
Greek-Turkish Tensions and U.S. Options 
I By SENATOR ALFONSE M D 'AMA TO [R-NY} I 

President Bill Clinton stated in a December 7 New York Times 
interview, and again during his year-end press conference, that 
resolving differences between Greece and Turkey and achiev
ing a solution of the Cyprus issue would be among his adminis
tration ' s top foreign policy priorities over the next several years . 

Tense bilateral relations between these two heavily armed 
NATO allies directly affect U.S. strategic interests in the Bal
kans, the Black Sea and Caucasus regions, Central Asia, the east
ern Mediterranean and the Middle East. Together, Greece and 
Turkey are essential to the collective defense of NATO's south
eastern European flank, the protection of air and sea lanes in the 
eastern Mediterranean region, and the promotion of vital U.S. 
interests at the crossroads of three continents. 

Against a backdrop of increasing tensions between Athens 
and Ankara, the threat of war over Cyprus, and the European 
Union's rejection of Turkey for membership, the President's 
December 19 meeting with Turkish Prime Minister Mesut Yil
maz presents a host of opporturities for needed progress in the 
area. 

The secular leadership of Turkey, a predominantly Muslim 
country, relies on the military to keep a lid on constitutional 
liberties deemed threatening to the state. The economy remains 
in serious distress, burdened by 100% inflation, runaway public 
debt and rampant corruption that fuels the growing Islamic fun-
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damentalist movement and other significant domestic rifts. 
Nonetheless, Turkey 's geostrategic position in a critical re

gion, where Washington and Ankara have a shared interest in 
containing adversarial regimes, bolstering Israeli security and 
preventing the re-emergence of a powerful Iraqi military, ele
vates Ankara's prominence in the eyes of foreign policy ana
lysts. The geopolitical and economic primacy of Greece among 
Balkan nations establishes it as their main partner in promoting 
peace and ~ooperation in the area, whose importance is clearly 
demonstrated by the presence of 35,000 NATO troops helping 
keep peace in Bosnia. 

As vital sea lanes in Greek and international waters of the 
Aegean Sea provide routes for shipments of vast Caspian Sea 
oil reserves to global markets, Greece 's robust naval forces and 
preeminent maritime fleet will assume great importance in the 
years ahead. Recently, Athens revamped its role within NATO's 
regional command structure to project Western power more ef
fectively in the eastern Mediterranean Sea. 

However, US. efforts to stabilize the region have been frus
trated by Turkey's misguided policy of provocation against 
Greece and its 23-year military occupation and colonization of 
nearly 40% of the Republic of Cyprus, aggravating both NATO 
and European Union planning and operations. Turkey 's evident 
desire to redraw borders with Greece has led to Ankara's force-
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ful challenges of Greek sovereignty in the air, at sea, and, dur
ing the January 1996 Imia crisis, on land. 

Greece is committed to defending Cyprus in the event of 
Turkish aggression, such as air strikes against an air-defense 
system scheduled for delivery to Cyprus in mid-1998. Such 
strikes might prompt a Greek military response, potentially trig
gering a regional conflagration and an acute NATO crisis . 

The White House would have to consider high-level inter
vention in mediating the crisis and might eventually be com
pelled to dispatch US. forces to disengage Turkey and Greece, a 
mission far more perilous than peacekeeping in Bosnia. In this 
light, Clinton's emphasis on defusing Greek-Turkish tensions is 
both prudent and imperative. 

The mutual trust required to improve area relations can be 
generated by substantive progress in resolving the Cyprus prob
lem. Richard Holbrooke, President Clinton's envoy to Cyprus, 
is reportedly preparing an aggressive diplomatic agenda to com
mence after February 1998 elections in Nicosia. The European 
Union has officially welcomed Cyprus in the next round of ex
parnsion, offering the best prospect in decades for Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots to share security, economic prosperity and the 
defense of civil rights. 

Cyprus may come under consideration for future NATO 
membership, which would advance security in the country and 
project the alliance's military power to the shores of the Middle 
East. 

Turkey should withdraw its occupation forces from Cyprus 
and work with the Cypriot government to demilitarize the entire 
republic. U.N. peacekeepers in Cyprus could he replaced with a 
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multi-national NATO force . Without the financial moral and 
legal burden of occupying Cyprus, Turkey's prospects for mem
bership in the European Union, which continues to reject Anka
ra's candidacy because of substandard economic conditions, 
human rights violations and aggression towards Cyprus and 
Greece, would improve significantly. 

Greece and Turkey must develop their relations in accordance 
with international law and treaties that guide the conduct of na
tions. With considerable State Department support, they pledged 
to do so at the July 1997 NATO summit in Madrid. However, 
Turkey soon resumed its pattern of provocations, especially its 
violations of Greek airspace. 

President Clinton should urge Prime Minister Yilmaz to re
frain from further threats of war in the eastern Mediterranean 
and encourage him to refer any Turkish territorial claims against 
Greece to the International Court of Justice. Greece has already 
stated its willingness to refer the issue to the world court upon 
Turkey's agreement to do so. 

The President can also persuade the Turkish premier to en
hance cooperation with Greece in trade, tourism and the envi
ronment as an effective way to improve Greek-Turkish relations. 
Turkey and Greece should establish an energy partnership un
der which multiple oil pipelines connect Central, Asian and Cau
casus reserves to vital international shipping lanes in the Medi
terranean and Aegean Seas. 

Potentially, a separate pipeline system from Turkey to Grecce, 
as the starting point for transporting natural gas to other Europe
an destinations, can produce both sizable profits for the two al
lies and greater interdependence between them. Resolution of 
issues causing tensions between Greece and Turkey will allow 
Ankara to focus on desperately needed economic and political 
reform, as well as on genuine security needs along its southeast
ern borders. It will allow Greek Prime Minister Costas Simitis 
to pursue Athens' economic modernization program more ef
fectively and advance the overall development of Balkan neigh
bors to the north. 

Greek-Turkish relations should be one of the administration's 
top foreign policy priorities. In working to defuse tensions be
tween Greece and Turkey, the White House can lay the corner
stone for lasting peace, security and prosperity for two impor
tant allies. 

(Senator D 'Amato is Chairman of the Commission on Secu
rity and Cooperation in Europe.) 
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IS HISTORY DEAD? 
I By P.D. SPYROPOULOS 

"History is a dead science, so is archeology ... Macedonia is a 
present fact, as is its culture. Where it came from, who, what, 
from where .... are questions too overly discussed for issues that 
have nothing to do with the present." 

The above statement was posted on an Internet news group 
and is representative of the public opinion that resulted in the 
widespread recognition of the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia's (FYROM) choice of name as "Macedonia", and 
the concomitant perception that Greece's objections were irra
tional or anachronistic (See e.g. "Greece's Defense Seems Just 
Silly", Time, Strobe Talbott 10112/92). 

Is History dead? Perhaps it is. Perhaps we've killed it. Is His
tory necessary? As necessary as our own personal memories are 
to our understanding of and ability to function in the present and 
plan for the future. How could one venture out into the cold ifhe 
forgot where he put his jacket minutes earlier. How could an 
individual drive a car if she did not remember how? How could 
she function as a doctor if she could not retain - in a systemat-

Mr. Spyropoulos is an attorney and Director of the American 
Hellenic Media Project. a not-for-profit think-tank created to 
address anti-Hellenic bias in our nation's press, media and ac
ademia (www.hrLorg/ahmp ahmp@hrLorg) 
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ic, organized fashion - over a decade of learning, methodolo
gies of scientific thought, and professional mores? How could a 
person become a pioneer or leader in a religious, political or 
other endeavor without the continuum of lifetime memories, con
victions, motives and powerful drives that constitute the knowl
edge of self necessary for such an achievement? By marginaliz
ing the pursuit of History in our modem society, we are impos
ing an Alzheimeresque condition upon ourselves that will have 
results as devastating as the disease has upon its individual vic
tims. 

History is the temporal context within which we collectively 
understand the present. If cognitive psychology, philosophy and 
other disciplines laboring to study the construction, use and im
port of human meaning have learned anything, it is that mean
ing can only exist because a context exists from which to under
stand it. It is our collective memory of the past that constitutes 
one of man's greatest advantages over other animals, the ability 
to retain and pass information on many levels from one genera
tion to the next. As that memory is destroyed, or transformed 
into one that ceases to approximate the reality and experiences 
that gave rise to it, one of man 's greatest capabilities is taken 
from him. 

As you move from the individual to larger groups - the 
clan, the religious group, the nation, the race etc. - the more 
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prominent History figures into the calculus of collective memory 
behind all efforts, whether in politics, art, science or other en
deavors. There have been no constructs of context which have 
successfully replaced History in this regard. Orwellian totalitari
anism, for example as practiced by the Soviet Union and now by 
China, has handicapped societies in their ability to move forward 
by prohibiting any genuine attempts at understanding History. The 
artificial ideologies imposed upon their view of the world scarce
ly resembled its realities and has greatly inhibited their progress. 
Of course, Europeans, Americans, Greeks or any other group is 
not exempt from forgetting or distorting history. Yet a direct rela
tionship exists: the greater the distortion or loss of historical mem
ory, the greater the deleterious effects on the society. 

We must look to the past to understand the present. The con
text the present can provide itself would produce an extremely 
thin depth of differentiation. Whereas the temporal depth of the 
past can provide a far richer and multifaceted understanding of 
the present. To borrow from Abbott's 19th Century sci-fi novel, 
Flatland, it would mean the difference between seeing the present 
in three rather than in two dimensions. That is why the study of 
History, not only in seeking out its objective facts but in under
standing the methodology of its construction, is arguably among 
the most important endeavors we can engage in to understand the 
present and to direct our future. 

One of the things that is frightfully wrong with our American 
culture is its lack of interest in and respect for a genuine under
standing of the past. In this environment, false historical revision
ism - from Holocaust denial, FYROM's construction of an illu
sory past and its export abroad, Martin Bernal's Black Athena 
farce and other afrocentrist teachings, and Turkey'S multi-mil
lion-dollar revisionist campaign denying the Armenian Genocide 
and alternatively erasing or appropriating Asia Minor's Hellenic 
historical foundations - has flourished. And in the long run it 
will hurt and damage us all very deeply, including those groups 
and interests who perceive that they have something to gain from 
such falsification in the short run . 

The falsification of History to suit a group's agenda, or its 
unintentional distortion resulting from imperfections in the lens 
of the individual or group examining it, is as old as history itself. 
But should we then chuck history out altogether, in effect throw
ing out the baby with the bathwater, or should we strive to perfect 
our understanding of it? Should we replace History'S depth of 

vision with false constructs in furtherance of a particular cause or 
agenda, in effect sporting cereal box 3D glasses to enhance a two
dimensional landscape? It should never become a trite cliche to 
remind ourselves that the better we can understand where we've 
been, the better we can understand where we are today, and the 
clearer our vision will be for where we want to be tomorrow. 
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WHAT'S GOING ON HERE 
AND WHAT DO WE DO ABOUT THIS? 

Address to the Orthodox Christian Laity Forum on 
"The Greek Orthodox Church and the 21st Century" 

in Oakland, California, December 13, 1997. 

I have been asked to give you an over
view of the events of the past four years. 
But before I can do that, I have to give 
you a little background: 

The secret of Orthodoxy's success 
through the ages is that it has followed 
the Holy Spirit that God sent down on 
Pentacost and has adapted itself to each 
culture. While all canonical Orthodox 
Churches are identical in faith, each cul
ture has its own unique Orthodox Church. 
That's the secret- identical in faith, 
unique in culture. 

