
THE WAR GOES ON 
G.O.A.L. Demands Resignation of Spyridon.-The Archidiocesan Council 

rejects purchase of a house for the Archibishop.- Noisy meeting in Astoria.
Fr. Alex Karloutsos resigns.- Anti-Semitic Statements.-

The voluntary resignation of Archbish
op Spyridon, or his reassignment and the 
election of a new Archbishop was demand
ed by GOAL, the organization of Greek Or
thodox American Leaders, during a Press 
Conference on May 1st in New York, the 
date it had set in one of the resolutions 
adopted at the Chicago Conference. Sev
eral persons carrying signs with slogans 
against the GOAL and for Spyridon were 
protesting at the entrance of the Marriot 
Hotel at Laguardia during the Press Con
ference. 

Dr. Thomas Lelon, Executive Director 
of GOAL, former President of the Holy 
Cross/Hellenic College School ofTheolo
gy opened the Conference, saying that 
GOAL was founded on November 8, 1997, 
in Boston by 40 people concerned with the 
affairs of the Church, after they had pri
vate meetings with Archbishop Spyridon 
on at least ten occasions. "None of these 
meetings resulted in a meaningful dia
logue", he added. 

Mr. Lelon stated that after the Chicago 
conference, GOAL wrote, on March 27, 
1998, to both the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew and Archbishop Spyridon 
and presented them for consideration the 
resolutions adopted at the Conference. He 
added: "At the same time, we requested an 
audience with each of them, as soon as 
possible, to discuss and resolve our con
cerns. Regretfully, we have received no 
response to our letter from either of them." 
Therefore, he added, in accordance with 
Resolution 1 0 of the Chicago meeting, 
GOAL requests that either the Archbishop 
resigns or a new Archbishop be appointed, 
in accordance with the provisions of the 
Archdiocesan Chapter of 1977. 

Dr. Lelon said that in accordance to the 
GOAL mission statement of January 6, 
1998, and the resolutions of the Chicago 
meeting, the organization is taking a num
ber of actions, including: 

1. A national campaign to inform the 
clergy and laity of the facts regarding the 
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crisis in the management of the Archdio
cese, facilitate a collective dialogue of the 
clergy and laity about these issues, and or
ganize the clergy and laity to resolve these 
issues; 

2. A thorough study of the theological, 
canonical, legal, and practical aspects of 
various forms of traditional Orthodox 
church governance, and disseminating the 
results of that study; 

3. Participating in the upcoming Cler
gy-Laity Congress in Orlando, Florida; 

4. Convening a second national confer
ence in 1998; and 

5. Engaging legal counsel in preparato
ry work. 

GOAL stronger and more determined 
Dr. John Collis, co-executive director of 

GOAL, said that the GOAL board of Di
rectors are now more determined to con
tinue their campaign and that GOAL "is 
stronger now, we have the money and we 

are more determined." 
Answering to questions, Mr. George 

Chimples reminded the representatives of 
Greek media, that he served and supported 
the Church since 1948 on the Archdioce
san Council and other Church Institutions, 
and cooperated with three Archbishops, 
Athenagoras, Michael, and Iakovos. The 
only one who has refused cooperation was 
Spyridon. He did not answer a letter he sent 
to him when he arrived here. He added that 
Spyridon made many mistakes, that he re
fuses to hear any advice and that he lacks 
administrative ability. "We are not men of 
Iakovos, we are men of the Church and we 
are striving to preserve and protect it from 
the illegal and anticanonical activities of 
the new Archbishop," Mr. Chimples con
cluded. 

The purchase of a house 
Dr. Lelon also announced the Board of 

GOAL "applauds the resounding rejection 

Photo by Dimitri Panagos 

The GOAL board of Directors at the Press Conference on May 1st, in New York. Left to 
right seated are Dr. Valerie Karras, George Matsoukas, Dr. Thomas Lelon, Ex.Director Dr. 
John Collis, co-Executive Director. George Chimples, and George Kappos. Standing L to R: 
John Marks, George Coupounas, Vice-Treasurer, Harry Coin, Secretary, Judge Stephen A. 
Angelides, Peter Dion, Dean Popps, Press Officer and Andrew Kartalis. George Tatakis, 
Treasurer was not present. 
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of Archbishop Spyridon's illegal action" 
of purchasing for himself a house in Rye, 
New York, for nearly $1.4 million without 
the approval of the Executive Committee 
of the Archdiocesan Council. 

At their meeting in New York, the mem
bers of the Board decided to ask the State 
Attorney General ofthe State of New York 
to investigate the matter and issued the fol
lowing statement: 

"GOAL supports and commends the 
Executive Committee of the Archdiocesan 
Council and the Metropolitans of the Holy 
Eparchy Synod of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America in their decision 
to soundly reject continued mismanage
ment and the illegal execution of a docu
ment obligating the Greek Orthodox Arch
diocese to an expenditure of nearly $1.4 
million without the authority and approval 
of the Archdiocesan Council. 

The illegal execution of this document 
by the Chancellor of the Archdiocese and 
the execution of a nonrefundable deposit 
of $140,000 by the Legal Counsel of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, John 
Mavroudis, and by the Chancellor of the 
Archdiocese, Rev. Fr. George Passias, 
manifest a continuing pattern of misman
agement that has prevailed under the lead
ership of His Eminence Archbishop Spyri
don. 

GOAL is actively pursuing legal action 
to recover the money that has been illegal
ly advanced and to immediately remove the 
Chancellor and the Legal Counsel as sig
natories of the Archdiocesan accounts. 

GOAL is pursuing further investigation 
of improper actions by these individuals at 
the direction of Archbishop Spyridon. 

The Attorney General of the State of 
New York is being asked to help in the in
vestigation of this and of the pattern of il
legal actions being taken by the Archbish
op." 

Even the Metropolitans 
rejected the purchase 

Meanwhile, the National Herald report
ed in its English section that of the 15 par
ticipants in the Executive's Committee of 
the Archdiocesan Council meeting, includ
ing three Metropolitans, only John Mavrou
dis voted in favor of the purchase of a $1.4 
million home for Archbishop Spyridon. 
Members of the Committee, however, 
raised questions of conflict of interest due 
to Mr. Mavroudis' dual role as both legal 
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counsel and chief of finances of the arch
diocese. 

Sources told the Herald that at times the 
discussion got very tense and that business
man Alex Spanos, the President of the 
Council, was adamantly against the acqui
sition of the house. Spanos expressed strong 
disappointment with the way the issue was 
presented without serious preparation and 
notification of the Council. 

The National Herald added that accord
ing to the sources, the members of the Com
mittee were surprised by the role of the 
Chancellor of the Archdiocese, Fr. George 
Passias, who signed the contract for the 
house without having legal authority to 
bind the Church in such transaction. The 
contract was not conditioned upon the ap
proval of the Executive Committee, thus 
exposing the Archdiocese to the risk oflos
ing the $139,500 deposit. 

The formation of a committee was pro
posed to study how the issue got to the stage 
of paying a down payment of $139,500, 
and signing such a contract without inform
ing the Executive Committee that has le
gal liability for such transactions under the 
State and Federal Law. Members of the 
Committee requested a complete and de
tailed financial report, including all trans
actions in all the accounts of the Archdio
cese since the time Spyridon took office in 
America. 

Warning from Mr. Dimas in a 
letter to Mr. Mavroudis 

Mr. Simos Dimas, a member of the Le
gal Committee of the Archidiocese, stated 
the following: "As you may recall, with 
great reluctance, in 1922 I commenced an 
Article 78 proceeding regarding a certain 
real estate transaction that the Archidiocese 
had entered into in 1986. The proceeding 
which eventually involved the Attorney 
General of the State of New York, and cost 
millions of dollars in legal fees, should be 
a lesson to all of us that not-for profit cor
porations, among which are include reli
gious corporations ultimately accountable 
to the civil authorities in one way or anoth
er for funds received from their members." 

Mr. Dimas in the same letters advises 
Mr. Mavroudis to defer any action on the 
purchase of the new house: " I can, how
ever, say with certainty that you should 
defer any action on this planned acquisis
tion until such time as to a formal legal 

determination has been made on the issue 
of Court approval and notice to the Attor
ney General. To do otherwise would put 
the Archdiocese and the members of its 
Executive Committee in 'harm's way." 

A noisy meeting 
Dr. Andrew T. Kopan, Professor Emer

itus at Chicago's DePaul University, re
fused to address a "Town Hall" meeting at 
the Crystal Palace, April 26th, in Astoria, 
New York, organized by KRIKOS, the 
cultural and scientific organization of 
Greek-American Professionals, because the 
speakers were continually interrupted by 
anti-OCL and anti-GOAL slogans by a 
group of "protesters," supporters of Arch
bishop Spyridon. The other speakers were 
Dr. Charalambos Vasiliadis, President of 
KRIKOS, and attorney Nicholas Stekopou
los, former President and Archon of the 
Patriarchate. 

When Dr. Kopan was introduced as the 
last speaker, he declined to do so but in
stead briefly addressed the group stating 
that he was born and raised in America 
where freedom of expression is respected 
and traveling a thousand miles to speak at 
what was to be an open dialogue, he found 
instead, a rabble to which he would not 
speak. He refused to take any questions 
saying it was useless in such an agitated 
atmosphere. Professor Kopan is an Archon 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and a mem
ber of the Archdiocesan Council. 

Father Carloutsos Resigns 
The Archiodecese last month announced 

the resignation of Rev. Alex Karloutsos 
from his post and his return to Parish min
istry. In a Press Release on the resignation 
is stated: 

"Father Karloutsos has been assigned, 
at his own request, to the parish of the Dor
mition ofthe Theotokos, Southampton,NY, 
effective June I, 1998. 

Father Karloutsos has had an exempla
ry career in the Archdiocese, serving in 
several national positions over the past 
three decades. Most recently, as Vicar for 
Public Affairs, Father Karloutsos has over
seen the relationship of the Archdiocese to 
governmental agencies on national, state 
and local levels, He has also served as Na
tional Youth Director, Leadership 100 Ex
ecutive Director and Director of Commu-
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nications. 
Father Karloutsos coordinated the his

toric enthronement of His Eminence Arch
bishop Spyridon as Archbishop of Ameri
ca in September 1996 and was a key play
er on the transition team. In 1990 he coor
dinated the first visit of an Ecumenical Pa
triarch to the United States, and last year 
coordinated the immensely successful vis
it of His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew on his nationwide pastoral 
visit,to the United States. 

Commenting on the service of Father 
Karloutsos, Archbishop Spyridon said: 

"Protopresbyter Karloutsos comes from 
a family of priests, and has served his 
Church and this Archdiocese with the hon
or, the dedication and the love that should 
make his family and the whole family of 
the Church very proud indeed." 

The weekly Greek- American a publi
cation ofProini, (which gave prominence 
to the two incidents of protests at the KRI
KOS meetings and a! the GOAL meetings 
on May I st wrote: 

"Rev. Karloutsos indicated during the 
telephone conversation that the friction cre
ated between a group of notable Greek 
Americans calling themselves Greek Or
thodox American Leaders (GOAL) and 
Archbishop Spyridon over the future direc
tion of the Church has taken a toll on him. 
Rev. Karloutsos suggested that he wants 
to distance himself from the tension of the 
conflict by withdrawing to Southhampton. 
He said that he had submitted his resigna
tion a month ago, and the Patriarch has fi
nally accepted it now. No one was imme
diately available for comment at the Patri
archate, the same paper added. 

A leading Greek American in Church 
affairs who has met with Rev. Karloutsos 
several times in the last three months said, 
on the condition of anonymity, that Rev. 
Karloutsos had complained of problems at 
the Archiodiocese. 

The Old Calendar Church 
In another development related to our 

Church, the largest group of Old Calendar 
churches in the United States, headed by 
Metropolitan Paisios and Bishop Vikentios, 
with some 20 churches and monasteries, 
joined the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

At the ceremonies held on April II at 
the Phanar, both Old Calendar hierarchs 
were reordained by Patriarch Bartholom-
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ew assisted by metropolitans of the Ecu
menical Throne and Archbishop Spyridon 
of America who was there for the occa
sion. Metropolitan Paisios installed as Ab
bot of the Old Calendarite Monastery of 
St. Irene Chrysovalantou in Astoria on 
April 24. While new officially part of the 
American Archdiocese, the Old Calendar
ites will be permitted to retain the Old Cal
endar usage. 

Anti-Semitism 
The Greek Press in Chicago reported 

that a contingent of priests in the New York 
area have raised concerns about the 
re-admission of this group due to the fact 
that they are alleged to be notoriously anti 
-Semitic and unduly cultist. They cite as 
evidence their official publication "The 
Voice o/Orthodoxy" which has published 
vitriolic anti-Semitic literature through the 
years. A few years ago, this group was also 
involved in a court suit against the Arch
diocese over the issue of "stolen religious 
reliquaries." The case was settled out of 
court. "These concerns, however, were re
buffed by officials at the Archdiocese," the 
Greek Press added. 

Voithia, The Web-site of GOAL report
ed the following on the subject: 

"We have two samples of the "Voice 0/ 
Orthodoxy" newspaper here., one dated 2/ 
94 and another 11/93, On 2/94, the page 
one article by His Eminence, Metropolitan 
Paisios begins: "Throughout the ages, there 
have been a myriad number of fanatical 
groups, that not only mock God, but mock 
the diety of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. In this century, for example, the 
Zionists could be considered one of these 
fanatical groups: look how they have tried 
to indoctrinate people with their virulent 
ideas, and most especially see how they 
have tried to crush the Christian Orthodox 
religion through many sundry methods. 
The Zionists employ the assistance of the 
devilish Masons, and as co-workers with 
them try to deliver the world up to the ab
solute domination of Satan Himself. Let us 
see how Saki is able to make the people 
pay homage to him 'instead of God," The 
article goes on among other things to quote 
apocalyptic signs in Revelation, decry the 
spread of the practice of Satan worship 
among the youth especially attributing its 
growth and strictly warning parents to be 
watchful against Hollywood and the mass 

media, and to enlist the schools' aid to teach 
and warn the youth against the various soul 
and Church wrecking methods employed 
by Satanic cults. 

In November of 1993 the Voice o/Or
thodoxy printed an open letter in Greek of 
Maria Douraki on page 7, which was an 
installment in a serialization. A translation 
includes: "How can the Anglo-Saxons 
teach about God when they don't know 
Him, and since they have as their father 
the devil and as allies the greatest enemies 
and 'Satanists" of Hellenism and Christian
ity, the "Jews"? They helped them become 
a state (country) ... The leader of the Ku. 
Klux Klan was Jewish .... Who will save the 
great American Nation from the nails of 
the ~'Jewish Luciferian Powers"? 'The 
grief-worthy mess they have directed in 
land across the Atlantic, the Masonic Lodg
es - the Syndicates of Crime -the Protes
tant ridiculous heresies - the -very irrespon
sible bankers (Rockefeller, Rotslyn? ,etc) 
the mafiosi families,the millions of un em
ployed, the narcotics .... Hollywood was 
manufactured by them." and later "They 
manufacture such films because in a little 
time they will slaughter all the orthodox" 
and so on, and at length. This installment 
of the letter ends with "In a little time a 
GREEK face won't exist. And of course, 
since OTE (Greek Telephone Co) will pass 
into Jewish hands, all of Greece will be 
spied upon. And there will be danger of 
death for the Greek Army." 

".. 
PRINCESS CRUISES 
It's mare than a cruise, it's the Love I3()at~ 

Join our 1999 cruise 
on the 

Grand Princess 

109,000 tons 
For information call: 

(212) 967-5016 
Outside New York: 

(1800) 662-6644 
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My Goal in Chicago 
Attending the GOAL Conference in 

Chicago was most interesting and informa
tive. My purpose for being there was two
fold: first, to hear the concerns of the group 
and determine their position; secondly, to 
listen to what would be said for its content 
and accuracy as I know it. I must say there 
were many familiar faces there from around 
the country, Archons, Archdiocesan Coun
cil members, L 100 members, church lead
ers, philoptohos members, and self -pro
claimed dedicated church people. High 
marks must be given to those who thought 
out every aspect of this well-organized con
ference. Registration was smooth, neat and 
complete, concise agenda and speakers 
were brief along with prepared prayers for 
the group. The first session Friday evening 
was an orientation for GOAL attendees, 
and a welcome to all following a prayer 
session. 

