
Greek Orthodox school threatened 
with accreditation loss 

The Greek Orthodox Church's under
graduate college and graduate seminary in 
Brookline, Mass., under review by two ac
credited groups, has been given until early 
1999 to correct what one agency termed 
"major inadequacies" or face a possible loss 
of its accreditation. 

The warning was contained in separate 
reports by the New England Association 
of Schools and Colleges' Commission on 
Institutions of Higher Education (NEASC) 
and the Association of Theological Schools 
in the United States and Canada (ATS). 

The two accrediting agencies reviewed 
actions at Hellenic College Holy-Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology fol
lowing complaints that Archbishop Spyri
don, who heads the Greek Orthodox Arch
diocese of America, had violated school 
policies and accreditation standards last 
year when he ousted the institutions' pres
ident and an untenured professor and reas
signed two other faculty members. 

The accrediting agencies agreed with the 
charges but gave the school a chance to 
correct its problem over the next half-year 
before facing possible disciplinary action. 
Both noted a willingness on the part of the 
school and the archdiocese to resolve the 
problems. 

Critics say the school personnel ousted 
or reassigned ran afoul of Spy rid on because 
they refused to cooperate in the cover-up 
of an alleged sexual incident at the school 
involving a visiting Greek cleric and a sem
inarian. 

The critics- most of whom are associat
ed with Greek Orthodox American Lead
ers, Inc. (GOAL), a dissident church group 
-also say Spyridon's actions at the school 
are indicative of his authoritarian leader
ship style, which they say is dividing the 
I.S-million member Greek Orthodox arch
diocese. GOAL has called for Spyridon to 
step down. 

The archdiocese, for its part, character
izes the changes Spyridon instituted at the 
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school as part of a routine reorganization 
on the part of a newly installed archbishop 
and denies any cover up. Archdiocese of
ficials also dismiss GOAL as an insignifi
cant minority of church malcontents. 

In its June 19 report, NEASC conclud
ed that Hellenic Holy-Cross, "has not ad
hered to its governance policies and pro
cedures in making certain personnel actions 
in the summer of 1997". NEASC gave the 
school until Feb. 1999 to "effectively re
spond" to its findings or face "adverse ac
tion." 

Chief among the "critical issues" to be 
addressed, NEASC said, is clarification of 
the "role and place of ecclesiastical author
ity" within the governance of Hellenic
Holy Cross, the archdiocese's only such in
stitution. 

NEASC said its concern was "to safe
guard accepted values and practices of 
American higher education" and to be 
"mindful of the related issue of academic 
freedom." 

ATS, in a June 16 report, also found the 
personnel moves improper and placed the 
school "on warning"-which it defined as 
"major inadequacies with regard to one or 
more standards." ATS gave the school un
til Jan. 15 1999 to show it has strengthened 
its governing procedures or face possible 
"probation." 

A TS also concluded that "one critical 
factor contributing to this failure to com
ply" with its standards was the Hellenic 
Holy-Cross governing documents "do not 
fully set forth nor provide sufficient guid
ance about the ways in which the ecclesi
astical authority of the archbishop is relat
ed to the institutional authority" in bylaws 
and other school guidelines that relate to 
faculty. 

Despite those finding, Spyridon said in 
a statement Wednesday (June 24) he wel
comed the two reports. "I am pleased to 
report that the (school's) accreditation will 
not be affected in any adverse way by the 

actions of either body", the archbishop said. 
"On the contrary, the dialogue between 

the school and the accrediting bodies, ne
cessitated by the complaints, has led to an 
illumination of some problems that remain 
in the institutional documents and practic
es of the school. The weaknesses noted 
by the accrediting bodies concern the very 
issues surrounding last summer's's admin
istrative changes." 

Rev. Mark Arey, archdiocese commu
nications director, also downplayed the 
seriousness of the agencies reports. 

"We don't see the rulings as negative" 
he said. "We see them as professional and 
fair. We're not particularly upset. We see 
them as not reflecting on the archbishop 
but on the institution. The problems with 
the bylaws predate the archbishop's arriv
al" in 1996, he said in an interview. But 
Dr. John Collis, a Cleveland neurosurgeon 
and school trustee who is sharply critical 
of Spy rid on, called the accredited agencies' 
reports "very serious." Collis - who along 
with a former school administrator filled 
the complaints triggering the agencies' 
reviews - said "any knowledgeable admin
istrator would be embarrassed to death" by 
the reports. "It's almost as if the archdio
cese is living in a dream world." 

Thomas Lelon, a former Hellenic - Holy 
Cross president whose decade-long tenure 
preceded Spyridon's coming, also called 
the agencies' finding "extremely serious." 
He also blamed the school's problems on 
the "inept actions our Archbishop has 
taken."Officials at both NEASC and ATS, 
citing long-standing policy, declined to 
comment. 

Hellenic Holy- Cross is a 60 -year old 
institution with about 150 students. In ad
dition to producing priests for the Greek 
Orthodox Church, it offers undergraduate 
and masters degrees "intimately related to 
the Greek cultural heritage and the Ortho
dox Christian faith," according to a church 
document. 
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Corruption and Scandals 
in the Greek Orthodox Churches 

What should have been our finest hour has turned into an unending 
nightmare of incompetence, corruption and lies. 

A sickening, but now familiar, theme 
has been resounding within the worldwide 
Greek Orthodox Church lately. It makes the 
case for even stronger lay oversight of 
church finances, both here and abroad. 
Let's examine what's transpiring in Amer
ica this summer. Thanks to the work of vig
ilant and faithful lay men and women, ma
ny Greek Orthodox Americans are awak
ening to the fact that there are well - docu
mented and on - going allegations of finan
cial malfeasance within the administration 
of the current archbishop, Spyridon, whose 
minions are now the subject of a shocking 
and comprehensive lawsuit in the Manhat
tan courts. 

If these charges are proven to be true in 
the civil trial that is sure to come, many of 
us are going to insist that those guardians 
of the sacred trust of our parents and grand
parents, who are found accountable for 
such corruption, also go to jail. 

It won't stop until those who are steal
ing are behind bars. Fortunately, men like 
Thomas Jefferson left us a legal framework 
that provides for referrals of institutional 
corruption to criminal prosecutors. Yes, 
even those who claim to live only by "the 
canons" are subject to criminal sanctions, 
when appropriate. This is America, after 

Dean George Popps, of McLean, Vir
ginia, is a telecommunications executive 
and attorney. He was a co-founder of Greek 
Orthodox Telecommunications (GO Tele
com) and he is a member of Saint Sophia 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Washington, 
D. C. He remains prayerfol that the Holy 
Spirit will soon present us with more com
petent leadership in our church in Ameri
ca and abroad. The opinions herein ex
pressed are solely his own. 
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all, not eleventh century Constantinople. 

Half way around the world in Jerusa
lem, Israel's Ha'aretz Daily (which is the 
equivalent of our New York Times) report
ed on June 25, 1998 that Greek Orthodox 
Christians in the Holy Land, primary Pal
estinians under the authority of the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, Diodor
os , were preparing their own "intifada". 
Translate "intifada" as an uprising of the 
first degree. The allegations were, you 
guessed it, that the patriarch had pocketed 
$1.5 million and 35% ofa land deal in Jaf
fa. It seems that His Holiness chose to sell 
lands owned for centuries by the Palestin
ians to all-to-eager Israeli attorney-devel
opers. Here's another catch to the deal: the 
patriarch didn't even own the land, he's 
merely a trustee for the Palestinians; and, 
as trustee, he chose to sell their valuable 
land at bargain basement prices, according 
to the Israeli paper, without even consult
ing them on the deal. 

Sound familiar? Leadership 100 mem
bers take notes. Your proposals to protect 
your funds from archdiocesan liabilities 
and manipulations have yet to be agreed 
to, despite months of wrangling with those 
who answer "only to the canons." 

On July 9 of this year, as venerable an 
institution as the Associated Press, chose 
to run a story on its international news wire 
that the Greek Orthodox Church in Greece 
was plagued with financial scandal. It 
seems that the corruption in Greece's 
church is so bad that the government offi
cially probed the matter for a year and is
sued a 450-page report detailing such 
crimes as mismanagement and theft. Ac
cording to the AP, the Greek government 
report further stated that the church is an 
institution with virtually no controls and no 
oversight; and it allegedly involves itself 

in scandals such as phony renovation scams 
and routine embezzlement. 

For most Greek Orthodox Americans, 
the clarion that has been sounded by those 
lay whistleblowers that our archdiocese 
attempts to marginalize and smear, now 
rings loudly and relentlessly. Our church 
seems almost unrecognizable, when exam
ined with a global perspective. What should 
have been our finest hour has turned into 
an unending nightmare of incompetence, 
scandal, corruption, and lies. So, what are 
we to do? Put our heads in the sand? Ig
nore the problem until it goes away? I say 
that we, the lay faithful, should resist with 
all of our might. We must pledge ourselves 
to fight the corruption that threatens the leg
acy left to us by our immigrant parents and 
grandparents with every necessary means. 
It was they who built our churches brick
by-brick, not the vain hierarchs and mo
nastics, both here and abroad, who today 
so proudly parade before us trying to pass 
themselves offas "spiritual fathers". When 
I meet my Maker, I want Him to know that 
I fought these perpetrators of wrong do
ings, wherever I could, in the streets, 
church-to-church, house-to-house, door
to-door, under the protection of the The
otokos and the Archangels and with the 
blessings of those who came before me. 
Mama and Papa, Yiayia and Papou, and 
most importantly, Christ would expect no 
less. 
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TWENTY-FOUR YEARS AGO ... 
The Cyprus Tragedy Continues 

Twenty-four years ago, 1974, the world 
was much different than it is today. Think 
for yourself where you were, what life here 
in the United States was like, who our gov
ernment leaders were, and how you saw 
the country of Cyprus and its future. What
ever else has personally changed you, the 
changes in how you saw Cyprus before the 
Invasion and how you see it after that infa
mous day in August 1974, have changed. I 
am grateful for the opportunity to present 
to you my ideas about our beloved home
land and what I believe must happen ifthere 
is to be anything close to healing. And a 
resolution of the numerous issues on the 
island. 

We have talked since the invasion, oh, 
how we have talked. Politicians have spun 
tales, proposed that "this is the year" when 
the Cyprus issue will be resolved and made 
other promises that, had even half of them 
been kept, would have made Cyprus a unit
ed country today. Letters, articles and fax
es have been composed and distributed in 
this country and throughout the world, cit
ing the necessity of resolving the issue. 
Cypriot Americans and other concerned cit
izens here in the United States have met, 
attended seminars, created media events 
and held parades to create awareness of 
why there must be a unified Cyprus. Our 
Congressmen and Senators have been bom
barded with information. Everybody takes 
the opportunity to speak up for Cyprus. But 
what has happened? More rhetoric, more 
talk, more meetings with ultimately, less 
hope, less action. We've done all the right 

Dr. Takey Crist. is Chairman of the Cy
prus Hellenic Affairs Committee, past Cha
riman of the American Hellenic Institute. 
a Renowned Gynecologist, Authopr, Pro
fessor, Chairman of the Cyprus Museum 
in America, and Honorary Consul of Cy
prus in North Carolina. 
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things with few of the right results. Mean
while, the unoccupied part of Cyprus has, 
at one level, thrived. The standard of liv
ing exceeds what anyone would have imag
ined in those awful post-Invasion years. 
The standard ofliving is good, the econo
my has thrived. Much of the population of 
the island does not know a united Cyprus. 
Many who have come to live or visit the 
country do not know or understand first
hand what produced the Green Line and 
the ever-vigilant United Nations troops. 
Life is good-for-some in the occupied part 
of the country because their expectations 
are limited to here and now. I suggest that 
those individuals should consider beyond 
the "here and now" and recognize that the 
political, cultural and religious heritage of 
Cyprus has been tragically compromised. 
In spite of current prosperity, the only sal
vation for this country must be based on 
what is ultimately important a recognition 
and belief that this centuries-old culture and 
life-style is worth preserving. All Cypriots 
- those living in the country and those of 
us outside - should take this infamous an
niversary as a time to look beyond the plea
sure of prosperity, and think about what has 
happened and what must happen for hu
man rights and freedom to be restored to 
the country. Today is the time to ask why 
those bells of freedom have not rung yet 
and what we can do to assure that these 
goals offreedom, reunification, and resto
ration of rights is achieved. I often ask my
self why these critical goals for reunifica
tion of Cyprus have been so difficult to 
achieve. China, Russia, the countries ofEu
rope, the United States have publicly stat
ed their support ofa reunited country. The 
illegality of the continued Turkish occu
pation, and the necessity of the Turkish 
troops and mainlanders must return to Tur
key. The quality of the Turkish life-style 
and government is an international shame. 
Where else but in Turkey is there a high 

incidence of abuse of women, journalists 
who simply disappear when they question 
government policy, an intolerable role in 
the international narcotics trade, and a poor 
quality of life sustained in a highly inflat
ed economy all in Turkey? 

There is an 80-90% inflation rate in 
Turkey and the AHEPA members went to 
Turkey this past year. 100% of the build
ings were still unfinished because of infla
tion and because banks would not lend any 
more money to finish the construction. The 
members from AHEP A talked to individu
als in the country who said there is no de
mocracy in Turkey, it is run by military 
oppressIon. 

France recently acknowledged what 
many have known for years. The Turks 
were responsible for the Armenian geno
cide of the 1920s. 

All of this is known, acknowledged, 
talked about and pondered. Yet, this is the 
Turkey who somehow "blackmails" the 
world into believing that its geographic 
position is vital to preservation of world 
peace. They played this "hand" during 
Desert Storm and even then, their pomp
ous claims of how their geography enabled 
the assault against Iraq were senseless. The 
acquisition and installation of Russian -
made missiles by the Republic of Cyprus 
is controversial and potentially could be 
devastating to the region and the world. 
Turkey says it will attack the occupied area 
if the missiles are aimed at the North. 
Greece says it will attack Turkey. Coun
terclaim after counterclaim only escalates 
the rhetoric. The missiles and the current 
political situation between the Republic of 
Cyprus, the occupied North, Greece and 
Turkey is nothing that is simply going to 
go away or should be ignored. 

Look at any national newspaper in this 
country or any European nation. How many 
articles or editorials have you seen recent
ly decrying the issue of Cyprus. Sure, the 
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Brits recently publicized some of their con
cerns about the situation by publishing an 
evacuation plan for British citizens, should 
there be a summer war on the island. Is that 
a reasonable approach to resolving these 
issues? Planning how to evacuate some 
individuals while ignoring the dire need to 
resolve the issues that could prevent the 
need for such extreme action - is that the 
current British policy to the Cyprus issue? 
The British continue to meddle and are try
ing to control the outcome because of their 
interest in the bases. They are using the 
same old method that they have always 
used. Divide and conquer, divide and con
quer. They did the same thing during the 
1960s, the same thing during the invasion 
and they haven't come out in full support 
of a free Cyprus for the last 24 years. There 
is a gross inconsistency between what is 
said and what is being done, and what needs 
to happen to resolve the Cyprus issue. Po
litical posturing, rhetoric and development 
of crisis management plans will not reunite 
Cyprus. 

Where do we go from here? If I could 
answer that question offense intended to 
this illustrious audience - I would proba
bly be elsewhere negotiating the peace to
day. I do have responses to some of the 
current approaches. I do have suggestions 
on how to proceed. I do continue to pray 
that others will recognize what must be 
done to salvage our cultural heritage. These 
are some of the things I know. 

• The proposed two federal zones ap
proach is too reminiscent of what I see hap
pening daily in Israel. Why propose a res
olution that seems to be a prerequisite for a 
continuous unsettled state of affairs? Why 
legitimize an occupancy that is so funda
mentally wrong? 

.Andrew Kassapis' family now have 
scientific identification of the remains of 
their son and brother. I know that their an
guish and that of others who lost loved ones 
during and since the Invasion cannot be 
ignored or minimized. 

.1 know that my family, and countless 
others in the United States and elsewhere, 
are deprived of the simple right of moving 
freely on the Island.! know my anguish and 
many of you have talked with me about 
your personal reaction to this. I know too, 
my fellow Cypriots who live their lives dai
ly being confronted by the visible signs of 
the Green Line are even more affected by 
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this insanity. 
• The real fighters for resolution in Cy

prus are the women have lead the challenge 
of the Green Line on five different occa
sions. I know that all these demonstrations 
have become increasingly more hostile. I 
know that we are sitting on a powder keg, 
with or without the Russian-made missiles. 

