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On the Problem of Political Clientelism
In Greece in the Nineteenth Century
[PART TWO)

by CONSTANTINE TSOUCALAS

The Construction of the State Apparatus and the Expansion
of the Civil Service

Under the conditions in which it occurred, the establishment of the
centralized state had yet another result with enormous implications for
the subsequent development of the division of labor. The bourgeois state,
in its official form, is accompanied, by definition, by the construction of
a series of mechanisms which in Greece, however, were created from
nothing. The administration, army, navy, gendarmerie, courts, educational
institutions, diplomatic representation abroad, grants of licenses and
titles, and the maintenance of archives are but a few of the functions that
are organized under the aegis of the centralized state. These functions,
which in the past were either not performed at all or only opportunistically
so by the semi-autonomous communities, suddenly pass into the province
of a single, centralized state organization which is equipped with a special
body of civil servants.

The formation of a body of civil servants in itself does not constitute
a uniquely Greek phenomenon of course. However, this fact must be
emphasized because of the rapid expansion of the administration, which,
from the middle of the past century, takes on truly hypertrophic dimensions.
In 1870, the number of civil servants already surpasses 10,000. When
the 20,000 military employees 1 and the 10,000 who made their living
through the administration and collection of public taxes 2 are added to
the civil servants, it appears that almost one-fourth of the non-agricultural
active population made their living, directly or indirectly, from the state.
From 1880 on, the rate of increase of the number of civil servants is
checked.3 However, in 1889, their percentage in relation to the whole
population continues to be the highest in Europe: 214 for every
10,000 people, although only a few years later we find 200 in Belgium,

'Bickford Smith, Greece Under King George, London, 1893, pp. 76-77.
11. Zor27iporco6Xou, lapl Tic kyyaiou iropoloyfac Lv `EAXicat, Athens, 1871,

p. 69.
aThey increase from 10,587 in 1879 to 13,442 in 1889; in other words, by a

smaller rate than the rate of increase of the population. Characteristically, the per-
centage of the public administration in regard to the sum of the non-agricultural
population falls from 13% in 1879 to 9.8% in 1907. (X. E6eXrc1871c, Olicovoittail
Kat mcnvtavtail Icrropict Tic 'EXX68oc, Athens, 1950, p. 82.)
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176 in France, 126 in Germany, 113 in the United States, and 73 in Great
Britain 4 — countries with an incomparably higher degree of urban
concentration and economic development. And if we consider that for
every employed civil servant there was at least another one who was
unemployed or underemployed coveting the same position, the broadness
of the circle of people who obtained their direct subsistence from the
favor of state power becomes obvious.

It is not possible here to discuss all the concrete factors that
contributed to this enormous inflation of the public apparatus, which
surpassed by far the "natural" capabilities of a country with such a low
level of development of productive forces as Greece in the nineteenth
century. Relatively high taxation constitutes a partial explanation. Indeed,
during the entirety of the nineteenth century, the per capita tax revenues
are much higher than those of neighboring countries. Even in 1906, when
the differences had been substantially reduced, the figures were still
46 francs per person in Greece, 35 in Rumania, 32 in Serbia, 30 in
Bulgaria, and 3 in Ottoman Turkey.' Despite this problem,' however, it is
certain that the state apparatus was, for more than half a century, the main
pole of attraction for individuals who abandoned the countryside and settled
in the cities of free Greece looking forward to their social progress.
Indeed, within the framework of the Greek kingdom, the state was the
only employer that was available to the underemployed agrarian masses.
As Count Gobineau commented, "one cannot observe anywhere else the
phenomenon of an entire society that functions on the basis of the fact
that only the State disposes money which it can recollect in the form of
services."

We have already emphasized the exceptionally large public budget
in relation to the national income. This reveals the predominant role of
the state in the process of collecting and dividing the economic surplus
to the non-productive strata. At the same time, however, it should also be
stressed that, at least until 1875-1880, almost the entire state budget
was directed toward meeting the current running needs of the state
apparatus. Large public works were rare and state investment was non-
existent. Even most of the public buildings — and almost all of the
cultural institutions — were constructed by private grants, often without
any burden to the public budget. Thus, for the first fifty years of the
Greek state, the revenues from taxation were canalized, almost exclusively,
into those elements that constituted the state and parastate mechanisms,
In this manner, one of the most fundamental methods of transfering value
in the entire Greek economic area was realized. The degree to which the

4R. M. Hartwell, "The Growth of Services in Modem Economy," in C. Cipolla,
ed., The Industrial Revolution, London, 1973, p. 379.

3Augustus D. Webb, The Dictionary of Statistics, London, 1906, p. 246.
'On this issue, see my study, 'Egapwrio-rk Kai avaTrapaycarj: 6 Kotvcavack

p6Xoc TG3V EK1Tal8EUTIKC3V pqxavtcriaav (nip `EAACc8a (1830-1922), Athens,
1977, p. 227ff.

7Gobineau, Deux etudes sur la Grace moderne, Paris, 1905, p. 214.
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civil service performed necessary or useful functions, or, on the contrary,
comprised armies of useless sinecurists is unimportant. In any event, the
functional expansion of any bureaucratic organization is, by definition,
limitless to the degree to which it is capable of financing the engagement
of new employees.

The extensiveness of the Greek civil service should not be considered,
therefore, as a functional or disfunctional phenomenon within the
framework of any logic which is "outside of the service." It is an
autonomous phenomenon — and to a large degree, a self-reproducing one —
which, free from its generative causes, is interpolated as a self-sustaining
factor in the development of social balances. This fact of its extensiveness
alone justifies the use of the term "state bourgeoisie" to characterize the
middle and upper strata which quickly formed around the state apparatus.'
So much the more so since, from the beginning, the privileged categories
of the civil service hierarchy were exceptionally bloated: the ratio of
higher and highest level functionaries to the whole of the employees is
indeed noteworthy. The number of Members of Parliament and Senators
reached four hundred in a population of one million people while in the
navy, around 1850, we find 450 officers for 1,150 enlisted men.° Even
at the end of the century, we find one officer for every 11 men in the Greek
army while the ratio in Ottoman Turkey is 1:15, in Serbia and Bulgaria
1:18, in Rumania 1:19, and in France 1:26. 10

Therefore, at all levels of the state apparatus, we notice a super-
abundance both of employees and of "candidates" for positions. As an
area for the promotion of the highest social strata, for the stabilization
of the middle social categories, and for the absorption of armies of semi-
literate men, the role of the state is, consequently, a central one.

This uncommon capability of inflation of the state apparatus also
greatly influences the predominant forms of social mobility, a fact which
has ideological extensions of decisive significance for the entire area. The
forms by which the processes of class metastasis and social promotion are
reflected in the social consciousness are dependent mainly on the objective
capability to absorb additional new bearers within the framework of the
social categories which directly or indirectly appropriate the economic
surplus. Thus, when the social structures redevelop at quicker rates, the
predominant forms of social mobility mark the entire society. And, con-
sequently, the ever-increasing extension of the strata which receive benefits,
and which have the tendency to participate actively in the construction of
the networks of power, is of decisive significance for the collective con-
frontation of the civil service and the state as the central and, in many
social areas, decisive mechanism of personal promotion for the "non-
agricultural" and, by definition, privileged social categories.

8See Charles Bettelheim, Les hates de classe en PURSS, Paris, 1974, p. 41. See
also Jean Ziegler, Sociologie de la nouvelle Afrique, Paris, 1960.

eEdmond About, La Grece contemporaine, Paris, 1892, p. 167.
'Gustav Sunclarg, Appercus statistique internationaux, Stockholm, 1908, p.

165.
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The Formation of "Clientage" Relations
and the Role of the Administrative Apparatus

The entire phenomenon of clientage relations should be interpreted,
I think, on this basis. The hypertrophy of the state at all levels had the
unavoidable result of altering its "formal" social function. In other words,
as was noted before, although the institutions of the bourgeois state were
enacted with the criterion being the necessity of the bourgeois society to
protect itself through the "lawful order" and to promote its general class
interests through the realization of a series of political decisions, the
suffocating social weight of a self-sustaining state apparatus which almost
extended to the whole of the ruling social strata resulted in the state mech-
anism becoming an autonomous arena where all the social strata competed
not to enforce different policies but to reap personal gains. The control of
the state did not so much guarantee the protection of the citizens' interests
as it led to their direct entrepreneurial realization.

The entire system of clientage relations is thus illuminated better.
The two basic functions of the state in the entirety of the economic flow
which is crystallized around taxation and the payment of wages become
entwined directly with the vital interests of all the social categories. On
the other hand, universal suffrage offered all social classes the objective
capability to formally influence the composition of political power, the
favor of which was a necessary precondition for anyone to be included as
a beneficiary in the division of the economic surplus. The non-payment
of taxes or of the land rent for the national lands was as equally significant
for the citizen as an appointment to a sinecureship or to the parastate net-
work of tax certification and collection. The supreme arbiters for all of
these personal forms of participation in the pillaging of the national
budget were the representatives of political power, the Members of Par-
liament. The negotiability of the vote and of political support, and the
division of the presumed participation in state favors between competing
factions, compose the natural consequences of this institutional framework.
Even until the twentieth century, at least in the countryside, the huge
majority of cadres, supporters, or just simple voters of all political
parties — even those which professed to be "parties of principle" — con-
sidered the party mainly as a mechanism of participation in the distribution
apparatus of the state.

The very weight of the state apparatus thus determines, to a large
degree, the framework of the structure of the political personnel. The
difficulty of forming a party of principle is inherently connected with the
underdevelopment of the society of citizens. To the degree that the devel-
opment of the society itself did not give birth to concrete political dilemmas
reflecting crystallized conflicts of interest, it was natural that the political
personnel be organized on the basis of opportunistic and personal alliances
and conflicts within the framework of which — since the only disputed
object was the very exercise of power itself — everything was more or less
negotiable.
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The results on the state institutions' functional level is significant.
The fluidity of social disjunctions rendered party discipline an attachment
based more on personal rather than ideological obligations. A parliamentary
majority was, consequently, not a fact but an object of daily negotiation.
And the public mandate was never considered by common opinion as
binding in advance either in regard to the party to which a Member of
Parliament belonged or in regard to the policies which he would follow.
"Defection" was, therefore, a political process which was generally ac-
cepted, and the Parliament functioned as a marketplace where the Mem-
ber freely negotiated his opinion and his vote.

This bargaining power which the Members of Parliament had allowed
them to forcibly demand — and achieve — a complete right to intervene
in the state administration, at least in matters concerning their electoral
districts. While the purpose of the "patronage books" which were kept
regularly by the prime minister and his ministers was to ensure an ele-
mentary equality between the claims of the various parliamentarians,li the
accumulated power of the Members was decisive. This "parliamenta-
rianist" (vouleftokratia) regime constitutes the basis of the entire system
of clientage relations. Having the power to "dispose" of the state wealth —
that is to say, a significant amount of the economic surplus — even partially,
the Member of Parliament constructs his personal fiefdom, which, in turn,
ensures his reelection.

The party leaders were the base for the creation of the local system
of personal power of the Member of Parliament. The latter's main agents
were the representatives of state authority: the treasurer, who had sole
control of liquid capital and was responsible for the payment of the civil
servants' wages; the judge, who was the representative of the monopoly
on legality; and the various organs of law and order which guaranteed
the enforcement of repression. This entourage ensured the permanent
capability to force the citizens' compliance to the orders of those in power.
A necessary precondition for permanent establishment of these networks
of power was the lack of independence of the executive elements of the
state apparatus. Indeed, the dependence of the civil service on state power
was complete. Characteristically, though the constitutional formation of
the polity was, as we saw, very advanced, the administrative legislation
remained archaic, allowing enormous institutional possibilities for every
kind of illegitimate intervention, with the result being the complete
weakening of the "separation of powers" in the classical liberal sense.
The job permanence of the civil service wasn't established until 1911 so
that all those who constituted the apparatus were constantly exposed to
the danger not only of unjustified transfer but of dismissal. Prey to any
dissatisfaction on the part of a parliamentarian, the civil servants, as
salaried employees, were also coerced by the treasurers, who — very often
in league with the brigands who "withheld" the remittances — feigned
a lack of liquid capital and refused to give them their salaries, thus forcing
them to borrow from the organized usurers at a high interest and to most-

ilSee Neoat KocCgri, '0 Kotvo6ouAzu-rtcritas Lv `EXA6St, Athens, p. 73.
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gage their future salaries — which were then subject to seizure for any debt
whatsoever. Thus, all of the representatives of the state, including the
judges and members of the gendarmerie, were permanently coerced into
serving the interests of the local parliamentarians. The suppression of
political opponents was completed by the endless extension of the circle
of "our gang" who would collect from the state "spoon" which — as
Emmanuel Roidis noted with a sociological perspicacity which has not
been recognized enough — appeared endless. To the degree, therefore,
that the control of the entire apparatus was institutionally dependent upon
the "political" assurance of stabilization of the political personnel through
the exercise of the vote, the division of the "candidates" for social pro-
motion into teams, factions or parties whose competition was not, in the
final analysis, political but economic was absolutely natural. Because it
was only when the citizen masses, with their unformed class interests, were
actively identified with a party to which they "offered" their political
rights that they were in a position, practically speaking, to making a
claim to participate in the benefits bestowed by the state. The competitive
organization of the "clients" and the social mobility which is based on it
presuppose, therefore, the competitive organization of the "patrons-citi-
zens." Characteristically, the clientage system in Greece is consolidated
and flourishes only at the moment when parliamentarianism — or the
vouleftokratia — is strengthened and the authoritarianism of the Court
retreats.

Consequences of the "Clientage" System in the Formation
of Collective Attitudes

A series of stable ideological characteristics of modem Greek society
which developed from the beginning of the Greek state and have survived
in their general nature until today are closely connected with the social
role of the system of political representation. It may be useful to assess
several of these characteristics since, to a certain degree, they are an
indication of how collective attitudes, crystallized over a long historical
process, decisively influence the form of political developments.

The so-called "over-politicization" of modern Greeks and their
"passion" for politics and public affairs should be emphasized first. This
permanent characteristic of the "race" (which, with a great deal of vanity,
is also attributed — with so many other things — to our ancient ancestors) —
composed of myths concerning the eternal racial characteristics which
contrast the "egocentric," "power-hungry," and "anarchistic" Greeks to the
"disciplined" and "systematic" Western Europeans and the "apathetic"
Ottomans — can be interpreted only through the prism of the unique
structure of political power and representation in modem Greece. Indeed,
the two poles of modern Greek "over-politicization" should be searched
for in the fact that the majority of the ruling strata were driven into the
exercise of "politics" as a profession — as a matter of fact, as their main
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profession — and that the mass of the population attained their most im-
mediate interests in relation to their access to protection by the organized
political power. The ironic nature of the philhellene Gaston Duchamps
does not take away from the penetration of his comment when he wrote
in 1892:

A sixteen-year old boy confided to me: "Sir," he said, "I am a
candidate for office. My grandfather was a candidate. For many
years now, my father has been a candidate, and so I also am a
candidate and will be for all of my life." No one nearby thought
that this child was prematurely old. Greek law defined the age
limit when one can be elected a Member of Parliament. But,
apparently, it is not necessary for someone to come of age before
he declares his candidacy. In Greece there are innumerable
political parties that do not differ in their principles, however.
There is neither a religious nor a social issue there. Everyone has
approximately the same opinion but not the same interests. That's
why some people vote for one person and some for another."

This appearance of "over-politicization" hides the reality of an "under-
politicization." To the degree to which the state apparatus is looked upon,
as a matter of principle, as a field of conquest, both the political role of
the state and its forms of intervention in the class struggle are mytholo-
gized and obscured. On the ideological level, the clientage system of rep-
resentation expresses, for the masses, the same tendency of individual and
family attachment to the state apparatus which characterizes the ruling
classes that are "candidates for office" (politevonte). It is not a question
here of an appearance of political neutrality on the part of an apparatus
which supposedly stands above the class conflicts which it arbitrates. It is
a question of the complete loss of substance of the political phenomenon,
of the complete autonomy of the state, which is directly connected to the
weakness of a "non-state" ruling class, bound by "private" productive
activities, to realize seIf-existent class interests. Until 1880, at least, large
landowners were so marginal and industrialists so embryonic that the
"state bourgeoisie" remained undisturbed in the construction of the net-
works which canalized its protection.

The passionate participation of citizens in public affairs, the
"politikoloyia," and, characteristically, the premature and inflated develop-
ment of the press, which was almost always mainly political, is an expres-
sion of the same phenomenon. These traits survive even today. Independent
of the "quality," the general "level" and the political position of the news-
papers, Greece is perhaps the only country in the world which lacks a
completely "yellow" apolitical press, and where the front page items
consistently refer to developments in the internal political situation.

On the other hand, this same ideological syndrome led to fundamental
distortions in the concept of the common weal to the degree to which the

12Gaston Duchamps, Inc Grece d'aujourd'hui, Paris, 1892, p. 66.
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logical and ideological prerequisites of the institutionalized liberal bourgeois
polity were literally shaken. Specifically, the fundamental distinction
between the private and public spheres, one of the cornerstones of bour-
geois ideology, weakens and degenerates. Indeed, in the process of formu-
lation and crystallization of the fundamental moral (and legal)
canons of behavior, bourgeois ideology distinguished the private from
the public sphere from the very beginning. In the former, the promotion
of individual interests recognizes only the limits of "honesty," in other
words, respect for one's "word," the expressed will which establishes
the contract, the primary expression of capitalist legality (pacta sent
servanda). In the latter area, the promotion of all individual interests of
economic content is rejected by definition. The public realm, the state,
supposedly functions as an autonomous expression of the collective inter-
est, of the social contract. Public functionaries exercise their activities with
the public interest as their sole criterion. Indeed, in their first and ideal
form, public positions are offices which are honorary and unsalaried. We
are referring here to the sphere of "virtue," from which every realization
of personal interest and expediency is excluded.

Yet the "virtuous" home politicus presupposes, both logically and
historically, the development of the "honest" home economicus. The
virtue and disinterestedness of the administration are categories that are
clearly historical and do not appear, at least in recent times, until the
moment when a consolidated society of citizens appears. Until the seven-
teenth century in the West, and the beginning of the twentieth century
in the pre-capitalist East, the activities of the upper (and, of course, lower)
state functionaries were officially bound up with their capability to procure
personal profit from the exercise of their "public" power. Both the
noblesse de robe, for example, and the phanariot hospodars would buy
the right to gain as much as they could from the exercise of their given
power from the King or the Sultan. Thus, the category of the virtuous
administration — and the corresponding category of "corruption" — did
not achieve general social acceptance until the moment when the private
realm (in other words, the prevalence of the capitalist mode of production
within the framework of an articulated market) began to predominate.

It is on this foundation that the contradiction which characterized
the public administration in Greece in the nineteenth century should be
interpreted. This contradiction takes the form of a real and intense distance
between theory and practice, law and administration, the official institu-
tional framework and the real exercise of power. At the same time, how-
ever, it is expressed even in political speech. The frequent appeal to the
need for "purification," "sanitation," "ethicization," or "modernization"
of the state apparatus coexists with the systematic rationalization of party
attitudes, factionalism, the rewarding of faithful friends, etc. Even today,
the "ungrateful" or "friendless" political man is the target of equally
intense public attacks — and from the same quarters — as the man who
is "partisan" or "corrupt." This contradiction, however, is not connected
to any kind of "hypocrisy." It reflects a real and objective contradiction
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bound to the chronological and functional incongruities which accompany
the processes of penetration of capitalist structures, and, more particularly,
the fact that the construction of bourgeois liberal egalitarian institutions
occurred prior to the composition of an organized society of citizens.

The same contradiction can be found at the base of the seriously
distorted concept regarding the rights of the citizen in relation to the
various representatives of state authority. Even in regard to daily and
minor state functions, the state organ — whether higher or lower — is
confronted by the average citizen with supplication, fear and uncertainty.
The principle of "connections" (meso) continues to prevail. The defective
functioning of public services constitutes, without a doubt, the realistic
base for the survival of the "broken" transactions regarding the expediting
of administrative affairs. But the roots of an era in which the simple claim
of a right was not only unprofitable but inconceivable without the inter-
vention of a patron-protector puts its mark even more completely on the
totality of collective attitudes.

The Failure of the Reformist Attempts: The Example
of Charilaos Trikoupis

It is within this framework that the repeated failure to uproot "ex-
change" and "clientage relations" from Greek political ethics and the
concomitant failure to reorganize the state apparatus should be interpreted.
Indeed, many of the political leaders of the past century made note-
worthy attempts in this direction. Charilaos Trikoupis was the most signifi-
cant representative of this tendency. His primary concern was to break
the "clientage" system and to dissociate the state apparatus from its pol-
itical protectors, reorganizing the factions which had formed between
the civil servants and the Members of Parliament. For this to be accom-
plished, however, the "vouleftokratia" had to be attacked at its most im-
portant point, breaking the functional link which united the Members
with their active or presumptive clients, and doing so, as a matter of fact,
from both parts that constituted the clientage network. Thus, the measures
promoted by the administrations of Charilaos Trikoupis were intended,
on the one hand, to reduce the dependence of the Member on the voter —
a dependence which led to the permanent construction, from above, of
the party networks manned by the civil servants — and on the other hand,
to break the dependence of the civil servant on the Member — a depend-
ence which forced the civil servants to assemble in the party networks
in order to survive.

The relative independence of the Member from his personalized
support was precisely the goal of the promised reforms of the electoral
system. Two reforms, voted in 1886, are the most significant changes
instituted by Trikoupis. First of all, there was the substitution of the
eparchy by the nomarchy as the electoral base, thus quadrupling or quin-
tupling the electoral districts. The reason behind this extension is clear:
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it was hoped that the increase in the number of voters would make various
pressures, bribes and personal threats much less decisive in the election
of a Member, with a long term result being the weakening of the tyranny
of the local party leader and the civil servants who functioned as his organs,
and the beginning of an electoral politics based on more general ideol-
ogical criteria.

The decrease in the number of Members of Parliament from 245 to
the constitutional minimum of 150 served exactly the same purpose.
These reforms, however, were overturned as soon as Deligiannis returned
to power. Characteristically, Trikoupis, whose reformist devotion begins
to abate from 1890 onwards, will not return. As in many of the other
institutional alterations of Trikoupis, his electoral reform was fated to
be nothing more than a parenthesis.

The same thing occurred with the plans for the administrative reorgan-
ization that was voted in 1887. The basic idea which informed Trikoupis's
legislation was extending administrative unity, something which, on the
one hand, would open the road to a real administrative decentralization
and, on the other hand, would diminish the possibilities of personal ex-
change. Thus, what was envisaged was the complete abolition of the
eparchies, which had the basic function of coordinating petty party in-
terests on the narrowest base. (In 1881, Greece had seventy eparchies with
an average population of 30,000 and twenty-seven eparchies with
a population of less than 20,000, in other words, not more than 6-7,000
men of voting age.) The eparchies were replaced by Nomarchy Councils
with wide jurisdiction over local government. Finally, Trikoupis's elec-
toral reform plan mentioned by G. Aspreas 13 — a plan of great signifi-
cance — should be placed in the same framework. This particular reform
aimed at the overturning of universal suffrage by establishing property
ownership or an elementary educational level as a prerequisite to the right
to vote. Such a reform was not explicitly opposed to the Constitution of
1864 and was debated seriously by the constitutional experts of that period
(N. Saripolos, for example). Even though the voting of such a funda-
mental modification of the polity was perhaps politically impossible be-
cause of the enormous symbolic significance of universal suffrage, the fact
that Trikoupis nevertheless entrusted his colleague, Voulpiotis, with the
drafting of a specific plan illustrates the nature of the prime minister's
constitutional concepts. Universal suffrage did not only appear as an
obstacle to the realization of Trikoupis's unpopular measures of radical
reform. It was also a factor which strengthened exchange and the rela-
tions of electoral clientage. It is clear that current conceptions of the
"immaturity" of the people in the exercise of their political rights are
rooted in the arguments of those zealots who demanded the limitation of
the right to vote. Trikoupis's intention to restrict the electoral body reveals,
perhaps more than any other measure, the direct connection between
reformist visions and Western European conservative liberalism.

'AcTcpdoc, nOXI.TIKT41 ICTTOpiCX Tqg vEcatipac taIsicSoc, T6p.o5 B', Athens,
1922, p. 178.
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If the electoral reforms were intended to blunt the direct personal
bonds between candidates and electors, thus attacking the clientage system
at its summit, a series of other measures were inspired by the concern for
the reorganization of state functions at the base. Two basic goals were
pursued: the reestablishment of an elementary independence for the civil
service — which was the precondition for the lawful exercise of their
responsibilities — and the elimination of the illegal pressures which cor-
rupted state activity. Indeed, as we have already noted, the civil servants'
lack of "job security" — with the exception of judges and members of
the military — was simply the institutional framework of total dependence
of all of the public apparatus on the government and the parliamentarians
who shared power.

Trikoupis tried to lift this absolute dependence of the civil servant
upon the executive branch through two pieces of legislation. Law AKA'/
1882 "concerning the qualifications of civil servants" stipulated, for the
first time, strict regulations for the discipline and dismissal of civil serv-
ants, while at the same time establishing their occupational security for
a given period as well as their obligatory tenure in a certain position before
possible promotion. Even though this legislation, which constituted a
prelude to a civil service code, did not go so far as to ensure the permanence
of public employees, it undoubtedly limited the possibilities of arbitrary
intervention on the part of the government against the civil service corps.
At the same time — and for the first time — it established some connection
between a civil service career and educational qualifications: a high school
diploma became a prerequisite for holding certain positions, and, again
for the first time, a competitive system for the hiring of public employees
was possible.

The institution of civil service and military salaries which could not
be confiscated served a similar purpose (Law APMA' / 1884) . It aimed
to eradicate the very real dependence of the public employee on the public
treasurer since, in combination with the imprisonment which could be
imposed for even the smallest debt, the possibility of seizure of salaries
was, as we noted, the most effective weapon for coercing an employee.

The entire institutional framework which Charilaos Trikoupis pro-
ferred was a part of his more general concern to realize the bourgeois
transformation of Greece. All the measures which he took were aimed
at this end: to purify and rationalize the state mechanism and to make
it a proper instrument for the effective exercise of state policy. The proposed
reforms remained strictly on an institutional level, however. Trikoupis
never confronted the possibility of a programmatic state intervention on
production relations themselves in a manner which would have forced
a bourgeois transformation more rapid than the one that was actually
occurring at a snail's pace.