Much to my surprise the invited speak
ers were people who were selected to com
plain and discredit Archbishop Spyridon, 
based on their personal experiences with 
him. One by one they told their stories of 
how disappointed they were with their ex
perience with Archbishop Spyridon.lt was 
obviously a sensitive couple of hours for 
me, listening to story after story, each tell
ing their side of an incapable, arrogant, and 
insensitive Archbishop. 

Some in the audience had heard parts 
of these episodes and others had no idea 
what to expect. The trend became very ap
parent, the Archbishop was the target this 
evening and some in the crowd seemed to 
enjoy this theatre like presentation. At times 
it became ugly as some speakers angrily 
made sly remarks. Character assassination 
was the order of the evening. This now had 
set the direction for this conference; oust 
the Archbishop. Unfortunately what we 
heard was a portrayal of a one sided epi
sode without knowing clearly why the ac
tions or comments were made in each case. 
Nonetheless, these people were not happy, 
and continued routinely to discredit the 
Archbishop. There were no questions al-
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I By PETER J. P APP AS I 
lowed at this session as each began to un
load with both barrels charging the Arch
bishop and the Archdiocese with crude and 
unsavory communications and manage
ment. A friend from Birmingham tried to 
give another slant to these proceedings re
garding our church and its history with ref
erence to the laity participation. It was his 
attempt to make a forum of what turned 
out to be a cleverly orchestrated attack on 
Archbishop Spyridon. How sad. 

While exiting from the meeting room I 
met many friends and colleagues involved 
with our church, and many new faces. I 
must say, the mix of well known leaders 
made up approximately 15% of some 350 
attendees, of which many were husbands, 
and wives. It was mentioned that members 
came from more than twenty states. Al
though, it was clear that Chicago was in 
the majority. As I talked to many of the 
people after this session to determine their 
feelings, I received mixed reviews. Most 
felt that this organization had set the tone 
for this conference to get rid of the Arch
bishop, and were somewhat embarrassed. 
It became clear that they believe he is not 
equipped to deal with the administration 
of our Archdiocese. Further more, he has 
clearly surrounded himself with only cler-

gy and laity that agreed with him, while 
replacing those who do not. That does not 
seem strange to me, its done all the time in 
every walk of life whether church, politics 
or business. Great managers most do what 
they must to enact their policy, procedures, 
and implementation. Others that I spoke 
with agreed with the speakers that Arch
bishop Spyridon has serious flaws in his 
personality and ability to lead. One must 
wonder what happened to the tradition of 
our faithful? Or have we been fooled to be
lieve that issues we mentioned would be 
the determining factors to talk about remov
ing or ousting an Archbishop? What hap
pened to the kindness and respect we were 
conditioned to have for our clergy? I felt 
somehow if the other side to these stories 
were told, a fair conclusion could be 
reached as opposed to a one sided version 
condemning the Archbishop. Continuing 
the evening conversations with old friends 
and new ones, the discussions became more 
conciliatory. As the evening concluded, Pa
triarch Bartholomew is brought into the 
conversations insinuating a planned in
volvement within the structure of our 
church in America. 

The lead issues are the elevation of our 
Diocese Bishops to Metropolitans and how 
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that is in disagreement with the Archdioc
esan charter of 1977. In addition, many 
believe that this is only the beginning, and 
that the division of America will follow. 
The two issues that seemed to be promi
nent were the North and South American 
breakup and the elevation of Bishops to 
Metropolitans. I personally agree with both. 
Simply the territory for the Primate of 
North and South America was far too mas
sive for one Archbishop to provide leader
ship consistent with the United States. His
torically, visits by previous Archbishops 
were infrequent not giving worshipers a 
true sense of that experience. 

In addition, our financial commitment 
to South and Central America will reduce 
as well. Nevertheless, I saw no loss in this 
for our Archdiocese and agreed with this 
reconstruction of North and South Ameri
ca. Year after year the metropolitans lob
bied for this elevation of distinction and 
recognition for their time of service as Bish
ops. The opinion of some that believe that 
this is a plan to further cut up America into 
Metropolitan Sees is absurd. I listened to 
theory after theory of how this was the 
master plan and in conclusion, Archbish
op Spyridon would end up with his choice, 
keeping the Archdiocese in the Northeast. 

The thinking became more and more 
creative as the evening drew to an end. As 
more issues were addressed the Archbish
op remained on the hit list. 

The next morning, after breakfast, I at
tended the general session welcome. The 
attendees grew by maybe 100; again it 
seemed made up of locals. Now we heard 
from the organizers who gave the audience 
a full description of the conference and 
defined all the workshops along with mis
sions and resolutions to be reviewed. These 
speakers were very articulate and knowl
edgeable individuals who have studied in 
depth all of the disciplines. More facts and 
information were given in impressive de
tails regarding the concerns and reason for 
the formation of the Goal organization. 
That session concluded with a remark to 
perhaps hold back the parish's financial 
commitment to the Archdiocese. What an 
ending. 

Next, I attended the Organization Struc
ture workshop, one of four workshops or
ganized. Each workshop was to review and 
comment on designated resolutions that 
have been prepared by the committee for 
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substance and value to the Goal cause and 
to further elaborate on other positions. The 
most consistent remarks were to include 
and maintain the present charter revised in 
1977. That seemed to cover most concerns 
and satisfy all. Although, some stated even 
the charter needs change. However, that 
was tabled for the future. As everyone en
gaged in review and discussions of these 
resolutions, it became apparent again that 
this forum was designed to officially deal 
with Archbishop Spyridon. None of the res
olutions stated that the Archbishop must 
adhere to the 1977 charter while officiat
ing our church. And at no time did I hear a 
warning would be appropriate. The reso
lution directly said if you can't conform to 
Goals request, you should resign, and ifnot, 
the Patriarch should replace Him: wow, 
that's tough stuff. Needless to say many 
spoke on these issues and the moderators 
were attentive. The OCL members seemed 
to be very involved with this process. I left 
early that afternoon, saddened and dis
mayed as I greeted friends who also seemed 
unsettled. How dare any group attack and 
attempt to dismantle our Church without 
any attempt at reconciliation. Those who 
are unhappy with the Archbishop can not 
expect to provoke or use radical tactics 
within the Greek! American Community
that would be disastrous for them as well 
as our church communities. 

So, after all is said and done, what will 
happen? I feel that Goal is not a threat and 
believe that their actions will have an ad
verse affect on their mission. The Archbish
op can only gain an enormous vote of con
fidence from his flock in empathy alone. 
My concern is what will happen to this 
group and how we can become one again. 
Open dialogue and communications must 
be available in the spirit of communion to 
resolve their issues. 

In summation the intellectual quality 
and talent of this group must be harnessed 
to work within the structure of the church 
and not from the outside. We all must re
examine our thoughts, redemption must be 
the call for all to Join together and build 
our church brighter for future generations 
to come. 

Peter J. Pappas, a Greek/Cypriot Ameri
can, is a member of the Greek Orthodox 
Church; an Archon of St. Andrews; a mem
ber of the Archdiocesan National Council; a 
member of the Executive Advisory Commit
tee to Archbishop Spyridon; a member of the 
prestigious Leadership 100; holds the office 
of President of HANAC- a large social ser
vices group: serves on the Board of Direc
tors of the Cyprus Children 's Fund; serves 
on the Board of the Hellenic Chamber of 
Commerce; & UHAC; chairman of the New 
York State Hellenic American Republican As
sociation. 

ATHENS CENTER HOTEL 
A MODERN HOTEL in the heart of the business center of Athens, a few minutes 
from the Acropolis, 136 fully air-conditioned rooms-deluxe restaurant and bar
roof garden, swimming pool with panoramic view of the Acropolis. 

REASONABLE PRICES: 
NOV.lst 1997 to MAR. 20th, 1998: Single Rms 
drs.13.000. Double Rms 18.600.3 Bed Rms 22.500. 
APRIL 1st, 1998 to OCT. 31 , 1998: Single Rms 
16.500. Double Rms 23 .500. 3 Bed Rms 30.000. 
Including Continental Breakfast. 

For reservations contact Mr. G. Arsenis in New 
York. Tel:(516) 694-9133, Fax: (516) 753-5439 or 
communicate directly with Athens Center Hotel: 26 
Sophoclells Street, Athens, Tel. 524-8511-7. Tel
ex221761 ASCO GR. CBL: CENTEROTEL. Fax: 
524.85.17. 
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LAY INVOLVEMENT 
IN CHURCH GOVERNANCE 

Over the past weeks and months, you 
have undoubtedly heard the words "unca
nonical" and "un-Orthodox" tossed liber
ally about to describe the Orthodox 
Church's attitude toward the idea of lay 
participation in church governance and to 
eliminate any questioning by the laity, or 
the clergy, of the actions of our hierarchs. 
But do our canons, theology and history 
really support the notion that the laity may 
not speak or act on administrative, moral 
and other substantive issues? 

As a church historian, I can tell you that 
nothing could be further from the truth. The 
laity, both within the structure of the 
Church itself, and through the authority of 
various civil governments, have been in
volved in the governance of the Church 
since apostolic times. This includes the 
election of clergy, even of apostles and hi
erarchs, as evidenced in the Book of Acts 
and early church documents from the 1st 
through 4th centuries. 

As Christianity became the official reli
gion of the Empire in the 4th century, the 
laity's role devolved to the Roman, or Byz
antine, Emperor as their representative. 
The emperor was even called the 
"EnicrKonoc; tOU cKtOC;", which we may 
translate as the "bishop of external affairs" . 
As such, the emperor: sent out missionar
ies (including Ss. Cyril and Methodios); 
defined the boundaries of patriarchates and 
dioceses (in fact, the word "diocese" was 
originally the term for a Roman provincial 
area); regulated the functioning of church
es and monasteries (even setting the num
ber of clergy in the Great Church of Hag hi a 
Sophia); and acquired a pivotal role in the 
election of the Patriarch of Constantinople. 
In other words, the Church was regulated 
by laypersons and civil law as well as by 
ecclesiastical canons. To assert, as some 
are now doing, that the Church is not bound 
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I By Dr. VALERIE KARRAS I 
Address at the first GOAL Conference 

in Chicago, March 20-21st 

by civil law flies in the face of Orthodox 
Christianity's own history and theology. 

That history and theology teach us one 
thing: that there is no such thing as an "of
ficial" Church comprised ofthe hierarchy, 
which rules and acts independently of the 

Valerie Karras at the Chicago Conference 

parish clergy, the monastic communities, 
and the laity. There is only The Church, 
and The Church is the laos, the entire Peo-

pie of God. Our Orthodox Church - the 
Church of Christ - is based on the abiding 
belief that the mind of the entire Church
the laos - is expressed in conciliar fashion 
within a synod of bishops. 

This has been its theology and its histo
ry from apostolic times through the mod
em age. 

Protection ofthe Church's 
Doctrine by the Laity 

But the importance of lay involvement 
has not been limited to questions of admin
istration. In at least two important instanc
es in the Church's history, lay activism 
saved Orthodoxy not just from administra
tive crises, but from heresy itself. In these 
cases, the Church was saved only by the 
adamant refusal of the laity to bend to the 
will of both the hierarchs who were sup
posed to guide them and the Emperor who 
was supposed to represent them. 

Two weeks ago we commemorated the 
first of these two: the defeat of iconoclasm. 
For two periods totaling 70 years during 
the eighth and ninth centuries, the emper
ors outlawed icons, and the hierarchs of the 
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Church declared the painting and venera
tion of icons to be heretical. In fact, sever
al hundred bishops, led by the Patriarch of 
Constantinople, even held a self-pro
claimed ecumenical council in 754 to de
clare their views to be dogma binding on 
the entire Church. However, most of the 
faithful, both lay and monastic, refused to 
accept the dogmatic definitions of this 
council; they continued secretly to vener
ate sacred images. Both periods of icono
clasm were ended when women married 
to iconoclastic emperors restored the ven
eration of icons upon the deaths of their 
husbands: the Empress Irene, who con
voked the Seventh Ecumenical Council; 
and the Empress Theodora, whose final 
restoration of the icons is celebrated on the 
Sunday of Orthodoxy. 

In the second instance, the faithful did 
not even have an empress to help them. In 
the final days ofthe Byzantine Empire, the 
Emperor appealed to the Pope for assis
tance against the Turks. However, the 
Pope's willingness to help was contingent 
on union between the two Churches. A 
council was therefore held in 1438-39 in 
the cities of Ferrara and Florence, attended 
by hundreds of bishops from throughout 
the Orthodox world. The council resulted 
in the signing of an agreement of union with 
Rome, entirely on Roman Catholic terms, 
including papal supremacy and the doctrine 
of purgatory. 

Only one bishop out of the hundreds in 
attendance refused to sign the pact - St. 
Mark of Ephesus. While the Church of 
Russia rejected the unionist metropolitan 
imposed on her by Constantinople and thus 
became an autocephalous church, and 
while the other bishops returned to Con
stantinople by stealth and cover of night in 
order to avoid the wrath of the faithful , St. 
Mark rallied the laity. Their refusal to ac
cept the union, and their full knowledge of 
the consequences, is encapsulated in their 
cry: "Better the Sultan's turban than the 
Pope's miter." One bishop, with the mass 
of the laity behind him, undid the work of 
an Emperor and several hundred bishops 
and metropolitans. In both of these exam
ples, had the laity blindly followed the 
teaching of the Church's hierarchs, not only 
would we have no icons today, but we 
would have no Orthodox Church at all. 
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Who Exercises 
Lay Authority Today? 

These facts prove false the erroneous 
notion that we the people of God have no 
authority and no right to discuss or act on 
matters of Church life. To the contrary, a 
prominent modem Orthodox theologian 
stated: 

"[T]he priest in the Orthodox Church 
must be ready to explain his every opin
ion, decision or statement, to justify them 
not only 'formally' by a reference to a can
on or rule, but spiritually as true, saving, 
and according to the will of God. '" Nei
ther blind obedience nor democracy, but a 
free and joyful acceptance of what is true, 
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noble, constructive and conducive of the 
Divine love and salvation. . . . 

[Both clergy and laity must have initia
tive and responsibility, in searching out the 
will of God." 

Given our Church's history, how should 
lay authority be exercised here in Ameri
ca? We have no emperor and we have no 
state church - in fact we have a clear sepa
ration of church and state. In America, the 
people are the emperor. Thus, we the laity 
are called once again to exercise our prop
er authority in the life and governance of 
the Church. That recognition has been en
shrined in the history of the development 
of our parishes and our Archdiocese, and 
in the governing structure ofthat Archdio
cese according to the Archdiocesan Char-
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ter signed by the hierarchs of the Patriarch
ate itself, a charter which some now say 
cannot bind the Church's hierarchy. But 
are we seriously to believe that our hier
archs are not bound by the Church's histo
ry and traditions, by civil law, and even by 
these same hierarchs' own oaths? 

The Unity ofthe Church 

In the past few weeks, we have often 
heard the refrain of "unity" from those seek
ing to silence us. But, the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople was rent by schism dozens 
oftimes over the centuries because of moral 
and administrative actions that scandalized 
the faithful. Despite those schisms, per
haps even because of those controversies 
and crises, the Patriarchate and the Ortho
dox Church still survive. 

We must understand what the word 
"unity" means within Orthodox tradition. 
As God exists as Trinity, the Church exists 
as a plurality, as a worshipping and believ
ing community of faithful who constitute 
equal and self-governing Orthodox 
Churches, such as the Patriarchate of Con
stantinople and the Church of Greece. 
What unites these Churches is not a uni
formity of opinion amongst themselves. 
What unites these Churches is their recog
nition in each other of the fullness of the 
Church. What unites them is their shared 
faith, expressed through their shared com
munion. In other words, the unity of the 
Church is liturgical and doctrinal in nature. 
Orthodox Church unity does not mean a 
monolithic, autocratic structure that allows 
no dissent and no exercise of the moral con
science of the laity. That is a perversion of 
Orthodox theology. 

Which Path Will We Choose? 

Ultimately, the crisis in our Church to
day is a moral crisis. Priests have been 
threatened with suspensions and defrock
ings, clergy professors have seen their life's 
work and ministry muddied and tossed 
aside, families have suffered wrenching 
emotional turmoil, and the institutions of 
our Archdiocese have been assaulted, de
constructed and reconstructed in an image 
wrought not by the Church Herselfbut rath
er by a handful of individuals. 

