
The GOAL Conference 
In Chicago, March 20-21 

CALLS FOR ADHERENCE TO THE 1997 CHARTER OF OUR 
CHURCH, AND THE RESIGNATION OR REASSIGNMENT 

OF ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON 

Geek Orthodox American Lead
rs (GOAL), a four month-old 

national organization formed in 
response to the crisis in the Greek Ortho
dox Archdiocese of America, has set a May 
1 st deadline for the remedy of its major 
concerns. 

The concerns include the "inadequate 
leadership and management style of the 
church's primate, Archbishop Spyridon, 
the gross mishandling of allegations of sex
ual assault at Hellenic College Holy Cross 
School of Theology, the church's seminary, 
the failure of the hierarchy to comply with 

the established governing charter of the 
archdiocese, the silencing of parish clergy 
through threats and intimidation, and the 
irresponsible handling of the church's fi
nancial matters." 

The new organization which organized 
the conference in cooperation with OCL 
(Orthodox Christian League) will seek 
meetings with Archbishop Spyridon and 
Patriarch Bartholomew I, to address these 
concerns. But it is, at the same time, pre
paring to seek the resignation or removal 
of the archbishop should there be no reso
lution by May 1 st. GOAL also is consider-

ing whether to institute legal action against 
the archdiocese and whether to recommend 
that the five hundred Greek Orthodox par
ishes nationwide temporarily suspend their 
annual stipends of financial support to the 
archdiocese. 

These actions were taken on March 20th 
and 21 st, during GOAL's first national con
ference in Chicago, which drew more than 
four hundred Greek O"rthodox lay men and 
women from twenty-eight states, and in
cluded scores of prominent past and present 
lay leaders and members of the Archdioc
esan Council, the Leadership 100 Endow-

PETER T. KOURIDES TO THE CONFEREES: Thanks and Congratulations 
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Following are remarks at the GOAL 
Conference by attorney Mr. Peter Kou
rides, who served the Church and the Greek 
Archdiocese for the last sixty-three years 
as legal counsel and advisor to Archbish
ops Athenagoras, Michael and lakovos: 

"Mr. Chairman, my fellow Greek Or
thodox communicants: 

I only wish to tell you how pleased I am 
with the power and glory of Greek Ortho
doxy as so beautifully exhibited in this 
room during the past two days. 

I am so proud with each of you for you 
have proved once again your devotion, 
your concern and your determination to 
steadfastly maintain-at any personal cost 
and sacrifice-the purity of your faith and 
the sanctity of the traditions that you and 
your fathers strived for in this blessed land 
during the last century. 

I must thank and congratulate the lead
ership of this conference for taking the req
uisite and costly initiative of organizing this 
meeting so professionally and effectively 
so that so many well known religious and 

communal leaders from all parts of the na
tion could meet together and colloquially 
discuss the stressful crisis that is confront
ing our Church. 

I must further tell you how pleased I am 
with each of you who are attending this 
conference not only for the sacrifice oftime 
and money that you invested but the so
phisticated manner in which you conduct
ed yourselves. I have never seen a more 
orderly Greek-American meeting in my 
entire life. It is not only well attended and 
well mannered and all the remarks that have 
been made are informative and articulate
ly delivered. Though the problems con
fronting our Church have created much 
emotional and stressful concern and pub
lic indignation, our speakers have deliber
ately avoided inflammatory characteriza
tions. You have demonstrated in this man
ner that you are serious people discussing 
seriously the problems and the future of our 
Faith. 

For all of this, I thank God and I thank 
each of you very much from the very depth 
of my heart. 
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They came from 28 States to voice their concerns ... 

ment Fund, ArchonslPhiloptohos, parish 
councils and other local and national Greek 
Orthodox institutions. 

As the organization announced, hun
dreds of other supporters sent petitions and 

Judge Stephen P. Angelides, one of the 
founding members of GOAL. 

financial support to the conference which 
adopted a series of resolutions with respect 
to four major areas of concerns like Orga
nizational Structure, Administration and Fi
nance, National institutions, and Clergy and 
Laity. The national conference followed a 
series of fifteen regional forums held 
throughout the country in the last four 
months. GOAL plans to distribute these 
resolutions to each of the five hundred 
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Greek Orthodox parishes in the United 
States with a request for its careful consid
eration. 

"One or more members of GOAL have 
met with the archbishop on at least ten oc-

Workshop Leaders 

Following is the list of partici
pants at the Conference, who 
served as leaders at the four 
workshops that prepared the 
Resolutions. 

I. Organizational Structure 
Evan Chriss, Esq. 
Dr. James S. Counelis 
Basil Fousianes, Esq. 
George Karcazes, Esq. 
Dr. Valerie Karras 

II. Administration & Finances 
Professor Helen Bender 
Speros Boudoures, Esq. 
Mr. Jerry Demetriou 
Mr. Steve Kyriacos 
Mr. John Marks 

III. National Institutions 
Dr. John Collis 
Dr. Thomas Lelon 
Mrs. Koula Sosangeles 
Dr. George Stevens 

1111. Clergy & Laity 
Mr. Harry Coin 
Mrs. Demetra Jaquet 
Mr. Andrew Kartalis 
Mr. George Matsoukas 

casions and none of these private, well re
searched, and well intentioned initiatives 
resulted in any meaningful dialogue," said 
Dr. Thomas C. Lelon, a former college 
president who is GOAL's national chair-

Mr. Jim Costaras, until recently president 
of the Holy Trinity Cathedral in N. Y, ad

dressing the conference. 

man. "A weekend of prayerful deliberation 
led us to conclude that we must act now." 

GOAL, Inc. is a four month old, nation
al, nonprofit, lay organization headquar
tered in Cambridge, Massachusetts. GOAL 
seeks to raise at least $1 million this year 
for its programs, which include a popular 
Web site on the Internet (http:// 
www.voithia.org) and charitable financial 
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Dr. Valerie Karras, Church historian, ad
dressing the Conference. Her speech, titled 
'Lay Involvement in Church Governance' will 
appear in our May issue. 

support for clergymen who are in disputes 
with the church's hierarchy, and who are 
employed or retired. 

GOAL plans to hold its second national 
conference this year. 

Among the participants besides those 
mentioned in other columns as speakers or 
workshop leaders, were Judge Yorka 
Linakis from New York, John Georgas, 
past president of Coca-Cola International 
and member of the Archdiocesan Council, 

Mrs. Stacey Nicholas, president of the 
Greek-American Women's Network, Pro
fessor Andrew T. Copan, Mr. Theodore 
Tsagaris, past president of the Rye Com
munity, Penny Constantine ofthe Philop
tochos, Frosso Beys, past Philoptochos 
president, Mr. Nick Andriotis and Michael 
Katos, past presidents of St. Demetrios 
Church in Astoria, N.Y., Mr. Elias Betzi
os, past president of Paneperotic Federa
tion, founding member and past president 
of the Whitestone, N.Y. community and 
member ofthe Archdiocesan Council until 
recently, Mr. Nick Michalios, past presi
dent of the Federation of Chian Societies 
ofN.Y., Paul Litsakis, past president ofthe 
Corona, NY, community, Simos Dimas, 
attorney from New York and past president 
of the Paneperotic Federation, past mem
bers of the Archdiocesan Council: Peter 
Dion, T. Peter Limber, and Dr. Lambros 
Siderides; Mr. Jerry Dimitriou, director of 
finance of the Archdiocese until recently, 
and Professor George Kouvertaris. 

Without the Clergy 
The Chicago conference was the first 

religious gathering ever held without the 
participation or the presence of the clergy. 
In fact, GOAL requested from Metropoli
tan Iakovos to send a priest to administer 
the prayer at the opening of the confer
ence, but he refused the request. 

Need for Unity 
All the speakers at the conference 

Dr. Thomas Lelon, past president of Hellen
ic College/Holy Cross School of Theology , 
currently National Chairman of GOAL, was 
also the chairman of the Conference. 

stressed the need for preserving the unity 
of our Church and for adherence to the 
Chapter of 1977 and called for the correc
tion of actions inconsistent with the Uni
form Parish Regulations. There were no 
proposals for revising the Chapter of the 
Archdiocese or loosening the ties with the 
Patriarchate. 

The Resolutions adopted at the meeting 
reflect the trends in our Church and the 

Some of the participants during the reception. From left: Elias Betzios, Jim Costaras, George Chimples, Paul Litsakis, Nick Andriotis. 
Right: Kostas Poulidis, John Marks, Dr. Lambros Siderides, Mrs. Koula Sosangeles. 
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Mr. George Matsoukas, OCL president and 
Dr. John Col/is, one of GOAL's founding 
members. 

concerns of the Laity on current issues as 
well as actions by Archbishop Spyridon. 
The conference, however, went much too 
far by setting May I st as the date by which 
all the problems of the Church should be 
solved and all concerns satisfied by the Ec
umenical Patriarch within forty-five days. 

The Hellenic Chronicle 

The Boston weekly The Hellenic Chron
icle gave extensive front page coverage to 
the conference, under the headline "Sup
porting Patriarchate, lay leaders denounce 
abuses by Archdiocese." Following are 
excerpts of the coverage: 

The conference meetings began Friday 
evening with prayer and a series of short 
speeches given by prominent GOAL mem
bers addressing the various problems in 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese caused by 
Archbishop Spyridon. These short speech
es highlighted the serious procedural vio
lations and disregard I for financial account
ability from the current Archdiocesan ad
ministration. 

The Saturday general session began at 
8 am with Dr. Thomas Lelon, former pres
ident of Hellenic College/Holy Cross, serv
ing as the conference moderator. Dr. Lelon 
welcomed all those who were present and 
thanked them for coming at their own per-
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sonal expense. Lelon reported that 29 states 
were represented at the conference, with 
one attendee coming all the way from Ha
waii. Lelon later encouraged the group "not 
to be afraid to express your voice" but to 
participate in "the Spirit of Christ" and "in 
love." 

George Chimples was the first speaker 
introduced to the podium by Lelon with 
other speakers following. Chimples, a long 
time supporter of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America and the Ecumen
ical Patriarchate, spoke in a humble tone 
about the abuses of power by the Archbish
op Spyridon's administration. He empha
sized that the direction of the Greek Or
thodox Church in America must go pro
gressively forward and that "we cqnnot go 
backwards." 

Dr. John Collis, surgeon and inventor 
of various medical instruments, then came 
to the podium offering remarks about the 
crisis at Hellenic College/Holy Cross 
School of Theology, of which he serves on 
the board of trustees. Dr. Collis recounted 
the dramatic events that followed the fir
ings by Archbishop Spyridon of the presi
dent of the institution, Rev. Dr. Alkiviadis 
Calivas, two professors, Rev. Dr. Theodore 
Stylianopoulos (tenured) and Rev. Dr. 
Emmanuel Clapsis, and the librarian, Rev. 
Dr. George Papademetriou. These priest-

Mr. George Chimpies, past member of the 
Archdiocesan Council and treasurer of the 
Archdiocese for many years, speaking at the 
Conference. 

professors, among the most respected and 
distinguished members of the Holy Cross 
and Greek American community, were dis
missed from the school after serving on a 
disciplinary committee that found a celi
bate priest-student guilty of sexual harass
ment against another seminarian in a drunk
en pre-Lenten party. 

List of Speakers 
Following is the list of speakers 
at the first, 2-day Conference of 
GOAL, March 21-22, in Chicago. 

Friday Evening, March 20, 1998 
Dr. Valerie Karras, 

St. Louis, Missouri 
Dr. John Collis, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
Dr. George Stevens, 

Boston, Massachusetts 
Mr. Jim Costaras, 

New York, New York 
Mrs. Koula Sosangeles, 

Bryn Manor, Pennsylvania 
Zachary Marantis, Esq., 

New Rochelle, New York 
Mr. Gus Pappas, Weston, MA 
Mr. Peter Economou, 
Corona, New York 
Jerry O. Lorant, Esq. 

