
Cathedral Philoptochos Honors 
Ambassador Gianna Angelopoulos 

Cathedral Philoptochos Board of Trustees and Honoree. seated: Mesdames Pantelis Colakis. Ourania Soumas. Maria Marinakis. Eve 
Condakes, National President of Philoptochos, Ambassador Gianna Angelopoulos, Helen Daphnides. president; Lena Spyropoulos and 
Mary Christy. Standing: Maria Lyras, Agatha Caravanos, Lily Fichopolos, Athena Bubaris. Nina Yanos. Pauline Cotsilimbas. Carol Contos. 
Elizabeth Gabriel, Mary Johnson. Nadia Allega and Maria Yatrakis . 

New York, NY - Over 400 enthusiastic 
guests warmly applauded Ambassador Gi
anna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki, honoree of 
the Archdiocesan Cathedral Philoptochos 
Society 44th Annual Chrysanthemum Ball 
held Friday evening, November 20th at the 
Plaza Hotel. 

Honored as "Champion of the Athens 
Olympics 2004 and New Greece," Ambas
sador Angelopoulos, who headed the suc
cessful effort to bring the 2004 Olympics 
to Athens, in accepting her award acknowl
edged those who made it possible: "When 
my husband Theodore, and I worked at 
home and traveled the world to win the bid, 
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Greeks everywhere shared this spirit and 
joined us. It is New Greece that worked so 
hard to win the Olympics for 2004. It is 
New Greece that is transforming our an
cestral home today. 

"It is the spirit of New Greece that is 
alive and flourishing in this room tonight. 
You can see it everywhere, at every table 
in this beautiful room. You can see it, here, 
in the faces of the young people - the fu
ture of Greece and the Greek diaspora, our 
next generation. 

"I say to them - I say to all of you - you 
represent the best of our heritage and our 
great commitment to progress. You do! 

And we want to put all of you to work help
ing Greece build - not just for the 2004 
Olympics, but for a bigger global role and 
a more prosperous future. You must join 
us!" 

In thanking the members of the Ladies 
Philoptochos Society, the Ambassador 
said: " We Greeks, we Orthodox, are truly 
blessed. We have faith in God, we have 
love offamily, and we have pride in Greece 
to give us strength and to bond us, one to 
the other. The great symbol of that bond is 
the Cathedral Philoptochos itself. So often, 
you are the force that brings us together. 
You feed the hungry, you help give shelter 
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to the homeless, you bring cheer and sup
port to children who are ill. You remind 
us - through your good works - that we 
honor the Greece of yesterday by serving 
others today, now, and in the future. This 
is what I call the spirit of New Greece. 
When anyone of us combines the best of 
our heritage and ancient traditions with the 
most modem commitment of accomplish
ment that is the spirit of New Greece. 

"We thank you. We thank you for this 
award. We will put this in our home. It will 
serve as a reminder of how hard we must 
work to live up to your example. We thank 
you, most of all, for drawing together our 
love of family, our faith, and our Hellenic 
pride." 

Since its inception in 1953, the Chry
santhemum Ball has not only inaugurated 
the Fall social season in Metropolitan New 
York but its success has ensured the distri
bution of hundreds of thousand of dollars 
of aid to several local, national and inter
national philanthropies by the Cathedral 
Philoptochos. These include: the Neigh
borhood Coalition for Shelter, Children's 
Medical Fund, International Orthodox 
Christian Charities (lOCC), St. Basil Acad
emy, St. Michael's Home for the Aged, 

HAPPy NEW YEAR 
TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 
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Saddle River, NJ 

Ambassador Gianna accepts the Cathedral Philoptochos award honoring her as "Chanpion 
of the Athens Olympics 2004 and New Greece p . Joining her are Tarsi Georgas, co-chair
man; Maria Marinakis , chairman; Froso Beys, co-chairman: Cathedral Dean Father Robert 
Stephanopoulos, Helen Daphnides, Philoptochos President; Archb ishop Spyridon of Amer
ica and Theodore Angelopoulos. 

Photo by Dimitrios Panagos 

Honored guests of the Dais seated were: Dr. John Brademas, Froso Beys, Maria Marinakis, 
Helen Daphnides, Archbishop lakovos, Ambassador Gianna Angelopoulos, Archbishop Spy
ridon, Eve Condakes, Consul General of Greece Charalambos Manessis and Consul Gener
al ofCyrpus Pantelis Eliades. Standing: Presvytera Nikki Stephanopoulos, Ambassador of 
Cyprus(Ret.) Andrew and Mrs Jacovidis, Theodore Angelopoulos, John Metaxas (CNN) and 
Father Robert Stephanopoulos. 

Hellenic College/Holy Cross School of 
Theology, Cathedral School and social 
welfare cases supported on a monthly ba-

Photo by Dimitrios Panagos 

SIS. 

Over $75,000 was realized from this 
year's Chrysanthemum Ball led by Maria 
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Marinakis, chairman and Froso Beys and 
Tarsi Georgas, co-chairmen, Mrs. Helen 
Daphnides is Philoptochos President. In 
closing the evening's program, Father 
Robert Stephanopoulos, Dean of the Ca
thedral, announced that some of the 
evening's proceedings would be used to 
establish the NIKOS KEF ALIDIS TRUST 
for the Cathedral Afternoon Greek School 
Program. Mr. Kefalidis, who was tragical
ly lost on Swiss Air Flight 111, had served 
as vice president of the Cathedral and with 
his family was intensely involved in phil
anthropic efforts throughout his life. 

The evening's toastmaster John Metax
as, CNN Financial Anchor, began the pro
gram with the introduction of dais guests 
and speakers including: His Eminence 
Archbishop Spyridon; His Eminence 
Former Archbishop Iakovos; Helen Daph
nides, Philoptochos President; Eve 
Condakes, National Philoptochos Presi
dent; Maria Marinakis, Ball Chairman; 
Consul General of Greece Charalambos 
Manessis and Consul General of Cyprus 
Pantelis Eliades. 

Among honored guests for the evening 
were Dr. John Brademas; Terence Quick, 
ANTENNA Anchor from Greece; George 
Stephanopoulos, ABC News Analyst; Tha
lia Assuras, CBS Morning News Anchor; 
Greek publisher Antonis Liberis and former 
Ambassador of Cyprus to the United States 
Andreas Jacovides. 

Merry Christmas 

GEORGE 
FOUKAS,DMD 

Complete Dental Care 
By appointment only 

54 Grove Street, Clifton, 
N.J., 07013 

Tel: (201) 470-0990 
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Dean of Holy Trinity Cathedral Protopresbyter Robert and Presvytera Nikki Stephanopoulos 
with guests of honor Ambassador Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki and Theodore Angelopou
los. 

Welcoming Ambassador Gianna and Theodore Angelopoulos are Helen Daphnides, Cathe
dral Philoptochos president; George Stephanopoulos; Presvytera Nikki Stephanopoulos; Mar
ia Marinakis, Ball Chairman; Father Robert Stephanopoulos and Alex Daskalakis, Vice Pres
ident, Atlantic Bank. 

For . Subscriptions to lhe . i 
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Spyridon's Law Suite Rejected 
GOAL WINS RIGHT TO CONTINUE TO USE 

ARCHDIOCESE MEMBERSHIP LIST 

The Greek Orthodox American Lead
ers, Inc. (GOAL) won a court order con
firming its right to continue to use the mem
bership list of the Greek Orthodox Archdi
ocese of North and South America, Inc. to 
communicate its concerns about the gov
ernance and administration of the Archdi
ocese. federal Court Judge Denny Chin 
issued the order in New York on Novem
ber 24, 1998 in a lawsuit that Archbishop 
Spyridon had initiated against GOAL in the 
name of the Archdiocese on September II, 
1998. 

"The Archdiocese's motion for a tem
porary restraining order and preliminary 
injunction enjoining GOAL from using the 
Archdiocese's membership list is denied," 
Judge Chin ordered, "except that GOAL 
may use the list only for a 'proper purpose' 
within the meaning of the Not-for-Profit 
Corporation Law." 

"GOAL may not use the list for com
mercial purposes or to solicit funds, nor 
may GOAL disclose the list to anyone out
side of GOAL," the order specified. 
"GOAL may use the membership list to 
contact members of the Archdiocese to 
voice its discontent with the governance 
and administration of the Archdiocese," the 
order concluded. 

The four conditions for use of the list 
that the order specified were proposed by 
GOAL itself to resolve the case during a 
settlement conference before Judge Chin 
on November 2, 1998. The Archdiocese 
rejected that proposal. 

The Archdiocese issued a news release 
on November 25, 1998, in which it claims 
that by specifying those conditions, the 
court "imposed partial limitations" on 
GOAL. The news release fails to mention 
that it was GOAL that proposed, and the 

Archdiocese that rejected, those conditions. 
Archbishop Spyridon initiated the law

suit, without the consent of the Synod of 
Bishops or the Archdiocesan Councilor its 
Executive Committee, after GOAL mailed 
a newsletter to 122,000 members of the 
Archdiocese on June 24, 1998. 

"The newsletter contained editorials and 
news articles, many of which were critical 
of the leadership of the Archdiocese and 
many of which solicited assistance to ad
dress the 'Crisis in the Church,' Judge 
Chin's decision explained. Last month the 
five Metropolitans, who are members of the 
Synod of Bishops, issued two unprecedent
ed joint statements disavowing the lawsuit 
and harshly criticizing Archbishop Spyri
don's actions. This month 100 priests of the 
Archdiocese signed a statement in support 
of the Metropolitans. 

Judge Chin based his decision on the 
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failure of the Archdiocese to demonstrate 
that GOAL's continued use of the Archdi
ocese membership list posed the threat of 
irreparable harm, for three reasons: 

"First, GOAL is seeking only to com
municate with other members ofthe Arch
diocese about issues that may be of con
cern to them. The Archdiocese will suffer 
no irreparable harm if GOAL and its mem
bers merely exercise their right to express 
their views about church governance. 
GOAL does not compete with the Archdi
ocese for members or donations. Rather, 
GOAL is seeking to act for the benefit of 
the Archdiocese and its members." 

Judge Chin relied upon a 1996 New 
York state court case which he said held 
that the members of a not-for-profit orga
nization "sought access to books, records, 
and membership lists' in good faith and 
for a proper purpose' when they sought in
formation to communicate with other mem
bers" about the organization's "amended 
bylaws, its alleged questionable financial 
practices, embezzlements, and increased 
administrative expenses." 

"Second, although the Archdiocese has 
expended a great deal of effort to develop 
and maintain the list, GOAL would be able 

to obtain most of the information anyway 
through other means .... GOAL's directors 
apparently are members ofthe Archdiocese 
and it would appear that they are thus enti
tled to a list of members under the New 
York Not-For-Profit Law .... In addition, 
GOAL has already obtained some 31,000 
names directly from parishes by simply 
asking for parish lists. and it eventually 
would be able to obtain most of the names 
and addresses on the Archdiocese's list in 
any event." 

"Third, the Archdiocese's claims of ir
reparable harm are unpersuasive. To the 
extent the Archdiocese has been harmed 
because GOAL misappropriated the fruits 
of its labor, monetary damages would be 
an adequate remedy. Likewise, ifthe Arch
diocese has suffered any financial losses 
(such as a drop in donations) because of 
GOAL's actions, damages can be award
ed .... The Archdiocese's claim that it has 
been irreparably harmed because recipients 
of the newsletter have complained is not 
compelling, for those complaints appear to 
have been directed at GOAL rather than at 
the Archdiocese, and GOAL has respond
ed by removing the names from its list." 