Such a bourgeois revolution from above does, of course, have
historical precedents, as in Prussia, Japan, and, to a degree, Russia. It was
impossible, however, for Trikoupis's attempt to coincide with these
models. Objectively, Greece was too narrow in area to provide for an
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autonomous capitalist development. Subjectively, Trikoupis, who was
nursed on British liberalism, could not possibly proceed with the use of
the state mechanism in any other manner except within the narrowest and
most traditional of frameworks. The lack, for example, of proper or
willing agents for industrial development could only be surpassed by a
coordinated enterprise of state orders and credits, and direct assumption
of the mode of production by state agents. Such an effort, however, went
beyond not only the objective capabilities of the Greek state apparatus
but the concepts of the "reformist" bourgeoisie. The refusal of Greek
colonial capital — the only economically constituted part of the bourgeoi-
sie — to "willingly" undertake this role was, consequently, of decisive
importance, and signified the essential destruction of Trikoupis's plans.
And so long as a constituted bourgeoisie was not promoted into a dominant
social force, the reformist institutions were either overturned or simply
did not function. The voluntarist legalism which characterizes Trikoupis
was, therefore, doomed to fail. When he states that "exchange is a parasite
of the parliamentary state and we will try to uproot this parasite through
legislative measures," he simply expresses the optimistic (and unrealistic)
concept of the positivist bourgeois lawyer who doesn't suspect that the
resistance of the economic and ideological base can irreversibly alter any
legal framework. Thus, the failure of Trikoupis's plans was not due
mainly to the fact that most of his institutional reforms were later abolished
by Deligiannis, but rather to the very underfunctionality of the "society
of citizens." For even the measures that survived were corrupted im-
mediately by the all-powerful claws of the clientage networks. Those
strong social forces which could have victoriously fought for the preser-
vation of the reform measures were lacking. The traditional ruling strata
of Greek society which were centered around the state apparatus, and the
new categories of currant merchants and financiers, did not need either
an "incorruptible" and modern state mechanism or a strict and structured
"just" state. On the contrary, the "state bourgeoisie," the political influence
of which surpassed its enormous quantitative role, could not but oppose
a "policy" on the basis of which the expansion and the support of the
state apparatus could no longer remain an uncontrolled goal in itself.

Undoubtedly, institutions themselves can decisively influence political
attitudes, gradually remodelling the ideological points of reference that
set the bounds within which the citizen participates in public affairs. But
ideological transformations are, by definition, exceptionally slow moving
processes and clash with the long term and persistent resistance of consoli-
dated behavior. Thus, if Trikoupis's promises contributed decisively to
making the ideological and political problem of political and civil service
"manners" a panhellenic issue, real political practices were affected only
to a very limited extent. To preserve his party (which, we should re
member, was, to a large degree, composed of remnants of the Voulgaris
faction — that exceptional representative of parliamentary favlokratia) and
to secure his reelection, the reformist prime minister was forced to tolerate
the survival of the networks which he wanted to destroy. It is characteristic
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that the majority of Trikoupis's parliamentarians were never sensitized
to the reformist visions of their leader. It was inevitable, perhaps, that
even Trikoupis gradually came to understand that the institutional reforms
that he proposed were condemned to the degree that the predominant
forms of constituting the ruling class were not similarly transformed.
Deprived of his only possible ideological and class base — a "productive"
bourgeoisie which, however, never appeared dynamically in the fore-
ground — frightened by the decisiveness of his reforms, undermined by
the unpopularity of the majority of the measures he introduced, Trikoupis,
from 1890 on, supported himself almost exclusively with his reformist...myth: ,

He would no longer attempt new institutional reforms, just as he
would not return to the measures which Deligiannis had abolished. On
the contrary, as Aspreas noted, he would systematically begin "to become
corrupted by the political struggle, and to go into the battle of survival
indifferent as to the means, and caring only for the end."

In his last years, Trikoupis's political practices did not differ in the
least from those of his opponents. The peripheraIness of the "society of
citizens" and the consolidated power of the "state bourgeoisie" forced
Trikoupis's plans to die stillborn. As Thouvenel wrote many years before,

. .. a correct, virtuous and prudent administration cannot come about
by itself. It will come from the country when it embraces masses of power-
ful interests which will make the need for the protection of laws generally
understandable."

It is not possible here to proceed any further into the research of the
problem of the survival of clientage networks nor to follow the changes
which occurred in their specific functions. As was emphasized in the
beginning, our knowledge of many areas of political life still remains at
an embryonic stage. The composition of Parliament, the electoral results,
the functioning of the administrative apparatus, the sudden changes in
party alignments, have never been the objects of systematic research. All
the hypotheses which we have expressed, therefore, can only possess an
abstract, temporary and "heuristic" character. And as we noted before,
the filling of these numerous gaps must become the absolute priority of
subsequent historical and social research.

translated from the Greek by Kali Loverdos with Phyllis R. Craig



Kazantzakis's Odyssey: 
A Modern Rival to Homer

by MORTON P. LEVITT

In a Modernist age in which epic deeds no longer seem possible
either in life or in art, Crete is that rare land where the epic remains a
viable form, where the memory of an heroic past — sometimes even a past
within the poet's own lifetime — is valued still and still bears meaning
for present times; the forms of their ancestors continue to live simply be-
cause the Cretans continue to find them meaningful in their own lives.
There is even a sense in which the epic tradition may help to determine
their lives, in which memories of the heroes who fought the Turks through
more than two centuries of cruel occupation may have acted to harden
resistance to German invaders or to totalitarian colonels. The tradition
lives on even as the island becomes increasingly Westernized.' So it was
almost inevitable that Nikos Kazantzakis, the greatest of Cretan writers,
would himself some day write an epic.

The Odyssey: A Modern Sequel is without doubt the most contro-
versial work of modern Greek literature, as well as one of the monuments
of the Modernist era. Its appeal, ironically, is perhaps less great in Greece
than in the West, for it culminates a lifetime of fighting for language
reform — until very recently one of the most heated issues in Greek
literature and politics. Written in an unfamiliar meter, simplifying con-
ventional spelling and syntax and abandoning the useless accentual marks
common to the language since Byzantine times, with an added glossary of
some two thousand words which were familiar to the peasants of Greece
but virtually unknown to its scholars, 2 the Odyssey sought to revolutionize

"In Greece itself, where, in the mountains of Crete and of the mainland, the
'oral society' is only now giving way under the influence of the press, the radio
and the school, old tragboddhia of resistance to the Turks were laid under contribu-
tion for the composition of new or only slightly adapted songs and ballads of the
guerilla resistance to Germans and Italians." A. R. Burn, The Lyric Age of Greece
(New York, 1967), p. 160.

Kimon Friar points out in his invaluable introduction to the English version
of the epic that "The traditional meter in which most of modern Greek folk songs
and long narrative poems are written, comparable in English to blank verse ... ,
is the fifteen-syllable iambic line of seven beats. To the educated Greek, Kazantzakis's
abandonment of the traditional meter, and his use of an extremely rare measure
for the Odyssey, that of the seventeen-syllable unrhymed verse of eight beats; came
as an unexpected and shocking disturbance" (New York, 1958, p. xxvi). "That
venerable verse," Kazantzakis wrote of the classical meter, "seemed to me too
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the diction of modern Greek poetry. These problems are absent, of course,
from the magnificent English version of Kimon Friar, so that even today
there are literate Greeks who claim to find it more readable in English
translation than in the original demotiki. 3

For Greek and Westerner alike, however, Kazantzakis's Odyssey
remains one of the great encyclopedic works of our time, encompassing the
major motifs of our civilization and Homer's, bridging the gap of our
common heritage not only for Greeks but for all those to whom Homer
is both ancestor and guide.Writing like his predecessor in a period of calm
between tumultuous epochs, Kazantzakis endeavors similarly to include
all the knowledge and history of his own time, to make of his epic too
a symbolic chronicle of the glorious past and a guide for action in the
troublesome future. " 'Blessed be that hour that gave me birth between
two eras!'" Odysseus proclaims as if he were himself the epic poet (III,
742). As Homer employed the surviving folk tales and legends of the
Mycenaeans to narrate their greatness and fall, so Kazantzakis makes use
of Homer to dramatize both those mythic extremes and our own. But his
is a far different work, a revolutionary contrast to the conservative Homer,
a direct challenge to that earlier Odyssey. It was Kimon Friar who added
the subtitle "A Modern Sequel" to the later epic; Kazantzakis called it
simply Odyseia.

Like Homer, he begins in medial res, in the middle this time of
Homer, as if in the midst of a sentence: "And when in his wide courtyards
Odysseus had cut down/the insolent youths. . .." Soon after, accompanied

worn-out; it lacks the breath of life and is no longer capable of containing the fiery
contemporary spirit which is suffering and struggling and longing to break the
limits stifling it; longing to create a broader, deeper rhythm. These two additional
syllables give the epic an unexpected amplitude, majesty and, at the same time,
disciplined violence." Letter to BOrje KnOs, Paris, June 14, 1947, cited in Helen
Kazantzakis, Nikos Kazantzakis: A Biography Based on his Letters (New York,
1968), p. 468. Friar's English version is similarly unrhymed but in hexameter lines.

3 Peter Bien has argued that the Odyssey fails as art because of its dominant
interest in language reform, because the poet's pioneering involvement with the
demotic tongue— an issue that in Greece has long been as much political as it is
literary — overwhelms his more human concerns. The English translator of Report
to Greco, Saint Francis and The Last Temptation of Christ and a sympathetic judge
of their philosophical roots, Bien contends that Kazantzakis made of his epic a
kind of dictionary of the demotic, that the final four of his seven drafts of the poem
were designed more to add new words than to improve the verse, that cut off from
Greece by his long exile in Europe the writer erred in using a commonplace diction
in a basically intellectual poem. Bien would have us turn instead to the novels,
beginning in 1940 with Zorba, to find the true worth of Kazantzakis. "The Dem-
oticism of Kazantzakis," in Edmund Keeley and Peter Bien, eds., Modern Greek
Writers (Princeton, 1972), pp. 145-169. Helen Kazantzakis has strongly denied
Bien's assumptions about the final drafts of the Odyssey, contending that the poet
always sought for "the most pan-Hellenic word" and insisting that he was never,
for long periods out of touch with Greece or with its language. In an interview
with this author in Geneva, July 28 and 30, 1971.
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by his son, as in Homer, the returned king puts down by guile the revolt
of his subjects, the first of many revolts in these new adventures, with
implications far more compelling than in the original. For there are com-
moners at the head of this crowd—more commoners than in all of Homer—
and maimed veterans returned from Troy. For them the far-off war, in a
cause removed from their interests and needs, is a sign not only of their
own king's arrogance but of an entire society concerned with its elite
alone; thus they also repudiate the attitude of Homer, who numbers only
nobles and slaves in his social perspective. " 'The guileless gods grant
freedom only to earth's masters,' " says Helen, referring at this point not
to those most fit but to those most nobly born (III, 1260). But Odysseus
can no longer accept such a view, and the revolt in Ithaca is the last in
which he will act as tradition demands. Each subsequent uprising will
have similar social and political overtones, but his attitude toward each
will subtly change, building progressively, until in the end the king will
join with the rebels, convinced that not only society but all humanity must
be purged and re-formed.

In Homer, the revolt of the Ithacan subjects provides one more step
in the reconciliation of Odysseus with those who have so long awaited
him• with his wife, with his son, with the people he once ruled. Kazan-
tzakis replaces these scenes with an account of the returned king's own
alienation. Seeing Penelope for the first time after the slaughter of the
suitors, he tries to convince himself that she all along has been his lone goal:

. • . she who for years has waited you to force
her bolted knees and join you in rejoicing cries,
she is the one you've longed for, battling the far seas,
the cruel gods and deep voices of your deathless mind."

(I, 30-33)

But he feels only rage at her seeming connivance with the suitors and
cannot even bring himself to speak to her now. When he does tell her of
his travels, it is only of Calypso and Circe and Nausicaa that he speaks,
temptations he ultimately resisted not for her sake but for his own because
he was not a god as Calypso would have it but a mortal; because his es-
sential humanity was threatened by the gross sensuality of Circe; because
his need to reach above himself, his potential divinity, would have shriveled
in simple home life with Nausicai. It is hardly a politic tale to tell even
to a wife renowned for her patience, and it could hardly have come from
the travel-weary, home-loving husband of the original epic; yet it is
Homer's Odysseus who unaccountably tells his wife, immediately upon
their reunion, of the prophecy that he must travel again to lands and seas
beyond the borders known to the Greeks. When, finally, he does leave
Ithaca, this new Odysseus has no farewell for his " 'heavy-fated' " (II,
1117), "his luckless wife" (11,1446) ; she sees him last at dawn, "treading
on tiptoe through the court ... like a thief" (II, 1462).

Telemachus is appalled by his father's indelicacy, by the demands he
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makes on those he encounters, both by his grasp for and his rejection of
divinity:

. . . shuddering, [he]. spied on the hard knees and thighs,
the hands that could choke virtue, that on savage shores
brashly could seize yet cast aside the dread Immortals.

(II, 198-200)

The prince has fought bravely beside his father against the suitors, but
now he counsels moderation and quiet acceptance of life in Ithaca. He is
precisely the sort of ruler that any reasonable citizen would desire And
with him, we reasonable men might curse his father, who makes it im-
possible to follow in traditional paths, to live calmly and well:

"You set all minds on fire, you plague man's simple heart,
you drive the craftsman from his shop, uproot the plow,
until the country bridegroom wants his bride no more
but longs for travel and immortal Helen's arms."

(I, 1280-83)

An old bard who had known Odysseus' grandfather sings of the ideal
monarch, the " 'good man ... grown old {who} sits like God in the
market place' " (II, 1130-32). Laertes has been such a king; his grandson
will be another. But Odysseus disdains their ideal, for under such moderate
rulers, he knows, men are too easily content, too willing to limit their
divine aspirations. It is only when the prince, Telemachus, endeavors to
seize the throne that his father, the king, elects to abdicate, pleased for
once by the initiative of his " 'wretched, well-bred' " conservative son
(II, 1122).

Even Ithaca and the symbols of his reign fail the returned king —
his people are mundane —" 'a mess of bellies and stinking breath'
(I, 1069); the assembly he so longed to hold is made up of close-minded
and cowardly elders — "was this, by God, the foul fistful his soul desired ?"
(II, 702). His journey, he now comes to realize, has made him unfit for
Ithaca — his goal, paradoxically, more noble than its attainment. To reach
it, he had resisted all the faces of death; now, he discovers, "even his
native land was a sweet mask of Death" (II, 434).

By the end of the second book of this new Odyssey — corresponding
in time to the last book of Homer, in which reconciliation is finally com-
plete — the king has collected a new crew of misfits and left Ithaca forever:
en route to Sparta, where he carries off Helen a second time, offering her
not love but adventure and freedom; to Minoan Crete, where he presides
over the fall of its decadent civilization; to Egypt, where he leads a futile,
bloody revolt and from which he escapes as Moses leading an army of
rebels and misfits. In Africa, at the source of the Nile, he founds a utopian
city of craftsmen, warriors and scholars, a socialist state in which the
family is outlawed and the people glorified as a whole, a state destroyed
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at its birth by an earthquake. As he moves further south, now without
companions or followers, Odysseus comes increasingly to deny his old
worldly concerns, to move away from society and politics, away from his
idealism and concern for the flesh. Finally, at the southernmost pole, in
a snowy white deathship, his mind and soul leap free of his body, and he
becomes free at last even of the need for freedom.

All the great body of the world-roamer turned to mist,
and slowly his snow-ship, his memory, fruit and friends
drifted like fog far down the sea, vanished like dew.
Then flesh dissolved, glances congealed, the heart's pulse stopped,
and the great mind leapt to the peak of its holy freedom,
fluttered with empty wings, then upright through the air
soared high and freed itself from its last cage, its freedom.

(XXIV, 1387-93)

In his movement from body to spirit, from Ithaca to the Antarctic,
Kazantzakis's Odysseus creates a new philosophical complex, one built on
a base of Mediterranean archaeology and history, of the fertility myths
of Africa and the Near East, fulfilling at last the prophecy of Homer's
Teiresias in Hades: that the sailor would travel from his home to a land
so far from the sea that its people would mistake the oar on his shoulder
for a winnowing fan; that he would experience there new adventures of
great moral and intellectual import; that he would eventually die on the
sea — "a seaborne death soft as this hand of mist." 4 The oar of Odysseus
is a basic symbol of Kazantzakis's poem: from it will sprout man's figurative
wings, emblem of his spiritual rebirth, of his human potential for god-
head. For this man there will be no Mycenaean funeral games, no burial
in the tholos tombs of his ancestors. Odysseus will indeed die in mist,
his flesh dissolved into spirit, into that combination of mind and soul
from which, Kazantzakis believes, the ancient fertility figures sprang
and into which we must evolve if we and our civilization are similarly
to be renewed.

II

Drawn by a vision of Helen "withered . . . in idleness" (III, 232)
and choking for freedom, the self-exiled king sails first for Sparta and a
reunion with her and her husband, his wartime companion. But Menelaus,
he finds, has grown comfortable and soft, so content with the outward
signs of his reign that he is no longer fit to rule. He represents to Odysseus
both cause and result of Mycenaean decay, the symbol of a society grown so
far from its roots that it cannot be renewed unless it is first destroyed. The
Dorian invasion will provide the new blood. Here Kazantzakis telescopes

4 7'he Odyssey of Homer, Book XI, Robert Fitzgerald, trans. (Garden City,
New York, 1963), p.189.
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history and politics, literature and myth, as the Bronze Age, grown rotten
with social injustice, comes to an end with the return of the last hero from
Troy; as a civilization expires when its king, grown sterile, forgets how
to die so that his people may live.

The "guardian lions" continue to stand at the gates of Ithaca and
Sparta (I, 419; III, 906), but they are mere relics of a world that is
passing. Odysseus, however, with his "lion-stench" (IV, 10) and his
'lion-soul" (IV, 764), continues to embody the old virtues of Mycenae,

its restlessness and force in particular. " 'I never thought you'd storm my
castle like a lion,' " Menelaus sighs (III, 1208), pleased to see his friend
once again yet instinctively fearful of that unregenerate soul. The Spartan
himself dreams of leaving his wife and kingdom behind and riding off
with Odysseus to new adventure and freedom, of sharing with him the
old virtues; but he awakes with no memory of his dream. Waking, his
mercantile soul is preoccupied with contemplating his riches — the fruit
of his olive groves, of his farms and his flocks. And he confides, "'If God
has not predestined me to rule my people, / I'd be a shepherd browsing
flocks on these far hills' " (IV, 392-3). This is hardly the tone to appeal
to Odysseus, who has rejected the husbanding instincts of his own father
and son and who scorns all talk of predestination — in another ironic
reversal, he will later make a king of Menelaus's shepherd. As he answers
this confidence,

"I think man's greatest duty on earth is to fight his fate,
to give no quarter and blot out his written doom.
This is how mortal man may even surpass his god !"

(IV, 411-3)

From this moment on, as Menelaus admires his flocks while he is
joying in the difficulty of life, Odysseus abandons his friend, stifles his
compassion for his former comrade and identifies instead with the future
enemies of Sparta — the blond Doric hordes coming from the north. They
alone have the vigor of old Mycenae, and they have usurped its lion symbol.
Bargaining with the Dorians to settle on unused lands and become his
vassals, the Spartan king puffs with remembered pride and unconscious
irony: " 'My strength is like a lioness who has given birth!' " he proclaims
(IV,884). But the invaders have been given the land without even
fighting, and we see — through the eyes of Odysseus and the old Dorian
chief — the coming order of things:

The lion had pounced upon his prey, devoured it whole,
and soon, with his rude tongue had wiped his bloodstained chops.

(IV, 899-900)

Now, accompanied for the last time by his friend, Menelaus walks silently
across the bronze threshold of his palace, "guarded by two aging lions"
(N, 909) .
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Extrapolating from the lion gate uncovered by Schliemann at the
site of ancient Mycenae, the city of Agamemnon which gave its name to
Bronze Age Greece, Kazantzakis creates a symbol which suggests both
the fall of that people and the reasons behind it: it is not Dorian iron alone
which makes possible their victory over a civilization far more advanced
than their own. The lion for them is no mere artifice to adorn threshold
or gate, -but a living symbol of their restlessness and strength, a symbol
wrested intact from their self-satisfied antagonists. Here the author im-
aginatively restructures the extant archaeological evidence, which indicates
that the Mycenaeans were indeed unprepared for the Dorian onslaught,
perhaps in part because they had grown soft, perhaps even because in
their regimented society there was discontent among the subjects themselves.
In Kazantzakis's Sparta, the working classes are so poor and dissatisfied that
they will surely not fight for their lords — as centuries later the Cretan
masses refused to resist the Turks on behalf of their Venetian masters.
At the games organized by his host in his honor, Odysseus offends both
noble and worker by awarding the prize to the "boys of myriad seed"
(IV, 621), bastard sons of Spartan women and men from the north,
whose play ignores all the rules and swiftly runs into brutal combat:

"I give this bitter wreath of manliness and freedom
not to the poor who thunder idly and spout words,
nor to the lustrous noble youths who strut and crow
as though all earth were a dancing floor and mind a garden —
I crown instead those heads that were blood-broken in battle !"

(IV, 789-93)

From their mixed blood will someday develop a great new civilization,
a series of restless forms that we perhaps erroneously call Classical.

In all of this, Kazantzakis's metaphor is dose to historical possibilities.
However, there is no real proof, not even from the many excavations
conducted since the publication of the Odyssey, to support his conception
of a peaceful opening to this northern invasion. As it is, we are not even
sure of who the Dorians were or where precisely they came from, or just
when or how they conquered the kingdoms of Mycenae. We know for
certain only that all the walled cities of the mainland — except for
Athens — were destroyed by fire, one after the other, starting most likely
with those in the north and the west, and that the final victims at least had a
good deal of warning and that their most careful precautions could not
prevent their destruction. Their unpreparedness, it seems, was not a matter
of effort or time, but one of people and perhaps of motivation. The crude
iron swords of the invaders were not, as we sometimes think, harder than
the bronze weapons opposed to them; but bronze was more rare than iron,
a sign, among other things, of influence and prestige, and in Mycenae
only an elite was actually armed. The armed Dorian masses must have
simply overwhelmed them. In this sense too, then, Kazantzakis may be
closer than we realize to the symbolic truth of these uncertain events.
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For when Menelaus invites the newcomers into his realm, he heightens
our sense of his own unfitness and of the impending doom of his people.

King and kingdom are inextricably bound in this scheme, the former's
vitality both cause and effect of the life of his subjects. And Menelaus,
"like a stout gelded ram with twisted horns" (IV,379), is spiritually
sterile, so that his divided kingdom can bear no more fruit: the land
remains fertile, but the people will soon die — " 'because your loins are
drained, 0 king, your heart has shrunk,/ and now new hearts and loins
shall inundate the earth' " (III, 1182-3). As the poet perceives them,
the Dorians are a kind of fertility force which will eventually renew life
in Sparta. For a time, the war in Troy had reinvigorated the old mainland
kingdoms — " 'a raging war that opened minds and widened seas,' " in
the words of Odysseus (IV, 954) — but now only their own destruction
can lead to renewal.

It is strangely fitting that Odysseus, who has already rejected his own
preordained role as monarch and symbol, should be the one to recall the
ancient order that, in the end, the king must die if the people will live.
When he himself finally dies, a lifetime away from his kingdom in Ithaca,
it will not be to save that people alone but to save himself and perhaps,
in the dying, to save all of us Like other Kazantzakian heroes, he offers
a way of life and of death that has overtones beyond his own being,
something more than a mere fertility god can command. For the moment,
however, he can do little more than repudiate forever the values retained
by his host by running off with his wife to Crete, home of the oldest fer-
tility rites, ruled over by "the all-holy mother" (V, 278), "dread Mother
of men and beasts" (V, 730). His first act there is to barter, for clothing
and food, Menelaus's parting gift, a golden symbol of Zeus, the god of
hospitality and friendship who rules Homer's Odyssey: it is a long way
from Homer's god-fearing Odysseus to this "heaven-baiter" (V, 427),
but the road before him remains equally long.

III

When Odysseus confronts his rebellious subjects in Ithaca, he is wel-
comed by the elders among them "with reverential fear." Praise the Im-
mortals, they cry, for now " 'your orphaned island ... shall bloom once
more and the stones sprout with grass' " (I, 370-3). Ironically, as both he
and they realize, he has returned not only legitimacy but death to Ithaca.
Still, monarch and elders alike retain their faith in the ancient fertility
formula: whatever prosperity there may have been during the king's long
absence, it is only in his presence that the land can flower in truth. An
analogous situation prevails in Sparta, where the sterility of Menelaus in
no way affects nature; it simply dries up the souls of his subjects. What
Odysseus believes in, in short, is a formula less literal than that of The
Waste Land: fertility to him is a function of the spirit alone, and not of
the landscape. This is nowhere more evident than in the wasteland of
Minoan Crete, where Odysseus and Helen are driven by a storm.
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But Odysseus realizes that in a sense he has been heading for Crete
all along, at least since the old Cretan minstrel, warning him against con-
tentment with Ithaca, sang of that " 'living land whose entrails are still
burning,/ where still the bull-sun mounts her like a cow each dawn "
(II, 1343-4). The catalogue of ships in the Iliad lists eighty vessels from
Crete, under King Idomeneus, in the fleet that sails against Troy, a force
inferior only to those of Agamemnon's Mycenae and Nestor's Pylos —
only a dozen ships followed Odysseus from Ithaca and the surrounding
lands. Neither homer nor his sixth-century Athenian editors, however,
are likely to have understood this traditional reference, for, by Homer's
time, Crete had become a backwater, with virtually no remaining trace of
its former magnificence. Thus, idomeneus and the Cretans play only a
minor role in the Trojan siege; even at that date, several centuries before
Homer, Minoan Crete had begun to decline, so that the brilliant empire
which Odysseus and Helen now find is a kind of literary anachronism.