This principle holds true in the Church 
structure and governance in America. In 
faith, we are a hierarchical Church, and 
Christ is the Head of the Church. In struc
ture and governance, we have a unique-

Mr. Stephen P. Angelides is an administra
tive County Court Judge in California and 
past Parish Council President of Ascension 
in Oakland. CA and reporter for Voithia. 
Voithia is an independent news and educa
tion publication of the recently formed OCAF. 
Orthodox Christian Assistance Foundation. 
Inc .. a non-profit charitable corporation, 
founded by Mr. Harry Coin. of Newton, 
Mass .. who is a Parish Council member and 
co-founder is Dr. George Stevens. a Trustee 
of the Orthodox Christian Mission Center in 
Florida. Other speakers at the December 
OCL conference were George Matsoukas. 
OCL President; Dr. John Collis , 
Archdiocesan Council Member. Trustee of 
Hellenic College/Holy Cross Theological 
Seminary, and Leadership 100 Member; and 
Andrew Kartalis. Past Parish Council Presi
dent. grass-roots activist, and leader of the 
first regional open forum in Cleveland As we 
have repeatedly stated. opinions expressed by 
contributing writers, do not necessarily re
flect those of the publisher of this magazine. 
Oposing views are welcomed 
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I By STEPHEN P. ANGELIDES I 
ly American model which combines our 
hierarchical faith with the democratic 
principles and values which are an inher
ent part of our American culture. 

Our American model of Church struc
ture and governance was developed 
through the grace of the Holy Spirit work
ing through the Church in America in 
bilateral cooperation with the Ecumeni
cal Patriarchate in Constantinople. 
Through the Grace of God, that structure 
and governance was formalized in a writ
ten document which is both a Holy doc
ument and a legal document. It is called 
the Charter of the Greek Orthodox Arch
diocese of North and South America. 

In its history, the Archdiocese has had 
four charters. Our current charter was 
signed in 1977. One of the signatories 
was Patriarch Bartholomew, who at the 
time was Metropolitan of Chalcedon. 

The argument has been made that the 
Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch
ate has the discretion to override the 
Charter as to canonical and ecclesiasti
cal matters involving the Archdiocese. 

However, the Charter explicitly provides 
to the contrary. It limits the decisions of 
the Holy Synod as to canonical and ec
clesiastical matters involving the Arch
diocese only to those not provided in the 
Holy canons, the Charter, and the Regu
lations of the Archdiocese. 

That leaves a limited sphere, under the 
Charter itself, under which the Holy Syn
od has the power to make canonical and 
ecclesiastical decisions . That's in writ
ing. That's in the Preamble to the Char
ter, Article 1. If you have your Charters, 
you can take them out and look at them . 

Revising the Charter 
only bilaterally 

The Charter also provides that it may 
be revised only bilaterally, with the 
agreement of both parties- that's in the 
last Article, at the very end, in the sec
tion on Revision- upon the request of the 
Archdiocesan Clergy-Laity Congress, 
and the approval and ratification of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

Now, with this background in mind, 
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we can discuss the events of the past four 
years. 

There exists an international organi
zation called the Interorthodox Prepara
tory Commission. It has been preparing 
for the Great Holy Ecumenical Council
the next Council-the one that's always 
going to happen in the future-the one you 
keep hearing about-it's been preparing 
for that for many years. Most of us have 
never heard of this organization because 
we are an eparchia of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, so our only representation 
is through the Patriarchate. 

In November, 1993, that Commission 
adopted a process for a Church to follow 
to become autocephalous. 

In July, 1994, Patriarch Bartholomew 
sent then Metropolitan ofItaly, Spyridon, 
as his personal representative to the 
Clergy-Laity Congress in Chicago. Some 
of you were there. I was not there, but 
from talking to those representatives of 
our parish who went, I was told the Met
ropolitan of Italy gave an inspiring 
speech, based upon the Preparatory Com
mission's process, calling for movement 
toward Orthodox unity in America. 

Archbishop lakovos, as head ofSCO
BA, the Standing Conference of Canon
ical Orthodox Bishops in America, took 
the idea of Orthodox unity in America 
and ran with it. In November 1994, he 
convened the SCOBA bishops at Ligo
nier, Pennsylvania. The outcome of that 
meeting was a unanimous declaration 

---..J 

calling for progress toward administra
tive unity of the Orthodox jurisdictions 
in America. 

The Ecumenical Patriarchate prompt
ly rejected SCOBA's actions, as over
stepping its bounds. In May, 1995, SCO
BA met and apologized, but still unani
mously expressed support for the unity 
of Orthodox in America. 

A few months later, while Archbish
op lakovos was in Greece, the Ecumeni
cal Patriarchate announced his resigna
tion, to the shock and dismay of the 
world. Archbishop lakovos tried to re
scind his resignation, but the Patriarch
ate would not allow it. 

So the Patriarchate sent the Exarchia, 
which consisted of Archbishop Stylianos 
of Australia, and two Metropolitans, to 
take over the Archdiocese. When the 
Exarchia arrived in New York, they met 
with Archbishop lakovos, who once 
again agreed to resign, effective in July, 
1996, right after the Clergy-Laity Con
gress. 

So at that point the Exarchia' s mis
sion was converted from a takeover to a 
fact-finding tour of America. One of their 
stops was right here in Oakland, while I 
was President of the Parish Council. We 
gave them a very warm reception. We 
held a vesper service, and a dinner in their 
honor, which was followed by a lively 
question and answer session, which some 
of you attended. 

One of the main concerns, of course, 
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was the selection of the new Archbish
op. Everywhere they went, the Exarchia 
heard we wanted an Archbishop who 
knew America, and who had served the 
Church in America. At the time, there 
were also rumors that the Patriarchate 
was planning to break up the Archdio
cese into Metropolitanates, and people 
expressed their concerns about that issue. 

Visit to Patriarchate 
Before the Archbishop was appoint

ed, the Executive Committee of the Arch
diocesan Council visited the Patriarch
ate. John Collis, whose speech you will 
hear this morning, was there. They asked 
for two things. First, they asked the Pa
triarch to send us an experienced person 
as Archbishop. Second, they asked him, 
do not break up the Archdiocese. 

As you know by now, the Patriarch 
did not grant either of our requests. In
stead of an experienced person who knew 
America and had served the Church in 
America, he sent us Archbishop Spyri
don, who has not lived in America since 
he graduated from high school, and 
whose experience was in the relatively 
small Metropolitanate of Italy. His chief 
qualification to be Archbishop, as ex
pressed by both Archbishop Spyridon 
and Patriarch Bartholomew, was his blind 
loyalty to the Patriarchate. 

So although we did not get what we 
asked for, we gave Archbishop Spyridon 
a chance. In fact, we gave him many 
chances. 

At the same time Archbishop Spyri
don was appointed, the Patriarchate uni
laterally dismembered the Archdiocese, 
breaking off Canada, Central America, 
and South America into separate Metro
politanates, reporting directly to the Pa
triarchate, and not to the Archbishop. 
This unilateral dismembering of the 

Archdiocese is a direct violation of the 
Charter. Once again, we didn't get what 
we asked for, we didn't get what was 
promised us, but we decided to give it a 
try. 

In April, 1997, Spyridon appointed 
130 members to the Archdiocesan Coun
cil, although the Special Regulations limit 
him to 31. He packed the council. And 
after he packed the Council, he had the 
illegal council vote to legalize itself, 
which was also illegal. Since then, sev-
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eral Archdiocesan Council members 
have resigned, and others are threaten
ing to do so, in protest against Archbish
op Spyridon's actions. 

In May, 1997, the Archdiocese ap
pointed a legal committee to help with 
the "many challenges ahead." At that 
time, many of us didn't know what that 
meant. We couldn't figure out what 
"challenges" were ahead. But it did not 
take long to find out. 

In June, 1997, the Archdiocese report
ed that it was seeking the "reversion" of 
the Orthodox Christian Mission Center 
(OCMC), the very successful SCOBA 
project in Florida, which sends mission
aries around the country and around the 
world. Spyridon instructed the Greek 
Orthodox trustees to dismantle it, but 
many of them, along with the trustees 
from the other Orthodox jurisdictions, 
refused to follow those orders. They rec
ognized the need for a united Orthodox 
witness in America for mission work to 
succeed, and thank God, the Mission 
Center remains in existence. 

Meanwhile, SCOBA itself was dys
functional, because Spyridon insisted he 
was entitled to be Chairman without an 
election, by extension of the Patriarch
ate's "first among equals" status, while 
the other jurisdictions were willing to 
elect him Chairman, but would not ac
cept his Chairmanship without an elec
tion. The stalemate was resolved during 
Patriarch Bartholomew's visit by a com
promise under which the SCOBA bish
ops voted to "acclaim" Spyridon chair, 
but the institution remains dysfunction
al. 

Archbishop Spyridon also unilateral
ly and abruptly closed St. Basil's Acade
my and converted it into an uncredited 
teachers' college, which has few, if any, 
students. He did this without consulting 
the trustees. To justify his actions, he 
published pictures in the Orthodox Ob
server which showed him standing in 
some abandoned buildings, to try to por
tray the entire facility as unsuitable for 
children. These actions angered members 
of the Philoptochos, which owns the 
property. When they met with Archbish
op Spyridon and expressed their outrage, 
he said, in effect, "I don't care who owns 
St. Basil's, I am the Archbishop and will 
do what I think best." 
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In July, a firestorm exploded at the 
Seminary in Boston. You will hear the 
full story of that in John Collis' speech . 

Protests from Clergy and Laity 
Throughout the summer, there was a 

loud and growing protest against Arch
bishop Spyridon's unilateral actions, 
from clergy and laity alike. In response, 
Archbishop Spyridon personally threat
ened the courageous clergymen who 
were speaking out against his abuses. 

Our priest, Fr. Tom Paris, was ordered 
to the Archdiocese to meet with Arch
bishop Spyridon, and we only found out 
afterwards that if it had not been for the 
outpouring of support for him across the 
country, he would have been suspended 

for one year, for doing nothing except 
writing letters expressing his opinion. 

But those personal threats against cler
gy did not stop the protest. So in Sep
tember, Archbishop Spyridon personal
ly traveled across the country to threaten 
and intimidate the clergy. Now you've 
read in the Orthodox Observer that the 
purpose of the trip was to prepare for the 
Ecumenical Patriarch's visit. Well, peo
ple [ talked to who attended those meet
ings told me that the purpose was one 
hundred percent intimidation. "Begin
ning from now forward," he said, "any 
priest that sends Faxes or encyclicals will 
be severely punished." During the same 
visit, he also personally met with our 
Parish Council President and threatened 
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him. 
George Matsoukas received an intim

idating call from Father Alexander Kar
loutsos, the Archdiocesan Press Vicar, 
after he expressed his opinion to a report
er from the Washington Times. Andy 
Karialis and John Collis received intimi
dating letters after the OCL announced 
that they were invited to speak at this fo
rum today. The list goes on and on. 

I view this whole series of events as a 
pattern of abuse against the Church in 
America. Archbishop Spyridon is desta
bilizing the Church in America. This is 
obvious. 

This summer, Voithia, the Hellenic 
Journal, and others, published an article 
by Dr. Kopan in which he warned of a 
secretly drafted Archdiocesan Charter 
which proposed that the Archdiocese in 
the United States would be broken up, 
and the role of the laity in Church gover
nance would be reduced to advisory. A 
formal bilateral process, involving cler
gy and laity, had been started to draft a 
new charter. That process never got un
derway. Instead, a proposed Charter was 
drafted by hierarchs, without any lay in
volvement. The Archdiocese, in a press 
release and in an official statement by the 
Archbishop at an Archdiocesan Council 
meeting, denied it. In September, the 
press published excerpts from the secretly 
drafted new Charter. After that, the Arch
diocese was forced to admit its existence-

6'/\./\HN/KH 
raNIA 

We were lied to. 

Slap in the face to the Bishops 
Just a couple of weeks ago, just a few 

days after Patriarch Bartholomew left the 
US, the Patriarchate itself committed an
other act of destabilization against the
Church in America, by implementing 
phase one of the new charter. They gave 
our Bishops fancy titles, but at the same 
time they took them away from their di
ocese. They took them away from us. 

This was a slap in the face to our 
American Bishops, and a slap in the face 
to the Church in America. The Bishops 
had asked to be Metropolitans, but they 
wanted to be Metropolitans of their dio
cese, not, as George Matsoukas puts it, 
Metropolitans of "dead sees." Metropol
itan Anthony, for example, is not Metro
politan of San Francisco, he is the Met
ropolitan of Dardanellion. It ' s a nonex
istent (it no longer exists) ancient see in 
Asia Minor. 

