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TOWARD THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION

(Editorial Notes on This and Other Issues)

Before I comment on the contents of this issue and related current
events, I would like to take the opportunity to correct two "errors" I made in
my editorial note of the previous issue while discussing the matter of left-party
unity in Greece. First, I said that the percentage of agricultural workers in
Greece was nearly 50% of the labor force; the more correct percentage is
35%, which, of course, could still constitute a significant bloc. Secondly, I
stated that Mikis Theodorakis "was abandoning his world concert tour" to
devote himself to writing and the "cultural revolution" in Greece. Mr. Theo-
dorakis may have modified his original plans since I later read that he was on
a concert tour in France.

The latest news about Theodorakis's politics is that he sees Caramanlis
as the only symbol of national unity in Greece and continues to propagate the
reactionary ultimatum -- Caramanlis or the tanks -- which during the 1974
elections helped bring about a landslide victory for Caramanlis's "New Demo-
cracy" party. Thus we would not be suprised if we next learned that the
Greek virtuoso plans to become a candidate for the "New Democracy" party.
It's hard to imagine how Theodorakis's apotheosis of Caramanlis can facilitate
his efforts at left-party unity.

Turning now to the current issue, ELENI PAIDOUSSI notes in her review
of Norman Weinstein's Let Us Be Greek that Mr. Weinstein writes poetry with
a social purpose. In his poem, "We Greeks Go Everywhere," which we reprint
in this issue, the poet is well aware of the political and economic implications
of Greek emigration. Thus his conclusion, "Strange that we Greeks who go
everywhere/Never travel very far," may have more than nostalgic significance
for Greeks.

MARIOS NIKOLINAKOS, who has-analyzed the dead-end nature of
Greek migration to Europe elsewhere, points to the internationalization of the
production process and the new international division of labor but laments
the backward nature, in regard to a world class-consciousness, of the native
working classes. On the other hand, the less patriotic multinational corpora-
tions who relocate the production process in the less developed countries may
force the workers of the respective countries into a realization of the new form
of transnational exploitation.

Most of Nikolinakos's theoretical work has been empirically based on
European migrations. It may be instructive to apply his theories to the case of
early immigration to the U.S. and, more importantly, to the current migration
of Mexican-Americans to the U.S. This is especially significant in view of the
fact that in the last few years, coincident with the economic recession and the
Cesar Chavez movement, U.S. migrant laws and their enforcement have be-
come stricter.

Working with another form, woodcut art, NICK SPERAKIS is, like
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Norman Weinstein, a"creator with a viewpoint." He uses his creativity to show
us not only the pseudo-class consciousness of American union leaders, such as
George Meany, and the "cannibalism" of our modern techology but also the
repressive nature of the Greek Orthodox Church -- especially with regard to
women. In the latter connection, I am reminded of the local Greek priest's
answer to a question about the attitudes of the Greek Church on women in
the clergy during a conference. held at the local Indiana University Campus in
the fall of 1974. He said that if women were meant to be in the clergy, Christ
would have included them among his disciples.

Speaking of women, COSTAS COUVARAS, as an American Intelligence
officer during the Second World War (when relations between the Greeks and
the Americans were more friendly), provides us with some documentation of
the Greek women's participation in the liberation movement. Greek women
also built up a good resistance record during the recent dictatorship. The
marked absence of women in the leadership positions of the current Caramanlis
government and of the progressive opposition parties is a great injustice. No
doubt this is also the result of institutional sexism and will require radical
structural changes in the Greek society. Nonetheless, it is incumbent upon the
left to set precedents in "women's liberation" (or should we say in "men's
liberation"?).

MINAS SAVVAS reports to us from Athens on the second anniversary
of the "Polytechnic massacre," when the dictator Papadopoulos -- the CIA
liaison man in Greece -- unleased his cannibalistic technology (his troops, his
police, his provocateurs, and his American M-48 tanks) against the unarmed
students. In his apology, during the recent Polytechnic trial, the former dicta-
tor said that, on the contrary, the students were armed. Invoking Le Bon's
theories of the crowd, he said that "there is no more dreaded weapon than a
mob in the hands of an able demagogue." This is a blatant example of "scient-
tific fascism." It reminds one of the use of Freud's sex-development theory
to defend sexism and of Jensen's theory of genetic intelligence to support
racism. In any case, the recent trials also revealed that the 1973 student demo-
stration was infiltrated by many right-wing agents provocateurs who caused a
lot of destruction and gave the dictator the pretext to intervene -- making
Papadopoulos and his patrons the most "able demogogues" of them all.

Savvas was impressed by the massiveness, peacefullness, and unity of the
second anniversary demonstration. There is no doubt that the change of gov-
ernment, the overwhelming victories by the leftist parties in campus elections,
and the well-organized nature of the demonstration by the student left have
put the right-wing provocateurs out of commission -- at least during large
progressive demonstrations.

The recent assassination of Richard Welch, the CIA operative in Athens,
might represent a new form of provocation by the right. This seems to be the
preponderant feeling among most of the opposition parties within Greece.
The justified anti-Americanism, as a result of U.S. support of the junta, might
have provided a natural camouflage for international "dirty tricks" -- the dual
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purpose being to stop the radicalization of the Greek people and the revelations
about CIA, corporate, and presidential involvements in domestic and foreign
assassination plots. The invocation by Caramanlis of the "traditional Greek
hospitality '" the subsequent selective censorship and prosecution of the presi
for dwelling on (the provocation theory of) the assassination, and President
Ford's admonitions against the Senate Select Intelligence Committee add
some credence to the "dirty tricks" thesis.

Between the last and the current issues, several programs pertaining to
Greeks were held in the U.S. We report on some of these, as they may contri-
bute some insights into U.S. foreign policy and the level of class-consciousness
among American ethnic groups.

The reviewer notes, a tendency on the part of participants in the "apol-
itical" Modem Greek Studies Association Symposium to avoid drawing out
the political-economic implications of their presentations for contemporary
Greece -- including the period of the recent dictatorship. Nonetheless, he
found some papers presented at the Los Angeles convention informative and
relevant.

During the recent Louisville meeting of the Middle East Studies Associa-
tion, some panelistspointed to the common culture of the Greek and Turkish
Cypriots, the role of the big powers in Cyprus, and the expansionist nature of
the Turkish drive. On the other band, Mr. Campbell, of the U.S. Council of
Foreign Relations, visualizes the U.S. as a helpless and innocent giant in the
coup against Makarios and the subsequent invasion of Cyprus by Turkey.
Campbell's analysis is diametrically opposed to that of Lyssarides, the Cypriot
socialist leader, who spoke recently in Washington and stressed the strategic
and economic importance of Cyprus to the U.S.

In his speech at the University of Michigan, Dan Georgakas recommends
the necessity of organization on the part of American ethnic and racial groups
whose Third World mother countries are oppressed by U.S. imperialism. It is
perhaps time that American racial and ethnic groups become less concerned
with unquestioned adjustment and assimilation to the American capitalist
system and more devoted to the challenge of this system and its values: This
may be called for since the motives for importing slaves, migrants, and immi-
grants' to this country' have not always been altruistic and since' the involve-
ment of our multinational corporations in Third World countries has not
always been to the best interests of those countries or even of the American
working classes. Recent moves by some black-American organizations to
counteract U.S. involvements in Angola and other African countries are evid-
ence not only of the growing ethnic pride of black Americans, but also of their
expanding class awareness. The former slaves, the migrants, and immigrants of
this country might become the "Trojan Horse" of Western capitalism after
all.

Nikos Petropoulos
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NEW DIMENSIONS IN THE EMPLOYMENT
OF FOREIGN WORKERS

by Marios Nikolinakos

Introduction

In the epilogue of my book The Political Economy of the Guest-Worker
Problem I wrote that capitalism has been able to avoid crisis in the form of a
deep depression through the import of the so-called guest-workers. This labour
force made possible the vast capital accumulation that took place in the sixties
and was characterized by great technological progress. In the long run, how-
ever, there are physical limits to this process as over-accumulation creates
problems of pollution, of population density and infrastructure, or what it is
now fashionably called "quality of life." As I wrote in this epilogue, at the
end of 1972, capitalism has in the long run three alternatives in solving the
problem: to limit and control growth, to export capital or to introduce plan-
ning methods. I concluded that in the next phase capitalism in Western Europe
would try to combine the employment of foreigners with the export of capital
and that later on the use of planning methods would become a necessity.

ra the Present Crisis

At that time we were all, I think, optimistic. If one considers the OECD
projection or the projections of the German Ministry of the Economy, one
realizes that the demand for labour was projected up to 1985 almost on a
linear basis. The experience of the recession in 1967.68 was at that time quite
encourn. ing. After the economy recovered, the numbers of guest-workers
reached new heights. Some evaluations for 1985 compiled in the Federal Min-
istry of Labour estimated that the final demand for guest-workers would be
between two and three million, depending on the rate of growth, which was
expected to be between 0 and 2 %. Surely, economists were aware of some
changes taking place on a world scale in the sense of a new division of labour,
which implies some special industrialization process in the developing countries.
We all thought, however, that this process would be, more or less, smooth. It
was through the shock-effect of the so-called oil-crisis, initiated by the oil-em-
bargo in November 1973, that these structural processes in the world capital-
istic system intensified and became acute. The oil-producing countries have
fixed prices at incredibly high levels. Furthermore, they are now in a position
to regulate oil-production themselves. In addition, they have acquired vast
sums of money which they can use either to induce demand for special kinds
of goods (e.g. armaments or machines) or to change - the distribution of
economic power through the purchase of shares of stock within the industrial
countries themselves. All this has accelerated the structural changes in process
and brought about a real structur crisis. We all knew before, even as early as
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1970, that the production of cars was to be transferred to the developing
countries. The same for the iron and steel industry and many so-called labour-
intensive industries like textiles, shoes, or electromechanics. But this process
takes time to be accomplished. As a result of the oil-price increases and the
consequent gasoline prices increases, the automobile industry came almost to
a standstill.

This structural crisis has been at the same time accompanied by a rec-
ession. It was quite interesting to notice that although there has been an infla-
tionary process on a world scale since the monetary crisis (dollar crisis) of 1968,
continued growth has induced an even greater increase in the demand for
labour. May I reiterate that the number of foreign workers was increasing up
to at least September 1973, although some signals for the coming downturn
were already in sight since the spring of the same year. One thought, however,
that the recession would be of the usual type and that the economy would
recover after some time.

However, then came, in November 1973, the oil-embargo, imposed by
the oil producing countries in the middle of the Israeli-Arab war, and the
whole picture was changed. For it became evident that the structural crisis
was now unavoidable and that it would coincide with and thus intensify the
expected recession. The danger was that this recession might develop into a
real crisis which in fact it actually has.

The Governmental Policy and the "Gastarbeiter-Stop"

Under these circumstances the different governments in Western Europe,
one after another, imposed the Gastarbeiter-Stop, i.e. they stopped the import
of foreign workers. It is interesting to note that some governments tried to
justify this decision by declaring that the Gastarbeiter-Stop would facilitate
the process of social integration as more money could now be made available
for this purpose. This was the case with the government of the Federal Republic
of Germany and the government of France. I do not need to add that in the
meantime nothing particular has been done to solve the integration problems.
But the reasons given in the declaration of the German government are none-
theless important in another respect. They reveal the real causes for the
Gastarbeiter-Stop which were already operating before the oil producing
countries imposed their oil-embargo in November 1973. The so-called oil-
crisis was only a welcome protest to impose a solution which was under con-
sideration but had not yet been implemented for fear of the social and poli-
tical repercussions it would have both within the country itself as well as in
international relations.

There were already two problems which made such a solution desirable:
firstly, the problem of infrastructure, i.e. the pressure of increasing numbers
of foreign workers on an inadequate infrastructure (houses, schools, hospitals,
etc.); secondly, the politicization process of guest-workers all over Europe which
became most apparent during the May 1st demonstration in 1973 and the
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strike in Renault in France as well as in the strikes in the Ruhr-area in Western
Germany in summer 1973. The latter strikes initiated a larger strike wave in
which the German workers also participated. These strikes are a milestone in
the history of the Gastarbeiter-movement, in that they were initiated by
women. It was the first time that foreign workers went on strike on their own
for reasons other than wage.increases. The government feared that this politi-
cization process would create dangerous social tensions. In addition, once
guest-workers began striking and organizing themselves, it would be natural
for them to go on and demand rights which the system was not willing to give.
It would mean that the discrimination system which governs the living and
working conditions of foreign workers would begin to give out. As somebody
put it: the social and political disadvantages of immigration had become greater
than its hitherto economic advantages. The oil-embargo came therefore as a
deus ex machine to give a natural solution which was long overdue.

The Enforcement of Discrimination

I mentioned above the discrimination system under which foreign wor-
kers live and work in the recipient countries. The recession that followed in
the wake of the oil embargo and which has developed into the structural crisis
we are now experiencing has had the unemployment effect which was feared
but which, it was hoped, could be avoided.

One result was that discrimination intensified and was evidenced by the
higher rate of unemployment among .foreigners in relation to that of the
native workers. Last December, in Germany, it reached 5.4% while the general
unemployment rate amounted to 4%. The number of foreign workers decreas-
ed from September 1973 to September 1974 (last statistics) by 9.4%. The
buffer-function (Puffer-Funktion) of foreign workers is therefore again in
action. This time, due to the nature and the proportions of the recession as
well as to the behaviour of foreigners who when unemployed are reluctant to
go home for fear that they will not be able to return again, the buffer-function
has not been working as smoothly as in the recession of 1967. As a result,
coercive means have been used in order to guarantee the effectiveness of the
buffer-function: Stay permits have not been renewed; whole cities or parts of
cities have been declared filled to capacity which means that no additional
foreigners are allowed to move in; a new regulation of the children allowances
has been instituted; permission for relatives to join their families has been
denied (the latest idea of the German government); striking immigrants have
been deported; natives are preferred to foreigners in case of vacant jobs, etc.

It is also interesting to observe that in the period following the Gastar-
beiter-Stop the repressive mechanism has been in action in all countries. In
France, the police announced (Le Monde, January 17, 1975) that the period
of residence of Africans is to be restricted. Arab immigrants who had gone on
hunger strikes were deported despite the mobilization of their organizations
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(three Tunisians on the 27th of January, six Morrocans on the 3rd of Feb-
ruary).

