucking in the middle of the dusty road
on a blazing hot summer noon. That's how plain and convincing

Mother was,
and strong, too, imposing and mystifying.

Maybe my sister never forgave her—for her perpetual youthfulness—
that old kid, sensible by contrast, given to the denial
of beauty and joy;—ascetic, repulsive in her prudence,
alone and desolate. Even her clothes
are stubbornly the clothes of an old woman, loose, untidy, aged,
and the cord around her waist is unflattering, worn out,
like a vein without blood around her belly (and yet she tightens it)
like the cord of a fallen curtain that neither opens nor closes
showing, slantwise, a landscape of an always harsh austerity
with sharp rocks and huge trees, naked, that branch out
over conventional, pompous clouds; and there, in the distance,
the obscure presence of a lost sheep,
an animate white stain, a grain of tenderness—it doesn't show—
and my sister, herself a rock, upright,
locked in its toughness;—She's unbearable. Listen to her,
almost trifle; she carefully watches Mother and gets absolutely furious
when she puts a flower in her hair or in her cleavage,
whenever she walks the hallway with her footsteps full of certainty

and music,
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whenever she tilts her head to the side with sorrowful ease
letting a deep sound fall from her long earring to her shoulder,
a sound that only she can hear,—that's her sweet privilege.

And the other one becomes furious.

She sustains her rage with the intensity of her own voice—
(if she lost that, what else would she have left?)—I think she's afraid

to carry out
the punishment, since she'd have nothing left. She never
heard the night-grass rustle secretly with the passing
of a graceful, invisible animal outside the windows at dinner time;
she never saw the rope ladder leaning, for no reason,
against the tall and bare wall on a holiday; she never paid attention
to that "for no reason"; she never noticed
the tuft of a corn stalk scratching the sole of a tiny cloud's foot,
or the shape of a water jug against the starry sky, or a sickle
left alone, next to the spring, one afternoon,
or the shadow of the loom in the dosed room, when they sprinkle

the vineyards with sulphur
and the voices of the farmers are heard down below on the plain,
while, left alone in this world, some sparrow,
pecking at small flies, seeds, or some bread crumbs in the yard,
is trying to spell out his freedom. She saw nothing.

She's totally blind, a prisoner in her blindness. But how can she
live a life only by opposing someone else,
only by hating someone else, and not by love
for her own life, without taking a stand of her own? And what do

they want?
What do they want from me? "Revenge. Revenge," they shout.
Let them do it themselves, since they feed on revenge.

I don't want to hear her any more. I can't stand it. No one
has the right to rule over my eyes, my mouth, my hands,
and over these feet that tread the earth. Give me your hand. Let's go.

Long summer nights, absolute, our own,
a blend of stars, damp armpits, broken glasses,—
an insect buzzes gently in the ear of silence,
lizards warm themselves at the feet of youthful statues,
slugs on park benches or even inside the dosed blacksmith's shop
wander about on the huge anvil and leave
white lines of sperm and saliva on the black iron.
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If we could only leave the land of Mycenae again;—here the ground
smells like

rusted copper and dark blood. Attica is lighter, isn't it? I feel
now, at this particular moment, the moment
of my final resignation. I don't want
to become their topic of conversation, their agent, their instrument,

not even their leader.

I've a life of my own, too, and I must live it. No revenge;—
how much could death lose by one less death,
especially a violent one?—what would that add to life? Years

have gone by.
I don't feel hatred any more;—maybe I've forgotten? Am I tired?

I don't know.
I can even feel some compassion for the murderers;—she carefully

calculated the risks,
a great knowledge opened her eyes wide in the darkness
and she sees,—she sees the inexhaustible, the impossible, the inevitable.

She sees me.

I, too, want to see Father's murder as part of the soothing totality
of death,

to forget him in the wholeness of death
that awaits us, too. This night has taught me about the innocence
of all usurpers. All of us are usurpers of something,—
some, usurpers of people; some, of power,
some, of love, or even death; my sister
a usurper of my only life; and I of yours.

My dear friend, how patiently you share
the strange, foolish affairs of others. Anyhow, my hand
is yours; take it; you too can usurp it;—it's yours,
and so it's mine, too; take it; hold it tight; you expect it
to be free of any punishments, revenge, memories,
free;—that's how I want it, too,
to belong to me completely, that's the only way
I'd give it entirely to you. Forgive this
mysterious solitude and sharing of mine—you know about it—
that tears me in half. What a beautiful night—

A damp smell of oregano, thyme, caper,—
or is it geranium?—I confuse the smells; sometimes,
blood smells like sea-brine, and sperm smells of the forest;—
a willful transposition, perhaps,—that's what I need tonight,
as that soldier was telling us one night in Athens:
the seashore echoed the clashes and groans,
and he, hidden in the burned bushes, above the shore,
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was watching, in the moonlight, the wavering shadow of his penis on
his thigh

in an uncertain erection that he was trying to sustain, testing
his will on his own body, trying to remove himself
from the battlefield of death to the hope of a doubtful self-reliance.

Let's go further down; I can't listen to her; her wailing
shatters my nerves and my dreams, just as
those oars were striking the floating corpses
that the torches from the battleships and the shooting stars of

August illuminated,
and all of them were shining, young and passionate, unbelievably

immortal,
in a watery death that was cooling their backs, their ankles, their

arms and legs.

How quietly the seasons change. Everywhere night is falling.
A straw chair stays alone, forgotten under the trees,
in the light humidity and the vapors that the ground gives out.
It's not grief; not even an expectation; it's nothing.
A motionless motion is spread over yesterday and tomorrow.
The turtle is a rock in the grass; it will move soon—
calmly unexpected, secret complicity, happiness.