As Orthodox Christians who recognize 
the hurtful and damaging events that have 
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occurred within our Archdiocese, we can
not choose to do nothing. In the parable of 
the Last Judgment, Christ makes it very 
plain that we will be held accountable by 
Him not simply for evil actions on our part 
which engender suffering, but also for our 
failure to act to alleviate suffering caused 
by others. As Orthodox Christians, we do 
not have the luxury of keeping quiet and 
"minding our own business". We are the 
Church, and the Church's business is our 
business, and is much more - it is our sal
vation; it is the salvation of our children 
and grandchildren; it is the salvation of the 
American people. Nor can we advocate 
inaction because of a reluctance to air our 
dirty laundry in public, because of pride
ful Greek notions of shame or dishonor -
of vrponT]. Are there negative consequenc
es to fighting these actions publicly? Yes, 
of course there are. But in our fallen world 
of sin, sometimes there is no "good" path. 
Sometimes the actions of others leave us 
only the choice of the lesser of two "evil" 
paths, and that is what we must now con
front. Each and every one of us here must 
decide which is the "more evil" path to be 
avoided: to struggle publicly- even at the 
risk of public humiliation and censure - to 
correct mistakes, to heal lives, to live with 
integrity and act as we are called to act by 
Christ Himself; or to endure the accusation 
which Christ will surely hurl at us on the 
Day of Judgment of being "whited sepul
chres", presenting a facade of unity, har
mony and obedience while, inside, the 
tomb of our Church is littered with the 
corpses of priests' lives, of institutions and 
ministries, of honesty, integrity, justice, 
mercy, and love. How will we answer 
Christ on that Day of Judgment when He, 
with unbearable sorrow, softly whispers to 
us: "N'"CponT]"? 

Editor's Note: 
Dr. Valerie Karras is from St. Louis, 

Missouri, where she was recently appoint
ed Assistant Professor of Patristics in the 
Department of Theological Studies at St. 
Louis University, effective in Fall, 1998. In 
1996 and 1997, she was Assistant Direc
tor for Institutional Planning and Special 
Projects at Hellenic College and Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology 
in Brookline, Massachusetts. From 1993 
through 1996, Dr. Karras was first a Fel
low in Residence, and then an Assistant 
Professor, at Hellenic College/Holy Cross. 
She has also served as a lecturer at Wash
ington University in St. Louis. 

Dr. Karras received a doctorate in the
ologyfrom the Aristotle University ofThes
saloniki, Greece, a master's degree in theo
logical studies from Hellenic College/Holy 
Cross, a bachelor's degree in political sci
ence from Washington University in St. 
Louis, and a diploma in Byzantine Music 
from the Ministry of Culture of the Repub
lic of Greece. 

Dr. Karras has authored over 20 aca
demic and professional publications, pre
sentations, and translations, including 
several presentations at international con
ferences. She serves on boards or commit
tees of the American Academy of Religion, 
the North American Academy of Ecu
menists, the Institute for Ecumenical and 
Cultural Research, and the St. Nina Quar
terly Orthodox Journal. 

Dr. Karras is a member of St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church in St. Louis, Mis
souri, and serves as a member of the choir. 
She is a member of the National Commit
tee of the Greek Orthodox American Lead
ers, Inc., and serves as a member of 
GOAL's policy formulation group. 
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IN DEFENSE OF 
ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS 

On April 29, 1998 in an open letter ad
dressed to Archbishop Spyridon, I asked 
him to resign after having come to the con
clusion that he lacked the one attribute most 
essential to his ministry: the ability to love. 
In that same letter I committed myself, 
among other things, to respond to conduct 
emanating from the Archdiocese and its 
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surrogates, which I considered to be devoid 
oflove, politically motivated and disingen
uous. It is in keeping with this commit
ment that I feel obligated at this time to 
come to the defense of Archbishop lako
vos. 

I recently saw Archbishop lakovos at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New York 
City on April 28, 1998. He was leading 
the funeral procession for Alexander Pa
pamarkou from the Church. He appeared 
a bit frailer than I remembered him and 
deeply saddened by the death of his good 
friend. 

I recalled, as a young student at the Ca
thedral Day School about 40 years ago, 
watching the enthronement of Archbishop 
lakovos from the old choir loft, high above 
the Church. I remembered the blazing red 
robes of the Roman cardinals who were in 
attendance, the huge crowds inside and 
outside the church, the incense, the beauti
ful chanting and the resounding cries of the 
people "Axios! Axios! Axios!" I was also 
reminded of the recent enthronement of 
Archbishop Spyridon and the "kiss of 
peace" exchanged between the two hier
archs. 

The "kiss of peace" notwithstanding, I 
believe that Archbishop lakovos has be
come the target of a blatantly false and 
malicious campaign, inspired by or ema
nating from the Archdiocese, which seeks 
to hold him responsible for the calls of so 
many of our faithful for the resignation of 
Archbishop Spyridon. Most recently, let
ters, signed by individuals no one can find, 
attack as exorbitant, Archbishop lakovos' 
retirement package. This package, which 
was the subject of discussions between the 
Patriarchate and Archbishop lakovos, was 
memorialized in a contract by the Execu
tive Committee of the Archdiocese and 
approved unanimously by the Clergy-La
ity Congress of 1996. In addition, com
ments heard at the most recent meeting of 
the Executive Committee of the Archdioc-

esan Council, which voted down Archbish
op Spyridon's request to acquire a $1.4 
million dollar residence for himself, sug
gest that since we have two archbishops and 
one house, Archbishop lakovos should va
cate his home. 

In my opinion, the attacks on Archbish
op lakovos are nothing more than an at-
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tempt to make of him the "scapegoat" for 
Archbishop Spyridon's failed ministry 
which has sown discord and dissension 
throughout our community. 

As some of you may know, I have had 
my differences with Archbishop Iakovos. 
During the last twenty years, with great 
reluctance, I have sought the assistance of 
the courts on two occasions. In August of 
1992 I commenced a legal proceeding 
against the Archdiocese regarding the con
veyance ofa certain Westchester property. 
When I speak in defense of Archbishop 
lakovos, I can hardly be accused of being 
part of some illusory "Iakovian conspira
cy" to topple Archbishop Spyridon. I speak 
out in his defense because it is incumbent 
upon all of us to confront distortions and 
lies with the truth. 

These are the facts, as I understand them, 
regarding Archbishop lakovos' retirement 
package and the house in which he lives 
today. If I have erred in any way, I will 
gladly make the necessary corrections. My 
only objective is to get at the truth. 

At his request Archbishop lakovos 

stopped receiving a salary from the Arch
diocese beginning on his 70th birthday, 16 
years ago. He lived on his pension and on 
social security until his retirement in 1996. 
The Archdiocese paid for his travel expens
es and provided him with a housing allow
ance. 

Archbishop Spyridon knew of the re
tirement arrangement for Archbishop lak
ovos before his enthronement. The ar
rangement provides for $263,900 a year to 
cover the expenses of Archbishop lakovos' 
office (including office personnel and sup
port), residence and housing expenses, and 
medical and health insurance. In addition, 
the Archdiocese pays for the maintenance 
of the house; an insignificant sum since 
there are no mortgage or tax payments. 

Archbishop lakovos has not utilized the 
full amount of the allowance. As reported 
by the Archdiocese to the Archdiocesan 
Council in March 1998, the actual pay
ments to him in 1997 totaled $225,442.00. 

Despite the fact that Archbishop Spyri
don knew of the arrangement with his pre
decessor and legally, morally and ethical-
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Iy was bound by it, he attempted in the fall 
of 1997 to change it. The Executive Com
mittee for the same ethical, moral and le
gal reasons, could not and did not agree to 
Archbishop Spyridon's request. 

When Archbishop Spyridon came to 
the United States he also knew of the 1986 
Agreement, which permitted Archbishop 
lakovos to live, for the rest of his life, in 
the house owned by the Archdiocese, which 
he has occupied since 1967. (It is impor
tant to note that Archbishop lakovos lived 
in an apartment at the Archdiocese for the 
first 14 years of his ministry as did his pre
decessors Archbishops Michael and Ath
enagoras. Also, that Archbishop Spyridon, 
who in addition to the apartment at the 
Archdiocese, had available a double apart
ment at the Archdiocesan Cathedral, chose 
to rent a house in Rye, NY valued at be
tween $900,000 to $1,000,000.) 

Since I last saw Archbishop lakovos I 
have thought often of him and of how I 
would characterize the many years of his 
ministry. Before writing this small piece I 
spoke to a number of his co-workers who 
knew him for most or all of those years. 
All spoke of his achievements as a great 
religious leader; of his success in obtain
ing recognition of our Church by the civil 
authorities, of the prominence he gained for 
our community in the political arena, etc., 
etc. When pressed to tell me what aspect 
of the ministry of Archbishop lakovos was 
most important to them and to our com
munity they uniformly responded that he 
was a man of great dedication who inspired 
them through his fierce love for our Greek 
heritage and for our Church. One told me 
that when Archbishop lakovos spoke of 
Greece he stirred the souls of our ances
tors still alive in our memory. Another, now 
a priest, said that when Archbishop lako
vos celebrated the liturgy and spoke of 
Christ one could almost feel His presence. 
r believe these good men. Despite my dif
ferences with Archbishop lakovos, on more 
than one occasion, especially in the early 
years of his ministry, when Archbishop 
lakovos spoke I, too, was moved and in
spired, often beyond words. Archbishop 
lakovos retired in July of 1996. He is not 
the cause of Spyridon's problems. Arch
bishop lakovos should be left in peace and 
we who have known him, should be per
mitted to remember the best of what he 
gave to us. 
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It Isn't Funny! 

A few weeks ago there was a Greek pa
rade on Chicago's Halsted Street. As the 
last float passed by I wandered into Rodi
ty's for a Lenten beverage (sparkling wa
ter). Sitting right angle to me at the bar, an 
elder man cradled a goblet of ouzo in his 
palms, looked right at me and said, "Do 
you know the difference between a terror
ist and a Patriarch?" 

As it is difficult to respond to these enig
matic questions that precede a punch line, 
I pleaded ignorance. "Well," he answered 
prophetically, "You can negotiate with a 
terrorist!" 

Both of us shared a hearty laugh for a 
minute until I considered the unlikely anal
ogy further. It seemed that our generation 
(and earlier ones) was brought up with the 
notion that you just don't negotiate with a 
hierarch. There is no reason to. The Patri
arch has always been viewed as a holy man 
who stayed the course; in short, the guard
ian of our faith of whom the Orthodox 
world had an abiding respect. That is, until 
the recent appointment of a new Archbish
op. 

At that point everything began to change 
as the bi-centennial ofthe Greek Orthodox 
Church in America began with a new chap
ter; indeed, a new volume! Our hemisphere 
witnessed administrative restructuring and 
a host of surprising changes which contin
ue to come in confusing installments, all 
of them designed to put the laity in this 
country on notice: this is a hierarchical 
church governed by fiat and a foreign (Is
lamic) acumen which has little in common 
with the American democratic system. 

Well, that's just great! Then, why have 
a clergy-laity congress? That's like clos
ing the corral gate after the sheep have fled. 
The church is supposed to be conciliar as 
well as hierarchical and Jesus Christ is and 
will always be the First Hierarch-a con
cept that these leaders have failed to em
brace outside the confines ofliturgicallife. 
The new vision for the church in America 
has already been decided upon by the hier
archy and initiatives are already in place. 
Too bad the laity is in the dark about the 
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grand design of the church and does not 
share in any of the initiatives. After all, who 
is the laity anyway! It is just a body offaith
ful who attend the churches, raise money, 
run programs, build buildings, put their 
names as personal guarantors on mortgag
es and shoulder the ministries of the church 
faithfully . 

So, when the laity as well as clergy be
gin to ask questions, the former is looked 
upon as divisive and disruptive to the uni
ty ofthe Holy Church and its organizations 
are referred to as "Extra-ecclesiastical 
Groups," while the latter are punished, in
timidated, silenced and forced to submit to 
loyalty oaths. Why doesn't the Patriarch 
just declare ecclesiastical Marshall Law in 
this country and arrange for a ceremonial 
burning of the Archdiocesan charter, the 
UPR (after all, he once put his signature 
on the documents) and spare us the Byzan
tine intrigue! 

When the bishops in this country cried 
out for elevation to a more prestigious lev
el of Power and influence, it was granted 

to them by the Mother Church in the form 
of Metropolitanates (the significance of 
which still remains unclear). But when the 
laity respectfully requested, during the last 
ten years, restoration of its role in the gov
ernance of the church, it not only encoun
tered stem rebuke, but it is now being 
stripped of whatever active role the church 
has acknowledged for the laity throughout 
the years . 

As the giant tidal wave of clericalism 
and ecclesiastical cleansing sweeps across 
the land in a desperate resolve to reshape 
our church, our own Archbishop contin
ues to reassure us glibly "Everything is the 
same! Nothing has changed!" Meanwhile, 
a new spirit of fundamentalism is expand
ing under a fascist-style administration 
leaving in its wake a bewildered laity and 
a frightened clergy. And to keep the loyal 
committed and maintain blind obedience, 
provincial McCarthyism is instituted re
quiring clergy to submit to loyalty oaths to 
the Archdiocese. 

Yes, I know, Everything is the same, 
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nothing has changed! Tell that to the par
ish in Corona, New York whose thriving 
community of 1500 has been reduced to 
barely 300 because of hierarchical inter
vention. 

Just five months ago a petition was cir
culating among seminarians at Brookline 
to remove the pews from the church there. 
I don't know the outcome of that endeav
or; nevertheless, these are the people who 
will be replacing our older, more 
laity-friendly clergy. Are they going to re
move pews when they come to serve your 
community? Will there be a nation-wide 
yard sale of church pews, perhaps organs 
too? Is your new priest going to do this, 
will he also segregate the faithful, men on 
one side and women on the other? Bizarre, 
you say? Look at the events of the last 18 
months! 

This month, n a suburb of Chicago, a 
life-long member of a Greek Orthodox 
Church was denied church rites because he 
remarried after his wife passed away. The 
problem was he married a lady who hap
pened to be Catholic; but he's the one who 
died-not she! Whatever the rules may be 
(and they're not challenged here) the de
ceased's family felt a sense of abandonment 
and outrage at the church's rigid position 
and lack of sensitivity during this difficult 
time. It decried the absence of compassion 
and accommodation to a loyal steward of 
the community. 

Perhaps the new zealot priests should 
declare their agenda before being hired by 
a community! Unless, of course, this right 
is taken away from the parishes as well! 

How can 100 years of benign neglect 
from the Patriarchate toward the church in 
America suddenly transform into an ag
gressive policy of religious colonialism? 
The laity is still asking the same question: 
WHY? And the same reply follows from 
the hierarchy: (vvjghklprtbmcxzlmkj!) 

So, the time has come when we must 
ask the leader of our church these questions; 
because it has become clear that his fine 
hand is at the root of the tumult in the 
church in America-I'm talking about Pa
triarch Bartholomew, of course! 

So, is it money? Power? Control? All 
of the above? 

No? Was this the master plan all along: 
get the immigrants to establish a church in 
America, give them enough time to raise 
the money and put up the buildings , and 
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New CEO For Orthodox 
Christian Charities 

International Orthodox Christian Charities Appoints 
Constantine M. Triantafilou as Chief Executive Officer 

BAL TIMORE-The Board of Directors 
ofInternational Orthodox Christian Chari
ties (IOCC) has appointed Constantine 
(Dean) Triantafilou as Executive Director 
and Chief Executive Officer following a 
national search begun in January this year. 

Mr. Triantafilou has worked with 10CC 
since April 1993 when he first served as 
the Assistant Country Representative in the 
former Yugoslavia. He later went on to be
come the Country Representative for the 

when they have 500-600 churches across 
the land-then move in and usurp it for the 
aggrandizement of the Phanar. 

No? Was the plan, then, to keep the 
church in America with an immigrant eth
nic flavor so it could maintain a limited 
ministry? This limitation, then, would deny 
it growth and maturity so it won't be tempt
ed to seek autocephaly. 

No? Was it the Russians? Did the Patri
archate seize control of the church in Amer
ica to better compete for Orthodox leader
ship with the bourgeoning Russian church 
which claims over 100 million faithful? 

'No? Was it the laity, then? Where the 
faithful getting too "close" to the church
maybe the laity became too caring or too 
serious about the faith? Maybe the church 
attracted too many who had no passion for 
the ethnic agenda-after all we have to keep 
reminding ourselves that this is America! 
Perhaps the evolution was becoming too 
Westernized, conjuring fears of future de
mands calling for married bishops, wom
en in the clergy, interfaith marriages, Or
thodox unity etc. etc. 