Judge Chin's decision criticized the 

Archdiocese's argument that individual 
members of the Archdiocese are not legal 
members of the religious corporation. "In 
making this argument, the Archdiocese is 
splitting hairs and engaging in semantics," 
the decision said. "Even assuming, how
ever, that the Archdiocese is technically 
correct," the decision continued, "the spirit 
of section 621 (b) [of the New York Not
For-Profit Law] would still apply - mem
bers of the Archdiocese, whether spiritual 
or corporate, should have access to its 
books, records, and membership lists," the 
decision stated. 

Accordingly, GOAL's attorneys have 
written to the Archdiocese's attorneys and 
requested the opportunity to review and 
copy the most recent list of Church mem
bers; Archdiocesan financial records from 
January 1, 1997 to the present; minutes and 
documents of the Archdiocesan Council 
and its Executive Committee from Janu
ary I, 1997 to the present; all records relat
ing to the attempted purchase of a residence 
for Archbishop Spyridon; and all manage
ment letters and other communications be
tween the Archdiocese and its auditors in 
1997 and 1998. GOAL's attorneys have 
asked the Archdiocese's attorneys to pro-
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vide the most recent list by December 3, 
1998. GOAL's attorneys have also asked 
the Archdiocese's attorneys to state by 
December 3, whether the Archdiocese will 
provide, or object to, the other documents 
requested by December 17, 1998. 

In addition to seeking an injunction 
against GOAL's continued use of the list, 
the Archdiocese's lawsuit also claims mon
etary damages in excess of$75,000. How
ever, the Archdiocese has repeatedly issued 
statements disavowing its monetary dam
ages claim and stating that its only interest 
is in the list itself. 

The Archdiocese reiterated that position 
in its November 25, 1998 news release. 
GOAL has denied the Archdiocese's claim 
that GOAL unlawfully misappropriated the 
list. Judge Chin specifically declined to de
cide this issue. However, the Archdiocese 
stated in its November 25, 1998 news re
lease that it "feels vindicated" by the court's 
non-binding comments that GOAL acted 
improperly "if it indeed misappropriated 
the list." There is no apparent basis for the 
Archdiocese's feeling of vindication in 
view of Judge Chin having declined to de
cide the misappropriation issue. 

"This decision is a total vindication of 
GOAL's mission and its right to commu
nicate its concerns to the faithful members 
of the Archdiocese," said John Nassikas III, 

GOAL's lead attorney. "Furthermore," 
Nassikas added, "Judge Chin's recognition 
of GOAL's right to access the books, 
records, and membership lists of the Arch
diocese is an important step forward in our 
mission." 

Nassikas is a former federal prosecutor 
who is a partner in the Litigation Depart
ment of Arent Fox, the 275-attorney firm 
with offices in Washington, D.C., New 
York City, Europe, and the Middle East, 
that is representing GOAL. Three litigation 
attorneys in Arent Fox's New York office, 
John B. Madden, Jr., Janine M. Gargiulo, 
and Christopher P. Bilski, are also repre
senting GOAL. "This lawsuit is the most 
recent, and hopefully the final, in a series 
of destructive actions by this Archbishop 
against the hierarchs, clergy, and laity of 
this Archdiocese," said Dr. Thomas C. 
Lelon, one of GOAL's two executive di
rectors. "Along with the removal ofthe four 
priests from their positions at the seminary, 
the illegal contract to buy a residence for 
the Archbishop, and the unholy Clergy
Laity Congress in Orlando, this lawsuit 
highlights what is now the obvious reality 
that neither the members of this Church nor 
the civil authorities in this country will tol
erate the unilateral heavy-handed gover
nance of this Archdiocese," Dr. Lelon con
tinued. "And those of good will who have 
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supported this Archbishop for so long in 
the hope that he could somehow learn from 
his mistakes and heal the divisions that he 
has created must now recognize the harsh 
reality that this can never occur," Dr. Lelon 
emphasized. 

"Although this lawsuit has consumed 
inordinate amounts ofthe resources of both 
the Archdiocese and GOAL," said Dr. John 
Collis, GOAL's other executive director, 
"we know God works in mysterious ways." 

"This lawsuit has not only advanced our 
cause legally," Dr. Collis said, "but it has 
also publicly united the hierarchs, clergy, 
and laity of this Archdiocese," Dr. Collis 
said. "We must now work together to pre
serve the unity of this Archdiocese and its 
relationship with the Ecumenical Patriarch
ate." "There is only one way this can oc
cur. Archbishop Spyridon must immediate
ly be reassigned and a new Archbishop 
must be appointed by the Ecumenical Pa
triarchate in accordance with the provisions 
of the Archdiocesan Charter," Dr. Collis 
emphasized. 

Dr. Lelon pointed out that Article XIII 
of the Charter provides that "The Archbish
op must be a Greek Orthodox Christian, 
be a graduate of a recognized Orthodox 
school of theology, have a fluent knowl
edge of English, be a cleric of deep faith, 
have proven ability in administration, be 
fully aware of ecclesiastical affairs in the 
United States and be totally committed to 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate." 

"In addition to his duties as Archbish
op, the Archbishop is also a bishop of the 
Archdiocese," Dr. Lelon added. "There
fore, we feel very strongly that the new 
Archbishop must also meet the minimum 
qualification for a bishop under Article XIV 
of the Charter by having a period of ser
vice of more than five years in theArchdi
ocese." 

Join 
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GOAL Insists on Spyridon's Removal 
CLEVELAND, OH- Greek Orthodox 

American Leaders, Inc. ("GOAL"), a new, 
growing, non-profit national movement of 
Greek Orthodox laity in the United States, 
successfully concluded a two day meeting, 
held on December 4th and 5th, at Marriott 
Renaissance Hotel in Cleveland, Ohio. 

The assembly featured a corporate 
Board of Directors meeting, on Friday, fol
lowed by a larger meeting, on Saturday, of 
GOAL's National Committee. The Nation
al Committee is comprised of I 00 men and 
women from across the United States who 
are dedicated to advancing the mission of 
the organization in every diocese and par
ish in the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. 

Highlights of the National Committee 
meeting on Saturday included a resolution 
calling for the resignation or reassignment 
of the American church's primate, Arch
bishop Spyridon, who has been under con
stant and growing criticism from the laity 
since his appointment to that office, nearly 
two and a half years ago. Other resolutions 
were passed thanking and encouraging 

church hierarchs and priests who have re
cently expressed their own criticism of the 
current situation in the church consistent, 
in large part, with GOAL's positions. This 
meeting marked the first time that Greek 
Orthodox clergy attended GOAL functions. 

GOAL supporters also heard trom their 
attorney, John Nassikas, Esq. of Arent Fox 
in Washington, D.C., who described how 
GOAL had prevailed in federal court in a 
lawsuit initiated by Archbishop Spyridon 
in September of this year. The decision of 
the federal court was explicit as to GOAL's 
rights to information from the archdiocese. 
Subsequently, GOAL attorneys are pursu
ing the additional disclosure of financial 
and membership information that the court, 
in its decision, deemed to be available to 
all members of the archdiocese as a matter 
oflaw. 

In addition, six new members were add
ed to the corporate Board of Directors. 
They are Evan Chriss, Esq. of Baltimore, 
Md.; Maria Logos of NY, NY; Spiro Pap
pas of Houston, TX; V. I. "Bill" Pavloglou 

of Boston, MA; Milton Siolis of Phoenix, 
AZ; and Xenophon Zapis of Cleveland, 
OH. 

The group also heard from a national 
church leader, Mr. George Kokalis ofPhoe
nix" AZ, who heads the prestigious and fi
nancially important Leadership 100 En
dowment Fund. Leadership 100 contributes 
much of the archdiocese's annual national 
budget. Mr. Kokalis, speaking as an indi
vidual, expressed the notion that the church 
in America faces a catastrophic situation 
under the stewardship of Archbishop Spy
ridon. 

Dr. Thomas Lelon, a GOAL Executive 
Director, announced that GOAL plans to 
hold its second National Conference in the 
spring of 1999 at a site to be determined 
before year-end. It was last year's confer
ence in Chicago, attended by nearly 500 
delegates and participants from 28 states 
that triggered GOAL's rise as a prominent 
lay voice and force within the Greek Or
thodox Archdiocese. ........................................ 

to all our friends 

PETER DION 
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Wake Up America! 
The troubles of our President 

are also the troubles of our Society 

The sad state we currently find ourselves 
with the scandal in Washington is just an
other reflection of the slow decay of our 
American Society. Clinton says that we 
should move on to more important issues 
like healthcare or the economy, but what 
more important issues are there than the 
most basic moral values of a Society such 
as integrity, honesty and character. If there 
is distrust, dishonesty and the lack ofhar
mony in a marriage and our relationships 
with others then how can there be peace in 
the nation of the people. Unfortunately, 
what we are seeing is a reflection of our
selves as a society. The President is a re
flection of where we have come to be as a 
society. The absence of outrage and the 
general consensus by the American public 
that our leader is doing a good job is an 
illustration of how we have changed as a 
society. If it doesn't affect me, the econo
my is doing well and I have all the things I 
want, who cares about the moral values of 
our President. As long as he is lining our 
pocket books it seems that the American 
public is willing to look the other way. 

But it does affect us. It affects us all as 
we see the slow decline of our ethical and 
moral values. They sayan organization 
takes on the personality of its leader. By 
the same token society will take on and 
assimilate the personality of its leadership. 
What would popular opinion polls say if 
we turned back time to the 1950's. Would 
many have been as eager to look the other 
way with his indiscretions? Are we better 
off now or then? Isn't the fabric of fami-

The writer is a Civil Engineer and owns a 
Construction Company, LSV, in Denver, Col
orado. He is the son of the late Adamantios 
Lagopoulos, Publisher and Editor of the Na
tional Greek Tribune, in Detroit. 
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By Tom James Lagos I 

lies and family values as or more impor
tant than monetary gain? Wouldn't lead
ers in Asia resign in shame if it happened 
in one of those countries? Would the dis
grace to the family and the dishonor to the 
nation be too much to bear? Hasn't the feel
ing of shame declined? How have we be
come so desensitized? With the decline of 
shame haven't we also lost respect? Do we 
have no more dignity? How did this ero
sion happen? 

It is the responsibility of our leaders to 
exhibit strong ethical and moral values. The 
only way to truly do this is through exam
ple. It would seem that we would never 
accept this kind of behavior from a school 
principal or other civic leaders or leaders 
in a public enterprise so why are so many 
willing to look the other way with the most 
powerful leader of the free world. This hap
pened with a public official, in a public 

office, with a public employee. The private 
matter spin has no real basis. Wasn't his 
behavior completely reckless and irrespon
sible even if it is personal in nature as he 
claims. Don't we often judge people on 
their personal behavior. Should it reason 
that we should trust someone that is per
sonally reckless with the most powerful 
position in the world. 

The American public actually accepted 
this pattern of behavior when we elected 
him in office. We knew at that time some 
ofthe indiscretions in his personal life. He 
has seduced the American public repeat
edly as well as he seduces his liaisons. The 
communication skills that have served him 
so well in public office are the same skills 
he has counted on to mislead, deceive, and 
seduce others when he carefully parses his 
words. The American public seems to be 
as gullible as the starry eyed groupie that 
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this last incident is about. We all know how 
difficult it is to change an individual's be
havior so why would we think that the Pres
ident would change his when he has repeat
edly gotten away with it. Perhaps we should 
be concerned with the ease with which he 
deceives his family, his staff, and the Amer
ican people. There is no need to go through 
legal definitions and elaborate congression
al proceedings. Wrong is wrong and it 
should not be tolerated, ever! His malfea
sance is reprehensible and unjustifiable. 
What additional damage and lost energies 
will occur as we all become distracted with 
this ongoing circus? Can we be willing to 
stand up to terrorists and not be willing to 
stand up for what should be our most basic 
moral values? 