A small spot of emptiness stays in your smile;—maybe
because of what I've said to you or what I'm about to say

though I don't know what that is yet,
I still haven't found the rhythm of the word that walks
ahead of my thoughts—way ahead,—it shows me
my rhythm and myself. Like that time in track,
when the runners arrived drenched in sweat, I noticed someone
who had a piece of string tied around his ankle
by chance, for no particular reason. And it was exactly that.

Nothing else.

Sacrifices, she says, and heroic deeds—what kind of change is that?
Years and years the same. Maybe we came

to make these small discoveries of the great mirade
that has nothing to do with great or small, murder or sin.

All a single passion—an enchantment and dazzle (as Mother
used to say),

when the night's leaves, broad, fleshy, refreshing,
touch our foreheads and the fruit that falls
is a fixed and untranslatable message
like the circle, the triangle or the rhomb. I'm thinking
about a saw rusting in an abandoned carpenter's shop,
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and the numbers on the houses move far in the horizon-
3, 7, 9,—the countless number. Listen: she's finished.

Impossible, this great stillness;—I picture thousands of jet-black horses
climbing the slopes toward Treto in the dark, while on the other side
a golden river flows down toward the plain
with its dried-up springs, vacant barracks, and the stables
where the straw gives off vapors from an ancient warmth of lost animals,
and the dogs, with their tails between their legs, vanish
like ink-black spots in the silvery depth of the night.
At last she's stopped;—silence;—what a relief. That's beautiful.
Look, the shadows of fleeting insects on the wall
leave behind a drop of moisture or a tiny bell
that sounds a little while later. Far away, a blaze-
s prolonged suspicion, purple—the moon,
a small, solitary fire behind the trees, the chimneys of the houses and

the weather vanes,
burns the big thorns and yesterday's newspapers,
leaving behind this confirmation—almost a praise—
of the unexpected, the hopeless, of the proven futility,
far into the bold wilderness, to the end of the road
with the ghostly, violet passage of a cat

When the moon rises, the houses shrink in the plain below,
the corn creaks with the morning chill or with the laws of growth,
the whitewashed tree-trunks glow at their bases like columns reaped
in a noiseless war, while the signs of the small stores
hang down like prophesies fulfilled over dosed doors.

The farmers must have fallen asleep by now with their large hands on
their bellies

and the birds with their small hands hooked over branches in their sleep,
as if they were not trying to hold on, as if such effort meant nothing,
as if nothing had happened, nothing was going to happen—
light, light, as if the sky had come under their wings,
as if someone walks on the long, narrow hallway with a lamp in his hand
while all the windows are open and outside in the country you can hear
the animals ruminate peacefully as if in eternity.

I like this fresh silence. Somewhere nearby, on a patio,
a young woman should be combing her long hair
and near her, underwear hung out to dry will breathe fresh air in

the moonlight.
Everything is liquid, slippery, happy. Large water jugs in the

bath house,
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I suppose, are pouring water over the necks and breasts of
young girls,

small, aromatic bars of soap slide on the tiles,
bubbles tear through the noise of water and laughter,
one woman slipped and fell,
the moon slipped down on the skylight,
everything slides from the soap—you can't hold them
or yourself;—this sliding
is the rhythm of life coming round again; the women laugh
shaking the white, airy turrets of soap
on the small forest of their pubic hair. Is happiness like that?

This night of expectation allows me an opening to see outside
and inside as well. I don't see things dearly. Maybe they are
large, abysmal masks, metal clasps;
the sandals of the dead are warped from humidity,
they move by themselves, as if they walk without feet—they don' walk,
and the large net in the bath—who wove it ?—
knot by knot,—it can't be untied—black,—Mother didn't weave it.

An endless shadow spreads over the arches;
a stone comes loose and falls down the ravine—but no one was

walking there-
after that, nothing; and again, a branch that breaks away
from the airy weight of the sky. Tiny frogs
leap softly and noiselessly on the young grass. Silence.

Gray mice jump in the wells and drown,
compact constellations move slowly; that's where
the drinking-parties throw water-jugs, cups, mirrors and chairs,
bones of animals, lyres and wise dialogues. The wells never fill.

Something like fingers of fire and dew run continuously over our chests
and trace circles that search around the : nipples,
and we ourselves are spinning, circle after circle,
around an unknown, indefinite and yet definite center;--

endless circles
around a mute scream, around a stabbing; and the knife,
I think, has pierced our hearts, making a center of our hearts
like the pole in the middle of the threshing-floor up there on the hill,

around it the horses, the wheat, the winnowers, the cart drivers,
and the women reapers, next to the hay stacks, the head of the

moon on their shoulders,
hear the neighing of the horses in the furthest reaches of their sleep,
hear the bulls pissing on the willow trees and the berry-shrubs,
the thousand feet of the centipede on the water-jug,
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the crawling of the tame snake in the olive grove
and the creaking of the heated rock that cools and contracts.

A word of love remains unspoken, always locked in our mouths,
like a pebble in our shoes, or even a nail; you don't feel like
taking the time to stop and take it out, to untie the laces
and waste time;—you've been captivated more by the secret pace

of your journey
than by the arrogance of the pebble or
the stubborn reminder from your exhaustion,
from your procrastination; and still it's
a kind of small, thorny delight and recollection
that you carried from a beach that you're fond of,
from a pleasant walk with fine reflections and watery images,
when the conversations of the tobacco merchants
along with the sailors' song and the song of the sea
could be heard far, far away, lost, dose, strange, ours, in the

tavern by the sea.

