
THE CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS 

Christmas. Throughout Christendom, 
East and West, we celebrate the birth of 
Christ with glittering lights, carols, parties, 
gifts. A joyous time for young and old alike. 

It was not always like this. 
In the early centuries, the Christians did 

not celebrate Christmas. In the ancient 
world, few people had the day of their birth 
recorded, and even fewer remembered the 
birthdays of people who had become fa
mous in their adult lives. Only the sons of 
reigning monarchs were among the few 
who had their dates of birth recorded and 
remembered. Not surprisingly, in 245 A.D., 
Origen, one of the greatest Christian theo
logians, condemned the idea of celebrat
ing Christ's birthday "as ifhe were a Pha
raoh." 

It was not the only reason. Theologians 
disagreed about the date Christ was born. 
Around 200 A.D. Clement, then bishop of 
Alexandria, recorded in one of his writings 
several speculations about the date and 
condemned them all as unholy supersti
tions. There was a good reason for the un
certainty. Two of the Gospels, those of John 
and Mark make no reference at all to the 
birth of Christ, while Loukas and Matthew 
give no date but only identify Bethlehem 
as the place where Christ was born. Lou
kas has the story about the shepherds and 
the manger, Matthew mentions the Magi 
and the escape to Egypt. 

Until the Fourth Century, the Christians 
celebrated on the 6th of January the day of 
the Epiphany, Christ's baptism bv John the 

I By Prof. D.G. KOUSOULAS I 
Baptist. They regarded the Epiphany as the 
beginning of Christ's ministry on Earth and 
a kind of spiritual birthday, much more sig
nificant than the physical birth. 

It was only around 354 that theologians 
in the West chose December 25 as the day 
of Christ's birth possibly because on De
cember 25 the followers of Mithras- an
other mystery religion at the time-----cele
brated the feast of natalis invicti solis, the 
birth of the unconquered sun. In any event, 
on the same year 354 Philocalus in his cal
endar mentions December 25 as the date 
of Christ's birth. In the East the celebra
tion of Christ's birth was introduced around 
376 by St. Basil. A few years later St. John 
Chrysostom in a sermon given in 386 said 
that "not even ten years have passed since 
the feast of Christ's Birth became known 
to us." 

He called it, however, a "cardinal (mit
ropolitiki) holiday". A generation later, in 
431 by an Edict of emperor Justinian, the 
celebration of Christmas on the 25th day 
of December was established throughout 
the East--except in Armenia where Christ
mas was celebrated together with the 
Epiphany on January 6. In the West, the 
25th of December was already widely ac
cepted. 

Coiorfull customs 

In the following centuries, the celebra
tion of Christmas became part of a twelve 
day festive period including the New 

Year's Day and of course the Epiphany on 
the 6th of January. In the East, the religious 
observance started forty days before Christ
mas with a period of fasting which to this 
day many of the faithful continue to fol
low. 

Many of the customs people in Greece 
continue to enjoy to this day can be traced 
to the Byzantine times. Of course, with ur
banization and the exposure to new cultur
al influences some old customs are fading 
and can be found only in the villages while 
other new customs have been adopted
the Christmas Tree being one of them. 

Both in the villages and towns of Greece 
young children go out in groups on Christ
mas Eve from house to house signing the 
"calanda", Christmas carols whose origin 
is lost in time. Some of the children carry 
small drums, flutes and metal triangles 
which make ajoyful tingling sound as they 
accompany the singing. The lyrics are sim
ple and the music rather plain but they have 
the force of a long tradition. More recent
ly, especially in the larger towns and cit
ies, groups of young adults parade through 
the streets signing melodious Christmas 
songs, some of them brought in from the 
West. The children and the young adults 
are given small gratuities in appreciation. 

In the villages of Western Macedonia 
in Northern Greece, on the 23rd of Decem
ber the children gather in the square, brin
gir bundles of wood and kindling to light a 
large fire, with a high pole perched in the 
middle. When the fire starts blazing, the 
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children fonn a circle and begin to dance 
signing the "calanda" (they call them "co
lianda") and playing their flutes and trian
gles. It is said that the lighting of the fire 
and the joyful sound symbolize the watch 
of the shepherds on Christmas night. 

The Christmas Dinner 

Practically everywhere, the housewives 
prepare for the Christmas dinner a special 
loaf of bread called "christopsomo", its sur
face often decorated with various shapes 
made of dough. 

For instance, in the Kozani area, a sep
arate loaf dedicated to the land and the 
sheep has the shape of a harness and is kept 
nailed to the wall until the next Christmas 
for good luck. 

Lately, in Athens and the larger towns, 
many families buy the "christopsomo" in 
bakeries which shape the loafs very artisti
cally. For the dinner itself the customary 
meat is pork although lately in the cities 
many families feast on turkey. The Christ
mas table includes, in addition to the Christ
mas loaf and the main course, walnuts, al
monds, pomegranates, honey and dried 

fruit. Before they start eating, the master 
of the house makes the sign of the cross 
with his knife over the Christmas loaf and 
then cuts slices giving everyone a piece 
while he wishes them "kai tou khronou" 
(to be in good health next year again). In 
some areas of Greece an old custom sur
vives with the family lifting the table three 
times before they start the dinner. 

The "kalikantzari" 

In the older days and in some places 
even today, people believed that on Christ
mas Eve certain creatures known as "kali
kantzari"-similar to the goblins in the 
West-come up to Earth to play tricks on 
people during the twelve day festive peri
od, until they go back to their dark hiding 
places on the day of the Epiphany. People 
imagine the "kalikantzari" as ugly, short
legged creatures who enter the houses 
through the chimneys, spoil the food, climb 
on people's shoulders and make all sorts 
of mischief. In some areas, to ward off the 
"kalikantzari", people hang behind the en
trance door or inside the chimney a pig's 
jaw. 

Nowadays, the Christmas Tree is seen 
everywhere in Greece as much as in the 
West. A Gennan custom, the Christmas 
Tree was first brought to Greece by king 
Otto, the first king of Greece in the 1830s 
from Bavaria, his birthplace. At that time 
only a few Greek families inA the n s 
adopted the foreign custom and it was soon 
forgotten. It came back almost a hundred 
years later after the First World War but 
again it was found mostly in Athens and 
the major cities. It was fully embraced as 
a basic Christmas custom after the end of 
the Second World War when the Greek 
public came in closer contact with the Unit
ed States and Europe. 

New Year's Day 

Unlike the West, in Greece the people 
exchange gifts not on Christmas but on 
New Year's Day. And in the place of San
ta Claus-the Greek bishop in Asia Minor 
who became st. Nikolas- the Greek chil
dren ask for their presents not Santa Claus 
but St. Basil, also a bishop from Asia Mi
nor. Incidentally, the men who portray 
Basil wear a costume almost identical to 
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that of Santa Claus. 
A widely observed custom in Greece is 

the "cutting of the vassilopita", the special 
sweetened bread of St. Basil. Round in 
shape and rather large in size, the "vassilo
pita" is sliced ceremoniously by the mas
ter of the house before the New Year's Day 
dinner begins, with slices given to each 
member in terms of seniority after setting 
aside the fIrst slices for the house, st. Basil 
and the poor. Before baking the "vassilo
pita" a "gold" coin is embedded in the 
dough and whoever fInds it in his slice is 
assured of a prosperous new year. Recent
ly, more and more often, various organiza
tions, clubs, and all kinds of groups hold 
festive gatherings where they "cut the vassi
lopita". With so many groups holding such 
festivities, these gatherings take place one 
after another throughout the month of Jan
uary. Another custom is to have a young 
child come to the house and cross the 
threshold, first thing on New Year's Day 
for good luck, "to kalo podariko". Some 
people break a pomegranate also f or good 
luck. And almost everywhere they play 
cards and other games of chance. 

The Blessing of the Waters 

The twelve day holiday period ends with 
the blessing of the waters on the 6th of Jan
uary, the day ofthe Epiphany. On that day 
the Greek people observe an important cus
tom. Priests "throw the Cross" into the sea, 
a river, or a lake to cleanse and sanctify the 
waters. Then young men braving the Janu
ary cold dive into the water to retrieve the 
Cross. The lucky one who brings it to the 
surface is rewarded with the priest's bless
ing and with the privilege to go around the 
stores and houses presenting the Cross to 
the faithful for veneration and receiving in 
return small gratuities. In Piraeus (and other 
large Greek coastal cities) the ceremony 
takes an official character with the Cross 
being thrown into the water by the Arch
bishop (or the local Metropolitan) in the 
presence of the President of the Republic, 
the Premier and many other dignitaries and 
the clergy in their vestments while the boats 
and ships in the harbor, decked in flags and 
garlands, blow their whistles in celebration. 
Everywhere, holy water from the liturgy 
on the day ofthe Epiphany is brought back 
home and drunk by all members of the fam
ily. 

Although for the Greek people Easter is 
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Interbank Reports Impressive 
Nine Month Results 

Interbank of New York, a full service 
commercial Bank serving the communities 
of Queens, Manhattan, and Brooklyn, re
ported nine month pre-tax income for the 
period ended September 30, 1997 rose to 
$1.4 million; representing a healthy 12% 
increase over the related nine month peri
od ended September 30, 1996. 

John C. Rakkou, President and C.E.O. 
of Interbank, stated "Growth in our depos
it and loan base produced strong diversi
fied results. We gained market share, re
flecting sustained momentum with our cus
tomers, and continued expansion with the 
opening of our third Branch located in Bay 
Ridge, Brooklyn." This Branch has become 
the new stepping stone, helping Interbank 
reach and offer its services to customers in 
the Bay Ridge community. "I was deeply 
moved by the warm welcome and support 
extended to us by both new customers and 
old friends-especially to our Branch Man
ager, Georgia Mavrakis and her staff," stat
ed Mr. Rakkou. He added, "The new 
Branch, by far has exceeded targeted 
goals." 

In connection with the overall perfor
mance of the Bank, as of September 30, 
1997 assets reached a historic high of$132 
million; compared to $108 million during 
the nine month period ended September 30, 
1996; representing a 23% increase. Depos
its rose from $95.1 million during the third 
quarter ended September 30, 1996 to 
$117.8 million or an impressive 24%. The 
loan portfolio increased from $76.4 million 
to $95.1 million or 25% for the same nine 
month period ended September 30, 1997. 
The shareholders' equity of$12.9 million 
resulting in a capital ratio of9.8% depicts 

unquestionably the major holiday of the 
year, the Twelve Day Period beginning 
with Christmas and ending with the feast 
of the Epiphany is a major part of religious 
life, enriched even more than Easter with 
colorful and joyous customs. 

Editor's Note: This article was written 
for CHRONlKA, a publication of the Ath
ens College in Greece. 

the safe and sound financial condition of 
the Bank. 

Mr. Rakkou indicated that the contin
ued positive results of the Bank coupled 
with the support of its customers position 
the Bank well for expansion, with a fourth 
Branch planned for opening in Queens. He 
stated, "It is steady and safe growth which 
directs management-fulfilling the dream of 
its Chairman and successful businessman, 
Dimitri Contominas, whose goal was to 
establish a Bank capable of meeting the fi
nancial needs of the community, which it 
serves, and at the same time improving the 
local economy." 

Finally, Mr. Rakkou expressed warm 
thanks for the support of its customers. He 
added, "With the support and loyalty of our 
customers and experienced staff, the Bank 
reached unprecedented financial results for 
the nine month period ebded September 30, 
1997". 

For additional information about the 
Bank, you may visit the Branch nearest you 
or call (718) 777-5000 location (Astoria, 
Queens), (212) 252-8200 location (lower 
Midtown, Manhattan) or (718) 836-4500 
(Bay Ridge, Brooklyn). 
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During the Banquet at the Pla=a, His All Holiness, Patriarch Bartholomew looks on as the Archons' National Commander, Dr. Chris Philip 
(center) makes the pledge of$500,OOO to the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Left to right, Vice Commander Anastasios Manesis, Ted Demetriou, 
Secretary Dr. Anthony Limberakis, Nicholas Bouras, the National Commander and the Order 's Executive Officer, Rev. Eugene Pappas. 
Right: Nana Mouskouri kisses the icon presented to her by His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. 

The Concert For Peace: A Magnificent 
Event Highlighting Patriarch's Visit 

"You, the Archons of the Order of Saint 
Andrew" declared His All Holiness as he 
delivered His Message at the Cathedral of 
St. John The Divine, "have offered this 
Concert For Peace in honor of our Modes
ty, on the occasion of our first official visit 
to America as Ecumenical Patriarch to cel
ebrate the 75th Anniversary of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America. But we 
have come to this great country" contin
ued the Orthodoxy Leader "as much to 
honor as to be honored, as much to listen 
as to speak, to strive and indeed to give 
more than we might receive." It was a 
standing room only event at this Cathedral, 
the largest of its kind in the world that came 
to hear Nana Mouskouri sing in the pres
ence of Patriarch Bartholomew, in what 
will remain in history as the Archon-spon
sored Concert for World Peace. 

National Commander Dr. Chris Philip 
led the procession of Archons into the Ca
thedral before the start of the Concert. In
deed more than 2,500 Orthodox faithfuls 
gathered in and around the Cathedral on 
October 25, 1997, to witness the historic 
event and to hear internationally acclaimed 
singer Nana Mouskouri, a UNICEF offi-
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cial and Eurodeputy, sing her repertoire of 
memorable songs, all of which were vid
eotaped by George Veras of Veras Com
munications, the producer of the critically 
acclaimed "Yanni at the Acropolis". Chris 
Philip Jr., the National Commander's son, 
a Vice President of Sales at PolyGram In
ternational, also assisted with the project 
which will be aired over the ensuing 

months on PBS affiliate stations across the 
country. It will also air in Latin America, 
Greece and other European nations. The 
videotape shows the climax of the Concert 
when the world leader of Orthodoxy de
livers an inspired message, appealing to the 
world ' s population to strive for peace and 
human dignity, an appeal which warns the 
world of the urgency for ecological mea-

His All Holiness, accompanied by the Order's Executive Officer, Rev. Eugene Pappas walks 
in procession with religious leaders of other faiths attending the concert. 
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sures to go into effect, before disaster 
strikes. 

"I am grateful for the privilege and the 

great honor of participating with His All 
Holiness, the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartho
lomew in the special occasion celebrating 
His message of Peace, Love and Hope," 

said Ms. Mouskouri. " In these troubled 
times when Power, Greed and Self-Indul
gence are being glorified, and when Val
ues and Heroes have been replaced with 
Celebrities, we need His Wisdom, Humili
ty and Kindness to guide us." 

Both the concert and the videotaping of 
the event were underwritten by major bene
factors throughout the country. High-rank

ing religious leaders of the faiths surround
ed His All Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew and His Eminence, Archbish

op Spyridon of America, and among the 
luminaries in the audience were personag
es such as the former King of Greece Con
stantine, Peter Angelopoulos, U.N. Offi
cials and members of the Greek Parliament. 

The Cathedral of St. John the Divine is 
the largest Goth ic church in the world, sur
passing that of Charters and Notre Dame 
together. Set on a I3-acre close on Morn

ingside Heights, it is a venerable institu
tion. As an international house of prayer 
for all peoples, it seeks to lead them towards 
actual blessing, reconciliation, celebration 
of the divine and compassionate action. 

The Order of St. Andrew was also the 
sponsor of a post-Concert banquet held at 
the Plaza for Archons and their families, 
attended by a record 500 Archons, their 
guests, sponsors of the concert and their 

families. Channel 9 anchorman Ernie Anas
tos served as the Master of Ceremonies for 
the auspicious event attended by the Patri-
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Former King of Greece Constantine poses with Rev. Eugene Pappas (center) and Theodora 
Corsell, executive producer of the Concert. Right: Archbishop Spyridon speaks during the 
Banquet. 

arch, Archbishop Spyridon, the event's 
Honorary Chairman and a host of clergy. 
Concert artist Nana Mouskouri was also a 
guest at the banquet, during which Nation
al Commander Dr. Chris Philip introduced 
the speakers for the evening. 

The event began with the event chair
man, Dr. Anthony 1. Limberakis, who in
troduced his co-chairman, Nicholas 1. Bou
ras and Theodore D. Demetriou, by ac
knowledging their invaluable contributions 
to the success ofthe day ' s events. Further
more, Dr. Limberakis acknowledged the 

efforts of the Order's Executive Officer, 
Rev. Eugene Pappas, the event's execu
tive producer Theodora Corsell, Ernie 
Anastos and the Order's entire National 
Council. During the evening's proceedings, 
His All Holiness was presented with a 
pledge for $500,000, the Archons' contri
bution to the Patriarchate. In responding, 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew cited 

the Archons for their exemplary role and 
perseverance in supporting morally and fi
nancially the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
Constantinople and its various institutions. 
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Jimmie Stewart and the Essence of Hellenism 

The existential philosopher, Martin 
Heidegger, once wrote that "[ w]e might 
assert in an exaggerated way, which nev
ertheless bears on the truth, that the fate 
ofthe West hangs on the translation of the 
word EOV [being]. .. " (Early Greek Think
ing, Harper Row, New York, 1984, p. 33). 