It must be clear, however, that these cases, which under present con-
ditions are cruel and inhuman, have not been spontaneous or arbitrary. They
are the result of the enforcement of existing laws and legal regulations. Before
the oil crisis these laws were ignored because the economy was . booming.
They are being enforced now as a result of growing unemployment and the
increasing politicization of foreigners. The discrimination system it not a
mood of the moment or an irrational psychological attitude alone; it is
rather an institutionalized mechanism, built into both the Alien's Law and the
Immigration Laws of each country as well as the governmental agreements
between host countries and countries of origin. This discriminatory status of
foreigner includes the rules about the residence permit and the family reunion
and the conditions prevailing in regard to housing accommodation. It con-
tinues on the job where the foreigner does the most menial work for the lowest
pay and culminates in his political castration in face of the constant threat of
deportation. It is also apparent within the school system, in the narrowness of
the vocational training possibilities awarded to foreigners, in the formation of
ghettos in the cities and, in general, on the social level in everyday life as
well.

The Case of Integration

The question of the integration of the foreigners has become more and
more a theme of discussion recently. Very subtle distinctions have been made
between integration and assimilation, between absorbtive and constructive
integration, etc. Nevertheless certain fundamental considerations involving
integration are continuously ignored.

Firstly, the feeling and attitudes of the foreigner himself: he has not
been asked whether he wants to be integrated or how he wants to be integrated.
Secondly, one speaks of integration; but under the conditions of the existing
legislation the foreigner is relegated to a status of uncertainty and instability.
Thirdly, governments are not willing to provide the necessary funds that would
make integration possible. Fourthly, one speaks of integration in the social
sphere, while at the same time fundamental rights are being denied. Clearly
you cannot have integration if you deny the minority its political rights. In
this sense integration becomes mystified, a fetish.

The debate about integration has shown itself once more to be nothing
more than a pretext for postponing solutions with the result that the existing
situation continues to deteriorate: The most that can be expected is not the
integration of the minority as such but rather of those individuals possessing
the ability and the possibility of assimilating.

I think that in any case one cannot speak of integration under present
conditions, since the recipient societies have not made and perhaps cannot in
the short run make decisions as to their growth targets. It is this very decision



on which the employment of foreigners depends. This is the cruel reality.
These societies are willing to accept at times as many foreigners as is necessary'
for the achievement of their growth targets. This implies that just so much
integration is allowed or accepted as will not endanger this fundamental con-
dition. Basically foreigners must remain displaceable serving as an industrial
reserve army in the process of capital accumulation. This is the real law gov-
erning migration as it appears under the condition. of capitalist development
in Western Europe.

There are four fundamental conditions that would enable integration
and break the cruelty of the accumulation law governing migration:

first, that the foreigners should be accepted as subjects
and participants in the debate about integration;
second, that they must organize in trade unions and coop-
erate on the level of their national organizations engaging
in common political activity;
third, that they must acquire political rights, without
which no integration is possible; and
fourth, that the necessary funds must be available if real
integration is to be achieved.

It is obvious that neither governments nor capital will be willing to fulfill these
conditions. Foreigners must therefore organize and fight for their rights. Those
who are interested should assist them in this struggle.

This conclusion is vested with a series of problems. It has been question-
ed whether such a conclusion can be translated into real policy. Furthermore,
it has been questioned whether this, if correct at all, would be advisable under
present conditions of unemployment and of more or less hostile feelings
against foreigners.

To answer these questions we must go further and consider the crisis in
which the capitalist system has entered with its long-term reprecussions for
the future.

The Development Process So Far

In the period before the 2nd World War and immediately thereafter up until
about the end of the fifties, the problem the economies in Western Europe
faced was full-employment: How to secure the full-employment of all citi-
zens and guarantee at the same time a steady growth. When capital accumula-
tion became rapid in the sixties and then became confronted with the obstacle
of a declining growth rate in the native population, the industrial Western
countries started to import foreigners in order to secure the process of con-
tinued accumulation. The employment problem in capitalist countries in the
sixties was no longer full-employment but steadiness of growth which could
be achieved only through increasing the labour force. It thus becomes evident
that the problem of foreign workers is not a problem in itself but is part of the
employment and growth problem of the recipient countries.
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It must be emphasized in this context that the full or over-employment
state due to steady growth was only possible in the capitalist countries because
of the import of foreign workers. For otherwise, given the fact that rationaliz-
ation, i.e. the substitution process of capital for labour that has taken place in
all countries within the given limits, growth would not have been possible.
Recession and stagnation and consequently unemployment would have been
the result. The governments would have been forced in this case either to
introduce planning methods in order to control the situation or to try to find
outlets abroad for private capital. It is in this sense that the guest-worker was
the saviour of the system. Saviour in the sense that he guaranteed growth and
full employment and in so doing has guaranteed the smooth functioning of
the system.

The New International Division of Labour

As I mentioned at the beginning, the international capitalist system has
been undergoing some structural changes since about the middle of the sixties.
This process has accelerated since November 1973 and has come to be known
as the "new international division of labour". It is quite important to look at
this complex now in order to realize which direction the trend will take in
the future.

The most fundamental phenomenon to be observed is the international-
ization of the production process which means internationalization both of
capital and the labour force. Capital has of course long been active on an
international scale. But it was for many years concentrated more or less in the
extractive sector and was directed toward securing for the Western interests
the sources of raw materials available in the countries of the Third World.

During the sixties, however, the possibilities of capital realization became
narrow. Wage rates increased and with them the costs of production, the
markets within the metropolis became tighter, pollution problems and ques-
tions regarding the quality of life pressured the profit margins downwards. On
the other hand, technical progress required further huge accumulations of
capital, the rentability of which depends on the size of the market, i.e. on the
quality of the produced goods that can be absorbed on the market. Until then
the internationalization of the labour force had taken the form of the employ-
ment of guest-workers. Now, however, capital sought a way out of its dilemma
by transferring some more or less labour-intensive branches abroad These
branches produced consumer goods, like textiles, but also research-intensive
intermediate goods the production of which cannot be fully automated, such
as parts of television sets and other such electro-technical apparatuses, and
also automobiles, etc.

The chemical industry has also been very important in this area. Pro-
duction within the country which provides the raw materials, i.e. within the
developing country, is now more profitable due to cost increases in the tradition-
al industrial countries. Capital, in the form of the international firm, became
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thus active on a world scale. In this phase the internationalization of the
labour force appeared in another form. Capital now sought the labour force
where it was still cheap, in the countries of the periphery. Also this kind of
internationalization process was enforced through migratory movements. As
a famous example, one should mention in this respect Singapore with its high
number of guest-workers from neighbouring countries. One can already
observe the first signs of the formation of an international bourgoeisie whose
interests are becoming more and more international in character and which is
gradually becoming uninterested in national matters,

Parallel to these developments in the centre we have had an industrial-
ization process in many developing countries based on import substitution or
on the new influx of international monopoly capital. It is interesting to notice
that this industrialization process is of the capital-intensive type and has insign-
ificant employment effects. Consequently the big contradiction in these coun-
tries worsens: the large population increases resulting from the high birth
rates fail to be absorbed into the capital intensive industrialization process
with the result that the vast unemployment and hunger problems persist and
become increasingly critical.

In any case the above developments indicate that we have at present a
transfer of traditional production branches into the developing countries, so
that a new international division of labour will develop: Third World countries
will specialize in consumer or luxury but low research-intensive goods, while
the industrial countries of the centre will specialize in the production of
investment (capital) and highly research-intensive goods.

The New Solutions Proposed

As alluded to at the beginning of this article the increase of oil-prices has
accelerated these developments. Production of many goods in the countries in
which we live is now becoming unprofitable. Capital is not investing. Capital
will not invest in some branches, even when the recession comes to an end.
Moreover, there are problems of pollution tote dealt with; there are problems
of infrastructure; there will be an increase in the demand for services, and, in
many countries, for housing, better schools, more modern hospitals, and so on.

It has become, furthermore, more apparent that in letting the market
forces operate freely the short-run problems of growth and employment can
be solved, but the solution of the problems of infrastructure, of pollution,
etc., or the problem of social and political tension is more problematical in
the long run. There is a contradiction between inherent fundamental principles
of the capitalist system on the one hand and the need for some planning for
the sake of the whole community on the other. Leaving the market forces to
operate freely, one will have an increase of capital concentration with all the
negative results that go with it.

These problems have presented themselves in all Western countries since
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November 1973 and solutions are now being discussed. Among them the three
most important are investment control, zero growth, and capital export. All
of them imply mechanisms which are contrary to the principles of private
initiative and profit maximization on which the system is based.

With investment control one would like to create an institutional basis
for controlling both the growth rate of the economy and the concentration of
economic and political power. But if investments are to be controlled, that
means that profit will no longer be the moving force for investment which
implies the application of planning methods and mechanisms. The question
remains as to who is to do the controlling. If one creates a central governmental
authority with the participation of entrepreneurs' organizations and trade
unions, then one creates an overall system of co-determination with the char-
acter of a planning authority. Will the capitalist interests accept such solutions
and thereby abdicate their leading role in the economic process? This would
mean the end of the capitalist class in its classical form, as we have known it
up to now. If on the other hand one forces them to accept such a solution by
making the concession of leaving private ownership of the means of production
untouched, that means that one creates a state-mechanism in the service of
private interests. The state would then reveal itself as the servant of private
capital! It is evident how these questions we are now facing cannot be answer-
ed without considering fundamental changes in the system we live in.

Similar are the problems of the zero growth. The most fundamental law
of the capitalist system is profit maximization moving through the process of
reproduction on an ever-widening scale. In contrast zero growth would mean
simple reproduction, i.e. production of only as many consumer goods as is
necessary to maintain the current standard of living taking into consideration
the natural population increase and of just the quantity of capital goods as is
necessary to replace those that are no longer usable. This can be done with a
planning system, but not under capitalist conditions for the same reasons that
were mentioned above. For if you discourage profits, in order to hinder invest-
ments, that means you may plunge into a permanent recession leading to neg-
ative growth rates. Recovery would mean encouraging investment, whereupon
full employment and higher rates of growth - would follow as a consequence,
with all the negative effects that this development entails and which actually
one wants to avoid.

Finally, capital export as a means of minimizing capital investment and
thereby keeping increases in demand for labour at a minimum - including of
course foreign labor - entails certain risks. If this capital is not to be lost for
good, the state must see to it that profits abroad are high enough so as to
induce capital to invest abroad. Furthermore, it must be protected from the
competition of other capitals and from all sorts of risks. In short, the state
must be put in the service of private interests or the latter must manage in such
a way as to gain complete control over the state.
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Internationalization of the Production Process
and the National State

The general conclusion is then that any solution implies far reaching
changes in the system, whi6h the social forces in power are not willing to
accept. The national state since the liberal phase of the 19th Century has
been conceived of as representing national goals and interests. The internation-
alization of the production process, however, in changing the conditions of
production has made national boundaries irrelevant, with the result that any
measures designed to influence the economic activity within a single nation
are gradually becoming ineffective. A look at the inflation problem, the pro-
blems with the international monetary system, the problem of pollution and
hunger, etc., confirms this. The process of internationalization of production
has not yet brought forth the necessary international super-structure that is
necessary for the new conditions. The EEC is an attempt in this direction,
without having been, however, very successful so far.

Furthermore, -the developing forces tend toward destroying the national
state or reducing its function to administrative duties. This is quite in the
interest of the new international bourgeoisie. Meanwhile, fractions of the
national capital and the labouring class continue to regard the national state
as the only instrument that can be used to serve their own interests.

Internationalization Process and Trade Unions

This contradiction has become apparent also within the trade unions.
The trade unions still think and work on a national level and try to represent
the interests of their native labour classes. Only recently have they realized
that the multinational firms are a power which they must face themselves.
There are at present some attempts to internationalize the labour movement
through a steady and close cooperation between trade unions. But trade unions
are still deeply rooted in their nationalistic way of thinking which is evident in
their attitude towards 'foreign workers. It is here that the contradiction be-
tween the internationalization of the labour force and the mode of production
on the one hand and the national character of the trade unions on the other
becomes often acute. For while the trade unions claim to represent also the
interests of their foreign members, in reality they are obliged to represent the
interest of the native workers. While it is true that they have gone so far as to
impose the equality of native and foreign workers as regards wages in order to
protect the native workers, nevertheless in other respects they have accepted
the discrimination system against foreign workers. In the present stage they
limit themselves to declarations of protest, but actually are not doing anything
to protect foreigners against the repressive measures of the governments. If
one reads between the lines of certain statements they have made about the
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necessity of limiting the number of foreign workers and of taking measures
to better the infrastructure for guest-workers, one can detect the same attitude
among the working class, namely, that foreigners should go back home as they
are not needed any longer.

The New Dimensions

It is in this general context that one should consider the new dimensions
of foreigners' employment. As I see it, the repercussions of the above develop-
ments of foreign workers will be as follows:

There are signs that the discrimination system will be
aggravated so that finally the guest-workers will be hit harder
than native workers by the recession and the general crisis.
This implies not only higher unemployment but also other
restrictions, like limits on family transfer, or on the right to
move around and choose jobs, the right to strike, etc.

Furthermore, the tendency will be to reduce the num-
ber of foreigners to the amount that is necessary to fill in
the gaps of the changed labour market.This corresponds to
the natural tendency of the system to defend itself by ex-
porting potential factors of social and political tensions as
well as by transferring the unemployment burden on to the
shoulders of the countries of origin.

The reduction of the amount of foreign workers em-
ployed in Western European countries will be further nec-
essitated by the fact that long-run changes are taking place,
which were mentioned before. The problems relating to in-
vestment control, zero growth and capital export prohibit
a further expansion of the employment of foreigners.

What remains will continue in general to be employed
in dirty, low-paid, unhealthy and unpleasant jobs, that is, in
those jobs that the native workers avoid. The latter will thus
be enabled to continue climbing the stairs of social prestige
and distinction.

The last prognosis indicates that it will be natural to
have foreigners employed here while some native workers
are unemployed. In most cases, foreigners and native work-
ers have become non-competing groups.

Finally, there will be in the future a more pronounced
tendency towards capital export. This does not mean, how-
ever, necessarily that Western European capital will move to-
wards emigration countries. Capital has its own laws and in-
vests wherever there is a promise of high and secure profits.
If emigration countries happen to be among those chosen, it
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will be purely coincidental. It should be clear that capital
export should be understood not as a solution to the unem-
ployment problem of the emigration countries, but rather
as a solution to stagnation and the very low rate of profit
prevailing in Western European countries. Only special eco-
nomic and political interests of the Western countries in the
countries of emigration can move the former to adapt
measures favouring investments there.

I should also mention that some superficial measures
will be taken by the governments in the recipient countries
to the benefit of foreigners in order to anticipate possible
tensions and demands and to break down the political atti-
tudes observable among foreigners recently. The mechanisms
will become more repressive as regards the political activity
of foreigners.