For here, too, Kazantzakis interprets the historical facts — such as
they are — with great ingenuity. At a time when most authorities errone-
ously believed with Sir Arthur Evans that the Mycenaean cities were
colonies of Crete, Kazantzakis perceived that they were separate states —
contemporaneous for a time but distinct in style and structure — and that
although the religion and art of the mainland had been strongly influenced
by the Minoans, Mycenae at some point might well have conquered and
governed Knossos. Only recently have archaeologists and historians generally
come to accept this viewpoint. Kazantzakis also telescopes time, as in
Homer, so that Idomeneus and Odysseus appear as contemporaries although
the originals must have lived centuries apart. As a result, he shows us a
Crete tar more powerful than Homer could have imagined, a purely Minoan
civilization at the height of its power and decadence, before its conquest
by Mycenae and long before the natural disasters which would destroy it
completely.' In this scheme, it is Odysseus who conquers Knossos, creating
a new kingdom in which both Mycenae and Crete may be potentially
renewed, a kingdom with a Dorian presence as well. But he will leave
this place too, as he previously abandoned Ithaca and Sparta; his search
is for something greater than empire or even national renewal:

5 The dates of Minoan Crete's greatness and fall remain very much in question,
as do the causes of that fall. Evans dates the destruction of the palace of Minos at
1400 B.C., more than a century before the height of Mycenaean civilization; according
to Blegen, however, it was some time after 1200 B.C. that Knossos was destroyed
by a Dorian invasion, more than two centuries after it came under the aegis of
Mycenae. The legendary date for the capture of Troy, probably more or Less
accurate, is 1184 B.C., some two or three centuries before Homer. A recent theory,
based on excavations on the nearby island of Thera (Santorini), suggests that the
destruction of the palaces of Crete was caused not by Mycenaean or Dorian invasion
but by natural disaster — a tidal wave caused by an earthquake on Thera. The
entire area is obviously very much in flux; what is astonishing is Kazantalcis's
insight into the area long before much evidence had been developed.
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. . . many-breasted, shameless, nude, Crete's body spread
her practiced thighs amid the waves, swarming with merchants
. . . [who) sauntered on the quays adorned
like birds with peacock plumes and bracelets of pure gold.
These acrid captains ate and drank till their guts burst,
they'd seen all, kissed and drained their bodies dry with lust,
till drenched in fine perfumes, fluttering their feathery fans,
they swooned now in the firm embrace of their black slaves.
Their fingers were all rotted, but their rings remained,
their empty loins were withered, but their thin skulls shone
with wide-eyed sophistry and brimmed with mocking smiles.
In their plush homes, the gods, demeaned to bric-a-brac,
cooped up like parrots in their cages of gold bars,
were hung in windows where with human voice they squawked
and cackled back those words which they were taught to say.

(V, 299-314)

The old bard was mistaken: the bull-god no longer mounts the female
island. On Crete — a land abundant in riches and so refined in its art that
it values form over content, birthplace of the most ancient fertility
rites — the gods too have been prostituted to commerce. The time-honored
forms continue to be observed, but they are occasions now for popular
entertainments and love-games for the ladies of the court. Religion on
Crete has degenerated into art, art into deception and perversity. The king
has withered but refuses to die, and so arranges the ritual that he will seem
to the people to have been reborn. And the Mother Goddess acquiesces in
the deception. In the autumn, he must submit to the goddess in the great
cave on Mount Dikte in which Cretan Zeus was once born. Powerful
kings in the past often failed to return from the hazardous rite, but when
Idomeneus submits his "rotten loins," his "empty bones" and "putrid
flesh" to the god in the cave (V, 570-5), there will be no danger for
him — and no renewal Like Menelaus, he is both cause and effect of his
people's decay, but putrescence here is far more advanced than in Sparta.
As a street peddler informs Odysseus and Helen,

"the Bull-God gulped our kings only in ancient times,
for now they've learned to be on good terms with the gods
and climb unruffled toward them, bearing golden towers,
for learn, the gods are merchants now and strike hard bargains."

(V, 584-7)

The myth has been perverted, but its symbolism remains. The land
will be renewed, but only after the death of the king and the scourging
of the palace by fire — for " 'fire is good when governed by man's inner
light' " (VII, 626); and a new, virile king will replace him — Hardihood,
the red-haired bronzesmith from Ithaca, promised this post by his captain
because he would not sacrifice Helen to save their ship from a storm. And
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Helen, too, through her part in the ritual, has at last been fulfilled.
Idomeneus has chosen her to be his bride, to lie within the hollow cow
of bronze onto which he will mount, on his head "the skull of a black
bull ... on which two golden horns stood stiff and flashed in light"
(VI, 118-9). But no phallic mask can blunt the truth of his impotence,
and his place is soon filled by the blond palace gardener who had once
brought her water. Bearing his Dorian child, she is content to remain on
Crete, all memories of Spartan aristocracy forgotten, only dimly recalling
"those brave youths who died at Troy for her sweet sake" (VII, 944) —
a kind of earth mother brought in the end to earth. Once her sensuality,
like that of Odysseus, seemed ready to taste all experience, to engulf the
whole world, but now she is pleased just to rest with her child in her
symbolic garden. She barely sees her old friend as he bids her farewell,
and no thoughts pass through her mind. For "woman's flesh is an unable,
transient thing" (V, 538), and her soul is caught in her flesh "man's soul
perched, an eagle's nest, high in the head,/ and woman's soul lay brooding
deep between two breasts" (V, 720-1).

Parting for Odysseus is more bitter, for once he had been tempted
to live with Helen, to abandon his crew in mid-sea and make a home
of their ship, to "fondle her with pride,/ and in her womb entrust a son
that one day would surpass him" (V, 163-4). 6 Like Jesus in The Last
Temptation of Christ, Kazantzakis's finest novel, he overcomes this vision
of sensual home life and easy immortality, but he cannot help being
envious of her gardener. In the heated atmosphere of Knossos, his sen-
suousness in every respect is more intense than ever before; but here, too,
he submits his passions to a certain intellectual control. To the rebellious
workers and slaves of Crete, freedom means an opportunity to indulge
in the joys of the senses as their masters have done; to Odysseus, however,
freedom to enjoy the flesh is a means of rising above it. " `My mind is not
a gentle lamb that feeds on grass,' " he rebukes a censorious friend, " `but
like a hawk hunts flesh and blood to sprout with wings' " (VI, 722-3).
His entire odyssey is an effort to sprout wings, its symbol an artifact

6 When he first sees Helen on his return to Sparta, Odysseus denies that he
had ever been one of her suitors —"he had never longed to embrace lascivious
Helen," he contends (III, 670)— thus rejecting that version of the myth in which
he is the author of the pact which binds the unsuccessful suitors to eventual war
against her abductor. His denial is probably related to his belief that -she may be a
kind of spiritual exemplar; thus he questions her with fascination about the growing
legend that only her "empty shade" had been present at Troy (III, 839), while her
physical form waited out the war elsewhere, most likely in Egypt. She answers
ambiguously, yet she "rejoiced to hear/how swift her legend spun on fantasy's fast
spindle,/for it had been no shade that stretched on soft divans,/no shade that cried
out with delight in tight embrace ..." (IV, 1097-1100). Another modern variant
of the legends surrounding Helen in Egypt, more humorous but with some of the
same philosophical undertones, appears in John Barth's "Menelaiad," one of the
loosely related stories in Lost in the Fanhouse. Cf. H. D.'s Helen in Egypt and
George Seferis's "Helen."
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mysteriously acquired from a street vendor who suddenly appears and
then vanishes, bearing with him knowledge of the court and of human
nature — an ivory god "with seven towering heads piled on each other,
worn/ by myriads of caressing hands and pilgrim lips" (V, 589-90 ) . In it,
Odysseus sees a universal symbol that he had overlooked in his earlier
travels, as well as a concrete sign of his own spiritual journey, of his labor
to reach above his body to his soul and beyond — to reach from the bottom-
most physical depths of

. . . the most coarse head, a brutal base of flesh,
swelled like a bloated beast bristling with large boar-tusks
and . . . fortified with veins as thick as horns

(V, 598-600),

up to the etherealized topmost head,

. . . crystal-clear, translucent, light,
[which] had no ears or eyes, no nostrils, mouth, or brow
for all its flesh had turned to soul, and soul to air!

(V, 627-9) .

In his long progression from Ithaca to the South Pole, from the
atavistic rage with which he slaughters the suitors to the pure spirit of
his own death, in his movement away from a selfish concern for his own
affairs to a growing compassion for all suffering men, to a final recogni-
tion that immortality can be achieved only through individual effort,
Odysseus blazes the path that all men must follow who wish to overcome
death. To pass beyond death, he discovers, we first must learn " 'that life
is not man's highest or even his noblest good' " (VII, 1203) . In a series
of legends and dreams, Odyssean man confronts and finally conquers death,
conquers at least that fear of death that so often vitiates life. In the first
of these, to pass the time and to strengthen the hearts of the crew on their
first day out from the known world of Ithaca, the piper Orpheus sings
of two worms which have courageously survived famine and frost and the
flood, and to whom a malignant God has at last sent Death:

"Death took his sharpest knives, crawled down into the cave,
crept close beside the two small worms and spread his feet
to warm himself by the hearthstones and spy with greed
on the pair's simple and calm gossip around the fire.
And when the male worm saw him there, his small heart froze,
but he said nothing, for fear his wife might faint with fright,
and when night fell at length and they lay down to sleep
the worm crawled slowly, careful not to waken Death,
and in the darkness hugged his mate in tight embrace.
Death's dry bones glowed with light in the erotic dark
but he woke not nor felt the two warm bodies merge;
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the male worm then took heart and in his wife's ear whispered:
With one sweet kiss, dear wife, we've conquered

conquering Death !' "
(III, 169-81)

In the sequel which Odysseus sings on the following day — for " `I, too,
lay stretched in that dark cave when Lord Death came !'" (III, 217) —
the suffering, Job-like worm climbs a mountain to beat his drum in God's
own face: " 'why, you Murderer,' " he yells, " 'must you slay our
children? Why?' " (III, 405) . When God's only answer is the force
and rage of His lightning-like old bronze sword, Job-worm turns, draws
from his belt his own iron " 'black-hilted sword,/ rushed up and slew that
old decrepit god in heaven !' " (III, 430-1). Underlying all the Jobian
heroes of Kazantzakis's late novels is this figure of the Nietzschean rebel
who slays his worthless divinity.

" 'And now, my gallant lads — I don't know when or how —
that worm's god-slaying sword has fallen into my hands;
I swear that from its topmost iron tip the blood still drips !'"

(III, 432-4)

Finally, just before Odysseus himself slays the corrupt mercantile gods
of Crete, his old comrade, Death, "weary from wandering all night long,"
stretches out alongside him, throws "his bony hands across the archer's
chest," and sleeps.

Death slept and dreamt that man indeed, perhaps, existed
that houses rose on earth, perhaps, kingdoms and castles,
that even gardens rose and that beneath their shade
court ladies strolled in languor and handmaidens sang.
He dreamt there was a sun that rose, a moon that shone,
a wheel of earth that turned and every season brought,
perhaps, all kinds of fruit and flowers, cooling rain and snow,
and that it turned once more, perhaps, till earth renewed.
But Death smiled secretly in sleep for he knew well
this was but dream, a dappled wind, toy of his weary mind,
and unperturbed, allowed this evil dream to goad him.
But slowly life took courage, and the wheel whirled round,
earth gaped with hunger, sun and rain sank in her bowels,
unnumbered eggs hatched birds, the world was filled with worms,
until a packed battalion of beasts, men and thoughts
set out and pounced on sleeping Death to eat him whole.
A human pair crouched in his nostrils' heaving caves
and lit and fed a fire, then set up house and cooked,
and from his upper lip hung down their new son's cradle.
Feeling his nostrils tingling and his pale lips tickled,
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Death suddenly shook and tossed in sleep, and
the dream vanished.

For a brief moment Death had fallen asleep and dreamt of life.
(VI, 1271 -92)

The vision blurs, and we are uncertain whether this is dream or
reality, but the cycle at least is complete: whether Death resides in the
caves of man or man in his, the relationship between life and death —
between dream and reality — is more intense and immediate than we may
like to accept. To Odysseus, however, as to Kazantzakis, it is this connection
which gives meaning to life and potential value to individual lives. Mark
Twain, in the bitterness of his lonely old age, posited a universe in which
all life is dream, all without meaning, in which no one man need bear
any responsibility or guilt.' To Kazantzakis, solipsism is no such means
of escape but a challenge to accept responsibility — for oneself, above all,
but for others as well — indeed, for the entire universe.

The fertility myths of Minoan Crete, which the poet bases on tradi-
tional patterns derived from the work of Evans at Knossos and from The
Golden Bough, and the still more original legends conjured by the artist
Orpheus, by Odysseus and perhaps even by God, prove above all the need
for involvement in life — even if life itself is a dream, especially if it is.
But fertility, in what may be Kazantzakis's most imaginative insight into
these myths, is not a function primarily of nature, but a stage in the
development of the human soul. Leaving behind Crete and experiences
far beyond those envisioned by Homer, the hero is only a third of the
way through his odyssey.

N

His experiences in Egypt seem at first glance a replica of those on
Crete; again, he is involved in rebellion against a decaying empire; again,
his enemies are gross sensuality and social injustice. The implications here,
however, are less truly mythic and more overtly political than on Crete;
the only renewal that is possible in this ancient land is one of the flesh.
Perhaps it is pity for suffering mankind that leads Odysseus to join the
rebels, perhaps simply his own inner voice; yet he recognizes now that
he belongs truly with neither adversary, neither with starving commoners
nor with decadent nobles. This realization marks a new point in his political
career. The failed rebellion in Egypt — the forces of Pharoah are far too
entrenched for the outcasts to depose — represents the last time that he
will act in unison with others, but it is not his last political act. He has still
to build his own ideal state and then to repudiate that, too.

Abandoning Crete, Odysseus leaves behind him a final warning to
Hardihood, the bronzesmith who succeeds Idomeneus as king. " 'If the

See especially The Mysterious Stranger (1898).
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soul falls once more to belly,' " he threatens, " 'and your slaves/ begin to
groan, your lords to roister and carouse,/ I'll swoop on this rich land to
loot and kill again !' " (VIII, 878-80) In Egypt he begins to learn that
all such actions are futile; not simply that Hardihood's rule will inevitably
decay and that he too will fail — as he does — but that man cannot be saved
through political deeds alone, that salvation lies not in society but in each
of its members. The victory of Pharoah is a concrete sign that even the
most corrupt social orders may well outlast all their would-be reformers.
It is a sign as well that Kazantzakis himself had passed beyond Marxist
doctrine into that highly subjective realm that he called Meta-Communism,
a region in which the individual soul comes before all considerations of
state, in which "economic emancipation is but a means for the psychological
and spiritual emancipation of man." a When his ideal city is destroyed by an
earthquake — a demonstration of the true natural order — Odysseus
acknowledges finally that he can save only himself. Thus, Christ-like, he
may help save us all.

Myth blurs into politics in these middle books, politics into a philos-
ophy of life, as the "flame-eyed leader" (XII, 444), the "much-suffering"
(XIV, 1069) "demon-driven man" (XII, 127) leads the defeated hordes
out of Egypt through the deserts to the south and into the jungles of
Africa. Those following him now are the dregs of society, the disaffected
and alien.

"Here on the sands I cut a line with my iron sword:
behind lies slavery and our fat grain-mother earth,
before lies liberty and hunger. Weigh both well.
He who has never killed or stolen or not betrayed
or murdered in his mind, let him now rise and leave !
Who in his heart of hearts still whispers, 'I like this earth,
and spacious is man's head to hold me' — let him leave!
We in the wilderness shall shape a rutting god
stifling with liberty and hunger, blood and brains.
Place your hearts well within the scales and search your loins:
we too won't bear that man who can't bear God's grim face !"

70-80)

African tribesmen teach them to hunt, initiate them into their rituals,
fall on them for their prey. They halt at last at the source of the Nile —

a The passage is from Kazantzakis's famous "Apologia," written in 1924 after
his arrest by the Cretan authorities for alleged radicalism; cited in Helen Kazantzakis,
p. 569. Typically, Kazantzakis chose neither extreme but created a new one of his
own. As he indicated to his future wife some months before visiting Russia, "I've
finished the essay on Metakommunismus that I wrote you about.... It's a big
rupture with Communism—not in a backward direction, of course, but terrifyingly
forward. All my Communist friends will be furious. Those who are in agreement
will misinterpret once more." Athens, December 13, 1926; cited in Helen Kazan-
tzakis, p. 155.
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the Ithacan is presumably the first European to reach this fabled place —
where they will build their city. But Odysseus must first climb the holy
mountain, and for seven days — roughly corresponding in their progres-
sion to the seven-headed god of the Cretan peddler — he communes like
Moses, like Jesus, like Zarathustra, with God in His solitude.

In Book XIV, Kazantzakis develops what his translator calls "the
core of his ascetic philosophy, further amplified and more clearly system-
atized in ... Spiritual Exercises: Salvatores Dei." 9 But this is not the end
of the hero's spiritual development, for he does not yet understand all
the lessons to be learned on the mount. He has yet to overcome hope.
True, Odysseus does forever repudiate tradition (" `Earth has no need of
you, the past does not return"— XIV, 342) ; he does merge with and
finally free himself from the force of his ego, of the race, of mankind as
a whole and his pre-human ancestry, of the lowliest creatures of earth
(" `for I have hidden wings,/ I grow with the wild hawks and dance with
the swift gulls"... But night has fallen, the aery chase has ended
now ...' " — XIV, 868-72). He has himself become almost godlike, his
soul very nearly freed of his body, but he is not yet fully reconciled with
either his own nature or with that of the universe. Only at the end of
Book XXIV does he possess the insight to confront the abyss without
expectation of success.; this is the final step in the philosophical progression
detailed in the earlier Spiritual Exercises.

The wheel of earth within him turned, and his god glowed
nor seemed a mighty beast now nor almighty foe
to break a lance with on the earthen threshing floor,
nor yet a bridegroom to merge sweetly with man's heart.

(XIV, 1063-66)

Down below, at the base of the mountain, his shipmate Kentaur, the very
type of sensuality, has similarly learned to transcend his body in his new-
found concern for the welfare of others. But sensuality in him has turned
to a kind of sentimental idealism. "The spirit of love" (XIV, 1391)
which motivates him now is the final reach that these others, earthbound
still, can achieve; it is a great accomplishment indeed, but Odysseus must
go further still.

He comes down off the mountain to formulate his ideal plans for his
ideal state, plans derived, as Friar points out, "from various elements in
Plato's Republic, St. Augustine's The City of God, and More's Utopia," 10

plans for a socialist state in which there will be no family life to distract
man from his higher duty, in which the old and useless will be allowed
to die and give place to the virile and young, in which workers will be
honored and above them the warriors and highest still the intellectuals
and artists — "the mind-battlers, the full fruit of strife" (XV, 544). The

Friar, p. 795.
1° Friar, p. 798.
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"great lawmaker" (XV, 581) does not hesitate to build this new world
from afresh, "to re-create the very world God shaped" (XV, 649). "'If
you would rule the world,' " he perceives, " 'model yourself on God' "
(XV, 602). His error is not here, in this seeming hubris, but elsewhere,
on the mount, where he has failed to perceive the signs of his inevitable
failure.

Surely he had warning enough. For on that mountain peak he had
seen his ancestral fates, each one impelling him forward. First Tantalus,
"that unappeased, unsated soul" (XIV, 385), had cried out in pain,
" 'I see betrayal in your eyes — you want to plunge roots now!' " (XIV,
390) Then Heracles, "the much-wounded form" (XIV, 432), " `man's
great daemonic soul' " (XIV, 398), had urged, "'The final labor still
remains — kneel, aim, and shoot!' " (XIV, 425) Finally, there was Pro-
metheus, whose refusal to bow to the will of Zeus is recalled by the worm's
resistance to God; " 'the hard flint of the mind,' " Odysseus calls him,
"'that soul who raised my low brow toward the sun' " (XIV, 539-40).
He too, in a marvelous extrapolation from traditional myth, warns his
"grandson" against being too easily content:

"I've not illumined or saved the world ! My life went lost !
God's lightning flash turned into brain, and the brain rose;
I, too, rushed up like God, seized day, made men,
licked them with flame, thrust in their brains a spark of light,
placed knives within their fists and hopes within their hearts
then spread my deep arms wide and loosed them on the earth:
'Children of earth and fire, beloved clay, push on !'
But all my troops forsook me and my sons betrayed me,
now see to what I've come, 0 Grandson, where spite cast me:
I'm nailed to memory's sleepless rock and shout in pain.
Alas, I could not finish life's most glorious task !"

(XIV, 555-65)

Thus far Odysseus too has come, but to him remains the ultimate task:

"Beyond all flame and light, beyond even. Death, my son,
the final labor, the last ax, still gleams with blood."

(XIV, 580-1)

But Odysseus misreads the signs: they point not to his ideal city,
not to an act of society, however much it may remedy injustice. Odysseus
is being too easily satisfied, more like sentimental Kentaur than he would
care to acknowledge. He needs not further companions, as he seems now
to believe, but solitude, movement beyond rather than entry into social
concerns. He must sink no new roots, for no city, no matter how high its
towers or utopian its structure, can protect man from the hostile forces
that threaten him everywhere. The city must fall, for it bears the seeds
of its own destruction; its founder indeed, each of its inhabitants —
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must go his own way; he must in the end become himself like God, " 'that
dark beast . . . who mounts eternally' " (XIV, 1034). The final act of men
within society is superceded by the final act of man without.

On the mind's death-scorched rock, narrow, ephemeral,
struck by all times and spaces, thrashed by all the gods,
the daring Act hews down the woods, builds sturdy ships
and strives to cross the abyss like a dark sea, to save
its precious cargo, its much-wounded, bleeding God.

(XIV, 1349-53)

His city fallen, Odysseus becomes an ascetic, famed throughout the con-
tinent, and begins his final journey southward to the sea.

V

The complex myths of Mycenae, of Minoan Crete and of Egypt —
once-mighty empires which bear witness to the inevitable decay of all
institutions and to the need in our time for a new fertility — give way in
these final books to a more simple and obvious form of allegory. There are
no great mythic adventures in this part of the narrative, no powerful
nations to be reformed, no people to be uplifted. The hero encounters now
not whole cultures but individuals, character types representing the last
temptations that he must resist on his slow, difficult ascent to pure spirit.
Politics are behind Odysseus forever, simply another temptation that has
been overcome; before him now is the need to master himself, to overcome
all the needs of the body, to dissolve into mist. The one great flaw of the
epic is here. Books XVI-XXII are clearly necessary to the development of
the overall theme, and there is no falling off in the power of the verse;
yet, somehow, there seem to be too many episodes too closely related,
episodes so highly symbolic that they are hardly believable, and we may
justifiably wonder why they could not be more effectively condensed. The
poet had cut the more than 42,000 verses of the original versions to the
33,333 that now stand; perhaps he should have cut further, and given us,
say, eighteen books instead of twenty-four. 11

It is not that we object to the allegorical technique per se, or even
to its repeated use in the poem, for we have seen it before, often in perfect

11 When his companion would protest that the epic was overly long and its
episodes repetitive, the poet would reply, unperturbed, "Don't forget that I am
Oriental — Orientals repeat themselves." Interview with Helen Kazantzakis. But
Kimon Friar has argued that this is not such a defect. "I can't agree with you,"
he has written this author, "that the flaw of the epic lies after Book XVI. Indeed,
I infinitely prefer the Odyssey in the later half, after the engulfing of his Ideal
City, after the action of the first part. It seems to me that the figures he meets are
not so obviously symbolic as you make them out to be, and that the poetry not
only does not fall off but increases in power and beauty." Eretria, Evia, Greece,
December 12, 1972.
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balance with the narrative as mythic and political statement. From the
start, for example, we recognize that the members of Odysseus' crew are
primarily symbolic types, representing on the one hand the traditional
values of Ithaca and, on the other, the changing nature of the world out-
side. Kentaur the good-natured sensualist, Orpheus the poet deluded by
his own song, and humane Captain Clam, "a shaggy, battered old sea-wolf"
(II, 744), are characters who would be at home in any Kazantzakis novel,
who might almost have appeared in Homer. Theirs are the most enduring
qualities of human nature that Odysseus will need to surpass. The other
crew members, however, seem purely allegorical: Granite, a great lord's
son who has given up his inheritance, embodiment of the old order of
affairs; Hardihood, the bronzesmith who has learned also to work in iron,
a transitional figure; and Rocky, the shepherd from Sparta, the new breed
which will inherit the earth for a time. Virtually indistinguishable in
personality, as in name, these latter figures represent broad historical
forces that are outside human nature. But Odysseus must move beyond
them too.

We discover a similar progression and a similar need in the various
symbolic groupings that Kazantzakis creates. The fabled worm becomes a
Cretan peasant. The athletic games of Menelaus's Sparta turn into the
Cretan ritual in which spirit contests against flesh. The three temptations
of Homer's Odysseus — Calypso, Circe, Nausicaa — become the three
daughters of Idomeneus: one a rebel against her father's rule, another a
temple prostitute in the service of that rule, the third a virgin desired by
her father for the fertility rite. (It is Phida, the eldest, who beheads the
king with the sacred two-headed labrys; his reign has grown so sterile that
he can provide no son to make the sacrifice for him.) The Cretan princesses,
in turn, devolve into the rebels against Pharoah, three young men who
encompass the qualities of revolutionaries everywhere (based on Lenin,
Stalin and Trotsky) and Rala, a young Jewish girl like those the poet had
known in Germany — she throws away her life in the unsuccessful rebel-
lion, but she lives on to begin anew; rebellion goes on eternally, the poet
implies, but not for Odysseus — the fiery yet gentle death of Captain Clam
foreshadows his own. The seven-headed god of the Cretan peddler, the
three daggers with which Odysseus is struck in a dream (symbolizing love
of woman, love of power and involvement in the affairs of the world and,
finally, love of life itself as opposed to death), the repeated dreams which
pursue the characters 12 — these, too, we recognize as essentially allegorical

18 Most of the dreams, of course, are those of Odysseus, e.g., as when he
dreams of Telemachus and NausicaR back in Ithaca and of their rebellious son,
the spiritual child of his grandfather and not of his docile parents. He thus con-
tinues the traditional pattern: Odysseus too abandoned the path of his father,
Laertes, and took instead that of Autolycus, his much maligned grandfather. It is
not mere metaphor, then, when Kazantzakis refers to El Greco as "grandfather."
This pattern is further developed in a reflexive dream that comes to Telemachus,
almost the mirror image of one of his father's dreams. "Longing to exorcise his
father and make him fade/once more like spinning foam on the night-wandering
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and accept them as such; they are supplements to the central action and
do not detract from it. But the characters that Odysseus meets after the
fall of his city are themselves the principal action, and the allegory which
they help to develop is simply not compelling enough to maintain our
interest through some ten thousand lines of verse. Yet they do point the
way to the final voyage of the great sea-worn "light-archer" (XIX, 940),
the leader of men become in his age a solitary wanderer.