Interesting, but my purpose here is not 
to explore this philosophy of the German 
phenomenologist, but rather to suggest that 
his dictum woeld-without exaggeration
be altogether true were the word "EOV" 

replaced by the word "Hellenism". 
This is a fact that is being heralded by 

an ever-increasing number ofthinking in
dividuals who are unencumbered by the 
constraints of egoistic, narrow self-inter
est, a herd-like conformity to mindless 
convention, or a lickspittle fear of offend
ing the masters who pull their strings. 

It is this growing awareness of Helle
nism's vital importance that recently 
prompted some Spanish members of the 
European Parliament in Brussels to put for
ward a bill that would require that Greek 
be adopted as the official language of the 
European Union. It is also just such an 
awareness of the absolute necessity ofre
invigorating life-affirming Hellenism as an 
antidote to the amoral, relativistic, life-de
nying nihilism currently infecting our 
western culture which was the subject of 
a panel discussion of West European phi
losophers and ethicists recently held in 
Athens. 

The conclusion that these deeply con-

I By ARTHUR N. FRANGOS I 

cerned and caring persons came to can best 
be summed up thusly: It is a contradiction 
for you Greeks to want to become more 
like us when we are all of us in desperate 
need of the moral and ethical direction that 
only your Hellenism and Orthodoxy can 
give us! (Yes, Orthodoxy was recommend
ed as vital to the solution by some of these 
foreign panelists, one of whom said that 
"were Plato and Aristotle alive today, I 
believe they would fall at the feet of Christ 
as their savior.") 

Now just what is this "Hellenism" that 
most of us love to refer to? How interest
ing it would be to put that question to a 
large number of Greek-Americans. I'll ven
ture a guess and say that most replies would 
truly amaze-and in my case at least-sore
ly disappoint us. 

At this juncture let me assure the reader 
that I have no intention, in this short arti
cle, to expound on the word Hellenism. One 
could write books on the subject; just as 
books have been written on such words as 
"justice," "piety," "virtue," "logos," and 
others. No, my intention here is to show, 
as simply as 1 possibly can, the kind of 
world our children can expect to live in de
pending on whether or not Hellenism plays 
its unique role in its becoming. You see, I 
truly believe that we are living dyuring a 
watershed period of history, and that either 
the abyss or the mountaintop lies before us. 

Now how does one inform as to what 
our world with or without the influence of 
Hellenism will be like? More than that, how 
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does one do so and still hold the attention 
of the typical reader who in all likelihood 
has no interest in philosophical matters? 
Happily, for me at least, the Holiday Sea
son brings us the answer in a clear and easy
to-understand manner. For the difference 
between the yea-saying, cultural vitality of 
Hellenism, and the sterility ofthe nay-say
ing, culture-destroyers who fear and de
spise her, is juxtaposed in sharp and star
tling relief in Frank Capra's film It's A 
Wonderful Life, which is usually televis.ed 
over the Christmas and New Year holidays. 

Here, in this film, starring Jimmie Stew
art, one can, without having to visit the 
stacks at one's local library, witness an 
exposition of the struggle between those 
who would manipulate us into an abject 
idolization of our large intestines, and those 
who believe fervently in mankind's God
given destiny to rise above the downward 
pull of dross flesh to a true reality which 
the Creator allows us to glimpse through 
the prism of Hellenism. This unusual film 
shows us with stark and convincing imag
es just what kind of worlds these two op
posing ideologies produce. 

(I say "unusual" because the ruling 
Malevolent Minority in this "democratic 
republic" of ours has decided that-as one 
example-all kinds offilms about Ben Hur 
and Moses be televised to the "boobs" over 
Easter and Christmas but none about 
Christ! The fact that it's A Wonderful Life 
is still being shown means that they have 
obviously overlooked or not understood the 
cultural importance of this film, and one 
can be sure that when they do it will no 
longer be televised.) 

For those of you who may not have seen 
this film, it is the story of a man who is the 
embodiment and end-product of all the 
good that our Helleno-Christian culture has 
produced. This man, George Bailey (played 
by Jimmie Stewart), is brought to financial 
ruin by the evil machinations of the em
bodiment of all that is evil and opposed to 
our Helleno-Christian culture, Mr. Potter 
(played by Lionel Barrymore). George 
Bailey is driven to the brink of suicide and 
wishes that he'd never been born. This wish 
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is granted by his elderly guardian angel, while the Hellenic-hating, atheistic, and 
Clarence (played by Henry Travers), who "progressive" culture-destroyers chip away 
has been sent to earth to earn his wings. at our civilization while dancing to the tune 

What is of vital importance to us as the of the Malevolent Minority which is deter
inheritors and beneficiaries of the blood- mined to create a global Pottersville for 
bought culture which (and especially prior your posterity. 
to the decade of the 60s) is able to produce I will close this short piece by first re
such men as George Bailey, is that when spectfully recommending that you copy It's 
his wish "never to have been born" is grant- A Wonderful Life while you still can. If you 
ed, we are shown just what kind of a "civ- have children or grandchildrenm show it 
Jization" this Malevolent Minority I re- to them once, twice, three times a year, and 
ferred to (and in the film represented by let them know that it is their Hellenic cul
Mr. Potter) has in mind for us. ture which produces the virtues found in 

The stark and jolting difference between men and women like George Bailey. Sec
George Bailey' s peaceful, tolerant, and civ- ond, I would ask you to copy down the fol-
ilized town of Bedford Falls, and the deca- lowing quote by the 4th century A.D. em
dent, vice-infested, quintessentially evil peror Julian, who- apostate thougth he may 
town of Pottersville subsequently shown to have been- was educated in the doctrines 
him by Clarence (which exists only because of Christianity as well as in Greek philoso
George Bailey had never been born), can- phy, and who wrote in his "Oration to The 
not help but bring to mind the difference Uneducated Cynics" (vi 195 C) the follow-
between the neighborly, tree-lined pre ing: 
1960s America that some of us may re- Then never think, my friend, that you are 
member, and the corrupted horror of free while your belly rules y ou and the 
present-day 42nd Street in New York City, part below the belly, since you will then 
or the " liberal" MTV world our children have masters who can eitherfurnishyou 
are exposed to daily. the means of pleasure or deprive you of 

That is your choice, dear reader: A re- them. 
birth of our timeless Hellenic cultural val- Perhaps you may wish to think of this 
ues and a Bedford Falls America, or a con- quote the next timew you are watching the 

gremming our "masters" are to prepare us 
for the godless New World Order (another 
way of saying Pottersville) they are so busy 
creating while we sleep. 

Meanwhile, allow me to wish you a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy, 
and Prosperous New Year. 

Arthur N. Frangos 
Athens, Greece 

Merry Christmas 
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A Short Story 

TO 
VISIT 

ORTHOPOLIS 
The Ideological, Spiritual and Cultural Conflict 

Perplexing the Greek-American Community 

I By STEVEN P. STAMATIS I 

Following is a "short story", titled 
a "Visit to Orthopolis" by Steven 
P. Stamatis. As we have repeatedly 
stated in the past, we do not nec
ceserily agree with opinions and 
ideas expressed by contributing 
writers. "Visit to Orthopolis" epit
omizes the issues presently under 
discussion across the country 

among the first, second and third 
generation of Greek-Americans. 
Mr. Stamatis' story reflects the 
ideological, cultural and spiritual 
confrontation within our Commu
nity, a conflict accelerated after the 
forced retirement of Archbishop 
Iakovos, the appointment of a new 
Archbishop, the dismantling of our 

Church of North and South A mer
ica, the Patriarchal visit and other 
developments. We hope that Mr. 
Stamatis "short story" will be a 
positive contribution to a civilized 
dialogue and we invite our readers 
to express their impressions and 
opinions. 

The Theodores love autumn.Each year about this time they 
jump in the car on short notice and drive out towards what's left 
of open country in the mid-west.They enjoy the snap of the air 
in colorful surroundings and the crackle under their feetas they 
make a path through wooded areas.Isolated farms that fill the 
landscape are always inviting to them with the fresh farm 
stands-never a shortage of com, tomatoes, apples, and the like. 

This year they pledged to be different.They ventured out Sat
urday morning toward Michigan-truly uncharted driving ter
ritory for them.Ordinarily, this outing would be a one-day event 
because of Sunday liturgy, football and other chores.But this 
trip was to take the whole weekend and would include an expe
rience that would haunt them for years to come. 

Our story begins around mid morning near the Michigan 
border.Northbound around the lake, the natural beauty unfold-

As a disciple of both Hellenic and American cultures, the writer of 
this story, Mr. Steven P. Stamatis has grown comfortable with a 
clear dichotomy between Hellenic values and spiritual growth. His 
educational background includes two years Theological Seminary 
at Brookline, Ma., B.A. University of Illinois, M.A. DePaul Univer
sity, Chicago life-long involvement with the church: Sunday School 
director, Choir, athletic director, board member, missions. Found
ing member of Orthodox Christian Laity. Published poems, numer
ous articles. Currently President of a commercial printing Firm. 
He was born in Messinia, Greece and emigrated to Us. at 8 years 
old. He resides in Addition, Illinois. 
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ed before them, a canopy of color enveloped the car as it headed 
North. Toula traced a route with her finger on the map, and the 
decision was made to stay on 196N and head for Holland.As 
they drove on through the open country, the radio signal weak
ened and annoying static replacedthe music. So, Peter turned it 
off and began to savor the scenery around him. 

The church had been on his mind since the recent appoint
ment of a new archbishop in America.The Orthodox faith was 
important to both of them as it represented an integral part of 
their life. They had met at a church youth (GOY A) function 
many years ago and had become active in social and religious 
affairs at St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church.They ultimate
ly married in the same church-a traditional "Greek" affair with 
all the trimmings including ethnic dances, abundance of food 
and sweets, clinking of glasses and so on. 

Peter was thinking of these things as they drove through Saug
atuck in silence.It was a kind of review of life that sometimes 
occurs unannounced at the strangest times to midlife people. 

"So, what do you think of the new archbishop?" he asked, 
breaking the silence. 

Toula's eyes opened as she raised her arm over her brow 
shielding herself from the strobe of sunlight through the trees. 

"Oh, 1 thinkthis is a great time for our church," she said quickly 
before a yawn took hold. 

"I mean, he's not only young, but has great command of 
English, and he knows our life style having lived here ... " 

"1 know what you mean," Peter interrupted."I think he real-
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izes that the church is finally moving toward an American iden
tity." 

They were excited that meaningful changein our church was 
imminent-that Orthodox Christian Laity objectives have driv
en themselves to the consciousness of the faithful during the 
past ten years.A renaissance was truly anticipated; the church 
was at last going to direct its ministry to the American ethos and 
find ways to express the faith to the evolving profile of Ortho
dox Christians in America. 

Indeed, after numerous meetings with lay and clergy across 
the country, one felt that a sincere line of communication was 
established to openly discuss many issues that were previously 
deemed inappropriate. The archbishop listened intently to laity 
goals such as restoration of the diaconatelevel of ministry for 
both men and women, the English language issue, full disclo
sure of churchproblems and finances, restoration of the role of 
the laity in the selection of priests and hierarchs- in short, a 
coordinated stewardship between clergy and laity.He listened 
to these concerns with warm eyes and a pastoral heart calling 
for studies and proposals for consideration. He cautioned that 
our church is not a church of "change," but rather, a modem 
witness to apostolic truth , and that liturgical and theological tra
ditions cannot be compromised to suit contemporary appetites. 

OCL officials applauded his position as defender ofthe faith . 
After all, they never attempted to challenge these fundamental 
verities of the faith . The archbishop did acknowledge that Amer
ica had some special needs and did not hesitate to announce that 
an effort was already under way to provide official translations 
of liturgical texts . 

Peter' s enthusiasm was, however, dampened by recent ru
mors that the archbishop was moving in the opposite direction 
by taking more control of the church and laying the groundwork 
for a new spirit ofadministration guided by a foreign agenda. He 
was also troubled by the swift ecclesiastical decisions which 
subdivided the northern hemisphere into smaller units without 
any conciliar process to which American Orthodox had become 
accustomed through the clergy-laity congresses. 

Heavy clouds moved in to cover the sun as a haze developed 
in the distance. Some shafts of light broke through smaller clouds, 
but the car was definitely headed towards overcast 
conditions. Peter' s attention now shifted to changing conditions 
before them.Several miles later visibility deteriorated during a 
downhill segment as a mist covered the road ahead. Peter turned 
on his lights, but conditions worsened.A dense fog blanketed 
the area and traffic speed was reduced to a walking pace. They 
could barely see the tail lights aheadif they stayed close 
enough .Toula scanned the radio for weather information but 
found the usual static across the whole band.Peter' s watch 
showed 10: I 0 and visibilitywas approaching "O".He was forced 
to follow the car in front of him at about 8 m.p.h. for the next 
hour. The cathedral tail lights seemed to pull them along slow
ly- at times they felt they were not moving at all , just suspend
ed in air: they and the taillights in front. 

"This is awful" Toula said with a delayed sense of worry. 
"Maybe we should pull to the shoulder and wait for this stuff to 
blow away. 

" I don't know," he quipped"We'd better keep moving. It' s 
more dangerous to stand still off the road." 
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Suddenly, the car in front began to pull away quickly, and 
the cathedral lights diminished their beacon fading instantly in 
the distance. 

"Why would he accelerate like that so suddenly? Maybe he 
saw a clearing ahead" Peter thought. 

By now he was barely moving as the edge of a gravel road 
became his only guide. They continued inching along for a few 
minutes until a sudden gust of wind shook the whole car as though 
a giant was toying with it. Pockets 

"I think the sign means that the town will get its charter in 
2005." 

She made a lot of sense for the moment.But behind the con
tour of his ribs a feeling swelled similar to the sensation of a 
roller coaster dive.He looked at her as she sat next to him trying 
to find 'Orthopolis' on the map.Furrows of terror developed on 
her brow as she starred out the window.She didn't believe it 
either. 

Peter put it in drive and began to cross the intersection. The 

of visibility began to appear allow
ing them to see parts of the road and 
some grassy areas. Soon, the fog 
magically lifted revealing an isolat
ed gravel road before them with a 
signpost off to the side. 

Peter did not remember leaving 
196 or how they came to be on a 

"Spiritualleadership must 
emanate from a loving, humble 
and sincere spirit that knows 
not the glory of wordly power". 

street sign read "Holy Trinity" while the 
intersecting street read "St. 
Vladimir."The hot flush had left him a 
cold sweat around his neckJust ahead 
the road widened and seemed recently 
paved.They noticed a service station to 
the right and both realized they had to 
talk to someone! 

gravel road, but anyway, they were safe and felt sure they had 
arrived in Holland.So, he drove up to the intersection and ven
tured out to read the sign. 

"Welcome to Orthopolis, Village of order and balance, char
tered 2005 ." 

"Well, what does it say? Where are we?" Toula yelled from 
the car."Why are you just standing there, are you OK?" 

She quickly climbed out and ran to him to hear a quiet hys
terical laughter he could not control. 

"There must be something wrong," he reassured 
himself."Let's get into town and check this out-it must be a gag 
with Halloween coming up." 
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"Hey! Nice condition! Is it a '95 or a 
'96 Olds?" said a youthful attendant in a jump suit as he came 
near to gloat over the details of the car. 

"Actually, it's a '94-Say, do you have today's paper?" 
"Wow, a ' 94! You know this old car can bring in some nice 

money for you-Yea, there's a paper, come in the office." 
As they walked inside the office, Peter did not notice a young

ster approach the candy machine; he touched the picture of his 
choice and then the product fell below.Peter's eyes were fixed 
on the tabloid being handedto him .The banner read "Orthopolis 
Joumal."His eyes quickly raced to the date line: Saturday, Oc
tober 22, 2017. 

The paper fell from Peter's hands as the young man held onto 
his arm and pointed the way to an adjacent waiting room.He 
was not accustomed to unscheduled visits from travelers break
ing through the valley fog.Conditions have to be just right for 
this to happen .. 

"Please sit here and relax for a few minutes.Mr. Isichos will 
come soon to talk with you, he will explain many things, so 
don ' t be alarmed." 

He showed both his palms to settle their agitation as he care
fully backed out of the room. 

Peter and Toula sat in a state of numbness, their eyes met 
several times and confirmed that this was all very real-they 
knew no one here, and this was no gag. Peter looked at his watch: 
6:20 and he noticed the sun setting in the distance. In addition to 
his disorientation, he was also silently struggling with the 6 hours 
that had elapsed since they first drove into the fog; he didn ' t 
think it was more than an hour or hour and a half- so he could 
not account for the rest of the day! 

After a few minutes a well dressed middle aged man walked 
into the room-not a moment too soon for them! He was kind of 
short with a thick horseshoe of hair around the back of his head 
that cradled a shiny pate.He walked in quickly stopping before 
them with feet together followed by a slight bow of respect. 

"I am John Isichos," he grinned, "I realize youexperienced 
something you may not fully understand yet, but] am here to 
help you with your perspective. 

"What do you mean," Toula asked in a daze."Where are we 
and what's going on? 

"Please, there is nothing to worry about," John reassured them. 
"Are you Orthodox, by chance?" 

"Well, yes we are, Greek Orthodox, actually." 
"Oh, wonderful, I have a Greek heritage also; but here, we're 
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just Orthodox-l don't meanto imply that we're'less' Ortho
dox-on the contrary, we have become 'more' orthodox since 
the ethnic tags were removed from the faith some fifteen years 
ago." 