Birmingham, Alabama 
Judge Stephen P. Angelides, 

Oakland, California 
George Karcazes, Esq., 

Chicago, Illinois 
Mr. Harry Coin, 

Newton, Massachusetts 
Mr. Andrew Kartalis, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
Dr. Thomas Lelon, Boston, 

Massachusetts 

Saturday Morning, March 21, 1998 
Dr. Thomas Lelon, 

Boston, Massachusetts 
Mr. George Chimples, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
Dr. John Collis, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
Peter Kourides, Esq. 
Judge Stephen P. Angelides, 

Oakland, California 
Dr. Valerie Karras, 

St. Louis, Missouri 
Mr. Harry Coin, 

Newton, Massachusetts 
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Mr. Harry Coin, founding member of 
Voithia and GOAL. 

Dr. Collis told GOAL about the Hellen
ic College/Holy Cross board of trustees 
meeting in New York in which Rev. Dr. 
Calivas was maligned and compared to 
Timothy McVeigh by a clergyman sympa
thetic to Archbishop Spyridon. Collis 
shared his feelings of outrage that Fr. Cali
vas, a priest well loved by the seminarians 
and dedicated to the school since 1979 
could be compared to "that murderer' 
McVeigh." Collis reported that the Arch~ 
bishop told the trustees that if he was in 
Europe, I would take care of those [four 
fired] priests and then have them de
frocked!" Dr. Collis informed GOAL that 
he reminded the Archbishop that "he was 
in America now" and that because of such 
actions and comments on the part of the 
Archbishop "our priests have, been choked 
into silence." 

The intimidation against and silence of 
the priests throughout the archdiocese was 
a topic that came up repeatedly throughout 
the day by many in attendance. Many peo
ple revealed that their parish priest privately 
supported their attendance at the GOAL 
meetings but that their priests could not say 
so publicly for fear of Archdiocesan retri
bution. A small number of conference 
attendees who wer~ there in support of 
Archbishop Spyridon were seen writing 
down names and parishes of those priests 
who were said to be in support of the GOAL 
initiatives. 

After John Collis finished speaking, 
Steven Angelides of Oakland, California, 
introduced Dr. Valerie Karras who was re-
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N. Y. Superior Court Judge Yorka Linakis and Mrs. John Marks, at the Conference. 

Praying without the presence and blessing of a priest at the opening of the Conference. 

cently hired as an associate professor of buildings at St. Basil's Academy in New 
Patristic Studies at St. Louis University in York were taken in buildings of the Acad
St. Louis, Missouri. Dr. Karras provided a emy that have been out of use for many 
theological and historical perspective to the years .. 
GOAL meetings. Coin emphasized that Greek Orthodox 

Karras was followed by Harry Coin, one Christians strive for "holiness in the 
of the founders of the V oithia Internet site church" and that the structures of the Arch
that has served as an alternative medium diocese are "promises among ourselves" 
of information to The Orthodox Observer. which no one person has the right to break 

An example was pointed out by mem- or make unilateral changes." Coin re
bers of the National Philoptohos, who in- marked that the current Archdiocesan 
dicated that the photo taken of Archbishop administration merely wants the laity to 
Spyridon walking through the dilapidated pray, pay and obey." 
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AHEP A Honors Bilirakis and Athens 
WASHINGTON-AHEPA held its 33d 

Biennial Congressional Banquet honoring 
U.S. Rep. Michael Bilirakis and humani
tarian Andrew A. Athens on Saturday, Feb. 
28, at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City, Ar
lington, Va. 

The Master of Ceremonies for the 
evening was Hon. John S. Dalis, Chief 
United States Bankruptcy Judge for the 
Southern District of Georgia. 

Remarks for the evening for made by 
the Hon. Alexios G. Christopoulos, Minis
ter and Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy 
of Greece and His Excellency Andros Nico
laides, Ambassador of Cyprus to the Unit
ed States. 

Both gentlemen spoke passionately for 
the need of organizations such as AHEPA 
to lend support and influence in the cause 
for Cyprus and Hellenic Affairs. 

"I urge AHEPA, with its chapters in 
every state, to help Cypus in a most critical 
time. I wish to express to all members of 
Congress and AHEPA, we need your sup
port," remarked Ambassador Nicolaides, 
who later expressed appreciation on behalf 
of the people of Cyprus. 

AHEPA Chairman of the Board A. Jack 

The Greek Dailies 
Meanwhile, it was reported in the Na

tional Herald that Archbishop Spyridon 
was called to the Patriarchate butthe Arch
diocese did not confirm or deny the infor
mation- in a press release dated March 26, 
it was announced that the Archbishop will 
make an official visit to Greece between 
April 26 and May 2, without mention to 
the visit to the Patriarchate, which it was 
scheduled for April 6. 

The National Herald also reported that 
according to sources close to the Patriarch 
the decision for the removal of Spyridon 
has been taken already and he is to be re
placed before the summer or later this year. 
There was not any announcement confirm
ing or denying the response. 

Proini, the other Greek-American daily 
newspaper, is very supportive of Archbish
op Spyridon in its editorials and news col
umns, and very critical of GOAL and OCL. 
After the Chicago conference, paid an ~ 

nouncements pledging their allegiance to 
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Around the Bust of Pericles (L-R): Sen. Paul Sarbanes. Grand President Daughters of Penelope 
Kiki Walker. 1998 Pericles Award Recipient u.s. Rep. Michael Bilirakis. 1998 Archbishop lako
vas Humanitarian Award Recipient Andrew A. Athens. Supreme President Steve A. Manta. 

Georgalas presented the 1998 Pericles 
A ward to Congressman Bilirakis. The Per
icles Award is given to a member of the U. 
S. Congress on behalfoftheAHEPA Board 
of Directors and Supreme Lodge. 

Spyridon appeared exclusively in its col
umns. Proini also published two full-page, 
supportive statements (in Greek and En
glish) by the Society of priests in the New 
York area, which, as it is noted in the ad
vertisement, the National Herald refused 
to publish . It claimed that the paid an
nouncements were submitted late for pub
lication. Another full-page, paid announce
ment by GOAL appeared in Greek and in 
English, only in the National Herald. 

In an interview to the Chicago newspa
per Parikiakos Logos reported by Proini, 
Archbishop Spyridon declared that GOAL 
did not receive and it does not have the 
blessing of the Church for its "ecclesiasti
cal" activity and characterized the organi
zation as "antiecclesiastic." 

In another development, the Eparchial 
Synod banned meetings of these "antiec
clessiastic" organizations in church pre
mises. (Read the Encyclical in another 
page). 

And the war goes on ... 

Photo by Bill Petros 

"It affords me a great pleasure to present 
the 1998 Pericles A ward to an outstanding 
Greek-American who has served his coun
try both in the military and in public of
fice. Congressman Bilirakis is one of the 
champions of Greek-American issues in 
Congress," said Georgalas. 

Congressman Bilirakis spoke of the 
"Hellenic Experience" that is unique to 
Greek-Americans in his acceptance speech. 
He emphasized the common past we share, 
our strong beliefs in values, the philoso
phy of community and family, and our sup
port for the church and organizations such 
as AHEPA. 

Sen. Paul Sarbanes introduced Andrew 
A. Athens and presented him with the Arch
bishop lakovos Humanitarian Award. Es
tablished two years ago by Past Supreme 
President Spiro J. Macris. Athens is the first 
recipient of the award. 

Among Athens' many accomplish
ments, Sen. Sarbanes discussed the Ath
enagoran Human Rights Award given by 
the Order ofSt. Andrew and his service as 
Chairman of the Board of the Archdioce
san Council of the Greek Orthodox Arch
diocese of North and South America- the 
highest office a lay person can hold in the 
Greek Orthodox Church. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
of the first GOAL Conference 

1. upon the request of the Archdioce- that are inconsistent with the Special 
san Clergy-Laity Congress and the Regulations and Uniform Parish 

Who WeAre approval and ratification of the Ecu- Regulations. 

and What We Seek menical Patriarchate, as specified in 3G. We call upon the Archdiocese to ad-
the Charter of 1977. here to the voluntary nature of the 

IA. We are concerned Greek Orthodox 
2e. We call upon the Ecumenical Patri- 15% guideline for parish commit-

archate to correct the actions taken ment allocations for Archdiocesan 
Christians from across America who 

which are inconsistent with the Char- and diocesan needs, as determined by 
have dedicated our lives to serving 

ter of 1977. the Clergy-Laity Congress. 
the Greek Orthodox Church in Amer-
Ica. 3. 4. 

IB. God built this Church by His Holy 
Financial Management Spirit working through our Greek im- Maintaining Our 

migrant grandparents and parents Archdiocesan Regulations and Accountability of 
and their dedicated clergy. Our Archdiocese Ie. We seek to protect and maintain our 3A. We seek adherence to the letter and 
Church, so that we can pass on our spirit of our established Special Reg- 4A. To restore confidence and account-
Holy Faith to our children and to fu- ulations and Uniform Parish Regu- ability in the financial management 
ture generations. 

lations, and to civil law. of the Archdiocese, we call for the 
\D. As baptized and chrismated Ortho- 3B. Changes in the Special Regulations immediate appointment of a lay cer-

dox Christians, it is our sacred right or the Uniform Parish Regulations tified public accountant as Finance 
and responsibility to voice our con- must be made in accordance with the Director of the Archdiocese. 
cerns in order to express the con- procedures specified in those regu- 4B. To restore checks and balances and 
science of our Holy Orthodox Chris- lations. internal controls in the financial man-
tian Church. 

3e. Our Archdiocese must be adminis- agement ofthe Archdiocese, we call 
IE. In expressing our concerns, we are tered by the Archbishop and the Syn- for: 1) the establishment of an effec-

acting as part of the People of God od of Bishops in cooperation with a tive procedure to maintain adherence 
and the Body of Christ, and in the properly constituted Archdiocesan to the budget; 2) the reinstatement of 
tradition of our Holy Orthodox Chris- Council, pursuant to the Charter of the former policy regarding signato-
tian Church. 1977, the Special Regulations, and ries on Archdiocesan accounts, 

IF. We commit ourselves and one anoth- the Uniform Parish Regulations. namely, that the signatories be any 
er to seek Christ in all our thoughts, 3D. Our dioceses must be administered two of the following: the Archbish-
words, and deeds, for the future of by our diocesan hierarchs in cooper- op, the Finance Director (when ap-
our Church in America. 

ation with properly constituted dioc- pointed), and the Treasurer and As-

2. esan councils, pursuant to the Char- sistant Treasurer of the Archdioce-
ter of 1977, the Special Regulations, san Council; and 3) the bonding of 

Maintaining the and the Uniform Parish Regulations. all signatories, or that the procedures 

Organizational Structure 3E. Our parishes must be administered that would be followed for bonding 
by our priests and properly elected be followed. 

of Our Archdiocese parish councils, in cooperation with 4e. We call for the continuation of the 
each other, pursuant to the Charter consolidated full audits of the Arch-

2A. We seek to maintain the order and of 1977, the Special Regulations, and diocese and dioceses and all of their 
unity of our Greek Orthodox Arch- the Uniform Parish Regulations. institutions, and the prompt com ple-
diocese, and its unity with the Ecu- 3F. We call upon the Archbishop, the tion and distribution of the 1997 au-
menical Patriarchate, in conformity Synod of Bishops, and the Archdi- dited financial statements, prior to the 
with our Holy Orthodox Christian ocesan Council; our diocesan hier- 1998 Clergy-Laity Congress. 
Faith, through adherence to the Char- archs and diocesan councils; our 4D. To clarify persisting financial issues 
ter of 1977. priests and parish councils; and all regarding the 1997 visit of His 

2B. Changes in our charter must be made responsible laity to correct actions All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
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Bartholomew, we call for a full au-
dit of all income, expenses, and un-
paid bills for the Patriarchal visit, at 
the Archdiocesan, diocesan, and par-
ish levels. 