These allegorical figures represent in their negative example the
final spiritual stage that Odysseus must cross, an extended series of last
temptations. Among them are the Indian prince Motherth, recalling the
Buddha in his embrace of nothingness, and Margaro the courtesan, who
continues to affirm the values of love and of hope; Odysseus has learned
to reject both extremes, even his asceticism is a basically positive act and
not a denial of his essential humanity. But he knows full well the dangers
of that humanity. The unnamed blind hermit who seeks hungrily for an
answer to the meaning of life dies without answer, unable to accept the
fact that there is no answer, that life (earth/nature) is both question and
answer. But Odysseus is content:

"What shall I do with this complaining life of ours
that sometimes makes me laugh and sometimes makes me sigh?
I rub it with my fingers like a laurel leaf
until my flesh and mind both smell of laurel leaves."
Thus freed of man at length, the soul of the saved master
whistled a lonely shepherd's song in the sweet wilderness.

(XIX, 1012-17)

A minstrel sings of Prince Elias, who, unlike the hermit, has sought im-
mortality through warfare and song, whose lyre is dipped in the blood of
the seven sons who have died alongside him in battle. He sings on, but
curses life, for he has understood all too well that earth implacably
annihilates life. Listening to the minstrel's cruel song, Odysseus declares
that he is in truth its subject and that the song is a fiction. Coldly, the black
singer responds that in the reflexiveness of art and of life they may all
be one:

"What do I care about your life, ascetic archer?

wave," he dreams instead of Odysseus as an eagle, soaring high with his son clutched
in his claws. "An eagle's heart rose in his chest, his claws grew hard,/and on the
ancient eagle's neck he swayed with pride./`Father, my wings are strong now, drop
me from your claws"' But he is terrified by the swift descent, resists the paternal
challenge and forces himself to awake: "all seemed a dream,/a crazy thought new-
hatched in the deceiving night./But wild sleep now escaped him: all night long he
heard/two monstrous eagle wings that beat above his head" (I, 430-58). There
are obvious echoes here of The Lastt Temptation of Christ—albeit ironically—
of the myth of Daedalus and Icarus and of both primitive and Freudian/Jungian
attitudes toward dream.
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What do I care what's false or true, what's yours, what's mine?
It may well be, you fool, I've sung my own pain only!"

(XIX, 1421-3)

It may well be, the archer perceives, that the pain of all lives — hermit's,
warrior's, minstrel's — in the end is the same, that this definitive answer
to the riddle of life is no different from the riddle itself. At his own death,
he sees in "the crystal air" the "blood-soaked lyre" of Prince Elias;
" 'I'll pluck its chords,' " he says, " 'and play Life's great refrains to keep
Death entertained'" (XIX, 1266-8).

Captain Sole, whom Odysseus next encounters, seeks foolishly like
Don Quixote to achieve the impossible; the Lord of the Tower, who
follows him and seeks only personal pleasure, is devoid of ideals — they
represent two further extremes of civilization that Odysseus denies although
there is something within him of each of them. Once torn between his
humanity and his need for renewal, between his eroticism and compassion
on the one hand and his self-centered yearning for the soul on the other,
he is withdrawn now both from the naive idealist and from the super-
sophisticated hedonist. He is closer in fact to the primitive, to the eleven
sons of an African chieftain who have just killed their father in a time-
honored fertility rite. Determined, however, to break the traditional
pattern — not to kill off each other in a fight for the kingship, to leave
untouched the wives of their father — they have begun their own slow
movement toward civilization. And Odysseus in his mind, splattered with
the dead chief's blood, seems to move backward toward them — " 'Some-
where in dreams or in the slaughter's vertigo/ I hid in this dark wood,
I saw these dragon-sons/and with them slew our father, and with them
broke in dance.' " — and to move forward at the same time, to reach for
pure spirit and to recall primordial instinct. For " 'Time gapes unhinged' "
on this continent (XX,1204-7), and the progression of the young chiefs
is a microcosm of his own. To the primitive mind, he is the bearer of time,
the source of civilization, but he also brings with him age and death and
decay. He has become in a sense a force of nature, at one with the earth,
himself now part of the unanswerable riddle. He is ready now for the final
temptation — the example of Christ.

As he builds the boat that will take him to the South Pole, Odysseus,
an old man now, sees on the shore a band of fishermen and among them
"a slender virgin-lad with flaming fawnlike eyes" (XXI, 1130). Christ-
like, the young black fisherman responds to his comrades' cries for justice
by urging them to be patient, by rejecting their call for fiery rebellion.
He preaches love of one's brothers and love of the one true God, " 'the
pure soul that broods on the world's sacred egg' " (XXI, 1303), the
God whose grace alone can lead to eternal life and to man's eventual union
with the divine. The injustices of this life are unimportant, he tells them,
for "'Body and mind, both land and sea, are smoke and air,/ only this
final One still lives and reigns as God"' (XXI, 1301-2). On earth, the
eternal soul is alone supreme —" 'The body's but a bridge to pass through
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chaos' " (XXI, 1314). Odysseus is moved by his words but easily refutes
them; body and soul, he says, this world and the next, are equally good:

"Good are your words of love, but my mind walks the earth
with a bold stride, alone, and has no need of balms.

And I, too, pity both the soul and flesh of man,
and all the earth, our wretched mother, and God the father;
I pity them all and sing, I pass, and they pass with me."

(XXI, 1333-40)

His parting gift — what he has learned in his lifetime — is shattering both
to the lad's denial of this life and to the Christian faith in the afterlife:
" 'That man is free who strives on earth with not one hope !' " (XXI,
1351)" Ironically, that same heroic figure who in The Last Temptation
of Christ is compelled to resist the temptations of divinity and humanity
alike, himself becomes in the Odyssey the final, most alluring temptation
of all: the gentle Negro fisher-lad blurs into the Negro Tempter, sign of
the Archer's final victory in life. Kazantzakis is ever willing to reverse
himself and to extend metaphors as well as men beyond their apparent
limits.

Thus Odysseus sets sail for the Pole, epicenter of all spiritual life,"
bearing with him only some pomegranates presented by an aged whore,
the souls of the dead kept alive in his memory, and the Christ-like image
of the Tempter to be hung at the end on the mast, "as scarecrow for the
lower world" (XXIV, 1369). For days and months he sails, through
mist, through dream, through time. Finally, in Silence, mind and body
stripped of all life's accretions, he becomes one with God, "all end and
all beginning, present, future, past" (XXIV, 1331), fades slowly into mist.

At length the myth grew drowsy, curled by the hearth asleep,
and the world folded its vast wings and dropped its head;

the prodigal son now heard the song of all return
and his eyes cleansed and emptied, his full heart grew light,

13 "I do not hope for anything," reads Kazantzakis's tombstone in Iraklion,
"I do not fear anything. I am free."

14 "The mystic 'Center,' or the 'unvarying mean,' is the fixed point which all
symbolic traditions concur in designating as the `pole,' since the rotation of the earth
takes place around it. On the other hand, the pole is also identified with the zenith....
The 'unvarying mean' is, nevertheless, the cause of all change. The Chinese Book of
Changes shows that the continuous metamorphoses of matter are generated by the
great pole — a Oneness located far beyond all duality, beyond all occurrence, and
equated with the 'unmoved mover' of Aristotle." J. E. Cirlot, A Dictionary of
Symbols (New York, 1962), pp. 248-9. Cf. Edgar Allan Poe's Narrative of Arthur
Gordon Pym and Andre Gide's Urien's Voyage for other allegorical uses of the
sea journey to Antarctica.
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for Life and Death were songs, his mind the singing bird.

All the great body of the world-roamer turned to mist,
and slowly his snow-ship, his memory, fruit, and friends
drifted like fog far down the sea, vanished like dew.
Then flesh dissolved, glances congealed, the heart's pulse stopped,
and the great mind leapt to the peak of its holy freedom,
fluttered with empty wings, then upright through the air
soared high and freed itself from its last cage, its freedom.
All things like frail mist scattered till but one brave cry
for a brief moment hung in the calm benighted waters:
"Forward, my lads, sail on, for Death's breeze blows in

a fair wind !"
(XXIV, 1335-96)

VI

From the small beginnings provided by Homer and the Cyclical
Epics, by Dante's insight into the wanderer Odysseus as a symbol of man's
everlasting search for forbidden knowledge, 15 by old legends in Herodotus
and elsewhere of voyages by Phoenicians and Greeks beyond the Pillars
of Herades, Kazantzakis has created an epic that is rich in myth and in
symbol, in speculation about the nature of man and his universe, in plans
for expanding the force of our spiritual lives. In many ways, his effort
is more daring than Homer's, and in many ways it is more successful. Both
poets masterfully organize a vast body of complex and often contradictory
material; both attempt in a sense to transmit all the knowledge of their
times and to dramatize the universality inherent in seemingly local inci-
dents. Out of the inevitable aftermath to a petty conflict between histori-
cally minor kingdoms, Homer was able to fashion in the Odyssey a
document of universal import — not simply to tell us all there was to know

" See The Inferno, Canto XXVI, John Ciardi, trans.

not fondness for my son, nor reverence
for my aged father, nor Penelope's claim
to the joys of love, could drive out of my mind
the lust to experience the far-flung world
and the failings and felicities of mankind.

By substituting this "personification of centrifugal force" for the "centripetal,
homeward-bound figure" of Homer, Dante "made Ulysses symbolize the anarchic
element in those conflicts between orthodoxy and heresy, conservatism and pro-
gressivism, classicism and romanticism, which vexed his own time and were to vex
later epochs more tragically. When he condemned this Ulysses he condemned what
he thought to be a destructive force in society." Yet there is at the same time a
"paradoxical feeling of admiration which is evident in Dante's portrait of the
doomed hero...." W. B. Stanford, The Ulysses Theme (Oxford, 1954), pp. 181-2.
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in his time about the civilization of Bronze Age Greece, or to suggest its
continued impact on his own era some four or five centuries later. In
Odysseus he created a character who would stand for future ages as a
relevant symbol of man's enduring intellect — in both its positive and its
negative aspects — what W. B. Stanford has called "the untypical hero."
But Kazantzakis's endeavor is far more comprehensive than this — more
comprehensive because, on the simplest level, we know more today than
Homer did about the Bronze Age in the Aegean, because, in addition, Kaz-
antzakis's world is not confined to the Aegean and the immediately sur-
rounding areas, because there is no longer a single, unified body of
custom and lore that is shared by all readers. Freud, Jung, Frazer, Marx,
Nietzsche, Bergson and all those others who have molded our century,
and whom Kazantzakis has used in his Odyssey, present together a cultural
image that is infinitely more diverse and far-reaching than is apparent in
Homer.

For Homer, a single theme — hospitality and its abuses — can serve
as a determinant of all the principal events, and provide a kind of con-
tinuing norm against which to judge characters and acts. Zeus, after all,
is the god of hospitality, and in this peripatetic, sea-faring society no
principle is more highly valued — and no man is more outcast than the
one who abuses the obligations of guest or of host (Paris, Polyphemus,
the suitors). The rules hold good even today throughout Greece. So much
of Homer, in fact, is dependent upon the Greek experience that whatever
universality arises from the original Odyssey seems a direct outgrowth of
that experience. But Kazantzakis, no less steeped in the culture and values
of Greece, is less limited to insular Greece for his themes. Moreover, there
is an almost picaresque quality to Homer's great epic; surely there is
a pattern to the hero's wanderings, yet we may suspect that certain landfalls
at least are largely coincidental, more a function of plot than of the devel-
opment of theme. The movement of Kazantzakis's hero, however — in
myth and in symbol as well as in spiritual development — is an artfully
wrought progression that has about it an air of inevitability, as if the long
journey from Ithaca to the Antarctic were one that all men, symbolically
at least, must undertake. Perhaps, finally, Kazantzakis, in his much longer
poem, does nod somewhat more than Homer, but his narrative on the
whole is wonderfully sustained, as entertaining in general as anything in
Homer, often deeply moving when we hear it read aloud. The Odyssey:
A Modern Sequel derives from Homer, to be sure, but it is not bound to
or intimidated by the original. Kazantzakis is not Homer's imitator but
his rival.

Certainly there is no work in modern times — not even Ulysses or
Finnegan: Wake — which more effectively dramatizes the intellectual and
spiritual forces that have shaped our era, or which gives us a better sense
of what we are and what we might yet become. For Kazantzakis's Odysseus
is very different from Homer's — different as well from the heroes of
Joyce, Dante, Tennyson and all those others who have used him as symbol
of enduring contemporary man. It is not simply that the literary back-
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ground to this latest Odysseus is denser than in any of his predecessors, or
even that the philosophical overtones emanating from him are more
profound and compelling. The difference has to do with the nature of
myth: this Odysseus, unlike all those others, is both self-conscious subject
and creator of myths, as well as, in the end, the destroyer of outmoded
mythologies, even of those in which he himself has a part, especially of
those in which he is protagonist.

Early in his travels, Odysseus is still willing to play at becoming god.
It is a few days out from Ithaca, and his ship has put in to land in search
of food and water. There, alongside a stream, "pushing a curly bull-calf in
the stream to cool it," a young maiden appears before him.

"A god has chanced to find me by this stream," she thought;
I bend and bow low to his grace, his will be done."
The swift mind-reader felt the maiden's fear and joy:
"Yes, you've divined it, lovely lass, I'm a sea-god
who saw you far off from the waves and leapt ashore
so that the thighs of god and man might meet in love."

In return, he offers her immortality.

". . . in nine months' time, I swear,
I'll lie upon your lap once more and touch your lips;
an infant god shall suck your breasts, your house shall shine."

This is pure opportunism, of course, hucksterism almost; yet in this an-
thropomorphic world, a world so ripe with fertility that any natural
object — swan, bull or falling leaf — may be the source of new life,
somehow it works. As the girl follows him back to the ship, "flowers sprang
up from sterile sands wherever she passed" (III, 483-547).

By the end of his travels, however, Odysseus is Less willing to play
at the god-making game, for the gods, he has come to realize, " 'are like
countless birds that pass above our heads/and the mind soon confuses
their harsh cries and wings' " (XXI, 461-2). Becoming a god is no sub-
stitute for being a man. On the south African coast, he learns of a band
of exiled Cretans and the icon of the "great god" (XXI, 445) that they
carry with them, a god whose worship has spread like human fire among
the African tribesmen.

"... that Cretan demon of the sea
with all his visible attributes and secret name:
A sea-cap like an upright prow, a flaming beard,
a curved bow in his huge hands as he stoops to kneel;
some in their prayers call him 'Savior,' and some 'Slayer,'
but in their secret hymns the priests cry out 'Odysseus!' "
The archer frowned and bit his tongue, that from his lips
his savage mocking laughter might not burst in peals,
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"I've been reduced to a god and walk the earth like myth!"
(XXI, 467-511)

The man who misuses myth in order to play at divinity is like the
artist who believes in his own false creations. Orpheus the piper, "wine-
dreg of God" (V, 424), misleads the Cretan king with his song in order
to keep the rebellion alive; his art is deceptive but useful in the overall
scheme.' Later, however, he himself is misled by the rhythms of his
voice, by the miracles that he appears to have called forth, by the tale he
has concocted of a new, healing god; thinking to become god himself,
he forsakes the friends who need him and thus loses his value as both artist
and man. But no such fate can befall Odysseus, the artist and mythmaker.

The poet's Prologue to the Sun invokes man as artist controlling his
own destiny; " the final words of Odysseus enjoin us all to follow the
difficult path of the man who would be free of the prisons of life and of
death alike; the Epilogue, spoken this time by the Sun, mourns the loss
of the free-spirited man, commemorates his going:

Then the earth vanished, the sea dimmed, all flesh dissolved,
the body turned to fragile spirit and spirit to air,
till the air moved and sighed as in the hollow hush
was heard the ultimate and despairing cry of Earth,
the sun's lament, but with no throat or mouth or voice:
"Mother, enjoy the food you've cooked, the wine you hold,
Mother, if you've a rose-bed, rest your weary bones,
Mother, I don't want wine to drink or bread to eat —
today I've seen my loved one vanish like a dwindling thought."

(14-22)

Whether he dissolves into mist like Odysseus, or remains to deal with
the affairs of earth, man as artist can create his own mythology, can control
the progress of his life and the life of mankind. Odysseus impels us to
be the masters of our own myths, to make of our lives a work of art that
is worthy of belief. This is the central theme of The Odyssey: A Modern
Sequel, and indeed of all Kazantzakis's life and art.

1° VII, 1128. The episode described below is in XIII, 510-700. An earlier
scene on Crete dramatizes the illusory and potentially misleading quality of art.
Back from the charade in the Diktean cave, Idomeneus has ordered a goldsmith to
immortalize the event:

"God stood on high and I stood straight on earth before him,
the great sun hung low to my right, the full moon left,
so that their double beams met in my dazzled eyes.
God spread his hands and gave into my trust the firm
round disk of earth with all its souls and mighty laws.
I did not move, and held the whole world in my palms;
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God questioned, and I stared straight in his eyes and answered.
I questioned too, and he replied like a true friend,
Gather your wits, 0 goldsmith, teach your crafty hands
how to immortalize this meeting in pure gold.
Make infinite what lasted but a lightning flash on earth !"

(V, 1202 -12)

17	Great Sun, who pass on high yet watch all things below,
I see the sun-drenched cap of the great castle-wrecker:
let's kick and scuff it round to see where it will take us !
Learn, lads, that Time has cycles and that Fate has wheels
and that the mind of man sits high and twirls them round;
come quick, let's spin the world about and send it tumbling!

(17-22)
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George Philippou Pierides: A Selection

Though born in Cyprus in 1904, George Philippou Pierides
was raised and lived in Egypt until 1946. At that time he returned
to Cyprus, and, in 1954, undertook the establishment and organiza-
tion of the Famagusta Public Library, which he directed until
1971. Since 1946, he has published a novel, four collections of
short stories, and a collection of literary criticism. The selections
in this presentation of the Journal of the Hellenic Diaspora are
all taken from his last collection of short stories entitled, The Time
of the Blissful (`OKatpac 'reAiv is v) .

What distinguishes Pierides's work, in this age of extensive—
and over-extended — aesthetic experimentation, is a return to the
moral roots of literature. His fiction represents a restatement of
the literary and social principles of critical realism. He is a writer
concerned with character, with social tension, with individual and
collective conflict, with all those elements, in other words, that
constitute the definition of human society. He is a naturalist in
the finest tradition of the nineteenth century. His eyes and his
work focus on those parts of life that reveal the essential quality
of the social world. As such, he is innately an unerring critic of
the environment which surrounds him.

This critical aspect is most precisely — and poignantly —
brought out in the selections presented in the Journal. They are
all portraits (the title "Miniatures" defines them perfectly) of
a society that has grown self-satisfied and indifferent, a society
that has lost its connection with its past and is thus incapable of
anticipating its future. Reading Pierides's descriptions of Cyprus
during the "time of the blissful" is a painful confrontation with
a prophetic voice. While everyone around him was being overcome
with "bliss," Pierides saw the clouds on the horizon. It is not very
often that an artist is truly a visionary. When that happens, how-
ever, it is a sobering and humbling moment; it is a moment when
we feel that, perhaps we should take art much more seriously than
we have, that perhaps it does, after all, speak the truth.

—Peter Pappas
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PRELUDE

In the time of the blissful, just as at any other time, there live all
sorts of people. And they may be divided into two general categories:
those who are satisfied with what they find around them and are sure
of themselves, and those who, by vainly pursuing their dreams, end up no
longer being sure of themselves.

(By this I do not mean to imply that people are simply patterns
formed in molds. Every individual is shaped in his own way within the
context of his life. It is only the springs of life that well within him that
lead him towards one or other of these two general categories.)

The difference from other times is that in the time of the blissful
circumstances on the island permit the blissful to proliferate, to feel
masters of the situation, to exhibit their blissfulness, so much so that people
of the other category avoid revealing their true selves and adopt, as far
as possible, the way of life of the blissful, allowing whatever else might
distinguish them to wither away in neglect.

But why, the observer asked himself, should people endowed with
the gift of living beyond the narrow limits of themselves come to the
humiliating decision to assimilate the ways of the blissful?

And yet he did not try to reach a pat, syllogistic conclusion which
would have answered his question (or so it might seem). Because as a man
with experience of life, he knew that such answers aim only at assuaging, in
a deceptive manner, our fever of mind. And a man, an artist who explores
life as it is in all its multifariousness and flux, cannot accept such answers
and drop off to sleep in midstream. He must labor with his thoughts, con-
sidering each one of them with infinite care in order to understand and
express some aspect of the truth.

Let us then stick, for the time being, to our observer's first impression
of those who happen to have light within them. It is as if they Lead a
double life: on the surface they play the part of the blissful so as to be
able to live, confining themselves to a private worship — for as long as
each one of them can hold out — of that mystical substance of hope and
the dreams they build with it.

And let us speak of the main body of the blissful, those who impart
a special character to the times.

What is most characteristic of them is that they are all sure of their
own individual value. Like well-fed frogs they live contentedly in their
marsh and, casting an occasional disdainful glance at the starry heavens,
carry on croaking.

"We're doing fine down here. And anyway, what are the sky and the
stars? Can you eat them? Or are they expensive luxury items that you can
own and show off? Or do they offer a chance of profitable investment?
No, they are none of these things and so of what importance can they
be to sensible people ?"
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To the blissful, the essence of what is valuable is the sensible man.
By which they mean the person endowed with that kind of narrow-mind-
edness required for success in the pursuit of self-interest.

By concentrating all his small intelligence and his small heart on this
pursuit alone, the sensible man achieves his goal and gains prestige and
power at a time when the mania for acquisition dominates all. And as
one might expect, even when he doesn't happen to be a fool, he ends
up admiring himself for the same reasons that fools admire him. And he
smells danger in whatever exists beyond the bounds of his happiness, in
whatever might cause thought, sitting there huddled in a corner of his
mind, ready to wake up and bother him, upsetting everything that has
been so nicely arranged without it.

But it is not only thought that he shuns. He even avoids seeing the
beauty of his country, its mountains and plains and shores, its people and
their hopes and fears, even himself as he was when he was a child.

This last thing he avoids more than anything else. For he senses that
he would not be able to be so sure of his sensible self if anything of his
childhood remained alive in him. To the devotees of blissfulness, it is a
sign of naivete to look on life with wide-open eyes and heart as you did
when you were a child — acting childishly, as they see it, or in other
words, not putting blinkers on your eyes and heart so as to get on in life.

You see, now, why those few others, as we said, end up by doubting
themselves and by concealing their true selves. It is not easy to believe that
your way is the right way when so many well-fed fellow countrymen
overtake you proudly in their expensive cars, choking you with exhaust
fumes, calling you a good-for-nothing because you wanted to preserve
your original reverence for life.

What then is there for you to do under such conditions?
There are times when you feel utterly exhausted and you say you'll

leave. But the very next moment you know that it was only your heart
skipping a beat, that a man cannot escape from life itself.

There are other times when you are tempted by another kind of
thought: why shouldn't you too become like the many, perhaps they are
in touch with the realities of the age and you have been left behind in a
vacuum, with your ideas, your feelings, your difficult life? But the next
moment you know that this is just another case of your heart missing a
beat, that a man doesn't change because he suddenly decides to do so.

And then there are moments of reflection when you feel you are on
your feet again, standing firm on the beloved soil of your island, knowing
with both heart and mind that the whole of this situation which so wounds
you is a mere oily patch on the foam, born of the times. Below, the deep
waters remain unsullied, toiling and waiting.

At good moments like this you stop doubting yourself. It is no longer
a question of whether, being what you are, you have or have not got a
place in your country. Your country is yours and does not belong to the
blissful who conceal its true face behind a smokescreen of farts.
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MINIATURES

1

The poet used to make frequent visits to our house at that time, and
always just as the sun was setting.

He would sit on the veranda, drinking his coffee and gazing at Penta-
daktylos *. He !Loved Pentadaktylos, he was proud of it, especially at
moments like this when it rose silent and strong in the purple dusk.

He was very tired, I would even say disillusioned if I didn't know
that all the pettiness and falseness around us wounded him but did not
shake the foundations of his life and work. Finding peace in the small
joys of life was one of the forms that his spiritual courage took — as in
those quiet moments on the veranda — seeing with a poet's eye the essence
of what they have to offer.

"How lovely, how good life on this island could be !" he said.
In his pained look I could see expressed, in microcosm, like a revela-

tion, everything hidden in the wild woods of his verses.

A great deal of time has passed since then. The poet Iies at rest in
the soil of his country. And yet every time I happen to be on the veranda
at dusk, I can see that look of his there, self-existent, gazing at Penta-
daktylos directly opposite.

2

He made a cup of coffee and just as he was, in his pajamas, without
even freshening up a bit, he went out into the yard. Sitting on a stool, he
put the steaming cup of coffee on the step and lit the first cigarette of
the day.

He always liked to be up early, he loved the dawn, even when he was
still sleeping well. He would get up bright and fresh and sit and shape
dreams to match the magic of the still untouched day. But now he no
longer shapes anything, he just relaxes and lets his mind wander in a
welter of daydreams and worries.

The lemon tree stood motionless in the half-light. Suddenly, the
upper leaves trembled golden at the touch of the sun's rays shining out
from behind the roof of the house next door. All at once everything was
flooded with joy.

