
OCL Tilting to Autonomous 
Orthodox Church in America 

An Interview with George Matsoukas, President 

George Matsoukas is the fifth Presi
dent ofOCL. He follows in the steps 

of Jim Koulougeorge, George Karcazes, 
Sotiris Tsoutsouras and Nicholas Karakas. 

This is my third interview with you. The 
first was in 1993 when I was introduced to 
Orthodox Christian Laity through the 
Project for Orthodox Renewal. 

Q. What is new with OCl? 

A. OCL is celebrating its 10th anniver
sary this year. This event will be high
lighted at our 10th annual meeting in Bos
ton, November 14, IS, 16, 1997. Our meeting 
follows the Patriarchal visit and the key
note will be delivered by Dr. James 
Counelis, Professor of Education at the 
University of San Francisco He is also a 
prominent Orthodox Scholar. The confer
ence theme is "The American Orthodox 
Church and the Ecumenical Patriarchate." 
Conference headquarters for the meeting 
is the Harvard Club. The keynote program 
will take place at the Meliotis Center at Hel
lenic College, Holy Cross Seminary, 
Brookline, Mass. 

Q. Congratulations on 10 years of sur
vival. This is a milestone event. What has 
OCl accomplished in these years? 

A. OCL was organized in Chicago in 1987 
as an educational ministry to challenge the 
laity to assume responsibility for the direc
tion of the church. There was a crisis in 
church governance and accountability and 
the voice of spiritually mature laity needed 
expression. There was NO organization that 

George Matsoukas, president of OCL, is a 
member of St. Catherine Greek Orthodox 
Church, West Palm Beach, where he served six 
years on the parish council and taught Sunday 
school. He has been an educator for 25 years 
and a consultant onfundraising and grant writ
ing. 
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lEy Dr. John A. Xanthopoulos I 
"Can a Church in 

captivity send leaders 
to govern Orthodox 
Christian Churches 

that flourish in 
democratic environ

ments? Have the 
hierarchy become 
enamored with the 

Roman Catholic models 
of governance?" 

expressed the concerns of the laity. Our 
greatest accompl ishments have been the 
publications. We have produced 26 issues 
of The Forum newsletter. In 1993 we pub
lished the Project for Orthodox Renewal 
which you and many others favorably re
viewed. It is a thoughtful, careful, conciliar, 
review of seven issues of continuing con
cern to the Orthodox laity as we mature as 
a church. The issues include: Faith, and 
Culture, Spiritual Renewal; Orthodox 
Women and the Church; Mission and Out
reach; the Selection of the Hierarchy; 
Church Administration and Accountabil
ity; and Orthodox Unity. In 1996-97 we pre
pared two feasibility studies requested by 

Left to right: Peter Marudas, Anastasia Tsoutsoura, George Coupounas, George Matsoukas, His 
Eminence Archbishop Spyridon. Nicholas Karakas, CLO President Dr. Nikolas Gvosdev, Fr. 
Steven Vlahos, Dr. William Tenet, during a meeting of members of the CLO Board with Arch
bishop Spyridon at the Archdiocese in New York. 
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his Eminence Archbishop Spyridon : The 
challenge of Outreach and the History and 
Future of the female Diaconate. The out
reach study was published as a special re
port and we have been overwhelmed with 
requests from clergy and laity of all ortho
dox jurisdictions. In honor of our 10th an
niversary year we have developed an Oc
casional papers series. The first was by 
Bishop lacovos formally locum tenens of 
the Diocese of Atlanta now retired. The 
topic is Transition and Renewal, One Faith 
One Church. A paper will be published in 
October by Dr. Daniel Sahas, of the Uni
versity of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada titled 
"The Theological Foundations of the Role 
of the Laity in the Church." 

We have conducted about 20 open fo
rums in various cities throughout the United 
States where we held quarterly board meet
ings inviting the faithful to dialogue with 
us . We have met thousands of Orthodox 
faithful through these forums. In 1992 at 
the New Orleans Clergy Laity Congress it 
was through the activism of OCL that the 
archdiocesan Council was restructured. It 
is supposed to be composed of 3 I mem
bers selected by the Archbishop and 30 
members elected from the Diocese of the 
U.S. This reform approved by the Patriarch
ate has not been implemented. 

We sat down and dialogued with Arch
bishop lakovos on three occasions and 
Archbishop Spyridon two times since his 
election December, 1996 in June 1997. All 
meetings were at the Archdiocese in New 
York and were concerned for the needs of 
the faithful at the direction of the church. 
We also had a wonderful dialogue with 
Patriarch Bartholomew at the Phanar in 
November 1994. 

Another highlight of our historical jour
ney was the 1995 pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land which resulted in reports about the 
condition of the Jerusalem Patriarchate and 
its insensitivity to Arab Christians. We 
have since participated in two task force 
conferences on the Jerusalem Patriarchate. 
We have also nurtured and energized the 
development of the Justinian Center which 
has as its mission the vision of developing 
a Commonwealth of countries with Ortho
dox Christian ethos. st. Symeon the new 
theologian was selected by our member
ship to be our patron Saint in 1993. May 
he continue to guide us. He wrote "Behold 
the creation of the world, all of him within 
myself, and I know that I shall not die, for I 
am within the life." Visit us on our web site 
http: www.ocJ.org 
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Q. Has the crisis of church governance 
ended? 

A. It is my opinion as we speak, NO! 
The crisis continues. Change and transi
tion are difficult. Two years from now we 
may see this change in a different light, but 
today we are still in a crisis state. Maybe 
we expect too much from the church and 
its leaders . The founder of the church our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ taught us to 
love one another . This is h is 
commandment-His Organizational Principal. 
But I don ' t see it as the operating principle 
of the church. I see very little love ex
pressed in the church . For example this tran
sitional year has been marked by intimida
tion ofthe clergy ! Instead oftrying to gather 
us all together clergy and laity in the spirit 
of love to understand and reason together, 
the clergy have been hardest hit by intimi
dation . Some have been suspended. We 
must ask, are there no canonical rules on 
clergy suspensions ? Should spiritual 
courts be part of the process? There seems 
to be a plan to intimidate and control the 
clergy. Trial balloons have floated all year. 
One such trial balloon is that clergy sala
ries will be paid directly from New York and 
clergy will be assigned from New York. In 
this way the clergy will know the Arch
bishop is their boss . Their allegiance is not 
with their parish. 

How do all these changes relate to the 
Uniform Parish Regulations (UPR)? Was 
there a meeting between the clergy, laity, 
and hierachy to make these 
deconstructionist changes? Where did 
they come from and why? 

Q. Is the Church moving toward cen
tralization? 

A. As human history moves toward de
centralization in the 3rd millennium, the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese moves to
ward centralization. This makes no sense. 
Who authorized this move toward central
ization? The strength of Orthodoxy has 
been at the parish level and it will remain 
so. A task force of the best minds needs to 
think about the consequences of central
ization. 

The dilemma of the dismissal of faculty 
and staff of Holy Cross and Hellenic Col
lege is an example of crisis in church gov
ernance. The principles of due process and 
academic freedom have been violated at 
Hellenic College and Holy Cross . We are 
told these are secular concepts? There is 

no concern for accreditation because it 
seems like the hierarchy wants to be "dumb 
down," the priests, pay them less and con
trol them. 

Q. Can Orthodox Christianity come to 
grips with being in a democratic plural
istic American Society? 

A. These gestures are a form of intimi
dation and control of the clergy . Where is 
syndiaconia in all this? Why have not the 
clergy, laity, hierarchy, faculty and students 
met together to gevelop changes in the 
governance of these institutions? 

The laity who built the schools and all 
archdiocese institutions and who con
stantly contribute to maintain these insti
tutions want a professionally educated 
clergy, and are willing to pay for them. We 
want our clergy educated in an excellent 
American Orthodox Christian Seminary. The 
laity sacrifice to pay salaries, contribute to 
the education of clergy and maintain the 
schools . Clergy, laity, and hierarchy work
ing together have to face these problems. 
The accreditation of our college and semi
nary has been hard fought and hard earned 
and we want its accreditation maintained. 
We don't want our Institution sacrificed to, 
build foreign schools at Halki or anywhere 
else. And we do not want a foreign cur
riculum that does not meet the needs of 
American Orthodox Christians. 

The crisis at the seminary is symbolic 
of the crisis of governance in our church. 
There is a lack of respect for process and 
procedures that are part of our American 
culture setting. Our church has evolved in 
this American cultural setting and is an 
American church. Can Orthodox Christian
ity come to grips with being in a demo
cratic pluralistic American Society? This 
is the challenge. The dilemma of the arch
diocese is that it has been inattentive to 
administrative policies, procedures and 
norms that are part of the governance in 
this country. The faithful have moved the 
governance of the institutions of the arch
diocese and parishes to conform to the 
standards that are part of our national char
acter and community norms. The adminis
trative policies and processes from the par
ish to the archdiocese must conform the 
faithful. This is the unique character of 
Orthodox Christianity. Orthodoxy respects 
the culture ofthe people. Our cultural norms 
are based on standards of fairness and jus
tice, and our church must work within this 
context. 
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The introduction of foreign norms 
which are dictatorial and flaunt procedures 
under which we operate creates problems. 
Can a church in captivity send leaders to 
govern Orthodox Christian Churches that 
flourish in democratic environments? Can 
a church in captivity adj ust to churches 
which flourish in democratic environments? 
Have the hierarchy become enamored with 
the Roman Catholic models of gover
nance? 

