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NOTE TO PROSPECTIVE AUTHORS
Beginning with Volume II, No. 3, 1975, the subtitle of the Journal was changed
to "Critical Thopghts on Greek and World Issues," in order to make the Journal title
correspond more, closely to the actual content. The Journal will maintain its focus
on progressive developments in Greece and in the Greek diaspora, but it will also
include selected critical articles on other world issues. I would like to suggest six
categories of content for prospective contributors to the Journal. The prospective
contributor does not have to restrict him(her)self to any of the specific topics but
may work on a relevant topic of his (her) choice.
The Journal invites articles on current Greek affairs, e.g., the new constitution;
the local and general elections; abolition of the monarchy; the Polytechnic, the coup,
and the torture trials; dejuntazation in various areas of life; recent party develop ments; the Cyprus crisis; the discovery of oil in the Aegean; Balkan relations; the
UNO and Cyprus; repatriation and rehabilitation of Greeks from Eastern Europe;
the status of the NATO alliance and the U.S. bases; third-world solidarity demonstrations; and the student, worker, and women's movements.
The second category includes experiences under the Greek dictatorship,e.g.,
the student, the worker, and the women's movement; torture and economic scandals;
and the arts, the press, literature, poetry, and the theatre during the dictatorship.
There is a need to expose the oppression during the dictatorship in order to more
effectively combat it elsewhere. We hope the people in Greece will take this opportunity to tell the Americans and the rest of the world about their experiences.
The third category relates to recent historical events in Greece, e.g., continuities in resistance and repression in the last 30 years; the history of the vigilante
groups in Greece; the 1952 and the 1974 constitutions; pre- and post-junta party
developments; the worker, student, and women's movements in the last three
decades, etc. These historical comparisons would give us a more objective assessment
of progress in the home country.
The fourth category of content focuses on the more general and perennial issues
facing Greece, e.g., socialism in Greece; the progress of the demotic language; technology in Greek society; the economic, political and social impact of tourism; the
social impact of the mass media; the Greek Church and fascism; humanism through
the ages; the modern and ancient counterculture; the Greeks in Turkish lands;
minority groups in Greece, etc.
The fifth category focuses on critical developments in the Greek diaspora, e.g.,
ideological basis of immigration; socioeconomic status ofOreeks in other countries;
the socialist movement among Greeks abroad; Greek - American investments in
Greece; the politics of Greek descendants; Greeks in the minority and liberation
movements of other countries; the anti-junta movement in the diaspora; the diaspora
churches during the dictatorship; demonstrations for Cyprus in other countries;
bicentennial activities of Greek-American organizations, etc. As far as the U.S. is
concerned, a critical focus on many of the above areas would be very fitting in view
of the coming bicentennial and would serve as an important antidote to the reactionary exploitation of this country's political birthday.
-
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The last category of articles could focus on current world issues, e.g„ dictatorships and tortures in other countries; minority and liberation movements in other
countries; big power intervention in small countries; the women's, workers' and students' movements in other countries; poverty and affluende hi the world; the building
of a world government; power blocs in the world; and the armaments race, the
energy crisis, population, and pollution, etc. A critical concern with world issues is
necessary to prevent ethnocentrism, and we thus strongly encourage relevant articles
in this area.
The prospective contributor could focus on any of the above content areas and
could handle them through a variety of media: analysis, research, narrative, documents, interviews, poetry, book reviews, editorials, and political cartoons, etc.
Although the Journal will give more weight to original and analytical works, other
modes of presentation will not be excluded. The Journal started as a resistance medium and utilized all the modes of expression; we would like to retain some of this
wholism characteristic of revolutionary periods. Moreover, the revolution continues
in other forms and places throughout the world. Lastly, we would like to overcome
the alienation due to excessive specialization and compartmentalization, which
characterizes many contemporary journals, by providing a greater balance between
the "scientific" and the "humanistic" disciplines.
All articles should be submitted according to the technical criteria specified
inside the front cover and should be written in English. In case the article is not
written in English, the author must make provision for translation and then submit
both the original and the translated version to the coordinating editor in his area.
Writers of Greek articles who cannot find a translator may submit their original
works to the coordinating editors. They in turn will pass them on to the consulting
editors; if the latter judge them acceptable for publication, the coordinating editors
will try to fmd a way to get the article translated.
Nikos Petropoulos

ABSTRACTS: Articles appearing in this Journal are abstracted and/or indexed in Historical Abstracts and America: History and Life: or in Sociological Abstracts; or in
Psychological Abstracts; or in the Modern Language Association Abstracts (includes
International Bibliography) in accordance with the relevance of content to the abstracting agency.
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TOWARD A CULTURAL REVOLUTION HERE AND THERE:
AN EDITORIAL
Some things are happening within Greece, among the Greek diaspora, and
within the U.S. which give one the impression of a cultural renaissance. Within
Greece, the arts and the theatre are experiencing a revival; there is more freedom of
the press; all kinds of publications are coming out; political parties of all persuasions
have the right to organize; and, in general, there is a greater acceptance of leftist
ideology. Theodorakis, himself, the great music composer, is abandoning his world
concert tour and is devoting himself to writing and to the "cultural revolution" in
Greece. Even pre-junta conservatives are becoming more open-minded as evidenced
not only in the Caramanlis' overtures toward socialist and Arab countries but also in
the greater acknowledgment of leftist viewpoints in the conservative press. As
Mr. Savvas notes in his article, many of the U.S. - and NATO-backed dictatorship's
torture victims were right-wingers. The amoral dialectic is partly responsible for the
leftward drift of the Greek people.
The parties on the left, however, have not been getting together to expedite
the dialectical drift toward the left. There were some coalitions during the November 1974 federal elections, but the coalitions fell apart after the elections. Theodorakis has recently been trying to form a new leftist coalition which includes the
United Democratic Left, the Communist Party of the interior and the dissidents
from Andreas Papandreou's socialist movement but which excludes Papandreou and
the Moscow-oriented Communist Party. The dissidents from Papandreou's socialist
party are planning to form their own party.
In a recent article, which we translated and republished in this issue,
Papandreou dissociates Marxism and Leninism and suggests that Marx gave as
much importance to the peasants as to the proletariat as vanguards in the revolution.
His article has already evoked a counter-attack from the Moscow-oriented party of
the exterior; and it could possibly escalate into- a sectarian war within the left,
leading to differentiations among the many kinds of Marx's and Lenin's. On the
other hand, in a country where nearly 50% of the labor force is still agrarian,
the article could induce a unity within the left. It seems that both the Greek peasants and the Greek workers have been exploited, and both are needed to bring about
radical changes in the Greek society.
Emigration, perhaps, is the best indicator of peasant exploitation. Until the
1960s most of the emigrants were from the countryside, but after the 1960s a large
percentage of them had a working-class background. As Mr. Kornaros' review of
Greek Emigration and Economic Development and my article on the Chicago Cultural Center suggest, there is a growing consciousness among Greek immigrants in
other countries as to the capitalistic causes of Greece's emigration problem. Although
this kind of consciousness will not in itself generate a mass repatriation, it could tell
the Opposition in Greece that they should get together, wrest power from the stooges
of the "foreign factor," develop industry and the countryside, and thereby make
emigration unnecessary. The present economic crisis in the West, which has already
put a lid on further emigration, would no doubt facilitate the process.
3

Mr. Cavarnos rightfully acknowledges the American "foreign factor" and its
support of repressive regimes in third-world countries, but somehow he lays the
blame on the misguided idealism of the American leadership and its failure to stand
up- to the military bureaucrats. The structural and economic causes of American
imperialism are underplayed. The multi-national corporations do not want to give
up their sources of raw materials, proteeted markets, and cheap labor supply. As a
consequence they use repressive regimes and CIA agents to infiltrate, suppress, and
sabotage socialist liberation movements in third-world countries. The recent revelations to the U.S. Senate Committee on Intelligence, regarding the assassination plots
against third-world leaders, give further credence to the structural interpretation.
Moreover, America's counter-revnlutionary efforts are especially important to its
multinational corporations at a time when other economic alliances are threatening
them.
Cavarnos makes the point that the U.S. has practiced more democracy at home
than it has tolerated in other countries. Although this may be partly correct, we
cannot overlook the fact that several of our groups, such as the Native Americans,
the Blacks, the Puerto Ricans, the Chicanos, the women, and the so called "whiteethnics," have not enjoyed full and equal participation in the American democratic
republic. This is aptly demonstrated by the various movements of the 1960s and the
1970s which tried to rectify the injustices. It is also demonstrated by the concerted
efforts of the Establishment to suppress these domestic movements. I am referring
to the Watergate break-in against a progressive candidate, the Huston Plan against
the radical student movement, the FBI's counter-intelligence program against the
Socialist Workers' Party, the aszeksination plot against Jack Anderson's life, etc. The
Establishment wanted to suppress these movements because they challenged the
dominance of the multi-national corporations both at home and abroad.
There seems to be a movement afoot to dissociate the actions of our domestic
and foreign intelligence from the command of the Executive Branch during the past
three administrations. I wonder how credible this movement can be when Phillip
Agee, an ex-CIA agent, tells us that all action undertaken by the CIA has the endorsement of the President. But even if the CIA represents a parallel form of government as some have maintained, we still must ask the question: whom does it represent? Is it autonomous? Does it represent the American people? Does it represent the
military bureaucrats? Or does it represent the multi-national corporations?
The solution to America's problem does not lie in the transference of power
from the "guardians" (the Pentagon) to the "philosopher-kings" (the Congress, the
Civilian Cabinet and the Executive Branch): this is one of Mr. Cavarnos' solutions.
although Mr. Sachs, in his reply, assures us that Plato's philosopher-kings are
selected in accordance with their merits and receive only subsistence wages, we know
that most of today's philosopher-kings — whether Democrats or Republicans — are
under the influence of multi-national corporations and receive more that just subsistence wages. As to their merits, the same corporate influence elevates them to
elective and appointive office and at the same time rejects many who could have
done a better job in guiding our foreign and domestic policy. Furthermore, as
Golden implies in his own comment, the merit-basis of power would be question4

able given the socioeconomic and environmental sources of "natural ability!' Recent
suggestions by other writers that we are moving toward a "meritocracy" and a
"technostructure," independent of social class, could neutralize class consciousness
and work to the advantage of the dying capitalist system.
It is likely that the liberalizing dialectical process operating in contemporary
Greece will also operate in the U.S. The recent exposures of corrupt and fascist
practices on the part of American conservatives and liberals tied to the corporate
system can have a direct impact over and above the actions of the left, although in
many ways the progressive movements of the 1960s helped in bringing about these
exposures. The Hart poll (commissioned by the Peoples' Bicentennial Commission)
results, which show a lot of disillusionment with the American corporations and a
willingness to have them owned and run by the employees, are quite revealing.
On the other hand, many other contemporary phenomena could retard an
emergent class consciousness in the American society. Some of these were co-existent
with the movements of the 1960s; they include the drug trips of some segments of
the counterculture, the oriental cults, the oriental martial arts, and the western
astrology cults. Others are more recent; they include, among other things, the new
fad of computer-match dating. According to a local account, about 25% of Indiana
University's students are partaking of this fad. A female participant reminds us that
the movement of the 1960s called for "Peace and Love;" with the ending of the
Vietnam War, we accomplished the "peace" and now we must work toward "love."
The campus entrepreneurs intend to promote this. fad on many other campuses
throughout the U.S. The recent declaration by 186 scientists against astrology and
its self-alienating consequences could be applied to many of these other "narcotizing" phenomena.
An imminent threat to the movement is the coming "bicentennial" celebration.
It can divert the masses into a narcissistic commemoration through commercialization and patronization of the minorities. It could work to prevent a realization that
the bicentennial represents America's political and not its chronological birthday
(The Indians discovered America and Columbus discovered the Indians). Furthermore, it could work to prevent the realization that many of the founders and builders
of this nation were racists in their personal lives; that much of our history has been
racist and sexist; that we have supported, and in many cases are still supporting,
counter-revolutions in the third-world countries; that we still have a long way to go
before full equality; that our intelligence agencies have not only subverted the rights
of third-world peoples but also our own civil rights; and that today's counterparts
of King George III are the multi-national corporations -- especially in the eyes of
third-world peoples.
There is no doubt a need for "black bicentennial" consciousness and action
to show the nightmarish side of our history and present reality. I cannot say that
this consciousness should be followed by sending telegrams and petitions to your
congressmen since most of them are interwoven in the military-industrial-complex.
We Greek Americans know how effective these methods are after the "top brass"
consolidated their forces and recently renewed military aid to Turkey. One can
recommend, however, the resort to more effective methods such as the support of
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political parties whose platform directly challenges the military-industrial-complex
in our country and which aim not only for political- but also for economic democracy. One can also recommend that the progressive parties stop tlieirmutual recriminations over the finer points of dogma and focus on the contempOrary realities in
each country. Ideological similarity among the progressive parties is far greater than
that of any one individual faction in relation to the established parties. It is hardly
likely that any one faction will bring about the new utopia by itself. The "Embassies
of Death" will be shut, the "horrors of fascism" will cease, and out "ghettoes will
become green" only with unity and organization.
Nikos Petropoulos