Those are some of the realities I know. 
So what must we do? How can we leave 
here today knowing that we can make a 
difference? How can we enable those ac
tivities and certainties that will assure the 
status quo is no longer accepted? What is 
the criteria for successful resolution on the 
Island? 

.ALL foreign troops must leave the Is
land. There is no sensibility in maintaining 
the Island ' s "armed camp" status. 

.Mainland Turks must be sent back 
home. Their continued occupation and the 
proposals that they be incorporated into this 
monstrous Federation proposal is unaccept
able. 

• Turkey must understand that it is not 
an acceptable candidate for inclusion in the 
European Common Market unless human 
rights are improved and demonstrates true 
adherence to democratic principles. 

.1 want the President of the United States 
to speak up, stand up, and publicly make 
the statement that the Turkish leadership 
must solve the Cyprus problem before the 
end of the year 

.Denktash needs to be silenced. He is a 
has-been. 

.1 want the US State Department to quit 
playing favoritism with Turkey; there must 
be fair play and no longer games and assi
nine statements. 

Ifwe do nothing today as a result of my 
comments except applaud, we are contrib
uting to the status quo in an unforgivable 

way. We are just like all the others who, 
over the past 24 years, have said how great 
a problem Cyprus is, but moved on. Ifwe 
walk away from here today and do noth
ing for Cyprus, then our inaction speaks 
volumes about what we truly believe. What 
can we do? 

.Live as though Cyprus can be free. 
Know it and talk about it. 

.Develop and use every possible oppor
tunity to discuss the issues with your Con
gressman and Senators. When was the last 
time you communicated with them about 
this? 

.Hold our Government leaders to their 
promises. Every Administration over the 
past 24 years has promised resolution and 
what has happened? Conferences, special 
envoys, and discussion - to what good? If 
all governments, here and in Cyprus were 
run with the same approach, would any
thing ever happen? 

• When the media does present informa
tion about Cyprus, read it and if it is accu
rate information, make sure that media 
source knows you appreciate the work. 
There are journalists who understand the 
issues. Support and acknowledge their 
work. 

If we do not act in meaningful ways, 
expect logical outcomes, and pursue the 
legitimate paths to the only right conclu
sion, there will be another 24 years. There 
could, God forbid, be an increase in the 
Turkish occupation ofthe Island. What hap
pens for resolution of the Cyprus issue is 
only as good as you and I want it to be. We 
can dignifY, enable, and assure a time when 
those bells will ring. We must lead and pro
mote the cause of a unified Cyprus; other
wise, all of us are accountable and respon
sible for what happens there, right or 
wrong. 

The GRAND PRINCESS 
Join Us for an Unforgettable Week 

on the Biggest, Most Expensive, 
Most Beautiful Ship Ever Built 

For a Free Brochure Call Us at 
(212) 967-5016 
Outside New York 
1-800-662-6644 

GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 



THE BATTLE OF THERMOPYLAE: 
THE DRAMATIC DETAILS 

By Prof. D.G. KOUSOULAS 

Practically every educated person in the West isfamiliar with the battle ofThermopy
lae and the valiant sacrifice of the three hundred Spartans and the other Hellenes who 
fought at their side. Butfew of us know the dramatic details, what actually happened in 
that fateful week of August 480 B.C. Now a new book by Professor Peter Green The 
Greco-Persian Wars (University of California Press, Berkeley) brings to life in vivid 
detail the events which led to the heroic death of Leonidas and the other Hellenes who 
gave their lives, to hold back the Persian army. Professor Green's book, based on the 
ancient sources and on the findings of modern scholarship, should be in the library of 
every person who feels proud of his or her Hellenic heritage. 

We asked Professor D. G. Kousoulas to offer to the readers of the Greek-American 
Review the highlights of that historic battle with the Persian army as reconstructed by 
Professor Green. The actual excerpts from Green 's book are given in italics and within 
quotation marks. 

Darius, the Great King of the Persian 
empire died in November 486 B.c., four 
years after the defeat of the Persian army 
at Marathon's rolling hills just a few miles 
northeast of the city of Athens. He had 
reigned for thirty-six years in oriental splen
dor but the defeat of his armies at Mara
thon was the most severe blow to his ego. 
He vowed to invade Greece once again but 
he died with his burning wish unfulfilled. 
He was buried with traditional ceremony 
in a vast tomb cut into the living rock near 
the place today known as Naqsh-i-Rustam. 
He was succeeded on the throne by Xerx
es, the grandson of Cyrus. The task of 
avenging the Persian defeat at Marathon 
was left to Xerxes. 

Xerxes was determined to succeed 
where Darius had so dismally failed but he 
was facing a revolt in Egypt, one of Per
sia's satrapies at the time. Before he could 
mount an expedition against the Greek 
city-states, he had to crush the rebellion. 
By January 484 B.C. using brutal force, he 
succeeded in bringing Egypt once again 
under Persian control. Now his hands were 
freed to prepare for the invasion of the 

D. G. Kousoulas is Professor Emeritus of 
Political Science and the author of several 
books, the most recent being The Life and 
Times of Constantine the Great. 
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Hellenic lands. "Once the Great King had 
made his momentous decision, prepara
tions went ahead on a vast scale, and with 
a degree of organized, rational planning 
far beyond anything which the Greek 
city-states had ever envisaged, let alone put 
into practice. " 

It took him four years to complete his 
preparations but by early spring in the year 
480 B.c. he was ready with an army of ap
proximately 210,000, including some 
75,000 horsemen. In March, this formida
ble force left the city of Sardis in Asia Mi
nor and within weeks it crossed the Helle
spond (Dardanelles). The news ofthe cross
ing travelled fast-at least as fast as horse
men could cover the distance. The Greek 
city states already expected a Persian inva
sion and without a moments delay they sent 
their delegates to a Congress of the Hel
lenic League which led by Athens and 
Sparta assembled in late April in Corinth, 
near the Isthmus, the narrow neck of land 
which connected Peloponnesus with the 
rest of Greece. The Congress decided to 
send a force of some 10,000 to bloc the 
pass at the Tempe gorge in the shadow of 
Mt. Olympus. This force took positions to 
bloc the Persian army but before the Per
sian forces came to the gorge, the Greek 
command was instructed by the Congress, 
for strategic reasons, to leave the area and 
march back south. Instead the League de-

cided to send a smaller contingent to de
fend the pass at Thermopylae (the Hot 
Gates) which, being more narrow, could 
be manned with fewer men and with a bet
ter chance to hold the Persians back. At the 
same time "the allied Greek fleet with a 
total strength of 271 frontline vessels (as 
against the Persians' 650 +), sailedfor Ar
temisium late in July. By far the largest sin
gle contingent was that provided by Ath
ens . .. The fleet was under the nominal com
mand of the Spartan Euryviades but the 
actual commander was Themistoc\es, the 
Athenian leader who against much oppo
sition had led the campaign for the con
struction of the Athenian fleet. Artemisi
urn was a small town on the northern shore 
of the island Euboea and had given its name 
to the narrow passage between the island 
and the mainland, across from the Gulf of 
Magnesia, almost within sight of Ther
mopylae where by late July the Spartan 
king Leonidas had taken his defensive po
sitions. 

When Leonidas marched north for the 
Isthmus, he had no more than 4, 000 men 
with him, over half of whom were Arcadi
an peasants. Sparta herself contributed a 
hare 300 warriors (though these were 
drawn from her corps d 'elite) ... Why we 
may well ask, were the Peloponnesian 
states so niggardly at this critical point? 
[The main purpose of Leonida 's force) , 
was, in cooperation with the fleet, to en
courage the wavering states of central 
Greece to stand firm rather than medise 
(cooperate with the Persians) and, at most, 
to fight a holding action at Thermopylae 
until the main Peloponnesian army came 
up with reinforcements. " 

"Xerxes marchedfi'om Therma (near to
day's Salonika) at the beginning of August, 
very soon after the League's forces began 
to move north of the Isthmus ... The over
land march to the Hot Gates, Xerxes esti
mated, would take him about a fortnight. 
The fleet, on the other hand, with a fair 
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northeaster blowing, could reach southern 
Magnesia in two to three days at most. The 
Great King ordered his admirals to move 
their advance squadrons into position elev
en days after the army 's departure; thus, 
he calculated, land and sea forces would 
reach central Greece more or less simul
taneously. " 

"On 13 August, Xerxes' reconnaissance 
units were marching along the coast road 
to Lam ia, the waters of the Malian Gulf on 
their left, white caps flurrying under the 
northeast gale, Euboea crouching across 
the straits like an old lion. .. Next day they 
advanced from Lamia towards the Hot 
Gates themselves, across a steadily narrow
ing plain scoured by sudden dust-storms 
.. . Ahead lay Thermopylae, between a tow
ering forest-clad mountainside and the 
haze-grey sea. Somewhere in that pass a 
Spartan king stood ready to do battle ... " 

'"The Persians pitched camp near Tra
chis ... Xerxes 'first move- as one might ex
pect-was to reconnoitre his opponents ' 
position. A single Persian horseman rode 
quietly forward towards the Hot Gates. No 
one tried to interfere with his movements, 
or gave any sign of noticing that he was 
there. He saw very little of the main Greek 
camp, since it was hidden behind 
Leonidas 'defense wall, thus he could not 
estimate with any degree of accuracy, how 
large aforce the Persians were up against. 
What he did see, however, filled him with 
astonishment. A number of Spartans were 
gathered infront of the wall. Some of them 
had stripped off ready to take exercise; oth
ers ... were busy combing and dressing their 
hair. The Persian spy had never seen any
thing like it; such behaviour struck him as 
merely absurd, a view which Xerxes, on 

hearing his report, fully endorsed. " 
Xerxes entertained the hope that he 

might persuade Leonidas through intimi
dation or bribes to give in and let the Per
sian army pass. "Heralds were according
ly dispatched to parley with Leonidas and 
gauge the general state of Greek morale. 
(It would also be useful to gain admission 
to that well-hidden camp, and observe what 
was going on there). Diodorus, probably 
drawing on Ephorus, purports to give the 
text of their proclamation [II. 5.4-5}: 'King 
Xerxes orders all to give up their arms, to 
depart unharmed to their native lands, and 
to be allies of the Persians: and to all 
Greeks who do this he will give more and 
better lands than they now possess. ' The 
formula had worked to perfection in every 
state throughout Northern Greece; might 
it not work again? " 

. 'Many, Herodotus reports, felt sudden 
doubts about their ability to hold the pass, 
and a meeting was held 'to consider the 
advisability of retreat ' ... Leonidas, to his 
eternal credit, came out flatly against any 
suggestion of a withdrawal, and it was his 
opinion that carried the day. At the same 
time, he sent back [to the League at the Isth
mus] an emergency appeal for immediate 
reinforcements, 'as their numbers were in
adequate to cope with the Persians '. Then 
he delivered his answer to the Great King 's 
waiting envoys. ' His answer has come 
down through the ages in two laconic words 
MOLON LAVE (come and take the pass 
if you can). The defiant reply infuriated 
Xerxes but strangely he took no action. 

"For the second day in succession [15 
August} all was quiet at Thermopylae, with 
each side cagily watching the other. " It was 
not as quiet at sea. The Persian fleet had 
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encountered a meltemi with heavy seas as 
it sailed south and lost several ships al
though the main force arrived in fairly good 
condition to the vicinity of Artemisium. 
"Despite its heavy losses, the Persianfleet 
at this point still probably outnumbered the 
Greek by about five to three. During 16 and 
17 August both sides carried out intensive 
reconnaissance patrols ... The Greeks them
selves were appalled by the size of the ar
mada they now watched assembling against 
them ... Early the next day [17 August} there 
arrived in Artemisium a professional diver 
named Scyllias, who had either swum or 
rowed across from Aphetae under cover of 
darkness ... He gave the Greeks afairly ac
curate breakdown of Persian numbers and 
losses ... Every Greek commander, except 
Themistocles, with surprising unanimity, 
came out strongly in favour of doing noth
ing at all. Stay on the defensive. they ar
gued. Let Xerxes ' admirals make the /irst 
move. Themistocles alone argued for an 
immediate attack. .. Finally a compromise 
solution was reached. The Greeks would 
do nothing until late the following after
noon. lf by that time there had been no en
emyoffensive, Themistocles could put his 
plan into action. .. The Persians made no 
move towards Artemisium .. . So, aboutfour 
or five 0 'clock on the afternoon of 18 Au
gust, the Greek fleet put out across the 
straits in close battle formation, probably 
the last thing on earth Xerxes' admirals had 
been expecting. .. The Greeks, re~ving on 
their superior expertise countered [the 
Persian moves} by a 'hedgehog' maneu
ver known as the kyklos (circle). Vessel af 
ter vessel peeled off radially. until the fleet 
resembled a giant wheel, in which the tr
iremes were the spokes-bows-on to the en
emy, sterns converging inwards. From this 
position they moved out to the attack. .. 
When gathering dusk broke off the action, 
the Greeks had captured thirty enemy ves
sels... Shortly after dark another violent 
storm broke out- not the meltemi this time. 
but a southeast sirocco-with torrential 
driving rain, and loud peals of thunder from 
the direction of Mt Pelion ... What with this. 
and the thunder and rain, all coming so 
soon after a hard-Jought sea-battle, the 
Persian sailors fell into something of a 
panic. To cap their other troubles, the si
rocco caught a number of vessels riding in 
open water, blew them on the rocks, and 
wrecked them. A similar fate befell the 
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squadron circumnavigating Euboea ... By 
noon on 19 August Themistocles and Eu
rybiades ... proceeded to repeat the previ
ous day's hit and run raiding tactics. To
wards evening they swooped down on Xe
rxes' Cilician squadrons, put a number of 
vessels out of action, and then withdrew to 
Artemisium-this time without waiting for 
a full-scale engagement to develop. Two 
such quasi-victories on successive days 
gave a much-needed general boost to 
Greek naval morale; and their sense of 
urgency was sharpened by the news that 
Leonidas' troops were now under heavy at
tack at Thermopylae. 

Indeed, early on the J 8 of August, Xe
rxes had decided to "launch afrontal as
sault on Leonidas ' position at the Hot 
Gates. The Great King had waitedfor four 
days now, and all in vain. The fleet had 
failed to make the expected breakthrough. .. 
The storms and rain which played such 
havoc with Persia's navy must have seri
ously hampered operations on land. All the 
time, too, as unit after unit of Persia 's huge 
expeditionary force came straggling across 
the plainfrom Lamia, the number of mouths 
to befed was steadily increasing. .. Xerxes 
had, in every sense of the word, reached 
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an impasse. The Hot Gates had to be 
forced; and there was, unfortunately, only 
one method, now, by which Xerxes could 
attempt to force them. Attacking Leonidas 
head-on was a brutal, messy, and funda
mentally inefficient maneuvre, which neu
tralized the Persian 's' one great advan
tage, overwhelming numerical superiori
ty. Xerxes must have hated having to order 
such an attack. Ephorus makes a reveal
ing comment on his initial choice of shock
troops: 

... He put the Medes in front of all the 
other peoples, either because he preferred 
them by reason of their courage or because 
he wished to destroy them in a body; for 
the Medes still retained a proud spirit, the 
supremacy which their ancestors had ex
ercised having only recently been over
thrown. And he also designated together 
with the Medes the brothers and sons of 
those who had fallen at Marathon, believ
ing that they would wreak vengeance upon 
the Greeks with the greatest fury [Diod 11. 
6.3-4]. 

... So, early that August morning, the 
struggle for Thermopylae began. The 
Medes charged, to break like waves against 
the Spartan shield-wall. Persian casualties 
were enormous, and had been anticlpat-

ed; the moment one man fell , another 
pressed forward to take his place, and 'in 
spite of terrible losses [the MedesJ refused 
to be beaten off' ... At last, after a severe 
mauling, this battered division, was pulled 
out of the front line, and replaced by con
tingents of Cissians and Sacae tribesmen. 
These, says Ephorus, joining the struggle 
fresh as they were against men who were 
worn out, withstood the hazard of combat 
for a short while '. After that, it was the same 
story as before. Leonidas' grim veterans, 
muscles cracking with fatigue, still main
tained that awesome parade-ground disci
pline which had made them a byword 
throughout Greece. At one point they even 
carried out, successfillly, that most hazard
ous of all maneuvers, a feigned retreat, 
wheeling about the moment their pursuers 
broke ranks, and slaughtering them in vast 
numbers. Three times, it is said, Xerxes, 
watching the progress of battle, leapt up 
from his throne in anguish. The whole of 
the pass was now littered with corpses, and 
the Spartans showed no sign of cracking. 
Finally the Great King sent up the famous 
Guards Division, the Ten Thousand Immor
tals, under the general Hydarnes. These, 
too, after a short and savage engagement, 
were hurled back in disorder. Dusk was 
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now falling, and Xerxes, for that day at 
least, abandoned the struggle. 