* "Pentadaktylos" (literally, "five-fingers") is the most outstanding feature of the
Kyrenia Range, and is a peak that seems to thrust five fingers to the sky.
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And he remembered Anita. ... She was so enchantingly serious when
she used to criticize my poems. She believed poetry should be committed
to the Revolution. On this point, Stamatis, the swarthy gypsy, the bohemian
among us, agreed with her. And yet we loved them as if they were an
inseparable pair, allowing them to govern us. We had our dreams and
found a way to make them come true through discussion and song. And
you, Xanthos, with your good voice, what, I wonder, has become of your
guitar and your love for mankind. ...

The cat approached stealthily, curled up on the ground, and sat there
motionless with her slant eyes half-closed as if, in some inexplicable way,
sharing in his dreams — or at least he seemed, for a moment, to see some-
thing of the sort in her green glance as she turned and looked at him....

Later Stamatis had been possessed by a mad desire to escape. He
would go down to the harbor and stand there for hours looking at the
ships riding at anchor. And afterwards, when he had rejoined us, he
would sit there silently. Until, finally, he managed to save up enough for
his fare and went off one cloudy morning when the sea was murky and
the jetty, smelt of seaweed, carobs and wine....

He heard his wife washing and afterwards bustling about in the
kitchen as she prepared Themoula's milk. And in his mind's eye there
fluttered an image of Themoula when the time came for her too to
defend a poetry committed to her own ideals. He smiled, but then he
remembered that he absolutely must buy her a bed. She was growing fast,
she was already four years old and needed somewhere she could sleep
comfortably.

He didn't like the thought of asking for another advance on his
salary. Thoukides would go through his usual performance to show just
how big a favor you were asking and then act the part of the fatherly
boss — the miser! But there was no other way. So he'd ask for an advance
and he'd ask for it today. And then he'd buy that pink bed with the
swallows that he and his wife had spotted the other day at Houvaris's.

3

But, seriously, what had happened to Xanthos's guitar now that he
had become respectable? Does he remember — and what strings of his
must memory touch — that he was once the singer amongst us? Who can
say? Who can say what goes on in the dark ways of a person's heart?
Do you even know what goes on in your own heart?

All you can see is that the once slender young man who showed
such sensitivity when he sang and shared in the idealistic plans we made
then — is this small gentleman with the stomach, the stumpy legs and fat
hands who has just gone into the church, put a coin in the box, lit a
candle, glanced out of pure habit at the gold watch on his wrist, and sat
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down in one of the pews reserved for V.I.P.'s, the one nearest the left
psaltis.

On his face there is an expression of complacent devoutness. And in
spite of the fact that he is standing quite normally on his feet, I don't know
why I get the impression that he's standing on tiptoe to make himself
look taller. Now and then he accompanies the psaltis harmoniously. That
must be his regular pew, I said to myself. And my suspicions were con-
firmed when the time came for the "creed" and he said it as if he was a
member of a committee and it was his turn to speak.

We met on our way out and then something happened that I hadn't
expected. For one tiny moment, like a sudden flash of lightning, I saw, in
his blue eyes and in the way he smiled at me, the old Xanthos. It was as if
that old smile of his had been left forgotten behind his present face and
had shown itself to me.

4

Sitting dazed in front of the white sheet of paper, he tried again
and again to concentrate, to find some thread that would lead him to give
articulate substance to the as yet cloudy masses that constituted his future
book. But the persistent buzzing of a fly wouldn't let him

Stuck to the windowpane, it struggled to get through the glass,
whirring its wings. Outside, a bright sun called to it and the fly just
couldn't understand what was stopping it from flying out.

Now and then it gave up its efforts, walked here and there on the
unintelligibly firm surface, rubbed its wings with its back legs, then its
head with its front ones, and finally remained motionless as if deep in
thought or as if it had reached a compromise.

At any rate that's how the man watching it felt and, in some strange
way, experienced its torment as a reflection of his own inability to under-
stand the seamy side of reality and to come to terms with it.

But soon the fly started flying round and round the room and,
suddenly, as if having taken a new decision, dived at the invisible wall
and crashed into it horribly, beginning once again to bash its wings against
the glass with heroic obdurateness.

The man got up, opened the window and, with a puff, sent the fly
on its way. Then he closed the window again and sat staring longingly
into space.

5

As the maid bent forward with the tray to serve Father Yervasios
with a sweetmeat and a cup of coffee, Mrs. Polimnia noticed the priest's
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eyes riveted hungrily on the young girl's copious breasts and from there
feeling their way further and further down.

"He ought to be ashamed of himself," she said to herself in her
agitation. But the ecclesiastical smile she wore on her face remained un-
changed.

Mrs. Polimnia has adapted herself with the utmost care to her role
as Chairwoman of the Charity Association and she fits the part to a t.
Middle-aged, stout, with a small, pallid face and double row of double
chins, she shows by the way she sighs, the way she raises her eyes and
looks at the ceiling, that she is endowed with every virtue except one:
the ability to think, which she makes up for with an enormous talent for
virtuous cunning.

Father Yervasios, however, to whom it was of no concern what went
on behind Mrs. Polimnia's smile, soon regained his reverend appearance,
took the sweetmeat and drank a little water, having first turned towards
Mrs. Polimnia to wish her good health. Then while still drinking his
coffee, he informed her what point the marital affairs of the Vernakides
family had reached.

But this matter, though interesting, was only the prelude demanded
by good manners. Mrs. Polimnia listened, occasionally adding a tut-tut
to show how sorry she was, but only really waiting for the reverend
gentleman to start talking about the real purpose of his visit. Though it
is by no means his first visit: for six months now he has been coming
regularly for the same purpose, approaching the matter in the same rounda-
bout way and getting down to business with the same question:

"What do you think of the company's latest offer, Mrs. Polimnia?"
"Interesting, of course," she would reply with a slight sigh. "But

it's so difficult for me to leave my home, my comforts ... I'll have to
think about it."

"I understand how you feel. But a genuine concern for so devout
a parishioner obliges me to advise you that it is a golden opportunity."

The question at stake is Mrs. Polimnia's house, an old-style house
with a large yard. It happened to stand on the new avenue and found
itself squeezed between high buildings of the sort that in the past few
years have changed the appearance of the capital and the meaning of
our lives.

Amid all this turmoil, there is only one thing Mrs. Polimnia under-
stands: that from year to year, even from month to month, as her house
gains in value, she feels ever more sure of herself.

Once again Father Yervasios' visit will have no positive result. The
question will remain pending. Mrs. Polimnia will pretend to be teetering
on the brink of a decision and will wait for the company's next offer.
And Father Yervasios, who has undertaken to act as middleman, will
once again tell the company that "the old girl's a hard nut to crack."
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6

In this little country of ours how true Papadiamantis's words are:
"Small the village, great the evil."

Though this may not be the general rule, you will find among many
people here an inexplicable malice, an inexplicable envy of their neighbors.

Perhaps because we live very close to one another — and the walls of
our houses are made of glass — we spend so much time spying on others
behind the shutters and pursuing petty rivalries that our hearts begin to
rot away.

Not infrequently, too, the following Arabic tale proves to be true.
There was once a good Moslem. And one night of many there ap-

peared before him an Angel sent to say:
"Allah has seen your piety, and to reward you will give you whatever

you ask. But he will give your neighbor twice as much."
The man was in a difficult position. What was he to ask for? And

what possible value could any gift of God have if his neighbor was to
have twice as much.

He fell on his knees and begged the Angel to give him until the fol-
lowing night to think about it. And the Angel consented.

The good Moslem thought and thought again and the next night he
was ready. When the Angel appeared, he bowed before him and said:

"My request to Allah is that he should put out one of my eyes."

7

Of all the fine words that the party leader addressed to his audience,
the ones that had made a special impression on Leonis were contained in
that phrase "my indomitable people."

The speech had lasted an hour and a half. And during all that time
Leonis had watched, as if magnetized, as the bright fireworks poured from
the orator's mouth and hovered in the air, glowing, flashing words about
progress and prosperity and "the demands of the people," meaning every
party member, Leonis included, of course.

Every now and then the orator would throw his head back, his eyes
bulging, and roar even louder, showering his audience with flattering
epithets that made Leonis feel important. And indomitable.

So he left the meeting feeling greatly pleased with himself. Everything
seemed to smile at him: the bright spring noonday, the full shop windows,
the people walking along in a holiday mood, the thought of the Sunday
roast waiting for him at home.

And why shouldn't they smile? His shop is doing well, the price of
land in his area is going up. And since he is a person of consequence in
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local trade, the party leader considers him a key figure and denies him
nothing.

8

The rainy weather continued throughout January. The village was
knee-deep in mud. And then the sky cleared and the well-watered fields
grew green from end to end.

The only tree in the yard, an almond tree prematurely bent with age,
managed, in those few live branches that were left, to send out a few
sparse buds containing within them the whole message of the coming
spring.

Old Kosmas appeared at the door, looked at the bright sky, the sun-
drenched fields and, leaning on his stick, made his way to the gate with
that dragging step of his. At the same moment Nikolis's tractor appeared
round the bend making a hell of a row. Kosmas stopped short and waited
for it to go by. When Nikolis reached the gate he stopped the tractor
without switching off the engine. Kosmas always felt a certain surprise
whenever he saw Nikolis sitting up there on his tractor wearing that
khaki cap of his with the wide peak: it was as if he was part of the machine.

"Good day to you, neighbor," shouted Nikolis as loud as he could
so as to be heard above the racket the engine was making.

"Good day," answered Kosmas miserably.
"Looks like a good year, eh!" said Nikolis pointing to the fields.
"If God wills it," said Kosmas and, as though annoyed by something,

went back into his yard.
He went back slowly to the corner of the yard where an old two-

wheeled carriage, a cabriolet, lay rotting, its wheels sunk in the mud. He
stood looking at it, feeling a mixture of well-being at the promise of
green fields and of bitterness at the fact that he would have no share in
the harvest. His fields are in other hands now. And Kosmas, who had been
a farmer for so long, among the best in the village, could expect nothing
but the rent now.

"At least I didn't let him persuade me to sell it. . .. He'll pay off
the debt one day." He was talking about his son, who had managed to
persuade the father to mortgage the farm, had taken the money and gone
off to Nicosia. He's a businessman now, that is as far as Kosmas could
make out; he's a gentleman who's always busy with one thing or another,
always in a hurry, talks a lot, has dealings with important folk and ap-
parently makes a lot of money, judging by the fact that he spends so
unconcernedly.

Kosmas did not blame his son. In fact at times he admired him. But
on the other hand to show such indifference to his land ! Kosmas just
couldn't understand it.

In this confused state of mind, he saw the cabriolet regain its original
beauty. Oh, if only he could harness his mare again, old Dapple Gray,
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and let her go tripping out with that light sideways trot of hers, taking
him back to the good old days.

He turned his dim eyes in the direction of the main road — look, there
goes his cabriolet, flying along... But suddenly the picture changed and,
instead of his cabriolet, he saw the village bus that took the workers to
town, and behind it another bus and behind that several cars.

"How can we go, Dapple Gray? The cars will knock us down,"
Kosmas said to himself with a bitter smile.

9

On his way to the exhibit he thought about the dead artist. He and
a few friends and admirers of that true artist had come up with the
idea of an exhibit and had made every effort to get together enough
paintings to show the public the nature of his innovative contribution
to art.

Last night he had been present at the opening by the Minister. It
had been a social event adorned with the appropriate encomiums, but
yet had seemed irrelevant to their purpose in organizing the show.

"Of course," he said to himself, "the opening has nothing to do with
the real thing, it's just an accepted formality, a necessary evil." And he
made up his mind to pay the show another visit — today.

As soon as he was in the gallery, he felt the atmosphere he had ex-
pected. He was held by a mixture of aesthetic pleasure and memories, and
became oblivious of everything else — until he realized that there wasn't
another soul in the gallery. His happy mood left him at once and gave
place to a bitter sense of desolation.

As was his habit when he was depressed, he started walking about
the streets of the town for hours, quite aimlessly, and afterwards in the
suburbs until, without realizing it, he found himself on Archangel Hill.
He walked up to the very edge of the precipice and stood there.

Beneath him spread the big model fruit gardens and beyond, in
the background, the town, a superb sight in the slanting rays of the after-
noon sun.

He stood looking at the fruit gardens. The serried ranks of trees
formed a picture of order and harmony that had its effect on him. His
mind felt calmer. It was then that he noticed one, two, three, and even
more kites flying above the town. He thought of the children at the other
end of the string with their minds flying above them in the air.

"There's still hope," he said. And he felt as Antaeus felt when he
touched Mother Earth.
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10

When the seeker after the ideal realized that it was to be found
neither among his friends nor his opponents, he withdrew into himself.

At first he found a sick pleasure in his disillusionment, representing
his loneliness to himself as a sort of uniqueness. But for how long? He
began to feel tired, to lose the feeling of the just-man-with-a-grievance
which had lulled him to sleep at night.

He began to lie awake for hours, troubled by an underlying nostalgia
and, every now and again, plunged into a state between sleeping and
waking, experiencing moments of nightmare.

... It was as if he was walking along the beach somewhere on the
island. The vastness of the sea glittered in the early rays of the sun. The
fields undulated peacefully to the foot of the mountains which lay dim
in the creeping morning chill. Above, the green mass of the mountain-
top rose in the air.

And to think that all this beauty which had at one time held him in
thrall should no longer be approachable. He could only feel all around
him the desirable and undesirable presence of people, extending the hand
of friendship and, at the same time, turning their backs on him. All he
could feel was a hollow grief, a vague feeling as if he had been deprived
of something, without which the beauty of his island lost all meaning.

His body grew heavy, like lead. His feet sank ever deeper into the
thick substance which, in some inexplicable way, was both wet sand and
his own self. Till in the end he couldn't extricate himself any longer and
stood there rooted, tearing himself apart between the reality he saw with
his eyes and the imaginary world inside him.

Yet on coming to, he returned to the obstinacy of his independent
will and avoided seeing the significance of the dream — even though he
realized that it would make him suffer with no hope of redemption.

11

I don't know what made me think that in the wooded mountains I
would find refuge from the noise and stale air that chokes us in the towns.
It may have been the need for hope.

But when I found myself up there one Sunday and tried to retrace
my old tracks, I felt disillusioned. I sat by the side of the road and smiled
bitterly at my innocent hope as I watched the crowds of the blissful who,
adorned with their cars like savages adorned with beads and feathers,
chased their own tails as if they were in a great hurry to get somewhere,
choking both the pines and my spirit with dust.

At one moment the "chuck chuck" of a partridge could be heard
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from the bottom of a ravine. It seemed like a cry of despair coming from
the bowels of the mountain. The next moment a coach, full of young
voices and songs, appeared round the bend. It drove up and stopped beside
me on the brow of the ravine and a noisy and colorful crowd of teenage
boys and girls poured out of it.

Perhaps the presence of youth was a breath of fresh air, but it left me
cold and neither shifted my depression nor my critical mood in the face
of what I considered to be the empty affectations of youth: foolish clothes
and careless manners that seemed to me quite negative and nothing more.

I was about to get up and go when I noticed Christiana among them.
She saw me too and ran up to me in her pleasant way. She looked lovely
in her wide, colorful trousers, red T-shirt and her brown hair blowing in
the wind. I was very fond of this child and knew that I was her favorite
uncle. But of late my thoughts had hovered between what I had wanted for
her when she was too young to have her own views and my inability to
understand what it was she wanted now that she had her own opinions
and didn't care about mine. It was as though I was on one bank and she
on the opposite one, together with the other kids of her generation, fol-
lowing paths with no meaning for me.

She was enthusiastic and in a hurry.
"We're going for a walk in the woods as far as the waterfall," she

said and ran back to her friends.
Without my wanting it, she had infected me a little with her joie

de vivre. My mood changed, I watched the swarm of young people scatter
and make their triumphant way into the woods, boys and girls together
rushing about and shouting, a few couples with their arms round each
other's shoulders .. .

As they moved into the distance, Christiana turned around and
shouted goodbye, waving her right hand high in the air. I can't think
why but that wave of hers made me think of her grandmother whom she
was so much like, in spite of all the changes in name and all the rest. It
was as if the wisdom of Aunt Chrystallou, a wisdom that came from the
heart, had blown through my mind like a fresh wind, scattering suspi-
cions and fears.

How, I reflected, can you expect children to sit obediently in the
cage where their parents have landed in all their complacency? How
can you expect them not to obey the urge that drives them to smash
the bars ?

From the opposite slope came once again the sound of the partridge
calling. This time it was a message of hope from a rebellious new gen-
eration.

translated from the Greek by Jack Gaist



The 1958 Greek Elections:
A Reassessment

by SPYROS LINARDATOS

Signs of renewed friendship between the Centrist opposition and the
Palace appeared in early 1958. Sophocles Venizelos gave a banquet in
honor of the King and Queen, and Paul formally decorated the Centrist
leaders George Papandreou and S. Papapolitis. Venizelos, already
engaged in a secret plot with certain government officials to overthrow
Karamanlis, remonstrated against him in a New Year's address:

The government of Mr. Karamanlis is suffering from acute
dissension because of the inconsistencies inherent in a situa-
tion where leadership is imposed from above. The govern-
ment majority is maintained either with promises to make
ministers of all the ERE deputies, or with threats to dissolve
the government and call for a new mandate. The results of this
irregular political situation pose a threat to our country. Heavy
taxation, especially of the middle class, has created an atmos-
phere of despair. The government's betrayal of national interests
in foreign affairs, in order to ensure its stay in power, has aroused
the public. Factiousness has developed to a disturbing degree.
The economic oligarchy has become audacious. Scandals are
multiplying. Lying has become the rule in all spheres of govern-
ment. For all these reasons, I hope that 1958 will see us rid
of this accursed government.

Venizelos's goal was to form a transitional government with the
support of the Liberals, and with the then Vice-President of the govern-
ment, A. Apostolidis, as President. This meant ERE would be divided and
Karamanlis removed. The Americans were simultaneously moving in the
same direction, and also exerting pressure for the resolution of the Cyprus
problem. They also preferred a coalition government to accept the establish-
ment of missile bases in Greece. The American charge d'affaires, Pen-
field, was, at that time, very actively working towards broadening the
government.

The French academician and Karamanlis's biographer, Maurice Gene-
voix, has written:

This article is taken from the third volume, covering the period 1955-1960, of
From the Civil War to the Junta to be published soon. It is a first-hand account, and
is presented as a primary source for all students of that period in contemporary
Greek history.
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In July 1957, [Karamanlis's) own Vice-President, Apostolidis,
had resigned; he was ready to succeed the Prime Minister. But
there was a hitch in the scenario. Resignations, prepared and ex-
pected, did not follow that of Apostolidis. The conspirators
postponed their coup until a more auspicious occasion, which
they tried their hardest to arrange. Politicians, businessmen,
people close to the Palace, Americans, met, lunched and dined
together. There were contacts with big business and with certain
press enterprises that agreed with the politicians' impatience. .
Discussions in progress on the new electoral system constituted a
providentially favorable ground from which the opportunity
would arise of its own accord.

A journalist who had close ties with the Centrist leaders wrote in
a recently published book:

At the beginning of 1958, the strategists of the CIA and the
diplomats of the United States designed a program to artificially
decrease the power of the Left. According to reliable sources that
Venizelos told this writer he had . . . Washington had expressed
displeasure regarding the ineffectual police measures taken to
combat communism. Hence, in anticipation of the elections of
May 11, 1958, they devised a process that would simulate a
decrease in the communists' power . . . . The CIA, with the
approval of the American Embassy, created an electoral system
which insured the fraudulence of a great part of the vote. As a
higher official of the Embassy put it, it would have been unforgiv-
able to repeat the mistake of 1956, when the Right had barely
escaped defeat. . . . Collaboration by the Centrist leadership was
required for the conspiracy's success. After much pressure and
hesitation, during the course of secret meetings convened under
the auspices of the American Embassy, George Papandreou and
Sophocles Venizelos surrendered and agreed to the division of the
prey (i.e., the Left).

Contacts between the government and the Liberal leadership regarding
the composition of a new electoral law had been underway since the end
of 1957 with the King's mediation. The government denied information
to that effect published in the newspapers, however, because it did not
want to prematurely create a pre-election climate. Thus, the meetings of
the American charge d'affaires Penfield and George Papandreou were
also only considered "briefings."

The basic idea behind the electoral bill was, once again, the use of the
reinforced proportional system, with, however, forbidding percentages for
small party participation in the second distribution of seats. The Liberal
Party (led by George Papandreou, who had been collaborating for many
weeks with Minister of the Interior Makris, and by Venizelos, who had
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been working with people inside and outside of the government to over-
throw Karamanlis) insisted on higher percentages for participation in
the second distribution by party coalitions. It did so because of the fear
that the smaller Centrist parties and Markezinis might form a coalition
with EDA to claim second place. Papandreou believed that the small
Centrist parties — EPEK, Agrarian Party and Democratic Party — would
prefer absorption by the Liberals to a coalition with EDA that would most
likely fail due to the electoral system. Therefore, although the Americans
originated the basic idea of strengthening the two largest parties in regard to
the smaller ones, and especially those on the Left, the percentages and
other important details were worked out during the meetings between
Makris and Papandreou. The agreement between ERE and the Liberals
was initialed on the morning of February 27. Subsequently, Karamanlis
convened a special Ministers' Council at which he announced that the
Minister of the Interior would submit the new reinforced proportional
system bill to Parliament.

One of the reasons why Karamanlis announced the new electoral
system so suddenly was that he expected to face reactions within his own
party from those members and deputies who would not be favored by the
reinforced system in their respective regions. Karamanlis, addressing the
Ministers' Council, and later that day the parliamentary group of ERE,
explained that he personally favored the (proportional) majority system,
or else the mixed system which had been used in 1956, but that the use of
the reinforced system was "in the national interest." "This system," he
continued, "averts the formation of nationally dangerous coalitions which
debase the political life of the country and pose a threat to the political
system."

The Minister of Commerce, Panagiotis Papaligouras, and the Minis-
ter of Transport and Public Works, George Rallis, accused Karamanlis
of authoritarian tendencies, and affirmed that the reinforced system
would be harmful for the country because it would enable EDA to become
the second largest party. At the meeting of the parliamentary group nobody
raised any objections. By early afternoon, the two ministers who disagreed
had sent separate letters of resignation to the Prime Minister. Papaligouras
stated in his letter that the sudden appearance of the electoral law meant
that "the Ministers' Council is no longer functioning according to the
rules of the political system. . . Today's particularly important incident
is one more expression of the gradual transformation of the ministers into
civil servants."

The new electoral bill, submitted that same evening to Parliament by
Minister of the Interior Makris, provided for the establishment of the
reinforced proportional system. Participating in the second distribution
of seats would be parties that gathered at least 25% of the votes, as well
as coalitions which reached 35%. It was certain, however, that the two
largest parties would participate in the second distribution regardless of
their share of the total.

The bill elicited strong reactions from the other parties, which ac-
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cused ERE and the leadership of the Liberals of conspiracy. The spokesman
of the Democratic Party, St. Alamanis, said that it "tends to falsify the
popular mandate without any pretexts, and to strangle the will of the
electorate." In a statement, EDA spoke of a new attempt "to distort the
popular will" and warned that "the people, under any circumstances, will
find a way to react against the electoral monstrosity, and to subvert the
plans of the foreigners and the circles outside of Parliament which
engineered the sell-out of the Liberal Party on the electoral law."
A strong statement against the law was also released by Baltatzis' small
Agrarian Workers Party. It called the new statute "a product of an un-
precedented trading-off between ERE and the Liberals" and a result
"of machinations for many months" in order to falsify the popular man-
date. Similar statements were released by EPEK, and the Progressive
Party. The small parties — Democratic Party, EPEK, Agrarian Party and
Progressive Party — immediately began to make arrangements with each
other, and with EDA, in order to face the situation created for them by
the new law. On the same day that these developments took place — sub-
mission of the bill, resignation of the two ministers, etc. — the new Amer-
ican Ambassador, Riedelberger, arrived in Athens.

The resignation of the two ministers, who had had cool relations
with the Prime Minister for several months, was a hard blow to the
government. They were both among the leading members of ERE and
of the government. Indeed, George Rallis, whose close ties with the Palace
were well-known, had been instrumental in Karamanlis becoming Prime
Minister. This first wound was followed by a second, even more serious
blow which had certainly been in preparation for a long time: on March 1,
fifteen deputies of ERE, including Apostolidis, Papaligouras, Rallis, Mitrou,
Nikolitsas and Gelestathis among others, signed and submitted a joint
statement to Parliament announcing that they were leaving the party.
The parliamentary members of ERE fell to 149. Karamanlis had lost the
majority.

This was an extremely delicate moment. The plan of Venizelos, the
Palace, and dissatisfied members of the government, called for the forma-
tion of another government under Apostolidis which would be supported
by the Liberals, deputies of ERE, and others. Karamanlis was still capable
of maintaining power, at least for a certain period of time: some of the
dissatisfied fifteen deputies had indicated the desire to return to ERE,
and in fact two of them, Liaroutsos and Petropoulakos, did so two days
later. Furthermore, Papapolitis, who wanted to avoid elections, suggested
that the Prime Minister support the government with the fourteen deputies
of EPEK. But Karamanlis realized that if he accepted a compromise at
that moment he would soon face political blackmail and a new crisis, per-
haps with even worse personal repercussions. For that reason, he preferred
to call for immediate elections. On the morning of Sunday, March 2, he
went to the Palace and submitted the resignation of his government to
the King, while recommending the dissolution of Parliament and the
holding of elections. In this way, Karamanlis tried to avert a new Octo-
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ber 6th, that is to say, the King's creation of a new magnet for the Right
with the appointment of Apostolidis or somebody else as Prime Minister.

Genevoix has described that meeting between the King and the
Prime Minister (probably as narrated by the latter) :

[Karamanlis) quickly realized that the Sovereign was well in-
formed. "Why this resignation ?" asks King Paul. "And why
dissolve Parliament? Aren't you on the way to regaining a
majority?" "It may be so," says Karamanlis. "But it would be
only to face a new and more serious political crisis. Figures aren't
everything. The truth is that our political life is sick, poisoned.
It must receive drastic treatment. These underhanded machina-
tions constantly carried on against the government must be cut
short."