No? What, then? The laity in America 
needs to talk to its spiritual Father! It's not 
unlike a child who needs to understand 
from his parents why he is being punished, 
why privileges have been taken, why his 
room has been re-organized and why his 
agenda has been changed. After all, it's 
abuse like this that sometimes drives chil
dren to run away! 

former Yugoslavia, overseeing programs 
worth more than $12 million, while also 
serving as the regional coordinator for 10-
CC'S programs in the Balkans. 

Triantafilou will assume the new post 
after serving as 10CC' S Interim Executive 
Director since November 1997. Prior to be
ing named as Interim Executive Director, 
Triantafilou served as the Director of Pro
grams. His first-hand understanding of in
ternational operations and administrative 
experience will be valuable to the contin
ued growth oflOCC 

"Dean has been an important asset in 
the rapid development of 10CC over the 
past five years," said Charles R. Ajalat, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors. "His 
faithful commitment to 10CC's mission 
and experience in shaping that vision will 
be valuable in 10CC's efforts to continue 
to respond to those in need throughout the 
world." 

Prior to joining IOCC he worked on 
welfare and development projects in Ken
ya and Tanzania with the Archbishop of 
Kenya and Irinoupolis. Triantafilou is a 
graduate of Texas A&M University. 

10CC was established in 1992 by the 
Standing Conference of Canonical Ortho
dox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA) as 
the official humanitarian aid agency of Or
thodox Christians to work in cooperation 
with the Orthodox Churches worldwide. 
The mission of 10CC is to respond to the 
call of our Lord Jesus Christ, to minister to 
those who are suffering and are in need 
throughout the world, sharing with them 
God's gifts offood, shelter, economic self
sufficiency and hope 

Supported by individual donors, govern
ment and private organization grants, cor
porate and foundation gifts, 10CC has ad
ministered more than $60 million in pro
grams throughout the world over the past 
6 years. 10CC maintains headquarters in 
Baltimore, Maryland and currently oper
ates six field offices in Eastern Europe and 
the Middle East. 
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THE AVEROFF 
THE INVISIBLE PHANTOM OF THE GREEK NAVY 

I By G.C. KIRIAKOPOULOS I 
In the course of Greece's naval histo

ry- from the Athenian bireme with the for
midable ram on its bow which so efficient
ly destroyed the Persian fleet in the Battle 
of Salamis in 480 B.C., to the gallant sail
ing ships that fought the Turkish fleet in 
Greece's War for Independence in 1821, 
to its present NA TO flotilla of modem light 
cruisers, destroyers and frigates - the name 
of one single Greek warship stands fore
most above all the rest. It was a warship 
that represented Greece's national pride in 
the old maritime tradition, as that little na
tion entered the Twentieth Century. The 
name of that warship was the battle cruiser 

Dr. George C. Kiriakopoulos is afrequent 
contributor to the CREEK AMERICAN RE
VIEW. He is a professor at Columbia Uni
versity and is the author of the award -win
ning. internationally acclaimed. "TEN DAYS 
TO DESTINY-THE BATTLE FOR CRETE" 
and the more recent "THE NAZI OCCUPA
TION OF CRETE. " His articles have been 
published in national and international mag
azines. He has appeared several times on tele
vision and also in the nationally acclaimed 
Disney production of "A PERSONAL JOUR
NEY THROUGH WORLD WAR TWO. " He 
is presently writing his fourth book "THE 
IMMIGRANTS: THE SAGA OF AN AMERI
CAN FAMILY " 
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the "GIORGIOS A VEROFF." 
Through the decades of early youth, 

those born in the United States in the 
1920's and 1930's of Greek immigrant 
parents, often heard their parents speak 
with pride, uttering in almost hushed sanc
tified tones, the name of the A VEROFF and 
the heroic escapades in battle associated 
with that during the Balkan Wars and in 
the two major world conflicts that took 
place in this century. 

At the tum of the Twentieth Century, 
the major nations in Europe, and Japan in 
Asia, strived to build large navies in order 
to enhance their political spheres of influ
ence. There was a maddening rush to con
struct thickly armored and heavily weap
oned warships that would dominate the 
seas. One such warship was launched by 
the British government in 1906. It was a 
new class of battleship named the 
H.M.S. DREADNOUGHT. This ship be
came the prime example of the modem 
first-class warship of the Twentieth Cen
tury. It set the example for other nations to 
follow - so much so - that the designation 
of "dreadnought" (e.g. "fear nothing") de
fined a heavily armed battleship. 

Across the Atlantic, the President ofthe 
United States, Theodore Roosevelt, felt that 
the time was appropriate for the United 
States to establish herself as a world naval 
power. He built a fleet of heavily armored 
battleships, painted them white, designat-

ed them as "The Great White Fleet" and 
sent these naval squadrons to visit the var
ious ports ofthe world. America had come 
of age. 

The launching of the H.M.S. DREAD
NOUGHT and the new American battle
ships had altered the entire concept of mod
em naval warfare. However, the increased 
size, armor, and fire power of these new 
mammoths of the sea, had also increased 
the cost of constructing such huge warships. 
Many maritime nations could not compete 
in the cost, nor did they have the shipyard 
facilites to build such a warship. The ship
yards of Greece fell into that latter catego
ry. Greece did not possess the space nor 
facilty to build such a naval warship. Nor 
did Greece have the monies to purchase 
such an expensive modem ship of war from 
another naval power. 

In the opening years of this century, 
Greece had only three aging, French-built 
second class battleships, two steam-and-sail 
ironclads, an older French-built cruiser, and 
some six gunboats. That was the extent of 
her fleet with which she had to protect her 
much-convoluted coastline and the many 
islands that surrounded the Grecian main
land. For a nation with a long maritime tra
dition such a weak naval force left Greece 
vulnerable and wanting, as the modem age 
of naval ships dawned. 

This became evident to Greece in her 
unsuccessful conflict with her enemy, Tur-
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key, in 1897. Although there were no ma
jor naval battles in that war, Greece awak
ened to the realization that she had to mod
ernize and augment her naval force so as 
to protect herself from her enemy across 
the Aegean. 

By the early 1900's, Turkey had come 
under the influence of German imperial
ism. Under German guidance, Turkey be
gan to rebuild her fleet. She had purchased 
two modem battle cruisers, one built in the 
United States and the other in Great Brit
ain. These purchases strengthened the 
Turkish navy and greatly alarmed Greece. 

At that moment in Greece's hour ofna
tional need, a patriot came forth to her as
sistance. A millionaire by the name ofGior
gios A veroff left Greece a legacy of 
300,000 pounds sterling. The grateful 
Greek government augmented that gift with 
monies from the national treasury. and 
sought to strengthen her naval fleet. Still, 
even with these newly acquired funds, they 
were insufficient for Greece to order the 
construction of any ship of the "Dread
nought" class. Instead, Greece ordered 
eight new destroyers from Germany and 
Great Britain. Yet, the Greek Admiralty 
retained its dream of adding a modem class 
armored battle cruiser to its fleet. 

Italy had the shipyard facilities to con
struct the type of armored cruiser sought 
by other nations. Ten such warships had 
already been built by the Italian shipyards 
and sold abroad. The Orlando shipyards at 
Livorno had lain the keels for three huge 
modem battle cruisers for export sale. Ja
pan purchased the first two; Greece bought 
the third one! Now Greece possessed a 
modem heavily weaponed armored battle 
cruiser. Her wish had at last reached frui
tion. 

This new warship was launched in 1910 
and delivered to Greece in 1911 . It was 
christened THE GEORGIOS A VEROFF 
and almost immediately began scribing its 
glorious saga into the pages of Greek na
val history. 

The A VEROFF saw her first battle ac
tion a year after she had entered the ser
vice of the Hellenic Royal Navy. She was 
just in time to serve in the First Balkan War 
of 1912. 

The Balkan States being comprised of 
Serbia, Bulgaria, and Greece had formed 
an alliance with the purpose of seizing land 
held by the Turks on their respective bor-
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ders. Turkey had been at war with Italy 
since September 1911, a war in which Tur
key had fared very badly. In that period of 
time, Turkey had lost Libya and several 
islands to the Italians. At this nadir of Turk
ish weakness, the Balkan States decided to 
attack the Turks on October 8, 1912, a week 
before the Turks entered peace negotiations 
with the Italians. 

In this first Balkan War, the naval lead
ership of the Balkan Alliance fell upon the 
shoulders of the Greek Navy. Montenegro 
had no navy, Serbia was landlocked, and 
Bulgaria's tiny navy was sealed within the 
Black Sea. It would be up to the Greeks to 
carry the burden of naval operations against 
the Turks. 

The Turks, in tum, were not idle. In the 
early phase of the war with Italy, Turkish 
gunboats and torpedo boats had been sunk 
in their respective ports by the Italian fleet. 
Now that the war with Italy was over, the 
Turks planned to reconstitute their naval 
fleet. No sooner had the peace treaty been 
signed when the Turks purchased two old, 
but updated, battleships from Germany and 
a new cruiser from her old enemy, Italy. 
The battleships had been re-armored and 
fitted with six II-inch guns, but they were 
slow and cumbersome in maneuverability. 

On the other hand, the sleek, fast, and 
maneuverable battlecruiser A VEROFF 
with her 8-inch armor and double 9-inch 
turrets fore and aft, represented the most 
modem warship afloat in the Mediterra
nean. Her presence in the Greek Royal fleet 
gave the Greeks confidence and an unqual
ified aggressiveness in what lay before 
them. 

The Greek Navy with the A VEROFF in 
the lead, and with the three old battleships 
in line behind her, bombarded and subse
quently occupied Turkish islands in the 
Aegean. They also interdicted merchant 
ships from entering the strait that led into 
the port of Constantinople, and prevented 
other merchant ships from entering other 
Turkish ports in the immediate vicinity. 
Meanwhile, a Greek flotilla of destroyers 
(purchased months earlier from England 
and Germany) had established a blockade 
of the Dardanelles. 

In the early months of the Balkan War, 
the Turkish fleet operated in the Black Sea 
supporting the Turkish army in its ground 
operations against the Bulgarians. When 
the Bulgarians, Serbs, and Montenegrins 

broke their alliance with Greece and agreed 
to an armistice with the Turks in Decem
ber 1912, the Turkish fleet was now at lib
erty to tum its wrath against the Greeks. 
The Hellenic fleet waited with confidence 
and determination with the Greek naval 
standard flying proudly from the mast of 
its flagship, the A VEROFF. 

On December 14, 1912, a Turkish cruis
er and four destroyers met south ofthe Dar
danelles and enganged fire with the Greek 
destroyer flotilla that had blockaded the 
straits. The Turks licked their wounds and 
retreated. Then four days later the Turkish 
fleet came out in strength to attack the 
Greek warships and break the blockade. 
The Turkish ships were led by their four 
old battleships with a destroyer escort. 

Rear Admiral Paul Coundouriotis, fly
ing his fleet flag from the mast of the 
A VEROFF, with three old vintage battle
ships in his wake, met them with heroic de
termination. Coundouriotis gave the sig
nal to attack and sailed against the Turkish 
ships. 

The Turks commenced fire from a range 
of 15,000 yards with all their heavy guns. 
They fired several volleys and missed each 
time. The A VEROFF fired a torpedo at long 
range that also missed. Coundouriotis led 
his fleet closer to the Turks so as to get 
within range for more effective fire. With 
all his guns blazing he sailed toward the 
enemy. The Greek warships inflicted tell
ing damage with their fire for the Turkish 
ships suddenly turned and fled for protec
tive cover of the Dardanelles shore guns. 
The out-gunned A VEROFF had won its 
first victory. 

A week later, a Turkish battleship and a 
cruiser tried to sail out of the Dardanelle 
straits. When they sighted the A VEROFF 
and the rest of the Greek fleet sailing to
ward them, they turned and fled once again 
for the safety of the shore guns. The accu
racy of the AVEROFF guns kept the Turk
ish fleet bottled up in the straits ofthe Dar
danelles. 

In the first week in January 1913, the 
entire Turkish fleet came out in force hop
ing to break the Greek blockade of the 
straits. Patrolling Greek destroyers had 
sighted them and informed Admiral Coun
douriotis ofthe approaching Turkish ships. 
The Greek admiral sailed towards them 
with brave determination. The Turkish 
ships came out ofthe straits firing all their 
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guns. The A VEROFF in the lead once again 
of the Greek warships fired back with great 
effect. The Turkish fleet suddenly turned 
and fled northwestward toward Lemnos, 
with the A VEROFF in cautious pursuit, fir
ing all her guns with great accuracy. By 
early afternoon, the Turkish ships, licking 
their wounds, reversed course and sailed 
eastward again for the protective shelter of 
the Dardanelles shore guns. 

Later that same afternoon of January 
18th, some Turkish ships appeared at the 
mouth of the straits. When the A VEROFF 
fired repeated volleys of accurate fire at 
them, they turned and fled back toward 
Constantinople. They never sailed forth 
again; the blockade remained in tact. The 
Turkish ships stayed in port for the rest of 
the war, leaving the Greeks in command 
of the sea. Through brilliant maneuvering 
and accurate fire the A VEROFF had es
tablished itself as the most heroic warship 
of the Greek Navy. 

By 1913, the land phase of the Balkan 
War had changed faces. The allies of the 
First Balkan War were now in discard. Dis
satisfied with the territorial gains achieved 
via the First Balkan War at the expense of 
the Turks, the Bulgarians began rattling 
their sword. To protect herself, Greece 
signed an alliance with Serbia. Bulgaria 
attacked Serbia and Greece simultaneous
lyon the night of June 29-30, 1913 in what 
became known as the Second Balkan War. 

The land war was brief, but bitterly 
fought and very bloody. This latter conflict 
had little or no effect on the Greek fleet 
maneuvering in the Aegean and Ionian 
Seas. The Bulgarian navy was very small 
in size and inferiorly. It remained in the 
Black Sea, blockaded by the flagship A ver
off and the rest of the Greek fleet, just as it 
had the Turkish fleet earlier. 

With the advent of the First World War, 
Greece was exhausted from her involve
ment in the two Balkan wars and indicated 
that she wished to remain neutral. The Al
lied powers insisted that Greece enter the 
war on their side. The Greek prime minis
ter, Eleutherios Venizelos wanted to enter 
the war on the side of the Allied powers, 
Great Britain, France, and Russia. The 
Greek monarch - King Constantine I, him
self married to a German princess, the sis
ter of the German Kaiser - favored enter
ing the war on the side ofthe Central pow
ers, Germany and Austria-Hungary. 
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In order to force the Greeks to join the 
Allies, the French landed troops in the port 
of Salonika and seized the warships of the 
Greek Fleet, which included the AVER
OFF. The Averoffs guns were sealed and 
her ammunition removed from the ship, ef
fectively immobilizing her. 

It was not until June 27, 1917, after King 
Constantine's forced abdication in favor of 
his son the Crown Prince Alexander I, that 
Greece finally entered the war on the side 
of the Allies. 

The A VEROFF re-entered service in 
July 1917 joining the Allied British and 
French fleets in the Mediterranean. 

In order to augment her naval strength 
following the two Balkan Wars, Greece 
purchased two old-class battleships from 
the United States, the U.S.S. MISSISSIP
PI and the U.S.S. IDAHO. The Mississip
pi was renamed the KILKIS and the Idaho 
became the LEMNOS. These two 
out-classed warships joined the AVEROFF 
and the rest of the Greek fleet, serving ac
tively when Greece entered the First World 
War in 1917. However, the armament and 
armor of the A VEROFF and its maneuver
ability as exhibited in her encounters with 
the Turkish fleet during the Balkan Wars 
made the A VEROFF the superior ship of 
the whole Greek fleet. 

The A VEROFF did not see any action 
in the First World War but did have the sat
isfaction of joining the victorious French 
and British Fleets in sailing past the straits 
of the Dardanelles, under the silenced shore 
guns, and entering the port of Constanti
nople after the Armistice was signed in No
vember 1918, concluding with the defeat 
of Turkey, Germany, and Austria-Hungary. 

In the 1920's, the A VEROFF was sent 
to a French dockyard where she was refit
ted and modernized with anti-aircraft ar
mament. Greece still had no facility to do 
this in her own shipyards. 

Then came the advent of the Second 
World War. 

When Greece was invaded by Hitler's 
Nazi armies in April 1941, most elements 
of the Greek navy were sunk at their an
chorages by the effective air attacks of the 
German Luftwaffe, particularly those of the 
dreaded Stuka divebombers. The KILKIS 
and LEMNOS met that fate in the harbor 
of Salamis. The A VEROFF managed to 
escape with the British warships during the 
evacuation to Egypt. For the rest of the war, 

Alexandria became the A VEROFF's base 
of operations. Because of her age and her 
light antiaircraft armament she could not 
be utilized for front-line naval duty by the 
Allied naval command in the Mediterra
nean. She served the rest of the war escort
ing Allied convoys east of the Suez Canal 
in the Indian Ocean. This duty placed the 
A VEROFF out of the danger of G e r
man bombers but in the very effective po
sition to protect the ships of the convoy 
from German surface raiders. 

