
GOAL Contests the First Ever 
Lawsuit by the Archdiocese 

STATEMENTS BY DR. THOMAS C. LELON, DR. JOHN COLLIS, 
ATTORNEY NASSIKAS AND HARRY COIN 

NEW YORK, NY-- Greek Orthodox 
American Leaders, Inc. (GOAL) filed its 
response here today in federal court to the 
lawsuit filed against it by the Greek Ortho
dox Archdiocese of North and South Amer
ica, Inc. The response, which consists of 
an answer, a brief, sworn affidavits, and 
supporting documents, was filed on behalf 
of GOAL by its attorneys, Arent Fox Kint
ner Plotkin & Kahn, PLLC. 

The Archdiocese filed its unexpected 
and unprecedented suit on September 11 
after GOAL mailed a newsletter to approx
imately 122,000 members of the Archdio
cese in June of this year to express concern 
over various aspects of the administration 
of the Archdiocese under its new Archbish
op, Spyridon. The Archdiocese claims in 
its suit that GOAL unlawfully obtained and 
used the list of its members, that the list is 
secret, and that the suit was filed to protect 
the privacy of its members. 

GOAL's response states that its direc
tors have the statutory right to obtain and 
use the list of members of the Archdiocese 
to communicate their concerns to other 
members. "GOAL seeks to protect and nur
ture the Archdiocese, of which all of 
GOAL's directors are members," GOAL's 
counsel wrote to the court. "To do so, it is 
necessary to communicate with other mem
bers concerning matters of legitimate con
cern," their brief continues. 

According to GOAL's brief, the con
cerns about the Archdiocese that GOAL 
expressed in its June 1998 newsletter are 
virtually identical to those in a recent New 
York state court case. In that case the court 
said: "Testimony that the information is 
needed to communicate with fellow mem
bers regarding respondent's amended by
laws, its alleged questionable financial 
practices, embezzlements, and increased 
administrative expenses ... supports peti
tioner's claim that access is sought in good 
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faith and for a proper purpose." 
GOAL denies that the list of members 

of the Archdiocese is secret, because it is a 
compilation of the membership lists of in
dividual parishes which are readily avail
able. GOAL's response includes proof that 
in the short time since the litigation start
ed, it has been able to obtain lists from 59 
parishes containing the names, addresses, 
and telephone numbers of a total of some 
31,490 members of the Archdiocese. 
GOAL's brief points out that the Archdio
cese cites complaints from only six out of 
the 122,000 members of the Archdiocese 
to whom GOAL mailed its newsletter. 
"Ironically," the brief states, "Plaintiff dis
covered these complaints from GOAL's 
own website,Voithia (http://www.voithiaorg). 

Dr. Thomas C. Lelon of Boston is one 
of GOAL's two executive directors and 

currently a professor of management and 
former President of the Greek Orthodox 
Church's only seminary in the United 
States, Hellenic CollegelHoly Cross School 
of Theology. Dr. Lelon commented "Con
trary to its assertions, the Archdiocese's 
lawsuit is not an attempt to protect the 
members of the Archdiocese. Instead, it is 
an attempt to squelch dissent and intimi
date faithful upstanding members of the 
Archdiocese, who are legitimately exercis
ing their First Amendment right to express 
concerns about the Archdiocese in order 
to protect the Archdiocese from the mis
management by the current administration 
of His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon. 
This lawsuit is unprecedented in that, to my 
knowledge, in the 75 year history of the 
Archdiocese, it has never sought legal re
dress from a group of its own faithful, up-

Orthodox Unity Threatened 
The following is an editorial in the "Pilot ", official newspaper of the Catholic Arch

diocese of Boston. 
The story has received scant notice in the secular newspapers, but readers of The 

Hellenic Chronicle, published locally, have been informed, week after week of divisive 
tensions and increasingly bitter acrimony in the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Ameri
ca. 

It began more than two years ago, shortly after their new leader, Archbishop Spyridon, 
succeeded the patriarchical figure of Archbishop Iakovos. 

What seemed first a matter of style has now developed into an issue of substance. 
Tensions escalated to Crisis proportions when Archbishop Spyridon filed a civil suit 

against a Greek Orthodox lay organization which has publicly criticized his administra
tion. 

For a cleric to file such a suit in civil court 0 151-let alone an archbishop - is an act 
of last resort in Orthodox canon law. It can be done only with the concurrence of his 
Archdiocesan Council, his Synod of Bishops and the Ecumenical Patriarch. 

On Oct. 14, a letter critical of Archbishop Spyridon, signed by the five Bishops (Met
ropolitans) of Chicago, San Francisco, Pittsburgh, Boston and Denver, was made public. 

In firm but conciliatory words, written with obvious reluctance, the bishops have dis
tanced themselves from Spyridon, deciding to "sound the alarm regarding the course 
which the ecclesiastical realities are taking in America." 

As a Church which has known the sharp pain of post-conciliar expectations, tensions 
and divisions, Catholics pray that our Greek Orthodox brothers and sisters be spared this 
affliction and that the five bishops' words of conciliation be heard and heeded. 
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standing members." 
Earlier this month the five Metropoli

tans who are members of the Synod of 
Bishops of the Archdiocese broke rank with 
Archbishop Spyridon when they issued a 
public appeal to "stop all litigations" The 
Metropolitans have presided over the dio
ceses of Boston, Chicago, Denver, Pitts
burgh, and San Francisco for many years. 
The Metropolitans' statement is also in
cluded as part of GOAL's response. 

Archbishop Spyridon, the former Met
ropolitan ofItaly, was appointed Archbish
op of America in 1996 by the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Istanbul, Turkey, after it 
unexpectedly announced the retirement of 
former Archbishop Iakovos, who had pre
sided over the Archdiocese for 37 years . 
One week ago, on October 13, Spyridon 
wrote to the Metropolitans asking each of 
them whether they had signed the statement 
about the litigation. 

The Metropolitans responded the next 
day with a lengthy and unprecedented let
ter in which they stated that Spyridon vio
lated the scriptures and canons of the 
Church by suing without the previous con
sent of the Synod of Bishops, and cited a 
canonical treatise stating that "the violation 
of this canonical injunction ... entails the 
imposition of the penalty of defrocking." 
"The Archdiocese did not begin with you," 
the Metropolitans wrote to Spyridon. "It 
pre-existed you by many decades." "It has 
its tradition, the guardians of which are all 

of the clergy and laity, including the Met
ropolitans who have worked in the Arch
diocese for many decades," they wrote. 
"For the good of the Mother Church, the 
Archdiocese, the Omogeneia and yourself 
personally, and after many fruitless efforts 
to achieve communication with Your Em
inence, our brother and fellow bishops de
cided to sound the alarm of danger regard
ing the course which ecclesiastical reali
ties are taking in America," the Metropol
itans wrote. "We are losing the Church!" 
the Metropolitans quote Ecumenical Patri
arch Bartholomew as crying out during a 
meeting last month in Istanbul. "The ago
ny of His All Holiness is also problematic 
for us and becomes our own agony as 
well," the Metropolitans wrote. 

"This lawsuit is the latest in an unbro
ken series of destructive actions by the new 
Archbishop against our Church in Ameri
ca," said Dr. John Collis, a Cleveland neu
rosurgeon who is GOAL's other Executive 
Director. Because of those actions, GOAL 
has been seeking Archbishop Spyridon's 
removal since May. 

GOAL was founded by 40 people in 
Boston last November. It has a 14 member 
Board of Directors which is carrying out 
the resolutions adopted by over 440 peo
ple from at least 25 states who attended its 
first national conference in Chicago this 
past March. "Several of the corrective res
olutions of GOAL, which were adopted by 
GOAL's national conference in March 
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1998, were also adopted by the majority of 
the clergy and laity delegates of the Arch
diocesan Clergy-Laity Congress in Orlan
do in July 1998," Dr. Lelon explains in his 
affidavit. "Based upon this adoption," his 
affidavit continues, "it appears that GOAL 
represents the concerns of the majority of 
the members of the Archdiocese while the 
current Administration under Archbishop 
Spyridon appears to be supported by the 
remaining minority." 

It has been widely reported in the Greek 
and Greek-American press, including 
Voithia, that the Holy Synod of the Ecu
menical Patriarchate voted to reassign 
Archbishop Spyridon when it met last 
month. The Archdiocese issued press re
leases in which it harshly criticized, but did 
not directly deny, those reports. The Patri
archate has issued no statement on the is
sue. 

The Archdiocese is seeking a prelimi
nary injunction prohibiting GOAL from 
using the membership list for future mail
ings. In response, GOAL's counsel states 
that even if the Archdiocese were entitled 
to an injunction "which it is not" the Arch
diocese's mishandling of its own adminis
trative and financial affairs .denies it any 
entitlement to such relief under the legal 
doctrine of "unclean hands." 

The "unclean hands" defense is support
ed by a sworn affidavit signed by Helen 
Hadjiyannakis Bender, a professor of law 
at Fordham University, who is a former 
member of the Executive Committee of the 
Archdiocesan Council. Professor Bender 
was one of four former members of the 
Executive Committee appointed by the 
former President of the Archdiocesan 
Council, Alex Spanos, as an Ad Hoc Com
mittee to review the finances of the Arch
diocese. Spanos is a California business
man and philanthropist who owns the San 
Diego Chargers. 

According to Professor Bender's affida
vit, the Ad Hoc Committee found a series 
of financial violations totaling over 
$200,000, which it detailed in a prelimi
nary report dated May 28, 1998. Spyridon 
did not reappoint Spanos, Bender, or any 
ofthe other members ofthe Ad Hoc Com
mittee to the new Archdiocesan Councilor 
Executive Committee last month. 

In their October 14 letter to Spyridon, 
the Metropolitans refer to the "New Order' 
of the present Archdiocesan Council and 
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its Executive Committee," and accuse the 
Archdiocesan Council of approving mat
ters previously decided by Spyridon "in 
'rubber stamp' fashion." 

"The administration of the Archdiocese 
comes to this lawsuit with unclean hands 
as a result of its financial mismanagement 
and improper diversion of funds," GOAL's 
brief states. "Rather than discuss and re
solve these matters openly and fairly, how
ever, the Archdiocese prefers to conceal 
them as much as possible behind a new
found 'confidentiality' pertaining to its 
membership list," the brief continues. 

A hearing on the Archdiocese's motion 
for a preliminary injunction is scheduled 
for November 2 before the Honorable Den
ny Chin in federal court in New York City. 
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"My firm and I are honored to be able 
to represent GOAL in protecting its legal 
right to communicate with the members of 
the Archdiocese," said John N. Nassikas 
III, GOAL's lead attorney. "In defending 
GOAL's Constitutional and statutory right 
to communicate its concerns to the other 
members of the Archdiocese," explained 
Nassikas, "we in tum are defending their 
right to be informed." 

Nassikas is a former federal prosecutor 
who is a partner in the Litigation Depart
ment of Arent Fox, the 275-attorney firm 
with offices in Washington, D.C., New 
York City, Europe, and the Middle East, 
that is representing GOAL. Two litigation 
attorneys in Arent Fox's New York office, 
John B. Madden, Jr., and Janine M. Gargiu-
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10, are also representing GOAL. 
"GOAL has authorized our law firm to 

assert all available legal defenses, and we 
have done so in these papers," Nassikas 
explained. "But to see the Archbishop 
waste the hard-earned money generously 
contributed by the faithful members of the 
Church all over the country on an aggres
sive litigation against members of his own 
flock should make us wonder what kind of 
shepherd and shepherd's staff we have 
overseeing this precious Church, and what 
they have to hide," Nassikas concluded. 

"GOAL joins with the unanimous sen
timent expressed by the five Metropolitans 
of the Archdiocese," GOAL's brief says. 
"To protect the integrity of the Church, the 
parties and the court should exercise re
straint to avoid the unnecessary involve
ment of a civil tribunal in a dispute that 
should, instead, be resolved by honest and 
open discussion. GOAL respectfully re
quests that the Court deny Plaintiffs mo
tion in its entirety," the brief concludes. Mr. 
Harry Coin, a GOAL officer, said the Or
thodox Christianity taught in the Church's 
schools supports GOAL's request of the 
court because that outcome "permits mem
bers of the Church to continue our attempt 
to resolve our present disagreements 
through open and frank discussion, rather 
than unbecoming litigation among mem
bers of the same faith ." 

"Although we did not choose to become 
involved in litigation with the Archdio
cese," said Dr. Lelon, "we know that God 
works in mysterious ways." "We pray that 
even this action by Archbishop Spyridon 
will somehow be beneficial to the future 
of our Church in America and be to the 
glory of Christ our God," Dr. Lelon con
cluded. 

Join 
our Cruises 

in the Caribbean 

Call: (212) 967 - 5017 
Outside of New York: 

(800) -662 -6644 
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The reasons for the Litigation 
STATEMENTS BY SPYRIDON 

AND THE ARCHDIOCESE 

NEW YORK - The Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America is issuing this 
statement in light of the decision ofthe or
ganization GOAL to contest the litigation 
of the Archdiocese to re-gain the confiden
tial membership list of the Archdiocese. 

The Holy Archdiocese of America notes 
with deep sadness that GOAL has chosen 
not to acknowledge either the fact that they 
used a misappropriated Archdiocesan mail
ing list, or that this list of stewardship mem
bers is confidential. The Archdiocese, 
through its counsel, has advised both the 
Court and GOAL that it is willing to pur
sue settlement in order to restore this prop
erty of the Church. 

Regrettably, GOAL has refused at this 
time. While the Archdiocese supports and 
vigorously defends the rights of GOAL and 
any other entity or persons to express their 
opinions, views and ideas, the Archdiocese 
affirms that such discourse should take 
place within the confines ofthe laws ofthe 
land. 

Using misappropriated property that 
belongs to the Archdiocese, whether it be 
a computer disk or a printed list, is neither 
the Christian nor the civil thing to do. The 
Archdiocese has never had any desire nor 
intention of solving any dispute by resort
ing to legal action. The legal action against 
GOAL has not been pursued against any 
individual person, only the corporate enti
ty; therefore, it is patently false to say that 
the Archdiocese has sued any of its own 
flock. The entire substance of the issue is 
only the return of the confidential mailing 
list and a means of preventing its unautho
rized use in the future. The Archdiocese 
calls upon all parties to desist from contin
ued litigation and restore the property of 
the Archdiocese." 

Furthermore, His Eminence Archbish
op Spyridon issued the following state
ment: 

"I am still hopeful that a Christian and 
Christ-like settlement is possible. I myself 
have never believed in litigation as a means 
to resolving problems. I believe that we 
must forgive those who have wronged us 
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and entered enter into dialogue with those 
who believe they are our adversaries. I have 
called for a renewed spirit of love and un
derstanding among all members of our 
Archdiocese family. Our hearts 
and minds are open to those who feel 
pained or hurt. I remember the Clergy-La
ity Congress, and I saw for myself such ex
amples of paIn, and I saw how, when peo
ple come together in good faith and 
with good will, this pain can be success
ful1y addressed in the open process of our 
Archdiocese. That's why we have the Con
gress, the Parish Assemblies on the local 
level, and all the other forums of 
dialogue in our Archdiocese. As for the 
members of GOAL, I do now invite them 
for the third time to come and meet with 
me and have their concerns addressed and 
their questions answered . The 
environment of suspicion and mistrust must 
come to an end. The doors of the Archdio
cese are open. 