No wonder some countries fear our 
Western way of life. They view the United 
States as the center of the cancer for de
bauchery and indulgence that is spreading 
and affecting their way of life. This may 
be true. We want our MTV and instant grat
ification and we are spreading both 
throughout the world with the wonders of 
the modem day communication industries. 
Our freedom, at times, seems to have gone 
to the extremes without any checks. All in 

the name of our civil liberties? Those coun
tries that bum our flag may not need to wor
ry since we seem to be burning our flag 
from within. The cancer is spreading. No 
matter how strong the structure of our econ
omy, eventually the cancer could cause the 
collapse and death of our way of life. It 
doesn't improve the situation if you mask 
it with a face-lift when you are dying of 
bone cancer. It is like a slice of Swiss 
cheese . If the economic slice is thick 
enough it will have enough structure to 
support its stability, but if you continue to 
poke holes in the slice of our American way 
of life it will eventually collapse no matter 
how strong the economy. Not only is this 
decline in moral values affecting us as a 
nation but we are also spreading it through
out the world. 

As a society we seem to have shifted 
our values. Our role models have not only 
become our government officials and oth
ers in leadership positions but also those in 
the entertainment fields. Or rather are they 
our role model failures? Given the combi
nation of a capitalistic society, a free de
mocracy, and the insatiable appetite of our 
society to be entertained, we have created 
whole new powerful industries which have 

the power to teach 
and mold us as a so
ciety. Society also 
seems to perpetuate 
this shift as we glori
fy our athletes and 
movie stars with ex
orbitant salaries. 
Haven ' t we mis
placed our priorities 
as we worship our 
movie and sports he-

St. Michael's 
Home for the Aged 

roes? Don't we seem 
to be focusing on 
things that really 
don't return much to 
society as a return on 
our investment of 
time and money? The 
modem day temples 
of our society are the 
sports stadiums we 
build across the na
tion. The gambling 
casinos that we have 
allowed to spread 
simply prey on those 
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who lack the 

self-discipline to control their addictions. 
They return minimal benefits to society but 
rather shift wealth to corporations and in
dividuals who would seem to have no moral 
responsibility to society. 

We must start looking at how society 
has changed and get back to investing in 
ourselves and what benefits our people. We 
seem to undervalue the people who really 
can make a positive influence in the quali
ty of our lives. Our best scientists, Nobel 
Prize winners and educators are the people 
who can really make a difference in our 
society and whom we should value the 
most, both monetarily and with recognition, 
to help positively influence our nation. 

The decay has not happened overnight. 
We seem to live in a Hollywood Society 
and have a Hollywood President as a re
sult. One reflects the other and vice versa. 
We seem to have become what we see on 
TV. But Hollywood would say the oppo
site is true. I would argue that some of the 
root causes of the decay we are seeing are 
the result of these entertainment mediums 
always pressing the limit of what is accept
able. We enjoy the freedoms but fear plac
ing controls on these industries that have 
the power to mold us. The television, the 
radio, the music industry, the Internet, the 
newspapers and the magazines have all 
become our teachers. And now with the 
most recent events in the Whitehouse it is 
now more acceptable to talk about oral sex 
in the news and we will all learn what phone 
sex is about. 

The troubles of our president are also 
the troubles of our society. Much of the 
socialization of our society has been 
through the television set and other medi
ums that have become a part of our family. 
In this modem age we spend much of our 
free time watching and listening to these 
communication mediums, particularly as 
adolescents. It is no wonder that we now 
find society'S potential acceptance of this 
type of behavior when we laugh at it daily 
on television sets. Is it a coincidence that 
we see more teenage violence and 14 to 17 
year olds killing each other when at the 
same time we have seen the lyrics of much 
oftoday's rap artists that celebrate the kill
ing and butchering of people. Is there a 
price to pay for the unchecked freedom of 
putting Spam, bomb making instructions 
or damaging rumors spread on the internet 
and the endless hours some spend on the 
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information super highway for anyone to 
have access? 

Isn't this decline in morality also poten
tially the most significant root cause of 
many of our social ills in society? Doesn't 
it impact the nation and us individually as 
we need to divert the resources of nation? 
We have to deal with the affect of these 
social ills whether it is more police, more 
prisons, more courts, and the factories of 
social reform necessary to try to deal with 
the problems. It would seem to be more 
cost effective and proactive to educate a 
society on moral issues than to deal with 
the monetary drain and burden on society 
later. An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure! 

The American people should be out
raged with the pervasive use of profanity 
and violence in the movies that are often 
coming out of Hollywood. Is it really nec
essary to shock people or make them feel 
uncomfortable in unnecessary scenes as 
Hollywood presses the limit further and fur
ther when we go to be entertained. 
Shouldn't there be some way in this dem
ocratic republic to curb the amount ofvio
lence we are exposed to and to limit the 
excesses for the good of the nation and so
ciety? 

You must get to the source of the prob
lem and its most basic common denomi
nator. The slogan and mantra for Ameri
ca's future should no longer be, "It's the 
economy Stupid!" It should be, "The re
turn to Ethical and Moral values!" For if 
we don't have that we have nothing else. It 
should be absolute and never wavering and 
just as strong as the freedoms thatthis coun
try was built on. Our leaders in all walks of 
life have a responsibility to hold up these 
values and promote them at all times. So
ciety as a whole has an obligation to hold 
their leaders to these high standards since 
they are our teachers and who we use as 
our role models. They are the people we 
should mimic and follow. 

Our most effective teachers should be 
those in strong leadership positions. The 
ability to institute change also comes from 
the top. The Office of the President has the 
unique ability to guide and change the di
rection of a nation. He has the responsibil
ity to set the course of the nation toward 
economic wealth and preservation of our 
freedoms but also to maintain and preserve 
the basic oral and ethic values that should 
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RHODE ISLAND'S COMMUNITY 
PARTICIPATES IN QUINN HONORS 
Anthony Quinn was honored by the Italo-American Club of Rhode Island last month 

and on hand were many from the Greek American community of the Ocean State, among 
them Gregory Demetrakas, Eustace Pliakas and the dance troop of the Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church of Cranston which entertained the gathering. The Odyssey Dance 
Troup ended their performance with a lively dance to Zorba the Greek. Anthony Quinn 
led the audience to a standing ovation for the talented dancers. Gregory Demetrakas 
who is the New England Commander of the Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
presented Anthony Quinn with a flag of Rhode Island. 

LEFT TO RIGHT: Eustace Pliakas, Anthony Quinn, Gregory Demetrakas and Provi
dence, RI Mayor Vincent A. Cianci. 

guide our every day lives as a people. 
There are endless examples from bibli

cal times to most recent events in other parts 
of this world where societies have been re
duced, destroyed from within or have been 
added to the ash heaps of history. Is our 
vision so clouded that we can not see what 
is happening to our society? Are we 
doomed to repeat the failures of the past in 
our modem day and age? Americans have 
been resilient enough in the past to adjust 
to modem day challenges. Perhaps the trou
bles in the White House will be a wake up 
call and bring to the forefront the debate 
about what we have come to be as a moral 
society in this nation. 

The founding fathers of this nation set 
forth the most basic guiding principals that 
have resulted in the most powerful nation 

in the world that stands for freedom and 
basic human rights. If our leaders plant the 
proper monetary and fiscal seeds, the eco
nomic forest will flourish. Ifwe invest our 
resources properly our economic engine 
and way oflife will continue. But we must 
also invest in the moral fabric of our soci
ety and not let the freedoms that we cher
ish also be the source of our destruction. 
We must promote and support the family 
network. We have to teach basic ethics and 
moral values in our schools that are not 
being taught in broken families. We must 
evaluate the extent that some freedoms in 
the powerful airwaves and other commu
nication mediums have had in the molding 
of our society. Wake up America it is time 
to re-evaluate where we have gone as a 
society! 
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THE DAY OF INFAMY - PEARL HARBOR 
DECEMBER 7, 1941 

The story of a Greek-American sailor at Pearl Harbor 
on that historic day 57 years ago. 

The attack came suddenly! 
It was a sharp pain in the lower right 

side which just about doubled him over. 
At first, Petty Officer Elias Kiros thought 
that it would go away. It was probably some 
gas accumulation in his stomach after the 
noon meal at mess. But the discomfort per
sisted all afternoon, finally reaching the 
point where he could not straighten up. 

Elias Kiros had just been promoted to 
petty officer, and was assigned below decks 
to head the engineering section, working 
deep in the bowels of the battleship, the 
U.S.S. ARIZONA. 

He had enlisted in the United States 
Navy in 1938, in the midst of the Great De
pression. There were no jobs available in 
his home town of Ansonia, Connecticut. 
Ansonia was known for its two famous fac
tories which produced shoes and hats. At 
the height of the economic depression, both 
factories had closed. The only source of 
income for the residents of that town and 
for the surrounding area was gone. Elias' 
brother and father were out of work, as were 
all the residents of that town. There was no 
employment available to support the Kiros 

Editor 's Note: 
Dr. George C. Kiriakopoulos is a profes
sor at Columbia University and a contrib
uting Editor to the GREEK AMERICAN 
REVIEW. He is the author of the acclaimed 
"TEN DAYS TO DESTINY" and "THE 
NAZI OCCUPATION OF CRETE." The 
story of Elias Kiros and his experience at 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 is 
adapted from Dr. Kiriakopoulos 'forthcom
ing book" WHEN DUTY WHISPERS 
LOW. "Afourth book entitled, "An Amer
ican Saga" is in progress. 
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By Dr. G. C. KIRIAKOPOULOS I 

The u.s. Arizona blows up. 

family which comprised of the father, 
mother, two brothers and three sisters. 

One day, Elias noted a poster hanging 
outside the main entrance to the local post 
office. The poster bore a picture of Uncle 
San pointing at him. The caption below the 
photograph read: THE U.S. NAVY 
NEEDS YOU! Elias' eyes brightened with 
the thought of enlistment. It was one way 
of bringing money into the family; at the 
moment it seemed as the only way. With
out informing his parents, Elias enlisted for 

a three year period in the U.S. Navy. Little 
did he know at that moment that destiny 
would make him a witness to a very his
toric moment in American history. 

The navy was good to him during those 
days of hard economic times. There was 
always food to eat, and a place to sleep, 
and though the pay was minimal, he always 
sent his allotment home to his family. The 
battleship ARIZONA was home to him 
since his enlistment, and he loved his ship 
as well as he loved his parents and his house 
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back home. 
The duty officer took one look at Elias 

Kiros, doubled over as he was and his face 
wracked in pain, and ordered him to the 
ship's dispensary to see "Doc." The pain 
now had gotten so bad that Elias needed 
help to get there. 

The medical officer pressed his lower 
right groin gently, but when he pulled his 
hand away, Elias let out a groan of pain. 
"Well, Kiros, you've got a hot gut," the 
doctor remarked, "looks like an acute ap
pendix." 

So it was that Petty Officer Elias Kiros 
- "Lou" to his friends - was transferred 
from the U.S.S. ARIZONA to the naval 
base hospital at Pearl Harbor, with an acute 
appendicitis. 

It was late Monday afternoon, Decem
ber 1, 1941. 

Elias Kiros does not recollect what hap
pened next. He had been given a sedative 
to ease his pain. It was strong enough to 
make him so groggy that he could not re
member the transfer from ship to hospital. 
The rest was a blank. When he finally 
awakened the next morning, the severe pain 
was gone except for a dull ache in his low
er right side. When he ran his hand over 
the area he found it to be wrapped under a 
huge bandage. 