Now as far as I'm concerned, he 's not 
the Patriarch's Bishop, he's my Bishop. 
The entire basis of a bishop's canonical 
authority is that his flock belongs to him. 
I love Bishop Anthony. I want him to be 
Anthony of San Francisco, not Anthony 
of Darn an ell ion. And canonically, I need, 
and I am entitled to, my own bishop. 

Eliminating the role of the Laity 
Recently, we are seeing the signs that 

EAAHNIKA PA~IO<l>nNIKA npOrPAMMATA 
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the implementation of phase two of the 
secret charter, the elimination of the role 
of the laity in Church governance, is un
der way. In two Churches on different 
ends of the country, priests have public
ly proposed doing away with Parish 
Councils and having the laity work 
through committees appointed by the 
priest. 

I have one of those right here, it's in 
writing. It's entitled, "St. Paul's Greek 
Orthodox Church," from Savannah, 
Georgia, "Five Year Plan," "Fr. Nicho
las J. Capilos." There are several tradi
tional items which would be in any five 
year plan- a parish library, a food pan
try, the festival, stewardship, a weekly 
radio ministry, retreats, quarterly publi
cation. 

But then we get down to point seven. 
"Dissolve the Parish Council," it's right 
here in writing. "And have committees 
designated that handle the business of the 
Parish." "There would be no officers, and 
the priest would coordinate and be an
swerable to the Bishop." 

The same suggestion was made in 
Long Beach, by Fr. A vramis, Fr. Tho
mas A vramis, the Interim Priest in Long 
Beach. If you don't believe me, talk to 
George Andrews, he was there. He heard 
it. 

You're going to hear from Andy Kar
talis in detail about a thirty page mani
festo that has been put out by Bishop
Metropolitan-Isaiah of the Denver Dio
cese, along these lines. 

Autocratic abuse of our Church 
What's going on here? For one thing, 

we have a pattern of autocratic abuse of 
the Church in America. We have a con
certed effort to take control of this 
Church, which our ancestors built from 
the bottom up, from the top down. We 
have a clash of cultures. We have some 
serious canonical and legal issues. But 
most of all, we have a breach of trust, a 
breach ofthe unity of the Church, which 
is not being caused by those of us who 
report these actions, but rather by those 
who are carrying them out. 

In America, we don't like being lied 
to. In America, when two parties sign a 
legal document, that means something. 
When one party unilaterally violates it, 
that's wrong. In America, when one per-
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son expresses his opinion, that's freedom 
of speech, When another person threat
ens and intimidates him to try to stop him, 
that's wrong. In America, when one par
ty builds something, and another tries to 
take it over, that's wrong. In America, 
our culture is built around democracy and 
public participation. Autocratic control 
of the Church in America from the top 
down will not work. It's inconsistent with 
American culture. It ' s a big mistake. Our 
children will not tolerate it. We will not 
tolerate it. It will kill us. It will kill this 
Church. 

So what do we do about this? That's 
why we're here today. We're the people 
of God, and it 's our job to let the Holy 
Spirit work through us to solve this prob
lem. The final authority in matters of 
Church governance here on earth is the 
Holy Spirit, working through the people 
of God. I pray that in today's delibera
tions we will allow the Holy Spirit to fill 
us and reveal to us the answers to that 
question, what do we do. What do we do 
about this, Lord? Please, show us the 
way. 

In conclusion, I am going to share with 
you a few thoughts I have on this issue, 
which have been guiding me in my work 
the past five months. My first rule is, you 
speak up. You bring the abuse to light. 
That's the first thing we teach our chil
dren. If somebody is abusing you, tell 
someone you trust about it right away. 
That's why I'm telling you. I trust you. 
Keeping quiet is the worst thing you can 
do. A classic part of the abuse pattern is 
the abuser telling the victim, "it's your 
fault, and it you tell anybody I did this to 
you, I'm gonna hurt you worse." Speak
ing up is very painful, but it's the first 
step necessary to break the pattern of 

abuse. 
When we accuse our hierarchs of 

wrongdoing, as we are doing today, our 
scriptures require us to do so collective
ly, and publicly. 1 Timothy, chapter 5, 
reads as follows. 

"Do not entertain an accusation 
against an elder unless it is brought by 
two or three witnesses. Those who sin are 
to be rebuked publicly, so that others may 
take warning. I charge you. in the sight 
of God and Christ Jesus and the elect 
angels, to keep these instructions with
out partiality, and to do nothing out of 
favoritism. " 

The next thing you do is realize that 
the abuser has almost always been a vic
tim of abuse himself The Ecumenical Pa
triarchate is in that situation. It has been 
abused for over 500 years. Right now our 
Ecumenical Patriarchate is in a desper
ate situation. And unfortunately, people 
in desperate situations can do desperate 
things. It's tragic, but it's true. 

A challenge to our Church 
Through Patriarch Bartholomew, God 

has issued a challenge to the Church in 
America. He says we are not mature 

enough as Orthodox Christians to gov
ern ourselves. Our response to this chal
lenge as an American Church will deter
mine the answer to that question. If we 
respond properly, out of Christian love, 
we will prove that we are mature enough, 
and we will get to keep our Church. If 
not, we will prove that Patriarch Bartho
lomew is right, and we will lose it. We 
must find a way to stop the abuse, while 
at the same time loving the person who 
is acting out the abuse pattern. We must 
love our hierarchs, even as they are abus
ing us, as Christ loved us. He gave his 
life for us, even as we crucified Him. We 
have to do the same thing. 

Archbishop Spyridon is not an evil 
man. He is a brother in Christ, and he is 
in pain, You can see it in his face. You 
can see it in his eyes. I believe it is more 
painful for him to be abusing us than it is 
for us to be abused. 

Patriarch Bartholomew is not an un
compassionate man. I believe it is more 
painful for him to see what's happening 
to the Church in America-to see what 
he's permitting to happen to the Church 
in America-than it is for us to be going 
through it. We have to keep this in mind. 
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The Greeks and the Sea 
By E.N. GENOVESE 

Professor of Classics and Humanities 
San Diego State University 

A BOUT 4,000 YEARS AGO, in that area known today 
as the Balkans, there was very little that could be called 

civilization. There was, even less than today, no political unity. 
People lived in small agrarian enclaves, spoke languages of which 
no trace remains, worshiped gods whose names have long been 
lost. To the east, across an azure, island studded sea, sprawled a 
vast world. For hundreds of years it had drawn its complex and 
mighty civilization from Mesopotamia, which in recent times 
has once again reclaimed notoriety for its bloody and 
less-than-civilized behavior. 

To the south lay the ancient greatness of Egypt, but inter
posed was a huge, oblong island. The Egyptians called the peo
ple of that sandal-shaped island the Keftiu. We call the island 
Crete, and since the tum of this century we have named the is
landers Minoans, after Minos, their legendary king: Minos, who 
once imprisoned the Greek inventor Daedalus to keep him from 
revealing the secret of the deadly labyrinth. 

We do not know who the Minoans were, or where they came 
from, but we do have impressive remains that date to the 
mid-second millennium B.c., and we do have other archaeolog
ical indications that their civilization was born not too long after 
the Egyptians' on the Nile and the Sumerians' on the Euphrates. 
The language of these Minoans is unknown, but it may be sealed 
behind the pictographs of a script called Linear A. For nearly a 
century, scholars have been trying to decipher the writing to 
expose suspected connections with the coast- dwelling Semitic 
peoples of ancient Lebanon and Syria. 

Their hopes persist, however, because of what happened some 
40 years ago, when a young British architect who had served as 
a cryptographer in World War II cracked the code of another 
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script found in Crete. That script, called Linear B, proved to be 
a syllabary, that is, signs representing mostly consonants plus 
vowels, used to record not the language of the Minoans but a 
primitive form of the language of the people who would eventu
ally replace the Minoans as rulers of the bright eastern Mediter
ranean. We call these people Greeks. 

When those syllabic marks were scratched in oblong flat
tened slabs of clay, the Greeks had come a long way in time and 
place. They had been the nomads who entered the Balkans around 
2000 B.C. They were merely one finger of two great hands of 
migrating tribes that had begun to reach south and west from 
western Asia. Some ofthese immigrants would much later enter 
the Italian peninsula. Others would travel as far as the heaving 
gray Atlantic and beyond. But these people- who knows how 
many or for how long- sought out the ever more constricted plains 
and snaking valleys that gave them and their livestock access to 
a land of crowding mountains and shallow streams, oflingering 
sun and balmy breezes. Most amazing, it was a land of many 
lands: a land fractured and scattered by a vast body of water, so 
strange and vast that the language of these outlanders had no 
word for it. 

They had come from the Asian steppes: wind-swept, bound
less, grassy flatlands. The sky gods whom they brought with 
them used to spill down rain that swelled already massive Asian 
rivers and filled the lakes with water. But now at their feet rolled 
and tumbled frothy waters that neither could they drink nor could 
they travel around. They were obliged to follow southbound paths 
that would take them to natives who tilled the soil, worshiped 
goddesses of the earth, and traded with proud and wealthy, 
burnt-skinned people who came to them in vessels mysteriously 
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borne upon the dangerous, deadly waves. 
Some of the immigrants called the watery expanse after its 

taste- uAa~, salt; others squinted out upon the slick vastness 
and called it TCtAayo~, flat place, and they called those who lived 
at its shores Pelasgians; or they called the watery space pontos, 
pathway, because although a barrier to them, others traveled on 
it in great winged wagons. But as the Asian arrivals settled along 
the coasts and became assimilated to the indigenous cultures, 
and as their sky gods coupled with the native earth goddesses 
and brought forth new families-like the people themselves- they 
universally absorbed into their language the pre-Greek word 
whose whispering, tumbling syllables best suit this shifting, liq
uid thing that was the sea: 8uAacrcm. 

From those dark and distant days to these, EAAu~-Greece-and 
8uAacrcra-sea, have been synonymous. Not until the appearance 
of modem highways did the Greeks or the many peoples that 
conquered and usurped their rugged land favor travel overland. 
The tortuous routes that had to be followed through wild and 
xenophobic territory were better left to heroic types like Oedi
pus: Because he was a prince of Corinth, Oedipus could afford a 
chariot and trusted in his aristocratic youthful strength to deal 
with any danger, such as another princely traveler in a chariot, a 
fellow old enough to be his father and accompanied by a five-man 
retinue. No, for most travelers who were not young and rich, it 
was better to entrust oneself to a stinking, creaking, rolling, 
marvelous contraption- a seagoing vessel. One had merely to 
avoid the reefs and stay within sight of the uncertain, irregular 
shore. With the usually dependable Aegean breeze, one could 
sail day by day from island to island, as they bobbed up on the 
blue horizon. one bv one. like the Q"ieaminQ" corks of a fisher-
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man ' s net. 
But there were dangers at sea as well : More devious than the 

shoals that lay in wait for the stranger were the winds that could 
shift and the storms that could come up quickly, especially off 
points of land. One had to know the many hidden harbors in 
thousands of miles of coastline, and one had to watch for pirates 
whose many-oared vessels scurried toward their prey like hun
gry centipedes. A seafarer also yielded to discretion in the win
ter months, when the "blue-haired, earth- holding" (II. 20.144; 
13.43) sea god Poseidon was least hospitable, especially in the 
month named after him. Today, many a landlubber tourist out to 
take advantage of off-season rates has been treated to a rocking
ly nauseating passage from the Piraeus to Crete. One should 
always keep in mind that "nausea" derives from the Greek for 
"ship." 

In Aeschylus ' play Prometheus Bound, the protagonist, 
chained by Zeus on the crags of the Caucasus for his infamous 
theft of fire, defiantly and proudly recalls his great accomplish
ments for humanity: "They had no knowledge of houses built of 
bricks ... they lived beneath the ground like swarming ants in 
sunless caves ... until I taught to them the rise and fall of stars ... 
numbers ... and letters .... [ first subjected beasts to yoke and 
saddle .. .. And I, and no one else but 1, invented the sailors' 
sea-roaming chariots with wings of flax" (450-58). 

