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PREFACE TO THE BOOK 

T he work, which this essay serves as 
a prologue, consists essentially of 

two parts. The major part is a journal or 
diary covering a period beginning Octo
ber 23, 1968 and ending August 23, 1974. 
The only somewhat smaller part consists 
of a collection of documents (memoranda, 
correspondence, articles, etc.), almost all 
originating in the same period and each 
cross-referenced in the journal in its chro
nologically appropriate place. Together, 
the two parts open onto a broad landscape, 
the foreground rich in intimate and vivid 
detail. As its title correctly indicates, the 
work is about the author's years of expa
triation, corresponding roughly to the 
seven-year period of military dictatorship 
in Greece (1967-1974) and focusing on the 
collective struggle waged against it from 
abroad as well as from within Greece. 

Orestis Vidalis, by education , vocation, 
and professional self identification a mili
tary man who rose in the officer corps to 
the rank of lieutenant-general, had thirty 
years of army service behind him and was 
serv ing in northern Greece as 
Chief-of-Staff of the Third Army Corps 
when , in December 1967 , King 
Constantine" unsuccessfully attempted to 
stage a countercoup against the dictator
ship imposed on Greece by army colonels 
in a coup d'etat on April 21 that same year. 
General Vidalis was sympathetic with the 
objective of the countercoup and informed 
about it, though on short notice . He was 
one of the key leading participants. As a 
result of its failure, he was placed under 
detention. Hence his decision to take the 
route of expatriation, but only as a tem
porary condition until democracy was re
stored in Greece and as the best base from 
which to do battle with the dictatorship . 

Here then was a military man taking on 
a political project. He deeply believed, as 
he continues to do , that the military should 
strictly confine itself to military affairs and 
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refrain from any involvement in the po
litical arena , particularly intervention 
through resort to force. In his introduction 
he is careful to point out that, but for two 
exceptions originating in the execution of 
military duties and eventuating in apoliti
cal personal friendships, he had no con
tact whatever with political figures before 
the dictatorship. One reason for opposing 
the dictatorship was the fact that it consti
tuted, in extreme form no less, armed in
tervention in politics and was predicated 
on the questionable proposition that po
litical problems can successfully be re
solved through military means. But doing 
battle with the dictatorship involved his 
own breach of the boundary between the 
military and political arenas, his own in
volvement in politics. 

In engaging himself politically, how
ever, he was no longer in active service as 
a military officer. Moreover, though his 
expatriation entailed fighting the dictator
ship through political means and consti
tuted a political mission in terms of its 
weaponry, it was, in his eyes, a national 
project in terms of the larger goals to which 

it was dedicated and he was, as a private 
citizen, assuming the most solemn obliga
tions -and costs - of citizenship and pa
triotism. 

Why, if his project was resistance to the 
dictatorship, did he choose to participate 
from outside rather than inside Greece? 
His answer is that it gave him the freedom 
and opportunity to do things that he could 
no longer do in Greece. Only one of a 
growing body of expatriates, he chose as 
his base of operations the United States, 
rather than other parts of Europe or 
Canada, and it took him almost a year to 
make the necessary arrangements for leav
ing Greece and getting there. 

Why the United States? Ultimately, 
perhaps, because the United States played 
a hegemonic role in Greece since the enun
ciation of the Truman Doctrine in 1947 
and its decisive contribution to the victory 
of the pro-Western side in the Greek civil 
war that ended in 1949. US policy, there
fore, was one of the major factors that 
could contribute to or work against the vi
ability and survival of the dictatorship. 
General Vidalis, in turn, was well placed 
to lobby for a change in US policy, in part 
through friends and acq uaintances within 
the Greek-American community, in part 
through prominent American military of
ficials whom he had come to know through 
professional interaction within the NATO 
alliance. 

He was a man who, because he had 
performed career duties and pursued ad
vanced studies in Washington, could op
erate effectively in the United States. The 
fit between an important national field of 
activity and a man conversant with it be
came financially and politically feasible 
when General Vidalis was offered a mana
gerial position by Owens Corning 
Fiberglas, an American company that was 
the largest of its kind in the world. This 
appointment to the company's headquar
ters in Toledo, Ohio he owed to two of his 
former and most distinguished American 
associates in the military, both now retired 
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and work ing for the company: as its Chair
man General Lauris Norstad, former 
Commander of NATO in Europe, and as 
a recent addition to the company Colonel 
James Webel, who had served in Greece 
from 1960-1964 as a NATO liaison officer. 
Such a position was a sine qua non for the 
entire project because it provided the fi
nancial wherewithal to support a family 
of three (the author, his wife, and 
thirteen-year old son) and to cover travel, 
lobbying, and other expenses entailed by 
his project. I n addition to ensuring the 
author's control over his project through 
financial autonomy, it also helped him, 
perhaps decisively, obtain the 
dictatorship's reluctant but eventual per
mission to leave Greece. 

Expatriation. undertaken as a citizen's 
voluntary and temporary rallying to the 
aid of a violated and imperilled nation in 
crisis, was not only a self-initiated project. 
It was self-assigned and self-designed as 
well. There is no suggestion that General 
Vidalis was designated or even urged by 
anyone to take on his mission. There is no 
reason to think anyone designed the 
project for him or that it was the product 
of any systematic collaboration in advance 
of its implementation. Indeed, his was one 
of many projects independently springing 
up in various and sundry places. He, like 
others, had no choice but to define his own 
project and eventually to fit it into the as
semblage of individual projects that 
emerged. Given the element of surprise in 
the military coup of April 1967. there was 
no already establ ished infrastructure of 
resistance into which he and others could 
fit themselves and, particularly after the 
failed countercoup in December, those 
parts of any official or unofficial infrastruc
ture that could be pressed into the service 
of resistance were either suppressed, dis
mantled, or crippled by the dictatorship. 
He was obviously free to follow his own 
judgment and feel his way as he took on 
new employment and explored his new 
environment. Much in the project as it 
took shape was ad hoc but much in its na
ture, strategy. and approach eloquently 
bespoke the man, his deepest values. his 
political orientation, and his world-view. 

This was and is a man whose political 
orientation is defined by a series of core 
commitments: to democracy as the best 
form of government in the instrumental as 
well as the moral sense; to individual free
dom and individual's defense of that free
dom as the most solemn obligation of citi-
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zenship; to the exclusion of the military 
from politics and its subordination to ci
vilian rule; and to the national interest as 
the interest is defined and served by the 
people alone rather than by or with for
eigners, who can only be trusted to serve 
their own national interest as they define 
it. Though he embraced and embraces 
these commitments as ends in themselves, 
he also argues for them in pragmatic terms 
as well. He argues that democracy is the 
most effective path to national develop
ment, individual freedom the most effec
tive way of inculcating the duties of citi
zenship, and a military divorced from poli
tics the best guarantee of the unity, disci
pline, and professionalism that national 
security requires of the armed forces. Let
ting the foreigner define national interest 
is to forfeit a nation ' s control over its own 
destiny. This political credo he identified 
with the United States as its best , but ar
guing for those principles on grounds of 
utility. realism , and realpolitik was most 
probably designed to persuade (and em
barrass or discredit) Americans who al
lowed national security in some narrow 
sense to override such principles or Greeks 
who may have given up on democracy in 
its quest for unity and the resolution of 
vital issues, and bought into the idea that 
order and progress depend on authoritar
ian methods and the use of force to com
pensate for the weakness of persuasion and 
voluntary compliance. 

The general design of his project may 
appropriately be characterized as 
restorationist. hence as conservative, real
istic, and minimalist. First and foremost. 
it was prompted by the wish to maximize 
the chances and speed the success of re
versing the April coup and toppling the 
dictatorship, lest with the passage of too 
much time the regime might entrench it
self and create new facts that would 
broaden rather than narrow the power gap 
between itself and the resistance. Second. 
it was prompted by the desire to achieve 
the restoration of democracy at the lowest 
possible cost in time, money, existing in
frastructure, manpower, and blood, there
fore essentially ruling out the armed resis
tance or guerrilla warfare then character
istic of third-world decolonization move
ments. These objectives meant defining the 
project in terms of what was considered 
the most easily achievable because it was 
the most modest goal: that of restoring the 
status quo ante, when its institutions and 
instrumentalities were still intact or ame-

nable to restoration , rather than having to 
rebuild from scratch after the democratic 
landscape had been decimated, or aspir
ing to radicaL systemic. revolutionary 
change that was intended to improve dra
matically on the past but was in fact un
predictable in its ultimate results. The lat
ter goal, because identified with leftism, 
might possibly constitute a source of bit
ter controversy, even civil war within the 
opposition to dictatorship. 

The general strategy of his project has 
several identifying components. Resis
tance would be waged largely on the po
litical and diplomatic fronts rather than as 
armed struggle. It would be as open and 
inclusive as possible, encompassing as 
broad a spectrum of the public as possible 
and confining junta collaborators to as 
small and ultimately isolated a minority 
as possible . This openness meant , at the 
political level , a coalition of right , center, 
and left parties, ordinarily ideological and 
political rivals but drawn together now by 
the common ban against their existence. 
It would also have embraced the King and 
ex-Premier Constantine Karamanlis, now 
both in exile. as rallying points of popular 
support because both. either singly or to
gether, were symbols of legitimacy and 
continuity, the best guarantee for an or
derly and stable transition back to normal
ity, and , most likely, the only kind of lead
ership the United States would be willing 
to accept as an alternative to the colonels. 
Though neither the King nor Karamanlis 
were willing to make any formal or explicit 
commitment to it. this resistance strategy 
was at the time known as the Karamanlis 
solution. It meant in effect to keep the is
sue of monarchy or the nature of a restored 
democracy from be coming divisive con
stitutional issues or to settle for the an
nounced minimum goal of restoring rep
resentative government and political free
dom as the lowest common denominator 
of consensus within such a broad-based 
resistance coalition. The final and most 
fundamental component of this resistance 
strategy was its aim of winning over the 
military, domestically, and the United 
States, internationally to have these two 
props of the junta withdraw their support 
from it. 

A feature of this strategy - reinstitution 
of the palace and the political right, for 
however limited a time, to a position of 
hegemony in this broad-based alliance
was its weakness as well as its strength. It 
threatened to wipe out the gains in democ-
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ratization that took place under the Cen
ter Union Party of ex-Premier George 
Papandreou in the first half of the 1960's 
in other words, to restore democracy in its 
formal but restricted form of the 1950's 
under Karamanlis rather than in its 
mid-60s form during the heydey of Center 
Union rule . It therefore made a single, 
unrifled resistance movement impossible . 

Running parallel to and in competition 
with the resistance movement built upon 
the Karamanlis solution , the movement 
that constituted a major pole of resistance 
and in which this project eventually be
came a component part. another major 
pole of resistance developed. 

Led by Andreas Papandreou and cap
turing a broad segment of the center-left 
political spectrum, PAK (the Pan-Hellenic 
Liberation Movement) adopted many of 
the trappings of third-world. anti
imperialist movements in the heydey of 
their success and ideologically identified 
its national struggle with the larger global 
struggle of non-Soviet socialisms against 
the rising neo-imperialism of the United 
States, as well as the declining classical 
imperialisms of Western European states. 
According to PAK , Greece was the vic
tim of US neo-imperialism, whose main 
indigenous props in Greece were the dic
tatorship and the defense establishment on 
which it was based. Resistance to dicta
torship, therefore. had to mean resistance 
against its chief props; the Greek military, 
on the one hand, and the United States. 
on the other. This strategy. from the point 
of view of the Karamanlis solution, lacked 
realism. Its success was highly problematic 
owing to the unequal power balance and 
success. if it were to come. could only ma
terialize after a struggle to dismantle the 
first as a whole and expel the US from its 
hegemonic position in Greece. 

What then were some of the component 
goals that were defined and pursued as part 
of the resistance project based on the 
Karamanlis solution? They were formu
lated with special reference to US 
officialdom and general American public 
in order to effect a change in US policy. 
They are covered by General Vidalis in the 
following characterization of the one ob
jective of his "temporary voluntary exile": 
"to contribute, as much as possible, to the 
creation of conditions that would allow 
our repatriation to a Greece relieved of dic
tatorship and with the Greeks free." 

The most obvious and least difficult 
task was at the level of propaganda or, 
more accurately, of counter-propaganda: 
exposing myths circulated by the dictator
ship and, whether persuading others or 
not, at least not leaving unchallenged the 
status assigned them as facts . To the myth 
that the junta had intervened to avert a 
communist threat and to the myth that the 
junta had acted to replace a hopelessly 
flawed democracy and would eventually 
restore freedom without prejudice to or
der and national security, he asserted that 
the coup had its origins within a fanatical 
segment of the military at least ten years 
before it took place, during a constructive 
period of democratic life when there were 
no longer any signs of a communist dan
ger on the horizon. He also asserted, with 
a variety of arguments, that the junta had 
no intention of restoring genuine democ
racy or giving up power, whose seizure 
they pretended to be only temporary. To 
the colonels' arguments that they enjoyed 
popular support or, at the very least, ac
quiescence. he argued that, under the re
pressive conditions of dictatorship , the 
people were not free to express their genu
ine sentiments and that , given the virtu
ally universal assumption that the US 

stood behind the dictatorship. the people 
regarded anything but acquiescence either 
futile or suicidal. The most important of 
these myths was that the defense establish
ment, especially the army, given this fact 
and its loyalty to NATO, constituted the 
best guarantee of the security needs of 
Greece, the US and the Western alliance. 
To this he argued. ceaselessly and increas
ingly, that the best way to ensure the secu
rity of Greece and its value to the Western 
alliance was a strong domestic front and 
high public morale, neither of which was 
possible without freedom and democracy. 

A broader task was not merely chal
lenging junta myths verbally but also ex
posing and remolding reality in such a way 
as to expose myths through empirical evi
dence . This entailed encouraging elements 
in Greece to take whatever action that 
would and could demonstrate hostility to 
the junta and disaffection with the US and 
NATO for collaborating with the junta 
and tolerating dictatorship within a West
ern alliance whose ostensible purpose was 
the defense of freedom, certainly in its 
member-states if not globally . Another 
component of this task was, in addition to 
exposing defections from the pro-junta 
military. encouraging them so that the dic
tatorship could only rely on a segment of 
the army for support and so as to be able 
to identify the dictatorship with only a seg
ment of the defense establishment. Such 
defections had two advantages for the re
sistance. One, the most immediately im
portant, was to persuade the US that the 
dictatorship was. rather than the surest 
guarantee of US strategic needs. the great
est threat to them because its involvement 
in politics had fractionalized and 
factionalized the ranks of the officer corps 
and had led to the retirement , dismissal , 
or resignation of the best educated. most 
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professional, and most authentically 
pro-Western officers in the Greek army. 
The other was to ensure that. once the 
junta fell. the army as an institution would 
not be totally discredited in the eyes of the 
Greek public. that the threat of backlash 
be directed against small segments of the 
military rather than against the military as 
a whole. 