"You did OK, sailor!" 
Elias smiled weakly at the stem look

ing navy nurse, while thinking to himself, 
"Where did they find that witch." 

"We'll get you up on your feet in a few 
days, and get you out of here in a week or 
two, if you behave and follow instruc
tions!" 

Elias smiled meekly. He was not per
mitted to get out of bed until Saturday, 
December 6th. It was the first time he was 
allowed to take a meal sitting in a chair, 
and it felt wonderful. The scenery had im
proved somewhat, for the day-shift floor 
nurse was a cute brunette with beautiful 
black hair that stood out in contrast with 
her sparkling white uniform. 

That afternoon, Elias took a short walk 
in his room with the help of an aide for the 
first time since the operation. One window 
of his ward looked out toward Ford Island 
and Pearl City across the harbor. He won
dered what his shipmates had planned for 
their night out on the town. He wished so 
much to be with them tonight. It would be 
like old times. 
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He slowly turned and walked toward the 
other set of windows of the ward which 
had a northern exposure. From this view 
he could look out and see his ship, the 
ARIZONA, anchored in line in what was 
commonly referred to as "Battleship Row." 
She looked grand out there, and he yearned 
to be back on board. God, how he loved 
that ship. 

Suddenly, he felt tired. The effort had 
been too strenuous for him, and he asked 
to be taken back to his bed. He will try it 
again tomorrow. Perhaps some of his ship
mates would come to visit him, it being 
Sunday. 

The next day, Sunday, December 7th, 
dawned with a broken overcast sky. Im
mediately after breakfast, Elias, eased him
self carefully out of bed - this time with
out an aide's help - put on his slippers, 
and looked out the windows near his bed. 
The ships in Pearl Harbor were beginning 
to come to life after the usual Saturday night 
festivities in Pearl City. 

By 7:30 A.M., the sky had cleared. 
Some scattered clouds could be seen aver 
the distant mountains of Oahu. The sun had 
broken through and was now beaming 
down on what Elias thought was the great
est sight in the world, the United States 
Pacific Fleet at anchor. 

From the windows with the northern 
exposure, he could look out at the fleet. 
There to his left front anchored alone was 

the U.S.S. CALIFORNIA. Just beyond, 
tied up in pairs, were the other battleships. 
The southern-most pair of the whole row 
of battleships was the OKLAHOMA, 
moored outboard, next to the MARY
LAND. Anchored behind these two were 
the WEST VIRGINIA on the outer side, 
with the TENNESSEE next to her. And 
there was his ship, the U.S.S. ARIZONA, 
glistening in the morning sun like a grand 
majestic lady. 

Moored outboard ofthe ARIZONA was 
the small repair ship, the VESTAL. Behind 
the ARIZONA, the northern-most ship in 
the row and anchored singly, was the more 
modem battleship, the U.S.S. NEVADA. 

Closer in his view, Elias could see the 
battleship PENNSYLVANIA in drydock 
with two destroyers in front of her. And to 
his right front, from these same windows 
he could see other destroyers and cruisers 
moored in their respective docks. It was a 
beautiful sight of United States sea power. 
It made him so proud to be part of that, 
even ifhe was looking at them from a hos
pital window. 

There was a flurry of activity aboard 
some ofthe ships, as the crews made prep
arations for the morning ceremony ofrais
ing the flag. Petty Officer Kiros pulled up 
a stool and sat. He was going to watch in 
comfort. They were late this morning. He 
glanced at his watch. It read 7:45 A.M. 

The window pane rattled momentarily, 
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Shipping Co. Inc. 
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Ford Island "Battle Ship Row " in Rear - Dec. 7, 1941 

then came the sound. It was the roar of an 
explosion. Elias was startled by it. "Why,?" 
he thought, "do those army engineers have 
to blast so early in the morning, even on 
Sunday?" 

He slowly walked over to the other win
dows from which he could look out on Ford 
Island. There were additional explosions 
that no longer sounded like the engineers 
at work. The other patients in the hospital 
ward also wondered what these explosions 
meant. 

One patient stared out the far window 
and claimed that he saw an airplane fly up 
the channel and it had a red ball on its fu
selage. Another patient, from the cruiser 
HELENA, undisturbed by these repeated 
explosions, explained that it must be Rus
sian, because he had heard a rumor that the 
Russian fleet was going to visit Pearl Har
bor. Perhaps, he explained, that those ex
plosions were army cannon fired in salute. 

"It doesn't sound like cannon fire to 
me," opined an old crusty chief, who con
tinued reading his magazine, ignoring the 
whole commotion. 

Elias stared out toward Ford Island. He 
saw repeated puffs of smoke rising, then a 
big explosion, as an airplane hanger blew 
up amidst fire and smoke. On the street 
below him he saw officers, nurses, and ci
vilians running in all directions. There was 
another explosion as an automobile was 
engulfed in flames. An airplane flew past, 
flying very low, strafing any vehicle in mo
tion. It also had the markings of a red ball 
on its wings. 

"Russians, Hell!" the old crusty chief 
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petty officer shouted, stunned by what he 
just saw! "These are Japs! We're under at
tack! The bastards are bombing us!" 

There was a mad scramble for the win
dows by all the patients that could get out 
of bed. The bombing and strafing was in
creasing in its intensity. 

A squadron of bombers flew over the 
hospital roof, flying low enough so that the 
red balls on the wings were easily distin
guishable. They were heading for the bat
tleships. 

Smoke and flames shot skyward from . 
the hangers and buildings on Ford Island. 
Some PBY seaplanes were burning near the 
water not too far from those flaming hang
ers. The men in the hospital ward watched 
helplessly in silence as their ships were 
being bombed and their shipmates were 
being killed. 

Whereever they looked they saw Japa
nese planes. They filled the sky, flying in 
from all directions. Flames and thick black 
smoke rose to the sky, in many instances 
hindering the view. They saw other Japa
nese aircraft skimming low over the water 
heading toward the battleships. These were 
torpedo planes aiming their missiles at their 
respective targets. 

Tall geysers of water shot upward as 
bombs fell around the ships. 

"Where are our airplanes?" someone in 
the room asked, directing the question to 
no one in particular. 

"Look at the CALIFORNIA!" They 
turned their glances toward that battleship 
in time to see her take a list of more than 
60 degrees. "She's going to turn turtle. 
There she goes!" There was a hint ofa sob 
with the exclamation of disbelief at what 
they were seeing. 

Someone else picked up the same tone. 
"Look at the OKLAHOMA! She's turning 
over. .. she's going!" The battleship OKLA
HOMA, obviously struck by bombs and 
torpedos kept rolling over until her masts 
and superstructure stuck into the muddy 
bottom of the harbor. 

A sailor, who had been operated on the 
day before, left his bed in great obvious 
pain. He held his side as he half-crawled, 
holding on to anything in sight until he 
reached the windows. The other men made 
room for him. He looked in the direction 
where the OKLAHOMA had been moored. 
All he could see was the elliptical bottom 
of her hull, rolling back and forth amidst 
ripples of waves. Tears filled his eyes. 
"That was my ship," he cried. 

Elias Kiros looked on in amazement. He 
could not believe what was happening 
down there in the harbor before his eyes. 
He looked at his watch. It was 8: I o. Scarce
ly twenty-five minutes had passed since he 
last looked at the hour, yet in that short 
space of time, hell had broken loose . 

At that moment, there was a hollow roar 
that came from battleship row. It was fol
lowed by a tremendous "bang!" The U.S.S. 
ARIZONA had blown up. 

The concussion blew out all the win
dows on the northern side of the hospital 
building, injuring the onlookers. Those 
patients watching the attack from these 
windows were knocked off their feet, with 
flying glass digging into their eyes and face. 
They fell to the floor screaming with pain. 
The windows on the western side of the 
ward, where Elias now stood, rattled and 
cracked from the force of the explosion. 

Elias Kiros hobbled as fast as he could 
to the northern windows. What he saw 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • 

brought grief to his heart and tears to his 
eyes. A tremendous ball of fire with thick 
black clouds of smoke rose hundreds offeet 
above the broken superstructure ofthe bat
tleship. It lay submerged below the surface, 
like a wounded animal, its deck awash with 
flaming oil. 

Kiros stared at what once had been the 
U.S.S. ARIZONA - his home for the past 
three years. His face broke into a mournful 
grimace, and for the first time in his life, 
tears rolled down his cheeks. 

"My ship ... My ship ... My ship ... " he 
kept saying over and over again. "My bud
dies ... my shipmates ... my ship ... " he re
peated incoherently. Then he broke into 
paroxysms of sobbing. 

He did not know it at that moment, but 
that single searing blast killed instantly all 
the men in his section below decks. Over 
one thousand of his shipmates died in that 
instant when the ARIZONA blew up. 
Among the dead were the admiral and the 
ship ' s skipper. 

Petty Officer Elias Kiros sat on the floor 
in front of those windows, rocking back 
and forth, oblivious as to what else was 
happening out there in the harbor. He 
rocked back and forth, sobbing and cry
ing, repeating over and over again, " ... my 
shipmates ... my ship .. . they're gone! " 

Pearl Harbor Day-December 7, 1941 
- was a tragic day of infamy that Petty 
Officer Elias Kiros would never forget for 
the rest of his life. 
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On the Cutting Edge 
Teaneck Surgeon George Christoudias Develops 

the Tools of the Laparoscopic Trade 

Dr. George Christoudias leads a double 
life. As a general surgeon at Holy Name 
Hospital in Teaneck, he repairs hernias and 
removes gallbladders. Like many surgeons, 
he uses laparoscopic technology, operat
ing through small incisions, with his field 
of vision magnified and projected on a tele
vision screen. 

As an inventor, Christoudias is constant
ly testing ideas for surgical tools. He's al
ready patented four instruments that allow 
laparoscopic surgeons to operate with more 
precision in less time, and two more pat
ents are pending. The instruments serve 
several functions at once, making them the 
operating room equivalent of multitasking. 

As high technology continues to shape 
medical treatment, the surgeon's inventions 
are comparatively low-tech. They don't 
need computer programs to work, but they 
do need the manual skills of a surgeon guid
ed by video images on a two-dimensional 
screen. 

But as pressures to streamline health 
care continue to mount, Christoudias fig
ures that his instruments will be valuable. 
They can expedite many procedures, mak
ing them shorter of less discomfort to pa
tients. Shorter operations are also cheaper. 
Already, some surgeries that required sev
eral days of hospitalization can be done on 
a same-day basis, with the patient dis
charged just hours after the procedure. 

Kip Marlow, president of Marlow Sur
gical Technologies Inc., said Christoudias' 
tissue approximator alone signifies a "home 
run" for laparoscopic surgery. 

"He has come up with a way to make it 
easier to do suturing interabdominally and 
do it in less time," said Marlow. "It's cer
tainly good for the patient, and in the oper
ating room, surgery charges are huge. So 
the shorter the time, the better off you are." 

Marlow, whose Willoughby, 
Ohio-based company develops and markets 
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laparoscopic instruments 
for gynecological and gen
eral surgery, said many of 
these operating instru
ments are developed by 
doctors. In the case of 
Christoudias' tissue ap
proximator, Marlow said it 
should facilitate hernia re
pairs and surgical treat
ment of fibroid tumors. 

"My goal in the next 
three or four years is to 
have one of these instru
ments in every hospital 
that does laparoscopic sur
gery," he said. The instru
ment is priced at between 
$700 and $800. 

Marlow's company is 
also evaluating another of 
Christoudias' inventions, the endodis
sector, which performs several tasks at the 
surgery site, including irrigation and the 
removal of smoke produced by tissue cau
terization. 

Twenty years ago, when laparoscopic 
surgery was in its infancy, there were no 
cameras or video monitors. "You just had 
a tube through which you were looking. 
You could not do any real surgery," Chris
toudias said. 