4E. To provide an explanation regarding 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate's expen-
diture of the funds sent to it by the 
Archdiocese, we call for the Ecumen-
ical Patriarchate to submit to the 
Archdiocese, and for the Archdio-
cese to make public, a full account-
ing of the Ecumenical Patriarchate's 
expenditure of those funds . 

4F. Nothingjustifies the permanent with-
drawal of funds from our Archdio-
cese, not even the serious financial 
problems of the Archdiocese or cer-
tain actions of our new Archbishop. 

4G. We call upon GOAL to carefully 
study the issue of whether parishes 
should temporarily delay their pay-
ments to the Archdiocese if the seri-
ous concerns regarding the financial 
management and accountability of 
the Archdiocese are not immediate-
ly resolved. 

4H. We call for the Archdiocese to main-
tain a centralized Finance Oepart-
ment for the collection and adminis-
tration of funds collected from the 
parishes 

41. We call for the Archdiocese to ad-
here to the budgets approved by the 
Clergy-Laity Congress. Variations 
from those budgets must be approved 
by the Archdiocesan Council prior to 
their expenditure. 

5. 
Hellenic College and Holy 

Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology 

SA. For the future of our Church in Amer
ica, it is vital that Hellenic College/ 
Holy Cross remain an outstanding, 
well-managed, and fully accredited 
institution of higher learning. 

58. Hellenic College/Holy Cross must be 
managed under the leadership of its 
clergy and lay Board of Trustees, in 
accordance with established legal 
and academic procedures. We call for 
the restructuring of Hellenic College/ 
Holy Cross to eliminate the Board of 
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SC. 

50. 

SE. 

6A. 

6B. 

Corporate Members, and to vest the 6C. The Board of Trustees of 8t. Basil 
governance in its Board of Trustees. Academy must be responsible for 
The selection, composition, and term evaluating, with appropriate input, 
of office of the Board of Trustees any proposed changes regarding the 
must be investigated by the accredit- mission or governance of 8t. Basil 
ing bodies. Academy, 
The president, the two professors and 60. The Philoptochos should have a ma-
the librarian of Hellenic College/ jority of the voting seats on the Board 
Holy Cross must be reinstated to their of Trustees of8t. Basil Academy. 
positions. Any future changes must 6E. The Philoptochos should playa 
be made in accordance with proper prominent role in advertising for and 
procedures. selecting staff members who are ca-
The property and the assets of Hel- pable of helping fulfill the mission 
lenic College/Holy Cross must not be of8t. Basil Academy. 
sold. 6F. The property and assets of 8t. Basil 
We are committed to the completion Academy must not be sold. 
of the Archbishop lakovos Library at 
Hellenic College/Holy Cross. 7. 

Orthodox Christian 6. 
St. Basil Academy Mission Center 

7A. A united pan-Orthodox witness, as 
The mission ofSt. Basil Academy is established in the Orthodox Christian 
to provide a stable, loving, and edu- Mission Center, is essential for mis-
cational environment in the spirit of sions and evangelism to succeed in 
Christ, for children in need. America and throughout the world. 
St. Basil Academy must be managed 7B. We applaud the courage of the trust-
under the leadersh ip of its clergy and ees of the Orthodox Christian Mis-
lay Board of Trustees, in accordance sion Center in rejecting the reversion 
with established procedures, so as to of the Orthodox Christian Mission 
foster a proper and stable environ- Center to the Greek Orthodox Arch-
ment for living and learning. diocese. 

The books "Greek Cuisine ", and "Greek Pastries ", 
by Vefa Alexiadou have been published with a new look. 

They are written in Greek and English and you can 
purchase them by sending a check or money order to: 

Estiator Magazine 
421 7th Avenue, Suite 810, New York, N.Y. 10001 

The price for each book is $28.50 including postage and handling 

Her new book "Festive Cuisine", has also been 
published in both languages 

The price for the book is $35.00 including postage and handling 

(Allow 2-4 weeks/or delivel}) 

~-------------------------~ 
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7C. The Orthodox Christian Mission 
Center must be strengthened and re
main under the leadership of its cler
gy and lay Board of Trustees, with
out improper interference. 

8. 
Clergy and Laity 

8A. Hierarchs, priests, deacons, and la
ity must lead our church and our so
ciety by moral example and love, 
must work together cooperatively 
(syndiaconia), and must treat each 
other with dignity, respect, and hu
mility. 

8B. In our Orthodox theology, and in the 
culture of our Church in America, 
blind loyalty, blind obedience, and 
blind submission have no place. We 
need accountability and safeguards 
to make sure that the voices of the 
clergy and laity are fully represent
ed. 

8e. We support the development and 
implementation of means of protect
ing our clergy, dioceses, and parish
es from arbitrary actions against 
them. 

80. The employment, benefit, and pen
sion rights of our clergy must be pro
tected and enhanced. 

8E. The laity must take its full share of 
responsibility for the proper leader
ship and governance of our Church, 
at every level. 

8F. We recognize the increasing number 
of interchurch marriages, and we em
brace the spouses and children of 
these marriages. 

8G. We advocate the restoration of the 
permanent diaconate as a valid and 
vital ministry in the Church, and the 
recognition ofa variety oflay minis
tries as essential to the healthy func
tioning of the parishes. We call for 
the study of the possibility of the res
toration of a married episcopacy. 

9. 
Clergy Sexual 

Misconduct 

9A. We support the appointment of a na
tional commission of clergy and lay 
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experts to investigate allegations of 
clergy sexual misconduct. 

9B. We call upon the Archdiocese and 
all individuals within the Archdio
cese, including GOAL and its mem
bers and supporters, to provide the 
necessary resources and assistance 
for this commission. 

9e. The Archdiocese and the dioceses 
must formally establish and adhere 
to policies and procedures for pre
venting and responding to clergy sex
ual misconduct, and must also ensure 
the adherence to civil law. These 
policies and procedures should in
clude providing counseling opportu
nities and education for our clergy 
to help them in times of stress in their 
personal lives so they do not feel iso
lated. The Archdiocese and the dio
ceses must raise public awareness of 
these issues. 

10. 
Expressing and Resolving 

Our Concerns 

lOA. We call upon all members of the 
Greek Orthodox Church in America 
to make their concerns known to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Arch
bishop, the diocesan hierarchs, par
ish clergy, Archdiocesan Council 
members, trustees of our national 
institutions, Philoptochos board 
members at the Archdiocesan, dioc
esan, and parish levels, diocesan 
council members, parish council 
members, and Clergy-Laity Con
gress delegates, through calls, letters, 
faxes, electronic mail, and meetings. 

108. We call upon GOAL and its mem
bers and supporters, as part of the 
Body of the Christ, to carry out their 
responsibilities to express and re
solve our concerns. 

10C. We call upon GOAL to communicate 
our specific concerns immediately to 
His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon 
and to His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew to obtain 
their cooperation to resolve our con
cerns. 

toO. If our concerns are not thereby re
solved by May I, 1998, we call upon 
GOAL to request that either His Em-

inence Archbishop Spyridon imme
diately voluntarily resign from ser
vice in America, or that the Ecumen
ical Patriarchate immediately reas
sign His Eminence Archbishop Spy
ridon, and elect a new archbishop in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Charter of 1977. 

11. 
Study Other Options 

II A. We pray that the actions we are initi
ating today will be sufficient to re
solve our concerns, and thereby 
strengthen our Church in America 
and our relationship with the Ecu
menical Patriarchate. 

118. In order that we maybe fully in
formed and prepared in the event that 
other options become necessary to re
solve our concerns, we call upon 
GOAL to undertake a thorough study 
of the theological, canonical, legal, 
and practical aspects of other forms 
of Orthodox church governance, and 
to disseminate the results of that 
study. 

12. 
GOAL and the Future 

of Our Church 

12A. We call upon GOAL to continue to 
work as part of the Body of Christ, 
in concert with other organizations 
and individuals. 

128. We call upon GOAL to increase its 
membership, to form area commit
tees throughout America, to strength
en its organization, and to redouble 
its fund-raising efforts, so that it may 
facilitate the prompt resolution of our 
concerns. 

12e. We call upon all GOAL members 
and supporters to attend and to par
ticipate in the upcoming Clergy- La
ity Congress in Orlando, Florida, in 
July 1998. 

120. We call upon GOAL to convene a 
second GOAL national conference, 
no later than Fall 1998, to review our 
progress in resolving our concerns 
and to take any additional steps 
which may be necessary to resolve 
them. 

13 



Archdiocese Bans Meetings of OCL 
And GOAL in Church Facilitites 

At the Same Time, Appeals for ... Unity 

The following is the text of Encyclical No. 18/98 issued by the Office of Archibishop 
Spyridon on behalf of the Holy Eparchial Synod. They Protocol is addressed to the 
Clergy and faithful of the Greek-Orthodox Archdiocese of America. It calls for preserv
ing the unity of our church, but at the same time attacks "groups organized themselves 
outside and above the Church, and bans them from using church facilities, resources 
and staff. " It is obvious that the writers of this Encyclical forget that officers and mem
bers of the banned organizations are among the founders of our churches, they are 
archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and are serving not only on the Boards of many 
Communities, but also on the Archdiocesan Council... We find this Encyclical very of
fensive and provocative, indicative of a state of desperation on the part of those who 
initiated it and not contributing at all to the unity that we all desire. 

"We beseech all of you, that you walk 
worthy of the vocation by which you were 
called, with humility, inner strength and 
patience, forbearing one another in love, 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. For ther is one Body 
and one Spirit ... " (cf Ephesians4: 1-4) 

Many decades have passed since our 
forefathers and early builders of our Church 
in America, determined to maintain their 
faith as a living and vibrant community of 
believers, established wise methods to al
low the body ofthe Church, Lay and Cler
gy alike, to participate in the concerns of 
the Archdiocese. For example, as stated in 

Article I Section 3 of the Uniform Parish 
Regulations (U.P.R.): 

"Except for questions of a doctrinal or 
canonical nature, the Clergy-Laity Con
gress shall concern itself with all mat
ters affecting the life, growth and unity 
of the Church, her institutions, her fi
nances, her administration, education
al and philanthropic concerns, and her 
growing role in the religious life of the 
nations of the Western Hemisphere. " 

This was an article born out of the care 
and love of clregy and lay founders of our 
Archdiocese who wanted to share and prop-

agate their Orthodox Christian Faith. 
Though biennial Clergy-Laity Congresses 
and local Diocese Assemblies, procedures 
were established for regular national and 
regional participation. In addition to the 
Archdiocesan Council, Diocesan Councils 
were established to augment the activities 
that occur at the Diocese level. The Parish 
and Parish Councils formed the grass roots 
level of participation in the ministry of the 
Church. 

Thus the fullness of the ministry of the 
Church is represented in the form of the 
All-Holy Cross, with the crossbars repre
senting the vertical sense of hierarchy and · 
order, and the horizontal, the sense of full
ness and participation. And we must never 
forget that all of our participation, as bish
ops, priests or lay people, revolves around 
the central act of our Faith-where we ex
perience the Mystery of the Cross and Res
urrection, the Divine Liturgy, where our 
Lord Jesus Christ pours Himself out for the 
life of the world. 

Through the Press, through Press Re
leases, through meetings and unprecedent
ed open dialogues with Clergy and Lay 
people, we continue to have open dialogue 
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and exchange information to effectively 
formulate a strong vision for our Church 
here in America. We lovingly encourage 
every member of our community to speak 
their mind and work within the framework 
of what has been prepared- not only from 
the foundation ofthe Archdiocese in 1922, 
but from the very foundation of the world. 
Our Church has been built upon Prophets, 
Apostles, Martyrs, Saints in every genera
tion- Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
cornerstone. 