Aeschylus' younger colleague Sophocles points out that 
among the accomplishments that make human beings the most 
wondrous of all the world's wonders is our ability to sail: "This 
thing, man, moves over the sea gray with the wintry south wind, 
making his way through swells that bellow about him" (Anti
gone 333-35). Indeed the Greeks were proud of their expertise 
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The brigantine (goletobriko) 00200dohos Piyi" of Kastellorizo, from a 
painting of the latter half of the nineteenth century. 

as mariners, and they filled their literature with the sea. It is their 
greatest image, the eternal symbol oflife and death, of oneness 
and dispersion, of victory and defeat. 

The records of the ancient Near Eastern Hittites mention a 
seafaring people known as the Akhkhiyawa, one of whose rul
ers was known as Atarshiyash. It seems that these people had a 
stronghold on the large island of Rhodes off the southwest coast 
of the Hittite kingdom. These records date to the 14th and 13th 
centuries B.c. Is it more than a coincidence that toward the end 
of the 13th century the most strategically important city in the 
northeast Aegean was destroyed by fire? that some five centu
ries later, among the Greeks dwelling on the west coast of Asia 
Minor, there emerged an epic poem about Greeks called 
AXaipOl? that two kings whose father was named Atreus, led 
these Akhaiwoi to victory against a magnificent, walled north 
Aegean city called Ilion? 

Even if the Akhaiwoi (we say Achaeans) of Homer's Iliad, 
who were led by Atreus' sons Agamemnon and Menelaus, are 
not the people ii the Hittite records, the Greeks embraced a tra
dition of sea raids and coastal alliances. They treasured the saga 
of a city that for centuries stood guard over the straits that led to 

ety~tatlP at aGt 
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the mysterious Black Sea, and they consid
ered that sea worth a perilous voyage be
cause into it rivers gushed with gold. We 
call those preclassical Greeks Mycenaeans 
because Mycenae in the eastern 
Peloponnese was reputedly Agamemnon's 
city. The ruins of the hilltop citadel of 
Mycenae are stunning even today, with 
massive boulder walls and famous Lion 
Gate. But more alluring to the romantic 
traveler are the smooth and angular walls 
of Ilion, also called Troy. Both ruins pro
vide an archaeological analogue to Hom
er's poetry, which is itself a monument to 
the incomparable importance of the sea to 
Greek culture and civilization. 

Although the Iliad is not per se about 
- seafaring, its background and context are 

of the sea. The Trojan prince Paris has sailed across the Aegean 
to visit Menelaus in Sparta. There he kidnaps or, shall we say, 

persuades Menelaus' child bride, the fairest of all mortal wom

en, to accompany him on the sail back to Troy. The Greeks gather 
a thousand or so ships on their east coast and make their way to 
Troy. (You may count the ships and call the officers' roll in 
book 2 of the Iliad.) 

When the Iliad begins, the Greeks (Achaeans) have been biv
ouacked on the seaside plain of Troy. For nine years they have 
been laying siege to the city, fighting battles before the walls, 
and conducting raids on neighboring islands and towns. In one 
of those raids Agamemnon has laid claim to an innocent maid, 
but now her father, who happens to be a priest of Apollo, tear
fully prays to his god for his daughter's return. Homer tells us 
that the disconsolate old man "walked in silence along the shore 
of the much splashing sea" Wi] 0' aKEcov napa ei]va 
n:OAU<PAOicr~oto eaAacrcrT]<;, 1.34). Heeding his priest's request, 
Apollo strikes the Greeks with plague-not unexpected when 
thousands of men are encamped. Achilles, their greatest war
rior, forces Agamemnon to release the girl. 

Odysseus (the same fellow whose name the Romans later 
slurred into Ulysses) was chosen to conduct the girl back to her 
father's island. Here towards the end of book I of the Iliad. we 
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find the first narration of sailing in the history of Western civili
zation. It occurs as Odysseus and his men reach the island with 
the girl. Homer tells us how they arrive: "When they had now 
entered the very deep harbor, they furled the sail and stowed it 
in the black ship, and they un stepped the mast by the forestays 
and laid it smartly in the crutch, then they rowed with oars to the 
anchorage. Next they cast out the mooring stones and made fast 
the stem lines, and they went forth themselves on the shore of 
the sea" (432-37). 

After they have duly sacrificed to Apollo, they spend the night 
camping by the stem lines of their ship. Then next day, Homer 
continues, "just as soon as early-born, rosy-fingered Dawn had 
shone, they then shoved off for the Achaeans ' wide camp. And 
Apollo who works at a distance sent them a following breeze, 
and they stepped the mast and unfurled the white sail. And the 
wind filled out the midst of the sail, and the purple wave gave a 
great shout at the stem of the ship as she went, and she sped 
down and through the wave, making her way. And when they 
had come to the Achaeans' wide camp, they drew the black ship 
up on the shore, high on the sand, and lined up the long props 
beneath, and they themselves scattered among their huts and the 
ships" (477-87). 

Homer reprises these passages in the Odyssey, when Odys
seus' son Telemachus sets out for some word about his father, 
missing these 20 years: "So they brought and stowed everything 
in the well-benched ship, as the dear son of Odysseus command
ed. Then on board ship stepped Telemachus, and Athena went 
before him and sat down in the stem of the ship, and near her sat 
Telemachus. Meanwhile the men let go the stem lines and them
selves climbed on board and sat down on the benches. And 
gray-eyed Athena sent them a following breeze, a gusty West 
Wind, shouting upon the wine-faced sea-£rct otvorca rcovTOu 
(5.414-21). You may recognize oivorcot rcOVTOV by the more 
familiar translation, "wine-dark sea." It ' s virtually impossible 
to convey the meaning of this phrase because Homer may be 
alluding to the depths of the sea, dark like purplish wine, or the 
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frothy waves, or the thick texture of its surface, or its pungent 
aroma. I think it is all of these, and perhaps more. 

The Greeks' affection for the sea overcame their fear. They 
realized that nature and the gods will always make demands, 
and that sometimes the payment will be death, but they would 
rather take their chances with the mighty giant. Over the centu
ries they learned to live near, with, and upon the sea, and al
though Homer calls it "unharvested" (II. 1.316), it did bring a 
bounty of food: the fish that was to be a Greek staple next to 
bread, olive oil, and wine. 

From Homer we get a very good idea of ancient Greek ships 
and sailing. The ships were described as black hulled because 
they were sealed with pitch for watertightness and to deter worms 
like the teredo, a name that comes from Greek 'l'£P1l8ci:Jv, borer. 
Odysseus' shipwrights might well have drawn their pitch from 
the tar-oozing pool in Zacynthus, the island 30 mi. south ofOd
ysseus' own island of Ithaca (Herodotus 4.195). These black 
ships were shallow-draft, virtually keelless vessels, able to be 
hauled out on shore stefii first and propped level with long poles 
at either side. They were anchored to the shore by stefii hawsers 
secured to rocks, which was less a precaution against the mini
mal Mediterranean tide than against a suddenly surging surf. 
One has only to look at the fishing dories that squat picturesque
ly along Greek beaches today. The single square-rigged, undyed, 
sun- bleached sail, which likely came from flax-producing Egypt, 
was hung on a single yard. It could drive the vessel with wind 
abeam or abaft the beam, but was too fragile to bear more than a 
moderate blow. The short fir tree mast was braced with stays 
and routinely raised and lowered in a shoe. 

From other passages in Homer and other authors, we learn 
also that ships were planked with pine, that they were "swift," 
"well balanced," "hollow," and "blue." 

The ships were carvel built, that is, with planking laid edge 
to edge, rather than overlapping as in Viking vessels. The tech
nique seems to be of eastern origin and persists today among 
Greek fishermen who build their own boats. Swiftness and good 
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and because the ships were "hollow," 
that is, open and undecked except the 
bow for equipment and aft for the 
helmsman's vantage and the captain's 
ease, the oarsmen-marines were ex
posed to the weather-more often sear
ing sun but biting rain as well. 

Odysseus' ship is sometimes de
scribed as blue. This likely refers to top
sides painted indigo, which was an ear
ly natural Mediterranean pigment. We 
might also expect a large eye to be paint
ed on the port and starboard bow as 
found in later vase paintings. This may 
revert to an Egyptian practice to honor 
the eye of Ra, the omnipotent, ubiqui
tous sun god. 

In the Odyssey, as Odysseus and his 
dozen ships make for Cape Malea at the 

.. southern tip of the Peloponnese Zeus "Polaris ", freighter in watercolor by Manolis Kulukoundls . . ' . 
sends a northerly storm. In the late summer cool prevaIlIng wmds 

balance, that is, easy handling, apply to a long narrow vessel, a rush down from Russia and the Black Sea to fill the Aegean 
true vaue;, or ship, not the wider TeA-oiov, a stubby cargo vessel. vacuum as the hot air rises. Called the Meltemi or the Etesians 
According to tradition, the first warship was constructed in the (literally, the yearlies), these are as dependable for Mediterra-
generation before the Trojan War. The Argonauts' expedition nean sailors as are the Trades for ocean sailors. But even in sum-
to retrieve the Golden Fleece from the farthest reaches of the mer, when Odysseus would have been sailing, storms are not 
Black Sea required the assistance of oars. Hence the name Argo infrequent. Odysseus describes the event: "But against our ships 
(Speedo). The oars were set in thole pins or through small ports. Zeus the cloud gatherer stirred Boreas the North Wind with an 
We can suppose that the oar blades themselves were rather broad awesome tempest and hid with clouds the land together with the 
from the directions given Odysseus when he m.eet~ the soul .of sea: Night swooped down from heaven. And then the shiP.s we.re 
the prophet Teiresias at the land of the dead. Telreslas tells him carried headlong, and the force of the wind shredded their SaIls 
that in order to placate the god Poseidon, whose Cyclops son three and four times over ('rpix9a n.: Kat n~1pax9a OtEaXlcn.:v 
Odysseus has blinded, he must on returning home go to the ie; aVEJ-lOto). So, fearing destruction, we stowed the sails and 
mainland and walk inland: . rowed the ships hurriedly to land. There for two nights and two 

"Go forth, taking a well-turned oar on your shoulder, until days without end we lay gnawing our spirit with exhaustion and 
you reach men who know nothing of the sea and eat no food torment" (9.67-75). Then, thinking the worst has passed, they 
seasoned with salt and, yes, know nothing of ships with purple take to the sea again, but as they round Malea, the storm revives. 
cheeks or of well-turned oars that are wings for ships .... And For nine days it drives them far from Ithaca until they come 
when another traveler encounters you and says that you have a upon the land of the distracted Lotus Eaters, ever since prover-
winnowing fan on our strong shoulder, fix the well-turned oar bial for a furlough without end. Though the locale is not identi-
in the earth and make fine sacrifices to lord Poseidon" (Odyssey fied, ancient tradition usually places the Lotus Eaters on the en-
11.121-30). Thus Odysseus, like a missionary, will have appeased ervating coast of Africa. 
Poseidon by bringing the god's worship to those who would Storms at sea frightened and thrilled the seafaring Greeks. 
have no reason to fear him. A winnowing fan, used to toss har- Their history and poetry are full of them, and the tales are well 
vest thrashings into the breeze to separate the grain from the told. In my opinion the most memorable is the speech delivered 
chaff, looked somewhat like a flat shovel. . by the Herald who precedes the homecoming of Agamemnon in 

Under sail a ship could make 5-6 kn. By employmg oar.s to Aeschylus' fifth-century tragedy of that name. He tells of the 
leeward during a reach, the seamen would prevent crabbmg. storm encountered by the Greeks as they sailed back victorious 
(That is, with the wind blowing from one side, rowing on the from Troy, but without having sacrificed to the gods for outrag-
other side would keep the vessel from slipping sidewards off es committed in the destruction of the city. The same storm drove 
course.) When winds were too light for making way, two shifts Menelaus down to Egypt and delayed his return with Helen to 
of 40 men at 20 oars (and one oar used astern as a rudder), could Sparta: 
propel a ship like Jason's or Odysseus' 3-4 kn. Thus, depending "In the night arose the evil, surging troubles: Beneath blasts 
on winds and currents, a craft with a purpose could travel 30-50 from Thrace ships smashed one against another, and gored vio-
mi. a day. That would take Agamemnon's fleet from Aulis on lently by the raging hurricane and rush ofpeiting rain, they were 
the east coast of Greece to the shores of Troy in as little as five swept from sight by the whirling gust, like sheep by an evil shep-
days. With so many men and their arms, quarters were cramped, herd. But when the radiant lamp of the sun came up, we beheld 
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the Aegean Sea blooming with the corpses of Achaean men and 
the wreckage of ships. But we ourselves and our ship with hull 
unscathed were preserved by stealth or prayer, not by a man but 
by some god who grabbed the helm. And saving Fortune will
ingly sat aboard our ship to keep it either from taking on the 
surging surf at anchor or from driving upon the rocky coast" 
(653-67). 