Young Socialist, October 1975-

GREECE: ONE YEAR AFTER THE JUNTA
It was over a year ago that the military dictatorship of Demetrios loannides
was abolished because of the successful coup in Cyprus which caused the Turkish
invasion of the island. At that time former Prime Minister Constantine Caramanlis
was called back from his self-exile in Paris to replace loannides and to form a civilian
government.
The new government instituted some new measures which effectively relaxed
the strictures imposed by the junta. And for the first time in 26 years the Greek
Communist Party (EKE) became a legal organization. A few months later elections
were held and Caramanlis' "New Democracy" Party won. A very conservative government was formed which included some people who had supported the junta.
Under pressure from the left, the junta leaders and those who had tortured
Greek patriots during the 7-year dictatorship were put in jail and brought to trial.
The three key leaders of the "April 21, 1967 revolution" were sentenced to death
by a civilian court. But even before the ink was dry on the judge's pen, Caramanlis,
afraid of military reaction, commuted the sentences to life imprismunent.This action
went against the will of the majority of the Greek people and was angrily received
in Greece.
The question is how far can Caramanlis go in deceiving the Greek people? The
same group that called him back to Greece in July 1974 is now asking him to place
the country back under the same type of "democratic" civilian rule as in the years
between 1956 and 1963. On the other hand, the Greek people are pushing him to
punish the right; in other words, these are the very same people who restored him
to power. One might view this as a great contradiction for the political leadership.
One might now ask if anything has changed in Greece, one year after the
ouster of fascism. It is true that there is a "cultural renaissance" going on: new
hooks are produced by the thousands, new songs are composed, the theater has
been reborn, and the arts in general are returning once again to the good old 'days
between 1963-1967. But some other things are casting a shadow on the freedom
that exists today in Greece. People pasting posters on walls for "Solidarity with the
Chilean People," or for "Cleaning the Greek House of Junta Elements" are frequently arrested. Police attack those who come down to the streets of Athens to
demonstrate for various reasons with the same brutality. The state media (radio and
television) are playing the game of the "New Democracy" government: they edit
and present the news to reflect their own bias, and the situation is not very different from the junta's media censorship.
In November 1973, during the students' uprising at the Athens Polytechnic
Institute, the cry was "Bread, Education, Freedom." It is ironical that today, 15
months after the junta, the students are still shouting the same slogan.
What will the final outcome be? Will Caramanlis give in to the demands of the
right, which is to get along with all the reactionary right-wing politicians, the fascists,
and the monarchists? Or will he make a slight turn to the left, which is what the
Greek people would want? These growing contradictions on the right are fertilizing
the left which comes out stronger and stronger.
- Dino Siotis
-
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MARX, LENIN AND THE
"DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT" *
by Andreas G. Papandreou
My talk in Kerkyra gave the opportunity to some members of the Pan-hellenic
Socialist Movement (PASOK) to raise some difficult and basic questions. The most
important question concerned my declaration that we are (non-dogmatic) Marxists,
but we are not Leninists and that the September 3rd proclamation cannot be reconciled with Leninism either on the theoretical level or on the level of political practice.
I consider it useful to give some explanations to our members, although the subject
is complex and cannot be exhausted in one article.
To start with, I must clarify two things. First, that Leninism constitutes a
specific interpretation of Marxism and at the same time a specific political practice
which is derived from that interpretation. Marxism as a system of historical analysis
does not coincide with Leninism, and it may even be problematic if Marxism encompasses Leninism. (Certainly, it cannot be doubted that there is overlapping of the
two, but that is about the only thing which can be stated with absolute certainty.)
Secondly, it is not my intention to question either Lenin's greatness as a theoretician
and as a revolutionary or the achievements of the Soviet Union. My intention is to
orient ourselves as clearly as possible in relation to the system of thought and
analysis called Leninism and to the practical politics of the parties that espouse it.
The most definitive work of Lenin for the strategy of the working class, as well
as the structure of the post-capitalist society, is his book, State and Revolution. In
this most inspiring work, Lenin attempts a specific interpretation of Marx which
would analytically lay the groundwork for the Communists' revolutionary course
in the process of taking power in Russia as well as in the building of the first phase
of postrevolutionary society.
Lenin faithfully summarizes the basic thesis of Marx concerning the state.
Although Marx did not write much either on the institution of the "state" or on the
structure of socialist society, he left us a sufficiently clear legacy. For Marx, the
state is first of all a bureaucratic-military mechanism of coercion. (The administrative
aspects of its operation do not constitute the "state.") Secondly, the state constitutes an expression of historically irreconcilable class contradictions. For Marx the
presence of a strong state constitutes by itself unquestionable proof of the existence
of strong and irreconcilable class contradictions. Thirdly, the state is an instrument
for political domination by the ruling class.
These positions have concrete logical consequences. First, there can be no
state which is "neutral" with respect to conflicting class interests (a contrary view
*

This article was published in Exormisis, September 26, 1975. The weekly Greek
paper appeared after the change of Government in Greece and has been giving
extensive coverage to Papandreou's socialist movement in Greece. The article was
translated from the Greek by Nikos Petropoulos with the assistance of Argyris
Fatouros.
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being more or less the position of the social democrats). This does not mean, of course,
that the state is "embodied" in the ruling class, or that it blindly executes its orders.
On the contrary, as the institution of the state is consolidated, the state tends, more
and more, to stand "above" the society and to become alienated from it while, of
course, it continues to express the longterm interests of the ruling class. Secondly,
the existence of the state (as a mechanism of coercion) cannot be conceived within
the framework of a classless society. To the degree that a post-capitalist society
moves toward the vision of a classless society, to that degree the state "withers away."
Thirdly, it is self-evident that if the proletariat follows historically the capitalist class
as a ruling class, then the state will be structured in such a fashion as to secure the
political domination by the proletariat. And this exactly is the profound meaning of
the "dictatorship of the proletariat."
The word "dictatorship" in this case does not refer to and it 'does not determine the political structure of the state. It has no relation to the meaning of "dictatorship" when distinguished from "democracy." It only specifies that the ruling
class is the proletariat and that the state is so structured as to assure political domination by the proletariat. To remove all doubt, we should add that according to this
analysis even the most "democratic" bourgeois democracy constitutes a form of
"dictatorship of the bourgeoisie."
This is the basic outline of Marx's thought, an outline which Lenin formulates
with great clarity. Up to here all is well. But Marx did not stop with these fundamental thoughts which are substanially incorporated in the Communist Manifesto.
The catalytic experience of the Paris Commune led to the further development of
Marx's thought. And Lenin, in his work, naturally comments on these ramifications.
There are two worthwhile points which should concern us.
Analyzing the experience of the Paris Commune, Marx, for the first time,
refers (in a letter to Kugelmann on Apri112, 1871) to the "revolution by the people"
and not to the revolution by the proletariat. Lenin interprets this crucial change of
expression as follows: "In Europe of 1871, the proletariat did not constitute the
majority of the population in any of the Continent's countries. The revolution `by
the people,' whose current would carry along the majority of the people, should
embrace both the proletariat and the peasants. These two classes are united because
the bureaucratic-military machinery of the state represses them, humiliates them,
and exploits them." It is worth noting that Lenin, while at this point refers to the
"people" as an alliance of workers and peasants, in the same text a little later he
returns to his well-known position on the vanguard role of the proletariat. The state
machinery, he tells us, must be subordinated to the "armed vanguard of all the
working people who are the object of exploitation, i.e. the proletariat." The alliance
between the peasants and the proletariat thus becomes tranformed into the proletariat's guardianship over its allies, which in the case of Russia meant the guardianship
of a small minority over the great mass of the people. But this precise thesis contained
the seed for the great conflict between the proletariat and the agrarian classes of the
Soviet Union which culminated in the Stalinist campaign for the subordination of
the agrarian class, and finally in the subordination of the proletariat itself to the
party bureaucracy. We should not forget that, in practice, it was not even the proletariat which took over power but the "vanguard of the vanguard," i.e. the party
10

machinery within the framework of the famous "democratic centralism." And thus
the foundations were laid for the emergence of a new ruling caste which, with the
passage of time, takes more and more the form of a ruling class..The party was agisted in this formation by the war which was unleashed by world capitalism against. the
Soviet experiment immediately after the Revolution. The proletariat was transferred
to the front in order to defend its conquests, and the power center passed over into
the hands of the party bureaucracy. Thus the "dictatorship by the people," the
regime which expressed the interests of the oppressed class (and strata), was transformed into a "dictatorship by the party" - a dictatorship in which economic domination coincides with political power.
Marx's reference to the "dictatorship of the proletariat," as we shall see, is
based on his analytical model according to which socialism will replace capitalism
when the latter will have reached its final phase, i.e. after the capitalistic mode of
production has exhausted all other forms. Certainly, under such conditions, the distinction between the peasant and the worker has no meaning. In historical practice,
the socialist transformation materialized not in the more advanced capitalist societies
but in the relatively underdeveloped ones, the countries found on the margins of
capitalism. In these countries, the capitalist mode of production was not able to
prevail in the agrarian sector where exploitation remained at a primitive level
(middlemen, trade conditions, lending terms, etc.). It is therefore an error for someone to justify, on the basis of Marx's phrase, the dictatorship of the proletariat, where
the proletariat is a minority of the working population.
For Marx, the Paris Commune opened new perspectives relative to the defermination of the post-revolutionary order of things. Engels, in his introduction to the
1891 new edition of the Civil War in France, writes: "Of late, the social democratic
philistine has once more been filled with wholesome terror at the words: 'dictatorship of the proletariat.' Well and good, gentlemen: do you want to know what this
dictatorship looks likes? Look at the Paris Commune. That was the dictatorship of
the proletariat." And Marx, impressed by the Paris Commune model, formulated
his vision - the vision which Engels characterized as the "dictatorship of the proletariat." Marx writes: "In a rough sketch of national organization which the Commune
had no time to develop, it states clearly that the commune was to be the political
form of even the smallest country hamlet, and that in rural districts the standing
army was to be replaced by a national militia, with an extremely short term of service .
The rural communes of every district were to administer their common affairs'by an
assembly of delegates in the central town, and these district assemblies were again to
send deputies to the national delegation in Paris, each delegate to be at any time
revocable and bound by the formal instructions of his constituents. The few but
important functions which still would remain for the central government were not
to be suppressed, as has been intentionally misstated, but were to be discharged by
communal, and therefore strictly responsible, agents. The unity of the nation was
not to be broken, but, on the contrary, to be organized by the communal constitution
This vision of Marx, which originated in the Paris Commune, gives the postrevolutionary society a structure characterized by regional decentralization, socialization, and self-management. The state which succeeds the centralized bourgeois
2/
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state is built on the foundation of regional (local) decentralization within the framework of a democracy of councils, i.e. democratic participation of the liberated
people in all decisions which concern them, without any distinction between executive and legislative powers.
It is especially strange that Lenin in his State and the Revolution after referring
to Marx's thought on the Commune, concludes that Marx is a "centralist," that he
is the theoretician of "democratic centralism" — a conclusion absolutely groundless
and unacceptable. And that contradiction still survives in the title of the Soviet Union
[Union of Soviet (councils) Socialist Republics] and in the incredibly centralized
"democratic centralism" which characterizes the structure of power in the Soviet
Union.
To a Marxist, the omnipotence of the state in the Soviet Union means that
the class contradictions must be especially intense. That is not strange since the
relations of production are in their essential features capitalistic. The worker remains,
after half a century, alienated from the means of production: there does not exist
even a trace of self-management in the Soviet Uniod. The worker sells, just like in a
capitalist economy, his dependent labor to the enterprise and belongs to labor associations whose principal task is to adopt the party line. The system, certainly, does
not have the dynamics of capitalism, characterized by the accumulation of capital
whose aim is the maximization of surplus which goes to the owners of capital. In
general, the accumulation of capital in the Soviet Union is determined by the Plan,a
Plan which is controlled by the Party and which serves aims shaped by the Party.
However, recent developments undermine even this difference between the Soviet
Union and the capitalist economies. For there is a tendency toward greater autonomy
in the governing boards of the companies withrespect to investments (accumulation
of capital) within the framework of an economy in which the market system, another feature of the operation of capitalist economies, extends more and more its
tentacles. At the same time, a culture develops which gives increasing emphasis to
technological development and the "consumer society." To imitate and surpass the
American culture becomes day by day the aim of the Soviet culture.
The Soviet Union's course is one of regression to capitalism, certainly a new
form of capitalism which some call state capitalism. It is not my intention to attribute this course to Lenin's thought and practice. I stress only that Lenin as a theoretician and as a political activist laid the foundations both for "democratic centralism"
and the "dictatorship of the party bureaucracy." And thus be constitutes an integral
part of a historical evolution which clearly does not justify Marx's vision.
For the Pan-hellenic Socialist Movement, both the concept of popular sovereignty and that of social liberation contradict directly and inexorably the omnipotence of party bureaucracy (or the omnipotence of whichever enlightened vanguard),
as well as the subordination of the working people to new masters whoever they
may be.
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SOLIDARITY WITH CHILEAN PEOPLE
Today, more than two years after the bloodiest coup in Latin
American history, the suffering of the Chilean people continues. The
fascist-controlled armed forces have killed over 20,000 people, according
to even the most conservative estimates (the U.S. State Department, as
reported in the newsletter Latin America). Thousands remain imprisoned, while arrests and tortures continue on a permanent basis, as reported
by numerous international commissions, including one from the Organization of American States. In addition, unemployment is now over 20%,
while employed workers, whose trade unions have been suppressed,
have lost more than 50% of their purchasing power since the coup. All
this is being done in the name of "free market" capitalism, in a country
where the failure of even a "modified" capitalism had already been
widely understood several years earlier.
In the face of incredible hardships, however, the Chilean resistance
continues. So broad now is its potential "popular base that even one of
the top members of the junta (General Leigh) has felt it necessary to
acknowledge, albeit in only a token way, the extreme "social cost" of
his regime's policies.
Chile's murderous rulers depend largely on foreign aid for their
survival, just as they had full U.S. support in their initial power-grab.
They themselves have thus defined the struggle from the outset as an
international one. As the Chilean people try to rid themselves of their
oppressors, we in other countries must see their struggle as our own.
STOP ALL AID TO THE CHILEAN JUNTA ! SOLIDARITY WITH
THE CHILEAN PEOPLE.
,
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•
ANNOUNCEMENT
Readers of this Journal will be especially interested to know that
the World Congress of Peace Forces has announced an International
Conference of Solidarity with the Chilean People to be held in Athens,
November 14-16, 1975. For further information, write to:
POB 223
00101 Helsinki 10
Finland

Anti,
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POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY
by John Cavarnos

The Background
During the last twenty-five or more years,our country has experienced a faltering foreign policy that has caused conflicts in many areas, has increased the national
debt to a dangerous level, has contributed to the ruin of the United States dollar,
has created more international enmities, has alienated friends of long standing, and
has WO adversely affected our economy at home.
What is wrong with our foreign policy? What should be done about it? These
are the crucial questions we need to answer if we are to devise a sound and constructive foreign policy.