The poor woman's quiet now. In her silence, I can hear that
she's right,—

she's so unprotected in her wrath, so wronged,
her bitter hair hangs loose on her shoulders, like weeds on a tomb,
walled off in her narrow justice. Maybe she fell asleep,
maybe she's dreaming of an innocent place with kind animals,
with whitewashed houses, with the aroma of freshly-baked bread,

and with roses.

I've just remembered—I don't know why—that cow
we saw that evening, in a field in Attica—do you remember?
She was standing, unyoked from the plow, and was looking far away,
two small streams of vapor coming from her nostrils,
misting the purple, violet, golden sunset, mute, wounded
on her sides and back, marks from a flogging on her forehead,
maybe she knew about denial and submission,
things irreconcilable, and hostility within the agreement.

Between her two horns, she was carrying
the heaviest piece of the sky, like a crown. A while later
she lowered her head and drank water from the stream,
licking with her bloody tongue the other
cool tongue of her image in the water, as if she were licking
broadly, peacefully, like a mother,
her own inner wound from the outside, as if she were licking
the silent, large, round wound of the world;—maybe she

quenched her thirst—
maybe only our own blood can quench our thirst—who knows?
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Later, she raised her head from the water, without touching anything,
untouched herself and calm as a saint,
and only between her legs, as if they'd been rooted in the river,
the blood from her lips gathered and was changed into a small lake,
a red lake, in the shape of a map,
that little by little broadened and dispersed; it disappeared
as if her blood flowed far away, free and painless,
into an invisible vein of the world; she was calm
for this very reason, as if she'd learned
that blood is not wasted, that nothing is wasted,
nothing, nothing is wasted in this great nothing, inconsolable,

unmerciful, incomparable,
so sweet, so consoling, so nothing.

That nothing is our familiar vastness. In vain this panting,
this anxiety, this praise. That's the kind of cow
I drag along with me, in my shadow—not tethered;
she follows me on her own;—she's my shadow on the road
when the moon's out; she's my shadow on a dosed door; and

you know it always:
the shadow is soft, bodiless; and the shadows of those two horns
could be two spearlike wings, and you can fly,
or maybe you can pass through that locked door in another way.

I've just remembered (even though this doesn't mean anything)
the cow's eyes,—dark, blind, huge, arched,
like two mounds of darkness or of black glass; on those mounds
a steeple , and the blackbirds that sit on its cross are dimly reflected;

and then, someone shouted
and the birds flew from the cow's eyes. I think the cow
was the symbol of an ancient religion. Keep
such ideas and abstractions away from me. A common cow
for the villagers' milk and for the plow, with all the wisdom
of work, perseverence and usefulness. And yet,

the last minute , just before the herd returned to the village—
remember ?—

she sounded such a harrowing cry at the horizon
that the branches around her, the swallows, the sparrows,
the horses, the goats and the farmers
scattered in all directions, leaving her alone in a completely

empty cirde
from which the group of constellations
was rising higher and higher in space, until the cow ascended;

no, no,
I think I could make her out in the dark
as she climbed the path with the bushes, silently, submissively
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toward the village, at the hour when the lamps were lit in
the yards, behind the trees.

Look, it's dawning. There, the first rooster's crowing on the fence.
The gardener's up; a small tree takes root in the garden.

Familiar noises
of tools—saws, hoes—
and the running water in the yard; someone is washing himself;

the ground smells;
the water is boiling in the coffeepots; quiet columns of smoke over

the rooftops;
a warm aroma of sage. We've survived this night, too.

Now let's lift this urn that's supposed to keep my ashes;—
the recognition scene is about to begin.
Everyone will find in me the one they've been expecting,
they'll find the just man, according to their laws,
and only you and I will know
I really carry my true ashes in this urn;—only the two of us.

And when the others triumph through my act, the two of us
will cry over the bright, bloody sword, the one worthy of praise,
we'll cry over these ashes, this dead man whose place was taken
by someone else, completely covering his flayed face
with a golden, auspicious, venerable mask,
maybe even useful with its rough-hewn shape,
as a piece of advice, an example, a delirium of the masses, a fear of

the tyrant, an exercise
that perpetuates history, slowly, heavily, with successive deaths

and triumphs,
not with a terrible knowledge (impossible for the masses)
but by a difficult act and an easy faith,
an unyielding, necessary, unhappy faith,
falsified a thousand times, and again that many times held
for dear life by man's soul;—ignorant faith
that secretly accomplishes great things in the dark.

And I, the infiidel, chose this faith (the others don't choose me)
knowingly, however, in my case. I choose
the knowledge and the act of death that raises life. Let's go now—
not for my father, not for my sister (maybe
he and she both will be gone some day), not for revenge, not for hatred—

not at all for hatred—
not for punishment (who'd punish who?)
but maybe for the fulfillment of an appointed time, to keep time free,
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maybe for some useless victory over our first and last fear,
maybe for some "yes" that shines, vague and blameless, apart

from you and me,
so that (if possible) this place can breathe. Look how
beautiful daybreak is.

In the morning it's a little humid in the Argolid. The urn
is almost frozen, with some dew-drops
as though rosy-fingered dawn, as the saying goes, sprinkled it
with her tears,
as she held it between her knees. Let's go. The time
has come already. Why are you smiling? Are you nodding in approval?
You knew about it and didn't say anything?
This fair ending—yes?—after the fairest combat?

Let me kiss your smile for the last time,
as long as I still have lips. Let's go now, I recognize my fate. Let's go.