The A VEROFF never encountered any 
such raiders during her convoy duty and 
returned to Greek waters, undamaged, in 
1944 when the German army began with
drawing from the Grecian peninsula in re
sponse to the Allied landings in Italy and 
later in Normandy, France. 

For the AVEROFF, her glorious days 
of war were over. She had served Greece 
well. 

She was taken out of service in 1946 
and berthed at the naval academy at Poros. 
Ever fearful that this historic ship might be 
sold for scrap, the A VEROFF was elevat
ed to the level of a Greek National Mari
time Monument in 1984 and moored near 
Piraeus. 

Today, the A VEROFF has Joined the 
glorified ranks of other historic warships 
similarly honored through the ages by their 
respective nations of the world. The Unit
ed States honors the U.S.S. CONSTITU
TION (OLD IRONSIDES) for its service 
during the American Revolutionary War, 
and has made National Naval Monuments 
of such warships as the U.S.S. TEXAS, the 
U.S.S. SOUTH CAROLINA, and the air
craft carrier the U.S.S. INTREPID. The 
British have moored the H.M.S. BELFAST 
in the Thames river as their tribute to the 
Royal Navy for service rendered in the 
Second World War. 

The GIORGIOS A VEROFF has joined 
the ranks of those great historic ships. To
day, this gallant ship is firmly moored at a 
point not far from Piraeus where it serves 
as a national naval museum and monument 
to Greece's naval tradition. 

Not too long ago I asked an old Greek 
sea warrior about the A VEROFF. He 
smiled whimsically and a tear appeared 
glistening in his eye. He reminisced about 
her glory days and replied with a deep 
heartfelt sigh: "Ah yes, the glorious A VER
OFF was quite a ship!" 
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New Books 

LOST OPPORTUNITIES 
For Greek-Albanian Rapprochement 

I By Dr. BASIL J. PHOTOS I 
The following is the preface of a new book by Dr. Basil J. Photos titled "Lost Opportuni

tiesfor Greek-Albanian Rapprochement"~published by Euclid Publishing, 623 Thirstle Lane, 
Prospect Heights, IL. 60070. It is the sixth book by Dr. Photos, who is considered an author
ity on the history and issues related to the Greek-Albanian relations and the struggle for 
liberation of his beloved motherland. A native of Epirus, Dr. Photos dedicated his life to the 
cause of Northern Epirus and servedfor 20 years as president of the Pane perotic Federation 
of America and Canada. For his patriotic, religious, social and philanthropic activities. he 
was recognized by kings Paul and Constantine, by the Greek government of the late George 
Papandreou, by the late Patriarch of Constantinople Athenagoras, the late Patriarch of 
Alexandria, Christoforos, and the Pan-Hellenic Orthodox Society. He also received several 
recognitions and honors from other cities, societies and organizations. The first chapter of 
the book titled "Ali Pasha and his Dream for an Independent Greek-Albanian State" will be 
published in our June issue. 

Greek-Albanian relations have puzzled 
me for decades. In both countries, political 
factions have well understood that there is 
a need for normal, friendly relations. How
ever, while the Greeks have been willing 
to extend the hand offriendship, Albanians 
have remained reluctant and mistrustful of 
Greek intentions. 

A principal cause of this unease has been 
a dispute over a border territory of some 
6,000-7 ,000 square kilometers called 
"Northern Epirus" by the Greeks and 

"Southern Albania" by the Albanians. This 
territory was awarded to Albania in order 
to assure an independent and viable state. 
The Florence Protocol which embodied this 
settlement was ratified on December 17, 
1913 by the Ambassadorial Conference of 
the Great Powers. 

This partition of Epirus infuriated 
Greeks on both sides (north and south) who 
had regarded the whole as a part of Greece 
since antiquity. 

The subsequent course of this dispute 

Dr. Basil Photos with former Congressman Gus Yiatron and past Presidents of the Pane
pirotic Federation Elias Betzios, left, and Basil Mikelis, right. 
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between neighbors has continued to plague 
Greek-Albanian relations to the present 
day. 

After the official termination of World 
War I on November II, 1918, Albania re-

.----- On Dr. Photos' Book -----, 
I have had the privilege to read "Lost 

Opportunities for Greek-Albanian Rap
prochement" by Dr. Basil J. Photos. This 
is indeed an impressive achievement. 

"Dr. Photos has written afascinat
ing book that simultaneously illumines 
both Greek and Albanian issues. The 
book starts with the era of Ali Pasha 
in the 18th century and carries the 
narrative through the last years of 
World War II. The author details many 
of the convergences in the attitudes 
and culture of both the Albanians and 
the Greeks. This alone would make the 
book a major contribution to our his
torical understanding of relations be
tween Greece and Albania. 

But what makes the book truly sig
nificant is a startling argument. Dr. 
Photos convincingly makes the case 
that the Greek government of modern 
times has not been true to the inter
ests of the Greekpopulation in North
ern Epirus. This argument, meticu
lously documented. has never been 
publicly made before. The reader 
comes to an entirely new understand
ing of what has transpired in Epinls. 
In brief, Dr. Photos recasts our entire 
understanding of the Northern Epirus 
cause as well as the relations between 
the Albanian and Greek peoples. 

This is an erudite and profoundly 
humane book by an exceptional man 
who has been at the forefront of the 
Epirotic cause for many decades. Let 
me also add that the book is written in 
a clear and graceful style. 

Charles Moskos 
Professor and Anderson Chair. 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Northwestern University 
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emerged in Europe's political arena with 
the help of friends. Albanian spokesmen at 
the Paris Peace Conference (1919-1920) 
demanded the reaffirmation of the borders 
fixed earlier under the Florence Protocol. 

In arrangements made in the course of 
the Paris Peace Conference (the Treaty of 
Sevres signed on August 10, 1920 and sev
eral other covenants), Greece gained rec
ognition of her legitimate rights to annex 
Northern Epirus. Nonetheless, Greece's 
political establishment refrained from re
occupying and incorporating Northern 
Epirus into the Kingdom of Greece and al
lowed it to remain as part of Albania. In so 
doing, the Greek establishment tacitly ac
knowledged that its greater interest lay in 
Albania's stability, sovereignty and 
progress. Unfortunately, the course of 
events demonstrated that Albania's lead
ers did not reciprocate Greece's generosi
ty and magnanimity, but sided instead with 
Greece's enemies. 

The Albanian leadership, both in the 
period between the two world wars and in 
that following the fall of the hated Alba
nian Stalinist regime, have amply demon
strated this lack of reciprocity. Fan Noli, 
who manipulated Albanian politics in the 
1920-1924 period and became Albanian 
Premier from June 16, 1924, to December 
24, 1924, succeeded in establishing a So
viet trade delegation in Tirana, the first in 
a European country. King Zog later sold 
his country to Mussolini from 1927 to April 
7, 1939, on which date the Italian Army 
invaded and occupied Albania. 

Presently, while inviting Italians, Turks 
and other foreigners to Albania in an os
tensible search for protectors, Albania's 
President Sali Berisha has played the quix
otic game of creating imaginary threats to 
Albania's independence and territorial in
tegrity from the country's neighbors. All 
the while, Mr. Berisha has ignored Greece's 
help and contribution to Albania's welfare. 
It is well known that 600,000 to 700,000 
Albanian economic refugees presently are 
being hosted by the Greek people, earn their 
living in Greece and support their families 
in Albania with Greek money. 

To reiterate, the Greek political estab
lishment has supported Albania's sover
eignty and independence at the expense of 
sacrificing Northern Epirus which the 
Greek people have considered to be an in
tegral part of the Greek nation. This Greek 
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sacrifice admits of no argument or misin
terpretation. 

To shed light on this sad chapter in 
Greek-Albanian relations, I speak from 
personal experience in stating that Alba
nian apprehensions and fears are unwar
ranted since Greece never sincerely intend
ed to annex Northern Epirus. 

Greek politicians have exploited the 
question of Northern Epirus for internal 
political purposes and to play games with 
their adversaries. 

Never have they espoused it - save ver
bally for home consumption - as a cause 
to which they are sincerely dedicated. 

I was able ultimately to ascertain this in 
the course of four decades of contacts and 
talks with Greek politicians and other mem
bers of the Greek political establishment. 
These contacts left me wondering about the 
genuineness of their concern over North
ern Epirus. These politicians always evad
ed questions with vague excuses and illu
sory promises. This could not help but give 
rise to my ambiguous feelings about their 
sincerity and I sought an honest, knowl
edgeable individual to cut this Gordian 
Knot. Having found such a man, I ques
tioned him: "Sir, you know very well my 
struggle in pursuing my motherland's lib
eration for years. Through all this time, a 
disturbing thought bothered me. Does 

Mother Greece have Northern Epirus as a 
territorial claim to annex and incorporate 
it into Greece, or has such a claim been 
abandoned simply for the preservation of 
the Greek population in Albania?" 

The answer was: "Doctor, the second is 
the case. Greece wants the Greek popula
tion of Northern Epirus to remain enslaved 
to support Albania's vital existence." 

I was convulsed at this shocking reve
lation. This was August 1990, too late in 
the day for me to wake up to the truth. But 
there had been an earlier warning. The late 
Evangelos Averoff-Tositsa, an insider in 
the Greek political establishment and some
time Greek foreign minister, addressed a 
memorandum in the winter of 1944 to the 
then Greek Army Chief of Staff which was 
deliberately made public in the summer of 
1979. 

In it, Mr. A veroff made insulting re
marks regarding Albania's ethnic Greek 
minority and concluded: 

"If the Great Powers, after the end of 
the war, would give back Northern Epirus 
to us, we should not take it." 

Finally, this was publicly confirmed 
when Kostas Mitsotakis visited Albania's 
capital, Tirana, in May 1992 as Greece's 
Premier. In his press conference, Mr. Mit
sotakis stated unequivocally that: 

"Greece does not have territorial claims 

St. Sophia's in Valley Forge 

Newly elected GOYA officers flanking Fr. John A. Limberakis, (I. to r.), Maria Migdalias, 
secretary; Demetra Thomloudis, vice president; Maria Kyvernites, president; Alyssa Lim
berakis and .John A. Limberakis, both vice presidents with special assignments and Anasta
sia Bellos, treasurer. 
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against Albania." 
However, regardless of all these 

well-known Greek assurances, the Alba
nians persist in using this non-issue as the 
pretext in their campaign to eliminate Al
bania's Greek element. 

At this point, regretfully, I must express 
my humble opinion. 

Greeks and Albanians are connected by 
common ethics, customs, traditions and 
possibly, the same blood. They have been 
kept apart by chauvinistic sentiments ad
vocated by the very few in both countries. 
In what follows, I do not intend to repeat 
this historic error. 

In writing this book, my aim is to im
prove Greek-Albanian relations. By un
earthing old, ignored historical documents, 
I hope to challenge those in power in both 
countries to look to the past in order to build 
a better future for their people. 

Several important attempts at crucial 
times in history were made by distinguished 
Greeks and Albanians to achieve 
Greek-Albanian rapprochement. Today, 
both sides have forgotten these chapters in 
Greek-Albanian relations when attempts 
were made to achieve understanding and 
cooperation. 

In searching historical archives on this 
subject from the time of Ali Pasha Tepele
na (1744-1822), 1 found that this illustri
ous man was the first outstanding histori
cal personage to envision the creation of 
an independent Greek-Albanian state freed 
from the domination of Ottoman rulers. 

Besides Ali Pasha there have been oth
er people who kept this dream alive even 
into our own times. They were wise men 
from both sides, and they were not few, 
who aspired to see Greeks and Albanians 
united. 

The Tosks, Albanians of the south, re
volted against the Ottomans repeatedly in 
the period of 1830-1845 seeking their in
dependence. They sought the assistance of 
Greece in each instance - an assistance 
which was not forthcoming because of 
Greece's weakness and disastrous financial 
state. Jenel Gioleka's revolt in 1847 was 
supported by the entire population of south
ern Albania in seeking emancipation from 
the Turkish yoke, and union with Greece. 
Tum of the century Albanian patriots such 
as Abdul Frasheri, Mufid Libohova and Is
mail Kemal Vliora worked hard for an un
derstanding with Greece. 
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Nassau and Suffolk Republicans 
Honored Attorney General Vacco 

The Nassau and Suffolk County chap
ters ofthe New York State Hellenic Amer
ican Republican Association (NYSHARA) 
held its first membership drive and recep
tion on March 18th, honoring N.Y.S. At
torney General Dennis C. Vacco at the pres
tigious John Anthony's on the Water, in 
Babylon, Long Island. 

The event was a huge success, as offic
ers, members, and attendees interested in 
joining the organization shared ideas and 

A remarkable milestone in Greek-Al
banian relations was the initiative taken by 
the notables of Kossovo in April 1902. A 
delegation of prominent Ghuegs (northern 
Albanians), with the support of all Alba
nian organizations in the entire Ottoman 
Empire, approached the Greek consul gen
eral in Skopje. Their proposal was for 
Greek-Albanian collaboration in the cre
ation of a federated Greek-Albanian state. 

The formation ofa dual Greek-Albanian 
state was also proposed to the Greeks by 
Albanian nationalists during World War 11. 
This little-known proposal, as we shall see 
in Chapter 12, conceded the inclusion of 
Northern Epirus within the borders of 
Greece. 

On the Greek side, beginning with the 
Greek War of Independence of 1821 and 
continuing into the 20th Century, vision
aries such as Demetrius Hypsilantis, Kapo
distrias, Colettis, Chari laos Trikoupis, 
George Theotokis, Lampros Koromilas and 
the great Eleutherios Venizelos were all 
diligent in pursuing, though unsuccessful
ly, the ideal of a Greek-Albanian rap
prochement. 

Finally, I can do no better than to quote 
the great Albanian patriot Abdul Frasheri 
who had often called himself an Epirot. 
During negotiations in Ioannina with 
Mavromatis, the emissary of Greek Premier 
Trikoupis, Frasheri said that "Greeks and 
Albanians, united together, will liberate 
their subjugated lands and reach Constan
tinople with no great effort. " 

This was the truth of what Greek and 
Albanian friendship and alliance might 
have achieved in the past. In the same spir
it, only time and dedication will tell what 
can be achieved in the future. 

networked. The founder and Chairman of 
NYSHARA Peter J. Pappas, addressed the 
audience as did the Nassau County Chap
ter President, James P. Demetriou and Suf
folk County Chapter President, John Tsu
nis. The speakers stressed NYSHARA's 
goals throughout the State of New York. 

Executive Co-Chairnan for the event 
were: Dr. Stephen Cokinos, Nick Filacour
is, John Fotiadis, Tom Mathews, Dr. Peter 
Vastardis, Thomas Zoitas, Spiros Pavlakis, 
Charlie Savvas, Peter Toutoulis, John Tsu
ms. 

General Co-chairmen: Calliope Aposto
poulos, Dr. Lewis Bazakos, Peter Canaras, 
Stephen Cherpelis, David Director, Stephen 
Dutton, Demetri Fillas, Michael Kakoyian
nis, Peter Kassimatis, Paul Kerantzes, Jeff 
Kirchner,Toni Kourepinos,Nick Lentzeres, 
Peter Louca, Spiros Makropoulos, Andreas 
Markakis, Anastasios Matheos, Michael 
Cox, Tom Pragias, George Theodotou, 
Nakis Triphonos, Constantine Papamicha
el. 

Mr. Pappas, a self-made Greek- Amer
ican businessman who recognized the need 
for Hellenic American involvement and 
representation in the Republican Party, 
founded the association in 1997 with a 
dedicated core of volunteers. Since then, 
NYSHARA-the only Hellenic-American 
Republican organization chartered by the 
New York Republican State Committee
has grown to include a vigorous and grow
ing membership in all five boroughs of 
New York City as well as Long Island and 
Westchester. Mr. Pappas emphasized that 
"NYSHARA's membership is as diverse 
as the Hellenic-American community in
cluding both seasoned Greek-American 
professionals as well as young dynamic 
individuals. What is stressed is the active 
involvement of our members to address the 
needs of our community, promote the Re
publican candidates who espouse the val
ues and policies we believe in, and to pro
mote talented Americans of Hellenic de
scent seeking public service." 