The members of the Archdiocesan 
Council and the Executive Committee are 
eager to help and clarify any and all issues. 
Innuendo and wild and inflammatory crit
icism must cease. Most importantly, our 
open hearts are ready, as they have always 
been, to receive each and every son and 
daughter of the Church in a spirit of recon
ciliation, a spirit of mutual forgiveness, and 
a spirit of peace. The only way for this 
Church to travel is the Way of Christ, and 
this must be the way of sacrificial love. Let 
us pray that the hearts of stone will be made 
into hearts of flesh by the working of God's 
Holy Spirit, and that love and peace may 
reign in our Holy Archdiocese. Only two 
days ago, the Congress of the United States 
of America recognized the spiritual value 
of our Holy Orthodox Faith in their cal1 for 
the respect of the religious liberty and in
tegrity of our Holy Mother Church, the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

A law was passed calling for such rec
ognition! Let us concentrate our joint ef
forts on laws of this kind, and the greater 
law of love that our Savior has command
ed us to fulfill." 

AHEP A Establishes 
New International 
Affairs Committee 

AHEP A wil1 make additional efforts 
to step up its presence in the arena of 
international affairs with the newly 
fonned AHEP A International Relations 
Committee. The committee was formu
lated at the direction of the Chairman 
of the Board, A. Jack Georgalas. 

Chairing the four member commit
tee will be Michael Savvides, of Vir
ginia Beach, V A. In addition to Sav
vides, the committee will have repre
sentation from one member of the Su
preme Lodge, one member of the Board 
of Directors, and one member at-large. 

The first major project directed at the 
committee by Chairman Georgalas is 
to create a forum to honor those mem
bers of Congress with the Chairman's 
A ward for Legislative Excellence based 
upon their grades issued in the AHEP A 
Congressional Report. The forum will 
most likely be either a luncheon or ban
quet. 

AHEP A International Relations 
Chairman Savvides will work with 
Chairman of the AHEP A Cyprus and 
Hellenic Affairs Committee, Dr. Takey 
Christ, on this project. 

"This new committee will work 
hand-in-hand with the AHEPA Cyprus 
and Hellenic Affairs Committee to help 
AHEP A reach its goals in the area of 
international affairs," said Georgalas. 

This was a sentiment also echoed by 
Savvides. 

"The Cyprus and Hellenic Affairs 
Committee will be most effective in 
communicating our message through 
the grassroots network while the Inter
national Relations Committee will com
pliment its efforts with projects such as 
the one we are planning to do," said 
Savvides. 

A subscription 

to the Greek American Review 

Ideal Gift for the Holidays 

call: (800) 662 - 6644 
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THE REVOLT 
OF THE METROPOLITANS 

Following is the text of a letter signed by the five Metropolitans, to Archbishop Spyri
don's letter by fax, calling them to verify a resolution condemning litigation. The 
Metropolitans accused Spyridon that he violated the scriptures and the canons of the 
Church reminding that "the violations of this canonical injuction ... entails of the 
imposition of the penalty of defrocking": 

Your Eminence: 

Weare pleased to respond to your letter 
that we received by facsimile bearing yes
terday'S date. 

In the first place, we rejoice over the fact 
that you wrote to us, even if to raise ques
tions about our declaration regarding our 
advocacy and the pasture of the Church 
regarding civil courts. Responding to your 
inquiries and commenting on the letter you 
addressed to us, we make reference to the 
following: 

1. THE SO-CALLED "CLEAR 
STAND" OF THE ARCHDIOCESAN 
COUNCIL 

You write about a "clear stand" taken 
by "the plenary Archdiocesan Council" re
garding the litigations. However, it appears 
that you forget that the lawsuit against 
GOAL was submitted at least ten days 
(September 14?) prior to the meeting of the 
Archdiocesan Council. 

Although the Archdiocese proceeded to 
file the lawsuit, the Council concurred only 
after the fact, and only alfter your reassur
ing answer to Metropolitan Anthony of 
Dardanellion and Presiding Bishop of San 
Francisco. Metropolitan Anthony asked 
you the question that you inform us whether 
or not you had procured permission from 
the Mother Church to enter into this law
suit, as is prescribed by the holy canons. 
You responded that you duly informed the 
Patriarchate. We would like to hope that 
indeed things are such. 

2. THE ADVICE OF THE BISHOPS 

However, as it has been stated by our 
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brother and fellow bishop Anthony, we 
were all and continue to be greatly disap
pointed that you did not also seek the ad
vice of the Synod of Bishops which sur
round you, in accordance with the Sacred 
Canons. We remind you of the 34th canon 
ofthe Holy Apostles, which someone quot
ed during the Orlando Clergy-Laity Con
gress: "The bishops of every nation must 
acknowledge him who is first among them 
and account him as their head, and do noth
ing of consequence without his approval; 
but neither let him (who is first) do any
thing without the consent of all; for so there 
will be unanimity and God will be glori
fied through the Lord in the Holy Spirit" 
[emphasis is ours]. 

3. THE CANONICAL TRADITION OF 
THE CHURCH 

Furthermore, the Church through a long 
canonical tradition has made a decision and 
thus taken a yet clearer than the "clear," 
but uninformed, stand of the Archdioce
san Council. The Council was never as 
prompt as now to rubber-stamp predeter
mined lawsuits initiated by the powers that 
be. 

We are reminded of what Apostle Paul 
said in his first epistle to the Corinthians 
when he prohibits Christians from resort
ing to idolatrous (extra-ecclesial, or civil) 
courts, where the Christian believers are 
judged by the ungodly and unbelievers (1 
Corinthians 6: 1-11). Particularly typical are 
verses 7-9: "Why not rather be wronged? 
Why not rather be defrauded? But you 
yourselves wrong and defraud - and that 
even your own brethren? Do you not know 
that wrongdoers will not inherit the King
dom of God?" 

Weare reminded of what is written by 
Panagiotes I. Panagiotakos in his work 
System of Ecclesiastical Law [vol. 3 (Ath
ens: Myrtides Press, 1962) pages 451-2]. 
and which is supported by very many holy 
canons. He writes that [the] appeal to civil 
authority by any clergyman to satisfy his 
own causes is not deemed to he in harmo
ny with the sanctity of this mission [em
phasis is ours (The Metropolitans, not 
Voithia -Ed)]. As a last resort it is consid
ered permissible to appeal to Civil Courts 
to satisfy a disputed right or to denounce 
an unjust act; however, [this can happen] 
only after receiving permission from his su
pervising Ecclesiastical Authority. The vi
olation of this canonical injunction, initi
ated by any clergyman attempting to have 
recourse or to appeal to any type of civil 
authority or power (administrative or judi
cial), without previously receiving the con
sent for this from his own supervising Ec
clesiastical Authority, entails the imposi
tion of the penalty of defrocking. 

4. THE ROLE OF THE "EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE" AND THE POSITION 
OF THE METROPOLITANS 

You write about the expression of the 
clear stand of the "Executive Committee," 
to which you have ultimately relegated the 
administration of the Archdiocese, despite 
the clear expression of the Charter of 1977 
to the contrary. 

The Charter is clear concerning who has 
the highest administrative responsibility for 
the Archdiocese, that being, the Archbish
op together with the Synod of Bishops. As 
Metropolitan [Anthony] of Dardanellionl 
San Francisco and Metropolitan [Method
ios] of Aneon/Boston remarked during the 
meetings of the last ten days of September 
in New York, the exclusion of the Synodal 
Bishops from the highest administration of
the Archdiocese is unconstitutional and 
takes the Archdiocese back to the years of 
dictatorship and lay rule. We thank you for 
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NO LITIGATION! 
NO RETALIATION! 

NO VIOLENCE! NO RESISTANCE! 
A Statement of the Greek - Orthodox Hierarchs of America 

"We, the members of the Holy Eparchial Synod of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, lament that 
differences of opinion and disputes between our Church 
leadership and some members have resulted in litiga
tion. 

Together with the Archbishop, charged by the Char
ter with the administration of the Archdiocese, we wish 
to remind our faithful that, as Greek Orthodox Chris
tians, we all are members of the Body of Christ. The 
charge of us all demands that in resolving our differenc
es we must be guided by the spirit of Christian love and 
the sacred canons of our church. We must have the spir
itual maturity of solving our problems within our church 
family. Our guide is the words of Saint Paul, who tells 
us: "Do not overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good" (Romans 12:21). 

Litigation is deplorable. Regardless of whether it em
anates from the "official church" or from groups or indi
vidual members it has catastrophic consequences for our 
church, as our past experience demonstrates. The Lord 
instructs us: "A house divided against itself shall not 
stand" (Matthew 12:25). 

Let us be reminded of our history: the darkest days of 
our presence in the blessed land were those during which 
issues involving administration and even sacred and ec
clesiastical matters were dragged into the civil courts. 
The damage to our church in America was irreparable. 
This damage profoundly affected our church's adminis
trative progress and the fulfillment of our church's mis
sion. The hemorrhage caused by these legal maneuvers 
was stemmed only after many years. The losses were 
great, and the recovery slow. 

In understanding all this, in good conscience we can
not remain silent, and passive observers of the danger, 
which faces our church in the U.S.A. We appeal to all: 
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stop all litigations, and avoid the inevitable round of 
retaliatory actions and recriminations, which are un
leashed. 

We are proud to be reasonable and loving people. 
We can and must settle our differences and go on to
gether to build our future and ensure for our young peo
ple and the coming generations a strong, united, effec
tive and caring Orthodox Church in America. 

We implore you to listen to reason. Let us talk to 
one another, embrace one another, and reject the unfa
vorable publicity, the heavy monetary expense, and the 
enormous damage to our Christian image and to the 
well-being of our holy Archdiocese and Church in 
America. 

Let our Divine Liturgy inspire us: "Let us love one 
another, so that with one mind and heart we may glori
fy and praise the all-honorable and majestic Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now 
and ever, and forever." 

October 1, 1998, 
Feast of the Holy Protection of the Mother of God. 
With paternal regards we remain, devotedly yours, 

METROPOLITANS 
lakovos of Krinis, Chicago, 
Anthony of Dardanelion, San Francisco, 
Maximos of Ainou, Pittsburgh, 
Methodios of Aneon, Boston, 
Isaiah of Proikonisou, Denver" 

Warm congratulations to our respected Hierarchs for 
their dynamic and prudent message. 

Most respectfully, 
PETERDION 

Archon of Ecumenical Patriarchate 
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excluding your fellow-bishops from the 
crucial decisions concerning the future of 
the Archdiocese and limiting the Synod to 
a work of "indifferent" ["adiaphora"] and 
non-essential matters, merely to give the 
impression that we still have a Synod! None 
of the aforementioned substantive deci
sions, such as the recriminations and the 
lawsuits in civil courts appeared on the 
agenda of the Synod meeting [the day be
fore] . However, the Synod is termed in the 
Constitutional Charter as the "highest ad
ministrative Body of the Archdiocese. II 
How can you expect the Metropolitans not 
to distance themselves from the uninformed 
decisions of nine laymen composing the 
Executive Committee, all of whom are de
void of any canonical education? This, cer
tainly, applies with crucial relevance to 
matters that touch upon canonical and ec
clesiasticallaw, such as the subject oflaw
suits in civil courts, the subject of the Met
ropolitans' declaration. 

5. THE PROTECTION OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 

In spite of what was written in the daily 
domestic Greek press about the "rebellion" 
of the Metropolitans, the Metropolitans du
tifully attempted to help you, their Arch
bishop, in restoring peace in the Archdio
cese of America. If the press were atten
tive to our text, it would have perceived 
that this text is not one-sided, but is ad
dressed to all who would drag the Church 
into civil courts. Besides, we are not con
vinced that the influence of the lay and sec
ularized environment of Your Eminence is 
"good," and for this reason we feel obliged 
to distance ourselves from this influence. 

6. THE PROTECTION OF THE 
ARCHDIOCESE AND THE CHURCH 

Above all, we feel responsible for the 
Archdiocese and the Church. The Archdi
ocese did not begin with you. It pre-exist
ed you by many decades. The Archdiocese 
has its own tradition, whose guardians and 
defenders are all of the clergy and laity, 
including the Metropolitans who have 
served for many decades in this Archdio
cese. The responsibility for the Church is 
collective. 

You have regrettably declared that you 
will not work together with your fellow-
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bishops and you have proven this in many 
ways. Nevertheless, we bishops feel that 
we bear the responsibility before the Moth
er Church and the Archdiocese of Ameri
ca - which is "the largest and most pow
erful Province of the Throne" - to speak 
out when we anticipate danger. The flock 
of America is being continuously estranged 
from the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The dan
ger that exists and the estrangement of our 
christians is great, especially when their 
Mother Church (in this regard the Archdi
ocese) resorts to dragging them to settle 
differences in civil courts. For this reason 
it is necessary and unavoidable that the 
Metropolitans distance themselves from the 
uninfonned, if not also at times un-Chris
tian decisions of some members of the per
sonnel which surrounds you, and the "New 
Order' of the present Archdiocesan Coun
cil and its executive Committee. 

Your Eminence, Archbishop of Ameri
ca, let the above suffice concerning the 
"clear" but not necessarily "wise" decisions 
and deliberations of the Archdiocesan 
Council and its Executive Committee that 
surrounds you. For the good ofthe Mother 
Church, the Archdiocese, the faithful 
["Omogeneia"] and for you personally, af
ter many unfruitful attempts to come to an 
understanding with Your Eminence, your 
brother bishops decided to sound the alarm 
regarding the course which the ecclesiasti
cal realities are taking in America. We are 
losing the Church!" His All Holiness cried 
out during our recent meeting at the Pha
nar. The agony of His All Holiness con
cerns us greatly and becomes our personal 
agony. For this reason we have addressed 
our letter and our "message" to the faithful 

Christians [Omogeneia] in America: "No 
litigation! No retaliation! No violence, non
resistance!" 

The disassociation of our responsibility 
in the face of arbitrariness, recriminations 
and quarreling was deemed absolutely nec
essary, just as much as our general appeal 
to all was considered our necessary duty. 
We desire the cooperation of all and espe
cially that of our Archbishop. The days are 
evil. The Antichrist lurks about. The ene
mies of the Church and Orthodoxy lie in 
waiting. Our clergy, under the guidance of 
its faithful hierarchy, bear responsibility 
before our sacred flock. This flock is truly 
worthy of a better destiny and better days, 
of well-being and spiritual growth. 

In closing, we assure you that the Hier
archy that surrounds you is prepared to 
work together with you, on the basis of the 
Holy Canons and the Constitutional Char
ter of the Church. We will work with you 
with decorum and dignity as well as in the 
spirit of love and mutual respect, which 
ought to govern the relations of brother 
hierarchs who "love one another." 

