
Defenders of the Democracy: 
Greek-Americans in the Military 

I By ANDREW T. KOPAN, Ph.D. I 

Thefollowing is a narrative by Andrew T. Kopan Ph.D. Professor Emeritus, De Pau 
Universtity, historian and veteran of World War II, researched and written for the cur
rent exhibit at Chicago's Hellenic Museum and Cultural Center entitled "Defenders of 
Democracy: Greek-Americans in the Military . .. The exhibit, which opened on February 
20th, has been well-received and because it has proven so popular, has been extended 
to run until the end of Sept ember. The article was written at the request of the Museum 
and covers the role of several Greek-Americans participating in all (the wars of Amer
ica, beginning with the American Revolution and ending with the recent Gulf War. We 
beieve it is a good follow-up Dr. G. Kiriacopoulos ' article in our June issue and will 
provide a broader and more comprehensive of the contributions made by Greek-Amer
icans that participated in the Vietnam and Gulf Wars. 

PROLOGUE 
PATRIOTISM OF 

AMERICAN GREEKS 

narpoc; re Kal flr;rpoc; , Kal rwv a .. Uwv 
npo yovwlI ana vrwv TllllWrepOII IWI 

aYlwrepoll tart v r; narpic; 

One' s country is more honorable and 
more sacred than one ' s parents or ances
tors. Socrates (469-391 B.C.) 

This ancient injunction that one's coun
try is to be revered above one's parents and 
ancestors has been an ideal which Greek 
immigrants kept close to their hearts. The 
Greeks, founders of democracy 2,500 years 
ago, have always been imbued with its de
fense during their long and glorious histo
ry. Defense of country and democracy was 
a trait of Greek immigrants to whatever 
country they emigrated to. This is especial
ly true in the United States where despite 
the their small number in the total popula
tion served in practically all of America's 
wars . 

served in the armed forces of America (a 
proportion believed to be greater than that 
of any other ethnic group in the United 
States). The great majority of them who 
came within the draft ages flatly refused to 
claim exemption. 

The greatest majority of those who en
listed or were drafted served in the Civil 
War battles, in the American Expedition-

ary Force during World War I and military 
campaigns in Africa, Europe and the South 
west Pacific in World War II. Many of them 
paid the supreme sacrifice on the battle 
fields of France, in the South Pacific and 
in Vietnam. Some of them attained the rare 
distinction of receiving high honors for 
bravery. Among them were GEORGE 
DILBOY in World War I and CHRIS 
CARR in World War II, who were award
ed the highest honor within the power of 
the Republic - Congressional Medal. 

An extraordinary example of Greek pa
triotism was the voluntary return of Greek 
immigrants to their homeland to fight in 
the Greek-Turkish War of 1897 and in the 
Balkan War of 1912-1913. So strong was 
their sense of obligation to their mother 
country that they felt compelled to leave 
the safe heaven of their new-found home 
America to return to Greece at their own 

Indeed, the fire of patriotism of Greek 
Americans was exemplified in deeds of 
unequivocal meaning. Early historical ac
counts and newspapers in the United States 
extolled Greek American patriotism. There 
was not a more loyal and patriotic class of 
people in this country than were the Amer
ican Greeks. A great percentage of them 

First Sgt. Louis Philosophos, Infantry (ARMD) World War 11 in Germany after capture of 
German prisoners, flag, uniforms and medals. Sgt. Philosophos was awarded the Bronze 
Star for heroic advancement. 
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Pvt. First Class, STELIOUS SKOULES. Us. 
Army. occupation Puvenelle Sector, WWI. 
Service Medals and Citations-Victory Medal 

expense and fight the Turks in defense of 
freedom and the homeland. Several thou
sand did so, especially from large urban ar
eas such as Chicago where many Greek 
Americans took the initiative to do so. 

Greek men and women who were left 
behind also contributed to the cause in pro
portion to their means and power. They 
subscribed generously to the various Lib
erty Loans and Red Cross during World 
War I and were among the heaviest buyers 
of Defense Bonds during World War. In 
fact, the AHEP A, the largest Greek frater
nal organization in America, was one of 
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the largest sellers of American Defense 
Bonds. Similarly, Greek Americans rushed 
to relieve the sufferings of Greece after its 
fall to the Axis Powers in 1940 establish
ing the Greek War Relief Association, a 
national group with the late John L. Manta 
of Chicago as its head, providing succor 
and international relief for the starving peo
ple there. 

America's Wars 

Along the Greeks who were known to 
participate in the wars fought by the Unit
ed States in defense of freedom and democ
racy, are the following: 

Pre -Revolutionary Activity 

Greeks are known to have served in the 
military service of Spain and in English and 
Dutch expeditions, seeking to explore and 
colonized the New World. This was espe
cially the case since the fall of Constanti
nople to the Turks in 1453 resulted in a 
flood of Greek soldiers and sailors to the 
West seeking employment on expeditions 
exploring America. Indeed, according to 
the ship manifest of Columbus there were 
three recognizable Greek names identified 
as "Griego" who sailed with him in his dis
covery of America in 1492. Such was also 
the case with Hernando Cortez who had 
several Greeks in his expedition which con
quered Mexico in 1519. Similarly with 
Francisco Pizarro in his conquest of the 
Incas in Peru in 1538. In fact his chief gun
nery officer was PEDRO DI CANDIA 
from the Greek island of Crete. 

The first authoritative reference to a 
Greek in the New World is mentioned by 
Cabeza de Vaca. A Greek called DON TE
ODORO served in the expedition of Panfi-
10 de Navaez which explored the Gulf of 
Mexico area in 1528. While on a land mis
sion, Teodoro was captured by Indians and 
lived among them in the area that is now 
Mobile, Alabama. DeSoto learned about 
this when he explored the central Missis
sippi area during 1538-1542. Of some 200 
men listed in the military roster of Corona
do's expedition that explored the Ameri
can southwest in 1542, some 40 men are 
listed as being "Griego". 

Interestingly the word "gringo" is de
rived from "Griego" and was used pejora
tively by the Spaniards to denote strang-

ers. 
A Captain THOMAS GRECIAN in 

command of a British ship that explored 
the New England area, is known to have 
settled in Boston in 1660. A JOHN DYE 
or DERVISI served in a Dutch expedition 
that explored the New York bay area in 
1689. During the colonial period the best 
known Greek in America was JOHN PAR
ADISE, who lived in Williamsburg. He 
was a friend and later a military advisor to 
Thomas Jefferson and introduced him to 
Adamantios Koraes, the intellectual father 
of the Greek Revolution while in France. 
In the Pacific Northwest, an entrepreneur 
specializing in furs, EUSTRATE 
DELAROF, who had migrated from 
Greece to Moscow, became director ofthe 
Russian American (Fur) Company in 1783 
and subsequently served as the first Rus
sian governor of Alaska until 1791. At the 
southeastern end of the continent in 1767, 
a mass migration of Greeks landed in New 
Smyrna, Florida. They were on eight ships 
carrying nearly 1,500 Greeks, Italians and 
Minorcans. It was the largest importation 
of white settlers ever brought to America, 
larger than Jamestown in 1607 and that of 
Plymouth Rock in 1620. 

War of the 
American Revolution 

During the American War of Indepen
dence, DEMETRIOS YPSILANTI, a sci
on of a mercantile Greek family and grand
father of the Greek revolutionary hero of 
the same name, reportedly outfitted a small 
ship and came to America with a band of 
followers to fight in support of America. 
Some sources claim that his group partici
pated in the Battle of Monmouth, New Jer
sey, in 1778, under the command ofGen
eral Lee. The city of Ypsilanti, Michigan, 
was reportedly named after him in 1823. 

War of 1812 

ALEXANDER DIMITRY (1775 - 1852), 
was born on Hydra Island in 1775 and 
emigrated to New Orleans in 1799 where 
he met Michael Dracos a wealthy Greek 
merchant and an influential citizen. Dimit
ry won Draco's favor and assistance and 
received the hand of his daughter, Mari
anne Celeste Dracos. With such a family 
connection, Dimitry soon became wealthy 
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and influential and distinguished himself 
in many fields. He was a private in the 
Lousiana militia and took part in several 
battles in the War of 1812, between the 
United States and Great Britain, including 
the crucial Battle of New Orleans in 1814. 
Dimitry held various important offices with 
honor and distinction, including that of a 
newspaper editor in New Orleans and first 
Superintendent of Public Instruction in 
Louisiana from 1847 -184l. In ac
knowledgment of his distinguished services 
the American government honored him 
with a grant of 1,000 acres on the Gulf 
Coast of Mississippi where he built his fa
mous villa, 'Dimitry Point". When he died 
in 1852 the firing of American canons and 
muskets saluted this distinguished citizen. 

War with Mexico 

CHARLES MONAHAN or 
DEMETRIOS KORONEOS (1805 -1905), 
was born on the island of Skopelos in the 
northern Aegean Sea. When he grew up he 
joined the British Navy then patrolling the 
sea during the War for Greek Indepen
dence. On one of his trips to America, he 
settled in New Orleans becoming a perma
nent resident. He participated in the Mexi
can War during 1846-1847 and later in the 
Civil War with the Confederacy. He died 
in New Orleans in August, 1905 at the age 
of one hundred years, leaving behind him 
a progeny of twenty- one children. 

Colonel LUCAS MIL TIADES MILL
ER (1824-1902) served in the American 
army and fought in the Mexican campaign, 
1846-1847 reaching the rank of colonel. He 
was born in Levadia, Greece, the son of a 
Greek chieftan who was killed in the War 
of Greek Independence. He was brought 

World War I Army 
Pvt. Nicholas Vasilopoulos 

to the United States by Colonel L.P. Miler, 
an American who was theH fighting in the 
Greek army. Miller gave his adopted son 
his name and a home in Montpelier, Ver
mon where he was educated. Studying law 
and after being admitted to the bar, he 
moved West to Oshkosh, Wisconsin). 
There he became one of the most influen
tial men in the city and state. In 1853 he 
was elected to the Wisconsin State Assem
bly, served as Commissioner of the Wis
consin Board of Public Works and also 
served ten years as Chairman of Win neb a
go County and donated the lot upon which 
the Court House now stands. In 1891, Colo
nel Miller was elected by the Democratic 
Party to the 52nd Congress (1891 -1 893), 
having been nominated without his knowl
edge and against his wishes. He was the 

first Greek American to serve an elected 
position in Congress. 

Civil War 

Among the many Greek Americans who 
served in the Civil War on both sides of 
the conflict, the most famous was 
GEORGE MOUSALAS CAL VOCORES
SIS (1816-1872). Born on the Greek island 
of Chios, he came to the United States on 
an American brig together with nine other 
boys whose families had been massacred 
by the Turks during the Greek War for In
dependence. The ship arrived in Baltimore 
where the residents showed a great inter
est for the orphaned children's welfare. 
George attracted the attention of Captain 
Alden Partridge, director of the Military 
Academy of Norwich, Vermont, who of
fered to care for and educate the child. 
George consequently attended the military 
academy from which he graduated in 1838. 
Thereafter he was admitted into the U.S. 
Navy and later took part in the Wilkes na
val expedition to explore Antartica. Dur
ing the America Civil War, he was promot
ed to commander and served as an execu
tive officer of warship and was later hon
ored for his distinguished service to the 
nation. Later, during a conflict between 
Spain and Chile protected American citi
zens and their interests as a commander of 
an American warship, whereupon he was 
promoted to the rank of captain in the Navy. 
He retire from active service in 1865 and 
died in 1872. 

Like his father, Alexander Dimitry 
JOHN DIMITRY or JOHN BULL SMITH 
(1835-?) was a historian, master of lan
guages and a statesman. He was born it 
Washington, D.C., where his father was 
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serving in a government post, and was ed
ucated at College Hill in Mississippi. When 
the Civil War broke out he joined the Con
federate Army, and fought in the Battle of 
Shiloh in Tennessee, where his ship was 
shattered while rescuing his company com
mander. Returning to civilian life after the 
war he settled in Louisiana where he be
came the secretary to the State Superinten
dent of Education, and wrote his History 
of Louisiana, publishing it in 1899. It be
came a valuable textbook in the state's pub
lic schools for many years. It is not known 
when he died CHARLE PATTEN DIM
ITRY (1837-1910) was another son of Al
exander Dimitry and brother to John Dimit
ry, who was also born in Washington DC. 
With the beginning, of the Civil War he 
went into the Confederate Army like his 
brother and served in the Army ofTennes
see until 1865. During 1864 while stationed 
in Richmond, Virginia, the capital of the 
Confederacy, he wrote and published seri
ally a novel entitled Guilty or No Guilty. 
He also wrote a series of short genealogical 
sketches that were later bound into a book 
entitled Louisiana F amities, which includ-

ed the genealogy of the Dimitry family. He 
was married to Ann Elizabeth Johnson in 
1871 and had one son who preceded him 
in death. 

GEORGE A . PERDICARIS (1803 
1872) came to America in 1823 when he 
was twenty years of age. He was the first 
consul of the United States in Athens, 
Greece in 1837, and remained in that post 
for ten years. Upon his return to America 
in 1847, he recorded his studies and im
pressions of Greece in a two volume book 
entitled The Greece of the Greeks. He was 
married to an American woman from South 
Carolina and had a son Ion. With the out
break of the Civil War he joined the Unit
ed States Navy where he was awarded a 
lieutenancy, serving honorably for the rest 
of his life. In 1861 he was promoted to com
mander and participated in various naval 
expeditions all over the world. Later, dur
ing the war he commanded the U.S.S . Sup
ply and later still, the U.S.S. Saratoga where 
he won the praise of his admiral an was 
commended by the Secretary of the Navy 
for his "zeal and good service to the coun
try." In 1867 he was retired with the rank 

of Captain and lived with his family in 
Litchfield Connecticut, where he met at un
timely death by highway robbers in 1872. 

GEORGE PAPADAKIS or PATTER 
SON (1828-1901) He was born in Boston 
and after completing his studies there in 
1852 went to Plymouth, North Carolina to 
study for holy orders. He was later ordained 
a deacon in a Protestand denomination and 
served in the southern states. During the 
Civil War he served as a chaplain in, the 
Confederate Army. After the war he be
came the Rector of Grace Church and after 
a long active life died in Memphis, Ten
nessee in 1901. Bishop Gailor wrote the 
"Dr. Patterson was very proud of his Greek 
descent" and that he was a noble Christian 
Gentleman. 

Another chaplain in the Civil War was 
PHOTIOS FISK who was also one of the 
orphans of the Greek War ofIndependence 
brought to America in 1823. He served in 
the United States Navy as a chaplain for 
many years. He was an early staunch ad
vocate for the abolition of slavery and by 
his last will and testament, bequeathed most 
of his fortune for the anti-slavery cause. 

Greek Style Demi-Tasse 
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GEORGE SIRJAN and GEORGE 
MARSHALL. George Sirian was a gun
ner in the United States Navy. He too was 
born on one of the Greek islands, proba
bly the island of Syros in the Aegean Sea. 
During the Greek Revolution he was set 
adrift in a boat by his mother to escape a 
band of Turks. She remained behind to 
await her fate. The boat was picked up by 
one of the United States cruisers which 
brought the boy to America. Growing up 
and educated in the United States, he sub
sequently entered the Union Navy and lat
er became a warrant officer. Later, mar
ried the daughter of one George Marshal 
J, who was also a Greek and the first one 
to publish a manual of naval gunnery used 
in tile United States naval service. Little 
else is known about them. 

Other known Greek Americans who 
participated in the Civil War are the fol
lowing: JOHN V ALSAMOS who came 
from the island of Cephalonia in the Ion
ian Sea offthe western coast of Greece and 
who died in 1896; JOHN CHRISTY from 
Dayton, Ohio; THOMAS KAFFEGES of 
Boston; V ASJLIOS C. TSIROS from New 
York; and SAM CARSONEAS, the "Spar
tan" who fought in the Civil War and is 
later believed to have participated in the 
Battle of Santiago in Cuba during the Span
ish - American War. 

Spanish-American War 

GEORGE PARTRIDGE CAL VOCOR
ESSIS (1847-1932) was born in Norwich, 
Vermont, the son of Captain George Mous
alas Calvocoressis and like his father made 
an enviable record in the United States 
Navy. 