This period of transition has produced 
many examples of ignoring established poli
cies and procedures . In this transition pe
riod UPR regulations have been ignored; 
SCOBA by laws are disregarded putting 
that institution in limbo; the Mission cen
ter is asked to make decisions without a 
quorum; The Archdiocesan Council mem
bers have been appointed in spite of regu
lations changing its make up that were ap
proved by the Clergy-Laity conference in 
1992, and financial obligations to the patri
archate are ambiguous . The crisis at the 
Seminary disregards due process and aca
demic freedom as well as bypassing the 
governing board. 

Q. What could we do to correct the cri
sis? 

A. The crisis in church governance will 
end when clergy, laity and hierarchy rea
son together through the synodical and 
conciliar process which works best in our 
culture, and is the basis of Orthodox gov
ernance. It will end when the Church comes 
to grips with being part of the American 
culture in which it thrives . We Orthodox 
Christians in America have even brought 
life and hope to the ancient Patriarchates 
of Constantinople and Russia. The July 
1997 issue of the Orthodox Observer front 
page reports US supports Halki. This is so 
because of the influence that Orthodox la
ity in America have within the political sys
tem. Since the Presidency of Harry Truman 
the Patriarchate in Constantinople has 
been of special interest to Americans. The 
Orthodox Church of America (OCA) kept 
the church in the USSR alive by smuggling 
religious books there when the church had 
only an official printing press. For example 
on tour with Deacon Michael Roshak in 
1987 [ was detained by the Soviet authori
ties because [ brought a box of religious 
books into the Soviet Union. The first fax 
machine was placed into Dunilov Monas
tery because of my good offices and the 
generosity of American lay donors . 
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Q. How do you see the future of our 
Church in America? 

A. The future of Orthodoxy will thrive 
in America when we love one another, be
come a jurisdictionally united administra
tively autonomous Orthodox Church and 
reach out to each other and the wider com
munity in our own English language. Oth
erwise we will continue to wonder in the 
desert in search for leadership to bring us 
together. We will continue to shrink as a 
church and loose another generation. 

In reality we need the independent and 
spiritually mature laity to assume respon
sibi[ity for the church. Express yourselves 
to our leaders, continue to use the Internet 
and fax. Become familiar with the board 
members of the various archdiocesan in-

stitutions and contact them. Remind them 
of their spiritual and fiduciary responsi
bilities. Stewardship within the church re
quires us to be guardians of the church. 
Lets move beyond crisis and actively be 
part of the synodical and conciliar process 
based on love. The Orthodox Church in 
America was not patronized by kings nor 
subsidized by the state. It was built by im
migrant lay people who sacrificed to create 
it and govern it within the norms of Ameri
can culture. [t is God ' s precious and unique 
inheritance under the stewardship of clergy, 
laity, and hierarchy of His land. The reli
gious freedom of America has been part of 
our American culture influencing how we 
govern ourselves. Let's come to grips with 
ourselves and realize our destiny! The al
ternative is division. 

Keep an eye out! 

.~*iff 
and let us know if you've come across 

any anti-Hellenic media coverage lately. 

Better yet, forward what you've found to AHMP 
immediately and volunteer to become a Monitor of your 

local newspapers and other media sources for this national 
grass-roots organization, formed to address the 

increasingly anti-Hellenic posture taken by our press and 
media. Individuals capable of a sophisticated level of 

written advocacy are particularly encouraged to apply for 
positions as Writers by forwarding a writing sample to: 

AMERICAN HEllENIC PO Box 1150, NY, NY 10028"()()()8 

MEDIA PROJECT (212) 249-3863 
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Return from Mount Athos 

A SPiritual renaissance, that's what it 
. s. A pilgrimage to Mount Athos that 

defies actual, verbal assessment, one that 
easily boggles the mind and soul of man. 
Overwhelming to say the least. This corre
spondent had such a personal experience 
over the last few weeks when he accompa
nied two of his parishioners to the Garden 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the nomencla
ture by which the Holy Mountain has been 
known for at least 1000 years. In 1963, it 
celebrated its first millennium. 

The northern promontory west of 
Salonika in Greece is the site of Mount 
Athos, a monastic community comprised of 
no less than 20 monasteries, founded by st. 
Athanasios the Athonite (AD 963). 
Monastics existed here for decades before; 
in fact, "The monks living on Mount Athos 
sent[t] representatives to Constantinople to 
celebrate the restoration of the veneration of 
icons ... " in AD 843 (The Treasures of Mount 
Athos, Ministry of Culture, Thessaloniki 
1997, p,XVI). In fact, the 1996 
Hemerologion of the Ecumenical Patriarch
ate states that "Ascetics were known to be 
on Athos in the AD 5th century" (p. 836). 
Nonetheless, it is one of the oldest monastic 
communities ofthe Greek Orthodox Church; 
only two may predate it, st. Catherine's on 
Mount Sinai, and St. Sawas' in the desert 
beyond Jerusalem. 

A great spiritual revival is taking place 
on Athos; we were told time and time again 
that about 80 percent of the population, now 
approaching 2000 monks, is 40 years of age 
and under. Hundreds of monks are college 
educated, hoards of them have graduate de
grees, masters and doctorates. Professionals 
have joined the ranks from various parts of 
the globe; many of whom are converts. We 
met those who were from Australia and New 
Zealand, Finland, England, South America, 
the USA, etc. Father Alexios from the Mon
astery of Karakalou is a classical example, 

Father Limberakis, a native of Boston, is the 
pastor ofSt. Sophia's in Valley Forge; soon 
he will celebrate his 48th anniversary in the 
service of the church. 
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I By Fr. John A. Limberakis I 

one that grew up as a Methodist in Delaware, 
whose father is Judge Trader. He studied at 
Franklin & Marshall College and the Uni
versity of Chicago, taught at st. Tikon's 
Seminary in Pennsylvania, and who told us 
in no uncertain terms that "Panagia called 
me here .. . ," emphatically, looking at us 
straight in the eye. 

In one week (June 24 to 30), Anthony 
Pantezopoulos and his son, Frank, accom
panied by their parish priest, visited a total 
of 18 monasteries and three sketes, both one 
the northern side side of the promontory and 
the southern. They hiked it from place to 
place, they rode in a so-called Unimog, a 
four-wheel drive military vehicle (that made 
its debut during the Persian Gulf War), and 
they sailed along the coast on occasion. They 
began by registering with Karyes (more or 
less, the statehouse of Athos) in Daphne, a 
short distance from Ouranoupolis (The Heav
enly City) . Before making the trek, however, 
they were already issued with IDs provided 
by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constan
tinople, the Archdiocese of America, the 
Ministry of Northern Greece, finally, with 
an ID-pass provided by Mount Athos itself. 

Monastery of Xeropotamou 

At the Monastery ofKoutloumousiou, pilgrims 
pose with Brother David in the Katholikon, i.e. 
the central church. From left to right, Anthony 
Pantazopoulos, Father Limberakis, Frank 
Pantazopoulos and Brother David. 

Policy has it that no more than 100 pilgrims 
are permitted to enter the Holy Mountain, 
and their stay is only for a maximum offour 
days (the three from America were given an 
extension). Among the pilgrims entering the 
monastic community daily from all walks of 
life, besides members of the clergy, are pil
grims whose background by and large is pro
fessional (doctors, dentists, lawyers, archi
tects, retired professors), some bring along 
their sons. 

The three began their journey with 
Xeropotamou, Iveron, Philotheou, Karaka
lou, the Great Lavra (the oldest and largest 
ofthe 20) and Koutloumousiou; the next day 
they continued to the Protaton, Stavronikita, 
Pantokrator and Vatopedi. The next morn
ing they continued on to Dionysiou where 
the three stayed all day. By now it was Sat
urday (June 28). Back to Daphne the next 
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morning to take the boat to St. Paul where 
they spent the night. Sunday morning, on to 
Gregoriou. The next morning, the feastday 
of the Holy Apostles (according to our eccle
siastical calendar IAthos is with the Julian), 
this correspondent celebrated liturgy at dawn 
in the Chapel of St. Spyridon, assisted by a 
deacon-monk, and monastics 
who chanted the responses in 
an atmosphere of holiness 
and solemn quietude that 
was exceedingly inspira
tional. Sketes visited in
cluded St. Elijah, Bourazeri 
and St. Chrysostom. 

On Mount Athos, in all 
religious ceremonies, only 
the name of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch is commemorated; 
Athos is under the spiritual 
aegis of His All Holiness 
Bartholomew. It is not a ju
dicatory of the Church of 
Greece, as some may as
sume. It is independent. 