Seven centuries intervened between the Trojan expedition 
and the great two wars waged by Greeks to keep the growing 
Persian empire from Western soil. During that time the Greeks, 
collaborating with the Phoenicians, developed the very speedy 
long and narrow triremes that divided men on board into oars
man and marines. Some 40 years after the Persian behemoth 
had been sent limping back to Asia, Herodotus recalls the storm 
that wrecked the great double bridge of ships built by King Xe
rxes in 480 B.c. The Persian Xerxes, obsessed with revenge for 
the defeat suffered by his father Darius 10 years earlier, means 
to cross the Hellespont, the strait between Europe and Asiajust 
north of ancient Troy- the modem Dardanelles. In those days 
the distance at the narrowest point, between Sestos and Abydos, 
was some 4 mi. In 2500 years the brutal currents have widened 
it by another mile and a half. 

Xerxes' Egyptian engineers used enormous papyrus cables 
to align one bridge of ships, and his Phoenician engineers used 
flax to lash together the other bridge. But no sooner than the 
work had been completed, a northern storm crashed down upon 
the bridges and snapped them, scattering the vessels like twigs. 
When Xerxes heard of this, he was royally not amused. Enraged, 
he sent men to scourge the waves of the Hellespont with 300 
lashes, to throw chains upon it, and even to brand it with sla
very. Thus it would know to do the Great King's bidding as any 
other servant. He then beheaded the pontoon overseers. (One 

THE BOOKS BY 
VEFA ALEX/ADOU 

might observe that variations on this theme persist today.) There
after, Xerxes appointed new engineers who successfully linked 
one chain of 360 ships and another of 314. (You can find the 
engineering details in book 7, chapter 36 of Herodotus.) It took 
a full week for all of Xerxes' army to march magnificently across 
the double bridge, and I recommend the passage. 

Xerxes ' subsequent advance along the Greek coastline end
ed on land in Athens and at sea within the Saronic Gulf. From a 
throne positioned on a hill overlooking the protected inner bay, 
the Great King anticipated a great ultimate victory over the com
bined Greek navies. The Athenians had abandoned Athena's 
Parthenon and the sacred citadel of the Acropolis to the torches 
and pillage of the Persian army, and their citizenry now huddled 
in the seaport town of Piraeus. Xerxes, against the advice of 
Queen Artemisia, admiral of the Carian squadron, now watched 
his armada maneuver for the coup de grace. 

The Greeks under Athenian Themistocles had sailed forth 
from Piraeus and were positioned east of the island of Salamis. 
Xerxes had countered with two squadrons, one ofIonian Greeks 
from Asia Minor and one of his reliable Phoenicians. The west
ern exit he had sealed with his Egyptian squadron. He was con
fident of victory because Themistocles had given out false intel
ligence that if attacked, the Athenians would desert their Spar
tan and Aeginetan allies. 

But the Athenians had other designs: When the Phoenicians 
came into view, the Athenians launched a sudden attack against 
their flank . Naval tactics consisted oftriremes rowing full speed 
at the enemy vessel's beam and ramming it with a bronze-plated 
prow that projected at the water line. The larger Phoenician gal
leys found themselves pinched against the shore, unable to wield 
about in a counterattack. Meanwhile the Spartans dispersed the 
lonians. The Greeks fought with discipline against an enemy 
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thrown into confusion. In the debacle, Xerxes' ships were either 
sunk or rendered useless. 

Stunned with disappointment, Xerxes was told how Artemi
sia had fooled the Greeks into thinking that her vessel was one 
of theirs. Hemmed in, she rammed an ally's ship and thus es
caped into the gulf. Herodotus tells us that the exasperated Xe
rxes remarked, "My men have become women, and my women 
men!" (Ot /lEV CtvOpac; yq6vaai /lot yuvaiKEC;, at 8£ yuvaiKCC; 
Ctv8PEC;, 8.88) . Worried that the Greeks would sail to the Helle
spont and destroy his double bridge of ships, he gathered what 
was left of his navy and abandoned western Greece forever, leav
ing his army to seek whatever victories might remain on land. 
The Persian army, however, met only defeat and forthwith stum
bled back to Asia. 

After the glorious victory over the Persians, the Athenians 
formalized an alliance with other Aegean city-states to ensure 
strength against future possible incursions. The treasury would 
be at minuscule but holy Delos in the Cyclades. Athens would 
supply the navy built with the contributions of her allies, who 
did not include the landlocked Spartans. For unlike the Athe
nians, they did not look to the sea for prosperity. Eventually, 
however, Athens' wealthy imperialism drove the Spartans and 
their Peloponnesian allies into a war with Athens and its Delian 
League. The war would last for 27 years and would end with 
Athens ' exhausted surrender. 

In the final eight years, after an unmitigated disastrous fiasco 
in Sicily, Athens began to lose her allies, and the Spartans se
cured alliandls with the Persians. That forced the Athenians to 
deploy their navy to the northern and eastern Aegean. In 406 the 
Athenians and Spartans engaged upon the sea near the Arginu
sae Islands south of the island of Lesbos. In the battle 70 Spar
tan ships were sunk or captured, and their admiral was killed, 
whereas Athenian losses were put at 20 ships. However, before 
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the Athenians could rescue the survivors from the floating wreck
age and pursue the rest of the enemy, a northern storm fell upon 
them. 

When word reached Athens, the eight commanders were re
lieved of duty and summoned home for a court martial before 
the full citizen assembly. It remains unclear whether the com
manders waited too long to attempt the rescue or whether the 
storm itself was not so great a threat, as they alleged. Neverthe
less, the six who returned to Athens suffered the supreme penal
ty under dubious legalities. The following summer, Athens in
curred its final defeat on the sea at Aegospotami in the Helle
spont, not very far from the site of Xerxes' former bridge. 

Athens' collapse meant the end of massive Greek navies and 
monumental sea battles, but it did not end the Greeks' depen
dence on the sea nor did it diminish the sea's importance to the 
Hellenic spirit. In 401 BC Xenophon the Athenian, a former 
student of Socrates, took advantage of an opportunity to join the 
officers staff on a mercenary expedition to Asia Minor into the 
Persian empire. The mostly Spartan Greek force, called the Ten 
Thousand, was told that its mission was to aid the young prince 
Cyrus in police actions that would result in mercenary booty. 
Cyrus ' real purpose, however, was to wrest the Persian throne 
from his brother Artaxerxes. The expedition would begin at Sar
dis, about 60 mi. from the Aegean coast, and march 15 times 
that distance to ancient, fabled Babylon, there to join battle with 
the King. Xenophon would put it all into writing as the Anaba
sis. or ascent, so called because the Greeks considered all travel 
inland as walking up from the sea. The story is a mix of military 
and political intrigue, bravery, and humanity. It is often exciting 
and stirring, and always revealing of the nature and character of 
both the Greek and non- Greek. Although most of the adventure 
takes place on rugged inland, upland terrain, the most moving 
part takes us back to the sea. 
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Cyrus' Greco-Persian army finally confronts Artaxerxes at 
Cunaxa, a village suburb of Babylon. The Greeks are efficiently 
victorious over their opposing wing, but at the other end the 
youthful Cyrus is killed, rashly pursuing his brother, and his 
Persian forces are miserably defeated. The Greek mercenaries, 
left surrounded by enemies and deprived of their promised re
wards, are forced to strike a deal with Artaxerxes: provisions 
and no pursuit if the Ten Thousand will retreat from the empire. 
Their route would not retrace their steps but would be require a 
march north along the Tigris into the mountains of Anatolia (cen
tral Turkey), and on to Pontus, the "Sea," now called Black but 
then known euphemistically as Euxine, Good to Strangers- be
cause it wasn't. 

At a place near modem Baghdad, Persian intrigue led to the 
assassination of five Greek generals, 20 captains, and 200 sol
diers. Two hundred miles farther north, Xenophon was one of 
five new generals elected. Then, with hostile Persians at their 
rear and hostile Kurds, Armenians, and others ahead, the Ten 
Thousand proceeded through snow and rivers and mountains, 
living off the land, wrenched alternately by starvation and food 
poisoning. Their purpose was to emerge at the coastal city Tra
pezus (Modem Trebzond), among the Co\Chi, in the land of the 
Argonauts' legendary Golden Fleece. The hardship and stress 
were enormous and unrelenting, but Xenophon modestly reports 
that he was able to maintain morale. Then came the day that 
they had been told they would reach the port where they could 
embark for home: As his hop lites trudged on, from his position 
in the all-important rear guard, Xenophon heard shouting from 
the vanguard as it crested a mountain. He immediately and in
stinctively feared an ambush, but I'll let Xenophon tell the rest: 

"Now as the shouting kept growing louder and nearer, one 
rank moved up after another and began to run at full tilt toward 
the ranks ahead. One after another, the men joined in the shout
ing, and as the shout kept growing even louder as the numbers 
of men grew steadily greater, it occurred to Xenophon that some
thing of greater import was happening. And so he mounted his 
horse and took with him .. . the cavalry in order to lend ass is-

tance, when promptly they could hear what the soldiers were 
shouting: '(8uAunu! 8uAunu!-The sea! The sea!' And they 
kept passing it along. Then all the troops in the rear guard like
wise broke into a run, and the pack animals began stampeding 
ahead, and likewise the horses. And when all the men had reached 
the summit, then indeed they fell to hugging one another, and 
the generals and captains as well, all of them in tears" (4.7.22-25). 

Xenophon tells the story using the word as his fellow Athe
nians pronounced it- 8uAunu instead of the commoner form 
8uAUcrcrU- but the sea, the sea nevertheless. Only this word could 
mean to Greeks, even Spartans, that home and safety were at 
hand--even though they still remained several hundred miles from 
the shores of mainland Greece. 

Let me conclude with a brief passage from a modem author 
who obviously resorted to Homer for his model. Some 75 years 
ago, the Irishman James Joyce published his difficult but ex
traordinary and monumental novel Ulysses. In the early pages 
the young scholar Stephen Dedalus and an acquaintance named 
Kinch Haines have climbed a stone tower overlooking the Irish 
Sea. Dedalus ' name reminds us of the legendary Athenian ge
nius who devised escape from Crete for himself and his son on 
wings of feathers and wax. A wag named Buck Mulligan has 
been holding forth in the open air during his morning shave: 

"He mounted to the parapet again and gazed out over Dublin 
bay, his fair oakpale hair stirring slightly. 

"-God, he said quietly. Isn't the sea what Algy calls it: a grey 
sweet mother? The snotgreen sea. The scrotuitightening sea. Epi 
oinopa ponton. Ah, Dedalus, the Greeks. I must teach you. You 
must read them in the original. Thalatta! Thalatta! She is our 
great sweet mother. Come and look" (6). 

Yes, come and look at her indeed. Come and soar above her 
on the bright, swift wings of Daedalus, with whom we now have 
glided full circle. But mindful of his son, the rash and youthful 
Icarus, take care as always to fly the safe middle course, not too 
near the searing sun but also not too low, lest your wings grow 
heavy with the wetness of the greedy sea. 

Copyright © 1997 by E. N Genovese 

Personnel Changes at the Archdiocese 
NEW YORK - His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon has an

nounced are-allotment of personnel at the Archdiocese, includ
ing some organizational changes. 

The Rev. Protopresbyter Alexander Karloutsos, in addition 
to his duties as Vicar for Public Affairs (which focuses on gov
ernmental relations, federal, state and local) has been appointed 
the Director ofthe Worldwide Ecumenical Patriarchate Endow
mentFund. 