Despite this fact, or precisely because of this fact, I do not see any other
possibility for the guest-workers to defend their human and civil rights than
to organize themselves and fight as a group both within the trade unions and
outside of them. If unity with the native workers is not achieved, the system
will strike both groups in the same way, through unemployment, uncertainty
and deterioration.

I am afraid that the native labour class in the recipient countries has not
yet realized this fact. In the course of the further internationalization of the
production process, the insensitivity of capital accumulation to unemployment
problems in the host countries will become more and more apparent. What
will count will be profit maximization wherever its realization is most promis-
ing within the general capitalist system. It is only then that native workers will
realize that capital does not react to considerations of nationality. The similar
case exists already in the phenomenon of regional discrepancies within each
country.

THE GREEK CULTURAL CENTER OF CHICAGO
[4636 N. Western Ave.]

Presents Its
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DATE: February 27, 1976
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INTERVIEW WITH NICK SPERAKIS *

Q: Your series of woodcuts dealing with Greek Orthodox subjects seems to
be as hostile to the Greek community as it is to the Church. The two have
been so closely identified for centuries.

A: I did that series because of an environment I was very intimate with, an
environment which had a strong and fanatical obsession with institutionalized
religion. It's not a reaction to any one community but to any community
confined by institutions which restrict and limit group and personal develop-
ment. We must also understand that sometimes we allow ourselves to be so
limited and restricted. We are responsible, in part, for the continuation of such
limitation. We have to understand the apparatus if we want to change. I'm not
dealing with one church or one ethnic group. I'm dealing with a state of mind.

Q: Although you have little nudity and almost no overt sexual images, the
series on Greek Orthodoxy seems permeated with sexual concern.

A: I think the strongest element in the church is sexual repression, especially
with regard to women. I'm not interested in doing pornography, but I do
want to see the inner mind. I seek the psyche. I find that church mythology
is stronger in its satanic frenzy than its serenity or heavenly goodness. I see
the church as diabolic and corrupt, using its power to control and maintain
people in ignorance. But I want to emphasize that my work is not to be
taken as abstract ideology. It is about people acting out a drama.

Q: Your work can be difficult to live with. It's full of forboding and there is
much torment and cruelty. The cutting itself often seems harsh and negative.

A: Wouldn't you say that a religious situation of the Greek Orthodox variety
is one of great cruelty? In fact, it is one of sadism. They try to control the
bodies and minds of people in a restrictive and repressive manner. My wood-
cuts show people caught up in circumstances which deform them.

Q: Your series on Marat/Sade seems to have a similar theme.

A: Yes, that's true. I attended the Peter Brook production of the play per-
formed by the Royal Shakespearean Theater of Stratford. I was totally taken
up with the images of the work. I've always been strongly influenced by
theater, and that play was very rich visually. I liked its ritualism, its mask, and
its play within the play. The Marat/Sade series deals with struggle, opposition,
and contradiction. It is clearly more symbolic than the Greek work and appar-
ently more social-oriented because of the personae of Marat and de Sade.

*
ThisThis interview was conducted and prepared for the Journal by Dan Georgakas.

For further information concerning Sperakis and Georgakas and the availability
of Sperakis' woodcut prints, see the section on "Contributors."
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Q: Are you the advocate of Marat or de Sade?

A: I understand the argument of de Sade, but philosophically I move to
Marat. I must admit this movement is with great conflict and tortuous dismay.

"Study for Mauthausen Record Cover"

Q: Artists who deal with the horrors of our time often seem to enjoy the
cruelty they say they despise. They become part of the spectacle of cruelty.

A: I think there is much truth to the observation. An artist can fall into that
error. Artists may consciously exploit the grotesque for gain, or they may be
captured by it. Some people feel that a statement cannot be made unless all
traditional forms and values are discarded, that they must go to the canvas
with knives and sledge hammers to rend asunder everything we know. Aesthet-
ically and philosophically, I'm opposed to that conception. I don't think that
it is human. I think art succeeds most effectively when it deals with the power
of suggestion and in exploring various angles of accessibility. A lot of the other
stuff is just vulgar literalism. In my own case, I am interested in much more -

than grotesquery. I try to show what is real. I user the medium to develop
various aspecti of the horror around The works becomes a thing of beauty
if it is able to win involvement with the human elements which' are left within
the horror or by the human response elicited by What is depicted.

Q: What are some of the contradictions and horrors brought out in Marat/Sade?
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A: People like to see themselves as one thing so much that they become
oblivious to how they really look or feel. The circumstance of that contra-
diction brings about a tortured state within themselves that comes through in
their faces and bodies without them necessarily being aware of it. I've always
been intrigued by masks. A face is usually a mask. It reveals what people don't
want revealed about themselves or are afraid to reveal: Masks are often easy to
spot. A group of masks becomes a carnival, a human sideshow of errors, mis-
conceptions, absurdities, ironies. Marat/Sade takes place in an insane asylum
where atmosphere is rich in masks and subterfuge. People play the rotes they
once dreamed or dreaded their real lives might become.

Q: Your monks are so frenzied-looking, they too could be part of that asylum.

A: Their asylum is the church. I believe history is an integral part of the
creative process. Certain symbols recur in mythology even across widely sep-
arated cultures. I often put traditional symbols in a contemporary setting.
The priest and the chalice refer to the n
eucharist which goes back to the canni-
balistic devouring of God found in so many
mythologies. We've always had these fan-
tasies about eating God. I have a serpent
coming up out of the chalice in one wood-
cut as some kind of sexual comment, but
I haven't worked it out consciously. As I
was cutting the chalice, I felt a serpent
belonged there too. Much of work dev-
elops intuitively in the actual cutting. The
more you think about symbols conscious-
ly, the more sterile and contrived they
become.

Q: One of your Greek nuns holds a bou-
quet of wilted wheat.

A: Those are dead strands, warped dreams.
I find irony and absurdity in such traged-
ies, even humor. The drama of cruelty is
often undercut by folly, a bitter kind of
humor. I think of her as a nun and as a
widow as well, as an isolated individual
completely confined and alienated, a dis-
associated soul shrouded within the dark-
ness she's dependent on. The wheat comes
from the traditional notion that the seed
must die and fall into the earth before it
can be reborn. The death it represents
relates to this individual's state of lifeless- "Priest"
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ness. It is impossible to give verbal justice to visual concepts, or we would
write instead of draw and paint.

Q: Do you prepare preliminary sketches for your woodcuts?
A: Yes and no. I do studies of the imagery in terms of how it can be con-
structed in relation to the expression I desire, but I very rarely do actual work
on compositions as they might appear on the wood block. That, goes on in my
mind. Sometimes I'll even alter as I cut. The symbols are usually planned
beforehand, but, as I'm cutting, the idea may develop and change radically
as a response to what is happening with the wood.

Q: When you had a studio near the Bowery, you did many works showing
bums.
A: That studio had a profound effect on me. I react le my environment.
Those individuals I saw, for whatever reasons, were deteriorating and allowing
themselves to deteriorate and wanting themselves to deteriorate.They preyeil
on one another. I saw many physical horrors of the most unbelievable nature,
yet it was quite normal down there. I felt compelled to react.

Q: Your work recorded their grotesqueness.
A: Well, it is a record of events people are partaking in. What I put on wood-
block existed then and still exists today but people are willing to accept its
existence because it goes on and on.

Q: Your bums are never humorous. There's no sense of "Hallelujah, I'm a bum!'

A: I'm glad you've touched on that. All too often a certain public views them
that way which is a complete fallacy. There is nothing to idealize in the total
degradation I could view from my window. The debased state of these people
is not something they bring on themselves consciously like the legendary
hobo, if such a person ever existed. You see them with rags in their hands
wiping the windows of cars stopped on the avenue for a traffic light. You see
them crash to the sidewalk in a stupor. You see the dirty rags on their wounds,
their broken mouths, their glazed eyes. In the summer they are covered with
vermin, and in the winter they often freeze to death. The only reason I had
that studio for as long as I did was that it was one of the few I could afford at
that time. The environment was very depressing.

Q: Is there any connection between the Bowery series and the Orthodox
series?
A: They both deal with cripples. And in both series, the victim is the one
who becomes a victimizer and takes advantage of others. The inflicted wounds
of the sadist turn the victim into a victimizer. It becomes self-cycling sadism
and violence.
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"Junta (Torture) Seene"

Q: Some critics have classified you as a New Humanist, yet your work seems
anti-humanistic. Every series deals with ritualized murder, insanity, torture,
debasement. How do you reconcile this with your humanistic impulses?
A: I am completely opposed to cruelty, sadism, and brutality. That is why I
deal with the sort of material I deal with. There is a method we alluded to
earlier that real guts and blood should be used in painting or in the theater.
Some people slay animals on the stage. That reminds me of the geek in the
carnival who bites off the head of a live chicken and is despised by all the
carnival people. I am totally opposed to that attitude. It lacks all subtlety and
esthetics. My work is about people at war with themselves. I would like to
see us win that war, but the battles are awesome and it is the battles I deal
with.

Q: during the period of the recent Greek dictatorship (1967-1974), you did
a lot of work for anti-junta organizations, for leaflets, bookcovers, phonograph
albums, etc. You've told me that you're not altogether happy with that work.
A: I don't think art and politics go hand in hand so easily. They want to be
lovers, but they find it most difficult. The most successful example of this
genre is the Horrors of War by Goya who is the father of us all. He knew that
if art preaches it fails. It cannot be just a poster. Art must have an ideal,
explicit or implicit, of how people would like to be. I like to deal with human
beings as if they were still capable of ideals. In the junta wo•k, I triectto avoid
the usual stereotypes. I tried to employ some of our folkloric traditions, but
I'm fearful that all of us who worked during that period under that tension
and pressure were overly literal. The black and white medium of the woodcut
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and the skeletal figures were important for they could serve both as meta-
phoric and naturalistic images for the barbarism of the junta. But you recog-
nize reference points such as uniforms. It will be interesting to see how well
that work will hold up with time.

Q: Does art change anything, in the political sense?
A: Art doesn't bring out the voters for candidate x or z. Art brings forth an
experience and enters the knowledge of the viewers so it helps the individual
consider new channels and modes of behavior. One of the reasons there is so
much censorship of art is due to the power art has to transform people at the
roots, not into some action but in a more generalized manner, in terms of over-
all attitude and world outlook, in terms of understanding institutions and
traditions for what they are. I think art changes emotions more than it changes
specific ideas.

"Troica"

Q: Your latest series could be called the Neon Night. You deal with scenes
that take place in rough honky-tonk areas like Times Square.
A: In these works I try to deal with people and nature as they are assaulted
by anti-nature. By anti-nature I mean that which imposes and violates, that
which distorts. I am disturbed by certain elements in technology. In some of
my work, that comes through. The figures have become components of man-
ufacturing apparatuses and products. They are similar to neon lights. They
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are turned on and off, like robots. They are motionless but appear to move.
They shed light but have no warmth. I try to show the conflict between
machine nature and animal nature, the cannibalism of our times. The faces
are usually in contradiction to the body. They appear as separate units at
times. They are means of exposing what the person doesn't want exposed.
They are indeed masks. The hair looks as if it were shot through with elec-
tricity. It is frenzied and chaotic. The figures no longer sit or stand. They are
in a gravitational free-fall which is not at all graceful. They have nothing to
hold them up any more. There is no recognizable up or down. I am trying to
show helplessness with regard to having control over how one approachesthe
world.

Q: In one of the Neon Night pieces, a man who is smoking a cigar looks like
George Meany. Is that intentional?
A: It's funny you should say that because I wasn't consciously thinking of
George Meany when I was working but there is a connection. The day before
I worked on that one, I happened to be watching television which is something
I rarely do. An interview came on regarding price-control and a wage freeze.
Then along came George Meany, the supposed leader of the American working
class. He was sitting at one of those Miami Beach hotels, and he was announc-
ing his own increase in salary. It was six figures. I found him repulsive and
obscene. Perhaps, in some subliminal fashion, the next day he appeared on
the block,

Q: Your men seem more hateful than your women. Is this some feminist
principle you have?

A: I don't know about feminist principles. The feminists can talk better
about that than I can, but I do see men as being more fetishistic and more
prone to wear uniforms. I generally draw them in angular, geometric forms.
They are trapped in the paraphernalia of fetishism. How people dress displays
their state of mind. My men often assume the faces of animals which are not
recognizable as part of the normal zoological order. My women, on the other
hand, are often formed out of many circles. I have these circles on their
buttocks, their breasts, their arms, anywhere. They are bands and stripes.
They are mechanical and organic. There is the anatomical function which is
good and the mechanical which is bad. The uterus and ball-bearing socket.
My figures need not be thought of as sexually male and female. The female
types have their masks painted right on their naked bodies while the male
types have animal masks and uniforms. I have one couple where I've be-
queathed the woman a penis. That's a couple I actually know.

Q: As in your other work, you tend not to show the actual sexual parts.
A: Isn't that the nature of games? People are so involved in calculating games,
especially when it comes to sex. Real motives get camouflaged or come from
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some distorted place instead of from where we expect them to come. The
sexual initiative can take a frenzied form which is barely recognizable as
sexual at all. I try to find the reality beneath our masquerade of civilization.
I don't have to be overly literal because I don't see any advantage to that.
Sexual excess is one reality of our times that I don't particularly encourage or
find very healthy. Because I use recognizable forms doesn't mean I need to be
photographic. We have cameras for that.

Q: What you've said about your ends indicates you are out of the modem
mainstream. Much of modem art deals with art itself, and not with people
or the real world.
A: I don't know what the future will consider our mainstream or sidestreams
or whatever to have been and I'm not too concerned with that. I don't think
the kind of art you refer to is art at all. When poetry is about how to write a
poem and painting is about how to paint and film-making is about film-mak-
ing, etc., it becomes pseudo. It doesn't breathe. It doesn't derive from life, and
it doesn't move to life. It is anti-human because it is about an alienated process.
Most of that trend is something about and for the sake of nothing. It doesn't
even reach the level of the obvious. There is the idea that people will bring
their own experiences to the work and use it as terms of reference for their
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own creativity. That sounds fine, but it's just not very interesting most of the
time. Why bother with it. People who do that kind of work avoid the
responsibility of being a creator with a viewpoint. My work is in an entirely
different direction. I think the kind of work I do reaches back to our sources
and also reaches forward. I don't like to talk about it too much, however,
because such talk always sounds pretentious.
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THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE
POLYTECHNIC MASSACRE

by Minas Savvas

A bronze statue of a young boy spouting water from the mouth greets
the visitor to the Polytechnic University grounds. I enter and drink, placing
my lips on those of the statue. Two years ago, I reflect, some of those killed
in the name of freedom must have performed the same ritual: one drinks when
thirsty, just as he protests (or must protest) when he is not free.