The three had a surprise 
in store for them; at St. Paul's 
they met a novice from 
Cherry Hill, NJ; who had al
ready made-up his mind to 
abandon all that was of the 
secular world, in order to 
devote himself to prayer and 
the process ofTheosis. Leav
ing his family behind (whom 
this writter has know for at 
least 25 years), Peter 
Chigounis, age 37, at one 
time a prominent business
man, is now on Mount 
Athos; his assignment, to 
care for the ailing in the mon
astery infirmary. He is posi
tively a happy, fulfilled in-

ety~/;af fPafaat 

(Dy'w; !Bay) 
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dividual, deeply gratified with his mission 
at the monastery, whose mentor is none other 
than the abbot himself. He speaks about his 
present life in superlative terms. He has sepa
rated himself from the world to find peace, 
and peace he has found. He's all smiles. Con
versations with him lasted for hours on end. 

Monastery of Dionysiou-South side 

The three pilgrims from the Philadelphia 
area were determined to do as the monks; 
they prayed together and broke bread to
gether. They soon learned that eating (the 
process by which the body is sustained) has 
religious connotations; afierall, how else can 
the spiritual life be pursued, unless with the 

body that is vibrant with 
life? Therefore, all meals on 
Mount Athos are conducted 
in an atmosphere of prayer; 
monks take their tum read
ing from the Holy Fathers. 
A lectern is poised in the 
middle ofthe refectory. The 
refectory per se has the floor 
plan of a genuine church 
edifice; not a square inch of 
the walls and ceiling is de
void of some scene either 
from the Old Testament or 
the New. Everywhere, Byz
antine iconography of the 
absolute finest tradition, 
vivid, alive, mostly on 
wood (egg tempera) . This 
correspondent was given a 
place of honor by being es
corted to the table dignified 
by the abbot . Everywhere 
they were welcomed with 
great Christian love, em
braced, an i shown about by 
the monks. The three car
ried the greetings of 44-year 
old Father Moses, an Atho
nie monk (who is here since 
last October awaiting a 
liver-transplant which soon 
will take place in a Miami, 
FL hospital), a prolific au
thor of religious/spiritual 
publications, widely known 
here and in Europe. 

e"y~taL SF aLM!' 
Ea~t 
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At the close of religious services which 
begin at 4:30 in the morning daily (evening 
services begin 5:30, and midnight at II PM), 
pilgrims venerate relics of saints. Reliquar
ies bearing segments of The True Cross of 
Christ, The Sacred Belt of the Blessed Vir
gin Mary, and an Icon of the Theotokos and 
the Christ child painted by St. Luke known 
as Tou Akathistou, Many miracle-working 
icons of the Virgin (The Portaitissa, Axion 
Estin, Koubonzelissa. Hodegetria, 
Paraklesis, Glykofilousa, etc. ) and a plethora 
of saints ' relics, some depicting their skulls, 
foreheads, chins, including right hands and 
parts of legs, each enhanced in silver and 
gold, highlighted with precious stones, dat- " 
ing back to early Christianity, including 
those ofneo-hiermonks canonized since the 
Fall of Constantinople (AD 1453). Icons in 
the Katholikon Church of every monastery 
are treated with unique reverence, as the 
monks arrive and depart before and after 
church services. You can see the monks 
genuflecting before each one before salut
ing. You can sense the love and respect pro
jected to the living prototype of each. A very ~.H. oM oN H 
personal experience; a profusion of reverence 
and respect. Monastery ojConstamonitou (from the book "Anchored in God", by K. Cavarnos) 

~ENIC 
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You' d be surprised how far the light ofa 
single candle can reach, a single vigil lamp 
hanging before an icon. Remember at 4:30 
AM, it is still dark, pitch black, in this world, 
save for the light of the moon and the heav
enly bodies. Gazing into the sky, one won
ders about the extraordinary brilliance ofthe 
stars. Each one so brilliant and shining. The 
clock tells Byzantine time; the time preva
lent in the secular world varies about three 
hours. As these services proceed, daybreak 
penetrates the atmosphere; soon it is daylight, 
everything in the church becomes visible. 
Within the walls ofthe nave and narthex are 
the so-called stasidia; we call them stalls, 
where monks position themselves. These 
stasidia are designed to accommodate three 
postures; the totally standing, the semi-
standing and the totally seated. They are built 
to enhance the concentration on prayer. The 
Katholikon is not electrified; there are no 
lights . The light is provided by candles and 
vigil lamps. Mysticism everywhere. 

At whatever age, when these monks fall 
asleep in the Lord, they are buried in mon-

Monastery of Panteleimonos 

astery graveyards; we were told that the de
ceased do not pass through the common state 
known as rigor mortis. They are buried robed 
in their rave, not in comes, and their 
Epanokalymmafkon (the veil that is draped 
over their headgear) is reversed so that the 
face and breast is covered, then buried as is. 
Three or four years thereafter, their remains 
are exhumed ceremoniously, their skulls 
(fabled with their name and date of death) 
placed in a special chapel for that purpose, 
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Monastery of Karyes. Drawing by Rallis Kopsidis, and the book "Anchored in God ", by K. 
Cavarnos. 

and their major skeletal bones placed in an
other, facing each other. 

"Monasticism is the individual's renun
ciation of the world, and his retreat into a 
solitary life [in [in order] to achieve the sal
vation of his soul through /prayerful] con
templation and closer communication with 
God ... , " (Mount Athos by Sotiris Kadas, 
Ekdotike Athenon, Athens 1984, p. 10). 
Monks traditionally engage in iconography, 
preparation of incense, candle making, tend
ing to gardens, and all such activities identi
fied with their life of prayer. As they go about 
their duties, they recite the Jesus prayer, in
audibly: "Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
have mercy upon me, a sinner. " There is no 
moment of their conscious life that they are 

not praying. At this very moment, they are 
praying for you and the entire world. 

Some of the monasteries are built at 
sea-level, a short distance from the shore, 
others sit high, upon glacial rock, four and 
five stories high. We remember one retired 
architect from Athens shouting-out in our 
midst as we sailed by one, "A thousand years 
ago monks figured out how to build the first 
' high risers." How true, we pondered. 

This threesome returned to their families 
enthralled, deeply moved by what they saw 
and heard, and how it impacted upon their 
souls. The experience stunned them. Never 
again will their lives be the same. They had 
been blessed beyond their wildest expecta
tions, all for the glory of God. 
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75th Anniversary: 

AHEP A AND THE KU KLUX KIJAN 
The Final Triumph of Hellenism 
in America Over the Evil Klan 

SECOND OF A TWO-PART ARTICLE 

M ost Americans today mistakenly 
assume that the Ku Klux Klan 

has been powerful only in the southern 
United States 

However. the KKK reincarnation of 
the 1920's was strong and militant 
throughout North America.Hellenes were 
threatened and targeted everywhere --- per
sonally and economically. 

The founding of the Order of Ahepa in 
1922 in Atlanta-the national Imperial 
Headquarters city of the KKK-began to 
stem the tide of anti-Hellenic bigotry. 
Ahepa organized the Hellenes and es
poused American citizenship. patriotism, 
education. proficiency in English and par
ticipation in the mainstream American 
community. 

But before the demise of the KKK at 
the end of the decade, Hellenes through
out North America suffered greatly as they 
attempted to survive in the New World of 
their choosing. 

In Indiana, the state most politically 
controlled by the 1920's Klan, burning 
crosses were ignited in the yards of out
spoken Hellenes. Unprovoked beatings of 
Greeks were not reported to police lest 
another beating soon follow. Others were 
warned of dire conseq uences if they talked 
in Greek in public, even in their own busi
ness establishments. 

Hoosier Democrat and Republican 
leaders actively discouraged naturalized 
Hellenes from filing for public office. forc
ing them to run as Socialist Party candi
dates. Fearful Greek Orthodox Christians 
indefinitely postponed impending plans to 

James S. Scofield is a past Supreme President 
of the Order of AHEPA and Sons of Pericles 
whose Hellenic fathers and uncles fought the 
Ku Klux Klan in Northwest Indiana in the 
1920's. Retired, he was an editor and library 
director for the St. Petersburgh Times in 
Florida. 
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I By JAMES S. SCOFIELD I 

Members of the Ku Klux Klan march out of a Michigan cemetelY after paying their respects to 
a departed comrade in 1924. 

organize parishes. To avoid constant con
frontation, long and difficult to pronounce 
first and last names of Greek origin were 
shortened or changed to more acceptable 
Americanized versions. False rumors 
spread by the Klan about supposed un
solved murders of Greeks in other states 
produced the desired dread. 

The Klan Grand Dragon of Oregon 
said in a spirited speech in Atlanta: 'The 
Klan in the western states has a great mis
sion to perform. The rapid growth of the 
Japanese population and the great influx 
of foreign laborers , mostly Greeks, is 
threatening our American institutions, and 
Klans in Washington, Oregon and Idaho 
are actively at work to combat these for
eign and un-American influences. 

Probably the most blatant hard-line 
bullying, almost humorous, occurred in 
Pensacola, Florida. A Klansman handed 

a note to a Greek restaurateur which read: 
"You are an undesirable citizen. You vio
late the Federal Prohibition Laws and laws 
of decency and are a running sore on soci
ety. Several trains are leaving Pensacola 
daily. Take your choice. but do not take 
too much time. Sincerely in earnest. 
KKK." 

Today, according to sociologist Charles 
C. Moskos, Jr., of Northwestern Univer
sity, American Hellenes proudly rank first 
among all ethnic groups in individual edu
cational attainment and second in indi
vidual wealth . They have succeeded in ev
ery facet of American life. The Order of 
Ahepa has played the prime historic role 
in this ascent. 