He participated for two years in the Civil 
War, serving on the battleship command
ed by his father. In 1865, he entered the 
United States Naval Academy at Annapo
lis, Maryland, graduating in 1869. He was 
promoted to ensign in 1870, to master in 
1872 to lieutenant in 1875 and to lieuten
ant commander in 1897. In the Spanish -
American War he was the executive officer 
of the U.S.S. Concord at the Battle ofMa
nila Bay in the Philippines. He was "ad
vanced five numbers" for his conduct in 
this battle. He was awarded a Congressional 
Medal for bravery in 1900 and was pro 
moted to commander. He was promoted by 
Admiral Dewey to executive officer of his 
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Chief Mst. Sgt. SPERO J. MELONlDES. United States Navy. He participated in the Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm action during the Gulf War in 1991. Photo: Sgt. Melonides inside 
tanker. 

flagship the U.S.S. Concord and was com
mander of the Olympia battalion in the ova
tions of welcome for Dewey in New York, 
Washington and Boston. He served as head 
of the Navy Yards in New York and was 
commander of the Naval Station at Key 
West, Florida. He also served as command
er of the U.S.S . Enterprise as well as other 
ships. He resigned after forty-eight years 
of active service with the rank of Rear 
Admiral. He died at home in Litchfield, 
Connecticut and is buried in that town's 
New East Cemetery. He was married to 
Mary D. Baldwin and had two sons and a 
daughter, both sons following their father's 
footsteps as officers in the United States 
Navy. 

World War I 

Of the several thousands of Greek 
Americans that served in the American 
Expeditionary Force during World War I 
many served with high distinction but on 
was singularly honored by the America 

Government for making the supreme sac
rifice in the war that was fought "to make 
the world safe for democracy. He was 
GEORGE DILBOY, born in the town of 
Alatsata in Asia Minor on February 5, 1896 

After the Balkan War of 1912-1913, his 
family fled to America to avoid persecu
tion from the Turks and made their home 
in Keene, New Hampshire. 

During the Mexican Border trouble of 
1916, the young hero joined the National 
Guard and served under General John Per
shing with Company H, First Infantry Reg
iment. Then the family moved to Massa
chusetts and settled in Somerville. It was 
there that Dilboy was called into service 
on July 25, 1917 and was assigned to Com
pany H. I 03rd Infantry, 26th Division. He 
was sent with his company to France and 
took part in the Champagne-Marne defense 
and the Aisne-Marne counter offensive. He 
was killed on the battlefield near Belleau, 
France, July 18, 1918 and was posthumous
ly awarded the Congressional Medal for 
Bravery, the highest medal of the Repub
lic. The official citation reads: 
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DUboy, George, Private. Deceased, 
Company H. J03rd Infantry. For gallant
ry and intrepidity beyond the call of duty 
near Belleau, France, July J 8, J 9 J 8. After 
his platoon had gained its objective along 
a railroad embankment, Private Dilboy ac
companying his platoon leader to recon
noiter the ground beyond, was suddenly 
fired upon an enemy machine gun, rushed 
forward with his bayonet fLXed through a 
wheat field toward the gun emplacement 
falling within twenty-five yards of the gun 
with his right leg nearly severed and with 
several bullet holes in his body. With cour
age undaunted he continued to fire into the 
emplacement from a prone position, kill
ing two of the enemy, and dispersing the 
rest of the crew . .. 

In a ceremony on the Boston Commons 
where many dinitaries were present includ
ing Governor Calvin Coolidge, future Pres
ident of the United States, the Medal of 
Honor was pinned on the coat of ANTO
NIOS DILBOY, father of the hero, in the 
presence of thousands of people. General 
Edwards addressed the aged father thusly: 

Your, boy was born in a foreign land 
and like you he spoke the Greek language 
and with you came to his adopted country. 
You taught him of Flag and what Ameri
can citizenship means. You made him ap
preciate the blessings afforded to all aliens. 
You told him it was the greatest honor on 
earth to be chosen to defend with his life 
the freedom that you enjoy, and you so de
veloped his character and instilled into him 
this pride in your adopted country that no 
American boy excelled this boy in the su-
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preme sacrifice he made. He was almost 
superhuman. He achieved things supposed 
above the limit of mental and physical en
durance. His act cleared the way for his 
platoon to break through; that he died, a 
splendid example. 

The remains of GEORGE DILBON 
were removed from France to his birthplace 
in Asia Minor but because of the desecra
tion of his grave by the Turks, they were 
finally removed from there to the United 
States and were interred in the National 
Cemetery at Arlington. Besides a number 
of American Legion Posts which bear the 
name ofthis hero, the George Dilboy Me
morial Foundation with headquarters at 
Hines, Illinois, was chartered on January 
25, 1935 and an imposin GEORGE DIL
BOY MEMORIAL was erected in the 
George Dilboy Plaza on the grounds of the 
Hines Veterans Hospital in that Chicago 
suburban community. 

World War II 

While many thousands of Greek Amer
icans served in the armed forces of the 
United States, many of them second and 
third generations of the original Greek im
migrants, and with many of them receiv
ing accolades and citations for their brav
ery and accomplishment, one in particular 
stands out for his heroic exploits on the field 
of battle, for which he was also awarded a 
Congressional Medal of Honor by grateful 
nation. He was CHRIS CAR (name legal
ly changed from CHRISTOS H. KARAB
ERIS, under which the medal was award
ed). KARABERIS was a second genera-

tion Greek American born in Manchester, 
New Hampshire, of parent who emigrated 
from Greece. It was here that he entered 
military service, becoming a member of the 
United States Army, Company 1. 337th 
Infantry Division ending up with the rank 
of Sargeant. During the Italian campaign 
near the town of Guignola Italy on Octo
ber 1-2, 1944, he performed action beyond 
the call of duty for which he was awarded 
the Medal of Honor. The citation reads as 
follows: 

"Leading a squad of Company L. he gal
lantly cleared the way for his company's 
approach along a ridge toward its objec
tive, the Casoni di Reinagna. When his pla
toon was pinned down by heavy fire from 
enemy mortars, machine-guns, machine 
pistols, and rifles, he climbed in advance 
of his squad in a maneuver around the left 
flank to locate and eliminate the enemy gun 
positions. Undeterred by steady fire that 
ricocheted off the barren hillside he crept 
to the rear of the first machinegun and 
charged, firing his submachinegun. In this 
surprise attack he captured several pris
oners and turned them over to his squad 
before striking out alone for a second sub
machinegun. Discovered in his advance 
and subjected to direct fire from the hos
tile weapon, he leaped to his feel and ran 
forward, weaving and crouching, pouring 
automatic fire into the emplacement that 
killed four of its defenders and forced the 
surrender of alone survivor. He again 
moved forward through heavy fire to at 
attack another machinegun. When close to 
the emplacement, he closed with a 
nerve-shattering shout and burst of.fire. 
Paralyzed by his whirlwind attack, all 4 
gunners immediately surrendered. Once 
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more advancing aggressively in the 'face 
of a thoroughly alerted enemy, he ap
proached a high ground occupied by 2 
machineguns which were firing on his com
pany on the slope below. Charging the first 
of the weapons, he killed 4 of the crew and 
captured 3 more. The 6 defenders of the 
adjacent position, cowed by the savagery 
of his assault, immediately gave up. By his 
one attack, heroically and voluntarily un
dertaken in the face of tremendous risks, 
Sgt. KARABERIS captured 5 enemy ma
chinegun positions, killed 8 Germans, took 
22 prisoners, cleared the ridge leading to 
his company's objective, and drove a deep 
wedge into the enemy line, making it pos
sible for his battalion to occupy important 
commanding ground. 

The citation which is dated November 
1, 1945, has an Olympian ring to it and rem
iniscent of the heroic exploits of our fore
bears in the ancient battles of Thermopy
lae and Marathon. 
World War II was different from previous 
wars insofar as for the first time, women 
were permitted to enter into armed forces 
in defence of our country. Greek Ameri
can women, despite restraints of growing 
up in a patriarchal society, were no laggards 
in coming to the defense of their country. 
Among the first was Hon. ADELINE J. 
GEOKARIS of Chicago. Born in Tegea, 
Greece, she came with her mother and fa
ther to the United States while at a very 
young age. She was educated in the Chica
go public schools and at DePaul Universi
ty where she earned a law degree. Shortly 
thereafter, heeding her nation's call, she 
enlisted in 1942 in the United States Navy 
serving throughout the war in the WAVES 
(Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergen
cy Service) doing legal discipline work for 
the navy. She was among the very first 
Greek American women serving in the 
armed forces along with those who joined 
the WACs (Women's Army Corps) . Upon 
her honorable discharge in 1946, she lo
cated herselfin Zion, Illinois where she was 
elected in 1972 to the Illinois House serv
ing one term. In 1987 she was elected May
or of Zion for one term. Her strong policy 
of advocacy for the people soon resulted 
in her election as State Senator to the Illi
nois Legislature in 1978 where she has 
served for 19 years. 

She was reelected to that office several 
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Women's Conferences 
On Wednesday 14,1998, the Hellenic 

Women's Club of North Shore will hold 
its annual Philanthropic Luncheon and 
Fashion Show at Crest Hollow Country 
Club in Woodbury, New York. At 11 :00 
am will be cocktails and boutique brows
ing and 12:00 noon will be the luncheon. 
All benefits will go to the Don Monti Foun
dation of North Shore University Hospi
tal. Contact Betty Vontas at (516) 944-5714 
or Anna Vrettos at (516) 621-8360 forres
ervations. 

Also, the Pacific Region of the Hellen
ic American Women's Council announced 
First Women's Conference, held on the 
West Coast "Women of Substance". 

times and now serves in the capacity of As
sistant Majority Leader in the Illinois Sen
ate. 

EPILOGUE 

The event will take place on Saturday, 
October 17, 1998, at the Center of Modem 
Greek Studies, Loyola Marymount Univer
sity, Los Angeles, California. This day-long 
conference will begin at 8:30am and is 
scheduled to end at 4:00pm. contact Event 
Chair Mrs. Akrevoe Emmanoullides at 
310-377-6643. 

Walk-A-Thon for the 
MacDonaldHouse 

The Ronald McDonald House of New 
York City, an international non-profit or
ganization which is a home- away - from -
home for children undergoing cancer treat
ment and their families, at New York area 
medical centers, is planning its annual Walk 
- a - thon. 

The event will take place on Saturday, 
October 17, 1998. The walk will begin 

In brief, this has been the illustrious his- promptly at Ilam at Central Park's Woll
tory of Greek Americans in the service of man Rink and end at the Ronald McDonald 
their country in defense offreedom. Amer- House at 405 East 73rd Street (between 
ica's most recent wars such as the Korean First and York Ave's). 
Conflict, the war in Viet- .--------------------------, 
nam and the Gulf War 
have had their share of 
Greek Americans partic
ipating in them. Of spe
cial note is the singular 
role of Lt. General GUS 
P AGONIS in the Gulf 
War and that of Vice Ad
miral MICHAEL P. 
KALLERES . But the 
story of their participa
tion has yet to be fully 
written. When it is, it will 
undoubtedly be revealed 
that their participation 
was no less glorious than 
their predecessors, and 
another golden page will 
be added to a long and 
illustrious history of 
Greek Americans in de
fense of freedom. In so 
doing, they remained 
faithful to the Socratic 
injunction of honoring 
their country above that 
of parents and all ances-
tors. 
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Missiles in Cyprus: Sovereign Rights 
vs. National Interests 

I By JOHN SITILIDES I 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The annual 
summer routine of tensions and threats in 
the Aegean and Cyprus is so firmly estab
lished by now that it would deliver its many 
observers into deep sleep if only, this time 
around, the consequences were not so 
alarmingly real and potentially devastating 
for the region. 

Fears, dangers, miscalculations - these 
are the ingredients for warnings about a 
"hot episode" that may explode in the re
gion in the months ahead, when delivery is 
scheduled for the now-infamous S-300 sur
face-to-air missiles Cyprus is purchasing 
from Russia to strengthen its defensive 
posture and deter future Turkish air attacks. 
Ironically, in a classic chicken-or-egg 
game, the missiles may now become the 
catalyst for precisely the manner of attack 
they have been purchased to deter. 

Either way, Ankara was given the green 
light to highlight its concerns over Nico
sia ' s January 1997 purchase of the missile 
system, which the State Department pub
licly criticized. In the past, Washington has 
not challenged, and in fact supported, Cy
prus' right as a sovereign country to main
tain adequate defenses . In this case, the 
wisdom of acquiring an advanced system 
from America's geopolitical arch-rival in 
the region, coupled with its far-reaching 
radar capability, has consistently been the 
focus of U.S . opposition to the purchase. 

Washington remains as concerned as 
ever about the inherent unpredictability of 
the Turkish government regarding Cyprus. 
Since the General Staff sets the parame
ters within which Turkish political leaders, 
including the prime minister and the for
eign minister, can act, Turkey ' s Western 
allies tend to overly emphasize military-to
military relations and the avoidance of any 
step that might provoke the generals. 

Therefore, the burden of rationality for 
international conduct falls on Greece, 
which the United States has increasingly 
looked to as a force for stability and 
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progress over the past ten years . Washing
ton perceives Athens, and Nicosia as well, 
to be irrationally stubborn in refusing to 
let go of a missile system that, in the end, 
will not only provide marginal military util
ity to Cyprus, but may also trigger a war 
between Greece and Turkey that will not 
be easily contained or controlled. 

Compounding these difficulties, Turkey 
has successfully redefined the Cyprus is
sue in the United States as one of eastern 
Mediterranean destabilization by Greece 
and Cyprus, in concert with Russia, rather 
than one of occupation and de facto parti
tion of a sovereign republic. 

Several times each week, another ma
jor newspaper in Washington, New York, 
California, or elsewhere will feature an 
editorial, analysis, or report about instabil
ity and the danger of war because of the S-
300 system. Buried deep in the article, the 
reader will learn that, incidentally, Turkey 
invaded Cyprus in 1974 and has occupied 
the country ever since. 

Among leading think tank specialists 
and regional analysts, the Turkish occupa
tion is part of the situation, not of the prob
lem. The utter audacity of a quarter centu
ry of illegal occupation seems to be of lit
tle concern to many American strategists. 
Instead, they intone seriously about the 
prospect voiced by Ankara that Greece 
could direct the launch ofS-300s into Turk
ish airspace over the mainland to shoot 
Turkish fighter jets out of the sky. 

The newest argument against the mis
siles had been expected to surface for 
months and was publicly announced in late 
July. Turkish Foreign Minister Ismail Cem 
warned publicly about Russian radar sys
tems illuminating the skies throughout the 
eastern Mediterranean, exposing sensitive 
Turkish, Israeli, and American intelligence 
and endangering Western interests in the 
region. The Russia card has been played in 
behind-the-scenes meetings for many 
months but is now coming to the forefront 

ofthe larger Cyprus debate, which is, again, 
not about occupation and division but about 
S-300s. 

This dangerous game borders on the 
comical when one considers that Ankara 
will be welcoming Moscow's contract bids 
to sell Turkey hundreds of attack helicop
ters or tanks, worth billions of dollars, in 
the years ahead. Russia and Turkey signed 
a memorandum of understanding in May 
to expand cooperation in the military sec
tor and defense industry. Israel, which lob
bied Washington to punish Russia for trans
ferring missile technology to Iran, will pro
vide sophisticated avionics systems to a 
Russian company to improve its defense 
contract bids. It is apparent, therefore, that 
the Russia card is being used highly selec
tively and, in this instance, is extremely 
effective in painting the S-300 deal with 
Cyprus in the most unflattering light pos
sible. 

The gradual trivialization of the Turk
ish occupation of Cyprus has widespread 
ramifications, especially in Kosovo, where 
efforts to redraw borders using military 
force find a successful precedent in the 
1974 invasion and the current internation
al nonchalance toward it - at least until 
Nicosia dropped the S-300 bombshell 18 
months ago. 

The Cyprus question itselfis not of great 
consequence to the United States. But 
Washington is deeply concerned about re
gional stability, about backing its allies in 
Jerusalem, Cairo, Ankara, and Athens, and 
about projecting American and Western 
power into the Balkans, Central Asia, the 
Middle East, and northern Africa. Cyprus 
is therefore critical to Washington's stra
tegic planning, both because of its geo
graphic location and because events in the 
country may explode into war between two 
heavily-armed NATO allies. As long as Cy
prus is ticking, Greek-Turkish tensions will 
remain high, and the potential for war and 
destructive regional spillover will loom in 

13 



the shadows. 
How can the Cyprus issue be defused? 

Ankara and Nicosia, along with Athens, 
should work together to achieve a solution 
reaffirming the sovereignty of Cyprus, af
fording minority rights protections for 
Turkish Cypriots, providing ironclad secu
rity for Greek Cypriots against future in
vasions, establishing political rights for 
both communities to ensure the fullest elec
toral participation, and protecting full free
dom of movement throughout the republic 
under restricted freedom of establishment, 
to assuage fears that the prosperous Greek 
Cypriot community would buyout - then 
drive out - the Turkish Cypriot communi
ty. 

Greek and Turkish Cypriots would find 
their essential demands fulfilled, Cyprus 
would feel that S-300s were no longer nec
essary, Greece could step back from the 
brink of war compelled by the joint defense 
doctrine, and Turkey would benefit tremen
dously in the international arena. But the 
European Union, especially after Luxem
bourg, cannot accomplish this. NATO can
not accomplish this. Germany cannot, 
France cannot, and Russia cannot. 