The third and more complicated task 
was a lobbying campaign for a change in 
US policy toward Greece. This entailed 
lobbying high US government officials: on 
the one hand. the executive branch of the 
Government. particularly the State De
partment and the Pentagon; on the other 
hand. the legislative branch of the Gov
ernment. consisting of the two houses of 
Congress. It also entailed working with the 
American news media and American aca
demic circles. In addition. it attempted to 
lobby through the Greek-American com
munity. not only those individuals within 
it who were part of US officialdom (sena
tors and congressmen. etc) but also the 
Greek-language press in the United States 
as well as its two major nationwide insti
tutions: the largest fraternal organization 
called AHEPA (American-Hellenic Edu
cational and Progressive Association) and 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
and South America. led by Archbishop 
lakovos and with its headquarters in New 
York City. In the normal course of record
ing General Vidalis' indefatigable lobby
ing efforts, his journal leaves the reader in 
absolutely no doubt that his contacts were 
legion. that he succeeded in finding his way 
into high places, and that he earned him
self a reputation for dependability . mod
eration. prudence. and knowledgeability. 

Among the lobbying objectives pur
sued. two were especially prominent and 
elusive. One was that. as a way of restor
ing democracy in Greece. Washington 
should adopt a policy of coercion based 
on threats and fiat and abandon the alter
native of relying on suasion with the dic
tatorship through a policy of maintaining 
outwardly correct relations while quietly 
granting positive incentives. To 
Washington's argument that such a policy 
would constitute impermissible interven
tion in the domestic affairs of a sovereign 
state . General Vidalis argued that the 
problem of dictatorship was 
misformulated by Washington and that it 
had a duty to the NATO alliance. as did 
all member states in the common interest 
of the alliance. to intervene. to remove the 
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evil that alliance was set up to defend 
against. The other objective was to per
suade Washington to make some public 
gesture of cordiality toward King Con
stantine and Constantine Karamanlis. two 
of the best-known opponents of the regime 
and the two hitherto most notable for their 
pro-Western orientation. Its justification 
was that such a gesture would constitute a 
tacit designation of one or both as an al
ternative to the junta. at least an alterna
tive to oversee a transition back to democ
racy. 

The final objective was to thwart. how
ever quietly and non-confrontationally. 
any US efforts to arrange for some accom
modation between dictatorship and de
mocracy. junta and palace or the political 
world. The possible return of the King to 
a Greece in which the junta remained in 
power was opposed on the grounds that 
his presence would only serve to discredit 
him and legitimize the dictatorship. Imple
mentation of the authoritarian constitu
tion of 1968 or any other constitution for
mulated by the junta. rather than one ham
mered out by a representative. democrati
cally elected . constituent assembly. was 
opposed because it constituted a way of 
putting a pseudo-democratic facade on a 
dictatorship. 

Suffice it to say. therefore. that the jour
nal and the documentary section of this 
work are a mine of fascinating . detailed. 
and significant information about the 
junta period. its dictatorship and its resis
tance. It is particularly illuminating on the 
subjects of US policy toward the dictator
ship. the divisions within the US Govern
ment and American society regarding the 
relations between Greece and the United 
States. and the nature of the 
Greek-American community's response to 
dictatorship in Greece and US responsi
bility for it. It is inclusive of much else as 
well . shedding light on changes and divi
sions within the dictatorship itself and on 
resistance activities in Europe that con
verged with that of General Vidal is. It is. 
finally and most obviously. most informa
tive regarding General Vidalis himself. 
who reveals himself casually. hence con
vincingly. because we see him as actor as 
well as recorder. To be sure. we see the 
landscape that he records through the 
prism of his personal experience as it is still 
fresh. but this champion of freedom . 
through the record form that he uses and 
through the way he records. allows us a 
freedom as spectators of the landscape to 

see it with our own eyes. mind. and spirit 
as well as his. 

* * * 
Thus far we have been writing about 

this volume as journal and documents. 
journal of and documents from the period 
of military dictatorship. journal and docu
ments about resistance as the self-initiated 
and self-designed project of a 
self-designated activist answering the call 
of patriotic duty. We have examined the 
nature of the project and the record of its 
unfolding. But. in putting into print this 
hitherto private corpus of writings ap
proximately twenty-five years after they 
were completed. in sharing them a genera
tion later with the public at large. General 
Vidalis is engaged in a distinct though re
lated project and presenting himself in a 
recognizably similar but not absolutely 
identical form . His work is enriched and 
enriching because it adds new dimensions 
to his project of 1967-1974; the hindsight 
of a quarter-century on the part of a man 
who is not just that much older but now 
engaged in a second project. 

A journal or diary. kept concurrently 
with the activities and processes it records. 
opens a window to a past experienced as 
present. Its entries are written in medias 
res, when the future is unknowable and 
much in the present is still unknown. Ev
eryone . protagonists and antagonists. 
groping in the dark regarding the future, 
lives in uncertainty about the effectiveness 
of what they are doing. That is what gives 
journals an immediacy. an authenticity. an 
excitement that is dispelled when hindsight 
and reflection on the past intervene. Hind
sight. however. has a different set of re
wards. it allows us to assess the significance 
of a period and evaluate its projects in 
terms of their verifiable consequences. 
What were the longer-term conseq uences 
of dictatorship. of resistance. of the dia
lectic between the two? With access to 
what once was the impenetrable future. the 
journal-keeper is better able to engage in 
self-assessment. By placing one ' s motiva
tions and actions during that period in a 
larger diachronic context of unfolding pro
cesses. by rethinking the sufficiencies and 
deficiencies of one's earlier project. one 
can perhaps confront the opaqueness of 
one's current future with greater confi
dence or greater humility. One may be in 
a better position to decide whether to act 
or not to act in the present and. whichever 
the choice. what way to be active and what 
way to remain inactive. 
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Though General Vidalis' publication 
confines itself almost exclusively to his 
personal journal and related documents 
from the same period, he does, fortunately, 
encase them in a slim envelope of intro
duction and conclusion written some 
twenty-five years later. Unlike the diary 
itself, this envelope is not a dialogue with 
oneself, a personal record of the nightmare 
that was dictatorship in Greece, or a mix 
of expressed frustration and euphoria 
while ceaselessly doing battle for Greece 
in the United States. It is the late-1990s 
monologue of a still hardy but older war
rior, coming out of retirement a 
quarter-century later, to do battle once 
more, but this time a different kind of 
battle. As in the late sixties and early sev
enties, he is again a self-designated war
rior with a self-designed and self-initiated 
project. 

The weaponry of this project is largely 
literary rather than political or diplomatic, 
as it was then. His intended audience is 
largely Greeks, Greeks of all hues: all citi
zens of mainland Greece (Helladic Greeks 
living within the boundaries of the Greek 
republic) and all those worldwide who 
identify themselves as ethnically Greek and 
with Hellenism globally. But this public 
monologue is particularly addressed to 
that segment of its Greek audience who 
are young, who were born after the period 
to which it relates or born too late to re
member it. It is offered - devoutly, one 
might add - as a contribution to the col
lective memory, the on-going collective 
memory of living Greeks regarding their 
forefathers and foremothers. particularly 
in moments of extreme crisis. 

His project , this time , is not directed 
against a military dictatorship, which is, 
blessedly, thing of the past. It is directed 
against the possibility that a dictatorship 
might repeat itself if it is forgotten or if it 
is neglected as a legacy of an on-going 
present. The significance of his project 
might be described in the slightly para
phrased words of a character in Milan 
Kundera 's The Book of Laughter and For
getting; "the struggle of memory against 
forgetting is the struggle of human beings 
against power". As a contribution to the 
collective memory, this project falls into a 
long-established and cumulatively lofty 
tradition of memorialists extending back 
to the rise of the modern Greek state, the 
tradition that received lasting grandeur 
from another military man who. like the 
author of Years of Expatriation. also had 
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a natural entrepreneurial or managerial 
talent to go with his military skills, Gen
eral Yannis Makriyannis. The writings of 
that General were memoirs, however, re
call of events after the considerable pas
sage of time, rather than a journal, the re
cording of events as they were taking place. 
It is the envelope in General Vidalis, work 
that parallels the memoirs of Makriyannis. 
Without the envelope he is merely giving 
the reader access to his private records. 
With it he is, beyond sharing the value of 
hindsight with the reader, also helping the 
reader work through the journal or reflect 
back on it. 

Why has he undertaken this project? 
The most basic objective is academic and 
informational: to shed light on the first 
project. He asserts at the beginning of the 
final chapter ("Conclusions"): "The history 
of the activities in the United States for the 
restoration of democracy in Greece is un
known in its concrete details". Unknown 
in the United States as well as in Greece 
or not known well enough, one might add, 
lest one think his assertion is applicable 
only to Greece. Unknown in any compre
hensive or systematic way, one might 
elaborate, lest it appear he means only 
"unknown with any degree of specificity". 
This project, then, is meant to provide a 
mass of information that can "contribute 
to the historical investigation of a critical 
period in the life of the nation". Reduced 
to its bare minimum, it makes available 
raw data for an eventual historical synthe
sis. 

A second objective is to provide, in con-
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trast to the journal format and in only the 
sketchiest way, an alternative format that 
he had considered for his subject and sub
sequently discarded : an analytical and 
topical account, which would sacrifice 
detail, complexity, and the rich texture of 
daily experience, for the sake of summary 
and necessarily more abstract analysis and 
assessment. General Vidalis' final chapter 
is a brief but illuminating attempt to uti
lize that format when it becomes, in his 
judgment, an appropriate adjunt to the 
format of his original choice. 

Taking three communities in succession 
- Greeks, Greek-Americans, and Ameri
cans - he analyzes the role of constituent 
groups within each community in support
ing or opposing the dictatorship, in con
tributing to or abstaining from collective 
resistance . There is no need to paraphrase 
the General 's analysis' which is notable for 
its clarity, brevity, and balanced assess
ment of each community as a whole. Suf
fice it to observe that many of his judg
ments, more deeply delineated than in the 
journal, are unfavorable. But when they 
are, they are restrained, free of 
mean-spiritedness, self-righteous moraliz
ing, or personal attack, and accompanied 
by the acknowledgment of extenuating cir
cumstances. Negative judgments are coun
terbalanced by laudatory ones, but again 
with restraint and concern for accuracy. 
For instance, positive acknowledgments 
are emphatically and persuasively ex
tended to two figures whose contribution 
to the resistance has gone unrecognized or, 
in the judgment of General Vidalis, re-
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ceived insufficient recognition: ex-King 
Constantine and Archbishop lakovos of 
North and South America. Though these 
or other judgments may be disputed , what 
seems indisputable is that they are made 
with the most meticulous concern for eq
uity and accuracy and that, though stated 
with conviction, they are presented with
out dogmatism or insistence. 

A third objective of General Vidalis' 
current project is to assess, in long-range 
historical terms, the damage done by the 
dictatorship to Greece. There is no need 
to enumerate the summary list that he com
piles after writing, with the help of hind
sight, that the dictators "not only did not 
solve any of the political, social. economic, 
or national problems that troubled the 
country, but were the reason for the nega
tive developments that took on the mag
nitude of national disasters". Suffice it to 
say that what is most impressive in his 
analysis is that he goes beyond the obvi
ous types of damage, such as the catastro
phe of the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 
1974 and the de facto partition of the is
land that has continued since then , to say 
nothing of the poisoned relations between 
Greece and Turkey as a legacy of that 
event and the dictatorship'S contribution 
to it. He is deeply sensitive to the less tan
gible but real and lasting damage of the 
seven-year dictatorship, damage in the 
form of lost opportunities or loss of time 
and human labor which might otherwise 
have been used to take them. Among the 
things he finds most deplorable is the ne
cessity, prompted by dictatorial rule, of 
redirecting Greek energies from the path 
of single-mindedly promoting Greek de
velopment in general to that of getting 
Greece back on the constitutional path. 

Fourth and fifth objectives stem from 
his attempt to assess the performance of 
the resistance as a whole, parallel to the 
third objective of assessing the impact of 
dictatorial rule and in contradistinction to 
the second, which is confined to an analy
sis of the alignment of forces in the clash 
between dictatorship and resistance. If the 
junta was so damaging in its impact and if 
it was able to last so long, what is one then 
to conclude about the value or effective
ness of the resistance? The General re
minds us that the dictatorship was not 
toppled by collective resistance or by the 
United States. The former was not able to, 
the latter never tried. He admits that, in 
spite of his lobbying efforts and those of 
others in the United States, the resistance, 
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albeit more effective with Congress, never 
succeeded in getting either the Johnson or 
Nixon administrations to withdraw the 
support that the dictatorship needed to 
stay alive. Rather, it self-destructed after 
gross adventurism on its part. In retro
spect, which is to say in the "envelope" of 
introduction and conclusions, his assess
ment of resistance is mixed; on the one 
hand , balanced , realistic, and nuanced; on 
the other, complicated and ambivalent. 

His introduction acknowledges and 
summarizes important resistance initia
tives over time and contributions to resis
tance by individuals and groups, especially 
in the political world, the armed forces and 
ultimately the student population of 
Greece and in the world of academia, news 
media, and Houses of Congress in the 
United States. His emphasis is on the posi
tive, according all these efforts a cumula
tive contribution to the weakening and de
terioration of the dictatorship, and a fourth 
objective appears in the form of acknowl
edging those who fought the good fight. 
including himself. In this introduction he 
writes of himself: 

"The nature and exten t of a Greek mili
tary officer's actil'ities must be made knowlI, 
the difficulties he encountered, the help he 
gave others, the assistallce given him by oth
ers, and Ihe reaclions of the dictatorship, 
which culminated SOOIl enough ( August 
1970) with the 'withdrawal' of his citi:::en
ship". 

In the next paragraph he goes on: 
"That narrative also cOllslitutes an obli

gation I bear to all those l1'ho helped ill all 
possible ways ill the attempt to restore po
litical normality, prompted by their belief 
that democracy ought to return as soon as 
possible to Greece, Ihe land that gave birth 
to it ". 

In his conclusions the a uthor takes up 
the matter in a more striking way, though 
in this case regarding citizens of the coun
try that generously hosted him even as its 
government was propping up the regime 
he was so ardently fighting: 

"The writer absolutely believes that the 
time has come, after roughly three decades, 
for the Greek state to search out the epony
mous American citizens who took a basi
cally actil'ist position against the Greek dic
tatorship, to reward them ethically and to 
honor them for their unselfish contribution 
to the restoration of political freedom in 
Greece. This book can serve as the basis for 
searching out such eponymous figures ". 

But, concurrently, General Vidalis 

shifts to a markedly negative focus in pos
ing a very important historiographical 
question that adds depth and significance 
to his first objective of calling attention to 
the necessity of source materials for an 
eventual historical synthesis of the period 
of dictatorship. Why, he trenchantly asks, 
did all these efforts fail to liq uidate the dic
tatorship? The question is made more dif
ficult and the charge of failure made more 
agonizing by having already acknowl
edged the magnitude of the human efforts 
and sacrifices that went into the resistance. 
He answers in a characteristically respon
sible and self-critical way : in so many 
words, because we did not do enough or 
do what we did effectively enough. A fifth 
objective is to engage, quietly but unmis
takably, in an act of confession and expia
tion. 