"On the morning of 19 August, Xerxes 
mounted his second assault on the Hot 
Gates. This time, he formed a special bri
gade, consisting of 'such men as were re
puted to be of outstanding bravery and dar
ing '. Hisformal exhortation to them was a 
classic blend of stick and carrot: if they 
stormed the pass they would obtain rich 
rewards, if they broke ranks and fled they 
would be executed. The Great King also 
seems to have calculated that the Greeks, 
as Herodotus says, being so few in number 
might be badly enough disabled by wounds 
to preventjUrther resistance '. This assump
tion proved disastrously mistaken. The 
Greek territorial divisions continued to take 
their turn in the front line-all except the 
Phocians, still guarding the all-important 
hill track over Kallidromos. Some. accord
ing to Ephorus, were so fired by patriotic 
zeal that they refused to be replaced: 1 see 
no reason why this detail should be a mere 
rhetorical embellishment. [By contrast} 
when Xerxes' troops turned in flight. the 
'barharians who were stationed in reserve ' 
blocked their way and forced them back 
into the breach ... Eventually Xerxes was 
forced to call oJlhis attack once more. Per
sian morale was by now. clearly. at a very 
low ebb indeed. while Xerxes himself was 
'in a state of dismay, believing that no man 
would have the courage to go into baffle 
again'. The impasse, unresolved. contin
ued to baffle him: he had no idea what his 
next move should be. 

"It was at this crucial point that there 
appeared a man from Malis named Ephi
altes, seeking audience of the Great King 
... He had come, says Herodotus, 'in hope 

of a rich reward, to tell the king about a 
track which led over the hills to Thermopy
lae '. Tradition associates several other 
names with this act of hetrayal: one man 
from Carystus, another from nearby Anti
cyra, and two Trachinians. It is more than 
likely that any of these volunteered infor
mation concerning the route over Kallidro
mos; but only Ephialtes was prepared to 
guide an outflankingforce along it at night 
(aided, nevertheless, by thefoll moon), and, 
like Herodotus, '1 leave his name on record 
as the guilty one '. Xerxes was delighted, 
and small wonder; here at last, when he 
was almost at his wits' end, was the open
ing he had sought so long and at such enor
mous cost. 

He at once sentfor Hydarnes, the com
mander of the Immortals. After the events 
of the past two days, and with so hazard
ous an operation in view, only seasoned 
professional troops could be trusted: de
moralized conscript levies. or wild undis
ciplined tribesmen. would be worse than 
useless. Xerxes carefully briefed Hydarnes 
on Ephialtes ' information. and ordered him 
to set out at dusk. 'about the time the lamps 
are lit '. Crossing the mountain would be 
an all-night task, and there was always the 
risk of encountering opposition en route
though Persian intelligence does not. in 
fact, appear to have known about the pres
ence of the Phocian brigade above 
Palaiodhrakospilia. If all went well. Hy
darnes would come dmvn near Alpeni 
about mid-morning. and at once attack 
Leonidasfrom the rear, when his front was 
already engaged. .. .. 

"The Persians climbed steadily a/l 
night. About dawn they were marching 
along the mountain-ride of Nevropolis 

through thick oak-woods. The recent storms 
had shaken down a large number of dry 
leaves from the trees, and as they advanced 
Hydarnes ' Ten Thousand made a great 
crackling and rustling The air was abso
lutely still, with not a breath of wind stir
ring, and this noise of boots kicking up 
leaves seems to have been the first intima
tion the Phocians had that a large enemy 
force was approaching. (What, one won
ders, had happened to their sentries and 
outposts?) They were still struggling into 
their armour when Hydarnes descended on 
them. At first he thought, in some alarm, 
that they might be Spartans. On learning 
the truth, he ordered up his archers-the 
Phocians had bivouacked in an open mead
ow- and, with one well-concentratedfusil
lade of arrows. sent them scuttling igno
miniously for the safety of a nearby hill
top. Having thus cleared his line o.fmarch. 
Hydarnes took nofilrther notice of the Pho
cians, but pressed on along the track to 
Palaiodhrakospilia. This was an exception
al piece o.fluckfor him. Had the approaches 
to Nevropolis been held inforce. his chanc
es o.f breaking through would have been 
minimal. 

The Spartans learned ofHydernes ' out
flanking movement while it was still dark, 
though probably not long b(!fore his fatal 
dawn encounter with the Phocians. since 
otherwise Leonidas would surely have 
rushed reinforcements to the sllmmit of 
Kallidromos. The in(ormation reached 
them from deserters [(rom the Persian 
force]. Ionian Greeks who developed sud
den ethnic qualms in a crisis ... .. 

"Soon after dawn Leonidas '.\' lookouts 
came hurrying down the mountainside . 
Hydarnes had broken through: in a fell' 
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hours the Thermopylae line would become 
a deathtrap. The Greek commanders at 
once held a council of war. Opinions, Hero
dotus records, 'were divided, some urging 
that they must on no account abandon their 
post, others taking the opposite view. The 
result was that the army split; some dis
persed, the men returning to their various 
homes, while others made ready to stand 
by Leonidas. ' This version of events is sel
dom quoted, and indeed Herodotus him
sefJ at once gives the alternative canonical 
tradition which today as in antiquity, has 
all but eclipsed it. According to the Leg
end, Leonidas dismissed his Peloponnesian 
and local allies before the final battle, not 
wishing to waste the lives of goodfighting 
men unnecessarily, and himself 'remained 
behind with his bodyguard of 300 Spartans 
to fight and die as an act of devotion, per
formed in fulfillment of a Delphic oracle. 
In that case we may well ask, why did he 
keep the Thebans and Thespians with him 
to the bitter end, in defiance of his own 
order? The [ThebansJ, it is alleged, stayed 
against their will; Leonidas was keeping 
them as hostages. This nasty libel on a 
group of very gallant men was long ago 
refuted by Plutarch ... As to the Thespians, 

we are asked to believe that they simply 
insisted, against orders, on sharing Le
onidas 'fate. 

The truth, surely, is far simpler, and no 
whit less credible to Leonidas himself, how
ever it may reflect on the reputation of his 
allies. Both the Thespian and the Theban 
contingents stayed to the bitter end because 
they alone had volunteered to do so; and 
at this point, faced with a mass defection, 
Leonidas needed all the volunteers he could 
get. One can imagine, all too easily, that 
contemptuous 'Go then!' which the dour, 
grizzled Spartan king flung at the men who 
had failed him in his hour of crisis-and 
which, to save their own honour, would 
afterwards represent as an unchallenge
able military order. So his confederate 
troops, unit by unit-Tegeans, Locrians, 
Mantineans, the men of Corinth and Or
chomenus and Mycenae-marched away 
southwards to safety, along that narrow, 
dust-laden road between the mountains and 
the sea, leaving the fate and the honour of 
Greece in Leonidas' hands. [Ed. Note. Still, 
their departure may have been a deliberate 
strategic decision to save the lives of those 
men so that they could fight the Persians 
another day under more favorable condi-

tions]. "There could be no question ofto
tal withdrawal: the pass must, at all costs, 
be held for as long as possible. If Ther
mopylae was abandoned, Xerxes 'cavalry 
would cut the retreating Greek army to rib
bons. The position of the fleet at Artemisi
um would be seriously jeopardized. Per
haps most important of all, if central and 
Southern Greece did not rally now, did not 
prepare for a last ditch stand against the 
invader, Xerxes had won, irrevocably and 
perhaps for ever. 

[Ed. note. Then, the miracle of classical 
Greece would never have happened]. There 
must be a gesture, a symbol. So, knowing 
his position hopeless, Leonidas-without 
fuss or heroics-prepared to sacrifice him
self and his men for the better saving of 
Greece ... " 

"After the departure of the allies a great 
silence fell. Xerxes had ordered his syn
chronized attack to be launched 'about the 
time of the filling of the marketplace '-that 
is, nine and ten in the morning. Leonidas 
and his tiny army, now reduced to about 
two thousand men (300 Spartans ?900 
Helots, 700 Thespians, 400 Thebans. This 
gives a total of2,300: Ifwe deduct 300 for 
absentees and casualties incurred during 
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the previous two days' fighting, we shall 
probably not be far out) took a hearty 
brealifast, with the object of giving them
selves stomach and energy for the coming 
struggle; the King told them to make the 
most of it, 'since they would dine in Ha
des. ' A native of Trachis, who came into 
the camp with the latest news about 
Xerxes 'dispositions, warned his listeners 
that the Persians shot their arrows in such 
an enormous volume as to blot out the sun. 
'Excellent, ' retorted one well-known Spar
tan wit, 'then we shall fight in the shade '. 

"So Leonidas and his men stood to arms 
for the last time, silent because there was 
nothing left to say, waiting patiently as the 
August sun climbed the sky, and their shad
ows shortened, and the air filled with that 
odd blended scent of thyme and sulphur and 
the brackish tang of the sea marshes. Many 
of them were wounded: hardly a shield or 
helmet but bore witness to the fearful bat
tering they had taken during the past 
forty-eight hours. Then, about nine 0 'clock, 
Xerxes ' battalions began to advance to
wards the neck of the pass. Leonidas, de
termined to make the final engagement a 
costly one for the Persians, now moved his 
line forward, beyond the wall, and de
ployed it on wider ground, where there 
would be more elbow-room for slaughter. 
Once Hydarnes and the Immortals came 
down the tree-clad mountain-side it would 
all be very soon over. Watching for the 
ominous glint of metal among the pines, 
Leonidas knew how short his time was. 
Then the first waves of attackers were on 
them, and all else was forgotten as they 
flung themselves, withfurious desperation. 
into that harsh, bloody, and immortal strug
gle. 

'Many of the invaders fell', Herodotus 
notes with appropriate laconic concision
and then adds, never able to resist the free
dom versus slavery antithesis, 'Behind them 
the company commanders plied with whips, 
onving the men remorselessly on. ' Some 
were drowned in the shallows; others fell 
and were trampled to death, by friends or 
enemies without distinction. When Le
onidas himself died. the Spartans fought 
savagely over his corpse, and at last suc
ceeded in dragging it away. By now most 
of the defenders' spears were broken, and 
they had only their swords or daggers. 
Then, at last, the long-awaited message was 
passed from mouth to mouth. 'They are 
coming' No need to say who 'they' were. 
The survivors now withdrew, still in good 
order, to a little moundjust behind the wall, 
at the narrowest part of the Hot Gates. Here 
they resisted to the last with their swords, 
if they still had them. with their hands and 
teeth, until the Persians. coming on from 
the front over the ru ins of the wall and clos
ing in from behind, finally overwhelmed 
them ... It was all over by midday. .. When 
the body of Leonidas was discovered, the 
Great King had his head cutoff and fIXed 
on a pole-a barbarous and uncharacteris
tic gesture, but then the Spartan had given 
Xerxes more trouble than he had bargained 
for ... .. 

''The example of Leonidas cut clean 
across mere parochial allegiances; it be
longed to all Greece. Dismay very soon 
gave way to a sudden upsurge of ethnic 
pride. The ultimate victories of Salam is and 
Plataea became possible, in a sense, only 
through that splendid and inspiring defeat, 
its spirit clystallized for ever by the clas
sic-and classically simple-epitaph to Le-
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onidas and his three hundredfellow Spar
tans: 

Tell them in Lacedaemon, 0 passerby 
That here obedient to their word we lie. " 

11 2EIN ArrEAEIN 
AAKE~AIMONIOU: 

OT! TH~E KEIME0A 
TOILKEIN11N 

PHMALI nEI00MENOI 

With the fall of Thermopylae, the road 
into central Greece lay wide open. But that 
was not the end of the story. Less than a 
month later in mid-September, the Athe
nians and their allies would defeat the Per
sian fleet at the sea-battle of Salamis forc
ing Xerxes to withdraw and go back to Asia 
Minor. He left his senior general Mardo
nius in Greece with a sizable part of the 
Persian army. Exactly one year later in the 
summer of 4 79 B.c. he was forced to fight 
with the allied Greek army at Plataea. His 
defeat and his death marked the end of the 
Persian invasion. Greece was now safe and 
free, ready to launch what we know today 
as classical Greek civilization. 

Professor Green describes with dramat
ic detail the sea battle of Salamis, and the 
bloody battle at Plataea, as well as the bat
tle of Marathon ten years earlier, but those 
who wish to read Peter Green's masterful 
narrative will have to purchase his book! 

D.G.K. 

Peter Green is Dougherry Centennial 
Professor of Classics at the University of 
Texas. A historian, critic, essayist, transla
tor and novelist, his other books include 
Alexander to Actium; The Historical Evo
lution of the Hellenistic Age, Alexander of 
Macedon 356-323 B.C., The Laughter of 
Aphrodite: A Novel about Sappho and 
Lesbos, and a translation of Apollonios 
Rhodios' The Argonautika:The Story of 
Jason and the Quest for the Golden Fleece. 

For Subscriptions to the 
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CAPITOL HILL CONFERENCE ON CYPRUS 
Organized by the American-Hellenic Institute 

On June 10, 1998 the American Hellenic 
Institute Foundation (AHIF) in cooperation 
with the Hellenic American National Coun
cil CHANC) and Hellenic American Wom
en's Council (HA WC) presented a confer
ence on Capitol Hill on the United States 
and Cyprus: The Challenges for American 
Foreign Policy for Cyprus, Congressional 
speakers included Senator Gordon Smith, 
Chairman Senate Foreign Subcommittee on 
European Affairs, Representative Ben Gil
man Chairman House International Rela
tions Committee, and Senators Joe Biden 
(D-DE) and Paul Sarbanes (D-MD), and 
Representatives Rob Andrews (D-NJ), 
Michael Bilirakis (R-FL), Ron Klink 
(D-PA), Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), Rob
ert Menendez (D-NJ), Michael Pappas 
(R-NJ'), Donald Payne (D-NJ), Ileana 
Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) and Brad Sherman 
(D-CA). 

The Administration was represented by 
Ambassador Thomas Miller, Special Co
ordinator HE Andros Nicolaides, Ambas
sador for Cyprus delivered the keynote lun
cheon address. Greetings were given by HE 
Loucas Tsilas, Ambassador of Greece, and 
the Honorable Elefthenios Veryvakis, 
Chairman, the Greek Parliamentary Com-

Senator Paul Sarbanes (D-MDj 

JULY-AUGUST 1998 

Conference Attendees 

mittee on Defense and Foreign Affairs. Secretary Henry Kissinger's policies to-
Private sector and academic speakers ward Turkey and Cyprus, Professor Van 

included Ambassador Tom Boyatt, Presi- Coufoudakis, Dean, School of Arts and 
dent, Boyatt Woods Enterprises, who as the Sciences, Indiana University-Purdue Uni
Cyprus Desk Officer in 1974 opposed then versity, and Professor Elizabeth Prodro-

Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (D·NYj Congressman Benjamin A. Gillman 

21 



mou, Princeton University. 
The conference covered the full range 

of issues relating to U.S . policy toward 
Cyprus. Among key insights presented 
were the following: 

Chairman Gordon Smith: "I have a 
strong personal interest in making sure that 
the U.S. relationship with Greece and Cy
prus works." 

"President Clerides is open, offering a 
multiplicity of solutions, willing to coop
erate. I did not find the same openness from 
Mr. Denktash, but I found demands that 
frankly made negotiations very difficult to 
start. " 

Senator Joe Biden: "The bottom line is 
the Turks, no matter how you cut it. Right 
now, it is the Turks. They are not involved. 
They are not engaged." 

"Recognition of the so-called 'Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus' is a 
non-starter." 

"Holbrooke hit a stone wall of Turkish 
Cypriot obduracy in the form of two pre
conditions: recognition of the TRNC and 
withdrawal of Cyprus' application to the 
European Union." 

Chairman Ben Gilman: "We are hear
ing from certain Turkish officials that the 
present situation on Cyprus, a division on 
the island and 35,000 Turkish troops is a 
solution, their solution. This of course is 
completely unacceptable to our nation and 
the international community." 

"Cyprus cannot and must not be held 
hostage to the problems within Turkey." 

Eugene T. Rossides. Chairman o/the American Hellenic Institute Foundation. with Senator 
Gordon Smith, Chairman Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee on European Affairs. 

Michael Bilirakis: "Turkey has been in
transigent. Turkey has been stubborn. Cy
prus has not built up its defense or any
thing of that nature. So Turkey acting the 
way they are and rationalizing that with the 
S-300 delivery is just blowing smoke." 