NYSHARA has chapters in Brooklyn, 
Manhattan, Queens, Staten Island, Nassau, 
Suffolk and Westchester and actively seeks 
members who share the group's goals and 
vision. 
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CONSTANTINE KARAMANLIS 

The man who came from Proti a small 
village in Eastern Macedonia some sixty 
miles northeast of Salonica, a frontier re
gion with deep memories of struggles for 
freedom, the man who left his indelible 
mark on the life of Greece in the second 
half of the twentieth century has passed 
now to the realm of history. Born in a poor 
peasant family, he reached the summit of 
the Greek political world with his ability, 
strong will, vision, and common sense. 
Being human he made mistakes but his 
contributions by far exceed whatever the 
historians or critics may find objectionable. 

It is hard to believe that he was elected 
to the Greek legislature for the first time in 
1935, sixty three years ago. During the 
Metaxas regime and the Second World War 
he stayed in the sidelines, working for a 
living as an attorney in Salonica. But with 
the liberation of the country he returned to 
public life elected to the legislature in 1946, 
in the first postwar election. There is a sto
ry that when he went to the leader of his 
party to ask for a ministerial appointment, 
the party leader told him. "The only one 
left is the ministry of Labor." No one want
ed that ministerial post when labor condi
tions were so difficult. Karamanlis, with his 
characteristic bluntness simply said. "Give 
it to me." 

In 1955 he was chosen by King Paul to 
succeed Marshal Papagos as Premier. I was 
visiting Greece that summer and I remem
ber one of the officials in our embassy in 
Athens asking me who was considered by 
the people to be the best person to succeed 
Papagos who was terminally ill. I did not 
know Karamanlis then, but he was at the 
top of everybody's list. As minister of Pub
lic Works he had shown uncommon initia
tive and leadership. He had been so good 
that people thought of him as being an en
gineer instead of an attorney that he was. 
Hardly anyone considered any of the two 
deputy ministers, P. Kanellopoulos and S. 
Stefanopoulos, as good enough to succeed 
Papagos. Clearly, King Paul was in close 
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touch with public sentiment when, upon the 
death of Papagos in September 1955, he 
called Karamanlis to the palace and gave 
him the mandate to form a government. 

Karamanlis was approved by the Leg
islature but soon, to underline the change, 
he formed a new party, the National Radi
cal Union (ERE) and asked the King to dis
solve the legislature and call for a new elec
tion. He wanted to be Premier as the peo
ple's choice. It was a daring step because 
he could have lost everything but it was 
also a step which reaffirmed the public view 
that Karamanlis had indeed the qualities of 
a true leader. His victory in the 1956 elec
tion marked the beginning of a new era in 
Greece ' s postwar development. In the next 
eight years, Karamanlis launched an am
bitious program for economic develop
ment. Capital from foreign sources as well 
as from wealthy Greeks abroad flowed into 
Greece, changing the economic map of the 
country. At the same time he embarked on 
a determined effort to bring Greece into the 
new reality created in Europe in 1958 with 
the signing of the Treaty of Rome which 
set the stage for the European Common 
Market and eventually for today's Euro-

pean Union. Greece's European connec
tion, with all its promise and all its pitfalls 
and drawbacks, remains a lasting legacy of 
Karamanlis' leadership. 

Critics may say that when he faced a 
serious political storm he chose to leave the 
arena instead of staying on to fight. In 1963 
he left Greece, to become a self-exile in 
Paris. He had been confronted with an "ir
reconcilable struggle", (AvEv8ow<;) , a 
campaign engineered by the main opposi
tion party of George Papandreou, the Cen
ter Union, against the results of the 1961 
election. Karamanlis had won but his op
ponents claimed that his victory was the 
product of "force and fraud". (Biu Kat 

vo9ciu) . They also accused him of being 
responsible for the murder ofLambrakis, a 
leftist deputy, in Salonica, by right-wing 
extremists. His relations with King Paul de
teriorated, and in the summer of 1963 he 
resigned the premiership and left the coun
try. Soon, he had the dubious satisfaction 
of seeing the Center party and its leader 
George Papandreou lose control and come 
into open conflict with young King Con
stantine who had succeeded to the throne 
after his father's death in early 1964. In 
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1966, George Papandreou and King Con
stantine reached a compromise which was 
designed to lead to general elections in May 
1967. The agreement was sabotaged by 
Andreas, the son of George Papandreou 
and by certain extreme right-wing politi
cians, and this opposition to the sensible 
compromise opened the gates for the coup 
of the colonels on 21 April 1967. 

During the seven year dictatorship, 
Karamanlis, still a self exile in Paris, kept 
a weary eye on the situation in Greece, oc
casionally issuing a statement critical ofthe 
dictatorial regime. At one time I was asked 
by Karamanlis to bring such a major anti
junta statement to Babis Marketos, the pub
lisher of the ETHNIKOS KYRIX, in New 
York. This newspaper was the only major 
Greek language forum not subject to the 
censorship of the dictators. I happened to 
visit Karamanlis in those years several 
times and I believe I have a first hand 
knowledge of his views at the time. He 
blamed those who with their shortsighted
ness had given the colonels the excuse to 
move and overthrow democracy but also 
those who with their fanaticism had weak
ened democracy even before the coup of 
the colonels. He was most critical of the 
dictators who refused to relinquish power 
and restore democracy without a violent up
heaval. If only they would have the good 
sense to call him to restore democracy and 
put an end to the oppressive regime. Once 
r passed such a message to the junta lead
ers only to be rebuffed with no room for 
compromise. 

He was called back to Greece after the 
ignominious collapse of the dictatorial re
gime in July 1974 but by then Cyprus had 
paid a heavy price with the Turkish army 
occupying a large part of the island and one 
third of the Greek Cypriot popUlation 
turned into refugees. Those early months 
in the summer and fall of 1974 were fraught 
with danger. With masterful moves he 
guided Greece back into democracy, chart
ing a course of reconciliation, among the 
major political forces, legitimizing the 
Communist party, presiding over the writ
ing of a new Constitution, pushing through 
a plebiscite on the fate of the monarchy, 
and in effect ending the psychological leg
acy of the 1944-1949 attempt of the Com
munist party to bring Greece into the Sovi
et orbit. His critics claim that he did not 
treat King Constantine fairly during the 
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plebiscite, and that in order to placate the 
left, he destroyed the major private enter
prises in Greece turning them into the pub
lic enterprises which today have become 
such a destructive burden on the Greek 
economy. The charges are not totally un
founded. 

Upon his return to Greece in 1974, Kara
manlis replaced ERE with a new political 
party he named New Democracy. Con
scious of the value of symbolism, he want
ed to tell everyone that ERE, associated as 
it was with a different period of division 
and disunity, was no longer representative 
of the times. This party survives to the 
present day, now under the leadership of 
his nephew and namesake. He served as 
Premier until he moved in 1980 to the high
est post of the President of the Republic. 
He expected to be reelected to this post in 
1985 but Andreas Papandreou, the leader 
of the Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
(P ASOK) and the powerful Premier since 
1980 violated his own commitments to 
Karamanlis and had his majority party vote 
for Christos Sartzetakis, a justice of Areios 
Pagos and the judge who had played a key 
role in the investigation of the Lambrakis 
murder. It was a humiliating blow to Kara
man lis, but when he was again elevated to 
the Presidency in 1990 he buried the hatch
et and managed to work with Andreas Pa
pandreou who soon became Premier 
once again in 1993 . 

After the end of his term in 1995, Kara
manlis returned to private life, speaking out 
only sparingly, and only with brief state
ments on issues of national significance, 
never of a partisan character. Many Greeks 
affectionately-and some not so affection
ately-called him "the God". For the first 
time in modem Greek history a political 
leader had truly attained the stature of a true 
statesmen enjoying general respect and rec
ognition. 

True to his personality, he asked before 
his death to be given a simple burial with
out the pomposity of a state funeral. He 
detested theatrical gestures. He had passed 
through this life giving his best to his coun
try. He had done his duty as he saw that 
duty. Now, it was time to leave the stage 
and to let history work on its verdict. 
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EAAllV07tOUAfl 
Ka6E Xpovo <p6avouv crtTJV Nea 

Y OPKTJ 1tOHE~ oEKaoE~ KapKtv01ta6ij 
1tUl01a a1to tTJV EHcl8a ylU 6Epa1tEla crto 
1tEpi<pTJ~o cr' OAO toy KOcr~O Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. Eiva1 
10UfltlKO IlTJ KEpOOcrK01t1KO iopulla crto 
o1toio yi VOVtu1 E pEUVE~ ylU toy KapKi vo 
Ka1 6Epa1teta tTJ~ a6Epa1tEUtTJ~ acr6E
VElU~ . 

Ta 1tEP1crcrOtEpa 1ta101a etVa1 a1to 
a1tOpE~ O1KOYEVE1E~ Kat 01 yOVEl~ 1tOU ta 
cruvooElJOUV aVtlllEtOmil:;ouv to 1tpO~A TJ
Ila tTJ~ crtEYTJ~ Kat1tpocraplloyij~ crto YEO 
1tEp1~aAAov IlE Oa1taVE~ 1tOU OEV ElVa1 crE 
6EcrTJ va avtlllEtomicrouv. 

It' auto lopu6TJKE to Greek Children's 
Fund. rlU va ~OTJ6ijcrE1 crtTJV E~EuPEcrTJ 
crts;YTJ~, va OlEUKOAUVE1 tTJv Eicrooo tOJV 
1ta101WV crto VOcrOKO~etO, va tOU~ Kpata 
cruvtpoqna 1l1a E101Kij K01VWV1Kij AE1-
tOUPyo~ Ka1 va E~acrq>UAicrE1 crtOU~ 
YOVEl~ tu ~acrtKa E~ooa tTJ~ 1tapallovij~ 
tou~ crtTJv N. YOPKTJ. 

To Greek Children's Fund avijKE1 crto 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Cen
ter Kat OlEU9uVEtu1 a1tO E1t1tP01tij 0110-
YEVWV U1tO HIV 1tpOEbpia toU lOpUtoU toU 
tullElOU autou K. LtEAlOU Mat6aiou, 
E1t1XE1PTJ~atia EcrtlatOpIWV crto NlOU 
TI:;EpcrEu. 

BOTJ6ijcrtE Ka1 crE1~ tu KapK1 V01tu6ij 
1tat01a crt£/-. VOvta~ 01t01OOij1tOtE 1tocro 
crtTJV 1tapaKatW OlEu6uvcrTJ tOU vocro
KOlletou: 

The Greek Children's Fund 

PO Box 541500 

Flushing, N.Y. 11354 

I want to help. Enclosed in my contribu
tion: 

Name ................................ ............. .......... . 

Address .. ................................... .. .... .... . . 

City ....... ........... ...... ... .... .. ....................... . 

State ...... .. ........ .. Zip code ..... .. ........ ...... . 
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MY FRIEND ALECKO 
Gone But Never To Be Forgotten .... 

By now whoever had picked up a news
paper during the last week of April, be it 
The New York Times or the Greek- Ameri
can press, would know about the passing 
of Alexander Papamarkou. His funeral at 
the Archdiocesan Cathedral attended by 
three Archbishops and half a dozen cler
gymen made it a ceremory of Byzantine 
grandeur. The Dean of the cathedral, Dr. 
Robert Stefanopoulos, had been in charge 
of the liturgy, the music and the exceptional 
order of the sitting of the international 
crowd that came to New York to pay their 
respect to the one everybody called Alec
ko. 

But who was Alecko Papamarkou to 
deserve so much fuss? 

Years ago when the Greek-American 
Review was still named Nea Yorki. this 
writer, who has had the priviledge to have 
known Alecko from childhood, was grant
ed an interview. He liked it, so producing 
it to our readers would be a firsthand por
trait of this extraordinary man: 

"His name is not a household word. But 
to the international jet-set it is a passkey. If 
you know him or rather if he knows you, 
all your petty problems are solved. From 
last minute third row theatre tickets to the 
best table at the most fashionable restau
rant, name it, Alecko as his friends call him, 
has it for you within minutes. People won
der how he does it. After all he is a stock
broker, dealing with buying and selling 
stocks and bonds. Of course some call him 
their financial adviser, others their public 
relations organizer. Actually what he does 
best is, according to his own admission, his 
talent of putting people together, acting as 
a catalyst among them for better results in 
their business, and hence in his own. 

The right kind of people, of course. 
From kings (in Spain he was the guest at 
the Royal Palace) to multimillionaires (the 
Gordon Getty's are his best friends) . He is 
on first name basis with the international 
who's who. Small wonder that a week does 

MAY, 1998 

I By IRIS LILL YS I 

Alecko Papamarkou 

not go by without his name appearing in a which proved to be the turning point of his 
social column. Last June the Wall Street life . His good luck combined with his 
Journal had a three column article on AI- charmingly aggressive personality and his 
exander Papamarkou' s businesses and so- education got him to serve his military duty 
cial activities. Last year the Town and as Queen Frederica's secretary typing her 
Country magazine came out with a full correspondence in German, English, 
length article on him. Suzy does not miss French and Greek. (He has since added 
one of his parties and neither does Liz Spanish and Italian to his polyglotic capac-
Smith. ities.) 

But who is Alecko Papamarkou? Few Alecko's inborn tremendous talent for 
of his international clients even know he is public relations showed early. He managed 
a Greek .. . Yet he was born outside Athens to get himself appointed producer of the 
in the suburb ofPalaio Faliro. The son of a Greek program at B.B.c. in London at a 
well- known physician, he went through his time when Greek shipowners were estab
studies with a remarkable speed. Graduat- lishing themselves and their businesses in 
ing from the prominent Athens College in England . Through his connections at 
Psyhico, he got a scholarship to the Max- B.B.c., Alecko met a great number of very 
well School of Public Affairs in Syracuse, prominent people, politicians, artists, busi
N.Y. Masters from Princeton in Intemation- ness men, the shakers and the movers of 
al affairs followed . During his summer international society. He put the "new 
vacation he would get jobs as a trainee in Greeks" as they were called at that time in 
well known shipping firms in London while contact with people that could open doors 
working on his Ph.D. at the London School for them and he is indirectly responsible 
of Economics. By then, it was time for his for some big fortunes accumulated right 
military service. He went back to Athens, after the war. But Alecko soon realized that 
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although public relations was his greatest 
asset, it had to be used at a profitable end. 
He came to New York, took the necessary 
examinations and started working with top 
brokerage firms, Oppenheimer & Co. at the 
beginning, E.F. Hutton later on. He did 
quite well but not according to his untiring 
aggressive spirit. 

A few years ago he opened his own firm 
and the outcome confirmed his convictions. 
Some of the most prominent people of the 
world are his clients. Among them famous 
Sheik Abdul Aziz al Sulaiman, the founder 
of ARAMCO and the famous art collector 
Baron Thyssen-Bornemisza. In the United 
States, from East to West his clients include 
businessmen, actors, television personali
ties, all part of the beautiful people and 
consequently the influential ones. These 
people which actually are his friends as well 
as his clients, Alecko entertains lavishly. 
In his own words "my clients, all very ma
jor people, are also my friends because I 
perform for them a great many services 
above and beyond the call of professional 
duty. I guess they respect that, as it is an 
approach contrary to the well known pres
sure of salesmanship." For those extra ser
vices Papamarkou's office employs three 
secretaries six days a week! 

Another side of Alecko's personality 
and one that very few people know, is his 
unselfish generosity, both financial and 
moral. He will go out of his way to help 
people that are not or will never be his cli
ents. On the other hand something very well 
known and admired is Alecko's devotion 
to his mother and his two sisters. He is 
called the prodigal son. Of course he has 
an exceptional mother and he treats her in 
an exceptional manner. Born in Holland, 
she found herself in Athens after World 
War II, a widow, with three teenage chil
dren, and limited funds. Her struggle to 
educate them and give them the moral 
strength to go ahead in life is something 
Alecko makes constant efforts to repay. In 
her eighties Margot Papamarkou lives in a 
lovely apartment on the East side and very 
often her glamorous sophistication and her 
regal stature preside at her son's dinner par
ties. 

People often ask why Alecko never 
married. The answer is very simple. No 
woman could ever survive next to the dy
namic, mesmerizing personality of Alec
ko. Besides (and take the word of this writer 
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who has known him since childhood) Alec
ko has never had the time for emotional 
involvements. His fight for success has 
been his only infatuation. But he found the 
time to refresh my memory for this article. 
"Thank you" to the one, according to col
umnist Liz Smith, who gives Greeks a good 
name." 