He starts with himself. He blames him
self for two failures: not anticipating the 
coup of April 21 and hence being taken 
by surprise, not playing a sufficient role in 
the countercoup of December 13 and 
hence havi ng to choose expatriation if he 
wanted to actively resist . Then, of course, 
the moral imperative of later promethian 
efforts to undo what might with greater 
vigilance have been avoided. On behalf of 
his generation he confesses to the youth of 
Greece that it has failed them by not avoid
ing conditions that made military interven
tion possible , by not organizing a resis
tance that was effective enough to nip the 
dictatorship in the bud, and not passing 
on to the next generation conditions mak
ing their burden easier but, instead, add
ing problems that need never have existed. 
We find him, then , engaged in a project of 
deeper moral purpose, a mission, raising 
the question of accountability for de
ficiencies and failures in the land and the 
question of how Greeks can use the impo
sition of dictatorship and the deficiencies 
of resistance as a mirror capable of reflect
ing back to them the flaws in themselves 
that need to be overcome. Realizing that 
casting blame on others is a more freq uent 
human response than self-criticism, espe
cially in times of crisis, and realizing that 
the assignment of blame is likely to be di
visive rather than constructive, he is care
ful to caution that, though the dictators 
and those who supported them in one way 
or another bear a heavy responsibility for 
the seven-year dictatorship and the na
tional crisis it precipitated, they are not the 
only ones. By deeds of omission if not of 
commission, he asserts, all are somehow 
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complicit and hence accountable as well. 
All need to avoid accusing others as a way 
of exonerating themselves and to be 
self-critical so that all. feeling themselves 
accountable, will engage in a collective and 
concerted effort to purge the land of its 
deficiencies. 

A final objective is formulated as a 
hope: 

"llll'ouid be a blessingfor us 10 be taught 
sometliing from tliat national I'icissitude of 
ours and (or us to create the conditions tliat 
ll"Ould alioH' us to anticipate tlie future Ivilli 
optimism ". 

What conditions would these be? His 
entire work is an attempt to answer that 
question and, in the larger sense, show how 
one might use the lessons of the past in 
order to shape the future. General Vidalis 
is engaged in exercising and encouraging 
others to exercise the citizenry's right - and 
duty - of self-determination, but doing so 
through memory and the guidance than 
can come from memory' s recall. He is ex
plicit about his belief that the personal 
experience he acquired in carrying out his 
earlier project permits, perhaps even 
obliges, him to try his hand at answering 
that question. He tries to turn to account 
the first project by using it to facilitate the 
second one, this second one, like the first, 
entailing for him a time of crisis in the his
tory of the nation. 

The larger context of the current crisis 
is the international watershed precipitated 
by two processes: the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union and the unification of Eu
rope. Apart from what it entails for the 
economy and international standing of 
Greece, the crisis incorporates, in the eyes 
of the author, a variety of components: 
among them , the deterioration of mores, 
mistrust of virtually everything, lack of 
confidence in political leaders, pessimism 
about the future, insensitivity to the needs 
of the weak, nurturing the young in an 
environment that fails to teach the riches 
of the national heritage or to inculcate 
decorum and civilify, and, most of all, the 
frenzied political partisanship that has 
overtaken and lost sight of the national 
interest. 

"All thesefactors ", he concludes, "tend 
to work against all tliose national virtues 
tliat kept us standing in incomparably more 
difficult periods' ofll'ars and natiOllal catas
troplies ". 

Not only is he responding to a new and 
in many ways a greater crisis in this sec
ond project, he sees an integral relation-
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NEW HOME FOR THE MINNESOTA 
IMMIGRATION HISTORY CENTER 

Construction began this summer on the 
long-awaited Minnesota Library Access Cen
ter at the University of Minnesota. It will 
house the Immigration History Research 
Center's resource collections and activities 
relating to immigrant and ethnic history, in
cluding its collections about Greek Ameri
cans. Completion of the structure on the 
University's West Bank campus (overlooking 
the Mississippi River) is expected in two 
years. 

The IHRC is regarded as one of the 
nation's foremost repositories of historical 
resources dealing with American immigrant 
groups. Internationally recognized, its price
less collections document the migration and 
ethnic life of groups whose origins lie in 
southern, central, eastern, and northeastern 
Europe, as well as the Near East. The collec
tions include books and pamphlets, newspa
pers and periodicals, photographs, and origi
nal manuscript papers and records. Typical 
manuscript collections include the personal 
papers of community leaders, clergy,journal
ists, and educators, and the records of frater
nal organizations, labor and cooperative as
sociations, publishing companies, and immi
grant service organizations. Significant docu
mentation is available on the daily lives of 
immigrants and their descendants. These re
sources are used by teachers, students, jour
nal ists, exhibit curators, and ordinary citizens 

ship between this crisis and the earlier one, 
a relationship of cause and effect. 

"Though the result of many causes, a 
main one (jor the current crisis) is a cOl1.\e
quence of the interposition of the dictator
ship, whicli, among all its dreadful conse
quences, stood in the way of modernization 
and renewal ill persons and ideas ". 

Whether or not one agrees with the con
tent of the author'S response - his diagno
sis of the current challenges and the best 
way to deal with them - at the very least 

JOIN OUR 
YOUTH CRUISE 
(212) 967-5016 

researching their family histories. 
Sharing the building with the IHRC will 

be seven other University archival collections. 
In a creative design by the architects, the 
three-story surface structure wi 11 house offices, 
reading rooms, exhibit and meeting areas, and 
technical services; while the archival collec
tions and library books will be stored in huge 
constant-temperature caverns carved out of 
the sandstone, 80 feet beneath the surface. 

Clearly, the Legislature and Governor 
would not have approved bonding for the $41 
million project had the Friends of the IHRC 
and other building constituents not engaged 
in an intense three-year lobbying campaign. 
Especially effective were the letters, telephone 
calls , and visits organized by the Friends 
Building Committee, led by president Kalju 
Kubits. The staff of the IHRC is grateful to 
them and to all others who participated. 

Ever since its creation in the early 1960s, 
the IHRC has faced the dilemma of inad
equate housing, so its new home is the real
ization ofa long-held dream. For more infor
mation about the new building or the IHRC's 
activities, contact Joel Wurl, curator and as
sistant director, at Immigration History Re
search Center, U ofM, 826 Berry St., St. Paul , 
MN 55114 . Tel.: 612-627-4208; Fax : 
612-627-4190; E-mail: ihrc@tc.umn.edu. 
More information is also available at the 
Center's Web site: http: //www.umn.edu/ihrc. 

one has to accord him admiration for keep
ing so knowledgeably current with the rap
idly changing world in which we live and 
for dealing as comprehensively as he does 
with the problems it poses for and the op
portunities it offers Greece. Even more , 
one has to appreciate one of the most im
pressive features of the work as a whole: 
that it provides us with material and leaves 
us the room to draw lessons beyond those 
that he enumerates; in short, to draw some 
lessons of our own as we anticipate the 
future. Allowing us this freedom is perhaps 
the most profound way in which we might 
find this valuable and illuminating work 
by so earnest, generous, and modest a pa
triot and inspiring paean to freedom. 

John Anthony Petropoulos 
Ku811YllTy]s ICHOpiuS 

KOAAqiou Amherst, Massach usetts 
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The Origins of AHEP A 

Given that the American Hellenic Edu
cational Progressive Association is a se
cret fraternal organization it should come 
as no surprise that published accounts dif
fer as to how this institution was estab
lished. Of the few reliable accounts none 
offer the same narrative set of circum
stances. This is especially striking when 
we recognize the pivotal role that AHEPA 
has come to play in many Greek-Ameri
can communities. Providing the best syn
thesis of the various "origin stories" is long 
overdue. 

Founding Fathers 

In most accounts, written by Ahepans. 
George A. Poulos is attributed with the sole 
development of his "brain-child" the Or
der of AHEPA. This is most clearly pre
sented in PeterN. Mantzoras' AHEPA and 
I Across the Years (Glenview, Illinois: Pnyx 
Press, 1966) and largely implied by George 
Leiber's, The History of the Order of 
AHEPA (Washington, 1972). Poulos is 
portrayed as a well-to-do traveling sales
man who in the course of his daily rounds 
had many occasions to discuss his " brain
child" or ideas about a Greek "organiza
tion" with his fellow Greek customers. 
These accounts assert that Poulos, after 
formulating these ideas on his own, pre
sented them to the leaders of the Atlanta 
Greek community. The majority of the 
community leaders not only accepted 
Poulos ' ideas- without altering them in the 
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least-and then went on to become the Su
preme Lodge. 

But the "establishment" of AHEPA has 
seen other explanations that given the na
ture of Greek interaction and social orga
nization seem more plausible. Theodore 
Saloutos offers this version of AHEPA's 
origin in Greeks in the United States: 

"George A. Nicholopoulos- then known 
as "Poulos "- andJohn Angelopoulos, both 
traveling salesmen out of Atlanta and well 
known to each other, met by chance in 
Chattanooga. Tennessee, during the early 
summer of 1922. Their principle topic of 
conversation was how best to control the 
wave of hostility that had developed 
against members of their nationality. " The 
two men ..... agreed that this could best be 
effected through the formation of a patri
otic organization, national in scope, non
partisan in politics, and nonsectarian in 
religion. They also believed that such an 
organization had to be secret and com
prised of a select group of individuals, 
whose purpose would be to unite their fel
low countrymen, "inculcate in them an 
aggressive national conscience, " educate 
themselves in the fundamental principles 
of Americanism, and aid them to adapt 
themselves to the social and commercial 
climate of the country. " 

The two men, ..... after giving more se
rious thought to the matter, proposed to 
present their plan to the Greek-American 
public. They chose the name of the orga
nization, drafted the rules and regulations, 

selected titles for the officers, and attended 
to other details before openly presenting 
the plan. On July 26, 1922, they met with 
the most prominent members of the Atlanta 
Greek community in the classroom of the 
church and unfolded their plan of organi
zation. Following a lengthy discussion, 
seventeen of the twenty-five present ex
pressed their approval (1964: 248)." 

Events moved quickly and smoothly. On 
September 25, 1922, again with Poulos 
leading the way, the incorporation papers 
for the new organization were filed in 
Fulton County, Georgia. An important sec
tion from AHEPA ' s Charter stating the new 
organization's primary goals see inclusion 
in Heike Fenton and Melvin Hecker's, The 
Greeks in America 1528-1977: "[to) ad
vance and promote pure and undefiled 
Americanism among the Greeks in the 
United States, its Territories and Colonial 
possessions: to educate the Greeks in the 
matter of democracy, and government of 
the United States, andfor the general pro
motion of fraternity, sociability and the 
practice of benevolent aid among this na
tionality (Dobbs Ferry, New York: Oceana, 
1978: 30)." 

The First Supreme Lodge. or as it is now 
known, the Mother Lodge. was composed 
of eight men: Nicholas D. Chotas, Supreme 
President; James Campbell, Supreme Vice
President; Harry Angelopoulos, Supreme 
Secretary; George A. Pou los. Supreme 
Governor; and James Vlass Supreme Gov
ernor. Support for AHEPA was immedi-
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ate. The speed at which AHEPA grew is 
telling of its appeal. 

By the time of the First National Con
vention (or Convocation as supreme con
ventions were then called) in Atlanta on 
October 14, 1923, 32 Chapters had been 
organized with around 1,300 members. 
By 1924, in an obviously symbolic gesture, 

·the national headquarters of AHEPA was 
moved to Washington, DC. By 1928 the 
Order had over 17,000 members in 192 
chapters all across the nation. By 1930 the 
complete " AHEPA Family" saw comple
tion with a women's auxiliary, the Daugh
ters of Penelope, and two youth organiza
tions the Maids of Athena and the Sons of 
Pericles. 

But this origin story, in whatever ver
sion you choose, just doesn't ring true. 

Common Cause 

Merging what Mantzoras, Leiber, and 
Saloutos have to report we can now come 
to a more rounded social sequence of con
current events. Poulos had undoubtedly 
been talking- and at some length- with lo
cal Atlanta Greeks, and other compatriots 

in the Deep South, who were all feeling 
the pressure of Nativist Fellings against 
Greeks. 

Rather then seeing Poulos, as the Lone 
Innovator, Mantzoras and Leiber offer, 
Saloutos is more focused on the common 
cause Greek businessmen shared at this 
juncture in history. And this seems the 
more likely manner in which events pro
gressed. But we must push beyond 
Saloutos ' thoughtfully constructed narra
tive. 

It is clear from statements made by the 
other members of the Mother Lodge that 
Poulos, in the years following the First 
World War, was using this business con
tacts to talk through his ideas about Greek 
unity, as well as we can be sure gathering 
a few. As silver-tongued as Poulos may 
have in fact been presenting the organiza
tional goals, structure, and even the name 
of the group without one word of real dis
sent does not seem in keeping with how 
Greeks interact in social settings. Certain 
issues must have been already worked out 
in these "informal" discussions between 
Poulos and the prominent leaders of the 
community. We can be fairly certain of this 

SUpposition since these men moved 
quickly, surely and collectively to success
fully establish the new organization. 

But Poulos did have some very unique 
experiences that must also be considered 
in any historical survey of the foundation 
of AHEPA. Poulos was an esteemed confi
dant at the Imperial Palace of the Ku Klux 
Klan . And Poulos' role in this organiza
tion has only done him honor. 

At the Imperial Palace 

"It is an established fact that George 
A. Poulos was employed by the Imperial 
Palace of the Ku Klux Klan in a confiden
tial capacity and that he was present and 
participated in its secret meetings and con
ferences with the policy makers and high 
administrators of that then dreadfully pow
erful group. In this capacity he was in a 
position to have advanced knowledge of 
the plots and plans of the Klan, the causes 
out of which they arose and the objects of 
their madness. This advance information 
was constantly lIsed to the best advantage 
of the unsuspecting victims. " 

"There is no doubt that what POlilos saw 
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and learned from his experiences in the 
secret service of the Klan's Imperial Pal
ace prompted the germination of the idea 
fo establish among the Greeks an organi
zation which would counterbalance the 
power of the Klan. .. " So, V.1. Chebites, 
reports on Poulos in his series of National 
Herald articles on the foundation of 
AHEPA published during October 1950. 

With all the fine phrasing aside and by 
reading between the lines of statements 
later attributed to Poulos, his contact with 
the Klan was nothing short of terrifying. 
While Poulos' role as Klan consularrie is 
never explained in detail, the fervor and 
singleminded dedication with which he 
later preached his vision of a national 
Greek organization speaks volumes for 
how his role at the Palace was unquestion
ably as spy and not a fellow conspirator. 
And we can be sure that in his private con
versations with fellow Greeks over table 
tops in restaurants or behind the closed 
doors of hotel rooms much of these in Pal
ace encounters were undoubtedly related. 

Long before the FBI decided to infil
trate the Klan others had done so. While, 
perhaps, Stetson Kennedy's I Rode with the 
Ku Klux Klan is today remembered as one 
of the first of these "insider exposes the 
Klan" books he was far from the first to go 
underground. Poulos' role in the early 
I900s seems similar to that of Arthur 
Derounian in the early 1930s. Born of Ar
menian parents in Greece in 1909 
Derounian and his family left Greece soon 
after the 1922 Catastrophe. Derounian's 
shock and rage at discovering American's 
handing out pro-Nazi leaflets in the 1930s 
led him to investigate those who actively 
sought to destroy freedom in America. 

In 1940, Derounian was present when 
the German American Bund invited Chris
tian Front and Ku Klux Klan leaders to 
their Camp Nordland in New Jersey. "The 
principles of the Bund and the principles 
of the Klan are the same, " said a leader 
o[fhe Nazi movement that day (Katz 1993: 
90)" While Derounian was fated to write, 
UnderCover: My Four Years in the Nazi 
Underground of America (1943) Poulos' 
exposure to the deepest workings of the 
KKK transformed him into the fire-brand 
that ignited what would prove to be the 
most influential Greek fraternal organiza
tion in the history of the United States. But, 
again, no amount of conversation by Poulos 
about the Klan would have moved the 
Greeks to organize on a national level, with 
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such deliberate speed, unless they were 
facing a common problem. And they most 
certainly were. 