But video technology, which took off 
in the late 1980s, revolutionized the field. 
The first laparoscopic cholecystectomy, or 
rem'oval of the gallbladder, was performed 
in France in 1987. As soon as the technique 
come to the United States, "it caught on 
like wildfire," he said. 

Christoudias believes the laparoscopic 
approach, which already has reshaped how 
a lot of surgical procedures are done, is here 
to stay. Operations that used to require large 
incisions can be done with very small ones. 
The approach benefits from new in-

struments that can fulfill several functions 
simultaneously while the surgeon watches 
the video monitors. 

Christoudias said he has been able to 
combine his surgical skills and interest in 
engineering to develop his ideas. "I like 
challenges," said the Cyprus-born surgeon, 
who went to medical school in Athens, 
Greece. "I can think in three dimensions." 

To translate his ideas, he begins with 
models that he makes at home or has built 
by a machinist. Sometimes a gadget as sim
ple as a box cutter helps the idea take shape. 
Then he finds a company to manufacture 
the device, 

One of the devices, his inflatable retrac
tor, or "soft wand," has been on the market 
for three years. Sales were slow in the be
ginning, but they've picked up, he said. The 
device, a wand with an inflatable cushion 
on the tip, allows the surgeon to probe inter
nal organs with less trauma to the patient 
than conventional instruments. 

Glenn Stahl, senior vice president for 
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strategic development at Cabot Medical, a 
division ofCircon Corp. in Santa Barbara, 
Calif. , said the reception so far for the soft 
wand has been good. The disposable in
strument, which Cabot Medical is produc
ing and marketing, is better suited to cer
tain specialized surgical tasks because it is 
gentler on internal organs. 

Stahl said Circon, a leading manufac
turer of instruments for minimally invasive 
surgery, says doctors sometimes ask the 
company to develop an instrument. In the 
case of Dr. Christoudias, he is an inventor 
as well as a doctor. He brought us a proto
type. 

"The tissue approximator, which Chris
toudias patented last year, allows the sur
geon to close a wound with a single instru
ment. A video that he produced illustrates 
his point. Instead of two separate tools to 
bring tissues together, the single instrument 
can be manipulated to do the job. 

His latest instrument, the endodissector, 
is a tube that can be fitted with gauze heads 
of various sizes, as well as a dissector. It 
also can be hooked up to a cauterizing de
vice. The endodissector is awaiting two pat
ents. 

A video that Christoudias produced 
about the device illustrates how it can irri
gate a surgical site, then clear away fluid, 
and finally channel away smoke, a com
mon byproduct of the cauterizing process. 

The video has been accepted for screen
ing at a December meeting in Florida of 
the Society of Laparoendoscopic Surgeons, 
he said. 

Ironically, Christoudias has found an
other high-tech device, the laser beam, to 
be unsuitable in abdominal laparoscopic 
surgery. He prefers traditional tools like the 
electrocautery to cauterize tissue, because 
they take less time. What has made the dif
ference, he said, is designing tools that 
work best when the surgeon is depending 
on a video monitor, rather than the naked 
eye, to accomplish the goal of a surgical 
procedure. 
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A Proud Ohio Greek-American 
Reveres Church, Homeland 
Mr. George Chimblis Speaks on the Problems in our Church 

"The Church was, is and always will be 
the greatest protector of me and my fami
ly. When I go to Church every Sunday I 
feel relieved. The Church is the visible sign 
of unity of our Omogenia," says Ohio busi
nessman and philanthropist George Chim
pies as he turns to look at a picture of Ecu
menical Patriarch Athenagoras which dec
orates his office. 

Following the classic odyssey of many 
a Greek immigrant, Chimples found his 
way to Cleveland decades ago from his 
birthplace, the town of Kardamila in the 
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Aegean island of Chi os. He was born there 
on October 23, 1918 and he still gets emo
tional every time his memory or his body 
lead him there. Kardamila holds the unof
ficial record of having produced the most 
shipowners and seafarers of any other mu
nicipality on earth and Chimples was not 
to be the exception. As late as 1980, he was 
the owner of a fleet of 15 ships. "I like the 
sea," he said simply. 

Nowadays his office is located in the 
three-story building of his company, 
AMAC. Under the same roof, AMAC hosts 
seven different branches that make it the 
fifth-largest finisher of metals in the U.S. 
with a daily production of over a million 
pounds. It has its own fleet of trucks that 
transport its finished products to 26 states. 

Chimples started his career in the Unit
ed States as a worker in a small steel work
shop owned by his uncles, the brother of 
his mother, and five years later he started 
his own business in a parallel field - so as 
not to compete directly with his relatives. 
"I glorify God every day for sending me 
and my family to this blessed country," he 
says but he admits that he cannot forget the 
land of his birth which he visits at least 
twice a year. 

"Although I became an American citi
zen in 1951 and I love and respect Ameri
ca with all my heart, Greece still remains 
my country. I feel very happy every time I 
visit my island, Chi os," Chimples said. His 
four children go to Greece frequently since 
1953 and they speak Greek fairly well. 
"Our children, and our grandchildren, as 
well as our daughters- and sons-in-law love 
Greece very much," says Chimples. But the 
fact that Greek Americans have not been 
able to establish a strong Greek lobby in 

America "for the promotion of the nation
al and financial interests of our mother 
Hellas, the same way the Israelis did," is a 
source of disappointment for Chimples. 
The source of his greatest happiness and 
pride, he says, is "the fact that my wife Ja
net and I managed to raise a family of 18 
members; children, in-laws and grandchil
dren all Orthodox in faith, happy, healthy, 
well established, but above all, loving one 
another and united." Two of his grandsons 
are Harvard graduates and, at the age of 
26, are well on their way to the top of their 
professions. His son Constantine was re
cently elected head of the Commerce Ex
change Bank of which his father is a found
ing member. But still, after an eventful life, 
Chimples still regards his marriage to his 
wife, loanna, as the happiest moment of 
his life. 

Chimples has served the Church proudly 
and faithfully for more than half a century 
and he brims with joy as he remembers the 
erection of S.S. Constantine and Helen in 
Cleveland. He also cherishes his long 
friendship with Archbishop Iakovos. He 
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talks about the Church with reverence, but 
when asked about the current strife within 
its ranks his face takes a serious, sad look. 

"The situation in our Church in the last 
two years unfortunately is not going well 
and that has to be stopped," Chimples said. 
"I never wish to be critical of anybody be
cause it is totally un-Christian. But I think 
that the Patriarchate should have appoint
ed as successor of Iakovos a hierarch with 
deep knowledge of American life, mind 
and administration. I think that this present 
selection was a mistake." Chimples says 
he respects and loves the Ecumenical Pa
triarchate and for decades has proved his 
support for it in many ways. 

Today, however, he feels that "the Bish
ops and the Archbishops must be elected 
by our Synod of America. I would prefer 
to see the Patriarchate as a beacon of the 
entire Orthodoxy and not to get involved 
with the administrative issues of various 
countries. The Patriarchate should rather re
main a symbol of the spiritual and religious 
power of all the Orthodox," he says. He 
explains that GOAL is manned by serious 
and dedicated people and has undertaken 
some noble tasks which is the reason he 

joined its ranks : "All the members of 
GOAL that I have personally met are ded
icated Greek Orthodox people with deeply 
rooted Christian convictions. Most of them 
served in the past as presidents of their par
ish councils, as members of the Archdioc
esan Council, as members of Leadership 
100, a lot of them are Archons of the Ecu
menical Patriarchate, they are genuine 
Greek Orthodox people. Therefore all the 
accusations against them that came even 
from some official lips show misjudgment 
and provoke misunderstandings and dan
gerous divisions, Chimples says. He said 
of GOAL that "it is very well organized 
and very powerful morally as well as fi
nancially. It is not an association and does 
not intend to compete with any organiza
tion. Its main purpose is to proclaim the 
truth and to inform the Orthodox people in 
America. The desire of all of us is to see 
the Archdiocese along with its institutions 
to function again in proper manner, and to 
continue within the same framework of 
success that Archbishops Athenagoras, 
Michael and lakovos had created for the 
last 50 years. Two years ago our Church 
was the most vibrant, the most alive, the 

most organized Orthodox Church, but 
now ... " 

Last February Chimples addressed a 
personal letter to Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomaios, in which he tried to ex
plain to the Patriarch that the church in 
America is disintegrating and asked the 
Patriarch to intervene. His letter went un
answered: "I do not know why the Patri
arch never responded," Chimples says. 

"My letter was written with love and re
spect and personal interest for the Patriarch
ate as well as for the Archdiocese. [Its pur
pose] was to express concern about the 
unity of our Church in America." 

Ofthe Metropolitans and the priests who 
recently decided to express their concerns 
publicly, Chimples said that "they won the 
respect and admiration of all Greek Ortho
dox Christians all across the country." He 
insists that the current crisis "must come 
to an end, otherwise it is going to cause a 
great deal of damage to the Patriarchate, 
the Archdiocese and to local communities 
with uncontrolled divisions. It is up to the 
Patriarch to correct this problem, by ap
pointing a man with ethos and knowledge 
of the realities of the Greek Orthodox 
Church in America. 
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F oeus on the Arts 

When it comes down to it, we're all people: Greeks and Turks, Muslims and Jews, 
Blacks and Whites, Democrats and Republicans. In spite of our every effort to change 
that fact, there is an underlying humanity in all of us. God made it that way (what a 
devil, right?). If we diverge along specific lines in the areas of politics, religion and 
interpretation of history, certainly those lines converge, blur, and begin to disappear 
when it comes to the arts. The same piece of music will stir both a Greek and a Turk to 
dance, cry or sing along; the same stage performance will invoke both a Muslim and a 
Jew to laugh, shout or feel a sense of loss; the same book will move both a Black man 
and a White man to imagine, think or debate; and the same film will shock, entertain or 
affect both a Democrat and Republican. Individual reactions to a piece of art, of course, 
are specific to the individual, but the fact that art does effect us all in some way or 
another is pretty much universal. 

So here, in these pages of the Greek American Review, we will take a monthly look at 
what is going on in the arts scene regarding Greeks throughout the world. Hopefully, as 
a community, we will support those artistic endeavors, and share them with our non
Greek neighbors and friends . What better means to achieve justice in Cyprus, protect 
the rights of the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul, and safeguard Greece's territorial 
integrity than to form bonds with non-Greeks through our collective art? When history 
is written, the fall of the Eastern bloc will not only be credited to US diplomacy and 
military build up, but to the infiltration of American cinema, rock and roll, and popular 
culture, which young Soviets, East Germans and Slovaks turned into an underground 
movement all their own. 

Music 

Thanos Mikroutsikos: Slow Motion, 
Concerto for Guitar and Orchestra, and 
The Hell of a Season, EMI, 1998. 

Greece's former Culture Minister de
parts from his interpretations ofKavvadias 
poems and contemporary artistic efforts to 
return to his classical roots in this stunning, 
elegant trio of works. The first, Slow Mo
tion, is a piece for string orchestra per
formed by the La Camerata Friends ofMu
sic Orchestra under the baton of Alexandre 

DECEMBER, 1998 

Myrat. La Camerata, of course, houses it
self at the Megaron Concert Hall of Ath
ens. Written in 1990, Slow Motion is an ex
traordinary piece with broad, deliberate 
sweeps that form an acoustic cocoon 
around the careful listener, transforming 
him or her, in some way, from "caterpil
lar" to "butterfly." 