All that we have has been given to us in 
keeping with the dogmas, canons and 
teachings of our Holy Church. No other 
ecclesiastical administrative Charter in the 
Orthodox world provides for the amount 
and degree oflay participation, as does the 

Charter of the Holy Archdiocese of Amer
ica. We must be thankful to our forefathers 
in this world and the next-who dedicated 
decades and countless hours of prayer, 
study, and reflection to develop a means 
of Church administration appropriately 
American and yet consonant with our Or
thodox faith and tradition. We have all re
ceived these means from those who came 
before us, the faithful Hierarchs, pious 
Clergy and devout lay leaders who strug
gled to plant the Greek Orthodox Church 
firmly in this blessed land of America. 

Together we must pledge to one anoth
er and to God, that we will preserve this 
living legacy and by the Grace of our Lord, 
continue the work of those who so nobly 
forged this unique and creative method of 
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synergy- Lay and Clergy working togeth
er, hand in hand, to preach the Gospel of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. As the Apostle Paul 
said: " ... all things should be done decently 
and in order." I Cor. 14:40) This is the man
date for the governance of the Body of 
Christ. 

Therefore, let us always be faithful to 
the Holy Scriptures, the Sacred Tradition 
ofthe Church, and the established order of 
the Archdiocese, which has been created 
in harmony by both Clergy and Laity. It is 
of great concern for the Church that differ
ent groups are attempting to establish them
selves as separate and self-proclaimed ar
biters of Church governance. Some of them 
have organized themsselves outside and 
above the Church as overseers of the life 
of the Church in America. 

These groups, although perhaps well 
meaning are not representative of the 
Church, nor do they work within the ac
cepted and established order of the Church. 
'But, we beseech you, brothers and sisters, 
by the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you all speak the same thing, and that there 
be no factions among you; but that you be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment' (cf. I Corinthians 
I: 1 0). Church facilities, resources, and staff, 
must only be used in order to faithfully 
carry out that which is prescribed in the 
Chapter of the Archdiocese, the Uniform 
Parish Regulations and the local by-laws 
of each Parish, provided these by-laws have 
been ratified by the Archdiocese. 

Therefore, it is reasonable and proper 
that the resources of the Church, in their 
various manifestations, may be used by any 
group whose purpose is consistent with the 
Church and the Charter and the UPR ofthe 
Archdiocese. Organizations which call the 
faithful away from the Body of Christ in 
order to randomly critique the Body of 
Christ, are neither edifying to the Faithful, 
nor contribute to building up the unity of 
the Church. The Church is not comprised 
of parties, camps and factions, butthe many 
members ofthe one, united Body of Christ. 
And as the Apostle says: 

"Now God has set every member in the 
Body as it has pleased Him ... that there 
should be no division in the Body, but 
that the members should have the same 
care for one another. And if one mem
ber suffers, all the members suffer with 
him, or if one member is glorified all 
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the members rejoice with him. For you 
are the Body of Christ" (1 Corinthians 
12: 18, 25-27) 

The essential mission and call of the 
Church is to all people and all Nations. It 
is a call to all people to worship in the 
Church, to fully particiapate in the Sacra
ments of the Church, to fully participate in 
the life of the Church according ot the 2,000 
year old witness ofthe sacred tradition and 
the established ways and manners which 
have long been decided by clergy and lay 
people working together and sealed into 
Holy Tradition. 

The unity of the Church is manifested 
in the mystery par excellence, the precious 
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
offered for all at the Divine Liturgy. Ev
eryone is called to be part of this Body, the 
Body of Christ. Let us work together to 
preserve the unity of the Holy Church, that 

this generation and the ones that are to come 
may be told of the Lord, and proclaim his 
righteousness to a people yet to be born, 
whom the Lord will create (cf. Psalm 21 :31 
LXX). 

May the Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the Love of God the Father and the 
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with all 
of you. 

SPYRIDON, Archibishop of America, 
President of the Holy Eparchial Synod 

IAKOVOS, Metropolitan ofKrinis, Pre
siding Hierarch of the Diocese of Chicago 

ISAIAH, Metropolitan of Proikonisos, 
Presiding Hierarch of the Diocese of Den
ver 

ANTHONY, Metropolitan of Dar
danelles, Presiding Hierarch of the Dio
cese of San Francisco 

METHODIOS, Metropolitan of Aneon, 
Presiding Hierarch of the Diocese ofBos
ton. 
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THOUGHTS ON RECENT 
ECCLESIASTICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

I By Prof PANAGIOTIS KARAVITIS I 

T he controversy that has recently 
broken out in our church brings 
to mind some of the serious prob-

lems the early Christian church experienced 
at the time of its inception and formation. 
At that time also many Christians, "pos
sessed of the Spirit" as they claimed, made 
all sorts of pronouncements that threatened 
to confuse the faithful, to spread dissen
sions in the church, and to end up in the 
fragmentation ofthe church. The charisma 
of prophecy, ecstasy, glossolalia, to give 
only a few examples, were highly respect
ed in the early church. Their "possessors" 
enjoyed a special reputation and for that 
very reason they posed very frequently se
rious problems to the infant church and its 
unity. All of the above charismatics were 

linked intricately to the Christian commu
nity, but their presence and claims consti
tuted a built-in paradox that finally led the 
church to invent mechanisms which would 
eventually safeguard its integrity. Many 
early leaders of the church realized that the 
experience ofthe "Spirit" on the part of in
dividuals could also lead to divisineness in 
the very community that stimulated the 
experience. Paul's letters show that this 
problem emerged among the earliest con
verts. In First Corinthians, when Paul sep
arated glossolalia from other kinds of ec
static expression, he noted that although 
glossolalia was a manifestation of the Spirit, 
it did not enhance the community the way 
prophecy did. Glossolalia could serve the 
community only if someone were present 

with the gift to interpret the tongues: "He 
who prophesies is greater than him who 
speaks in tongues, unless someone inter
prets, so that the church may be edified." 
(14.5). 

By establishing this hierarchy, Paul kept 
charismatic gifts as the mark of the com
munity, and urged some future check on 
them without discouraging them (I Thess. 
5. 19-20). He established one measure by 
which the gifts could be tested and a means 
for controlling them: if they contributed to 
the benefit and solidarity of the communi
ty they were true; if not, they were false. 
Paul posited an ideal community in which 
all members would have gifts of the Spirit 
in different forms and in different measures. 
Some would prophesy, some would speak 
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in tongues, some interpret, others teach, 
while others would heal and perform mir
acles. The combination of the gifts would 
form a corporate community (I Cor. 12.27-
31). 

Paul's vision of a charismatic corporate 
community seems to have coexisted with 
a more formal organization derived from 
the synagogue in which the community was 
preserved from division by obedience to 
priests and deacons, to the leaders that is 
of the church by virtue of their office rath
er than by virtue of charisma. Already by 
the composition of the letters to Timothy 
(which seems to have been written later 
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than Paul) charismata had become a pow
er of office that an individual received by 
virtue of his ordination, rather than a visi
ble descent of the Spirit. By the second 
century the church was being led by elders 
of high moral character and presided over 
by a hierarchy of bishops, presbyters, and 
deacons. The prophetic character of the 
community was not totally rejected, but the 
rise of Christian organization was marked 
by the tension between authority of office 
and authority of charisma, a serious prob
lem in the charismatic communities. The 
danger lay in the fact that every vagabond, 
crackpot, malcontent, discontent, fanatic, 

strongly opin
ionated person, 
every frustrat
ed would-be 
clergyman, 
psychopath, 
demented per
son, anyone 

rIA 0 AEl: TIl: 

' who had a 
thought or an 
idea to sell 
could parade 
himself as 
"Spirited" or 
charismatic 
person and 
cause immense 
harm to the 
emerging 
church. One 
question then 
was how to tell 
true prophets 
from false. An
other was the 
divisive indi
vidualism that 
Paul first iden
tified as some
times coexist
ing with the 
gifts of the 
Spirit. In com
munities that 
gave a privi
leged position 
to people who 
possessed 
charismatic 
gifts, it was es
sential to dis-
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tinguish between true and false prophecy. 
One of the most interesting early texts 

to discuss this problem is an early manual 
for Christians, the Didache, which proba
bly dates from the end of the first century, 
if not earlier. This text describes a commu
nity in which prophets came and went reg
ularly, and the faithful had to be vigilant 
lest the prophets disrupt or deceive them. 
The Didache is wonderfully direct and 
practical when dealing with prophecy. On 
the one hand it insists upon respect for those 
who have the gift of prophecy. They are 
referred to as the "high priests," and peo
ple are told not to question their words spo
ken in an ecstasy. On the other hand, it of
fers specific tests for the veracity of such 
prophets. Their deeds must correspond to 
their teaching; they must take no money 
and must leave within three days of their 
arrival. The New Testament book Second 
Peter, which was probably written after the 
Didache, perhaps early in the second cen
tury, also addresses -the problem of false 
prophets. It echoes the concern of the Di
dache by warning against the greed or fool
ishness of such prophets who presumably 
were trying to make a profit from their gift. 
It also points to the ultimate control of 
prophecy by accusing false prophets of 
despising authority (II Peter 2.3; 2.10). 

Likewise, the mid-second century apoc
ryphal visionary text Shepherd of Her mas 
addressed the same problem offalse proph
ets, showing its continuation into the time 
of the early third century. It begins with 
the premise that the true prophet should not 
accept money. Furthermore, the commu
nity should test the prophet's life and teach
ings to see if they seemed consistent with 
community beliefs. If they were, the faith
ful could accept the prophecy as true. 

The test by community is a tricky one, 
as modem judges trying to use "communi
ty standards" as a test for some social is
sues have repeatedly discovered. The 
church would ultimately tum to a different 
authority to test the veracity of prophets. It 
would tum to the ordained church leaders 
more than the collective community. Obe
dience to authority would become the way 
to control charismatics in the church, but 
that was not to be fully implemented until 
well into the third century. Prophecies still 
existed but they were to be tested by the 
scrutiny of those in authority and the com-
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munity as a whole. In bringing prophecies 
to the judgment of the community under 
the authority of bishops the Christians were 
following the recommendations of the bib
lical texts they had read. Paul had urged 
the Corinthians to weigh the prophetic ut
terances they heard to determine their ve
racity. In his letter to the Thessalonians (I 
Thess. 5.19) he urged the Christians lead
ers there to embrace prophecy but "test 
everything; hold fast to what is good and 
to abstain from every form of evil." 

The second problem in the charismatic 
communities was discord. Divisiveness 
appeared in the earliest communities and 
was the impetus for Paul's great letters to 
the Corinthians. "It has been reported to 
me," he said, "that there is quarreling 
among you (I Cor. 1.11). Paul urged the 
community to be bound by love and to put 
aside differences. He recognized quite 
rightly that prophecies pass and speaking 
with tongues would cease and all that 
would be left in the community was the 
love that joined the community (I Cor. 
13.8). Paul's hope that the love would tran
scend division was probably too optimis
tic. Subsequent leaders, faced with contin-

ued divisivenes, offered other solutions. 
In the texts that date from the late first 

century and early second, the authors 
strongly advocated leadership of the cler
gy as the solution to quarreling within the 
flock . Clement of Rome, c. 96 AD, in a 
letter to the Corinthians who in typical 
Greek fashion continued to quarrel, urged 
them to forget their differences and live 
amicably with their clergy. The letter of 
Ignatius of Antioch to the Corinthians about 
a decade later is even stronger in directing 
the faithful to maintain their unity through 
the authority of their bishop (see Epistle to 
the Magnesians). By essentially renounc
ing the leadership of the charismatics in 
favor of hierarchical control, communities 
were to receive the certainty of unanimity 
and the preservation of communities. Ig
natius envisioned the community as one 
body in which all would come to meetings 
"like one man, without a thought of dis
unity in your hearts," under the leadership 
of their bishop. Such a community would 
achieve salvation together as a collective 
unity. In light of the persecutions of the 
Christian community by the Roman state 
the leaders of the church saw clearly that 

salvation of the Christian communities lay 
in their unity. They dreaded any disagree
ments that would tear apart the fragile so
cieties. Dissent within the Christian com
munity was more threatening than perse
cution from without. For many of the lead
ers of the church where those of one mind 
dwelled there would also be concord and 
simplicity. Christians should be harmoni
ous in affection, clinging to one another 
faithfully in the bonds of unanimity. This 
unanimity would be achieved under the 
guidance of a bishop. 