With all our love, your beloved broth
ers in Christ and altogether well disposed, 
the Metropolitans and Presidents of the 
Dioceses of the Holy Archdiocese, 

+Metropolitan Iakovos ofKrinis /Chicago 
+Metropolitan Anthony of Dardanellion / 

San Francisco 
+Metropolitan Maximos of Ainou / Pitts 

burgh 
+Metropolitan Methodios of AneoniBos 
ton 

+Metropolitan Isaiah of Proikonisou / Den 
ver 
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Priests Support the Metropolitans 
THEY CITE FACTORS AND ASPECTS 

OF THE CRISIS IN OUR CHURCH 
In "A Statement to the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Greek Orthodox Archdio
cese", 73 well-known priests from all over the country, some of them pastors of the 
largest communities, throw their support on the five Synodical Metropolitans and 
criticize Archbishop Spyridon and his stewardship, citing the major symptoms of 
the crisis in our Church. The historic statement of the priests, has as follows: 

"What does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, and to 
love kindness,and to walk humbly with your God?" Micah 6:8 

In support of our Synodical Metropolitans and in agreement 
with their concern to safeguard our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
and Ecumenical Patriarchate, and in the spirit of the apostolic 
admonition that "it is required of stewards that they be found faith
ful" (1 Cor. 4:2), we address this statement to the Holy Eparchial 
Synod and through the Holy Synod to the clergy and laity of our 
Church in order that together we may prayerfully and respectful
ly work toward the resolution of the spiritual crisis which threat
ens the vitality and unity of our Church for which we as Greek 
Orthodox have labored for generations. 

MAJOR FACTORS AND ASPECTS OF THE CRISIS: 

-"Absence of love and understanding in the Church, which 
has resulted in the autocratic and abusive treatment of people of 
all ranks- Metropolitans, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Lay People 
and Parishes. 

-"Lack of appreciation for the history, accomplishments and 
nature of the Archdiocese, and consequent presumed "correction" 
of its institutions, course and identity by means of authoritarian
ism, intimidation and refusal of responsible discussion. 

-Disregard for the Clergy-Laity Congress, the Archdiocesan 
Charter, the by-laws and procedures of Archdiocesan institutions, 
and various other bodies and committees, as evident in arbitrary 
dismissals, appointments and general lowering of standards. 

-Inordinate demand for obedience as a higher value than or 
apart from Christian love, truth, justice, compassion and respect 
for the personal dignity of all people. 

-References to "enemies," "modernists" and "westernizing" in 
the Church which foster a spirit of ideological bias, conflict, divi
siveness, and religious fundamentalism contrary to the true spirit 
of Orthodoxy. 

-Lack of commitment to Orthodoxy's spiritual mission in 
America through cooperation, unity and a common witness on 
the part of all Orthodox. 

-Reluctance to address reported cases of sexual misconduct in 
the Church and its institutions according to Orthodox moral val
ues and civil law. 

-Propagandistic public relations and news releases which fos
ter suspicion, create frustration and cynicism, and undermine trust 
and confidence in the Church as a spiritual institution and loving 
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community. 

WHAT IS TO BE DONE? FOR THE WELL-BEING OF THE 
CHURCH AND ITS EFFECTIVE WITNESS AS THE MYS
TICAL, SPIRITUAL AND MORAL BODY OF CHRIST, WE 

HUMBLY CALL FOR: 

-Engagement in the crisis by the shepherds of our Church, our 
Metropolitans and Bishops, to guide us through with love, wis
dom, discretion, sincerity, persuasiveness, as well as by the au
thority of their episcopal office, so that we may emerge from the 
present trial not only reconciled and united, but also stronger and 
more mature. 

-Honest and responsible discussion ofthese matters with free
dom in Christ by all clergy in appropriate groups and meetings. 

-Establishment of competent and unbiased commissions to 
examine the key issues facing the Church and its institutions in 
serious preparation for the 21 st century. 

-Reliable dissemination of information trusting in the good 
faith and discerning judgment of all the members of the Church 
as a whole. 

-Respect for order, including the Holy Canons, the Archdioc
esan Charter, by-laws and policies of Church organizations and 
institutions, interpreting them with discretion as a harmonious body 
of Church regulations, without opposing or contrasting or reject
ing them either by arbitrary selection or convenient omission. 

-Commitment to Christian integrity, practice of Christian moral 
values and adherence to institutional guidelines which safeguard 
our imperfect humanity and help it to grow toward communal 
maturity. 

May Christ the Chief Shepherd of the Church, inspire and di
rect our thoughts and efforts according to His words: "Know the 
truth and the truth shall make you free" and again "He who fol
lows me will not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life" 
(John 8: 12,32). 

In the service of Christ and His Church, 

Rev. Presbyter Regis J. Alexoudis 
Protopresbyter Theo G. Anastas 
Rev. Presbyter Nicholas G. Anctil 
Rev. Protopresbyter John P. Angelis 
Rev. Presbyter Demitrios J. Antokas 
Rev. Protopresbyter John Artemas 
Rev. Presbyter Angelo 1. Artemas 
Rev. Presbyter Andrew J. Barakos 
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The Archdiocese is Sued 
For Financial Irregularities 

Attorney Simos Dimas accuses Spyridon, 
Chancellor Passias and General Councelor John Mavroudis 
Following is the foil text of a suit, filed last month byattor

ney Simos Dimas against the Archdiocese, alleging financial 
irregularities and improprieties. Mr. Dimas, until recently a 
member of the Achdiocesan Council and its Legal Committee, 
is referring to mishandling offonds and seeks with his suit the 
following: 

a) The Archdiocese make available to the Petitioner the books 
and records of the Archdiocese and of its accountants for the 
purpose of clarifying the many questions arisingfrom the pre
liminary report conducted by the Ad Hoc Committee at the re
quest of the Archdiocesan Committee's Chairman at the time, 
Alexander G. Spanos. 

home that the Archbishop was seeking to purchase as a residence 
earlier this year, but which the Archdiocesan Council rejected, 
"be declared null and void" and that the Archdiocesan Chancel
lor, Fr. George Passias, and General Counsel John Mavroudis 
"be found responsible for entering into the contract of sale and 
expending Archdiocesan funds without the approval of the Execu
tive Committee or of the Supreme Court of the State of New York" 
and "be directed to return the amount of$139,500 plus interest at 
the statutory rate to date to the Archdiocese . .. 

c) For such other and fort her relief as the Court seems just and 
proper, together with interest, costs and disbursements of this ac
tion. 

b) The contract of sale for the $1.4 million Westchester, NY The suit has asfollows: 

Petitioner, for his duly verified petition 
alleges as follows: 

1. Respondent Greek Orthodox Arch
diocese of America ("Archdiocese") is a 
corporation incorporated in 1921 under the 
Religious Corporation Law of the State of 
New York. It is recognized by and hierar
chically under the jurisdiction of the Ap
ostolic Historic Eastern Orthodox Patri
archate of Constantinople ("The Ecumeni
cal Patriarchate") as referred to under sec
tion 290 of the New York Religious Cor
poration Law. The headquarters of the 
Archdiocese are located at 10 East 79th 

Street in the City, County and State of New 
York. 

2. The Greek Orthodox Church is the 
worldwide body of communicants of the 
Greek Orthodox faith. The Archdiocese is 
the highest spiritual and governing author
ity of the Church in the United States for 
all communicants of the Greek Orthodox 
faith in the United States. 

3. The ranking hierarch of the Archdio
cese is His Eminence Archbishop Spyri
don ("Archbishop") who was enthroned 
on September 21, 1996. 
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4. The Archdiocesan Council consists 
of sixty-one (61) members, thirty-one (31) 
of which are appointed by the Archbishop 
and the others by the delegates to the Dio
cese Clergy-Laity assemblies. The Arch
diocesan Council is the advisory and con
sultative body to the Archbishop. It ad
ministers the temporal and financial affairs 
of the Archdiocese and interprets and im
plements the decisions of the Clergy-Laity 
Congress. The Clergy-Laity Congress is 
the highest legislative body of the Archdi
ocese. 

5. Upon information and belief, the Ex
ecutive Committee of the Archdiocesan 
Council is the Board of Directors and/or 
Trustees ofthe Archdiocese. The approv
al and participation of the Executive Com
mittee is needed in connection with numer
ous financial transactions. 

6. Petitioner Simos C. Dimas ("Dimas") 
was and is an attorney duly admitted to 
practice law before the Courts of the State 
of New York. Petitioner resides in the State 
of New York, County of Westchester. Pe
titioner between March of 1997 and July 
of 1998 served as a member of the Archdi
ocesan Council and of its legal committee. 

Petitioner is a member of the Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church of New Rochelle, 
which is a Parish under the jurisdiction of 
the Archdiocese. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

7. In August 1992 Petitioner Dimas 
commenced an Article 78 Proceeding in
volving the Archdiocese in connection with 
the conveyance to a private developer of a 
certain real estate project being developed 
by the Archdiocese. In the Article 78 Pro
ceeding Dimas alleged that the Archdio
cese had not obtained court approval for 
the conveyance and for subsequent modi
fications to the agreement of conveyance. 
The Attorney General of the State of New 
York who joined in this proceeding alleged 
that the Archdiocese was both required to 
obtain court approval and to notify the At
torney General before entering into a real 
estate transaction of this type. 

8. As a means of resolving the Dimas 
claims the Archdiocese commenced a pro
ceeding in which a decision was rendered 
in October of 1994 by Justice S. Cohen of 
the Supreme Court of the State of New 
York. Judge Cohen's decision in the mat
ter entitled "Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
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of North and South America v. Abrams" is 
attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

9. As a consequence of the resolution 
of the Article 78 Proceeding brought by Pe
titioner Dimas the Archdiocese received a 
settlement numbering in the millions of 
dollars from the developer. The Archdio
cese also implemented a number of finan
cial procedures to prevent the future waste 
of Archdiocese assets; assets acquired as a 
result of the contributions of its lay mem
bers. A list ofthe most important financial 
procedures implemented by the Archdio
cese and the manner in which they have 
been changed by the Archdiocese under 
Archbishop Spyridon follows: 

a. The Director of Finance who was the 
Chief Financial officer of the Archdiocese 
reported directly to the Archbishop and the 
Executive Committee. (Currently the Act
ing Director of Finance reports to the Chan
cellor and is no longer acting in the capac
ity of Chief Financial Officer.) 

b. Payroll payments to employees were 
handled through ADP payroll processing 
with direct deposit. (Upon information and 
belief, the Archbishop has directed that at 
least one and perhaps-other employees 

were to be paid wholly or partially outside 
the ADP system.) 

c. Certain accounts of the Archdiocese 
have different signatories and are main
tained by various committees of the Arch
diocese. (Currently all accounts have been 
improperly placed under the same signa
tory as the operating account. The current 
signatories on all accounts are the Arch
bishop, Chancellor and General Counsel.) 

d. Withdrawals from restricted funds re
quired the approval ofthe Executive Com
mittee and that they be documented in the 
minutes ofthe various committees. (There 
have been unauthorized withdrawals and 
transfers from a number of restricted 
funds.) 

e. Cash donations given to the Archdio
cese were immediately given to the Direc
tor of Finance and counted in the presence 
of one other individual. Cash was then re
corded in the cash receipts ledger and de
posited by a third person. (Cash donations 
have either significantly decreased or have 
not been properly recorded by the Finance 
Office. A number of cash transactions have 
been given from the Chancellor to the act
ing director of Finance and deposited by 
the acting director of Finance. This is out-
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side normal procedure.) 
f. Vendor invoices were required to have 

been presented in their entirety to the Fi
nance office for payment. Invoices were 
not paid without proper documentation and 
original invoices. (A number of invoices 
and bills have been withheld by the Arch
bishop and Chancellor's office and paid, 
by order of the Archbishop, without prop
er documentation.) 

g. Payments in cash (and cashed checks) 
were allowed only in the event of a critical 
situation. (The Archbishop has received 
substantial sums in cash; similarly cash 
payments have been made to other indi
viduals.) 

10. Upon information and belief less 
than one year after the enthronement of the 
new Archbishop on September 21, 1996, 
the Archdiocese and the Archbishop with 
the active assistance and participation of 
Fr. George Passias, the Chancellor of the 
Archdiocese ("Chancellor") and of Attor
ney John Mavroudis, (appointed by the 
Archbishop as chairman of finance com
mittee, the Archdiocesan Legal Counsel 
and as General Counsel of the Archdiocese) 
the General Counsel of the Archdiocese 

GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 



("General Counsel") caused the Archdio
cese to embark on a course of action in
cluding the dismantling of the checks and 
balances referred to above which deprived 
the Executive Committee of its ability to 
monitor the financial transactions of the 
Archdiocese, to the ultimate financial det
riment of the Archdiocese. 

THE LOSS OF $139,500 IN CONNEC
TION WITH THE EXECUTION OF A 
CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHSE OF 
REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1 
PLYMOUTH ROAD, RYE, N. YORK 

11. Unbeknownst to the Executive 
Committee, on or about March 24, 1998 
the Archdiocese entered into a contract (the 
"Contract") for the purchase of a home for 
the Archbishop located at 1 Plymouth 
Road, Rye, New York (the "Premises"). 
The agreed purchase price for the premises 
was $1,395,000. 

12. The contract, which provided for a 

closing date of May 1, 1998, was signed 
by the Chancellor. The contract states that 
the Archdiocese was represented by the law 
firm of Mavroudis & Rizzo of which the 
General Counsel of the Archdiocese John 
M. Mavroudis is a partner. Upon the sign
ing of the contract the Archdiocese ten
dered to the seller of the premises a check 
in the amount of$139,500 (the "down pay
ment"). The check was signed by the Chan
cellor, Father George Passias, and by the 
General Counsel, John M. Mavroudis, in 
his capacity as chairman of the Finance 
Committee. 

13. On or about April of 1998, mem
bers of the Executive Committee of the 
Archdiocese received various documents 
regarding the acquisition by the Archdio
cese of the premises. Among the docu
ments were the contract of sale and a mem
orandum stating that a telephone confer
ence of the Executive committee of the 
Executive Committee would be convened 

at 3:00 PM on April 30th to discuss the 
transaction ("Transaction") and to obtain 
approval from the Executive Committee. 

14. On or about April 29, 1998 petitioner 
Dimas in his capacity as a member of the 
legal committee ofthe Archdiocesan Coun
cil received a copy of the Contract and of 
the accompanying memorandum. 

15. On April 30, 1998 petitioner Dimas 
faxed two letters to the General Counsel of 
the Archdiocese with copies to the mem
bers of the Executive Committee express
ing his concern, among other things, about 
the failure of the contract of sale to make 
reference to the possibility that notice of 
the Transaction may have had to have been 
given to the Attorney General of the State 
of New York and/or that court approval 
might have been required for the Transac
tion under Article 12 of the Religious Cor
poration Law of the State of New York. 
Copies of those letters are attached as Ex-
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hibit B. 