Ron Klink: "We cannot forget Turkey 
is the aggressor. They are the provocateur." 

"We cannot allow geostrategy to get in 
the way of what is right." 

Carol Maloney: "Denktash is the brick 
wall. Denktash came forward with abso
lutely impossible conditions." 

Robert Menendez: "Ankara is respon
sible for the lack of progress in Cyprus and 
Denktash is the intransigent party in the 
negotiations. " 

"Peace in Cyprus begins when the last 
boot of the last Turkish soldier leaves the 
northern occupied side." 

Donald Payne: "I am also a little con
cerned with the activities between Israel 
and Turkey having maneuvers militarily. I 
do not think we should encourage that. I 
think we should tell Israel that they should 
not be engaged with Turkey in the maneu
vers out in the ocean which seem like in
timidation. It is not good." 

Ileana Ros-Lehtien: "Now is the time for 
the Administration to bring the heat of the 
government's full weight and pressure to 
Turkey so that Turkey gets out of Cyprus 
once and for all." 

Brad Sherman: "It is time to recognize 
the legitimate defense needs of Cyprus and 
to be willing to have some really excellent 
missiles made in Southern California avail
able." 

"We should not be talking to Denktash. 
We should be talking to the Turkish Gen

eral Staff. That is the puppeteer." 

(L. to R.) Dr. Takey Christ, Congressman Donald M Payne (D-NJ) Savvas Tsivikos 

Ambassador Tom Miller: 'We think a 
lot of the answer to the Cyprus problem 
lies in Ankara. At that press conference 
(May 4 in Nicosia) for the first time I can 
ever tell we pointed the finger where it 
should have been pointed. We said that the 

22 GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 



(L. R.) Dr. Takey Christ Hon. Andreas Nico
laides. Robert G. Andrews (D-NJ) 

responsibility for the lack of progress on 
this occasion was on the Turkish side." 

The Turkish side set out certain precon
ditions. We are not going to recognize the, 
and I put it in quotes, 'TRNC.' And the 
second thing they (the Turkish side) insist
ed on was that the Republic of Cyprus with
draw its application for European Union 
membership. And we also said on this one 
- it was not going to happen." 

"Threats to attack Cyprus are unaccept
able. Any attack on the missiles would have 
serious consequences for our relationship." 

"We are not going to give ·up. This 
(deadlock in Nicosia) was a set-back. I Will 
not promise before you today that we are 
definitely going to succeed. I will promise 
you we are going to fall on our swords in 
trying." 

"We support the unconditional acces
sion of Cyprus to the European Union." 

Ambassador Nicolaides: "Not only does 
the Turkish side refuse to cooperate but 
constantly demands more concessions on 
our part and puts new unacceptable pre
conditions to return to the negotiating ta
ble." 

Ambassador Tsilas: "Cyprus is a cause 
for everyone. Might does not make right." 

Mr. Veryvakis: "The Cyprus problem 
is a glaring anachronism." 

Ambassador Boyatt: "A Cyprus solution 
is possible, but it is only possible if the U.S. 
steps up to its responsibilities and remem
bers its own guilt for the status quo in Cy-
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prus. So we have a redemption factor here." 
Dr. Coufoudakis: "We cannot accept 

schemes that will destroy the Republic of 
Cyprus and will sanction the fruits of ag
gression." 

"We must not allow the latest plans of 
the Departments of State and Defense to 
be implemented." 

"Cyprus and Greece, like the United 
States, support a stable, democratic, secu
lar, European, and rule-of-Iaw oriented 
Turkey. Their differences with Washing
ton today are on how to achieve these goals. 
We strongly believe that this cannot be 
done through the appeasement of Turkey 
because this will place at risk the indepen
dence, sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of Cyprus and Greece." 

Professor Prodromou: "US policy has 
predictably pushed Turkey toward rogue 
state behaviors. Turkey is fast turning into 
a rogue state." 

AHIF President Eugene T. Rossides 
delivered the final paper in which he called 
for a realistic U.S. policy based on the true 
issues. Mr. Rossides pointed to the U.S. 
complicity in the 1974 Turkish invasion. 
He stated that "the U.S. needs to concen
trate on the true issues of aggression, oc
cupation, and American values. The Ad
ministration present fallacious approach 
allows Turkey to deny these issues, caus
ing the negotiations to degenerate into a 
barren process. The time has come to put 
U.S . policy onto a realistic basis by engag
ing the true issues. What is lacking is polit
ical will in the White House and State De
partment." 

Professor Van Coufoudakis was the con
ference program coordinator and Dr. Dean 
Lomis, Director Emeritus, University of 
Delaware International Center, acted as 
moderator. 

The Cyprus Problem 
The Cyprus problem been on the inter

national agenda since Turkey's illegal 1974 
invasion. In the face of Turkish intransi
gence, twenty-four years of negotiations 
have failed to produce a settlement. Near
ly ten years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
a similar physical barrier still separates the 
two communities in Cyprus. 

The absence of progress damages im
portant national interests of the United 
States in the Eastern Mediterranean. The 
time has come for a realistic approach in 

Ambassador Thomas J. Miller. Special Co
ordinator for Cyprus 

which the U.S. engages the true issues. 
Negotiations have failed to produce a 

settlement because of the faulty approach 
adopted by the U.S. since 1974 that Cy
prus is a traditional diplomatic problem 
where meet-in-the-middle negotiations in
volving compromises by each side can 
solve the problem. Despite compromises 
made by Cyprus, Turkey has not recipro
cated. To break the deadlock, the U.S. must 
follow a realistic approach based on the 
fundamentally clear and straightforward 
issues underlying the Cyprus problem. 
These are: 

-The Cyprus problem is one of aggres
sion and illegal occupation by Turkey. 

-The Republic of Cyprus is the victim 
of Turkey's aggression and illegal occu
pation. 

-For 24 years, Turkey has violated the 
will of the United States and the United 
Nations to cease its illegal occupation of 
Cyprus and not to recognize or give any 
other assistance to the illegally occupied 
areas . Instead it has reinforced its forces 
there and illegally sent Turkish settlers 
there. 

The United States bears a national re
sponsibility for the Cyprus tragedy. Speak
ing publicly in Nicosia on November 11, 
1997 Ambassador Richard Holbrooke de
scribed U.S. sanctions in 1974 as "shame
ful." At a Capitol Hill conference on Cy
prus on June 10, 1998, Ambassador Tom 
Boyatt, the State Department's Cyprus desk 
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officer in 1974, stated that "a Cyprus solu
tion is possible if the U.S. steps up to its 
responsibilities and remembers its own 
guilt. So we have a redemption factor here." 

-In 1974 the U.S. encouraged the ille
gal coup against President Makarios by the 
Greek junta leader General loannides. 

In July and August 1974 the U.S. en
curaged Turkey to invade Cyprus and then 
to seize a further 33 % of the island. 

-In its illegal 1974 invasion Turkey used 
arms supplied by the U.S. 

-Following the invasion the U.S. failed 
to apply to Turkey the 1961 Foreign As
sistance Act mandating the immediate halt 
in U.S. aid to an instigator of aggression. 

The time has come to restore these es
sential facts to the center of pol icy. Turkey 
is overwhelmingly responsible for the Cy
prus problem by its aggression and illegal 
occupation. Instead of a barren process of 
negotiation which allows Turkey to deny 
this fact and the U.S. to divert attention 
from the real issues, the Administration 
should now: 

-State that it is ending its current ap
proach and that future talks will take place 
on the basis of restoring the status quo ante 
and the rule oflaw as it applied before Tur
key's 1974 illegal invasion. 

-Identify Turkey as the responsible par
ty for the Cyprus problem. 

-Demand that Turkey complies imme
diately with all relevant UN Security Coun-

cil resolutions. 
-Demand an immediate restoration of 

constitutional government for all of Cyprus 
based on majority rule, the rule oflaw, and 
protection of minority rights. 

-Demand an immediate withdrawal of 
the illegal Turkish occupation forces from 
Cyprus. Insist on the immediate demilita
rization of the island, including the possi
bility of aNA TO force to supplement the 
L TN peacekeeping forces. 

-Institute a realistic diplomatic approach 
including coercive measures against Tur
key such as sanctions and denial of assis
tance from the international financial in
stitutions in the event of Turkish noncom
pliance or any further violation of interna
tional law in Cyprus. 

-Support Cyprus' sovereign right of self 
defense, a basic rule of international pub
lic law enshrined in the UN Charter, includ
ing its purchase of the S-300 anti-aircraft 
defense system. 

-Recognize that Mr. Denktash is not the 
key, but that attitudes in Ankara, where 
under the Turkish constitution the Turkish 
military controls foreign policy and nation
al security, are decisive. Consequently the 
Administration should concentrate its ef
forts on the Turkish military. 

-Pressure Turkey to abandon its military -
dominated approach to Cyprus. 

-Condemn Turkey's measures to incor
porate the occupied areas of Cyprus in vi-

ATHENS CENTER HOTEL 
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A MODERN HOTEL in the heart of the business center of Athens, a few minutes 
from the Acropolis, 136 fully air-conditioned rooms-deluxe restaurant and bar
roof garden, swimming pool with panoramic view of the Acropolis. 

REASONABLE PRICES: 
NOV.lst 1997 to MAR. 20th, 1998: Single Rms 
drs. 13.000. Double Rms 18.600.3 Bed Rms 22.500. 
APRIL 1st, 1998 to OCT. 31, 1998: Single Rms 
16.500. Double Rms 23.500. 3 Bed Rms 30.000. 
Including Continental Breakfast. 

For reservations contact Mr. G. Arsenis in New 
York. Tel:(516) 694-9133, Fax: (516) 753-5439 or 
cOllllllunicate directly with Athens Center Hotel: 26 
Sophocleus Street, Athens, Tel. 524-8511-7. Tel
ex221761 ASCO GR. CBL: CENTEROTEL. Fax: 
524.85.17. 

olation of the UN Charter and Security 
Council Resolutions. 

-Initiate a critical review of U.S. policy 
toward Turkey and, if Turkish intransi
gence continues, apply a coercive strategy 
of sanctions. 

John N. Nassikas 
WASHINGTON - John N. Nassikas, 81, 

who as chairman of the Federal Power Com
mission during the Nixon and Ford adminis
trations championed efforts to deregulate the 
natural gas industry, died of a heart attack 
June 9 at Georgetown University Hospital. 
He lived in McLean, VA. Mr. Nassikas head
ed the commission, then the regulator of in
terstate electric power and natural gas indus
tries, from 1969 to 1975. 

Mr. Nassikas, a former counsel to the New 
Hampshire Public Utilities Commission and 
chief counsel to the Republican minority of 
the Senate Commerce Committee, made it 
clear when he became FPC chairman that he 
favored minimal regulation. Presidents Rich
ard M. Nixon and Gerald R. Ford advocated 
deregulation of the gas industry, a process that 
was stretched out until the 1990s and that ul
timately helped lower natural gas prices. 

After leaving FPC, Mr. Nassikas was a se
nior partner in the law form of Squire, Sand
ers & Dempsey until 1986 and then contin
ued in private practice.He also presided over 
the reorganization of the Public Service Co. 
of New Hampshire, lead owner of the 
Seabrook nuclear power plant. 

Mr. Nassikas was born in Manchester, NH. 
He was a graduate of Dartmouth College and 
received a' master's degree in business and a 
law degree from Harvard University. He 
served in the Navy during World War II. 

Early in his career, he was deputy attor
ney general of New Hampshire. He was 
managing partner ofa Manchester law firm 
before moving to Washington in the late 
1960s to work on Capitol Hill. 

Mr. Nassikas was a director of the Ma
deira School and a member ofthe DC, Fed
eral and Virginia Bar associations. He also 
belonged to the Cosmos, Congressional 
Country and Metropolitan clubs and the 
Kappa Kappa Kappa a social fraternity. 

Survivors include his wife of 55 years, 
Deena Andreson Nassikas of McLean; four 
children, Constance Hohenadel of Char
lemont, MA, Marcy Weathers of Charlotte, 
VT, Elizabeth Lowery of Wallingford, CT 
and John N. Nassikas III of McLean, VA; a 
sister, Sophie Branch of Manchester, NH 
and twelve grandchildren. 
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Brain Power 
In the Service of Hellenism "Demokritos Society of America" (DSA) 

I By Prof. MICHAEL C. GEOKAS I 
"It is scant modesty for man, even ifhe is 

the highest vertebrate, to presume that he can 
predict the cosmic plan on the intensity of 
his joy and pain, or cement the stars togeth
er, with even his highest aspiration".(Homer 
Smith. From Fish to Philosopher. Boston, 
Little Brown, 1953). 

The stars have now congealed and a new 
unique National Organization: DEMOKRI
TOS SOCIETY OF AMERICA (DSA), has 
been created in the United States, with Head
quarters in Alamo, Calif ornia. This is a non
profit, & 501 (c) (3) Corporation, which is 
developing quickly into a HELLENIC 
-AMERICAN THINK-TANK, to include 
Professionals University Professors and Col
lege and University Students from all across 
America and is thus considered to be of Stra
tegic Significance for Hellenism. 

Rationale 
Through the years I have learned a lot 

about the dynamics of the Hellenic-American 
Community, through my direct involvement 
with local and national societies and from 
comparative research of other minority com
munities in the United States. 

I have determined a great need for proac
tive publications on issues deemed important 
to our Community, where it counts most: 
mainly, in Monthly or bi-Monthly Journals 
and in leading Newspapers in America. Most 
of the Hellenic-American Press is excellent 
but is rather unfocused and has a modest im
pact. 

Moreover, there is a need for systematic 
analysis and research, before presenting our 
views to the public and to elected officials, 
concerning our rightful issues. I have also 
realized that our powerful Academic, Profes
sional and College -University student Com
munities, have participated ably, albeit spo
radically and in an Ad Hoc crisis- manage
ment manner, in support of these issues. In 
sharp contrast, our antagonists have (by 
proxy) been very effective, through Ameri
can newspapers and Journals. 

Thus, we do need Hellenic-American and 
Philhellene, "BRAIN POWER" (Academi
cians, Professionals and University and Col
lege Students, in the form of a huge 
Think-Tank) in order to fill the void and to 
present our views more effectively. This is 
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The objectives of DSA are the following: 
- To foster, promote and advance the Hel

lenic Cultural Heritage in America. 
-To vigorously promote Philhellenism in 

America and to cultivate support and under
standing for the vital issues and rightful po
sitions of concern to Hellenism. 

- To strongly support Democracy, Inter
national Peace, the Rule of Law, Human 
Rights and the respect for International Trea
ties, especially in the Eastern Mediterranean 
region and to work against prejudice, discrim
ination and racism of any kind. 

where the DEMOCRITOS SOCIETY OF 
AMERICA (DSA) comes in, with well 
planned Research leading to proactive and af
ter the fact publications, in American News
papers and Journals, plus the writing and cir
culating of position papers and monographs, 
on our key subjects of concern. 

-To organize a sizable core of well quali
fied supporters of this society, which are des
ignated as the Hellenic-American 
Think-Tank. This mechanism will marshall 
Scholarly and Academic talent, to pursue Re
search and Publication of the facts about 
events and to rectify inaccuracies, concern
ing International issues in E. Mediterranean, 
so as to promote the interests of the United 
States and its allies in that part of the world. 

-To promote respect for the laws and the 
Constitution ofthe United States of America 
and to encourage the exercising of civic du
ties. 

I 
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We reach the entire Greek-American & Greek-Canadian community 

• 

Bring your message to Hellenes 
of North America 

Our specialty is communication 
Our goal is to bring the communities together 

Please phone or write: 

P.O. Box 266, Station '0',. Toronto, Ontario M4A 2N3 

Tel. 416/921-4229. fax: 416/921-0723 
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Membership 
-Membership in DSA, will be actively re

cruited by the Board and is limited to indi
viduals with the following qualifications: 

a) have obtained at least a four-year Col
lege or University or hold Masters or Ph.D. 
or a Professional, Degree (M.D., D.D.S., Law, 
Engineering, MBA, e.t.c) or they are Gradu
ate Students working towards a M.Sc., 
M.B.A. or Ph.D. degree, in the United States. 

b) they are members of Faculties or of the 
Administration of Accredited Colleges, Uni
versities or Professional Schools in the Unit
ed States (active or emeritus) or they hold 
Staff or other administrative positions at 
prominent Institutions (e.g. N.I.H., Carnegie 
Endowment and others), or they are Publish
ers or members of Editorial Staffs of 
Hellenic-American Newspapers and Journals, 
or are Journalists, accredited to TV and Ra
dio stations or they are established in Busi
ness in the United States. 

c) espouse the objectives of the Society. 
d) are of Hellenic origin or have demon

strated to be philhellenes. 
-Associate Membership is granted by the 

Board to Students who are enrolled in an ac
credited College or University and are active
ly working towards obtaining a four-year Col
lege degree. 