When the persecutions ended the church 
had the opportunity to solidify further its 
world organization. Soon this organization 
received the form of the synodal system. 
The bishops of the church would meet to 
provide answers to the problems that 
plagued the church and threatened its uni
ty. This system survived throughout the 
long history of the church and still obtains 
to date. Unfortunately, the synodal system 
has not been well adhered ~o by the Ortho
dox Church here in the Americas. For rea
sons which cannot be elaborated in a short 
article major administrative and ecclesio
logical decisions were being resolved with 
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the aid of friendly and pious laymen who 
frequently made up the inner circle of the 
church's leadership and were relied upon 
to do its bidding. This approach is largely 
responsible for the controversy that has 
broken out within our church and threat
ens its unity. The much maligned system 
ofmetropolitization may be interpreted as 
a restoration of the synodal system within 
the church-at least that is how many of 
its advocates seem to have envisioned it. 
The bishops, who make up the synod of 
the church in America but who were often 
ignored in its crucial decision-making pro
cess, can now participate in collectively 
deciding upon the problems that affect the 
American church - under the chairman
ship of the archbishop. It is an effort that 
deserves - at least- a wait-and-see atti
tude on the part of most of us instead of the 
orchestrated and often vitriolic opposition 
that it has stirred up among a certain circle 
of self-entitled overzealous orthodox. If 
future decisions of this synodal system 
prove to be suspect, lay and clergy can 
civilly express their disagreement. To con
demn it as divisive before even its gene
sis, serves no purpose, especially since we 
all know that the bishops of the Americas 
cannot afford to be arbitrary. They simply 
need the clergy-lay support and assistance. 
With it they can succeed for the benefit of 
the entire church; without it they are bound 
to fail. The attempt to return to the ortho
dox system of church governance should 
therefore have been hailed by the faithful 
everywhere. What we witness today instead 
is an effort to subvert this traditional or
thodox church-governance by people who 
have arrogated upon themselves the title 
of the Defenders of the Faith and the right 
to decide what the correct governance of 
the church should or should not be. This 
can tum out to be an unfortunate and dele
terious situation. 
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A Historic Extravaganza 
In Boston, May 8th 

BOSTON-What promises to be the 
musical thrill of a lifetime, will take place 
on Friday, May 8, 1998 at Harvard Uni
versity's Sanders Theatre. An historic 
musical extravaganza, featuring the finest 
and largest group of well known Greek, 
Armenian, Lebanese and other Near East
ern musicians ever assembled in the Unit
ed States, will delight what will undoubt
edly be a capacity audience. The Extrav
aganza Concert will be presented into his
torical periods and will feature music from 
Crete, Peloponnesos, Macedonia, the Ae
gean, and many other regions. The music 
will include follk, rebetika and popular 
songs. The multi-media presentation will 
feature the lyra, santouri, clarinet, bouzou
ki, baglama, kanonaki, outi, toumbeleki and 
other instruments. 

The Extravaganza Concert will be pro
duced and underwritten by the well known 
patron of the arts, Christos and Mary Pa
poutsy Charitable Foundation . Mr. and 
Mrs. Papoutsy of Rye Beach, NH, share a 
love of Greek music, ranging from Byzan
tine, to Rembetika, to modern music. 

They selectively support programs 
which enhance Hellenism, Greek Folk 
Music, Greek Tradition, Greek language 
and culture. Through these programs they 
hope to transmit to as many people as pos
sible their love for Hellenism and what it 
has offered and continues to offer to civili
zation throughout the ages . Christos and 
Mary Papoutsy have been meting for 
months with an "Extravaganza Commit
tee" of 27 plus well known individuals 
which include: Demetra and Maria Anag
nostopoulos, Ted Anastos, Diane Arenel
la, Patricia Barger, George Chryssis, Steve 
Kapsalis, Rhea Karabelas, Elaine and Es
telle Lolos, Yiannis Michaelides, Stephanie 
Orphanos, Chloe Papanastasiou, Myrsine 
Papoutsis, Paul Sampsonis, Diane Sikellis, 
Charles Stathis, Diane Tamis, Harry Vla
chos, Panos Voukydis. The committee 
members are already accepting reservations 
for this unique concert. 

The May 8, Once-in-a-Lifetime Concert 
is made possible through the generosity of 
the talented musicians, contributing their 

talents and time. They include: The Koko
ras Ensemble, Ta Pethia, the Fred Elias En
semble, Kostas Taslis and his musicians, 
the Original Odyssey Orchestra, the Nich
topoulia Band, The Grecian Keys, The Trio 
Belcanto. In addition, more that 25 free
lance highly talented musicians will delight 
the audience with their exceptional music. 

Proceeds from the Concert will benefit 
The Greek Institute, a nonprofit cultural and 
educational institution dedicated to the 
study and teaching of the Greek language, 
literature and culture from antiquity to the 
present. The Greek Institute serves as an 
educational resource center for the Greek
American and American communities. It 
also works in collaboration with other ed
ucational and cultural institutions both in 
the United States and in Greece. The Greek 
Institute is located at Harvard Square, 1038 
Massachusetts A venue in Cambridge, MA. 
Tickets for the Concert may also be re
served from the Greek Institute. 
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ON LOOKING INTO KOUSOULAS' 
ORTHOPOLIS 

Editors' Note: The/ollowing is in re
sponse to Prof. D. G. Kousoulas' article 
titled: "Orthopolis Revisited" published in 
our February issue. 

The Greek Orthodox protagonist pro
filed in this work appears to be the same 
model as the one challenged in the original 
story. The professor's spiritual prototype 
continues to be a luke warm Christian who 
feels discomfort among serious believers. 
He is the one who comes to church "to lis
ten to familiar psalms, follow the familiar 
ritual, see his friends, bring his kids to Sun
day school. .. to perpetuate something dear 
and familiar" 

He is the Orthodox Christian who buys 
his candle, mechanically finds his familiar 
seat, in the sanctuary and sits back to watch 
the program. As the predictable familiari-

I By STEVEN P. STAMATIS I 
ty of the ritual plays itself out, he'll glance 
at his watch in anticipation of the coffee 
hour. Finally, the service is finished; now 
he can partake of refreshments, engage in 
fellowship and be with close friends. 

Since when did it become distasteful to 
have fervor in one's faith? Why is it objec
tionable to feel strongly about your spiri
tual beliefs? Isn't that what our clergy 
preach to us each Sunday, to become 
Christ-like? To the good professor, this 
condition makes us too "fanatic" or too 
"Protestant. " 

The character Dimitrios states: "In the 
Orthodox Church, the ethnic and religious 
fused, and this fusion became a source of 
strength. The Greek Orthodox went to 
churches and supported their communities 
because they had a sense of belonging. It 
wasn't just religious faith that brought them 

together. . . The church was tied to their eth
nic identities because those traditions and 
customs enriched their lives." 

In the foregoing statement, Dimitrios re
pudiates the Orthodox belief system, ren
ders a crippling blow to the Christology of 
the church and undermines Orthodox wor
ship that calls us to the Eucharist and to 
ultimate Theosis. 

He goes on to state: "Religious faith 
alone is not enough-especially among 
Orthodox Christians where religion is not 
the center of life, like it is with Muslims." 
To this I respond religious faith IS EVERY
THING! And we would do well to look at 
the Muslims and learn how to be proud of 
what we believe and even to be prepared 
to die for our beliefs like they are. Because 
they are the ones multiplying in numbers, 
not us! And if our faith (which we boast to 
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be the TRUE faith) is to survive in the com
ing millenium, we better be more than ca
sual Christians, we better know our faith 
and proclaim it without shame and be pre
pared to defend it when it's challenged. 

The source of strength in the Orthodox 
Church ought to be coming from an abid
ing faith in Jesus Christ and Orthodox tra
ditions, not ethnic traditions. The sense of 
belonging that Greeks need in a comfort
able venue with those of common ethnic 
heritage can be satisfied in any AHEP A 
function, Greek parade, Greek wedding or 
other ethnic events. And now, about the 
last sentence from this segment: "After all, 
the strength of a person's religious faith is 
a very personal matter." I don't claim to 
be a Theologian, but I challenge anyone to 
tell me this is not Protestant! 

Our Orthodox tradition clearly demon
strates that the path to Theosis lies in the 
"kinonia" of worship, an assembly ofpeo
pie to constitute the "body" or "eklesia" 
collectively conveying our prayers in one 
voice, upward. We are supposed to be our 
brothers' keeper. Now, that's Orthodox! 

On the other hand, a solitary pursuit of 
salvation through cultivation of a personal 
relationship with God-now, that's Prot
estant! Church history or sacred traditions 
are not necessary for that.. 

It has been often said by our other Or
thodox brothers in the faith that God gave 
the right faith to the wrong people. Until 
Greek people really take a close look at the 
richness of their own faith, submit their will 
to be "steeped" in it, they will always find 
it necessary to rely on their ethnic tradi
tions for that "source of strength" and "en
richment" to compliment their loyalty to 
the Orthodox faith which remains luke 
warm at best. 

As for Dimitrios, he should have been 
denied exit from Orthopolis. John Isichos 
should have personally detained him and 
enrolled him in the Orthodox Studies pro
gram at the Cathedral. A letter should have 
been sent to his wife to say that he was safe 
and not to worry. He would be delayed a 
few days because a brown bear was drawn 
to the cabin door by smells offish and game 
and decided to camp there for a while. 

After several weeks Dimitrios would 
emerge with a deeper understanding ofthe 
substance of his own faith thereby enabling 
him to put his ethnic heritage in proper 
perspective. Indeed, he would be released 
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as a "New Man" (I won't say Born-Again) 
with new awareness to fully appreciate the 
richness of his faith; and he would be less 
inclined to label people into spiritual cate
gories (Protestant, Catholic, Born-Again, 
Muslim) as a form of rebuke. Moreover, 
with renewed faith, he would understand 
that the obligation to the faith and the 
church must take precedence over all oth
er traditions and practices. 

Despite the fact that my title was 
usurped, (I now must search for another title 
to the sequel) 1 commend the professor for 
adding another chapter to a problem that is 
crying out for meaningful resolution. 

Dimitrios' final admonition to the hier
archy represents a major departure from the 
position expressed earlier. It is an impas
sioned plea for love and understanding that 
is both touching and poignant. It reminds 
the reader that the whole point of this story 
is for the faithful to do something NOW to 
avoid this kind of ending. 

The fictitious demise of the traditional 
church in Orthopolis is not a welcomed 
outcome for anyone. The laity did not get 
rid of the church and the hierarchy nor was 
there an orchestrated movement to disman
tle. The fact is, the movement to dismantle 
the church in America was begun by the 
hierarchy. So far, the laity is merely react
ing and trying to understand these dramat-

Ot AbEA<poi 

ic changes that have swept throughout the 
country. And they come in painful install
ments without warning or explanation: they 
just happen like a bank holiday! The chill
ing prospect ofOrthopolis can be realized 
if current events continue to unfold and
compound in this arrogant spirit of author
ity that exists with the hierarchy. The faith-

ful (clergy and laity) must start talking to 
each other, freely and openly without 
threats or consequences. The dramatic 
changes in the church in America is not 
viewed as a sacred mandate. They are ad
ministrative in nature, calculating in sub
stance and manipulative in motive-and 
the laity is not going to buy it! 
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Archons Honor N ana Mouskouri, 
Commander Emeritus and Mrs. Philip 

A capacity crowd filling the Grand Ball
room of the prestigious Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel rose to its feet and applauded as Arch
bishop Spyridon, aided by the Order's Na
tional Commander, Archon Aktouarios Dr. 
Anthony J. Limberakis presented Nana 
Mouskouri with the 1998 Athenagoras 
Human Rights Award. Bawa Jain, director 
for International and United Nations Af
fairs helped with the presentation. His 
Eminence, former Archbishop of North and 
South America lakovos witnessed the pre
sentation from his seat on the dais. 