Past Negative Policy
Inasmuch as South Vietnam and Cyprus are the stark and most obvious examples of the debasement of our foreign policy, I shall be obliged to refer to them
repeatedly in my exposition. At the conclusion of World War II, the United States
took the lead in the creation of the United Nations Organization. Our country had
played a decisive role in that war and enjoyed the respect of both powerful and small
states. Everywhere there was an air of idealism and a strong desire for peace at any
cost. Nations felt that their safety and integrity depended on cooperation and
mutual respect,
But before the forties were over, power politics began to surface. Great Britain
and France were rapidly losing hold of their colonial empires, and by 1949 mainland
China was under communist control. That is when we began to make the big mistakes and are continuing to make more to this very moment. We thought then that
it was necessary for us to assume a burden, the duty to police the world, and to
change as much of it as possible and to shape it according to our own way of thinking. This policy combined strange ingredients: the maintenance of the status quo,
the display of power, the idea of containment, some naiveté, and, in the beginning,
a small touch of idealism. Gradually this policy was altered and debased. We have
come to witness arrogance, the use of force, and a certain lack of human understanding in our dealing with other peoples. At the very moment when we should
have made peace endure we became victims of our own great power and wealth. We
enter the game of soulless and inhuman realpolitik, aiming to control the destiny of
our planet. We became suspicious and impatient with seine leaders abroad (e,g.,
Charles de Gaulle), who showed independent thinking or a desire to improve on the
status quo. We failed to recognize the new dynamic forces at work in our era and
did not care enough to identify to a reasonable degree our interests with those of
the developing world.
-
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In practical terms our foreign policy meant stringing diverse military installations around the globe, the control of strategic areas, island bases, and so forth. It
also meant the use of all sorts of means to influence governments, to support or
install reactionary regimes, and to interfere in other diverse ways with the internal
affairs of many countries, often to the disadvantage of the people concerned. Slowly
those who guided, the destiny of our country became somewhat callous with the
rights and welfare of the many peoples affected. We used "shortcuts" to achieve our
unsound ends. One of the many unfortunate "shortcuts" was the enthroning or the
supporting of repressive and reactionary dictatorships.
The scurrilous means we have been using abroad to further our aims were
slowly being put to use in this very country to stifle all opposition. But then a certain wave of cynicism began to spread over our land, accompanied with the anti-war
movement in the late 1960s, and this was confirmed by the Watergate outrage and
the conviction of persons in high positions. It is obvious to us now that governments
which mistreat and tamper with the welfare of other people inevitably undertake to
stifle just criticism at home.
In general, over the past two decades or so, our foreign policy aimed at the
control and containment of certain competing forces at work which were and still
are challenging the status quo. And although we have a democratic form of government,which by its very nature fosters freer thinking and diversity of opinion, through
unjustified fear we try to ignore a large segment of the world that disagrees with us.
Whether we care to or not, we need to face the facts and understand the world that
exists today. We must realize that we cannot and should not attempt to control too
much beyond our borders. Isolation is the other extreme and is out of the question.
We have no choice but to accept, both at home and abroad, competing political and
economic systems as both natural and even desirable and learn to live with them. It
would be suicidal to do otherwise. We need not commit the errors of the ancient
Romans who reduced the world they controlled to absolute uniformity, thereby
gravely undermining the rich, infinite cultural variety which is most essential to a
civilized community of nations.
We have now reached the most critical point of our misguided foreign policy.
This policy has lost its momentum and bogged down. The former honorable and
respected image has vanished. We are looked upon as a dangerous and unreliable
imperialistic state, devoid of all idealism, honesty and common sense.
We ourselves have all along enjoyed a democratic form of government, yet we
have not made a serious effort to impart this fruitful ideology to those areas where
our influence had been or is still strong, namely, South Vietnam, South Korea,
parts of Europe, and the Near East. A golden opportunity has been missed. At this
juncture it is too late to do anything of this sort, since we ourselves have lost confidence in the kind of decisions our government has made. We will have to wait a
while for another favorable occasion after we have recovered somewhat from the
current setbacks.
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The Lessons of Experience
In dealing with international affairs one normally keeps in mind certain basic
concepts as independence and sovereignty, justice and order, rights and interests, etc.
Often it becomes necessary to make these concepts valid through the exercise of
some form of force or action. It seems quite obvious from our behavior that we have
often ignored these concepts and principles and have acted unwisely and arbitrarily.
For example, we got involved in a disastrous adventure in Vietnam at a terrible cost
in lives and resources without a legitimate objective. If anything, we unwisely, perpetuated an unrepresentative and corrupt regime which merited only contempt.
Moreover, in politico-military terms the Vietnam war made no sense. What
were our vital interests in that area? Were they a matter of deterrence or balance of
power? Containment, perhaps, of communism, or the vested interests of a few? But
it has been demonstrated repeatedly that nationalism ultimately prevails over communism. The irony and at the same time the real tragedy of Vietnam is that all his
career,Ho Chi Minh, the late leader of North Vietnam, was dominated by the idea of
ethnocentrism. Had this person been allowed to unite all of Vietnam, he could have
become a friend of ours.
Let us now review very rapidly some of our more significant experiences during
the last twenty-five years to see what errors we need to avoid in the future in order
to sketch a positive course. From about 1950 on we began to give aid to the French
fighting the Vietnamese. Already on July 25, 1950, Ho Chi Minh made this observation: "The close solidarity between the peoples of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos
constitutes a force capable of defeating the French colonialists and the United States
interventionists. The United States imperialists failed in China, and they will fail in
Indochina." By 1954 the French capitulated. Now the latest events indicate that
Ho Chi Minh was quite correct. Our unwarranted intervention in Vietnamese affairs
has proved to be a colossal blunder. Both Vietnam and Cambodia have to be declared
"lost" now. The division of Korea for solely temporary occupation purposes at the
close of World War II ended up in the partitioning of that country (1953) following
a devastating war with an estimated two million people dead. We have guaranteed
the integrity of South Korea. Now South Korea, too, could collapse like South
Vietnam once our support is withdrawn. Partitions have proved time and again to be
useless, temporary expedients. Why, we even fought a bloody civil war of our own
just to prevent this very thing.
Then came the awkward behavior of the State Department during the conflict
between Pakistan and India over Bangladesh, which has unnecessarily caused considerable resentment among the Indians. We wrongly supported nondemocratic Pakistan, not India which has been a democracy and a friend of long standing. This was
a case of the lack of consistency in our foreign policy. The interference of our government in the internal affairs of Chile has not helped our image much either. Our
government's prolonged meddling in the affairs of Greece by championing the
colonels constitutes another unpleasant chapter of our foreign policy. At present
the most critical area is the Middle East, where matters have been allowed to reach
the level of a world crisis. It might have been possible to settle the conflict more
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easily in the 1960s. Certainly with the passing' of time the situation has become more
and more acute and complicated, and the positions of the opposing parties more
difficult to reconcile. In the meantime violence has multiplied suspicions and hatred.
The UNO has shown the proper direction, but our leaders have not exercised the
necessary firmness to get all parties at the negotiating table. Wrongly, Kissinger and
his staff expected results from a novel kind of negotiations called "shuttle diplomacy"
(i.e., secret, freewheeling).
In the very midst of the above critical standstill and the Watergate mess, another very uncomfortable situation has been created. Turkey has been for many
years now aiming at invading and partitioning Cyprus, notwithstanding that this
island had been declared a sovereign state in 1960. Two attempts were frustrated,
one in 1964 and another in 1967. President Johnson and the Secretary of State Dean
Rusk effectively prevented the Turkish planned attacks against Cyprus. In July of
1974 President Nixon was tottering and the Secretary of State Henry Kissinger failed
to take the necessary steps,such as giving Turkey a stem warning and dispatching
American warships between Cyprus and Turkey to prevent aggression. And when the
invasion started, no proper measures were taken to stop or limit it. No official condemnation has been issued against this flagrant violation of international law and
the unlawful use of American arms for aggressive action. To make things worse,
Kissinger has repeatedly attempted to thwart congressional efforts to stop military
aid to Turkey as the law requires in such cases.
Cyprus, by the very nature of the situation, is a compelling case in terms of
policy, law, morality, and international decency. When Britain and France attacked
and occupied the Suez Canal in 1956, President Eisenhower did not hesitate to advise these aggressors to give up their ill-conceived enterprise. Eisenhower rightly felt
that even our best friends had to abstain from using force to resolve issues. These
chastised allies are still friends. Neither Nixon nor Ford displayed such courage and
forthrightness. So far, Kissinger has not been able to explain satisfactorily his handling of the situation. This is not what one expects from the representative of a great
power. There is no question that such behavior has dealt a serious blow to American
prestige.
Perhaps in no other instance in our foreign policy during the period under consideration have those important principles governing international relations been so
flagrantly disregarded and in such a wholesale manner. Inasmuch as we have bases
and commitments in both Greece and Turkey, it was of imperative importance for us
to prevent a collision between these two neighbors and members of NATO. Kissinger's
imprudent course of action, or rather failure to act, regarding the fate of Cyprus is
for these reasons very difficult to understand. The essence of good diplomacy is to
prevent trouble, and, if anything does go wrong, to take appropriate action. Mr. Kissinger has failed here in both counts. Cyprus has become the symbol of the decline
and failure of American foreign policy in European affairs, and of ineffective and
bungling leadership in NATO. What state would care to share its national defense
plans with NATO and thus expose itself to a sudden attack by a rapacious neighbor
and member of such a clumsy organization? Whether we care to admit it or not,
NATO is a superannuated, dying organization. For many years now no serious effort
,
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has been made to revitalize it and make it responsive to the current needs of detente.
At any rate, Cyprus, a sovereign and independent state was invaded, many parts of
it devastated. The 18% Turkish minority took the richest 40% of the island that
commands 70% of the island's output. Do we call this justice? Decency? Morality?
NATO protection? What of historical rights?
Only recently Francois Crouzet, a scholar of great international reputation,
aided by a multinational team of research assistants, published in Brussels a two
volume work on Cyprus (The Conflict of Cyprus, 1946-1959). This is a scholarly,
impartial, and accurate work, commissioned by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. There is no question as to the motives or veracity of Professor
Crouzet. He declares outrightly and without any reservations that Cyprus is a Greek
island and rejects the unfounded and prejudiced statement some British writers have
made at various times to support their government in its refusal to grant the people
of Cyprus its independence.
When men with such authority and integrity as Professor Crouzet and his
multinational team and many other experts express themselves in this manner, and
when over 80% of the Cypriots and the overwhelming majority of the rest of the
world are in accord as to the legitimate rights of the ethnically Greek Cypriots on
Cyprus, the principle of justice becomes of paramount importance in the handling
of the current crisis on Cyprus. Our country has no choice but to take into account
this weighty principle. That will be the real test of our honesty and integrity. Individuals and nations are respected for their just words and just deeds. The philosopher
Plato made justice the cornerstone of his Republic. The Roman emperor Julian
declared that there is nothing so closely akin to wisdom as justice. If we fail to act
responsibly and justly with respect to the proper solution of the Cyprus conflict, we
might as well forfeit our leadership in NATO and give up our pretentions as champions of international order and peace.
The arguments often presented that we should favor one ally over another,
Greece over Turkey or Turkey over Greece, are quite erroneous. We need the friendship of both states. The Cyprus issue should be settled on its own merits, on the
basis of Justice. To say, for example, that Turkey possesses the strategic Straits and
is therefore more valuable to us is a false and dangerous assumption. Possession does
not necessarily mean control in a conflict. In 1911 Italian warships kept the Turkish
fleet shut in at the Straits and in Smyrna (Izmir), while Italian soldiers were invading
and occupying Turkish-held Libya. During the Balkan Wars the Greek navy repeated
the feat.
The sober President Harry S. Truman remarked: "If history has taught us anything, it is that aggression anywhere in the world is a threat to peace everywhere in
the world. While that aggression is supported by the cruel and selfish rulers of a
powerful nation who are bent on conquest, it becomes a clear and present danger to
the security and independence of every free nation." This statement can be easily
applied to the aggression of last year that has practically wrecked the Republic of
Cyprus. This aggressive activity, if not checked in time and the damage done repaired
soon, could lead to a full-scale collision between Greece and Turkey, which would
most likely involve a number of other countries. Imprudent policies lead to unnec19

essary wars. The first constructive step is to acknowledge the miscalculation of July,
1974, and make a serious effort to repair the damage right now, not wait for twentyfive years as we have done in recognizing our stupendous blunder in Vietnam.
Timely and courageous decisions, like that of Eisenhower in the Suez crisis, are
essential if we are to avert the worst and prevent our foreign policy from foundering.

'The Future Policy
Now let us turn to the positive side of our subject. What should we do from
this point on? Our attitude toward many things needs to be changed. The negative
and belligerent approach has to be put behind us, and far less use and display be
made of wealth and military power. Better and more lasting solutions come from a
sincere desire to really understand the issues at hand and to be guided by a strong
sense of justice and impartiality. But fundamental to the success of any reorientation
is the putting in order of our own home first.
Inasmuch as the Presidency has been severly weakened during the last few
years and the incumbent does not enjoy the mandate of an elected official, Congress
has a unique opportunity to help and guide the ship of state. The members of Congress have been chosen by the people, and their views should be considered as more
representative of the will of the people. President Ford has frequently and unwisely
criticized and challenged Congress. Nonetheless recent events in southeast Asia prove
that Congress appraised the situation there more accurately and realistically than
did the executive branch - Ford, Kissinger, Schlesinger.

The Pentagon
Another area of extreme concern is the Pentagon. A nation flushed with victory and possessing immense resources is often tempted to bold ventures. The ancient Romans, following the unification and strengthening of Italy, soon began to
cast greedy eyes across the seas. Conquests followed in rapid succession - Sicily,
Spain, Carthage, Macedonia, Greece, Asia Minor, Egypt, and so forth. Militarism
brutalized the people and swept it off its feet, creating an empire and Ceasarism and
bringing about the end of the Republic. In a word, Rome conquered the world but
lost her soul.
From 1953 on three Secretaries of State, John Foster Dulles, Dean Rusk, and
Henry Kissinger, kept advising the President and Congress to give the military everything they asked for, instead of urging a careful check and control of defense expenditures. Under Presidents Johnson and Nixon in particular hardly any brakes were
applied to the ever-growing demands of the military either by the Presidents themselves or by Congress. That was a serious error. In 'a healthy and well-functioning
state the defense forces ought to be under the complete control of civil authority,
otherwise disasters and economic chaos could result. Our blunder in Vietnam itself
is an example of this. Our military leaders mistook the political problem of that
country as a military one and failed badly. There is perhaps nothing worse than intervening or getting involved in a civil war. In his Republic Plato emphasized that the
guardians of the state ought to obey the philosopher-kings who alone determine all
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important policies of the state.
Under present circumstances it behooves Congress to apply the reins to check
reckless spending for arms and the unsound and one-sided thinking of the policymakers in the Pentagon. Unbridled militarism infects all society and undermines all
Its values. Congress, endeavoring to reverse the old trend, has lately been applying
itself diligently in examining carefully policies and in restricting defense appropriations and expenditures. This restraint and control should continue. To advoid misunderstanding between the President and Congress, it would be highly advisable and
desirable that the Chief Executive and a Congressional committee meet from time to
time and work jointly in developing and reviewing policies concerning foreign affairs
and national defense and other related matters.