This was twelve years ago. Since then, 
Alecko, the founder ofPapamarkou & Co., 
had evolved into one of the best known in
ternational investment bankers. His clients 
included royalty, top industrialists, ship
owners, major institutions and high
net-worth individuals throughout the 
world. Besides his business acumen, his 
personality and his heart of gold, together 
with his unquestionable discretion, made 
his clients to become his devoted friends. 
So much so, that his proverbial temper was 
accepted by everybody as the charming part 
of his personality. The personnel in his of
fice can attest to it... Alecko was unique. 
As a friend who was a schoolmate of his 
put it, "God created Alecko, and threw the 
mold away." 

Together with his exceptional devotion 
to his mother and his two sisters Alecko 
was also a friend as very few people are. 
And he could be devoted to people of ev
ery status of life regardless of his reputa
tion as a snob. A few years back he gave in 
the Cathedral a memorial Mass for his fa
ther and his sister Iris, his grandfather and 
uncles . Among the names deceased was a 
woman ' s name that did not ring a bell. 
When his mother, still alive at that time, 
was asked who the woman was, the answer 
was touching. "She used to be a maid who 
was with us for many years." Alecko, a 
child at that time, remembered her devo
tion to the family. But this is not surpris
ing. His generosity was unique. He was 
born a giver. As he himself had said, "We 
better do what we have to do before it is 
too late." By too late, he meant our jour
ney on this planet. As he had an unshak
able faith, his departure to the higher 
spheres did not disturb him. But he wanted 
to leave everything in good order. When 
two years ago his mother passed away he 
commented, "I only pray that we land on 
the same platform" ... Having the same 
faith, we agreed. 

Three years ago Alecko underwent the 
very fashionable operation, namely a few 
bypasses. He came out fine but his doctors 

at Lennox Hospital asked him to start liv
ing a normal life. But for Alecko spending 
the greatest part of a month in an airplane 
travelling all over the globe was normal. 
So when the news spread on the morning 
of April the 23rd that Alecko was found 
unconscious on the floor of his apartment 
facing Central Park (where he had just 
moved to a month ago) and the emergency 
at Roosevelt Hospital could not resuscitate 
him despite the great shock of pain that 
afflicted the ones who knew him best, that 
is the way Alecko would have wanted it. 
Premonition or not he took care of his do
nations generously. To the Library of Con
gress he funded the Harissios Papamarkou 
Chair in Education in honor of his 
grandfather,a leading Greek educator.To 
the cathedral ofSt. John the Divine, whose 
Dean Emeritus Dr. James Morton was a 
close friend of his, also for his father Dr. 
Plutarchos Papamarkou a Chair of Infec
tious Diseases was created. 

In memory of his mother he funded 
both a Central Park Conservancy and an 
endowment at the New York Philharmon
ic. New York University, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and Lincoln Center were 
among the receivers of his donation. Not 
to mention the Patriarchate in Constanti
nople and the Orthodox Church all over, 
wich he did not make public. 

Known for his love for Orthodoxy, he 
held the rank of Archon Megas Hieromni
mon ofthe Ecumenical Patriarcate of Con
stantinople , the highest distinction for a 
layman. He had also served as a member 
of the Archdiocesan Council Executive 
Committee from which he resigned, dis
agreeing with late developments. His pass
ing was highly acknowledged by the Patri
archate as Archbishop Joakim of Hal kid on 
was the number one Eminence of the see 
of Constantinople who was sent over to rep
resent the patriarch. He also delivered the 
first eulogy. 

A very touching moment followed. 
Archbishop lakovos, the ex-Prelate of Or
thodoxy in North and South America and 
a personal friend of Alecko with tears in 
his eyes and a throb in his throat uttered 
the words that the deceased would have 
been very happy to hear. And so were all 
Alecko's friends . His Eminence Archbish
op of America Spyridon was kind enough 
to add his blessings although his views did 
not coincide with Alecko's. Michael Jaha-
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ris, representing the closest friends of Alec
ko, said a few words which expressed ev
erybody' s feelings . 

Attending the ceremony were many 
people-his close friends and dignitaries, 
clients, social acquaintances, and some, 
mostly members of the Philoptohos, who 
had never known Alecko but who came for 
the show ... 

To be seen next to his sister,were Liza 
Jewell, H.M. Constantine,ex King of He 1-
lenes, his sister Princess Irine, Prince Pav
los and Princess Marie-Chantal, Prince 
Nicholas of Greece, the Empress of Iran 
Farah Pahlevi and Marina of Greece. Rep
resenting the Royal Family of Spain, the 
King's nephews Beltra and Bruno, Gomez 
Acebo; Simeon, brother of the King of 
Bulgaria and Alexandra of Yugoslavia. 
Lord Marc Bolland represented the Prince 
of Wales. Also at the cathedral were he 
prince and princess Alexander Romanov. 

Also to give their farewell wishes were 
Ambassador and Mrs. Michael Sotirhos,the 

Ambassador Christos Zaharakis, the Con
suls General of Greece, Mr. Manessis and 
of Cyprus Mr. Eliadis. The grand Benefac
tor of the Patriarcate Mr. Panayiotis 
Angelopoulos,aIthough in poor health, did 
not hesitate to fly all the way for his last 
good-by. The President and Vice-president 
of the Onassis Foundation Mr. Stellios 
Papademitriou and Pavlos Ioannides and 
his wife were also present and so was the 
President of the Niarhos Foundation, Mr. 
Andreas Dracopoulos. 

From abroad Mr. and Mrs. George Li
vanos, the brothers Goulandris and Chan
dris, Peter Nomikos, Gregory Callimanop
oulos, Mrs Yanna Angelopoulos, Ginny 
Andrianopoulos, Mr. and Mrs Anninos, 
Johnny and Maria-Christina Billimatsis 
,Alilki Perroti, Theodore Samonrtas,only to 
name a few. From Texas Mr. James Bill
ington and Chris Serofin from California 
Mrs. Ann Getty and a few of her sons. 

From New York, Peter Rockefeller, 
Prof. John Brademas, Mrs. Kalliopi Kulu-

koundis, Alkyon Stathatos, Prof. Andreas 
Akrivopoulos, the Prounis family, Alecko's 
close friend Elli Antoniades,Dimitri 
Mavromatis, the Lauder family, Dino 
Logothetides, and a host of others. Last but 
not least, Aleckos ' oldest school mate Rolf 
Miller and his mother Liselote Khan, whose 
husband, Dr. Ernest Miller was the obste
trician to Queen Frederica. 

And to close this social event as Alecko 
would have called it, Eileen Mehli, the fa
mous "Suzy" of the Wmagazine was there. 
Regretfully his close friend Barbara Walters 
was out of the country and could not make 
it. 

Following the services, the guests were 
invited to a reception Greek-style called 
macaria which took place at the large re
ception hall of the Cathedral and where Da
nial's catering produced its usual master
pieces. Alecko's sister, Lisa Jewell told us 
"I did it exactly as Alecko would have 
wanted, as he had done it for our mother." 

One thing is sure. We shall all miss you 
terribly, adorable Alecko ... 

PHILOPTOCHOS ATTENDS UNICEF'S GOLDEN CELEBRATION 

A Gala Celebration which represented a true high point in 
UNICEF's history of 50 years, took place recently at the Sheraton 
Hotel in New York City. As partners in UNICEF projects the 
Philoptochos Board was extended an invitation to this gala af
fair. Amongst UNICEF leaders were the UNICEF president of 
Greece, many TV and theatre personalities, diplomats and the 
First Lady, Mrs. Hillary Clinton as presenter of UNICEF's Dis-
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tinguished Service Award to Mr. Hugh Downs. Pictured above, L. to 
R. are, Professor Anthony Cominos, President Unicef Committee of 
Greece,and Mrs. Cominos, Efthalia Katos, Helen Kocolatos Demos, 
Maria Logus, Esq., Argeria Logus, Pauline O'Neal, Sophia Altin, for 
many years Archdiocese Philoptochos UNICEF Liaison, Marie Tza
gourn is, John Tsacrios Jr., UNICEF Regional Executive Director, 
Antonia Kouperinos, Lila Prounis, Aphrodite Skeadas. 
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V ARN. ZAGARIS WINS A WARD FOR 
OUTSTANDING VIDEO PRODUCTION 

Varnavas Zagaris, president of Varna
vas Zagaris Productions of Claremont, NH, 
was honored at the 45th Columbus Inter
national Film & Video Festival, also known 
as The Chris Awards, for outstanding pro
duction in the industry. Receiving the 
Bronze plaque was the video Boston Dio-

Zagaris presents his award winning videos 
to Metropolitan Methodios 

cese Ministries which he produced for the 
Diocese of Boston. The video showcases 
the ministries ofthe Boston Diocese under 
the leadership of Metropolitan Methodios. 
It has moving scenes from Youth Minis
try, Hospital and Elderly Ministry, Mar
riage Preparation Seminars, Prison Minis
try, Orthodox Christian Fellowship, Radio 
Ministry, Philoxenia House, the Diocesan 
Philoptochos Board, Oratorical Festivals 
and Youth Dance Groups as well as vari
ous outreach programs. Three other vid
eos produced by Varnavas Zagaris received 
honorable mention. Videos on the Boston 
Diocese Camp Programs, on the Diocese 
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of Boston participation in Mission Mexico 
and My Cyprus were honored at the Co
lumbus International Film & Video Festi
vals. The video on the camp programs 
highlights this aspect of the Boston Dio
cese youth ministry which involves hun
dreds of children throughout the year. The 
Mission Mexico video shows how Metro
politan Methodios and the entire Boston 
Diocese Orthodox family have joined to
gether in an effort to minister hands on to 
the poor and needy of Mexico through this 
dynamic ministry. 

My Cyprus, which has also won Best 
Documentary 1966--New Hampshire State 
Council on the Arts, a bronze plaque for 
political documentary at the U.S. Interna
tional Festival and at the American Inter
national Festival, includes poignant scenes 
by Varnavas Zagaris as he takes the view
ers from his ancestral village high in the 
mountains to magnificent beaches on the 
coastline, from ancient civilizations to vi
olent clashes along the buffer zone that sep
arate the warring peoples. It is a video ad
venture that inspires, entertains, educates 
and evokes deep feelings of empathy. 

Varnavas Zagaris is president of the St. 
Vasilios Greek Orthodox parish in New
port, NH. 

Rev. ANDREWS' CHURCH SERVICE 
RECOGNIZED BY FLORIDA PARISH 

The Rev. Dean Timothy Andrews of 
Boca Raton, FL has been honored for his 
long, dedicated and distinguished service 
to the Church in America at a testimonial 
luncheon at the Boca Raton Hotel and Club. 
The luncheon was sponsored by the St. 
Mark's parish in Boca Raton which Fr. 
Andrews helped establish in 1981, and 
served as its first Priest. It was attended by 
relatives and friends from throughout the 
United States. Expressing once again his 
love for and dedication to the Church, Fr. 
Andrews announced that he was contrib
uting the $30,000 raised at the luncheon to 
the Archbishop Iakovos Library Fund at 
Hellenic College and Holy Cross in 
Brookline. The library is currently under 
construction, nearing completion. Fr. An-

By Sophia Nibi 

drews founded the Hellenic College-Holy 
Cross Library and served as its director until 
his retirement in 1981. 

The St. Mark's Parish has accorded Fr. 
Andrews the title of Priest Emeritus and 
was given the task of developing the St. 
Mark Parish Library into a dynamic center 
for the study of Orthodox Christianity by 
the clergy and laity of South Florida. Fr. 
Andrews' religious career spans a half cen
tury as a devoted Priest, an accomplished 
scholar and librarian whose library career 
began in 1944 as an assistant librarian at 
Pratt Institute in New York. In 1995, Arch
bishop Iakovos, acknowledging the many 
years Fr. Andrew spent for the advance
ment and importance ofiibraries, declared 
him the official Librarian Emeritus of all 
libraries of the Greek Orthodox Archdio
cese. Fr. Andrews and Presbytera Maritsa 
are the parents of Zoe Stavri Polsgrove of 
Bethesda, MD, and Stephanie Andrews 
White of Marblehead, MA. They are the 
grandparents of four. 

MELANIE MACARONIS BROWN 
CONCERT BENEFITED SUFFOLK 

UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL 

Composer and pianist Melanie Macaro
nis Brown of Weston, MA adjunct profes
sor ofiaw at Suffolk University, offered a 
Benefit Concert for the Suffolk Law School 
on April 25. The talented and accom
plished musician is a Phi Beta Kappa and 
magma cum laude graduate of Wellesley 
College, a Rhodes Scholar finalist, and re
cipient of a law degree from the Universi
ty of Virginia School of Law. She has 
served as an assistant attorney general in 
the Criminal Bureau of the Boston office 
of the Attorney General. Melanie has stud
ied piano with the best in the concert world, 
is currently studying with concert pianist 
Anthony di Bonaventura of Boston Uni
versity. She has performed with several 
orchestras in Boston, including the MIT 
Symphony. She has made two recordings 
with the Greater Boston Youth Symphony 
orchestra and has performed various bene
fit concerts. As a composer, she has pur-
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sued studies in theory, analysis, and com
position with flutist and composer John C. 
Heiss of the new England Conservatory 
She is currently working on a large scale 
composition for voice and instrumental 
ensemble based on William Falkner's Light 
in August. Melanie, her husband, Ethan J. 
Brown and their two-year-old daughter 
Elissa Rose Brown worship at the St. Dem
etrios parish in Weston, MA. 

DR. LINGOS ADDRESSED ALPHA 
OMEGA COUNCIL IN BOSTON 

Dr. Tania Lingos of Milton, MA, the 
medical director of the South Suburban 
Oncology Center in Quincy, MA addressed 
members and guests of the Alpha Omega 
Council of Boston on the subject of pros
tate cancer. Dr. Lingos is a graduate of 
Wellesley College and the University of 
Massachusetts Medical Center. She has 
been named by Boston Magazine one of 
the 300 best doctors in Boston. She was 
the Chief Resident in Radiation Medicine 
at Massachusetts General Hospital. 

(Editor's note: The Greek American 
Review extends its deepest symphathy to 
Dr. Tania Lingos and her family, includ
ing her dad-Dr. John Lingos-on the recent 
loss of her beloved mother Sonia, a well 
known philanthropist in the Greek Ameri
can Community of New England and the 
community at large. May her memory be 
eternal). 

MARIA PAPPAS WINS NOMINATION 
FOR COOK COUNTY TREASURER 

Maria Pappas of Chicago, IL, will be on 
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Maria Pappas 

the general election ballot in November 
seeking the post of Cook County treasurer, 
a position which handles $7 billion in tax
es, fees and fines every year, plus a $3 bil
lion pension fund . She is currently Cook 
County Commissioner and the highest 
ranking elected country official of Greek
American heritage in the state of Illinois. 
As a Cook County Commissioner for two 
terms, Ms. Pappas is familiar with every 
aspect of county government. Her goals 
for the country treasurer's office are to 
make it more "customer friendly" and to 
earn more interest on the money the trea
surer receives in taxes, fines and fees. Maria 
Pappas was born and grew up near Wheel
ing, WV. She earned a bachelor of arts 
degree in sociology at West Virginia State 
University. She went to Chicago in the mid 
1970s to study for her Ph.D. in counseling 
and psychology at Loyola University. She 
then went on to receive a law degree at ITT
Chicago Kent College of Law. Her teach
ing experience includes appointments at 
West Virginia State, Loyola and DePaul 
universities in Chicago; a seven-year pro
fessorship at Governor's State university, 
and assignment for special psychology 
courses and seminars in Israel, Holland, 
Greece, Switzerland, England, Germany 
and Austria. 

DR. CONSTANT. LEV ANOS WILL 
HEAD MASS DENTAL SOCIETY 

Dr. Constantinos Levanos of Spring
field, MA has been elected president of the 
Massachusetts Dental Society. He is the 

first person of Greek ancestry to hold the 
office. Dr. Levanos was born in Spring
field, MA and studied at the American In
ternational College. After graduation from 
Georgetown University, he served as Cap
tain in the United States Army for two 
years, achieving the rank of colonel from 
the Army Reserve with the Army Merito
rious Medal among his many awards and 
decorations. He opened his general prac
tice in dentistry in 1969. He served on the 
Ludlow, MA Hospital staff from 1975 to 
1985 and is currently the United Way Den
tal Division Chairman. He has been hon
ored by the Fellowships in the Academy 
of General Dentistry, the American Col
lege of Dentists, and the Pierre Fauchard 
Academy. Dr. Levanos is a member of the 
American Academy of Periodontology, the 
Academy of General Dentistry, the Feder
ation Dentaire International, the Delta Sig
ma Delta Fraternity, the Association of 
Military Surgeons ofthe United States and 
the Reserve Officers Association of the 
United States. 