"What do you mean?" Peter asked analytically. 
"What I should say is that you have stumbled upon a show

case community ofOrthopolis where the Orthodox faith is more 
important than one's ethnic heritage and culture. After all, more 
critical spiritual issues such as immortality, theosis and an obli
gation to one's faith and neighbors, override ethnic identity." 

Fearing that the guests had become utterly confused by the 
host's opening remarks, he began once more in a calmer tone. 

"What] am saying is, the ethnic and cultural elements which 
were an integral part of the faith in the 20th century, have finally 
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been removed-not discarded, mind you, just removed from the 
body of faith." 

Toula had been patiently trying to break in and rationally 
contribute, but a sudden rush of emotion overtook her. 

"But what about the needs of Orthodox from different cul
tural backgrounds?I mean ... 

Greek people go to the "Greek" church-it makes them feel 
culturally comfortable!And what about the others? .. " 

It has been many years since the ethnic roots of the faithful 
have been addressed in church," John interjected reassuringly."If 
the faithful wish to upholdtheir respective traditions and cus
toms, they do so in their own cultural centers, such as the Serbi-

In Orthopolis the Orthodox faith 
is more important than one's 
ethnic heritage and culture. 

an Club, The Ukrainian Center, Greek Council, and the like.They 
are separate centers that deal with letters, history, scholarship; 
museums and halls where lectures are delivered and films 
shown.For example, the Greeks still observe their independence 
day, an event they hold dearwith their cultural identity. But these 
things have nothing to do with the spiritual life of the church.You 
might say the church is kind of 'generic' and is orthodox 
centered. We learned a valuable lesson back in the nineties and 
into the tum of the millennium. 

"What was that," Peter interrupted. 
"Well, there was great focus on Orthodoxy into the Tum

not only by Orthodox people, but other Christians looking to the 
Orthodox church for spiritual validity. The' insiders' already knew 
to what camp they belonged; but the 'outsiders' ran into a con
fusing maze of ethnic operatives that rebuked them and made 
them feel unwanted. Why, when I think about it, it's surprising 
we were able to see clearly as Orthodox and keep the faith.Thank 
God for the converts!They have rekindled the embers of our 
faith and pointed the way to the glow of our own spiritual heri
tage. We embraced them as brothers and sisters of the faith re
gardless of their ethnic background." 

"O.K.! Let me get this straight," Peter asserted. "You mean 
in this community there areno Greek, Serbian, Russian or other 
jurisdictional orthodox churches?' 

"Yes, that's right.They are "Orthodox" churches, canonical
ly correct and hold a stronger claim to apostolic succession and 
not confused with misleading tags that celebrate exclusionary 
worship." 

"So, Orthodox unity has finally occurred!" 
"Precisely! But it wasn't easy." 
"You mentioned earlier about ethnic cultural centers. How 

are they working out?" 
"Oh, yes! You see this community encourages its people to 

maintain strong traditional roots-very much like out forefa
thers did in the 20th Century. The difference is they did it through 
the church. Then, the church was necessary to keep the immi
grants together in a foreign and sometimes hostile land.Ethnic 
solidarity had more priority than religion. Most adults did not 
really have a spiritual thrust to their faith.It was a belief system 
they inherited and took for granted while focusing their main 
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attention to retaining their language and cultural practices.Now, 
we have realized that the church is necessary to keep the faithful 
together.With so many religions and cults in the country, we 
have been able to coalesce into one Orthodox body and keep 
our focus .. " 

"Are you saying that Greek people in the 20th Century were 
not religious?" 

"Yes, for about two thirds of it- Oh, 1 don ' t mean that the 
church did not playa major role in their lives. It did! But it was 
used to validate a social order.You see, up until the 1960' s and 
1970 ' s the Greek Orthodox Christians were not marching to
ward spiritual development. The liturgical ritual , although in 
Greek, was understood by few immigrants and fewer Greek
Americans.And beyond the ritual, there was little reinforcement 
offered to build the faith . Nevertheless, it seemed to strengthen 
ethnic values rather than spiritual ones. When one looked up 
from the nave he saw an approving stare from a Greek Panto
crator." 

Mr. Isichos looked at his watch and quickly assumed his du
ties as a host. 

" I must apologize to you both!Here you ' ve had an exhaus
tive journey and 1 am tiring you more with all this talk about the 
church. Please be my guests for the night- get some rest and 
we'll talk more tomorrow. We ' ll go to church too! " 

Mr. Isichos ' aide helped them into a car parked outside. The 
doors opened at the click of a button, although the tourists were 
not impressed- they had enough trauma and change for one 
day; it was time to tum everything off. 

********* 
A wedge oflow-flying Canadian honkers awakened them in 

the morning.Peter checked the information monitor on the big 
screen in the wall.At a glance he saw that it was barely 7:30 and 
55 degreesand a list of churches with services and times began 
to show: 

Holy Trinity Cathedral:Liturgy-8 :30 
DivineLiturgy- l0:00 
Liturgy- 2:00 

" Look, Toula, the Cathedral has three liturgies today! What 
do you think is the difference between a liturgy and a divine 
liturgy? 

" I don ' t know," she yawned, " 1 think maybe we'djust better 
leave, we don ' t know what's going on here.Let's go and eat 
something, on the way back." 

" Honey, look! This man was nice enough to put us up for the 
night.Let ' s find out what we can for a while-see our car is still 
where we left it across the street." 

Mr. Isichos was already in the restaurant near the lobby. He 
was sitting in a booth facing another gentleman in black and 
sporting a sculptured beard. When the two walked in John waved 
to them . 

"Oh, Good morning! You're up earlier than I thought, did 
you sleep well? 

The pair nodded all the while eye-balling the man in black. He 
didn ' t exactly wear a priestly collar, but on closer examination 
he wore a white turtleneck under a black collarless shirt. 

"Please join us! I'd Like you to meet Fr. Andrew Ikanos from 
the cathedral.Fr. Andrew, Please welcome Peter and Toula
they came to us through the fog." 

DECEMBER, 1997 

"Ah! You must be terribly confused about our community ." 
"Yes, I' ll say!- for openers, I just don ' t know what hap

penedto the last twenty years" declared Peter, "Just flew in a 
flash! " 

The other two chuckled politely as though at a funny story 
they had heard before. 

"Well, what you do say. Let's order some breakfast," Father 
beamed. 

"But Father, don't you have to liturgize?" 
"No, not until 2 o'clock, I have the last one today." 
" But still! You ' re going to eat? 
"Of course, you don't expect me to wait a whole day before 

putting something in my mouth!" 
They didn ' t know what to say.Mr. Isichos continued in his 

quiet academic tone. 
"As I was about to tell you last night, the church is the center 

of our spiritual life, and nothing more- and the diocese is the 
center of administration . The diocesan council, which is elected 
by the whole orthodox community by a special assembly every 
two years, holds the administrative reins of the diocese. Without 
getting into details at this time, suffice it say that in our commu
nity, we enjoy true stewardship.From the diaconate program, 
the chanters, choirs, office staffs, cleaning and maintenance, 
through the acolytes in the altars- these are all volunteer ef
forts! ' 

"How do you become a deacon?" Toula asked. 
"There is a 2-year evening program at the cathedral that both 

men and women can attend. 

~ ... ' ... .. 
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It is a comprehensive study of the orthodox faith through 
historical, theological and liturgical perspectives." 

" It ' s really a great program," Fr. Andrew adds, "When you 
finish, you get an associate degree in Theology, and the diocese 
can place you in any number of communities.I don't know what 
I would do without the two I have at the Cathedral. 

" ... And both men and women can become diaconate stew
ards! Oh, yes, we crossed that hurdle some years ago.Of course, 
most deacons enjoy their ministry and don 't have aspirations 

America, America, God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood, 
From sea to shining sea. 
"So, a task force was appointed by the bishop," John contin

ued, "composed of 2 bishops, several priests, theology profes
sors, historians, writers, poets, musicians and linguists-all in 
all a total of 50.After nine years of dedicated work, the Holy 
Spirit inspired these fine people to create a liturgy, hymns and 
prayers and other services capturing completely the beauty and 

for the priesthood. Those who wish 
to go on need to do four more years 
of study at the seminary. 

"Archdiocese? Patriarchate? 
the spirit of the original writings in 
Greek.When we first heard the "New" 
liturgy, it took our breath away!- just 
like the Greek did to the Greeks! " " The four churches in the com

munity," continued Mr. Isichos, 
"Holy Trinity Cathedral, St. Paul, St. 
Andrew and All Saints, have essen
tially the same service and celebrate 
it in English-not the English that 

Those names were symbols 
of autocracy and had no place 
in American life. ". 

Peter raised his cup to signal the 
waitress for more coffee."Mr. Isichos, 
when you say 'Council of Bishops' do 
you mean the Archdiocese or the Patri-

you might be using in the nineties- that was an abomination! 
Some of us think that the early translations (such as the ones 
you're using) were deliberately objectionable so that the tradi
tional nationalists could point to the superior medium of the 
Greek language." 

John drank a little water and took a bite of food , while they 
eagerly awaited him to continue. 

"Please understand that the liturgy in Greek was in fact beau
tiful and, well, perfect!And after repeating it for hundreds of 
years it became more perfect.Anyway, following several years 
of research, the council of bishops found it necessary that to cap
ture the spirit and the intent of the liturgy as written by Chrysos
tom, it really could not be translated.In fact, it had to be rewrit-
ten!" 

"Then the liturgy is not Chrysostom's," Toula gasped. 
"Yes, it is," reassured Fr. Andrew."When you want to com

municate exactly the same meaning in another language, you 
must use the tools that fashion the imagery and symbolism of 
that language.For example, think how awkward it would be to 
try and translate these English words into Greek: 

Oh, Beautiful, for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountains ' majesty 
Above the fruit and plain . .. 
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archate-didthey coordinate this ef-
fort?" 

"Archdiocese? Patriarchate? Those names were symbols of 
autocracy and had no place in American life. For the most part 
they play no role in the Orthodox life in America." 

At this point Fr. Andrew waived to someone a few tables 
away and excused himself.Meantime, Toula was troubled by 
something she heard earlier and felt now was the time to ask. 

"Mr. Isichos, Father said earlier about doing a later liturgy
How is that possible? 

"It was decided by the council that the liturgical experience 
ought to be more available and accessible to the faithful.So, for 
example, there is a liturgy every day where the very essentials 
of the ritual are retained lasting for a mere 30 minutes.And it is 
performed at 7 a.m. when most people can attend, since they have 
to work for a living-even in 2017! 

And the faithful attend morning liturgy wearing whatever 
clothing is appropriate for them on the way to their jobs.Oh, 
yes, the fashion shows are a thing of the past!On Sunday, along 
with two briefliturgies is the Divine Liturgy at 10 a.m. where it 
includes all the prayers, psalms, memorials etc." 

John paused briefly and tried to recollect where he left off. 
"Oh, yes, I was telling you about the Archdiocese and the 

Patriarchate abroad." 
"That's right," Peter interjected, "What happened to them?" 
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" I believe they still exist in name.The Patriarchate has been 
reduced to a small home in Istanbul, Turkey with His Holiness 
still living there under siege, short of house arrest. A small cult
like enclave in America still maintains ties, supports it and sends 
money regularly to bribe the local officials. The authorities won't 
allow any latitude for religious 

activity, so it really doesn't do anything. There are no Ortho
dox to serve locally, although it still attempts to guide the church
es under its jurisdiction abroad." 

"Well, what about the Archdiocese in New York?" Peter asked 
calmly trying to suppress the pres-

native customs which made them feel at home.The American
ized Orthodox loved him because he spoke fluent Engl ish and 
expressed genuine interest in the church ' s readiness to accept 
the American culture in which the orthodox faith needed to 
flourish. The young people liked him because he was able to 
speak their language as well." 

Mr. Isichos was interrupted by Fr. Andrew's return along with 
an attractive middle aged lady. 

"Excuse me again, may I present Irene Frankewich, presi
dent of Orthodox Laity." 

" Is this organization the same as 
sure building inside him . 

"Oh, it , too, exists! Of course, 
there is no more Towers or other 
property- All that was lost years 
ago! However, we were able to 
reopen the seminary and restore 
its academic integrity.There was 
a major fund drive back in 2005 

"The Greek government became 
more impartial to the church of 
Greece and the Patriarchate and 

OCL?" asked Toula. 
"Why, yes," Irene said. "When it 

was founded in the Eighties, it was 
called Orthodox Christian 
Laity.Throughout the years the word 
'Christian' was dropped because of 
redundancy.After all , in our belief 

distanced itself from them. " 

that made it possible.As for the Archdiocese, a handful of re
tired former Archdiocesan Council members support it.It has as 
much sway in the U.S. as the Patriarchate." 

" . .. Wait, what do you mean, a handful? What about the fair 
share programs from some 800 churches across the country." 

Peter was visibly shaken. He could understand the deteriora
tion of influence at the Phanar and political restrictions from the 
government; he could explain to himself the SOO-year passion 
for keeping alive one of the original Sees of power; but he was 
at a loss to understand the fall of the church in the U.S.At this 
point, John Isichos could not contain a burst of silent laughter. 

"Excuse me, each time I help orient people from the fog, I 
keep forgetting how the church used to be. You see, there is no 
'Fair Share' because there is no archdiocese to support in the 
U.S.- and there is no money going overseas either!Besides, in 
the late Nineties, some of us had come to realize how unfair the 
'Fair Share' assessment had become to communities, and how 
much local control was given up- this was all before the mas
sive boycott which led to the dismantling of the Byzantine style 
authoritative structure." 

"Please, you're going too fast! When did all this happen?" 
They were no longer alarmed about the time problem, nor 

was it important now how it came about and why. They both felt 
uncomfortable at these revelations, but keenly interested in the 
unfolding evolution of the church narrated to them in revealing 
installments. They were spellbound!Their host stuffed a few 
strands of tobacco in a pipe and reached for a lighter as the wait
ress came back with more coffee. 

"Let me back up a little," John Continued. Even though this 
was old news for him, he realized that for them, these changes 
were dramatic and difficult to digest; especially in our faith where 
for hundreds of years nothing changed except the use of some 
English in parishes where few understood Greek. 

"You see, by the tum of the century things sort of came to a 
head." 

'What do you mean?" 
"Well, in the late Nineties, as you know, a new archbishop 

was appointed. At first he seemed to be everything to 
everybody. The ethnics liked him because he related to them in 
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system to be Orthodox you have to 
be Christian!At any rate, during the past 30 years the laity has 
undertaken a variety of missions, from an advocacy group call
ing for the hierarchy to put its affairs in order in the Eighties, to 
coordinated stewardships with the clergy today." 

John quickly moved a few chairs to make more room for 
Irene and Father and took control of the gathering so he could 
continue. 

"I was explaining to our guests what happened to the tradi
tional church around the Turn;how the new archbishop was liked 
by mostly everyone- at least for the first few months. 

"So, what really happened," Peter asked reluctantly. From 
what he had already heard, he was already wincing at the on
coming barrage of events. He was convinced that a worse case 
scenario would ensue which must have taken place to bring the 
church to this condition. He wanted to recall the question, but it 
was too late.He really didn ' t want to hear this. 

"Diaspora," Mr. Isichos stated calmly. 
"I beg your pardon," Peter rifled back as though he missed 

the punch line. 
"Diaspora, that's the word that started it all.The problems 

amplified as terms began to be defined in different ways. See, 
you have to understand," asserted John as he leaned toward his 
guests across the table. "The hierarchy in America were from 
another place and time! Yes, some of them lived here, studied 
here and spoke fluent English ; they attended sports gamesand 
shook the president's hand-but they were NOT from our 
world.To understand their postgraduate indoctrination into the 
episcopacy and beyond, you must understand Byzantium." 

Peter and Toula were like a pair of 6-year olds confronting 
Santa Claus for the first time. They remained awestruck even 
though they had no idea where this was going. 

"For us Constantinople fell 550 years ago and became 
Istanbul.For them 'The City ' lives on and is called by its archaic 
name; the splendor and power that was Byzantium still echoes 
in the minds and hearts of these leaders as evidenced by the 
regal accutrements of their wardrobe and behavior.The resolve 
was enshrined many years ago that the Imperial Church shall 
live on and be maintained at this Holy location 'At All Costs!' 

"Yes! And there ' s a reason for that position," Fr. Andrew 
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broke in.He proceeded to draw three circles side by side on a 
handy paper napkin, while everyone looked on and waited. In 
the first circle he wrote 'The Ancient World,' in the middle one 
he wrote 'The Byzantine World' and in the last one he wrote 
'The Modem World.' 