And so, Athens and Nicosia, where the 
yearning for a Cyprus solution is passion
ate and deep, must look to Washington for 
support. When Washington looks to An
kara, it sees a cauldron of domestic strife, 
military dominance, civil war, and rampant 
corruption in a vast country cleaved into 
two societies by enormous wealth dispari
ties, religious fervor, and the inherent di
vide between East and West. 

That same Turkish republic, it must be 
remembered, borders Iran, Iraq, and Syria, 
helps the United States penetrate the Cas
pian Sea and Central Asian regions, keeps 
Russian influence checked, and breaks Is
rael's regional isolation. Turkey's great im
portance for the United States will influ
ence each single decision Washington 
makes concerning Cyprus, the Aegean, and 
every other regional issue of consequence. 

One day, perhaps, summer will be less 
about tensions and threats, and more about 
the magnificence of the season that draws 
so many from every comer of the world to 
this most beautiful region. But the events 
of the past decades which brought us the 
S-300s, and the attendant dangers and fears, 
are still with us, and that day will not be 
here soon. 
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Study of Modern Greece at the 
University of Washington 

SEATTLE, WA.- On August 3rd, a 
dedicated group of Greek - Americans took 
the first step towards promoting the study 
of Modem Greece at the University of 
Washington. The group, the Hellenes of 
the Northwest, presented checks totalling 
$80,000 to the University of Washington 
to create the Hellenic Studies Endowed 
Fund. The fund wiil establish Hellenic stud
ies - the study of modem Greece - as an 
interdisciplinary area of emphasis within 
the UW's Jackson School ofinternational 
Studies. 

"In its course offerings and other pro
grams, the UW prominently features the 
two other major forces in the southern Bal
kanslNortheastern Mediterranean area -
the Slavic and Turkish cultures," says The
odore Kaltsounis, UW professor of educa
tion and a Hellenes of the Northwest board 
member. "The University also has exten
sive offerings on ancient Greece. But there 
have been no courses or other programs 
concerning modem Greece, the only mem
ber of the European Union in that region. 
We feel that adding modem Greek studies 
to the curriculum will complete the study 
of that region and create a more balanced 
approach." 

The Hellenic Studies Endowed Fund 
may be used to support courses, lectures, 
and research on modem Greek language, 
culture, literature, politics, history, or re
lated topics, with emphasis on the history 
and social development of the Hellenes of 
thediaspora, particularly Greek -
Americans.For the 1998-99 academic year, 
before income from the endowment is 
available, the Jackson School's European 
Studies Program - to which Hellenic Stud
ies will be added - is using other funds to 
bring two visiting professors to campus 
whose work relates to Hellenic studies. Van 

Coufoudakis, dean of the School of Arts 
and Sciences at Indiana University-Purdue 
University and President of the United 
States Modem Greek Studies Association, 
will speak on October 23 about the politi
cal situation in the southern Balkans, with 
emphasis on Greece, Turkey, and Cyprus; 
later in the year, Charles Moskos, profes
sor of political science at Northwestern 
University, will speak about Greek Amer
icans, including the history of their immi
gration to the States. 

The Hellenes of the Northwest is hop
ing that the Hellenic Studies Endowed Fund 
is just the first step in an effort to strength
en the University's offerings in the study 
of modem Greece. "The Hellenes of the 
Northwest is a new organization dedicated 
to creating opportunities for people to learn 
about Greek history, culture, and tradi
tions," says John T. John, president of the 
organization. "In the past, the Greek com
munity looked to its churches as a center 
for religion and culture. Our intent is to 
supplement, enrich, and expand the oppor
tunities to emphasize Greek culture so as 
to reach more people. We created the Hel
lenes of the Northwest to focus solely on 
Greek culture." John and Kaltsounis say 
that the group aims to raise $1 million in 
the next three to five years to support Hel
lenic studies at the University of Wash
ington. "It is exciting to be developing this 
association with the University," says John. 
"And the enthusiastic response from the 
Greek community has been very encour
aging." Already 66 donors have participat
ed in this effort, each contributing $1,000 
or more to the endowment. 

For infonnation on contributing to the 
Hellenic Studies Endowed Fund, contact 
John T. John, president of Hellenes of the 
Northwest, at 206-340-9613. 

Join the Estiator 1999 Cruise 
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Discontent in Worldwide 
Orthodox Christianity 

Orthodox Christianity, as founded by 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, is the 
only religion in today's world that has re
mained constant in its canons and teach
ings since the 7th Ecumenical Council in 
A. D. 787. The book of Acts raises such 
questions as " Do we maintain the old cus
toms, the old ways, the old dietary laws and 
ritual cleanliness to become Christians or 
does the Resurrection of Christ set us on a 
new path?" The Orthodox Christian faith 
is a living faith. Our 2,000 year history as 
Orthodox Christians demonstrates our abil
ity to adapt our faith to the culture in which 
we live, although recent actions taken by 
the hierarchy in the various Orthodox ju
risdictions might suggest otherwise. Their 
actions suggest that they have not over
come the culture of repression evident in 
the lands where the Orthodox Church was 
held captive for the last 500 years. 

Three events occurring this summer 
have caused me to be deeply concerned 
about the ability of the Patriarchates of 
World Orthodoxy to adapt to the realities 
of a changed historical context. Their ac
tions require the spiritually mature Ortho
dox Christian, whether patriarch, archbish
op, metropolitan, bishop, priest, deacon or 
layperson, to take notice that the harmony 
and integrity of the church is in question. 
What has led me to share these concerns 
with you were my involvement with the 
Task Force to Support Orthodox Christians 
in the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, occurring 
on May 14-17 in Dearborn, Michigan; rep
resenting my parish to the 34th Biennial 
Clergym-Laity Congress ofthe Greek Or
thodox Archdiocese in Orlando, Florida, 
the week of July 4-9; and analyzing reports 
surrounding the burial of Czar Nicholas H, 
four members of the Romanov royal fami
ly, and four servants in St. Petersburg which 
happened recently on July 17, 1998. In 
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these three events, the Patriarchates of 
Jerusalem, Constantinople and Moscow 
showed indifference to the spiritual and 
human needs of the laity, acting contrary 
to the laws of love and truth as expressed 
by Jesus Christ. 

Turmoil within the Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem 

The meeting of the Task Force to Sup
port Orthodox Christians in the Patriarch
ate of Jerusalem brought together lay rep
resentatives from four major Orthodox 
communities within Jerusalem, including 
Amman, Jordan, Bethlehem, Nazareth and 
Ramallah. The participants discussed the 
plight of the 110,000 Arab Orthodox Chris
tians living in the Holy Land, who are not 
ministered to by the Patriarchate of Jerus-

alem. It is the laity in these areas that edu
cate the old and young in the faith, run the 
schools, tend to the needs of the elderly, 
and encourage the leadership talents of 
adolescents. It is the laity who build and 
repair churches, pay active and retired cler
gy and provide health benefits. They at
tempt to preserve and restore significant 
buildings in their communities. All these 
accomplishments occur without the help of 
the Patriarchate. It was reported at the meet
ing that millions of dollars are siphoned 
from the faithful pilgrims who visit the 
Holy sites. Members of the Task Force in
formed participants that funds are not dis
persed to the Arab Orthodox Christians for 
them to continue their ministry. The eccle
siasticallanguage remains Greek although 
the majority of the faithful are Arab. The 
greatest outrage, reported by the Task 
Force, is that the Patriarchate sells the Or-
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thodox owned religious property be
queathed to it by the faithful to the Jewish 
State and does not account for the great 
sums of money it receives. 

These unwarranted actions of the Patri
archate the participants expressed, have 
contributed to frustrating the Middle East 
peace process. The laity have been in dia
logue with the Patriarchate over these is
sues for 80 years. Their cries have been 
ignored. The Task Force has translated and 
published Rt. Rev. Raphael Hawaweeny's 
book, The Brotherhood of the Holy Sepul
cher, written in 1893, which first raised 
these issues. Today, members of the Task 
Force say nothing has changed since the 
writing of Father Hawaweeny's expose. 

One must wonder why is the relentless 
scandal of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
allowed to continue? The Task Force, 
which OCL supports, passed two concrete 
resolutions. The first involved initiating 
Christian-Muslim dialogue to study the 
means to affect the needed change which 
will preserve church property as the heri
tage of the Orthodox people of the Holy 
Land. The second resolved to restore the 
Arab Orthodox Church of the Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem. 

According to reports in the Jerusalem 
newspapers and the National Herald, the 
Palestinian Liberation Organization can no 
longer assume the safety of the Patriarch 
in the Holy Land. The harmony of the 
church in Jerusalem is broken because hi
erarchy, clergy, and laity are not working 
together. The unilateral actions ofthe hier
archy in Jerusalem have made it unaccount
able to the faithful. Will there be any Or
thodox religious sites left in the Holy Land? 
Will there be a church to hand down to the 
Orthodox children living in the Middle 
East? How do we change the culture of any 
Patriarchate so that it is accountable and 
responsive to the spiritual needs of the Or
thodox faithful? 

Turmoil in the Patriarchate and 
in the Archdiocese of America 

Beginning with the decision of His All 
Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholom
ew to abrogate the 1977-78 Charter of the 
Archdiocese by dividing the Archdiocese 
of North and South America into three met
ropolitanates and one archdiocese, the 
Greek Orthodox Church in America has 
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encountered one crisis after another. The 
34th Biennial Clergy - Laity Congress was 
no exception. 

For 68 years, the Biennial Clergy-Laity 
Congresses consisted of laity working to
gether with the hierarchy and clergy ad
ministering to the needs of the Church. 
Although the resolutions adopted at these 
Congresses had to be ratified by the Ecu
menical Patriarchate, the Congresses were 
seen as the highest legislative body of the 
church in America. Archbishop Spyridon, 
through the 34th Clergy - Laity Congress, 
abrogated this historical legislative body to 
that of an advisory body. It was also re
ported that His All Holiness has not rati
fied the actions of the 1994 and 1996 
Clergy-Laity Congresses giving rise to 
finther speculation regarding the Patri
arch's motives concerning the Greek Or
thodox Church in America. 

You may ask "How did this happen?" 
First of all, all motions, including resolu
tions were changed to recommendations. 
The Archdiocese, through the abuse of par
Iiamentary procedures, tried to stifle the 
voice of the clergy and lay delegates. This 
was most notable at the Administrative 
Committee meeting when Reverend Pas
sias, Chancellor of the Archdiocese, and 
Reverend Dragas, former Dean of Hellen
ic College/Holy Cross School of Theolo
gy, would not let delegates discuss such 
administrative matters as the creation of 
metropolitanates as proposed by the Dioc
esan Clergy-Laity Assemblies of Pitts
burgh, Boston and San Francisco. 

Frs. Passias and Dragas stated that this 
was a canonical issue not to be discussed 
by delegates. However, many delegates felt 
that the discussion was essential to the leg
islative process, at least from an informa
tion point of view. It seems that the Arch
diocese used the canons as a weapon to sti
fle meaningful discussion. Throughout the 
Congress, the Archdiocese used the can
ons to shield themselves from discussion 
that might raise the question of account
ability and open communication. Accord
ing to Dr. Lewis Patsavos, Professor of 
Canon Law at the Holy Cross School of 
Theology, "Canons are the Church's law 
to safeguard particular interests from the 
arbitrary intervention of superior interest. 
It should not be understood as subjecting a 
person to subservience, but as guarantee
ing his freedom. Canons ought to be also 

understood as pastoral guidelines. As the 
law of grace, it is characterized primarily 
by the spiritual attributes of compassion, 
pastoral sensitivity and forgiveness ." Un
fortunately, this was not how the Archdio
cese invoked the use of the canons in Con
gress deliberations. 

Another attempt to control the legisla
tive role of the delegates occurred at the 
plenary session during the presentation of 
the Administrative Committee's report dis
cussing the revision of the Charter. I learned 
that Archbishop Spyridon does not convene 
Synodical Meetings regularly with the hi
erarchs and bishops. Furthermore, the 
Archbishop does not even allow them to 
perform the sacrament of ordination. All 
ordinations are conducted only by Arch
bishop Spyridon! 

Without the input of the Holy Synod, 
the Archbishop named members to the 
Charter Committee. These actions illustrate 
that even the hierarchy are being shut out 
of the church. 

As a delegate from my parish, I was 
compelled to amend the Administrative 
Committee report to include a recommen
dation that His Eminence, Archbishop Spy
ridon, expand the Charter Committee mem
bership to include one clergyman and one 
lay representative to be named by the pre
siding hierarch of each diocese within 90 
days. The amendment passed in plenary 
session. 

This action by the Archbishop regard
ing the Charter is yet another example of 
how there is a subtle takeover of our church 
by the Patriarchate. Indeed, the Synod of 
Constantinople is making crucial decisions 
for the American Greek Orthodox Church. 
These actions have breached the harmony 
and trust of the church. This was evidenced 
at the 34th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress 
as expressed in the debates and voting pat
terns by delegates. 

But the efforts of the Archdiocese to 
repress discussion failed. The tone of the 
Clergy-Laity was set by the widely distrib
uted essay, What Every Delegate to the 
Clergy-Laity Congress Should Know, writ
ten by George D. Karcazes, former OCL 
President and Strategy Committee Mem
ber of the Greek Orthodox American Lead
ers (GOAL). The highlight of the Congress 
were three open forums organized by the 
laity. The first forum held on Monday, July 
6 attracted 500 people and discussed the 
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administrative and financial issues facing 
the Archdiocese. Tuesday's open forum 
continued Monday's discussion, attracting 
200 people, while the morning open forum 
on Wednesday, July 8, focused on the agen
da of the legal committee. 

The most significant legislative act by 
the Congress occurred during the Institu
tion Committee's report. With regard to the 
Hellenic College/Holy Cross School of 
Theology, delegates presented a proposal 
calling for the creation of a task force to 
review operations at the school, the release 
of the report issued by the Joint Commis
sion on Accreditation, and the reinstate
ment ofthe four faculty members dismissed 
by the Archbishop. The dismissed faculty 
members were to be reinstated pending a 
further investigation of the actions leading 
to their dismissal. In a hand vote, the pro
posal was accepted by a vote of 260 dele
gates in favor and 255 against -- an unprec
edented display of support for the dis
missed faculty members by the delegates! 

Throughout the Congress and at these 
open forums, delegates conducted them
selves with dignity. No matter what side 
of the issue one adhered to, the fact that 
open discussion was encouraged helped all 
participants to experience a catharsis of 
love for their church. Our church is stron
ger today because delegates participated in 
responsible discussions. Through this Cler
gy - Laity Congress the body of the church 
displayed maturity. Perhaps the Patriarch
ate has not ratified the proceedings of the 
1994 and 1996 Clergy-Laity Congresses 
because it discerns the maturity of our 
church in America. Maybe this is her way 
of recognizing our autonomy. The church 
continues despite the inaction of the Patri-

archate of Constantinople. The Greek Or
thodox Church in America functions be
cause ofthe foundation laid by our lay im
migrant ancestors who kept the tenants of 
their faith, and worked together with the 
clergy in a co-ministry, yet adapted its gov
ernance to the American culture. 

This 34lth Biennial Clergy-Laity Con
gress demonstrated that Greek Orthodox 
Christians of America, once again, believe 
harmony within the Church comes from 
respect for due process, open communica
tion between hierarchy, clergy and laity, 
and accountability. The Patriarchate and the 
Archdiocese should seriously recognize 
and accept that this model works effectively 
when it is allowed to function. This is in
deed the model for the living Orthodox 
Christian church of the future. If the hier
archy cannot bridge this cultural gap, they 
will be the ones retreating into a "dead 
faith" hardened by formal tradition instead 
of 'living" the Orthodox Christian faith. 

Turmoil within the Patriarchate 
of Moscow 

Another event of a possible culture clash 
involves the decision by the Russian Or
thodox hierarchy not to participate in the 
burial of Czar Nicholas II , four of his fam
ily members and servants on July 17, 1998. 
How could the church miss the opportuni
ty to bring the Russian nation closer togeth
er by not participating in the burial of the 
Romanovs? Have not the faithful in Rus
sia suffered greatly in the past 80 years? In 
my opinion, the burial of the family of the 
last Christian Czar would have been a fit
ting memorial to the millions of Christian 
martyrs who suffered during one of the 
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greatest iconoclastic destructions caused by 
an anti-religious regime. How could the 
official hierarchy of the church ignore this 
occasion? Could they not see it as a time 
for repentance and reconciliation? 

Patriarch Alexius II chose not to partic
ipate by citing his doubt that the remains 
were those ofthe royal family, despite the 
scientific community's positive identifica
tion of the bones belonging to Nicholas H
and his family. How sad for the Russian 
Orthodox faithful who have suffered from 
this unresolved issue. Is this the behavior 
of a loving shepherd of the church? What 
would Christ have done? 