The presentation of the Alhenagoras 
A ward was the centerpiece of the proceed
ings of the glittering Grand Banquet. Also 
honored with the Special Cross of the Or
der ofSt. Andrew of the Ecumenical Patri
archate was the just retired National Com
mander of the Order, Archon Megas Akt
ouarios Dr. Chris Philip. The new Com
mander Emeritus was being honored for 
twenty five years of service to the Order, 
the last ten as its National Commander. 
Concurrently, his wife Irene was present
ed with the Patriarchal Cross and a floral 
bouquet. 

A charitable individual credited with the 
Humanitarian act of using her talent to help 
God's precious Gifts to mankind, the chil
dren of the World, she is a proponent of 
freedom for the underprivileged of the uni
verse. Not only is Nana Mouskouri a world 
renown concert artist, but also a UNICEF 
Ambassador with a track record of travel
ing around the world to care for children. 
It has been a long-standing tradition with 
the Archons to observe Sunday of Ortho
doxy with weekend-long events that cul
minate with the investiture of the 
Archon-Candidates by His Eminence Arch
bishop Spyridon on the Sunday following 
the evening of the Grand Banquet. The in
vestiture takes place during a Holy Trinity 
Cathedral Archieratical Liturgy that in
cludes the Procession of the Icons. The 
Procession of the Icons recounts the rein
statement of the Holy Icons in the Church, 
after their long banishment by the Icono
clasts. 

APRIL,1998 

The new Commander Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis celebrating Sunday of Orthodoxy with the Ar-

chons at the Holy Trinity Cathedral in New York. PHOTOS BY DIMITRI PANAGOS 

The Honorees Nana Mouskouri, Dr. Chris Philip, Commander Emeritus of the Order of St. An

drew who served the Archonsfor 25 years, and his wife Mrs. Irene Philip, who was also honored 

at ihe Banquet for her many years of service to the Church and the National Philoptochos. 

In accepting the Humanitarian award 
from the Order, Ms Mouskouri becomes 
the second individual female to receive it. 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, was the first, 
and the third in the annals ofthe award af
ter His Eminence Archbishop lakovos and 

former US President Jimmy Carter. She 
also follows a female group, the National 
Ladies' Philoptochos Society, which re
ceived the coveted award collectively in 
1992. 

The internationally acclaimed singing 
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near St. Sophia, and the looting of the 
Greek Orthodox Church of The Annunci
ation in Agridia on the island of Imvros, 
the birthplace of our beloved Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew. 

Archbishop Spyridon at the podium, with his predecessaor Iakovos at the Archon 's Banquet. 

The Chairman of the event, 
Vice-Commander Emeritus Archon Megas 
Depoutatos Anastasios Manessis made the 
welcoming remarks Archon Notarios and 
former CBS correspondent Ike Pappas 
served as the Master of ceremonies, intro
ducing himself as Ikaros Nestor Papadem
etriou. That prompted Archon Maestor 
Andrew Athens, President of the World 
Council of Hellenes Abroad, to introduce 
himself as Andreas Aristides Athanassoul
is. Next to speak were the Consul General 
of Greece Charalambos Manessis and the 
Consul General of Cyprus, Pantelakis Eli
ades. 

star donated her services for the October 
1997 World Peace Concert during the Ec
umenical Patriarch Bartholomew's visit 
here, which helped raise funds to satisfY 
the pledge the Archons have made to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. Besides her du
ties as a UNICEF Ambassador, Ms Mousk
ouri is also a Parliamentarian representing 
Greece in the European Union. 

The day-long procedures which started 
at noon at the Waldorf Astoria, included a 
general meeting and a lecture, a luncheon 
for the National Council, and a Ladies' tea 
hosted by Maria Limberakis, MD, and at-

HAPPY EASTER 

tended by Nana Mouskouri. 
The Orders new National Commander, 

Archon Aktouarios,Anthony 1. Limberakis, 
MD, spoke on the historic aspect of the 
Order and its evolution during the last four 
decades. "The Mother Church of Cons tan
tinople" he said, "the seat of world Ortho
doxy, is being challenged by the ultimate 
Iconoclasts, who threaten her physical pres
ence from within and without the city that 
was once the jewel of all Christendom. The 
horrific bombing of the Patriarchal Church 
ofSt. George, the malicious arson and hei
nous murder at the Shrine of St. Therapon 

A video- presentation of segments from 
Mouskouri's World Peace Concert was 
shown as a tribute to the concertist, and 
after the presentation of the Athenagoras 
A ward came the artist's response in a form 
of a musical tribute. She closed the reper
toire of songs by singing Amazing Grace. 
Then the Candidates for Investiture in 1998 
as new Archons were introduced individu
ally as they were asked to walk up to the 
dais by the Order's Executive Officer, Fr. 
Eugene Pappas. They were greeted with 
continuous applause. 

Next to speak was Archon Lambadari
os Philip Christopher, president and CEO 
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of Audiovox Communications, who made 
one more presentation for the Archons to 
the honoree, Ms Mouskouri, a sculpture by 
artist Manolis Paraschos called The Return 
to Love. 

On Sunday morning, the Archons gath
ered at the Holy Trinity Cathedral to wit
ness the Investiture of the new candidates 
by His Eminence, Archbishop Spyridon of 
America, and to participate in the Proces
sion of the Icons. 

The Athenagoras Human Rights Award, 
in the form of a bust of the late Ecumeni
cal Patriarch Athenagoras, is bestowed ev
ery year since 1986 to an individual or an 
organization which has been in the fore
front of the struggle for Religious Freedom 
and Human Rights. Past recipients of the 
award are His Eminence Archbishop lako
vos of North and South America, former 
US President Jimmy Carter, the late Nobel 
laureate Mother Teresa ofCaicutta, the late 
Commander Emeritus ofthe order Dr. An
thony G. Borden, Dr. John Brademas, 
former Congressman and President Emer
itus of New York University, the National 
President of Hellenism Abroad Council, 
Andrew Athens, the Ladies' National 
Philoptochos Society as an organization, 
the late- HANAC Chairman George Dour
is, the US Senator from Maryland Paul 
Sarbanes, the former Secretary of the Vet
erans Affairs, Ed Derwinski, AHEP A as an 
organization and the Archdiocesan Clergy 
collectively. 

In a magnificent act of philanthropy, 
Archon Lambadario Philip Christopher and 
Audiovox Communications which he 
heads as its President and CEO, announced 
that he was underwriting the Grand Ban
quet for the cause of the Ecumenical Patri
archate's presence, productivity and 
progress. 

Dr. Philip's Remarks 

Commander Emeritus Dr. Philip made 
the following remarks at the Banquet: 

In behalf ofIrene and myself, I wish to 
thank you for these beautiful crosses. With 
a deep sense of humility, we accept them. 
They will be a constant reminder of the 
many dedicated church people we have met 
and have had the honor and privilege of 
working with for so many years. 

The cross has always been a source of 
inspiration, especially in times of uncertain-

APRIL,1998 

Nana Mouskouri accepting the Athenagoras award/rom His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon. Dr. 
Limberakis at left. 

Archbishop Spyridon congratulates honoree Dr. Chris Philip after his remarks. At left is Nana 
Mouskouri. Behind Dr. Philip is Ike Pappas, who served as Master o/Ceremonies. 

ty. When one truly focuses attention on the 
cross, you can only feel compassion and 
forgiveness for the frailities of human na
ture. 

At this time, I would like to thank His 
Eminence, Archbishop Spyridon, for the 
kind and thoughtful words he expressed 
concerning my person this afternoon at the 
general meeting and our beloved Archbish
op Iakovos for affording me the opportu
nity to serve the Order in an executive ca
pacity for the past twenty-five years. 

To my fellow Archons, the National 
Council, our past and present Executive 
Directors, Archon Ernest Villas, Father 

Milton Efthimiou and Father Eugene Pap
pas, and our late Commander Emeritus, Dr, 
Anthony Borden, words cannot adequate
ly express my heartfelt appreciation for 
their support and cooperation. 

I would also like to recognize the untir
ing efforts of the Order's Executive Secre
tary Athena Kontos, Bob Nicolaides, our 
Public Relations Director, and Theodora 
Coursel, our strategic planning advisor. But 
above all, I wish to express my love and 
appreciation to my family, especially my 
lovely wife, Irene. Without her love, un
derstanding, patience and encouragement, 
I would not have been able to succeed in 
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my various pursuits. In retrospect, I do re
gret the many hours of separation because 
of endless meetings-hours lost forever
hours that become more precious with the 
passing of time. My love for her is as strong 
today as it was 41 years ago. 

Before I conclude my response, I also 
would like to congratulate our honoree, 
Nana Mouskouri. Her unselfish dedication 
in bringing a measure of comfort and joy 
to the deprived children of the world is a 
gift of God. There is nothing more beauti
ful than a happy, laughing child, nor more 
heart rendering than a child in tears because 
of hunger, because of abuse, because of 
sickness and because of neglect and lone
liness. To be able to brighten a child's life 
and restore that sweet innocence, even for 
a moment, I believe, is the Lord's way of 
unlocking that gate to a better understand
ing of the true meaning of our faith ... A 
faith oflove ... a faith of hope. And for this 
Nana-you are truly a worthy emmisary of 
our Christian Orthodox faith. God bless you 
and thank you! 
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A Lasting Gift 
Quietly, and without fanfare, one of the 

most important collections in the history 
of Greek-American studies is now being 
donated to a university archives. In 1994 
Dr. Andrew T. Kopan, with considerable 
help, guidance, and plain hard work from 
his wife Alice, began the long and involved 
process of depositing his private papers to 
the DePaul University in Chicago, Illinois. 
As of this writing approximately 90 linear 
feet of Greek-American related documents 
are currently held by the Special Collec
tions and University Archive at DePaul 
University. While only five linear feet of 
documents have been fully accessioned 
long-range plans are well underway to not 
only continue processing these materials 
but to also receive the entire collection. 

The Greek-American documents al
ready held at DePaul University constitutes 
only the first phase in a much longer pro
cess. Dr. and Mrs. Kopan are dedicated to 
seeing that the entire Kopan Collection of 
documents will be eventually housed at 
DePaul University's John T. Richardson 
Library as an integrated research collection. 
Projected estimates on the Kopan Collec
tion place its ultimate contents at literally 
many hundreds of linear feet of documents. 

To gain some historical perspective it 
should be noted that on the last occassion 
when Greek-American documents were 
accessioned, in the late 1980s, the final 
compilation for the entire Theodore Salou
tas Collection was 33 linear feet. 

The Collection 

Andrew T. Kopan is professor emeritus 
of education at DePaul University. From 
1968 to 1994 Dr. Kopan taught the history 
and philosophy of education. He also 
served as chairman of the Department of 
Education Foundations, Director of Edu
cational Policy Studies, and Director of the 
Graduate Program. In 1994 Dr. Kopan was 
awarded the Via Sapientiae (I will show 
you the way to wisdom) the highest dis
tinction given to retiring faculty. 

APRIL,1998 

I By STEVE FRANGOS I 
Dr. Kopan is the author of several books 

and countless articles in the scholarly and 
popular press. As a recognized figure in 
multicultural education, immigration stud
ies, and Greek-American history Dr. Ko
pan has been honored by the University of 
Texas at Austin and Yeshiva Unviersity in 
New York City for his research and publi
cations in these areas. In this respect the 
Andrew T. Kapan Papers are a unique as
semblage. 

The collection can be divided into the 
broad, but obviously interrelated, catago
ries of professional activities and primary 
research documents. While considerable 
overlap exists between general academic 
and strickly Greek materials this account 
focuses exclusively on the Greek docu
ments. 