Greasy Spoon Greeks 

Pride and shame have resulted in a lapse 
in the history of Greeks in North America. 
Between the two world wars Greeks were 
very often attacked or at the very least fre
quently harassed by those around them. 
Few today speak of these events. With street 
crime a major issue in the 1990s relating a 
selection of these events will help 
contextualize why AHEPA had such im
mediate and nationwide support. 

I was at the Holy Trinity festival in In
dianapolis in the early 1980s. Seeing a sign 
that said "BLOOMINGTON" I made my 
way through the crowd and sat down. In 
the course of introducing myself as a stu
dent at Indiana University's Bloomington 
campus an elder woman spoke up saying 
that her father used to own a candy store 
in the town. She was glad to be gone, she 
said. When I asked why I learned that when 
she was a girl every Friday night the Ku 
Klux Klan would ride horses around and 
around the main square in a torch like pa
rade. Many times the windows in her 
parent's store were broken. 

In Grand Rapids, Michigan I once 
spoke with an elderly man who had been 
one of the early shoe-shine boys in the 
city. One night on his way home a crowd 
of Klansmen in hoods grabbed him and 
beat him unconscious. After his recovery 
he led Greekmen from the communit to 

these men and they were individually 
beaten. When I asked how the man had 
been able to recognize the hooded crowd 
he laughed. As a shoe-shine boy all he did 
was look at people's shoes. When he was 
being kicked by the Klansmen he recog
nized their shoes and was so able to iden
tify his attackers. 

The Klan has left its mark on Greek
American consciousness in other ways. I 
was in a plush suburb outside of Gary, In
diana. The attendant at the gatehouse 
wouldn't let me in until the person I was 
to visit answered her phone and gave my 
name. Two elderly Greek-American 
women had agreed to meet me at their large 
condo-complex. The ladies were going to 
identify individuals in some old Greek fra
ternal organ ization photographs. I n the 
course of identifying the various people one 
of the women said, "oh, you don't want to 
know about that old kuklanos'" The other 
woman coverewd her mouth and laughed 
until tears came to her eyes. I was con
fused and said so. When the laughter 
stopped I was told that when someone in 
the Greek community of the 1920s-1930s 
wanted to really insult a fellow Greek as 
being totally crazy they would call him a 
kuklanos, e.g. a member of the Ku Klux 
Klan. 

Not all these attacks were from the Klan 
but other America Right wing Groups such 
as the No-Knowing Party. But, once again, 
it is unreasonable to assume that Greek im
migrants only made enemies in America. 
Many elderly Ahepans have told me that 

• rominent Protestant ministers in and 

~ THE BOOKS BY 
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VEFA ALEX/ADOU 

The books "Greek Cuisine", and "Greek Pastries ", 
by V efa Alexiadou have been published with a new look. 

They are written in Greek and English and you can 
purchase them by sending a check or money order to: 

Estiator Magazine 
421 7th Avenue, Suite 810, New York, N.Y. 10001 

The price for each book is $28.50 including postage and handling 

Her new book "Festive Cuisine ", has also been 
published in both languages 

The price for the book is $35.00 including postage and handling 
(Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery) 

~-------------------------~ 
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THANKSGIVING OFFERINGS 
PROVIDE HELP FOR THE POOR 

Baltimore, Md.- Even if you can ' t feed 
all the homeless and hungry people in the 
world, or provide basic necessities to all 
those desperately in need, you can help by 
participating in International Orthodox 
Christian Charities' (lOCC) 5th Annual 
1997 "Thanksgiving Lunchless Lunch." 

This is a tangible way for individuals, 
churches, organizations and businesses to 
express their support of 10Ce's mission: 
To respond to the call of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to min ister to those who are suffer
ing and are in need throughout the world, 
sharing with them God ' s gifts offood, shel
ter, economic self-sufficiency and hope. 

Here's how you can help 10CC provide 
basic necessities to the homeless, the hun
gry and suffering people in our world: 

• First, send your donation of 
$19.97 ... $199.70 .. . $1,997.00 or 
whatever you can give to Interna
tional Orthodox Christian Charities. 

• Second, set an empty plate on your 
table on Thanksgiving Day in re
membrance of the hungry people of 
our world . 

around Atlanta were deeply ashamed at 
how the Klan was treating the local Greeks. 
That, in point of fact, these same Protes
tant leaders were encouraging the Greeks 
to take action in defense of their rights as 
citizens. 

All of these factors taken collectively 
offer a more rounded story than the sheer 
persuasive power of George A. Poulos. 
Greeks around the country, not just in At
lanta, suffered the attacks of nativistic ele
ments. All Americans were not against 
them . The "secret plans" of hate groups 
like the Ku Klux Klan were intimately 
known by Greeks posing as members of 
the group. Through their knowledge of 
business corporations and how fraternal 
organizations can link lone individuals to 
a wider network of other Americans the 
immigrants sought to gain moral and po
litical influence through collective efforts. 
From this perspective the Greeks are far 
from hapless peasants bumbling about 
America. Rather they are how we in the 
community remember them, shrewd and 
realistic . 

Seen in this light it is not surprising 
that they would seek to form a collective 
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• Third, offer the Prayers of Thanks
giving on the back of your "Thanks
giving Lunchless Lunch" ticket be
fore and after the meal. 

Proceeds from contributions will pro
vide assistance in Eastern Europe, the Rus
sian Federation, the Middle East, and be
yond. They will enable 10CC to continue 
programs to feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, heal the sick, and promote self-help 
activities among the poor. 

Send your donations for the 1997 
" Thanksgiving Lunchless Lunch" to 
10CC, P.O. Box 98298, Washington. DC 
20090-8298. 

International Orthodox Christian 
Charities was established in 1992 by the 
Standing Conference of Canonical Ortho
dox Bishops in the Americas as the inter
national humanitarian agency of Orthodox 
Christians in the United States and 
Canada. 10CC provides assistance solely 
on the basis of need. 10CC is a 501(c)(3) 
corporation. All gifts are tax deductible as 
provided by law. 

organization best suited to reach their in
tended goals. As Theodore Saloutos ob
serves, .. What in effect was happening was 
that Greek-American businessmen, who 
felt the menacing hand of nativistic oppo
sition, were organizingfor self-protection. 
Instead of meeting kind with kind and re
sorting to violent action, marked by big
otry and hate. the Greek-Americans, the 
immigrants of vester day, chose the method 
of peaceful assembly and democratic dis
cussion. They decided upon organization, 
persuasion. and positive action. If their 
methods in the past had been inappropri
ate, they meant to right the situation (1964: 
249). 

At a time when many fear the continu
ance of our most basic religious and social 
organizations it is worthwhile to reflect 
upon the lasting accomplishments of our 
forefathers. For they faced dangers and 
uncertainties we do not have to know be
cause of what they suffered. And their 
legacy extends beyond mere institutions by 
serving as an enduring model for the cool 
manner in which to overcome any adver
sity of the day by reason, courage, and col
lective force of purpose . 

Frank Angleton, 
Theologian 

Educator, Author 

A service for Frank Angleton was held 
September 29, at Holy Trinity Greek Or
thodox Church in Westfield, N.J. 

Frank Angleton, theologian, educator, 
author was born and raised on the island 
ofCephalonia, Greece. He received his the
ology degree in 1939 from the National 
University of Greece where he specialized 
in Patristics. 

Upon receiving a World Council of 
Churches fellowship after World War II, 
he pursued graduate studies in the United 
States at Berkeley Divinity School and 
Drew University and received a Masters 
in Sacred Theology Degree from Union 
Theological Sem inary of New York. Arch
bishop Michael, the Primate of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America, invited him to assume the direc
torship of the Department of Religious 
Education from 1950 to 1954. In 1952 he 
was appointed Dean of St. Basil's Acad
emy in Garrison. New York where he 
served until 1955. He also served as edi
tor-in-chief of the Orthodox Observer, the 
official monthly of the Archdiocese, from 
1950 to 1954. In 1962, he was one of the 
founders of the Holy Trinity Greek Ortho
dox Church in Westfield, New Jersey. 

For his services to the Church, he was 
honored by the Ecumen ical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople with the office of archon 
Megas Hieromnimon of the Great Church 
of Christ. 

In addition to numerous articles, edito
rials, papers, reviews, and monographs 
published in academic periodicals, his 
major work, History of the Greek Ortho
dox Church in America. is in press. 

He is survived by his beloved wife, Lily, 
and is the father of one daughter, Anne 
Angleton Hyde, and grandfather of Rob
ert, Linsey, and Elizabeth . 
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Holy Trinity Church in Chicago 
Observes Centennial in October 

Chicago's Holy Trinity Church, the oldest 
Greek Orthodox parish in the city and the third 
oldest in the nation (after New Orleans's Holy 
Trinity in 1864 and New York's Holy Trinity 
in 1892), is celebrating the I OOth anniversary 
of its continuous existence in October. The 
historic occasion is being marked by a series 
of events which have already started and 
which will culminate with a grand banquet 
at Chicago's Hyatt Regency International 
Ballroom on Saturday, October 11 th, followed 
the next day with an hierarchical Divine Lit
urgy at the church, 6041 W. Diversey in Chi
cago to be officiated by Archbishop Spyridon, 
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America. 

The celebratory event which began on the 
parish's feastday of the Holy Trinity on June 
15, 1997, has featured a number of activities 
including a plague-dedicatory ceremony at the 
Chicago campus of the University oflllinois, 
marking the site of the original church in 
1897; a theatrical production by the students 
ofthe parish school-Socrates, the oldest es
tablished Greek Orthodox parochial day 
school founded in 1908; alumni reunion and 
other events, all built around the centennial 
theme of "Celebration and Reunion." An his
torical album with the history and rare pic
tures ofthe one hundred years life-span of the 
parish, is being published. 

Chairman of the Centennial Committee is 
Jim Logothetis, a member of the 
Archdiocesan Council. with his committee 
consisting of: Dr. Steve Ballis, co-chairman; 
James Anton and Dr. Speros Karras, 
vice-chairmen; Dan Kuesis, Ad Book chair
man; and Vasiliki Tsiappas, secretary. Presi
dent of the community is Chicago industrial
ist Kyriakos J. Pontikes and pastor of the par
ish since 1964 is the energetic Fr. George C. 
Kaloudis. In addition to the church/school/ 

Professor Kapan is an authority on the his
tory of the Greeks a/Chicago and is the au
thor of several lPorks on this topic. His lat
est book on this theme 11'as published in 1990 
by the Garland Publishing Company in Ne11' 
York. 
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I By ANDREW T. KOPAN I 

community center complex, the community 
also operates the St. Dionysios Chapel at the 
parish and the Chapel ofthe Transfiguration, 
(founded in 1925), at Elmwood Cemetery. 

History of the Community 
The founding of Holy Trinity in 1897 

marked the beginning of the first permanent 
presence of Greek immigrants in Chicago. 
Rightly so, it has been called the "metropo
lis" (mother church), of Chicago 's Greek Or
thodox churches. It was not, however, the first 
Greek Orthodox church in the city. It was pre-

ceded in 1892 by the establishment of An
nunciation Church which was organized by 
the Lycurgus Sociely-the first Greek fraternal 
group in Chicago, comprised ofTzintzinians, 
Spartans and other immigrants from the prov
ince Laconia, Greece. This church was estab
lished to serve the spiritual needs of the origi
nal Greek community settled by immigrants 
from Laconia who had begun coming to Chi
cago after the Great Fire of 1871, led by 
Christos Tsakonas from the village of 
Tzintzina, in Laconia. The church was opened 
in a rented upper level warehouse at Union 

"When you make a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind ... " 
LlIke 14:13 

- 5th Annual -
INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES 

1997 
"THANKSGIVING LUNCHLESS LUNCH" 

(t) 
Thursday, November 27 

A s we give thanks to God for the 
many blessings in our lives, 

So must we remember those who 
have little or nothing ... 

and are still thankful for a crust of 
bread, a warm blanket ... 

or chance to earn a few dol/ars, or for 
simply living yet another day. 

SHOW THEM YOU CARE! 
Your donation to the laCe 1997 "Thanksgiving Lunchless Lunch" give people in 
need an opportunity to have a nutritional meal, to earn enough money to provide 

food for their family .. .to take a step toward self-sufficiency. 

r-------------------------------------~---

~yes, I want to show I care by participating 
in the IDee "THANKSGIVING LUNCH LESS LUNCH. " 

o Enclosedismycheck/moneyorder. 0 $19.97 0$199.70 0 $1997.00 o Other _ _ _ __ --;:-~ 
o Charge my Visa/Mastercard # __________ Exp. Date _ __ , 

Name _ _ _____________________ _ 

Address' ______________________ _ 

City, _________ __ 5tate, _____ Zip, ____ _ 

Parish: ________ Jurisdiction: ___________ _ 

.---' 

IT' 5end your tax-deductible donation to, International Orthodox Christian Charities, P.O. Box 98298 

~ Washington, D.C. 20090-8298 L ___________________________________________________ ~ 
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A venue and Randolph Street near the produce 
market where the Greeks lived and worked. 
Later it was moved to more accommodating 
quarters in a Masonic Temple at Clark, and 
Kinzie streets, also near the market area on 
the near North Side. Rev. Peter Phiambolis 
was brought from Greece to serve as the first 
resident Greek Orthodox priest in Chicago. 

Soon after, Greek immigrants from the 
province of Arcadia began arriving to Chi
cago in greater numbers. Instead of settling 
in the South Water Street area by the whole
sale produce market as the Laconians did, they 
went to the Near West Side of Chicago in the 
vicinity of Halsted and Harrison streets, 
where, after pushing out the Irish and Ital
ians, established Chicago's first and largest 
Greek Town . Since most of them were from 
the villages ofTegea near Tripolis, the capi
tal of Arcadia, they organized the Tegea So
ciety-the second fraternal group to be estab
lished in the Greek community . 

Initially, the Arcadians attended the An
nunciation C hurch. But as their numbers in
creased the church became the scene of ten
sion and discord . The Spartans of the 
Lycurgus Society which controlled Annuncia
tion Church, decided to place a "tax" on the 
Arcadians for attending their church . The 
Arcadians withdrew in anger and the Tegea 
Society decided to establish its own church. 

The feud thus brought about the first split in 
the Greek community of Chicago. 

The Greco-Turkish war of 1897 brought a 
brief impasse in the feud but it indirectly in
fluenced the future . Both Laconians and 
Arcadians, put aside their differences and 
joined ranks to fight in defense of Greece. 
Nearly 300 young Greek immigrants formed 
a volunteer unit and with the blessings of 
Father Phiambolis embarked for Greece. The 
volunteers reached Greece just in time to dis
cover that the "thirty-day war" with Turkey 
had come to an end . Seeing that Greece had 
no need for them, the volunteers agreed to 
return to the United States as soon as pos
sible, but not until the Arcadian contingent 
decided they could salvage something from 
this abortive mission if they returned to Chi
cago with a priest from Arcadia. This was 
accomplished when by chance, while in 
Piraeus waiting for departure to America, they 
met an Arcadian priest by name of Theodore 
Papaconstantinou who was preparing to leave 
for Chicago to visit his sons. He accepted their 
offer and before long they all found them
selves in Chicago . 