The Rev. Presbyter Mark Arey, hitherto the Executive Di
rector ad interim of Leadership 100, will take on full-time re
sponsibilities as Director of Communications, coordinating and 
facilitating Public Relations, Orthodox Observer, GoTelecom, 
Internet Ministries and General Publications. Leadership 100, 
the major gifts program and permanently restricted Endowment 
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Fund of the Archdiocese, is in the process of becoming a sepa
rately incorporated organization supporting the National Minis
tries of the Archdiocese. The Rev. Arey will continue in an over
sight capacity of Leadership 100 until a new Executive Director 
is selected. 

The Very Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Karambis, in addition 
to his duties as the Director of Stewardship Ministries, will as
sume the new position of Coordinator of the National Minis
tries. He will facilitate the National Ministries, including among 
others Youth and Young Adult Ministries, Religious Education, 
Greek Education and Culture, Missions, Outreach Mission (in
cluding Inter-Faith and Inter-Christian Marriage), Ionian Vil
lage, St. Michael's Home for the Aged and St. Basil's Acade
my. 
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"An Exodus of Greek-Americans Back to Greece" 

PART II 

In the last piece, I shared with you the 
changes Greece has witnessed the last three 
decades, beginning in 1967 with the over
throw of the constitutional government and 
the rise of the military junta. 

I discussed the massive economic trans
formation, from what seemed at best a 
second-world country, to one that is part 
of the burgeoning European Community 
and a world-class industrial power. 

An amazing turnaround in thirty years. 
Politically, Greece seems stable and 

free . Gone are the repression, the murders, 
the jailings, the torture. 

Free-market and therefore cut-throat 
forces have been unleashed, creating neg
ative and positive outcomes. On the posi
tive side, there's greater economic activity 
and competition. On the negative column 
of the ledger, the growing inequity between 
rich and poor, educated and not, is a scan
dal and a shame in a country that so highly 
values education. 

I By TASO LAGOS 

Not much different than what's going 
on in America and other industrialized na
tions. 

So you're my father, you've lived in 
America for 30 years, worked hard, edu
cated three children, provided a very com
fortable home and a business, and you're 
suddenly realizing the energy-filled years 
have passed and it's time to retire. Time to 
let the young punks take over. 

You look around and what do you see? 
An America that's slightly different in 

tone and feeling than what you knew when 
you first got here. 

An American slightly meaner and less 
egalitarian. One where the rich are hoard
ing more and more of her wealth. Where 
decadence has become terribly fashionable. 
A narcissistic country, aware of her su
premacy on earth and not very humble 
about it. An aggressively capitalistic coun
try, booming in economic size but willing 
to have her less lucky folks behind. Forev
er. 

No more Mr. Nice Guy, America. We're 
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in the Tough Decade, where you have to 
learn to pull yourself up by your bootstraps, 
or drown in your own muck. No one's go
ing to help you, least of all society. 

We ' re all on our own. 
For an immigrant, this is like the rewrit

ing of the Bible. Horrible and unthinkable, 
yet here we are living in the change. 

Even immigrants have gotten a bad rap 
lately. Do you remember how in the 1970s 
ethnicities were celebrated? Go explore 
your roots, we were told. Now, immigrants 
are the scapegoats for many of our social 
ills. Americans forget that immigrants built 
up this country, voluntarily or involuntari
ly. 

Now being an ethnic is a stain. 
For any immigrant, this comes as a 

shock. I've always considered myself an 
American and been proud of living in this 
country. By the angst and hostility that have 
become evident make me sad and reflec
tive . Is this what we came to America for? 

So I watch my father thinking about this. 
He pours over Greek newspapers and lis
tens to his friends, one of whom sold his 
business and his house and went back to 
the old country. "Things are different back 
there, George," they tell him. "It's Ameri
ca, with better food and climate!" 

He nods and ponders. Outside the res
taurant, young kids injeans hanging down 
to their crotch, tattooed and with rings in 
their noses, on their lips, eyebrows, and, 
oh, yes, ears, too, gather in a mob. I can 
see the expression on his face: " Is this why 
I came to America?" 

In many ways, he's luckier than I am. 
Being only eight when we fled Greece was 
young enough to become fully American
ized. Thirty years later, it's hard for me to 
pack up my bags and go back to Greece. 

Not so my father. No matter how many 
years he ' s spent here, he's still Greek. Very 
Greek. He can pack up and go. 

That's exactly what he might do. 
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NEW BOOKS 

Modern Greeks: Greece in World War II 
By Costas Stassinopoulos 

(Published by the American Hellenic Institute, Washington, D.C. Tel. (202) 785-8430) 

Reviewed by Rev. Demetrios J. Constantelos 
Professor of History and Religion, Emeritus, Stockton College 

This excellently written, attractively 
produced and affordably priced book is a 
"must" reading for every Greek American 
and, indeed, anyone interested in histori
cal truth, human values, freedom and de
mocracy. It tells the story of the contribu
tions of the modem Greeks to these values 
during the decade ofthe 1940s. It is a story 
of triumph and glory, but also a story of 
pain, suffering and internal conflicts. 

Though mostly a personal account of 
first-hand knowledge and experience in
tended for the average reader, the present 
book is one of the most authoritative works 
written about modem Greece, its role is 
World War II, the Nazi and Fascist occu
pations of Greece, its national resistance 
movement and the ensuing conflicts, or the 
Civil War of 1944 to 1949. The decade of 
the I 940s saw Greece climbing a Golgotha, 
making a sacrifice of nearly 700,000 of its 
people against the evil forces of fascism, 
nazism, and communism. 

The author was an eyewitness to and a 
participant in many of the events he de
scribes. He began his career as an acade
mician, served as a journalist and publish
er of newspapers, and worked actively in 
the resistance movement. Furthermore he 
himself experienced the brutality and hor
rors of the German occupation and Ger
man camp atrocities. First he was captured 
by the Gestapo, imprisoned in a concen
tration camp in Attica and soon after he was 
sent to N ewgamnen and Beendorf concen
tration camps in Germany. 

Following the liberation of Greece, he 
became General Secretary of the Ministry 
of Finance and served the country in sev
eral other capacities. Though he uses im
portant archival materials and sound bibli
ographies, as an insider he writes with im
partiality and sensitivity. The first part of 
his book reminded me of 0 Polemos tes 
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Hellados /940-/941 (The Greek War of 
1940-1941) by Alexandros Papagos which 
I had read a few weeks before I received 
the Stassinopoulos's book. While Papagos 
provides step by step chronicle of the events 
leading to the Italian invasion and the Greek 
resistance during the 1940-1941 period, 
Stassinopoulos presents a wholistic picture 
of the 1940-1949 events. 

Divided into three parts and 19 chap
ters, Modem Greeks is filled with moving 
stories about the Greek resistance against 
the Italian and especially the German forc
es of 1940 to 1944. It has been repeatedly 
written that the fierce resistance of the 
Greeks against the Italians and the Germans 
overturned Hitler's plans to occupy Mos
cow before the arrival of the heavy winter 
of 1941. Field Marshal von Brauchitch, the 
commander-in-chief of the German army, 
told Allied interrogators at the Nuremberg 
trials of the Nazi War criminals that 
Greece's two months war against Germa
ny proved utterly disastrous to Hitler's 
plans. 

In addition to the heroic war of Greece 
against the forces of the Axis, the book not 
only vividly describes brutal arrests and 
executions by the Gestapo and the horrors 
of life in a concentration camp, but also 
portrays the valiant and courageous deeds 
of ordinary persons whose sacrifices and 
lives illustrate how the Greeks helped save 
democracy in a most critical period of hu
man history. 

The tales of tragedy and glory described 
in the first two parts of the book are fol
lowed by several chapters devoted to the 
ensuing civil war, the worst type of war, as 
we know it from the American, Spanish, 
Russian and several more civil wars. Here, 
too, the author provides a balanced picture 
between the nobility, unity and greatness 
the Greeks achieved against the enemies, 

and the hatred ofthe fratricide and ensued, 
"the unnecessary war" between the Left and 
the Right during the period of 1944 to 1949. 
The critical judgments and notes with 
which the author concludes his important 
book reaffirm the devotion of the Greeks 
to freedom and democracy, the courage 
they possessed and the sacrifices they made 
in their struggle against nazism, fascism 
and communism. 

The lessons of this volume are timely 
and of universal significance. As such it 
must be read by all interested in human 
rights, peace and humanistic values. I 
wholeheartedly recommend it. In fact, I 
urge our Greek American organizations 
and communities to buy as many copies as 
possible and send complimentary copies to 
the respective Senators, Congressmen, 
Governors, military community and reli
gious leaders of their states. Unfortunate
ly, only a few of those in political and mil
itary power know of the sacrifices of the 
Greek people in their struggle against the 
evil forces of the 1940s. This is also an 
excellent book to be sold at festivals of 
churches and organizations. It is my un
derstanding that the publishers offer a sub
stantial discount for more than ten copies. 
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Return from Bethlehem 
I By Fr. JOHN A. LIMBERAKIS 

In the maze of all this clamor, each vying to gain our undi
vided attention, it is difficult to discern the essential from the 
non-essential..., the imperative from the redundant. Merchants 
care little what holy season descends upon those of us who pro
fess a Christianity. Right after labor day, they are seen launch
ing their campaigns to surpass sales of earlier years. 
Show-windows carry the Christmas theme, streets are lit up, 
banks and other public buildings raise their Happy Hanukkah 
and Menorah banners; then they raise their Merry Xmas ban
ners and Christmas trees, hoping to attract both Jew and Chris
tian. It's business as usual. The media, both the printed and the 
electronic, are screaming at us. But unbeknown to most of us, 
the secular world has already imposed its symbols. Completely 
incongruous. Completely unbalanced. On the one hand they 
project religious symolisms befitting Judaism to satisfy one seg
ment of society, then they choose a completely secular set for 
another, Christianity. It ought to make-up its own mind. One or 

Father Limberakis is the pastor of the Church of St. Sophia/ 
Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape at the gateway to Valley Forge in 
Jeffersonville, P A. 
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the other. Be it religious or secular. 
The Hanukkah & Menorah are religious, the latter appears 

on official stationery of the State of Israel. The Merry Xmas 
banner and the Christmas Tree configuration say little if any
thing identifiable with the Birth of Christ. The X crosses-out the 
name of our Savior. The tree has nothing to do with the Birth of 
Christ. If religious symbols conform to Judaism, then The Man
ger would be an appropriate display for Christian people. Mer
chants, unbeknown to themselves perhaps, are unwittingly en
gaging in promotions that may be offensive to the discerning 
Christian. I know that this is true with this correspondent. Many 
others share these feelings . 

In this land of the free, where religion is practiced freely for 
those who are so inclined, the Christmas season focuses on one 
historical phenomenon; it is the Incarnation of the Son of God. 
It is the infinite realization that God so loved humanity that He 
could not endure to observe humankind aimlessly trotting to the 
abyss (John 3.16), from one generation to the other, since the 
times of our first parents, Adam & Eve. God's love penetrated 
the history of mankind so that the Emmanuel (Isaiah 7.14) may 
be manifest. When the right time (Galatians 6.4ff.) had finally 
arrived by God's grace, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9.06) came 
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to this earth in all His humility. He came to a little town called 
Bethlehem to make his appearance, in a manner almost com
pletely effacing, wholly defying its natural glory, being that it 
was divine in origin. There present to greet His arrival was the 
whole universe (Luke 2.1-20); humanity in the persons of the 
shepherds and the Magi (symbolic of the intellectual spectrum 
of the human race, front air, most simple to the most wise), the 
animal kingdom surrounding the manger in the cave, the heav
enly angels singing his glory (ibid., 2.14). There too, Mary and 
the aged Joseph, the one commissioned to stand guard. 