16. Upon information and belief, dur
ing the course of the April 30th meeting of 
the Executive Committee it was confirmed 
that the Contract had been signed by the 
Chancellor who was not authorized to en
ter into this Transaction and that a check 
for a non-refundaable deposit in the amount 
of$139,500 was issued without the knowl
edge and approval of the Executive Com
mittee. The Executive Committee, at its 
telephone meeting of April 30th, voted 
against the acquisition of the Premises. In 
addition, the president of the Executive 
Committee appointed an ad hoc commit
tee ("Ad Hoc Committee") consisting of 
four of its members to look into the cir
cumstances surrounding the Transaction. 

17. The Petitioner is aware that the down 
payment of$139,500 has been retained by 
the seller as liquidated damages as a con
sequence of the inability of the Archdio
cese to honor its contractual commitment 
to purchase the premises. Also that the loss 
of these funds could have been avoided had 
the Archdiocese and its General Counsel 
included a provision in the contract that 
conditioned the transaction upon (a) its 
approval by the Executive Committee and 
(b) the Archdiocese obtaining such approv
al and providing such notice to the Attor
ney General as may be required for a reli
gious corporation to enter into such a trans
action in the State of New York. The con
tract did not include such a provision .. To 
the contrary it contained the following false 
statement in paragraph 38: "Authorization. 
Purchaser represents that he is duly autho
rized to enter into this Contract of Sale by 
the governing body ofthe Archdiocese and 
has the full and complete authority, with
out reservations, to legally bind them to the 
obligations of this contract. Purchaser will 
submit documentation evidencing such au
thority and all other documentation which 
may be required by title company." A copy 
of paragraph 38 of the Contract is attached 
hereto as Exhibit C. 

THE AD HOC COMMITTEE IS 
THWARTED BY ARCHDIOCESE 

18. Upon information and belief, the Ad 
Hoc Committee in attempting to carry out 
the mandate issued to them by the Presi-
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dent of the Archdiocesan Council, received 
at best only grudging cooperation from the 
Archdiocese. 

19. On May 28, 1998 the Ad Hoc Com
mittee submitted to the Executive Commit
tee a preliminary report setting forth its 
findings as a result of a meeting of its mem
bers at the Archdiocese on Thursday, May 
7, 1998 and its review through May 26, 
1998. A copy of the preliminary report of 
the Ad Hoc Committee is attached hereto 
as Exhibit D. It makes reference to a num
ber of financial irregularities and impro
prieties and confirms the reluctance of the 
Archdiocese to make records available to 
them. 

20. Upon information and belief, in ad
dition to the financial irregularities and 
improprieties cited in the Ad Hoc Commit
tee's report, other even more serious acts 
of financial wrongdoing have been estab
lished including but not limited to the fol
lowing: 

-Upon information and belief, without 
notice to the Executive Committee the sig
nature cards for all of the Archdiocese ac-
counts, including those for the pension ac-

natories are the Archbishop, the Chancel
lor and the General Counsel of the Archdi
ocese. Additionally, as opposed to past 
practice it may be that only one signature 
is needed to remove all of the funds from 
certain accounts. 

-Upon information and belief the Arch
bishop has been paid more than $110,000 
in cash from the petty cash account so as 
to avoid disclosure. 

-Upon information and belief, the Chan
cellor's salary has been paid to him in part 
through payroll checks and in part utiliz
ing one of the charitable accounts of the 
Archdiocese so as to avoid disclosure. 

-Upon information and belief, $200,000 
has been "withdrawn" from a restricted 
account set up for the specific purpose of 
collecting contributions made to the Ecu
menical Patriarchate. Those funds have not 
been repaid. The signatories on the ac
count, at the time the funds were with
drawn, the Archbishop, the Chancellor and 
the General Counsel of the Archdiocese, 
were not the signatories designated by rep
resentatives of the Ecumenical Patriarch
ate at the time the account was established. 

counts, were changed so that the new sig- -Upon information and belief, the Arch-
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diocese misled the members of the Arch
diocesan Council in the Financial Report 
rendered to them in March 1998 for the year 
ending December 31, 1997. Two such in
stances have been uncovered. The first 
concerns the expenditure of $380,000 for 
furniture, fixtures and equipment. This 
entry was not made in its traditional place 
but rather placed in another category, which 
does not appear on the Report. Secondly, 
representations were made that construc
tion and renovation costs at the Archdio
cese were fully covered by insurance. This 
is untrue. Of the total cost of $275,000, 
insurance covered only $121,000. There 
are many other open questions regarding 
the financial report rendered to the Arch
diocesan Council in March 1998. 

21. Based upon the foregoing recitation 
of facts it is clear that there exists a con
scious campaign to deprive the members 
ofthe Executive Committee, and by exten
sion the laity, of their ability to meet the 
legal and fiduciary obligations placed upon 
them by the laws of the State ofN ew York 
as embodied in its Not-for-Profit and Reli
gious Corporation laws and that the Arch
diocese has in fact suffered a loss of at least 
$139,500 while millions of dollars in ex
penditures have yet to be identified and 
explained. 

22. No previous application has been 
made to this or any other Court for the re
lief sought herein. 

WHEREFORE Petitioner respectfully 
requests that 

(a) the Archdiocese make available to 
the Petitioner the books and records of the 
Archdiocese and of its accountants for the 
purpose of clarifying the many questions 
arising from the preliminary report of the 
Ad Hoc Committee and those matters re
ferred to in paragraph 20 of the petition. 

(b) the contract of sale for the premises 
in the absence of court approval be declared 
null and void and that the Chancellor and 
General Counsel of the Archdiocese and 
such other parties as may be found to be 
responsible for entering into the contract 
of sale and expending Archdiocese funds 
without the approval of the Executive Com
mittee or ofthe Supreme Court ofthe State 
of New York, be directed to return such 
funds in the amount of $139,500 plus in-

NOVEMBER, 1998 

SPYRIDON 
DEGRADES HIS FLOCK 

In a letter to Patriarch Bartholomew. dated August 28. 1997. and intended as a com
mentary on an earlier memorandum by the Bishops requesting metropolitanates in ~mer
ica, Archbishop Spyridon registered his assessment of the Greek Orthodox Archdl~cese 
in highly disparaging statements about his flock. The letter was exposed by the Natzonal 
Herald. Saturday-Sunday, October 24-25. 1998, In an article in Greek entitled "Rude 
Attack by Spyridon Against Clergy and Laity of the Omogeneia ". Following are the 
Archbishop's reported statements in translation: 

"It is widely known that the clergy of 
the Archdiocese is largely composed of 
degreed theologians who are graduates of 
the Theological School of Holy Cross in 
Boston. Equally known to all of course is 
that the graduates of this School, both old
er and younger, generally lack the most 
basic theological knowledge, especially in 
the area of Orthodox ecclesiology, canon 
law, and patristic literature." 

"In the memorandum [of the Bishops] 
the Christian faithful in the Dioceses is re
ferred to as 'one of the most godly.' In this 
regard, let it suffice to state with certainty 
that the Orthodoxy of these faithful of ours, 
subject for many decades until today to the 
most powerful influence of Protestantism, 
has been incisively characterized as 'plas
tic' by [unnamed] preeminent theologians 
of our Church. Everyone can easily ascer
tain this fact from many other factors, as 
for example the whole scale violation al
most by all, both clergy and laity, of the 
canons concerning fasting; but mainly and 
above all, of the almost complete abolition 
of the veneration of the holy icons even in 
our churches, which [icons] today playa 
role more decorative than worshipful." 

"It is sad to ascertain and to say that the 
body of our Church in the USA is com
posed largely of Orthodox according to 
habit and tradition and not according to 
conscience. Certainly, being such, they 
have only few possibilities to survive as a 

terest at the statutory rate to date, to the 
Archdiocese, and 

(c) for such other and further relief as to 
the Court seems just and proper, together 
with interest, costs and disbursements of 
this action. 

strong Orthodox body in the religiously 
pluralistic society, as it is shown by the al
ready proven large scale flux of our faith
ful to other Christian Churches and con
fessions." 

"In the same paragraph [of the Bishop's 
memorandum] reference is made to 'the 
multitude of faithful coming to the sacred 
services' when the Archbishop appears or 
even perhaps the Bishop. However, what 
is omitted is that the regular worshipers in 
our churches do not exceed the percentage 
of four to five (4-5) of the total of our bap
tized faithful." 

"[The Bishop's memorandum] lists 
those institutions which, before and after 
the possible elevation of the Dioceses into 
Metropolitanates, could guarantee the fu
ture unity of the Archdiocese. It must be 
said here that these institutions, even 
though they exist and operate today, in no 
way prove sufficient to stem the centrifu-

. gal tendency of the Bishops appearing more 
clear day by day. Examples abound of the 
separate initiatives undertaken by them [the 
Bishops] in complete independence and, 
not rarely, despite the decisions of various 
Archdiocesan administrative bodies." 

SrmSCRIBE TO THE 

G REEK-AMEru CAN 

REVIEW 

CALL: 

(212) 967-5017 
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OCL Calls for Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church of America 

INVITES SCOBA TO RECONVENE 
THE LIGONIER CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN HIERARCHS 

"Behold, How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity" - Psalm 133 

One of the most visible and serious symptoms of the worsening crisis in our Church, 
caused by the actions and policies of Archbishop Spyridon, is the resolution, last month, 
of the OCL (Orthodox Christian Laity) calling for unification and autocephaly of the 
Orthodox Churches in America. During the II th annual meeting of the Board of Direc
tors in Los Angeles, Octobe 9-11, passed unanimously the following resolution: 

WHEREAS: The Holy Orthodox 
Church in the United States is fragmented 
into several jurisdictions contrary to can
on law which specifies that " ... for in one 
city there shall not be two bishops," (1 st 
Ecumenical Council, Nicaea, 325), and that 
the historical evolution of the Church in 
America has divided her into multiple eth
nic jurisdictions which maintains the 
Church here in a non-canonical entity, and 

WHEREAS: The ethnic divisions of 
the Church in America violates the man
date laid down by the Synod of Constant i
nople in 1872 which declared that "phyl
etism" or ethnicity/nationalism as a deci
sive factor in church organization has no 
basis and condemned it as heresy, and 

WHEREAS: Such a divided status and 
ethnically-centered Orthodoxy betrays an 
unfortunate sectarian tendency which ren
ders other work ineffectual and results in 
scarce human and finance resources to be 
diffused into duplicative projects in Chris
tian education, philanthropy and mission 
outreach, thus making it difficult for the 
Church to achieve its apostolic and salva
tional mission among the faithful and un
churched in America, resulting in Ortho
doxy's lack ofa moral-ethical voice in the 
American arena, and 

WHEREAS: The Mother Churches 
have been remiss in providing for the ca
nonical welfare of the daughter churches 
in America, preferring to keep them in a 
colonial and dependent status, and 

WHEREAS: While recognizing the 
authority of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
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the First Throne of Orthodoxy, to admin
ister and govern the churches in the Diaspo
ra, as defined by Canon 28 of the 4th Ecu
menical Council at Chalcedon in 451, we 
submit to a candid world that the Ameri
can church no longer lives in a "diaspora" 
but indeed is home in its own country and 
milieu having an existence of over 200 
years in America, and 

WHEREAS: The American church 
possesses the basic requirements for the es
tablishment of an autocephalous church in 
that it is sufficiently mature to organize its 
own ecclesiastical life; that it has sufficient 
number of parishes and parishioners, the 
ability to train new clergymen, and a hier
archy canonically capable of making sub
sequent appointments of new bishops; and 
finally and more importantly, that it is lo
cated in a political\y independent state, so 
that the foundation of the new Church as 
autocephalous can be recognized as being 
"in conformity to the spirit of the Sacred 
Canons and to Church practices "(Bogole
pov: Toward An American Orthodox 
Church, 1963), and 

WHEREAS: That the paradigm for the 
solution of this canonical American prob
lem already exists in the autocephalous 
national churches that were granted auto
cephaly by the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
namely Russia in 1587; Greece in 1850; 
Serbia in 1879; Romania in 1885; Georgia 
in 1917; Albania in 1937; and Bulgaria in 
1945; and 

WHEREAS: The Orthodox Christian 
Laity (OCL), a lay ministry now in its elev-

enth year of working for spiritual renewal 
and ecclesiastical accountability, has thor
oughly researched the issue of autoceph
aly for the American church and has pub
lished its report "Orthodoxy in America: 
The Unity We Seek" in its publication 
Project for Orthodox Renewal (1993), and 
is cognizant of the fact that the venerable 
patriarchates of Antioch and Moscow, as 
"mother churches," are supportive of au
tocephaly for the American church, 

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Ortho
dox Christian Laity (OCL) assembled at its 
11 th Annual Meeting in the city of Los 
Angeles, California, on the eve ofthe Feast
day of its patron saint, Symeon, the New 
Theologian, petitions His All Holiness, 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and the 
Holy Synod of Constantinople to grant au
tocephaly to the American church and cal\s 
upon the Standing Conference of Canon i
cal Orthodox Bishops in the Americas 
(SCOBA) to reconvene the Ligonier con
ference of American hierarchs to once 
again proclaim that the American church 
is no longer a "Diaspora," and to pursue 
the necessary steps with the mother church
es in declaring that the "fullness of time" 
for the unification and autocephaly of the 
American church has arrived as we move 
toward the third Christian millennium and 
calls upon the members of the OCL and all 
Orthodox Christians in America to support 
the establishment of a united autocepha
lous Orthodox Church in America. In 
adopting this resolution it continues to be 
OCL's intent to be supportive of the Ecu
menical Patriarchate, both financially and 
politically, as we are now constituted as a 
church and as we will be as an autocepha
lous church. Indeed, it is our belief that a 
united autocephalous church in America 
will be in a better position to provide stron
ger support to the Ecumenical Patriarch
ate. 
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Greek American Women Activities in Illinois 

I By Elaine Thomopoulos Ph.D. I 

Dr. Beatriz Badikian and Dr. Ed Berggren presented an out
standing program at Greek American Community Services in 
Chicago on October 1 I, 1998. The program was presented by the 
Greek Women's University Club, with co-sponsorship of 
Greek-Amencan Community Services and the Hellenic Profes
sional Society of Illinois. 

The audience was enthralled with Badikian's moving portray
al of refugee and immigrant life, which was accompanied by the 
excellent flute music of Dr. Berggren, The reading was based on 
her autobiographical work in progress: Nomads, Migrants, R(?fu
gees: Stories of Exile and Home. 

Badikian explained that the stories, essays and poems are based 
on her own family's story. She comments that her story is the 
skeleton and that she adds the flesh. Flesh is what she does add, 
making each of her characters become alive, as if they were there 
in the room with us. 

Comments from the audience attested to the wonderful expe
rience of that afternoon: "Beautiful blend of music and prose." 
"A very talented writer and speaker, Ms. Badikian's words vivid
ly portrayed the image, transcending words." "I could easily pic
ture the characters in my mind." "Spellbinding-" 

The struggle of the immigrant and the immigrant's children is 
close to us. She brings this story, with its pain, pathos and hope, 
out in the open to be explored by our hearts. She relates the expe
rience of her Greek and Armenian ancestors during this past cen
tury. This includes vignettes about: 

(1) the horrors of the Armenian genocide and fleeing to Greece 
(2) the thankful Greek refugee mother reunited after a year 

with her husband, who at first she did not recognize when he 
appeared bearded and haggard, and dressed in rags. He pleaded, 
"It's me, your husband." 