[They walked toward the gate. The guards moved out of the way as if they were
expecting them. The old doorkeeper opened the large door, his head kept humbly
bowed, as if he were welcoming them. Minutes later, the deep groaning of a man
was heard and then the frightening, painful scream of a woman. Again, deep
silence. In the plain down below, the sparse gunshots of hunters and the countless
chirpings of invisible sparrows, finches, bee-eaters and blackbirds. The swallows
flew stubbornly in circles over the north corner of the palace. The guards, un-
disturbed, took off their caps and wiped off the inside leather rim with their
sleeves. Then right in the middle of the lion gate, a large cow stood, looking the
morning sky right in the eyes with her own huge, pitch-black, motionless eyes.]

Bucharest, Athens, Samos, Mycenae, June 1962-July 1966

—Translated by Philip Pastras and George Pilitsis
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The Greek Minority of Istanbul
and Greek-Turkish Relations
1918-1974 by ALEXIS ALEXAN-
DR's. Athens: Center for Asia
Minor Studies, 1983. pp. 371.
700 Drs.

The author and the Center for
Asia Minor Studies should be con-
gratulated on bringing us a long-
overdue book on this subject, a
book that is objective, balanced, and
thoroughly documented. Alexandris
utilizes archival material from the
British Public Records Office, the
Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
and the limited Turkish documen-
tation which is currently available,
in addition to interviews and other
secondary sources. This book is a
must reading for anyone interested
in Greek-Turkish relations and
should be part of any serious library
collection on Greece and Turkey.
The book also contains a most use-
ful bibliography with sources in
various languages.

The introductory chapter offers a
challenging overview of what the
author calls an "extraordinary sym-
biosis of 500 years" between the
Ottomans and the influential Con-
stantinopolitan minority. However,
this attempt at symbiosis had failed
by 1974 for a number of reasons,
starting first with the unique Otto-
man administrative system known as
the Millet. This system established
the Patriarch as an ethnarch and
gave the Patriarchate its ecumenical

character, but it did not contribute
to the incorporation of non-Muslims
into the Ottoman body politic. It
also offered opportunities for for-
eign agitation and intrigue among
the minorities of the empire. The
economic growth of the nineteenth
century also intensified the social
differences among the ethnic ele-
ments of the empire. Finally, the
minority's Greek consciousness was
also strengthened by a sophisticated
educational system that promoted
Helleno-Christian education and
avoided the teaching of Turkish
well into 1895.

The growing power of the Greek
minority also had repercussions on
the relations of the minority com-
munity and the Patriarchate, as the
political aspirations of entrepreneur-
ial elites and the secular intelli-
gentsia came into a conflict with the
traditionalist and submissive ideol-
ogy of the Patriarchate and its
leaders that lasted into 1923. More-
over, by the time of the First
World War, relations between the
Greek minority and the Ottoman
government also deteriorated in
view of the Turkification policies
of the Young Turks and the minor-
ity's support and involvement in
the irredentist politics of the Megan
Idea and Venizelos's efforts to
achieve it. These trends culminated
in the Phanar's decision in the
spring of 1919 to sever its rela-
tions with the Porte, engage in anti-
Turkish international activities, and

83
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even sponsor separatist activities in
Western Anatolia and the Black
Sea. However, these ill-conceived
actions involved a total misreading
of international politics as well as
a total diregard of future Turkish
reactions. The Turkish reaction fol-
lowed the Asian debacle of Greece,
which provided Turkey with the
opportunity to deal with its "dis-
loyal" minority and the Patriarchate.
Having obtained the reduction of
the Greek minority under the popu-
lation exchange agreements and
restrictions on the activities of the
Patriarchate, the New Republican
Turkish leaders proceeded with the
gradual Turkification of their so-
ciety and economy.

The acrimonious Greco-Turkish
relations of the immediate post-
Lausanne period had a negative ef-
fect on the Constantinopolitan
Greek minority. However, Veni-
zelos's election in Greece opened
new possibilities for Greco-Turkish
cooperation because of common eco-
nomic and defense needs. Similar
conditions were also created in the
aftermath of World War H and the
height of the Cold War. In his
analysis of the 1918-1974 period,
Alexandris shows that the Lausanne
Treaty's provisions on minorities
and the Patriarchate created a "hos-
tage value" situation that Turkey
was able to exploit effectively in
its relations with Greece. Conse-
quently, periods of detente between
Greece and Turkey had beneficial
effects on the status of the Greek
minorities, and their status in Greece
and Turkey also affected the course
of Greco-Turkish relations through-
out the 1958-1974 period.

Suspicious and distrustful of their
influential Greek minority, succes-

sive Turkish governments proceeded
with gradual Turkification policies
in search of self-sufficiency in the
political and economic fields and
the secularization of Turkish so-
ciety. The effect of these policies,
most of which were intentionally
discriminatory, was the reduction
of the size, influence, and economic
power of the Greek minority and
the Patriarchate. The author effec-
tively documents and discusses Tur-
kish discriminatory policies and
their effect on the Greek minority
and the Patriarchate, which in-
cluded among others: restrictions
on the economic activities of the
Greek minority; the imposition of
discriminatory taxation as the varlik
vergisi during World War II; liberal
interpretation of oral guarantees
given by Turkey on its minorities;
violations of international agree-
ments on the minorities and the
Patriarchate; educational policies
that lowered the quality of Greek
education; forcible expulsions; the
sponsorship and use of the Turkish
Orthodox Church as leverage
against the Patriarchate; and the
pogrom of September 6, 1955.