The King called for the leaders of the other parties the following
day. Papandreou suggested a service government with an immediate call
for elections. In this way, however, he was destroying the edifice that his
co-leader had managed to build in front of his eyes over the course of
several months. Why did Papandreou do this? Out of respect for the public
mandate? Certainly not, since during those days he had reached an agree-
ment with Karamanlis for the establishment of an electoral system that
would falsify the vote. It is most likely, therefore, that in his eternal
rivalry with Venizelos, Papandreou was afraid that the maneuvers of his
co-leader might be turned against him. In any case, Venizelos, who had
been received by the King together with Papandreou, said that the inter-
national situation required that the country avoid elections. He suggested
that the King entrust any leading member of the Right with the formation
of a cabinet and promised to help such a group without any kind of
exchange.

The leader of the Democratic Party, St. Alamanis, and the representa-
tive of EDA, Ilias Ilion, called for dissolution of the government and
immediate recourse to elections with a service government. The leader of
EPEK, Papapolitis, proposed that a government be formed by all of the
parties except EDA, and to have new elections only if this were not possi-
ble. The formation of a government from Parliament was also recom-
mended by the leader of the Popular Party, K. Tsaldaris, and by the then
independent Panagiotis Kanellopoulos.

In the meantime, Karamanlis thundered against those deputies who
had left ERE, some of whom had close ties to the Palace. He called them
apostates, announced their expulsion from the party, and accused them of
using their objection to the electoral bill as an excuse to cover up other
pursuits. He added: "... The departure of colleagues to whom I had
entrusted basic areas of the government's work took place conspiratorially,
in opposition to healthy political traditions." On the afternoon of the
same day, March 3, Karamanlis returned to the Palace in order to be
briefed by the King on the opinions of the Opposition's leaders. The leader
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of ERE insisted on his view that elections should take place immediately,
using the "three phase" system of 1956. ". . . Every other solution would
allow one to think that the Palace favored the plans of the conspirators,"
Genevoix has him telling the King.

That very evening, Paul called the President of the Red Cross,
K. Georgakopoulos (a man committed to the Palace), and asked him to
form a service government. He wanted him to win the confidence of
Parliament in order to pass the new electoral bill, and then to proceed
to hold elections. Georgakopoulos immediately began talks with the
parties to ensure a vote of confidence. He promised fair elections, and
ordered the immediate release of 150 exiles from the concentration camp
of Agios Efstratios as a sign of good will.

On March 12, the discussions in Parliament commenced. The Prime
Minister declared that he would again submit the electoral bill which had
already been approved in principle by Parliament. He also promised once
more that "the coming elections {would) be held with absolute imparti-
ality." Karamanlis asked that elections be held soon, and promised that
his party would give a vote of confidence to the government. Papandreou
expressed his joy that elections would be held, and called the situation
created by the results of February 19, 1956, anomalous because the
country was ruled by a minority government. He also claimed that the
King was now following the correct parliamentary approach. Justifying
his agreement with ERE, he said that a new electoral law was essential if
the new elections were not to take place under the system of 1956 — some-
thing which would have led the country "to a real national catastrophe."

Alamanis accused the government of being an instrument of the two
major parties, and of blackmailing Parliament into either voting in favor
of a bill based on electoral fraud or accepting elections held under the
previous system. He asked for the simple proportional method to be
established as the electoral system. Ioannis Pasalidis termed the agreement
between the two parties a conspiracy, and claimed that it was not possible
to have undisputed elections in Greece because the citizens were not free
to express their thoughts. Finally, he called for elections under the propor-
tional system for a Parliament to revise the constitution, and warned that
everyone who set the trap for EDA" with the "conspiracy" of the elec-

toral bill "would fall into it themselves."
The government finally managed to obtain a vote of confidence from

Parliament. ERE, the Liberals (with the exception of three or four who
abstained), and the fifteen "apostates" cast votes in favor of it. The Prime
Minister announced that elections would take place on May 11, imme-
diately following the passage of the electoral bill by Parliament. EDA
and the small Centrist parties opposed it.

There was even more conflict, especially between the small Centrist
parties and the Liberals, when the debate about the electoral bill began.
In the course of the discussion of articles of the bill, the Liberal leaders,
Papandreou and Venizelos, continued negotiations with former Minister
of the Interior Makris on the details and clauses about which they had
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not reached a conclusion in the original agreement. This only further in-
creased the small parties' irritation with ERE and the Liberals, and created
more turmoil in Parliament. The representative of EDA, Ilias Iliou, stated
that the subject of the electoral system had been put before the Americans
by Papandreou himself, and that the negotiations between ERE and the
Liberals — with the interference of the American Embassy — only began
after that point. He went on to say: "At a moment when, from the per-
spective of the international position of Greece, there were important
issues such as the bases, the establishment of friendly relations with all of
our neighbors, and the affirmation of peace in the region, as well as the
protection of the sacred struggle of the Cypriots ... the co-leader of the
Liberals appeared at the American Embassy to bring up the issue of the
electoral system."

Themistocles Tsatsos, a leading member of the Liberals, denied the
charge, but Iliou insisted on its accuracy. In any case, the leadership of the
Liberals was by then receiving attacks from its own ranks regarding its
agreement with ERE. George Mavros, in a perceptive speech in Parliament,
said that the elections of May 11 would not solve the country's political
problem, just as the elections of February 19, 1956, had not solved it.
On the contrary, they would create more acute problems. "This law," he
continued, "makes it possible to bring to power a government based on a
majority in this room which would not correspond to a popular majority.
It is possible, given certain combinations, to have 170 or 180 deputies
with 35% or 36% of the votes of the people.... Will a government of
any party having such a majority be able to face the enormous problems
of the Greek people?"

Another leader of the Liberal Party, K. Mitsotakis, charged in Par-
liament that the bill was written under the pressure of "constitutional and
unconstitutional elements outside of Parliament which are obstructing
the normal development of political life ... Royal interference ... goes
so far as to impose, through the government that it appoints, the estab-
lishment of an electoral system."

In the meantime, efforts were being made for the creation of a front
of the small Centrist parties, EDA and Spyros Markezinis. For this reason,
the Liberal N. Bakopoulos submitted an amendment to the bill according
to which the percentage of participation in the second distribution of
seats for a coalition of three or more parties went up from 35% to 40%.
Panagiotis Kanellopoulos called the amendment "an enormous mistake"
because it constituted an admission that EDA, in coalition with other
parties, could receive 35% of the vote.

Characteristic of the prevailing spirit was a "humorous" amendment
submitted by the deputy of EPEK, L. Liberis:

In this exceptional case, because it is an historical necessity and
in the common interest that the Liberal Party should survive
politically, it should be allowed to participate in the second
distribution even if it only gets 7% of the vote, while excluding
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other parties that happen to get a higher percentage, even
24.99%, or coalitions getting 39.99% of the vote.

Finally, the bill of the super-reinforced proportional electoral system
became law (3822) for the elections of May 11. After several amend-
ments, it took definitive form. The country was divided into 55 electoral
districts according to the new administrative division into prefectures. Spe-
cial electoral districts were formed as follows: the municipality of Athens;
the other townships of the former municipality of Athens; the municipality
of Piraeus together with the municipality of Spetsae and the provinces of
Aegina, Kythera, Troizinia, and Hydra; the townships of the former
municipality of Piraeus; and the former municipality of Thessaloniki.
There were nine electoral districts in the second round and 300 parlia-
mentary seats. The electoral proportions for the first distribution were
found by dividing the total of the first round valid ballots of the electoral
district by the number of its seats. Independent parties participated in
the second round if they collected 25% of the total vote. Coalitions of
two parties participated if they collected 35%, and three or more parties
aligned together went to the second round if they collected 40% of the
vote. If only one party or coalition had the necessary percentage, the
second independent party also participated in the second distribution. The
allocation of seats for the second round was found by dividing the total
of valid ballots in the larger district by the number of available seats in
that district. One ballot selection was allowed in districts with 10 or less
seats, and several in districts with 11 or more. The leaders of parties who
had been Prime Ministers did not need their names on the ballot to
be elected. Military personnel, judges and civil servants voted in the
districts in which they were listed in the electoral lists.

As soon as the Karamanlis government fell, negotiations began to
form the parties which would participate in the elections. Papandreou
made unsuccessful efforts to approach the small Centrist parties and to
persuade them to merge with the Liberals. Due to their leaders' personal
ambitions, the small parties would not accept absorption. Furthermore,
after the agreement between ERE and the Liberals, the leaders of the small
Centrist parties were afraid that, if they collaborated with Papandreou and
Venizelos, they would lose a part of their following to the Left. Thus,
they continued their discussions with Markezinis and EDA for the esta-
blishment of a broad front which would gather forces from the extreme
right to the extreme left, and could have a chance to win. On March 18,
it was announced that the electoral collaboration of the Progressive Party,
the Democratic Party, EPEK, and Baltatzis' Agrarian Party, had been
decided. Meanwhile, negotiations were continuing with representatives
of EDA and the "New Agrarian Movement" (Varvoutis, I. Sakellariou,
etc.) to form a wide coalition.

Intense infighting and dissension prevailed among the leaders of
the Right. Kanellopoulos joined the Popular Party and became co-leader
with Tsaldaris. The Popular Party, together with Stephanopoulos's
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"Popular Social Party," Tourkovassilis's "Nationalist Party," Gotzamanis's
"Reformist Party," etc., formed the electoral coalition, "Union of the
Popular Party." Stephanopoulos sharply attacked Karamanlis, accusing him
of repeatedly conspiring, while Papagos's minister, against his leader, and
of being appointed Prime Minister and party leader thanks to favoritism,
which had saved him even in this case with the dissolution of the govern-
ment.

The former Vice-President of the ERE government, A. Apostolidis,
who was negotiating an attempt to collaborate with the small parties and
EDA, also launched an attack against Karamanlis. In an interview,
Apostolidis claimed that each minister of ERE followed his own policies,
and that Helmis, the Minister of Coordination, served the interests of
the tobacco industry at the expense of the tobacco producers. He also
accused him of allowing the duty-free import of cotton, thus favoring
the textile industry at the expense of cotton producers. Apostolidis also
referred to the merging of the Ionian and the Popular Bank, and the purchase
of both by the Commercial Bank in July 1957. This purchase was made by
Stratis Andreadis, who was on friendly terms with Karamanlis and Papali-
gouras, through a loan granted to him by the Bank of Greece at 8% interest
over a three-year period. Helmis had presented this event as a positive
step for the improvement of the Greek banking system, and as nationally
useful for an additional reason: the Ionian Bank, founded in 1839 in
London — and controlling the majority of the shares of the Popular Bank
as well — belonged to foreigners, thus exporting foreign exchange of
35-40,000 gold sovereigns from Greece.

Apostolidis, though former Vice-President of the same government,
now charged that the loan granted to Andreadis was a favor to him. "We
are called the Radical Union," he said, "but instead of radical solutions,
we become day-by-day the instruments of an invisible economic oligarchy."
He then mentioned that in the spring of 1956 he had persuaded the then
Prime Minister to resign in order to form a broader government, "and
even the announcements of Mr. Karamanlis and His Majesty had been
written when, at the last moment, other factors made the former Prime
Minister change his mind." And Apostolidis ended thus: "We are going
to fight so that these elections bring to power a government which is not
a servant of the economic oligarchy exploiting the country, but is capable
of resolving the great domestic and national issues."

Apostolidis's charges were well-circulated and offered some slogans
to the Opposition in its electoral struggle against ERE. Helmis replied
that these charges were unfounded, and that, in reality, the former Vice-
President wanted a tobacco monopoly in order to save the Matsangos
tobacco industry.

The attention of the public, however, during March and early April
1958, was for the most part turned to the negotiations to form an electoral
front between Markezinis, EDA and the small Centrist parties. 'What was
most interesting was that Markezinis, who was considered a Rightist
and a Royalist, would collaborate with the Left. Of course, K. Tsaldaris,
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the leader of the Right during the bloody years 1945 -50, had also col-
laborated with the Left in the "Democratic Union" in 1956. But the im-
pact then had not been so great because Tsaldaris and his party had Jong
since fallen into secondary importance, and because in that coalition the
tone had been set by the Center and EDA. Now, if the front was going to
be formed, the tone would be set by Markezinis and EDA. The leader of
the Progressives, while arousing the interest of the public with his intelli-
gence and wealth of ideas, failed to inspire its confidence. He always had an
audience which received him well, yet never garnered enough votes for his
party. However, the most significant aspect of the electoral collaboration
between Markezinis, EDA and the small parties was that this front had
many possibilities of attracting followers, and winning first place and
forming a government, thereby pushing aside the traditional parties.

The contacts between Markezinis and EDA had begun before the
elections of 1956. After the elections, Markezinis had established his
collaboration with George Kartalis, which was to continue until the death
of the Democratic Party leader. When Karamanlis resigned, Markezinis
accepted a visit from Pasalidis and Iliou. They all agreed in principle on
the collaboration of their parties in the elections. There followed almost
daily meetings with Iliou (who was sometimes accompanied by other
leading members of EDA such as Efraimidis and Glezos) in order to
clinch the terms of collaboration. At the same time, Iliou was in daily
contact with the representative of DKEL, Alamanis, and the representatives
of the other small parties (Papapolitis, Baltatzis, Papaspyrou, etc.)

The most important issues in the negotiations were the electoral
platform, the composition of party tickets, and the planning of the electoral
campaign. Of course, nobody contested the fact that, should the front win,
Markezinis would become Prime Minister. As to the question of party
tickets, EDA accepted limiting itself to 20-25 seats, and agreed to give
75 to the Progressives and 20-25 to the other parties. On the issue of the
missile bases, which would constitute the main slogan of the campaign,
there was a complete identity of opinion since Markezinis also considered
their acceptance catastrophic for Greece. There was also initial agreement
on the Cyprus issue.

The basic aspect of foreign policy on which disagreement was ex-
pressed, and which led to the failure of the negotiations, was Greece's
position in NATO. Markezinis asked that the platform include a statement
of Greece's loyalty to its alliances. The representatives of EDA wanted a
statement of a policy of friendship towards all countries, or to repeat
the clause on "Greek foreign policy" included in the declaration of the
"Democratic Union" in 1956. During the course of the negotiations, EDA
accepted that Markezinis would state, as a representative of the coalition,
that the government created from a victory of the front would remain
faithful to NATO, and would have a vote of confidence from the Left.
However, EDA rejected the demand of the leader of the Progressives to
include this in the common declaration of the parties. Of course, in any
event, EDA wanted — and Markezinis accepted — a separate statement
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on the part of the Left in which it would express its reservations regarding
NATO, while emphasizing that this difference with the other coalition
parties would not constitute a reason for disrupting the collaboration.

In economic matters, EDA wanted the front to assume specific obliga-
tions to increase wages and to improve the overall standard of living of the
working class. Markezinis agreed in principle to supporting the workers
and the middle class, and to a declaration of the necessity to abolish the
privileges of the oligarchy and to promote the nation's economic develop-
ment with a more equitable distribution of the national income. He was
opposed, however, to specific promises.

Disagreements on issues of "making the peace" were more important,
in any case, than economics. EDA called for a general amnesty, the return
of political refugees, and an end to further deportations. It yielded, how-
ever, on the declaration of amnesty, as it had done in 1956. Markezinis
was again opposed to assuming specific obligations. He only agreed to
declare the adoption of what he called "a policy of forgetting the past,"
by which he meant something broader than "amnesty."

At the same time, EDA continued to negotiate with the other parties.
Papapolitis was especially insistent on the issue of the electoral tickets. He
wanted, for example, the entire ticket of the front in the second district
of Piraeus to be given to EPEK. From one point of the negotiations on,
Markezinis appeared to EDA as the representative of the other small
parties as well.

Despite the serious policy differences between Markezinis and EDA,
most people, and especially the negotiating parties, considered the front
as a 'fait accompli," and they believed that all conflicts would be
resolved. The same beliefs were held by the Soviet diplomats in Athens,
who were following the issue with great interest, particularly because
they thought that the result of the elections would determine whether
Greece would accept the installation of American missile bases on Greek
soil. Markezinis himself was certain that the front would be formed and
that he would secure an absolute majority in the elections. The Soviet
Ambassador, Sergeyev, asked Markezinis at a reception at the Polish Em-
bassy, "Will you collaborate with EDA ?" Markezinis replied, "Of course.
And we will get 51%." Markezinis, as was his habit, left the reception
early, while Sergeyev asked other guests their opinions of the front.
Doubts were expressed by Pyromaglou, who was still under the impression
that Markezinis's personal friend, the American diplomat Yost, had ex-
erted his influence so as to prevent the front's formation. Sergeyev became
furious.

At the end of March, a leading member of the Communist Party and
the steering committee of EDA, Antonis Brillakis, returned from abroad.
The line which he brought from the Politburo of the Communist Party
of Greece on the negotiations with Markezinis led to a stiffening of the
posture of EDA, particularly on the controversial issue of NATO. Thus,
while the steering committee of EDA had agreed, in principle, to accept
the coalition's dedaration of faith in NATO, Brillakis now recommended
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the condemnation of NATO as a maximal goal of the negotiations, or,
at the least, avoiding the issue entirely. Almost at the same time, Marke-
zinis also hardened his position. As opposed to the flexible stance that he
had maintained previously, he now insisted on his point of view on all
issues. Hence, on the evening of April 3, after two meetings that day
between Markezinis, Iliou and Brillakis, the Progressive Party leader an-
nounced to the journalists that "We became aware of disagreements
which were limited to the platform. At that point, I interrupted my discus-
sions with EDA." Ilias Iliou stated that "We became aware of the fact
that a rapprochement between the platform views of the two sides was
impossible. Therefore, the discussions of EDA with Mr. Markezinis on
the participation of the latter in the front were cut off. The front will be
formed with the participation of EDA and other democratic parties and
groups." EPEK and Baltatzis' Agrarian Party concluded that further
possibilities of electoral collaboration with EDA did not exist. On the
same night they announced: "EPEK and the Agrarian Party, after realizing
that a creative agreement for the establishment of an electoral coalition
of the five parties is not possible, have halted any further negotiations with
EDA, and are already facing the situation created."

The same night, a statement of EDA's steering committee mentioned
that "differences in essential aspects of the platform led to the interruption
of negotiations," and claimed that it had shown "open-mindedness and
consistency." It continued: "The objections of the Progressive Party to
essential points of the platform of the Democratic Union, despite the
fact that, since 1956, these points have attracted the overwhelming
majority of the Greek people, led to the interruption of the talks." The
statement concluded: "EDA believes that there are parties and political
forces in the national political arena which will form the Patriotic Front,
and that it can victoriously align itself against the policies of ERE
which serve foreign interests, and against the bankrupt leadership of the
Liberals."

The majority of the members of the Democratic Party favored joining
with EDA in a common front. At the same time, however, they were
making efforts to reestablish the coalition with Markezinis. Alamanis,
Tsirimokos (who had joined DKEL after Kartalis's death), Papaspyrou
and Tzannetakis, visited Markezinis, Papapolitis and Baltatzis, and tried
to persuade them to resume negotiations. The three were intractable. On
the evening of April 4, DKEL announced: "The Democratic Party shares
the obvious displeasure of the people with regard to the interruption of
talks concerning the establishment of a National Front. It believes that
it reflects the popular will by assuming the responsibility for achieving as
broad a collaboration of the progressive forces as possible."

Markezinis was the key. On April 5, Alamanis, Tsirimokos, Papa-
spyrou and Tzannetakis visited him again, hoping to persuade him to
cooperate with EDA. Although most of his closest political friends (Kyrou,
Lykourezos, Papayiannis, etc.) favored the collaboration with EDA,
Markezinis remained firm.
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On the same day, the Central Committee of DKEL decided that their
party would collaborate with EDA. The decision was announced to the
leadership of the Left by Alamanis, Tsirimokos and Tzannetakis. Alamanis,
however, accepted collaboration only with the precondition that the other
small parties would also participate in the front.

On April 7, Markezinis gave an interview in which he evaluated
the negotiations with the Left. He began by stating that the front had
become necessary due to the electoral bill, which was "made to order to
the needs of the two parties which had agreed on it." The purposes of the
front would be "to put an end to favoritism, whose continuation in any
event threaten[ed) to eventually shake the very foundations of the system"
and "to secure national independence through a foreign policy which
would be directed toward all sides." Continuing, he said that there was
no disagreement with the Left on the subject of the missile bases because
the opposition of the Progressive Party to their installation was well-
known. However, there had to be further clarification of other basic
issues because the front's aim in gaining power was to govern the country,
and to do so without FDA's participation. The front had to "instill con-
fidence in the conservative masses as well." Markezinis then referred to the
lengthy talks with the representatives of EDA, saying that there had been
no "differences of opinion" on any basic issue.

On the subject of amnesty, he mentioned that the representatives of
the Left initially insisted on the phrasing of 1956, but appeared likely to
accept the omission of the word "if it was replaced by a promise to
take concrete measures. . . . I insisted on my policy of forgetting the past,
which is a broader concept than amnesty. I also stated that the [present)
regime's division of citizens into different categories should be abolished,
and that democracy should function fully. These policies did not satisfy
EDA if they were not followed by concrete promises, which for my part
I was not ready to make. This was because I did not agree to resolve
individual issues on which I could assume responsibility only as a member
of a government."

Markezinis ended his analysis in the following manner: "In my
opinion, the failure to form a front will prove to be a very important
event. . . . The continuation of splinter groups will harm the former govern-
ment side from the point of view of votes, while simultaneously permitting
the anti-democratic and anti-parliamentarian aspects of the electoral mon-
strosity to be fully reflected in Parliament. It is possible that we will have
a majority of deputies representing a minority of the people and dynamic
minorities in Parliament representing the majority of the people. With
such an irregular form of government, it will never be possible for parlia-
mentary democracy to function smoothly. ..."

EDA declined to get involved in polemics with Markezinis and the
other small parties about the failure to establish the front. In its statement,
which was a reply to the interview of the Progressive leader, it simply
repeated that its positions had been clearly expressed, and continued:
"... Even today, what is most important is the alignment of the patriotic
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forces which agree on the crucial political issues, and, furthermore, the
organization and execution of the electoral struggle for a successful out-
come and a real change. . . ."

In a special meeting of the steering committee of EDA, convened to
examine the situation that developed after the interruption of negotiations,
Manolis Glezos suggested renewed efforts to make innovative proposals
to Markezinis. Specifically, he hoped to persuade Markezinis, as leader
of the coalition, to declare that the government formed after the victory
of the front would remain in NATO, while EDA would express its reser-
vations independently. The steering committee, after lengthy discussion,
accepted Glezos' proposal, and delegated him to see Markezinis himself
regarding the matter. On April 9, Glezos twice visited the Progressive
Party leader to explain his proposal Markezinis replied that the resumption
of negotiations and the reestablishment of the front would at that point
be "like warmed-over soup." Although the leading members of the Pro-
gressive Party advised him to cooperate, Markezinis refused to resume
negotiations, considering the matter finished. He particularly respected
the opinion of Mitrelias, who had been against alignment with EDA all
along. That evening, during his second visit, Glezos handed Markezinis
a letter from EDA's President, Pasalidis, which, after mentioning Mar-
kezinis's interview, continued as follows:

In this interview, the following issues of the platform are
mentioned: 1. Opposition to the installation of missile bases.
2. Opposition to a condition of servitude to foreign interests.
3. Opposition to favoritism. 4. Opposition to the betrayal of
Cyprus. We also note that, thanks to these issues, the Front has
become a reality in the consciousness of the Nation. Therefore,
the political leadership has the obligation to respond to this
national mandate since there is still time, and popular enthusiasm,
which has heretofore been betrayed, will rise to new heights.
Otherwise, each must take a share of the blame. . . . EDA suggests
that the Front should be established only on the above common
ground. As for the two controversial issues, NATO and amnesty,
in declaring its own views, EDA obviously accepts the right of
the parties of the coalition to publicly express their own opinions.

Markezinis immediately replied with the following short letter:

Mr. President, in response to your letter of the 9th, I would like
to remind you that what you are presenting now as new proposals
were already dealt with before the interruption of the negoti-
ations. But aside from that, I steadfastly believe that if negoti-
ations on such issues are interrupted once, due to disagreement,
it does not serve any further purpose to recommence them. . . .

After Markezinis's interview, it became obvious that there were
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scarcely any hopes for the front to be established. For one thing, Papa-
politis and Baltatzis did not intend to cooperate with EDA without Marke-
zinis. Alamanis, who lacked Kartalis's personality and was more conser-
vative, did not believe that the Democratic Party should proceed to the
establishment of a leftist front with EDA. He reconvened the leading
members of DKEL, determined to reverse the previous decision of the
Central Committee. Participating in this meeting were fifteen out of the
party's nineteen deputies from the previous Parliament, ten members of
the Central Committee, and members of the party. Absent for various
reasons were the four former deputies who were for cooperation with
EDA (Melanidis, Tzannetakis, Galenos and Skylakos). Of those present,
twelve agreed with Alamanis's suggestion to cancel plans for the establish-
ment of a front with EDA, while eleven insisted on collaboration and
two did not take sides. The statement issued after the meeting mentioned
that the party had fought for the creation of the front. After the split,
it decided to cooperate with EDA in a smaller front "with expectations
of its enlargement. . .. From the first moment, however, basic differences
were discovered with regard to the image and nature of the front, and also
on certain essential issues of foreign and domestic policy. The Democratic
Party will hold its banner high, and while maintaining its individual
character, will participate in the electoral struggle as a coalition with the
Progressive Party, the Agrarian Party and EPEK, with absolute faith in
the final victory." Most of the members who disagreed with Alamanis's
line (Stratis, Tsirimokos, Pyromaglou, Zakkas, etc.) joined the tickets of
EDA, and some, such as Tzannetakis, declared that they would not partici-
pate in the elections. Alamanis stated that those who collaborated with
EDA "would place themselves outside the party." D. Stratis, the old
syndicalist and socialist, who was also the President of the Central Com-
mittee of DKEL, replied that, by various means, Alamanis reversed the
decision to cooperate with EDA, which the party had taken by an over-
whelming majority, and that he arbitrarily decided on the unification with
EPEK and KAE. The party founded by Kartalis and Svolos would not
survive this trial.