Human Values
Along with our misguided foreign policy and our distorted conception of values,
there has been a notable neglect and lack of concern for human values and factors
in our thinking and behavior. There is more need now than ever before to restore our
understanding of and respect for people. It is not proper to demand other states to
grant us rights to establish naval and air bases on their soil and not be interested hi
the welfare of the inhabitants themselves. It was a sad and strange spectacle, for example, to see over two hundred thousand Greeks uprooted from their land and ancestral homes on Cyprus, while the United States Sixth Fleet was lying in anchor in
Greek ports and the U.S. air forces were based on Greek soil, doing nothing to prevent destruction on another part of the Greek world close-by.
The untold misery of hundreds of thousands of homeless Palestinians does not
seem to concern seriously enough many of our countrymen, even though we are
much involved in the Middle East. The debacle in Vietnam with the incalculable
losses in human lives and the untold sufferings of the people should weigh most
heavily on our conscience. No last minute kindnesses and hasty adoptions of orphans
could ever make up for the evil we have caused in that distant land. A bad foreign
policy results in a bad war, and a bad defeat causes utter human suffering for millions
of people. Instead of some of the empty entertainment we offer on the stage, screen,
and television, we ought to project the misery we cause abroad and reflect a little
the hapless victims of misfortune and destitution. As the ancient Greeks discovered,
the putting on the stage of human flaws and crimes in the form of tragedies could
act as a corrective force by reminding the audience of the unpredictable fortunes of
men and urging it to more humane and sane behavior. The progress of science and
the increasing sophistication of the tools of destruction leave no corner of our
planet immune to destructive attacks and even annihilation.
A moral rearmament has been long overdue. All wars corrupt, but unjust and
pointless wars corrupt absolutely. Bad wars, poor leadership, corruption, greed and
filthy lucre leave a big moral vacuum. This ethical gap is compounded and spread
abroad when the arrogant leaders of a state sacrifice their country's moral status for
what they call euphemistically the all-pervasive "hard coin of security." One cannot
practice democracy at home and imperialism abroad without compromising morality
to accommodate dubious diplomacy.
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The United Nations
At various times in history difficult issues were usually decided upon by
neutrals. It was and still is correctly believed that neutral, third parties, could render
more equitable decisions and thereby better satisfy all the parties in a dispute. This
procedure, called arbitration and conciliation, has time and again proved quite fruitful. In our time the UNO has often played a similar role. Only recently it passed
sound resolutions with respect to two important issues not yet resolved: that of
Israel and the Arabs and the invasion of Cyprus by the Turks. ft was chiefly our
own government, and in particular the Secretary of State who believed that these
matters could be handled better otherwise. In both cases, however, a stalemate has
resulted. Had we accepted more willingly the UNO resolutions and implemented
them, much progress could have been made. Secret diplomacy and manipulations
behind the scenes should yield to open and candid discussion. Serious international
crises can be better dealt with in cooperation with the UNO. World peace is a cooperative effort, not a police duty of the U.S.A. Despite its shortcomings, the UNO is
a most useful intergovernmental organization and reflects best the international
situation. Views are constantly and freely exchanged, and sound decisions are made
Therefore it is an excellent instrument for peace. Its peacekeeping forces in the
Middle East have helped'to stabilize the situation and to create the necessary conditions for political negotiations.
Why are we avoiding the good service of the UNO? It does not require much
searching to discover the cause for the stalemate mentioned above. The State Department prefers not to validate some of the sound and just resolutions of the UNO
cause it wishes its own solutions to prevail. Let us take the less complicated case and
analyze it. The UNO had decided that the Cyprus problem required calmness and restraint for a satisfactory solution and therefore passed a resolution recommending
that all foreign troops leave the island and that all displaced persons be allowed to
return to their homes. This was the most appropriate decision. However, this does
not suit the Executive Branch (State Department, Pentagon) which favors Turkey,
believing that this state is more important strategically than is Greece. Of course this
smacks of the same kind of fuzzy thinking our military and presidential advisers
have already given us concerning Vietnam. It is the same counterfeit "hard coin of
security" which our leaders have been using all along to lead us into senseless wars
that have contributed to the killing and uprooting of millions of people. On April 10,
1975, President Ford announced to the world: "Our U.S. military bases in Turkey
are as critical to our own security as they are to the defense of NATO." No such
thing was said about Greece.
Our government could have implemented the UNO resolution by virtue of our
leadership in NATO. However, the State Department has repeatedly and unrealistically asked Greece and Turkey to negotiate directly. The chasm between these two
is now too wide to be bridged through bilateral talks Both desperately need the aid
of a disinterested UNO to help them arrive at a modus vivendi. Moreover, we continued to supply illegally the aggressor with more arms, till Congress cut off military
aid on February 4 of 1975. It is obvious that as long as the aggressor has strong mili-

--

22

tary forces on the island and the other side none, no meaningful negotiations can be
carried on. This is simply common sense.
What 'does all this mean? It means that there is a serious disagreement between
the Executive Branch and Congress. The State Department and the Pentagon. wish to
promote power politics at the expense of Greece and the Greek Cypriots by giving
Turkey something she is not entitled, to. Congressivnthe other hand, does not seem
for the moment to have made up its mind definitively, although it appears to be
aiming at a more honorable settlement. Some members have committed themselves
unreservedly and unwaveringly from the outstart to a solution based on justice and
a close cooperation with the UNO.

Goodwill and Resilience
America's future depends much on the kind of policy we devise now. The
native goodwill, kindness, and generosity of our people are quite well known and
respected everywhere. We have the ability and the resilience to recover from the
recent setbacks and move on to a full recovery and more progress. The kind of plans
we make and the direction we shall take will determine the speed of our recovery
and our success or failure in the future. I feel certain as to the will, ability, resourcefulness, and firm determination of the American people to progress and continue to
play an important role in the world.

American Leadership
For success in any undertaking it is most essential to have good leadership. But
for the proper handling of the foreign policy of a nation there is need for men of exceptional ability, integrity, wisdom, and long practical experience. Unfortunately
men of this caliber are not now managing our international affairs. The ineptitude
seen in some of our highest officials has completely shattered our confidence in the
present administration. The assessment, for example, of our posture in Cambodia
and Vietnam during the last month or so by President Ford, Secretary of State
Kissinger, Secretary of Defense Schlesinger, and General Weyand has proved totally
false and unreliable. Moreover the last day and last hour of our supplying with arms
the Cambodian and South Vietnamese "nationalitt" governments for a last tlitch
and hopeless fighting is quite senseless. This is war, and it makes no sense whatsoever
to prolong the killing of people for no purpose. It is not a basketball or football contest where a few minutes or seconds of overtime could alter the outcome of the
game. In situations where a war becomes hopeless, the proper thing to do is to have
a third party or the UNO undertake to stop the bloodshed. Certainly not dump
ammunition and guns from the air!
If this kind of thinking and behavior among our top leaders continues even for
a few months, our country may face there terrifying and probably irreparable disasters. The attention of the whole world has been for some time now turning toward
the historical epicenter of western civilization - the Eastern Mediterranean and the
Middle East, where military preparations of unprecedented proportions are currently
taking place and where a world war could start suddenly. As it has been noted above,
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Henry Kissinger's handling of our affairs in that area so far presages an even greater
fiasco than in Southeat Asia. Perhaps we should start right now thinking about the
possible need of Congressional action on a national emergency bill to remedy the
serious situation that exists in the Executive Branch, the leadership of the country.
When a discredited ex-President thrusts upon the country a person of his own
choosing to become the Chief Executive, it cannot but bode ill for the nation. A
person coming to the leadership in this manner naturally cannot be as effective as
one chosen by the people and enjoying thus the confidence of the nation. Mr. Ford's
reaction to thehappenings since his appointment and especially during this April is
incredible, faltering, disturbing. Men are tested by misfortune and crisis. President
Ford has failed the test. He seems to lack the precious "know thyself."
As for Dr. Henry Kissinger, he assumed a big task and tried to handle it alone.
He did not succeed in finding and utilizing the services of capable assistants, so that
he himself could have the time to formulate a major policy to meet the needs of the
country. Instead, he spent considerable time in travel and conferences that yielded
very little. And although tie is known as a brilliant tactician and exponent of realpolitik, he has not succeeded much in a practical sense. His case reminds us of Lord
Salisbury's advice that "you never should trust in experts." The prime quality of a
statesman is to translate a disturbance or conflict into a viable and peaceful relationship and a military into a political solution. Kissinger has failed to do that in Vietnam. Instead, he allowed the war there to drag on unnecessarily and also failed to
notice that this conflict was causing havoc inside both the U.S. and South Vietnam
He was a top adviser to Nixon when Cambodia was thoughtlessly invaded. All information available about Cyprus tends to substantiate the assertion that he was quite
aware of the impending Turkish invasion. Thereafter he kept bungling on the matter
and resolved nothing. He has failed to answer many questions concerning this issue.
Hardly anything has been done by him to alter the abnormal political conditions in
South Korea, where there is a potential danger for military action. As stated above,
partition is a source of endless conflicts and almost always a prelude to a complete
takeover by an aggressor. In other words, Dr. Kissinger lacks both foresight and
hindsight. He is not qualified to be our Secretary of State. His mode of thinking and
outlook are not compatible with our national interests, the principles of the UNO,
the requirements of NATO, and the absolute needs of the world today.
,

Healthy Economy for Dynamic Policy
A good foreign policy requires not only a proper direction but also a good deal
of dynamism behind it, if it is to succeed fully. This means sound and healthy
economic resources to undergird this policy, and also a resurgence of boundless
national vitality and energy. All this can come about through the positive thinking
of a renewed and vibrant America. For a long time we have been fed with the negative and defeatist "domino theory" and other such nauseating and fatalistic constructs. Too long our leadership has been trying to knock out communism. To what
end and what purpose? What wrong, for example, has Tito's Yugoslavia done to us?
Tito is minding his own business and tending to the welfare of his people. Communism was for his bankrupt country in a hostile world the best alternative, but
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gradually Tito carefully steered the ship of state in a middle course, avoiding the
belligerent and destructive extremes of ultra-communism and fierce capitalism.
Obviously nationalism prevailed over international communism.
Ho Chi Minh, too, was using communism as a means to an end, to liberate his
country from colonialism and to unite it. We were too blind to notice it. Our historical perspective then, as later, has not served us well. From a potential friend we
forced him to become an implacable enemy. In an economic sense it is shocking that
we added close to two billion dollars to our national debt, practically wrecking our
economy, in a mad urge to destroy a possible good friend. That was stupid, negative
foreign policy. But Congress prevailed and so did sanity. It is time for Congress to
cure the terrible plague that has infected the Executive Branch: remove incompetency, stop waste, and bring some irascible hawks to their senses so that we can go
on with the important business at home.
The world is too big and diverse: we cannot control it alone. Experience has
proved it to be a fact. Competition in economic and political philosophies is also an
ever-present fact of life. Having tried unsuccessfully to eliminate competition, we
are now ready to look after the formidable problems at home which we neglected
during our long preoccupation with pointless wars. This is no place to discuss our
internal affairs, but it may be pointed out that the manner in which these would be
handled should have a profound bearing on our foreign policy. This is essentially the
work of Congress.
Conclusion

In brief, our foreign policy should be positive, bipartisan, coherent, consistent,
intelligently conceived by a capable and imaginative Chief Executive and his staff,
in consultation and cooperation with the Congress, be based on wisdom and prudence and sound economy, taking into account our best interests and being democratically supported and subjected to constructive criticism and scrutiny by a responsive and responsible people. Furthermore this foreign policy should reflect honesty
and sincerity, human understanding, the spirit of our era, and make good use of all
the available instruments of peace and order, chiefly the United Nations Organization, to promote international cooperation, morality, and human decency.
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SOCIAL ACTION IN THE U. S. GREEK DIASPORA: THE
GREEK CULTURAL CENTER OF CHICAGO
by Nikos Pebropoulos