Greek documents within the Kopan 
Collection span the period from the early 
1880s until the present. Broadly stated the 
overall Collection includes correspon
dence, civic organization documents, news
papers and periodicals, fraternal organiza
tion papers and publications, conference 
papers, Orthodox religious publications and 
periodicals, newsletters, newspapers and 
other documents from the Turkish and Ar
menian communities in North America, 
over 150 rare first edition books related to 
Greek-American studies, over 100 photo
graphs dating from the 1880s to the present, 

many hours of oral history recordings with 
key historical figures, and a vast assortment 
of other materials. 

The documents, presently held at De
Paul University, are a conglomerate col
lection with a mix of all these types ofma
terials. With that being said something of 
the various groupings of documents should 
be noted in more detail. 

Correspondence 

One would be hard pressed to find any 
leading figure in the Greek and American 
governments associated with political, so
cial, or religious events since the 
post-World War II period related to the 
Greek-American community not represent
ed in the Kopan correspondence. This is 
especially the case with civic and political 
leaders involved in the Cyprus conflict and 
the Macedonia Question. 

A notable segment of the correspon
dence involves all manner of Orthodox 
church leaders. Since the 1940s one can 
locate letters to and from individual parish
ioners, parish presidents and priests, onto 
Archbishops and Patriarchs. Dr. Kopan's 
sustained and often extremely personal cor
respondence beginning with Archbishop 
(later Patriarch Athenagoras), continues in 
his lengthy exchanges with Archbishop 
Iakovos and without a break to his corre-
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spondence with Archbishop Spyridon. 
From the perspective of modem Greek his
tory this over half a century of correspon
dence, alone, makes this collection a world
class assembly of documents. 

Greek Press 

One of the strongest features of the col
lection is the diverse array of Greek- Amer
ican newspapers, periodicals, and other 
publications. Over 60 newspaper titles are 
held. Some newspapers and other publica
tions found in the current gathering of ma
terials are quite extensive and complete. 

Equally impressive is the Collection's 
holdings in ephemeral publications. The 
dynamic nature of the Greek-American 
press is well represented in the array of 
newspapers and publications that only ex
isted for a few editions or less than a year. 
When these ephemeral publications and the 
other more complete runs of newspapers 
and periodicals are conjoined the sheer 
numbers of publications is one ofthe Col
lection's greatest strengths and ultimate 
value for future use. A brief listing of pub
lications will show that for newspapers we 

can find: The Hellenic Times, GreekAmer
ican, Greek-Star, Hellenic Chronicle, 
Greek Press, Hellenic News, National Her
ald, Proini, Hellenic Journal, Atlantis, and 
the Cambana. A selection of periodicals in
cludes; Athena Magazine, Athene Maga
zine, Ellinikos Kosmos (The Magazine of 
the Greeks Overseas), the Greek-American 
Review, Greek-Accent, Greek-American 
Monthly, Greek-American Review, Greek 
World, Hellenic Times, Hellenism, and Tri
eres Magazine. Fraternal Organization pub
lications include but are not restricted to: 
The A he pan, GOYAN, Hellenic Profession
al Society of Illinois, and the United Hel
lenic American Congress. Many other ti
tles could be listed. 

Religious Holdings 

Especially valuable are the papers and 
publications related to Dr. Kapan's over 
fifty years of involvement with the Greek 
Orthodox Church. Extremely detailed ma
terials document his role in the establish
ment of the Greek Orthodox Youth of 
America just after World War II, his de
velopment on first a national and then in-

ternational stage as a laity spokesperson for 
American Orthodoxy, and finally his con
tribution as one of the founding members 
of the Orthodox Christian Laity movement. 

This body of religious publications and 
documents are all the more significant giv
en that in 1976 Dr. Kopan was made an 
Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate with 
the title Didaskalos tou Genous (Teacher 
of the Nation). In like manner Hellenic 
College/Holy Cross School of Theology 
awarded Dr. Kopan an honorary Doctor of 
Letters degree. 

The comparative nature of the Kopan 
Collection sees no better example that in 
the vast array of American Orthodox pub
lications. For the Greek Orthodox religious 
publications we find: The Orthodox Ob
server, The Illuminator (Diocese of Pitts
burgh), and the Diocesan Voice (San Fran
cisco), and St. Nickolas Herald (St. Lou
is). For other branches of American Ortho
doxy we find: Alive in Christ (Eastern Penn. 
OCA), International Orthodox Digest, 
Credinta (the Roumanian Archdiocese 
principle publication), Church Messenger 
(American Carpatho-Russian), the Kathe
dra Quarterly (Orthodox Church in Amer-
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ica), Path of Orthodoxy (Serbian), Diako
nia Quarterly, Russian Orthox Journal, and 
The Word (Antiochian Christian Diocese). 
Other newspapers and periodicals from the 
Albanian-, Belarian-, and Ukranian Ortho
dox faithful in North America could also 
be cited. 

Especially strong are the diverse hold
ings in Orthodox bulletins and newsletters 
of the 1940 to 1970 era. From a strictly 
Greek Orthodox perspective the extensive 
holdings and long runs of publications that 
document the transition between the 
pre-W orld War II Orthodox Youth of 
America organization to the post-World 
War II Greek Orthodox Youth of America 
during the late 1940s early 1950s is incred
ibly detailed. 

These publications also document the 
post-World War II connections between the 
various branches of American Orthodox 

youth groups. To offer some scope on these 
publications we need note only: AROY 
(American Romanian Orthodox Youth) 
Newsletter, CE. 0. Y.L.A. (The Council of 
Eastern Orthodox Youth Leaders in Amer
ica), Newsletter, 0. Y. (Orthodox Youth) 
Spirit, The Orthodox Youth Observer, 
GOYA National Bulletin, GOYA (The 
Voice of the Midwest) Newsletter, GOYA 
Missionary Bulletin, Hellenic Herald (Min
neapolis) Newsletter, Light of Orthodox, 
Pelican (SS. Constantine and Helen Chi
cago) Newsletter, Orthodox Christian Fel
lowship Newsletter, Orthodox Christian 
witness, Orthodox Herald (OCA) Newslet
ter, Spiritual Outreach, Theosis, Voice of 
0. Y.A . (Orthodox Youth Association of the 
West) Newsletter, and The Forum (OCL). 

This says nothing for Greek Orthodox 
Church related publications such as The 
Archon, the GOYAN, The Logos, numer-
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ous Bi-Clergy Laity Congress Albums, and 
a seemingly endless assortment of local 
parish commerative volumes, papers and 
original documents. From a researchers 
viewpoint all the American Orthodox pub
lications and documents gains in overall 
significance when it is known that the Ko
pan Collection is also especially strong in 
the schismatic Orthodox Press. 

Comparative Holdings 

In the course of his over fifty years as a 
systematic researcher Dr. Kopan gathered 
and actively sought any materials, period
icals or original source documents related 
to his general interests in Orthodox and 
Greek political and social matters. This 
being the case it is not unexpected then that 
we find periodicals and other, documents 
from the Armenian-American, Turkish
American, Jewish-American and other eth
nic and political interest groups. The com
parative nature of these periodicals and 
documents is selfappareht. Especially 
strong are the Turkish-American presses 
writings and related documents on the Cy
prus Invasion, the status of the Ecumeni
cal Patriachate, the Greek Lobby and other 
similar topics. 

The Work Ahead 

The Kopen Collection, as it stands now, 
is the largest university-based collection of 
Greek-American documents in the United 
States. As with any similar gathering of 
archival documents much hard and exact
ing work is still to be completed to proper
ly house and make fully accessible such a 
complex collection of historical materials. 
In keeping with their steadfast dedication 
to preserving their heritage and faith the 
Kopans are resolved to continue in their 
work to see that what they have spent a 
life-time gathering and building is passed 
on to future generations. 

* * * 
Those interested in the current status of 

the Kopan Collection are encouraged to vis
it the DePaul University Special Collec
tions website http://www.lib.depaul.edu/ 
stecco II/index .ntml. 
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Greek-Americans in Review 
By Sophia Nibi 

NICHOLAS PALEOLOGOS 
HONORED BY THE 

NAT'L CONFERENCE 
Nicholas Paleologos of Woburn, MA 

was honored by The National Conference 
(previously known as the National Confer
ence of Christians & Jews) at the 70th An
nual Awards Dinner held in Boston. Mr. 
Paleo logos has achieved international fame 
for his creative success producing highly 
acclaimed films such as The Ghosts of Mis
sissippi. Prior to entering the film indus
try, he served with distinction as a state leg
islator for 14 years. 

Nicholas Paleologos was born in 
Woburn, MA. At the age of20 he became 
the youngest person ever elected to the 
Woburn School Committee. At 23 he was 
elected to the Commonwealth of Massa
chusetts House of Representatives. In 1978 
he co-founded Zollo Productions Inc. The 
company's films and plays have been hon
ored with many awards, including the Pu
litzer Prize, the Academy A ward, the Tony 
Award and the Grammy Award. Nick Pa
leologos is a Founding Trustee of the Bos
ton Renaissance Charter Public School and 
serves on the Board of Directors of the Bos
ton Center for the Arts. 

HARRY J.FOURNIER JOINS 
CHICAGO LA W FIRM 

Harry J. Fournier of Oak Brook, IL, has 
joined the law firm ofKubasiak, Crenieux, 
Fylstra, Reizen & Rotunno, P.C., in Chica
go. Mr. Fournier received the Juris Doctor 
degree from Northwestern University 
where he participated in the legal clinic 
which was highlighted by successfully de
fending a forcible entry and detainer ac
tion in his final semester. Before entering 
Northwestern, Mr. Fournier matriculated at 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School in Lansing, 
MI, where he was in the top five percent of 
his class. He received the American Juris
prudence Award, the Corpus Juris Secun
dum and the Sol Siegal Award for excel
lence in contracts. He was cited in "Who's 
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Who: American Law Students 14th Edi- Illinois State Bar Association, the Chicago 

tion" and also was an honors scholarship 
recipient. 

Harry Fournier graduated from the Uni
versity of Illinois in Chicago with a Bach
elor of Science degree in finance . He then 
received a Master of Business Adminis
tration degree, with distinction, from De
Paul University. He is a member of the 
Hellenic Bar Association of Illinois, the 

Bar Association, the DuPage Bar Associa
tion and the American Bar Association. He 
is a board member of the Pan-Messenian 
Young Adult Association and of AHEP A's 
Garfield #203 Chapter. 

Fr. PETER METALLINOS 
HONORED FOR 

36 YEARS OF SERVICE 
The Rev. Fr. Peter Metallinos of Rocky 

River, OH, has been honored by the St. 
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Demetrios Parish in Rocky River for 36 
years of spiritual leadership. Under his 
leadership, the St. Demetrios community, 
which serves 600 families, erected a new 
church, cultural school and community 
center. In addition to his leadership at St. 
Demetrios, Fr. Metallinos has served as the 
Orthodox Chaplain of the Cleveland Po
licemen's Association; served as a mem
ber of the West Shore Ministerial Associa
tion; and was involved with the Rocky Riv
er Community Relations program. 

Fr. Metallinos was born on the island of 
Tinos, Greece. He attended the University 
of California at Berkely. Following a mil
itary service with the United States Army 
in Germany, he entered Holy Cross School 
of Theology in Brookline, MA. He married 
Emilia Sofronas, and was ordained to the 
priesthood. Fr. Peter and Presbytera Emilia 
are the parents of Jack and Elizabeth. 

PARASKEVE KANTGES IS A 
$21 MIL. WINNER, MAYBE! 

Paraskeve Kantges of Watertown, MA, 
who has been in the news a lot concerning 
her over the phone purchase of a $21 mil
lion winning lottery ticket, will most like
ly receive her price but it may be months, 
if not years, before appeals are over. While 
the executive director of the Lottery Com
mission has ruled that Mrs. Kantges is the 
winner, variety store owner Nick Havan 
contends that Mrs. Kantges, after asking 
him to place the winning bet, called back 
and canceled it. State Treasurer Joseph D. 
Malone has also taken Mrs. Kantges's side 
in view of overwhelming evidence based 
on the extensive records the Watertown 
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woman has compiled during the many 
years oflottery ticket buying. Mrs. Kantg
es says she ordered a series of 60 bets by 
telephone on Feb. 5- including her favorite 
(and winning) combination of 4-6-1 0-16-
19-25-in the Mass Millions drawing. The 
store owner claims that she called and can
celed that particular bet. When she went 
to the store to collect the winning ticket and 
the 59 others she had played, the jackpot 
combination was not in the pile. Stay tuned 
for further developments in this case!! 