True to its original mission. Ahepa fi
nancially supports scholarships. educa
tional chairs. housing for the elderly. medi
cal research, community programs, chari-
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table projects and other worthy endeav
ors through contributions of more than 
two million dollars a year from its chap
ter, district and national levels. 

Ahepa validated its patriotic roots dur
ing World War II by selling over five hun
dred million dollars of U. S. War Bonds, 
more than any organization in America. 
Meanwhile, Ahepa officials first visited the 
White House to meet with President 
Calvin Coolidge in 1924 and have con
ferred with all twelve Presidents since. 
Presidents Franklin Roosevelt , Harry 
Truman and Gerald Ford became Ahepa 
members. 

More recently, Ahepa raised $400,000 
for the restoration of Ellis Island and the 
Statue of Liberty and $775,000 for a sculp
ture commemorating the Centennial 
Olympic Games in Atlanta. Ahepa has 
received Congressional and Presidental 
recognition for promoting friendship and 
goodwill among the people of the United 
States, Canada, Greece and Cyprus. Presi
dent George Bush hailed Ahepa as one of 
"the thousand points of light," 

Ahepa moved its headquarters to 
Washington, D. C, in 1924 and later ex
panded its scope by adding three auxilia
ries to complete the Ahepa Family: the 
Daughters of Penelope for women, the 
Sons of Pericles for young men and the 
Maids of Athena for young women . Its 
combined eight hundred chapters, consist
ing of about 35,000 members, cover the 
United States and Canada and have 

EXPERIENCE IT ALL 
Or nothing at all. That is the charm 

of the Celebrity experience. You can 
fill your days with a variety of activi
ties or simply enjoy the leisurely pass
ing of time. As The Total Traveler by 
Ship notes, "The daily activities pro
gram is loaded with possibilities," 
and The Unofficial Guide to Cruises 
says Celebrity's ships "offer such an 
incredible array, it would be virtually 
impossible for one person to do it all." 
Most Celebrity guests choose favorite 
activities from a seemingly endless 
lists of options: culinary demonstra
tions, arts and crafts, wine tasting, 
fashion shows, movie screenings, 
dance classes, art auctions plus sports 
and games of all kinds from skeet 
shooting to golf putting. Or just sit 
back, relax and do nothing. Like ev
erything about the Celebrity experi
ence, the choice is yours. 
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The Four Horsemen o/the Ku Klux Klan Apocalypse ready to ride and terrorize in rural Ohio 
in the I 920"s. 

planted successful units in Australia and which was challenged by the KKK. The 
Greece. It held its 75th annual convention court ruled 6 to I to uphold the constitu-
in Atlanta in August. tionality of the anti-mask statute. 

In 1990, Ahepa filed an amicus curiae The significance of the favorable deci-
(friend of the court) brief in the Georgia sion to a jubilant Ahepa was that it came 
Supreme Court. It backed the legal posi- in the city of its founding and helped seal 
tion of the National Association for the the doom of another failed Klan revival. 
Advancement of Colored People Moreover, it enabled Hellenes to join in 
(NAACP) and the Anti -Defamation victorious celebration with fellow black 
League (ADL) of B'nai B' rith in support and Jewish Americans whose forebearers 
of a state law banning masks in public also were sadistically harmed physically, 

The Ku Klux Klan assembles/or a meeting in Pennsylvania in 1922. 
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mentally and economically by the KKK 
of yesteryear. 

Along with Roman Catholics, Asians 
and other immigrants considered unac
ceptable by the Klan, they all were targeted 
separately and together because they did 
not fit the rigidly narrow KKK concept of 
what constitutes a good and loyal Ameri
can. 

For Hellenes, it is supremely ironic that 
the six organizers of the original Klan in 
1865 created the words Ku Klux from 
kuklos, a variation of the Greek kyklos 
meaning cycle or circle, and applied it to 
their own little circle. 

Today the 1920's version of the KKK 
is long gone-and its flickering reincarna
tions are virtual nonentities. The Klan de
served to die- and died. 

The Order of Ahepa thrives three quar
ters of a century after its historic birth amid 
the fiery heat of hate-generated by the 
toxic Klan cauldron of insane fanaticism. 
Ahepa deserves to live-and lives. 

blO flY <;0<; 
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75 Fifth Avenue (between 15th & 
16th street), Manhattan 

(212) 229-2992 
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The HA WC Annual Conference 
On November 14 & IS, the Hellenic 

American Women's Council (HA WC) 
will be holding its annual conference at 
The Waldorf-Astoria in New York City. 
The first event will be an elegant dinner 
on Friday evening. In addition to the guest 
speaker, who will be a prominent politi
cal figure, a musical interlude as entertain
ment will be presented. Saturday morn-

conference will conclude with an evening 
at the theater. 

Chairperson at the conference will be 
attorney Stacey Save with Diana L. 
Armenakis, Ona Spiridellis and Fannie 
Holiday as co-chairs. 

The Hellenic American Women's 
Council (HA WC) has been in existence 
since 1994. It is a nationwide nonpartisan 

HA we members at a Nelvsletter meeting, held at Harry's at Hanover Square, NYC. Left 
to right: Genevieve Kampessis, Nelly Koutras, Stacey Sava, ana Spiridellis, Alexandra 
La:aridoll, Diana Armenakis, Stella Kokolis, Popi Demetriades and Alice Halkias. 

ing will begin with a panel discussion on 
"Women and Power." Confirmed panel
ists are Margaret Papandreou, former wife 
of the late Prime Minister of Greece, 
Kathryn Porter, of the Human Rights 
Alliance, and the Honorable Judge Leo 
E. Milonas. 

Following the panel discussion , guests 
will attend the Aristeon Award Luncheon. 
Keynote speaker will be noted New York 
attorney Pamela Liapkis. The annual 
award, given by HA WC to women who 
have made a significant contribution to 
the cause of women, will be presented at 
the luncheon to Rep. Carolyn Maloney, 
Rep. Susan Molinari, Sen . Olympia 
Snowe, and Fox News anchor, Rosanna 
Scotto. Immediately following the lun
cheon, HA WC members will convene for 
the 1997 Annual business meeting. The 

network of women with two distinct goals: 
to educate women on public policy issues, 
and to identify and promote the talent and 
power of Hellenic American women. 
Since its inception, the organization has 
successfully sponsored many seminars, 
lectures, receptions and conferences, all 
dealing with issues of special importance 
to women. Every November, they com
bine their annual business meeting with a 
two-day conference. The last two confer
ences were held in Washington, D.C. This 
year, the New York region will host this 
much anticipated event. 

GREEK AMERICAN REVIEW 
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An Ode to Our Seminary Professors 

I t is time to "sing" and reminisce 
about out intellectual parents of 

Holy Cross School of Theology. I wish I 
could write a classical prosody, an ode, an 
unrhymed lyric poem, treating progres
sively on a dignified theme: our professors . 
Better, though , I open my heart and en-

By Rev. Fr. Demetrios Kavadas 
Pastor of the Assumption Church. 

St. Clair Shores. MI. 

joying immensely what they taught me and 
close to 800 other young men (and lately 
young ladies) simply say to them 
"THANK YOU FOR TRAINING ME, 
FOR PREPARING ME, FOR TEACH
ING ME HOW TO SERVE GOD AND 
HUMANITY DURING THE PAST 

FORTY YEARS". 
Here I must testify that since my father 

was an educator, I have a special place in 
my heart for those who dedicate their lives 
transplanting knowledge; his field was lit
erature but since my young school years, 
he kept saying that the "crown" of all dis- . 

Professors of Holy Cross School of Theology; Brookline. MA (1956) from left to right: C. 
Moutevelis. William Ford, D. Adamis. G. Liakopoulos, Fr. 1. Papadopoulos, Fr. £. Stefanou, 
George Bebis (standing) . Bishop Athenagoras Kokkinakis (Dean of School) . D. Zacharopoulos, 
Fr. 1. Papadopoulos, Fr. G. Tsoumas. J. Papa john. G. Georges. C. Vryonides. Fr. Timothy 
Andrews, Fr. Kallistos Samaras. (Absent from photograph: P. Nychis. A. Anastasiadis, C. 
Cavarnos and A. Kanarakos) GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 
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ciplines is that of Theology. In our Theo
logical School our professors specialized 
in Theology . The great Fr . George 
Florofsky (whom my class of 1956 had for 
three years) wrote that "Theology is the 
sacred science which treats of God and the 
things pertaining to God. All our primary 
studies were branches of Theology; like 
Dogmatics, Old and New Testament, 
Church History, Comparative Theology, 
Moral Theology, Mystical and Liturgical 
Theology, Pastoral and Church Adminis
tration, Music, Religious Education, 
Canon Law, Patristics, etc. Each profes
sor had sr~nt so much time in his field! 
Years and years of studying and prepar
ing the curriculum, researching into the 
"original" Orthodox writings, and most of 
all having the responsibility of teaching 
very difficult concepts to all of us. 