Alexandris, in addition to point-
ing to the benefits of Greek-Turkish
detente on the respective minorities,
also shows very effectively that
détente among governments, brought
about by charismatic leaders and
based on economic and security
needs, is not strong enough to
overcome deeply rooted suspicions,
fears, and problems such as that
of Cyprus. His conclusions on the
irredentist activities of the Greek
minority and the Patriarchate dur-
ing World War I, and the effect
these activities had on the future
of this minority, are carefully
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drawn. But more disturbing are his
objective and fully documented
conclusions on the Turkish attitude
and actions toward its minorities:
Turkey's bargaining tactics and
pragmatic assessment of interna-
tional conditions in dealing with
the issue of the minorities and the
Patriarchate; the international un-
willingness to deal with Turkish
violations of international agree-
ments, due to the belief that inter-
national pressure will make Turkey
more intransigent; and the constant
Turkish complaints over the status
of the Muslim minority of Western
Thrace. In the long run, this might
indicate the roots of a major prob-
lem between Greece and Turkey,
because the Muslim minority is
growing in numbers at a time when
the balance established under the
Lausanne Treaty has been upset by
the near extinction of the Patriar-
chate and the Greek minority. An-
other consequential conclusion is
Turkey's ability to formulate policy
based on long-term domestic and
foreign policy objectives which are
pursued consistently and patiently,
as international conditions permit.

Since 1954, under the impact of
the Cyprus issue and other Greco-
Turkish differences, the Greek
minority and the Patriarchate have
suffered the final blow. In contrast
triarchate was slowly dying because
to the interwar period, the im-
provement of the Turkish economy

and the rise of a Turkish managerial
and professional class has made the
Greeks of Constantinople expend-
able. By the time this book was
published, the once prosperous and
influential Greek community num-
bered under 7,000, while the Pa-
of the loss of its clientele and the
restrictions imposed on its internal
and external relations by successive
Turkish governments. The Turkish
press in 1923 had hailed the re-
sults of the Lausanne Treaty as the
"second conquest" of Istanbul.
Inonu presented at Lausanne maxi-
mum demands for the removal of
the Greek minority and the Patriar-
chate in view of their "disloyalty"
during and after World War I.
Some sixty years later, despite the
loyalty and the contributions of the
Greek minority to the growth and
development of the Ottoman Em-
pire and Republican Turkey, Tur-
key is close to being freed of its
Lausanne pledges as a result of the
extinction of the Greek minority.

Alexandris's book is a major
contribution to the study of Greek-
Turkish relations. Having been
written in English, this book will
serve the needs of a wider audi-
ence. Until this most valuable book
becomes widely available in Amer-
ican libraries and bookstores, the
interested reader may have to rely
on the services of some major re-
liable Athenian bookstores to ob-
tain a copy.

—Van Coufaudakis
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Cyprus by CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS.
Quartet Books, New York, 1984
pp. 192, $15.95.

Much has been written about
Cyprus, but unfortunately it has
tended to be highly polemical. It is
therefore not only refreshing but
informative to have a volume on
Cyprus, Hitchens's study, which is
not a diatribe either against the
Greek Cypriots or against the Turk-
ish Cypriots. This is not to say that
this volume is dispassionate, for as
the author himself admits, it is an
impassioned plea for Cyprus qua
Cyprus. Hitchens, by contrast to the
partisans of one or another side,
directs his anger against the for-
eign powers who have repeatedly,
in devious and malicious ways, in-
tervened in Cyprus and precluded a
resolution of ethnic differences,
which they have magnified and ex-
ploited to their fullest for their
own national interests.

The focus of Hitchens's study is
the role of foreign powers, and as
such it is a masterful piece of what
one is tempted to label investiga-
tive reporting. The volume is full
of new information, and the author
has made his way through the
labyrinth of Byzantine politics—not
of the Near East, but of the West-
ern powers—with incredible skill
and with a mastery of the dynamics
of international politics as they nar-
row in on Cyprus. Particularly in
dealing with the more recent years
of the island's tortured history,
namely from the later phase of the
Greek military junta, when loan-
nides reigned supreme, to the pre-
sent time, Hitchens makes superb
use of the words of the political

actors themselves to indict the role
of foreign powers, in particular the
United States

From the perspective of an aca-
demic, it would be possible to fault
Hitchens for the absence of foot-
notes, but his original research, his
interviews with all relevant parties,
and his direct quotations from the
principal actors, more than compen-
sate for the academic tradition of
footnotes. Statements taken from
documents, memoirs, and/or inter-
views, of President Johnson and
Secretary of State Kissinger, among
others, methodically and relentless-
ly build his scathing condemnation
of the role of Great Britain and the
United States. Nor are Greece and
Turkey free of responsibility for
the fate of Cyprus, the worst offend-
er at a particular time depending
on the political regime. Thus when
Greece was ruled by the military
junta, in alliance with the United
States it precipitated the current di-
vision of Cyprus and its invasion
by Turkish troops, whereas in re-
cent years it is Turkey, again in
alliance with the United States, that
perpetuates the division. Hitchens's
well-documented argument appears
to be irrefutable.

For a reader without an intimate
knowledge of the events in Cyprus,
or in Greece and Turkey, in the
post-World War II years, or even
for those familiar with them, it
would have been invaluable if the
author had generalized from the
accounting of the interplay of spe-
cific foreign actions in Cyprus by
placing them in a broader interna-
tional context. While, for example,
Hitchens refers to the Acheson plan
on several occasions and in fact
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details the provisions of this pro-
posal for the double enosis of Cy-
prus, and while he refers to the
United States view of Archbishop
Makarios as the "Castro of the
Mediterranean," he does not place
such actions and perceptions within
the framework of British and, after
1960, United States foreign policy.
A general analysis of United States
national interests in the eastern
Mediterranean, and the foreign
policy that flowed therefrom, would
have provided greater insight into
an understanding of the destructive
role of the United States. An over-
all analysis of the objectives of the
United States and its allies at differ-
ent times would highlight Hitch-
ens's claim that the underlying
tragedy of Cyprus is not, as many
would like to portray it, the his-
torically deep-seated emnity between
Greek and Turkish Cypriots, but
the strategic interests of the United
States. The latter in turn has allied
itself with whatever regime, party,
or individuals in Greece, Turkey,
and Cyprus that has been or is
amenable to its designs.