By Easter, April 13, 1958, the different parties had been formed.
Besides ERE and the Liberals, EDA also participated as an "independent
party." In addition to members of DKEL, there were other politicians
collaborating with EDA, who came from the right or were Liberals, such
as Stamatis Merkouris, G. Bakopoulos, T. Voulodimos, and D. Leonardos.
The four small parties which had negotiated with EDA for the establish-
ment of the front (Progressives, EPEK, KAE, and what had remained
of DKEL under Alamanis) formed a coalition under the name PADE
(Progressive Agrarian Democratic Union). The former Vice-President
of the Karamanlis government, A. Apostolidis, also collaborated with
them as a candidate from Magnesia. Panagiotis Papaligouras collaborated
with the "Union of the Popular Party."

The Liberal Party was the first one to present its platform to the
electorate. Its declaration started with an extremely sharp attack against
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the Right, particularly against the Karamanlis government, which it
called "a Government of National Submission, Scandals and Lies." It
furthermore accused the government of "blackening the prestige of
Greece." The Liberals also lashed out at the Left: "the foreign-directed
puppets of the Extreme Left are permanently in the service of foreigners."
"Only the Liberal Party," the statement continued, "not dependent on
either side, is in a position to follow a line according to strictly Greek
criteria, and have as their only guideline the interests of the Nation and
the Greek people. Only we are in a position to exercise a Greek foreign
policy." The positions on foreign policy were "participation in the ranks
of the free world," but not in the form of "slave submission," and per-
sistence on demanding "self-determination for the Cypriot people
within a reasonable set period." The Liberals would not consider any
discussion of the installation of missile bases in Greece "if the sacred right
of self-determination for the Cypriot people is not satisfied, and if Greece
is not recognized as an equal among its allies." In domestic affairs, the
Liberals promised justice; the uprooting of favoritism "so that political
men will rise through their struggles on the scene, and not through back-
stage conspiracies"; restoring the complete functions of democracy;
abolishing the laws relating to the continuation of the insurrection (the
Civil War); permanent Court jurisdiction on matters of deportation;
establishing the simple proportional method as the permanent electoral
system; promoting rapid economic growth of the country; alleviating
taxes; and satisfying the demands of the masses. The declaration ended
with the slogan, "Vote Greek." But the Liberal Party had been very
badly hurt by the discussions in Parliament on the electoral law, and the
accusations that it had collaborated with ERE in order to misrepresent
the popular will. Furthermore, it had been proven that the titles of the
historic pre-war parties no longer moved public opinion, which was
seeking new, broader parties adapted to modern trends.

This indisputable event, the obsolescence of the "historical" parties,
was referred to by Karamanlis in his own declaration, which was much
more restrained and low-keyed. The leader of ERE called the Liberal
Party "old-fashioned" and "ideologically divided," and, so as to prove
that he had rejuvenated the political scene, claimed that "the remnants of
the old Right have not been accepted by ERE." (In reality, this was valid
only for the former heads of the old Right, the leading members of which
constituted the body of Mr. Karamanlis's party — which had indeed just
announced the participation on one of its tickets of the Minister of Police
during the Metaxas dictatorship, K. Maniadakis.) Karamanlis was parti-
cularly severe, however, in his attack on the "apostates" of ERE. "A month
ago," he said, "an unexpected political crisis was created as a result of a
dark conspiracy. The most diverse political and economic factors partici-
pated in this conspiracy. Unfaithful colleagues of mine, enviously seeking
higher status, offered to become the instruments of this conspiracy."
Karamanlis, however, based his electoral campaign mostly on pointing to
the country's economic progress during his term as Prime Minister, and
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by creating a bogey in "the threat of the Popular Front." The increase in
GNP, the stabilization of the economy, the "preservation of the alliances,"
and the "rescue of the country from the Popular Front" were the issues
that Karamanlis raised in his speech at ERE's big electoral rally of May 8
at Klafthmonos Square. As for the controversial subject of the bases, the
leader of ERE repeated that he had not assumed any obligations, and that
when it would be deemed necessary, the government and the National
Assembly would make a decision based on the demands of national
security.

The protection of the country from "nuclear catastrophe" was EDA's
main slogan. EDA was the first party to stage a big electoral rally in
Athens; it took place on May 5. EDA's rally at Klafthmonos Square was
not only large and animated but picturesque because it was the first time
that political leaders spoke from a platform in Athens. The sight of
speeches from platforms, which is the rule in other countries, was some-
thing unusual for Greece. EDA had to resort to this solution because it
had not been offered a balcony by the owners of any of the buildings on
Klafthmonos Square or on the side streets. Nevertheless, people had com-
pletely filled the area up to the entrance of the University — an indication
that EDA was gaining strength, and that its slogans were then quite
popular.

In the meantime, Nikita Khrushchev had suddenly intruded upon the
Greek electoral campaign. In an exclusive interview in To Vima, the First
Secretary of the Soviet Communist Party underlined the steps achieved
towards collaboration between the Balkan countries, referred to the Ruma-
nian Prime Minister Stoika's proposal for a nuclear-free zone in the area,
and continued: "Naturally, peaceful collaboration between the Balkan
peoples is contradictory to any plans for transforming the region into a
zone for possible nuclear or missile warfare." He spoke about the need
to further develop friendly relations between Greece and the Arab coun-
tries, and explained the Soviet position on the Cyprus issue. "The Soviet
Union," he stressed, "was, and still is, in favor of a solution of the Cyprus
problem which would correspond to the interests of the population of
Cyprus, and to the establishment of peace in that region. In our opinion,
all people have the right to determine their fate, and the sooner the
remnants of the shameful colonial system disappear, the better it will be
for the peoples and for world peace. Soviet citizens sympathize with and
respect the efforts of the Cypriots to protect their lawful right to rid them-
selves of foreign oppression." Khrushchev furthermore charged that
Greece's allies in NATO were preventing the resolution of the Cyprus issue,
and that the "colonialists" were trying to impose an illegitimate constitution
and partition on Cyprus. He emphasized that "We believe that if the UN
does not want to be led by the colonialists, it must finally base its opinion
concerning the Cyprus problem on a real and just democratic foundation."

Khrushchev went on to call NATO an aggressive alliance which
threatened to involve Greece "in dangerous military adventures launched
by other members such as the U.S.A. or Turkey." "Today," he continued,
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"the leaders of NATO have plans to install American nuclear and
missible bases on Greek territory. It is well-known that a large
portion of the Greek population finds this a fearful prospect,
and so rallies against such plans, the realization of which would
endanger the future of the Greek people. This is indeed understandable.
The presence of nuclear bases on Greek soil could, in the event of war,
subject the country to nuclear attack, with all its attendant tragic conse-
quences. Some members of the North Atlantic Allance, despite their
obligations to this organization, will not hear of any plans for the installa-
tion of nuclear and missile bases on their soil. It is not surprising that
many Greeks suggest that Greece should also follow this wise road."
In his concluding remarks, Khrushchev referred to Greek-Soviet relations,
and to the traditional friendly ties between the two nations. He emphasized
that there was a wide margin for greater development of trade, and that
the Soviet Union was willing to contribute to the economic development
of Greece, building factories and supplying machinery among other forms
of cooperation.

Khrushchev's interview was considered as interference in the electoral
struggle, favoring the parties which were against the bases (EDA, PADE).
Karamanlis stated that Khrushchev's effort to influence the outcome of
the elections was "an indirect but nevertheless unacceptable intervention
in the internal affairs of a foreign country." He also said that NATO was
a purely defensive, not aggressive alliance, and that the Atlantic Council
had not decided to install missile bases in Greece. He added that "Such
an eventuality . . . would be examined with the national security as a
guideline." Finally, he stressed that Greece had made efforts to improve
its relations with the Soviet Union and the other countries of the Eastern
bloc.

In the 1958 elections, the seats would again be distributed on the
basis of the 1940 census, which favored the Right at the expense of the
other parties, especially those of the Left. In Thesprotia, for example,
in order to elect a deputy in the first distribution, the proportionate vote
needed would decrease to 6,862, while in the second district of Athens,
it would go up to 23,244. In other words, a candidate seeking election in
the second district of Athens needed four times as many votes as his
counterpart in Thesprotia. Considerable differences obtained in various
regions effectively neutralized the one-man, one-vote provision of the
Constitution. It was no accident that the system favored the border areas
and districts where the Right had greater means of influencing the popular
will, as opposed to the urban centers, where the powers of the Left and
of the Center were gathered. In any event, the Right had many ways to
influence the popular will. There were several hundred exiles in the Agios
Efstratios concentration camp and several thousand political prisoners.
Everyone who was in the Opposition, especially Leftists, were constantly
threatened by the security committees and by the certificates of social con-
viction (pistopiitika kinonikon fronimaton).

Besides these basic and permanent post-war inequalities between
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citizens, Georgakopoulos's service government created the best conditions
for holding elections since before the War, as far as the Opposition was
concerned. One of the measures it took to satisfy a request of the Opposi-
tion was to disarm the security reserves (Tagmata Ethnikis Asfaleias) in
all the provinces of the country — except border areas — on election day.

Representatives from all parties had the opportunity to visit any
region and to address rallies. Representatives of EDA spoke in Florina
and Kastoria, and Pasalidis was received at Doxato with great pomp as
the town band played in his honor. There was only one bloody incident.
In Katerini, terrorists of the Right stoned to death a 70 year-old represen-
tative of EDA (Yiannis Thomopoulos) on the eve of the election.

In general, the elections were held without violent incidents in a
climate of free competition. With the exception of the crime of Katerini,
open rancor was limited to speeches and bombastic propaganda. The final
large electoral rally in Athens was that of the Liberal Party, whose leader-
ship believed, up to the last moment, that it had secured at least second
place, and stood a good chance of being first The two co-leaders of the
Liberals, speaking at Klafthmonos Square on May 9, lashed out at the Left.
Venizelos termed them a miserable hoard of mindless puppets while Pap-
andreou called the KKE a branch office of Moscow. Papandreou also
accused the Right of monopolizing the Nation. They both promised
equality to all; alleviation of the climate of fear; reduced taxes; social
justice; universal education; the opening of trade relations with the
Eastern bloc for Greek exports; and unyielding support of the Cypriots'
demand for self-determination.

The results of the elections of. May 11 were surprising — disagree-
ably so for the Liberals. ERE, although losing about 12-13% of the votes
it had received in 1956, retained the bulk of the right-wing vote, and,
thanks to the electoral system which it had fabricated together with the
Liberals, won the largest share of seats. The coalition of members of the
Right who opposed Karamanlis, the "Union of the Popular Party," which
had candidates in 29 districts, merely gathered less than 3% of the votes.
EDA was the biggest surprise of the elections, coming in second with
24.43%. EDA managed to turn to its advantage, at least to a slight degree,
the electoral system which had been principally created to exclude the
Left from Parliament. Analytically, the results were as follows:

Parties Votes Percentages Seats

ERE 1,583,885 41.17 171
EDA 939,902 24.43 79
Liberals 795,445 20.68 36
PADE 408,787 10.62 10
ELK 113,358 2.94 4
Independents 4,000 0.10
Individuals 2,399 0.06 —
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The electoral system had contributed to the concentration of party
power as votes went to fewer parties and coalitions. But this advantage
proved to be temporary. In a short while, further redistributions and
realignments between parties would occur. The disadvantages of the system
are even more obvious when one compares the percentage of votes to the
percentage of seats.

Parties Votes Seats Difference
(in percentages) (in percentages)

ERE 41.17 57 +15.83
EDA 24.43 26.32 + 1.89
Liberals 20.68 12 — 8.68
PADE 10.62 3.34 — 7.28
ELK 2.94 1.34 — 1.60

Under this system, ERE was the biggest winner; the Liberal Party
fared the worst — although it had been instrumental, together with ERE,
in drafting and passing the electoral bill. One of the main reasons for the
Liberals' defeat was precisely the role Papandreou and Venizelos played in
resolving the issue of the electoral system, which EDA and the small parties
attacked them for. A number of voters who used to vote for the Liberals
now preferred EDA or PADE not only because of the electoral issue but
also due to the fact that the Liberals had not taken a clear stand on the
establishment of missile bases in Greece. The meteoric rise of the Left must
also be attributed to the Cyprus issue, which had reinforced anti-Western
currents in Greece. Another factor was the Soviet Union, which appeared
at the UN as the main defender of the Cypriots and of oppressed colonies
in general. At that time, it was enjoying great international prestige,
particularly after launching Sputnik (and despite events in Hungary),
while the United States was at a low point for various reasons ( failures
with intercontinental missile development and the space program, eco-
nomic stagnation, old and unstable leadership, etc.) American influence
was at an especially low ebb in Greece due to the Cyprus issue, the Dulles
message, the Eisenhower doctrine, American support of Turkey against
Syria, and so forth.

It is certain, however, that the rise of EDA was not as sudden as
figures indicated. To a certain degree, there were signs of such a develop-
ment in 1956 also; however, they were not recognized since votes for
the Left had been mixed with those for the other parties of the "Demo-
cratic Union." The conditions of the 1958 elections, the collaboration of
1956, and the international situation, convinced that section of the elec-
torate which, though influenced by the Left, had previously voted along
Centrist lines, of FDA's serious role even as a party of the governing
majority. The support lent to its tickets by personalities who might not
have had serious political power as individuals but who acted as "catalysts,"
and the simultaneous rupture of the Center, intensified this current. Since
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the municipal elections of 1954, but especially in 1958, EDA had become
the pole of attraction for a large group of people opposed to the Right and
its governments. Finally, EDA had persuaded a considerable segment of
public opinion that it was not an agent of turmoil and dangerous adven-
turism, but a parliamentary party struggling for a normal development
of reforms favorable to working people.

EDA met with great success in the urban centers. In the second
district of Piraeus, it received 46,976 votes as against 15,240 for ERE,
10,240 for the Liberals, 3,709 for PADE and 472 for ELK. In the city of
Piraeus, EDA received 34,615 votes, ERE 30,081, the Liberals 12,603,
PADE 7,932 and ELK 1,402. EPEK, which had considered Piraeus its
own fiefdom, disappeared. It did not elect even one deputy in the entire
country. From PADE, only Markezinis was elected in Athens, Alamanis
in Magnesia, five of the Agrarian Party in Northern Greece, and three
others. Only four deputies were elected from ELK (Kanellopoulos, Papa-
ligouras, S. Stephanopoulos and G. Stephanopoulos) . K. Tsaldaris remained
out of Parliament, as did Apostolidis and the two people most responsible
for ERE's economic policies, D. Helmis and H. Thivaios. Finally, Pana-
giotis Pipinelis lost his seat also. The results in the city of Athens were
as follows: ERE 97,251, EDA 89,213, Liberals 41,414, PADE 21,737,
and ELK 6,385.

One result of the elections was to "weed out" the small parties. EPEK
disappeared for good, although a small group of faithful politicians re-
mained around Papapolitis. The Popular and Democratic parties also disap-
peared. There was a short-lived effort by Tsirimokos to rally all the
deputies who had cooperated with EDA, and who had been elected under
its banner. Another effort to create a leftist Agrarian Party (NAK) also
proved to be in vain.

In any case, for one of the few times after the war, no party con-
tested the outcome of the elections, at least as far as the votes were con-
cerned. Of course there was criticism regarding the electoral system, but
the main losers, the Liberals, could not complain since they were among
its chief creators. While the Opposition did not question the results,
however, the government and other interest groups, both Greek and foreign,
began to consider means of altering the popular will, or at least that part
which had expressed itself in favor of the Left. In any event, whatever was
to be done was to be done "by hook or by crook." Serious concern about
EDA's success was expressed by American and British newspapers. Thus,
the New York Times wrote:

The elections in Greece have brought about results which the
West should receive favorably in their entirety, but which also
contain a warning that must be particularly paid attention to.
The welcome aspect is that Mr. Karamanlis and the young
National Radical Union under his leadership have returned to
power with an increased and absolute parliamentary majority,
allowing them to form a government. ...
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After attributing EDA's success to the economic situation, the Cyprus
issue and the matter of the bases, the American newspaper concluded:

Greece is secure for the present, but the elections clearly under-
line the urgent need for three things: in other words, the quick
settlement of the Cyprus issue; the restoration of a better economic
balance between rich and poor; and the consolidation of a political
balance in which the politicians of Athens will reject their resent-
ment of Mr. KataMaT111S. ...

There were also conspiratorial movements among army officers, par-
ticularly those who had belonged for many years to IDEA, or its branch
EENA (Union of Young Greek Officers), who had not abandoned the
idea of a coup in order to impose a dictatorship. Movements of the same
type had also been observed in 1956 after the establishment of the "Demo-
cratic Union."

translated from the Greek by the staff
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Greece:
Portraits and Landscapes

a photoessay by NIKI TIPALDOU

The photographs of Niki Tipaldou are reflective in the most
literal sense of that word. They are instantaneous pictures of a
situation at its most private and discreet moment. Indeed, the
inherent and inimitable capacity of photography to encompass
and develop the moment is represented in Tipaldou's work to an
unusually high degree. Her photographs are neither pure image
nor simple documentation, but an attempt to accurately capture
the complex resonance of the human world.

This point of the "human world" is important because it
clarifies the specific impulses behind Tipaldou's work. For her, the
world cannot be separated from those who inhabit it. As far as
she is concerned, there is no such thing as a "natural" world
distinct from the world of humanity. Our world, our environment,
the very meaning of our lives, is informed — and molded and
daily recreated — by the concrete consciousness that emanates from
us and is our most precise mark of identity. As Tipaldou has said
herself, ". . . landscape is not my main theme; I'm interested in
the human factor which we confront in our lives." In other words,
to speak of "the world" in abstract terms is not to speak of it at
all. If one is seriously to consider the human condition, one must
do so from a human perspective. Abstractions, "objectifications,"
and all other kinds of "purification" of analysis, are nothing more
than an excuse to overlook — and misrepresent — the everyday
universe of men and women.

In this sense, Tipaldou's landscapes are quite human indeed.
They are natural extensions of life as we know it. Not merely trees
and clouds and plastic animals in other words, dead images —
but bricks and ploughs and donkeys breathless from activity and
emotion. What we discern in Tipaldou's work is a feeling of unity,
of inalienability, of a totality that is constituted equally of am-
plitude and connection. In this manner, just as her landscapes



82	 JOURNAL OF THE HELLENIC DIASPORA

are very human, her human beings are exceedingly "earthy." In
both cases, we are brought face-to-face with a social perception
and an aesthetic that is totally committed to the principle — and
the fact — that the world is one, and that it is ours.

There is one final point that should be made. As dedicated as
Tipaldou is to a certain vision, she has not allowed herself to be
led to a standardization of her art. She has successfully assimilated
a number of aesthetic sensibilities. Her work has enormous range.
Indeed, the reason for its power lies in its 'variety and, at times,
its very opposition to itself. Niki Tipaldou has never been an artist
who has created by formula. Her photographs are the result of a
subtle and precise mind. As such, they are images of an artist that
has understood quite well that, while truth does exist, its forms
are many and, oftentimes, contradictory.

—Peter Pappas































Book Reviews

The Military in Greek Politics: The
1909 Coup d'Etat by S. V. PAPA-
cosmA. Kent, Ohio: The Kent
State University Press, 1977.
254 pp. $12.50.

An appraisal of the performance
of American scholarship in the
field of modern Greek history de-
fies generalization. From Petropu-
los's excellent Politics and State-
craft in the Kingdom of Greece
(Princeton, 1968) to Ph.D dis-
sertations that appear in various
American universities, there is a
wide range in degree of success. The
least effective works usually suffer
from a lack of acquaintance with
unpublished sources and irritate
the informed reader with trite repe-
tition. Papacosma's book, based on
a variety of foreign public archives
and a wealth of printed information
concerning the 1909 military coup
in Athens, certainly does not belong
to that category.

Of the published sources, the
author has only failed to consult
the minutes of the discussions in the
Greek Parliament. His least fruit-
ful encounter was with the Ministry
of Defense during the junta period.
The Ministry typically discouraged
historians with the unlikely story
that all military archives prior to
1940 were destroyed in the 1950's.
It is of course a mystery how the
Department of Military History has
produced and is still producing its
multi-volume histories without the
aid of archives. The resources of
the Foreign Office, extensively ex-

ploited by Papacosma, constitute
his most valuable contribution since
the British dimension has been ab-
sent from the literature on this much
discussed subject. A minor point is
that the anonymous apology of
Theotokis's military reforms, He
stratiotiki katastasis kai he politike
tou G. N. Theotokis, is attributed,
without any indication that the work
bears no author's name, to V. Dous-
manis.

Foreign Office officials in 1909
appraised Greece's value as an ally
in low terms. Thus, on the eve of
the coup, Sir Edward Grey believed
the Greek Army to be "perfectly
useless" and he "very much doubted
the capacity of the Greeks, even if
they had the money, to create an
efficient naval force." The Inter-
national Financial Control imposed
on Greece as a consequence of the
disastrous war of 1897 tried to
ensure that no political turbulence
or large military expenditure would
impede or divert Greek resources
from the prompt servicing of
Greece's foreign loans.

The coup at Goudi was greeted
with hostility by most European
powers. King Edward VII of Eng-
land asked that ships of the Medi-
terranean Fleet remain moored off
Faliron so that "the King of Greece
may rely on them for full moral
support." No great power wished to
see the dynasty go, forced out by
the younger and more militant
members of the "Military League"
that executed the coup. Such an
eventuality would have constituted
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the overture to unknown develop-
ments. The British would suffer the
loss of a firm friend in King George,
and Germany in the heir apparent
to the throne, Prince Constantine.

Throughout the period of his
ordeal (the autumn of 1909 and
the winter of 1910), George con-
fided his worries to the British Min-
ister in Athens, Sir Francis Elliot.
On January 28, the King of the
Hellenes was not at all certain that
the revisionist assembly would not
depart from its program: "{. . .1 it
was certain to be composed of dem-
agogues, journalists and numbers
of officers [. .3 all ready to vote
for anything, including his own
dethronement, which might be
recommended to them by M. Veni-
zelos, who was now master of the
situation {_J."

In spite of the King's fears,
Eleftherios Venizelos (his Christian
name incidentally does not mean
"liberator" but "one who is free"—
see p. 33) proved in fact to be the
dews ex machina both for the dynas-
ty and the military, who were, by the
beginning of 1910, totally baffled
by the unexpected demands that
power had pressed upon them.

The term "chauvinistic" (p. 151)
is not perhaps appropriate to des-
cribe the goal of military prepared-
ness which Papacosma rightly as-
serts as being the foremost concern
of the League. This is not the place
to examine the legitimacy of Balkan
irredentist ideologies, but to ab-
solve the League of any accusa-
tion of promoting aggressive policy
one must be reminded that the
Young Turks posed a very real threat
to Greece in 1909.

The other important motive
which led junior officers to rise

against the military and political
establishment was the monolithic
royal patronage in the armed forces.
Prince Constantine, the discredited
Commander-in-Chief of 1897, as-
sumed complete control of the army
through a bill passed by the Theo-
tokis government in 1900, in spite
of the opposition by Rallis and
Deligiannis in Parliament. One by
one, the politicians who had prom-
ised to repeal the law came to
terms with the Throne when they
assumed power: Deligiannis in 1903
at the expense of his minister of
war, CoI. Th. Lymbritis, who re-
signed after insisting that the bill
should be suspended, and D. Rallis,
who failed to live up to the expect
ations of the League when he be-
came Prime Minister in July 1909.

The professional grievances ex-
pressed by the movement of 1909,
as well as its corporate character,
deserve special attention. Junior
officers assumed the initiative against
the "old politicians" and royal
patronage when it became abund-
antly clear that their political
patrons were not prepared to chal-
lenge royal authority in order to
curtail the influence of the princes
in the armed forces. Promotions,
comfortable postings and scholar-
ships abroad were at stake.

Middle rank and senior officers,
with the exception of Colonel Zor-
bas, who acted as a figurehead, were
not included in the Military League.
Its junior officer members belonged
either to the more radical group of
academy graduate Lieutenants who
aspired to go as far as the replace-
ment of the dynasty (Papacosma
produces evidence to that effect,
p. 88), or Lieutenants and Car,tains
who had taken part in the Maced-
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onian Struggle and exhibited more
respect for established social and
political institutions. The "Cap-
tain's" moderation ultimately pre-
vailed in the decisions of the or-
ganization.

Whether the activities of the offi-
cers fulfill the requirements of a
bourgeois revolution or not has
been a longstanding issue of dis-
pute among Greek historians. The

author has quickly dismissed the
revolutionary allegation without ex-
amining the arguments of such in-
teresting discussants as Skleros,
Kordatos, Ventiris, Daphnis and a
host of others. Although as a his-
torian's reference book on the 1909
coup the work is certainly valuable,
it lacks the sociological dimension
which would considerably enrichen
the analysis of events.

— Thanos Veremis

***

Xceplv71 "Avoth [The Lost
Spring) by STRATIS TSIRKAS.

Athens: 'ExS6ast,g KiSpog, 1976,
second edition. 258 pp. 200
drachmas.

One of the fundamental contra-
dictions of the socialist novel has
been its inability to correctly con-
front the problem of the meaning
of history and the nature of histori-
cal representation. Indeed, one of
the profoundest ironies of Western
literature has been that the histori-
cal novel has been most acutely de-
veloped not by the writers of the
proletariat but of the bourgeoisie,
As far as the delineation of social
classes and processes, and the ana-
lytical description of a historical
era are concerned, there is no social-
ist novel equal to The Red and the
Black and no socialist writer equal
to Balzac or Tolstoy (not to men-
tion Stendhal of course). The bour-
geois writer has clearly understood
the meaning of class conflict and the
connection between a class and a
specific historical moment, he has
clearly understood the link be-
tween the social world and indi-
vidual definition, and, finally, he

has come to terms — not only po-
litically but aesthetically — with the
meaning of "representation," that
is to say, with the specific signifi-
cance of individual behavior as a
reflection of — and, many times, a
reaction to — a concrete historical
context. Julien Sorel is not a "histori-
cal character" but a man of history.
He is not the "representative" of an
age but the age itself. In him, as in
all of the great characters of the
bourgeois novel, history and class
consciousness have united perfectly
to create a precise and synthetic (in
the Marxist sense) world-historical
moment.

It is interesting to note that the
question of finding the correct rep-
resentational framework within
which to determine historical reality
has been answered much more suc-
cessfully by socialist writers outside
of the novel. Mayakovsky, Neruda
and Hikmet in poetry, and Brecht in
the theater, all agreed on the epic
nature of history. That is to say,
they considered history to be a
massive and endless current which
gave significance to particular ele-
ments — the individual — only
through the comprehension of the
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whole. Historical perception was
thus not merely a matter of sociolo-
gy alone but of psychology. To
understand the general was to
understand the minutest parts of
the specific; to understand the
specific only was, essentially, to
understand nothing at all.