A very unique publication about the 
first days of our School, under the title 
"Pomtret" written by one of our first de
cade students, describes within 320 pages 
how they bravely preserved the school 
"through disastrous fires, the effects of glo
bal war and .. . an austerity for which stu
dent and teacher alike had not bargained" 
(page 317, Holy Cross Orthodox Press, 
1988). In Chapter 8, pages 93-1 17, we find 
the photographs and the biographies of the 

first 12 professors (seven priests and five 
scholarly laymen) who composed the 
"members of the early faculty". Six of 
them have slept in the Lord. The other six 
are alive, some residing in the Boston area 
and some in Greece. 

A photograph of the first faculty in the 
new location in the 1950's reminded me 
of a new era: I count 15 professors and 4 
absent from the photo. But suddenly I re
alize that four of them are in the "army" 
of our Seminary graduates who obtained 
higher degrees and became now professors 
of their Alma Mater. The 1995 Yearbook 
of the Archdiocese (pages 96 and 97) over 
90'% of the Administration and the facul
ties of Hellenic College/Holy Cross are 
GRADUATES of this institution. What 
a pride for our Alumni! Finally, the 1997 
Archdiocesan Year Book states: 

"Today the faculties and students of 
the undergraduate and graduate 
schools continue to form one commu
nity, sharing the same campus and 
facilities. Both Hellenic College and 
Holy Cross are accredited institutions 
for higher learning. Hellenic College 
offers the Bachelor of Arts (B. A.) 
degree in four programs: classics, el
ementary education, human develop
ment, and religious studies. Holy 

Covering the great Philadelphia Metropolitan Area, 
Pennsylvania, Delall)are, Southern New Jersey 
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Cross offers graduate programs of 
study leading to the degrees of Mas
ter of Divinity (M.Div.) , Master of 
Theological Studies ( M. TS. ) , Mas
ter of Arts in Church Service (MA.) , 
and Master of Theology ( Th.M. ) . " 
The Ecumenical Patriarchate has ap-

pointed many of our Professors to repre
sent Orthodoxy in various national and 
international meetings, dialogues and the 
"frontiers" of theological exchange of mat
ters related to the Christian faith . Their 
"papers" have been printed in various 
theological magazines, books and encyclo
pedias presenting the pure, position of our 
Holy Church. They have been repeatedly 
quoted by a multitude of scholars in the 
world because they are considered sources 
of authentic scholarly theological posi
tions. They stand honorably and saga
ciously next to the giants of the Eastern 
church we call "Fathers". Their founda
tion is the unadulterated ONE, HOLY, 
CATHOLIC AND APOSTOLIC TRA
DITION . Our Professors practiced with 
Orthopraxia their theological wisdom. 
Even today their private studies at the 
Seminary are at the third floor "maids 
quarters" of the former mansion (now 
called main building). History recorded 
"with tears and anguish" how these pro
fessors sacrificed from their families, their 
talents and their time to keep this school ' 
open and free from academic slaveries, 
various periodic intellectual storms and the 
multiplicity of opinions of those leaders 
who were truly concerned with "finances", 
growth , accreditation etc. A great number 
of our professors being clergymen had to 
serve various parishes of the Boston Dio
cese, undertaking extra responsibilities 
which so many times took them away from 
their scholarly work. They never refused 
their services. They were contin uously 
obedient to the "charges" of the Archdio
cese and the Diocese of Boston. 

These professors are of a very rare 
breed. They have in their hands the future 
of our priesthood in this great land. Their 
examples of love for the church must be 
perpetuated. Their scholarly endeavors 
should be promoted by grants established 
by the entire Church . More sabbaticals 
must be offered to them , accompanied 
with financial assistance , encouraging 
them to write more books and articles or 
pamphlets on Orthodoxy - something des
perately needed in our times. They are the 
best to undertake the "enlightment" of our 
people and those who watch "by night" 
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from without the Ecclesia, groups and/or 
neighborhoods who wish to join us - even 
daily. Time passes so quickly and the mis
sions our Archdiocese should be "super
vised" by our Seminary professors! A pro
fessor at our Seminary affects eternity; he 
can never tell where his influence stops! We 
must remember them in our prayers. There 
is no final way to judge the worth? of a 
teacher, except in terms of the lives of those 
he has taught. These men (and sometimes 
women) are the real soldiers of Christian
ity. Others may defend it, but only he can 
make it work in the soul of a seminarian. 
Erasmus, a Dutch scholar of the 16th cen
tury, impressed me once when he wrote 
almost 400 years ago: 'To be a schoolmas
ter is next to be a king. In the opinions of 
fools it is a humble task, but in reality it is 
the noblest of occupation". The same with 
professors: they are builders who work 
with the higher and finer values of civili
zation; they are pioneers who are always 
attempting the impossible and they are 
winning our; they are melodious instru
ments in the furtherance of those soul of 
our Church . I remember my father who 
repeated again and again that "the best 
teacher is willing to be forgotten. His only 
reassurance needs to be the faith that some
how his efforts have increased the amount 
of mind power in the world which can 
never have too much of that 
commodity .. .. His final reward is the qualc 

ity of the life , which teaching has helped 
to shape ... " 

If these generals of theological letters 

allow you to come close to them you will 
realize something very strange, something 
that may show the charisma of a perfec
tionist: They spend twelve hours a day 
searching for truth and the other twelve 
searching for errors. They do not mind 
sniffles, squirming, stomach aches and 
pills. Neither do they disintegrate before 
tears, fights, futility, excuses. "little boys" 
who shout and "little girls" who pout. The 
great historian Polyvios (204 A.D to 149 
A. D.) recorded the famous words of 
Alexander the Great who said: 

"My entire existence lowe to Aristotle, 
the most wise of teachers". 

We, the Alumni of Holy Cross, owe our 
spiritual growth and theological birth to 
all those who wrote upon our souls what 
the gospel of St. Mark records in the fol
lowing: "Jesus was sitting on the Mount 
of Olives, across from the Temple, when 
Peter, James, John, and Andrew came to 
Him in private" ... "Jesus said to them: 
Watch out, and do not let anyone fool you! 
Many men claiming to speak for me, will 
come and say, [ am he! And they will fool 
many people. And don't be troubled when 
you hear the noise of battles close by and 
new of battles far away ... . when the time 
comes, say whatever is then given to you. 
F or the words yo u speak will not be yours; 
they will come from the Holy Spirit" 
(Mark 13,3,7 and 11 .) 

I'm positive that those of our Profes
sors who have slept in the Lord have been 
resting peacefully, until He gives to them 
their final reward for the spiritual births 
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Bring your message to Hellenes 
of North America 

Our specialty is communication 
Our goal is to bring the communities together 

Please phone or write: 

P.O. Box 266, Station '0' ,. Toronto, Ontario M4A 2N3 

Tel. 416/921-4229. fax: 416/921-0723 

they assisted to take place - as excellent 
spiritual physicians. To those who are still 
with us we simply offer the harmonious 
melody of earthly praises! It is His ode of 
truth , of hope, of faith and most of all of 
genuine love. You harvest now the fruits 
of your divine labor. 

(Fr. Kavadas is passed President of the 
Holy Cross Alumni Association) 
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Remembering-Smyrna 
75 YEARS FROM THE ASIA MINOR TRAGEDY 

By ARTHUR N. FRANGOS 

Excerpts from his book "Realms of Gold-An Iliad of OUf Time" 
Published by Pella Publishing Co., Inc., 337 W 36th St., New York, NY, 10018 

PART. 

T.J ecuba had just checked the baby 
LLnd was about to go back to bed 

when she heard the knock. Perhaps she 
had been mistaken, she thought; who 
could possibly be knocking at the door at 
this hour of the night? Then she heard it 
again, a little louder and a bit more insis
tent this time. She woke Priam, who hur
riedly threw on a robe and went to see who 
it was. Hecuba followed him into the par-

SEPTEMBER, 1997 

lor, standing back a little so as to be near 
him and the baby at the same time, and 
watched apprehensively as he opened the 
door. Hrant apologized for the lateness of 
the hour by explaining that he had some
thing to tell them- something that he could 
no longer keep bottled up inside. Priam as
sured him that the hour didn't matter, and 
welcomed him into their home as did Hecu
ba, who then hurried into the kitchen to 
put on a pot of coffee. 

Hrant stared fixedly at the cup of coffee 
Hecuba had placed before him while hold
ing onto the saucer with his long. tapered 
fingers in order to steady his hands. She 
and Priam were seated at the table in the 
kitchen waiting for him to speak. Priam 
watched his troubled employee in silence, 
as he thought about how much his hands 
looked like those of a saint in a Byzantine 
icon. 

Slowly Hrant began to make words out 
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Greeks waiting/or the ships a/rescue. 

of the inexplicable series of traumas that 
had been graven into his young mind, and 
had tormented him unmercifully for so many 
years. 

It was in late August that the Greek front 
in the Turkish interior collapsed. The 
Greeks, who had occupied Smyrna at the 
behest of the Allies, had been at war for 
over twenty-five years. The Greek Army 
was totally demoralized and war-weary af
ter fighting first the Turks in the Mace
donian and Balkan wars, then the Central 
Powers on the side of the Allies during the 
first World War, and now, again, the Turks, 
who were well-rested and receiving mas
sive clandestine aid from Greece's very own 
"allies" behind her back. 