- Prominent individuals residing within or 
outside the United States and who might of
fer exceptional services to the Society, may 
be granted Honorary membership by the 
Board. 

IN SUMMARY: Demokritos Society of 
America(DSA) is a Hellenic-American 
Think-Tank, which will pursue Cultural and 
Educational activities, as well as Research 
and Proactive and other publications, on is
sues concerning Hellenism, especially these 
related to the Rule of Law and Human Rights 
in E. Mediterranean. 

- Such publ ications will appear in Atlan
tic Monthly, and other periodicals, in the New 
York Times and as inserts in FOREIGN AF
FAIRS. As an intellectual powerhouse, DSA 
has taken a page from the book(s) of other 
successful minorities. DSA is a Society of 
Strategic significance and will bring Brain 
Power to bear, on behalf of Hellenism. There 
is a dedicated Board of Directors, a stellar 
ADVISORY BOARD and a superb Legal 
Counsel. We plan the publication ofa Quar
terly Bulletin for our members and others. 

- Due to the fact that Brain Power, to be 
effective, should be coupled with financial 
power, fund raising is in progress. 
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Group Youth Group at the 
University of Rhode Island 

KINGSTON, R.I.-The University of 
Rhode Island, located in Kingston, Rhode 
Island has a very culturally diverse student 
body. Among the existing cultural groups 
on campus are the Latino Society and Hil
lel, a Jewish organization. Recently sever
al Greek students have come together to 
form the newest branch of the "Hellenic 
Society of Paideia". The University of 
Rhode Island now joins sixteen other uni
versities and colleges that participate in this 
similar program. 

The purpose of this organization is to 
enhance Greek culture and education on 
campus. It has created a common meeting 
ground for people to discuss Hellenic is
sues. The group, which has a foundation 
of twelve students, has made a successful 
proposal to the president of the university, 
Dr. Robert L. Carothers and the foreign 
language department, to offer Modern 
Greek language accredited courses which 
will consist of four levels. A Modem Greek 

-Contributions to DSA are tax-deductible. 
Tel : 510\946-0180 FAX: 510\946-1987. 

WebPage:WWW.DEMOKRITOS.ORG 
Editors Note: 
Professor Michael C. Geokas obtained his 

MD. degree from the National Universwity 
in Athens and his MSc. and Ph.D. degrees 
from McGill University in Montreal. He ob
tained clinical training in Athens at the Evan
gelismos Medical Center as well as in Cana
da and the United States. Dr. Geokas served 
as a member of the Faculties of USc, UCLA 
and UC, Davis Schools of Medicine and has 
published extensively in Clinical and Basic 
Science Journals. He is known in US as a 
successful Medical Executive, Educator and 
Researcher. For the last four years has em
barked into comprehensive research on pop
ulation issues of Europe, including Greece 
and of the Islamic Nations of the Middle East 
and North Africa. Dr. Geokas has submitted 
a proposal to the Greek Government concern
ing the Demographic Problem and has lec
tured and published extensively on this sub
ject both in Greece and in America and on 
April 2, 1997 he was invited fo speak at the 
European Parliament in Brussels on Eu
rope's Migration Crisis. Dr. Geokas believes 
strongly that the combination of Brain Pow
er and Financial Power is urgently needed 
for effective support of the righful causes of 
Hellenism. 

history class would be added due to the lack 
of Greek history being taught at the uni
versity. If the request is approved, classes 
will commence in the fall of the 1998 se
mester. 

The future goals include the building of 
a Greek amphitheater on campus, an of
fice in the multi-cultural center, and rec
ognition by the University's Student Sen
ate. The plans to achieve these goals 
through awareness, recruitment, and out
side support are needed to foster Greek 
education at the University will not only 
serve as betterment to Greek students, but 
to the entire student body, because knowl
edge is the enrichment of the mind. 

The groups efforts are being supported 
by State Senator Leonidas P. Raptakis and 
State Representative Myrna C. George. "It 
is very important to support such a young 
organization which is striving to promote 
and support Hellenic values in our colleg
es and universities throught the United 
States," said Representative George. Sen
ator Raptakis added, "I applaud the efforts 
of such young students, especially Athena 
Giovanis, Art Tsakonas and their col
leagues at the University of Rhode Island, 
who are working diligently in establishing 
and enhancing the Greek language, histo
ry, philosophy, art and culture through the 
Paideia program. It is very important that 
we support these students to preserve our 
rich Hellenic history for present and future 
generations. " 

Anyone interested in obtaining more 
information or helping U.R.I.-Paideia can 
contact Art Tsakonas at 401-782-0986 or 
E-mail A TSA 7268@URIACC.EDU and 
also Athena Giovanis at 828-899 I . 
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KOSOVO IS A SERBIAN, 
NOT AN AMERICAN OR WORLD PROBLEM 

In the late 80's and the early 90 ' s, when 
communism faltered in central and eastern 
Europe the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia 
disintegrated as well. Immediately after
wards, the world witnessed the feverish rise 
of nationalism in these countries. Many 
legitimate and ever more numerous dispar
ate groups were bound to seek indepen
dence or autonomy and the central govern
ments were determined to try to stop them. 
In the former Yugoslavia, the Croats and 
their government in Zagreb have prevent
ed the Serbs from creating two indepen
dent Serbian Krajina Republics with full 
blessing and approval from the United 
Nations and the American government in 
Washington, DC. In a similar matter but 
not to the same degree, the so-called Day
ton Accords kept Bosnia and Herzegovi
na, at least on paper, as one whole state. It 
is interesting to note that the diverse na
tional composition mosaic of former Yu
goslavia was proclaimed unacceptable by 
the world community and partition of this 
country was the imposed solution. Con
versely the Dayton Accord is ordering three 
distinct national groups- the Bosnian Mus
lims, the Serbs and the Croats-to create a 
homogeneous and unified state. History 
and the future will show us the wisdom or 
the failure of this "made in America" solu
tion for the troubled region ofthe Balkans. 

Now the Americans and some of their 
western allies, especially the British, are 
crying wolf again. This time the "big bad 
wolf' is once again, Serbia, or more pre
cisely, its leader Mr. Milosevic, and the vic
tims are the "poor Kosovo Albanians." 
According to the western "history experts" 
such as Secretary of State Mrs. Madeleine 
Albright and British Foreign Secretary, Mr. 
Robin Cook, the Kosovo Albanians should 
be given the right to secede from Serbia 
because the Serb treatment of them is "dis
graceful, repressive and wholly unaccept-
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By DR. NJIEGOS M. PETROVIC 

Professor of Comparative Literature 

University of Scranton 

able." 
For those of us who are better informed 

and familiar with historic facts, it is a sim
ple question of law and order. An illegal 
terrorist organization claiming to be the 
"Kosovo Liberation Army" has decided to 
express its aspirations for freedom by at
tacking, cowardly in the night, a police sta
tion killing the four policemen and wound
ing half a dozen others in the beginning of 
March of 1998. As a response to this mur
derous act, the Serbian government ordered 
punitive action by a special police unit. The 
swift attack was carried out the next day in 
broad daylight. The target was the village 
of Prekaz which served as a base for the 
underground terrorists, the Jashari ' s clan. 
According to the report from the Serbian 
police, the terrorist headquarters was de
stroyed as well as all the occupants in it. 

Unfortunately and regretfully, some inno
cent civilians, including children, were 
among the dead. If the same thing happened 
in Waco, Texas, Northern Ireland, North
ern Spain, or the West Bank of Israel, it 
would be qualified by the media as a ter
rorist act. But because it happened in the 
Serbian southern province ofKosovo, Mr. 
Cook and Mrs. Albright merely raised, their 
"shock, dismay, and concern." The terror
ist attackers were instantly proclaimed "lib
eration fighters" and Belgrade's handling 
of this illegitimate dissent was described 
as "an affront to the universal standards of 
human rights we are pledged to uphold." 
Mrs. Albright and Mr. Cook's intervention
ism does not respect the Serbian govern
ment legitimacy and sovereignty . Mr. 
Milosevic, who by the way is no longer the 
President of Serbia but the President of the 

The books "Greek Cuisine", and "Greek Pastries ", 
by V efa Alexiadou have been published with a new look. 

They are written in Greek and English and you can 
purchase them by sending a check or money order to: 

Estiator Magazine 
421 7th Avenue, Suite 810, New York, N.Y. 10001 

The price for each book is $28.50 including postage and handling 

Her new book "Festive Cuisine ", has also been 
published in both languages 

The price for the book is $35.00 including postage and handling 
(Allow 2-4 weeks/or delivery) ._-----------------------_. 
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Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, may be a 
tough and nationalistic leader but we shall 
remind those highly ranked "specialists" in 
foreign affairs that he is the constitutional
ly elected President of his country. He won 
election twice and although he may not be 
very well liked by Western powers, he has 
the support of the majority ofthe people in 
Serbia.!t does little good to rail against Mr. 
Milosevic's use of "excessive force" 
against the Albanian terrorists in the Ser
bian province ofKosovo. Ifwe, American 
people, are to be fair, we should also pro
test against the similar excess of force 
against the Palestinians by the Israeli gov
ernment and we should criticize the Brit
ish for their brutality in Northern Ireland, 
and definitely protest against our own gov
ernment for the excessive and violent ac
tion in Waco, Texas. By now we should 
have learned that violence and a forceful 
answer to terrorism does not lead to a 
peaceful solution. We learned the hard way 
by the Oklahoma City tragic lesson and 
through the confession of our "own" ter
rorist, Timothy McVeigh. He admitted that 
his actions in Oklahoma were motivated by 
the Waco tragedy. 

Milosevic's action in Kosovo was pre
dictable. In every country there comes a 
breaking point, when the actions of rebels 
or terrorists trigger a response. The killing 
of four Serbian policemen brought this 
wrath ofMr. Milosevic's government. But 
Mr. Milosevic did not create the problem 

in Kosovo. The history of the problem in 
Kosovo is long and extremely complicat
ed and must be learned and understood by 
would-be peace-keepers or mediators. 
Screaming and railing against one or the 
other side (Serbs or Albanians) will not 
bring a solution or peace to Kosovo. 

Kosovo was populated and inhabited by 
the Serbs since the beginning of their ar
rival in the Balkans, circa 7 century A.D. 
It is the historic and cultural cradle ofSer
bia. It is where the first patriarch and the 
saint of Serbia, Saint Sava, founded the 
Serbian Orthodox Church in the city ofPec 
in the 12th century. It is where the Serbs 
fought their holy war to preserve Christen
dom in the famous battle of Kosovo Polje 
in 1389. The Serbs lost the battle against 
the Ottoman Turks but won the war by sav
ing Serbian identity and their souls. After 
World War II the communist dictator Tito 
proclaimed Kosovo and Metohija as an 
autonomous province within the republic 
of Serbia and SFR Yugoslavia. The Koso
vo communist party ruled Kosovo almost 
as another independent republic and their 
ties were closer with Tirana's Albanians 
than Belgrade's Serbs. The Serb inhabit
ants of Kosovo were persecuted, impris
oned, and forced to abandon their land and 
to move northward to Serbia proper by the 
provincial government in Pristina. At the 
same time, a large number of Albanian cit
izens (approximately one half million) il
legally crossed the border and settled on 
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the abandoned Serbian homeland from 
1950 to 1980. Tito conveniently closed his 
eyes to this injustice and flagrant ethnic 
cleansing ofthe Serbian population in Ko
sovo because he himself-a Croat-openly 
disliked the Serbs. The high ranking Ser
bian communist leaders who voiced their 
dissatisfaction and demanded corrective 
action were quickly dismissed from their 
positions and in many instances, arrested 
and accused of anti-government activity 
(Rankovic, Cosic, etc ... ) The national cen
sus of Yugoslavia in 1949, revealed that 
the province of Kosovo and Metohija had 
a popUlation of around 1,300,000 of whom 
650,000 were Serbs and Montenegrins, 
550,000 were Albanians, and the rest were 
Turks, Greeks, Gypsies and others. The 
most recent census at the end of the 80's 
revealed a dramatic change. Over 
1,500,000 Albanians today inhabit Koso
vo, and only 280,000 Serbs remain there. 
One does not need to be an expert in math
ematics to recognize that the Albanian pop
ulation almost tripled in size and that the 
Serb population diminished. Albanians are 
claiming that they have the highest birth 
rate in Europe. It is probably true. Never
theless, one-half million illegal Albanian 
citizens added greatly to their numbers in 
Kosovo. It is interesting to the point out 
that Tito was not the only one who looked 
away when these illegal activities in Koso
vo were happening. No one in the West as 
well as the rest of the world noticed the 
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plight of the Serbs in Kosovo for three de
cades, or at least it appeared this way. Tito 
with his "playboyish, charismatic, and in
dependent" communist leader image was 
never "annoyed" by the Western politicians 
with the situation in Kosovo. Only after 
Tito's death and more specifically after 
1989 when Milosevic greatly reduced the 
autonomy of the Kosovo province, did the 
Western powers begin to react. Contrary 
to the popular misconception of the Amer
ican government and the American media, 
Kosovo did not completely lose autonomy. 
It is still an independent province of the 
republic of Serbia, but what really hap
pened there is that Kosovo Albanians re
fused to accept a reduction of the power 
that they enjoyed having during Tito's re
gime. They boycotted most ofthe elections 
and proceeded to organize their under
ground illegal administration, they refused 
to send their children to school or to the 
university because the official language of 
the country is Serbian. It was this civil dis
obedience that prompted the Belgrade gov
ernment to reinforce military control of the 
province. At the same time, Milosevic and 
his government indicated over and over 
again that it was ready for a peaceful polit
ical dialogue in order to find a solution. The 
majority of Albanians, under the leadership 
ofMr. Ibrahim Rugova, were also ready to 
negotiate but only about complete indepen
dence, the one item that Serbs were not 
willing to talk about.If the Western pow
ers are truly interested in helping and me
diating the situation in Kosovo, they must 
keep out of Kosovo and encourage both 
sides, the Serbs and the Albanians, to gen
uinely attempt to solve their problems 
through peaceful negotiations. Regardless 
of the past historic reality, Belgrade must 
give to Albanians ofKosovo generous mi
nority rights and status.Albanians of Kos
ovo need to be told very clearly by the West 
that they must give up their illegitimate 
claim of independence and stop immedi
ately their terrorist activities.I f neither side 
is willing to give up, we all risk witnessing 
that trouble in Kosovo will ignite more suf
fering and bloodshed, not only there but as 
well in neighboring countries of Mace
donia, Bulgaria, Greece, Albania, and per
haps again, Bosnia and Herzegovina. The 
world does not need another Balkan war 
and neither do the people of the Balkans. 
They have suffered enough! 
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FRANK PARLAMIS 
Builder of over 500 restaurants 

Francisco (Frank) Parlamis 

Francisco Parlamis, a well known mem
ber of the Greek - American Community 
in New York passed away last month at 
his home in Clisffside Park, NJ. 

He was born in Kardamyla, Chios, 
Greece at the time, Frank worked as a car
penter aborad several Greek merchant ships 
until the opportunities arose for him to il
legally enter the United States on Epipha
ny Day, January 6, 1930, at Freeport, Tex
as. 

During the 1930's, Frank worked in 
various jobs - as a steelworker in Weirton, 
West Virginia, as a carpenter in New York 
city, and during brief periods, Frank 
washed dishes in the Greek restaurants. 

In 1939, Frank married the late Phyllis 
Burnago of Newark, NJ, and fathered one 
son, Michael F. Parlamis, in 1940. 

Starting his own business - Frank Par
lamis Inc. - a general contractor and builder 
offood service facilities, Frank was respon
sible for creating over 500 new restaurants 
during the last 50 years . 

Frank directly sponsored and aided 37 
individuals to enter the United States, in
cluding his entire family - his mother and 
father, 2 sisters, 2 brothers and numerous 
nephews, nieces and cousins. 

Moving from Brooklyn, NY to Jamai
ca, NY in the 1960's, Frank became ac
tively involved at the St. Demetrios Church 

and served that community as President of 
the Parish Council, Chairman of the Build
ing Fund Committee, and Chairman of the 
School Board during an era of expansion 
of the St. Demetrios community. He regis
tered as a Great Benefactor of the St. Dem
etrios Community. 

In 1980, Frank Parlamis was bestowed 
the title Archon Depoutatos of the Ecumen
ical Patriarchate by Archbishop Iakovos at 
the Holy Trinity Cathedral, New York City, 
and has also been awarded the Medal of 
St. Paul for his exemplary church service. 