Stratis Tsirkas's latest work, I
Chameni Anixi (which is the first
part of a trilogy entitled Dhisechta
Chronia), is a historical novel that
is utterly ahistorical. It is a book that
has made a valiant effort to conjoin
the universal with the unique,
to illuminate both the "great"
and the "little" world and, in the
end, to mold them together into one
definitive reconstruction that re-
flects a multifarious historical re-
ality. What emerges from Tsirkas's
creation, however, is not an enor-
mous social tableau that is, at the
same time, both subtle and in-
clusive, but a huge collage that
confounds one with its confusion
of detail and indeterminate sense of
construction. For a collage to suc-
ceed, it must have a central point of
focus — either aesthetic or con-
ceptual — but I Chameni Anixi
tears at itself from at least three
different directions. 'While the in-
tention of the writer was to inte-
grate these three diverging tenden-
cies into one focal point of percep-
tion, he was unable to accomplish
it, and the reason for his failure
lies in his inability to confront the
central issue of history and histori-
cal representation,

Tsirkas's book deals with the
twenty days in July of 1965 that
have come to be known as the
louliana, that is to say, the period
when former King Constantine
summarily dismissed the popularly-

elected, majority government of
George Papandreou and inaugu-
rated the "apostasy." It was during
that time also that Sotiris Petroulas,
a leading cadre of the Lambrakis
Youth, was killed in a demonstra-
tion supporting the overthrown
democratic government. Those days
of the "royal coup" in July were
a period of great historical moment
for the subsequent definition of the
Greek nation. It was one of those
extraordinary occasions when a peo-
ple become conscious of their his-
torical presence and come together
to collectively determine the social
vision of their future. It was a time,
in other words, of social identity,
a time when an individual becomes
lost — or rather, quintessentially
rediscovers himself — in the revo-
lutionary strength of a collective
will to sovereignty.

As was stated earlier, Tsirkas
examines this period through a
triple perspective. First of all, he
documents the events themselves,
describing them in a strictly jour-
nalistic sequence devoid of any sense
of "historical" consideration. The
events are presented as they occur,
as segmented parts of a puzzle that
remains incoherent until the very
end. For Tsirkas, history is not a
process of "unfolding," of a con-
tinuous recreation of reality, but of
construction, of an architectonic
manner of comprehension that is, in
essence, contrary to a fluid and
developmental understanding of
the human condition. History is a
product — it "happens" — as op-
posed to being the most organic
and inalienable element of human-
kind's definition of — and struggle
against — itself. As such, we not
only lose all sense of the historical
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moment's meaning regarding the
"great" world, but are denied the
significance of its specific resonance
on the "little" one as well.

The confrontation of the book's
two main characters with the period
through which they are living con-
stitutes the other two parts of I
Chameni Anixi's triple perspective.
It is in this representation of the
"little" world, of the unique, of
the individual within history, that
Tsirkas's novel is most unsuccess-
ful, however. We follow Andreas
(a political refugee who returns to
Greece after eighteen years of ex-
ile) and Flora (an expatriate
American) as they "awaken" to
the realities of the political events
around them. Slowly, they become
conscious of their own need to be-
come a part of the great mass move-
ment that is being threatened with
extinction. Though one is an old
leftist and the other a "decadent"
bourgeoise, they have independently
reached the common ground of
historical participation. They have
both come to understand that there
is no such thing as a private world,
that the world is one and insepar-
able, and that one can neither escape
it nor come to terms with himself
outside of it. In the end, they have
both become historical actors. The
problem, as far as the reader is
concerned, is that they have re-
mained completely unchanged.

Andreas and Flora are not a part
of the fabric of their time but
merely a patchwork addition to it.
They are not constituent elements
of the social network which they
finally join; on the contrary, they
are reactive agents, people outside
the very sense of history. They rep-
resent individuals that do not

choose to act for concrete reasons
but that are, rather, "swept away."
Aesthetically, they are indistinct
formulations that are programmat-
ically determined. Politically, they
are exemplars of the imprecise con-
sciousness of the bourgeois fellow-
traveler. In general, they are nei-
ther archetypes nor stereotypes
(the latter, Brecht taught us, are
conventions that can result in pro-
found aesthetic and political mod-
els). They are simply characters
that "tell a story" without, in any
way, illuminating it.

In one special sense, however,
Tsirkas's novel is not only an
accurate reflection of social re-
ality but an authentic and lib-
erating statement of the human
condition. Tsirkas's depiction of
the private world of humanity, the
world of sexual need and conflict,
of emotional dependence and con-
tradiction, of psychosocial compul-
sions that manifest themselves in
alcohol and drugs, demonstrates
a concern for — and an affinity to —
the fundamental plight of men and
women that is noteworthy for its
singularity in Greek socialist litera-
ture. The Greek Left has always
suffered from a repressive puritan-
ism that has proved to be one of
the most persistent and ineradic-
able elements of its Stalinist heri-
tage. The world of the flesh and
its obsessions — of the human in-
evitability of decadence — has not
only always frightened it, but con-
sistently provoked it into a hysteri-
cal reaction. The Greek Left has
traditionally denounced any attempt
to seriously confront the issues of
man's internal self. It has con-
demned all such efforts as bourgeois
in nature and socially diversionary
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in intent. Thus, it has misunderstood
both the complexity of human ex-
perience and Marx's uncompro-
mising commitment to the total
liberation of the human race.

Tsirkas (the man who reconciled
the "decadent" Cavafy to the "vir-
tuous" Left) has been the only
major Greek socialist writer to con-
tinually seek to investigate the dar-
ker regions of humanity's existence.
Indeed, perhaps the most poignant
scene in I Chameni Anixi is a homo-
sexual's description of the torture
of his lover by ESA (the Greek Mil-
itary Police). Tsirkas has, in this
fashion, vividly portrayed the vile
brutality of fascism on the most
fundamental and universal level of
erotic connection. He has crystal-
lized the meaning of oppression in
the most common denominator of
human experience — the repression
of sexuality. In this sense, Tsirkas's
book is both profoundly progressive
and a unique rearticulation of the

socialist vision and the socialist
novel. It is an attempt to move
beyond the merely "social" in order
to discover the true human land-
scape of society.

Ultimately, I Chameni Anixi is
a positive addition to the body of
socialist and proletarian literature.
What is unfortunate is that it is
only a very incomplete addition.
The socialist novel must still follow
a long and constant process of def-
inition and realization. It has yet
to negotiate the political and aes-
thetic summit of the "great" bour-
geois novel. It has yet to find itself,
or more precisely, the world which
it seeks. Finally, it has yet to instill
in us that magnificent combination
of delight, reverence and pride with
which we regard the bourgeois
novel, and which is a product of
the awe of ourselves when faced
with the singularly human capacity
to endlessly recreate the world from
the beginning.

— Peter Pappas

BapPipa, 336:4 xczt EuTcoXt-ceta
(The Life and Hard Times of
Varvara) by KOSTAS PAVLOU
PANAYOTOPOULOS. Athens: Tx-
Sbascc Krzatav yin% 1978, sec-
ond edition. 58 pp. 130 drach-
mas.

Once upon a time, an old Greek
woman stuffed some corn into her
apron and went out into her yard
to feed her chickens. As she was
feeding them, a man passed by who
stopped and said: "Well, what do
I see here: You have some chicks !
How many are there?" "Five," said
the old woman. "There are not

five," said the man, "There are
six." "No," replied the woman,
"there are five." "Count them.
You'll see that there are six." And
the man proceeded to count the
chicks. "Six," he said with satis-
faction. The old woman raised her
eyes, and looked at the man with
surprise. Then, her mouth twisted
with bitterness, she said: "The mare
must have killed one. She is care-
less. . . ." And she went on to com-
plain about the mare.

What I find striking in this little
anecdote, told to me as a true story
years ago, is the old woman's in-
ability to understand that she could
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have more chicks instead of less.
She does not know how to count,
but this is irrelevant to the story. It
renders its humor in order to camou-
flage its tragic point — that things
worsen in some people's minds,
they seldom improve. This condi-
tion of mind, so characteristic of
Greeks of those generations which
survived the Second World War,
as well as a disastrous civil war
and numerous tempestuous political
upheavals, is inevitably accompanied
by complaining, fast becoming an
art in itself. The old woman com-
plained about the mare, and she
could have complained with the
same ease about everything under
the sun.

Panayotopoulos's Varvara is the
latest conglomeration of complaints
of everything Greek or foreign, and
it is by far the most representative
work of the entire movement of the
"literature of complaint" flourishing
in Greece today. Scores of books
are being published to feed this
movement, which seems to have be-
come a cult. As a literary genre,
Varvara falls somewhere between
Karagiozis (the Greek shadow
theater) and the cartoons of Bost.
Written as an interior monologue
in the form of what could be con-
strued to be a poem, it tells the story
of a woman called Varvara, who,
at a crucial period of her life, loses
her job at the hotel where she has
been working as a chambermaid all
her life because it is going to be
demolished. As a character, Var-
vara is disposed to swearing; she is
completely illogical and possesses
a "madness" which, if directed pro-
perly, could move mountains. In
her madness, she comes close to the
memorable Mrs. Ekavi of Tachtzis'

The Third Wedding. She has made
mistakes, but others have made more.
Compared to Foni, another charac-
ter in the book, Varvara has not
been half as evil. This automatically
gives her the right to complain
openly and loudly about Foni and
a lot of other things. Throughout
the book, we hear her complain
about salaries, food, sex, tourism,
taxes, the city of Athens, pollution,
capitalism, imperialism, religion,
the traffic, space travel, social dis-
tinction, justice, the police, the
clergy, education, the media, free-
dom movements, forest fires, in-
ternational politics, conferences,
restaurants, and Greek beaches, just
to mention a few items.

Such a collection of complaints
against life as it is experienced in
Greece today, accumulated in one
place, is frightening. Complaint,
as manifested in the arts or in every-
day living, is bound to be a dead
end in itself. It can lead nowhere
because most often it springs from
ignorance and is not constructive.
Wherever knowledge is involved,
there is anger — a healthy state of
mind, and one which can open new
horizons for those who experience
it. Revolutions have resulted from
anger, never from complaint. This
constant complaining is precisely
what I object to in the book. Its
result is a fatalistic acceptance of
life, a total eclipse of pride, a lack
of stature in man. Certain con-
ditions cause irritation which should
provoke anger rather than com-
plaint: traffic in Athens, although
not what it used to be, is still
a nuisance; Greek education leaves
much to be desired; forest fires
destroy thousands of acres of
natural resources in Greece each
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year; and Greek television grossly
underestimates the intelligence of
the average citizen during every
broadcast minute. All these could
be better, but they are not. Varvara's
complaining, however, will have no
effect on their improvement. Even
when she offers some sort of solu-
tion, it sounds pedantic or ridicu-
lous. At one point she says: "What
is needed is an earthquake to wipe
us all from the face of the earth."
Later she changes her mind, and
thinks of entering either a home for
the aged or a poorhouse. But one
gets the impression that she does
not desire a solution at all. She
complains for the sake of complain-
ing, and she will not accept a solu-
tion if offered to her—that would
take her voice away and leave her
speechless since she would have
very little else to say.

Varvara, already in its second
printing within a year of its publica-
tion, is not just the story of a poor
chambermaid Through puns and
word play, the book moves on dif-
ferent levels. The reason it has
caught the imagination of the public
to such an extent is not due to its
literary merit, but because it serves
as an allegory of Greek political
and social life of the last decade or
so. Every single episode in the story,

or, to be more precise, every other
word, can be interpreted in more
than one way. The hotel which is
being demolished is very appropri-
ately called Hotel "Hellas," sym-
bolizing Greece; the death of "cer-
tain youths" corresponds to the
tragic deaths of students at the Poly-
technic uprising in 1973; and the
mere mention of the word "guardi-
an" brings to mind Greece as a pro-
tectorate of the superpowers. But,
whatever the levels of interpretation
might be, they are all well below
the level of acceptability. The vari-
ous themes that appear and reappear
at random in the course of the nar-
rative have been exploited beyond
recognition by so many other writers
that they have lost their sting. Only
the reverberation remains — like the
memory of a ghost that has left
town.

Yet, the book has its moment at
the very end, in the last five pages,
when the workers move in to start
the demolition. Varvara's bragging
stops, and there is only the scream
of a frightened and lonely woman.
She sees the end coming, and, if
she had a second life to live, the
reader hopes that she would have
chosen anger as her strongest de-
fense against an insensitive society
and the world in general.

— George Valamvanos

** *

I Should Have Died by PHILIP
DEANE. New York: Atheneum,
1977. 182 pp. $7.95.

In light of all the disclosures
regarding America's imperial for-
eign policy, what do we make of
an author who is outraged and

astonished that United States rela-
tions with Greece are solely moti-
vated by narrow self-interest? Such
is the case with Philip Deane's (a
pen name for Philippe Deane
Gigantes, the son of a famous
fighter in the Greek resistance)
latest book, I Should Have Died.
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In this rambling account, Deane
makes the almost quaint discovery
that the "Free World" system isn't
so wonderful after all. He does this
by contrasting his experiences as a
captured newspaper reporter in a
North Korean prison camp with
his role as an aide to King Con-
stantine before the junta takeover
of April, 1967.

While in the North Korean camp,
Deane is tortured as a war criminal.
He refuses to confess to any
crimes. Not only does Deane endure
this experience unbended, but he
engages in philosophical discussions
with his captors over which system—
capitalism or communism—is better.
Right before his release, he is told
by one of his captors, a Chinese
officer, that the American system
is no better than the Korean,
Chinese, and Soviet system, and
that someday he will discover that
truth himself.

In 1964, after working as a
newspaper reporter and a staff
member at the United Nations,
Deane is asked by King Constan-
tine to become a liaison for the
palace to the Greek intellectual,
media and trade union community.
From the outset, however, he be-
comes suspicious that other advisors
to the King, specifically George Pa-
padopoulos, are on the payroll of
the American Central Intelligence
Agency. Furthermore, these men
are obsessed with the belief that a
communist takeover of Greece is
imminent with people like Andreas
Papandreou leading the way.
Through the intelligence work of
his father (a liberal army officer)
and others, Deane begins to put
together the outline of a projected
coup. His attempts to alert the King

are rebuffed particularly by Queen
Frederika, who appears as a virulent
anti-communist who is as fearful
of Papandreou as the colonels are.
Deane even visits Washington to
persuade American liberals such as
Robert Kennedy to tip American
policy toward the democratic ele-
ments in Greece. However, he is
unable to break through the belief
by United States policymakers that
only the right wing would best
represent American interests in
Greece.

The last section of the book is
devoted to a criticism of the junta
and the American complicity in
its activities. Much of the informa-
tion marshaled is taken from the
trials of junta leaders held in
Athens during the summer of
1975. There is also an appen-
dix to the book which offers
more evidence of United States
activities in support of the junta.
While the material presented is not
very systematically handled, much
of the information will be useful
to students of Greek-American
relations.

The end of the book finds Deane
crushed by the American support of
the junta. He is ready to say "to a
Communist jailor that I saw no
difference between two stifling
orders that dominate the world,
that the individual doesn't stand a
chance anywhere" (p. 148). With
this realization, Deane drops away
from Greek political life to live in
Canada and continue his academic
studies, fully acknowledging that
he is now an incomplete man, a
man without a political faith.

While Deane's personal transfor-
mation might arouse some interest
among those who wish to explore
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the political committment of intel-
lectuals, of more value is his
recollection of Greek-American
relations in the early 1960's before
the junta seized power. If we can
accept his descriptions as accurate,
they provide a clear picture of the
anti-communist attitude so prevalent
in Greek and American politics
during that period. Much of what
Deane writes is consistent with
David Halberstam's view of Amer-
ican foreign policymakers during
the Kennedy and early Johnson
years. In his book, The Best and
The Brightest, Halberstam charac-
terizes American foreign policy as
made by men who "believed that
the great threat to the world was
Communist, an enemy at once to-
talitarian, antidemocratic and anti-
business, that the Communists un-
derstood only one thing, force"
(p. 31) . It was this thinking that led
the United States to believe that
only the right wing in Greece could
be counted on to provide regional
stability. If it meant a junta to put
these people in power, American
world interests warranted the action.

This same ideology, of course,
motivated continued American
escalation in Indochina at almost
the exact time the junta came to
power. Greece was another "do-
mino" to be kept away from the
communists. The strongest parts
of I Should Have Died detail that
specific American thinking toward
Greece. However, the value of
these discussions are somewhat
offset by the intervention of Deane's
own political views. It seems strange
that Deane would be shocked and

outraged by American manipula-
tion of Greek politics. How could
this man, who participated in Greek
politics since the civil war, not ar-
rive at that discovery before the
junta? Deane's own background
suggests he was familar with intel-
ligence and covert operations. He
was working for the Hearst news-
paper chain when captured in Ko-
rea. The Korean conviction that
Deane was a spy was hardly para-
noia. Newspaper "cover" for spies
is hardly a new game and recent
CIA disclosures just underscore the
point. Previously, he had spent time
secretly in Albania gathering in-
formation on the new govern-
ment there. It is difficult to believe
that his first exposure to the mani-
pulations of American foreign policy
came with the plot of the colonels.

Perhaps even more disturbing is
that Deane would have adopted the
idea that the American image of
the "free world" would be benefi-
cial for Greece. This line of reason-
ing, all too prevalent in Greek
politics, always stakes the future of
the country upon following the ex-
ample of one or another major
world power. This has been . a theme
of Greek politics for centuries and
it has never worked. Greeks must
derive their own solutions based on
Greek needs. In this regard, this
book is yet another testimonial to
the reality that there are no saviors
for the Greek people but themselves,
and that even the best-intentioned
of people, such as Philip Deane
himself, can be manipulated and
overwhelmed by the machinations
of power politics.

Jacobs



Letters

To the Editors:
The Civil War rages on, not for

Grammos or Konitsa, but over who
did what and why. The review in
the Spring '78 issue of the Journal
by Theodore Couloumbis of Evan-
gelos Averoff's book on the Civil
War (By Fire and Axe: The Com-
munist Party and the Civil War in
Greece, 1944-1949), like the book
itself, is a reformulation of the
conservative view of the event in
the face of the New Left revisionist
onslaught. The conservative re-
formulation centers firstly around
the question of why the communists
were defeated. Couloumbis/ Averoff
take issue with three of the main
reasons given: the Tito-Stalin split
leading to the closing of the border;
the massive aid offered the Greek
nationalists by the U.S.; and ideo-
logical splits within the Greek
Communist Party. "Averoff accepts
the relative importance of the above
factors" Couloumbis says, "but he
considers as more important for
the defeat of the communists vari-
ables such as the determination of
the majority of Greeks to fight for
their freedom, the inability of the
Democratic Army to recruit guerril-
las among a generally non-sup-
portive and war-fatigued population,
the effective military leadership of
General Papagos, and the air super-
iority of the National Army over
the Democratic Army." Yes, it is
true that the National Army's
numerous planes were superior to
the non-existent Democratic Army

airplanes. We can even concede
that General Papagos was an ag-
gressive military leader — leaders,
though, do not win civil wars.

Where Couloumbis/ Averoff are
dead wrong is in their other two
reasons for the communist defeat:
the determination of the majority
of Greeks to fight for their freedom,
and the inability of the Democratic
Army to recruit guerrillas among a
generally non-supportive and war-
fatigued population. I want to res-
pond to these assertions in order.

1. The "determination of the
majority of Greeks to fight for their
freedom." Couloumbis's phrasing
reveals his own ideological stance.
Shall we argue the "freedom" of
Yarns vs. Siberia? Yaros was
planned by Sir Charles Wickham of
the British Police and Prisons
Mission — another British contribu-
tion to the Greek fight for freedom.
Each side fought for freedom as
they perceived it. The assertion that
the majority preferred the freedom
to be an American colony is without
evidence.

A people manifest their beliefs
in the creation of social and politi-
cal movements. As these movements
develop, they may come to represent
the aspirations of the majority. The
historical evidence indicates that at
moments during the 40's the Left
in Greece did represent the majority.
At other times the record is not
that clear. If the majority had been
totally and consistently against the
Left in Greece, however, if it was
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in fact only a bandit war by a mi-
nority, the Civil War would not
have lasted three years. One can
imagine if instead of 25,000 Greek
guerrillas, 25,000 Turks had been
dropped into the Greek mountains.
In how little time would they have
been defeated?

American planners never dis-
cussed what the majority wanted
because that was not the deciding
factor. What was important in
Washington's eyes, and ultimately
for the course of the civil war, was
what America wanted. A Report to
the President by the National Se-
curity Council on March 22, 1949,
in discussing Greece, defines long-
range strategic interests as "A Greek
military establishment capable of
maintaining internal security in
order to avoid communist domina-
tion of Greece." (An excellent dis-
cussion of U.S. strategic interests
in Greece using American military
documents can be found in "I
proedhri erchonte ke parerchonte,
i Amerikaniki politiki meni analioti"
by Yiannis Roubatis in Tachydro-
mos, December 1, 1977, #48.)
None of the National Security
Council documents discuss what
the majority of Greeks want —
just what they will get. The Cou-
loumbis/Averoff thesis is linguisti-
cally inept and rhetorical.

2. The "inability of the Demo-
cratic Army to recruit guerrillas
among a generally non-supportive
and war-fatigued population." This
is just plain wrong. The U.S. diplo-
matic and military documents of
the period, which Couloumbis and
Averoff fail to employ, undercut
both of their assertions. Neither the
Joint Chiefs of Staff nor the Amer-
ican Embassy were pro-KKE (Greek

Communist Party), but their cables
and reports give a truthful enough
picture to place some pieces of the
puzzle in better order. General
S. J. Chamberlin, in a "Top Secret"
report to the Chief of Staff on
Oct. 20, 1947, talks about recruit-
ment for the Democratic Army:
"Recruitment for the Guerrilla
'regular' forces from among the
Greek population is intense, in part
though terror compulsion but also
through a more or less voluntary
recruiting campaign." (p. 4) Fur-
thermore, Couloumbis fails to men-
tion how the Greek National Army
(GNA) got its fodder. Nor does
he point out what happened to
GNA conscripts who refused to
fight for their "freedom."

Morale, in addition to recruit-
ment, is another way of assessing a
population's supportiveness. Gener-
al Chamberlin was more honest in
his report than were American and
Greek officials in their press con-
ferences: "Considerable emphasis
has been laid by higher Greek com-
manders and Government officials
on the alleged low morale of Guer-
rilla forces due to the fact that
some sixty percent of these forces
are now said to be conscripts. There
is no doubt that a large proportion
of the Guerrillas would prefer
peace to war. Certain established
facts, however, militate against
reliance on this sentiment to weaken
Guerrilla combat efficiency . . .
Greek Army field commanders re-
cently have stressed repeatedly that
Guerrilla units are showing an in-
creasingly aggressive spirit in com-
bat." (p. 9-10)

We can look not only at recruit-
ment and morale, but also at the
relative strength of forces to judge
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against which side the population
was non-supportive and war-fa-
tigued. "The Guerrilla strength is
estimated at 17,000 with little drain
off for administration. The author-
ized strength of the GNA is 120,000.
Whereas the major portion of the
guerrilla force must be considered
available for combat, the GNA is
obliged to maintain a supply system
and defend lines of communication
and inhabited localities. These
commitments lower the combat in-
fantry strength available to the GNA
to not more than half. The effect
of the Greek Air Force of three
squadrons, although significant,
cannot be evaluated in terms of
numbers of combat troops. If the
infantry battalions now committed
to static defense missions are freed
for active combat operations, the
GNA will enjoy an effective pre-
ponderance of four to one over the
Guerrillas." When an army needs
a four to one ratio over poorly-

equipped troops to start winning,
which side, Professor Couloumbis,
has the higher morale and support
of the population? Who, to use
your rhetoric, is fighting for their
freedom?

To recount- the resources that
were mounted against the guerril-
las, to tabulate the machines of
death given by the Americans for
internal security, to consider how
little support a Greek government
would have after napalming its own
countryside as in Grammos in the
summer of 1948, to consider all of
this is still not to defend every
activity of the KKE and the Demo-
cratic Army. But for Couloumbis,
Averoff, and other Greek conserva-
tives, it would be wiser to use other
arguments to bolster their prestige
since the Greek Right's own record
on fighting for freedom and gener-
ating popular support makes the
KKE look good by comparison.

— Elias Vlanton, Jr.
Washington, D.C.

Theodore A. Couloumbis
responds

Mr. VIanton's letter is a perfect
illustration of the vices of speed-
reading in the technetronic age.
For whatever he says in his im-
passioned critique is not a response
to my views and judgments but to
those of Mr. Averoff.

If Mr. Vlanton were to read my
review — hopefully with some care
this time — he would see that it is
divided into two parts. The first
part (see pp. 80-81) summarizes

Mr. Averoff's book and presents
his views. It is to this part that Mr.
Vlanton is responding with some
interesting excerpts from "top
secret" documents.

My own views begin appearing
with criticism and interpretation
(see pp. 81-83). I will not bore
the reader with a full restatement
of my critique of Mr. Averoff's
attitudes. Centrally, I have found
fault with Mr. Averoff's use of the
term, "guerrilla war." I have found
fault precisely because I believe that
both sides in this fratricidal conflict
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enjoyed a degree of popular support,
and because both sides solicited and
received external assistance as well
as the corollary interference in their
internal affairs. The victim of this
terrible tragedy was Greece and the
whole of the Greek people.

I would like to reproduce one
paragraph from my review of
Averoff's book which I believe re-
flects accurately my attitude re-
garding the Greek civil war.

Both sides in the civil war —
in their desperate quest for
political power did not manage
to keep their struggle within
the bounds of the non-violent

political process. In such a
fashion, they allowed great
powers and regional states to
penetrate deeper into the
Greek political system and to
manipulate it to their own
advantage. (emphasis added)

I will stand on this position.
For Mr. Vlanton, I have a simple

suggestion. He should read other
people's reviews more carefully in
the future. I assume, of course, that
his confusion was the result of
haste and youthful exuberance
rather than any other more complex
motives.
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