Call to Action 

All three incidents clearly demonstrate 
that the laity and clergy have a great re
sponsibility in assisting the hierarchy to 
move the Orthodox Church away from a 
culture of repression of church governance 
which it has endured these 500 years in 
order to survive. Despotic and authoritari
an tendencies in the church are often the 
legacies of the Ottoman and Communist 
yokes over the Church. Syndiakonia is the 
authentic tradition of church governance. 
Has the history of the past 500 years as the 
great church in captivity made us incapa
ble of being accountable, relevant, adapt
able and faithful to the message oflove and 
truth taught by Jesus Christ? [s the hierar
chy unable to overcome the culture of re
pression that it has internalized in captivi
ty and which it attempts to impose on the 
faithful to keep them in place, even when 
the faithful are living in the context of 
choice? Can the hierarchy shake the total
itarian shackles of repression and forces of 
compromise and work with the faithful" to 
restore harmony within the church? 

Together, we must discern the direction 
of our church as we enter the new millen
nium. Together we must put the church 
back on course. Are we capable guardians 
of our precious inheritance handed down 
through the ages by the church universal? 
Are we prepared to meet the challenge of 
our times and assume the leadership re
sponsibilities necessary to restore harmo
ny and integrity of the One, Holy, Catholic 
and Apostolic Church? 

I urge each and everyone one of you to 
remain vigilant in this mission of spiritual 
renewal and commitment. 
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Hellenism and the Church: 
Strange Bedfellows 

At the risk of angering just about ev
eryone who has a Greek heritage, includ
ing friends, relatives and colleagues, I'm 
going to suggest that Hellenism has little 
to do with the Christian faith. Now, don't 
get outraged-I'm not against the church 
nor am I anti-Greek. In fact, my whole life 
has been an awkward discipleship to 
both-only separate! How is that possible, 
you say? 

Well, I believe in God; I believe that he 
sent His only Son to redeem mankind from 
its spiritual void; I believe in the body of 
belief that evolved from Christ's teachings 
known as the Orthodox faith; I believe in 
the system of worship developed by the 
Fathers as expressed in the Orthodox 
Church. 

On the other hand, I am Greek, born on 
the sun-drenched shores ofthe Pelloponese 
and have been a student of Hellenic 
thought; I am a proud bearer of a legacy 
that gave mankind the prescription for ex
cellence; I am also a proud descendant ofa 
system of thought that saved man from 
perishing in the shadows of his own inter
nal chaos. 

For most of us who have been loyal to 
this dual allegiance, it has been a lifelong 
balancing act of two contradictory belief 
systems. It held together only because we 
decided to pick and choose only those qual
ities of Hellenic heritage which are in har
mony with Christian thought, and discard 
the rest. 

The point is, the Hellenic belief system 
gave man (among other gifts) the promise 
of immortality whereas the Christian mes
sage gave man (among other gifts) the 
promise of salvation. On closer examina
tion one realizes that these two systems are 
separated by 4,000 years and have little in 
common except they both carry man into 
eternity. 

Since this is not an attempt at an aca
demic paper on the subject, nevertheless, 
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students of history concede it is difficult to 
document any connection between Chris
tian teachings and classical Hellenic tradi
tion-scholars and mystics have attempt
ed in vain to find that bridge that would 
support the claim that Hellenism played a 
major role in the delivery of Christianity 
to mankind. 

Preliminary research on the subject ob
ligates me to admit this is a very difficult 
issue to develop and the reason I even in
troduce it is because my church hierarchy 
has led me in that direction. Our Archdio
cese continues to carry Hellenism as a high 
priority in its ministry for America. When 
the Archbishop declares "A major role of 
the church is to promote Greek letters and 
Greek culture" I have trouble understand
ing what that really means. What are we 
actually asked to embrace? 

I can appreciate the historical linkage 
between the Greek language and later writ
ings of church Fathers and some saints. I 
can appreciate Aristotle and Plato's dis
courses on the soul of man and how these 
writings influenced later theological 
thought. But these people developed more 
than a philosophic system. It was a reli-
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gion which preached a doctrine of eternal 
life for the soul of man. However, attached 
to these beliefs were paganism, pantheism 
and reincarnation-ideas which smacked 
of heresy as later church councils ruled. 

Are we being asked to bone up in Bibli
cal Greek so we can better relate to our faith 
in the original language used by the Holy 
Fathers? I can appreciate this reasoning! 

And I'll be first in line to sign up for the 
next session! But this is clearly not the case. 
What is being taught in church subsidized 
Greek schools (and underwritten to some 
degree by the Greek government) is not a 
language which enhances one ' s under
standing of scripture or the ceremonial life 
of the church. Rather, it is a vernacular 
variety of Modem Greek, a dialect used 
widely around the world by Greek speak
ing people. As we all know, the Greek used 
in scripture and church rituals is totally a 
foreign language with different sentence 
structure and syntax. With the exception 
of some common nouns, conjunctions and 
articles, the only common thread between 
them are the Greek letters themselves. 

So, when the church says that it is com
mitted to promote Greek letters and Greek 
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culture, this priority has really nothing to 
do with the Orthodox faith! It represents a 
separate cultural agenda in cooperation 
with the Greek government, to preserve the 
use of Greek in America using the church 
to do it-a battle that was lost many years 
ago. This agenda may have had a better 
chance to survive longer if it were in the 
hands of secular organizations concerned 
strictly with language and culture. The 
point is, there are a lot more "Greeks" out 
there than there are Greeks who are true 
Orthodox Christians. 

With respect to Hellenic culture, I find 
myself equally abandoned in a sea of con
fusion with ideologies from a heritage 
that's incompatible with Orthodox Chris
tian beliefs. When I look to my Hellenic 
forefathers, I find an Hellas which estab
lished the cherished values of freedom, 
democracy, individualism and beauty. 
From 5000 B.c. through about 450 B.C. 
one can track the growth of a country from 
monarchy, to oligarchy, to popular dicta
torship, to democracy. By 420 B.C. Thucy
dides points to the virtue of equality 
through an Athenian democracy. Indeed, 
the words of Pericles often fell from the 
lips of Thomas Jefferson as he attempted 
to institute "Greek" as the official language 
for the United States. 

History reminds us that the Greek had a 
strong sense of form and balance and 
viewed things as an organic whole: there 
was no distinction between the physical and 
spiritual. This is why the Olympic games 
were designed to test the "ARETE' of the 
whole man (mind and body) and not spe
cialized skills. 

The Greek recognized that law ruled, not 
chance or predestination, and the universe 
was based on reason; he relied on reason 
to reveal the inner reality. So, many years 
before Plato distinguished between the 
body and the soul, the Greek's road map 
toward truth lay not through the senses, but 
through the mind. 

For the Greek, "Theos" did not mean 
"God" and thl~re was no fundamental con
nection between theology and morality. He 
realized there were many gods to satisfy 
by offering sacrifices. His Bible was the 
Iliad and The Odyssey, and Homer was his 
Messiah. 

Unlike the modem Christian model who 
"turns the other cheek," the classical Greek 
loved his friends and hated his enemies and 
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modesty was not a virtue. But the man who 
overrated himself was deemed conceited 
while the one who underrated himself was 
deemed mean-spirited. The instincts of the 
Greek commanded him to claim what is his 
and fight to the death for it. He did not hold 
a grudge because it was morally wrong, but 
rather, because it was beneath him. The 
Greek did not forgive: he despised and 
chose to forget. 

Regarding the faith adopted by the 
Greeks. One can make a case that Protes
tant theology is more in harmony with 
Greek thought as expressed by German 
theologian Pannenberg: "Every theologi
cal statement must prove itself on the field 
of reason and can no longer be argued on 
the basis of unquestioned presuppositions 
offaith." It's the Western faith today that 
seems to represent classical Greek tradition 
with its regimen of scholarship to search 
scripture and explore ideas; the Orthodox 
faith, by contrast, embraces the church 
through tradition, images, icons, Liturgy 
and the Eucharist. 

So, books, libraries, research, scripture 
study are Western ideas inspired by the 
Greek love for inquiry. Even Neo-Pla
tonism, which influenced St. Augustine, 
represented the ultimate expression of pa
ganism-a pantheism in which all forms 
oflife were regarded as products of the di
vine mind. It held that the human soul is 
imprisoned in the body, and the death of 
the body is the beginning of true life. This, 
then, is the belief ofthe indestructibility of 
the soul as manifest in the flesh and blood 
of future generations. And this is how the 
Greek considered himself immortal!
Thousands of years before Christianity. 

It is no wonder that many Christian writ
ers denounce the study of the classics as 
being "dangerous" to Christian morality 
and of no use to Christians in general. Our 
church, on the other hand, has found it nec
essary to champion the Hellenic profile 
while at the same time maintaining an au
thoritarian administration. This is not only 
alien to Greek tradition but also to the Or
thodox citizenry of America. 

In my view, this dual ministry that our 
church continues to implement in the Unit
ed States and intends to extend into the next 
century harms both the Church and Helle
nIsm. 

It offers the contemporary Greek de
scendant tragic limitations in both Ortho-

dox spirituality and Hellenism combined; 
it compromises and rystricts the faith to 
Greeks and attached ethnic baggage, and 
at the same time robs Hellenism of the free
spirit status it enjoyed historically. It tells 
the Hellene he is neither Hellenic nor Or
thodox, but rather "a modem Greek." 

If the church insists on being Hellenic, 
then where is the sense offreedom that our 
forefathers drafted for the civilized world? 
Where is the spirit of individual liberty that 
helped the Greeks defeat the Persians? 
Where is the sense of equality among men 
so poignantly depicted by Homer, Thucy
dides, and Herodotos? Themes offreedom 
and democracy are celebrated through all 
the writings ofthe Greek poets and philos
ophers. Hence, it becomes clear to any pe
destrian scholar that Greece is second to 
none in the purity and intensity of its dem
ocratic ideals. Classical studies reveal in
stantly that individuality is the very essence 
of freedom and democracy. 

Instead of this rich heritage, which Is 
Greek, the church leadership gives us 
"Monarchy," "Despotism," and "Authori
tarianism." And none of this stuffis Greek! 
In fact, it is Roman! A monarchical sys
tem of authority resurrected from the ash
es of Byzantium. 

If the church delights in being Greek, 
then it must become democratic and con
ciliar. 

If the church wants to bask in Hellenic 
light, then it must allow for communica
tion and synergy from the faithful. 

Ifthe church boasts of its Hellenic con
nection, then it must guide the faith, but 
also allow itself to be guided by the faith
ful. 

If the church is stuck on Hellenism, it 
must liberate the faithful, priests and laity, 
from ecclesiastical bondage. 

On the other hand, ifthe church simply 
declares it is an autocracy, and the faithful 
are its subjects, then it should distance it
self from our Hellenic heritage, become a 
monarchy and look for a kingdom some
where else. 
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THE WORLD IN THE THIRD MILLENNIUM 

I By JOHN A. XANTHOPOULOS, Ph.D. I 
Palm Beach Community College 

Visiting Research Scholar 1998-1999, Center ofInquiry 
Amherst, New York 

'The whole world is changing into change, 
as it once was in an earlier life. " 

Werner Schwab, in his posthumously 
published play Hochschwab. 

The Chief Executive Officer of Siemens 
Corporation Heinrich Von Pierer trium
phantly proclaimed: "The wind of compe
tition has become a storm, and the real hur
ricane still lies ahead of us." 

The words chosen by Pierer and other 
standard-bearers of the new globalism with 
the tremendous emphasis that it is placing 
on humanism would naturally make one 
think that it is the inexorable outcome of 
evolutionary scientific and technological 
progress. Global economic integration is a 
natural process, that it is consciously and 
unconsciously driven multiple-minded glo
bal policies. 

In every agreement and in every way, 
including most ifnot all pieces of national, 
regional and international legislation, it has 
always been the decisions of legislative 
bodies and governments which have re
moved the barriers to cross-border move
ment of capital and goods. From the lifting 
of European currency controls to a firm 
European currency (the Euro), to the con
tinual extension of the GATT agreement 
on world trade, and the World Trade Or
ganization, politicians, economists and ac
ademicians of the industrialized West have 
systematically brought about the change 
that has been evolving since time imme
morial. 

"The peasants belonged to the gentry, 
and the gentry belonged to the peasants, 
but now everything is separate, and you 
can't understand anything." The manser
vant Feers, in Chekhhov's The Cherry Or
chard. 

There is no question that everything is 
everywhere. The world is becoming one. 
And in 1969 from the human landing on 
the moon we saw a picture of one earth. 

Nearly three hours flight from Beijing, 
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but also three hours from Hong Kong and 
two from Lhasa in Tibet, lies Chegdu. At 
the most, the remote capital of Sichuan 
province in the middle of the Middle King
dom is known to lovers of spicy Chinese 
cooking; foreign travelers approach it only 
in the event of an unwelcome stopover. Yet 
Chengdu, with a population of already of 
3.5 million, is one of the fastest-growing 
mega-cities in the world. 

No doubt about it: if humanity had to 
vote today on a choice oflifestyle, it would 
know what to do. Human/planetary unifi
cation is a fact. More than 500 active satel
lites are sweeping the globe with the sig
nals of modernity and human ingenuity. 
Uniform cultural pictures on over a billion 

television sets nurture the same longings 
on the Amur, Yangtse, Amazon, Tigris, 
Ganges and Nile. Even in areas far from 
electricity, such as the Niger in West Afri
ca, satellite dishes and solar panels have 
uplifted millions of people from their vil
lage life into a planetary dimension. 

The defensive battle of the Chinese 
Communist regime against faxes, e-mail 
and TV broadcasts from the Capitalist 
world serves not only to keep it in power 
but also to keep at bay a different concept 
of society. Where television pictures from 
the world of universal commodities are still 
frowned upon, as in North Korea and most 
Islamic countries, photographs and detailed 
reoorts do the rounds instead. Even in Iran, 
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where American heavy metal is the most 
popular music among middle-class teenag
ers, the Ayatollahs no longer have their 
sovereign airspace under firm control. 

Never before have so many people heard 
and known so much about the rest of the 
world. For the first time in history, human
ity is united by a common image of reality. 
It is important for all of us to realize that 
human mobility is indicative of a general 
trend as the world itself jets at the speed of 
sound into a stirring new future. Not long 
after the tum of the millennium, a thick web 
of electronic networks, digital satellite tele
phones, high-capacity airports and tax-free 
industrial estates will most probably join 
together thirty or so metropolitan 
mega-cities, each with a population of 10 
to 30 million. These giant cities are scat
tered across the planet like random spots 
of light, yet their inhabitants feel closer to 
one another than to those living in the re
spective hinterlands which previously 
shaped their own history and culture. 

Globalization and universal humanistic 
attitudes and beliefs are advancing with a 
speed scarcely imaginable before now. 
Economist Edward Luttwak describes the 
new age as the unification of the oceans, 
lakes and seas of villages and provinces, 
regional and national economies, into a sin
gle global economic ocean, which exposes 
small areas to giant waves of economic 

competition as well as other philosophical/ 
ideological/cultural points of view, instead 
of yesterday's little ripples and calm tides. 

From NAFT A, the GATT, APEC, 
TRAFT A, FAST TRACK here comes now 
MAl: the MUL TILA TERAL AGREE
MENT ON INVESTMENT. Again, as the 
world becomes primarily one economic 
unit MAl is one more example of global
ism cementing itself first economically and 
secondarily culturally. MAl will regulate 
your local, state and national governments. 
The balance of power between global cor
porations and national governments will be 
altered forever. Until recently, sovereign 
governments decided the conditions by 
which foreign investors could buy-up do
mestic businesses, banks, TV stations and 
utilities. Not any more under the MAl plan. 
MAl forbids performance requirements for 
investors. Performance requirements may 
include hiring local workers, or the use of 
"domestic content" in production, or the 
purchase of local services, or the control 
of land sales based on conformance to lo
cal zoning laws. All this means that sooner 
rather then later the world will have to come 
to grips with the realization that nationstates 
are obsolete, and we need a Global Federal 
Governmental entity. 

The capacity to change is a must on glo
bal scale. The best way to gauge the ability 
of the planet to respond to the changes it 
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needs to make is to identify the areas in 
which change would help the human race. 
The most important of these are: 

1. A change in fiscal policies world 
wide. Nation-States have to conform to an 
international solvent global economic stan
dard, set up by the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. Both of these 
organizations under the leadership of the 
United Nations. 

2. Reform of medical services. Through 
the United Nations World Health Organi
zation, the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank, a concerted effort 
should be made to bring up to global stan
dards the national health care systems of 
underdeveloped and developing countries. 

3. Reform of education. Through the 
United Nations Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, critical thinking 
skills should be promoted, and the study 
of the United Nations Charter as well as 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
be permanently placed in all The nations 
core curriculums (age appropriate) from the 
elementary grades through the doctoral lev
els of the university. 