A protest against tyrannical oppression was the cause of the demonstra-
tion around the Polytechnic on November 17, 1973. Yet the metaphor with
thirst and water stops there, since on that night the natural act of protest
ended in blood. As the trials regarding the junta's activities reveal, dozens of
provocateurs, some of whom have been identified, entered the ranks of the
students with the clear purpose of making murder "excusable." Long before
the provocateurs entered the grounds to taunt the police, to destroy property
and to throw lead pipes at the "peace-officers," sharpshooters were posted on
top of buildings in order to fire their weapons not only at students but at
citizens who simply walked the streets. The blood-bath, it is now obvious,
was instigated by the hated Ioannides who wanted to topple Papadopoulos.
The result was more than thirty dead and about 500 wounded.

I pause before the crushed gate which is now a kind of shrine inside the
grounds. Thousands of flowers are strewn about, many with notes and poems
in memory of the fallen freedom-fighters. I read: "George, I am sorry for my
humble gift of carnations, but I promise to follow your example - Voula."
"I answer your call to help only too late; forgive me -- P.T." "Those who
throw flowers at you now are doing it out of guilt because they betrayed you
two years ago." "One must die anyway, but it's better to die as you did. I envy
you -- Thanassis V." "Diomedes, I'll always love you -- Maria." etc.

Hundreds of students are roaming about. Here young men are selling
newspapers of all sorts. "Buy your Thourios," shouts a girl of about eighteen.
(Thourios belongs to the Communist Youth group -- of the Interior -- called
"Rigas Feraios"). Another vendor sells Odigitis (of the Communist, Exterior
faction -- pro-Russian); still another calls attention to Laikos Dromos (the
Maoist group). Faint is the voice of a young man selling Ex ormisi (PASOK's
newspaper).

A huge line of hundreds has formed before the exhibit of documents
pertaining to that eventful night. After thirty minutes of waiting, I enter the
large hall. Viewing of the exhibition is accompanied by a recording of a
student's voice shouting on that night over the Polytechnic station: "This is
the Polytechnic! We need drugs ... we have several students bleeding profusely.

. Soldiers, brothers, how can you fire at your own brothers? How can you
kill fellow Greeks who only want freedom. ..."
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It is chilling! The student's voice is both tense and defiant, a voice of
fear and a voice of courage. Typed and handwritten slogans are displayed
neatly on several tables: "Death to the Fascists," "Tonight or Never," "Fight
with us for Freedon," etc. Photos identify culprits and victims on the walls;
one depicts a provocateur, with an iron pipe and civilian clothes, talking amic-
ably with Hristoloukas, the Chief of the Athens Police. Pictures of students
bleeding, lying dead; the flag that was hanging before the gate -- now smeared
with mud and blood; machine-gun and M1 bullets, some taken from the bodies
of students and workers; tear-gas cannisters; fourteen-pound iron pipes, all
identical, wielded by provocateurs; newspapers of the period. . . In another
hall, films of the events have been showing continuously for four days (Nov-
ember 14-17); one called "Agonas" is especially moving. There are tears in the
eyes of many, a solemn silence all around.

The Entrance to the Polytechnic Before the Invasion by the
Tanks (From The Epic of the Polytechnic, Athens, 1974)

Another half-hour of waiting allows me entrance to the exhibit of
"student artifacts." I look at the identification cards on the table to my left,
and I reflect that a number of victims were only twelve or thirteen when the
junta came to power. Their photos show them smiling, handsome, robust.
Their clothing is individually identified: the pants of one riddled with bullet
holes; the sweater of a teen-age girl; the jacket of a worker; even the shirt of a
six-year old boy shot intentionally (according to recent testimony by his
mother) as he ran to hide in a supermarket. A painting of the Polytechnic with
dead before its gate, painted by the mother of one of the victims, Diomedes
Komnenos, is especially impressive. "I have never painted before," she informs
me tearfully. "I was inspired by my son's death." More photographs of the
events, posters of all types, death certificates issued on the day after the
massacre -- some giving false information such as "due to a heart attack the
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patient succumbed... etc. I want to leave; a tightening in my throat informs
me that I am about to weep.

Now I walk through the campus where thousands of people are milling
about. Dozens of "little wells" (pigadakia), as the Greeks call the circles of
people conversing and arguing, have been forming since the early morning.
Meanwhile, gigantic wreaths of flowers are arriving every minute. Here is one
from a high school in Sparta, another from a union in Kallithea, from Halandri,
Nea Ionia, Tripolis, Crete, Volos, etc. "To our Greek brothers, from the Free
Youth of Uruguay " is the inscription on one; "The Spanish Democratic Move-
ment " says another; "The Palestinian Liberation Organization honors the
fallen Greek heroes," says another; one signed "Four Fathers" declares: "For
You Who Died So that our Children can live as Free Men." Hundreds of
bouquets, multiplying by the hour, hang from the gates. The vendors have
also increased in members: book-sellers, chestnut-vendors, flower-sellers. . . .
I buy two dozen carnations and hang them on the gates. Next to them, as it is
the custom, I place my thought at the moment. It is a line from a poem I had
written twelve years ago: "Who said that your courage would allow you to
comb white hair? -- A Greek from America thanks you." People gaze at me as
I walk away.

The speakers are continously blaring songs of Theodorakis, of Xylouris,
poems of Yannis Ritsos and Vamalis. Taxis, buses and trolleys pass by, their
passengers staring with interest. Students give them information literature
through the windows. "Come to Mondays demonstration, from Patission
Street to Syntagma and then to the American Embassy, four p.m." A'half-•
million joined the march last year, on the first anniversary, I am told; this
year's demonstration should be just as impressive. Every wall in Athens, pract-
ically, had the announcement posted; the newspapers and magazines have
been discussing the forthcoming demonstration with anticipation, and even
the government-run radio and TV could not ignore the careful preparations.

Finally, it is Monday, November 17, the very day of the anniversary.
Traffic in about fifty streets in the center of Athens has come to a standstill.
Old men, old women, children and youths of every age and appearance walk
towards their point of departure. Police, seemingly unarmed, stand in strategic
corners by the dozens. Though the march is to start at four p.m., the marchers
have started congregating since two o'clock. I walk at three-thirty p.m. to
Victoria Square. The crowds are thick. Huge Greek flags greet me, omnipre-
sent vendors of leftist papers and of apolitical items. Banners and signs every-
where: "Glory to the Martyrs," "Greece out of NATO: NATO out of Greece,"
"Your Example Lives," "AmericanMurderers," "Death to Fascism," "We Sup-
port the Suffering Peoples of Spain and Chile." A young boy of about ten
holds a small sign he apparently wrote with crayons: "I'll follow in your Foot-
steps." Many women are dressed in black, some are crying. Several young men
farther away are arguing with two policemen. A girl gives me a pamphlet.
"Rules of the March: Absolutely no one is to commit a violent act, no one
should shout provocative solgans . . . Provocateurs must be identified and
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The Entrance to the Polytechnic After the Invasion by the

Tanks (From The Epic of the Polytechnic, Athens, 1974)

isolated." The pamphlet is signed "EFEE" (Greek Student Union). Similar
instructions by EFEE have been already given through the various media.
Thoughtlessness in this respect cannot be tolerated; the march is to be a solemn
procession both in protest (for American support of the junta) and in remem-
brance of the victims.

Kazantzakis observed in his Journey to Morea that the Greeks really do
not know how to smile. It is true, I feel•, but this crowd has reason to be ser-
ious. Somehow one senses the sadness, the bitterness; the pity and the fear.
which, Aristotle tells us, inform real tragedy.

A teen-ager tears off a flower from one of the wreaths. "You know
you're taking it away from the dead who deserve it more than you and
I, don't you?" I ask. "Little bastard," cries a man near me, "put it back!"
"What's one flower?" the boy asks in amazement. "It's a flower for those who
sacrificed themselves for idiots like you," the man throws (back. "Put the
goddamned flower back!" The boy sticks the flower back nn the wreath and
loses himself amidst the multitude.

While several participants, in mourning, wear black armbands; the mon-
itors wear them in white. They begin to move the crowd toward Patission
Street. It takes fifteen minutes to move one hundred feet. A gigantic crowd
is also waiting on Leoforos Alexandras. Half hour later we joined thousands
of other marchers before the Polytechnic. I don't recall seeing so many people
anywhere. I don't recall seeing so many flowers anywhere. People and flowers,
with dozens of signs, are seen as far as the eye can see. There are more groups
joining us from adjacent streets. From one end of Patission to the other, the
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street is dense with people. Flowers are thrown from windows of buildings
everywhere on the street. I remember a line by Yannis Ritsos: "Our people
will not kneel before anyone -- but their dead."

Someone is crying next to me. It's a young lady of about twenty. Her
companion explains that her cousin was one of the victims. Now a river of
people come pouring from another street. The sun, as if he knows, has now
come out. It's four-fifteen, and the whole day was overcast until now. The
sun of Greece is, at least, friendly to photographers. Cameras began to click.
Soon the sun will descend behind the Acropolis. The line, about seventy -

eighty people wide, moves slowly towards the Polytechnic. The monitors
(there are five-thousand of them, I am told) hold hands, creating a double
chain around the crowds. More marchers descend from Veranzerou and from
Leoforos Alexandras. They chant in unison: (Aderfia mas zite — mas katho-
digite) "Brothers you live -- you guide us ahead." One large contingent of
marchers ahead (about two-thousand) carry communist flags and plackards.
It's the KNE (Communist Youth) group from Kallithea. While different slogans
are chanted by each large group when, by four-forty', we get in front of the
Polytechnic and we are told that during the march the main speaker on the
microphone will initiate each chant.

A sea of flags, of banners, of wreaths, as far as one can see on Patission
street. Contingents of groups continue to join the multitude from all directions.
The mayor of Athens is now making a speech before the gigantic crowd in
front of the Polytechnic. "Their only weapon," he says, "was their love for
freedom. They entered these grounds as boys and left them as heroic men."
Applause of thundering proportions follow Mayor Papatheodorou's speech;
fists and peace signs are raised by the tens of thousands. A minute of silence
is called, and it is incredible: for a whole minute, though there must be nearly
750,000 people here (Athenaiki the next day said 1,000,000) not a sound, not
a sneeze or a cough, was heard. The names of the victims were called and the
throng shouted, "Immortal!"

At 5:15, the demonstrators marched toward Stadiou Street. It's getting
dark and the gigantic, thick-line moves extremely slow. People from balconies,
windows, and doorways applaud and raise their fists. I estimate that the line is
about 80 feet wide and 4 miles long! All the political parties are represented
here, all the schools of Athens and Piraeus, all the unions, all professional
organizations. The request to obey the slogans of the main speaker is not
really followed. The Maoist group,EKKE, for example, can be heard chanting,
"Forward with Lenin," etc. But, as we march close to Constitution Square
and throughout the demonstration, the preponderant thajority chanted uni-
formly: "Out of NATO forever," "Today we honor our dead," "No more
juntas," "Americans out," "Education, Bread and Freedom," "Hands Off
Cyprus," etc.

Ahead of the march, there is the bloodied flag of the Polytechnic, now
a symbol of youth's struggle for liberty, carried by two students and two
professors. Besides several other professors and the Mayor of Athens, ahead of
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The Second Anniversary of the Polytechnic Revolt Against the
Junta (From Nee, November 18, 1975)

the line walk several Chilean exiles, who have come to pay their respects to
the fallen Greek students. (Hortensia Allende, the papers reported yesterday,
brought some flowers to the Polytechnic and began to weep as she toured the
exhibit with the student's clothing; she wiped her tears with the torn shirt of
Diomedes Komnenos. one of the victims.) Behind the front line march - the
mothers, sisters and wives of the fallen, all dressed in black. While we approach
Vassilisis Sofias Blvd., thousands of people sitting on fences, on walls, hanging
from windows, shout their approval of the event. Hundreds of policemen keep
a low-profile in the background. About two hundred of them have encircled
the Parliament Building, where -- as the newspapers reported -- a discussion on
the lessons of the Polytechnic incidents was under way. A child of two or
three on the shoulders of his father is giving us the peace sign. Several other
children carry Greek flags. It is nearly 7 p.m. The sun vanished one hour ago,
but we have a full moon -- a moon that seems to be dressed in full regalia for
the great event. Thousands of more people are lined up along the route of
Vassilisis Sofias to applaud and chant along with the marchers. On one end
of the march now I hear a song sung by the EAM guerrilas ("Me to dufeki mou
ston omo"), on the other end the PASOK youth, carrying green flags and
plackards, sing the old Cretan war song, "Pote tha Kani Xasteria." Since
Vassilisis Sofias runs slightly uphill, I look behind me at the dense demonstra-
tion. It is impressive! As the papers said the next morning, "The largest gath-
ering that Greece has ever seen." It is, by far, the largest I have ever seen. It is
indescribable!

At 7:45 we arrive before the American Embassy. One hundred meters
away, hidden behind trees, lie the cells of ESA, where hundreds of patriots
were tortured by the junta. The relationship of the two buildings does not
evade the demonstrators. "U.S. - SS Vasanistes" (U.S.. -SS -Torturers) now
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becomes a cry that thunders in the night. The front of the Embassy, and all
the streets leading to it, are guarded by hundreds of police officers. (The
newspaper Nea reported the next day -- with pictures as proof -- that three
U.S. Marines had set up a machine gun on the roof of the building and that
personnel there monitored the demonstration and taped the slogans chanted
by the demonstrators.) Slowly, more and more demonstrators arrive, and now
hundreds of red Communist flags may be seen under the street lights westward.
The anti-Americanism some of us were predicting during U.S. support of the
junta was now clearly shown.

The Greek National Anthem is sung by everyone at 8:45. An old man --
as if he can be heard by the Americans -- raises his hand and shrieks angrily:
"Take your embassy and go." The chanting continues till 10:30 and by mid-
night all ended peacefully. Anyone can be angry, I thought, but to be angry
with such orderliness and dignity is commendable — commendable especially
for a multitude of nearly one million (!) people.

The differences in Greece among political factions are many, but if all
activities in behalf of the nation can be as organized, as united, with such sol-
idarity of all beliefs and such noble energy and anger, there will.only be pro-
gress in the future of this tormented but great land.