When the holy prophet Isaiah identifies the Birth of Christ 
emanating from the Root of Jesse (ibid. 11 .01), he was docu
menting the genealogy of Christ. In Greek Orthodox iconogra
phy the depiction is clear; Jesse is shown reclining, and from his 
bowels, iconographically, is depicted the tree and its branches 
(on which are shown seated the prophets of the Old Testament) 
atop of which is the magnificent flower (symbolic of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary), in the center of which is the icon of Christ. An 
ancient icon of Jesse is enshrined in the Chapel of the Annunci
ation of the Blessed Virgin Mary marking the place of the Burn
ing Bush of Moses (Ex 3 .02ff.) in the courtyard behind the Mon
astery ofSt. Catherine on Mount Sinai in Egypt. It speaks, vol
umes. 

Next to the resurrection of Christ, His birth takes preemi
nence. The greatest event takes place this season when God be
comes man, to dwell among us and to lead us back to heaven. 
By this act alone, humanity joins the royalty of God ' s house
hold. This event changed the course of history; indeed, it divid
ed history into two segments, one known as BC (Before Christ), 
the other AD (After Christ). It changed history forever. Christ 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF CONSTANTINE THE GREAT 
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enters emblazoned with His theandric nature, He being God and 
Man at the one and same time, to wit, Theanthropos, as we say 
in our ecclesiastical language. He comes as our Messiah (John 
1.4 1), in order to save us despite our sinful state. He comes to 
us, collectively and individually. No one is excluded from His 
salvific mission. 

With the Christmas season we celebrate our Lord's birth, His 
flight to Egypt, His return to Nazareth when he turned four or 
five, and regarding his youth and adolescence, we know pre
cious little. We see Him again standing by the banks of the Riv
er Jordan, being baptized at the hand ofSt. John the Forerunner 
(the church commemorates these events within the Twelve Days 
of Christmas.) His miracles recorded in the New Testament at
test to His divinity. His parables reveal the divine will of God. 
His Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5.3-12) defines the realities 
of holiness. He comes to reveal one last commandment, that we 
love one another (I Corinthians 13.01fl. The mandate of The 
Golden Rule (Matthew 7.12). That Christianity is a religion of 
joy and anticipation (Philemon 4.04). And humanity is called to 
strive for spiritual perfection (1 Timothy 6.12). 

This is the essence of Christmas; not the blaring noises that 
build to a cacophonous crescendo in our shopping malls, not 
tinsel and the myriad of distractions that abound, and certainly, 
not the materialism that has inundated us through the years. If 
we can allow ourselves to pause long enough, to take a deep 
breath, and to realize that we are approaching a sacred event 
that spells out our personal survival of our mundane environs, 
this is Christmas. It is a holy season. Let us convert our hearts 
into a living manger, there to welcome the Christ Child who at 
the same time is the Alpha & Omega (Revelation 3.20), our 
All-Sovereign Lord & God Almighty, Let the Christian spirit of 
philanthropy be rekindled there. Let us allow it to overwhelm us 
and to convert whatever is lacking in our personal Christianity. 
There can be no love among men and no peace on earth, sepa
rated from the Son of God. 

Suspicion, calamity and war will continue to be our lot so 
long as Christ is absent from our lives. Christ is born, let us 
glorify him; Christ [arrives from the heavens}, let us embrace 
him. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
CHRIS KOJANIS, D.D.S. 

CHRIS PHILIP, D.D.S. 

RUSSELL J. VANACEK, D.D.S. 
ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE FORMATION OF 
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Greek- ericans in Review 

rent legislative effort to restructure the bil
lion-dollar electric utility industry, a mea
sure aimed as ending monopolies and pro
viding consumers and businesses with im
proved services at reduced rates. The En
ergy Committee is responsible for all leg
islation related to energy, including siting 
of energy facilities, and transportation of 
energy sources such as coal, gas, oil, and 
nuclear fusion. 

By Susan K. Klerides 

payers of Massachusetts." 
Senator Panagiotakos' appointment was 

one of the few committee assignment 
changes brought about by the resignation 
of Senator W. Paul White (D-Dorchester), 
a 23-year veteran of the state legislature. 
The Energy Committee was previously 
chaired by Senator Robert Bernstein (D
Worcester). In addition to overseeing the 
Energy Committee, Senator Panagiotakos 
will retain his chairmanship of the Joint 
Committee on Federal Financial Assis
tance, and continue to serve as a member 
of the Committee on Counties, the Com
mittee on Bills in Third Reading, and the 
Committee on Public Service. 

PETER ANGELOS EXPANDS 
LAW FIRM TO NEW YORK 

Panagiotakos has been chainnan 
of the Legislature's Joint Committee on 
Energy by Senate Pres' Thomas Bir

"Chairmanship ofthe Energy Commit
tee presents me with an opportunity to play 
a key role in shaping legislation important 
to working families, senior citizens, and 
business owners throughout my district and 
across the commonwealth," said Senator 
Panagiotakos. "In addition to the impor
tant role the committee will play in restruc
turing the electric utilities, it will also be 
responsible for addressing significant re
cycling issues. It is an honor and a privi
lege to be selected for this role and I look 
forward to providing quality, substantive 
leadership for my colleagues and the tax-

Baltimore Orioles owner Peter O. An
gelos, whose legal practice includes offic
es in Delaware, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
Washington, D.C., and Maryland, has an
nounced the opening of a full service of-
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fice in New York City. According to Ed
ward Monaghan, a spokesman for the firm, 
three attorneys licensed in the state of New 
York will relocate to head the new office, 
and additional attorneys will be recruited 
to complete the staff. 

-The law firm of Peter G. Angelos has 
grown quickly from a one-person opera
tion to a nationwide practice that includes 
70 attorneys. The firm has over 20,000 
clients and specializes in asbestos litigation, 
plaintiffs' toxic tort work, professional 
malpractice, and other matters . Mr. Ange
los is also lead counsel for the state of 
Maryland in its litigation against the tobac
co industry. Earlier this year, he was listed 
among the 100 most influential lawyers in 
the United States in the National Law Re
view. In addition to managing his legal 
career, Mr. Angelos is also chairman ofthe 
board, CEO, and the largest shareholder of 
the Baltimore Orioles baseball team. Mr. 
Angelos is also credited with being a lead
er in the renaissance of Baltimore . He is a 
former member of the Baltimore City 
Council, a member of the boards of trust
ees of Loyola College, Johns Hopkins Uni
versity, Western Maryland College, and the 
University of Baltimore, where he also 
serves on the advisory board of the law 
school. As a noted humanitarian, he is a 
director of the University of Maryland 
Foundation, the Baltimore Symphony, and 
St. Joseph's Hospital. 

ASCOT NAMED PRESIDENT 
OF CHICAGO REALTORS 

James Ascot, owner and operator of 
Ascot Realty Group, was installed as the 
new president of the Chicago Association 
of Realtors at the association's annual In-

James Ascot 
augural Banquet, held recently at the Chi
cago Hilton & Towers. Born in Greece, 
Mr. Ascot immigrated to the United States 
when he was nine years old. He received a 
Ph.D. in psychology and then became a 
staff therapist at Forest Hospital in Des 
Plaines, IL, where he was quickly promot
ed to director of outpatient placement ser
vices. He later joined Loretto Hospital in 
Chicago as a crisis-intervention specialist 
in the emergency department. 

Mr. Ascot's second career began in 1979 
when he became part owner and director 
of the Cafe Figaro, which he helped build 
into one of Chicago 's premier restaurants. 
During that time, he obtained his real es
tate license, and together with his sister 
established Ascot and Associates, focusing 
primarily on the rehabbing of buildings. In 
1986 he opened Ascot Realty Group, Inc. 
Today his firm manages buildings and 
works mainly on loft buildings for conver
sions and industrial and retail real estate 
brokerage. 

Mr. Ascot is very involved in the com-

munity and serves on a number of organi
zations, including Rotary 1 of Chicago, and 
is the Lane Tech Alumni Association pres
ident and its local school council chairman. 
He is also director on the Chicago Cham
ber of Commerce Board and immediate 
past president of the Association ofIndus
trial Real Estate Brokers. His diverse back
ground brings a variety of unique skills and 
qualities to his new leadership role with the 
Chicago Association of Realtors. 

FRAN A. P APP AS 
HEADS UP UNICEF CT 

UNICEF New England, founded in 
1967 as the regional arm of the U.S . Com
mittee for UNICEF, recently announced the 
appointment of Fran A. Pappas, a Middle
town, CT, resident, to the position of State 
Coordinator. A winner of the Nobel Prize 
for Peace, UNICEF supports children in 
140 countries through nutrition, education, 
women in development, water and sanita
tion, and child protection. 

Fran Pappas has an extensive back
ground in the development of multicultur
al non profit organizations, according to 
Executive Director, Ed Mitchell, and un
der her leadership Connecticut will 
strengthen its understanding of the surviv
al, development and protection needs of the 
world's children and the work of UNICEF 
in addressing these needs. 

PONTIKES APPOINTED 
COMDISCO EXECUTIVE 

Comdisco, Inc. recently announced the 
appointment of Nicholas K. Pontikes to the 
newly-created position of chief operating 
officer for the company, headquartered in 
Rosemont, IL. Mr. Pontikes, who had been 
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serving as executive vice president, will 
continue to have responsibility for Com
disco's leasing, integrated services, busi
ness continuity, and diversified technolo
gies division, as well as its internal infor
mation technology staff. He will also con
tinue as a member of the company's office 
of the president, reporting to Comdisco 
chairman and CEO Jack Slevin, and as a 
member of the company's board ofdirec
tors. 

customers, it's become increasingly impor
tant to have one strong senior manager with 
responsibility for all of our service deliv
ery operations," said CEO Jack Slevin. 
"This promotion essentially formalizes the 
job Mr. Pontikes has been doing for some 
time. Naming him chief operating officer 
recognizes the fine performance and lead
ership he's demonstrated over the past few 
years." 

earnings. In fiscal 1997, earnings for busi
ness continuity and network services 
reached record levels and overall service 
businesses accounted for approximately 
one-third of Com disco's pre-tax earnings. 
In 1993, when he became president of the 
division at the end of the fiscal year, busi
ness continuity contributed just over 10 
percent of pre-tax earnings. 

He joined Comdisco in 1992, and was 
named vice president, business controls, for 
the business continuity services division in 
February 1993 . He was named president 

"As we intensify our focus on provid
ing integrated technology services for our 

Under Mr. Pontikes' leadership, Com
disco's integrated services businesses have 
grown dramatically in both revenue and 
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of the division the following September, 
and was elected a director of the company 
in December of the same year. In July 
1994, Mr. Pontikes was named an execu
tive vice president and appointed a mem
ber of the office of the president. Prior 
to joining Comdisco, Inc., he was princi
pal owner of Avalon Capital Corporation, 
an investment boutique company, from 
1990 to 1992. Mr. Pontikes also worked 
in mergers and acquisitions for The Black
stone Group from 1989 to 1990, and at 
Drexel Burnham Lambert from 1985 to 
1989. 

DR. NICOLAIDES OPENS 
MEDICAL PRACTICE 

Dr. Catherine D. Nicolaides, a pediatri
cian specializing in developmental disor
ders, has established a private practice in 
Marlton, NJ. After a lengthy association 
with Farm Pediatrics, Dr. Nicolaides now 
occupies the first floor of that facility, and 
operates as a full time, independent devel
opmental pediatric/adolescent practitioner. 
Some of the many developmental disorders 
Dr. Nicolaides addresses include: attention 
deficit disorder (ADD); speech delay; ce-

rebral palsy; oppositional behavior; devel
opmental delay; and various learning dis
abilities. 

Dr. Nicolaides has had several years 
experience in handling cases such as these, 
and spent her fellowship year specializing 
in developmental pediatrics at the nation's 
foremost learning institution, Johns Hop
kins University in Baltimore as well as 
Children's Hospital in Philadelphia. 

She earned her medical degree from 
Hanneman University in Philadelphia, 
graduating with honors, and completed her 
residency in pediatrics at New York Uni
versity Hospital. 