4. A reduction in crime. The moral/eth
ical case against crime is beyond dispute 
world wide. The planet will in probability 
continue to experience high crime levels. 
e.g. the global Interconnected mafia orga
nizations, for another two generations at the 
least. As global Crimes increases so is the 
negative burden on legitimate internation
al competitiveness. The world needs a glo
bal (911) police force with teeth. INTER
POL needs to be re-organized from the 
bottom up. 

As far as the future is concerned a quote 
from "Profiles from the Future" by Arthur 
C. Clarke is appropriate . "The one thing 
about the future that we can be certain of is 
that it will be utterly fantastic." 

From Freeman Dyson's Infinite in All 
Directions, we have this quote: "Boiled 
down to one sentence, my message is the 
unboundedness oflife and the unbounded
ness of human destiny." 

For the past five centuries, the wealth 
and technological power of the human race 
has been increasing continuously. The rea
sons are very simple, and the historian 
Thomas Macaulay put it this way. ( I am 
paraphrasing) Most people are driven by a 
desire to better themselves, and the second 
is that all technologies have a continuous 
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trend towards improvement. In short, when 
science is advancing, there is vast improve
ment and benefits for the human race. If 
science does not advance then what you 
have is massive human regression. 

The acceleration of science and technol
ogy into the next century will necessarily 
have vast repercussions on the wealth of 
nations and the global standard of living. 
As a consequence, some countries have 
drawn up lists of the key technologies 
which will serve as engines of wealth and 
prosperity into the next century. A typical 
list was compiled in 1990 by Japan's Min
istry of International Trade and Industry. 
That list included: 

1. Microelectronics 
2. Biotechnology 
3. The new material science industries 
4. Telecommunications 
5. Civilian aircraft manufacturing 
6. Machine tools and robots 
7. Computers, hardware and software 

Without exception, everyone of the 
technologies singled out to lead the 
twenty-first century are deeply rooted in 
the quantum, computer, and DNA revolu
tions. The point is that these three scientif
ic revolutions are not only the key to sci
entific breakthroughs in the next century; 
they are also dynamic engines of wealth 
and prosperity. 

As we boldly march into the 21 st cen
tury, humanity in general and national gov
ernments along with the United Nations in 
particular have to plan for what economists 
call "macro-economic stabilization" and 
"structural adjustment" programs that will 
have the potential to either stabilize or de
stabilize national currencies and effect in
dividual human beings. Since the 
mid-1980's the impact of structural adjust
ment, including the derogation of the so
cial rights of women and the detrimental 
environmental consequences of economic 
reform, are still going on. While the Unit
ed Nations Bretton Woods institutions have 
acknowledged "the social impact of adjust
ment", but to date no major shift in global! 
national policy has been detected. 

The new millennium requires a new 
political, economic and cultural dogma. 
Embodying a highly moral and ethical dis
course. Specifically, I am talking about a 
sustainable development for all through 
poverty alleviation while addressing issues 
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pertaining to poverty, the protection of the 
environment and the social rights ofwom
en, civil and human rights for all people. 
The realities of world poverty show us a 
different picture. The World Bank esti
mates that 18 per cent of the Third World 
is "extremely poor" and 33 per cent is 
"poor". 

The fact remains that all of us on this 
planet are moving rapidly towards a plan
etary civilization. But when we are con
fronted with dizzying economic, cultural, 
political, scientific and technological up
heavals on this scale, there are some voic
es that we are going too far, too fast, that 
unforeseen social consequences will be un
leashed by these scientific revolutions. 

There undoubtedly win be some aston
ishing surprises for all of us on this planet 
both negative and positive. According to 
Dr. Michio Kaku, Professor of Theoretical 
Physics at the City College of New York, 
there is a rough consensus emerging among 
those scientists who are engaged in research 
about how the future will evolve. What is 
emerging is the following: 

I. The Quantum Revolution which has 
unleashed a thundering tidal wave of sci
entific discovery. The quantum revolution 
has now given us an almost complete de
scription of matter, allowing us to describe 
the seemingly infinite multiplicity of mat
ter we see arrayed around us in terms of a 
handful of particles, in the same way that a 
richly decorated tapestry is woven from a 
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few colored strands. 
2. The Computer Revolution. In the past, 

computers were mathematical curiosities; 
they were supremely clumsy, messy con
traptions. The turning point came in 1948, 
when scientists at Bell Laboratories discov
ered the transistor, which made possible the 
modem computer. A decade after that, the 
laser was discovered, which is essential to 
the Internet and the information highway. 
Both are quantum mechanical devices. 

3. The Bio-molecular Revolution. James 
Watson and Francis Crick analyzed the 
pattern of X-rays scattered off a DNA mol
ecule, they were able to reconstruct the 
detailed atomic structure of DNA and iden
tify its double-helical nature. Since the 
quantum theory also gives us the precise 
bonding angles and bonding strength be
tween atoms, it enables us to determine the 
position of practically all the individual 
molecules in the genetic code of a com
plex virus like HIY. 

The long march to the third millennium 
is the long evolutionary process of fife it
self Human mythology bears this out along
side archeology and paleontology. Evolu
tion does not stop, human achievement and 
outreach continues and is reshaping con
stantly our very physical nature. In early 
1998, scientists developed the AM-I. The 
AM-l is to be the flagship of a new gener
ation of earth satellites called the Earth Ob
serving System, or EOS, which in tum is 
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the centerpiece of what until recently has 
been called Mission to Planet Earth: a 15 
year effort to subject the interlinked work
ings of the atmosphere, oceans and land 
surfaces to detailed scrutiny from space. 

The goal of the project, now called the 
earth Science enterprise, is to fill impor
tant gaps in knowledge that prevent scien
tists from achieving an adequate under
standing of the global environment. 

Even as we talk about space explora
tion, and earth centered evaluations. Hu
man Evolution goes on. Molecular biolo
gists and geneticists have trod gingerly 
around the most explosive topic of the new 
reproductive biology: purposely making 
genetic changes in people that would per
sist for generation after generation. 

The goal of science is why and when 
germline engineering should proceed. It is 
time for science in particular, and social 
science (understand and decipher) to con
front its growing powers to shape human 
biology. Germline genetic engineering re
ally touches the essence of who we are, 
what it meant to be human, said Dr. Gre
gory Stock, the director ofU.C.L.A. 's Cen
ter for the Study of Evolution and the Ori
gin of Life. He goes on to say that scien
tists are talking about eventual intervention 
in the flow of genetic information from one 
generation to the next. Scientists are talk
ing about the relationship of human beings 
to their genetic heritage. 

All the indicators that I have discussed 
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in the previews pages, all point to one sin
gle human evolutionary development. That 
is: Global citizenship through education 
and the development of critical thinking 
skills and thus the changing of human con
sciousness from the parochial to the glo
bal. 

When I discuss or talk about the rela
tionship of global citizenship to science, 
religion, culture and in general liberal edu
cation, I am drawing on Socrates' concept 
of "the examined life," on Aristotle's no
tions of reflective citizenship, and above 
all on Greek and Roman Stoic notions of 
an education that is progressive and liberal 
in that it liberates the mind from the bond
age of habit and custom, producing people 
who can function with sensitivity and alert
ness as citizens of planet Earth. This is what 
Seneca meant by the cultivation of human
ity. The idea of the well educated person 
as a "citizen of the world" has had a for
mative influence on Western thought about 
education, from Adam Smith, David Hume, 
Immanuel Kant, and Thomas Paine and 
other founding fathers in the American tra
dition. 

Cultivating humanity according to pro
fessor Martha C. Nussbaum, can be under
stood in two ways. The sterner, more exi
gent version is the ideal of a citizen whose 
primary loyalty is to human beings the 
world over, and whose national, local, and 
varied group loyalties are considered dis
tinctly secondary. Its more relaxed version 

according to professor Nussbaum, allows 
a variety of different views about what our 
priorities should be but says that, however 
we order our varied loyalties, we should 
still be sure that we recognize the worth of 
human life wherever it occurs and see our
selves as bound by common human abili
ties and problems to people who lie at a 
great distance from where we are. These 
two different versions existed at least since 
ancient Rome, when statesman and philos
opher Cicero softened the stem demands 
of Greek Stoicism for a Roman audience. 

What to do? Parochialism vs. Global
ism! We have no choice. We need to culti
vate the concept of humanity in today's 
world. First is the capacity of critical ex
amination of oneself and one's traditions, 
religion as well as socio-cultural, for liv
ing what, following Socrates, we may call 
"the examined life." This means a life that 
accepts no belief that it is not rooted in rea
son and modem day science, it does not 
believe in authoritarianism simply because 
it has been handed down by tradition or 
become familiar through habit, a life that 
questions all beliefs and accepts only those 
that survive reason's demand for consis
tency and justification. 

As I have stated over and over again, 
intelligent citizenship needs more then raw 
emotions. It needs also and very important
ly scientific understanding especially if 
human beings are to comprehend the fu
ture and act accordingly. Events only seem 
extraordinary at the time when they are 
predicted, never after they have happened. 
To put this another way, to people of any 
age, the present seems ordinary and the 
future seems fantastic. 

People are by nature inquisitive. Philo
sophical questions arise wherever people 
are. Students in particular are discovering 
that life is not an abstract, philosophy is 
also not abstract, remote discipline, but one 
that is woven, as Socrates' arguments were 
woven, into the fabric of their daily lives, 
their discussions of life and death, abor
tion, euthanasia and revenge, institutional 
justice and religion. Philosophy breaks out 
wherever people are encouraged to think 
for themselves, questioning in a Socratic 
way. For all people in general and students 
in particular, philosophy supplies some
thing that formerly was lacking an active 
control or grasp of questions, the ability to 
make distinctions, a style of interaction that 
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does not rest on mere assertion and 
counter-assertion all of which they find 
important to their lives with themselves and 
each other. 

Critical thinking skills are as important 
now as they were in the past if not more so. 
It is because one of the most extraordinary 
characteristics of life is that, as time goes 
forwards, it takes a progressively shorter 
time for one life form to evolve into anoth
er. Professor William Day, in his engross
ing book GENESIS ON PLANET EARTH, 
believes the time is overdue for the com
ing of a new human species that he calls 
OMEGA MAN. As Day puts it: 

"If a type of individual with particular 
mental faculties were to be more fit, then 
reproductive isolation and the subsequent 
breaking up of the single species into de
rived ones can and it will occur. This, I 
conjecture, is the evolutionary fate of man 
... He will splinter into types of humans with 
differing mental faculties that will lead to 
diversification and separate species. From 
among these types, a new species, Omega 
Man, will emerge either alone, in union 
with others, or with mechanical amplifica
tion to transcend to new dimensions of time 
and space beyond our comprehension as 
much beyond our imagination as our world 
was to primitive animals." 

What will OMEGA MAN be like? Is he/ 
she already among us? In a sense he/she is. 
He/she has already shown the extraordinary 
talent of solving complex problems mil
lions of times faster than we can. In short, 
he/she will be an intelligent robot. 

In 1950, Alan Turing suggested that by 
2000 it would be possible to teach a ma
chine: "To be kind, resourceful, beautiful, 
friendly, have initiative, have a sense of 
humor, tell right from wrong, make mis
takes, fall in love, enjoy strawberries and 
cream, make someone fall in love with it, 
learn from experience, use words proper
ly, be the subject of its own thought, have 
as much diversity of behavior as a man, do 
something really new." 

From the point of view of the late 1990's 
these dreams seem ambitious to the point 
of absurdity. But human dreams have the 
power of becoming reality. Homer wrote 
about flight, and behold the Wright broth
ers made that dream a reality. According 
to Marvin Minsky, the secret of what any
thing means to us depends on how we have 
connected it to all the other things we know. 
Well connected representations let you turn 
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ideas around in your mind, to envision 
things from many perspectives, until you 
find one that works for you. And that is 
what we mean by thinking. 

We have answered so many astonish
ing questions in the millennium now end
ing. Can we put a man on the moon? How 
do atoms work? These questions have been 
answered, but not all, and therefore the 
unanswerable rankles a bit, and we are ran
kled because science and technology has 
done a superb job, and we are spoiled. As 
Albert Einstein said: "the hardest thing to 
understand is why we can understand any
thing at all." 

At the dawn of the third millennium 
A.C.E. the questions to be asked in order 
to understand the near future and therefore 
try to develop comprehensible pathways so 
that future generations can navigate the 
exciting but nevertheless turbulent waters 
ought to be: What is the concept of time 
and space? What are Black Holes and 
Wormholes? Understanding the concept of 
Time Travel. What is the Theory of Every
thing? What are the Two Polar Opposites? 
What are Superstrings? What is the Tenth 
Dimension? What happened before the Big 
Bang? What is the Multiverse? What is the 
Fate of the Universe? 

Professor of Theoretical Physics at the 
City College of New York, Dr. Michio 
Kaku said that "when Isaac Newton walked 
on the beach, picking up seashells, he did 
not realize that the vast ocean of un disco v
ered truth that lay before him would con
tain such scientific wonders. He probably 
could not foresee the day when science 
would unravel the secret of life, the atom, 
and the mind. Today, that ocean has yield
ed many of its secrets. Now a new ocean 
has opened up. As we have seen, it is a 
wondrous ocean of scientific possibilities 
and applications. Perhaps in our lifetime, 
we will see many of these marvels of sci
ence unfold before us. For we are no long
er passive observers to the dance of nature; 
we are in the process of becoming active 
choreographers. With the basic laws ofthe 
quantum, DNA, and computers discovered, 
we are now embarking upon a much great
er journey, one that ultimately promises to 
take us to the stars." 

Ultimately the will to power lies within 
us. Plato told us to get out of the cave, and 
Mahatma Ghandi admonished us to be
come what we wish to see in the world. 
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Classic Photographs 
of Rural Greece 

The genres of photographs Western 
scholars have presented of the modern 
Greeks is not what the average viewer 
would first expect to see. The recent anti -
Greek publications by American - based 
anthropologists during the Macedonian 
Crisis is not the first time individuals from 
this academic discipline have offered rac
ist propaganda as scientific proof. Under
standing something of the photographs of
fered as 'documents' of actual Greek life 
can help us better understand how these ac
ademic stereotypes have developed and 
endured. 

The Street Type 

The Street Type genre is an essential 
category of photographic images to under
stand. At the tum of the century in anthro
pological and popular writing of the day 
the social hierarchies of the times were pro
jected back onto various classes. The Street 
Types genre of photography followed so
cial evolutionary ideas by depicting an ar
ray of characters in a village or city neigh
borhood as 'types' e.g. the farmer, the po
liceman, the blacksmith, the mayor, and so 
on. 

The insidious aspect to this essential te
leological argument was that these 'types' 
were offered as unchangeable social 
breeds. No individual could move up the 
social ladder or change their 'type'. Rather 
than seeing European or American society 
as inherently hierarchical this social evo
lutionary position designates these individ
uals as distinctive "types of human per
sonalities" who have attained their full so
cial and biological potentials. 

At the 1893 Columbia World Exposi
tion a life-size physical rendering of ' Street 
Types' was designed by anthropologists. 
The Constantinople Street Scene was a 
fourteen figure diorama. The "Greek" fig
ure was a street vendor. The Greeks then 
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in Chicago were recognized street vendors. 
The American viewer's stereotype of the 
newly arrived Greek immigrants was only 
reinforced by this supposedly objective and 
apolitical diorama. 

These Street Type images just didn't 
"disappear" into academic journals to die 
the death of an old disreputable paradigm. 
In 1911, Felix Von Luschan's very influ
ential article, 'The Early Inhabitants of 

Western Asia, first appeared. Re-printed 
time and again, Von Luschan's article even 
found its way into the 1931 long-time stan
dard textbook Source Book in Anthropolo
gy edited by A.L. Kroeber and T. T. Wa
terman (New York: Hatcourt, Brace and 
Co, 1931). Von Luschan's description of 
the scene at the Galata Bridge over the 
Golden Horn is virtually the same scene 
depicted in the World's Fair diorama. This 
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image of the "crowds pressing and push
ing between Galata and Stamboul" was so 
persistent an image that stereo-cards are 
still found in antique stores such as "The 
Famous Galata Bridge and the Golden 
Horn Constantinople Turkey. " 

Classical Studies 

The group of Victorian trained Edwar
dian scholars who generally referred to 
themselves as Classical Anthropologists, 
were loosely associated with the British 
School of Archaeology at Athens. It is from 
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this group of researchers, mostly British 
subjects along with a few Americans, that 
we have our first photographic images of 
life in the rural Greek countryside. 

Clearly these researchers were respond
ing to the photography of Classical monu
ments. These images of the Parthenon, the 
Theatre ofDionysos in Athens and all the 
others rarely showed contemporary Greeks. 
Symbolically it was an empty ancient land
scape that the Northern European or Amer
ican viewer could occupy in their imagi
nation without regard to the realities of ev
eryday life. 

Many of these very early photographs 
ended up not in scientific journals but on 
stereo-cards as Victorian parlor entertain
ments. While Classical monuments, once 
again, predominate the landscape local 
Greeks are occasional shown. Yet, these 
unidentified characters appear to give the 
image perspective rather than as purpose
ful individuals involved in meaningful ac
tivities. And there were numerous local 
photographic problems. 