"The Byzantine World {pointing to the middle circle} proved 
to be a necessary buffer between the other two.!t actually con
nected together spiritually the classical Greek to the modem 
Greek. In other words, it made possible the Hellenistic succes
sion into the modem era. Without the Second Rome the classical 
period would have been historically 

"Why do you say that?" Peter interrupted, "why, we are al
ready having fruitful talksabout those issues. The archbishop has 
asked us for studies and proposals on these themes ... " 

"Yes, we know, there was a blizzard of paper from the Nine
ties-Ali these papers, studies, and those clergy-laity gather
ings every 2 years. What an insult! Hierarchical stonewalling 
became flagrant as the die was cast that was to shape the church 
of the 21 51 Century. The hierarchy showed little regard for regu
lations, procedures and bylaws -they felt all those rules and 
guidelines were for us, the laity, not for them.The buzzwords in 

the Nineties were as old as man
cut off from modem Greek culture.!t 
would have been looked upon by 
academics as a Golden Era, but one 
which celebrated Pantheism, a rigid 
class structure, slavery and 

"The new Archbishop came here 
with an impossible agenda. " 

kind itself: money and power!The 
Patriarchate needed huge sums of 
money to pacify Turkish authori
ties and continue to exist.It also 

sacrifice. Constantinople brought the ancient Greek into the 
church and Christianized him, making him a whole person. With
out Constantinople Reason would have been the religion of the 
Greeks." 

" So, what I was saying," John continued, Constantinople is 
the hub of the wheel, and the further away you go, you become 
distant provinces scattered throughout the world. Hence, the term 
Diaspora: scattered away from the center of the faith.So, in ef
fect, what we had just before the main Tum was a hierarchical 
grab for control of the church in America.The archdiocese was 
dismantled as you know, just before the new archbishop was 
enthroned.New restructuring got under way right under our noses 
without a word from the church, and without any announce
ment or discussion with clergy or laity.Just think of it!A group 
of hierarchs imposed a foreign agenda that impacted the religious 
lives of over 2 million Greek Orthodox Americans! Meantime, 
they pretended to listen to our concerns and patronized the laity 
on irreconcilable issues, while all along, their attention was in
delibly fixed to an imaginary drone of a bygone empire; and 
they even called us 'Xenoi' (foreigners) in our own country!" 

Fr. Andrew was visibly moved by this and felt the need to 
explain further. 

"Well, it was actually an act of desperation! Political attempts 
in the U.S. to bring about a sense of fairness in Greco-Turkish 
affairs failed.It became clear at the end of the century that u .S. 
foreign policy favored Turkey because of strategic demograph
ics and power balance in the region.Meantime, the Greek gov
ernment became more impartial to the church of Greece and the 
Patriarchate and distanced itselffrom them.Consequently, finan
cial support of the Patriarchate diminished dramatically at a time 
when the Turkish government began to tighten its stranglehold 
on the Holy See. Ironic, isn't it?" Father paused. 

"What do you mean? " Toula asked. 
"Here you people have been fighting in vain for over 50 years 

to get rid of ethnic baggage, and the church resists all this in 
defense of the status quo at an enormous price.And what does 
the Greek government do? It turns its back on the church! What 
a betrayal!So, youlay people in nineties with your bold agenda 
of renewal and reform! You are in store for a rude awakening if 
you think you can get 'serious' dialogue on issues like female 
diaconate, partnership with clergy, church unity, accountabili
ty ... " 
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needed money to exercise leader
ship over much of the orthodox world. Where was all this mon
ey going to come from? The U.S., ofcourse!From those wealthy 
Greek-Americans. And the Patriarchal robe stretched out to cover 
the United States in an instant sweep. Byzantium was alive and 
well-it just needed a new friendly base of operation! 

"John was right," Irene jumped in."It was a fatal miscommu
nication from the very early years. When the laity spoke of a 
coordinated stewardship, it meant just that: a partnership where 
clergy and laity would work hand in hand for the church and its 
ministries. When the hierarchy heard 'coordinated stewardship' 
they perceived the laity to present itself as an agency of cooper
ation under an umbrella of obedience.They did not regard the 
laityfor one moment as a 'partner' to whom they must be ac
countable, but rather, as a pool ofloyal subjects coming forward 
with money and talents in the spirit of blind voluntaryism." 

Peter became agitated.He was convinced they missed one 
major point. 

"But the laity established in the Eighties that there was his
torical precedent in the church tradition which allowed for a 
'synergy' with clergy regarding governance of the church." 

I mean, look at the privilege the laity suddenly acquires dur
ing ordination ceremonies. Following the petitions and prayers, 
the candidate and clergy look to the laity to validate the pro
ceedings and anxiously await their word of approval: 'AXIOS!' 
(Worthy).According to tradition, if just one person objects to 
the elevation of a layman to the clergy, or a priest to a higher 
level, the ordination is aborted until the matter is investigated. 

"So, why doesn't the laity have the same input in other af
fairs of the church?How can one person have such an honorable 
place in the Sacrament of Ordination, and yet, in other matters of 
governance, he's impotent?" 

"Yes, what you say is true," Fr. Andrew pointed out. "But the 
hierarchy didn't view this as a special power of the laity, but 
rather a ceremonial habit carried over throughout the ages." 

"Exactly, Father.This is not a Western idea, nor an American 
demand. It is steeped in Orthodox tradition!" 

"Yes, Peter, that may be true of the early Christian church," 
Father Andrew pointed out, "but contemporary hierarchs do not 
hearken back that far to validate their leadership. Much histori
cal evolution has occurred between the early years of the church 
where this sort of synergy did exist, and the evolving infrastruc-
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ture of clericalism at the end of the Millennium." 
"I want to get back to my line of thought," Irene continued .. 

"Again it's that multi-level perception of definition of 
terms. When OCL called for 'jurisdictional unity in the U.S. it 
meant that clergy and lay people of orthodox churches expressed 
a desire to be united into one orthodox church! But the term 
'jurisdictional unity' was an uncomfortable one to the hierar
chy. It opened up old wounds and conjured up images of territo
rial rivalries; it raised the prospect for power struggles for influ
ence and control-and other games children often play.For the 
hierarchy the term 'Pan-Ortho-

ing. Advertising messages can be deceiving, misleading, full of 
half truths and manipulatedin order to sell products and 
services. The church does not advertise! When it flexed some 
muscle back in the Nineties, this act really represented the stem 
rebuke of a parent towards its wayward children. The so-called 
'Power Grab' was viewed by the hierarchy as a necessary mea
sure to bring the orthodox church back to its orthodox roots." 

John Isichos shook his head with disagreement but did not 
interrupt as Fr. Andrew continued. 

" ... And when the women found expression for their talents 
in the work place and were reward

dox cooperation' was more 
agreeable, since, by admission, 
it has refused to make any con
cessions or take lessons from 
other jurisdiction. Besides, as 
the new archbishop stated, "We 
already have unity in the Eu
charist." 

"Don't let the church in America get 
involved in the world struggle for 
Orthodox supremacy. Stay focused 
on spreading the Orthodox Faith! 
The rest is just politics. " 

ed for it, they witnessed the break
up of the glass ceiling in many plac
es.This recognition of their talents 
led to the creation of legal safe
guards to protect these rights 
against discrimination.And this 
may have been a giant step toward 
equal treatmentof women, a great 
feeling of personal and profession-In the late Nineties OCL said 

to the archbishop: 
"Your Em inence, we need action and a leadership movement 

to rebuild 
the church. This means that the Good News of Christ in Amer

ica must be 
preached in English;the liturgy must be in English." 
"You must understand the laity stated this with profound sin

cerity, with the same sincerity that it called for accountability 
and an equal share in the governance of the church. These are 
reasonable expectations that flow freely from the Western no
tion of democracy.And herein lies the big problem!We have 
come to expect that these concepts of majority rule and proce
dures we live by in America, should also prevail in the way we 
worship.As the American culture continued to shape the third 
and fourth generations of orthodox, the stage was set for a major 
ideological conflict which caught fire in the late Nineties." . 

Fr. Andrew sat up straight about to offer a much needed sum
mary while a trustee from St. Paul's church sat at the end of the 
table. 

"My friends, the church never saw itself as a democracy, but 
rather as a Byzantine monarchy guarding in its bosom the truth 
of the faith and preserving it for all time.!t did not care about 
due process or democratic procedures or convenient packaging 
to attract the faithful. Unlike the changes in the Catholic faith 
since Vatican II, the orthodox church noticedthe subtle but steady 
Westernization of the faith during the past fifty years and boldly 
reclaimed the scepter in the Nineties. 

"It's happening in your time! (looking at Peter and Toula)
By actually moving back to its Eastern roots; away from the 
American cultural mores that softened the faithful and made them 
complacent; away from the tide of globalism, away from West
ern decadence and hedonism. So, (looking at the tourists) when 
you people clamor for the church to ' modernize' and reclaim 
the hundreds of thousands who have left the church, you must 
understand that the church really doesn ' t care about that.It won' t 
chase after them, but it will be there to welcome them back when 
they decide to return-like the Prodigal Son in scripture. 

"One of the sacred institutions of Western culture is advertis-
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al emancipation.However, success 
in the work place did not mean a green light to pursue and ex
pect positions of authority in the church. The glass ceiling in so
ciety could be cracked and broken; but the timber ceiling in the 
church remained impregnable. The church held steadfast in its 
position of benevolent chauvinism, a position that the wisdom 
of the Fathers deemed non-negotiable." 

"You said before that the church doesn't care," asserted 
Peter."I've just been listening to power and control and mon
ey-how can you want this control and not care about the num
bers?" 

"That's the contradiction," continued Fr. Andrew."The church 
was never a public relations company.It expected the faithful to 
approach it on ITS terms, not theirs.And the terms have never 
changed. But people have! The Ligonier incident where local 
bishops and priests convened to discuss the direction of the 
church in America, brought to clear focus the canonical power 
of the Patriarchate when it ruled the whole gathering out of or
der. 

"Too often the Ecumenical Patriarchate was looked upon 
only as a symbolic authority of our faith , out of touch with the 
church in America, but a ' must see' attraction on one's travel 
itinerary.The fact is the Patriarch was the commander-in-chief 
of our church and he chose to establish his authority and bring 
the church to a more traditional path. 

"So, the new archbishop in the Nineties came here with an 
impossible agenda. On the one hand, he found himself listening 
to cries offairness and due process from the laity as it pointed to 
procedural irregularities and calling for accountability while 
waiving the UPR rule book and the clergy-laity congressional 
record. 

"On the other hand, he came to America with a clear man
date to de-democratize the faith and push it back to its l2'h Cen
tury Byzantine format.The rising specter of dominance of the 
Russian church with government support behind it, dwarfing 
the presence of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, was poised to de
clare its leadership of the orthodox faith. The hierarchical struc
ture at the Phanar was not about to give up the reins to the Third 
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Rome. 
You see, Russia was quickly becoming the 'New' 

Byzantium.The Russian Church was acquiring what our church 
once had and lost. 

"After all, it was a Russian delegation from a barbarous land 
that came to Constantinople long ago to witness first hand this 
magnificent Apostolic faith; they were so moved b,~ it that they 
adopted it as their own. 

By the way, please meet James Fronimos from St. Paul's 
church. What do you think about all this, Jim?" 

"Well, I neverreally understood what was so compelling about 
the American culture that we had to reshape our faith around it; 
a culture where children have multiple parents-or no parents 
all; where responsibility and respect and commitment are words 
in a dictionary; where morals have assumed a whole grey scale 
of application.! really fear that in this country the bridle has been 
removed from the horse, and the horse has run amuck.And those 
institutions that have pandered to this decadence have been 
compromised.! feel that our church should have stood its ground 
in the presence of great social pressure to change around the 
Turn.At least in the 20th century the church stood apart, in the 
distance. It was the lighthouse offaith panning its beacon across 
the land so that we might be drawn into its safety net. I'm afraid 
what we've done is re-fashioned our church into another 
'organization' .As history shows us about change, when it oc
curs, there is always too much, too soon!" 

Fronimos' words spread over the table like a heavy blanket 
of fallout, settling painfully upon the consciousness of the new 
order. This was a new church, determined to market the faith, 
package it conveniently in a language people understand and 
make it culturally congruent to the American ethos. The West
ernization of the Greek Orthodox Church had succeeded, but 
there were those at this table who felt the loss of something deep
er, an undefined quality, too illusive to appreciate until it ' s 
gone. The damage report was not in yet, but some already felt a 
permanent loss: the link with the past had been severed.Fr. An
drew pondered this as he stared into his vacant cup. John lsichos 
broke the silence by talking directly to Peter and Toula. 

"As you can see, we are not without our problems. For some 
of us the desired effect did not occur. Yes, we now have an 
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efficient Council of Bishops where ethics and morality have taken 
the high ground, where fiscal responsibility prevails, where we 
enjoy a vastly larger orthodox community, where the orthodox 
church has finally achieved recognition as a major faith in this 
country. But as a faith we have a lot of ground to cover.Since 
the 'understanding' problem has been addressed with the use of 
English; since the laity and clergy combined their efforts to the 
church's ministries; since services have been offered at conve~ 
nient times; since women have achieved a greater role in the 
church, I had hoped the church would have swelled with people 
since they finally got what they wanted.But this has not hap
pened yet. It's a chilling reminder of a child, who after having 
exerted great pressure and anguish to acquire an object, finally 
receives it only to lose passion for it shortly thereafter." 

A conciliar quietude fell over the group where everyone took 
a moment to reflect in unison.Even other patrons noticed the 
sudden silence. Those who lived in Orthopolis came to terms 
with the changes that shaped the church . They expressed their 
feelings to 'outsiders' in a way they could not verbalize among 
themselves. James Fronimos thought about what was said this 
morning as he stared at the pattern in the tablecloth.He had doubts 
about the wisdom of dramatic change that is engineered rather 
than evolving on its own. Even though he was tolerant of the 
provincial church and its ethnic trappings, he nonetheless rec
ognized the need for modification in administration, language, 
and increased lay participation.But he did not expect the move
ment to go this far. 

Father Andrew held his chin as he reviewed the 
discussion. More than anyone else he understood the church, not 
as an organization run by people, but as a Holy Order guided by 
the Holy Spirit.He looked upon the church as the keeper of truth, 
and the hierarchsas the royal guard protecting that truth . 

Sitting next to Fr. Andrew, Irene Frankewich pulled a tissue 
from her purse to clean her glasses. Irene possessed an uncom
mon awareness of the ideological gulf between the laity and 
hierarchy as well as a keen insight into the subtleties of relation
ships between them.She understood that you just don't play out 
a mechanical expression of respect to a hierarch and then tell 
him how to do hisjob.!n short, you don ' t negotiate church mat
ters with a hierarch.Yourespectfully offer thoughts and ideas 
for him to consider as he fashion his decision. And no matter 
how familiar you become with him, there is always a line be
yond which you cannot cross. 

Across from Irene, John Isichos was also deep in 
thoughUohn represented the bulwark ofthe lay movement whose 
momentum gained impetus that finally brought down the tradi
tional church.Unlike some of his colleagues, John had little tol
erance for the idiosyncrasies of the hierarchy.As a product of 
the tumultuous Eighties and Nineties he 

was on hand to witness hierarchical behavior which cried out 
for lay intervention. 

He looked upon them as spiritual men, but often very petty, 
vain and territorial; he found them lacking in management skills 
and in desperate need of a watchdog organization to keep them 
accountable to the faithful. What he really objected to was a 
glaring arrogance, a disturbing quality, indeed, to be found in 
any clergyman. John felt it was a behavioral pattern which con
tinually remindedthe people of the importance of a hierarch. It 
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also identified the layman's role as a loyal subject rather than a 
brother in Christ.This represented an unreasonable expectation 
from a culturally emancipated, educated, success- driven, self
esteem-minded Western man. 

John kept looking to find Christ-like behavior in prelates, but 
little was found. And the content of their sermons focussing on 
the simplicity of the Gallilean was in direct contradictionto their 
own life style.Nonetheless, he was optimisticthatthese attitudes 
could be modified in time; he had great hope of moving toward 
a conciliatory condition rather than a confrontational one.He was 
bound to make them understand that, when you exhibit hubris 
and arrogance, it is necessary to exhort the faithful to be re
spectful and in awe of your presence; but when you exhibit hu
mility as a leader, the rest comes automatically. 

John embodied the position that a co-ministry between cler
gy and laity must exist to celebrate the faith in one spiritual body 
(ecclesia); that the clergy should set the spiritual tone of the 
church with the consent of the laity; and that the administration 
of the church should be a united effort in accordance with agreed 
guidelines. 

It was the insistence of this proviso that drove the crisis down 
a one-way street from which there was no looking back.After 
all was the hierarchy about to be accountable to lay people and 
give up control of the church?As for Peter and Toula, they have 
been struck with inexplicable revelations and witnessed a glimpse 
of the future that only touches a few . 

"Come, my friends," beamed John Isichos as he stood up, 
"Let's go to Liturgy at St. Paul's- it's almost two o'clock." 

"Thank you, John, all of you have been very kind, but Toula 
and I have heard a great deal in a few hours-we really need to 
digest and think some things through on the way home. With 
luck, perhaps we can visit again and stay longer." 

The visitors hugged everyone good-bye and thanked them 
for their hospitality; they wished them luck in their communi
ties and hoped the new church would evolve to spiritual 
fulfillment.They packed their bag in the trunk and began to slow
ly pull away as they answered the waving hands behind. Peter 
noticed in the mirror someone waving to them and walking quick
ly toward the car. 

It was Jim Fronimos. "You've got to tell the Archbishop and 
the Patriarch not to worry about the Russians, they are not the 
main threat to the church.Peter, don ' t let the church in America 
get involved in the world struggle for Orthodox supremacy. Stay 
focused on spreading the Orthodox Faith!The rest is just poli
tics." He wanted to tell him more, but they were calling Jim 
back, to move away from the car. 