NEW ACQUISITIONS 
FOR KOULOS' NCRS 

Leo Koulos, chairman of the National 
Coupon Redemption Service (NCRS), re
cently announced two more additions to his 
company's national account roster. Flem
ing Companies, based in Oklahoma City, 
OK, the nation's largest food wholesaler, 
has entered into a long term contract with 
NCRS for coupon redemption services. 
NCRS stated it expected to process nearly 
150,000,000 coupons annually for this food 

giant. At the same time, NCRS announced 
another 50,000,000 per year coupon deal 
with Brookshire Grocery Company, a 
Tyler, TX based operation with 128 stores 
throughout Texas, Arkansas, and Louisi
ana. 

National Coupon Redemption Service 
was established by Mr. Koulos in 1971, and 
the company has since grown into one of 
the largest in the field of this nearly $4 bil
lion industry. With satellite centers in El 
Paso and Dallas, TX; Troy, MI; Pine Brook, 
NJ; and Honolulu, HI, NCRS is a fully in
tegrated coupon customer processor and 
clearing house. NCRS offers its custom
ers everything from financing to transpor
tation and administration. The company 
commands nearly 15% ofthe national cou
pon redemption services. 

Mr. Koulos and his wife, Ginnie are the 
parents of two daughters, and reside in San 
Francisco. An active member of several 
area charities, Mr. Koulos was a recipient 
of the 1996 Ellis Island Medal of Honor. 

LAZARUS KONTOVEROS 
HONORED BY NISYRIANS 

A commemorative program honoring 
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the memory of Lazarus "Louie" Kon
toveros, author of Nisyrou Historica, was 
held recently at the Gnomagoras Nisyrian 
Society meeting house in Astoria, NY. Mr. 
Kontoveros' widow, Sylvia, his son Dean, 
and daughter-in-law Joyce, all from Mas
sachusetts, and Ms. Georgia Damari, con
sul from Greece in New York were in at
tendance. 

Lowell, MA, at the age of80. He spent his 
youth on Nisyros, immigrating to the Unit
ed States to study fine arts at the Boston 
Museum of Art and the Philadelphia School 
ofIndustrial Arts. He was an active mem
ber of the Dodecanesian American com
munity, and he created the symbol of the 
Dodecanesian Federation of America. 

Dr. Komninakas 

The life and works of Mr. Kontoveros 
were presented by the society's president, 
Professor Christopher Koroneos, who stat
ed that on the pages of "Louie's" book are 
forever enshrined the history, language, 
topography, arts and crafts, archaeology, 
geology, and geography of his beloved Ni
syros, a tiny remote volcanic island in the 
eastern Aegean. Professor Koroneos went 
on to say that Nisyrou Historica was no 
ordinary book, but a masterpiece of callig
raphy in that it was published in the origi
nal form from the author's hand. 

Mr. Konotoveros successfully recorded 
1,200 place names on an island not fre
quented often, nor greatly populated, with 
an area of barely 41 square kilometers. Mr. 
Kontoveros was born in Mandraki, Nisyr
os in 1894, and passed away in 1974 in 

His love for Greece, its civilization and 
its language, guided Mr. Kontoveros in 
writing his Popular Dictionary, a document 
of ancient Greek words translated into En
glish, consisting of nine volumes, 3,800 
pages and 45,100 words. This one ofakind 
work, to which he devoted 20 years of his 
life, will soon be published by The National 
Bank of Greece. 

GREEK-AMERICANS 
COAST TO COAST 

Dr. Ignatios Komninakas of Seymour, 
CT, recently completed his training in or
thopaedic surgery and has joined the Mil
ford Orthopaedic Associates in Milford, 
CT. After finishing his internship in gen
eral surgery at Rhode Island Hospital and 

the Brown University School of Medicine, 
he did an orthopaedic surgery residency at 
the University of Maryland and Shock 
Trauma Center in Baltimore, MD. Dr. 
Komninakas completed his subspecialty 
training during a fellowship in adult joint 
reconstruction at the Brigham and Wom
en's Hospital and Harvard Medical School. 
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Dr. Constantin os Sofocleous, a mem
ber ofSt. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital Cen
ter of Columbia University College ofPhy-
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sicians and Surgeons in New York City, 
has been awarded the Research Prize of the 
Cardiovascular and Interventional Sub
committee of the Radiological Society of 
North America (RSNA). Dr. Sofocleous 
received the honor for his scientific paper 
entitled "Initial Clinical Comparison of the 
Amplatz Thrombectomy Device (ATD) to 
the Modified Pulse Spray Pharmacome
chanical Thrombolysis Technique in the 
Treatment ofthe Thrombosed Hemodialy
sis Access Graft: Review of 126 Proce
dures ." 

Apostolos 
Paraskevas, 
composer and 
guitarist, ap
peared in con
cert with flut
ist Ellen Raka
tansky and the 
contemporary 
orchestra AL
EA III ofBos
ton Universi
ty, at the Tsai 
Performance 
Center in Bos

ton, MA. The work, which was written by 
Mr. Paraskevas, and entitled Constitution 
Article 91, refers to a part of the former 
Greek constitution used by the dictatorship 
in Greece to abolish democracy in the coun
try from 1967 to 1973. Mr. Paraskevas has 
also signed a record contract with Centaur 
Records for a CD to be released in early 
1998. The recording is entitled Visions of 
Azure and includes works for the guitar 
written in the last thirty years. 

Mark Chekos has been promoted to 

vice president for product support by the 
ADEMCO Group (Alarm Device Manu
facturing Company), a division of the Pit
tway Corp, Syosset, NY. Mr. Chekos will 
oversee all the technical operations of the 
company in the United States. He has been 
with ADEMCO since 1980 and will be 
headquartered in Louisville, KY. A grad
uate of the University of New Hampshire 
and the University of Phoenix, Mr. Chek
os is currently pursuing an MBA. 

Michael Kalleres, president of Global 
Associates, LTD., TSG, Bethesda, MD, had 
his company listed among the 50 firms 
mentioned in Washington Business Review 
as one of the "Fast Track 97, Fast Fifty." 
Mr. Kalleres is a retired Vice Admiral for 
the United States Navy. 

Bill Kallas, mayor of Oakbrook Ter
race, IL, has announced that he will seek 
the Republican nomination for the 13th 
Congressional District. Mayor Kallas, cur
rently in his second term, hopes to succeed 
former seven-term U.S. Representative 
Harris Fawell, who is retiring. A ten-year 
resident of Oakbrook Terrace, Mayor Kal
las is a commercial real estate broker. 

John Rigas, chairman, president, and 
CEO of Adelphia Communications Corpo
ration gave a lecture entitled "Cable TV: 
Past, Present and Future." The lecture, held 
at the Princeton Club in New York City, 
was sponsored by the Hellenic American 
Bankers Association. 

The Greek Arts and Entertainment 
Association recently previewed three short 
films by young Greek film makers. The A
Train, by Elena Thomatos, takes place in 
Cephalonia where a young Greek-Ameri-
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can girl is in con
flict with her 
identity. Mad 
Boy, I'll Blow 
Your Blues 
Away, by 
Adam Collis, 
is a humorous 
tale of young 
love. His film was 
given special men
tion by USC Look 
Films, and it won 
first prize in the stu

Elena Thomatos 

dent film category at the Austin Film Fes
tival and at the Chicago International Film 
Festival. On the Line, produced by An
drew Panay is an ambitious tale of con
nections made and lost, where the featured 
couple appropriately meet on a train. This 
film is part of a full-length feature which is 
in development at a Hollywood film com-
pany. 

The New York Law School's Hellen
ic Law Society has elected the following 
new executive board members: Peter Lag
onikos, president; Demi Pantazopoulos, 
vice president; Sophia Cotzia, secretary; 
John Agra, treasurer; Steve Sophocleous, 
public relations officer; Thomas Silis, cul
tural affairs officer; and Bill Angelos, alum
ni affairs officer. 

Demetrios Jason Lallas recently re
ceived his bachelor of arts degree with hon
ors from the University of Iowa. 

Barbara Aliprantis, professional sto
ryteller and founder/artistic director of the 
American Center for Theatre and Storytell
ing (ACTS), has produced a one-hour sto-
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rytelling special for Queens Public Televi
sion (QPTV), entitled Tellabration! The 
grant-aid facilitated program aired recent
lyon New York's Channel 35 and featured 
professional storytellers from around the 
world. 

Amalia (Paraskevopoulou) currently 
has her exhibit entitled, Illustration for 
Three Melodic Impressions, on display at 
the Hall of the Union of Arcadians in Long 
Island City, NY. The exhibit includes stud
ies in color of the portraits of great Euro
pean composers and Byzantine wall paint
ings of the 18th century Attica transferred 
onto an impressionistic palette. Amalia's 
work, which was exhibited first at the Of
fice of the Consulate General of Greece in 
New York, was introduced by art critic 
Robert A. Zaller, professor of history at 
Drexel University. 

Christos Homenides, a major voice in 
Greek literature, recently spent three 
months at the International Writing Pro
gram (IWP) ofthe University ofIowa City. 
Mr. Homenidesjoined 30 other prominent 
writers from 24 countries for the residency 
program. His first novel, The Wise Kid, 
which is now in its 16th edition, is being 
made into a film in English, and he has also 
written two other books of fiction . In ad
dition to writing fiction, Mr. Homenides is 
an attorney and a member of the Educa
tion Council of the Center for Diplomatic 
Studies of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in Greece. He is also a regular contributor 
to European editions of Elle magazine, for 
which he interviews authors, political fig
ures, and scientists. 

Karen Papandrew of Seattle, WA, has 
written a book for Greek-American chil
dren entitled Stacey and the Greek Festi-

val. A writer and member of the Assump
tion parish in Seattle, Ms. Papandrew was 
awarded first prize in the novel category at 
the 1991-1992 Seattle/Bellevue Eastside 
Writers' Contest for The Coin, and honor
able mention for JD and Grandma Has a 
Golf Cart. Her latest book, The Lighthouse 
of Avery Island, is a mainstream adventure 
novel set in Wrangell, Alaska. 

The Athenian-Piraean Association of 
New England has elected a new board of 
directors. The new executive board mem
bers are: Oscar Papanastasiou, president; 
Takis Phountoulakis, vice president, 
Maria Mourgis, treasurer; Soula Sofro
nas, first secretary, Margarita Giannak
ouras, second secretary, and John Apos
tolopoulos, assistant treasurer. Mem bers 
of the board include: Themis Voulgaris, 
Christos Kourkoulos, Despina Lazar
akis, Makis Papastavrou, and Tina Periv
olarakis. 

Alyce and Clare Karahalios were hon
ored recently by the parish of the Ascen
sion Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Oakland, 
CA for their lifetime of service to the 
church and community. Mr. Karahalios has 
served on the parish council for over twelve 
years and has chaired several parish events 
and fundraisers. Mrs. Karahalios has been 
a Sunday School teacher for 52 consecu
tive years and has served as Philoptochos 
president for four years. 

Jim Gremanis of Rock Island, IL has 
been elected to the rock Island-Milan 
School Board. 

John L. Lampiris, a certified public 
accountant in the Weston/Wellesley (MA) 
area, has successfully completed a quality 
review of his accounting and auditing prac-

tice. The American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants has thus acknowledged 
the high ethical standards and quality of his 
practice by enrolling Mr. Lampiris in the 
AICPA-approved practice monitoring pro
gram. Firms enrolled in these programs 
must have an independent review of ac
counting and auditing practices every three 
years. Mr. Lampiris is also a member of 
Axion and the Charles River Rotary Club. 

Colonel Peter and Helen Derzis of 
Arlington, V A recently celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary. Mr. Derzis is a 
past supreme president of AHEPA, and a 
former colonel in the U.S. Army, retiring 
as commandant of the Army Intelligence 
School at Fort Holabird, MD. He and his 
wife, the former Helen Matsos, are active 
members of the St. Katherine's parish in 
Virginia. 

Reverend and Mrs. Spyros Mourikis 
marked their 50th wedding anniversary 
recently at the Holy Cross Chapel in 
Brookline, MA, where they received the 
blessings of the Church in a ceremony of
ficiated by Bishop Methodios of Boston. 
Father Mourikis is the protopresbyter and 
now former pastor of the St. George Church 
of Hyannis, where he continues to reside 
following his retirement after 47 years as 
an active priest in the Greek Orthodox 
Church . 
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