During the week of his arrival Fr. Theodore 
according to one source, believing that he 
could effect a reconciliation between the feud
ing Laconians and Arcadians, approached Fr. 
Phrambolis and asked if he could assist him 

OMOGENEIA/HELLENIC LIFE 

A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER 
WITH POTENTIAL 

EFFECTIVE AND INEXPENSIVE 
ADVERTISING 

at Sunday services. He was refused, not only 
by Phiambolis, but also by the officers of the 
Lycurgus Society, and the executive commit
tee of the Annunciation Church. The offended 
Arcadians and their sympathizers instructed 
the Tegea Society to proceed with the estab
lishment of their own church . 

Immediately , an executive committee was 
formed with instructions to locate suitable 
accommodations to enable Fr. Papacon
stantinou to conduct religious services and to 
consider the establishment of a permanent 
new church edifice. Among the members of 
the committee whose names have come down 

to us are: D. Demetropoulos, John Stephanos, 
K. Chorophilikas, K. Stavrakas, K. Chipia
nitis , D. Kogionis , S . Tsouroupas, D. 
Vrionios , Darivas , A thanasopoulos and 
Saramantis. Within a week, a hall was rented 
at the northeast corner of Halsted and Adams 
in the new emerging Greek Town and the first 
Divine Liturgy ofthe newly named Holy Trin
ity Church took place in the summer of 1897. 

The New Holy Trinity Church 
A fund drive was immediately conducted 

to raise money for the purchase of a perma
nent building and despite the fact that the fi
nancial "Panic of 1897" was gripping the 
country, the boys and young men working in 
the produce market or as peddlers, were able 
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to raise $2,500 for the purchase of a church 
within two months. The dream became a' re" 
ality when, at the suggestion of Theophanis 
Zathas, a former Episcopalian church at 1 ro 1 
Johnson St. (now Peoria Street), in the shadow 
of Chicago's famed Hull House in the Greek 
Town area, was purchased as the first perma
nent Greek Orthodox church of Chicago. The 
first Divine Liturgy was celebrated by Fr. 
Papaconstantinou on October 18, 1897 with 
the assistance of the two Laconian psaltes- 
Spyrakis and Kolovos of the Annunciation 
Church, who left that church and offered their 
services to Holy Trinity . Similarly , the first 
elected president of the parish council of Holy 
Trinity was a Laconian by name of 
Constantine Loumos, despite the fact that it 
was mainly an Arcadian church. This appar
ent appeasement won over dissident 
Laconians from the Annunciation Church, 
forcing it to close its doors shortly thereafter. 
In this respect, Holy Trinity became the first 
permanent Greek Orthodox church in Chicago 
and remained the only such church until 1909 
when Saints Constantine and Helen on the 
South Side and the Annunciation Church was 
re-established on LaSalle Street in 1910. 

It was at this church , in cooperation with 
the benevolent influence of Jane Addams at 
neighboring Hull House, that the real organi
zation of Chicago ' s Greek community first 
took place. It was here that the first Greek lay 
leadership that gave direction to the Greek 
community of Chicago, emerged: men like Dr. 
Gregory Papaeliou, Demetrios Manouso
poulos, Basil Georgacopoulos, Demetrios 
Ts iambas, and later, Dr. John Volikos, attor
ney Andrew Vlachos and Dr. George 
Karaflos. among others. It was here that the 
first religious leaders emerged providing spiri
tual subsistence to the community- men like 
the reverends Leon Pegeas, Ambrose 
Mandilaris , Cyril Georgiadis , Theodore 
Prousianos Averkios Assimakopoulos , 
Nectarios Maurokordatos and Gabriel 
Mathiopoulos, each of whom served as pas
tor of the church following Fr. Theodore. It 
was here that the first lopika somafeia or 
hometown societies were formed; the first pro
fessional and cultural organizations and the 
first Greek women's charitable society- the 
forerunner to today ' s Phi loptochos. 

More importantly it was at Holy Trinity 
that the first Greek Orthodox elementary day 
school in the nation was established- that of 
Socrates School which was opened in 1908 
with the first teacher-principal the late George 
Arvanitis and 38 pupils. So great were the 
parishioners ' concern for thei r ethnic and re
ligious heritage to be perpetuated that the 
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BYZANTINE CHANTING COURSE 
BY THE ATHENAGORAS INSTITUTE, 
The Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox In

stitute, in cooperation with the Ascension 
Cathedral of Oakland, announces the offer
ing of a course The Art of By=antine Chant
ing: TheOfY and Practice of By=antine Mu
sic during Fall Semester 1997. The course is 
intended as an introduction to the theory and 
practice of Byzantine music and presumes no 
formal training or musical expertise. 

The primary focus of the course will be 
the study of the traditional eight modes of 
Byzantine Music. The student will learn to 
read Byzantine musical notation , learn to 
improvise a Byzantine melody in a given 
mode of a given text, study the order of ser
vice of the Church's main services and its 
major feasts, and learn how to function as a 
self sufficient chanter by using the principal 
liturgical books. In addition , attention will be 
given to the theological and spiritual content 
of Byzantine hymnography as well as the hu
man stories of some ofthe most eminent mu
sicians of our Church, especially its chant
ers. 

school was housed in separate facility nearby 
providing exceptional education for the first 
generations of Greek American children un
der the tutelage of outstanding teachers such 
as I. Demitrakopoulos, George Drossos, 
Nicholas Lambrinidis, Pantel is Parpardis and 
Iphigenia Kordogiannis . Today, nearly 80 
years after its founding, the school continues 
this tradition under the able leadership of its 
current principal , Elias K. Polites, albeit in 
newer quarters. 

The newer quarters were made mandatory 
in 1963, when after 66 years the original 
church and school , along with neighboring 
Hull Housc, had to be torn down to make way 
for the new University of Illinois at Chicago 
campus. The Greek Town of seventy years 
came to a virtual end. But like a phoenix ris
ing out of the ashes, Holy Trinity Church and 
Socrates School were resurrected again and a 
new community complex in the Byzantine tra
dition was built at 6400 W. Diversey Ave. on 
Chicago ' s northwest side. And to this day-
100 years later, Holy Trinity Church with its 
school. continues to serve as a beacon for 
Hellenism and Orthodoxy in the Chicago area. 
May this beacon continue to shine indefinitely . 

The course's instructor, Dr. Theodore 
Bogdanos, is Professor Emeritus of Medieval 
English and European (Byzantine) Literature. 
Dr. Bogdanos is currently choir director ofthe 
Ascension Cathedral in Oakland and has 
close to 40 years experience as chanter, com
poser, and choir director in the Greek Ortho
dox Church. His publications include The 
By=antine Liturgy Hymnology and Order. a 
large collection of Byzantine chant transcribed 
into Western musical notation and translated 
into English, various services of the major 
feast days ofthe Church set for choirs, and a 
choral setting of St. John Chrysostom's Di
vine Liturgy. 

Classes will be held every Tuesday 
evening from September 16 through Decem
ber 30, 1997 (7:30 p.m . - 9:30 p.m.) at the 
Education Building at the Ascension Cathe
dral , 4700 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland, CA. Tu
ition for the course is $90 with an additional 
$20-$25 for materials . For registration and 
more information contact The Patriarch 
Athenagoras Orthodox Institute (510) 
649-2450 or Dr. Theodore Bodganos (510) 
638-9484. 
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Remembering Smyrna 
75 YEARS FROM THE ASIA MINOR TRAGEDY 

I By ARTHUR N. FRANGOS I 
Excerpts from his book "Realms of Gold-An Iliad of Our Time" 

Published by Pella Publishing Co., Inc., 337 W 36th St., New York, NY, 10018 

PART 2 

B efore Sarkis ran down the stairs to 
join his family he turned to Hrant 

and said, "For God's sake don't come 
down . Go back and hide next door. I'll call 
you when it's safe to come out. Now go." 
His uncle's face hardened when Hrant 
didn't move. "Hrant! Do as I tell you! Go!" 
With that he turned and ran down the 
stairs. Hrant hesitated for an instant and 
then , remembering his uncle's unyielding 
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command, ran back up to the attic. 
Three soldiers and an officer had bro

ken into the house . Outside a cart loaded 
with furniture and household items stood 
waiting. Two or three local Turks came in 
behind the soldiers. Sarkis recognized one 
of them as an employee of his at the facto
ry. He could not help noticing the gleaming 
look of ecstasy that shone in all of their 
eyes. He could see that they were in a state 
of orgiastic exultation. His heart sickened, 
and he suddenly realized that no man in 

Smyrna before the destruction 

such a state could be stopped by a mere 
piece of paper. 

Still, he must try. He ran to the officer
a tall, squinting, leather-skinned man wear
ing the lambskin kepi headgear that told 
his rank-waving his letter before him . As 
he ran he saw Rose, his wife, cowering in a 
corner. She was whimpering softly as she 
clutched their children, Anita, a girl of 
twelve , and Stephan, a boy of ten , to her 
bosom. 

"Please! Look! Read this!" Sarkis plead-
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ed in Turkish as he approached the officer 
who stood with his sword in his hand and 
an expression of utter contempt on his face. 
As Sarkis drew near and seemed as if he 
might actually touch him, the officer sprang 
back and chopped off Sarkis' hand at the 
wrist. 

At that moment a flash of images flood
ed Sarkis' senses, as the hand still clutch
ing the letter fell to the floor and the blood 
started to spurt from the stump. As if he 
were watching something happening to 
someone else, he saw his daughter break 
away from her mother and run screaming 
toward the back of the house followed by 
some Turks; he saw his little son step out 
in front of his mother so as to protect her. 
The boy had his hands outstretched and 
he saw the soldier's sword come down and 
split his hand apart between the open fin
gers; he saw the boy's head lopped off; he 
saw the boy's body fall ; he saw the sol
diers begin to rip his screaming wife's 
clothes off; he saw her dragged out of her 
comer and held down while her legs were 
pried apart; he saw the officer nonchalant
ly kick his severed hand aside and noticed 
that he was wearing a pair of boots that his 
factory had supplied to the Turkish army. 
All of these images flashed instantaneous
ly through Sarkis' consciousness while a 
soldier hacked away at his body and he fell 
to the floor dead. 

Hrant could hear the screams even in 
the attic of the house next door. He was 
afraid, yet he had to struggle hard to keep 
from running back to his uncle's house. 
Again, as in the case of his parents, he was 
far away from where he was needed and he 
ached and agonized over his cowardice. 
His intellect told him that it really didn't 
matter whether he was with his uncle or 
not; the outcome, whatever it was, would 
be the same. Still , he hated himselffor be
ing safe while next door his uncle and his 
family were facing possible death by the 
Turks. 

After the initial screaming, an ominous 
silence followed that unnerved the young 
boy even more. He dared not move just 
yet. He would wait until nightfall and then, 
under the cover of darkness, he would en
ter his uncle's home to see what had hap
pened. He prayed until nightfall finally 
came. 

When it was dark, Hrant slowly made 
his way back through the haunting still-
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ness that had suddenly enveloped the en
tire Armenian quarter. It was as if the Turks 
had glutted themselves on massacre and 
had entered that languorous stupor they 
called Kef- a much longed for dreamy 
trance-like state that is only induced in the 
Turk by hasheesh or slaughter. 

He stumbled through the dark until , by 
feel , he managed to make his way down to 
the parlor; he could see nothing. As he 
made his way across the room his foot 
struck something that yielded slightly 
when he bumped it. A cold sweat broke 
out over Hrant's entire body as the realiza
tion of what the object he'd accidentally 
kicked might be. He knelt down and 
touched his uncle's dead body. His hands 
felt the cold and clammy lifeless flesh and 
suddenly he began to run blindly out of 
the room. He ran a few faltering steps and 
tripped over another lifeless body. The 
horror of what had happened finally im
pacted on his mind and he bit his lip until 
the blood ran to keep from screaming. glow 
of light filled the room, he saw a trail of 
blood leading to the pantry door. He 
opened the door and saw his cousin Ani
ta's body hanging from a hook. She was 
dead. Her naked little body was smeared 
with blood and covered with open wounds. 
The ebony handle of a kitchen knife pro
truded from her vagina. Her child's breasts 
had been sliced off. Her nose was gone. 
There was no tongue in her gaping mouth . 

Hrant tried to scream but no sound came 
from his constricted throat. He turned and 
ran back through the hall into the parlor. 
There he saw his uncle's mutilated corpse 
in a puddle of blood. His cousin Stephan's 
headless trunk was lying on the other side 
of the room . His arms had been chopped 
off. His severed head had been kicked into 
the comer like a ball. There were dagger 
and sword-blade wounds all over his 
young body. 

His aunt was lying on her back in a pool 
of blood that mingled with the blood of her 
son. Her legs were hideously spread-eagled 
and Hrant tried to tum his eyes away in 
shame but could not. His uncle's genitals 
had been pushed into her mouth. Her eyes 
shone brightly in the candlelight as she 
had no eyelids- they had been sliced off 
together with her nose and ears. 

Some time later, Hrant found himself 
back up in the attic crouched in a dark cor
ner. He did not know how he'd gotten there 
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nor how long he'd been there. He was shak
ing violently and was trying to cry, but 
could on Iy pant and grunt repeatedly like a 
breathless animal. His chest was heaving 
and his fingernails were cutting into the 
palms of his clenched fists , drawing blood. 
He cowered deeper into the dark comer and 
waited. 

Hours later, the sound of the fire bri
gade alarms and the acrid smell of smoke 
and petroleum assailed his nostrils and 
brought him sharply back to full conscious
ness. He crawled over to the hole in the 
roof and climbed out onto the parapet wall 
dividing the two houses. The entire Arme
nian quarter was ablaze. Flames were ev
erywhere around him, lighting the night sky 
and lick ing hungr ily at the brick and 
wood-framed houses throughout the sec
tion . At that moment, Hrant realized what 
the Turks were attempting to do. And then 
he remembered his uncle telling him once 
that he must never despair. It was as if he 
knew something about Hrant's parents and 
was trying to prepare the boy in a round
about way. 

Hrant had been worried sick about not 
having had any news from his family , and 
had barely been restrained from setting out 
for home on his own. His uncle had said to 
him then : "You must never forget that you 
and Stephan are the last of our line. You 
must live, both of you. so that we can live 
on through you ." 

He crawled back through the hole in the 
roof and ran by the I ight of the flames down 
the stairs and out into the street. He felt a 
stiff, breeze blowing against his 
soot-smeared face. It carried the smell of 
burning fresh and gasoline. Hrant would 
never forget that smell. 

Day was dawning, and the fire the Turks 
had set in the Armenian quarter had spread 
quickly throughout the city. By the time 
Hrant made his way through the frenzied 
crowds to the quay, it was completely out 
of control. 

Thousands of people had been pushed 
by the fire to the quay. There was no other 
direction in which to go, as the Turks had 
blocked off all of the roads leading out of 
the city. Many still desperately believed 
that the Allies would now surely launch a 
rescue operation to save them. How could 
they not do so? After all , they were all un
armed civilians, many of whom were also 
citizens of some of the allied nations whose 
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ships were at anchor in the harbor, and 
whose officers and men were watching this 
holocaust taking place before their very 
eyes. 

The Turkish cavalry followed the 
crowds to the quay. They herded and 
pushed the masses of hysterical people and 
formed a cordon, behind which certain 
death by bayonet or sword was waiting 
anyone caught there. 