After the loss of his first wife, Phyllis in 
1967, Frank was remarried to the former 
Georgia Moriates of Jamaica, New York. 
He then moved to Cliffside Park, NJ in the 
late 1970's to be nearer his son and three 
grandchildren. 

Since his move to New Jersey, Frank 
maintained continued membership in the 
two church communities - St. Demetrios, 
Jamaica, NY and St. John the Theologian, 
Tenafly, NJ. 

Over his lifetime Frank supported many 
worthy causes and was as well a member 
of several fraternal orders, including the 
Ahepa, Masons, and the Kardamylian 
League. 

Frank Parlamis had a dynamic and pow
erful personality, and had a profound in
fluence on the lives of those who knew him. 
He was a caring and devoted husband, fa
ther, grandfather and great grandfather. He 
loved his family and was indeed, loved by 
them. 

He embraced life with a great passion, 
and lived it fully and successfully. Frank 
Parlamis carved out a life for himself and 
made a "difference" in the lives of so many 
around him. He will not be forgotten. 
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German Responsibility 
in the Armenian Genocide 

A Review of the Historical Evidence of German Complicity, 
by Vahakn N. Dadrian, Cambridge, Mass: Blue Crane Books, 1996 pp. 

I Reviewed by: GEORGE KOURVETARISI 

Vahakn N. Dadrian, an internationally 
well-known scholar on the Annenian geno
cide wrote an exceedingly important and 
scholarly book, not directly related to the 
issue of his long life interest of Annenian 
Genocide, but on the German Responsi
bility in the Armenian Genocide. This 
book is a review of the historical evidence 
of German complicity in the Armenian 
genocide. Indeed, Hitler once said "who re
members the Annenians" in contemplat
ing the Jewish holocaust. The focus of the 
present study is an examination of the role 
that Gennan officials (both military and ci
vilian) played in the Annenian genocide 
by Turkey, then an ally of Gennany dur
ing World War I. 

Using an avalanche of historical sourc
es both primary and secondary (drawn from 
diplomatic history, international law, po
litical science, and official Gennan docu
ments), the author, has written a book in
dictment not only of Gennany but of the 
Western world-an affront against humani
ty. In his words, the author "attempts to 
dissect and expose the lethal role perfor
mance of these officials who, for reasons 
of their own, allowed themselves to be co
opted by the Turk Ittihadist leaders to aid 
the executioners of the Annenian people" 
(p.94). The author believes, "the study is 
also an invitation to consider the entire 
matter as a challenge to historical truth and, 
therefore, ultimately treat it as a moral is
sue" (p. 94). Dadrian argues the Annenian 
genocide is not due to memory amnesia, 
nor is it a "forgotten genocide," but it was 
sacrificed by the altar of political expedi
ency and economic rapaciousness by the 
victorious Entente powers. Seen in this light 
it is more about the distribution of power 
relations in national and international pol-
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itics rather than historical truth. In a dia
bolical sense, the Turkish denial of Anne
nian genocide served as a shield to Nazi 
Gennany. Despite the overwhelming his
torical evidence of the documents, the au
thor states, the Turks continue to deny its 
occurrence. In his words, "Turkey has en
gaged in all fonns of public relations and 
co-optation, cajoling, and intimidation to 
influence the western media" (introduc
tion). According to him, there is a system
atic effort on the part of modem Turkey to 
conceal its crime by changing the archives 
and deleting sentences in a sort of cover-up. 
The book was written primarily for Ger
man audiences by relying a great deal on 
Gennan State archives and documents. The 
author also makes clear that the Gennan 
complicity of the Annenian genocide does 
not in any way exonerate the crime com
mitted by Turkey, which is second only to 
the holocaust in the 20th century. In his 
introduction Dadrian states that "Gennan 
minor officials and consuls stationed in 
Turkey had documented the Armenian 
genocide, sometimes in defiance of their 
superiors or in secrecy. Most of these re
ports were classified infonnation and were 
marked as confidential secret or top secret" 
(p. 11). 

Using a variety of infonnal and secret 
methods such as stealth, conspiracy, and 
secrecy of transactions, Turkey bribed Ger
man and Austrian newspapers and agents 
to suppress any trace of Armenian massa
cres. Turkey also used spies overseas to spy 
on Annenian nationalists. The author ex
amines the legal and international ramifi
cations of the Annenian genocide. He doc
uments the fact that a number of Gennan 
(mostly) minor officials risked their lives 
by objecting to the Armenian carnage in 

the interior of Turkey. By failing to address 
this international crime against humanity, 
the author strongly believes this later led 
to the Jewish Holocaust. Dadrian thinks that 
the Annenian genocide is also an issue of 
international law which the West has failed 
to address. The author found an over
whelming evidence of a mass execution of 
an Annenian labor battalion ordered by the 
German General Bronsart von Schell en
dorf, who worked with the Ottoman gen
eral staff. The rationale ofthe mass execu
tion of the Armenians was justified for se
curity reasons. Both civilian and military 
personnel attest to this crime as eye wit
nesses and reported in many documents. 

A commission on these atrocities, which 
issued its final report on March 29, 1919, 
accused Turkey and its allies (the Gennans) 
of using barbarous and illegitimate meth
ods against the Armenian citizens. Again, 
a committee of jurists in 1920, commis
sioned by the Council of the League of 
Nations, concluded that the official order 
to deport the Armenians en masse "was a 
violation in international law" (p. 19). Two 
German generals, Bronsart (on July 25, 
1915) and Boettrich (on October 3, 1915), 
who served as members of the military mis
sion in Turkey, are said to be responsible 
for ordering the Armenian deportation. 

The author names specific German gen
erals and civilian officials who knew of the 
destruction of the Armenians, such as Mar
shal Sanders, the Pruss ian officer Captain 
Rudolf Nadolny, German Regimental 
Commander Colonel Stange, Lieutenant 
Scheubner Richter, Hauptmann Schwarz, 
Louis Mosel, Oswald von Schmidt and oth
ers. He also mentions Turkish generals and 
leaders of the Special Organization East led 
by Dr. B. Sakir, Alihsan Sabis, Omer Naci, 
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Yakub Cemil, Deli Halit, Cerkez Ahmed, 
and Topal Osman (p. 55). In addition, the 
author documents the ideological complic
ity and zealousness of the Baron Oppen
heim against the Armenians in order to 
please the German emperor. The author 
details Oppenheim's conspiratorial consort 
in plotting the destruction of the Armenians 
(p. 77). Finally, the author examines the 
issue of legal liability by reviewing the 
record made by the Allies and issued as a 
joint declaration on May 24, 1915. This 
record condemned the Ottoman massacres 
ofthe Armenians and those responsible for 
assisting in the genocide (pp. 89-94). 

The book is divided into two major 
parts. Part one covers pages 7-105 includ
ing notes and part two covers pages 
107-198. Each part contains extensive notes 

Tiered Wedding C"ke 

and annotations from various primary and 
secondary sources. In addition, there are 
four appendixes (A, B, C, & D, pp. 
199-271), and a number of photographs and 
names of the major architects (both Ger
man and Turkish generals) of the Arme
nian genocide mentioned in the text (pp. 
273-281). Pages 283-291 include a gener
al bibliography of primary sources of state 
and national archives and official docu
ments including materials from Austria, 
Germany, France, Great Britain, Turkey 
(both Ottoman Empire and the Turkish 
Republic), United Nations, United States, 
and Armenian sources. Also the author in
cludes an extensive list of works on geno
cide and genocide-related topics (pp. 
293-296). Dadrian himself has published 
extensively on the issue of genocide includ-
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ing 5 books, 3 monographs, 34 articles, and 
a translation of a book. 

Part one deals with the German's readi
ness to embrace Turkey's anti-Armenian 
posture. Germany's relationship to Turkey 
extends back to Bismark (1878), the Ger
man nationalist who was instrumental in 
the unification of Germany. According to 
the author, Germany was interested in re
organizing the Ottoman Turkish military 
and Bismark played the broker at the Con
gress of Berlin. Within four years follow
ing that Congress, the first German mili
tary mission arrived in Turkey with the aim 
of reorganizing the Ottoman Turkish Army. 
A number of military missions and eco
nomic elites arrived, including emperor 
William II. Germany was the first country 
to be given the Bagdad Railway Construc
tion Project in 1888 during the reign of 
Sultan Abdul Hamit. 

The Bagdad Railway Construction 
Project was facilitated by two trips of the 
emperor to Turkey in 1889 and 1898. At 
the same time, Prussian military officers 
continued to instruct, train, and rebuild the 
Ottoman Turkish Army (p. 8). It must be 
noted that while these things were taking 
place, the Armenian genocide already had 
started in the closing decade of the 19th 
century. The German-Turkish military and 
economic alliance made the Germans in
different to ongoing Armenian genocide. 
Not only did the official German govern
ment not protest, but emperor William II 
visited Turkey for the second time and was 
welcomed with red carpet treatment by the 
Sultan himself during the Armenian mas
sacres of November 1896. It was obvious 
that in the name of German national inter
ests Germany did not raise the issue of Ar
menian genocide, despite the fact that both 
Bismark and the emperor William II were 
dismayed by Turkish barbarities. Yet, de
spite his knowledge of the Armenian geno
cide, the German emperor praised Abdul 
Hamit as a model for other countries to 
emulate. Moreover, the German emperor 
was against the young Turk revolution of 
1908 which deposed the Sultan. It was this 
revolution that ended the Ottoman empire 
in the Balkans. 

General Bronsart, in particular, knew in 
advance about the real purpose ofthe mass 
Armenian deportation and did nothing to 
prevent the mass execution. Not only did 
he refuse the request to intervene on the 
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Armenian behalf, but he scolded the Ger
man vice consul for wanting to help the 
Armenians. The name of the consul was 
Dr. Max Erwin Yon Schenbner Richter (p. 
23). In his report, the vice consul stressed 
the pitiful and painful condition of Arme
nian women and children slated for depor
tation. He also arranged for the distribu
tion of bread to deportees. General Bron
sart objected against even this humanitari
an help and urged the bread to be sent to 
the Turkish Army (p. 23). Indeed, the 
vice-consul risked his life, not only from 
General Bronsart, but from General Mah-

especially the Armenians, were used by Dr. 
Nazim who was one of the principal archi
tects of the Armenian genocide. These spe
cial Muslim bands were used by the Spe
cial Organization to massacre Armenians. 
One of the major characteristics of the Ar
menian genocide was the forced conver
sion of Armenian women, children, and 
girls to Islam (pp. 49-54). Step by step, the 
author documents the collaboration of 
Turkish-German joint military campaigns 
against the Ottoman Armenians. The Ger
mans knew too well of the Turkish inten-

tion to annihilate the Ottoman Armenians 
in the Caucasus Trabzon region. Indeed, 
the Germans accommodated their allies, the 
Turks, to carry out the Armenian genocide. 

In part two (pp. 107-198), the author 
documents the political and ideological 
determinants for the involvement of the 
German military in the Armenian genocide. 
More specifically the author discusses a 
number of issues including the following: 

(1) The revival of the Armenian ques
tion and the new Turko-German partner
ship in the period interposed between the 

mud Kamil, the commander-in-chiefofthe .. _______________________________ , 

Ottoman 3rd Army. 
It must be stressed that the Turkish war 

propaganda had accused the Armenians as 
being against the Turkish war effort. The 
Turkish high command used this lie as a 
pretext for the Armenian annihilation. In 
fact, according to the author, the Turks cre
ated an artificial rebellion of Armenians in 
order to justify the mass deportation (pp. 
25-30). In addition, Dadrian documents the 
critical role that Lt. Colonel Felix Guse 
(who held the post of Chief of Staff at the 
headquarters of the Ottoman 3rd Army) 
played in the extermination of the Arme
nians concentrated in six Turkish provinc
es (p. 29). In fact, Lt. Guse's model was 
General Bronsart. 

Pages 35-43 is a summary of the key 
support role that the German Chief of Staff 
(the 3rd Army high command) played in 
the initiation of the Armenian genocide. On 
pages 44-54, the author examines the de
cisive role the Special Organization East 
played in the liquidation of the Armenians 
of Eastern Turkish provinces. Dr. Sakir was 
the legitimate chief of the Special Organi
zation East who played a pivotal role in 
organizing and implementing the Armenian 
genocide (p. 43). The Armenians were 
viewed as enemies of Turkey, not only be
cause they were heavily concentrated in 
Eastern provinces, but because they were 
geographically interposed between Turkey 
and the Turkic peoples in the Caucasus re
gion (pp. 44-49). Even today this contin
ues to be the case following the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and the creation of an 
Armenian independent nation. The German 
connection to the Special Organization via 
German secret service agents and surveil
lance are also discussed. The use ofIslam
ic masses against the Christian populations, 
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Armenian intellectuals first victims of the pogrom. 

The last days of an Armenian family in exile. 
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first Balkan War and World War I. Ger
many was the official ally of Turkey, and 
emperor William II of Germany had culti
vated a new and invigorated partnership 
with the young Turk regime. This German 
partnership with Turkey culminated on Au
gust 2, 1914 with the secret Turko- Ger
man military alliance. 

(2) The creation of the German military 
mission and the inroads into Turkey led by 
veteran Prussian officers. The purpose was 
to reform and reorganize the Turkish army. 
The German-Turkish military relationship 
dated back to 1882 when then major van 
der Goltz was commissioned by Sultan 
Abdul Hamit to reorganize the Turkish 
army and train its officers corps. 

(3) The bearings of the German ideo
logical perspectives, and especially emper
or William II, who came to identify with 
the Turkish/Islamic theocracy and regard
ed Turkey as the Prussia of the Orient. He 
compared the Islamic attributes of 
self-denial to his notions of Prussian puri
tanism (p. 113). 

(4) Dadrian documents the complicity 
of the military, the order for the deporta
tions, and the roles that high ranking Ger
man officers played in the Armenian geno
cide, especially the roles of General Major 
Bronsart von Schellendorf, Von Der Goltz, 

Feldmann, Boettrich, Guido von Usedom, 
Wilhelm Souchon, Seeckt, and Count Eber
hard Wolffskeel von Reichenberg (pp. 
116- 136). 

(5) The political indicators of complic
ity are discussed in pages 137-186. The au
thor examines various indicators of the 
German complicity in the Armenian geno
cide including: the role of the emperor 
William II, the high ranking German of
ficers, ambassador Hans Freiherr von Wan
genheim whom American ambassador 
Morgenthau described as "the perfect em
bodiment of the Prussian system" (p. 141), 
and Lt. Commander of the Navy and Ma
rine Attache Hans Humann. 

(6) While Turkey denied any German 
involvement in the liquidation of the Ar
menians before the war, in the aftermath a 
number of Turks came forward to impli
cate Germany, especially the Turkish Inte
rior Minister Grand Vizier Tolat, Turkish 
publicists, a former Turkish foreign minis
ter, two Turkish deputies, and a Turkish 
historian. 

(7) Incidents of concealment and disclo
sure, such as, deletions of foreign office 
documents for financial reasons, injunc
tions of German military and civilian mis
sions in Turkey not to intervene in the pro
cess of extermination of the Armenians (p. 

Covering the great Philadelphia Metropolitan Area, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Southern New Jersey 

EAAHNIKO~ 
PAAIO<l>!lNIKOI: 

I:TA8MOI: 

(610) 543-8815 FAX (610) 543-8402 
* ZOlV'WVO nObO(J(putPO 

art'TllV EAAaba 
* nAtlPW; EtbtlcrEt<; 
* 8EaTpo, natbtKE<; EKrtOllrtEC; 

* n yiVELat KaeE IlEpa crTllV 
O~LOYEVEta 

* EKKAllcria KaeE KUPtaKtl 
* i\aoypmpia, Imopia K.Art . 

6910 Ludlow St., Upper Darby, PA 19082 

JULY-AUGUST 1998 

157), the removal by the Germans of Otto
man General Staff files, a German docu
ment of May 4, 1916 indicating the anni
hilation of the Armenians was ordered by 
the Germans (p. 160-163) and the disclo
sure of two veteran Austrian consuls are 
also examined. 

(8) The anti-Russian ideology in the 
Turko-German partnership and its anti
Armenian repercussions are also discussed. 
A chief exponent of pangermanism and 
panturkism was Tekin Alp, who argued that 
the Slavs were the historical common ene
my of both the Turks and the Germans, and 
herefore an alliance between the two na
tions was "a geographical and historical 
necessity" (p. 167). 

(9) The German political economists 
were rather tacitly supportive of the Arme
nian genocide. 