Rural Countryside 
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George F. Abbott, writing about his ex
periences in 1900 collecting folklore in Ot
toman held Greek Macedonia provides us 
not only with the hazards of fieldwork but 
also some sense of the local responses to 
cameras. "Such a student (of folklore) , 
however, must be one not unwilling to face 
hardship and danger. He must also be pre
pared to look upon brigands the light of 
auxiliaries chiefly in to the excitement of 
rough travel, and upon Turkish Govern
ment officials as interesting psychological 
phenomena. These qualifications, a Colt 

SEPTEMBER, 1998 

revolver, a Turkish fez, a small medicine 
chest, a moderate stock of humor, and a 
plentiful stock of insect-killing powder are 
among the absolutely indispensable items 
of the complete Macedonian traveller's 
outfit. A kodak mayor may not prove use
ful; but in either case it will have to be 
smuggled into the country or imported on 
the clear understanding that it is not an in
fernal machine - a point on which the au
thorities are slow to be convinced, unless 
reinforced by bakshish (e.g. bribes). " 

Regardless of these bygone difficulties 

we can document the lighting quick intro
duction of Custom House argument is ef
fortlessly ethnographic photography into 
the study of modem Greek society and cul
ture. 

The transition was between 1905 and 
1906. In 1904 -1905 the printing capabili
ties available to the British School of Ar
chaeology in Athens were still not equal to 
the new technology of photography. Here 
we see Richard M. Dawkins' 1904 -1905 
article describing camaval on Skyros il
lustrated by a line - drawing rendered from 
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the original photograph of a local masquer- in the Cambridge Review from 1890 onward 
ader. Richard M. Dawkins' 1906 article report Frazer's attribution of Classical pa
The Modern Carnaval in Thrace and the gan meanings onto the customs and beliefs 
Cult of Dionysus' is the first publication ofthe contemporary Greek and Italian coun
where the photographs of the local mas- trysides (which he, in fact, had visited) was 
querade troupe are reproduced. a position few of the new generation of schol-

The full impact of this article's images ars would any longer accept. 
on the Euro·american researchers writing Initially all this photography was found 
about modem Greek culture has yet to be only in articles. It is not until 1914 that we 
assessed. Without question the extensive see photographs used to augment an ethnog
use of photographs evident in Alan J. B. raphy the "Classic Nomads of the Balkans " 
Wace's 1909-1910 Annual of the British (c.f. London: Methuen, 1972). Researched 
School of Archaeology in Athens article and jointly written by Alan J. B. Wace and 
'North Greek Festivals and the Worship of Maurice S. Thompson this ethnography deals 
Dionysos' as well as the follow up article with the Vlach populations of the Pindus 
in the Annual's next season 1912-1913 region. Clearly, the use of the Vlach mas
'Mumming Plays in the Southern Balkans' querader at Verra as the frontis piece hark
were clearly prompted by Dawkins' amaz- ens back to the earlier and much lauded mas
ing photographs. The articles and especially que articles. 
the photographs from these articles stimu
lated research by a whole group of schol
ars. To mention only one prominent -fig
ure, Sir James Frazer drew on these Greek 
masquerade articles by Dawkins and Wace 
for passages in the Golden Bough. 

These citations by Frazer are especially 
ironic since it can well be argued that the 
stream of articles written in the late 1890s 
and early 1900s by the Classical Anthro
pologists were all in one way or another 
inspired as a rejoinder against Frazer's ar
ticles in the first two issues of Folk-Lore 
(London) published in 1890. As the re
views, commentaries, letters, and articles 

A Future American 

"Greek Immigration to the United States" 
by Henry Pratt Fairchild- child is the first 
expressly anthropological study of its kind 
in modem times (New Haven: Yale Univer
sity Press, 1911). Based on Fairchild's con
siderable work among Greeks, first as a mis
sionary in Asia Minor and then through a 
Carnegie Institute sponsored survey in the 
Peloponnesus, this account is highly nega
tive of Greek immigrants. Curiously, as ob
viously racist as this study may be, no sub
sequent researcher has ever matched its 
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wide-ranging scope. 
This is especially perplexing given the 

fact more University-based scholars in the 
United States are studying Modem Greece 
than at any other point in history. That a 
considerable number of these individuals 
are also Greek or of Greek descent who 
travel to Greece, often every year, only adds 
to the striking nature of this mission. Only 
the noted historian Theodore Saloutos has 
ever systematically addressed Fairchild's 
assessments of Greeks and Greek culture. 
Fairchild's volume contains numerous but 
mostly static photographs. In point offact 
Fairchild's is the only academic volume 
ever published that juxtaposes photograph
ic images in Greece with those of the Greek 
immigrants in America. 

Changing Theoretical Views 

The transformation that the Classical 
Anthropologists wrought was the subtle but 
significant movement away from "stock 
characters" who were all Euro-american 
fabrications of the "Greeks." The objective 
eye of the camera, and not the armchair 
scholar ' s musings about the Classical 
Greeks, was used in the field to document 
rural Greek life and customs as observed 
and maintained by local people. The Clas
sical anthropologists conducted fieldwork 
in Greece, the Balkans, and Ottoman-lands 
at a time where both the theoretical land
scape and the political territories were 
changing, daily. 

Yet as is all too clear from our perspec
tive in history it soon became apparent that 
the photographs these Euro-American ac
ademics compiled became the dominant vi
sual icons of modem Greek society. While 
these Victorian and Edwardian Era photo
graphs may now appear largely static and 
contrived to our collective contemporary 
perspective they were once images so stun
ning they literally changed - as they 
helped form - the modem photographic 
genres of things and persons Greek. 
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DEFENDING MEDEA 

A disturbing thing happened to me, 
concerning Medea, the tragic heroine of the 
Euripides play. 

I was given a three week's assignment 
to teach the Greek Tragedy of Medea at 
our High School's honors class. Great, I 
thought, I had read the play at least two or 
three times and knew the story ... no prob
lem. 

"Y ou know it's the honors class ... 
they're geniuses," Mr. Coyle, the depart
ment chairman warned me. 

"They're very bright!" He kept on in
sinuating, making sure that I knew what I 
was facing . 

"They'll put you through the coals." 
"I know Medea," I said. "Personally." I 

was making jest but he didn't smile. 
It was true. The seventeen seniors in the 

class were not only bright but intellectual 
barracudas. Most of them were destined to 
go to Princeton, Harvard, or other top lev
el universities. 

The first day, they read the play in thir
ty minutes flat. You have to realize that it's 
written in very difficult English 
language.They thought they knew the sto
ryof Medea. 

"We're done," Mark said. "Where is the 
test?" 

"Medea will last you three weeks and 
she'll become your friend," I replied. 

Their faces fell. "A whole week? Are 
you crazy? On this boring play?" John mut
tered loudly enough for me to hear. 

His gray eyes squinted behind his gold 
rimmed glasses. He scrutinized me, as ifI 
were an unfamiliar object. He raised his 
eyebrows ever so slightly, in disdain. He 
was certain he knew all the answers. 

"When you finish the play, part of 
Medea will be stencilled in your hearts," I 

Viola Ellenis has published articles in 
national magazines and recently complet
ed a book on Voya (non-fiction memoir) 
which is under consideration with publish
ers. She is currently working on two books, 
one on Education, the second fiction. 
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said. 
1 heard a lot of snickering, but 1 ignored 

it. 
During the following days, we chopped 

the play up, analyzed the dialogue, criti
cized the motives of the characters and 
went into the brains of both Medea and 
Jason. 

At first, the students had very definite 
ideas of who they thought the victim was. 
But as we progressed we became obsessed 
with the story and the person of Medea. 
The story at first glance seems quite sim
ple: 

Medea, who is a barbarian princess 
from Colchis, falls passionately in love 
with the Greek hero Jason the Argonaut. 
She leaves her land, after she betrays her 
father the king, and her people. She kills 
her brother during her flight. She and Ja
son get married and have two children. 
They make their home in Corinth, a great 
civilized city in Greece. Jason becomes 
very prominent. The Corinthian King Cre
on offers his beautiful, young daughter for 
Jason to marry. Thus enabling Jason to be 
the successor to the throne. 

Jason, whether out oflust for power or 
lust for the young Princess, marries the 
Princess secretly. He agrees with the King 
and the Princess to exile Medea and his 
children from Corinth. 

Medea, unable to cope by the betrayal 
of Jason's love, in ajealous rage kills her 
two children to make Jason suffer. 

But, as we started to analyze the dia
logue, a lot of disturbing and perplexing 
questions started to appear. 

How did Medea feel about Jason's be
trayal of her love? Was she right in her 
heart in committing the murder of her two 
children? Although she had made every 
effort to be accepted in the Corinthian civ
ilized society, she was always looked upon 
as a abhorred barbarian. 

His love for her and the children in her 
eyes became questionable. How easy it was 
for Jason to exile her and his children? At 
that time in history when Jason had chil
dren with his new wife, Medea's children 

would have definitely been eliminated. As 
first born, they had rights of succession to 
the throne. They'd be in dire danger, espe
cially now that they were to be in exile. 
Did Medea realize this, that she and her 
children were doomed? And how about her 
wounded pride? 
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Ellen M. Gudat of Beechurst, New York was wed to Thomas A. Tsounis 

Ellen M. Gudat of Beechurst, New York 
was wed to Angelo Tsounis of Mattituck 
and Bayside, New York at St. Nicholas 
Church in Flushing. Rev Lardas performed 
the moving Greek Orthodox marriage rit
ual. 

The bride wore an elegant satin, a-line 
gown with chapel length dress. The spon
sor and best man was Nicholas S. Tsounis. 
Lynne Gudat was the maid of honor. The 
bridesmaids were Despina Siolas and Jamie 
Gudat. The Groomsmen included: Paul P. 
Gudat and Christopher Tsounis. John L. 
Gudat and Michael P. Gudat were the jun
ior ushers. The bride was given away by 
her brother, Captain John F. Gudat. A re
ception was held at the Goerge Washing
ton Manor in Roslyn . The Rev. Timothy 
Hirten performed a blessing in Latin and 
English at the reception hall. Rev. Hirten 
recognized the marriage as Catholic 
through the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Brooklyn. 

DEFENDING MEDEA ... 

And how about Jason? At that time it 
was acceptable to marry two wives. Did 
he lust more for the young princess? Or 
the throne? 

Now that the throne dangled before his 
eyes, should he give it up and stay with 
Medea, who everyone in the kingdom 
viewed as a crude and uncivilized heathen, 
regardless of how hard she had tried to as
similate? 

We analyzed the lines and kept chang
ing our views of who the victim was . We 
became very obsessive about it. The stu
dents pondered. Now they found the play 
fascinating. The more they read Medea, the 
more they became obsessed with her char
acter. 

John and Henry, both early admissions 
to Princeton, went as far as to call one of 
the classical studies professors there, to see 
if they could decipher it more. They went 
and got two copies of the play from the 
Princeton Library that the professor had 
suggested. They brought them to the class 
and we went over them, but the more we 
dwelled on Medea the more fascinating and 
elusive she became. 

42 

The bride received her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Computer Sciences from Hunter 
College. She is a project leader/senior di
rector at Nylcare Health Plans. She is a 
member of the New York Urban Profes
sional volley ball team that won first place 
in the Spring 1996 professional volleyball 

"You know, it's weird, Mrs. E., even 
when I'm out on a date I keep on thinking 
of Medea," Jen said confidentially. "I don't 
know what ' s happening to me. I ' m 
ashamed. How can I think that a mother 
can kill her two kids and still find her the 
victim?" 

We were all puzzled. Rivetted by what 
we started to call the Medea syndrome, I 
felt the same about it. Medea was with me 
constantly. In the car, A & P, hairdresser 
and the party of the year. Everywhere I 
went, Medea was with me. She became my 
shadow. 

John, the genius, came to me one day 
after class. 

"You know, I want to apologize," he 
said sheepishly. a lot, but never was so 
taken over like ... by this play. I still can't 
figure her out? I feel for Jason, but I sor
row over Medea the murderess. I tell you, 
this play screwed my thinking up." 

I felt the same way about it. My new 
experience on Medea was overwhelming; 
for I had never dwelled on it in depth be
fore . In dissecting the play, Medea became 

League. The bride parents are the late John 
F. Gudas a refired postal employee and Eli
more Gudat, a retired Macys employee. 

The groom received his Associate of 
Arts degree trom Queensborough Commu
nity College and a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Queens College. He is employed by 
the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MT A). 
He is the former president of the Queen
borough Community College Alumni As
sociation. Mr. Tsounis is an executive 
board member of the Amalgamated Trans
portation Union Local 1056. He is a Dem
ocratic Committee person in Southold, 
Long Island. The groom's parents are 
George Tsounis, decorated W.W. II hero 
and retired businessman and Cleo P. Tsou
nis, a community activist. Mr. and Mrs. 
Tsounis are one of the original founders of 
the Transfiguration Greek Orthodox 
Church in Mattituck, Long Island. 

The couple had a honeymoon in Hawaii. 
They will reside in Beechurst New York. 

a human person to me and the class, with 
shards of violence, extreme love and sor
row. She touched us all in different ways. 
We almost forgave the murders. And mur
der, whatever the reason, is unforgivable. 
We felt ashamed for it. 

Most of all, the students were really 
caught in it. They became very close in 
class. Who could they discuss it with? No 
one else had read it. They couldn ' t discuss 
it with friends of parents, for most people, 
Medea is not a preferred choice of reading 
material. They had endless discussions. 
They fought and argued. "How could she 
kill her children?" Clara questioned. "She 
must have been crazy ... no man is worth 
it!" 

"Go into her craziness," I said, "and see 
how she thinks before she kills them." 
Questions plagued us like canker sores. 

They thanked me at the end of the three 
weeks . Now they seemed more serious, not 
as smartass as before. 

"Well, how did you like Medea?" I said. 
"I tell you, Mrs . E. She'll never leave 

our sides," was their reply. " We have her 
inside us, good and bad. She's there ." 
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The Hellenic Parliament 
and Foreign Policy 

AN INSTITUTIONAL APPROACH 
I By HARIS KARAMBARBOUNIS I 

First Minister Plenipontetiary, Diplomatic Adviser to the Hellenic Parliament 

The role of parliaments in the formulation of foreign policy is 
a complex issue. It falls within the field of research of experts in 
constitutional law and international affairs, who study the rele
vant provisions of the Constitution and, above all, the limits with
in which the competent organs of state can make binding com
mitments on behalf of the country. 

1. The role of parliaments 

It is also among the concerns of political scientists, who exam
ine the true role of parliaments within the political system. Lastly, 
it is a matter of direct interest to parliamentarians themselves, 
involved as they are in matters of international policy on an al
most daily basis. 

The truth of the matter is that foreign policy systems differ 
from country to country as a result of the differences in their po
litical systems and of their historical and geographical particular
ities. 

Most representative forms of government allocate the respon
sibility for foreign policy jointly to the head of state and the gov
ernment, but assign the primary role in drawing up foreign policy 
to the executive power. This is largely the result of history, since 
the governments of today have inherited from monarchs of the 
past their traditional monopoly in the field of foreign affairs. It 
can also be explained, however, by the nature of diplomacy itself, 
which often requires "speed of action, secrecy and effective
ness"- qualities which government action is best suited to pro
vide. 

Reasonably enough, such systems reserve for parliaments only 
a limited role in the formulation of foreign policy. This phenom
enon is usually seen as reflecting the crisis in parliamentarianism 
and, more broadly, the downgrading of parliament as a central 
institutional factor in political life. Some writers go so far as to 
call into question the effectiveness of parliamentary intervention 
in foreign affairs as a result of the radical changes taking place in 
the international scene: the globalization of interstate relations, 
the emergence of international and regional trans-national orga
nisations with sui generis procedures which are binding on states, 
and the enhancement of the position of citizens in the order of 
international jurisdiction. 

However, an opposite view of the true role of parliaments has 
now begun to emerge. This is the outcome ofa number of factors 

SEPTEMBER, 1998 

The Greek Parliament building. Engraving 

of an internal and external nature. The result of the operation of 
these two factors is the pressing and topical call for a reduction in 
what is called the democratic deficit, which has two facets - a 
national one and a European one - and is the subject most fre
quently discussed at European conferences. We shall be provid
ing below a brief description of the institutional framework for 
the involvement of the Hellenic Parliament in foreign relations 
and, more specifically, we shall be outlining the agencies and bod
ies under its control and the procedures and practices which it 
applies in fulfilling its mission. 

2. Agencies and bodies 

On the individual level, the primary position is occupied by 
the Speaker of Parliament, who by reason of his capacity and in 
accordance with the Regulations represents the House in all its 
international obligations. The Speaker's alternates are the Depu
ty Speakers, who are entitled to undertake specific assignments, 
as in the case of the Deputy Speaker who chairs the European 
Affairs Committee. The position of Chairman of the Foreign Af
fairs and Defence Committee is also an important one because of 
the significance of the field in which that Committee is active. 