TIFFANY SFIKAS 
IS A POTENTIAL STAR 

Tiffany Sfikas of Rolling Meadow, IL 
and pairs partner Josiah Modes, placed 
fourth at the US National Figure Skating 
Championship held at the Philadelphi Spec
trum earlier this year. The former Miss 
Teen Chicago was an honors English stu
dent at Rolling Meadows High School and 
Harper Junior College. She writes poetry 
as a hobby and aspires to become a jour
nalist. Tiffany, a former gymnast who has 
taken acting lessons and dancing, is con
sidering her many options for the future, 
including a career in professional skating, 
coaching skaters, journalism .. . 

Dr.D. NICOLAIDES 
ADDRESSES CHILDREN'S 

DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS 

Dr. Catherine D. Nicolaides of Marlton, 
NJ, is addressing the many developmental 
disorders afflicting children of all ages as 
well as those in their adolescent stage. Pre
viously associated with Farm Pediatrics, 
Dr. Nicolaides is now a full-time, indepen
dent developmental pediatric/adolescent 
practitioner. Among the specialties she 

addresses are attention deficit disorders, 
speech delay, cerebral palsy, oppositional 
behavior, developmental delay and learn
ing disabilities.Dr. Nicolaides earned her 
degree in medicine from Hanneman Uni
versity in Philadelphia. She did her resi
dency in pediatrics at New York Universi
ty Hospital. She has spent a fellowship year 
specializing in developmental pediatrics at 
John Hopkins University Hospital in Bal
timore and Children's Hospital in Philadel
phia. 

JAMES P. TATTOLES 
WANTS TO BE A JUDGE 

James P. Tatooles of Northbrook, IL, 
has announced his candidacy for judge of 
the Circuit Court of Cook County, 12th 
Judicial Subcircuit which includes Elk 
Grove Township, Northfield Township and 
parts of Wheeling and Maine Townships. 
He has been in private practice of law for 
33 years. He first began with his late fa
ther, Peter J. Talooles. In 1968 he estab
lished a practice in Wheeling, IL where he 
concentrated on civil and criminal litiga
tion. Mr. Talooles is an arbitrator in the Cir
cuit Court of Cook County, using his ex
perience to facilitate the reduction of the 
backlog of cases, thus lowering the cost of 
the resolution of legal disputes. Said Mr. 
Talloles of his desire to become a judge, 
"Law has been an integral part of my life, 
and now is the time to apply my courtroom 
experience to the position of judge." 

A WIDE LENS VIEW 
AROUND THE COUNTRY 

Yanni Papadakis of Boston, MA has 
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joined the West Roxbury, MA branch of 
the National Bank of Greece. A native of 
Crete, Yanni came to the United States in 
1991 to pursue a degree in International 
Business Management. He is currently 
working on a Master of Business Admin
sitration degree in Enterpreneurship & Fi
nance and plans to continue his education 
with a goal of obtaining a Ph.D. 

William Bissonnette of Somerset, MA 

is the new president ofthe Greater Fall Riv
er Association of Realtors Multiple List
ing Service. He is a partner in Riverside 
Realty and a licensed full time real estate 
broker. 

Georgia Lefas of Braintree, MA, who 
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is studying International Relations at Bos
ton University, also works at the West Rox
bury, MA branch of the National Bank of 
Greece. Georgia, who has summered in 
Greece regularly, enjoys working at the Na
tional Bank because she has the opportu
nity to speak Greek with the customers. 

Sophia Savvidis is another Bostonian 
who enjoys working at the National Bank 
of Greece for the "Grecian" environment. 
Sophia has previously worked in retail. 

Effie Mihopoulos, a Chicago poet, par
ticipated in the Chicago Public Library's 
125th anniversary celebration by offering 

readings. Ms. Mihopoulos is the author 
of two critically acclaimed books of poet
ry, Languid Love Lyrics (1993) and The 
Moon Cycle (1991). Her poetry and fic
tion have appeared in over 200 small-press 
publications throughout the United States, 
United Kingdom and Europe. 

Georgia Gefteas of RelMax Country
side Realty in Sudbury, MA, has attained 
membership into the Platinum Club. She 
has thus been recognized as placing within 
the top tenth of one percent nationally of 
all real estate agents. 

Paul and Katherine (Haritos) HatgH 
of Austin, TX have celebrated their fiftieth 
wedding anniversary. They were married 
in Ipswich, MA on February 22, 1948. Mr. 
Hatgil is professor emeritus at the Univer
sity of Texas where he taught for 34 years. 
He graduated from Massachusetts College 
of Art and completed graduate studies at 
Columbia University. Mrs. Hatgil studied 
at the Burdett School of Business and had 
a 27-year career in retailing. 

Yiannis Minadakis: Dean's List Stu
dent .Yiannis Minadakis was qualified for 
the 1997 F all Semester Dean's List at Bos
ton Universtity, College of Arts and Sci
ences. Yannis is a sophomore majoring in 
Computer Science. He made the National 
Dean's List in his freshman year. He also 
works part time at Teradyne Inc. as a Desk-
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top Support Techinician. Yannis is the son 
of Nicholas and Irene Minadakis of Wells, 
Maine. 

Phyllis Karas of Marblehead, MA has 
co-authored a book (with Kiki Feroudi 
Motsatsos ofSantorini, Greece) titled Jack
ie & Ari: Her Greek Years. The Putnam 
publication book will be released this sum
mer. Ms. Karas is a writer of young adult 
novels. 

Diana Karanikas Harvey and husband, 
Jackson Harvey, of Oak Park, IL, are the 
authors of Dead Before Their Time (Fried
man/Fairfax) which explores the legend
ary status afforded famous people who died 
young. Diana has been writing since the 
second grade, when her first play was pro
duced. She is a graduate of Northwestern 
University's School of Speech and holds a 
master in fine arts in screen writing from 
the American Film Institute where she met 
Jackson Harvey. 

Maria G. Mackavey of Wayland, MA 
has co-authored a book, Shared Purpose, 
which deals with the interconnection of 
work life and family life in America. Mar-

ia is director of the human resources man
agement program at Lesley College. 

Stephen Coravos of Dracut, MA has 
been inducted into the Dracut High Ath
letic Hall of Fame. A member of the class 
of 1968, Mr. Coravos earned ten varsity 
letters at Dracut High, excelling in basket
ball, football and track. He was selected 
All-Conference in both basketball and foot
ball. 

Talented Musicians to perform together 
On May 8, at the Sanders Theater of 

Harvard University in Cambridge, MA 
over 70 talented musicians-members of 
well known orchestras and bands-will do
nate their time and talents to present an his
toric event which will go a long way to cel
ebrate, preserve and promote Greek music 
and culture. While known as members of 
groups, these talented musicians are indi
viduals who are proud of their heritage and 
celebrate it every day. Since this is a col
umn about people, we will begin this month 
introducing the talented musicians who will 
perform on May 8: 

John Plasteras of Byfield, MA is an in-

spector of construction operations for the 
Massachusetts Highway Department. He 
is a native of Haverhill, MA and a gradu
ate of Northeastern University in Boston. 
He has a 25-year experience as a drummer 
and bass guital player in Greek music. He 
has performed with Galaxias, Glendopetha, 
Ta Dilina, Avgerinos, Kokora Ensemble. 
On May 8 he will perform with the Trio 
Belcanto. 

Athanasios D. Jeoney of Albany, NY., 
is a second generation Greek American 
with family roots in Germa, Kastoria, 
Greece. He holds a Bachelor of Arts de
gree in economics from Bentley College 
in Waltham, MA. He owns and operates a 
furniture retail store in Albany. He has been 
playing Bass Guitar professionally for 25 
years, predominantly Greek music. He has 
played in various clubs in New York City 
and joined the Trio Belcanto in 1982. 

Jacob Sotiriadis joined Odyssey Or
chestra in the fall of 1995 at the tender age 
of l5! As young as Jacob was, his expo
sure to music started many years earlier. 
At six years of age, he began taking classi
cal piano lessons. His classical training, 
his love for Greek music and his devotion 
to performing, along with an intense inter-
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est in ethnic keyboard styles, brought a new 
dimension to the sound of the Odyssey. 

Paul Sampsonis joined Odyssey in 1992 
as a bassist/guitarist. Since then the musi
cal level of the group has skyrocketed due 
to his technical musical knowledge and 
ability. Paul began playing music in 1969 
with his cousins Nick and John Plasteras 
and Kosmas Vrouvlianis, at the Spartan 
Club in Peabody, MA. Soon, he changed 
from the guitar to bouzouki so that he could 
perform duets with Kosmas. During this 
time, he also performed with Nick and 
George Kokoras at the Roadhouse and the 
Wagon Wheel restaurants in Peabody. 
Throughout the years and until he joined 
Odyssey, he played with various groups and 
freelanced as a guitarist. 

Dino Karras who has been playing the 
drums since 1972, is respected as one of 
the finest durmmers in New England. He 
spent many years playing in various night 
clubs in the Boston area and has backed up 
many famous Greek entertainers . He 
joined Odyssey in 1980, contributing his 
rock-solid rhythms which have been an
choring the Odyssey music style. 

Steve Sotiriadis has been singing and 
playing the guitar since 1970. He was an 

original member ofthe Glentopaida. a pop
ular group in the 1970s. He joined the 
Odyssey after a short stint with the Bou
zoukie Fantasy Orchestra. Steve, who also 
sings and plays all styles of American mu
sic from Big Band through Rock and Roll, 
has been the rhythm and vocal cornerstone 
of the Odyssey orchestra. 

Nick Zallas has been playing bouzouki 
in Greek and Middle Eastern music since 
1970. His first playing job was at Julie 's 
Casbah on Tremont Street in Boston. He 
then played at the Toga Lounge in Harvard 
Square and in 1972 he formed the Orpheos 
Orchestra. In 1976 he was invited to join 
the Bouzouki Fantasy and when, in 1980, 
the members of this popular band retired, 
he formed the Ordyssey Orchestra with 
Steve Sotiriadis, Dino Karras and Nick 
Mandragouras. Nick Zallas' particular in
terest has always been to play and sing all 
types of Greek music. 

Stephen C. Marks of Medfield, MA, 
will play with the Fred Elias Ensemble. 
From 1960 to 1970, he managed the Gre
cian Diamond Orchestra in which he 
played his first instrument, the accordion. 
Since 1970, he has been managing the Gre
cian Kings Orchestra in which he plays the 

HAPPY EASTER 
TO THE READERS 

OF THE 
GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 

guitar. He is well known in the Lowell, 
MA area where from 1982 till 1997 he 
played guitar and sang at the Athenian Cor
ner Restaurant. 

Apostolos M. Antonopoulos of Cam
bridge, MA is a structural engineer work
ing in his own company in Cambridge, 
MA. He says that he spends most of his 
days next to a computer doing building 
design. "Never far away is the guitar I 
bought years ago, as well as a keyboard 
and a bouzoukee. When I need a break 
from work, the guitar takes me back to the 
bank days." Apostolos and a group of 
friends formed the Greek band Zephyros 
in the late 1970s and played together for 
seven years before they went their sepa
rate ways. On May 8 he will play with the 
Fred Elias Ensemble. 

Larry Kontos of Concord, NH is a clar
inetist who has performed extensively with 
various musical organization covering a 
wide range of material such as Greek, jazz, 
jazz rock and rock. He has performed in 
"Fiddler on The Roof." "Ahmel and The 
Nigh Visitors. II "Anne, II and others. He is 
also proficient in the saxophone and flute . 
Larry has a bachelor of science degree in 
music education. 
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