Hrant saw a cavalry soldier ride down a 
running woman in the street. He saw the 
soldier stand up in his stirrups in order to 
get leverage and plunge his sword straight 
down through the back of the woman's 
neck. He saw the curved blade of the 
sword pop through her lower back. The 
soldier withdrew his sword and rode off in 
the direction of a group of children being 
led by a priest as the woman fell in a heap 
to the ground. 

When he got to the quay, it was bulging 
with misery and horror from one end to the 
other. The Turks were at both ends block
ing escape; they were closing in on the 
streets running parallel to the quay as well, 
so that there would soon be no place to go 
but into the sea. 

He saw an old woman, naked from the 
waist down, running around in circles cry
ing, "My boy, my boy." She seemed totally 
unaware of her nakedness as she went from 
place to place looking for her son. 

He saw another woman who'd gone mad 
and was dancing and singing as ifnothing 
were wrong, while all around her the peo
ple were sobbing and crying hysterically 
as they searched in vain for missing mem
bers of their families. 

The fire was roaring loudly now as it 
advanced toward the sea. The buildings 
lining the quay had yet to ignite, and when 
they did what would happen then? The 
heat was barely endurable now. What al
ternative had these tormented souls but to 
jump into the sea or roast to death in the 
advancing flames? 

By early evening, the situation was even 
more terrifying, as fire began to devour the 
last line of buildings along the quay. The 
Turks had surrounded the entire area block
ing off every avenue of escape. People 
were beginning to go mad, crammed into a 
narrow strip of open space no more than 
two miles long. They huddled meekly in 
family groups wherever possible and were 
jammed so tightly together that some who 
had already died were still standing, sup
ported by the bulging mass of hysterical 
people. The heat was so intense that it 
could be felt by the crews of the ships at 
anchor in the harbor over two hundred 
yards away from shore. 

For hours, hundreds had been jumping 
into the sea in a desperate attempt to save 
their lives . Many swam toward the British 
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ships and tried to get aboard by climbing 
up the mooring lines. The British sailors 
shouted "No, no," down to the swimmers 
who'd had the energy to make it out to the 
ships-many drowned in the attempt -
and poured water down upon them and cut 
the ropes to keep them from climbing up. 
Some took moving pictures of the misera
ble unfortunates flailing about in the water 
below. 

By nightfall, Hrant knew that he too 
must jump into the water or be roasted alive 
by the flames. He'djoined a group of mis
sionary boys who were carrying an Amer
ican flag. Somehow he hoped that symbol 
of freedom and bravery would offer some 
protection from the Turks, who were gal
loping into the crowded mass of people 
from the ends of the quay and cutting down 
whoever they chanced upon before turn
ing away from the heat to ride back to safe
ty. He made up his mind to leave the group 
when, under cover of darkness, the Turks 
moved in among the screaming, hysterical 
people and began to douse them with cans 
of gasoline and kerosene . They then ignit
ed these unfortunates, burning them alive. 
They'd started to do this to the boys in his 
group, and so Hrant began to make his way 
to the other side of the harbor. 

He tried to stay as close to the water's 
edge as possible, as the heat was stuffing 
him to the point where he could hardly 
breathe. Everywhere he looked, he saw the 
pale faces of death as the hopelessly terri
fied victims of Kemal's "Turkey for the 
Turks" policy were dying all around him. 
Some had managed to grab rowboats and 
barges-others had improvised rafts and 
had floated out into the harbor going from 
ship to ship to scream their cries for help 
and plead to be taken aboard. 

Hrant made his way to the north end of 
the quay, where he saw numbers of people 
pushing off in the rowboats that had been 
moored there. He saw some Turks run over 
to one of these overcrowded small boats 
and firing kerosene aboard, turning it into 
a floating firebrand . He watched in horror 
as some of these boats overturned' spilling 
their human cargo into the dark sea which, 
by now, was crowded with floating, bloat
ed corpses. 

As he approached the end of the quay 
he slipped on something slimy and wet 
under his feet. A thought flashed through 
his mind that ifhe were to fall to the ground, 
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he would die. He grabbed onto a large man 
pushing against him while noticing with 
horror what it was that he'd slipped on. 
There, by the north end of the quay, the 
Turks had chopped off the hands of a 
group of little children in order to prevent 
them from swimming out to sea. It was on a 
pile ofthese severed little hands that Hrant 
had slipped and had almost fallen . 

He could bear it no longer! He flung him
self into the sea and began to thrash about 
wildly, as he could not swim. He grabbed 
onto a floating piece of jetsam and kicked 
his way to a rowboat so crowded it barely 
cleared the water. He held onto the row
boat as it went from one ship to another 
where its half-crazed passengers would 
plead for mercy. Back on the quay, Hrant 
could see the black moving mass of hu
manity eerily outlined against the flames 
and hear them moaning a song of death. 

Finally, the rowboat bumped against the 
black hull of an old Italian freighter bound 
for Greece whose captain had decided, in 
the name of humanity, to defy his orders 
and take refugee passengers aboard. Hrant 
was saved. 

By Thursday, the entire city of Smyrna, 
except for the dingy and squalid Turkish 
sector and- by some peculiar miracle-the 
Standard Oil facilities at the north end of 
the harbor, was a smoldering inferno of 
charred and smoking ruins. 

The Ital ian freighter was loaded beyond 
the I im its of safety, and yet the captain re
fused to weigh anchor while there still might 
be some on shore with the energy to make 
it to his ship. 

All through the next few days the odor 
of burning human flesh pervaded the air. It 
was a smell that none of those who experi
enced it would ever be able to forget. 

At night the thousands of half-mad 
wretches standing on the quay, swaying 
back and forth in the intense heat, would 
begin to pray to God to send ships to res
cue them . The corpses of those who had 
died were supported upright by the living 
whose prayers signalled the beginning of 
the Turks' nightly orgy of butchering and 
rape under the cover of darkness. 

The sound of the prayers coming from 
the quay was loud enough to disturb the 
social equilibrium aboard the naval ves
sels in the harbor, and some Allied destroy
ers were forced to turn up the volume of 
their victrolas on deck in order to drown 

out the noise. Those on battleships were 
luckier as their navy bands were ordered 
to play loudly, with few intermissions, all 
through the night. One annoyed admiral, 
who'd been invited to dinner aboard an
other ship, apologized to his colleague for 
arriving late- it seemed his launch had 
struck the floating body of a drowned wom
an which had caused the engine to stall. It 
had taken awhile to re-start the engine and 
the admiral was quite put out over the in
convenience. 

There were no efforts made to drown 
out the haunting sound of the prayers of 
Kemal's innocent victims on the vessel that 
Hrant was on. Each night he would force 
himself to look back towards shore and lis
ten to those damned and deserted souls 
praying for salvation. They were visible 
only as a swaying black mass interspersed 
by quick bursts of firelight wherever they 
were being burned alive by the Turks throw
ing gasoline over them. Hrant vowed nev
er to forget. enced it wou Id ever be able to 
forget. 
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Report on Greece and Cyprus 
I By Congressman MIKE PAPPAS I 

As the grandson of Greek immigrants, I have always maintained a 
keen interest in the culture and heritage of Greece. I am the most re
cently elected Member of Congress of Hellenic decent. Recently, I had 
the opportunity to spend a week in Greece and Cyprus which afforded 
me both the opportunity to gain a greater understanding of my cultural 
roots and to meet with leaders of both Greece and Cyprus to discuss the 
relationship between our nations as well as issues of great importance. 

Several Members of Congress joined me on the trip to Greece in
cluding Reps. Michael Bilirakis (R-FL), Duke Cunningham (R-CA), 
Ron Klink (D-PA), John LaFalce (D-NY) and Dan Schaefer (R-CO). 
While in Greece I was able to meet with several political and business 
leaders including the President of the Greek Parliament, the Minister of 
Culture, the Minister ofMacedoniaiThrace, the Defense Minister and 
the American Consulate. 

During my meeting with the Consulate I discussed the rumors that 
the damaged consulate building might be closed. Recognizing the im
portant role and location that the consulate administers in Thessalonika, 
I stated that I would work with my colleagues and the State Department 
to ensure that the consulate remains open in Thessalonika. We have 
already asked Secretary of State Albright for her assurances that it will 
remain open. 

At meetings with local business leaders and members ofthe Ameri
can-Greek Council of the Arts I became aware of the trouble that many 
Greek citizens have incurred while trying to obtain visas. Rep. 
Cunningham and I have agreed to work together to help alleviate this 
situation. 

On the third day of the trip I traveled to Cyprus and joined another 
congressional delegation. I met with the President of the Cypriot Par
liament and toured the divided city of Nicosia. I joined the delegation 
which included Reps. Ron Andrews (D-NJ), AIcee Hastings (D-NJ), at 
a meeting with the United States Ambassador to Cyprus. Several of us 
stated our belief that our State Department needed to take a stronger 
position to restore justice in Cyprus. Subsequent to the meeting I trav
eled to the Presidential Palace and met with President Clerides. 

Although my visit to Cyprus was short, the opportunity to witness 
first hand the divided country was unforgettable. I visited the wall that 
separates Cyprus into one vibrant country in the south and one oppressed 
occupied area to the north. Standing at the "green line" and looking 
north was a moving experience. It was striking to see the contrast of the 
two areas: to the north a devastated and desolate area and to the south a 
thriving, vibrant and free country. 

Efforts are currently being undertaken to end this twenty-three year 
old crisis but they are not enough. The United States, the European 
Union, NA TO, and the United Nations must do more now before this 
sore develops into a permanent cancer between our NA TO partners and 
the peace and security of southern Europe. We must remember that this 
problem started by the violent invasion of Cyprus by Turkey, and last
ing peace can only be restored by the removal of the armed Turkish 
aggressors. 

I believe that this year will be a critical year for all of us concerned 
with the future of Cyprus. I fully intend to work as hard as I can in 
Congress to work towards a permanent and peaceful resolution for the 
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people ofthat island nation. 
Both Greece and Cyprus have survived much turmoil over the years 

and have reached maturity because its people-proud, freedom-loving, 
God-fearing and peaceful, have nourished and upheld the ideals on which 
their nations were founded. My trip to Greece and Cyprus provided me 
a unique opportunity to connect to my roots while at the same time 
attending to further the cultural and economic relationship that our coun
tries have enjoyed over the years. 

Greece has sent some of its brightest to the shores of America to 
pursue dreams in this, the land of opportunity, and I am honored and 
privileged to serve in the United States Congress as a Greek-American. 
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A Changing Reality 
THE ST. MICHAEL'S HOME FOR THE AGED 

I By Rev. ANDONIOS PAROPOULOS I 
When I first assumed my position as 

Director ofSt. Michael's Home for the Aged 
in Yonkers, N.Y., I was surprised by the 
reaction of many people upon learning of 
this new assignment. Rather than whole
heartedly congratulating me, they were in
stead taken aback and perplexed by my 
assuming this position . I could clearly de
tect that they considered it a step down 
and they wondered why at this stage in my 
life, I would want to serve at this institu
tion . Some even expressed the feeling that 
they thought it a waste of my talents. I am 
sure that if I had been appointed Director 
ofSt. Basil's Academy or Hellenic College 
this would not have been the case and my 
appointment would have been received 
with joyful enthusiasm. It is my conviction 
that these reactions are an expression of 
the perhaps subconscious way we view 
the elderly. 

We live in a youth oriented society 
where the virtues of being young and vi
brant are continuously extolled. One con
sequence of this mind set is that as people 
age, they are viewed as having less value 
and diminished importance. I am sure that 
many parishes have had a similar experi
ence with this form of age discrimination. 
When a community is searching for a new 
priest, the immediate and primary question 
is "how good he is with the youth" and 
there is never a mention of the elderly. I 
wonder if even the Archdiocese is guilty, 
certainly without meaning so , of this age 
discrimination, for in years past, while she 
gave monthly stipends to the other 
Archdiocesan institutions, St. Michael's 
has never received such assistance. I men
tion this not as a complaint nor as a criti
cism but rather to show how widespread is 
this unjustified view of the elderly. 

As we approach the beginning ofa new 
millennium, we are increasing cognizant of 
the fact that the needs of our faithful have 
dramatically changed from when the Arch
diocese was founded 75 years ago. The 
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dilemma which faces the leadership of our 
Church in the United States is can we 
change the prevailing attitude of our people, 
can we increase our own awareness and 
sensitivity so that we can adequately meet 
the needs of not only the elderly but of all 
the faithful. Only then can we truly meet 
the challenges which face us as a Church, 
as an Archdiocese, as a parish, as Ortho
dox Christians. 

According to national statistics, the fast
est growing segment of the population in 
the United States is the group which en
compassing people 65 or older. The ques
tion is how will we, the Church. meet the 
needs of these individuals. They have the 
highest level of disposal income and a 
growing number ofthem are opting to live 
in housing specifically built for people in 
their age group ... whether that be a nursing 
home, an adult home or restricted retire
ment community. 

Needless to say, these changes have 
ramifications in our own community espe
cially as we become more and more a part 
of the American mosaic . As 
Greek-Americans, with our strong empha
sis on family and what our obligations are 
to our family, this will mean a total change 
in what is acceptable or the norm. 

We must come to the realization that up 
until a generation or two ago, the norm was 
for offspring to live at Home until they 
married and for children to care for their 
parents when they no longer could live on 
their own. But the dramatic change in soci
ety and the tremendous demands and 
stress placed on people have altered these 
realities and these expectations are no 
longer possible nor realistic. This has re
sulted in a very difficult emotional situa
tion for parents and children and as Direc-

Have you been to 
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tor of the Home, I have had to counsel more 
than one family member on the guilt they 
feel about placing their parent in the Home. 
On one occasion, I even received a phone 
call inqu iring about the Home from a woman 
who initially refused to reveal her identity 
because she was embarrassed about plac
ing her mother in a facility. 

We must come to the realization that the 
family structure has dramatically changed 
and amongst other things, the old adage 
" a woman's place is in the home" is no 
longer a reality. In most cases, both hus
band and wife have entered the work force 
and this means that even if a parent lives 
with his or her children, they are left alone 
for most of the day . This means that the 
senior is placed in a dangerous situation 
where he or her may jeopardize their safety 
or because of the isolation, be vulnerable 
to depression. One of the major motivators 
for people coming to St. Michael's is that 
they suffer from loneliness and the Church 
must be prepared to deal with this phenom
enon, ready to minister to those people 
who suffer from this condition. One op
tion, of course, is community living where 
they are able to socialize with people in 
their own age group and who have had 
similar life experiences. 

Above all , we must come to the realiza
tion that advanced age does not diminish 
our value as human beings nor does it 
mean that we sit around, as did our grand
parents and their parents before them, wait
ing for death. Whether in their 70's, 80's or 
90's, the senior citizen continues to be a 
full human being with the same physical , 
emotional and spiritual needs as those in 
other age groups. They have the same 
rights and should be entitled to the same 
respect, love and pastoral concern that oth
ers enjoy and they can contribute to the 
community and should enjoy life to its full
est until the time has come to depart. 