CONFERENCE FOR A RELEVANT SOCIAL SCIENCE

DATE: March 5-7, 1976
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Insurgent Research Strategies
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Law and Social Science: Strategies for Research and Action
Sexuality and the Class Struggle: The Dialectic of Marx and Freud
Stages in the Process of Liberation: Greece, Portugal and Vietnam
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Regular = $5.00	 Regular = $8.00
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GUERRILLA GIRL *
by Costa G. Couvaras

We saw girl guerrillas for the first time in the town of Karpenisi one
month after we entered Greece. Dressed like men fighters, with serious faces,
these girls shared the rigors of guerrilla life equally with the men. The men
guerrillas respect them in every way because some of these women had already
proven themselves in battle. When we reached Karpenisi in May 1944, a
women's unit was being newly organized as part of the XIII Guerrilla Division.
Most of the girls were novices in guerrilla life, but among them there were a
few that had been with men's units for some time. One could pick out those
veterans without knowing them! Their poise and bearing was much different
than that of the newcomers. They had self-assurance. They acted like seasoned
fighters in every sense of the word. In particular, there was one girl that
attracted my attention, and soon enough I asked our guerrilla guide about her.

Her name was "Tempest"! An assumed name, of course. Her real name
was not known to our companion. Then, I was given part of her story. For
two years, my companion said, Tempest had been participating in all the
guerrilla campaigns with the men. At first she was the only girl, then another
came. The two behaved and fought like men and were treated with equality
by the other guerrillas. "We respected them as if they were our sisters," Pavlos
said. No trouble ever developed in the unit, although the girls, at times, lived and
even slept in the same room with the men.

I met Tempest soon after that and the two of us became good friends.
One day, after taking pictures of her unit, we went for a walk at the outskirts
of the town. There under the shade of a large pine, and in view of a breath-
taking landscape of high mountains, small plains and deep ravines, I became
romantic and tried to make love to her.

Morality among Resistance Fighters was at a high level, and I knew that
trouble would arise if anything came out about my weakness towards the
other sex. In spite of the fact that we belonged to a Foreign Mission, and our
position was somewhat different from that of the guerrillas, wavering from
the straight path would not be easily excusable! Only a few days before, one
of the EAM leaders who had arranged for us to live in the nice home of a
widow and her daughter had cautioned us: "There is a nice looking girl in the
house, but be sure there won't be any trouble. We are very particular about
such matters here!"

*
The author of the article recounts some of his experiences during the Second

World War, as an American officer and as head of an intelligence mission with
the EAM-ELAS headquarters in the mountains of occupied Greece. EAM and
ELAS were respectively the civilian and military organizations of the Greek
left resistance, and the author was known to the resistance by the code name
-- Ulysses. The article constitutes part of a book on the Greek guerrillas that
will be published in the near future.
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Tempest was an attractive girl, though, and since we had left Egypt four
months before, we had not even been near a woman; therefore, during that
romantic occasion, I forgot the whole situation and tried to kiss her!

The expression in her eyes was something unbelievable and one that I
will always remember. She was startled! For a minute she looked like the lone
deer when she realizes that cdtmger lurks nearby. Her "No" was emphatic, but
soon she became composed and said in an assured manner:

"This is no time for love, fellow combatant. We have a great task ahead
of us, and we cannot waver."

A smile of admiration, mingled with disbelief, must have appeared on
my face because she hastened to add:

"Don't get me wrong, Fellow Combatant Ulysses. It is not because of
moral reasons that I act this way. Before I joined the ELAS guerrillas I lived
with my husband and my two children and had a paramour besides. But I
have changed since!"

Like it or not, my friendship with Tempest was destined to remain on
the Platonic level. With great eloquence I expounded the theory of "Some
work and some play," but that did not get us anywhere either. She was
serious and determined with the task ahead, and I could not help but admire
her character. She was really an interesting person besides, and every time
we saw each other I prodded her to tell me more of her life story, until there
came a time when there was no more to tell.

"Ulysses" (left) and Aris Velouchiotis -- the Leader of ELAS
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Tempest came from a worker's family and had lived in Athens most of
her life. There she attended school as far as Junior High. Marriage came at an
early age to a man she did not love, but with whom she managed to live peace-
fully for many years. Her interests at the time were the same as those of most
women: Good clothes, movies, and a good time. Her husband tried to provide
as well as he could with the meager salary of a junior police officer. Then
occupation came and life became much more difficult.

During the famine of 1941, her family suffered untold privations. For-
tunately though, the husband was transferred to a small town outside of
Athens as Chief of Police; and from then on the family food problems became
more manageable. It was in this town that Tempest's active nature showed up
first. When there were no other interests to make life exciting, she got inter-
ested in patriotism and the Resistance Movement.

The little town was a passage point that led out of Athens to the
guerrilla stronghold in the mountains, and it was used extensively as a courier
base and for the purpose of passing through new recruits. Tempest at first
provided food for those passing by; then she became liaison messenger between
the various villages of the district. One day a British officer was brought to her
to hide and care for. He had to stay in that location for a few weeks and in
the course of time, in addition to food and shelter, he asked for love from his.
attractive hostess. He was a decent sort of a man, and handsome besides, and
Tempest obliged! When the Britisher departed, he left behind his former in-
terpreter to be the liaison between Athens and the new hide-out. The in-
evitable soon happened, and Tempest became the mistress of the interpreter.

Tempest was able to hide her indiscretions from her husband under the
guise of working for the Resistance Movement, but the husband did not like
that idea either. The guerrillas might be alright, he thought, but what would
happen to him if it was found out that the wife of the 'Police Chief was mixed
up with them? Besides, the instructions from his superiors were to fight
against the underground.

Until that time Tempest hed been working for the Rightist Underground
movement of Colonel Napoleon Zervas. In addition to the excitement, there
was always some money to be had by people offering their services to that
organization, and this pleased Tempest at the beginning. Then, one good day
she made contact with the Leftist Underground. A girl neighbor asked her to
help the ELAS guerrillas as well. "As wife of the Police Chief, it is your duty
to help," she was told. For a time, then, Tempest went on helping both
Rightists and Leftists. At that time, no fight had developed between these two
groups, and Tempest felt happy to be the only friendly link among ideological
rivals.

The period of dual allegiance did not last long for the wife of the Police
Chief. Soon she developed a better liking for the Leftists. "They were better
people," she told me. "The others talked of money all the time, and after a
while that made me sick." She came to feel that it was wrong to be paid for
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"Tempest" and her Guerrilla Comrades

patriotic acts, and the poverty clothed ideology of EAM-ELAS appealed to
her heart more intensely. When the fights with her husband became frequent
and intolerable, she left him and went to the mountains. There she first became
a nurse and later joined the fighting men to claim the distinction of the "First
Girl Guerrilla" of Greece.

When I first met Tempest she was a real fanatic in ideas. The Marxist
teachings she had heard and absorbed had brought a new religion to her
heart which had never existed before. She had developed an extreme morality
together with a fierce desire to fight for what she believed to be right.

A woman of about twenty-five, Tempest was good looking, but her
hardened face betrayed the difficult life she pursued in the last few years.
Her rather short hair, done in braids hanging over her neck, was always tied
neatly with a piece of string. Being with men for so long, she got into the habit
of considering herself one of them. The only difference between her and the
men was the cleanliness of her face and the neatness of her clothes. On her
head she always wore the usual soldier's cap with the insignia of "ELAS"
embroidered on it. A khaki jacket, a pair of blue colored trousers, and a pair
of heavy boots with nails made up her dress, which was completed by her
Italian rifle and her belt of cartridges worn crosswise on the chest.

The story of the blue heavy trousers, which Tempest would never part
with, is a particularly amusing one. During one of the clashes between ELAS
and Zervas, Tempest captured a colonel! The haughty militarist did not part-
icularly cherish the idea of having been captured by a women and expressed
his indignation about it. But Tempest was not fooling and got really mad with
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the insolence of her prisoner. She, thereupon, cocked her rifle ready to shoot
and ordered the colonel to take off his pants. Since she meant business, the
colonel had to comply. Then, Tempest took off her skirt and ordered the man
to wear it.Since that time she always wore her captured trophy and refused
to exchange it for anything else. When the Women's Unit was first organized,
the officer in charge ordered Tempest to change her blue trousers for the
khaki ones, in order to be uniform with the rest of the unit. She refused to
comply, and the case was finally taken to the Division Commander, who ruled
the Tempest had earned the right to be different in the case of her famous
blue pants!

Last November Tempest came to Athens. That was a kind of triumph
for her. In the streets of the city, people congregated around her to admire her
and ask questions. She had on exactly the same dress she wore in the mount-
ains, with blue pants, rifle, cartridge belt and all. Two days after her arrival the
British Commander issued an order forbidding guerrilas to carry arms in the
city. Tempest was furious! "They are scared to see us armed!" she told me.
But she complied with the order because ELAS headquarters had issued an
identical order under British pressure, and that was enough to cool Tempest's
fury.

The Civil War came, and I never saw Tempest again. Today a women
member of the Resistance Movement told me how Tempest died fighting
against the British in the streets of Athens.

I lament the loss of this brave girl, not so much because it came in the
Spring of her life, but rather because it came from the bullet of a former ally
and not from that of the enemy she hated so much.

To die fighting was a fitting end for this Modem Amazon!
(March 6,1945)
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38111, November 1975 [In Greek and English, translated into English
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Clothbound, $15.00; Paperbound, $5.95.

Scott G. McNall, THE GREEK PEASANT, American Sociological Assn.,
1722 N Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036, April 1974 [in English]
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ON THE ASSASSINATION

OF A CIA STATION CHIEF IN ATHENS *

The attempts of CIA officials, both current and retired, and their sup-
porters to cast the Fifth Estate with even partial responsibility for the death
of the CIA Station Chief in Athens, Greece, is an attack on all Americans who
have had the courage to voice opposition to this secret police force and the
anti-democratic corporate empire it serves. In an hysterical campaign, similar
to classical CIA propaganda operations abroad, the CIA is attempting to shift
the onerous history of 30 years of villainous rampage against the people of the
world to those who have exposed the truth of CIA murders and lies.

Reactionary elements of the Press have been stampeded into thoughtless
commentary in contradiction to the facts known to their own journalists.
Right-wing thugs have threatened to kill members of the Fifth Estate, Congress
and a Presidential candidate. Even the President has lent his support to this
campaign. But the Press overreacting to confusing events is nothing new or un-
manageable. The ravings of rightist cowards rarely initiate political change.
And we doubt if this is the first or last time Jerry Ford will be deceived by
the CIA.

We are not intimidated and this campaign will ultimately fail.
We are grieved that Mrs. Welch is now a widow and her family is without

a father. We do not condone or support this shooting. But we do understand
why Mr. Welch was killed. This CIA Station Chief died as a direct result of
world-wide hostility which the CIA has helped generate against the United
States. As a CIA operative, Welch knew that his role in coordinating covert
operations to secure the exploitative investment climate for multinational
corporations could, someday, lead to his death. Throughout the world people
are demonstrating that the age of economic exploitation and political repres-
sion brought by CIA assassinations, coups detat, secret wars, massive illegal dom-
estic spying, lies and deception must now come to a close. The possibility of
violent retribution for this exploitation and repression must now be a fact of
life with CIA agents.

For many Greeks, the name of the CIA brings horrid memories of US
supported torture, brutal imprisonment, and death from a CIA-installed mil-
itary dictatorship. These memories are freshened by Greek anger at CIA inter-
vention recently in Cyprus. Such emotions based on political fact are felt by

*The Fifth Estate, an organization of former intelligence agents, reported the
fact that Richard Welch was a CIA agent in their publication Counter Spy.
Welch was assassinated in Athens on December 23. William Colby and others
have denounced those who exposed "secrets" of the CIA. An investigation by
the Justice Department has been launched. The following is the Fifth Estate's
reply. The Fifth Estate's address is P.O.Box 647, Ben Franklin Station, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20044. (Reprinted from WIN magazine, January 15, 1976,
P. 0. Box 547, Rifton, N.Y. 12471)
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many throughout the world. In Greece, these emotions led to months Of dem-
onstrations and official denouncements before this shooting.

However, if anyone is to blame for Mr. Welch's death, it is the CIA that
sent him to Greece to spy and intervene in the affairs of the Greek people and
to rendezvous with a death symbolic of the horrible essence of the CIA. When
the A thens News publicly identified him, there was no excuse for the CIA to
keep him there. The blood of Mr. Welch is on the hands of the CIA and its sup-
porters and not on the pages of Counter-Spy.

Counter-Spy, the quarterly journal of the Fifth Estate, has a policy of
publishing names of CIA operatives in its feature "CIA Around the World: We
Thought You'd Like To Know." Any names of CIA officials published by the
foreign or American press will be printed in Counter-Spy. We reprint the names
to demonstrate to the American people the pervasiveness of CIA activities.
Reprinting names reinforces political fact and demystifies the power of the
CIA. The Station Chief in most countries is well known to both the govern-
ments, political parties, foreign press as well as those opposed to the CIA
presence in their countries. Only those who live in the United States are denied
this information. We believe Americans have a right to know what acts are be-
ing committed in our name and who are the perpetrators of these acts. Re-
printing these names is one way for us to protest the existence of the CIA and
the covert actions it implements without sanction from the American people.

Richard Welch was identified first in 1967 in a German book, Who's
Who in the CIA, which has been widely distributed throughout the world.
More recently his name appeared in Spanish languauge newspapers in Peru.
Maryknoll priests while in Peru jotted his and other CIA operatives' names
down and during a visit to Washington, DC asked us for confirmation that
Welch was indeed with the CIA. By using documents published by the Depart-
ment of State and freely available to the public, we made this confirmation
and reprinted his name in Counter-Spy. But his move to Greece was unknown
to us and we have had no contact with the Greek newspaper that identified
him. It is a fragile coincidence that links Counter-Spy to these tragic events.

If the CIA believes it can continue this charade of focusing blame on its
opposition, it is foolish. The questions which will be asked once the hysteria
has dissipated are: "Why was Richard Welch recently transferred to Greece?
What has the CIA planned for the people in that region of the world? What is
the CIA doing there now? What was Richard Welch, and what are those who
replaced him, doing in Peru?"

If the CIA continues to intervene in the affairs of all countries, including
Greece and Peru, or to suppress national patriotic liberation movements and
the popular opposition to the CIA and its corporate masters, similar events
will undoubtedly occur. The movement against the CIA is not responsible for
these occurences. The CIA with its murderers and torturers has now added the
blood of one of its own to the long list of victims it has denied life.
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THE MGSA SYMPOSIUM
*

The Modern Greek StudiesAssociation held its fourth biennial symposium
in Los Angeles between October 31 and November 2, 1975. The event was
cosponsored by the Gustave E. Von Grunebaum Center for Near Eastern
Studies of the University of California and was partially subsidized by the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. The program was divided into two major topical
parts: the problem of the historical past in medieval times , and the problem
of the historical past in modern times. There were five sessions during the
three-day period. Most of the sessions lacked a coherent topical organization
and were instead given a temporal designation. The problem may have been a
fundion of the number of papers submitted. All of the sessions were held in
the same room, and the attendance fluctuated between 75 and 150 people,
the latter figure also being the maximum attendance at the convention. In
comparison with the 1973 Columbia convention, the turnout was poor. The
difference may be due to the nature of the topic, concentration of Greeks in
the east coast, greater restriction in travel funds, etc.