The history of Cyprus is that of
many small states, with little con-
trol over their destiny, struggling
for survival in a world dominated
by major powers and superpowers.
In the case of Cyprus, an island
which was never part of Greece,
ancient or modern, at the cross-
roads of many peoples and many
empires throughout its history, the
struggle for survival has been on
the verge of defeat many times. It
is important to remember that the
emergence of nationalism and the
formation of the nation-state are
relatively recent phenomena in
world history. France, Great Britain,

and Italy, for example, were forged
together out of disparate groups,
often with different languages. But
in these lands, the process of form-
ing a nation was initiated by a
powerful central authority, a mon-
arch, attempting to weld together
the divergent elements residing
within the boundaries of a single
territory. By contrast, in Cyprus,
power resides outside the bounda-
ries of the Cypriot state, not only
when it was ruled by the Ottomans
and the British, but since independ-
ence. Sovereignty for Cyprus in
1960 was severely restricted since
both the treaty of independence and
the constitution, in essence drafted
by Great Britain in conjunction with
Greece and Turkey—but not by the
Cypriots—provided legal rights in
Cyprus for the three, including the
stationing of Greek and Turkish
armed forces on Cypriot territory.
Clearly, the preconditions for the
evolution of a Cypriot nationality
were not established.

Prospects for the emergence of
a Cypriot nationality, rather than a
Turkish or Greek one, were sig-
nificantly diminished when the Brit-
ish took over Cyprus from the Otto-
mans in 1878 and made it into a
British colony. Its policies—the
establishment of different educa-
tional systems for the Muslim and
Orthodox populations which they
defined as Greek and Turk, separate
representation of the two ethno-
religious groups in various advisory
bodies, pitting one against the other
in the classic British policy of di-
vide and rule—resulted in a gradual
politicization of differences.

Prior to British rule, even when
Cyprus was part of the Ottoman
Empire, the polarization between
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Greek and Turk so critical in dis-
cussions about Cyprus today was
not of central concern to the peo-
ples of Cyprus. Hitchens relates
some recent examples of positive
ethnic relations, such as the assist-
ance which Greeks and Turks pro-
vided each other at the time of the
Turkish invasion in 1974, the con-
tinuation of mixed villages until
this became politically untenable,
the entrusting of house and prop-
erty when forced to move after the
division of the island by Turks to
Greek friends.

Historically, integration of the
Cypriots was striking, despite, as
Hitchens points out, the deeply
rooted Hellenism of the island. The
existence of villages composed of
both Greeks and Turks, the up-
risings in earlier centuries of both
Muslim and Orthodox peasants
against their oppressors (the Otto-
man officialdom and often the
Christian tax-gatherers), the fail-
ure, despite intense efforts by the
British rulers, to create separate
municipal councils for the two
ethnicities, the interchange between
Muslims and Christians of their
respective houses of worship, at a
minimum attests to the absence of
enmity.

It is not possible to rewrite his-
tory and speculate on whether a
Cypriot nationality would have
evolved. It is certain, however, that
the potential for the emergence of
an integrated state has been severely
fractured, first by the British colon-
ial policy of divide and rule, then
by the establishment of separate
institutional structures for each
ethnicity—which were incorporated
into the constitution of the Cypriot
state and which empowered each

community to veto the actions of
the other—and finally by the recent
policies of the foreign powers
which, as Hitchens effectively docu-
ments, have been destructive to the
people of Cyprus.

A minor criticism of Hitchens's
volume can be made. At times, his
passion for Cyprus is so intense
that he attributes too much weight
to that country's plight being in-
directly responsible for develop-
ments in other countries. Thus, for
example, while it is true that Papan-
dreou's resistance to the Acheson
plan was a major factor contribu-
ting to the events that led to the
Greek military junta in 1967, of at
least equal importance were do-
mestic developments in Greece,
which threatened the existing status
quo and the monopoly of power in
the hands of the coalition of the
Greek right and the United States.
Moreover, the author ignores the
fact that the Aegean is of greater
importance for Greece than Cyprus,
and this reality has potentially sig-
nificant implications for Greek for-
eign policy toward Cyprus.

Hitchens ends his book on a
poignant note. Having documented
the betrayal of Cyprus, he then
states "but fatalism would be the
worst betrayal of all." But neither
the author nor this reviewer can
suggest meaningful solutions. The
media lament the failure of the
recent meeting between President
Kyprianou and the leader of the
Turkish Cypriots, Rauf Denktash,
for the success of which the United
Nations Secretary General had
worked so assiduously. But the pro-
posals were little more than a re-
constitution of the institutional
structures of the unworkable 1960
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constitution under conditions of
even greater segregation of the two
communities, and with the presence
on the island of Turkish troops,
whose departure date remains un-
certain.