Peter began to drive away again careful to retrace his steps 
- the same route as yesterday. 

Beneath an overcast sky they had planned to savor the beau
ty of the country in a leisurely pace that was to include some 
reflection and discussion of different things.lnstead, they fell 
into a cerebral pressure cooker full of intellectual and spiritual 
challenges which increased the weight of their baggage. 

The ' 94 Olds passed the service station and came to the fa
miliar crossroad of Holy Trinity and St. Vladimir.They crossed 
the intersection and looked for the familiar gravel road beyond, 
but none was there; instead they noticed a marker that read 196 
South. Peter made an abrupt U tum to retrace his tracks and came 
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back to the intersection, but the street signs readPine and HoI
land Drive.The bright sun illuminated the golden maple leaves 
along the road as well as the various crafts as vendors were set
ting up tables for an art fair. Peter turned the car around and took 
a paper out of a nearby vending box. The banner read " Holland 
Journal" and the date line Sunday, October 20, 1996. 

"Toula, quickly take a pad and start writing everything we 
heard here before we forget all that's happened." 

They were finally heading back through the colorful Michi
gan countryside they had passed only yesterday. They discussed 
everything as they remembered it. Toula wrote incessantly as 
they continued to recall the details. They now looked upon this 
experience, not as a bad dream, but rather a period of uncom
mon insight. They actually witnessed a scenario played out in 
its entirety from the unfolding events in the Nineties to the dra
matic changes and their aftermath into the 21 st Century. 

"What are we supposed to do now," Peter mumbled. "Before 
we talk to anyone or do anything, we must review all this stuff 
carefully. We have to talk about every event- and all their ideas! ." 

Toula didn't respond to him as she was lost in her notes, still 
writing and scratching parts out and rewriting. 

Peter continued whispering to himself, about how many oth
ers must have dropped in on Orthopolis ... where they came 
from .. . who they were. "Can we make a difference in the even
tual outcome?" he thought. "Are the faithful really concerned 
about these problems?" He looked at his watch: 2:30.ln a few 
minutes they found themselves almost alone on the open 
road. The fall colors on both sides of the highway refused to be 
ignored on this Sunday afternoon. Peter rolled the window down 
and allowed the warm fall wind to mix with the already loud 
sounds in his head. Toula looked up and yelled to him. " Did you 
notice the intersection markers back there?How do you explain 
this to anyone?" 

"Toula, what happened is truly incredible!Do you realize we 
can ' t say anything about this-who would believe us? And we 
can't bring anyone back to show anything either, 

because Orthopolis does not exist! The point is what are we 
going to do? I know, when we get home we can take an ad out in 
USA Today saying something like: 'If you've been to Orthopo
lis, call this number. '" 

"Yes, I know we learned many things about the future, but 
how reliable is all that back there?Peter, What if we imagined it 
all?" 

"How can you doubt what we heard? These were real people. 
We touched them, ate with them, listened to the historical evo
lution, to their point of view-how can we have imagined all 
that?We can use this knowledge.We can monitor the events in 
the church and see what problems develop so we can warn them 
in advance!" 

He wondered about what he just said and questioned what 
influence, if any, they could have in enlightening anyone let 
alone altering the course of events. Every novel he'd read and 
every movie he saw that had to do with time phenomena told 
him that there is nothing one can do except watch things un
fold-a kind of ringside seat at deja vu. 

The advantage Orthopolis had was that it already had shaken 
off the ethnic baggage so it could stand on its own feet as a 
viable body of faith; Peter felt it just needed time to help its 
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faithful focus on the spiritual.Indeed, all ethnic jurisdictions need
ed time to relate to their faith and elevate to higher spiritual 
levels without any special ethnic operatives competing for alle
giance.They both felt that the Orthodox Faith was the only faith 
that could claim true Apostolic succession and possessed within 
it all the components for an enduring faith the world over. 

"You know, Toula, when you think about it the Orthodox 
Faith does not need the Greek culture or any ethnic culture to 
progress as a faith.ln fact, its progress is severely hampered be
cause of the ethnic albatross about its neck. We were always told 
that the faith needed the Greek letters and heritage in order to 
survive- I think it's the other way around! The all-encompass
ing faith can express the message of Jesus Christ in any lan
guage anywhere in the world! And Hellenism and its heritage 
can take its rightful place as a secular model for the pursuit of 
excellence. And people should look for these sources in the 
shelves of letters and history, not in our churches." 

"So, why must we have an ethnic straight-jacket around the 
church? Why can't we liberate both the church and Hellenism 
from each other? Insisting that they are inseparable delivers a 
great disservice to the faith. Giving them a separate platform 
allows them to be viewed in their proper levels." It was crystal 
clear to Toula. 

"You're right, Toula.The days where the church acts as a 
catalyst for ethnic solidarity should have been over long ago. But 
how do you express these ideas to a hierarchy that's from the 
Old World? How do we go about changing these things when 
they've been in place for a hundred years in this country? Ifwe 
allow it to evolve on its own, will it? When? Will the faith en
dure until then?" 

"Well, that's the problem.lfwe remain steadfast, the foreign 
agenda they want to enforce upon us won't work- and change 
will have to come by trial or by attrition.Isn 't that better- I mean, 
to fight it out in the trenches in a spirit of cooperation from both 
sides, rather than an ideological confrontation that destroys the 
traditional church." 

"I don't know," Peter saidsoftly as he spotted a fruit stand off 
the road, "I think their minds are already made up." 

The car pulled off the road onto a grassy area near some fruit 
and vegetable stands.The fall aroma offresh tomatoes and pep
pers drew them closer as they began to exam ine the earth's boun
ty. They filled a few bags of com, tomatoes, some fresh beets 
and other items including peppers and apples .Peter loaded up 
the produce, took an apple and handed one to Toula.They bit 
into the fruit almost at the same time creating that unmistakable 
crack sound that only an apple can provide. 

The afternoon sun was weakening and receding toward the 
horizon leaving the sky behind it bathed in orange light.Soon 
this light would fade and give way to darkness almost 
instantly. They got in the car and continued their journey home. 
Toula tuned the radio to quiet classical strings that came in crys
tal clear. She leaned her head back, shut her eyes and listened to 
the lofty sounds as the unbridled wind kept changing the tempo 
through the partially opened window. 

They were heading back ... back to the closing years of a 
century . .. back to a church community in a foggy whirl of con
fusion looking for a clearing ... back to a church about to def.ne 
its future. The End 
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CONSTANTINE THE GREAT 
EXCERPTS FROM A NEW BOOK 

ON THE FIRST CHRISTIAN EMPEROR 

PART II 

CHAPTER XII 

THEARIAN 
CONTROVERSY 

GATHERING IN NICAEA 

In June of 325 they started arriving to 
the charming city ofNicaea, on the shores 
of the Ascanian lake, only a few miles from 
Nicomedia. The response to the emperor's 
call was not as universal as Constantine had 
hoped. Over two hundred and fifty came 
from the East, but only a few came from 
the West because most of the clergy there 
had no interest in the dispute which ap
peared to them too esoteric. Sylvester, the 
bishop of Rome, excused himself because 
of his advanced age and ill-health but he 
sent two presbyters, Vito and Vincentius, 
to represent him. Eustorgius came from 
Mediolanum, Marcus from Calabria, and 
Capito from Sicily. Bishop Domnus came 
from Pannonia, and Theophilus the Goth 
came on behalf of the northern barbarians. 
No bishop came from the British Isles or 

By Prof. D.G. KOUSOULAS 

from Spain. Hosius of Cordova attended, 
but as the emperor's personal adviser, not 
as the bishop of Cordova. Our old friend 
Caecilianus of Carthage came to Nicaea, 
probably interested more in strengthening 
his own position against the Donatists than 
in the doctrinal discussions. 

Constantine was pleased to see that a few 
bishops came from countries outside of the 
empire. Two came from Cherson (the 
Crimea), two from the kingdom of Arme
nia, and one from Persia. Clearly, the com
position of the Council was overwhelming
ly from the East, and Greek, not Latin, was 
the language primarily spoken by the par
ticipants. 

Eusebius has left for us a journalist's 
description of the arrival of the bishops 
accompanied by their deacons and servants, 
on carriages or mules. The public interest 
was intense not only among the Christians 
of the city but also among those who still 
dung to the ancient religion. Even before 
the official opening of the synod, the bish
ops had begun to gather in the inns where 
they were billeted, or in the principal church 
of Nicaea, engaging in debate with zest 
while waiting for the emperor to arrive. 

Full of intellectual curiosity, even pa
gan philosophers came to debate the issues 

with willing bishops. In one such encoun
ter, a bishop with little education but with 
earthy wisdom, replied to a pagan orator 
when all arguments were exhausted: 
"Christ and the apostles gave us no dialec
tical art and no vain deception but plain, 
bare doctrine which is guarded by faith and 
good works (yUJlVTJV yvcoJlTJv, 1tHHEt Kat 
KUAOt<; EpYOt<; OUAUnOJlEvTJv)." He had 
given in a few words the essence ofthe is
sue. The Christian doctrine was not sub
jectto proofby logical deduction; it was a 
matter of faith . 

THE COUNCIL BEGINS 
On the 3rd of July, the first anniversary 

of his victory over Licinius, Constantine 
came to Nicaea. Eusebius, who was there, 
has not given us a detailed account of the 
debates, but he has reported nevertheless 
the highlights of the synod in a vivid, de
scriptive language. His account of the open
ing ceremony is quite impressive. 

All the invited prelates came to the pal
ace, escorted to the great hall where rows 
of seats were set on each and took their 
places "in proper decorum" (GUV KOGJlCO 
1CO 1tpE1tOvn). As the moment of the em
peror' s entry approached expectant silence 
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fell in the hall. "The first, the second, and 
then the third of the emperor's officials 
came in, as well as others, not the usual 
armed guards but only his friends [who 
believed in Christ]." When the signal was 
given, they all rose from their seats, and 
Constantine entered. "He walked through 
the middle ofthe hall, as ifhe were a celes
tial angel of God, attired in a garment which 
was shining as though radiant with light, 
reflecting the glow of the deep red cape, 
adorned with gold and precious stones ra
diating a transparent brilliance. But this is 
about the body. His soul, however, was 
infused with the fear of God and with rev
erence, his eyes downcast, his face slightly 
flushed, his walk measured. He was taller 
than everyone else. When he had advanced 
to the front of the assembly he remained 
standing at first. A gilded seat was waiting 
for him but he did not sit until the bishops 
motioned to him to do so. And so did ev
eryone else after the king. Then the bishop 
who was standing at his right [Theodore
tus identifies him as being Eustathius, the 
bishop of Antioch] rose and gave a short 
speech, addressing the king, giving thanks 
to the Almighty God." 

After the short speech, silence again fell 
in the room as everyone waited for Con-

stantine to speak. We can understand the 
awe of the assembled prelates, many of 
them having suffered under previous em
perors, seeing now for the first time face to 
face the man who had changed the status 
and the fate of their religion. 

The whole scene was beautifully orches
trated. Constantine wanted to impress them 
enough to bring them together and end their 
offending disputes, but also to dazzle them 
with his imperial presence. 

He gave his speech in Latin to under
line the solemnity of the gathering by us
ing the official language of the empire. 
Later during the meetings he spoke mostly 
in Greek which he spoke quite well since 
he had lived in the very same area as a 
youngster for many years. 

"Gazing at all of them with tranquil eyes, 
gathering his thoughts, he gave his speech 
with a quiet and friendly voice." His mes
sage was clear. He expected them to set 
aside their disagreements and unite. His 
words reflected his superstitious fear of 
provoking the wrath of God, and his belief 
that he was indeed the chosen instrument 
of God to guide the fortunes of mankind. 
Here are a few excerpts from that speech 
as reported by Eusebius: 

"Brethren, it has long been my highest 
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desire to see you assembled and now my 
wish has been fulfilled. I publicly give 
thanks to the King of All ('tOv ~Ucrt"-EU 
'tIDV 1tUV'tIDV) who in addition to all his oth
er blessings has granted me this supreme 
blessing of seeing you all gathered togeth
er in a single spirit of concord (OIlOVOta). 

May no malevolent enemy disturb our 
present peace. At this moment when, thanks 
to our Savior God (crID'tTj pu 1tUV'tIDV), the 
tyrants who had raised their arm against 
God have disappeared, may no perverse 
devil expose the divine law to blasphemy. 
For my part, I hold any dissension within 
the Church of God as equally abominable 
as any war or battle, and much more diffi
cult to bring to an end, and I am opposed 
to such dissension more than to anything 
else." 

He concluded with a heartfelt exhorta
tion which however sounded almost like 
an imperial order: 

"Begin now to cast aside the causes of 
the dissension which exist among you, and 
eliminate the confusion caused by contro
versy by embracing the dictates of peace. 
For by so doing you will be acting in the 
manner most pleasing to the Supreme God, 
and thereby confer on me, your fellow ser
vant, an extraordinary favor." 
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It is interesting to note that he spoke only 
of the "Supreme God." He evidently did 
not want to prejudge the outcome of the 
synod by declaring in some way that Christ 
was also God, equal to the Father. And with 
notable realism he said it was more diffi
cult to bring an end to their disputes than 
to win an armed conflict. In war he knew 
how to win by force. With churchmen who 
had withstood even the horrors of the per
secution, he had to rely mostly on persua
sIOn. 

On the day Constantine had arrived in 
Nicaea, he had found waiting for him many 
petitions submitted by bishops accusing 
each other of heresy, or political intrigue, 
or too close association with Licinius. In a 
dramatic gesture, "he took out of the folds 
of his toga the scrolls, had a brazier with 
burning coals brought in, and declaring 
under oath that he had not read any of them, 

he threw them upon the fire." It was a tell
ing gesture. 

THE OMOOUSION 
Once the actual debates began, the daz

zling impression of the opening ceremony 
rapidly faded, as contention and acrimony 
took over. The first issue to be discussed 
was the divine nature of Christ. As hap
pens in large contentious conferences, three 
major groups emerged: those who sided 
with Arius, forcefully rejecting the doctrine 
that Christ the Son was a God of the same 
"substance" as the Father; those who de
nounced the Arians as despicable heretics; 
and those led by Eusebius of Cae sa rea who 
wanted to strike a balance that could pre
serve the unity of the Church. Alexander 
had brought with him from Alexandria a 
young priest named Athanasius, a man of 
small stature, thin, unimpressive, but a man 
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with a brilliant mind and magnetic elo
quence. In the course of the debates, Atha
nasius emerged as the leading opponent of 
Arius. He would carry the anti-Arian torch 
for the rest of his life. 

It seems that soon after the discussion 
started, Eusebius ofNicomedia, as the bish
op in the imperial capital, presented to the 
assembly a statement of faith to serve as 
the basis for their discussions. It was clear
ly a pro-Arian document. Many among the 
bishops rose in anger and literally tore the 
paper to pieces. It was now evident that a 
strong anti-Arian sentiment dominated the 
synod. But just as determined were those 
who supported Arius. At times the debates 
broke out into a shouting match, even in 
the presence of Constantine. 

Then, Eusebius of Caesaria, who was 
already famous for his book on the history 
of the Church and who evidently had won 
the respect of the emperor, quietly offered 
for discussion the statement of faith being 
used in his diocese at the baptism of new 
members of the Church. Constantine told 
the bishops that the statement was a good 
basis for a more constructive debate. 

Some of the sentences in the statement 
presented by Eusebius can be found in the 
formal statement of faith (Creed) eventu
ally approved by the synod. But even the 
Eusebius statement had a rough sailing. The 
major stumbling block was what it had al
ways been: the nature of Christ as the Son 
of God. They all agreed that Christ was the 
Son of God. But was he of the same sub
stance as the Father? Was he a creature of 
God, like all other creatures? Did he have 
a beginning or was he without beginning 
(avapxo<;) like the Father? For them, those 
were critical questions. They were also 
questions that could not be answered. No 
logic could really provide the answer, and 
no proof could be offered by either side. 
The answer could only be accepted by faith . 
Still, they debated as though the object of 
their debate was subject to proof. 

Eusebius leaves the impression that it 
was Constantine who offered the magic 
word 011001)0"10<;. The word meant in the 
Greek "of the same substance," "consub
stantial." Ironically the word could be 
traced to Paul of Samosata more than half 
a century before. He had been condemned 
for using this word (in addition to his pun
ishment for a scandalous life). More recent
ly Eusebius of Nicomedia had used the 
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word in arguing against the opponents of 
Arius that if they declared the Son to be 
the "true God" they would have to accept 
that the Son was of the same substance 
(O!!OO\)(Jtot;) as the Father. To his surprise, 
the opponents of Arius embraced the word 
when it was suggested by Constantine. 
Some ofArius' more moderate friends tried 
to change the word by inserting the letters 
"oi" so that the word would be "O!!Oto
O\)(Jtot;," meaning of a similar substance 
(omoios, similar), but their efforts failed. 