(3) the anger and guilt of a young man in Greece during the 
German occupation who sees the names of his two friends in the 
papers, executed for being out after curfew after he narrowly es
capes the same fate 

(4) the struggle of a family who immigrates from Greece to 
Argentina and then to California and Chicago, a family forced 
into menial jobs and a difficult existence, learning that American 
streets are "paved with garbage not gold". 

(5) the daughter of this family who strives for an education 
despite her father's wishes and realizes her dream of being a poet. 

Badikian brilliantly captures the spitit and soul of the immi
grant and the immigrant's children and the chilling experience of 
being caught between two places, not knowing which one is home, 
"How do I decide who I am and where I belong?" 

This program was funded in part by the Illinois Humanities 
Council, the National Endownment for the Humanities, the Illi
nois General Assembly and the Foundation for Hellenic Studies. 
The Greek-American Community Services sponsorship is sup
ported by Community Development Block Grant from the Chica
go Department of Cultural Affairs. 
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Coordinators were John Rassogianis, Sonia Arvanitis and 
Elaine Thomopoulos. Additional people who worked on this pro
gram or provided refreshments were Demetra Giannis, Maria 
Fotinopoulos, Anna Moreno, Theodora Nicolandis, and Sandy 
Petropulos. 

This presentation is part of the Greek Women's University 
Club's project "Greek-American Women in Illinois". This project 
explores the history and accomplishments of Greek-Anierican 
women in Illinois and their role in the development of the com- .
munity, starting with the immigration of the first woman in 1885 
to the present. During the past two years distinguished humanists 
and community leaders have presented a series of lectums, panel 
discussions and literary readings throughout the Chicago land area. 
Oral histories of members of the Greek Women's University Club 
are also being conducted. An exhibit of early immigrant women 
has been mounted in Bridgman, Michigan and Chicago and 
Westchester, Illinois. This exhibit, which features Georgia Pooley, 
Presbytera Stella Petrakis, Tbcano Margaris, Venette Ashfold 
Askotinis and Senator Adeline Geo-Karis will be at Holy Apos
tles Greek-Orthodox Church in Westchester, until October 20, 
1998. For further information call Project Director Elaine Tho
mopoulos at (630) 655 - 2077. 

Serving: Restaurants - Diners 

Pizzarias - Caterers 

Delis - Bars 

The monthly magazine of the 
Greek-American Food Industry 

421 Seventh Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10001 

Telephone: (212) 967-5016 
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Georgia Drake -First Star 

Georgia Drake (Tsarpalas) is the first 
woman of Greek descent to host an Amer
ican television program. Yet Miss Drake's 
career was much more complex and exten
sive than even these first telecast perfor
mances can now convey. What follows 
could never present all of Miss Drake's 
accomplishments but it will familiarize the 
Reader with some of the highpoints of this 
diverse performer' s career. 

Roots 

As with most Greeks in North America 
Georgia Drake attributes her eventual suc
cesses to the values she was taught and 
experienced at home. Georgia ' s father 
Demetrios Tsarpalas hailed from the vil
lage of Kynegou near Pylos in the district 
of Messenia. Demetrios was the second of 
ten children. At the age of 19 he immigrat
ed, first to Boston, then Chicago. In time 
he brought four of his brothers. 

Even by the harsh standards of the peri
od Demetrios Tsarpalas was an especially 
hard worker. By the time he married Dem
etrios Tsarpalas owned the Apollo Baking 
Company, the largest wholesale Greek
owned bakery in Chicago. As if this were 
not enough he also owned three restaurants, 
a billiard parlor, a shoe-shine parlor, and 
three street - comer newsstands at Clark, 
Diversey and Broadway. With all that to 
his credit it must be said that Demetrios 
Tsarpalas was also fortunate in marriage. 

Athanasia Psiharis was born in Chrys
ovitse in the Arcadia district. Her brother 
Louis is credited with bringing Athanasia 
to Chicago. Louis Psiharis along with his 
two brothers George and Peter owned the 
extremely popular Athenian Cafe at Dear
born and Wacker Drive. Through various 
business and social connections Demetri
os and Athanasia were brought together. 

All of these prominent business enter
prises and social connections affected Atha
nasia in a totally unpredictable manner. 
Athanasia was gifted with a fantastic sing
ing voice. Such were her natural talents that 
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I By STEVE FRANGOS I 

Athanasia was often called upon at social 
gatherings to render one or another of the 
fabled kleftika. These songs had special im
port for the large Tsarpalas clan. 

During the War of Greek Independence 
Demetrios Tsarpala's grandfather was a 
recognized leader and close compatriot of 
Theodore Kolokotronis. It was Kolokotro
nis himself who dubbed his close friend 
Yorgios Diakoumopoulos, 'Tsarpalas' lit
erally 'sword of the Czar. ' It is by this hon
ored paratsoukli that the family was for
ever after known. So, Athanacia's singing 
of kleftika was not enjoyment or a nostal
gia for home but also family's role in the 
history of Greece. 

Athanasia's singing gained such acclaim 
that she was offered, more than once, a re
cording contract. But the propriety of the 
times and the extended Tsarpalas-Psiharis 
clan' s social standing, simply would not al
low Athanasia to accept. In any event with 
three children, a husband, a home, and all 
her relatives and friends Athanasia's life 
was really too full to seriously consider 
such offers. But something must have lin
gered. 

For all the encouragement and support 
Georgia received from her mother, while 
obviously an expression of love, concern, 
and pride, may have also been fueled by 
the knowledge only immigrant mother' s 
possess. That life in America otfers wom
en choices not available in Greece. That 
for all the love, respect, and honor bestowed 
upon Greek women there are also known, 
and unspoken, limits on how proper, wom
en must conduct themselves. 

Early Career 

Georgia Tsarpalas majored in Speech 
and minored in languages at Chicago's De
Paul University. At this same time Geor
gia studied voice at the Chicago Conser
vatory of Music under Maurice Scaffi. It 
was at DePaul University that Georgia be
gan performing in operettas and musical 
comedies. As hard working as any of the 
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extended Tsarpalas clan Georgia 
was also appearing along side vet
eran radio performer Jim Ameche 
in a host of airwave dramas. 

Georgia's ultimate success was 
not something handed to her. 
Rather Georgia's early years are a 
case book study of the painstak
ing process all professionals must 
travel. After receiving her diplo
ma Georgia taught 5th grade; re
calling today that she then spent 
most of her day singing to her stu
dents. A hectic schedule followed 
where Georgia juggled her teach
ing responsibilities with radio re
cording schedules and her first fea
tured performances as a 'Conti
nental Chanteuse' at the fabled 
Churchill Club on Chicago's Gold 
Coast. These appearances led -
while she was still performing at 
the Churchill Club - to an ex
tended engagement at the Sher
man Hotel's College Inn. 

During these club engagements 
Georgia attracted the attention of 
local ABC television talent scouts. 
Georgia entered the studio simply 
to audition as a singer. When "out 
of the blue" as she recalls, the pro
ducers proposed, instead that there 
be a Georgia Drake Show. 

In 1957, during what is now 
recognized as the Golden Age of 
Television, Georgia Drake found 
herself the "star" hostess, princi
ple vocalist, lead dancer, and 
sometimes even writer of a half 
hour variety show. Airing in Chi
cago on Sundays from 8 PM to 8:30 PM 
this live program was telecast throughout 
the midwest. As was typical for this evolv
ing media the program ran for only eight 
months. While the show was canceled ABC 
executives clearly recognized Georgia 
Drake's talents since she quickly found 
herself an yet another program. 
Polka-Go-Round (23 June 1958-28 Sep
tember 1959) was ABC's second attempt 
at a polka series. Nationally Broadcast from 
Chicago the program was hosted by Bob 
Lewandowski and included among its reg
ular performers none other than Georgia 
Drake. 

Over the next two years Georgia was 
involved in a dizzy array of guest perfor-
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mances on television programs in Chicago 
and New York City. It must be stressed that 
television during this period was performed 
live and not recorded as it is today. Geor
gia Drake's confident presence was noted 
not simply in singing or dancing but on quiz 
shows, seemingly endless commercials, 
and as a guest hostess for countless pro
grams. Wanting to focus on her singing 
Georgia left television talents for a forum 
that would showcase her talents. 

Career Highlights 

Georgia Drake ' s career is part of that 
now lost world of Cafe Society. The inter
national elite clubs then found in the Hil-

ton Sheraton and Ritz - Carlton hotels were 
the'perfect venue for her talents . Georgia's 
annual tour took her to any combination of 
clubs such as the Empire Room at Chica
go's Hilton Palmer House; the LaSalle 
Bonaventure club in the Queen Elizabeth 
Hilton of Montreal; the Tamanaco in Car
acas, Venezuela; The Southern Club of Hot 
Springs, Arkansas; Toronto's Royal York 
Hotel; the Sahara in Chicago; the 
L'Auberge de Quatre Chemins in Quebec 
City; the Puerto Rico Sheraton in San Juan; 
the Chateau Laurier of Ottawa; Boston ' s 
Statler Hotel; the Shamrock Hotel in Hous
ton; Los Angeles' Ambassador Hotel; Cae
sar's Palace in Los Vegas; Ritz Carlton in 
Montreal; the Fontainebleu of Miami 
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Beach; and the Athens Hilton. 
Georgia's touring schedule soon took 

on an established pattern. A segment of 
the year was devoted to touring the Car
ibbean, North and South America. The 
remainder of the season, based in her 
Athens apartment, Georgia would per
form at the newly opened Hilton. Geor
gia's long term appearance at the Ath
ens Hilton coincided with the phenom
enal boom in tourism of the 1970s. 

As an artist Georgia found this peri
od of her career especially fulfilling. 
Aside from her nightly performances as 
a featured singer Georgia was also re
cording and appearing on Greek televi
sion. Chryso Mou Asteri is perhaps her 
best remembered album from this peri
od. Unquestionably her most popular 
45rpm record featured "Misirlou ,. and 
"Havah Nagilah" on the Heartbeat la
bel. During one of her tours a reviewer 
called Georgia "The Greek Goddess of 
Song." 

The Reviews 

It is not surprising that there are 
countless reviews of Georgia's perfor
mances. What is startling is that they are 
in English, French, Spanish and Greek. 
Reading even short vignettes from any 
of these accounts gives one a clear sense 
of the responses to Georgia's perfor
mances. "Georgia Drake, with natural 
beauty and gowned to match her looks 
comes across with great effect ... that 
hits the mark on all counts ... Miss Drake 
runs the gamet of tunes from folk to 
friSky, squeezing every phrase/or best 
impact, hitting every note clean and 
teasing ... Miss Drake sells everything 
with plenty of skill and savvy, and 
doesn't waste a second of her time on 
the floor. She comes across well with 
.. When the World Was Young ", also 
"Never On Sunday" in a mixture of Greek 
and English lyrics. A "My Fair Lady" med
ley brings in her Spanish version, some 
French and Hebrew standards with special 
arrangements, and has to beg off (Variety 
May 19, 1965). 

Georgia Drake entered the Chateau 
Laurier spotlight wearing a simple black 
gown. No sequins, no diamonds, no pearls. 
But she brought a big shining jewel of a 
voice to dazzle the audience through a 
multi-hued 40 minutes of listening pleasure. 
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Her orchestra arrangements were also sim
ple and restrained in happy contrast to the 
elaborate scores beloved of many club sing
ers. Nothing distracting .fi-om that rich 
trained voice which Miss Drake held back 
to a poignant crooning for songs like "The 
Apple Trees", then uncocked to tinkle the 
dinnerware for the exuberant "Havah 
Nagilah ". (The) highlight for me was her 
rendering of a sultry Greek song, "Mis ir
lou ", which she sang in the appropriate 
language, one ofs ix she uses. In all of them, 

she translates into good news for 
Chateau-goers (Ottawa Citizen 
March II, 1965). 

Lost Role Model 

Today, it is difficult to look at a 
television program, feature film, or 
video without seeing a Greek per
former, writer, director, producer, or 
technician. As with most things Greek 
in North America these individuals 
had to work hard. Curiously, many 
report that while their individual fam
ily and friends supported them they 
always assumed they were first Greek 
performers, writers, and so on in their 
field. 

Georgia Drake (Tsarpalas) is from 
the second generation of Greek per
formers in North America. Miss 
Drake is also among the most respect
ed group of second generation female 
vocalists which includes Paraskevi 
Antonopoulou, the Andrews Sisters, 
Eva Styl, Leni Parteri, Maria Kalog
eropoulos Callas (1923-1977), and 
others. Even among this distinguished 
collective Miss Drake is unique. 

Georgia Drake is the first woman 
performer of Greek descent to both 
host her own television program and 
to appear on Greek television. While 
it is a recognized feature of Greek
American history that immigrant per
formers such as Madam Koula (An
tonopoulos), Maria Papagika, and 
Yorgios Katsaros all toured Greek di
aspora colonies, Georgia Drake is 
also among the first performers of the 
second generation to return to Greece 
and successfully establish herself as 
an entertainer. 

For too long has Greek-America 
ignored those who have made significant 
achievements in the Arts. Aside from de
nying aspiring artists a sense of the accom
plishments of truly successful entertainers 
of Greek descent we lose the continuing 
inspiration recordings of performers such 
as Georgia Drake still convey. Learning 
more about the life and career of Georgia 
Drake is a good start in the recovery of the 
role of Greek performers in the wider world 
of arts and entertainment. 
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GREECE 
AND THE GREEK DIASPORA: 
THE GREEK-AMERICAN COMMUNITY AT THE DAWN OF THE 

TWENTY -FIRST CENTURY, AND THE TWILIGHT OF THE TWENTIETH 

By Prof. JOHN A. KOUMOULIDES 

"BIOGRAPHY is history and history is 
biography," observed the late Sir Ronald 
Syme, Camden Professor of Ancient His
tory at the University of Oxford. This es
say reflects personal experiences and ob
servations of Hellenism in the United States 
of America during my 41-year-Iong life in 
America as a student and teacher. They are 
perspectives of a distant observer, and not 
of an "active" member of the 
Greek-American community. This paper is 
only an outline viewed from my own prism 
of the history ofthe Greek-American com
munity, and I hope that it will be accepted 
as such. Before proceeding with this pa
per, however, I shall venture to share with 
the wider public what being a Hellene 
means to me. 

During my lifetime I have been a prod
uct and a student of Greece and of Europe. 
In my early years in the land of my birth, 
the land that nurtured me, being Greek had 
not entered my consciousness the way it 
has during my years abroad. Actually, I do 
not recall the matter ever entering my 
thoughts and concerns. I was one of ap
proximately ten million Greeks in the land 

Greece and the Greek Diaspora is a study 
included in the recently published 
book"Greece: The Legacy. Essays on the 
History of Greece Ancient, Byzantine and 
Modern, " edited by prof John A. Koumoul
ides and published by the University Press 
of Maryland, P.G. Box 34454, Bethesda, 
MD 20827. John A. Koumoulides is Pro
fessor of History at Ball State University 
in Muncie, Indiana. He has written and 
edited numerous books on Greece and Cy
prus, his latest being 'The Monastery of 
Tatarna: History and Treasures" (jointly 
with Lazaros Deriziotis and Stavroula 
Sdrolia) and "The Good Idea: Democracy 
in Ancient Greece, " He is Corresponding 
Member of the Academy of Athens. 
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of Greece, one whose parents experienced 
the trials ofbeing,prosfiges, refugees, and 
the trauma of having to leave, alas by force, 
the lands of their ancestors and birth. I am 
the child of prosfiges. 