Many of Smyrna's more affluent Greek 
and Armenian merchants had already left 
the city. But most of the population re
mained, as they had faith that the Greeks, 
who had miraculously routed the Turks in 
the Smyrna area, beaten them out of East
em Thrace, and had pushed them far into 
the interior to a stalemate, would be able to 
hold. Even if they did not hold, and even if 
the Turks were to take Smyrna, most peo
ple still had faith in the Allies. Smyrna har
bor was jammed with British, French, ital
ian, and American warships. The Turks 
would never dare to massacre innocent 
unarmed civilians with so many witnesses 
standing by. 
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Soon the city began to be filled with 
thousands of Christian refugees from the 
interior. These desperate souls came stag
gering into Smyrna carrying their pitiful 
possessions on their backs. Most were 
small farmers whose ancestors had lived 
and worked on the land long before there 
was a Turkish nation. The sight of these 
refugees threw the city into a state of anx
iety that bordered on panic. Somehow peo
ple managed to hold on to their faith in the 
Allies, and Smyrna remained quietly appre
hensive. 

Then the ragged , hollow-eyed, 
ghost-like Greek soldiers started to pour 
into the city. They marched slowly, in end
less columns of dusty, wretched troops, 
straight through the city toward an evacu
ation point on the coast. Most were too 
tired to even lift their weapons, and dragged 
them along in the dirt or simply threw them 
down in despair. They stared straight 
ahead, like men in a trance, as they passed 
through Smyrna. Some collapsed to die on 
the street-too exhausted to take another 
agonizing step. 

On Friday, the 8th of September, the 
Greek administration ceased to exist as the 
last of the Greek officials left the city. All 
through the night of the 8th and into Sat
urday morning on the 9th Smyrna held its 
breath and waited. 

Just before noon on Saturday, the first 

Turkish soldiers entered the city in the form 
of mounted cavalry riding in perfect order 
along the quay. This was the start of the 
panic that would later grip the entire city, 
as hordes of refugees started to besiege 
the various consulates for safety. They had 
just come from the interior and had wit
nessed the Turks in action against their 
unarmed compatriots. They feared for their 
lives, now that Kemal's troops had entered 
Smyrna. In this they were wiser than most 
Smyrneans, who still believed the Turks 
could be constrained out offear of the Al
lies and concern for worldwide public opin
ion. 

Hrant's uncle, Sarkis, was one of those . 
who had faith. He had closed down his fac
tory temporarily and, at the pleading of his 
less trusting friends and business associ
ates had, like a biblical patriarch, gathered 
his family in their spacious home to await 
events. 

Sarkis knew the Turks-knew what they 
were capable of doing-knew what they 
had done to his people in the past. He him
self had survived three massacres, so his 
faith was not based on the foolish hope 
that the Turk had changed. No, his faith 
was grounded in the fact that the Allies 
would never allow a renegade outlaw like 
Kemal to upset their plans of carving Tur
key up among them. Kemal would have to 
behave and control his bloodthirsty troops 
in cosmopolitan Smyrna. Should he fail to 
do so, and show himself to be the monster 
he really was, Sarkis reasoned, the Allies 
would have no choice but to land troops 
and demolish the self-made strong man
not out of any sense of pity for the un
armed civilian population, but strictly to 
protect their own interests. 

Not to do so would show the world that 
the Allies were willing to deal with a 
blood-thirsty murderer of innocent women 
and children. The Allies would never allow 
that, and Kemal knew it. 

Sarkis had another reason for being op
timistic. Not very long ago he had supplied 
some of Kemal's army with boots free of 
charge. He'd done so (or so he'd told the 
Turks) to disprove the notion that all Ar
menians were traitors. Actually, he was 
hedging against just such events as were 
now beginning to unfold. His reward had 
been a personal letter of thanks from a high
ranking official, who ordered that he and 
his family were to be shown every courte-
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sy and were not to be harmed in any way. 
This was in appreciation of Sarkis' "gener
ous contribution" to Kemal's Nationalist 
forces. 

All through Saturday, Kemal's army 
poured into the city. They were a savage 
looking mix of Turks, Kurds, and Circas
sians. Many of these "hounds of the Proph
et" had the Mongolian features of the Turks 
of Eastern Anatolia. They were dressed in 
an odd assortment of uniforms ranging from 
modern khaki to the traditional "shalwar," 
or baggy Turkish trousers, and oriental 
headgear. They were well armed with rifles, 
pistols, and swords; many were bandoliered 
across the chest and sported a frightening 
display of curved daggers around the waist. 

By early evening on Saturday, the kill
ing and looting began and continued all 
through the night. The Greek and Arme
nian shops were the first to be broken into, 
but soon the looting-concentrated first 
in the Armenian quarter--extended into the 
private homes. The native Turks from the 
gaily festooned Turkish quarter ecstatical
ly joined the roaming patrols, pointing out 
their Armenian neighbors for slaughter 
while greedily taking part in the looting and 
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mayhem. 
Following an ancient tradition that ex

tended back in time to his ancestor, Tamer
lane, Kemal allowed his troops to sack the 
city and annihilate its Christian inhabitants 
at will. This time, however, tradition con
veniently facilitated policy, for Kemal was 
determined to solve the "minorities ques
tion" once and for all. He intended on noth
ing less than the complete elimination of 
all non-assimilable minorities from the soil 
of Turkey by any means necessary. If the 
Allies chose to evacuate their Christian 
brethren in time, fine-if not, other "more 
traditional" means would be employed. 
Meanwhile, custom would be observed and 
Kemal's victorious troops would be allowed 
to rape, loot, and pillage in the ancient and 
time-honored way of the Turk. 

By Saturday night the panic began to 
grow ominously, as thousands of native 
Christians joined the refugees in a desper
ate search for safety or evacuation from 
the city. 

On Sunday morning the sky was blue 
and clear, and the sun shone with dazzling 
Aegean brilliance as Kemal entered the fall
en city in triumph. Soon, an order was is-

Smyrna burning. 

sued from the "Konak" that all bakeries 
were to be closed and no bread was to be 
sold. By Sunday night, the shooting and 
screaming could be heard from practically 
all quarters of the city, and Smyrna gave 
itself up to unrestrained panic as people 
stormed the doors of foreign institutions 
such as schools, consulates, and mission
ary properties scattered throughout the city 
and its environs. it was virtually useless, 
however, as Turkish patrols were every
where by now and these Christian organi
zations had, for the most part, been put 
under strict orders to admit only their own 
nationals. In this way, many people were 
ravaged and butchered in the streets as 
they ran for help from their fellow Chris
tians. The young women and girls were 
gathered up and taken away. Wailing and 
screaming continued all through the night 
and could be heard for quite a distance from 
the city. 

On Monday morning, the Armenian 
quarter was surrounded and isolated from 
the rest of Smyrna. Some Italians who, to
gether with the French, had deserted their 
Greek "allies" as soon as it began to look 
as ifKemal was going to win, accompanied 
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the Turks as "observers." Soon a procla
mation was circulated throughout the quar
ter that warned against hiding an Arme
nian in one's home. Anyone caught doing 
so would be harshly dealt with. 

Now the well planned and systematic 
job of killing off the Armenians began with 
a vengeance. Not one house in the quarter 
would escape. All would be broken into 
and looted. All Armenians who were 
found, with the exception of some of the 
younger females, would be slaughtered
usually by being hacked to pieces first and 
then riddled with bullets, fired into those 
still suspected of breathing. (An order 
would soon come down from the "Konak" 
urging the conquering heroes to use the 
blade as much as possible as bullets were 
"too noisy.") 

The Turks used long iron crowbars to 
pry the doors off the houses . Then they 
would storm in shouting "Gold, bring 
gold." They were accompanied by the 
glassyeyed local Turks who, intent on set
tling old scores, would point out certain 
Armenians for "special treatment." 

Those houses in the Armenian quarter 
belonging to nationals friendly to Kemal 
prominently displayed their countries' fags 
for protection. This, together with verifica
tion by the local Turks that no Armenian 
lived there , was enough to temporarily 
spare these houses from looting and de
struction. 

While the Armenian quarter was being 
methodically ravaged, the rest of Smyrna 
was in chaos and up for grabs. Thousands 
of helpless Christians were being butch
ered in their homes and on the streets after 
first being robbed, raped, and mutilated by 
marauding bands of Turkish soldiers and 
officers. 

One of these was the saintly Greek Met
ropolitan Chrysostomos. He'd been forc
ibly removed from the Cathedral of Saint 
Photini by Turkish soldiers and ordered to 
appear before General Noureddin Pasha, 
who'd been put in control of Smyrna by 
Kemal. 

Archbishop Chrysostomos had been 
offered asylum and safety on three sepa
rate occasions but had refused, stating that 
he was the shepherd of his people and must 
remain with his flock to the end. He was a 
venerable spiritual leader who was loved 
and respected by all who knew him . A tire
less champion of Christian unity, he was 
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Refugees in the ruins of their homes. 

forever engaged in charitable works, and 
had been an outspoken critic of the perse
cution of minorities in Turkey. This had 
made him anathema to the Turks and now 
the time had come for them to get their re
venge. 