(10) The view of German experts in 
criminal and intemationallaw that German 
complicity was a by-product of militarism 
is also discussed. 

( II) The testimony from a German 
newspaper editor, who investigated the 
massacres of Armenians by going to Tur
key (pp. 175-182), is also discussed. 

The analysis will not be complete un
less a few words are said about the appen
dixes. The book consists offour appendix
es A, B, C, D (pp. 199-271). Each appen
dix deals with a specific issue and includes 
its own notes. Appendix A, examines the 
transition of prominent German officials 
from service in Turkey to service in Nazi 
Germany later. The author mentions by 
name three such prominent officials who 
served both the Turkish Army and Nazi 
Germany. One official was Franz von Pa
pen, who was the Chief of General Staff of 
the IV Turkish Army in World War I, and 
served as Hitler' s Vice Chancellor and 
President of Prussia (1933-1934). Later he 
became Special Ambassador to Austria and 
helped with the annexation of Austria to 
the Nazi Reich. Other prominent German 
officials were: Kanstantin Freiherr von 
Neurath who served as foreign minister in 
Papen's cabinet. During World War I he 
served as Councillor at the German Em
bassy in Constantinople (1915-1916) and 
was instructed by Chancellor Hollweg to 
monitor the operations against the Arme
nians (p. 199). Others who served both in 
Turkey during the Armenian genocide and 
in Nazi Germany were: Count F. W. Von 
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der Schulenburg, Privy State Councillor 
Frederic Hans von Rosenberg, Wilhelm 
Solf, Albert Ballin, and Lt. General Hans 
von Seeckt (one of the top Prussian gener
als who served as Chief of Staff at Otto
man General Headquarters, and who re
turning to Germany after WWI, laid the 
foundation for the emergence of the We
hrmacht-). In addition, two other prominent 
German generals who also served in both 
the Turkish army and Nazi German mili
tary were Major General Otto von Lossow 
and Major General Kress von Kressenstein 
(p.201). 

Apendix B deals with the indignity of 
decorating the arch-perpetrators ofthe Ar
menian genocide. Both in Berlin and In
stanbul, a host of Turkish military and ci
vilian officials in wartime Turkey were 
decorated with a variety of Prussian and 
German medals, awards, and honors (p. 
205). Some of these honorees who were 
instrumental in the liquidation of the Ar
menians were: Huseyin Azmi, Atif, Haci 
Adil (Arda), Mustafa Abdulhalik (Renda), 
Ahmed Muammer, Mehmed Memduh, 
Tahir Cevdet, and also eight more high 
ranking Turkish military officers received 
German decorations. The German decora
tions reached its apogee of indignity by 
extending its honors to Dr. Behaeddin Sa
kir and Ittihad party boss, interior minister 
and Grand Vizier, Talat Pasa, who by all 
accounts, were the two architects of Arme
nian genocide (p. 216). 

In Appendix C the author deals with the 
issue of differential treatment of the Greeks 
and the Jews vis-a-vis the background of 
the Armenian genocide. In the case of the 
Greeks, the author argues that despite the 
fact the Turks hated the Greeks even more 
than the Armenians, the Turks did not use 
large scale extermination massacres in the 
deportation of the Greeks. One of the main 
reasons was that unlike the Armenians, the 
Greeks had a government. Moreover, 
Greek premier Venizelos warned the Turks 
that in the case of widespread massacres 
against any Asia Minor Greeks, the Greek 
government will retaliate against the Turk
ish subjects of Greece. The Greeks also 
urged the German and Austrian Ambassa
dors to warn Turkey. Another reason men
tioned was the fact that King Constantine I 
of Greece was married to Sophia of Prus
sia, the sister of German emperor William 
II. In the end, over 1.5 million Greeks were 
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also eliminated or expelled from Anatolia 
in the Greco Turkish war of 1922. 

In the case of Jews, the Turks did not 
inflict any serious persecution against them, 
which contrasts sharply with the Armenian 
genocide and the expulsion and destruction 
of Greeks of Asia Minor. The author ar
gues that unlike the ongoing conflicts be
tween Turks, and Armenians and the 
Greeks, the Turks had no ongoing conflict 
with the Jews. On the contrary, the 
Turkish-J ewish relations for centuries were 
in harmony. The Jews found Turkey a ref
uge during the expulsion from England in 
1290, France 1329, Portugal 1497, and of 
course, Spain during the Inquisition 16th 
century. Other factors mentioned in the dif
ferential treatment of the Jews vis-a-vis the 
Armenians and Greeks were: the rise of 
Zionism, the sympathy of Young Turks 
Revolution of 1908 by the Jews ofThessa
loniki, and the Turkish orientation toward 
favorable public opinion in the U.S .A. 

Appendix D has to do with the appeal 
of German writer Arwin T. Wegner, an 
eyewitness to the Armenian genocide and 
to President Wilson in 1919. The text is in 
the German original and in English trans
lation and tells of the horrors he experi
enced as an eyewitness to the horrors in
flicted upon the Armenians in Turkey (pp. 
273-281). There is also a number of pho
tographs of the major protagonists and ar
chitects of the Armenian genocide who the 
author mentions in his text. Also included 
is a bibliography (p. 283-296) divided into 
primary and secondary sources. 

In his final commentary on the issue of 
German responsibility, the author con
cludes that there is an overwhelming 
amount of evidence both direct and indi
rect of German complicity in the Armenian 
genocide. The author believes "what stands 
out in that evidence is a central feature of 
German complicity, namely, the willing
ness of a number of German officials, ci
vilian and military, to aid and abet the Turks 
in their drive to liquidate the Armenians" 
(p. 186). The author continues: "They thus 
qualify to be regarded as co-perpetrators 
and 'accessories to the crime" (p. 186). 
He concludes, "perhaps the historians and 
perhaps even the statesmen of Germany 
will find it pertinent and seemly to recon
sider the central issue raised here. In the 
final analysis what is at stake here is the 
triumph of the forces of civilization over a 

legacy of barbarism that almost succeeded 
in bringing about the expiration of an an
cient nation" (p. 186). 

Dadrian's book on the German Respon
sibility on the Armenian Genocide is one 
of the most researched and documented 
books I have seen written about Armenian 
genocide. The author has done a superb job 
for disclosing one of the major crimes in 
the 20th century, not only against the Ar
menian people, but against humanity. The 
purpose ofthe book was to expose the Ger
man officials and the role they played in 
the Armenian genocide at the tum of the 
century. It is ironic that after a century, 
Turkey has denied the occurrence of this 
crime against the Armenian nation despite 
overwhelming evidence. Political expedi
ency has taken precedence to this crime 
which preceded the Jewish holocaust. 
Dadrian has written his magnus opum, and 
this alone, makes him the pre-eminent 
scholar who made us all aware of such an 
enormous crime in the 20th century. This 
book should be read by all Germans, and 
should be on all reading lists dealing with 
Germany and genocide studies. It is not 
only an indictment of Nazi Germany, but 
it is the moral responsibility of any civi
lized nation and the world. For, as the au
thor argues, the full disclosure and knowl
edge of this heinous crime could have per
haps prevented the Jewish holocaust of 
World War II. 
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Greek-Americans in Review 
ANTHONY J. THIMAKIS 

WILL DIRECT COMMUNITY 

Anthony J. Thimakis of Salt Lake City, 
UT, has been appointed executive director 
of the Greek Orthodox Community of Salt 
Lake City. 

Tony was born in Bingham, Utah on 
December 13, 1953 . He graduated from 
Bingham High School and from the Uni
versity of Utah where, in 1981, he received 
the Bachelor of Science Degree in psychol
ogy. He also holds a master electrician li
cense which he used for several years while 
engaged in his own electrical business. 

As executive director, Tony will admin
ister one of the largest Greek Orthodox par
ishes west of Chicago and the Pacific coast. 
The parish has two churches -The Holy 
Trinity Cathedral, established in 1905, and 
the Prophet Elias church built in 1967. 
Tony Thimakis is also a member of the 
Advisory Board of the Hellenic Cultural 
Association and looks forward to the many 
events planned by the Salt Lake communi
ty, including a multi-million dollar reno
vation and construction program; continu
ation of the pre-school kindergarten pro
gram and plans for a first grade school at 
the Prophet Elias church; and the annual 
Greek Festival in September, one of the 
largest ethnic festivals in America. 

Anthony Thimakis and his wife Judy are 
the parents of Andonia, II, and Alexander 
7. 
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CHRIST KAMAGES ELECTED 
CHAIRMAN 

Christ 1. Kamages of San Francisco, CA, 
has been elected chairman of the Patriarch 
Athenagoras Orthodox Institute at the 
Graduate Theological Union of Berkeley, 
CA. Mr. Kamages, noted architect and 
active Church member, has served on the 
Institute's Board of Trustees and is chair
man of the Long-Range Planning Commit
tee of the Board. He serves on the Archdi
ocesesan Council, on the San Francisco Di
ocesan Council, and on the Board of Trust
ees ofSt. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Cen
ter. As President and Director of Design 
of EKONA Architecture and Planning, he 
has designed many significant public and 
ecclesiastical buildings on a national lev
erl and is currently working on numerous 
Orthodox assignments across the country. 

The inter-Orthodox institution which 
Christ Kamages will head was founded in 
1981 as a center for the study and dissem
ination of Christian Orthodox thought and 
culture. Housed in three buildings facing 
the University of California Campus, the 
Institute has a growing library of 10,000 
volumes, the St. Demetrios Chapel, a mu
seum containing a distinguished collection 
of icons and ecclesiastical items. It offers 
advanced courses in Orthodox History and 
Thought and has the only permanently en
dowed Chair in Orthodox Studies - the Al
exander G. Spanos Chair in Orthodox Stud
ies - established by Alexander G. Spanos 
of Stockton, CA. The Institute has been 
named a "Patriarchal Institute" by the Ec
umenical Patriarchate upon which it is ec
clesiastically dependent. Mr. Kamages 
said: "Our prime focus is to fulfill our mis
sion statement as an affiliate of the Gradu
ate Theological Union at the University of 
California at Berkeley, to educate, commu
nicate, promote and sustain the traditions, 
values, teachings and culture of Orthodox 
Christianity. " 

PROF. V ASSILIOU WINS AWARD 
FOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE 

Prof. Andreas H. Vassiliou of Newark, 
NJ, has been named the winner of the War-

By Sophia Nibi 

ren I. Susman Award at Rutgers Universi
ty "in recognition of the high acclaim of 
his students for the enthusiasm, passion, 
and effectiveness of his teaching; the ex
traordinary time he is known to devote to 
advising students in both classroom and 
laboratory; his mentoring and positive in
fluence on improving the pedagogy ofjun
ior faculty members; and his long and ded
icated concern to his students and their 
welfare." Prof. Vassiliou teaches Planet 
Earth and Environmental Geology. 

Prof. Vassiliou began his career at Rut
gers in 1969, after earning a Ph.D. in Ge
ology and Mineralogy at Columbia Uni
versity. He became the chairman of the 
department in 1977 and served for 15 years 
before stepping down to concentrate on his 
teaching and research projects. He began 
to study Uranium which can be used to 
manufacture nuclear energy. 

Prof. Vassiliou has also worked on sev
eral archaeological deposits to determine 
where the material for certain man-made 
objects came from . He focuses on sites 
from the Bronze Age (1,500 B.C.) period. 

ELAINE M. BAPIS WINS PRAISE 
FOR FEATURE ARTICLE 

Elaine M. Bapis of Salt Lake, UT, won 
high praise for her feature article on Home 
Altar Tradition in Greek Homes which was 
published in the Utah Historical Quarter
ly. Entitled, " In the hands of Women: 
Home Altar Tradition in Utah's Greek Or
thodox Homes," the scholarly researched 
article focused on Greek women ' s adapta
tion of home altars as a means of reserv
ing their cultural identity and promoting 
piety at home. Mrs. Bapis interviewed 
more than 20 Greek women in Utah and in 
other states concerning how their mothers 
and grandmothers adapted to their own tra
dition of home altars. Greek women who 
arrived in America during the wave ofmi
gration early in this century, were at a loss 
for an affiliation of home and church since 
the Greek Orthodox churches in America 
were few and geographically scattered . 
Thus, they resorted to the time honored 
practice espoused in the Gospel by St. Paul 
(Romans 16:3-50), who greeted "home" as 
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a "church." 
Elaine was born in Plain City, UT., a 

daughter of George and Bessie Markos. 
She graduated from Webber College in 
Ogden, UT, and taught at Clearfield High 
School and at Judge Memorial High 
School. She is now adjunct professor at 
Westminster College. She received a Mas
ter of Arts Degree from the University of 
Utah and is a Ph.D. candidate in American 

History and Film at the University of Utah. 
Elaine and her husband Nick M. Bapis are 
the parents of Alethia and Michael. 

Editors Note: This article by Mrs. Bap
is will appear in the September issue of 
the Greek-American Review. 

James G. Zafris, Jr. was awarded an 
honorary doctor of humane letters degree 
by Endicott College in Beverly, MA. Mr. 
Zafris, a banker for 37 years, became chair
man and chief executive officer for Dan
vers Savings Bank in 1982. In 1997, his 
friends established the James G. Zafris Jr. 
Endowed Chair for Entrepreneureship at 
Endicott College. 

Jayne Dranias of River Forest, IL, has 
been recognized by "Custom Builder" 
magazine for the interior design of the Mil
lenium Home in Lincolnshire, IL. Ms. 
Dranias is past president of the American 
Society ofInterior Designers, Illinois Chap-
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ter. 
Chris G. Nahatis of Manchester, MA 

has sold more Saladmasters than anyone 
in the world! Known in cutting circles for 
his more than 30 years of grating gallons 
of cabbages in seconds, Mr. Nahatis was 
the originator ofthe quick-talking TV com
mercials which are shown all over the 
world and which have remained unchanged 
since their inception. He runs his business 
from his own home in Boston's North 
Shore and though he is 65 years old he has 
no plans for retirement. 

Stewardship of time and talents was rec
ognized on June 14, when Metropolitan 
Methodios presented the 1998 Diocese of 
Boston A ward to representatives of the 
New England parishes, chosen by their 
communities for their enthusiastic dedica
tion and service. 

Joe and Tina Skillings were chosen by 
the St. Nicholas Parish in Manchester, NH. 
"They are both long term Parish Council 
members who can always be counted on 
to give an extra effort when needed, work
ing tirelessly behind the scenes to make this 
a special parish", said Robert W. Leuchs, 
the president of the community's parish 
council. 

Tina helps to keep track of the parish 
finances by maintaining the pledge lists. 
She is the person who makes sure the kitch
en is stocked and the coffee made. She is 
always there to help with special events 
such as dinners and the annual lamb bar
becue. Joe is the person who takes care of 
the "little" maintenance needs of the par
ish. He is always available to do what is 
needed, whether a door needs fixing or 
Father Peter Rizos needs someone to take 
him to the shut-ins. 

Sophia Zoulias, was selected by the 
Assumption Parish in Manchester, to be 
recognized by the Diocese on June 14. 
Sophia, a member of the parish's founding 
families has volunteered at virtually every 
parish function. During the community's 
50th anniversary celebration in 1986, she 
was recognized by Archbishop Iakovos for 
50 years of outstanding service, dedication 
and commitment to the parish. A Phi lop
tochos Woman and member of the Daugh
ters of Penelope, Sophia Zoulias worked 
for the Eastern Division of International 
Show Company and for Silver Brothers and 
its parent company Cott Corp. as an ad
ministration assistant. She has a distin-

guished record as a church woman, and as 
a volunteer for the community at large
Salvation Army, the New Hampshire In
stitute of Arts. Say Fr. Nicholas V. Gam
vas, "Sophia is truly an active Christian 
steward in the church." 

G. Spiro Mouflouze was the choice of 
the St. Nicholas Parish in Portsmouth, NH 
for the A ward. Mr. Mouflouze is proud 
for the education he received in the Greek 
language and culture at the St. Nicholas 
Parish, along with his childhood and 
present day friends. Upon his discharge 
from the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Marine 
Corp in 1955 and 1959, Spiro studied at 
Bentley College in Boston and the Univer
sity ofNH at Durham. He is retired from 
the NH State Bureau of Liquor Enforce
ment. 

G. Spiro Mouflouze is married to 
Frances (Mahan) Alex and he attributes and 
shares the Diocesan A ward with her. Says 
he, "without her understanding, patience, 
and love the honor would not have been 
possible." Mr. Mouflouze loves his native 
Portsmouth and our Church. 

He knows that this very special time in 
his life is filled with the true spirit, faith, 
hope and love. 