Hitchens's study is of the role of
foreign powers in Cyprus. It is not
intended to be an in-depth analysis
of the dynamics of domestic Cypriot
politics in both communities. Such
a study, investigating the social
forces in both communities, their
articulation within the Cypriot lead-
ership, the conflicts among and be-
tween the political elites in both
communities, and the linkages be-

tween the political elites and/or
parties to various foreign powers,
would provide an additional dimen-
sion to an understanding of the
Cypriot tragedy. If there is hope for
avoiding the demise of Cyprus and
for reversing the relentless step-by-
step division of the island, it will
have to be accomplished by the
Cypriot people, both Greeks and
Turks. An intensive scrutiny is need-
ed of their own flawed strategies, a
critique of their leadership, and
possibly the development of new
modes of action, if Cyprus is to
survive as an independent state.

—Adamantia Pollis

'Am* at' Mriaryl tots %v./
'AltostoAdTcouXou [Harvest in
the Memory of Photis Apostolo-
poulos.). Athens: Center for
Asia Minor Studies, 1984. 519
pp. Illustrated.

Photis Apostolopoulos (1914-
1980) belongs to that generation
of Greek intellectuals whose schol-
arly production was interrupted by
the price they were forced to pay
for taking the side of the left dur-
ing the 1940s. Apostolopoulos
spent five years in the internment
camps on the islands of Makro-
nisos and Aghios Efstratios between
1947 and 1952. He left Greece
soon after April 1967 in order to
avoid arrest and settled in Paris,
where he completed a doctoral dis-
sertation on Byzantine literature
and worked as a researcher and
lecturer. He returned to Greece in
1975, and took charge of the Cen-
ter for Asia Minor Studies, where

he remained until his death in
1980. The Center has just pub-
lished a fitting tribute to Aposto-
lopoulos's memory, a volume con-
taining thirty-two articles - covering
a number of disciplines.

Such is the scope of this volume
that it would be impossible for a
single reviewer to do it justice.
Most of the articles are mono-
graphs, some of which will at-
tract mainly specialist interest and
others which will have a wider
appeal. A few of the contributions
go beyond the usual limitations of
monographs and attempt an analysis
set in a broader context.

The articles by Catherine and
Spyros Asdrachas on name-giving
in Patmos and by Vasilis Kremmy-
das on Mani's population will be
of special interest to demographic
historians, while the articles by
Vasilis Panayotopoulos on pre-
revolutionary agricultural produc-
tion and by Evangelia Balta on



90	 JOURNAL OF THE HELLENIC DIASPORA

fifteenth century grain production
concern economic history. A short
piece by Eleni Karat= can be
classified under historical geogra-
phy. Nineteenth century history is
represented by a detailed descrip-
tion of the activities of the
Philomousos Etaireia by Ellie
Yotopoulou-Sisilianou, two hitherto
unpublished letters from Pouque-
ville's correspondence presented
by Stamatis Karatzas, and excerpts
from the unpublished correspond-
ence of Dionisios Therianos, an in-
tellectual living in Trieste, pro-
duced by Apostolos Papaioannou.
There are two articles on Byzantine
art, one by Sophia Kalopisi-Verti
on the Cave of St. Marina in the
Mani and another by Dori Papas-
tratos on the Soumela monastery,
and two articles with anthropolog-
ical interest, by Denise Papachry-
santhou on houses in fourteenth
century Thessaloniki and by Guy
Saunier on folk laments.

The area Apostolopoulos spe-
cialized in, classical philology and
language, is represented by the con-
tributions of Paul Lemerle on the
continuity of Greek, Jean Irigoin
on grammar, Katerina Sinodinou on
"time" in Sophodes' Electra, and
A. K. Papachristos on the ideology
of legal terminology. There is also
a critical examination of the "use"
of Solomos by Babis Nikiphoridis.

Several specialist monographs are
certain to attract wide interest. Some
have already been mentioned;
others include the article on Plato
by one of the experts in the field
and a contemporary of Apostolo-
poulos who was also interned and
forced into exile, the philosopher
Constantinos I. Despotopoulos.
There is another valuable philo,

sophical contribution by Menelaos
Givalos; Kosmas Psychopaidis's
article also falls into this category,
as it is a methodological examina-
tion of the laws of political theory,
together with two articles on the
problems of contemporary school-
ing by Maro Maniadaki and by
Angheliki Nikiphoridou. Another
less specialist oriented article is
by the musicologist M. F. Dragou-
mis, a perceptive commentary on
the meaning of the Islamic in-
fluence in Greek musical tradition.
Rena Stavridi-Patrikiou describes
the educational reforms of 1917
and the attitude of George Skleros,
in a long and detailed article.
Nikos Svoronos's contribution is
based on a paper presented in 1971
on urban development during the
Ottoman period, which outlines the
main aspects of this subject.

There are also a few articles
which go beyond the usual scope of
monographs, as mentioned above.
Aristidis Baltas discusses the "au-
tonomy of meaning" in physics
and the problems of popularizing
the science. Baltas deals with the
ideological functions of language,
concluding that science itself, rather
than its popularized form, can
and ought to be made accessible to
a larger audience. Panayotis Kon-
dylis examines the debates during
the "Greek Enlightenment" in the
eighteenth century on the helio-
centric system and on the number
of the universes. The article af-
fords a detailed and concise view
of the intellectual currents along
with the differences between various
philosophical trends in eighteenth
century Hellenism. Maria Iliou's
article is essentially a report of a
research- program conducted by the
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Center for Social Sciences in Ath-
ens with the help of the Ministry
of Education from 1965 until the
military coup of 1967. The aim of
the program was to examine the
problems of schooling, with refer-
ence to illiteracy and absenteeism
in Greece. Facts and figures from
Athens, Etoloakarnania, and Larisa
were used. The article describes the
method and material of the re-
search program and then presents
the findings with the help of a
number of tables. The interpreta-
tion of the findings provides us
with a kaleidoscope of contem-
porary attitudes toward primary and
secondary education.