The firit lecture in the Friday morning session was delivered by W.
Goldschmidt (UCLA anthropologist). Goldschmidt stressed the suprabiological
aspects of man, as evidenced in extensive cultural variation, but also acknow-
ledged the importance of the biological and psychodymanic universals in man.
He criticized monistic explanations of human behavior, including Marxism.
However, in illustrating culture changes among the Nilotic tribes of Africa,
he analyzed them in terms of "cultural ecological" changes (change from a
pastoral to an agricultural life); he maintained that the more sedentary life
made for a more dependent and fatalistic (witchcraft) kind of existence. One
member of the audience saw some -corTespcindences between the Africans and
Homeric Greece. Whatever the theoretical label, the thesis could be system-
atically investigated even among contemporary cross-sections of Greeks.

M. Anastos (UCLA) saw many classical precedents in the Byzantine and
Roman Empires. The stress by both Plato and Aristotle on. "rationality"
contributed to the idea that benevolent rulers are the law, if not above the law.
The deification of rulers was present in Greek antiquity (e.g. Alexander the
Great), but it was less evident during the Roman Empire. This process under-
went some transformation during the Byzantine era (perhaps due to Christian

*This review was circulated to four participants in the MGSA Symposium for
comments. Three of them saw no major inaccurcies and suggested some minor
revisions. The majority, however, did express some reservations about under-
taking such a complex task. I am well aware of the dangers of trying to com-
press a two-day interdisciplinary symposium into a short review, and I do not
pretend to present a complete summary of the speaker's main arguments.
Nonetheless, I felt it was incumbent upon me, as a "critical sociologist," to
point out some of the social, political, and heuristic implications of the sym-
posium foi contemporary Greece. If the review distorts in a major way any of
the participants' presentations, the Journal would be glad to publish a rejoinder.
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influence?); the rulers became less often equated with gods and, more often,
were seen as the instruments of gods. An important conclusion is that the
much abused "divine right of kings" has its roots in the "rationality" of
antiquity.

The Friday afternoon session contained three presentations. K. Weitz-
mann (Princeton U.) could not make it, so a substitute read his paper.
Weitzmann's thesis, I believe, was that Byzantine art did not completely eradi-
cate the more naturalistic classical art and there were even cases of classical
revival and continuity during the Byzantine period. G. Kustas (SUNY, Buffalo)
spoke on classical precedents in Byzantine literature. Kustas, in pointing out
these precedents, made so many millenial leaps and erudite references that I
must confess I failed to comprehend his principal thesis. The third speaker, P.
Charanis (Rutgers U.) spoke on the ethnography of the Byzantine period and
described successive invasions by various ethnic groups. He said many of these
groups were assimilated and also pointed to the tenacity-Of the -Greek language
despite the invasions. If anything, the lecture makes one suspicious of racial
purity and continuity among contemporary Greeks.

The Saturday morning session dealt with the Byzantine Greek language
and vestiges of Greek pagan religion in Byzantine religiosity. Unfortunately, I
was absent during R. Browning's (Birbeck College, U. of London) talk on the
Byzantine Greek Language and cannot comment on it. D. Constantelos (Stock-
ton State College), an ordained Priest in the Greek Orthodox Church, illustrat-
ed the many correspondences between ancient religion and Byzantine Christ-
ianity. There was a great resistance by the masses to the esoteric Canons of the
Church, and the Peloponnesians, especially, held on to their pagan practices
(demonology, divination, etc.) well into the 9th Century A.D. Constantelos
also pointed to some similarities between paganism and modern Greek religion,
but in a private conversation he did not see Christian eschatology as a sequel
of paganism.

Part II, focusing on the historical past in modern times, began with a
single lecture by D. Skiotis (Harvard U.) on the nature of the modern Greek
nation. Skiotis minimized the influence of the middle-class diaspora intellect
uals on the 1821 revolution and stressed the millenarian expectations of the
peasant revolutionaries. These expectations were rooted in the Byzantine
(Romaiko) restoration; there were also expectations of liberation from the East
(Russia) or the West. The "Grand Idea" (Megan Idea) could therefore be seen
within the context of the general process of millenarianism. Skiotis may be in-
terested in knowing that some anthropologists have attributed millenarian
phenomena such as the Melanesian "cargo cults" and the American Indian
"Ghost Dance" to cultural deprivation resulting from imperialistic oppression.
This may have been the case for the Greeks under the Ottomans.

The Saturday afternoon session, the most cohesive panel of all, also
contained three papers. J. Petropulos (Amherst College) - unlike Skiotis - gave
greater weight to the diaspora intellectuals as far as raising revolutionary con-
sciousness is concerned He said that the Western intellectuals were influenced
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by the ideas of the Enlightenment but used the classical and Byzantine tradi-
tions to legitimize the new Greek state. In fact, he attributed the incomplete
liberation of Greek territories to the greater influence of the intellectuals over
those engaged in armed struggle and to the neutralization-of class consciousness
by the elite. Class consciousness made its appearance at the turn of the 19th
Century, with the emergence of the "Educational Association" and the demo-
ticists, and laid the foundation for Venizelos. One wonders if both the diaspora
intellectuals and millenarianism stood in the way of a genuine class conscious-
ness both during the 19th and 20th Centuries.

Diamandouros (Orange County Community College) substituted for
L. Vranousis (Academy of Athens) whose non-appearance provoked annoy-
ance among some of the organizers and also generated all kinds of rumors as
to his reasons for not coming (e.g. he was boycotting the meeting because of
the pandemic anti-Americanism in Greece). In any event, Vranousis was to
speak on the "Grand Idea." Diamandouros's talk concentrated on the shaping
of the Greek state after the 1821 revolution and on the impact of the "cultural
tradition" (Classical and Byzantine) upon these developments. The Ottoman
domination which broke continuity with the ancients and Byzantines was a
decisive factor in regenerating the "cultural tradition." The Greeks also looked
to Westerners (the cultural descendants of Greek) for liberation. Both Greek
and Western intellectuals used the "cultural tradition" to legitimize the new-
born state. The "cultural tradition" also helped channel millenarian , ideas
("the Grand Idea") into nationalism. However, the "cultural tradition" en-
couraged subsequent foreign intervention in Greek affairs, clientelism and an
aversion to the contemporary indigenous Greek eiiiture,' and, in addition re-
tarded the development of political-economic consciousness. Diamandouros's
analysis vindicates the left's struggle, throughout this century, against the
"cultural tradition" (especially against Katharevousa).

T. Doulis's (Portland State U.) paper was indirectly relevant to the
"Grand Idea." He identified a number of themes (narratives of captivity, the
establishment of the refugees, and nostalgia for lost homelands) that arose
among Anatolian writers after the 1922 Asia Minor disaster. There was more
existentialism, com • assion for other oppressed groups, and disillusionment
with the "Grand Idea" pervading their writings. During the 1950s and 1960s,
the nationalistic aspects of the "Grand Idea" were pretty much dead and the
Asia Minor fiasco was metaphorically used in the contemporary class-struggle.
It would be interesting, sociologically, to assess the extent to which the above
themes have generalized to non-Anatolian writers, the Greek policy-makers,
teachers, and the public-at-large.

Three papers were presented during the Sunday morning session. Accord-
ing to secondary sources (I was not present for the entire session) M. Alexiou
(U. of Birmingham, England) maintained that there was general continuity in
the image of Charos and Thanatos ("Death") throughout the ages, despite the
post-classical Christian tradition, except that contemporary Charos is more of
a combatant whereas the ancient counterpart was more of a carrier of souls to
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Hades. It may be instructive to do a sociological analysis of popular culture
[James Bond (modern Hercules?) and horror stories] in contemporary Greece.

The second paper by E. Petrounias (UCLA) was in the tradition of soc-
iolinguistics. He distinuished diglossia ("double-language") from dialects and
bilingualism, but it was not clear from the lecture if the speaker gave the "two
languages" (demo tiki and katharevousa) as much an independent status as has
Papanoutsos. It is my impression that he did not. Petrounias pointed to the
indigenous inferiority complex of the Greeks relative to the ancients and to
the influence of the German bureaucratic tradition as factors in the dominance
of the formal katharevousa. He also pointed to the psychological, social and
political effects of diglossia such as linguistic confusion and xenomania and
obstruction of political education for the masses. Petrounias, however, failed
to point out that the elitist katharevousa was also promoted by the recent
dictators.

S. Vryonis (UCLA), the -chairperson of the Symposium, was the last
speaker of the conference. He dealt with the vexing problem of continuity in
modern Greek scholarship. Vryonis suggested that those who advocate dis-
continuity are likely to have a more static, genetic, geographical, nominal, and
institutional conception of Greek culture, whereas their opponents (including
Vryonis?) have a more open concept of Greek culture in terms of the Greek
language (a la Goldschmidt). Should the conference proceedings be published,
the Vryonis paper could provide a more integrative theoretical focus. -

The MGSA conference answered many of my questions in regard to the
puzzles of Greek history, and it also provoked new questions for future
research and discussion. Nonetheless, I must point out some overall limitations.
First, the lack of topical coherence, the excessive length of the papers, and the

• absence of simultaneous sessions were not conducive to discussion. Second, I
have observed a tendency among participants in MGSA programs to dwell with
the past (stop with the 1920s) and to avoid drawing out the political-economic
implications of their research for contemporary Greece. One wonders if the
individual speakers are indeed affected by the "apolitical" nature of MGSA
and the dominance of the classics in Western universities. The invitation (at
the convention) by representatives of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese to act
as a host for the next biennial convention and to provide a place for the MGSA
archives may not help cure MGSA's progonoplex ta.

Nikos Petropoulos



THE CYPRUS PANEL
AT THE MIDDLE EAST STUDIES ASSOCIATION MEETING

A wide ranging discussion of the Cyprus problem took place at the
Cyprus panel of the Middle East Studies Association's annual meeting held
at Louisville, Ky., on November 21, 1975. This was the first time in recent
years that an issue of concern to the students of Greek and Cypriot politics
was discussed at a MESA meeting.

Participants at the panel were: M.A. Ramady (Department of Economics,
University of Leicester, England); Stephen G. Xydis (Department of Political
Science, Hunter College, CUNY); John C. Campbell (Council of Foreign Rela-
tions); and Van Coufoudakis (Political Science Department, Indiana University
at Ft. Wayne.) Discussants were: Addle Pollis (Department of Political Science,
New School for Social Research) and M. Evriviades (Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy). The Chairperson was Ted Couloumbis (School of Internat-
ional Service, American University).

Professor M.A. Ramady spoke on the "Role of Turkey in Greek-Turkish
Cypriot Communal Relations." His paper examined the relationship of the
Greek and the Turkish ethnic communities of Cyprus and how these relation-
ships have been influenced by an external party, namely mainland Turkey.
Turkey's interests in Cyprus were looked at from the legal/historical viewpoint
and from the strategic aspect. The communal relationships in the fields of
economic, political and social relations were analyzed. Mr. Ramady concluded
that there does exist a common core of Cypriot culture and economic inter-
ests which, given time, could have united the two communities on a firm and
equal basis. However, Turkey's role in trying to influence Cypriot affairs by
using the Turkish Cypriots has destroyed the above cooperative basis. By
analyzing the position of the two communities one year after the 1974 events
and the de-facto;partition of Cyprus, Mr. Ramady concluded that the main
outcome of this interference has served Turkey's long term strategic interests
as against helping the Turkish Cypriots. But there are hopeful signs in that in
the long run Cypriot elements from within the two communities could well
unite again.

Professor Xydis' paper was the most controversial of all those presented
at this meeting and carried the title "Cyprus: Another Hatay?" Professor
Xydis stated that in its Cyprus policy, Turkey, resorting mainly to geopolitical
arguments, is adapting to contemporary international political conditions the
strategy and tactics it followed between 1936-1939 in taking over the sanjak
of Alexandretta — the Hatay -- from Syria, when Syria was still under French
mandate. Following an analysis of the Turkish annexation of the Hatay, Pro-
fessor Xydis explained that a survey of Turkish goals and policies toward
Cyprus, both during the pre- and post-independence period, strongly suggests
that unless countervailing forces come into play, Cyprus will become another
Hatay. In such a case the United States will play directly or indirectly a role
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similar to that played by France in the Hatay case, while the United Nations
will inevitably follow the footsteps of the League in the Hatay affair.

In Professor Xydis' analysis Turkish expansionism appears under two
guises: The first involved a romantic nostalgia for the past glories of the multi-
national Ottoman Empire and is imbued with neo-Islamic fimdamentalism, if
not pan-Turanian delusions of grandeur about the future of Turkey in world
affairs. Under its other guise this expansionism assumes a secular character. It
is expressed in terms of geopolitics, and includes Cyprus, the Aegean contin-
ental shelf and the Aegean airspace. Professor Xydis concludes by pointing
out that whether expressed in terms of geopolitics or resurgent Ottoman neo-
imperialism, these Turkish policies and deliberate actions constitute a betrayal
of Kemal Ataturk's original ideal of a compact and homogeneous Turkish
nation-state cultivating friendly relations with its neighbors and especially
Greece. Finally, such policies and actions are seen as a threat not only to the
continued independence and territorial integrity of Cyprus, but also to the
peace and stability of the Eastern Mediterranean.

This was the last public appearance at a major national meeting of Pro-
fessor Stephen G. Xydis. On December 14, 1975, Professor Xydis died suddenly
of a heart attack. Those of us who have known Professor Xydis feel the loss
of a friend and of a stimulating mind that has contributed much to the study
of Greek and Cypriot politics.

Mr. John C. Campbell spoke on the topic of "The United States and the
Cyprus Question, 1974-1975." The speaker introduced his topic by pointing
at the problem of writing contemporary history and the difficulty of gathering
relevant materials. Professor Campbell went on to outline the purpose and
reasoning of American policy towards the Cyprus Question; discussed the
conditions in the Eastern Mediterranean region that limited U.S. policy in this
dispute; made some remarks on what the U.S. government did and did not do
in the Cyprus case over the last year and a half, and examined the position in
which the U.S. finds itself today in the Cyprus case,

Mr. Campbell stressed the fact that Cyprus was not essential to U.S. or
NATO military planning. Thus the primary U.S. concern over Cyprus was
essentially a preventive one, i.e. keeping the Cyprus problem from under-
mining U.S. relations with Greece and Turkey. Moreover, the U.S. over the
years attempted to (1) urge solutions and negotiations to resolve the Cyprus
problem and (2) to restrain the parties from the use of force, as the Cyprus
dispute periodically reached crisis proportions. The absence of a settlement in
the Cyprus dispute was compounded by the inability of the U.S. to improve
its relations with Turkey and Greece. Thus, by 1974, as a new crisis appeared
imminent on the island, American influence over the disputants had declined
considerably..