I recently had an in-depth conversation 
with a volunteer at the Home. She is a Greek 
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American who for almost 5 years was di
rector of the recreational therapy program 
at the Hebrew Home, a facility close to St. 
Michael's . We were discussing the differ
ences in the mind-set of both communi
ties, the Jewish and the Greek, regarding 
the elderly. The two that stood out the most 
are, first, that members of the Jewish Ameri
can community who have achieved a de
gree of success consider it is their obliga
tion to help the elderly and contribute gen
erously to the institutions which serve their 
needs. The second difference is the mind 
set of the residents themselves. 

The Jewish residents at the Hebrew 
Home have a healthy outlook and look for
ward to life. They view their stay at the 
Home as an accepted real ity and that the 
facility affords them the opportunity to 
enjoy life to the fullest. While at St. 
Michael's the overwhelm ing mind set of our 
residents is "woe is me" and many of the 
residents suffer from some degree of de
pression. It is not that St. Michael's is a 
terrible place, in fact as a result of the ex
tensive renovation and expansion program 
recently completed, it is a facility of which 
we can all be proud. The problem is cul
tural and based upon no longer valid ex
pectations. As the next generation ages, 
this outlook on life will change and there 
will be an acceptance by the elderly to live 
in a some type of adult housing which will 
enable them to maintain their independence 
and not be a burden to their children. Will 
the Church meet this need of our commu-

nicants or once again will we leave it to 
others to service the needs of our faithful. 

We must come to the realization that the 
first generation Greek-American senior citi
zens who were so steadfast in the Faith 
have been replaced by second and third 
generation Greek-Americans, who born and 
raised in th is nation deprived of an Ortho
dox ethos, have the same struggles with 
their faith as do young people. They re
quire and deserve the same attention that 
we afford our young people regarding their 
spiritual needs. 

If we come to the realization of what the 
reality and the need is or will be in the 
Greek-American community, then we as a 
Church will be more responsive to those 
needs . This in tum will assure a greater 
appreciation for St. Michael's Home, for the 
tremendous work that it has accomplished 
for almost 40 years and for the critical m in
istry which it will continue to offer our 
people with the continued support of the 
Greek Orthodox community. St. Michael's 
can serve as an example of and a resource 
center for the implementation of a ministry 
and outreach to the elderly. We must come 
to the realization that St. Michael's Home 
is as important and as critical a ministry as 
are Hellenic College/Holy Cross, St. Basil's 
Academy, the Ionian Village and so many 
other national ministries of the Archdio
cese and that not only is St. Michael's 
deserving of our wholehearted support but 
that there should be other facilities such 
as St. Michael's throughout the nation to 

meet the needs of the ever growing num
ber of our parishioners who will find them
selves in this age group. 

We must come to the realization that 
quality care in this day and age, whether in 
a facility or at home, is not just a room and 
3 meals and perhaps TV and a few Greek 
language videos but rather the main focus 
of care must be a balanced program ofrec
reational therapy activities which will chal
lenge the sen ior both intellectually and 
physically. Idleness and lack of purpose 
are conducive to the aging process and to 
unhealthy mental health. That is why we at 
St. Michael's are anxiously trying to se
cure the necessary funding to sustain such 
a program. 

Up until now funding youth programs 
has been viewed as an investment in the 
future while any assistance we offer for 
programs for the elderly has been viewed 
as charity ... and unfortunately for most of 
us, what we give to charity is what we have 
left over after we have taken care of all our 
other obligations. We must come to the 
realization that what we do for the elderly 
is not charity but rather repayment of the 
debt we owe them for the sacrifices and 
work they expended in making us what we 
are today as an Archdiocese, a parish, as 
individuals. 

In closing, I leave you with one final 
thought which I paraphrase from a 
well-known Greek expression: "Here where 
we are, the elderly once were; there where 
they are, we will be. " 

*** r 
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CONSTANTINE PAPADAKIS 
ELECTED TO GPF BOARD 

Drexel University President Constantine 
Papadakis has been elected to the board of 
directors of Greater Philadelphia First. He 
was elected along with Corbin McNeil , Jr. , 
president and CEO of PECO Energy . A reg
istered professional engineer, Mr. Papadakis 
came to Drexel University in 1995 after serv
ing for nine years as dean of engineering at 
the University of Cincinnati. Before joining 
academia, he held executive positions in the 
private sector at Tetra Tech, a Honeywell 
subsidiary ; STS Consultants , Ltd .; and 
Bechtel, Inc. 

Under his leadership, Drexel University 
has made great strides forward . Mr. 
Papadakis reorganized the university ' s ad
ministrative structure for increased effi
ciency, and put emphasis on quality cus
tomer relations and student input. In the 
fall of 1996, there was a 37 percent increase 
in student enrollment at Drexel. This rate of 
growth was considered to be much higher 
than all local, regional, and national trends 
and is expected to continue. 

Mr. Papadakis earned his undergradu
ate diploma in civil engineering from the 
National Technical University in Greece . He 
also holds a master's degree in civil engi
neering from the University of Cincinnati 
and a Ph .D. in civil engineering from the 
University of Michigan . A member of many 
professional and honorary societies, Mr. 
Papadakis serves on the board of directors 
of the National Commission for Coopera
tive Education , the University City Science 
Center, Corcell, Inc., and WHYY, among oth-

ers . 
"We welcome Constantine Papadakis 

and Corbin McNeil to the Greater Philadel
phia First board," said John P. Claypool , 
executive director of GPF. "Their extensive 
knowledge of the region and involvement 
in its technology sector will be valuable 
assets in our work to strengthen the Phila
delphia area's competitiveness, Drexel Uni
versity and PECO Energy have been sig
nificant partners over the many years." 

Drexel is a new member of the business 
leadership organization. Established in 1983, 
Greater Philadelphia First is an association 
of chief executives from 34 of the region ' s 
larger employers. GPF works to improve the 
business climate, generate employment by 
attracting new investment, and market the 
regional nationally and internationally. 

ANGELIDES TO CAMPAIGN 
FOR CALIFORNIA TREASURER 

Phil Angelides, a successful business
man and political and civic leader in Califor
nia, has announced that he will seek elec
tion as California' s state treasurer. To date 
he has raised more than $800,000 towards 
his effort to win the Democratic nomination 
for state treasurer. The primary election will 
be held in June 1988, followed by the gen
eral election in November 1988. 

A spokesperson on statewide, national, 
and Hellenic issues, Mr. Angelides is cred
ited with innovative entrepreneurial accom
plishments, such as his creation of Laguna 
West, a town which received national ac
claim. Built by his company, River West In
vestments (founded in 1986), this 

By Susan K. Klerides 

environmentally-responsible new town has 
been featured in Time. Newsweek, The Nelv 
York Times. U S Nell's& World Report and 
on ABC-TV's GoodMorning America. 
sparking a national debate on the planning 
and building of cities . 

A graduate of Harvard University and a 
Coro Foundation Fellow, Mr. Angelides was 
elected chair of the California Democratic 
Party in 1991 , a position he held until April 
1993 . He became a leading national voice 
for the Democrats and led them to sweep
ing victories in November 1992. He also 
served as national co-chair of 
Greek-Americans for Clinton in 1992 and 
1996. In 1994, Mr. Angel ides, who had never 
held elective office, won an upset victory 
to become the Democratic nominee for state 
treasurer. Following his narrow loss in the 
1994 general election Republican sweep, he 
returned to his investment and real estate 
company, but remained active in public af
fairs . 

After serving as co-chair of the Mayor's 
Commission on Education and the C ity ' s 
Future in 1995-1996, he led a unique biparti
san civic committee which selected, funded , 
and helped elect four new school board 
candidates to turn around the troubled Sac
ramento City Unified School District. For 
these efforts, he was given the 1997 A ward 
for Special Achievement from the Sacra
mento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce 
and was honored by the School Board as a 
"champion of children and educational ex
cellence." In 1996, he successfully medi
ated litigation between Legal Services and 
the County of Sacramento, resulting in a 
new agreement on the county's affordable 
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housing program, for which he was hon
ored with the 1996 Sacramento Housing 
Alliance Award. 

Mr. Angelides is a member of Leader
ship 100, AHEPA, and Dynamis. He and his 
wife, Julie, reside in Sacramento with their 
three daughters, Megan, 18; Christina, 13 ; 
and Ari anna, 8. They are active members of 
Sacramento ' s Greek Orthodox Church of the 
Annunciation. 

GAIL SIMMS APPOINTED 
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 

Boston Park Plaza Hotel recentl y an
nounced the appointment of Gail M. Simms 
as director of operations. Ms. Simms gradu
ated cum laude from the University of 
Massachusetts! Amherst with a bachelor of 
science degree in hotel, restaurant , and 
travel administration. Her experience and 
expertise range from her early tenure with 
the Dunfey Corporation at the Parker House 
in Boston and the Ambassador East Hotel 
in Chicago to her corporate position as fran
chise liaison with Ramada and Holiday Inn 
for Fine Hotels Corporation just prior to join
ing Starwood Lodging Corporation. 

Ms. Simms served on task force teams 
for the openings of Sheraton properties in 
Parsippany, NJ and Springfield, MA while 
with the Flatley Company, in addition to 
facilitating the openings of Meriden Hotels 
in Boston and New Orleans. 

She is the daughter of Milton and 
Chrisanthe Simms who are lifelong mem
bers ofSt. George ' s Greek Orthodox Church 
in Lynn, MA. Ms. Simms, also a member of 
St. George's Church, currently resides in 
Swampscott, MA . 

DR. KODROS EXHIBIT 
AT HELLENIC MUSEUM 

The Hellenic Museum and Cultural Cen
ter in Chicago is hosting a fall exhibit fea
turing the artwork of Dr. Andreas G. Kodros. 
The exhibit entitled, Ihe Artist and His Work. 
is scheduled to run through mid-November 
and will feature painting and sculpture rep
resenting a variety of themes . Most of the 
paintings in the exhibit will be available for 

sale, with all proceeds being donated to the 
museum. 

Dr. Kodros is a retired physician of oto
laryngology. He has practiced at several 
hospitals including Weiss Memorial, St. 
Joseph ' s, Illinois Reseach, and Children's 
Memorial. Dr. Kodros first began his study 
of art as a student in his native Cyprus over 
50 years ago. His works have been exhib
ited at the Zap ion Megaron in Athens and 
the University of Illinois. He has also ex
hibited at Weiss Hospital for the benefit of 
the hospital , and at the National Bank of 
Greece in Chicago; as well as at the Nicosia 
Hilton to benefit the School of the Deaf in 
Cyprus . 

CYPRUS FEDERATION 
AWARDS FOR 1997 

The Cyprus Foundation of America hon
ored three noteworthy Greek-Americans for 
their commitment to issues of importance 
to the Greek and Cypriot communities at 
the organization 's 1997 Annual Awards 
Gala, held recently at the Marriott Marquis 
in New York City. Senator Olympia J. Snowe 
(R-ME) was presented with the Justice for 
Cyprus Award, which is given to individu
als "who have been exemplary leaders and 
outspoken advocates" of the Cyprus issue. 
Senator Snowe is the first Greek-American 
woman elected to the Senate, and has led 
numerous efforts, initially in the House of 
Representatives and more recently in the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, to se
cure support for Cyprus . 

Mr. John A. Catsimatidis was given the 
Lifetime Achievement A ward, which is pre
sented to "those whose life has been 
marked with excellence and distinction and 
whose accomplishments have been char
acterized by vision and uncompromising 
principles and ideals ." 

A philanthropist , Mr. Catsimatidis has 
contributed to the success of numerous 
charitable organizations and committees. He 
supports the John Catsimatidis Scholarship 
Fund at the New York University School of 
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Business, and has served as chairman of 
the Hellenic Neighborhood Action Commit
tee (HANAC), a nonprofit social services 
organization that operates low income hous
ing, medical services, housing for the eld
erly, and home meal delivery in the metro
politan New York area. Mr. Catsimatidis is 
chairman and CEO of the Red Apple Group 
Inc. , and is owner of the Hellenic Times 
newspaper. 

Mr. Tasso E. Manessis received the Hu
manitarian and Philanthropic Award, which 
is presented to " those who have demon
strated exemplary generosity , benevolence, 
and compassion toward their community 
and mankind ." Mr. Manessis, born on the 
island of Corfu , immigrated to the United 
States at an early age and is now a restau
rant operator and developer. He has served 
the Greek-American community as presi
dent of the Federation of Hellenic Societies 
of Greater New York, and as president of 
the National Greek-American Restaurant 
Association . 

Dr. WILLIAM ANAGNOSON 
RECEIVES SERVICE AWARD 

Dr. William T. Anagnoson of Silver 
Spring, MD recently received a 30-year ser-

vice award from the Takoma Park Campus 
of Montgomery College. Dr. Anagnoson is 
a professor and counselor who has taught 
general and child psychology, memory de
velopment techniques, international stu
dent seminars, and study skills interven
tion. He is also involved with outreach and 
public relations activities for the college. 

In addition to teaching, Dr. Anagnoson 
also writes an educational newsletter en
titled Dr. A . s Annotations, which includes 
topics such as self-esteem skills, proactive 
goal setting, and multicultural diversity is
sues. Dr. Anagnoson is a member of the 
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National Capital Speakers Association, and 
is also an active member of st. Sophia Ca
thedral in Washington, DC. 

ALEXANDERDRAPOSNAMED 
BOARD CHAIRMAN 

Alexander E. Drapos of Worcester, MA 
has been named chairman of the board of 

directors at First Massachusetts Bank . In 
his announcement, president and CEO Ri
chard B. Collins said, "Alex Drapos has 
been a tremendous resource and force on 
our board, and we look forward to his lead
ership as we work to build our business in 
Massachusetts . " 

Mr. Drapos is an attorney and a partner 
in the firm of Fletcher, Tilton & Whipple, 
P.c. in Worcester, and has served as a di
rector of First Massachusetts Bank since 
its inception in January 1996. He received 
his bachelor's degree from Clark University 
and his law degree from Duke University 
School of Law. Mr. Drapos serves on nu
merous boards including the Worcester 
Development Corp., Music Worcester, Hel
lenic Arts Society, Inc. , Worcester Munici
pal Research Bureau, Worcester Commu
nity Housing Resources , Worcester Area 
Chamber of Commerce, the Alpha Omega 
Council, WICN, and the Worcester Eco
nomic Club. 

First Massachusetts Bank is based in 
Worcester, with 14 banking offices in cen
tral and western Massachusetts. It is part 
of Banknorth Group, Inc. of Burlington, VT, 
with $2.6 billion in assets and 60 commu
nity banking offices in Massachusetts, Ver
mont, and New Hampshire. PROF. 

PROF. MARCOPOULOS 
HONORED AT TUFTS 

Professor George J. Marcopoulos was 
honored by Tufts University with tfle 
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Seymour D. Simches Award for Distin
guished Teaching and Advising. The award 
is presented to a senior member of the Fac
ulty of Arts and Sciences in acknowledge
ment of a lifetime of outstanding teaching 
and advising, and for representing the high
est standards of the profession. 

Professor Marcopoulos has served as 
professor of history at Tufts University 
since 1992. He joined the faculty in 1961, 
beginning his academic career as a history 
instructor. Over the years he advanced 
through the ranks of assistant professor 
and associate professor to his present po
sition. Administratively, he has served his 
department as acting chair, deputy chair, 
and senior liaison. He graduated magna 
cum laude from Bowdoin College with a 
bachelor's degree in political science in 
1953. He earned a master's degree in inter
national affairs in 1955 , and a Ph. in histor y 
in 1966 from Harvard University. 