Following the change of government in Greece in July 1974, many anti-junta
organizations and publications abroad ceased functioning for a variety of reasons.
Some felt that with the attainment of normalcy in Greece there was no longer any
need for continuation. Others terminated because the exile leadership, who returned
to Greece, felt that the struggle should now be carried on at home. However, there
were anti-junta organizations which persisted even after the change of government
and some organizations that re-appeared in the form of cultural and educational
societies. The causes for the persistence are many, but the following may be some of
the important ones: some felt the change in Greece was not genuine but orchestrated
from above by the U.S. and NATO; the dictatorship in Greece was followed by the
Cyprus crisis; the common struggle against imperialism must continue on other third
world fronts; the principal source of world imperialism was right here in the States;
and the large contingent of Greeks still abroad needed political education about
their plight. Many of the organizations, of course, persisted for a combination of
these reasons. The Greek Cultural Center (also known as the Cultural and Educational
Association) of Chicago is one organization which came into existence after the fall
of the junta. Many of its present members had been members of various anti-junta
organizations.
My decision to focus on the Cultural Center reflects the factors of proximity
and familiarity rather than a calculated attempt to discriminate against the many
other fine organizations throughout the U.S. and Canada. Although I have not had
a chance to attend the actual proceedings at the Center, I have been at the Center
numerous times, have attended several of their programs, and have talked to many
regular and committee members of the Association.
The Cultural and Educational Association of Chicago is about to commemon.
ate its first year of existence. In one year, it can count many accomplishments to its
record: it has acquired over 150 members, it has adopted a democratic constitution,
it has rented a hall, and it has had several worthwhile, intramural and extramural,
programs.
In order to provide a framework for the subsequent analysis and criticism,
I would like to begin with a brief description of the Association's historical rationale
and constitutional structure. The founders of the Association — a group of workers,
students, small entrepreneurs, scientists, and scholars — saw themselves as emigrants
who were forced to leave Greece because of the under-developed state of the Greek
economy. They blame domestic and foreign capital for this state of affairs at home.
Their general mission is to raise this socio-political consciousness among the Greeks
abroad. Their more specific aims include making immigrants more aware of their
class location both in Greece and the U.S.; providing the immigrants with authentic
recreation; preserving the Greek language and tradition, as they are expressed in the
longterm struggles of the Greeks for independence, progress, popular sovereignty,
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and social justice; and cooperating with other minorities of Chicago on a cultural,
political, and social level in the pursuit of common goals. To accomplish these goals,
the founders decided to be political but not partisan, i.e., they would not allow the
domestic politics in Greece to interfere with the U.S. - based organization which has
broader -goals. Finally, they maintain that the political nature of the organization
would become apparent from the manner of problem-presentation and from the
goals they attempt to implement.
The constitution follows with 18 articles. Articles 1-3 stress general human
values such as belief in human rights and democratic ideals, the supreme authority
of the "full membership" (Olomelia), and the equality of the members irrespective
of their sex, class or educational status.
Articles 4-11 outline the procedure for decision-making and the operation of
the committees. Meetings require a quorum of 2/3 the average attendance in the
preceding four meetings; only proposals which have a second are allowed for discussion; as in many U.S. communes, consensus is sought and voting is a last recourse;
meetings are led by a presiding officer selected by the executive committee; the
presiding officer can cut off debate but can be over-ruled by a simple majority of
those present; and the agenda for the next meeting is decided by one-half the membership in attendance.
The constitution allows for five working committees * (the executive, the cuitural, the public relations, the economic, and the secretariat), all of them elected by
and accountable to the Olomelia. To qualify for election to committees, one must
be a regular paid member, but an additional criterion for the executive committee is
that the member have served on other committees. Although all the committees
have autonomy, the executive committee has a little more autonomy than the others.
Besides the power to appoint the presiding officer, it has the duty to participate and
vote in other committee meetings; it can introduce items for the agenda (except
those pertaining to changes of the constitution) between meetings; it can appoint
ad-hoc committees when needed; and it can make emergency decisions between
meetings. The potential arbitrariness of the executive committee, however, is curbed
by defining its role as "coordinative" and by making it accountable to the Olomelia.
Articles 12-18 stress the rights and duties of the members and the inviolability
of certain articles. Persons are considered for membership upon the recommendation
of existent members; they are required to pay an initial fee of $5.00 and a monthly
fee of $2.00; they are guaranteed free and equal participation in the proceedings;
they must share equally in both the manual and the mental work of the Association;
and provocateurs can be expelled by a 2/3 vote of the Olomelia.
The inviolability of articles pertaining to the historical rationale of the organization; the basic human rights of members irrespective of age, sex, class, and education; and the priority of the Olomelia is stressed. Articles can be changed or added
by a 2/3 vote of those present. Finally, the preservation of the constitution and the
Since the constitution was adopted, two more committees were added to the organization;
a three member library committee and a seven member complaint committee.
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cohesion of the organization is left up to the responsible sentiments of the members.
At least on the ideal level, the constitutional structure reminds one of Athenian
democracy transplanted to the American midwest, with one big difference; the midwestern version makes an improvement in that it attempts to incorporate women
and young people in the decision-making process.
The Association's structure also contrasts greatly with one of the largest, contemporary Greek-American fraternal organization -- the American Hellenic Educational and Progressive Association (AHEPA) whose founding purpose was to combine
the best of the Greek and American heritages. The AHEPA family consists of several
sex, age, and status graded organizations. AHEPA is the adult male organization; the
Sons of Pericles is the young men's organization; the Maids of Athens is the young
women's organization; and the Daughters of Penelope is AHEPA's women's auxiliary,
As with all masonic organizations, the young men and young women have to go
through rites of passage and several years of subordination before they climb to the
top of Mount Olympus where the male gods reside. All the various organizations
have their respective supreme presidents, but the most supreme of them all is the
president of the Order of AHEPA. While the omnipresent age, sex, and status gradations in the conventional Greek-American organizations may vindicate the ethologist, Lionel Tiger, they do not advance the contemporary movement for human
rights. It is thus refreshing to witness the emergence of more equalitarian organization forms in the ethnie.subbominunity. But before we get carried away with priiiiitive prototypes, we must return to the Greek Cultural Center and assess the degree
of correspondence between theory and practice.
The Center is located at 4636 N. Western Avenue, in an antiquated building
two blocks south of the Lawrence-Western intersection. The area is multiracial
and multi-ethnic, containing Blacks, Latinos, Orientals and recent Greek immigrants.
A large contingent of recent Greek immigrants both work and live in the Lawrence
area. In some ways, the conditions of life for the recent immigrants in the Lawrence
area -- language problems, poverty background, ethnic diversity, and ghetto living -are the same as for those of their predecessors in the Halsted area which has now become predominantly a Greek business district. It is precisely because of this recapitulation that the Center has assumed some of the functions of yesterday's settlement
houses. But, as we shall see, the Center is more than an adjustive organization, and it
represents a broader state of consciousness among Greek immigrants.
Since there are no neon signs identifying the Cultural Center, one has to walk
by it before he can locate it. As one approaches it, he sees the name inscribed in red
letters on the glass windows, announcements of current and forthcoming activities,
and a display of objects, statues, and books. When the door is open, the whole of
the Cultural Center comes into full view as it consists of one large 30 X 60 feet
room. With the exception of the restroom and a small storage room in the back,
there are no other natural separations. Moving counterclockwise, there is an old desk
for the receptionist; a table for magazines and books on consignment; a bookstand
which houses the Greek collection and also accords some privacy to committee
meetings: a filing cabinet containing mostly old issues of "underground" publications
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and even some "straight" magazines; a section overcrowded with folding chairs; a
bookcase for the English collection; a small kitchenette on the far right corner;
a living room section containing used (in some cases spotted and torn) furniture donated by members or their friends; and bulletin boards for member responsibilities,
past activities, and future programs.
All the walls inside are decorated with posters. By a collective consensus, the
posters can be "political" but not "partisan." There are no posters for contemporary
party personalities in Greece or the U.S. There are also no posters for such historical
figures as Marx, Lenin, or Mao. On the other hand, posters that satirize fascism and
U.S. imperialism in the third world abound. There are posters of "Z" superimposed
on a partitioned Cyprus, posters connecting the Palestinian and Cyprus movements,
and a wanted-for-murder poster of Kissinger for the thousands of dead Cypriots, etc.
In addition, the walls are adorned by non-controversial cultural symbols, statues,
and scenic posters of Greece. At times, zealots try to sneak in their partisan posters,
but they withdraw them when reminded that they are against the constitution. The
group has learned from experience of the potential divisiveness of partisan symbols
and tries to screen them out. It is within this somewhat controlled, "countercultural"
setting that the Center conducts most of its "business" and holds most of its
programs.
The Center has held several multimedia intramural programs, such as lectures,
discussions, art exhibits, poetry and literature nights, and films borrowed from the
University of Chicago. The lectures and discussions focused on fascism in Iran, the
Kurdish movement, the Peoples' Republic of China, the Chilean coup, the Greek
church, tourism in Greece, science, the cinema, marxism and feminism. The art exhibit featured the copper art of a local Greek sculptor. The poetry and literature
nights were devoted to progressive and popular Greek artists such as Varnalis,
'rheodorakis, and Samarakis. Several films focusing on the arts, philosophy, and
social criticism have been shown at the Center; these include Greeks in Search of
Meaning, Stravinsky, Russian Ballet, The Bet, The Cure, There Is an Island (about
Cyprus), The Grapes of Wrath, Calcutta The Selling of the Pentagon, Waiting for
Godot, Citizen Cain, two films on Chile -- Capamien to and When the People Awake,
and several others. The movies are usually followed by discussion. For many of these
programs, especially discussions and literature nights, the group relies on its own
talents and resources. All the programs are open to the public. The average attendance at most of these programs is about 70 people.
Two of the Center's more perennial, intramural activities involve the promotion
of publications -- books and periodicals--on consignment and the building of a good
library collection. The Center has on consignment relevant publications from Greece
and the United States. One of the Greek publications is Anti, a high quality nonpartisan journal of the Greek left, which came into existence after the fall of the
junta. The Center also promotes the publication of progressive publishers in the U.S.
including those of the Hellenic American Society (the present Journal), the Wire
Press in San Francisco, and the Smyrna Press in New York. These publishers had
been putting out anti-junta materials during the dictatorship. The Journal, being in
English, has a restricted appeal within the Center, but some other Greek publications
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have had more impact. One of these is The Dilemma of the Immiipc.nt written in fine
demotic Greek and published by the Smyrna Press collective. This little booklet sees
the overthrow of the small capitalist class and their foreign patrons as the solution
to immigration and its attendant problems of powerlessness, dependency and alienation. A new book, the Neohellenic Renaissance in Boston, written byNikos Rozakos
and published by the Wire Press may also be of direct interest to the Center. The
book describes how a former persecutor of demotic Greek becomes an advocate of
it and how through the formation of a liberal academic circle in Boston he promotes
neohellenic literature. The book could fill some gaps in the literature of progressive
Greek American organizations in the U.S. One category of literature, liberation
poetry -- either concrete or abstract and either in Greek or English has not been
doing very well in sales. Whether this is the result of a more "pragmatic" orientation
of a more ideological membership or the relative obscurity of the poets themselves
is not certain. However, a more effective promotion of publications on consignment
to relevant audiences could help the sales. This would not only increase the Center's
income but would also broaden the movement.
As mentioned earlier, the Center's library consists of two bookcases, one for
the larger Greek collection and the other for the smaller English collection. Like the
furniture, the books have been donated by friends and members of the organization.
It is safe to say that the totallnunber of books does not exceed 500., The books are
catalogued and numbered separately for the two collections. Perusing through the
two catalogues one notes that the books are generally relevant to the ideology of the
Association„ although there are some that a Marxist would consider reactionary. One
notes the writings of such people as Ritsos, Theodorakis, Kordatos, Kazantzakis,
Papandreou, Hemingway, B.F. Skinner, M. Mercouri, Marx. Lenin, Freud, etc. There
is less control on books than there is on posters. The Greek books are checked out
more often than the English books, reflecting perhaps a greater facility with the
Greek language. Some of the more widely read books in the entire collection include
thope by Theodorakis, Kazantzakis, Kordatos, Ritsos, and Lenin. Within a relatively
short time, the Center has acquired a good set of books; but it wants to increase its
holdings and invites readers to donate relevant books to its library.
The Association forbids certain kinds of activities at the Center. null (Backgammon) is one of the taboo activities. The game is a very common past-time in the
coffee houses of Greece and Chicago. There are even coffee houses in the Lawrence
area in which admission is by membership and which devote themselves almost
entirely to Tavli. Chess, a more "intellectual" game, is played occassionally at the
Center, but is unofficially discouraged by some of the members. The idea is that
Taut( (or chess) can become as much =opium of the people as are certain brands of
religion, and it can interfere with the central task of raising consciousness among the
immigrants. This was brought home to me when I inadvertently referred to the Center as the "Club." I- received a non-response from one of the members who looked at
me as if he did not know what organization I had in mind.
As for extramural programs, the Association has cooperated with other minority and third world groups in Chicago rallies and demonstrations in support of the
Native Americans, the Oman independence movement and the Cyprus cause. Most
,
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of their street activity has concentrated on Cyprus. During a three-day vigil for
Cyprus, they collected $120.00 which they turned over to the Cyprus Relief Fund.
They organized several rallies and protest demonstrations during Ford's and Kissinger's appearance In Chicago. Attendance at these rallies has varied between 300 and
500. The slogans, speeches, and posters to be used are reviewed by a committee in
order to avoid factionalism and super-patriotism. They have laid the blame not only
on the opportunistic Turks but also on the Greek junta for giving the Turks the pretext to invade Cyprus and on the U.S. (NATO) for supporting the Greek junta. They
have usually supported the UN resolutions calling for an independent Cyprus, territorial integrity (no partition), withdrawal of Turkish troops, return of the refugees to
their homes and explusion of the CIA, U.S. and NATO from Greece.
The Association refused to participate in the Greek Independence Parade which
was held in Chicago during May of 1975. The parade was organized by the United
Hellenic Congress (an umbrella organization which came into existence after the
Cyprus crisis) and had "Justice for Cyprus" as its main theme. Over 100 floats, sponsored by local groups and Greek businessess, took part in the parade. Each group had
to pay $600.00 for participation. Economics was probably a factor in the Center's
boycott, but more importantly the Center wanted to determine the content of the
floats and they were against the use of company names on the floats. The members
of the Center knew that in past rallies organized by the United Hallenic Congress,
most of the hostility was directed against the "opium exporting, Barbarian Turks;"
there was little blame assigned to the Greek junta or to the U.S. role in the Greek
dictatorship which precipitated the coup against the neutralist Makarios. The members also knew that if it had not been for the invasion of Cyprus by an inveterate
enemy, most of the organizers of the parade would not have gotten excited — even
over the death of the "Castro" of the Mediterranean. Thus, the Center had some
good reasons for not participating formally in the parade. They did, however, pass
out protest leaflets at the parade, stood across the street from the platform of dignitaries (consisting of the local Greek-American elite, city officials, ex-congressmen,
Archbishop Iakovos, the Cyprus Ambassador to the U.S., and the junta's Consul in
Chicago), and shouted their anti-fascist and anti-imperialist slogans.
The Cultural Center has also sent several protest communications to the Caramanlis government. They sent him a telegram protesting his hurried commutation
of the dictators' death sentences. Another project which they did not initiate but
endorsed was a petition drive urging the Greek government to permit the unconditional repatriation of some 60,000 Greek refugees and their descendants in Eastern
Europe. The refugees had fled there after the defeat of the Communist forces by the
combined forces of Greek Nazi collaborators, Anglo-American imperialism, and a
Soviet arms boycott. In any case, the new Greek government has decided to consider
re-entry of the refugees on an individual basis. The petition stated that no conditions
should be attached, that repatration would constitute a humanitarian act, would help
the Greek economy, would contribute to national unity at a time of crisis, and would
be a necessary step in the restoration of normalcy. The thrust of the petition constitutes an integral part of a growing movement within Greece to rehabilitate the forgotten and persecuted heroes of the war against nazism. The petitions were circulated
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both in the U.S. and Canada, and about 650 signatures were collected. They were
then sent to the Caramanlis government, to all the opposition leaders, and to all the
major newspapers and periodicals. Some announcements of the diaspora's efforts
were made in the Greek press.
According to an analysis by the Cultural Center, the occupational distribution
of the signers is as follows: no occupation (34%), students (25%), workers (17.5%),
professionals (15%), managers and businessmen (5.5%), artists (2%), and housewives
(1%). A follow-up attempt by the writer to determine the "cause" of signing (and
non-signing) revealed that ideology was the crucial factor, with people on the left
signing without much hesitation. The petitioners noted a tendency for people connected with the Greek community and the Church not to sign. Some of the reasons
given for not signing are the following: fear of reprisal upon return to Greece, especially if the dictatorship comes back; the refugees were "communists and murderers;"
they could now return to Greece without any problem; and I am not a signer. In
general, the refusal rate was low, but this is because the petitioners approached potentially receptive audiences.
Not all of the Center's programs have been totally ideological and serious. The
group has gone on picnic tours to American Indian parks and has taken collective
outings to Greek clubs (especially to those clubs which have a history of anti-junta
music). They have 'alkd held a fund-raising dinner dance which drew about 300
people. I attended the event and for the first time in my diaspora existence I felt
completely at home. I was impressed by the democratic arrangements. There was no
elevated table for the speakers or the dignitaries, as one finds in most of the established Greek and American social events where one's social status is correlated with
his proximity to the center of the head table. The speakers and the performers were
interspersed within the audience and appeared only when called.. Many of them were
the same ones who had done the organizing and the menial preparations for the event.
A number of good programs lie ahead for the Cultural Center. Some of these
would add greater substance to their rationale. They include the possible invitation
of John Ritsos, a world-famous Greek resistance poet, to 'Chicago; the seeond annual
memorial for the students'who were killed by the junta during November 1973; and
several local grass roots activities. The latter includes a problem-survey of the Greek
working community, translation of American working laws into the Greek language,
expansion of legal counseling for Greek senior citizens, and the institution of bilingual programs -- especially the teaching of English to Greek manual workers in order
to prevent their exploitation. As in most of the contemporary urban collectives, the
Center plans to tap its own resources in order to implement these services.
The Cultural Center's past and planned programs correspond Closely to the
historical rationale and purpose of the Association as laid out in its charter. However,
a complete analysis would require a look into the inner workings of the .deeisionmaking process. As the saying goes, democracy, equality, and justice begin at home.
Let us therefore take a rough look at the composition of the two administration&
with respect to the representation of workers and women on the five committees:
the executive, the public relations, the cultural, the economic, and the secretariat.
Let us assume that the three most important committees (both in terms of the def33

inition of function and in terms of size of membership) are the executive, the cultural, and the public relations committee with the executive committee being the most
important of them all. All three are five member committees. According to a current
member of the executive committee, the occupational distribution for the membership is roughly as follows: 8% professional, 8% managers and businessmen, 30% manual workers, and 54% students. The same member said that, during the first administration there were workers on the public relations and the cultural (program) committee, but none on the other three committees. For the current administration,
there are workers on the public relations and cultural committees, but none on the
economic, secretarial, and executive committees. The executive committee member
reported that the percentage of women in the organization is about 35%. In the first
administration, there were women members on the public relations, the secretarial
and the cultural committees and one woman served as a substitute member on the
executive committee; there were no women on the economic committee. In the current administration, women members were elected on the public relations, secretarial, and cultural committees but none were elected on the economic and•executive
committees. However, there was one women candidate for the executive committee.
Thus, workers and women tend to be represented in the more important committees,
but underrepresented in the most important executive conunittee. Generally, the
executive committee has been filled with male students and with people in the professions and businessess. Although the results can be partly accounted for by the
male chauvinism and the controlled syndicalism in the Greek society, the organization and the members must make greater efforts to rectify the situation.
In regard to the political composition of the two administrations, the writer
has no specific data. The "cultural" nature of the association would lead one to
expect representation of all factions both as members and as committee persons.
Nonetheless, the organization is "political;" this means that it will likely continue to
be administered by a coalition of forces on the left end of the spectrum, and it will
promote progressive platforms. The organization is "non-partisan" in the sense that
it aims to avoid factionalism on the left. In general, all the factions on the left
(Center-Left, Socialist, and Communist) - have been represented in both the administrations. Many of the current members are "veterans" of the resistance movement
against the junta and have come from various party factions. At times, however,
there seems to be an underlying tension between the cultural (political) and the
partisan forces within the organization. Some party factions become dominant in
the committee structure, and other factions perceive this as a violation of the constitution. The Cultural Center should make an effort to maintain a "political" balance
in terms of composition of committees, and individuals of all progressive parties who
do the necessary work ought to be nominated for committee membership. On the
other hand, individual party factions could establish their own independent organizations, but they should also continue to work with the U.S. - based Cultural Center
which has broader goals than the various parties in the home country.
In concluding this analysis, I would like to make some general observations.
It is granted that the Cultural Center has certain physical limitations and certain
tensions between "cultural" and "partisan" purposes. However, we have to see these
limitations in a time perspective; the organization is relatively young. Many of these
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problems will be overcome and corrected with time. Nonetheless, we must commend
them for the democratic organization they have developed and the fine programs
they have held in such a short time.
The Cultural Center, and other organizations like it throughout the U.S. and
Canada, should be supported and strengthened. They represent a long-awaited challenge to the established Greek-American organizations who have uncritically swallowed the American Dream ideology about immigration. The new cultural organizations see immigration more as a solution to the problem of capitalism in the two
countries than as a solution to the disadvantaged groups (and minorities) in the
respective countries. Secondly, their willingness to Work with other subordinated
racial and ethnic groups in the U.S. dispels the stereotype many people have of "white
ethnics" as reactionary racists. This is especially crucial when some "white ethnic"
groups, encouraged by the Administration's vacillation, are trying to return this
country to the post-reconstruction era of 1876.