In the end, the statement of faith that 
was produced by the Council of Nicaea 
included the word O!!OO\)(Jtot;. It read: 

"I believe in one God, Father Almighty, 
the maker of all things, visible and invisi
ble, and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, the only-begotten ("COv !!ovoY£Vll) 
Light of Light, a True God from a True 
God, begotten, not Made, Omoousion to 
the Father who has made all things ... And 
[I believe] in the Holy Spirit coming out of 
the Father (TO £K ITu"CpOt; £K7t0P£\)
O!!£VOV) and glorified together with Father 
and the Son, [the Holy Spirit] which has 
spoken through the prophets ... " 

This was the text of the original state
ment of faith, which has come down 

through the centuries as the Nicene Creed. 
Some additions and some changes were in
troduced later, but these have not touched 
the central doctrine; above all, the omoou
sion remains. It could not have been other
wise. The Church was founded on the be
lief that Christ was the Son of God, in fact 
that he was God, a member of the Holy 
Trinity. Detracting from that belief was 
bound to weaken the appeal of the Chris
tian religion and undermine its vitality. The 
men who assembled in Nicaea, though sim
ple and unschooled many of them were in 
the intricacies of theological and philosoph
ical thinking, clearly understood what made 
their religion strong. In the Creed they 
signed, they preserved the essence oftheir 
faith. 

To make their position absolutely clear 
and to rule out any heretical distortions, 
they added a special anathema of the Ari
an doctrines. "Those who say 'Once He was 
not,' and' Before He was begotten, He was 
not,' and 'He came into existence out of 
what was not,' or those who profess that 
the Son of God is a different 'person' or of 
different' substance,' or that' He was made' 
or that He is 'subject to change- all these 
are anathematized by the Holy, AIl-em-

bracing (Catholic) Church." 
They ended the Creed with a specific 

reference to the All-embracing Church. 
"and I believe in one, Holy, Catholic 
[all-embracing] and Apostolic Church ... " 

The supporters of Arius, as well as the 
moderates such as Eusebius of Caesaria, 
found the special anathema too harsh and 
for a moment it appeared that the agree
ment might unravel. Eusebius asked to have 
one day to think about his position. But he 
had already struck a friendship with Con
stantine and he had no illusions about the 
emperor's wishes. He signed in the end but 
then he found it necessary to write a letter 
to his flock in Caesaria justifying his con
duct and explaining why he considered the 
omoousion acceptable. 

Eusebius of Nicomedia, Theognis of 
Nicaea, and Maris of Chalcedon, all old 
friends of Arius and his fellow students at 
the school of Lucian, made an effort to sal
vage whatever could be saved of the Arian 
doctrine. Apparently, Eusebius ofNicome
dia talked to his friend, the Augusta Con
stantia, Constantine's stepsister, and tried 
to enlist her help in modifying the word 
omoousios to read omoioousios (of like 
substance) but Constantine adamantly re-
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Dr. C. Papadakis 
Welcomes 

President Zemin 

Drexel University President Constantine 
Papadakis (left) greets Jiang Zemin, Presi
dent of the People 's Republic of China dur
ing his recent visit to Drexel. Jiang's son 
earned a doctorate in electrical engineering 
from Drexel. During his visit, Jiang greeted 
a Drexel professor who was a former col
lege classmate, and addressed an audience 
of studentsJaculty, alumni, and business and 
political leaders. The visit of the Chinese 
leader to Drexel and Philadelphia was made 
possible by the efforts of Papadakis, a native 
of Greece who received his degree in civil 
engineering from the National Technical 
University of Athens. 

jected the suggestion. They, too, signed the 
statement. 

Arius did not surrender. Constantine had 
to step in and openly threaten the rebels. 
Another historian, Philostorgus, has left this 
report. "When Arius" supporters refused to 
adhere to the faith of sydon, the emperor 
declared that those who refused to accept 
the general ruling of the bishops, whether 
they were priests or deacons, or other mem
bers of the clergy, would be exiled. Philo
menos, the magister ojjiciorum, the chief 
of the civil service, was assigned the imple
mentation of his order. He presented the 
formal statement offaith to Arius and those 
with him and gave them the choice of sign
ing or going to exile. They chose exile." 
Arius was sent to IIIyricum, too far from 
Egypt to cause more trouble. But it will be 
a mistake to assume that this was the end. 
His ideas remained powerful for more than 
two hundred years after his sudden death 
in 336. 
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"An Exodus of Greek-Americans Back to Greece?" 

PART I 

Never thought I would hear it from my 
father's lips. Not my father, the one who 
was desperate to get out of Greece in the 
1960s. It literally took an act of Congress 
to get us to stay in the U.S. But he recently 
blurted out that he wants to move back to 
Greece. 

What happened? 
When my family emigrated from Greece 

in 1967, the country had just been dark
ened by the takeover of a thuggish military 
junta. They were not nice folks, those 
frowning colonels with the polished hands 
and the ashen hearts. They unleashed sys
tematic terror that took many lives, jailed 
thousands more and left a stench that would 
take years from which to recover. 

That the United States may have had 
some complicity in this makes the stench 
that much greater. 

While many Greeks claimed that the 
Colonels did much to rid the country offri-

I By TASO LAGOS I 

volity and decadence (remember the hip
pie era?), this is a flimsy excuse to tum 
Greece into a giant boot camp. 

My father fought tirelessly and hard to 
get us out, and while I haven't always 
agreed with his politics, I do admire how 
much he cared for his family. It was tough 
to leave the old home; it took me years to 
fully recover myself. The trauma of the 
move left me with deep scars, which only 
began to heal a few years ago. 

While I was healing, so was Greece. 
When the Junta was finally wiped from 
power, after the debacle in Cyprus (at
tempting a military takeover of the coun
try, only to be repelled by Turkey), sanity 
could slowly return to the motherland. 
Slowly. 

That was in 1974. 
A few years later, Greece was accepted 

into the European Community (some wags 
have suggested the only reason Greece was 
allowed was to give Eurocrats the chance 
to enjoy her nice beaches!). This not only 
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allowed her exports easier access into the 
mainstream European market, but also gave 
the country a chance at developmental 
loans that would help to build desper
ately-needed infrastructure. 

(I should note that in the seven years 
under the military dictatorship, 1967-74, 
Greece's economy did improve, thanks to 
industrialization. But what's money with
out civil liberties?) 

By the nineties, despite sometimes high 
inflation and political corruption, Greece 
has managed to achieve an economic mir
acle. As I scribble this piece, the stock 
market in Athens is one of the highest 
growing in the world (right up there with 
Turkey's, ironically enough!). 

Greece is a transformed country. 
When we left the village, there was one 

phone in the entire place, many "katoyes" 
(stables) with farm animals, no indoor 
plumbing and a lot of donkeys and horses 
to get us around. 

Now the place is almost unrecognizable. 
The houses seem the same- the famous 
whitewash paint still glowing in the hot sun 
- but the similarities with the past end there. 
Indoor plumbing. Telephones. VCRs. TV. 
A video store. Cell phones. Should I go on? 

When we left the old hamlet, we stilI 
raised our own vegetables and baked our 
own bread. My aunt and grandmother still 
do this, but they're starting to get odd looks 
from their neighbors. "Why don't you buy 
the bread?!" they now joke with her. When 
I was in the village this was unthinkable. 

Greece is booming. 
For a Greek living in America, this trans

formation makes Greece almost an exten
sion of California, New York or Florida. 
Remove the weather and the language (al
though with English zipping around Greece 
with greater frequency, I'm beginning to 
wonder how true this is!), and Athens looks 
like any other modem, slick, world-class 
city. With a little more smog and fewer 
homeless folks than most. 

Going back to live in Greece is very 
tempting. And many are doing that. I'll talk 
about why in the next piece. 
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Greece and the United States 
Shared History, Battles, Values 
CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON D.C., ORGANIZED BY AHIF 

"Had Greece not stood up, the history 
of the world would have been different." 
These were the dramatic words used by 
U.S. Ambassador to Greece Nicholas Buns 

to capture Greece's contribution to world 
history during World War II. He was speak
ing at the conference Greece's Pivotal Role 
in World War II held in Washington, D.C. 

(Left to Right:) Dr. Athanasios Platias, Eugene Rossides, Dr. Dean C. Lomis, Vice Admiral 
Gregory Demestichas. Photos by BILL PETROS 

(Left to right:) Dr. Alexandros K. Kyrou, Elias P. Vlanton, Nichol~s Karambelas, Esq., James 
Warren, Dr. Yolanda Avram Willis. 
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on November 22, 1997 and sponsored by 
the American Hellenic Institute Foundation 
(AHIF) and the Foundation for Hellenic 
Studies. 

AHIF believes that in the relations be
tween states history is important. Today, 
the United States faces a daunting array of 
challenges in the Eastern Mediterranean, 

and Middle East. Without an un-

Luncheon featured speaker Paul R. Porter, 
who headed the 1949 Marshall Plan Mission 
to Greece. 

derstanding of the historical roles of the 
states of that region , it will be impossible 
to make intelligent, informed judgments 
about contemporary policy. As Ambassa
dor Buns said, history "informs us who we 
are today ." 

The conference focused on one of the 
darkest periods in recent world history. In 
1940, the fascist powers of Germany and 
Italy appeared to have Europe by the throat. 
Of the great powers only Britain remained 
engaged in the fight. The United States had 
not yet entered the war and the Soviet 
Union had struck a cynical deal with Nazi 
Germany. 

The conference speakers, however, 
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brought a different reality to life. Greece 
remained an active participant in the strug
gle for freedom. Starting with its rejection 
of the Italian demand for capitulation on 

u.s. Ambassador to Greece Nicholas Burns 
speaking at the luncheon. 

October 28, 1940, Greece defied the over
whelming military superiority of the Axis 
powers. In military terms this was a remark
able achievement. Greece was wholly lack
ing in heavy artillery, tanks, and modem 
aircraft. Its troops lacked basic equipment. 
Its back-to-the-wall struggle, however, was 
so intense that it achieved early success 
against the Italian invasion which it sus
tained for several months. Greece's valor 
drew the admiration of Lincoln MacVeagh, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's envoy in 
Athens, who recorded his impressions ' in 
many private letters to the President. 

The strategic implications of the Greek 
resistance were vital. By bringing the Ital
ian invasion to the edge of defeat, Greece 
forced Germany to divert significant army 
and airforce elements to southern Europe 
to quell the Greek resistance. The seven 
weeks it took Germany to subdue Greece 
forced the postponement of the German' in
vasion of the Soviet Union from May 15 
to June 22, 194 1. This vital delay of sev
eral weeks caused the invading German 
forces to fall victim to the Russian winter 
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Speakers of the Panel, left to right: Dr. John 0. lal1·ides. Dr. James E. Miller, Dr. Van 
Coufoudakis, Dr. S. Victor Papacosma, Dr. Constantinos Svolopoulos. 

of 1941-42. Hitler himselfbelieved Greece 
was responsible for the failure of the Ger
man invasion of the Soviet Union. The 
Greek struggle-both in its initial defiance 
of invasion and then during the subsequent 
German invasion and occupation-had many 
unsung heroes. Speakers recalled the con
tribution of the Greek army in pushing the 
Italian invaders back into Albania, of the 
Greek merchant marine in the Battle of the 
Atlantic, and of the Greek army and civil
ians in the defense of Macedonia and Crete. 
Other speakers recalled from personal ex
perience the assistance given to ass agents 

(most of them Greek Americans) parachut
ed into occupied Greece and the hiding of 
Jews from the SS. The conference also 
heard of the substantial assistance given to 
Greece by many ordinary Greek Americans 
through the Greek War Relief Association. 
As Mr. Alexios Christopoulos, Minister at 
the Embassy of Greece, pointed out, this 
participation in the anti-fascist struggle by 
all walks of Greek life showed that Greeks 
understood that the obligation to defend 
"the rights of individual freedom is not dic
tated by uniform and insignia. " Greece's 
close identification with the U.S. contin-
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Alexios G. Christopoulos, Minister-Deputy 
Chief of Mission, Embassy of Greece, giving 
greetings at the luncheon. 

ued in the Cold War. Mr. Paul R. Porter, 
the Chief of the U.S. Marshall Plan mis
sion to Greece in 1949, spoke of his time 
there as "the trials of the democracies." 
Greece provided the prototype for Marshall 
aid without which much of Europe would 
have spent the "next forty years on the 
wrong side of the Iron Curtain." 

Coming to today, Greece remains a 
close supporter ofU .S. interests. It supports 
U.S. aspirations to incorporate the former 
Warsaw Pact nations into the western sys
tem , including the European Union and 
NATO. It is acting as a catalyst for stabili
ty in the Balkans. It remains an indispens
able asset in defending sea lines of com
munication in the Aegean and Eastern 
Mediterranean and assisting U.S. power 
projection in the region. 

Ambassador Buns captured the depth of 
the U.S.-Greek relationship when he said 
that this was built on three pillars: 

• Shared democratic values as transmit
ted through America's Founding Fathers 
drawing on the inspiration of the philoso
phers of Ancient Greece; 

• The ties of blood that join Greek Amer
icans with Greece in a series of natural 
bridges; 

• Alliance through NATO 
Ambassador Buns stated that he was 

about to take up his duties as American 
Ambassador with great enthusiasm. He re
garded Greece as a "valued ally" and 
looked forward to seeing Greece play an 
active role in partnership with the U.S. in 
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(Left to right:) Dr. Matheos Los, Dr. Robin Higham, Dr. Harry J. Psomiades, Prof Andre 
Gerolymatos. 

an area of vital interest to all Americans. 
AHIF President Eugene T. Rossides 

stated: "A county's true worth forged by 
its history In the four crises of this centu
ry, Greece stood loyally with the U.S. 
Greece's commitment to the values it 
shares with the U.S.-democracy, fre~dom , 

human dignity--has never been n doubt. 
Time and time again, Greece has stood true, 
even when, as in 1940, the odds seemed 
suicidal. At that dark hour, ordinary Greek 
men, women, and children knew what was 
right and had the simple courage to act on 
their convictions. 

"The lessons for today are clear. 

Greece 's location makes it the strategic key 
for U.S. interests in the Eastern Mediterra
nean. World War II proved this as did the 
1991 Gulf War. But Greece is also a key 
ally to the U.S. in a more fundamental way. 
Unlike most countries, America's foreign 
policy gives pride of place to moral values 
over material geopolitics. This means that 
the core of America's foreign relations must 
be built on nations that share America ' s 
values. The vivid lessons of this conference 
show that Greece shares these values. As 
such, Greece is best placed to serve as 
America' s prime partner in Southeast Eu
rope ." 
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THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GREEK DANCE 

Dr. Alkis Raftis, director of Dora Stra
tou Folk Ensemble and writer of several 
books on Greek dance and folklore has 
made an overwhelming ambitious effort in 
compiling all existing information about 
Greek Dance into an Encyclopedia. He has 
set himself on a course to define and ex
plain the origins and meaning as well as 
any obscure information about all the Greek 
folk dances. The traditional dances may 
have changed over the years, they may have 
evolved and transposed from their origins 
and their identities lost or transmitted, but 
they continue in being an evident force in 
rural and urban communities in Greece. 

Greek dance in recent years has become 
a formal study which requires answers to 
many questions as cultural history is being 
defined. Dr. Raftis ' new Greek dance En
cyclopedia, takes the reader on a cultural 
excursion and answers many questions with 
detailed researched explanations. He wields 
his mighty sword to enrich and inform us 
that these rich traditions have survived and 

I By ATHAN KARRAS I 

have roots. The Encyclopedia of Greek 
Dance clearly explains down to the littlest 
detail that Greek dance is not an obscure 
topic for recreation only, but that there are 
deep and serious concerns which have 
made the dance a major part of the Greek 
experience. 

Dr. Raftis says, "This encyclopedia as
pires beyond anything else to credit the 
existing resources of traditional Greek 
dance, which have remained neglected un
til recently and unknown as an obscured 
topic of study. I believe that with this vol
ume, people may bear witness to the exist
ing cultural wealth of dance in a society 

and the treasured information that may be 
extracted. Dance will then assume its wor
thy place next to oral traditions, architec
ture, handcrafts, and other serious subjects 
defining our culture." 

Greek dance is a formidable expression 
whose ancient origins though dulled by 
time still speak vitally to an exuberant pop
ulation, and though much ofthe ceremony 
has transformed into a reverend form of 
recreation, it continues to stir the hearts and 
bodies of avid followers and terpsichore
ans beyond the borders of Greece, with a 
wide variety of dance no repertoire to its 
claim. 