Concerto for Guitar and Orchestra 
(1992) is a three part work performed here 
by the Cordoba Orchestra under Leo Brou
wer. Kostas Kotsiolis, however, commands 
the spotlight with supple thrusts and par
ries on classical guitar. Unlike the ethereal 
first entry, Concerto comes off like a nar
rative, with hair raising moments of alarm 
and frenzy. 

The Hell of a Season (1989), which clos
es the set, is a monumental work commis
sioned for the 200th anniversary of the 
French Revolution. Like the previous two 
pieces, it is recorded at the Megaron 
Mousikis, this time by the Armenian Phil
harmonic Orchestra under the direction of 
Loris Tjeknavorian. 

Though best known in Greece for his 
popular work with artists like Giorgos 
Dalaras and Dimitris Mitropanos, Thanos 
Mikroutsikos has been a highly regarded 

By CONSTANTINE N. KOLITSAS 

Camarata Orchestra 

symphonic composer throughout Europe 
for the better part of twenty years. These 
three are a sampling oithe works that have 
earned him that reputation. 

Kiki Dimoula and Thanos Mikrout
sikos: Stin Anga/ia tis Akris (In the Edge's 
Embrace), EMIlHis Master's Voice, 1998. 

This sober, haunting collection features 
affective readings by poet Kiki Dimoula 
from her various works. Between readings 
Thanos Mikroutsikos creates atmosphere 
and moods with brief, original sketches on 
piano. The blend of music and spoken word 
is gracefully executed, with both motif and 
verse striking an emotional nerve. 

Dimoula's poetry is unflinchingly forth
right. In one of the collection's most grip
ping pieces she confirms her life as she con
fronts old age: "I walk and night falls , 1 
make decisions and nightfalls, No, I'm not 
sad. .. 1 know a little about everything, the 
names of all the flowers, and when they 
wither .. . " 

Nikos Touliatos: Duos, EMIIHis Mas
ter's Voice, 1998. 

Percussionist Nikos Touliatos is teamed 
with nine exceptional musicians for this en
gaging set of instrumental duets. While 
some pieces sound like formal composi
tions, the majority of the disc is dedicated 
to improvisation. Following paths laid 
down by musicians Pat Metheny and Mick
ey Hart, Touliatos creates rhythmic edific
es from which his collaborators can expand 
melodically. The list of participating art
ists includes David Lynch (tenor sax), 
Takis Farazis (keyboards), Ross Daly 
(Constantinopolitan lyre), Shankarlal (ta-
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bias), Andreas Georgiou (guitar) and Va
sitis Soukas (clarinet). Highlights include 
"Memory V" with Daly, a ghostly lament; 
and "Memory X" with Soukas, a soulful 
soundscape with penetrating demotic pre
tenses. 

Various Artists: Emis 1 Ellines (We 
Greeks), EMIICapitol, 1997. 

"Thee mou na tous edines, pote na mi 
tous elines, tous Ellines (God, tie them up, 
never to release them, those Greeks." Mu
sicologistlhistorian Kostas Hatzidoulis has 
put together this outstanding set of music, 
satire and nostalgia that features artistic 
leader Giorgos Dalaras as well as Mihalis 
Dimitriadis, Despoina Olympiou, Nikos 
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Iakovidis, Voula Gkika, Nikos Karaniko
las, Erofili, Spyros Papadopoulos and pop
ular comedian Lakis Lazopoulos. 

The effort mixes original songs with an
ecdotal ones from bygone days, with its fre
quent rebetic (and neo-rebetic) moments 
among the highlights. In fact, "Pro i- Vradi 
(Morning and Night)," "Kalytero Den Ehi 
(There's Nothing Better)" and "Nichteri
no II (Second Nocturne) " reflect some of 
the best new entries in the rebetic idiom to 

surface in years. Sensitive, reverential 
(acoustic) arrangements by Spyros Ioanni
dis (who also wrote music for three of these 
songs) buoy the fine entries. 

Erofili: Pame Yia to Yiaho Vaho (Let's 
Go to Yiaho Vaho), E2, 1998. 

"Pame Yia to Yiaho Vaho" gathers re
betic covers, neo-rebetic compositions and 
vintage popular Greek songs, set to creative 
arrangements and performed by Erofiti, a 
talented young singer whose voice com
bines the eroticism ofEleftheria Arvanita
ki and the perky earthiness of Glykeria. 

The . under the di-
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rection of rebetic author/chronicler Kostas 
Hatzidoulis, whose keen insights into the 
form bring out the spiritual nature of the 
music, allowing the musicians to deviate 
from the purist approach while maintain
ing the appropriate expressive elements. 
His historian's perspective is evidenced by 
the interesting footnotes and wonderful ar
chival clips and photographs included in 
the liner notes. 
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Some of the standouts from this affect
ing work include "F eggarovradia" (Moon
lit Night), a neo-rebetic waltz featuring 
mandolin and woodwinds; "San Prosefchi 
(Like a Prayer)," a laiko from the 60s whose 
first verse is performed to a haunting min
imalist arrangement for acoustic guitars
one of which plucks out the lead on the bass 
strings; and "Ena Paramythi tis Yiayias 
(One of Grandmother's Tales)" with a hyp
notic tzouras lead and laid back tsiftetelli 
~hm. . , 
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Gates of Fire by Steven Pressfield, Dou
bleday, 1998. 

The epic bat
tle ofThermopy
lae is recreated in 
this recently re
leased historical 
novel by Steven 
Pressfield. In it, 
Pressfield retells 
the heroic tale of 
Leonidas and his 
300 Spartan sol
diers who held 
Xerxes's army of millions at bay for seven 
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days. Refusing the Persian order to lay 
down arms, Leonidas - whose reply was 
"Molon labe - Come and get them" - led 
his men to their deaths as the Persian ar
rows blocked out the sun. Their heroism, 
however, afforded the Greeks enough time 
to raise arms and gather troops, eventually 
defeating the invading Persians. 

The Ancient City: Life in Classical Ath
ens and Rome, by Peter Connolly and Ha
zel Dodge, Oxford University Press, 1998. 

The Ancient City is a beautifully illus
trated resource that dissects all aspects of 
life in ancient Greece and Rome. From re
ligion to government, and from architec
ture to the arts, the 250 plus pages are filled 
with facts, descriptions and maps that elo
quently convey the era in question. Athe
nians attended religious sacrifices where 
the ololuge (ritual screams) of the women 
could be heard throughout the polis; 
shopped in the agora where kapeloi (mid
dle men) marketed goods purchased from 
growers, workshops and factories; and held 
male-only symposions (or drinking parties) 
where men played kottabos (a drinking 
game) and took in entertainment by musi
cians and acrobats . 

The Collected Poems oJOdysseus Ely
tis translated by Jeffrey Carson and Nikos 
Sarris, Johns Hopkins Press, 1997. 

All of the poems of the late Greek No
bel laureate Odysseus Elytis are presented 
in this ambitious 600 page volume. To Ax
ion Esti, Maria Nephele and 0 Bios 0 Ilia
toras (Sun The First) are among the incred
ible works tackled by translators Jeffery 
Carson and Nikos Sarris. In 1979 the Swed-

ish Academy, in awarding him the Nobel 
Prize for Literature, cited Elytis "for his po
etry, which, against the background of 
Greek tradition, depicts with sensuous 
strength and intellectual clearsightedness 
modem man's struggle for freedom and 
creativeness." The book concludes with a 
short set of open papers from the pen of 
Ely tis - illuminating thoughts and essays
in-miniature that provide straightforward 
glimpses into the poet's mind - as well as a 
translation of his Nobel address and a brief 
chronology of his life and achievements. 

Nike: A 
Romance, by 
Nicholas Flo
kos Hough
ton Mifflin, 
192pp. ISBN 
0-395-88396-2 

Poet/Story 
teller Nicho
las Flokos's 
new novel 
takes readers 
on a literary 
trip to Samo
thrace, where 
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ancient history is as relevant to the natives 
as are the dayOls headlines, and where a 
collective destiny is anchored to a marble 
carving called "Victory." 

Nike, by first time novelist Nicholas Flo
kos, is an endearing portrait of a hapless 
Greek islander obsessed with the notion of 
repatriating his home's cultural legacy, the 
Nike of Sa moth race, which was unearthed 
and spirited away to the Louvre by French 
archaeologist Champoiseau in the mid 19th 
century. Flokos's unflinching depiction of 
rural Greek life - complete with its idio
syncrasies, fatalism and preoccupation with 
its place in history - is the perfect setting 
where the author's wit, sense of humor, and 
love for words (both English and Greek) 

are left to wreak a wonderful havoc. Rem
iniscent of the works of Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, Nike revels in the absurd, paint
ing its protagonist, Photi Anthropotis (Light 
for Mankind), in shade of melancholy, des
peration, quiet dignity and valor, as he has 
he overcomes his defeats to live up to his 
life's purpose: epanapatrismos (repatria
tion) ofthe celebrated statue. 

The characters that appear throughout 
the novel are rich qnd colorful: Pindaros 
Anthropotis, Photi 's father, abandons his 
son to marry the youngeds third (and seem
ingly final) bridal prospect, whom he 
whisks off to America; Susanna Rigas, a 
Greek-American PBS documentary film
maker, is a dominatrix who dupes Photi 
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leads the way 

into a harebrained scheme to hi-jack the 
real Nike from the Louvre by switching it 
with the plaster-of-Paris copy the French 
placed on the findspot; and Gabrielle is a 
desperate French museum guard who falls 
for the plotts ill-fated hero. 

But in spite of the lively folk who pop
ulate Flokos's pages, the star of the novel 
is Nike herself. The subject ofPhotits idol 
worship, this headless and armless relic 
may be the timeless embodiment of victo
ry and grace for the world, but to the Light 
of Mankind, she is a true goddess. Through 
her, Photi attempts to substantiate his own 
existence, and, by inference, that of his is
land and its people. 

Flokos's writing is crisp, animated and 
fluid from start to finish. With a c1assist's 
sense of drama, he embarks his readers on 
ajourney where realities and ideals- blur
for both the characters and those follow
ing their exploits. And although tragedy is 
never far beneath the storyts comic veneer, 
the book in humorous passages elicit alter
nating hushed chuckles and outright belly 
laughs. 

While Nike is an obvious work of fic
tion, the real notion of epanapatrismos is 
not. Throughout the noveIns pages read
ers come to understand the significance of 
repatriating a peopleins cultural legacies 
from the hands of raiders and purchasers 
who inappropriately retain possession of 
important artifacts. 

In addition to the Nike held hostage in 
France, the Parthenon Marbles remain in 
England (in spite of international calls for 
their return to Greece), important Byzan
tine icons and works are systematically 
(and illegally) removed from churches and 
monasteries in the occupied north of Cy
prus, and the recently resurfaced 
Archimedes palimpsest was sold to a pri-
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Greek-Americans in Review 

STEVE G. YEONAS, SR. RECEIVES 
FIRST CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

AWARD 

Steve G. Yeonas, Sr. of Arlington, VA 
is the recipient of the St. Theodore Parish 
(Lanham, MD) newly established Annual 
Christian Service A ward to a Greek Amer
ican of the Washington, DC Metropolitan 
area who has done the most for the Greek 
Orthodox faith. Mr. Yeonas has been a lead
er in Washington area real estate for five 
decades. A United States Army veteran, he 
began his career in construction immedi
ately after the war. He founded and served 
as president of the Yeonas Company. the 
largest builder of new homes in the Wash
ington metropolitan area for many years . 