My mother and her parents were refu
gees from Argyroupolis of Trabezond, 
Pontos. My father, who was born in the 
Russian port city ofN ovorossisk of a Rus
sian father and Greek mother, was or
phaned at the age of two. His father, a 
prominent merchant and landowner, and 
loyal member of the Orthodox church, was 
murdered by the Bolsheviks for his sup
port of the Tsar and the Church. In my own 
life I had first-hand knowledge of being a 
child of refugees, but not the melancholy 
experience. Actually, it was only when cir
cumstances brought me to the shores of the 
United States of America in July of 1956, 
shortly after graduation from the Gymna
sium, that my ethnic and religious identity 
began to slowly but steadily enter my con
science. 

Hellenes are the custodians of a great 
heritage. Being Greek means the privilege 
of being a member of a unique ethnic cul
ture and reveling in its glorious history and 
humor, its language and literature, its mu
sic and idiosyncrasies and its festivals, and 
in general its contributions to the cultural 
identity of our Western civilization. Being 
a member of the Orthodox Church means 
being entrusted with the heritage of a great 
faith, a faith rich in rituals and ceremonies, 
tolerant and yet demanding, a loving and a 
caring faith, an ancient Christian faith that 
for centuries helped to nurture Hellenism. 
There is an indispensable link between 
Hellenism and Orthodoxy. 

Being a Hellene in the United States of 
America means feeling a special love and 
affection for this land I have chosen as my 
second country, a land where love of free-

dom is as treasured as in the land where 
the idea of freedom was born and democ
racy was first practiced 2,500 years ago
in Athens, Greece. America has provided 
freedom and opportunity to millions from 
all parts of the world who have come and 
settled here. My parents raised me to be
lieve in and be proud of my ethnic and re
ligious heritage. Faith in God was my par
ents' treasure. Orthodoxy was its nour
ishment. 

In the United States of America, a land 
of immigrants, I developed a strong con
sciousness of my Hellenic and Orthodox 
identity. I did not have to mute my ethnic 
and religious identity in order to be a "good 
American" for, on the contrary, America 
invites all its people to be what they are 
and to believe what they wish without fear. 
Indeed, it is from individual diversity and 
shared faith in God that Americans draw 
their strength and hope. The ethnic, racial, 
linguistic and religious mosaic of the Unit
ed States is a microcosm of the cosmos. 
Orthodoxy and Hellenism are only two 
rather small stones of the American mosa
IC. 

The history of the Greeks in America 
can be divided into three periods. The first 
period starts with the sixteenth century and 
ends with the nineteenth century. The sec
ond covers the first half of our century. The 
third refers to the last 30 years, i.e., from 
1960 to today. 

It is alleged that the first Greeks to set 
foot on the New World were sailors. They 
were working on ships owned by the king 
of Spain, right after Christoforos Colom
bos, when the kingdom of Seville was at 
the first stage of expanding its dominance 
and trade to the new continent. The first 
historical mention of the Greeks is made 
by F. D. Bandelier, who states that in 1528 
a Greek sailor, Don Theodoro or Theodor-
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os, fell victim to the Indians in Florida. 
Much later, in the eighteenth century, 

and more specifically in 1768, Greeks from 
Peloponnisos, especially from Mani, along 
with some Greeks from Asia Minor, arrived 
in Florida and settled in an area they called 
the colony of New Smyrna, Florida. Ten 
years later, as historian E. P. Panagopoulos 
states, they resettled a few miles to the 
north, in what is today St. Augustine, Flor
ida. In 1864 the first Greek Orthodox 
Church in America was established in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

The first American reference to Greeks 
dates from 1824 when, according to offi
cial documents, five immigrants arrived 
from Greece. According to one historical 
source, these were Greek orphans who 
seem to have been adopted by American 
philhellenes who participated in the strug
gle for the liberation of Greece (1821-29). 

For the period between 1824 and the end 
of the century, we do not have any reliable 
data, official or unofficial. The year 1890, 
however, marks the start of the first great 
wave of immigration from areas of the 

Peloponnisos, as well as from the Asia 
Minor coast, mainly to the eastern coast of 
the United States. It is estimated that by 
the mid-I920s, 450,000 Greeks had emi
grated to the United States. This number 
also includes refugees from Asia Minor and 
the Pontus region, although they did not 
constitute the majority in that period. 1 

The Greeks came to the New World 
mainly to better their economic condition. 
They were young men, sometimes children, 
who wanted to work, to save money, and 
to return to Greece to their villages and 
families. The ties with the fatherland re
mained strong. It is worth noting that 
45,000 men of draft age, and along with 
them women and children, returned to their 
native land at the start of the Balkan Wars 
(1912-13) to enlist, as volunteers, in the 
Greek army. Another impressive character
istic is the amount of money sent to Greece. 
Official data for the period of 1910-30 
show that more than 650 million dollars 
flowed into the country and strengthened 
the Greek economy. If one converts the 
value of the dollars ofthat period into their 

current value, one then gets a better pic
ture of this truly important contribution by 
immigrants to the Greek economy. 

Around 45 percent, i.e., more than 
200,000 of the 450,000 immigrants of the 
1890-1930 period, returned to Greece for 
permanent repatriation. Generally, we 
could say that there was no intention at that 
time of a permanent settlement in the Unit
ed States. In other words, a great percent
age of those young immigrants, by today's 
standards, could be considered "travellers." 

The only difference was that their trip 
was a long one- it could sometimes last 
twenty or even thirty years. And certainly 
it was not at all a tourist trip. It was charac
terized by hard work, often wretched liv
ing conditions, and especially by the lack 
of feeling that they "belonged, " that they 
were citizens with equal rights in their new 
country. 

The second significant immigration pe
riod is the one between 1947 and 1960, 
when around 75,000 Greeks came to the 
United States of America. The third and 
last period (from 1960 to today) is charac-
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terized by the change in the immigration 
law in 1966, when with the active contri
bution of the first native-born member of 
Congress of Greek origin, Dr. John Brade
mas, Greek immigration to the United 
States was facilitated. From that time until 
1980 about 160,000 people left Greece with 
the intention of settling permanently in the 
United States. However, during the 1980s 
their number was greatly reduced, falling 
to 25,000. Today the new immigrants num
ber fewer than 1,000 per year. 

Slowly but steadily, the Greek who has 
left his country during the twentieth centu
ry, looking for a better future in the United 
States, has acquired economic indepen
dence. Along with this independence has 
come social recognition, first within his 
own group and then within the wider Amer
ican social and economic context. His chil
dren have been raised in a new environ
ment, with new customs and ideas. A new 
social conscience has been formed within 
him. He is faced with dilemmas, created 
by everyday life, which cut across his fa
miliar, religious and national beliefs. The 
Greek of America is constantly trying in 
every way to balance within himself the old 
values with the new. In an environment 
filled with political, minority, and psycho
logical stress, he brings with him the heavy 
burden of a priceless heritage and of a long 
tradition, but he also has to face a new re
ality in his family and especially in his work 
and social environment that he cannot ig
nore. 

Between the second and third period, a 
significant change took place in the char
acter of the immigrants. The intent to re
turn to the old country slowly diminished 
and in the end was extinguished, the only 
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exception being its survival in some small 
pockets, mainly around New York and Chi
cago areas. The new immigrants consider 
America as their own country now. They 
get married, many times with non-Greeks 
and sometimes with non-Orthodox. They 
have decided to make their family and work 
in America. In short, their roots are on the 
other side now. It is worth noting that mixed 
marriages today constitute more than half 
of all marriages performed, and this is es
pecially true for the western, mid-westem, 
and southern states. 

When Constantine Cavai)' set to poetry 
the yearning of return, the Nostos of the 
Greek immigrant, he wrote: 

MtXPI y~paToc; KaTGKOmaa, 
npyaaBlJv anvevaTi rpwv~C; EAAMOC; 
areplJBeic; IWI TWV 0X()wv IWKpav TIJC; 

I:a/lov 
O()ev vvv ov&v 
rpPIWTOV napX' KI' elC; aJlJv r5ev 

npoevo/la! nev()wv. 
EKei ()a ei/la! /leTa TWV aV/lnOAlTWv. 
Kal TOV Aomov ()a O/ll).W eUIJVlari. 

I toiled till myoid age. I worked with
out a break deprived of the sound of the 
Greek language and the shores of distant 
Samos. Thus now nothing horrible I suf
fer, nor do I go to Hades mourning. 

For there will be among my fellow coun
trymen; and I'll always be speaking Greek. 

Cavai)' was primarily referring to and 
speaking about the Greeks of the first and, 
to some extent, the second immigration 
periods, those people we today call first
and second-generation Americans. Today 
and especially since the 1950s the Greek 
in the United States essentially lives in an 

environment virtually cut off from Greece. 
He functions, both he and his children, as 
Greek only in relation to the positive mem
ories of the country of his parents and 
grandparents and the pride that he belongs 
to the Hellenes, a race with a history and 
glorious past that is greatly valued in his 
new country. Those memories and the 
pride, together with his faith in Orthodoxy, 
compose a deciding template of his Greek
ness. 

Until the middle of the twentieth centu
ry, maybe until the 1960s, it was indeed 
correct for someone to call the Greeks of 
America "Greek Americans," since there 
was a living and functioning bond with 
Greece. Today, with the exception of the 
New York and Chicago pockets and the 
grandparents who are still alive from the 
second generation, it is more correct to 
speak about Americans of Greek descent. 
Here I would like to point out that this 
change does not mean that the Greek mi
nority in the United States is losing its co
hesion or its importance for the mother 
country. It simply means that the links in 
the chain that connects the two branches 
of the same tree are acquiring a different 
quality and different sensitivities. 

I love the church: its lavara, its silver 
vessels. its candleholders, the lights. the 
icons, the pulpit. Whenever I go there, into 
a church of the Greeks, with its aroma of 
incense, its liturgical chanting and harmo
ny, the majestic presence of the priests, 
dazzling in their ornate vestments, the sol
emn rhythm of their gestures- my thoughts 
turn to the great glories of our race, to the 
splendor of our Byzantine heritage. 2 

"The Church is an earthly Heaven in 

e"y~tQl fP aL Me 

Ea~t 

31 



which the super-celestial God dwells and 
walks about." Saint Germanos of Cons tan
tinople observes, "It represents the cruci
fixion, burial, and Resurrection of Christ. 
It is pre-figured in the patriarchs, foretold 
by the prophets, founded in the Apostles, 
adorned by the hierarchs, and fulfilled in 
the martyrs." Saint John of Kronstadt re
minds us that, "In the Church are found all 
our blessings, our hopes and expectations, 
our peace, our joy; together with cleansing 
and sanctification. It is there that the truth 
of the future resurrection, of the victory 
over death, is often announced." The heri
tage of the Orthodox Church is an undi
vided part of the heritage of Hellenism. The 
Greek of today is the custodian of that ex
traordinary heritage, Orthodoxy and Hel
lenism. 

The Church is the most important link 
between Orthodoxy and Hellenism. It is the 
guardian ofthe national conscience. More
over, recognition by the church communi
ty is the first step to a wider social advance
ment. The common faith is what makes the 
Greek ofthe diaspora realize and maintain 
his ethnic identity and tradition. Through 
the awe-inspiring Byzantine teleturgical as
pects of the Orthodox faith, the diaspora 
Greek is spiritually connected with the 
motherland, and accepts and is proud of his 
national heritage. Sir Steven Runciman 
very aptly remarked that, "Hellenism is 
nourished by Orthodoxy and Orthodoxy by 
Hellenism. They are indispensable to each 
other." 3 

The present situation in North America 
is the best example of the accuracy of the 
statement of the distinguished Scottish his
torian. Hierarchs of the stature of the great 
Archbishop and later Patriarch Athinagoras 

left their indelible presence. 
The state of the Orthodox Church in the 

United States in the nineteenth century and 
early twentieth century was far from its 
present condition. The first priests in Amer
ica had very little education. They faced 
the same problems of language and social 
recognition as the rest of the Greeks.4They 
were poor, and poor was their church. Their 
role and contribution, however, were very 
significant. They became the link among 
the first immigrants and the bridge that spir
itually and mentally connected them with 
the faith of their ancestors, their tradition, 
and their fatherland. 5 

The Church held the Greeks together 
and forestalled their disappearance within 
the great national and religious melting pot 
of America. In 1922 the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America, 
under the aegis of the Ecumenical Patri
archate, was established in New York. 

Although to this day Orthodoxy and 
Hellenism continue to be synonymous, at 
least within the wider masses of the faith
ful, during the last decade impending 
changes have been noticeable. At the be
ginning of the century, all the clergymen 
were born in Greece. Today 90 percent of 
all priests who officiate in Greek Ortho
dox churches are born in America. Most 
of them are graduates of the Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology in 
Boston, and their mother tongue is English. 
For example, in 1968 the priest of the Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, was born in Greece, 
the majority of the congregation were born 
in Greece, and the liturgy was totally in 
Greek. Today the priest is born in America 
of Greek parents, the congregation is only 
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about 60 percent of Greek ancestry, and the 
liturgy is almost totally in English. Such 
changes within the community, both in the 
composition of the flock as well as in the 
language of liturgy, have taken place not 
only in Indiana but also in most of the oth
er states, with the possible exceptions of 
New York and Chicago. 

Here I should mention that most of the 
graduates of Holy Cross, and especially 
those who aspire to climb the higher eccle
siastical echelons, still consider it their ob
ligation to spend at least one or more years 
at the theological school of the University 
of Athens or of the University ofThessal
oniki. A comforting element that is attrib
uted more, I would say, to their personal 
initiative rather than an organized effort 
from this side of the Atlantic-and some
thing that should very seriously trouble us. 

Another thing that should also trouble 
us is the wide lack of candidates for the 
rites of clergyman, which unfortunately 
does not replace-although it could very 
easily-from immigration. 

In conclusion, we can maintain that the 
Church in America today is on the thresh
old of change from a pure "minority" with 
strong ties to the land of birth of the major
ity of the flock, to an American decree, fully 
adopted to the local conditions. At this cru
cial point, the preservation of Hellenism, 
as described above, is of immense impor
tance. It requires correct strategy and care
ful handling, mainly because it refers to 
future generations where the bond with 
Greece weakens. For Orthodoxy to contin
ue to comprise the source of Hellenism, it 
should adjust-at least some of its expres
sion-following the passage of generations. 
The official statistics of the 1990 census 
show that I, I 00,000 Americans declare 
they are of Greek descent. Of this number 
only 189,267 were born in Greece. Thus, 
based on this census, Greeks constitute only 
one half of one percent (0.5%) of the total 
population of the United States, approxi
mately 270 million. It is of interest to note 
here that in most ofthe 435 Congressional 
districts, Greek Americans represent less 
than one percent of the registered voters. 
Naturally, the above numbers are conser
vative estimates and do not reflect the true 
power-and certainly not the dynamic pres
ence-ofthe community. 