Also of importance is the Standing Special Committee on Eu
ropean Affairs, which deals with matters of the European Union 
and which we shall be discussing further below. A third case is 
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that of the Committee for Greeks Abroad, which works to main
tain and promote the bonds between the Greek people, with their 
national representative body, and the Greek communities around 
world. Lastly, mention should be made in the context of the oper
ation, within Parliament, of the Permanent Secretariat to the Eu
ropean Inter-parliamentary Assembly on Orthodoxy, which was 
set up in 1993 and has as its task to accentuate the role of Ortho
doxy within international organisations and to defend religious 
rights. 

Apart from these Committees, international affairs are also the 
object of the work of the various parliamentary delegations ac
credited to the international parliamentary assemblies . These are 
the Greek delegations to the North Atlantic Assembly (since 1955) 
to the Parliamentary Assemblies of the Council of Europe (since 
1949), to the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Eu
rope (since 1975), to the Western European Union (since 1995), 
to Black Sea Economic Co-operation (since 1995), to the Ortho
dox Assembly referred to above (since 1994) and to the interna
tional parliamentary forum par excellence entitled the Interparlia
mentary Union (since 1899). 

In this respect, mention should be made of what are usually 
called the Friendship Groups (though their correct title is 'Bilat
eral Sections ' ) provided for by the Charter of the Inter-parlia
mentary Union, whose task is to promote the bilateral relations of 
the Hellenic Parliament with those of other countries. There is 
also a Joint Co-ordinating Committee between Greece and Cy
prus, which works to promote the Cyprus issue in the internation
al forums. The work of all these Committees is supported by the 
appropriate parliamentary departments . These come under the 
General Directorate ofInternational Relations, founded by a mod
ification to the Regulations of Parliament in 1997 and consisting 
of the Directorates of European Affairs, International Relations, 
and Public Relations and Communications. Since 1995, Parliament 
has been endowed with the office of a Diplomatic Adviser, which 
was established by statute in 1997 and constitutes an upgrading 
of the post of Adviser on International Affairs, introduced in 1980. 
The Adviser, a senior diplomat, serves as consultant to the Speaker 
of Parliament and to the members and services of the House, act
ing also as a liason with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

3. Procedures and practices 

Parliament has a number of procedures and practices which 
emphasise its presence in the field offoreign policy and, in some 
cases, its joint participation in the formulation of that policy. These 
fall into two categories. The first is governed by Articles 27 and 
28 of the Constitution, which deal exclusively with foreign af
fairs and require the ' formal' co-responsibility of Parliament in 
decisions such as changing the frontiers of Greece, allowing for
eign military forces to pass through or be present in Greek territo
ry, ratifying international treaties, imposing restrictions on the 
exercise of national sovereignty and assigning state responsibilities 
to the organs of international organisations. Here, Parliament's 
intervention is confined to the approval or otherwise of the rele
vant bill: it may not modify the text. 

What it is called parliamentary control also comes under this 
first category of procedures and practices. Parliamentary control 

44 

is chiefly provided by Parliamentary Regulations, but is also en
shrined in the Constitution. It consists of all the classic means at 
the disposal of parliamentarians: applications for the presentation 
of documents, parliamentary questions of various types, motions 
to set up parliamentary committees of inquiry, and motions of no 
confidence. However, this process is subject to certain constraints 
in the particular field offoreign policy, thus emphasizing the spe
cial nature of that sector. The Minister for Foreign Affairs, for 
example, is not bound by the obligation to present documents in 
Parliament when he judges that the documents in question con
cern "confidential diplomatic or military matters or state security. 
In addition, any decision to set up a committee of inquiry, as pro
vided for by Article 68 of the Constitution, requires a special rein
forced majority when it concerns questions touching on foreign 
policy and national defence. 

The second category consists of procedures which have usual
ly emerged from political practice and are not of a formal nature. 

Debates on the declarations of intent of new governments and 
on motions of censure, 'pre-agenda' debates at party leader level, 
meetings of the leaders of the Parliamentary parties chaired by 
the President of the Hellenic Republic on foreign affairs issues, 
and briefings of the party political leaders on such issues by the 
Government are among examples of these procedures. 

4. The European dimension 

Special attention should be paid to procedures connected with 
the European Union. The most recent Regulations, of 1997, es
tablish a series of innovations, which make more positive the ac
tive participation of Parliament in European developments . These 
provisions were foreshadowed by the obligation imposed on the 
Government by Law 94511976 to submit an annual report on the 
action it had taken with reference to what was then the European 
Community. 

On the more specific level of procedures, the Regulations cur
rently in force (Article 41 B) impose a series of arrangements on 
both the executive and the legislative powers, which can be 
summed up as follows: 

a) The Government is obliged to submit to the Speaker of Par
liament all EU texts which are of direct interest to Greece (draft 
treaties, common positions and action plans involving foreign 
relations, Regulations and Directives, Whit Books), to brief him 
on the positions taken by the EU's organs, and to identify the 
impact of Community action on Greece. 

b) The Speaker of Parliament communicates all these docu
ments to the appropriate Parliamentary Committees, which may 
organise debates, and hearings in connection with them, as well 
as visit to parliaments of other countries. 

c) The Government is obliged to supply all necessary informa
tion about the progress of the EL (though reserving the right not 
to announce confidential diplomatic and military matters) and the 
competent Minister is obliged to appear, where invited to do so, 
before the appropriate Parliamentary Committee to brief it on the 
discussion and decisions of the EU Council of Ministers. 

On the institutional level , the work of Parliament in this re
spect revolves around the Special Standing Committee on Euro
pean Affairs, which was upgraded by the new Regulations of 1997. 
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Its predecessor was the Committee for Community Affairs, found
ed in 1990 as a foreign relations committee of Parliament and 
renamed the Committee for European Community Affairs in 1993. 
The Committee must be chaired by one of the Deputy Speakers 
and consists of31 members - 12 of whom are MEPs, an innova
tior absent, as a rule, in most European parliaments. It monitors 
matters relating to the European Union and the action taken by 
Greek departments expressing its views in consultative reports 
submitted to Parliament and the Government. In order to fulfill 
its mission, it studies the various Community documents forwarded 
to it by the Government, invites the appropriate Ministers to take 
part in its meetings, and co-operates with the corresponding Stand
ing Committees of Parliament which work on matters also falling 
within its purview. 

To date, the Committee's activities have included (apart from 
its regular sessions) hearing of Government officials and Europe
an personalities, the study and submission of reports on special 
issues, and the organisation of symposiums on these issues. The 
Committee serves as Parliament's representative to the Confer
ence of European Affairs Committees ofthe National Parliaments 
(COSAC). 

5. Parliamentary diplomacy 

The work of the various Committees, delegations, organs, agen
cies and departments responsible for Parliament's foreign rela
tions includes the cementing of relations among parliaments and 
international parliamentary co-operation. They also contribute to 
promoting Greek positions on issues of national importance and 
to furthering Greek foreign policy more generally. In brief, they 
participate actively in what is called parliamentary diplomacy. 

This international presence makes itself felt in a variety of in
stances, including: 

(a) The representation of Parliament by its Speaker (or in some 
cases by the Deputy Speakers) at numerous international forums 
and meetings held by international organisations, on the Euro
pean Union level, or within the framework of regional organisa
tions. 

(b) The participation of Parliamentary delegations on a regu
lar basis in the proceedings of the Parliamentary Assemblies of 
international organisations (Council of Europe, NATO, the WEU, 
the OSCE, Black Sea Co-operation, etc.). 

(c) The frequent meetings between the Speaker of Parliament 
(and other parliamentarians) and eminent foreign personalities; 
visitors from other Parliaments, representatives of other govern
ments, and representatives of Greek communities abroad. 

(d) The international meetings organised by Parliament either 
within the framework of its obligations as a member of the par
liamentary assemblies of international organisations or on initia
tives originating within the House itself. In recent years, the Hel
lenic Parliament has become much more active in the field of its 
foreign relations. Over and above the institutional reforms it has 
introduced, Parliament has vastly increased the number of visits 
it exchanges with other parliaments, has more systematically 
monitored the meetings of the parliamentary assemblies and has 
taken an active part in the gatherings of European organs such as 
the meetings of the Speakers of the National Parliaments and of 
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their European Affairs Committees. Within this framework, 1997 
saw the organisation - for the first time - of three major con
ferences at the level of Speakers of Parliament among countries 
of the Mediterranean, the Black Sea and South-Eastern Europe, 
which have proved to be the starting-point for similar initiatives 
on the part of other parliaments. 

6. Evaluation 

This brief report has attempted to outline the basic institution
al framework for the international relations of the Hellenic Par
liament. Despite its brevity, some useful conclusions can be drawn: 

(a) The Hellenic Parliament has been in close touch with the 
dynamics engendered by parliamentarism in Greece and the rest 
of the world. Over the last decade, it has set up several new of 
structures and introduced specific provisions, which now give it a 
wide range of instruments with which to meet its international 
obligations and promote itself on the world stage. In parallel, it 
has become notably active in the international context, both on 
the bilateral level and within the multilateral framework, allow
ing the parliamentarians of Greece to enhance their presence in 
international forums and support the Greek positions on interna
tional and national issues with greater ease. 

(b) Current thinking about the true role of parliaments is con
ditioned by two central hypotheses. On the one hand there is the 
constant downgrading of parliaments in the political system and, 
consequently, in the system by which foreign policy is formulat
ed for the reasons noted in paragraph I. On the other hand there is 
a need for the parliamentary parameter to be taken into account -
for internal and external reasons - when foreign policy is being 
drawn up. 

Although the choice of one or the other of these assumptions 
is, at the end of the day, a matter of political judgment, we believe 
that their assessment ought to be the subject, inter alia, of an em
pirical evaluation. Analysis of the true role of parliaments in mat
ters of foreign affairs and, in particular, of the degree to which 
they influence the process of formulating positions and opinions 
on foreign policy has, in fact, been thin on the ground. Ifwe were 
to conduct an assessment of the discussions and speeches in Par
liament which actually had an impact on a specific political op
tion or which contributed to the formulation of an overall politi
cal climate, then we would be able to evaluate the true role of 
Parliament in the crucial field of this country's foreign affairs. 

Editors Note: Mr. Karabarbounis has served as Counsel Gen
eral of Greece in New York. This article was published in 'The
sis" magazine. ajournal of Foreign Policy issues. 
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Greek-Americans in Review 

ALEXANDER PHILON 
NEW AMBASSADOR 

The new ambassador of Greece to the 
United States, Alexander Philon, arrived 
last month in Washington to assume his 
new post. Philon was serving as secretary 
general ofthe Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Born in Athens in 1939, Philon received 
a degree in international relations from the 
Institute of Political Studies in Paris in 
1961, and a law degree from the Univer
stiy of Paris in 1964. 

He began his career in 1965, and since 
then has assumed several positions at the 
various levels of govermnet. He has been 
decorated with the Grand Cross of Phoe
nix and other high decorations from Bul
garia, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, 
Romania and Spain. 

Fluent in English and Freench, he is 
married to Helen Potamianou-Philon. 

N. GALIOTZAKIS' AT BOSTON 

Nondas Galiotzakis of Lynn, MA held 
the first exhibit of his art this summer at 
the Maliotis Cultural Center in Brookline. 
Nondas, the newest arrival to Boston's art 
scene, is a native of Las it hi, Crete, the birth 
place of Domenikos Theotokopoulos (El 
Greco). He immigrated to the America in 
1989 at the age of 24. His interest in art 
first surfaced during his teenage years. With 

SEPTEMBER, 1998 

dynamic persistence and assertive person
ality, Nondas embraces the art world with 
a great diversity of interests, one of which 
is writing poetry. His love of self expres
sion is ultimately experienced as his paint 
brush strokes the canvas. His creations 
become an outlet for his creative flow, and, 
most significantly, an example of his self 
determination to excel in something that 
he loves. 

Nondas' work, as described by a local 
art historian, embodies ambition and en
thusiasm that leads to creative freedom, self 
exploration and diverse subject matter. In 
many of his works there is a reoccurring 
juxtaposition of contrasting emotions and 
conditions such as sadness and felicity, 
separation and unity, apathy and 
pathos .. .... .In some of his words, the sym-
bolic character of duality is explored 
through images of despair and hope by the 
use of bold color contrasts which are exe
cuted with some ambiguities of space. 
Although some images are done in the ab
stract there is a degree of symmetry and 
balance. this is also depicted in his series 
of flowers, particularly the roses. With a 
touch of the orient, they are vibrant and 
refreshing to the eye. 

Nondas has studied at the Art School of 
the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. He is 
associated with the Greek Consulate of 
Boston. He and his wife, Valerie, are the 
parents ofFotini and Antonis. 

ERNIE ANASTOS BUYS 
RADIO ST A TlON 

Ernie Anastos, the Emmy-award win
ning television news anchor, has purchased 
WJKE-FM radio station in Saratoga 
Springs, NY. He will continue to anchor 
the 10 o'clock news on WWOR-TVinNew 
York City. In his new undertaking, Mr. 
Anastos hopes to expand WJKE's role and 
impact "in a very dynamic part of New 
York State." Saratoga is a mecca for the 
arts, with a rich history and cultural back
ground including the Saratoga Performing 
Arts Center, summer home of the Phila
delphia Symphony Orchestra, and the new 
York City Ballet. 

By Sophia Nibi 

As a successful and popular broadcast
er for W ABC-TV and WCBS-TV and with 
strong family values, Ernie Anastos brings 
a distinctive style and commitment to 
WJKE-FM. He plans to continue the tra
dition ofthe station and add some new ideas 

and excitement, focusing on people, "keep
ing them in touch with their neighborhoods, 
their schools, family and the issues that 
affect their lives." 

Ernie Anastos is the recipient ofnumer
ous Emmy A wards, reporting on major 
news events from the White House to the 
Vatican. He is a distinguished author of a 
book on the history of youth in America. 
He has also written on social issues for 
Family Circle Magazine. This year he was 
a recipient of the Ellis island medal ofHon
or for his exceptional humanitarian efforts 
and outstanding contributions to his coun
try. 

J. COSTOPOULOS WEEKS IN 
CHARGE OF HELLENIC MUSEUM 

Jean Costopoulos Weeks of Chicago, IL 
is the new director of the windy city's Hel
lenic Museum. she is described as "a dy
namic leader who possesses all the qualifi
cations necessary to move the museum into 
what promises to be a future of expansion 
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Jean Costopouios Weeks 
and increased visibility." Jean, who was 
born in Chicago, earned her bachelor of arts 
degree from DePaul University. She has 
more than 18 years of related experience 
in the convention, trade show and hospi
tality industry. She has served as a man
ager of conventions and trade shows. with 
the association management company of 
Smith, Bucklin and Associates; as a con
sultant with KPMB Peat Marwick; and as 
a real estate broker. She is a steward of the 
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church of 
Chicago. 

LOUIS G. APOSTOL RECEIVES 
PUBLIC SERVICE A WARD 

Louis G. Apostol of Chicago, IL, was 
presented the public service award by the 
Northwest Suburban Bar Association for 
outstanding service to the community. Mr. 
Apostol who is associated with the law firm 
of Athas, Apostol, Kowal and Bridge, Chtd. 
of Chicago and Springfield, IL, is Cook 
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County's public administrator. Mr. Apos
tol was first appointed to office by Gover
nor Jim Edgar and received unanimous Il
linois Senate confirmation in 1991. Since 
then, he has been reappointed to addition
al four year terms. During his tenure in 
office he has significantly improved many 
operations of the public administrator's 
office and works with the president of Cook 
County Board of Commissioners. He was 
recently appointed to the Chicago Sister 
Cities International Committee by Mayor 
Richard M. Daley of Chicago. In 1997 he 
was selected Hellene of the Year by the 
Hellenic Bar Association of Chicago. He 
is an active in Greek American political 
organizations which work for the election 
of worthy Republican and Democratic can
didates for higher office on both local and 
national levels. 

REV. PHILIP G[ALOPSOS PENS 
BOOK ON SUNDAY SERMONS 

The Rev. Philip Gialopsos of Lowell, 
MA, has authored a book of a collection of 
sermons he has delivered on the Diocese 
of Boston Greek Radio Program during the 
years he has been the director of this min
istry. The book, in Greek, is titled KYRIA
KODROMION, the voice of orthodoxy. It 
is for all ages and reflects much of the ex
perience ofFr. Gialopsos during his many 
decades as a clergyman. Fr. Philip has ded
icated the book to Metropolitan Method
ios. The book has been published by the 
Greek Orthodox Diocese of Boston. 