ARISTOTLE PAPANIKOLAOU 
EARNS Ph.D. IN THEOLOGY 

Aristotle Papanikolaou of Brookline, 
MA and Palos Hills, IL, has been awarded 
the doctor of philosophy degree in theolo
gy from the University of Chicago. He is 
the son of Father Byron and Presbytera 
Cynthia Papanikolaou who have been serv
ing in the Palos Hills, IL Sts. Constantine 
& Helen parish for 38 years. Dr. Papani
kolaou, known as Telly to his many friends, 
is a 1984 graduate of the Amos Alonzo 
Stagg High School in Palos Hills. He holds 
the bachelor of arts degree in theology from 
Fordham University and the master of di
vinity degree from Holy Cross Greek Or
thodox School of Theology. Dr. Papani
kolaou and his wife Constantia reside in 
Brookline, MA. 

CAPT. GEORGE SOTOS SPOKE AT 
CHICAGO'S HELLENIC MUSEUM 

Captain George P. Sotos, US Navy, Ret., 
spoke at Chicago's Hellenic Museum as 
part of the museum's exhibit "Defenders 
of Democracy: Greek Americans in the 
Military." He spoke on "Hunting Enemy 
Submarines in World War II. " George So
tos was commissioned an ensign in the 
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Capt. George P. Sotos 

Naval Reserve in Chicago in 1941. He ad
vanced to the rank of Lt. commander by 
1945 and was accepted into the regular 
navy in 1947 where he rose to his present 
rank of captain in 1960. His principal afloat 
duty had been with the destroyer force 
where he commanded destroyer escorts, a 
destroyer, and an escort squadron. In the 
amphibious force he commanded the USS 
Colonial and in the service force, his last 
afloat command, a fleet oiler, the USS 
Tolovana. Ashore, he served as the mili
tary training officer and then executive of
ficer of the Recruit Training Commands of 
Great Lakes, IL, and Bainbridge, MD. He 
also spent three years as the first command
ing officer of the Underground Emergen
cy Headquarters for the Commander of 
Chief Pacific at Junia, HI; two years as sec
tion head, research and development for 
communications, electronic warfare and 
intelligence in the Office of the Chief of 
Naval Operations; five years as head of 
computer systems planning and design for 
the Joints Chiefs of Staff; and two years as 
director of the Department of Defense 
Computer Institute. He received numer
ous decorations. Captain Sotos retired from 
the Navy in 1972. He was recruited by the 
US General Accounting office where he 
remained for II years. In 1983, the De
partment of Education recruited him to 
serve as the head of its computer systems 
operations. He retired from the Department 
of Education 1996, having completed 57 
years of combined military and federal ser
vice. 
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DR. KATHRYN COUMANIS 
HONORED BY DAUGHTERS 

Dr. Kathryn Coumanis of Mobile, AL, 
has been honored by the Daughters ofPene
lope. She is the executive director ofPene
lope House, the first Shelter for Battered 
Women and their children which she 
founded in Mobile in 1978. Dr. Coumanis 
is retired from he Alabama Department of 
Human Resources. Dr. Coumanis was the 
only child of Tony and Annie Calogrides, 
restaurateurs in Mobile. She hold a doctor 
of education degree in Higher Education 
Administration from the University of Al
abama, a master of social work degree from 
Tulane University, a bachelor of science 
in elementary education from Spring Hill 
College and an associate degree in Greek 
language and religion from St. Basil's 
Academy in Garrison, NH. She is a li
censed certified social worker and a mem
ber of the Academy of Certified Social 
Workers. Her social work career consists 
of 30 years of direct service, administra
tive, teaching and consulting. She was the 
First Lady of Mobile in 1985 and received 
numerous awards and recognition for her 
community service work in the area of do
mestic violence. Dr. Coumanis and her hus
band of 36 years, Rick, are the parents of 
Chris and Tonie Ann. 

DR. TERZIS' ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
RECOGNIZED BY DAUGHTERS 

OF PENELOPE 

Dr. Julia K. Terzis, director of the Mi
crosurgical Program at Eastern Virginia 
Medical School and Associate Professor in 
the Department of Plastic Surgery at East
ern Virginia Medical School was among 
two women honored by the Daughters of 
Penelope during their "Salute to Women" 
program. Dr. Terzis is an internationally 
known microsurgeon in the field of peri ph
eral nerve injuries and micro reconstruc
tion of injured nerves. She obtained her 
medical degree from Thomas Jefferson 
University in Philadelphia, PA and her 
Ph.D. degree on neurophysiology from 
McGill University in Montreal. Recipeint 
of many honors and awards, Dr. Terzis is 
the author offour text books and many ar
ticles in the field of reconstructive micro
surgery. Dr. Terzis is the founder of the 

American and International Societies for 
Reconstructive Microsurgery and of the 
American Society of the Peripheral Nerve. 
She has served as chairman of the Plastic 
Surgery Research Council and as president 
of the International Microsurgery Society. 

ZAHARIS COUPLE WILL RECEIVE 
DIOCESE OF BOSTON AWARD 

Aristidis and Vaseleki Zaharis of En
field, CT will receive the Diocese of Bos
ton 1998 Award on June 14 when the Greek 
Orthodox Diocese family of Boston gath
ers for the 12th Annual Awards Dinner. 

. Metropolitan Methodios will present the 
A ward to those chosen by their respective 
parishes for their exemplary stewardship 
oftime and talent. The St. Nicholas Parish 
in Enfield, chose the Zaharis couple for this 
year's award. Aristides Zaharis was born 
in Ioannina, Greece and grew up in the vil
lages of Kato Pedina and Kalpaki . There, 
he was very active in the Church where he 
learned to chant. In 1978, upon comple
tion of his education in Greece, he immi
grated to Worcester, MA to further his ed
ucation. Vaseliki Kitsos was born and 
raised in Worcester, MA, worshipping with 
her family at the st. Spyridon parish, ac
tive in the choir and the Sunday School pro
gram. She met Aristidis in 1980 and they 
married at the St. Spyridon church in 1982. 
They immediately moved to Connecticut 
where Aristidis found employment at Bom
bardier Aviation Services as a jet engine 
mechanic at Bradley International Airport. 
Vaseliki was employed as an administra
tive assistant until they began their family. 
they are the parents of Pan agio tis, 15, Va
silios, 13, Haralambos, II, and Gabriel, 6. 
They worship at the St. Nicholas Parish in 
Enfield, CT. Aristidis is the chanter of the 
parish, serves on the parish council, and has 
served on the community's stewardship 
committee. Vaseleki is a church school 
teacher, the prosforon baker, the unofficial 
editor of the church bulletin and a member 
of the stewardship committee. 

A WIDE LENS VIEW 
AROUND THE COUNTRY 

Christos Papoutsy of Rye Beach, NH 
was honored by the Order of Ahepa and 
the Daughters of Penelope with the Peri-

45 



des A ward at a testimonial dinner held at 
the St. Nicholas Parish Andrew and Grace 
Jarvis Fellowship hall in Portsmouth, NH. 
Mr. Papoutsy was honored because he ex
emplifies the ideals of Hellenism, patrio
tism and fortitude in the community and 
for mankind. 

Fotios Papamichael of Little Neck, 
NY, has been named board president of the 
New York Water Environmental Associa
tion. 

Cathy Koufogazos, president of the 
Dracut, MA Scholarship Foundation, has 
successfully completed the 15th Annual 
Dracut Scholarship Foundation Telethon 
which raised $65,000. 

Aleke Tsoubanos of Town & Country, 
MO, is the new Missouri state tennis cham
pion. 

Dr. Louis G. Jenis of Needham, MA is 
now associated with the medical staff at the 
New England Baptist Hospital in Boston. 

Ethel Lafazanis, the choir director of 
the Annunciation Parish in Cranston, RI, 
and Emmanuel Mihailides, the parish's or
ganist, were honored in recognition of their 
50 years of service to the community. They 
received awards from the National Forum 
of Greek Orthodox Musicians from the 
New England Federation of Greek Ortho
dox Musicians. 

Chris Vlachos, Watertown, MA High 
School Class of 1983, has been inducted 
into the Watertown High School Athletic 
Hall of Fame. He was an accomplished 
hockey player and an All American at Sa
lem, State College. 

Fr. Demetrios Demopulos of Fitch
burgh, MA, the Priest of the Holy Trinity 
parish in that town, participated in an Ecu
menical Roundtable on Science, Technol
ogy and the Church in the United States 
and Canada. The roundtable, a focus of 
which was "Human Genetic Enhancement" 
was hosted by the Episcopal Church Work
ing Group on Science, Technology and 
Faith. Fr. Demopulos is a geneticist. 

Nicholas Gage of Grafton, MA, author 
of Eleni and A Place for Us, attended a 
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viewing of the moving film Eleni at the 
Woburn, MA, Annunciation Parish Hall, 
sponsored by the Vestales Chapter of the 
Daughters of Penelope. 

Melina Kanakaredes of Providence, RI 
will playa woman of the 90s who leaves 

behind her life in Los Angeles to return 
home to her family in Providence, RI, in 
an NBC pilot for the show Providence. 
Melina has been seen in the Guiding Light, 
played Jimmy Smitt's early girlfriend on 
NYPD Blue, and has appeared in New 
York News, Due South and in the movie 
Dangerous Beauty. 

Gregory Vrakatitsis of Keene, NH, has 
been named vice president of Keane, Inc. 
of Boston. 

Anne Kertiles Polaski of Westfield, 
MA, has been chosen by the National Sci
ence Foundation to receive the Presiden
tial A ward for Excellence in Elementary 
School Science Education. She is a fifth 
grade teacher in Dunstable. She is a 1966 
graduate of Westfield High School, a 1969 
phi beta kappa graduate of the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst, and hold a 
master's degree in education from the Uni
versity of Massachusetts in Lowell. Her 
award winning project was titled, "How We 
Use and Abuse Our Water." 

Gregory and Anna Demetrakas of 
Cranston, RI have been inducted into the 
University of Rhode Island's College of 
Continuing Education Hall of Honor. Mr. 
and Mrs. Demetrakas who have contribut
ed to numerous causes worldwide, espe
cially to the charities and organizations of 
World Wide Orthodox Christianity, have 

established an endowment in their names 
at the University of Rhode Island. They 
also support the Walter Crocker Scholar
ship Fund, established at URI by Anna 
Demetrakas. 

Stephen Kaloyanides of Malden, MA 
was honored by the Victory & Massachu
setts Mason Lodges which presented him 
the Henry Price Medal. Mr. Kaloyanides 
is chairman of the board of New England 
Coffee Co. He serves as chairman of the 
board of governors of the Scottish Rite 
Children's Learning Center in Newtonville, 
MA. 

James Makris of West Hills, CA has 
been awarded the National Orthodox 
Scouting Scholarship. He will be attend
ing the University of California at Los An
geles in the fall. James began his scouting 
"career" as a cub scout where he attained 
the Arrow of Light. He earned the Alpha 
Omega A ward in 1966, within a month of 
earning his Eagle Award, a project which 
involved building an outdoor trail path for 
the blind at a local community college. He 
graduated from Chaminade College Prepa
ratory School with high honors. 

Alexander E. Drapos of Worcester, 
MA has been named vice president of the 
Fallon Foundation, the parent company of 
the Fallon Clinic and the Fallon Commu
nity Health Plan. He will oversee the Fal
lon Charitable Fund. Mr. Drapos has been 
an attorney in the Worcester area for 35 
years. he is a partner with Fletcher, Tilton 
& Whipple in Worcester. 

Harry and Bertha Lambrukos of Con
cord, NH have celebrated their 50th wed
ding anniversary. They were married at 
the Holy Trinity parish in Lowell, MA on 
March 7, 1948. 

Penelope Bitzas of New York City, NY 
presented an evening of Greek popular, folk 
and classical songs for the Hellenic Cul
ture Society of Lowell, MA. The talented 
mezzo soprano has performed in concert 
work, opera and contemporary music in the 
United States and Europe. She is an assis
tant professor of voice at Boston Universi
ty. This month she will be the guest con
ductor for the Metropolitan Greek Cho
rale's Spring Concert in New York City. 
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Anastasia Galanopoulos of Arlington, 
MA, has been appointed assistant profes
sor in the department of human develop
ment at Wheelock College in Boston. She 
teaches undergraduate and graduate cours
es in human growth and development. Dr. 
Galanopoulos hold masters' and Ph.D. 
degrees in human development and family 
studies from Pennsylvania State Universi
ty. She is a cum laude graduate of Tufts 
University where she earned a bachelor of 
arts degree in French and a bachelor of sci
ence degree in psychology. 

Christos Stribakos, professor ofEuro
pean Intellectual History at the Massachu
setts College of Art in Boston, presented a 
two-part series, "Kolokotranis and Kapo
distrias: Two important leaders of the 
Greek War of Independence 1821 ", at The 
Greek Institute in Cambridge, MA. Prof. 
Stribakos received the PhD. degree in his
tory from Harvard University. 

Evangeline Gouletas, a founder and 
Co-chairman of Chicago-based American 
INVSCO Corporation, has been selected as 
one of the Leading Women Entrepreneurs 
of the World for 1998. She accepted -pres
tigious honor at a Gala and celebratory 
events in London from April 29 through 
May 1. 

The honor is presented by The Star 
Group and is underwritten by IBM, with 
additional U.S. sponsors including United 
Airlines, Lotus Development Corp., and 
FORTUNE Magazine. 

Ms. Gouletas joins a select group of 26 
businesswomen from around the world 
who were honored at last year's inaugural 
event. 

The 1998-1999 edition of the National 
Register's Who Who in Executives and Pro
fessionals will include the name of Archon 
Aktouarios and former Regional Com
mander of the Order for New Jersey, Dr. 
Kirk Kalemkeris. Dr. Kalemkeris's name 
is well known not only in the medical cir
cles, but in a far wider range, including the 
ecclesiastical circles. Being of a Micrasi
atic heritage, he also has a thorough knowl
edge of historical events relating to the 
Smyrma Holocaust, and has lectured ex
tensively on the subject in the Tristate ar
ea's churches and organizations. 

The inclusion is the result of Dr. Kal
emkeris achieving a high level of recog
nizable success in his respective field. The 
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Orthodox Scouting 
Scholarship Awarded 

West Hills, CA- The National Ortho
dox Scouting Scholarship was presented 
today to Eagle Scout James Markis at his 
home unit's Court of Honor. 

Jimmy is the son of Alexis and Steve 
Markis of West Hills and is a recent gradu
ate of Chaminade College Preparatory 
School. He will be using the scholarship to 
begin his studies at the University of Cali
fornia at Los Angeles this fall. UCLA is 
one of the top academic institutions in the 
country. The scholarship was granted by 
the Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scout
ing (EOCS), which supports scouting in the 
Orthodox Church in a variety of ways. 

Jimmy's involvement in Scouting began 
with Cub Scouting where he attained the 
Arrow of Light. He earned the Alpha Ome
ga A ward in 1996 ,within a month of earn
ing his Eagle A ward. 

His Eagle project involved building an 
outdoor trail path for the blind at a local 
community college. 

Jimmy graduated from Chaminade Col
lege Preparatory School this year with high 
honors. He a member of the National Hon
or Society; his school's Key Club and the 
California Scholarship Federation. 

He has held a number of positions in 
the Boy Scouts including Quartermaster, 
Patrol Leader and Senior Patrol Leader. He 
is also a member of the Order of the Ar
row, a fraternity of Scout honor campers. 

The EOCS is a standing committee of 
the Standing Conference of Canonical Or
thodox Bishops of America (SCOBA) 
which consolidates the efforts of Orthodox 
Christian jurisdictions in this country. It 
sponsors religious awards, awards schol
arships, and encourages, the sponsorship 
of scouting units by Orthodox Churches. 

For more information on the EOCS and 
its scholarship program, contact its Chair
man, George Boulukos, 862 Guy Lombar
do Avenue, Freeport, NY 11520 or check 
out the EOCS World Wide Web sites at 
http://www.vccbsa.org/eocs or http:// 
www.pb.netl~eocs. 

Who's Who in Executive and Profession
als will be registered at the Library of Con
gress. Dr. Kalemkeris is associated with 
area hospitals in Bergen County, and his 
practice is located in Westwood. 

Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting 
California Outreach Coordinator, Lou Le
opold, presenting Eagle Scout James Markis 
a check/or $1. 000 as the fifth national EOCS 
scholarship winner. 
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