CONFERENCE FOR A RELEVANT SOCIAL SCIENCE
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TORTURE IN GREECE: THE SHOCK OF RECOGNITION
by Minas Savvas
Torture, the distilled essence of the junta's way to power, has been the subject
of interest in Athens for the past four months. * The victims range from young
communist students to royalists and fanatic anti-communists. In fact, for the first
time in over 30 years, many right-wingers here are learning, firsthand, what the left
has been suffering in concentration camps and police stations. To recite the methods
of torture, as revealed in the Court-Martial in Athens, is as painful as listening about
them.. Besides, to list them in full would take volumes. Perhaps a few examples
would suffice:
Men were hung by the hands for hours.
- Clubs were broken on the backs of prisoners.
- Several were forced to drink their own urine.
- Some students and two Navy officers were ordered to clean the floor
of their cells with their tongues.
- Men were left without food and water for days.
- Ailing prisoners were beaten mercilessly, as mercilessly as prisoners who
still had their health.
- Many prisoners were forced to walk on their knees before a photograph
of George Papadopoulos and were then ordered to pray to it.
- Sexual indignities upon women as well as men were both commonplace
and outrageous.
- Many prisoners were forced to stand within a circle for days.
The torturers believed that they were glorious instruments of power, determined to crush all opponents whom they considered enemies of Greece. It was
a common feeling among them that they would be in power for decades to come.
The trainees in ESA (the Greek Military Police), furthermore, were reared on threats
and violence; many of them were beaten and tortured as severly as they were trained
to beat and torture [more than two dozen ex-ESA men testified to this fact during
the recent trial.]
But the reactions of the political prisoners to the suffering have been as impressive as the sufferings themselves have been horrifying. A lawyer, who wrote a
letter to a German radio station, claimed to have a bad heart and hoped, as he said,
that "at least they would respect my health, if not my age [he was 64] ." Yet, he
added "they respected neither." Finally, he told the Judges: "I forgive them all. Let
them live with their consciences, if they have them." AlexandrorPanagoulis., who
endured more than most, testified that he cursed his torturers even while they were
torturing him. Often, he said, they could not believe that he would be so defiant;
but it was, he said, the only way for him to strike back and to be able to endure.
Several witnesses, Admiral Engolfopoulos and Colonel A. Minis among them,
wanted to get back at the torturers in court. They turned to face them and, with
disgust, called them "beasts," "cannibals," "scum" and "barbarians." One student
-

* The author attended nearly all the sessions of the military trial on the tortures in
Athens. The pertinent references herein are taken from his notes and may be substantiated by the reports of the trial in the Greek press.
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turned to one of his torturers and asked "Why did you do it? How could you do it?
Are you not ashamed even now?" Others yet had tried while in jail, to befriend at
least one of the torturers (for some water, some food, or a kind word) and often
succeeded. Indeed, as the trial has revealed, many of the young men who were
ordered to torture would allow themselves a little humanity and some compassion
for their victims. It is not accidental, therefore, that of the 32 accused men in court,
six of them (all simple soldiers or non-commissioned officers) announced that they
feel remorse and will confess everything.
Conversely, several young military policemen, it is learned, caused suffering
"beyond the call of duty." It was not uncommon for a young sergeant or private to
enter a cell on his own, without having been ordered, determined to whip a man or
rape a woman.

Thourios, August 1975

Once again, during the junta years, the macabre correlation of sex and violence
became very evident. [Obliquely, it is relevant to note here that the 45 year old
arch-torturer Hatzizissis is now married to the 22 year old beautiful daughter of one
of his victims, the painter George Kontis] . Men especially students, were forced to
simulate the sex act in the nude while music blared and torturers watched sadistically.
At times, prisoners were shown photographs of naked women and were told that
similar photographs of their wives would soon be shown to them. Obscenities and
sexual suggestions, furthermore, were extremely common among torturers who
represented the "Greece of Christian Greeks."
It was pointed out repeatedly during the trial that Ioannides often attended
the tortures and was proud of the "work" of his men. In times less Christian and
less "democratic", it should be remembered, Ioannides Was one of the officers in
charge of the concentration camp on the island of Makronisos. It was here that many
a leftist abandoned his limbs,his sanity and even his life. Royalists, German collaborators and even more respectable rightists were, then, the perpetrators of the
suffering. Now the pandemic suffering instigated by the Papadopoulos - Ioarmides
clique has shown that ideology is counterfeit when espoused by men of deceit, sinister ambition, and cruelty. It is paradoxical but instructive to note that a fanatic
royalist who came to testify as a prosecution-witness in the trial was followed by a
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young girl of the Greek Communist Youth League; that Colonel Moustaklis, one of
the junta's most dramatic accusers (mute and paralyzed from the tortures), is a conservative officer who fought against the Communists; that young torturers were
told that all prisoners were "Communists," and that even pillars of the Greek Right
had to be branded as "Reds" before they were tortured.
It is, therefore, understandable that the tortures of the Papadopoulos•Ioannides
regime have had more publicity than the 1947-1952 institutionalized tortures directed solely against Communists and those identified with them. In fact, horrid activities
against EAM-ELAS (the left-wing popular fronts who fought the Nazis and then the
Royalists and the British) are getting more publicity this year than at any other time.
"If we knew and had condemned and punished those who butchered leftists indiscriminately after the Civil War", wrote Giorgis Pikros, "and if we had punished those
who preformed unspeakable tortures upon patriots, then perhaps the tortures of
the April 21 dictatorship may have never taken place" (To Hroniko tis Markronisou).
It may be correct to assume that the sadists of Ayios Stathis or Makronisos in the
40s are the trainers of the young men who tortured under the grand impressario, the
Himmler-like Ioannides, Dozens of ex-ESA men testified that their trainers evidently
appealed to and exploited the beast in them. "We turned into robots of sadism,"
said the defendant Kambunas in his tearful apology. The defendant Petrou said: "I
came to ESA to serve my country. Instead I was taught to serve a group of bloodthirsty, perverse men." "They brutalized our soul so that we can be brutal to
others," cried a third defendant. Perhaps, as Sartre said, "We are what others make
us." Perhaps every man can turn into a torturer either by threats or sinister persuasion. Perhaps not. Several trainees refused to go along with the torturers and endured

Thourios, August 197.5

the punishment by their superiors. Others obeyed reluctantly and sometimes secretly
helped the suffering prisoners. They protected them from torturers who not only
obeyed but enjoyed causing extra pain. What sort of human being then is capable of
practicing torture? Should a torturer be punished, cursed, or pitied?
An idle imagination could perhaps conceive still more questions, but answers
of undisputable accuracy can only be hypothetical. Though torture is as old as man
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wielding a club, the subject does not cease to startle the logical mind. Logical minds
in Greece have, indeed, been startled by the revelations in the course of the trial. It
is a subject discussed often and with typical frustration and outrage. The U.S. and
its ugliest self, the C.I.A., are scandalously implicated. Some knowledgeable witnesses testified that the torturers were trained in "Interrogation Schools" in the U.S.,
and one witness, Deputy Virginia Tsouderou, revealed that there is proof of use of a
NATO-sponsored manual which prescribes step-by-step methods of torture for
eliciting information.
It is scandalously interesting to note that the cells of ESA, where many of the
tortures occured, are located only 100 meters from the American Embassy. One
wonders if any of the personnel there, during the 7 years of indignity, heard (and
how could they not) the cries of pain by the victims. One wonders, at least whether
it was possible to be totally oblivious to all that was going on a stone's throw away.
In any event, with several other "torture-trials" under way, the Greeks are
recognizing, if they did not know already, that they are as adept in torturing their
fellows as any Turk, Bulgarian, Brazilian, Vietnamese, Chilean, or American. The
shock of recognition in this regard must be hard for many. The C.I.A. and "Interrogation Manuals" notwithstanding, it was Greeks who, in the name of some perverted
Greekness, made other Greeks suffer horribly. That must be as hard to accept and
as painful to recognize as the tortures themselves were hard and painful to the
victims.

APPEAL TO OTHER AMERICANS
FROM THE FIRST AMERICANS
The Journal has received an appeal for financial and moral support
from the National Indian Youth Council, a coalition organization of
Native Americans founded in 1961 and which has a current membership
of 15,000. The organization is trying to stop two U.S. corporations
from constructing six coal gassification plants on the Navaho Reservation
in New Mexico. The plants would cause stripmining , would interfere
with the reservation's vital water supply, would produce toxic emissions
and pollution , would create "boom towns," would contribute to a
cultural genocide of the Native Americans in the 20th Century, and
would only add to the profits of the corporations. NIYC needs money
for raising consciousness among the Native Americans and other Americans and for court battles to stop the continued exploitation of the
First Americans. Send your contributions to the National Indian Youth
Council, 201 Hermosa N.E., Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108.
,Mal0118.
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HEROINES OF PEACE *

by Dorothy T. Samuel
"As women we feel a peculiar moral passion of revolt against both the cruelty
and the waste of war" wrote Anna Garland Spencer in the preamble to the first platform of the Women's Peace Party launched in Washington in 1915 with Jane Addams
as its first president. Not the occasion of 3,000 delegates massing, not the prestigious
name of Jane Addams, not the initiation of the first.women's peace organization in
the nation, not the platform for mediation and- disarmament offered as W W I was
breaking out across Europe rated space in the newspapers of the time. Peace has
never been a well-covered cause in the machismo-oriented press, but peace promoted
by women has had almost no coverage at all.
Henry Ford's "Peace Ship" was reported with scorn and ridicule, but it was
reported. The genesis of that effort, however, is not in the history books. In 1915,
Rosika Schwimmer, the great Hungarian peace activist, brought to Pres. Wilson a
petition for continuous mediation, with armistice, drawn up by the International
Woman's Suffrage Association. Unwilling to accept Wilson'S rejection as final, she
set herself to convince "the richest man in the world," whom she first reached
through Mrs. Ford. While in this country, Rosika sparked the formation of the
Woman's Peace Party.

Just so has the genesis of Alfred Nobel's great Peace Prize been dismissed. For
it was a woman, the magnificent pacifist author Baroness Von Su ttner who persuaded
the dynamite king to devote a fifth of his fortune to honor peace. And similarly the
Peace Movement itself has neglected the innovators of its own cherished institutions.
Frances Witherspoon and Tracy Mygatt, with a hundred dollars granted from that
same Woman's Peace Party, established the Bureau of Legal Advice for Conscientious Objectors in 1917, from which grew -- once acknowledged and established --the
male-dominated Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors and the American
Civil Liberties Union of today. War Resisters' League, too, was seeded by Tracy
Mygatt and Dr. Jessie Hughan, joined by Rev. John Haynes Hohnes,who organized
the parent (dare I say "mother"?) Anti-Enlistment League of WWI.
Women's consuming concern for peace is not, however, a product of recent
Western patriarchy. In ancient Greece, the comedy of Lysistrata reflected general
recognition that women opposed war. In 1600, the Lysistrata legend was played out
on this continent by women of the greatest indigenous democracy white civilization
despoiled. In a united decision against "the unregulated warfare by their men,"
Iroquois Women boycotted lovemaking and child bearing until they themselves
were given the power to decide peace and war. Some two hundred years of white
male domination later, on approximately the same site as the Iroquois Women's
* This article first appeared in the Peacemaker, October 4,
here with the permission of the author and the publisher.

1975 and is reprinted
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council house, the women of a more "civilized" nation issued the Seneca Falls
Declaration of Women's Rights. Most of these women, remembered if at all under
the pejorative term "suffragettes," suffered far greater persecution for their leadership in freeing the slaves, a leadership which did not include the male answer of war.
The great queens of history have been no more saintly than the kings, overall,
but their greatness has rested upon their consolidation and stabilization of domestic
welfare, not upon military adventures. And it was a queen, the tragic Jadwiga of
Poland, who in the 14th century was the first monarch to propose mediation of
disputes rather than a rush to horse.
Among recorded women, Carrie Chapman Catt looms from the texts as a militant tugboat Annie battling for Women's suffrage-, not as a co-founder of the
Woman's Peace Party. In 1924, after a period of near defection and soul searching,
she drew together for the first time those women's organizations which had not been
noted as pacifist - from the Girl Scouts to the Women's Trade Union -- into an
umbrella organization promoting study of the cause and cure of war. This has been
as little recorded as the great peace arm of the Women's Christian Temperance Union,
established in 1887 as a powerful committee by Frances Willard and Hannah Bailey.
Male historians have buried the WCTU 's peace thrust under a torrent of purple prose
describing Carrie Nation with her ax, and Prohibition as the failed experiment of
women.
In 1915, with chauvinism and war breaking up international organizations,
only the women surmounted tribal loyalties. Despite governmental interference,
delegates from 12 belligerent and neutral nations made their way to The Hague to
organize what later became thn Women's International League for Peace and Freedom.
The women hammered out the proposals on which Wilson eventually based his
famous 14 points. Dr. Aletta Jacobs of Holland opened that convention with the
theme that has united women since the beginning of history:
-

Only when women are in. the parliament of all nations, only when women have a political voice and vote, will they haiie the power effectively
to demand that international disputes shall be solved as they ought to
be, by a court of arbitration and conciliation . . . .

In January of 1971, while the male-run governments were organizing the push
into Laos, the women of South and North Vietnam invited American representatives
of that same Women's International League for Peace and Freedom to meet with
them in Vietnam and sign a Women's Peace Treaty. And later, in Chile, the women
suffered the most horrible tortures for their rejection of the military Junta. In testimony presented to the 1975 International Commission of Inquiry into the Crimes
of the Junta, Elba Vergara proclaimed faith in women:
Fascism will not last long in Chile because of the will of the women, but
not just because of the women in Chile, but the women of the world.
Next March 8th, we will celebrate International Women's Day, and the
two things women want most: love and humanity. One day they will
return to Chile.