The speaker pointed out that although there is no proof of U.S. com-
plicity in the coup against 1Makarios it is evident that the U.S. did not act
effectively to prevent it. The invasion that followed the coup against Makarios
was inevitable. Thus American diplomacy in this phase of the dispute, barring
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military intervention, was an exercise in futility. The Turkish invasion of
Cyprus and the Congressional arms embargo of Tuikey -destroyed U.S. relations
with Greece and Turkey and diminished even further American influence in
bringing about a settlement of the dispute. Mr. Campbell concluded by point-
ing out that it is beyond the capacity of the U.S. to unilaterally assume the
role of the mediator and guarantor of settlements in the Eastern Mediterranean.
The U.S. and its European allies ought to help Greece and Turkey to come to
a total reassessment of their relations which include other outstanding issues
than Cyprus. As for the Cyprus problem itself, the bizonal federation idea
appear§ possible but such a solution, in the long run, may bring the formal
partition of Cyprus between Greece and Turkey and thus an end to the indep-
endence and sovereignty of Cyprus.

The topic of Professor Coufoudakis' paper was the "Dynamics of Polit-
ical Partition and Division in Multiethnic and Multireligious Societies - - The
Cyprus Case." The paper Stiessed the increased interest shown by political
scientists in the problem of political partition and division. While political
partition has been applied with increased fequency as a solution to the prob-
lems of multiethnic and multireligious societies, political division has usually
been applied to problems of post-war political reconstruction. Yet there is no
real consensus as to the difinitions of these two processess.

Following a theoretical introduction on the process of defining political
partition and division, the speaker adopted the definitions of political partition
and division arrived at by the International Studies Association's "Internet
on Divided Nations." This definitional framework is particularly important in
that it shows the linkage of the two processes, i.e., while political partition
can occur without political division and vice versa, if. one Occurs there is high
probability that the other will occur as well. Also, these difmitions recognize
the importance of external powers in the implementation of political division
and partition. As a result, a basic assumption of the paper was that primarily
under the influence of external powers (mainly Britain), the process of political
partition was introduced in Cypriot political life. Moreover, with the bre
down of the First Cypriot Republic and the involvement of external powers
such as Turkey, Greece, and the United States in the dispute, the roots of
political division have been introduced in Cyprus.

At first, Professor Coufoudakis showed how the Ottoman conquest of
Cyprus altered Cypriot society by introducing a different ethnic, cultural,
linguistic and religious element. Under the Millet system of Ottoman admin-
istration the Church of Cyprus became the unchallenged spokesman of the
Greek Cypriot community in political, social, educational, and religious affairs,
and thus by the 19th Century the leader of the Greek Cypriot nationalist
movement. Despite this development, during the Ottoman occupation of
Cyprus, a lot of horizontal ties developed between the two Cypriot commun-
ities. These developments were shortlived though, as the British administration
of Cyprus vertically seperated the two communities; exacerbated communal
differences; created national elites in each of the communities whose task
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became the protection and promotion of communal interests; gave rise to
separate political allegiances, and thus eventually to demands by each of the
communities for the control of their communal fate and for eventual political
autonomy. Originally, British policy in Cyprus was unintentional but as the
Greek Cypriot nationalist movement increased in strength British policy
attempted to exacerbate communal differences so as to hold on to Cyprus.

As the struggle for union with Greece progressed in the 1950s the British,
supported also by the U.S., brought forth politically expedient solutions based
on partition schemes in order to satisfy Turkish desires and blunt the pressures
of the Greek Cypriots and Greece. Eventually in the compromise made in
Zurich and London, communal separatismand the position of external powers
were institutionalized in the Cypriot constitution. Following the collapse of
the First Cypriot Republic, the process of partition continued withthe riseof
separate administrative, social, economic, and military structures among the
two communities and the evolving separation in their political allegiances.
Moreover, the involvement of external powers in the problem contributed to
this process by providing for secret Greek, Turkish and U.S. negotiations that
would have ended Cypriot sovereignty and independence and divided the
island between Greece and Turkey. Up to the summer of 1974 Makarios had
been able to resist these schemes, but the 1974 Turkish invasion of Cyprus
created the defacto division of the island.

Mr. Coufoudakis concluded by pointing out that (a) the Cyprus situation
now provides the opportunity for the imposition of the externally inspired
political division of Cyprus. The politically expedient imposition of such a
scheme is bound to further destabilize the situation in Cyprus and the Eastern
Mediterranean as a whole. The record of political divisions and partitions
speaks for itself. (b) The proposed bizonat federation_ideas are unworkable
and will lead to the eventual division of Cyprus. The proposed bizonal federa-
tion idea had been rejected earlier by both Lord Radcliffe (1956) and the
U.N. mediator Galo Plaza (1965). Thus the pressing need is to look beyond
political expediency and learn from the lessons of history that political parti-
tions, instead of resolving political problems, contribute to increased tensions
and instability in the international system.

The panel was well attended and the papers were quite stimulating.
Unfortunately, there was not much discussion on the substance of the papers
on the part of the audience. The audience included several members of the
Turkish Studies Association who dominated the discussion with loud com-
plaints about the absence of a Turkish speaker on the panel, and who saw the
panel as a "coup in public relations by the Greek Lobby." The chairman,
both at the opening of the panel and before the discussion began, recognizing
the presence of TSA members in the audience specifically invited their contri-
bution for either the floor or the podium. With the exception of the comments
made by Professor T. Bahcheli (a Turkish Cypriot scholar teaching in Canada)
no constructive comments were made on the substance of the papers. Mr.
Coufoudakis, who had organized the panel, provided a detailed and docu-
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mented account as to who had been contacted to present papers and why
other scholars had been unable to participate in the panel (including a well
known student of Turkish foreign policy who is currently embroiled in the
fiscal problems of the State of New York.)

The distinct contribution of this panel was that it contributed new
dimensions to the discussion of the Cyprus problem and continued the dialogue
over one of the most complex and pressing problems of international politics
in the post World War II period.

Van Coufoudakis

ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORTHCOMING CONFERENCE
XVII ANNUAL MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

ASSOCIATION
Royal York Hotel, Toronto, Canada
February 25-29, 1976

Two panels of special interest to the readers of the Journal of Hellenic
Diaspora

A] International Organizations and the Greek Dictatorship, 1967-1974.
Includes papers on the E.E.C., the Council of Europe, the World Bank,
the United Nations and their responses to the military takeover of
Greece.

B] A Redefinition of National Interest: Ethnic Consciousness and U.S.
Foreign Policy. The panel will include a paper on the so-called
"Greek-Lobby."

The program also includes several panels of interest to students of
international politics and problems of the Third World. For program
details on the above mentioned panels, contact:

[panel A]
Van Coufoudakis
Indiana University at Ft. Wayne
Political Science Department
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 46805

[panel B]
Theodore Couloumbis

School of International Service
American University

Washington, D.C.

For general program details
Professor Edward Azar

Department of Political Science
University of North Carolina

Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514



CYPRUS: DEVELOPMENT AND PERSPECTIVE *

On Friday, November 21, Dr. Vassos Lyssarides, the leader of the
Cypriot party EDEK, gave a speech in Greek at the American University of
Washington. Lyssarides was in the U.N. as a member of the Cypriot delegation
presenting the Cyprus case to the General Assembly. The meeting was organ-
ized by the Union of Progressive Greeks of America (EPEA) and the Greek
Student Association of the University of Maryland.

Representatives of the Greek Students of Maryland and of EPEA gave a
short introduction. They referred to the various "solutions" which have been
proposed for the Cyprus case, even tnough only one solution can take place.
They also mentioned the parallel struggles of the Greek and Cypriot people
for freedom, independence and development.

In this article we present the substance of the speech and the answers
Mr. Lyssarides gave at the discussion that followed.

The problem of Cyprus began from reasons not related to the nationality
of the people living on the island. Specifically, the U.S. and NATO were in
need of advanced bases in order to help Israel in its aggressive politics against
the Arab countries. Their intent was to control the oil of the Middle East.
Thus the junta was installed in Greece in 1967. Their attempts to pressure
Makarios in to accepting concessions failed. Finally the junta coup took place
in July. The plotting circles had the objective of assassinating Makarios and
progressive leaders and to transfer the power to a junta under the absolute
control of the imperialists. During the treacherous coup d'etat of July 1974
about five hundred democrats were murdered, but Makarios escaped. Thus
the puppet-government of Sampson could not survive. Clerides assumed power
since he was president in Parliament. The invasion of Cyprus by Turkey was
part of the plan. With the invasion and occupation of about half of Cyprus,
that is to say with the dismemberment of the island, two "banana republics"
would be created, leading to a total Natoization of the island. The aims of the
imperialists remain the same today, even though the situation is not exactly
the same. The fact that the Sampson government did not allow the Cypriot
patriots to fight the invaders shows the extent of the plan. They even dis-
mantled machine gun stations at the northern shores where the invasion was
going to take place.

The present situation of the refugees is very hard, but their spirits
remain high. They are determined to fight, irrespective of the price, until the
final victory. The economic condition of Cyprus is difficult but not hopeless.
The sterling is stable but the reserves have been used up; therefore economic
support is needed. The industry soon will reach the same level as before the
invasion. Agriculture is recovering at a slower pace, yet in about six months

* This program review was translated from the Greek by Ms. Corinna Papa-
chrysanthou-Wiehen, JHD Contributing Editor.
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it will have reached about 70 to 80% of pre-invasion production. Tourism has
suffered greatly. Greece has provided assistance in an amount of 14 mil.
sterling. The Soviet Union has offered a very considerable amount in econ-
omic assistance. A bilateral agreement with USSR was made in an amount of
14 mil. sterling for fertilizers. The standard of living has fallen greatly. It is
characteristic that Lyssarides, as a doctor, saw for the first time in his life mal-
nutrition among children. The refugees have become proletarian. Even though
quite a few of them were well-off before the invasion, they have lost every-
thing now. Here we have to bear in mind that emigration is not allowed to
anyone except workers employed in Arabic countries.

The situation of the Turkish Cypriots is in fact desperate. They have
also been uprooted. The Turkish army is also an occupational army for them.
While most of them were peasants they are now forced to work in jobs they
know nothing about. The result of this is that the economic situation in the
Turkish-held region is deplorable. At the same time the Turkish Cypriots do
not know whether they are going to stay permanently in their new homes.
The Turkish chauvinists bring Turks, chiefly from Anatolia which is the most
backward region of Turkey, and settle them on the stolen properties and
houses of Greeks. This presents the major danger now because the Turks are
trying to impose a demographic change. The Turkish-Cypriots' situation proves
how deceptive the Turkish excuses for the invasion are. The progressive Greeks
and Turks know that their common enemy is imperialism, that they have to
unite against it. Recently, Denktash executed eight Greek patriots of EDEK (the
Cypriot Socialist Party) because they wrote signs urging cooperation between
the two nationalities.

The progressive powers in Cyprus agree on the Cyprus solution. The
solution will follow the application of the following triple strategy:
1. The internationalization of the Cyprus problem, namely the attempt to find

a solution in the international organizations, particularly the U.N., far from
the dark circles of NATO and "allied" Europe.

2. Utilizing the international factor. The support of the Socialist countries
has to be developed, and especially that of the Soviet Union, the independ-
ent countries and the Arab countries. All these countries want a just sol-
ution to the Cyprus problem: The Socialist countries because a Natoized
Cyprus would be a basis for attack against them. The progressive Arab
countries have the same reason: All countries who suppoit the- Gkpriot
people know how dangerous it will be if an aggressive country can freely
attack and destroy an independent small country.

3. Popular struggle and vigilance. International support is significant, but alone
it will not solve the Cyprus problem. The Cypriot people need to fight
united. They need to arm themselves defensively (guerrilla warfare innthe
occupied area is impossible without the people; it would also give the Turks
the excuse to occupy more land). Defensive armament is important because
if "each house is a fortress" the Turks will not be able to attack again. The
Turks don't want to have more common borders with Greeks, which shows
that their ulterior intention is the total seizure of the island. This is why
the Cypriots have to be ready.

Makarios's government agrees with the above triple strategy, but it
doesn't always move as fast as the progressive parties AKEL (the Cypriot
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Communist Party) and EDEK want. Junta remnants still exist (Sampson is free
and even publishes a ... newspaper): the purge and punishment of the traitors
has not taken place. At this moment the junta remnants are not dangerous
because there is no junta in Greece, yet they have to be punished as an
example. EDEK and AKEL have proposed to replace all higher officials who
collaborated or participated in the coup, but they were defeated (14 to 12)
in a congressional committee. Only one party, that of Cleridis, does not agree
that there should be national unity. Clerides's position, under the best of
circumstances, can be characterized as passive agreement.

The support of the Greek people and of their progressive parties is
very important to the Cypriot people. The Greek people will not forget the
the Cyprus problem nor will they allow any Greek government to accept
occupation of additional land. Now the Greek government concurs with the
Cypriots on the Cypriot problem, but the progressive Cypriots stay vigilant;
they don't forget the role Greek governments have played in the past, espec-
ially the junta, in the strangulation of Cyprus. The only guarantee for a gen-
uine support by the Greek government is the mobilization of the Greek people
for the Cyprus problem.

The problem of Cyprus is not a problem of nationalities; it is a problem
of outside intervention. The new attempt by Kissinger to "Kissingerize" the
Cyprus problem, imposing "solutions" behind the back of the Cypriot people,
causes concern. The Cypriot government and the progressive parties have in-
formed him that it would not be advisable for him to visit Cyprus.

The Cyprus victory in the U.N. was remarkable. One hundred and seven-
teen countries voted for the proposal of the non-aligned nations, one voted
against (Turkey) and nine abstained (U.S., Iran, Morocco, Israel, Saudi Arabia,
Indonesia, etc.). The resolution demands the withdrawal of all foreign armies
from Cyprus, condemns the demographic changes, and asks for progress in the
communal talks as well as for the return of the refugees to their homes.

The struggle of the Cypriot people is for national liberation. At the
same time, the liberation makes social change necessary. The economic oli-
garchy of Cyprus, through the conservative powers, presses for temporary
solutions in order to safeguard their capital. Capital flight has taken place, and
this causes loss to the economy of Cyprus.