Nikos Alivizatos's essay is a
presentation of an article written
in criticism of Venizelos's anticom-
munist legislation of 1929. The
author was the lawyer, Pandelis
Pouliopoulos, and the article was
published in a journal of law
studies in 1930. Pouliopoulos is
better known as the leader of the
Trotskyist tendency in the interwar
communist movement in Greece.
The first part of Alivizatos's pres-
entation describes the contemporary
historical background and contains
a number of interesting points on
the history and historiography of
the communist movement, some of
which have been unfairly relegated
to footnote form. Historians of the
communist movement will appreci-
ate Alivizatos's sense of balance: it
is often the case with articles about
Pouliopoulos and the prewar Greek
Trotskyists either to dismiss them
completely or to overestimate their
role as an ex post facto "con-
demnation" of the leadership under
Nikos Zachariadis. The second part
of the presentation is devoted to a

commentary on the legal points
made by Pouliopoulos, which is fol-
lowed by the text itself.

In an article entitled "The End
of the Ethnarchical Tradition,"
Paschalis Kitromilidis presents and
comments upon three unpublished
letters of Chrysostomos, Patriarch
of Smyrna from 1911-1922, to
the diplomat and nationalist ide-
ologue, Ion Dragoumis.

By means of a concise exposi-
tion of the historical background,,
Kitromilidis shows how the letters
are connected with the contradic-
tion between the ethnarchical tradi-
tion of the Church and the na-
tionalist current within it, which
become manifest during the Greek
nationalist movement in Macedonia.
The former tradition was exempli-
fied by the discouraging attitude
taken by the Ecumenical Patri-
archate toward the 1821 uprising.
As the author has shown in several
of his earlier articles, the creation
of the Greek state created two
antagonistic centers of Hellenism
after 1830: one in Constantinople
representing Orthodox Hellenism
and one in Athens representing ir-
redentist nationalism. This division
was reflected within the Church.
This presentation of Chrysostomos's
letters provides us with an example
of the attitudes of one of the lead-
ing clerics who embraced the na-
tionalist cause. The importance of
this article is not limited to the
study of Orthodoxy and na-
tionalism. As the author points out,
it can lead to a discussion of
the relationship between religion
and nationalism. It also leaves open
the question as to what would
have happened to Asia Minor Hel-
lenism had the Church not iden-
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tified itself with nationalist ir-
redentism. At a time when Or-
thodoxy has been discovered as an
important factor in modern Greek
culture, it seems appropriate that
historiography should set out the
historical antecedents of the ide-
ological role of Orthodoxy. One
cannot help but compare the em-
pirical and theoretical solidity of
this article with most utterances
on neo-orthodoxy, which are now
made to look so superficial.

"Finally, one cannot help con-
curring with a forceful and topical
intervention by Anna Frangoudakis
on the subject of language and 'pro-
gressive intellectuals.' The elitist
connotations jargon-packed articles
have rarely been openly discussed
within Marxist and especially 'post-
Marxist' intellectuals. Frangoudakis's
reminder about the problems of
being theoretical and analytical .
while avoiding a mystical shell
should not be ignored."

—Alexandros Kitroeff

* *
Costas Discovers America: An

Odyssey by JOSEPH GEORGE
VASILIOU. Lynchburg, Virginia:
Piedmont Publishing Company,
1984. 264 pp.

The Reverend Father Vasiliou
captured my interest through his
articles in the Orthodox Observer
in the early nineteen-fifties. I al-
ways wondered about his early ca-
reer in America. This autobiography
unfolds a long life over the period
from 1912 to 1975.

The original name of the young
man who came to America in 1912
was Costas Vasiliou. He left Greece
at the age of fifteen to come to
America to improve the economic
situation of his family.

In America, like most Greek
immigrants, he worked in a restau-
rant to make a living. However,
this young man was interested in
education. Even with low finances,
he managed to fulfill his dream and
he received a college education.

While in college, he was influ-
enced by his Protestant friends to
enter the ministry. He entered Yale

divinity school, where he received
his B.D. Following his studies at
Yale, he went to the University of
Athens, with the option of becom-
ing a Greek Orthodox priest in
America. However, after his return
to America, he decided to become a
Methodist minister. His American
Methodist wife and her family
helped in his ministry in the Metho-
dist Church.

As a Methodist minister, Vasi-
liou served several churches in the
South, where he had a most re-
warding experience. However, after
thirteen years as a minister of the
Methodist Church, Fr. Vasiliou re-
turned home to Orthodoxy. He was
ordained an Orthodox priest and
served the Orthodox Church until
his retirement in 1971. Now he is
researching and writing.

The autobiography of Fr. Vasi-
liou is very moving. He came to
a strange and great country from
a village in Greece, and he dis-
covered America as he lived and
found opportunities to be educated
and to advance socially.
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Fr. Vasiliou changed his reli-
gion from Orthodox to Protestant,
and he also changed his name from
Costas to Joseph, as he was going
through life in this American
pluralistic society. However, this
man, who was educated in the
theology of Methodism and Ortho-
doxy, finally found his way back to
the Church of his ancestors. The
example of Fr. Joseph can be re-
told many times by numerous Greek
Orthodox immigrants.

This book is a contribution to
the understanding of the Greek-
American experience. The hard-
ships and personal sacrifices were
the experiences of the early Greeks
who came to America. With their
untiring effort, they succeeded in
attaining the heights of education,
business accomplishment, and poli-
tical success. The life of Fr. Vasi-
liou should be read by all Greek-
Americans in order to understand
their Greek-American background.

—Rev. George C. Papademetriou
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