Mr. Yeonas is a graduate of the Ameri
can University and the Columbus School 
of Law of the Catholic University of Amer
ica. He has been the recipient of numerous 
professional and civic awards, has served 
on the Board of Directors of Washington 
Gas Light Company, serves as a director 
emeritus of the Board of Washington Mu
tual Investors Fund, and is a trustee emeri
tus of the American Funds Tax Exempt 
Series 1. He is a member of the St. Sophia 
Cathedral in the nation's capital and of the 
Archdiocesan Leadership 100 Endowment 
Program. In 1995, while in Constantinople 
for a meeting of the Chief Executives Or
ganization, Mr.Yeonas visited with Ecu
menical Patriarch Bartholomew and assist
ed in the financing the building ofSt. Cathe
rine's Church. He was named an Archon 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 1996. 
Stephen and Thelma (Stathopoulos) Yeo
nas were married in 1949. They are the 
parents of Stephanie and Stephen, Jr. 

Jr. PANAGIOTIS TEAM LEAD 
SURFERS TO VICTORY 

The father and daughter team of Peter 
and Tricia Panagiotis of Pawtucket, RI, led 
the New England team to victory at the 
1998 Eastern Surfing Association East 
Coast Surfing Championships Northeast 
Surf-Offs. The duo scored in a combined 
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total of six finals to lead the New England 
team. The Panagiotis family had an out
standing outing in the big surf. Tricia surfed 
into two finals, finishing a close second. 
She also took a fourth place in the Wom
en's Longboard Final, finishing the best out 
of the Rhode Island contingent. Peter ad
vanced into four finals, taking runner-up 
in the "Ironman" division. 

VERONIS COUPLE RECOGNIZED 
BY CHURCH WORLD SERVICES 

Fr. Alexander Veronis and Presbytera 
Pearl of Lancaster, PA, were honored by 
Church World Service for their quarter of 
a century service coordinating Lancaster's 
CROP Walk of Hunger which helps feed 
the hungry through this Christian outreach 
program. They were recognized for their 
years of "faithful service in alleviating hun
ger and human suffering in the name of 
Christ." 

Father Alexander and Presbytera Pearl 
have formed a partnership with Church 
World Service and started The Father Al
exander and Pearl Veronis Fund for Hun
ger, an on-going endowment to guarantee 
a future with food for every person through 
CROP, Church World Service. 

JOHN HALACHIS' NOVEL 
IS ONLINE 

John Halachis of Framingham, MA gas 
published a coming of age story as a virtu
al book. Birds Got to Fly is available world
wide on the Internet. (Virtual books are 
books that can be downloaded from the 
Web on data files; they are not traditional 
looking books). The novel is an account of 
a youth in transition and is available from 
the 1st Books Library, the world's leading 
distributor of virtual books.http: // 
www.istbokks.com). 

John Halachis, a Harvard graduate, is a 
retired United States Air Force Lieutenant 
Colonel. His career was divided between 
flying as a weapons officer/navigator in F-
4s and working in the field of human intel
ligence, where he served on assignments 

By Sophia Nibi 

in Germany, Greece and Vietnam. 

FR.HEROPOULOSNAMED 
DETROIT CHANCELLOR 

Archbishop Spyridon announced the 
appointment of the Very Rev. Archiman
drite John A. Heropoulos as chancellor of 
the Diocese of Detroit, effective January 
1, 1999. Fr. Heropoulos served as Director 
of the Office of the Archbishop from Au
gust 1996, when he arrived in Venice, Ita
ly to assist in the transition of newly elect
ed Archbishop Spyrido to America, until 
October 1, 1998 when he left to pursue an 
educational sabbatical. 

Fr. Heropoulos, a Massachusetts native, 
is a graduate of Hellenic College-Holy 
Cross. Following graduation in 1989, he 
was Deacon to Archbishop Iakovos for five 
years. He was then assigned as an assis
tant Priest at the St. Nicholas Parish in 
Flushing, NY. He then followed by one 
year as the Priest of the St. Paraskevi Par
ish in Greenlawn, NY. 

N. C. THEODOROU 
PARTNER OF LAW FIRM 

Nicholas C. Theodorou, partner at Fo
ley, Hoag and Eliot LLP, has been named 
marketing partner of the firm. He will over
see the firm's marketing efforts, including 
firm-wide strategic planning, client devel
opment activities, practice group develop
ment and community involvement. Mr. 
Theodorou earned a bachelor of arts de
gree, summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, 
from Dartmouth College in 1979 and a Ju
ris Doctor degree from the University of 
Chicago Law School in 1982. He has rep
resented major corporations and prominent 
individuals investigated for and charged 
with civil, criminal and regulatory offens
es. 

Prior to joining Foley, Hoag and Eliot 
in 1990, Mr. Theodorou was an Assistant 
United States Attorney in the U.S. Attor
ney's Office for the District of Massachu
setts. In that capacity, he maintained ajury 
trial practice of federal criminal and civil 
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cases including the prosecution of mail, 
wire, bank, securities and other financial 
fraud; environmental crime and civil en
forcement, and the defense of complex tort 
cases. He is a frequent author on corporate 
compliance and whitecollar criminal law; 
has lectured on federal civil litigation at 
Harvard Law School and at the U.S. De
partment of Justice; and has participated 
in several continuing legal education pro
grams dealing with issues in corporate com
pliance, corporate criminal law and com
plex investigations. Mr. Theodorou is a 
member of the Boston, Massachusetts 
American and Hellenic Bar Association. 
He is a member of the Parish Council at 
the Sts. Constantine and Helen Parish in 
Andover, MA. 

BISHOP GEORGE OF KOMANON 
P.R. CHIEF-WASHINGTON, DC 

Archbishop Spyridon announced the 
appointment of Bishop George of Ko
manon to head up the Office of Public Af
fairs in the Washington, DC Metropolitan 
region. Recently, Bishop George accom
panied Archbishop Spyridon on his offi
cial visit to the Capital where he met with 
officials at the White House and State De
partment to press for cause of the Theo
logical School ofHalki. Bishop George will 
set up an office that will follow the issues 
of religious freedom and human rights 
through contacts with government agen
cies, as well as help to facilitate the work 
of the Archbishop in Washington. 

Bishop George Papaioannou was the 
priest of the St. George Greek Orthodox 
Church in Bethesda, MD for 27 years. A 
native of Prod rom os, Thebes (Greece), he 
has been a clergyman of the Greek Ortho
dox Archdiocese since 1958. A widower, 
the Bishop, with his late Presbytera Maria, 
has three married daughters and six grand
children. 

LEON MARINAKOS LECTURED 
ON GREEK WOMEN 

Leon Marinakos of Chicago, IL gave an 
illustrated lecture on Greek Women: Mus
ings on Antecedents and Realities, at a com
bined program of the Greek Women's Uni
versity Club, the Hellenic Link Midwest 
and the Cultural & Arts Program of Greek 
American Community Service in Chicago. 
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His lecture centered not only on the dis
tinctiveness of being female, but also on 
the special characteristics of the Greek 
American women who are endowed with 
a rich cultural heritage which has influ
enced their thoughts and actions. Leon 
Marinakos is the honorary cultural attache 
of the Consulate of Greece in Chicago. He 
is a lecturer whose activities are rooted in 
his enthusiasm of Greek heritage, history 
and culture and their impact and relevance. 
He has lectured at the Art Institute of Chi
cago on artistic, architectural and histori
cal themes of Greek antiquity, the Byzan
tine world and Greek Americana. He has 
served as president of the Classical Arts 
Society at the Art Institute. 

LATCHIS THEATER CELEBRATES 
FILM AND THE ARTS IN STYLE 

Spero Latchis of Brattleboro, VT, is 
proud of the town's historic theater, built 
in 1938 and boasting 1200 seats and a 48-
foot screen, one of the largest movie 
screens in New England. Earlier this fall, 
Mr. Latchis who wanted to celebrate film 
and the arts, welcomed the National Film 
Registry Tour which projected 21 restored 
American classic films on his theater's 
large screen. 

In 1901, Demetrius Latchis settled in 
Brattleboro because the area's hills and riv
ers reminded him of Greece. At the time of 
his death in 1932, the family had a suc
cessful business running 14 movie theaters 
throughout New England. In his memory, 
his sons commissioned a 1200 seat theater 
on Main Street and spent $500,000 to build 
an auditorium that evoked Arcadia, their 
father's birthplace. The Latchis theater is 
an historic landmark not only in Brattle
boro but in the country. Spero Latchis is 
considering turning part ofthe theater into 
a nonprofit venture to promote film and the 
arts, making it possible to bring more film 
festivals to the town and more film lovers 
into his unique family theater. 

FR. COSTA SITARAS WILL SERVE 
AT ST. BASIL'S ACADEMY 

Archbishop Spyridon announced the 
appointment ofFr. Costa Sitaras as Direc
tor ofSt. Basil Academy in Garrison, NY, 
a position he held from 1980-84, effective 
December 1, 1998. Fr. Sitaras has served 

the Archdiocese in several capacities since 
his graduation from Holy Cross in 1971. 
In the summer of 1972 he was named as
sistant director oflonian Village in Greece. 
He served as the Priest of the Holy Apos
tles Parish in Duluth, MN from 1972-74. 
From 1974 till 1986 he was executive di
rector of the Ionian Village and concurrent
ly, from 1979-81 director of the National 
Youth Office. 

In 1984, Fr. Sitaras assumed responsi
bility for the Office of Stewardship Minis
try and the LOGOS program, a position he 
held till 1996 when he was assigned to the 
Church of Our Saviour Parish in Rye, NY. 
He also headed the Clergy Benefits office 
of the Archdiocese from 1988 till 1994. Fr. 
Costa was born in Baltimore, MD. He and 
Presbytera Georgia are the parents of Ba
sil, a freshman at theUniversity of Roches
ter, NY. 

CAMBRIDGE HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTS JAMES N. ELIOS 

James N. Elios, now enjoying retirement 
in Florida, was inducted into the Cam
bridge, MA Alumni association Hall of 
Fame, honoring his achievements as a foot
ball star. He attended Rindge Technical 
School, Class of 1951. In his freshman year, 
he played varsity football; as a sophomore 
he was selected to the All Cambridge 
Teach; in his senior year he was selected 
co-captain and captain of the Cambridge 
All-Star Team. In addition to having a suc
cessful and outstanding football career in 
high school, he als6 excelled in basketball 
and track. After graduating from Rindge, 
he joined the Air Force during the Korean 
conflict. Stationed at Bolling AFB, he con
tinued his football career, playing success
fully with some of the best football talent 
in the country. When he left the Air Force 
in 1956 he went to George Washington 
University where he continued to excel in 
football. He was the first player of Hellen
ic descent to play in the Sun Bowl. Due to 
family responsibilities, he cut his football 
career short, continuing,however, to ex
press his love for the game by coaching 
underprivileged children in the Washing
ton, DC area. 
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PETER KOURMOLIS HONORED 
BY TAMPA, FL. COMMUNITY 

Peter Kounnolis of Tampa, FL was hon
ored for his dedication and multi philan
thropic activities by the Tampa Greek Or
thodox community. Mr. Kourmolis was 
born in Chios, emigrated to the United 
States in 1927 and settled in Canton, OH 
where he graduated from high school and 
college. He worshipped and served on the 
parish council of the Holy Trinity Parish 
in Canton until he moved to Orlando, FL, 
for business reasons. In Orlando he served 
that city's Greek Orthodox community 
until settling in Tampa in 1978, where he 
served on the parish council with distinc
tion. An Archon of the Ecumenical Patri
archate, Peter Kounnolis donated gener
ously, in memory of his wife Sophia, to the 
fund for the construction of the Diocese of 
Atlanta Center. 