The final objectives should be the following: The right for each citizen
to go to his home without restrictions and to be able to choose where he will
live; no more than one economy can exist; all refugees must return to their
home; a substantial central government should exist and not the kind• Denktash
wants; finally, there should be a balanced guarantee that would also include
the USSR as long as the US acts as a guarantor. The fact that there is agree-
ment between the progressive and democratic parties, particularly between
AKEL and EDEK, constitutes a hopeful point for the final justification of the
Cypriot struggle. The progressive powers in Cyprus support the request for
the withdrawal of Greece from NATO. The vague position that Greece is
holding on this subject does not help Cyprus, for it restricts the degree of
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support by the Socialist countries. The Cypriot people are determined to
fight and to win. Unshaken in their support, the Greek people stand by.

The evening closed with one moment of silence in memory of the
Polytechnic and Cyprus dead.

How different really was the speech of Lyssarides from the usualmational
patriotic speeches with which various fathers of the Greek community here
try to lull it to sleep. It was short and explicit, which showed that the speaker
is a real fighter. He asked the Greeks of America not to restrict themselves to
to "lobbying" in Congress but to make the truth about Cyprus widely known
to the progressive Americans.

M.K.

SUPPORT THE CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS

DEDICATED to the Creative use of law as a positive force for social
change

FOUNDED in 1966 with a present staff of about 50
lawyer-volunteers—including William Kunstler

PAST CASES: Wounded Knee, Attica, the Chicago Conspiracy Trial, the
Berrigans, Cambodia Invasion, Wiretapping, etc.

CURRENT CASE: Defense of a Black couple who bought a house in a
white neighborhood in Rosedale, N.Y. The Ku Klux Klan of New
England, ROAR ["Restore Our American Rights"), masquerading as a
spokesman for the "white ethnics," undertook a campaign of terror
against the Spencer family, forcing Tony Spencer to arm himself.
During a demonstration against the Spencers by ROAR, the local
police overlooked the Racists Organized Against Rights, arrested Tony
Spencer, and charged him with "possession of a weapon."

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO:
CCR

853 Broadway (14th Floor)
New York, N.Y. 10003



A TALK ON GREEK-AMERICANS

DURING THE DICTATORSHIP

As part of its program on Greek problems, the Hellenic Student Society
of the University of Michigan sponsored a talk by Dan Georgakas on Nov-
ember 7, 1975. The talk was attended mainly by students from the Ann Ar-
bor area and some Detroiters. Mr. Georgakas spoke on "Greece, Chile, Pal-
estine, and the Response of the U.S. People." Although he concentrated on
Greece, he also developed and compared the Chilean and Palestinian cases in
order to elucidate his main points. The speaker touched upon some interesting
aspects of Greek-American action during the dictatorship.

The case of Greece was developed as follows: The truth is, and one
cannot avoid it, that the Greeks in America did very little during the seven-year
dictatorship to make their causes well-known, to exert positive pressure on
U.S. officials, or to produce any visible results. The basic reason is the com-
plete lack of organization. There existed no strong progressive organization,
in the pre-1967 days, that could lead the way; and thereafter, a form -of apathy
prevailed. Of course, the traditional groups, such as Ahepa, immediately sided
with the junta. After the coup, several efforts were made, but lack of past
experience made working together very hard. For example, intimidations by
police were thought to be more serious than they actually were. Therefore,
completely legal action was avoided due to these threats. Affiliation with
other progressive organizations was also not sought because - of the fear that
the struggle might be called a leftist one.

During the Cyprus crisis, Greeks were not as effective as they could have
been. The American people never favored the Greek side strongly. One of
course, must consider the general apathy of the U.S. public toward world pro-
blems. However, the image that Greeks have in the U.S. is generally a favor-
able one, but they failed to promote it and gain support for their cause.

The case of Chile is more tragic. To start with, there are very few Chileans
in the U.S., and they can hardly be said to have a voice. They, like the Greeks,
were caught unprepared by the Chilean coup. The administration easily man-
ipulated the public's opinion. As an example, I might add Ford's attitude
regarding U.S. intervention in Chile. During a 1974 press conference, the
President said that the U.S. subversion of the democratic Chilean government
was to our interests and to the interests of the Chilean people. This, of course,
is a total lie since the majority of the Chilean people had freely elected their
government.

In contrast to both the Greek and the Chilean cases, the Zionists have
been better organized and prepared, and at times of crises (such as the recent
Arab-Israeli Wars), Americans overwhelmingly supported them. Until recently,
the Arab cause was not known to the American public, and therefore, the
Israeli policy was more effective.

In concluding, the speaker stressed that the lesson we can learn at this
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point is to be prepared if anything -- heaven forbid -- happens in the future.
There is now some hope since several progressive organizations and media
(JHD being among them) have come into existence in the U.S., and they will
be able to carry out a sound program if necessary.

Several basic issues were raised by the audience and the speaker during
the discussion period, which centered on the problems and solutions in the
Arab-Israeli and Greek cases. Among the issues raised were the following: If
one wants to influence the public's opinion, he should analyze in depth what
is the administration's real incentive in favoring one side as opposed to the
other. This is something which can be exposed to the American public and
can be applied equally well to the support of the junta and of Israel. A second
point raised is why was the Arab cause heard so late and why is American
public opinion in this case slowly changing. Some members of the audience
suggested that this is due mainly to their oil, while others said that it was due
to their more effective policy in comparison to the past.

Direct ways of action that the Greeks in the U.S. need to take now and
in the future were also discussed. The question of what should our future
policy on Cyprus be naturally came up. Should the Greeks stand 100% behind
the Caramanlis government or not? It was recognized that the Greeks differ
widely on this point. The discussion then drifted toward the solution for the
Cyprus crisis; but this being another whole topic in itself, the program came
to an end.

Panos Argyrakis

BENEFIT EVENT ON THE WEST COAST
A GREEK EVENING IN SOLIDARITY WITH CYPRUS AND CHILE

Featuring Speeches, Music, Films, A Slide Show, etc.
8:30 PM, Thursday, February 26, 1976

AT LA PEA
3105 Shattuck Ave.
Berkeley, California

Phone: 849-2568

[Donation $1.50 for Cyprus Refugees]

Sponsors

THE SOCIETY OF GREEK ARTS
THE UNITED GREEK STUDENTS AT SFSU

THE GREEK STUDENTS ASSN AT UC—BERKELEY
THE WEST COAST ACTION COMMITTEE FOR CYPRUS



NORMAN WEINSTEIN: LET US BE GREEK

(Dorrance and Company, Philadelphia, 1975)

Norrnan Weinstein is not Greek as the title might lead us to believe; not
in the ethnic sense, anyway. But though his ethnic background is diversely
different from that of the Greeks, he has captured and lived through, with
love and compassion, the Greek Passion, continuity and anger.

Mr. Weinstein was teaching in Greece when the infamous Junta took
over in April, 1967 and is perhaps best equipped to relate to us, objectively
through his poetry, what the Greeks have been trying to tell us in the past
eight years.

A sensitive man, whose love for ancient Greece did not blind him to
what modem Greece is after a history of abuse and adventure, Mr. Weinstein's
now painful, now lyric poetry takes us step by step thru various stages of
Greek life, glory and despair.

Let Us Be Greek isn't a book to be taken lightly, or read for pleasure,
unless you are a thorough Greek taking pleasure in enumerating the few bloody
glorious pages of your past and the misery they brought for the honor of being
called a Greek. But you can be international enough to see the hope, the
determination, the ever-present Greek spirit that overrides all obstacles nd
stand up clean and phosphorescent like a candle in the darkness:

" . My love begins with Greece,
But it is part of a triangle that expands
Until its base includes the world. . ."

Mr. Weinstein, being an American, felt the brunt of isolation, the con
tempt of the Greeks for the terrible responsibility of the writer's country for
their misfortunes. He saw the beautiful, pulsating people turn to stone over-
night, hide their fists in their pockets, hatred behind indifferent eyelids.
Others saw it as apathy; the poet's sensitive antennae picked up the chord of
resistance that vibrated all through the seven and a half years of humiliation,
torture and despair, to reach a climax in a glorious, bloody November 16, 1973
Polytechnic uprising:

" . Throughout the Polytechnic,
Above the noise of traffic,
Above the silence,
Their winged voice, released from its cocoon
Vibrates in the air:

For a while we made you free,
Greek boys, Greek Girls,
Remember us 	

In the tradition of the best Greek poets, Mr. Weinstein uses his poetry
as a weapon; for what else is a poet if not a forerunner of history? Whoever
tells us that we should not use poetry for politics is an irresponsible pseudo-
elitist. From the time of Homer to Hugo and Byron, to Mark Tw 'ri,
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Mayakofski, Neruda or Ritsos, a poet has shown that life is struggle and it is
politics; and if the poet is to be "tarred and feathered" for seeing injustice or
dreams beyond the scope of others and herald them, he will.

... My poems and Yiannis' special work
Are born from the pain and the hope of Greeks
Seeking dignity and a Grecian dawn . ."

Though many men of letters in the U.S.A. stood by the Greek people
during their agony of the dictatorship, there were not enough and Mr. Weinstein
seems to be trying to make up for this lack of interest, now as an American
protesting the injustice done to a noble people in his name, now as a Greek
bitingly sarcastic, fighting:

" . . . And weren't your natural talents used by your American friends?
Weren't you that golden cord between the CIA and KYP?
Or was the KYP the medium where you grew like microbes
Into the disease with which you struck your country
You then claimed to cure?
We remember you, Papadopoulos 	 9)

Greece lived through seven and a half years of untold agony, the after-
math of our American policy, inherited from British imperialism, which had
its dirty hands deep into Greece's throat ever since the Greek Revolution of
1821. That is why I disagree with the poet when it comes to dealing out the
blame equating the Western imperialists with the Soviet Union. The Soviet
Union did not create the CIA, the KYP, the Junta, nor did it give it any aid.
The U.S.A. imperialists did; they are totally responsible for the misfortunes
that befell the land and we all know it now and we know why. The Soviet
Union denounced the Junta and gave comfort to the enslaved Greeks; the
hydroelectric works was an agreement with the Papandreou government and
it gave the workers pride and bread instead of the despair of unemployment
and the road to foreign markets. It is one story when we give bread, and
another when we give arms for subjugation, national shame and slavery.

The Greeks know; they are a people of long suffering that has made
them unique; a people of hope and future. Their sky, their seas, their souls
are immortal.

Mr. Weinstein encloses all the Greek spirit in his most lovely "LOVE
SONG"

" . . .We are dangerous Eleni, you and I in our love,
Hard in our tenderness, subtle in our childishness,
Universal as the scented wind of this Spring evening,
Being human and in love, we know what we want.
We are strong and beautiful and we will not be denied.
Eleni, come with me. . . ."

Eleni Paidoussi
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GREEKS GO EVERYWHERE *

We Greeks who leave go everywhere.
The rich and powerful consider this most correct:
"Excellent, let them go if they cannot make it here.
We can use the money they send back.
Look how we travel without complaining.
The more of them that leave the more room there is
For tourists and the beautiful people.
Sentiment is quite irrelevant,
And we can always bring from Africa
Appreciative blacks who'll work for almost nothing.
When there are jobs elsewhere it would be unpatriotic,
Immoral for them to stay.
Dissenters should be sent away.
Why should we fill our jails and feed them?"

Some of us go to dark and ugly towns or bright modern towns
Where hungry factories give money for our souls.
We go to busy cities to vend ice cream, flowers, and souvlaki,
Or to take some job that no one else will take,
Or to live embarrassed off the charity of friends,
Or to exercise Greek cunning to keep ourselves together.
Meanwhile, in these richer lands, so much more deserving than our

own,
We talk, we argue, we laugh, we sorrow, we learn, we endure,
Many of us struggle for Greece as best we can,
We often dream.

We were hungry, so we left;
We were hunted, so we left

*Reprinted from the book, Let Us Be Greek (Poems and Notes on a People's
Struggle) by Norman Weinstein (Dorrance & Co., 1617 J.F.K. Blvd., Phila.,
PA. 19103) with the permission of the author. A limited number of copies
have been made available to the Society for sale, and JHD will get a percent-
age from these sales. If you would like to buy a copy of the book, send a
check or money order for $5.16 (including 2U postage) to the Hellenic Amer-
ican Society, Box 22334, Indianapolis, Indiana 46222.
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We fled impossible laws and jailers;
We fled pain and humiliation.
You'll see us everywhere;
But always the Greek you see,
Unless destroyed by despair or too much success,
Dreams of Greece and not for a moment
Believes he will not return:
Whatever the current talk's about,
It's the heartbeat of our lives.
To think that military morons can say,
"We prefer your coins to you, so go," or
"We claim your lives, your land, your freedom,
We claim your identity and we say you're less than Greek,
So go."
As if Greeks were born for foreign factories
And words and acts could make a Greek not Greek.

I left by airplane,
Which lifted so quickly into the clouds
Greece was gone before I could know
Whether or not it was Mount Hymettos we had leaped.
It was a shock—just like that, Greece was gone,
Like a wink of light, like a single scream,
Greece was gone,
Like a wound too sudden for immediate pain.
I had prepared myself for the moment,
But I was unprepared and so Greece, which was gone,
Remained heavy in my heart.

For some reason I sought rivers,
Maybe because they flow as they do to the seas
That flow to Greece.
There was first the Hudson, broad and beautiful,
Moving swiftly past the wealth, the dirt, the violence
Of electric, dynamic New York,
Where, despite the many Greeks and even others
Who almost understood,
I could not find a place there truly designed
For human senses and desires.

59



THE COFFEEHOUSE

CONTEMPORARY
Published in
Wire Press.

$5.00
$6.00 for Lib
and Instituti
Outside U.S.

TO KAOENEIO

GREEK ARTS AND LETTERS.	 _
fall and spring by the
Send subscriptions to:

THE COFFEEHOUSE
box 14217rariesl

San Francisco

 $3.00 1
ons

	CA 94114

t

I then journeyed to England and the Thames,
A disappointing river deprived of beauty,
But for a while friendly and knowing people comforted me.
I liked the London parks although their birds, clip-winged,
Made me sad.
I wondered if the sun had been given to Greece
In belated exchange for the Elgin Marbles.;
I could not stand the grayness, the dullness.
Now I wander the banks of the Seine in the most beautiful of cities.
Here also I have friends,
And even the gray skies cannot destroy Parisian loveliness
And the sun's occasional shining sends my spirit soaring.
Yet there remains the deep emptiness
Which French symmetry and chic cannot fill.

I shall be leaving Paris soon.
Perhaps I shall get to know the Tiber,
Which brings me closer yet to Greece.
There the sky will be sunnier
And there I may linger awhile.
Afterwards I do not know.
There are many rivers in the world,
But whether they brim mightily
Or flow proudly past greatness or beauty or history,
None is the drying and disappearing Illisos,
None flows through Greece which remains so heavy in my heart.

Strange that we Greeks who go everywhere
Never travel very far.
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