Peter S. Stamas, a lifelong parishioner 
of the Holy Trinity Parish in Lowell, MA 
was chosen to receive this year's Diocesan 
Award. An Archon of the Ecumenical Pa
triarchate, Mr. Stamas began his active in
volvement in the life of the Church as an 
acolyte at Holy Trinity and continued in 
GOY A on the local, diocesan and national 
levels . He was appointed by Archbishop 
Iakovos to the position of Director of Par
ish Youth and College Division of the La
ity Department and Archdiocesan Repre
sentative to the GOY A National Council 
He has served on the Board of Trustees of 
Hellenic College--Holy Cross School of 
Theology. He has served the Holy Trinity 
Parish on the parish council and in a vari
ety of other capacities. He currently serves 
as special advisor to the Parish Council on 
the Hellenic American School, New En
gland's only Greek Orthodox Day Parochial 
School. 

Elpiniki "Hoppe" Lambouses, was se
lected by the St. George Cathedral in 
Springfield, MA. Born in Springfield, Mrs. 
Lambouses (Georgarudakis) developed her 
love for the Church from an early age and 
has always considered the St. George par-
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ish her second home. Through the years, 
she has served as a GOY A advisor, on the 
Philoptochos Board, on Glendi committees, 
and on various parish functions. Said her 
priest, Fr. Kyriakos Saravelas, "Hoppe is 
the kind of volunteer that every pastro 
dreams having within the parish. She 
works quietly and diligently behind the 
scenes without any fanfare because of her 
genuine love for Christ and His Church." 
Mrs. Lambousis and her husband Harry are 
the parents of George and Steve. 

DR. JOHN C. DEMAKES WILL 
DIRECT A HEALTH RESEARCH 

Dr. John C. Demakis of Oak Brook, IL, 
has been named national director of health 
services research and development service 
for the Veterans Health Administration. He 
has been director of the VA's Midwest 
Center for Health Services and Policy Re
search in Chicago for the last 15 years. His 
special research interest has been the de
velopment of computerized reminders for 
physicians in order to improve adherence 
to nationally recognized standards of care. 

An active churchman in the Greek Or
thodox Archdiocese of America, Dr. De
makis has served the Church as an Altar 
Boy, Sunday School teacher, Parish Coun
cil President. He is a founding member of 
the Orthodox Christian Association of 
Medicine, Psychology and Religion, a 
member of the International Orthodox 
Christian charities, a board member of the 
Orthodox Christian Mission Center in St. 
Augustine, FL, and has served as chairman 
of the scholarship committee for the Hel
lenic Medical Society of Chicago. In 1961, 
as a young medical student, he was sent to 
New Delhi, India by patriarch Athenago
ras to represent the youth of the Greek Or-
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thodox Church at the World Council of 
Churches International Meeting. 

Christos Karagiannes received the Di
ocesan Award representing the Holy Trin
ity Parish, Lewiston, ME. Vice president 
of the parish council, Mr. Karagiannes is 
the presiding chair of most monthly church 
dinners, festivals and dance projects. Born 
in Manchester, NH, Mr. Karagiannes grew 
up in Greece, serving in the Greek Army. 
He returned "home" in 1945, following a 
30-day voyage on a Sweedish passenger 
liner. He eventually married his sweetheart 
from Greece, Aliki Siola, and became a suc
cessful restaurateur. Mr. Karagiannes says 
that "second only to my family is my com
mitment to my church, the Holy Trinity 
parish in Lewiston," where he has been ac
tive since 1949. Mr. and Mrs. Karagiannes 
are the parents of two. 

Viola Trantalis was selected by the 
Holy Trinity, Norwich, CT Parish for the 
Award. Mrs. Trantalis sang with the choir 
for 20 years and still enjoys chanting the 
hymns during services. She has taught in 
the Church School, is an active philopto
chos woman, and is a member and served 
as president of the Fifty Plus group. Mrs. 
Trantalis's husband, John received the Di
ocesan A ward in 1988. they are the par
ents for four. 

George Delyannis, a steward of the St. 
Athanasius parish in Arlington, MA also 
received the 1998 Diocesan A ward. He has 
served faithfully with unconditional love 
as the Church School Director for the past 
15 years and as a Church School Teacher 
at the Annunciation Cathedral of Boston 
for 15 years before that. He has devoted 
selfless service to the community by vol
unteering, without remuneration, many 
hours to help every week in the parish of
fice in the last three years since his retire
ment as an engineer from Raytheon. He 
also devotes countless hours assisting at the 
annual Festival and numerous other events. 

George and his wife Joanne (Diamen
tis) are the parents of three children and 
grandparents of one. 

Eugenia Nikolopoulos who hails from 
Sparta, was chosen for the A ward by the 
St. Nectarios parish in Boston. She and 
her family worshipped at the Annunciation 
Cathedral and then became founding mem
bers of St. Nectarios. Mrs. Nikolopoulos 
was an active member of the PTA and still 
works hard for the Philoptochos Society. 

Demetra Booras was chosen by the Pa
nagia Parish in Cohasset. "Her words are 
measured and sincere," says her Priest, Fr. 
John Maheras. In Calamata Greece, where 
she traces her lineage, her parents were a 
mainstay of the local church. She contin
ued the tradition in her adopted country. 
With her late husband Dionysios, they 
worshipped at St. John's in Boston and 
when they moved, they became stewards 
of St. Catherine's in Quincy. They were 
early and enthusiastic supporters of the 
Panagia Parish where she bakes the pros
foron and works for every function of the 
community. She has given the Greek Or
thodox Church in America a Presbytera, 
Evelyn Kiramarios, wife of Fr. John Kira
marios ofthe Brockton Parish. Mrs. Boo
ras' grandchildren have followed her ex
ample and are stalwart faithful of the 
Church. 

NICHOLAS BASBANES SPOKE 
TO ALPHA OMEGA MEMBERS 

Author Journalist Nicholas Basbanes 

spoke to Alpha Omega members in Bos
ton last month, giving them an insider's 
view of the literary world. 

Mr. Basbanes is a national columnist 
and author of "A Gentle Madness: Biblio
philes, Bibliomanes and the Eternal Pas
sion for Books." Mr. Basbanes is an award 
winning journalist, a book editor, a nation
ally syndicated columnist, and an author. 
He is a regular contributor to such publica
tions as The New York Times, The Wash
ington Post, The Philadelphia Inquirer, The 
Boston Globe, Civilization. He began writ
ing a monthly column entitled "Book Hunt" 
for Biblio magazine in 1996 and is currently 
working on two new books dealing with 
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working on two new books dealing with 
various aspects of the literary world. 

Dyanne Mitropoulis received the Dio
soceanA ward at the recommendation of her 
parish, The Transfiguration, Lowell, MA. 
Mrs. Mitropoulis was born in Lowell and 
has worshipped at the Transfiguration Par
ish since its founding. She has sang in the 
Choir and taught in the Church School. 

In the late I 950s she formed a commit
tee from the graduates of the afternoon 
Greek School and through their efforts they 
held a drive to help purchase the existing 
church pews. An outstanding Philoptochos 
woman, Mrs. Mitropoulis and her husband 
Peter organized a door-to-door campaign 
in the 1960s, with 100 parishioners partic
ipating. The result was the purchase of 
property surrounding their house of wor
ship which has been beautified and is the 
parking lot for the church. In 1976, Mrs. 
Mitropoulis established the announced 
monthly Trisagia as a service to the faith
ful of the Transfiguration Parish. Today, 
up to 420 names are read annually at the 
memorial services. She was also instru
mental in raising the funds to complete the 
beautification of the interior of the church 
with the mosaics admired by all who see 
them.Sharing Orthodox Christianity by liv
ing her faith on a daily basis, Mrs. 
Mitropoulis established the Holiday Shar
ing for the needy of the community during 
the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. 
She has participated in the Mothers' March 
for the March of Dines, fund raised for 
Cancer Research and for many other caus
es. Mr. and Mrs. Mitropoulis are the par
ents of three daughters and the grandpar
ents of two. 

Harris and Bess Jameson received the 
1998 Diocesan A ward representing the 
Annunciaton Cathedral of Boston. Togeth
er and each on their own, Harris and Bess 
have been very involved in the life of their 
parish and the community at large. A 
school teacher, Bess grew up in western 
Pennsylvania. She taught in the Quincy 
and Weymouth public schools and sang in 
the Choir of the St. Catherine parish where 
she also was Junior GOY A advisor. Har
ris who is also an educator and a coach, 
was born in Boston and grew up in the Ca
thedral He taught mathematics at Lynn
field High School where he coached the 
football, basketball and baseball teams. 
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Bess and Harris met at the Cathedral ves
pers and married in 1969. The Cathedral 
has always been a priority for them. They 
both work on the Restoration Committee. 
Bess has served the Philoptochos as its 
president and member. Harris has chaired 
the Youth Committee, coached the Cathe
dral senior basketball team, founded the 
first Boston Invitational Basketball Tour
nament and has attended most local and 
national Clergy Laity Congresses. Harris 
formed a one-man air conditioning com
mittee which expanded to ten. In 1997 the 
efforts of this committee resulted in the in
stallation of a cooling system for the Ca
thedral. 

Harris and Bess have worked tirelessly 
for the Hellertic Nursing Home. He served 
on the finance committee prior to the open
ing of this important facility in Canton, MA 
and introduced Bess to the project. She as
sisted with the newsletter,joined the Wom
en's Benevolent Association Trustees, 
served as president and founded the first 
Radiothon on the Greek Radio program. 

Stratis P. Kostas was honored repre
senting the St. Demetrios parish in Fall 
River. He was born in New Bedford and 
served in the New Bedford parish of St. 
George as an Altar Boy, also attending the 
afternoon Greek School program. A 
Brown University and Rhode Island School 
of Design alumnus, Mr. Kostas served in 
the U.S. Navy during World War II. He 
and his wife Mary began their stewardship 
at the St. Demetrios Parish in Fall River in 
1956. He was active in the Senior GOY A 
for which he chaired the local drive to build 
the Chapel of The Holy Cross at the Sem-
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inary in Brookline. Currently the president 
of the Parish Council he is leading the com
munity in a different kind of building pro
gram, one of fellowship and spirituality. 
Mr. and Mrs. Statis Kostas are the parents 
of two daughters and the grandparents of 
two. 

NICHOLAS J. MELAS APPOINT
ED TO THE BOARD 

Nicholas J. Melas of Chicago, IL has 

been appointed to a two-year term on the 
Illinois Pollution Control Board. Mr. Melas 
is an environmental consultant at N.J., 
Melas & Company, Inc. He served as com
missioner, and later as president, of the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District 
of Greater Chicago from 1962 to 1992. He 
is an Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarch
ate and has served on the Archdiocesan 
Council. 

Said Mr. Melas upon his appointment, 
"I look forward to once again serve the 
public in the state of Illinois in this most 
important work, in safeguarding the envi
ronment for our state for ourselves and for 
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ronment for our state for ourselves and for 
future generations." 

Dr. William Tenet of Roslyn Heights, 

NY, was named one of the best doctors in 
New York in the June 8 issue of New York 
Magazine. A cardiologist in private prac
tice, Dr. Tenet serves as medical director 
for the Cardiovascular section of new York 
Hospital - Queens, as clinical assistant and 
professor of medicine at Cornell Universi
ty Medical College and as Fellow of the 
American College of Cardiology. 

Bill and Pam Brown ofthe St. Nicho
las Parish in Lexington, MA also received 
the 1998 Diocesan Award. Their faith and 
dedication to the church is reflected in their 
two sons, Zachary 17 and Alex 13. Za
chary has served as an acolyte since the age 
of nine and Alex since he turned serve. 
They have been active in JOY, and Zachary 
has continued with Jr. GOY A.Bill and Pam 
have served on many committees, includ
ing the parish council, as youth advisors, 
and on the Church School. Pam's parents 
were among the founding members of the 
parish where she has worshipped since 
then. 

Helen Sarantopoulos was also given 
the Diocesan A ward by Metropolitan 
Methodios. She was recommended by the 
Assumption Parish in Ipswich, MA "for 
serving her church above and beyond the 
call of duty." Her specialty are the special 
events she undertakes: On Palm Sunday, 
worshipers at the Assumption parish en
joy one of the finest coffee hours follow
ing the Divine Liturgy. The Greek Inde
pendence Day Fish Dinner is another of her 
contributions. On Good Friday she enjoys 
decorating the Epitaphion. Her sawing tal-
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ents are shared for many beautification 
projects. She also makes the Altar Cloths. 
Every Sunday, Mrs. Sarantopoulos sings 
in the Choir. She has also served as presi
dent of the Melissa Society and generous
ly shares her cooking talents. Mrs. Saran
topoulos, wife of the late Xenophon Saran
topoulos, is the mother of two and the 
grandmother of two. 

George P. Trearchis was chosen by his 
Parish in Pawtucket, RI. Previously active 
in the Woburn, MA Greek Orthodox com
munity, Mr. Trearchis has served on the 
parish council for several years, chaired the 
annual festival, was a member of the Stew
ardship Committee and assists as "kitchen 
help" when needed. 

George Trearchis served four years in 
the U.S. Air Force. He holds the Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Engineering and the 
Master of Science Degree in Engineering 
Management. He is married to Thespina 
(Triantafilou) who is also from Woburn, 
MA. Their children are also active stew
ards in their respective parishes: Charles 
G. Trearchis at the St. Philip Parish in 
Nashua, NH and Paula McGeady at the 
Panagia Parish in Cohasset, MA. Mr. 
Trearchis hobbies include fishing with the 
grandchildren, photography and "putter
ing" around the house and yard. 

Spiro Doku was sent to the Diocesan 
Awards dinner by the St. George Parish in 
Keene, NH. He and his wife Julie who is 
also an active and dedicated steward, re
tired to Keen from Hollywood, FL where 
Mr. Doku worked for Delta Airlines. Mr. 
Doku is a member of the parish council and 
is found at the church every Saturday, pre
paring the altar, taking inventory and me
ticulously cleaning the sanctuary. Mr. 
Doku was raised in the parish of St. John 
the Baptist Rumanian Orthodox Church in 
Woonsocket, RI. Mr. and Mrs. Doku are 
the parents of Joseph. 

Triantafilos Demopoulos was chosen 
by the St. Spyridon Cathedral in Worces
ter, MA. Mr. Demopoulos was born in 
Serres, Macedonia, Greece and was a chan
tor in his native village. He is is very proud 
that he chanted in Salonika during a Litur
gy celebrated by Archbishop Iakovos who 
was visiting the city. Mr. Demopoulos has 
been chanting at the Worcester Cathedral 
for 28 years. 

Mr. Demopoulos who came to the Unit
ed States in 1970, operates the "Grizzly 

Adams" Steak House in Charlton, MA and 
also own a restaurant in Megans Bay, St. 
Thomas, Virgin Island. He is a founding 
father of the union Chrisorafiton "Megas 
Alexandros" and served as president of the 
organization. He is also a member of the 
National Macedonia Society and a mem
ber of Ahepa. 

Mary Keches who was born in New 
Bedford, MA, and now worships at the 
Taxiarchae Parish in Watertown, MA re
ceived the 1998 Diocesan Award for her 
faithful stewardship at the parish. A Philop
tochos woman, she has served this philan
thropic organization of the Church in many 
capacities and on countless occasions. Her 
quiet presence has endeared her to the com
munity. Her ready willingness to assist 
wherever and whenever she is needed 
comes from her deep commitment to and 
love for the mission of the Philoptochos 
Society. 

George Giokas was chosen for the Di
ocesan Award by his parish ofSt. George 
in Hyannis, MA. He served as President 
of the St. Spyridon Cathedral in Worcester 
where he also taught Sunday School. Mr. 
Giokas loves Byzantine Music and chant
ing and assists faithfully on Sundays and 
weekdays. "You always catch him sing
ing and humming Byzantine hymn," say 
his fellow parishioners. Mr. Giokas and his 
wife Estelle are the parents of Demonda 
and Paula. 

William J. Anthopoulos was selected 
by the Webster Greek Orthodox commu
nity to receive the 1998 Diocesan A ward. 
He has served the parish of Sts. Constan
tine & Helen on the parish council, in the 
foreground and background of all church 
functions and activities. He served in the 
Altar for 15 years and was GOY A advisor 
for five years. Bill's passion is Little 
League baseball since he started as a play
er back in 1964 and has been the district 
administrator for Little League Baseball 
from 1980 to the present. He graduated 
from Bartlett High School in Webster and 
the New England School of Accounting, 
earning an A.S. Degree in accounting. He 
is associated with Sanitary Distributors in 
Connecticut. 
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