Three polls, one by Harris in 1970, one by social scientists of San Diego State
University at the Democratic National Convention in 1972, and one by Parade
Magazine in 1973, support Elba Vergara's faith. Harris found that significantly fewer
women than men could imagine any situation justifying nuclear war. Parade present42

ed a list of nations and asked, if each were threatened by communist invasion and
take. over, how many would favor U.S. troop intervention. For every nation, fewer
women supported armed intervention, the difference as great as 40 percent between
sexes even for so immediate a neighbor as Canada. The sociologists presented a list
of national and international problems to Democratic Convention delegates, and on
every one, more women than men favored peaceful, people-centered solutions.
The initiatives still go on, barely noted in the press. Ruth Lys, an Israeli mother
whose son was killed on Day One of the Six Day War, wrote Mme. Sadat asking
cooperation in an Israeli-Arabwomen's effort for real, permanent peace. Mme. Sadat
responded affirmatively though this and her peace call in Mexico City were less
reported than the efforts of a few politically selected chauvinist women to inject
Arab-Israeli discord into the International Women's Year conference.
As a Middle Eastern celebration of International Women's Day Israeli and
Arab women met together in the Arab village of Kafr Yasif. The spirit was glowingly
phraSed by Violet khoury, former chairwoman of the Kafr Yaiif local Council:
We as women have to break the false idol (war) to bits and help bring
about the day when all will worship the true god, the god of peace.
Ruth Lys recalled the ancient male chauvinist ditty engraved like a second shemah
at her school, "how good and honorable it is to die for one's country." Women,
Ruth declared, must change that to: "how good and honorable it is to live for one's
country." Joining hands, the Arab and Israeli women then danced through the
streets singing "hevenu sholem aleichem."
It has taken the reawakened women's movement - harassed and belittled as a
selfish demand for privilege -- to reopen the files of women's great history as
humanity's peacemakers.

A QUARTERLY MAGAZINE
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feature on porno films, interview with Swiss
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$4 for four issues
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New York, N.Y. 10014

43

WOKEN BEHIND
BARS
AN ORGANIZING TOOL
Articles on women prisoners,
organizing tactics, etc. Interviews with ex-cons. Descriptions of outside support groups,
legal aid and education, prisoner's unions, and more. Reviews
of books, pamphlets, articles,
films. 56 pp., $1.75, free to
prisoners. Resources for Community Change, PO Box 21066,
Washington, DC 20009

DEMAND
FOR
DAY
CARE
A key booklet that presents concise
articles on various aspects of developing day care programs—parent involvement, cooperatives, day care's relationship to the women's movement,
bi-lingual centers, funding and legal
problems, etc. Campus and cooperative day care programs are especially emphasized through reprints of
articles and an annotated listing of
campus centers. In addition, there
is a seven page listing of helpful
groups, books, pamphlets, films and
publications. People who purchase
DEMAND FOR DAY CARE also receive "Resources for Day Care", 4
catalog of publications, print and
audiovisual resources. 48 pp., $1.50.
Resources for Community Change,
PO Box 21066, Washington, DC
20009

1444.410"

CAPITALISM, FOREIGN WORKERS, RESISTANCE
M. Nikolinakos, Capitalism and Immigration (In Greek, translated from
the German), Athens, Papazisi, 1973.
M. Nikolinakos, Resistance and Opposition (In Greek, translated from
the German), Athens, Olkos, 1975.
H. Van Houte and W. Melgert (Eds.), Foreigners in Our Community
(English readings on migrant and immigrant labor in Europe)
Antwerp, Keesing Publishers, 1972 (?).

44

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND GREEK EMIGRATION
(Kalvos Publications, Athens, 1974)
In this book, there are five articles. The articles are written by E. Kavouriaris,
University of Paris, Ch. Loukopoulos, University of Paris, M. Nikolinakos, Free
University of West Berlin. and Th. Pagalos, University of Paris (Sorbonne) with a
brief introduction by J. Spraos, University of London, and yet another by Marios
Nikolinakos.
The main idea throughout the book relates to the problem of Greek emigration
to the various parts of the world. These.examples are traditionally related to the
movement of the Greek people from Greece to other countries, such as the United
States, Canada, Australia, Western Europe and especially West Germany.
The book deals essentially with one aspect -- the economic causes of mass
emigration. The raw material and data are from Greek sources. Much of the theoretical framework and some principles are provided by non-Greek authors and, in
some respects, even Marx.
In the first article, by Marios Nikolinakos, the author argues that in the past
the problem of emigration was considered much too much as an isolated phenomenon
sometimes economic and at other times sociological. But, in their studies, Nikolinakos states that the problem is considered within the limits of the general economic
development in Greece in the past and present. The method adopted by the authors
is essentially Marxist.
Nikolinakos makes certain conclusions which are developed further by him
and three of the other authors. First, that the emigration is not an isolated phenomenon of certain countries, but rather it reflects the complex forces resulting from the
stage of development of a particular country. Second, the emigration is not an isolated phenomenon, but it has its multibased reasons which are in turn associated
with the entire social system. Third, the emigration is not only the consequence of
conditions in exporting countries but also of those in importing countries. Fourth,
there are forces which exploit the immigrants as individuals, as a class, and as a
nation. Fifth, the phenomenon of emigration in general acquires a political character
both for the importing and exporting countries. Sixth, emigration has a stabilizing
impact upon both the exporting and importing countries. Seventh, the emigration
to Western Europe follows the same pattern of emigration of previous centuries to
other parts of the world. Nikolinakos informs the reader that the four other essays
examine the emigration problem in the light of these hypotheses. It's true to a point.
I don't think the various studies examined the problem in the subsequent discussion.
They have, however, contributed to the serious discussion of the problem.
In his article, Kavouriaris provides extensive statistical information about the
movement of Greek people within Greece and the massive emigration to different
parts of the globe. It clearly shows the class character of emigration, breaking up
the statistical informption in such sub-groups as farmers, unemployed, semi-employed
industrial workers, artists and finally, unskilled workers. I think the statistical information, especially regarding Greek emigration in the post World War II period to
various parts of the world and even the present movement of Greek people, is
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complete.
Kavouriaris argues that the law of concentration of capital creates conditions
necessary for the reserve army of workers. This point, of course, is Marxist. The
reserve force of workers is fluid, potential and stable. He shows that while the production increases relatively fast, employment of workers in the industry is slow
with certain ups and downs. In addition there is a curious thing about the Greek
economic development. That due to emigration of workers, the need for workers
made the Greek authorities decide to import workers into Greece, especially from
Africa. The Association of Greek Industrialists justifies the outflow and inflow of
workers in terms that the economies of various parts of the world today are integrated and, therefore, there are no borders for workers. They can move relatively
freely where work is relatively abundant. Then the Association of Greek Industrialists sustains the essence of the imperialistic distribution of work.
Moreover, Kavouriaris argues that the Greek worker, of course, is attracted by
the higher wages of the German industry and so he moves there, while the Greek
industrialists want the wages to be kept low and thus encourages immigration of
workers from Africa who are willing to accept wages lower than those accepted by
Greeks. In turn, the Greek in moving, say to Germany, is willing to accept lower
wages than the Germans. One should underscore the fact that the foreign worker is
unable to demand the same rights as the indigenous worker, and it is more difficult
for him to defend his rights. That is true for both the Greek who works in Germany
and the African who works in Greece.
Pagelos refutes arguments attributing the underdevelopment of Greece to poor
natural causes or even to the character of the people. He discusses two theories
which are popular as to why Greece did not develop. One argues that the Greek
capitalists were unable to develop the resources and therefore put the blame upon
the Greek society as a whole. The other theory is restricted by the quantity of development in comparison to Western Europe which leaves Greece far behind. Pagelos
asks if the so-called "capitalistic miracle" is possible in Greece? While he recognizes
the substantial improvement of the Greek economy, he, nevertheless, considers
Greece along with Portugal and Spain as the least developed countries in Europe.
For Pagelos, goods in Greece are spreading throughout the population. But the
models are European in nature and they follow the footsteps of capitalistic Europe.
This author devotes part of his article to showincthe type of emigration from
Greece. What is interesting is that workers who leave Greece come from the semiemployed ranks of the working force. Greece increasingly needs skilled workers
more than those already supplied domestically. There is sufficient data indicating
the potential of the working force in Greece, especially coming from the ranks of
the semi-employed farm workers, unemployed and semi-employed urban workers.
Even if 'development is possible and Greek workers could reach the level of finding
meaningful and permanent work, the problem would remain, whether or not the
wages went up. It is possible for the Greek industrialists to improve wages at home
in order to keep Greek workers there instead of allowing Greek workers to seek
better wages in other parts of the world, while they import cheap labor from Africa.
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Pagelos sees the possiblity of improving and securing the conditions of the
workers through the process of democratizing Greek society, including free syndicalism. Accordingly, it is possible to defend the right of work of the Greek worker at
a reasonably secure and high wage level.
Marios Nikolinakos, in his own article, views the problems of Greek emigration
essentially in the relationship from the center to the periphery. He considers European capitalism as entering the stage of "gigantism" in the 1960s with the extensive
economic integration of Western Europe. He sees the center of capitalism in Western
Europe and countries like Spain, Greece, Portugal and Southern Italy in the periphery. The changes of European economy follow, for Nikolinakos, the law of concentration of the capital. Yet, considering the economic development, Nikolinakos
argues that while you need concentration of capital, you also need the widening of
markets.
Nikolinakos states that, when Greece became an associated member of the
European Economic Community, the Greek capitalistic development was intensified.
Yet, Greece is pushing its industrial development in primarily traditional areas, such
as services or consumer industries. Consequently, Greece's technological dependence
on Western Europe is perpetuated. It is projected that while Greece would continue
its development in the area of industry, she would be hampered by the unavailability
of workers; thus, it would cause a slow down of the industrial sector.
In the final article, Loukopoulos considered the problem of "integration" of
workers in the receiving countries.
In general, the immigrants accept the lowest jobs on the socio-economic ladder
because that is where they are needed. In several countries, including the United
States, the workers have been "integrated" legally. But inthe case of Western Europe,
no possibility exists for the legal integration of workers. Their status continues to be
one of permanent foreigner, and they remain part of the labor force only as long as
those countries of Western Europe need them. Essentially, Loukopoulos attributes
the differential treatment to the stage of social and economic development of the
host countries. He argues that when a "stable" society exists, the entrance of immigrants acquires a temporary status; but when still unstable conditions exist with
enough potential for development, then the status of immigrants is more integrated
- as in the case of the United States. At any rate, the vertical mobility of workers is
extremely difficult in both types of society.
In cases like the United States there is some but not a very significant mobility
(obviously the author speaks of people who emigrated and not about their children.)
For Loukopoulos, those who find themselves in the United States in the same
category as the immigrants in Europe are the Blacks, Indians, Chicanos, and Puerto
Ricans. One can press the point that at one time the United States needed settlers

and people who would develop the country and eventually become the vast domestic
market and/or the consumers. The character of the American and/or the Australian
continents are different from those of Europe.
The selection of these articles is good. The approach to immigration is regional
and global and is motivated by economic forces. I think their use of statistical
material is intelligently and scholarly used. However, even though the authors in the
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introduction give one the impression that sociological and psychological reasons are
also motivating the emigration from Greece, in their supplementary examinations
the overwhelming arguments are economic; and sociological and psychological
aspects are only incidentally discussed. By saying so, I do not want to minimize the
significance of the studies. On the contrary, there is a need to emphasize their
significance, especially since little has been done to understand the economic forces
which prompt emigration from Greece.
- Christopher Kornaros

GREEK RESISTANCE,
NATIVE AMERICANS, URBAN REVOLUTION
Y. Ritsos, Romiossini (First complete English translation by 0. Laos;

introduction by D. Georgakas) Published by Len Fulton, Paradise,
California, 1969. $1.50. Write to Dan Georgakas, Smyrna Press,
Box 841, Stuyvesant Station, N,Y., N.Y. 10009.
D. Georgakas, The Broken Hoop; the History of Native Americans from
1600 to 1890, from the Atlantic Coast to the Plains (In English),
New York: Doubleday.$1.45., Write to the author, Smyrna Press,
Box 841, Stuyvesant Station, N.Y., N.Y. 10009.
D. Georgakas, Red Shadows; the History of Native Americans from 1600
to 1900, from the Desert to the Pacific Coast (In English), New
York: Doubleday. $1.45. Write to the author, Smyrna Press.
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REPLY TO SACH'S REVIEW OF ALLAN BLOOM'S PLATO
Dear Editor:
I've never heard of Stephen Sachs, but I do know Plato and Allan Bloom,
and I was surprised to see them given such generous treatment in a publication I had
thought progressive.
Sachs says Plato is "in some important sense conservative." Indeed he is, and
in the most fundamental of ways. A member of a wealthy and aristocratic family,
he held firm to the basic belief of his class: the "natural law" that only a small
minority is fit to rule.
The Republic, with its noble lie about men of gold, silver, brass and iron,
provides some slender ideological justification for that belief. And it is certainly
"eminently readable" as well as eminently untrue.
But has Sachs forgotten the Laws, Plato's last work? Here Plato has all but
given up the dialogue form Strauss finds so attractive; the Athenian lectures for
pages on end. And he has virtually given up persuasion as well. He uses the noble
lie of the Republic. But its content is not the philosopher's invention, the "old
Phoenician tale" of the natural composition of men, but the truth of the most
primitive and superstitious of the traditional cults and myths. And faith in these
myths - faith in the lie - is not just recommended; it is compulsory. The penalty
for the first offense, the first attempt to "examine all the issues closely for himself,"
is prison. The penalty for the second offense is death.
Here, at least, we can Mike an "intelligent guess" at Plato's own position!
As for Allan Bloom:
Some time ago Edward Banfield, Urban Affairs advisor to Richard Nixon and
author of a slanderous study of the people of Southern Italy, was invited to speak
under the auspices of the University of Toronto.
The invitation caused a furor: Banfield's role with the Nixon administration
and his racism masquerading as scholarship were objectionable in themselves. But
they had also contributed to a very real injustice, the refusal of the Ontario Workmen's Compensation Board to pay certain injured Italian workers because they
were "naturally" lazy malingerers. So, angry teachers and students prevented
Banfield from speaking.
You can imagine the outcry. "Free speech" -- the free speech our government
so benevolently grants to neo-Nazis, Ku Klux Klanners, anti-Semites - had been
infringed! And one of the loudest of the indignant voices belongs to Allan Bloom.
Do you think I am wrong to consider Banfield's pseudo-scholarship, and the
vicious nonsense of the likes of Jensen and Shockley, to be just another form of a
noble current lie -- and thus much more dangerous - but with firm roots in Plato's
Academy, as well as in our own?
One further point:
We have no real need of a $6 translation of the Republic. Cornford's (who is
"Conford"?) is perfectly sound, and Grube's is the work of a much better scholar
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than Allan Bloom. But to read Plato in a vacuum is no more sensible than to defend
free speech in the abstract. The Journal would do a great service by providing
readers with an annotated bibliography of progressive work on Plato and on. the
Classics in general, thus encouraging critical thought on Ancient Greece as well.
Books like Benjamin Farrington's Science and Politics in the Ancient World or
A. D. Winspear's Genesis of Plato's Thought are essential background reading for
readers new to Plato or to ancient philosophy.
We should remember that Plato's kinsman, Critias, was one of the 30 Tyrants,
the oligarchy which ruled Athens, briefly and brutally, with Spartan support. This
will help us to evaluate Plato's thought, just as our understanding of the Marshall
Plan, the CIA, and NATO help us evaluate Papadopoulos and Caramanlis Our
tyrants have had their apologists too.
- Mark Golden