It was just after noon on Monday when 
the gaunt prelate, escorted by a squad of 
French marines ostensibly detailed for his 
safety, arrived at the "Konak" for his inter
view with Noureddin Pasha. This worthy 
general spit contemptuously on the hand 
that Chrysostomos extended by way of 
greeting. 

There was a dossier of accusations ly
ing open on Noureddin's desk, and he pro
ceeded to read some of these to the Arch
bishop whom he kept standing ignomini
ously before him . 

After a few seconds, the general impa
tiently tossed the dossier aside and stared 
with open hatred at this bearded infidel so 
beloved by the giaour unbelievers and im
portant foreign dignitaries alike. So much 
was Chrysostomos admired that Ankara 
had to go through the ridiculous bother of 
compiling this unnecessary dossier of 
charges in order to justify a sentence of 
death . Well he, Noureddin Pasha, needed 
no paperwork to do his duty as a true be
liever. 

He ordered Chrysostomos to get out of 
his sight and, as the Archbishop walked 
slowly down the stairs of the government 
house, proceeded to the balcony from 

which he shouted down to the wild-eyed 
mob gathered below, "Give him all that he 
deserves!" Then, like an Anatolian Pon
tius Pilate, he left Chrysostomos to his fate, 
as he turned and closed the balcony doors 
behind him. 

The sight of the infidel priest, surround
ed closely by his French guards, so incited 
the lusting mob that they began to growl 
like beasts ready to spring on their prey. 
Some, as happens in Turkey when blood is 
about to be spilled, fell writhing to the 
ground and chewed at the sparse grass 
growing around the "Konak" steps with 
rapidly snapping teeth, while salivating 
from their maws. 

The mob then pulled the Archbishop 
away from his squad of "protectors" (who'd 
been ordered to avoid antagonizing the 
Turks at all costs) and dragged him by his 
beard down the stairs and through the 
streets to the shop of the Jewish barber, 
Ishmael. There, in the street in front of the 
trembling barber's shop, they sat Chrysos
tomos on a stool after wrapping a barber's 
sheet around his neck. A huge Turk with a 
straight razor grabbed the Archbishop by 
the beard and jerked his head back violent
ly. "Let's shave the giaour priest," he 
shouted. 

The wild mob soon tired of this diver
sion and fought to tear out the rest of his 
beard, while ripping the sacred vestments 
from his body as they kicked and stomped 
him mercilessly and smeared his face with 
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dog excrement picked up from the street. 
While this was happening, some French 

soldiers were moved to pity, and made as if 
they were going to try to help the suffering 
prelate who was being beaten to death . 
They were harshly commanded to stand 
back by their officer, who forbade them to 
do anything at all to aid the helpless Arch
bishop. This officer would, like his spiritu
al brothers in Nuremberg a generation lat
er, no doubt live out the rest of his life con
soled by the fact that he had followed his 
orders to the letter. 

By now the mob was panting with 
blood-lust. The Archbishop's body jerked 
spasmodically with each blow. His eyes 
opened painfully to look towards heaven 
as his lips formed a final prayer. The man 
with the straight razor cut off an ear and, at 
the sight of blood, the mob went mad try
ing to get close to Chrysostomos who was 
barely able to murmur, "Receive my soul 
into Thy Kingdom, 0 Lord," before he died. 

The mob felt cheated by his dying so 
soon . There was so much more to do to his 
body that was better done while the infidel 
still lived. They would have to satisfy their 
lust on the giaour's corpse, which they pro
ceeded to do by gouging out his eyes, cut
ting off his nose, and stabbing his naked 
body repeatedly with the knives that all 
Turks carried about with them. 

Then, of course, they did the final sig
nature deed without which no mutilation 
of an infidel would be complete: They cut 
off his genitals and stuffed them into his 
mouth. The mob then kicked the hideous 
corpse into the gutter for the neighborhood 
dogs to feed on. After this, they dispersed 
wildly through the deserted streets look
ing for more giaour unbelievers to butcher 
and rob; their blood-lust had not yet been 
satisfied. 

By Monday night the slaughter was in 
full swing, as the Turks continued to hunt 
down their helpless civilian victims in full 
view of the indifferent Allied fleet at an
chor in the harbor. Some of the ships' stem 
decks were loaded with samples of manu
factured goods brought by sales represen
tatives of Allied industries who, together 
with the executives of several ofthese na
tions' petroleum companies, were anxious
ly waiting for the ongoing unpleasantry to 
end so they could go ashore to speak to 
Kemal about doing business. 

Not all ofKemal's troops were engaged 
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Crying/or the masacred. 

in sacking the city. All through Monday 
night and early Tuesday morning, details 
of Turkish soldiers hauled wagon-loads of 
gasoline drums, bombs, gunpowder, and 
kerosene into the Armenian quarter. These 
incendiary items, together with large sacks 
containing dynamite, were placed into de
serted buildings in every part of the sector. 
By sunrise on Tuesday, everything was in 
place and the troops could be released to 
do more enjoyable things. 

It was late Tuesday morning and the 
looting in the Armenian quarter was almost 
completed. There were many dead bodies 
strewn all over the street in front of Sarkis' 
house. He had peeked through the closed 
shutters of a street-side window, and had 
watched in horror as his neighbors were 
being run down like animals and butchered 
in cold blood. He and his family had been 
frightened by the horrible screaming that 
came from their neighbors' homes. Sarkis 
knew that it would soon be his door that 
would be ripped off its hinges, and he was 
starting to have his doubts. It had been 
four days since the killing began and so far 
no Allied troops had landed. 

Now, up in his third floor attic, he and 
Hrant had just finished chopping a hole in 
the roof through which he planned to send 

his family into the attached house of his 
Italian neighbor. They would enter the emp
ty home, whose owner had left Smyrna a 
few days before the Turks came, through a 
roof skylight. There was an Italian flag hang
ing in front and in back of the house, and 
Sarkis believed that they would be safe 
there; it seemed that the Turks were leav
ing the houses of certain nationals alone. 

He still believed his letter would ensure 
their safety, but as a prudent man, he'd de
cided to hedge by confronting the Turks 
with it alone; his family would be safe next 
door all the while. The hole in the attic 
would be hidden by a huge steamer trunk. 
This way, if the worst were to happen, 
Sarkis would be the only victim . If the let
ter worked, he would simply summon his 
family back and all would be well. 

Suddenly they heard the sickening 
sound of wood being splintered as the door 
to Sarkis' house was ripped open. Down
stairs his wife screamed, and he could hear 
his children crying and sobbing loudly. He 
ran quickly down the stairs, followed by 
Hrant, and paused for a second at the head 
of the curved stairway to view the scene 
taking place in his parlor below. 

To be continued in the October issue. 
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Greek Army In Asia Minor: 
The Second Phase, 1920-1922 

I BySTAVROSSTAVRIDIS I 
Lecturer in Modem Greek History, Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology 

Melbourne, Australia 

~e untimely death of young King 
.1 Alexander on October 25, 1920 and 

the unexpected electoral loss of Eleftheri
os Venizelos on November 14, 1920 to the 
Royalists led by Dimitrios Rallis changed 
the military fortunes of Greece in Asia Mi
nor. 

When the Greek people voted over
whelmingly for the return of King Konstan
tine (the father of the deceased young 
monarch) in the December 5 plebiscite, the 
Entente Powers-- Great Britain, France and 
Italy-- term inated their financial support to 
Greece. The Greek Army was now left to 
fend for itself in Asia Minor without the 
financial and moral support of the Allied 
Powers. 

In order to win the confidence of the 
Entente, the Royalist administration was 
determined to continue with the foreign 
policy ofVenizelos and to demonstrate the 
ability of the Greek army in eliminating the 
Turkish Nationalists led by Mustapha Ke
mal (Ataturk). 

With the change of government in Ath
ens, the British General Staff doubted the 
ability ofthe Greek army to hold on to Smyr
na; this would have exposed the Allies at 
Constantinople to a potential Turkish Na
tionalist attack across the lumid Peninsula 
and the Dardanelles. 

For the Allies to strengthen their posi
tion at Constantinople, it would have been 
necessary to raise extra troops at a time of 
domestic economic retrenchment and for 
the Allies not to accept additional military 
commitments. The British General Staff 
suggested to the British cabinet that it made 
generous concessions to Mustapha Ke
mal in order to wean him away from the 
Bolsheviks. They regarded Turkey as a 
natural barrier for containing Bolshevism 
and also in pacifying Muslem unrest in In
dia, Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Palestine. 
The judgement ofthe British General Staff 
on the inability of the Greek army to elimi-
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nate the Kemalists was to be vindicated in 
the long run . 

During February-March 1921, the Allies 
and the protagonists met in London to find 
a peaceful solution to the Near East imbro
glio and to also modify the unratified Trea
ty of Sevres. 

The Greek delegation headed by Prime 
Minister Calogeropoulos told the Allied 
Powers that the Nationalist army was" a 
rable worthy oflittle or no consideration." 
On February 19, 1921 Colonel Sarayiannis, 
the Chief of the Asia Minor staff, told the 
conference that the Greek army could anni
hilate the Kemalists and sweep the coun
try clear within three months. General Gou
rand, the French Commander in Syria and 
Cilicia, did not agree with the Greek descrip
tion of belittling and underestimating the 
fighting quality of the Turkish soldier. Af
ter all, the French army of occupation in 
Cilicia withstood a ferocious Turkish Na
tionalist attack at Marash in February 1920, 
which resulted in the death of some 10,000 
Armenians. 