But the figures that give us the number 
of Americans of Greek descent and of 

GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 



Americans born in Greece also show us a specific difference. These 
people statistically possess the highest degree of academic achieve
ment, i.e., education and degrees, of any ethnic group in the Unit
ed States. We may be short in numbers, but we are strong in educa
tion and in our power to influence the shaping of American poli
cy. 

The development of the second element, that of influence in 
the shaping of foreign policy toward Greece and Greek affairs, is 
rather recent. A significant role in this respect has been and is still 
being played by a small number of Americans of Greek descent 
who distinguished themselves in politics and became widely 
known. 

The developments following the Cyprus tragedy in the sum
mer of 1974 speak for themselves. A handful of gifted politicians, 
with the significant and always indispensable assistance and sup
port of Philhellenes in Congress and the universities, were able 
not only to affect positively the shaping of American foreign policy 
toward Greece and Cyprus, but in some cases even to dictate it. 

These people hold a respectable position within American so
ciety and have a dynamic presence. They command general re
spect and are known for their patriotism and honesty. Politicians 
with excellent education at the best universities of the United States 
and England have reached high positions from New York to Cal
ifornia and are bringing honor everywhere to the Greek name. 

The struggles in Congress offormer Representative John Brade
mas, Senator Paul Sarbanes, and Senator Olympia 1. Snowe, many 
other American politicians of Greek descent, such as the late Sen
ator Paul Tsongas and former Representatives Nick Galifianakis, 
Gus Yatron, Peter Kyros, and Skip Bakalis; and later Representa
tives Michael Bilirakis, George W. Gekas, Ron Klink, and Nick 
Pappas; and Peter Maroudas, Chief of Staff to U.S. Senator Paul 
Sarbanes, have been amply documented. At the state and local 
level other politicians, such as the former governor of Massa
chusetts, Michael Dukakis, and many state representatives and 
senators, mayors, and other officials from both American politi
cal parties, in conjunction with Greek Americans from the world 
of business and academia, have played and still play an important 
role in the evolution of events. Various organizations that in the 
past were associated only with local affairs were soon transformed 
into Greek lobbies and became the pillars of Greek and Cyprus 
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advocacy. 
I have mentioned Philhellenes in the 

Congress. One who is especially distin
guished is the fonner chainnan of the For
eign Relations Committee of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, Lee H. Hamil
ton ofIndiana. Representative Benjamin A. 
Gilman of New York and many others in 
both the Senate and the House of Repre
sentatives with their concern and support 
of issues on Greece and Cyprus have had a 
positive influence in the shaping of Amer
ican policy towards Greece and Cyprus. 

An important role in the shaping of pub
lic opinion as well as in the fonnation and 
continued existence of the lobbies has been 
and continues to be played by the 
Greek-American press. Newspapers like 
the National Herald and Proini in New 
York, the Hellenic Chronicle in Boston, 
and other Greek and English-language pa
pers in Chicago and California, along with 
the Orthodox Observer of the Greek Or
thodox Church in America, as well as pe
riodicals and other publications fonn a liv
ing mosaic that presents, represents, and 
unites all the smaller groups of the com
munity. Many radio programs broadcast
ing in the Greek language operate in large 
cities. There is also infonnation originat
ing from Greek radio and television sta
tions, especially in New York and Chica
go. 

Both the newspapers and radio stations 
receive most of their programs and materi
al from stations and newspapers in Greece 
and Cyprus. In general tenns the press, ra
dio, and TV serve as a link between the 
United States and Greece and Cyprus. 

The Americans believe that their civili
zation has its roots in and is a successor 
mainly to three older civilizations, all of 
which evolved around the Mediterranean, 
i.e., those of Israel, Greece, and Rome. 
From the Hebrews Americans took their 
Judeo-Christian foundation, from the Ro
mans their political system, and from the 
Greeks the ideals of freedom and democ
racy.6 

Philhellenism, in its wider context, be
came a strong propulsive force for the na
scent American nation. The admiration of 
the fathers of the American democracy for 
the ancient Greeks and their civilization is 
well known. As an example, the Federalist 
Papers reveal that the Founding Fathers 
were well read in the classics and some of 
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them knew Greek and Latin. Plato and Ar
istotle, Herodotus and Thucydides, Poly
bios and Plutarch, Sallust and Livy, Cice
ro and Tacitus served as sources for the 
drawing of parallels and lessons. 

Greek and Latin were systematically 
taught in the nine Colonial Colleges, from 
Harvard, Dartmouth, Brown, and Yale in 
the north, to King's College (Columbia), 
Queen's College (Rutgers), College of New 
Jersey (Princeton), and the University of 
Pennsylvania in the center, to William and 
Mary in the south. For some thirty years in 
particular, between 1760 and 1790, the 
Greek and Latin classics enjoyed a great 
popularity in the thirteen states. Writing in 
1765, the Bostonian John Adams advised: 
"Let us study ... the history of the ancient 
ages; contemplate the great examples of 
Greece and Rome ... "7 For Adams "the re
publics of Greece and Rome were the seats 
of liberty." In a letter to Lafayette, he adds: 

Two republican powers, Athens and 
Rome, have done more honor to our spe
cies (humanity) than all the rest of it. A new 
country can be planted only by such gov
ernment. R 

The best illustration of Philhellenism 
among the Founding Fathers is Thomas 
Jefferson, the writer of the Declaration of 
Independence, George Washington's Sec
retary of State, and third President of the 

United States (1801-1809). His writings 
and his policies reveal that he was an enthu
siastic Philhellene-a student, admirer, and 
lover of Hellenism. 9 

Philhellenism is still a huge force for 
Greece. We should not forget that while 
the Greeks of America are Greeks by ori
gin, the philhellenes are Greeks by choice. 
The American scholars, "those partaking 
of our own education," know and admire 
Hellenism, mostly through the works of 
philhellenes. They know Edith Hamilton's 
The Greek Way, about ancient Greece; Sir 
Steven Runciman's Byzantine Style and 
Civilization, about Byzantine civilization; 
Modern Greece, by Charles Crawley, about 
modem Greece; and The Orthodox Way, 
by Bishop Kallistos ofDiockleia, about Or
thodoxy. 

American young people are in touch 
with the history of Greece from their early 
school years through their college years. It 
would not be an exaggeration ifI stated that 
the average American knows more about 
Greece than the average Greek knows 
about America. 

In fact, the average American youth 
might know more about ancient Greek civ
ilization than about the modem history of 
his own country. 

These roots give us an encouraging pic
ture of the future of Greek studies and 
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through them the maintenance of the ties 
between modern Greece and the United 
States. Here I must stress, however, that 
this is more true of ancient Greek history, 
less true of Byzantine civilization, and 
much less, if at all, true of modem Greek 
history. It is true that the tragedy of Cy
prus became the spark and the impetus for 
the creation of centers for modem Greek 
studies, but I am afraid that these centers 
today exist more in name than in essence. 
With the exception of New York and Cali
fornia, the spreading of modem Greek civ
ilization is limited to the heroic efforts of a 
small number of Greek-American academ
ics and the support of a larger number of 
Philhellenes. An example is my own uni
versity, Ball State, in Muncie, where only 
two Greek families reside. The program of 
Greek studies that had operated there since 
1969 has managed to attract the most emi
nent authorities on Greek matters, through 
conferences and lectures on ancient, Byz
antine, and modem Greek history, as well 
as on the civilization and history of Cyprus. 
An effort that can also yield fruit is the en
couragement offered to young Americans 
to spend a summer in Greece. During the 
last 20 years, 50 students from my univer
sity have visited Greece and studied its civ
ilization. 

These efforts, this "proselytizing" of 
young Americans with respect to modem 
Greece, fortunately extend to other states 
besides Indiana and New York. It is one of 
the best ways to cross-fertilize the two 
countries in the future. 

As I mentioned earlier, at the tum ofthe 
century most ofthe Greeks in America had 
their roots in Greece. Today the opposite 
is true. The majority of them are Ameri
cans of Greek descent with their roots and 
future in America. The bonds and memo
ries that connected them with Greece in 
1900 are quite different from those of 1997. 
Perhaps as a barometer for this develop
ment we could use the number of Social 
Security checks that the American embas
sy in Athens distributes to those who re
turn to reside permanently in Greece; this 
number has declined greatly since 1960. 
There has also been a significant reduction 
in the amount of money sent to relatives in 
Greece, a poor country with rich citizens, 
as many in America believe today. The big 
boat trips of the 1950s with the full trunks, 
the gifts, and the dazzling American cars 
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running through the narrow streets of Greek 
villages belong to history. 

The belfries, the schools, the hospitals, 
and the foundations, along with donations 
to villages of origin, have been also reduced 
with the passing of time. Today the par
ents and uncles and most of the closest fam
ily members of Americans of Greek de
scent live and flourish within the geograph
ical boundaries of the United States. En
glish is the language of the parents and their 
children and Greek Orthodox their reli
gion.lO 

These are the changes, of which I hope 
we are all aware. I hope they will become 
the compass for the shaping of the right 
policy, Greek and American, as far as the 
community is concerned. 

In conclusion, please allow me to offer, 
based on my personal experience, some 
exhortations: 

First, we must at any cost avoid the po
liticization of the community. The credo 
of the diaspora Greek in America is and 
must always be that hel she is an American 
proud and respectful of hislher Hellenic 
descent and Orthodox faith. 

Second, as my good friend, the senior 
United States Senator from Maryland Sen
ator Paul Sarbanes, has repeatedly stated, 
"We Greeks must be and remain united." 
Through unity, self-respect, and great sol
idarity we will be able further to enhance 
the power of Hellenism in this great coun
try that has become our second motherland. 

Third, during these last years the com-

munity and its leaders were undoubtedly 
able to help Greece in such matters as the 
struggle to keep the 7 -to-IO ratio, and on 
the Skopje and the Cyprus issue. It must 
not, however, escape our attention that, 
since with the passing of time the new gen
erations will have fewer common interests 
with Greece, the solid and steady basis for 
the preservation ofthe ties between Greece 
and the community cannot be anything else 
than our common cultural and religious or
igins and heritage. 

Our efforts should lay the foundations 
for a continuous struggle to keep the Greek 
diaspora in the New World firmly and ful
ly a part of the body of Hellenism and Or
thodoxy. Let us live up to the heritage of 
our past and the promise of a bright future. 
Indeed, let us work for a Greece that it is 
proud of its past, but not live in it. 

The Greeks of America are an incalcu
lable force. They are a community full of 
vim and vigor that struggles for peace and 
justice and strongly defends the rights of 
Greece and Cyprus. 

I am full of hope for tomorrow. But it 
will require struggle on both sides of the 
Atlantic, struggle that is so necessary for 
the realization of what my good friend the 
late President of the Republic of Greece, 
Constantinos Tsatsos, so eloquently wrote 
in 1978: "All of us together, with God's 
help should fulfill our duty, as human be
ings and Greeks, and leave as our bequest 
to our children and grandchildren our glo
rious inheritance ... and not forget the holy 
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N.J. Youth Scholarship Foundation 
The New Jersey Youth Committee es

tablished over 35 years ago is an organiza
tion of GOY A advisors and clergy from 
about twenty Greek Orthodox communi
ties in New Jersey. Throughout it's long 
history the New Jersey Youth Committee 
has sponsored many wothwhile programs 
for our young people. Long time leaders 
such as President George Ververides, 
Vice-President Andrew Hios and Secretary 
Ann Haviaris among others are hoping to 
bring one of their most cherished dreams 
to reality through the formation of the New 
Jersey Scholarship Committee and Schol
arship Foundation to honor and recognize 
GOY ANS statewide with college scholar
ships. 

A banquet to raise funds for this pro-

ground where our seeds are found; small 
in area but great in glory, our first mother
land." 

Nescio qua natale solum dulcedine cap
Ias, Ducit, et immemores non sinit esse sui. 

By some strange charm, our native land 
doth hold us captive nor permits that we 
should ever forget her. 

Ovid, Epislolae ex Ponto 
NOTES 
1. On the Greeks of Asia Minor and Trape

zond, see the excellent study of Neal Aschen
son, Black Sea (London: Jonathan Cape, 1995). 

2. George Savidis (ed.), C.P. Cavafy: Col-

lected Poems (Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1984), p. 44. 

3. Steven Runciman, Sir, The Great Church 
in Captivity (Cambridge: Cambridge Universi
ty Press, 1968), p. viii. 

4. See James S. Scofield, "Forgotten Histo
ry: The Klan vs Americans of Hellenic Heri
tage," The Greek American (August 9, 1997) 7. 

5. See Charles C. Moskos, Greek A mericans. 

Struggle and Success (New Brunswick: Trans
action Publishers, 1989), p. 2. 

6. See John A. Koumoulides (ed.), The Good 

Idea. Democracy in Ancient Greece (New York: 
Aristide D. Caratzas, 1995). 

7. See Demetrios J. Constantelos, "Thomas 
Jefferson and His Philhellenism" Journal 0/ 
Modern Hellenism, 12-13 (Winter 1995-96) 
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gram will be held on Sunday, December 
27, 1998 at the Pines Manor in Edison, New 
Jersey. The gala event will be open to the 
entire Greek Orthodox community and is 
designed to attract contributions for the 
Scholarship Foundation from a variety of 
sources. This 1 st annual banquet will also 
be a reunion of former GOY ANS and 
advisors. Tickets are $50 for adults and $30 
for children under 18. In addition, spon
sorships are available at $100, $250, $500 
and $1,000. Sponsors will be mentioned in 
a handsome commemorative foldout pro
gram which will be distributed at the ban
quet dance. 

The purpose of this program is to rec
ognize excellence in our children and en
courage academic achievement, character, 

155-73. 
8. Ibid. 
9. See also, Carl J. Richards, The Founders 

and the Classics-Greece, Rome and the Amer

ican Enlightenment (Cambridge: Harvard Uni

versity Press, 1994). 
10. According to the Statistical Charter of 

the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
South America, between 1976 and 1992 there 
were 149,224 baptisms and 89,560 marriages, 
of which 35,767 were between Orthodox and 
63,790 inter-Christian. For the same 16-year pe
riod, there were 6,629 divorces between Ortho
dox and 5,532 between inter-Christian couples. 
There were also 61 ,964 deaths and 13,490 Chris
tians registered. For the Midwest region for the 
period I January 1992 to 31 December 1992, 
the diocese of Chicago registered 714 baptisms 
and 678 weddings, of which 244 were Ortho
dox and 434 mixed. The diocese of Detroit reg
istered 494 baptisms and 3 10 weddings, of 
which 74 were Orthodox and 226 mixed. The 
diocese of Denver registered 412 baptisms and 
206 weddings, of which 49 were Orthodox and 
17 mixed. Greek Orthodox Church o/North and 
South America, Yearbook 1994 (New York: 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
South America), pp. 94-96. See also, Stephen 
J. Dubner, "Choosing My Religion," The New 

York Times Magazine (March 3 I, 1996), pp. 
8641 and b76. 

leadership and appreciation of the values 
of the Greek Orthodox Church. Each stu
dent recipient awarded a scholarship must 
be a member in good standing of GOY A. 
Applications will be screened by a neutral 
panel of distinguished community mem
bers and will be anonymous. The first 
scholarships will be awarded in May of 
1999. 