MARINA ANGEL RECEIVES 
TOP LEGAL AWARD 

Marina Angel, a law professor at Tem
ple University, was awarded the prestigious 
Anne X. Alpern Award from the Pennsyl
vania Bar Association's Commission on 
Women in the Profession. The award hon
ors a female lawyer or judge who demon
strates excellence in the profession and has 
made a Significant professional impact on 
women in the law. Prof. Angel is highly 
regarded for her teaching, scholarship and 
mentoring of young women in the legal 
profession. In 1996 Prof. Angel became the 
first Greek woman and first law professor 
to receive the Sandra Day O'Connor Award 
presented by the Philadelphia Bar Associ
ation. Prof. Angel has a 19-year associa-

tion with Temple Law School. She has 
been an award-winning teacher, an associ
ate dean for Graduate Legal Studies, a 
scholar in criminal law and labor law, a 
prolific author and an equal rights advo
cate. She has received national recogni
tion for her work opposing sexual harass
ment and violence against women. 

DR. PETER PANTON [S NEW 
PRESIDENT OF MEDICAL STAFF 

Peter Panton, MD, F ACS, of Forest Riv
er, IL, who is associated with the Panton 
Eye Care Center in Elmwood Park, IL, has 
been elected president of the medical staff 
of Oak Park Hospital. He's been a mem
ber of the medical staff since 1986. A board 
certified ophthalmologist and surgeon, Dr. 
Panton is a graduate of Brown University 
and Brown University School of Medicine. 
He completed an internship at the Univer
sity of Chicago Hospitals and Clinics, De
partment of Medicine, and his residency at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago Eye 
and Ear Infirmary, Department ofOphthal
mology. His professional interests include 
small incision cataract surgery, lens im
plantation, glaucoma surgery, photorefrac
tive keratectomy and laser surgery. He has 
published articles for medical journals and 
is an avid lecturer and researcher. 

Dr. Panton is a lifelong member of the 
Assumption Church, currently serving as 
parish council president. He has also served 
as president of the Hellenic Medical Soci
ety of Chicago. He is in practice with his 
father, Dr. John H. Panton, his brother, Dr. 
Robert W. Panton and his sister, Elizabeth 
Panton Karkazis, 00. 

DR. C. PLA TSOUCAS W[LL HEAD 
COLLEGE 

Dr. Chris D. Platsoucas, an internation
ally known immunologist and researcher 
at Temple University School of Medicine, 
will head up the newly created College of 
Science and Technology as its acting dean. 
He is the Laura H. Carnell professor and 
chairman of the department of microbiol
ogy and immunology at the medical school. 
A lymphocyte biologist with a worldwide 
reputation for his contributions to under
standing how the human immune system 
function. Dr. Platsoucas is directing a multi
million dollar National Institute of Health 
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study of the chronic rejection of heart trans
plants. Dr. Platsoucas will continue as chair 
and Carnell professor in Microbiology and 
Immunology. Dr. Platsoucas has been 
chairman of microbiology and immunolo
gy since 1993. Under his leadership, ex
ternal research and training support in the 
department has increased by more than 100 
percent. Graduate enrollment increased by 
20 percent, making the graduate program 
in microbiology and immunology one of 
the largest in the country. 

CHRIS V. SEMOS HONORED 
BY THE GREEK GOVERNMENT 

Chris V. Semos of Dallas, TX, former 
County Commissioner and State Represen
tative was honored by the Greek govern
ment "in grateful recognition of his contri
butions in support of continuing cultural 
exchange and friendly relations between 
the people of Greece and the USA." The 
Semos family owned and operated the 
Greek restaurant The Torch in Dallas for 
40 years. They closed the restaurant in 
1985. Mr. Semos and his wife Anastasia 
embarked on a new adventure, organizing 
tours to Greece to share a part of their her
itage with their friends in the Dallas com
munity. The tours take place every two 
years. The next one will be in the year 
2000. 

CHRISTOS PAPOUTSY 
RECEIVES PERICLES A WARD 

Christos Papoutsy of Rye Beach, NH 
has been honored with the Pericles A ward 
by the Ahepa District 9 in Portsmouth, NH. 
A well known philanthropist, Mr. Pap out
sy has made significant contributions to the 
Greek Orthodox Church and to many com
munity organizations and worthy causes. 
He began his business career in the elec
tronics industry at Hollis Engineering in 
1964 and later served as owner, president, 
CEO, and major stockholder of a number 
of electronics firms . He established P AP
CO Venture Capital in 1985, a diversified 
investment company with holdings in elec
tronics related industries worldwide. In 
1991, in recognition of his outstanding en
trepreneurial achievement, Mr. Papoutsy 
was awarded an honorary Doctor of Law 
degree from his alma mater, New Hamp
shire College. Christos Papoutsy is also 
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known for his love for music which has 
played a major role in his life. He has 
played with Greek-American orchestras, 
Including his own, since the age of 13. He 
plays a variety of instruments and is cur
rently studying to master the santouri. Mr. 
Papoutsy was born in Haverhill, MA. 

J. KALOYANIDES' ENTREPRENEUR 
PAR EXCELLENCE 

James Kaloyanides of Belmont, MA, the 
president of the New England Coffee Com
pany, was a finalist for the 1998 New En
gland Entrepreneur of the Year Award. He 
heads the family business which he joined 
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in 1973. He began his career packing cof
fee following his graduation from North
eastern University. He was named presi
dent and CEO in 1996. James Kaloyanides 
heads a team of more than 180 employees 
and more than 6,000 customers. The New 
England Coffee Company is New En
gland's largest coffee roaster. James Kaloy
anides is a member of the National and 
Specialty Coffee Associations, Northeast
ern university'S Family Business Center 
and Presidents' Club, President of the 
Malden Visiting Nurses Association a 
member of AHEPA and a faithful steward 
of the St. Demetrios parish in Weston, MA, 
where he has served as Parish Council Pres-
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ident and member of the Building Com
mittee. 

PETER L. PRODROMOU NAMED 
TO CC & D OWNERSHIP TEAM 

Peter L. Prodromou of Medford, MA, 
vice president and director of CC and D 
Communications, has been elected an eq
uity stockholder for the company. Mr. Pro
dromou has headed CC and D public rela
tions group since he joined the firm in 1996. 
During his tenure, public relations and 
event planning has evolved into a critical 
business segment, with department reve
nue quadrupling. Peter A. Kostopoulos is 
the company's president and chief execu
tive officer. Peter Prodromou was born in 
Portland, ME. He is a 1985 graduate of 
Boston University's College of Commu-
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ZAPITI FLIGHT ACADEMY 
Learn /0 fly with a pro. 

'G TRAVEL AGENCY 

~ (Xl ELLA:'r~n~~ ~;u~s ~~~i~;'~h~~;'; 'Y!!iJ!'!;J ~ Cor Renlals 
... JUSt name your DeSlino/lon 

REAL ESTATE 
ZAPITI REALTY 
Sales & Rentals· Mulliple Lis/lIIg SerYice 
Residential. COn/mucial-lndustrial 

TELEVISION 
HELLENIC VOICE 
/" Greek & English 
WXNY.TV UHF Channel 39 
Sunday 7:3010 8:00 p.m. ~ 
Commercial Broadcasting Siolion . Not Cable 
In English 011 Chonne/56 
Wednesday 9:00·9:)0 p.m . . Sunday 4.4:JO P,f/I 

In Gruk on Channel 57 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Sarurday & Sunday 8·9:00 P,I/! 
Manhattan Cable Fridays 11:00 a.m. Channel 16 
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nication where he earned a bachelor of sci
ence degree. Prior to joining CC and D, he 
worked in public relations and investor 
communications with Sharon Merrill As
sociates and the Boston Company Advi-

Circuit Judge William Dimitrouleas of 
Broward County FL., has been named to 
the federal bench. He is a 1975 graduate 
of the University of Florida Law School 
and worked as an assistant public defender 
from 1976 to 1977. From 1988 to 1989 he 
worked at the State Attorney's Office. 

Portia Pantages of Newton, MA ,who 
is associated with the Hunneman-Coldwell 
Banker's Newton Office, received the Gold 
Circle Award at the company's annual 
award ceremony, Exceptional People '97. 
She was recognized for her extraordinary 
performance during 1997. 

Lou B1anas of Sacramento, CA, a 30-
year veteran of law enforcement, is run
ning for sheriff of Sacramento County . 
Stanley J. and Helen (Lambroukos) Buc
zynski of Penacook, NH have celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary. 

Anastasios Gakis of Dracut, MA , a 
1998 graduate of the University of Massa
chusetts -Lowell, took first place at a stu
dent research state competition and is now 
eligible to participate in the nationals. The 
mathematics major's research into air pol
lution involved the difficult problem of 
modeling chemical reactions in the atmo
sphere. 

Steven L. Stephanides of Laguna Hills, 
CA, received his Doctor of Medicine de
gree from Harvard Medical School this 
year. He will continue his internship and 
residency program at the university ofCin
cinnati, OH, specializing in emergency 
medicine. He is a graduate of the Univer
sity of Southern California where he earned 
his bachelor of science degree in biomedi
cal and mechanical engineering, and MIT, 
where he received his master of science 
degree in mechanical engineering. While 
at Harvard, he also was enrolled in the 
Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences 
and Technology, completing the require
ments for the PhD degree. 

Penelope Sarlas of Palos Hills, IL, a 
graduate of the University of Chicago, has 
been awarded a James Madison Fellowship 

by the James Madison Memorial Fellow
ship Foundation of Washington, DC. The 
fellowship, which will fund up to $24,000 
of Ms. Sarlas' course of study toward a 
master's degree, supports the further of 
study of American history by college grad
uates who aspire to become teachers of 
American history, American government, 
and social studies in secondary schools. 

Christ J. Kamages, AlA, of San Fran
cisco, CA, has been elected chairman of 
the Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Insti
tute at the Graduate Theological Union at 
Berkeley, CA. 

Ted Kerasote of Wyoming recently 
completed his third book, "Heart of Home" 
which was reviewed in the New York Times. 
He has been a writer for "Sports Afield" 
magazine for 20 years, focusing on nature 
and wildlife. 

Vice Admiral Michael P. Kalleres was 
a guest lecturer this spring at Chicago's 
Hellenic Museum and Cultural Center, on 
tactics he used during his 32-year military 
career. He spoke on the occasion of the 
museum's newest exhibit, "Defenders of 
Democracy: Greek Americans in the Mili
tary." Admiral Kalleres retired in 1994 
after leading eight commands in combat 
and peacetime, including the U.S. Second 
Fleet in the Atlantic, the NATO Striking 
Fleet, and the Military Sea Lift Command. 

Dr. Spiros Constantinides of Kingston, 
RI, professor of Food Science and Nutri
tion at the University of Rhode Island, has 
developed a new technique that keeps fish 
edible at room temperature for at least a 
year. The technique uses a series of "barr i
ers" that stop microorganisms from grow
ing while at the same time produce an ac
ceptable tasting fish. 

Eve Condakes of Swampscott, MA was 
a principal speaker at a gathering of indi
viduals interested in a Greek Turkish ini
tiative for sustainable peace in southeast
ern Europe. She is working closely on this 
initiative with Tuft's Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy. 

Drs. Andreas and Vivian Kodros of 
Chicago, IL are ardent supporters of the 
windy city's Hellenic Museum and Cultural 
Center. The couple have gifted the muse
um with books, a silver church rosewater 
holder from Cyprus, and an amphora (1200 
B.C.) from excavations conducted in Cy
prus. An accomplished artist, Dr. Andreas 
Kodros has exhibited his paintings at the 
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Hellenic Museum, donating all proceeds 
from sales to this important cultural insti
tution. 

Viki M. Stathopoulos of Brookline, 
MA was awarded the degree of master of 
education in creative arts in learning by 
Lesley College in Cambridge, MA. Cur
rently on sabbatical in Greece, Viki is a pre
kindergarten teacher at Bright Horizons in 
the Prudential. 

Dr. Christos J. Daoulas of Dracut, 
MA, has been honored by the Rivier Col
lege (Nashua, NH) Education Department 
"for his work on behalf of the children of 
Dracut," and "his innumerable contribu
tions to education in the region." He is su
perintendent of schools for Dracut and the 
most senior superintendent in the Com
monwealth of Massachusetts. Mr. Daou
las graduated from Dracut High School in 
1939, completed a pre-med program at 
Boston University and return to Dracut to 
teach science in 1949. He became princi
pal ofthe school in 1960 and school super
intendent two years later. He will retire 
from his position this fall. 

Victoria Semos of Dallas, TX, gradu
ated from the University of Texas at Aus-

Cyprus Federation 
1998 Awards Gala 

The 24th annual Cyprus Federation of 
America A wards Dinner - Dance will take 
place at 6:00 p.m., Saturday, September 
26th at The New York City Marquis, 1535 
Broadway (between 45th and 46th Streets). 

The "Justice For Cyprus Award" is pre
sented to those who have been exemplary 
leaders and outspoken advocates to the just 
and noble cause for the liberation of Cy
prus from the Turkish occupation forces 
and the restoration of the human rights of 
the Cypriot people. This year's honoree for 
this award will be presented to New York 
Senator Al D' Amato. 

The "Lifetime Achievement Award" is 
presented to those whose life has been 
marked with excellence and distinction and 
whose accomplishments have been char
acterized by vision and uncompromising 
principles and ideals. This year's honoree 
for this award is presented to Dr. John 
Brademas. 

The "Humanitarian and Philanthropic 
Award" is presented to those who have 
demonstrated exemplary generosity, be-
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tin with bachelor degrees in archeology and 
anthropology, minoring in history. She 
looks forward to pursuing a master's de
gree in archeology and teaching at the col
lege level. 

Nick Preponis of Bayside, NY, has re
ceived a bachelor of arts degree in busi
ness and law from Stony Brook Universi
ty. 

Christopher Dollas of Newburyport, 
MA, received the Molin A ward for excel
lence in teaching in the town's school sys
tem. He has taught for 29 years at the Nock 
Middle School. 

Sophia Giavis of Lowell, MA, has re
tired from her position of choir director of 
the historic Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Church in Lowell. Ms. Giavis began as the 
church organist in 1955. In 1965 she be
came the choir director. 

Alex Spanos of Stockton, CA, received 
the distinguished Marco Polo A ward from 
the Volunteers of America. The Award was 
created to acknowledge the friends of Chi
na who support Sino American business re
lations and its volunteer initiative. Mr. Spa
nos is the chairman and owner of A.G. 
Spanos Companies which he founded in 

1960. 
James G. Tatakis of Needham, MA 

and Concord, NH, was honored by the 
Boston Security Analysts Society. He is a 
CPA and financial analyst at Taylor Invest
ments Brokerage Firm of Concord, NH. He 
is a graduate of Babson College in Welles
ley, MA, and of Bentley College in Walth
am, MA, where he received a master offi
nance degree. 

Dean C. Xeras of Peabody, MA, a re
cent graduate of Tufts University School 
of Medicine, will do his residency in inter
nal medicine at Boston's Beth Israel Dea
coness hospital. 

Katerina Pritsos of Bayside, NY, has 
received a bachelor of arts degree in finance 
and marketing from Boston University. 

Olympic Airways, the National Carrier 
of Greece, announced a change in the top 
position in tis North & South American 
region. Mr. Dimitris ChryssikopouIos, af
ter two year as Director for North & South 
America, is taking over a new assignment 
in Cyprus. 

Mr. Costas Sfynias, who has been the 
airline's General Manager for the UK and 
Ireland, is taking over his position. 

Arch. Damaskinos Ganas 
New President of Hellenic College 

NEW YORK - The Corporate Board of 
Hellenic College/Holy Cross Greek Ortho
dox School of Theology and elected the 
Very Rev. Archimandrite Damaskinos V. 
Ganas as the new President of the Institu
tion. The official installation will take place 
on the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross, September 14, 1998, and Rev. Ga
nas will be installed as the 18th President 
of Hellenic College/Holly Cross.Rev. Ga
nas has served the Greek Orthodox Arch
diocese for 27 years as a devoted and most 
capable clergyman. For the past fourteen 
years, he has led the Kimisis Theotokou 

nevolence and compassion toward their 
community and mankind. This year's hon
or for this award is presented to The Rach
el Cooper Foundation. 

The Justice for Cyprus A ward will be 
presented by His Excellency The President 
of the Republic of Cyprus, Mr. Glafcos 
Clerides. 

Chuch in Brooklyn, 
New York, presid
ing over a renais
sance of communi
ty life and an expan
sion of one of the 
largest Greek Or
thodox parochial 
schools in America. 
Father Ganas, who 
was born in Greece, is a graduate of Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theolo
gy, having earned both the M.Div. and the 
STM degrees, with specialization in Church 
and Byzantine history. His undergraduate 
degree is in education from the Teachers 
Pedagogical School in Thessaloniki, and 
he has done post - graduate work at the 
Thessaloniki Theological School. 

Archimandrite Ganas brings a wealth of 
administrative, pastoral and theological tal
ent to the presidency of Hellenic College/ 
Holy Cross, as well as significant fund -
raising experience. 
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