Peter Kounnolis began his supennarket 
chain in Canton. OH. the venture was a 
success, earning seven million dollars in 
annual sales. In 1951, he fonned a grocery 
co-op which grew to 250 members with 
more than 150 million dollars in revenue. 
He was the first president of the board of 
directors of the co-op for two years until 
they were bought out by a grocery chain. 
He entered the insurance business in 1972 
and became a district manager. In 1985 he 
founded Kounnolis Investments and in the 
last three years has awarded 40 $1,000 
scholarships. Five Kounnolis Scholarships 
Committees have been established in five 
parishes to reward outstanding students in 
the Orthodox Church. In 1998, through the 
American Foundation of Greek Language 
and Culture, he endowed a Distinguished 
Professorship Chair at the University of 
South Florida to be called the Peter and 
Sophia Kounnolis Distinguished Chair in 
Greek Language. He is now in the process 
of establishing a charitable remainder trust 
to be used for scholarships in the parishes 
of Tampa, FL, Canton, OH, Akron, OH, 
and Winter Haven, FL. 

DR. N. TZIMOPOULOS TO BOARD 
AT HARVARD'S SIGMA XI 

Dr. Nicholas D. Tzimopoulos of Lex
ington, MA was elected to the Executive 
Board of the Harvard UniversitylRadcliff 
College Chapter of Sigma Xi for his 
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achievements in research. He is a science 
educator with the Lexington school system. 
Prior to his tenure in Lexington, Dr. Tzi
mopoulos held various teaching and admin
istrative positions in secondary schools, 
colleges and universities in the greater Bos
ton area, in Florida, and in New York. 
From 1969 to 1972, while a graduate stu
dent, he served as consultant to the Higher 
Education Program of the Boston Model 
Cities and as a coordinator of curricula de
velopment and faculty advisory to that pro
gram. 

During his career as a science educator, 
Dr. Tsimopoulos instituted new science and 
mathematics curricula into schools where 
he served, increased enrollment in the sci
ences and mathematics and instituted and 
organized student participation in science 
and engineering fairs at the local, regional, 
national and international levels. He is the 
author of more than 35 publications and is 
the principal author of six science text
books, including the leading chemistry 
textbook in the country. 

KALOIDIS COUPLE RECEIVE 
THE PHIDIPPIDES A WARD 

Dimitrios and Georgia (Manolakos) 
Kaloidis of Brooklyn, NY were awarded 
the 1998 Phidippides A ward for their ex
emp�ary promotion and preservation of 
Hellenism. Mr. & Mrs. Kaloidis are enthu
siastic philanthropists whose support of ed
ucational, religious and cultural institutions 
has been among the largest by New York 
area Hellenes. Recipients of their gener
osity include the Holy Cross parochial 
school and parish in Brooklyn, the Arch
diocese, St. Basil's Academy, the Laconian 
Society and many others.Mr. and Mrs. 
Kaloidis were born in Laconia, Greece. 
They graduated from high school in Ath
ens and emigrated to the United States in 
1955 and 1963 respectively. Dimitrios 
committed himself to the restaurant busi
ness and Georgia studied computers and 
business administration. They were mar
ried in 1974. Through successful partner
ships, they have founded a chain of rest au
rants and have initiated major ventures in 
real estate. Their current projects include 
the development of Terrace on the Park in 
Flushing Meadows, NY, and one of the 
largest multiplex cinemas in the country. 

CHEF KAROUSOS EXPANDS 
FAMILY CULINARY DYNASTY 

Master Chef George Karousos and his 
wife Anna, are expanding their culinary 
dynasty to include another restaurant. The 
owners of the Sea Fare Inn in Portsmouth, 
RI, the Karousos's opened The Internation
al Institute of Culinary Arts and its Abbey 
Grill Restaurant in Fall River last year, pre
serving the town's historic Central Congre
gational Church property. Now they have 
decided to buy Trolley Square because 
more students are enrolling and they need 
more facilities to train them. Twenty three 
new students entered the school in Septem
ber and there are another nine waiting in 
the wings. The new restaurant, with an open 
kitchen similar to the one at Abbey Grill, 
will probably open by the new year. 

MIKE FRANGOS HONORED 
FOR DEDICATED SERVICE 

Mike Frangos of Wenham, MA who has 
helped the North Shore Association for 
Retarded Citizens raise more than 
$600,000, through an annual golf tourna
ment he established, has been honored by 
the group which will name an addition to 
its Dodge Street Early Intervention Center 
in his honor. Mr. Frangos has been the 
owner of the Commodore Restaurant in 
North Beverly for 44 years. He is a past 
chainnan of the North Shore Chamber of 
Commerce and the Beverly Rotary Club. 
He has received numerous honors includ
ing the annual award for community ser
vice from the Boy Scouts of America and 
a state award from the Massachusetts Re
tarded Citizens Associaton. 

DR. JOHN C. ROUMAN HONORED 

Prof. John C. Rouman of Durham, NH, 
has been honored with the establishment 
of a Classical Lecture Series bearing his 
name at the University of New Hampshire 
where he chairs the Classics Department. 
The Series were established through the 
generosity of the Christos and Mary Pa
poutsy Charitable Foundation. Dr. John Sil
ber, the Chancellor of Boston University, 
delivered the inaugural address of the se
ries in October. Prof. Rouman is a fonner 
Fulbright Scholar in Byzantine Greek. He 
has won the prestigious National Award for 
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Excellence in Teaching of Classics, and the 
Distinguished Teaching A ward from UNH. 
He is currently completing his translation 
and commentary on the History of Nice
phorus Bryennius, as well as a modem 
Greek textbook called Greek: The Living 
Language. He is one of the U.N.H.'s most 
distinguished scholars and faculty mem
bers. 
~~~~~--

WIDE LENS VIEW 

Sen. Olympia J. Snowe (R-ME), is 
among the 20 women in politics whose 
names are being circulated in a nationwide 
poll to find five women capable of seeking 
the White House. Sen. Snowe, the only 
Greek American woman in the United 
States Senate, is a graduate of St. Basil ' s 
Academy in New York. 

Sandra Zervos of Randolph, MA, has 
been reelected president of the Brown Uni
versity Alumni Association of Greater Bos
ton. 

Konstantinos Pylarinos of Astoria, 
NY, a master craftsman, demonstrated the 
technique of Byzantine wood carving at the 
American Museum of National History in 
New York City. Mr. Pylarinos also ex
plained the Christian symbols and icons of 
the Orthodox Christian Faith. 

Michael & Bessie Papigiotis of Green
ville, RI are the proud first time grandpar
ents of Alexa Nicole, the daughter ofTheo 
and Sharon Papigiotis. Bessie Papigiotis is 
the president of the Diocese of Boston 
Philoptochos Board. 

Dr. Evangelos A. Petropoulos, the di
rector of the Institute of International 
Health and professor of physiology at 
Michigan State University, was the guest 
speaker at the Holy Trinity Church in Lan
sing, MI where he spoke on '"The Contri
bution of the Hellenes to the Development 
of Medical Science from Ancient to Byz
antine times. " 

Melissa Delis of Lincoln, RI, is study
ing at Roger Williams University School 
of Law. Melissa is a graduate of Boston 
University and is currently associated with 
the law firm of Green, Greenberg & Nes
selbush in Providence, RI, as a paralegal. 

Theodore Vrettos, author of The Elgin 
Affair, was the guest speaker at the after
noon tea held last month by the Volunteer 
Women for Hellenic College-Holy Cross 
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in Brookline, MA. Dr. Calliope Galatis is 
the President of this dedicated group. 

Vasiliki Gianoukos of Woburn, MA 
celebrated her 86th birthday among fami
ly and friends, including a brand new 
granddaughter, Emelia Grace. 

Vicky Geannopoulos, the president of 
the Pythagoras Greek School of St. Dem
etrios Parish in Elmhurst, IL, has been hon
ored by the State of III inois during a cere
mony recognizing ethnic language schools. 

Dr. Mark Ryerson of Arlington 
Heights, IL was elected vice president of 
the Illinois Podiatric Medical Association. 
Dr. Ryerson, his wife Georgia and their 
children, Christopher and Marlee, are mem
bers of the Sts. Peter and Paul Greek Or
thodox Church in Glenview, IL. 

Joshua Marketos of Wakefield, RI, has 
joined Newfangled Graphics, a web site 
development and Internet marketing agen
cy in Warren, RI. Prior to joining New
fangled, Mr. Marketos was associated with 
Opal Data Technologies where he designed 
and developed network databases and hy
pertext applications. 

Fr. Frank Marangos of Medfield, MA, 
the director of the Archdiocesan Depart
ment of Religious Education, was the guest 
speaker at the Holy Trinity Church in 
Bridgeport, CT, where he spoke before 100 
teachers and parents, sharing his ideas and 
new procedures and requirements to 
strengthen the future of the religious edu
cation to all Greek Orthodox. 

James Anagnoson and his piano part
ner Lesie Kinton presented a delightful pi
ano duo concert at the Maliotis Center in 
Brookline, last month, to benefit the Hel
lenic College-Holy Cross Campus Preser
vation and Beautification Project of the 
Volunteer Women for Hellenic College
Holy Cross. Mr. Anagnoson was born in 
Boston where he and his family were mem
bers of the Annunciation Cathedral. He is 
a graduate of the Eastmen School of Mu
sic where he studied on scholarship with 
Eugene List. He holds a Masters degree 
from the Jullian School and has studied 
with Claude Frank, Jeaneane Dowis and 
Samuel Lipman. He is on the faculty of The 
Royal Conservatory of Music's (Canada) 
Glenn Gould Professional School. 

Nikolas G. Garbis of Orland Park, IL, 
a senior at Carl Sandburgh High School, is 
one of only two students in Illinois and only 
23 in the nation to have achieved a perfect 

score on the ACT Assessment taken in 
June. The talented youth, whose roots are 
in Cephalonia, hopes to enter Northwest
ern University and would like to be a sur
geon. He plays the ruphonium in the school 
band and recently began playing the bou
zouki. 

Mrs. Sofia Shane, Philoptochos Presi
dent of the Annunciation Parish in Milwau
kee, WI, was honored by her parish for her 
recent reappointment to the Archdiocesan 
National Philoptochos Board. 

George D. Behrakis of Tewksbury, 
MA pledged six million dollars to help 
Northeastern University in Boston from 
which he graduated in 1957, to erect a new 
building. In addition to pledging the mon
ey for a health sciences building, Mr. Be
hrakis, a Church and community-at-large 
philanthropist, has also designated an ad
ditional $1.3 million in previously donate 
funds toward a trustee professorship in 
pharmaceutical sciences. 

Irene Koronas of Cambridge, MA is 
exhibiting her work, multi-media assem
blages with Byzantine themes, at The Gal
lery of the Greek Institute in Cambridge. 
Ms. Koronas visited Cyprus for six weeks 
thisyear, admiring churches and monaster
ies. Says she ofthe trip, "My experience in 
holy environments, humble and grand, 
speaks through the icons I work on and with 
gratitude and appreciation of past and 
present painters who paint what I can only 
copy." 

Nick CosmopuIos of Seekonk, MA, has 
joined Cable-Rep Advertising in Cranston, 
RI, as a sales manager for Cox Interactive 
Media. Until recently, Mr. Cosmopulos 
was sales manager at WPRI in Providence, 
RI. 

Bob Andrews of Lowell, MA, a well 
known iconographer, will be designing an 
icon for the upcoming independent feature 
film ASTORIA, a drama about a Greek 
American family and their struggle to hold 
onto theAmerican dream. Mr. Andrews' 
work is admired at the Annunciation church 
in Dover, NH, the Transfiguration church 
in Lowell, MA, the Holy Trinity church in 
San Fransciso, St. Basil's church in Stock
ton, CA and many other parishes through
out the country . Costas Andrew of 
Framingham, MA has been selected for 
inclusion in the 1998 edition of Outstand
ing Young Men of America. 
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