ANSWER. TO MARK: GOLDEN'S LETTER ON THE REVIEW OF
ALLAN BLOOM'S TRANSLATION OF PLATO'S REPUBLIC

Mark Golden's letter concerning my review of Allan Bloom's translation of
Plato's Republic raises some important issues. In order to discuss them intelligently
in the limited space available, however, it is necessary to seperate those points in the
letter which are relevant to the questions raised by the review from those which are
not. Clearly the issue of free speech, Banfield's writings and role with the Nixon
administration, and ethnic discrimination in Ontario are all worthy of examination
in the proper context, but they are besides the point in the current discussion.
Similarly, Bloom, Banfield, Strauss, I, and even Plato would agree with Golden in
opposing Shockley, and I know both Golden and I disagree strongly with Leo
Strauss and Allan Bloom on a wide range of political issues; yet that has not prevented me from learning a great deal about Plato from Strauss, nor does it assist one
in evaluating Bloom's presentation of the Republic. Of course, a person's politics
may influence his or her scholarship, but the effect of ideology upon translation
and interpretation of another's meaning is often so indirect as to be virtually
irrelevant, as I believe to be the case here. At the very least, one should not merely
assume such a connection in any particular instance; and if it is Professor Golden's
intent to suggest such a relationship, I would welcome his doing so directly indicating the basis of his analysis.
Basically, my review raises two questions. First, is Plato's work, particularly
the Republic, worth reading by people on the left? And second, is Bloom's translation of the Republic useful? I have asserted that Plato, and the Republic, are of
value for those with progressive views, if they will read it thoughtfully, and that I
find Bloom's edition helpful because it encourages one to read analytically, making
up his own mind about the issues. Golden states that he prefers Grube and Cornford
,
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to Bloom (though in a short letter he was unable to say why), but he appears to say
that Plato is worth reading providing one considers the context, including-the
author's class backgvound, in which Plato wrote.
I agree that context is important to take into account, and, furthermore, I
believe that Golden's suggestion to include material on progressive criticism of
classical thought is an excellent one. My only caution is that in bringing sociology
to bear upon reading theoretical works we do so analytically, without presuming
that class background necessarily tells us everything; how else can we explain the
writings of Marx whose origins were hardly proletarian, or of Engels who was a
wealthy factory owner?
In my estimation, many of the conservative aspects of Plato's writing (some
of which still anger me even after many readings), such as his elitism and his caution
about making radical statements in order not to radicalize unthinking readers, are
consistent with what we know of his class position. But many aspects of Plato, such
as the discussion in the Republic of the equality of women and the principle that
rulers should be chosen on the basis of merit -- rather than wealth -- and should
receive only a subsistence wage, do not seem to me to be an expression of class
interest. Most important, in one crucial respect, Plato's work is extremely radical
in that, through the process of the dialectic, it encourages the careful reader to
think for himself and to question all assumptions and establishment pronouncements. For this reason, I have found it extremely useful to utilize Plato in the classroom as a vehicle for developing a critical perspective of politics and society.
Such a critical perspective, which questions all assumptions, is necessary not
only to free us from the shackles of establishment ideology and propaganda, but
also to keep us out of the straight jackets of our own ideological dogmatisms. Too
often, the left has been divided by sectarianisms that have produced deaf shouting
rather than creative dialogue; unless we remain open-minded to an ongoing dialectic
of ideas and praxis, we will only succeed in replacing current structures with new
elite hierarchies which will encourage a repetition of Stalinism. A progressive program can only succeed if it is based upon a liberation of mind that is truly equalitarian in promoting full, open and thoughtful discussion of public issues by everyone.
Unquestionably there are many aspects of Plato that are not progressive, and
certainly there are many other writers who ought also to be read and utilized by
those on the left. But at least in my own experience the Republic and several other
dialogues of Plato have been exceedingly useful both for the development of my
own thinking and for teaching because, in a thought-provoking manner, they raise
important issues concerning such important questions as the proper relationship
between leadership and general participation, the appropriate form and function of
education, and the nature of justice, the good life, and the good society.
- Stephen M. Sachs
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About the Author
• In April 1967 he witnessed the overthrow of the Greek democracy by a
military junta. Incensed by this needless
tragedy and the role of militarism and
imperialism, he began writing Let Us Be
Creek. In 1968 he left Greece but remained active in the Greek cause. While
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POEMS BY GREEK FARMER
P. Petropoulos, The Poems of a Greek Farmer (Greek poems with
personal, religious, political and emigration themes; written between 1935 and 1975) Published by the Poet's Children, Indianapolis, 1975, $2.00. Order from N. Petropoulos, P. 0. Box 22334,
Indianapolis, Indiana 46222.
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ASSASSINATION OF THE CYPRIOT POET-IDEALIST
DOROS LOIZOS
by Amy Mims
Nicosia 30 August, 1974: In the morning hours, the young poet Doros Loizos
was assassinated by the fascists. From a kiosk near Metaxas Square (since then
re-baptized "Freedom Square"), the gunman was waiting in ambush for the split
second when the Leader — the Cypriot freedom fighter Vassos Lyssarides — would
be coming out of his nearby headquarters. But missing his aim, instead of assassinating the Leader, the gunman in the Nicosia kiosk shot the guts out of the Leader's
most faithful follower and friend, Doros Loizos.
14 July, 1975: Nearly a year after the assassination by the fascists, almost midnight. Alongside the silent march of protest by a few young believers, who were
carrying a black crucifix engraved with the words "Cyprus for the Cypriots," were
groups of other young people plastering posters of Doros throughout the city. The
following morning, the people of Cyprus awoke, amid the mournful tolling of the
church-bells commemorating the first Black Anniversary of July 15th, to find the
walls of the entire city covered with the black and red posters of Doros' face. Within
less than a year, he had become the symbol of Cypriot Resistance against the reign
of injustice in Cyprus today.
The loss of this gifted young man, who was equally loved and admired both
by his political colleagues and by his students, is eloquently testified to in the words
of his father. At a literary memorial held in Paphos recently, Doros' father spoke the
following few simple human words:
"As a father -- like every father interested in his children -- I too brought up
my child Doros. I educated him in the ways due to him: but before I could rejoice
in him like a father, the traitors killed him.
"After working for two years at the English School in Nicosia as a teacher of
Greek History and Literature, he was very much loved by his students. He always
took care to come in constant contact with them, was interested in their problems,
and was concerned about them like a father.
"Everyone must be aware of Doros' gifts. Doros was a young man endowed,
with moral values and with ideals for his country. For these ideals he lived, and for
these ideals he sacrificed his life. Doros was not ono of those people who considered
his own life, money, his wife, or his parents. His whole Being was justice, truth,
freedom, and democracy.
"When he studied in America (in Boston) for a four-year period (1969-1972)
he had received a scholarship and got his diploma with an honourable mention.
Along with his studies he never missed the opportunity to go to various cities in
America and to give speeches, in New York, Boston, Philadelphia and in other places.
"He used to speak about Greek civilization, about Greek poets — and as a poet
himself, he was constantly writing poems, which one can find in his book published
in Greece, entitled Bread and Freedom.
"Many times I told him to be careful because, unfortunately, there were and

53

there still are many vile people in our country -- traitors who have sold out and are
paid in order to serve dark powers by executing assassinations to weaken and deprive
our country of everyone worthy of the motherland, of all our worthwhile brave
young men.
"By way of an answer, he used to tell me that there is no freedom without
struggle. We cannot sit with our hands folded and just go on waiting. We must fight
in order to fall and then we must get up again and fall again and then get up again,
until we free ourselves.
"'Freedom is not won without blood, so don't worry about me,' he used to
answer me. 'Before I die, I will offer something to my country.'
"Doros was one of those human beings who have the struggle for truth and
Man in their very blood. ... "
Doros' father ends his simple tribute by urging everyone who loved Doros to
read his book of poems, Bread and Freedom, published in a handsome edition by
Kedros. In the prologue to this book of Doros, his close friend Costas Nikolaides
analyses the significance of Doros' life and contribution to Cyprus as a whole. Two
or three excerpts from this Prologue are particularly revealing:
"But who was Doros Loizos? A hero by coincidence? Or a conscious revolutionary?
"He was one of those simple human beings who go through life without any
noise and fanfare. A fathomless essence - in his own expression ("I want to spread
out, become infinite, fathomless") - wanting to remain unstained by analyses,
characterizations and comments."
After a detailed description of Doros' development from the time of his birth
in 1944, through his active participation as a boy in the struggle of the young
Cypriots against English Rule - and after an informative account of the poet's interest in the theater parallel with his other studies (at one point, he even direeted and
played the lead role in Nikos Kazantzakis' "Constantine Palaeologos"), Nikolaides
describes Doros' four years as a student in an American university. Already at that
point, Doros' political preoccupations were becoming increasingly important to Mini
"Wherever he happened to be, either in a limited or a large circle, either from
the rostrum or from the audience, he fought against the Junta, fabricated as It was
in Greece and in Cyprus. He was so passionate about this that in the end, everyone
called him by the name `Makarios."'
After Doros' return to Cyprus in 1972: "he became connected with the socialist resistance movement of EDEK, which was the only party in Cyprus openly and
clearly fighting the Junta on all fronts and at all levels."
"The last days before his assassination, unarmed, he followed the unarmed
Leader of EDEK, Vassos Lyssarides, who during recent years in Cyprus -- because of
his struggle and also because of his effect upon the people, especially after the coup
- had become the main target (after Makarios) for local fascism and American
imperialism. Everyone in Cyprus knew this and of course, so did Doros. Every day
his relatives and friends kept warning him about the dangers, and they all entreated
him to take care. His wife, Barbara, who could not persuade him to avoid his dare54

devil movements, followed him everywhere. She had the illusion that in this way,
she could protect him. Already from his youthful writing, we observe that Doros
had transcended the fear of death. During these last days, he was not at all concerned
with "Mr. Death." According to the testimony of his wife, the very days before his
assassination, he kept saying continuously: "We Greeks are not afraid of death."
And again, he used to calm his wife frequently, with the phrase: "I am beyond
death."
Barbara Loizos confirmed the awareness of Doros that he was living under
the constant threat of death. In a brief interview with her on August 7, 1975 at the
Athens Airport, where she was on her way back to Cyprus for the first time since
her husband's assassination, Barbara told us:
"Doros always used to say to me: 'one shouldn't stay in one's country only
during the good times.' He was brave and refused to leave Cyprus under any circumstances. Cyprus came first, above everything else. I can only pray that his brave
example may give courage to all the dedicated Greek Cypriots."
Developing the phrase of Doros Loizos about his own'"deathlessness", Vassos
Lyssarides, in whose name Doros died, writes the following in a brief forward to
Bread and Freedom:
"Through this book, Doros goes on singing. Doros goes on singing deathless
through the streets and squares of Nicosia, a whispered song which will be listened
to by all humanity."
And of all Doros' stirring songs, perhaps the most rousing song of all (even
more moving than his poems to his own heroes, Federico Garcia Lorca and Yannis
Ritsos) is his "Song of the Free Man" - To Tragoudhi tou Lefterou.

AMY: CYPRUS '74
AMY: CYPRUS '74. Poems in Greek and English, Cover by Yannis Ritsos,
Illustrations by Minos Argyrakis, translated into Greek by Jenny Mastoraki. NOTE: the proceeds from this book will be used on behalf of
the Cyprus Refugees. Available from the Wire Press, Box 14217, San
Francisco, CA. 94114. $3.00.
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THE.COFFEEHOUSE * * TO KADENTIO
Contemporary Greek Arts and Letters
Poetry by Yannis Ritsos, Nikos Kavvadias, Lefteris Poulios, Katerina
Anghelaki Rooke, Nana Issaia, Stefanos Bekatoros. Fiction by Yorghos
Ioannou and Dan Georgakas. The art
works of Theodoros and Yannis Gaitis. Gail Hoist writes on 'Rebetika' (Greek urban music), and Popi
Zora the folk art of Skyros island.
THE COFFEEHOUSE comes out two times
a year and the annual subscription
is $5. Order from THE WIRE PRESS,
box 14217, San Francisco, CA 94114.
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THE SONG OF THE FREE MAN *
by Dorqs Loizos

I will cast my hair back
I will wear my face upside-down
and I'll go out into the streets and squares
with guns, with shouts, with slogans,
to ridicule the henchmen of barbed-wire
to set fire to the Embassy of Death.
The prudent ones will come
to trip me up
because I chase the customers from their shops.
The "specialized policemen" will come
to break my ribs
because I instill wrath and fire in their children.
The reds will come
to make my face red
because I'm redder than they.
r

The whites will come
to blacken my eye
because I'm whiter than they.
The enlightened ones will, come
to make me see the light
because I'm more enlightened than they.
They will come,
the silly ones, the serious ones, the eastern ones, the western ones,
the Protestants, the Catholics, the intimates, the enemies,
the devils, the gods,
well after all, all those and these
who take life as a momentary caprice.
But I — I'll cast my hair back again.
I'll wear my bloodstained face upside-down again
and I'll go out into the streets and squares
with guns, with shouts, with slogans,
to go pursuing: Bread and Freedom.
Translated by Amy Minas
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CHILE STADIUM
(Excerpts)
by Victor Jara *

Here alone
are ten thousand hands which plant seeds
and make the factories run.
How much humanity
exposed to hunger, cold, panic, pain
moral pressures, terror and insanity?
What horror the face of fascism creates!
They carry out their plans with knife-like
precision.
Nothing matters to them.
For them blood equals medals,
Slaughter is an act of heroism.
Let Mexico, Cuba and the world
cry out this atrocity!
We are ten thousand hands
which can produce nothing.
How many of us in the whole country?
The blood of our Companiero Presidente
will strike with more strength
than bombs and machine guns!
So will our fist strike again.
How hard it is to sing
when I must sing of horror...
in which silence and screams
are the end of my song.
What I see I have never seen.
What I have felt and what I feel
will give birth to the moment
* .
Victor Jara, one of the most loved Chilean folksingers, was cruelly tortured by the
junta and died two days after the September 11, 1973 coup in the National Stadium
of Santiago, Chile. This is his last unfinished poem.
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THE RISE AND FALL OF THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE
by Dino Siotis

No more bullets for the empty stomach
of hungry Chicago,
no more beds to pay for the advertisment of Hollywood,
enough barbiturates on the grave of Marylin Monroe,
enough hints of progress,
the aspirin must find its way
to take my headache away,
I'm sick of all these prescriptions for unfulfilled happiness,
no more restrictions on how far
my gaze should travel,
no more hot dogs, hallucinations, and depressions,
no more narcotics for the moribund technology,
enough of the bombs which fell all of a sudden
on Ginsberg's rope ladder,
nobody will be bothered if the President resigns,
let Congress take a snort of morphine
to pass a decent bill,
let the day become day and the night more like a day,
may the spirits of Detroit become calm over its dead body,
I am not to blame for the pollution of the environment,
let Kennedy's case be open,
let black ghettoes become green,
let Puerto Rico find its independence,
no more computers that destroy human scaffolds,
the eyelashes on Washington's eye are big enough,
the Un-Cola has played its game and lost it,
the blood cannot be bought with dollars and
let no So and So represent Such and Such any more,
no more rockets against the subconscious,
no more airplanes full of ideas for export,
no more political assassinations:
it won't hurt
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