Jfappy Xem year 
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The Encyclopedia is not an easy book 
to read, and it definitely does not have wide 
appeal. But the service it offers, the infor
mative premise it represents, and the an
swers to so many questions about Greek 
dance, is a must for those who look to 
Greek dance for something more than just 
a mere good time at a celebration . Writers, 
teachers, librarians, and researchers can 
look forward to making it their cultural 
"bible". Though there may be some ques
tionable references and all the information 
may not be complete, it is however valu
able to incite us to raise the question which 
is more important than remain ing compla
cent about such a celebrated expression.· 

Dr. Raftis hopes that..."this book in its 
first edition will serve as another reason to 
continue into further studies, and persevere 
seeking information about these dance tra
ditions and their meaning." Such aspira
tions mark the true researcher, who knows 
that regardless how a discovery is made, 
something always preceded and something 
else will follow. An encyclopedia is not 
always the last word, it very often can be 
the beginning. In his previous books, his 
work with the International Organization 
of Folk Art at UNESCO, and as director of 

the Dora Stratou Folk Ensemble, Dr. Raftis think that beyond the core of staged repre
has tried to lead, instruct, motivate and in- sentations of Greek dances reviving a "Iiv
spire young students and others to embrace ing museum", the energetic dialectic pas
Greek folklore seriously and with excel- sion and academic fervor of writing every
lence. thing down about folklore will not inca-

This is a heavy task, the field of folk- pacitate its life force. This soulful animat
lore deals with the common populace, and ed presence we relish in the experience of 
the folk arts are a collective expression dancing must be maintained. So that-at the 
whose devotees do not always take kind moment we hear the reverie of the eery 
care in creating "fine art" . Folk art schol- sounds of pipes on the mountains- we can 
ars seek to know, to verify, explain, under- respond with spontaneous Zorba-like ges
stand, and eventually find that link with a tures when dance is transformed into a 
ritual or ceremony that created them. The mystical experience. Let us hope that the 
lay person indulges in the folk arts and knowledge of this Encyclopedia will rein
dance as a casual expression handed down force our instinct to continue dancing tra-
from generation to generation. ditional dances. 

Today in the midst of the new millenni- This is a book for all Greek dance lov-
urn , the dissemination of the folk arts has ers, for musicians and for any Greek or 
been severely impacted by scientific friend , though one must master the Greek 
progress and technology. There is a new- language as it is written in Greek. 
approach and a different outlook towards Thank you Dr. Raftis . You have com
these functional expressions, and yet we piled a superb book, one that will have a 
still honor and enjoy these beautiful expres- long life and a hefty appetite for learning 
sions of our forefathers . about Greek dance. 

It is clear that encyclopedic researched (For information about the book write 
knowledge will not make us better danc- to: Dr. Alkis Raftis, Dora StratoulGreek 
ers, but it can give us reason to know what Dances, 8 Sholiou Street, Plaka, 105 58 
we are dancing about. Yet, I would like to Athens, Greece), 

------------------------------------~ r ~ 
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DRUG USE IN OUR YOUTH 
Proposals for the prevention and reduction of drug use 

I By LEONIDAS SAMOUILIDIS, MD I 
Drug use among our youth could be 

viewed as a contemporary manifestation of 
the perennial "Generation Gap". 

The generation gap has been a continu
ous subject of human history that emotion
ally disturbed the interpersonal relation
ships between parents and offsprings 
throughout the centuries. 

It involves the unavoidable social 
changes that occur, which are readily ac
cepted by youth, as great expectations and 
hopes for the future, whereas the older gen
eration of parents has the tendency to re
ject, as they symbolize the end of an epoch 
that consisted of comfort and secutity. The 
deeper power of the gap is the hostility that 
eventually develops between parents and 
children. 

In our world, political, legal, religious 
and other leading representatives of soci-

Christ is Born 
Glorify Him 

ety, give us ambivalent messages about 
moral and social issues, that in tum create 
great intrapsychic and interpersonal con
flicts with end result, existential hopeless
ness. Reactively our youth attempts to 
avoid facing the conflicts while at the same 
time tries to diminish the ensuing anxiety 
by using a variety of means among which 
are drugs. Thus the generation gap emerg
es. 

Here are few examples of the ambiva
lent messages that we receive from "soci
ety". 

We speak of universal peace while at 
the same time we manufacture lethal weap
ons. 

We create these wonderful technologi
cal advances allegedly for our life improve
ment but eventually we become slaves of 
our creations. 

His Eminence 

Metropolitan Methodios of Aneon 
Presiding Hierarch of the Diocese of Boston 

The New England Clergy Brotherhood 

The Diocesan Council and the Diocesan 
Philoptochos Board 

Greek Voice Television 

We talk about freedom while at the same 
time we use many limitations and discrim
inations in our lives. 

We laud justice when at the same time 
our court system has become a parody of a 
theatrical performance. 

We profess democracy, which implies 
freedom, justice, security and safety, but 
we have to lock our homes and protect us 
with alarms because our political fathers 
cannot control criminality. Etc. Etc. 

A quick historical review of the differ
eht manifestations of the generation gap, 
shows the following: 

In ancient Greek tragedies the gap was 
expressed as a need to sacrifice to the Gods 
a child or a parent as a result of murder
ousacts. 

In the middle ages there seemed to be 
indifference among the generations, that 
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created the feeling that the gap was dimin
ished or eliminated alltogether. With the 
Renaissance, and the further development 
of religious movements, great emphasis 
was placed in the fear and punishment, that 
started to affect parental relations and the 
gap returned with full force. 

In the 18th century another manifesta
tion of the gap appeared and was expressed 
as "political movements with revolutions 
etc." 

Usually these movements would start as 
altruistic and ideological expressions and 
would end up as destructive violent acts. 

During the Victorian era the gap was 
expressed as fears and restrictions or inhi
bitions revolving around sexual issues. 

Finally in our 20th century the drug cul
ture appeared and my interpretation of it, 
is that it is another superficial manifesta
tion of the generation gap. This does not 
mean that all the previously mentioned ex
pressions disappeared. We still see revolu
tions, sexual fears and religious issues. 
However these may not be seen as continual 
expressions of the Generation gap, but due 
to other sociological, political and psycho
logical issues. 

Another element of the generation gap 
is the concerns that parents have about the 
development of their children; drugs are a 
major concern in today's world. The main 
concern that can become real fear is that 
their children through the use of drugs will 
became addicts and eventually criminals. 

Is there such a fear in reality? Certainly 

there is, but has to be placed in the right 
frame of mind. 

One way that societies tried to cope with 
the gap is to identify with the act that was 
involved in the creation of the gap. For ex
ample we know that some adults who hap
pen to be parents themselves are using 
drugs. Another way is, for the youngsters 
to identify with the parental prohibitions, 
when they become adults. In other words 
they make a 180 degree tum. 

We cannot ignore the serious dangers 
that drug use could create, especially when 
the user becomes an addict. 

The generation gap will probably con
tinue for centuries to come, and we cannot 
know what shape and form it will take. 
However the manifestations of it can be 
handled effectively as they appear. There
fore I am going to share my thoughts as to 
how to deal with drug use and abuse. 

Prevention and treatment of drug addicts 
fall in the domain of professionals who han
dle mental health problems. However, in 
my opinion, the problem transcends the 
realm of psychology and becomes, also, the 
domain of legal, politiual and sociological 
authorities. It includes the rights and obli
gations of the individual not on Iy to h im
self/herself but also to his/her societies 

For the prevention and reduction of the 
use of drugs I propose the following. 

1) The legalization of drugs: This would 
aim at the reduction of criminality which 
frequently coexists with drug abuse. Ini-
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tially what would happen is that there 
would be an increase in drug use by those 
people who will have a need to "try" them 
but do not do it, for legal implications. Once 
this phenomenon will saturate there. will 
be a gradual decline. 

2) The use of severe penalties to those 
who under the influence of drugs commit 
antisocial and/or criminal acts. The penal
ties must be just, and appropriate to the na
ture of the crime. The logic behind this, is 
that society allows and respects the free
dom of the individual to use drugs, if that 
is his/her choice, but at the same time pro
tects the freedom of the other person, when 
it is violated as a result of drug use. This 
posture encourages real freedom, which is 
always accompanied by the subsequent re
sponsibility to our fellow citizen. 

3) Extensive education and orientation 
in schools, families, etc as to the effects and 
side effects of the use of these drugs. The 
education should be done by people who 
have a thorough knowledge ofthe subject 
and treat it objectively without moralistic 
fears. The logic behind this is, that when 
we have thorough knowledge of a situa
tion we can handle it much more effective
ly. 

4) The reduction of the iatrogenic ad
dictions. These are addictions created by 
legally prescribed medications, by physi
cians. I am referring here particularly to 
psychotropic drugs. Brain science carries 
a major responsibility in overemphasizing 
the brain pharmacology as being the cause 
of numerous psychological problems that 
people have. This could only be part of the 
truth; there are numerous other reasons for 
people to have emotional difficulties such 
as familial , intrapsychic, sociological, fi
nancial, and according to most recent re
search genetic. 

Special caution should be given to the 
dispension of drugs for disturbances ofba
sic biological functions such as sleep, eat
ing habits, sexuality and unexplainable 
chronic conditions such as headaches, hy
pertensions, stress, fatigue, aches and pains. 
Nature and the proper psychological atti
tude, corrects these anomalies after a rea
sonable amount of time. 

In my opinion it is more productive to 
trust human nature and individual strengths 
than pharmacology. 
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Greek-Americans in Review 

AKREVOE EMMANOUILIDES 
HONORED BY HA WC 

Akrevoe Emmanouilides was recently 
honored by the Hellenic American Wom
en's Council as "Hellenic American Wom
an of the Year." This award was given to 
Ms. Emmanouilides to acknowledge a life-

Ms Akrevoe Emmanouilides 

time of volunteer work in medical centers, 
educational facilities, fund-raising, and 
dedication to the Greek community. She 
was the first woman to be elected parish 
council president of St. Katherine Greek 
Orthodox Church in Redondo Beach, CA. 
She has served as president, vice president, 
and secretary of the Philoptochos Society. 
At the church's festival, Ms. Emmanouil
ides is responsible for coordinating pub
licity, and gives a popular cooking dem
onstration. Publicity being one of her fortes, 
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she has kept busy helping the Hellenic 
University Club, the Greek Orthodox 
Youth Folk Dance Festival, and the 25th 
Anniversary for the Guadalupe Homes for 
Children. 

At the Greek Heritage Society she was 
the speaker on "Home and Community," 
and the panel moderator on" Yiorti: A Cel
ebration of Greek Womanhood." Ms. 
Emmanouilides has also written articles, 
poetry, and short stories, and has edited the 
Festival Foods Cookbook. She was born 
in Philadelphia, and married Dr. George 
Emmanouilides in 1959. They have five 
children: Nicholas, Elizabeth, Christopher, 
Martha, and Sophia, and one grandchild, 
Anastasia. 

DR. ROBAKIS ADDRESSES 
ALZHEIMER'S SYMPOSIUM 

Dr. Nikolaos Robakis was the keynote 
speaker at the Hellenic Medical Society of 
New York's Annual Symposium entitled, 
The Aging o/the Nervous System, held on 
December 5th, at the Grand Hyatt-New 
York. Dr. George Yancopoulos, vice pres
ident of discovery for Regeneron Pharma
ceuticals, served as symposium chair. Drs. 
Robakis and Yancopoulos were joined by 
panelists Dr. Peter Tsairis, neurology chair 
emeritus of New York Hospital-Cornell 
Medical Center, and George Alexopoulos, 
professor of psychiatry at New York Med
ical College and director of psychiatric ser
vices at Payne-Whitney, New York Hos
pital-Cornell Medical Center. 

Dr. Robakis, the Alfred P. Slaner pro-

By Susan K. Klerides 

fessor of the neurobiology of Alzheimer's 
Disease at Mount Sinai Medical Center, has 
conducted intensive, ongoing scientific in
vestigations of this progressive, degenera
tive disease with promising developments 
of encouraging frequency. An estimated 
four million American men and women 
suffer from Alzheimer's, and as the popu
lation of older Americans increases, so will 
the number of people at risk for the dis
ease. The symposium will be valuable to 
both physician and layperson searching for 
answers to understanding the various in
novative approaches, important advances, 
and treatment of Alzheimer's Disease. Dr. 
Robakis was also honored at the Hellenic 
Medical Society's Tribute Gala, held the 
following evening. 

HATSOPOULOSBROTHERS 
HONORED BY 

MEDICAL SOCIETY 

The highly successful executives ofthe 
Massachusetts-based company, Thermo 
Electron, George and John Hatsopoulos, 
were honored as "Distinguished Hellenes 
for 1997" at the Hellenic Medical Society's 
Tribute Gala, held on December 6th at the 
Grand Hyatt-New York. Thermo Electron 
is a world leader in biomedical, environ
mental and health monitoring and analysis 
instruments. Committed to excellence, 
family, and Hellenic principles, George and 
John Hatsopoulos have turned their tech
nology greenhouse company into a family 
of companies over the past 14 years. They 
are major producers of paper recycling 
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equipment, biomedical products, including 
heart-assist and mammography systems, 
alternative-energy systems, and other prod
ucts and services related to environmental 
quality, health, and safety. 

"It is a privilege," said Drs. Thessalon
iki Angelakos and Niko Tsirilakos, chair 
of the Annual Weekend Celebration, "to 
honor Hellenes who are considered tech
nology geniuses." One of the cardio sys
tems launched by Thermo Electron is an 
implantable heart-assist pump designed for 
patients waiting for transplants. The left 
ventricle assist device helps keep weak 
hearts pumping, giving life to many of the 
patients who might otherwise die while 
waiting for a donor heart to become avail
able. 

George Hatsopoulos, founder, chairman 
of the board, and CEO of Thermo Electron 
Corporation, is a graduate of the National 
Technical University in Athens, and holds 
bachelors and masters degrees in engineer
ing, and a Ph.D. in mechanical engineer
ing from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. John Hatsopoulos, president 
and CFO, is a graduate of Athens College, 
and holds a bachelors degree in history and 
mathematics from Northeastern Universi
ty. 

JOHN GALANIS JOINS 
MEAD CONSULTING 

Mead Consulting, Inc., a Boston-based 
program management firm, has announced 
the appointment of John A. Galanis as a 
senior project manager. Mr. Galanis joined 
Mead to manage a variety of projects for 
the $5 .9 million capital improvements pro
gram at Phillips Academy, a national land
mark, in Andover, MA. He was most re
cently employed with Lehrer McGovern 
Bovis as a senior project manager on a $2.5 
million interior renovation of an office 
complex for Cisco Systems in Chelmsford, 
and a $2 million renovation project for the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph Convent in Boston. 
With 14 years experience in the construc
tion industry, Mr. Galanis has worked on 
over 1.5 million square feet of construc
tion for Pappas Management Corporation 
in New York and Boston, and on the Trump 
Plaza Hotel and Casino for the Perini Cor
poration in Atlantic City. 

"We feel very fortunate to have John 
Galanis join our firm," said president Frank 
Mead. "His wide range of construction 
experience makes him an invaluable asset 
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to our clients." Mead Consulting, Inc. com
bines architectural, engineering, and con
struction expertise to offer clients objec
tive project feasibility and conceptual cost 
analysis, technical construction documents 
peer review and bid analysis, and construc
tion inspection services. Currently, Mead 
Consulting is providing project manage
ment services for the renovation of and 
addition to the Archbishop Iakovos Library 
and Learning Center at Hellenic College 
in Brookline. 
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A graduate of Tufts University with a 
bachelor's degree in civil engineering, Mr. 
Galanis and his family live in Ipswich, MA. 

EVA TOPPING PUBLISHES 
BOOK ON BYZANTINE HYMNS 

Eva Catafygiotou Topping makes a sig
nificant contribution to the understanding 

book, Sacred Songs: Studies in Byzantine 
Hymnography, recently released by Light 
and Life Publishing Company. Sacred 
Songs introduces the reader to such impor
tant hymnographers as St. Romanos the 
Melodos, called the greatest hymnist of 
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Christendom, and Kassia the Nun, who 
wrote a poignant hymn which is sung dur
ing Holy Wednesday matins. Ms. Topping 
explains many of the hymns for major Or
thodox feast days, such as the Nativity, the 
Annunciation, and Holy Friday. She also 
analyzes hymns to the Theotokos and 
Saints Peter and Marianne. 

Among those offering praise for Ms. 
Topping's book is Reverend Dr. Stanley 
Harakas, Archbishop Iakovos professor of 
Orthodox theology, emeritus, Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology: 

"Eva Topping's book brings together 17 
important studies, which examine in care
ful detail the rich bounty of Byzantine 
hymns. Her studies address who the Byz
antine hymnographers were, including sig
nificant women hymnographers. Ms. Top
ping's introduction to Byzantine hymnog
raphy admirably sets the stage for under
standing both the literary dimensions and 
the spiritual treasures of the hymnological 

wealth of Byzantine Orthodoxy. This book 
is an important publishing event in the un
derstanding of the spiritual life of Byzan
tium and the Orthodox Church's ethos." 

Eva Catafygiotou Topping is the author 
of Holy Mothers o/Orthodoxy: Women and 
the Church and Saints and Sisterhood: 
Lives o/Forty-Eight Holy Women and Sa
cred Stories from Byzantium. She is also a 
contributor to The Greek American week
ly newspaper. In her capacity as educator, 
she has taught ancient Greek and Latin at 
Wheaton College and modem Greek at the 
University of Cincinnati. As an activist, 
Ms. Topping has served as a founder of the 
Greek American Women's Network 
(GA WN); trustee of the Nativity of the 
Theotokos Church in Fredericksburgh, V A; 
member of the board of directors of the 
Orthodox Christian Laity (1989- I 992); 
member of the Task Force of Women of 
Faith in the 1980s; and member of the Ex
ecutive Council of Church Women Unit
ed. She has also received the Hellenic 
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American Achievement Award from the 
Hellenic Spirit Foundation in st. Louis, 
MO, and the Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the American Hellenic Institute in 
Washington, DC. 