Our rich heritage and values as Greek 
Orthodox Christians will survive and flour
ish if we work together to preserve it. We 
look forward to your participation in this 
worthwhile program. 

James Giokas is the Chief Deputy Clerk 
in the federal court in Brooklyn, New York, 
an advisor at St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church in Wyckoff, New Jersey and a 
member of the New Jersey Youth Com
mittee Scholarship Foundation. 
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Greek-Americans in Review 

EV ANTHEA N. CONDAKES WILL 
HEAD PHILOPTOCHOS 

Evanthia N. Condakes of Swampscott, 
MA has been appointed by Archbishop 
Spyridon president of the National Philop
tochos Board for the years 1998-2000. Mrs. 
Condakes is a mother, businesswoman and 
philanthropist. She has taught Sunday 
School and has been an active member of 

Evanthia N. Condakes 

Philoptochos and the Daughters of Pene
lope. She is on the Board of Directors of 
the Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 
Endowment Fund. Mrs. Condakes, a senior 
executive for A von Products, is a native of 
Boston, studied at Boston University and 
graduated from Marion Court College 
where she serves as a trustee. Her alma 
mater has honored her as a distinguished 
alumna for dedicated service to "under
served populations, particularly women," 
and for her commitment to social justice. 

COSTA TZA VARAS MAKES 
OWN & VERMONT'S HISTORY 

Major Costa Tzavaras of Essex 
Junction,Vermont made his family and his 
home state proud recently when he was 
selected for one of the eight coveted pilot 
positions with the USAF Thunderbirds sig
nature display team, known throughout the 
world for its daredevil aerial acrobatics at 
speeds over 1,500 mph. He is the first Ver
monter ever to fly with the team. Major 
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Tzavaras holds the position of advanced 
pilot and narrator responsible for develop
ing for the team's displays. 

Costa Tzavaras joined the Air Force in 
1981 after graduation from Essex Junction 
High School where he was a member of 
the Air Force Junior ROTC program. He 
graduated from the U.S. Air Force Acade
my in 1985 and was stationed at Luke Air 
force Base in Phoenix until his selection 
for the Thunderbirds. Major Tzavaras and 
his wife Lisa are the parents of Nicholas 
and Amanda. His parents, Tom and Bess
ie, own and operate the Brick Oven restau
rant in South Burlington, VT. 

ALEK HAIDOS OWNS 
COLLEGE OF OCEANEERING 

Alek Haidos of Wilmington, CA, pur
chased, with John Schwitters, the College 
of Oceaneering in Wilmington, CA, in 
1995 and enthusiastically recruits students 
for this institution which trains people for 
a career as professional divers. Mr. Haidos 
is the deep sea diving school's vice presi
dent and director of student services. The 
college offers a WeldTech program for 
underwater burning and welding training 
plus advanced training in wet shielded met
al arc welding for those interested in spe
cializing in underwater wet welding. 

Mr. Haidos retired in 1991 from the Los 
Angeles unified school district. He is also 
a real estate specialist who feels his life has 
been very fortunate. Mr. Haidos and his 
wife Christina are the parents of Peter and 
Alexia. 

HARILAOS PAPAPOSTOLOU 
RECEIVES SPECIAL HONORS 

Harilaos Papapostolou of Washington, 
DC, was honored at the White House as 
one of the 15 1998 National Heritage Fel
lows, receiving what is considered the na
tion's highest honor in the folk and tradi
tional arts. Mr. Papapostolou, the chanter 
and choir director of the St. Sophia Cathe
dral in the nation's capital, has made his 
life's work the development and continua
tion of the art of Byzantine Chant which is 
sung without instrumental accompaniment. 

By Sophia Nibi 

In 1990 Mr. Papapostolou was honored 
with the request to compose a new setting 
of the Greek Orthodox Liturgy on the oc
casion of the first visit of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch to the United States. The liturgi
cal setting which he composed weaved a 
new American thread into the tradition
the inclusion of women's voices in the 
choir. Mr. and Mrs. Papapostolou are the 
parents of five children. 

ANGELOSC.LANGADAS 
RECEIVES AWARD 

Angelos C. Langadas of Boca Raton, 
FL, received the Distinguished Public Ser
vice Award of the Center for Greek Stud
ies of the University of Florida. The award 
is given to persons of Hellenic descent who 
have demonstrated exemplary service to 
others. 

Mr. Langadas was born in Athens, 
Greece. His formal education included pub
lic schools and marine engineering school 
in his native land. Following military ser
vice in the Greek Air Force, Mr. Langadas 
went to sea as a cadet engineer on a Greek 
freighter. During World War II he served 
aboard Greek and US freighters and tank
ers carrying fuel, ammunition and war 
material in all theaters of war--the Atlan
tic, the Mediterranean, and the Pacific. 
After the war, Mr. Langadas was drafted 
by the US Army and sent to Korea. Fol
lowing his discharge from the US Army, 
he was employed by the CARRAS USA 
Steamship Co., in New York as port engi
neer. He worked for 25 years at the South
ern Star Shipping Co. in New York as su
perintendent marine engineer and vice pres
ident, being in charge of the construction 
of 20 large freighters and tankers. Upon 
retirement in 1980, Angelos Langadas set
tled in Boca Raton, FL. He has been active 
as flotilla commander of the US Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, as well as a member of 
the Boca Raton Police Auxiliary for Ma
rine Patrol. In 1996 Langadas was select
ed by the Atlanta Olympic Committee to 
carry the Olympic torch through the city 
of Boca Raton. He is an active Ahepan and 
has served as vice president for the Hel
lenic Paideia Association of Southeast Flor-
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ida. 
As a young boy he was in great need of 

financial help to continue his education. He 
has taken his personal experience serious
ly and created in perpetuity significant 
scholarship programs for Greek American 
students at both Florida Atlantic Universi
ty and the University of Florida. 

TOM KOROLOGOS RECEIVES 
HELLENIC HERITAGE AWARD 

Tom Korologos of Washington, DC was 
honored by the Hellenic Cultural Associa
tion in Salt Lake City, ur, with the Hel
lenic Heritage Award. Mr. Korologos is a 
native of Utah. He is a founder and presi
dent of Timmons & Co., a consulting firm 
which advises numerous national corporate 
and association clients in the area of gov
ernment relations. He holds many honors 
including "Distinguished Alumnus of the 
University of Utah," and an honorary doc
torate degree from American College of 
Greece. He is an Archon of the Ecumeni
cal Patriarchate. 

ARTHUR & CHRYS LAMBROS 
EST ABLISH CHARITIES 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lambros of Mil
waukee, WI, has founded "Orthodox Chris
tian Charities of Wisconsin, Inc.," under 
the auspices of the Clergy Syndesmos 
whose president is the Rev. James Dokos. 
The purpose of the charity is to provide 
immediate, short term assistance to needy 
Orthodox Christians within the state of 
Wisconsin. There are about 90,000 Ortho
dox Christians in the state of Wisconsin. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lambros have made an ini
tial donation of$1 00,000 to the newly cre
ated charity whose goal is the raising of$1 
million to establish a permanent fund. 

PHIL PALEOLOGOS BROADCASTS 
COAST TO COAST 

Phil Paleo logos of New Bedford, MA 
is a nationally syndicated radio talk host 
who broadcasts his show daily, 5 to 9 a.m., 
from his Shawmut Diner in New Bedford, 
MA. The vintage 1954 O'Mahony diner 
sports a broadcast booth from which the 
show is sent to 100 stations coast to coast. 

Phil Paleologos is a 3-year veteran of 
radio and television. He began his career 
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at age 16 when he father, the Rev. Nicho
las Paleologos of blessed memory, served 
the parish in Hot Springs, AK. He started 
at KZNG radio and worked his way up. He 
has worked at WVIR in Charlottesville, VA 
as the TV news anchor; at WEZE in Bos
ton as a disc jockey and many other sta
tions in between. His philosophy for his 
current show is to focus and honor a pro
gram that "my family and yours will not 
be embarrassed to tune in." It is a program 
reflective of his diner- a family diner with 
good, descent, hardworking Americans 
who work their job or jobs, pay their taxes 
and raise their families. Phil and Celeste 
Paleo logos are the parents of Andrea, Ath
ena and Alexander. 

ARETIKOUTSOUBOSSKALKOS 
PROMOTES GREEK OIL HER WAY 

Areti Koutsoubos Skalkos of Salem, 
MA was featured in the Boston Globe 
Magazine last month which detailed her 
love for and appreciation of Greek oil 
which the article headlined "Grecian gold." 

Areti Koutsoumbos Skalkos 

She was born in Vlahioti, Sparta, Greece 
where her father Kostas, raises olives. In 
1981 she married Yianni Skalkos, who was 
born near her hometown but was raised in 
the United States. In 1994 she decided to 
build a Greek brand for high quality oil and 
thus she opened Hellas International Inc., 
in Salem, MA and offered oil and olives 
under the names Hellas and Morea, both 
of which were immediate hits locally and 
are gaining recognition nationally as well. 

JAMES C. SKEDROS ACTING DEAN 
OF SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

Dr. James C. Skedros of Fitchburg, MA 
has been appointed acting dean of Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theolo
gy. Until recently, Dr. Skedros was assis
tant professor of Orthodox Studies on the 
Alexander G. Spanos Chair of Orthodox 
Studies at the Graduate Theological Union 
in Berkeley, CA. A native of Salt Lake City, 
UT, he received his bachelor of arts in Mid
dle Eastern Studies from the University of 
Utah. In 1987 he received a master oftheo
logical studies degree from Harvard Divin
ity School and in 1988 a master oftheolo
gy from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology. 

During 1992-1993, Dr. Skedros studied 
in Thessaloniki as a Fulbright and Sheldon 
Scholar and in 1996 he received his Ph.D. 
in the history of Christianity from Harvard 
Divinity School. Dr. and Mrs. Skedros are 
the parents of two young children. 

Nicholas Flokos of McLean, VA, has 
authored his first novel, "Nike." It is about 
a Samothracian fisherman guided and 
haunted by the ancient Greek spirit. The 
book is published by Houghton Mifflin Co. 
of Boston. Mr. Flokos is a retired Gulf Oil 
Corp. public relations official and former 
creative writing teacher at the University 
of Pittsburgh. 

Dr. Aristotle Michopoulos of Boston, 
MA has been appointed acting dean of 
Hellenic College. He has served as associ
ate professor and director of the Greek 
Studies Program at Hellenic College since 
1987 and served a dean of the college from 
1995 to 1997. A native of Greece, he is a 
graduate of the university of Athens. He 
received his Master of Arts degree in com
parative literature from Queens College in 
New York. In 1980, He received a Ph.D. 
in bilingual and bicultural studies at Flori
da State university. He has developed cur
ricula in Greek studies and taught Greek 
language and culture courses as well as 
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Lorraine Chrisomalis - Peter James Valasiadis 

Lorraine Chrisomalis, daughter of the late Nicholas Chrisomalis and Kanella Chrisomalis. 
and stepdaughter of the late Stephen Dimas, married Peter James Valasiadis, son of the 
Reverend Father and Mrs. Joakim D. Valasiadis of Rockville Centre, N. Y. The bridegroom's 
father, who holds the title of Ecclesiarch of the Archdiocese officiated at the ceremony which 
was held at the Cathedral of Saint Paul in Hempstead, N. Y. on Sunday, September 20.1998. 
The bride, 36, graduated from Barnard College in 1983 and received her medical degree 
from New York Medical College in 1990. She completed a fellowship in Maternal-Fetal 
Medicine and is currently an Assistant Clinical Professor in Obstetrics and Gynecology at 
Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center. She is very active in the Greek community and is 
currently on the Executive Board of the Hellenic Medical Society. The bridegroom. 42, grad
uatedfrom Brockport State University. He has worked in the radio and television industries 
for the past nineteen years and is currently General Manager at LRP Digital, Inc. in New 
York City. photo by Demetrios Panagos 

courses in education. 

Dr. Haralambos Kostakopoulos, pres
ident and chief executive office of First 
Savings Bancorp of Little Falls, Inc, Little 
Falls, NJ, has successfully merged his fi
nancial institution with Greater Commu
nity Bancorp. 

The Rev. Fr. and Mrs. Soterios Alex
opoulos of Nashua, NH attended a recent 
senate hearing in Washington, DC, at the 
invitation of Sen. Judd Gregg (R-NH) who 
is the chairman ofthe Appropriations Com
mittee. 

Vasiliki Alexopoulos, a graduate of 
Dartmouth College in NH, is a legislative 
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assistant for Senator Gregg and was happy 
to see her parents in the nation's capital. 

Evangeline Gouletas of Chicago, IL 
has been inducted into the Chicago Asso
ciation of Realtors Hall of Fame. Ms. Gou
letas is CEO of Skyline Equities Realty and 
co-founder of American Invsco. 

Theo Nicolakis of Peabody, MA, the 
Director of the Internet Ministries of the 
Greek Irthodox Archdiocese of America, 
presented a series of seminars at the St. 
Andrew Church in Chicago, IL, sponsored 
by the Diocese of Chicago Clergy Associ
ation. Mr. Nicolakis is a graduate of Gor
don Conwell College and Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology. 

Hellenic American Women's 
Council Conference -

"Beyond the Glass Ceiling" 

Washington, DC- HA WC'S Fifth An
nual Conference will begin with a banquet 
on Friday November 13, at the Watergate 
Hotel, Washington D.C. Special guest will 
be Ms. Agapi Stassinopoulos, actress, pro
ducer and author, who will speak on the 
attributes of the Greek goddesses and will 
perform a segment of the Broadway show, 
"Conversations with the Goddesses.' 

The Saturday Program will include a 
dynamic panel discussion on the confer
ence theme, "Beyond the Glass Ceiling." 
Four extraordinary women, representing 
various disciplines, will discuss how they 
have broken through the artificial barriers 
women face as they reach the pinnacles of 
their careers. 

The panel will include the Cypriot Am
bassador to the U.S. Her Excellency Erato 
Kozakiou-Markoulis; Major General Tiu 
Kera, Chief of Staff for Operations for the 
National Security Agency; and Dr. Joan 
Vernikos, Director of Life Sciences for 
NASA. The panel will be moderated by 
HA WC member and Princeton University 
professor, Dr. Elizabeth Prodromou. 

Later the same day, at a luncheon, 
HA WC will honor Professor Mary 
Lefkowitz, Chair of the Greek and Latin 
Department at Wellesley College, with the 
"Aristeon Award." 

Professor Lefkowitz through her many 
books and frequent lectures has been a 
staunch defender of the concept that helle
nism and the hellenic civilization was the 
basis of Western thought. 
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