Professor Marcopoulos , who speaks 
several languages, has published exten
sively on issues relating to Greece, Cyprus, 
Turkey, and the Byzantine Empire, and has 
addressed many academic forums. He has 
also undertaken numerous research projects 
dealing with Hellenic-related issues. Pro
fessor Marcopou10s has been awarded 
many grants and has served as a consult
ant to several foundations and academic 
institutions. He is a member of the board of 
directors and life member of the Gerondelis 
Foundation, for which he also serves as 
treasurer. 

His other affiliations include: the Ameri
can and New England Historical Associa
tions; American Association of University 
Professors; Modern Greek Studies Asso
ciation; Medieval Academy of America; 
American Association for the Advancement 

of Slavic Studies; Danforth Associates of 
New England; and Northeast Slavic Asso
ciation. 

BISHOP PHILOTHEOS 
OF MELOA RETIRES 

Bishop Philotheos of Meloa, vicar of the 
Archdiocesan District of New York since 
February 1992, has retired as of October 
I st, upon reaching his 73rd birthday. His 
Grace was elevated to the episcopacy in 
June 1971 by Archbishop Iakovos and 
served as his first-ranked auxiliary bishop. 
His responsibilities included the parishes 
in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Staten Island, and 
the Bronx. 

Born Mark Karamitsos in Istanbul, he 
moved to Greece with his family at an early 
age, and upon graduating from high school 
he went on to complete his theological stud
ies at the University of Athens. He was or
dained a deacon in 1950 at St. Artemios 
Church in Pagrati, Athens. He then served 
as a deacon at the Cathedral of Athens and 
also officiated at worship services in the 
chapel of the Royal Palace. 

Upon the invitation of Archbishop 
lakovos, he came to the United States in 
1960 and served as his deacon. He was or
dained a priest in 1961, serving first as pas
tor ofthe Annunciation Church in Scranton, 
P A in the mid-1960s, and then St. Eleftherios 
Church in Manhattan from 1965 to 1971. 

Following his elevation to the episco
pacy , His Grace assisted Archbishop 
lakovos for 25 years at both the 
Archdiocesan headquarters and as direc
tor of St. Basil's Academy for three years. 
Upon Archbishop Iakovos's retirement, 
Bishop Philotheos remained at the Arch
diocese to assist Archbishop Spyridon 
during his transition and first year in lead-
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ing the Church in America. 

SKANDALAKIS CHAIR 
ESTABLISHED AT EMORY 

The Board of Trustees of Emory Univer
sity in Atlanta, GA has established the John 
E. Skandalakis Chair in honor of Dr. John 
Skandalakis. His distinguished medical ca
reer includes service as current director of 
the Carlos Center for Surgical Anatomy and 
Technique at Emory; director of the Davis 
Research Center for Surgery and Technique; 
chief of staff, senior attending surgeon, 
chairman of post-graduate education , and 
director of surgical and medical education 
at Piedmont Hospital; clinical professor of 
surgery at the Medical College of Georgia; 
and member and chairman of the Board of 
Regents of the University of Georgia sys
tem . 

Dr. Skandalakis has written II medical 
books and nearly 200 scientific papers and 
editorials. He is a member of the Diocese of 
Atlanta, and is married to the former Mimi 
Cutis, currently National Philoptochos 
president. 

GREEK-AMERICANS 
COAST TO COAST 

Tasos Zografos of San Francisco, CA 

has been named associate editor of The 
Hellenic Journal. He is director of new busi
ness development in the municipal services 
division of Lockheed Martin IMS . Mr. 
Zografos is currently president of Dodoni, 
the Epirotan Society of Northern Califor-
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nia, and secretary of the politically active 
organization Dynamis. 

William C. Katinoglou has joined the 
Peabody, MA office of North Shore Bank 
as a mortgage loan representative. He was 
previously employed with Century 21 Real
tors and is a member of the North Shore 
Association of Realtors . 

Dr. Suzanne M. Cosmos recently opened 
the Cosmos Chiropractic Care facility in 
Natick Center. A native of Natick, MA, Dr. 
Cosmos is a member of the American Chi

ropractic Association , Massachusetts Chi
ropractic Society, Massachusetts Sports 
Council, and American Back Society. 

Nicholas Kourtis of Needham, MA has 
joined Goulston & Storrs as an associate in 
the Boston firm's corporate practice spe
cializing in acquisitions, divestitures, joint 
ventures, restructurings, and taxation. He 
was most recently employed with Rich, May, 
Bilodeau & Flaherty. Mr. Kourtis received 
his law degree from Harvard Law School in 
1988, and is a graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst. 

Harry J. Secaras of Palatine, IL has been 
elected a partner in the Chicago-based law 
firm of Batten, Muchin & Zavis. Mr. Secaras, 
who joined the firm in 1994, specializes in 
the representation of employers in labor and 
employment law matters. He received his 
BA, MBA, and law degree from the Univer
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

Steffan Aliferakis has been appointed 
senior vice president of Partners, a real es
tate company based in Chicago. Mr. 
A liferakis came to MJ Partners from Sheldon 
Good & Co., where he was vice president 
of real estate brokerage services. A resi
dent of Chicago's North Shore, he is an ac
tive steward of St. Haralambos Church in 
Niles,lL. 

Joan Papadopoulos was recently ap
pointed to the Illinois Landscape Architect 
Education Board of the Department of Pro
fessional Regulations by Governor James 
Edgar. 

Roula Alakiotou, Georgia Photopoulos, 
and Peggi Terzakis were featured in a re
cent issue of Today 's Chicago Woman in a 
special section entitled" I 00 Women Mak
ing a Difference." Ms. Alakiotou, FAIA, is 
founder and CEO of Roula Associates Ar
chitects, Chtd.; Ms . Photopoulos is an ad
vocate for emotional support for cancer 
patients and a columnist for The Greek 
Star: and Ms. Terzakis is the founder of 

Humor Heals, a nonprofit volunteer program 
that brings live, stand-up comedy to can
cer patients. 

The Hellenic Professional Society of 
Illinois has elected new officers for 
1997-1998. They are: Elaine Poulos, presi
dent; Maria Fotinopoulos, vice-president; 
Georgia Vlahos, recording secretary (3rd 
term); Demetra Macheras, corresponding 
secretary; Sam Torolopoulos, treasurer (2nd 
term); and Diana Sangalis, historian. The 
new board of directors includes: Gus 
Alevizos, Hara Anast, Tony Aslanides, 
Elaine V . . Barkoulies, Ellen Karantzis, 
Sandra Petropoulos, Harry Tompary,Danae 
Voutiritsas, and Valerie Zaharias. 

Detective John C. Bartis has been 
named " Pol ice Officer of the Year" by the 
Newport, RI Police Department. Detective 
Bartis was also honored recently at the FBI 
Academy in Quantico, V A, where he re
ceived the A ward for Exceptional Service 
from the Drug Enforcement Agency. 

Amanda Kourafas has been elected first 
female president of the Marlboro Rotary 
Club. Ms. Kourafas has li ved in Marlboro, 
MA for the past 12 years. She is the branch 
manager for Countrywide Home Loans in 
Westboro. 

Mary Papoutsy of Rye Beach, NH was 
recently appointed to a three-year term on 
the New Hampshire Humanities Counci l by 
Governor Jeanne Shaheen. A noted educa
tor with a background in the C lassics, Ms. 
Papoutsy also serves as president of the 
Maine Classical Association . She and her 
husband , Christos Papoutsy recently es
tablished the Professor John C. Rouman 
Classical Lecture Series at the University 
of New Hampshire. 
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Dr. Michael L. Deroutzos, director of 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology's laboratory of computer sci
ence for the last 23 years, was profiled in a 
recent issue of The Scientific American. Dr. 
Deroutzos is the author of two volumes on 
the uses of technology, Made in America 
and What Will Be. 

Despo Magoni has her Recent Works on 
Paper on exhibit at the Andre Zarre Gallery 
in New York City through mid-October. 

Dr. Alexander W. Avtgis, dean emeritus 
and professor emeritus of the Wentworth 
Institute of Technology in Boston, is this 
year's recipient of the Gold Leopard Award, 
the highest honor the institute's alumni as
sociation bestows on its graduates. Dr. 
A vtgis is the former dean of the institute's 
College of Engineering and Technology. He 
retired five years ago after a 35-year teach
ing career. 

James G. Zoulias recently graduated 
with distinction from the United States Na-

val Academy at Annapolis' MD. He was 
awarded a bachelor of science degree in 
ocean engineering and was commissioned 
as an ensign in the United States Navy. 
Ensign Zoulias is currently in flight school 
at the Pensacola Naval Air Station. He is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Zoulias 
of Westminster, MD. 

Dina Dariotis graduated cum laude from 
George Washington University with a 
bachelor's degree in political science and 
was the recipient of the Joshua Evan Prize 
for excellence in political and social sci
ences. Ms. Dariotis has been awarded a fel
lowship to pursue a master's degree in public 
administration at George Washington Uni-
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versity. She is the daughter of Joanne 
Dariotis of Salem, MA, and the late Dimitrios 
Dariotis. 

Arthur L. Papas, son of Drs. Arthur N. 
and Athena Papas of Weston, MA, recently 
graduated summa cum laude from the 
School of Liberal Arts at Tufts University. 
He was elected into Phi Beta Kappa. Mr. 
Papas is presently employed with Thomp
son Financial in computer programming and 
research. 

Areti P. Canellos has earned her law 
degree from Suffolk University Law School. 
She is the daughter of Panayioti and Eleni 
Canellos of Squantum, MA. 

Vasilios Roussos received his bachelor's 
degree from Brandeis University in 
Waltham, MA. He is the son of Nicholas 
and Crystal Roussos of Belmont, MA. 

Virginia Triant recently entered Yale 
University School of Medicine to begin her 
medical studies. Ms. Triant is a 1996 gradu 

ate of Harvard University and has com
pleted a year of employment in the quality 
health care division of Brigham and 
Women's Hospital. She is the daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. James Triant of Wellesley, MA. 

Michelle Panacopoulos, a Lynn Tech 
Graphic Arts graduate, was the recipient of 
the 7th Annual Charles F. Cassell Sr. Schol
arship. Ms. Panacopoulos is presently at
tending Salem State College in Massachu
setts. 

Michael T. Dimos, son of Harry and 
Sandy Dimos of Manchester, NH, has be
gun his studies at the Whittemore School 
of Business at the University of New Hamp
shire. He is a recipient of AHEPA's Sam 
Nakis A ward. 

William C. Galatis, a recent graduate of 
Winchester High School, has entered the 
College of Liberal Arts at Northeastern Uni
versity. He is the son of Bill and Evelyn 
Galatis of Winchester, MA. 

John Athanasios Kazianis, son of Mr. 
and Mrs . Arthur Kazianis of Cranston, Rl, 
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is presently attending Brown University, 
where he is majoring in biology. An honors 

graduate of the Providence Country Day 
School, he is the 1997 recipient of the 

Feinstein Scholarship, awarded for commu

nity service and academics, and was a 

Rensselaer Medalist in 1996. 

Maria Papageorgiou, a graduate of Hall 

High School in Hartford, CT, received the 

2nd Annual Dr. Charles L. Deros Scholar

ship. She is the daughter of Harry and Eliza

beth Papageorgiou and is enrolled as a fresh

man at the University of Connecticut. 

Anthony Konstantinidis, son ofKiriakos 

and Marina Konstantinidis of Philadelphia, 

PA, recently began classes at Drexel Uni
versity , where he is majoring in engineer
ing. He is a graduate of Central High School 
in Philadelphia. 

Eugene T. Rossides announced today 
the appointment of Mr. Costas Joannou as 
President of the American Hellenic Insti
tute - Greece (AHI-Greece). 

Mr. Joannou has had a long and suc
cessful career in business in Greece. For 
fifteen years he served as Managing Direc
tor and then as Chairman of Goodyear 
Hellas. Prior to that he held top-managerial 
positions in General Motors in India , 
Firestone Tire and Rubber in both India and 
the U.S., and Goodyear Tire and Rubber in 
the U.S. Upon retirement, Mr. Joannou es
tablished his own business consulting com
pany in Greece and has served as advisor 
to the Boards of several top Greek compa
nies . He is currently co-President of the 
Hellenic-American Chamber of Commerce 
in Greece. 

The Tulsa (Oklahoma) Community Col
lege Board of Regents appointed John 
Kontogianes to the new position of pro
vost for academic affairs. Kontogianes 
moves from his position as provost of the 

Northeast Campus to head academic affairs 
for all four TCC campuses. He will office in 

the central administration building at the 
Metro Campus. Kontogianes began his ca
reer at TCC as a part-time teacher in 1976 

when the northeast campus opened. 

In Memoriam 
Costa Hayden, noted Greek-American 

photographer, died recently at age 79, fol
lowing a long illness. Mr. Hayden devoted 

much of his life to chronicling in photo
graphs the Greek-American experience. His 
photographs of the community's religious, 
political, business, and philanthropic lead
ers appeared frequently in many 
Greek-American publications. He was 
known throughout the Archdiocese and in 
Washington, DC, as well as in Athens and 
at the Ecumenical Patriarchate, where he 
covered the dramatic events effecting 
Hellenes and Orthodox Christians around 
the world for the last half-century. 

Born in Thessaloniki in 1918, Mr. Hayden 
was the photographer for the Athens Boy 
Scouts in 1947 and later in 1952, for the pri
vate school in Athens attended by former 
King Constantine . This was the beginning 
of a relationship with the Greek royal family 
that would find Mr. Hayden accompanying 
the late King Paul , Queen Frederica, and 
Princess Sophia on their tour of major U. S. 
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cities in 1958. He moved to the United States 
in the late 1950s and settled in the New York 
City area. Costa Hayden is survived by his 
wife, the former Fotini Cassavetes, their 
children , Athena Hayden-Motal and 
Nicholas George Hayden, and grandchil
dren Julius, Constantine and Alexia. 

Nikitas A. Tampakis, well known and 
widely respected businessman and 
Greek-American community leader in Brook-

Iyn , NY , passed"away at age 70, after a 
six-month struggle with cancer. Mr. 
Tampakis was the founder and owner of 
United Ship Repair, a Brooklyn-based ship 
repairing facility. Born in Arcadia, he came 
to the United States in 1951 . A member of 
the Sts . Constantine and Helen Cathedral 
in Brooklyn, Mr. Tampakis served on the 
parish board of directors for many years. 
He was elected president and after the cata
strophic fire in 1991, he was instrumental in 
raising funds from various businessmen 
and ship owners to rebuild the historic Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral. Mr. Tampakis was also 
involved in the Pan-Arcadian Federation 
of America. He has been elected repeatedly 
as a member ofthe executive board of Geros 
tou Morea. the New York-based founding 
chapter of the Federation, and he has served 
as vice president of this fraternal non-profit 
organization. 

Nikitas Tampakis is survived by his wife, 
the former Panagiota Pitsa, their children, 
Tom Tampakis of Tappan , NY ; Jimmy 
Tampakis of Brooklyn; John Tampakis of 
Nanuet, NY; and Sophia Volandes of Man
hattan. He is also survived by seven grand
children in New York, and a brother and 
two sisters in Greece. 

GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 


	Petropoulos_50_9
	Frangos_50_9
	Kopan_50_9
	FrangosA_50_9
	Pappas_50_9
	Paropoulos_50_9
	Klerides_50_9