APHRODITE DANIEL 
NAMED A&R MANAGER 

Aphrodite Daniel has been appointed to 
pioneer the position of Hellenic acquisi
tions and relationship manager for Cit-

Ms. Aphrodite Daniel 

ibank's Queens, NY marketplace. In this 
capacity, Ms. Daniel will be responsible for 
Greek business development, customer 
acquisition, relationship management, and 
community affairs. Ms. Daniel has served 
in Citibank's Queens branches as a personal 
banker for five years, and has implement
ed many successful Greek-American mar
keting initiatives. She holds a master's 
degree from Queens College and is fully 
bilingual. 

Ms. Daniel will be working closely with 
highly concentrated Greek neighborhood 
branches in Astoria, Bayside, Whitestone, 
and Bay Ridge in Brooklyn. There is a 
strong group of Greek bankers supporting 
her efforts in these key branches, as well 
as at Citibank's corporate offices. Citibank 
is interested in cultivating its international 
capabilities. Ms. Daniel believes that Cit
ibank's "unsurpassed global access and 24-
branch network in Greece makes Citibank 
the best bank for Greek-Americans of New 
York." 

Bill Gianakos, Queens area sales direc
tor, is very enthusiastic about the develop
ment of Citibank's relationship with the 
Greek community: " ... the cultural diversi
ty we enjoy is truly a great opportunity and 
the Greek population is definitely a key 
ethnic segment." 
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ECONOMOU LECTURES 
ON PATHFINDER MISSION 

Professor Thanasis Economou, senior 
scientist at the University of Chicago, re
cently presented a lecture, "The Pathfind
er Mission to Mars: an Insider's Story, " at 
the Embassy Suites in Chicago. Professor 
Economou, a member of KRIKOS-Mid
west, described the mission to Mars through 
slides taken via the lander and rover cam
eras, and had on display images of the scen
ery around the Pathfinder landing site. He 
also discussed the Alpha Proton X-ray 
Spectrometer, one of the key scientific in
struments on board the Pathfinder's rover, 
Soujourner. 

He was co-creator of the Alpha Proton 
X-ray Spectrometer. 

Professor Economou was born in north
ern Greece in 1937. In 1948, at the height 
of the Greek civil war, he was abducted, 
along with thousands of other Greek chil
dren from that area, and taken to the west
ern part of Czechoslovakia (presently the 
Czech Republic). He grew up learning the 
language and attended the university in 
Czechoslovakia where he received both his 
undergraduate and graduate degrees. In 

1964, he and his extended family immigrat
ed to the United States where he joined the 
laboratory of astrophysics and space re
search at the University of Chicago. Pro
fessor Economou has been involved with 
many NASA projects on space exploration. 
He recently received NASA's award for 
excellence for his work on the Pathfinder. 

ANDREW SAFFAS 
EXHIBIT IN BERKELEY 

Photographs and sculptures by the re
nowned artist Andrew G. Saffas were ex
hibited recently at the Patriarch Athenago
ras Orthodox Institute in Berkeley, CA. 
The exhibit was sponsored by the Institute's 
Helen Liacouras Lambros Fine Arts En
dowment. The majority of the photographs 
were exhibited for the first time. All are 
printed on Cibachrome, the most perma
nent color process in use. Mr. Saffas says 
the process "allows for brilliant and dra
matic color prints directly from slides, with 
excellent color saturation and outstanding 
stability." 

He also unveiled his most recent bronze 
statue, Terpischore, the muse of dance, and 
his first bronze, Princess Andromeda. 

Completing the exhibition was his statue, 
Amphitrite. He also displayed a piecemold 
and a wax replica of one of his statues, and 
described the procedures followed in cre
ating and casting a bronze statue, using the 
lost was process. 

Mr. Saffas graduated from the Univer
sity of Missouri in 1945 with a degree in 
art. In the latter 1940s, he was a mural 
designer and painter in California, special-
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izing in the decoration of theaters. His most 
prominent work in this field was the Egyp
tian Theater in Hollywood. His career 
brought him to the San Francisco Bay area 
as a free-lance oil painter, photographer, 
sculptor, and ceramist. He was one of two 
artists who painted the apostles on the cop
per-tone dome of the Oakland Cathedral 
of the Ascension. 

He was the first prize winner in the Bank 
Notes Color Photography Contest for his 
Cibachrome photographs, Women of 
Rhodes and Expectation, in 1979 and 1981, 
respectively. In 1980, he created his first 
bronze medallion, Alexander the Great, 
which was sold at museums exhibiting 
"The Search for Alexander the Great." In 
1997, he produced three new bronze me
dallions, the Lion of Nemea, the Owl of 
Athena, and a new Alexander the Great. 
Mr. Saffas and his wife Nikie reside in 
Concord, CA. 

PAUL TSONGAS SCIENCE 
FELLOWSHIP PROPOSED 

Representative Joseph P. Kennedy II 
and Senator Edward M. Kennedy of Mas
sachusetts are currently filing bills in the 
House and Senate to create a federal sci
ence fellowship to honor the late Senator 
Paul Tsongas. The proposed $50,000 
scholarship would cover tuition, fees, ex
penses, and provide a stipend over a three
year-period for an applicant planning to 
study national energy, environmental sci
ence, or engineering. The Secretary of the 
Energy Department would assist in review
ing the applications. 

Paul Tsongas served in the House and 
Senate before he retired in 1985 to fight 
cancer. He recovered enough to run for 
president in 1992, but later withdrew from 
the race. He died in January of this year. 

In recalling his devotion to his work, Jo
seph Kennedy commented: "Paul Tsongas 
was a tireless advocate for the people of 
the commonwealth of Massachusetts and 
of the whole nation." 

Edward Kennedy, who served with Paul 
Tsongas in the Senate added: "As much as 
50 percent of our national economic growth 
derives from technological innovation in 
high-tech and other brain-powered indus
tries. I can think of no better way to honor 
Paul Tsongas than by creating a fellowship 
to train engineers who will contribute to 
our growth and prosperity." 

JOHN SAKOUTIS ELECTED 
PAN-ICARIAN PRESIDENT 

John Sakoutis of Staten Island, NY was 
elected national president of the Pan-Icari
an Brotherhood of America at the organi
zation's national convention, held recent
ly in Cleveland, OH. A graduate of City 
College, Mr. Sakoutis was assistant chief 
clerk of the Criminal Court of the City of 
New York. He retired in 1990 after serv
ing the court for 30 years. As president, 
he plans to visit with the officers and mem
bers of other chapters throughout the year. 
He will focus on continued support for the 
Pan-Icarian Foundation, youth involve
ment, increased membership, and a high 
profile visibility for the Pan-Icarian Broth
erhood. 

The Brotherhood, with 21 chapters na
tionwide, is the oldest chartered Greek
American organization in the United States 
and Canada. Its Foundation awards numer
ous scholarships every year, renders med
ical assistance, and supports many worthy 
charitable and cultural causes. Founded in 
1904, extensive preparations are currently 
underway for the Pan-Icarian Brother
hood's centennial celebration in 2004. 

Also elected to office were: Nicholas H. 
Batuyios of Rocky Point, NY, national vice 
president; Sevasti Goulielmos ofMontre
ai, Canada, national secretary; George G. 
Horiates of Philadelphia, PA, national trea
surer; and John G. Papandreas of Cleve
land, OH, national counselor. 

Greek-Americans 
Coast to Coast 

Constantin Costa-Gavras, director of 
the landmark film, Z, recently appeared at 
Columbia University in New York City, 
where he discussed political film making 
following a preview of his latest film, Mad 
City, starring Dustin Hoffman and John 
Travolta. 

George Tenet, director of the CIA, was 
the guest speaker at the National Ethnic 
Coalition of Organizations (NECO) most 
recent "Forum" luncheon held in New York 

. City. NECO sponsors the annual Ellis Is
land Awards ceremony. The "Forum" is a 
monthly gathering of prominent business 
and civic leaders where ethnic understand
ing is promoted and encouraged to flour
ish. 

Evdokia Sofos, an attorney admitted to 
the New York and Florida Bars, was re
cently assigned by New York City as an 
administrative judge for the Environmen
tal Control Board and Department of Fi
nance. She is also acting as an arbitrator 
for the National Association of Securities 
Dealers, Office of Dispute Resolution in 
New York City. After graduating from the 
Claude Petit School of Law at Northern 
Ohio University, Ms. Sofos practiced law 
in Florida. She is the daughter of Mr. and 
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Mrs. Alex Sofos of Long Island, NY and 
West Palm Beach, FL. 

George Stamboulides, an assistant 
United States attorney, was honored by the 
Eastern Orthodox Lawyers Association at 

the organizations annual dinner dance, held 
recently in New York. Mr. Stamboulides 
began his career as a federal clerk for the 
Honorable Louis Bechtle. Before becom-

HAPPY 

ing an assistant u.S. attorney, he was with 
the U.S. Department of Justice Organized 
Crime Strike Force in Newark, NJ. Mr. 
Stamboulides was part of the team that con
victed Vincent "the Chin" Gigante of rack
eteering and two murder conspiracies last 
July. 

The New York State Hellenic Ameri
can Republicans, Brooklyn Chapter has 
elected the following officers: Basil Ca
petanakis, president; Paul Bregianos, vice 
president; George Poulon, 2nd vice presi
dent; Zoe Koutsoupakis, treasurer; An
drew Yiannakos, secretary; and Demetri
us Kalamaras, Demetrios Kaloides, Nick 
Velios, and Anthony Xanthakis, gover
nors. 

Dr. Elizabeth H. Prodromou has been 
appointed to the editorial advisory board 
of Mediterranean Quarterly: A Journal of 
Globallssues, published by Duke Universi
ty Press. Dr. Prodromou is currently a lec
turer at the Woodrow Wilson School of 
Public and International Affairs at Prince
ton University. Previously she taught gov
ernment at Harvard University, and histo
ry and political science at Tufts Universi
ty. Mediterranean Quarterly is the offi
cial publication of Mediterranean Affairs, 
Inc., a Washington-based nonprofit edu-

cational foundation . 

Loucas Tsilas, the Greek ambassador 
to the United States, presented a lecture on 
"Stability and Peace in Southern Europe: 

A Role for the United States and Greece," 
at the University Club in St. Louis, MO. 
The presentation was sponsored by the 
World Affairs Council of St. Louis and the 
Karakas Family Foundation Alliance for 
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the Advancement of Hellenic Studies of the 
Center for International Studies at the Uni
versity of Missouri-St. Louis. Ambassa
dor Tsilas, who holds degrees in law and 
economics from the University of Athens 
and a master's degree in political science 
from Louisiana State University in New 
Orleans, was appointed to his current post 
in June 1993. 

The Alpha Omega Council elected a 
new board of trustees at their 21 st annual 
meeting held recently in Boston. The new 
officers for 1997-1998 are: Ernest C. Sofis, 
president; George Chryssis, acting vice 
president; John Dallas, treasurer; and 
Luke Tsokanis, secretary. 

Professor Stephen G. Miller, profes
sor of classical archaeology at the Univer
sity of California-Berkeley, was the key
note speaker at the annual fall membership 
meeting of Dynamis, held recently in San 
Francisco. Professor Miller spoke about 
"The Ancient Stadium at Nemea, Ancient 
Greek Athletics, and the First Modern 
Nemea." 

Kostas Kazazis, Ph.D., professor oflin
guistics at the University of Chicago, dis
cussed developments in the modern Greek 
language in his lecture "The Dismantling 
of Modem Greek Diglossia and its After
math," which he gave recently at the Hel
lenic Museum and Cultural Center in Chi
cago. Professor Kazazis' presentation was 
the first in the museum's winter lecture 
series. Other lectures to be included in this 
series are: "Christmas in Greece," to be 
given on December 14th by Mrs. Nicho
las Zafiropoulos; and Dr. Nicholas A. 
Christakis will speak on "End of Life 
Care," on January 25th. 

Entertainment (GAAE) held a special 
awards event to honor the following Greek
Americans in the entertainment industry: 
Spyros, Charlie, and George Skouras; 
Nico Charisse and Madame Etienne, of 
the legendary dancing Chari sse family; 
Hermes Pan, choreographer to Fred As
taire; and John Cassavetes, actor, film di
rector, writer, and producer. 

Christos Chrisafides has been named 
West Coast marketing director for Polyclad 
Laminates Inc., a Cookson Company. Mr. 
Chrisafides and his family, formerly of 
North Andover, MA, will relocate to Or
ange County, CA from Richmond, VA. 

Louis G. Apostol was honored as "Hel
lene of the Year" by the Hellenic Bar As
sociation of Illinois at the association's 47th 
annual installation dinner dance and schol
arship ball held recently in Chicago. 

Jason Vassiliades, son of John and 
Elaine Vassiliades, has joined the Peace 
Corps and will spend two years in Uzbeki
stan where he will serve as a consultant and 
finance teacher. 

Fotine Z. Nicholas was the featured 
speaker at a meeting of the Solon Society 
in Hempstead, NY. Ms. Nicholas, a con
tributor to The Greek American, spoke on 
the topic "Between Medicine and Magic: 
Folk Healing in Greece." 

Michael Antonakes, professor of com
parative literature at Salem State College, 
and author of Man of Crete, a dramatic 
work based on the writings of Nikos Ka
zantzakis, gave a lecture and dramatic pre
sentation in honor of the author at the Greek 
Institute in Cambridge, MA. The presen
tation was jointly sponsored by the Greek 

Greek-Americans in the Arts and Institute and the Helicon Society . 
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The G reek Women 's University Clu b 
(GWUC) has been awarded a grant from 
the Foundation for Hellenic Studies of 
Washington, DC for its project, Greek 
American Women in Illinois: 111 Years of 
Courage, Triumph, and Struggle. The 
project explores the history and accom
plishments of Greek American women in 
Illinois, from the immigration of the first 
Greek woman in 1885 through the present 
day. Another part of this project was a 
photo exhibit held recently at the State of 
Illinois Building in Chicago. Featured in 
the exhibit were: Georgia Bitsa Pooley, 
Theano Margaris, Prevyteres Stella Pe
trakis and Venette Askounes, and Illinois 
State Senator Adeline J. Geo-Karis. 

Jessica Tampas recently presented 
"Faces of Tibet," a photography and video 
exhibit at her studio in Chicago. A collab
oration between Ms. Tampas, Debra Mae 
Funderwhite, and videographer Jalene Szu
ba, the exhibit was held to benefit the Ti
betan Nuns Project and the Tibetan Depart
ment of Education Sponsorship Program. 
A frequent contributor to Chicago Social, 
Ms. Tampas served as the primary pho
tographer for the Dalai Lama during his 
visits to Chicago in 1993 and 1996. Since 
1993, much of her work has focused on 
Tibetan issues and has been featured in 
gallery shows as well as on two PBS docu
mentaries. 

Jane G. Politis, a high school teacher 
in Newburyport, was recognized at the 
State House on Beacon Hill for being 
among 12 semifinalists for best public 
school teachers in Massachusetts. Ms. Poli
tis teaches psychology and a gifted and tal
ented program for juniors and seniors at 
Newburyport High School. Last year she 
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received the Molin Award as best teacher 
of the school. 

Theane Evangelis of Andover, MA re
cently graduated cum laude from the 
School of Foreign Service at Georgetown 
University in Washington, DC. She re
ceived a bachelor's degree in foreign ser
vice with a concentration in international 
law, relations, and organization. In addi
tion to her studies at Georgetown Univer
sity, Ms. Evangelis served as a public af
fairs intern at AHEPA headquarters in 
Washington, DC. Prior to her AHEPA in
ternship, she worked with the foreign rela
tions staff of Senator Paul S. Sarbanes (D
MD) on Capitol Hill. The daughter ofGre
gory and Patricia Evangelis, she plans to 
pursue a career in public relations in Bos
ton, and complete her graduate studies. 

St. George Cathedral in Springfield, 
MA presented the st. George and Vogian 
Family Scholarships to students in the com
munity. Angela Bellas, daughter of John 
and Patricia Bellas of Springfield, received 
the 1997 St. George Cathedral Scholarship. 
Ms. Bellas is a senior at Mt. Holyoke Col
lege, where she is majoring in psychology. 
Alexandria Bitzas, daughter of Kosmas 
and Hrisoula Bitzas of Westfield, received 
the 1997 Vogian Family Scholarship. Ms. 
Bitzas is a sophomore at the University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst, where she is ma
joring in nutrition/pre-medicine. 

In Memoriam 
Paul Ginis, founder and director of the 

Greek American Folklore Society, passed 
away recently at age 40. In addition to 
teaching Greek folklore, Mr. Ginis also 
taught Greek folk dancing and had his own 
dance group. Throughout his career he 
taught hundreds of students to appreciate 
and perpetuate their Greek customs and tra
ditions. A friend and student writes: "Paul 
Ginis contributed so much to the Greek 
community. He once told me how proud 
he felt that he took our folk dances out of 
the closet, and that he made Greek-Ameri
cans realize that those dances are not some 
backward peasant thing but part of a rich 
and vibrant culture-their own, something 
to be proud and not ashamed of. He also 
expressed what joy he felt every time he 
saw young, second-generation Greek
Americans dance Ikariotiko, Pentozali, 
Kotsari, and Sousta at festivals." 
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