As the London Conference failed to find 
a peaceful solution, the Greek offensive 
began on March 1921. The Greek army 
advanced on two fronts: the Southern 
group pushed forward from Ushak toward 
Afion Karahissar and the Northern group 
set out from Brusa. The Northern group 
encountered very stiff Turkish resistance 
and by March 31, the Greeks were forced 
to order a general retreat to their lines near 
Brusa. 

In the meantime, the Southern group 
had captured Afion Karahissar on March 
27, 1921. Lacking the troop numbers and 
experiencing transport difficulties, the 
Turks were ordered to tum south with their 
prime objective of cutting the railway line 
between Afion Karahissar and Vshak, in 
order to isolate the southern group. The 
Greeks escaped the Turkish net and re
turned to their base at Ushak. 

From this moment onwards, the Entente 
Powers declared their neutrality in the 
Greek-Turkish war. With this unexpected 
reversal, the Greeks would use April-June 
to reequip, change the leadership and re
organize its army for the major assault on 
Angira, the capital of Nationalist Turkey. 
Colonel Nairne, the British Military Atta
che at Athens, visited Smyrna in early June 
and was impressed by the efficiency, orga
nization and morale ofthe Greek army. In 
July, the Greek army launched its summer 
offensive and had initial success in captur
ing the towns of Eskishehr, Afion Kara
hissar and Kutahia. 

The critical decision to attack Angira 
was made on July 28, 1921 at Kutahia at
tended by General Papoulas, commander
in-chief of the Greek army of Asia Minor, 
Colonel Pallis, Gamaris, Theotokis, King 
Constantine, Dousmanis and Stratigos. 
The politicians, Gounaris, Theotokis, Gen
erals Dousmanis and Stratigos, decided 
that the Greek army should resume the of
fensive and advance on to Angira. Pallis 
and Papoulas expressed doubts over this 
scheme and King Constantine apparently 
offered no views. It is interesting that in 
April Ioannis Metaxas believed victory to 
be impossible and had no confidence in 
continuing the war in Asia Minor. 

On August 14, 1921, the Greek army 
began the long march across the Central 
Anatolian Plateau, experiencing hot days 
and chilly nights. It was not until August 
24 that they came into contact with the 
Turks. 

The shortages of ammunition, food and 
water, bad maps and poor reconnaissance 
coupled with Greek troops falling ill through 
malaria, sunshine or heat exhaustion com
pounded the difficulties faced by the Greek 
anny. 

By September 23 the Greek army had 
retreated to the Afion-Karahissar-Erkishe
hr-Karakeui line. 
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The Greek army had failed to occupy 
Angira and would now be involved in a 
long stalemate. 

Greece would now tum to Great Britain 
to act as a mediator in order to seek a diplo
matic solution to the conflict. At the Paris 
Conference of March 22-26 1922, Lord Cur
zon, the British foreign secretary, applied 
his diplomatic skills in trying to achieve a 
peace settlement to the Greco-Turkish War. 

The Greek government had intimidated 
its acceptance of the armistice but not its 
conditions. On the other hand, Angira had 
not accepted anything and returned eva
sive and defiant answers that were clearly 
designed to delay proceedings. The Turks 
were secretly preparing their army in order 
to launch one final military assault against 
the Greeks. The Greek army would not with
draw from Asia Minor unless firm guaran
tees were given for the protection of Chris
tian minorities from Turkish reprisals. 

A diplomatic solution to the conflict now 
seemed out of question. In late July 1922, 
the Greeks asked the Allies for their per
mission to occupy Constantinople in or-

der to force Kemal's hand. The Greek re
quest was denied by the Allies. Lord Bal
four, the acting British foreign secretary, in 
place of the ill Lord Curzon, thought the 
Greek action to be insane and whereas Sir 
Horace Rumbold, the British High Commis
sioner, thought the "Greeks were 50% bluff
ing and 50% serious." 

The last and successful offensive in the 
Greek-Turkish War was launched by Ke
mal on August 26, 1922. His troops at
tacked on a 30 mile front breaking through 
in sectors of Afion Karahissar and Sarran. 

Kemal's strategy was cutting the Greek 
army at several points, thus preventing its 
re-grouping and leading it to collapse in 
Asia Minor. As the Greeks retreated to
ward the coast of Asia Minor, they asked 
Great Britain to arrange for an armistice. 

Now we pose the important question in 
the Greek-Turkish War: 

Why did the Greek army collapse in Asia 
Minor? 

There are four reasons why this hap
pened: Firstly, the Greeks were surprised 
by the Turkish offensive, as its cavalry 

failed to keep surveillance of the whole 
Turkish front: Secondly, the overstreched 
Greek lines of communications, between 
General Headquarters at Smyrna and the 
front were hazardous, as the Turks could 
cut vital telegraphic and telephone lines; 
Thirdly, the activity of Greek Communist 
officers spreading propaganda undermined 
the morale of the army; and finally, Dakin 
says that "the disaster must be attributed 
to a failure of command and not the lack of 
fighting quality on the part of the Greek 
soldier." 

In conclusion, the British General Staff's 
opinion of the Greek army being unable to 
eliminate Mustapha Kemal was vindicat
ed. They believed that the British Govern
ment had backed the "wrong horse" in the 
conflict. 
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HEAL TH CARE IN GEORGIA 
By CHARLES KANAKIS, M.D. 

T his article may more accurately be entitled "Lack of Health 
Care in Georgia" . With the collapse of the Soviet Union, na

tional health care has been abolished and health care is totally priva
tized. Unfortunately, the economy of Georgia, which was highly de
pendent on a war industry with plants to produce military equipment 
has also collapsed, and the majority of the population cannot afford 
any health care. Separate from this economic issue of lack of access 
is the type of health care that the population aspires to access. 

nursing care. Linens are also brought from home. It should be noted 
that even parenteral medication must be purchased by the family from 
a pharmacy and brought to the hospital. Intravenous tubing and blood 
flIters for transfusions must also be purchased and brought to the 
hospital. Blood banking does not appear to exist and appropriate family 
or friends must be found when blood transfusions are needed. The 
ratio of patients to nurse is 30: I for medical-surgical wards and 6: I in 
intensive care areas. Nurses usually work 12 hour shifts. 

There ' s no shortage of hospital buildings in Georgia, even in re
mote areas. The insides of these hospitals is reminiscent ofthe third 
world rather than that of a highly educated and reasonably sophisti
cated society . Inpatientss in hospitals depend on all medications to be 
purchased by family members and brought to the hospital from out
side. Family members stay with patients and provide simple levels of 

Deliveries of babies seem to very frequently occur at a medical 
facility . Babies are kept with the mothers at all times in some geo
graphical areas ofthe country, while in other areas they are kept sepa
rate from the mothers in nurseries. Most deliveries are vaginal with a 
6-8 % Cesarean section rate. Epidural anesthesia is not used rou
tinely. I ncubators seen at some hospitals were rather antiquated (greater 

AN APPEAL FROM MR. ANDREW A. ATHENS 

On Janu ary 26, 1997, I was in
vited to the Republic ofGeor

gia to take part in the inauguration of 
the supply of water in the mountain re
gion ofTsulka where 28 Hellenic villages 
exist. The water supply was promised to 
the Hellenes over 150 years ago. A foun 
dation supported by the Greek Govern
ment and the private sector financed the 
protect. Can you imagine that these 
Hellenes waited for over 150 years for the 
supply of water'! 

This visit also revealed the tragic situ
ation existing in Georgia . As a result of 
the civil war, the entire infrastructure col
lapsed. In order to secure more details 
on the medical situation of Hellenes, a 
second trip was scheduled during the lat
ter part of April. Dr. Charles Kanakis, 
Director of Medical Affairs and Therese 
Fitzpatrick , R . N. and health care expert, 
accompanied me on this second trip to 
Georgia. 

We held extensive meetings with the 
medical community and visited fellow 
Hellenes in several villages and towns in 
Georgia. It was truly a spiritual experi
ence that involved much sadness, and the 
shedding of many tears. It is hard to de
scribe the exact situation as it exists with 
all of the suffering involved . All the 
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Hellenes in the former Soviet Republics 
are survivors . 

The fact is, over 100,000 Hellenes in the 
Republic of Georgia along with all other 
Georgians are in desperate need of medi
cal care. Abruptly, medical care became 
privatized at the same time that unemploy
ment effectively reached 80 percent. For 
economic reasons, therefore, our brethren 
are unable to access medical care and are 
literally dying at home. The health care 
that they cannot even afford is of very 
marginal quality. 

These Hellenes have started to help 
themselves. Hellenic physicians have vol
unteered their services to their 

people and are the core of a free medi
cal clinic in the capital ofTbilisi. We have 
already raised the $26,000.00 required for 
the 1997 expenses for the Tbilisi clinic but 
this does not include the necessary medi
cal equipment and a motorcar for trans
portation for a medical crew. 

The Hellenic community has developed 
a medical plan to provide at least outpa
tient health care throughout the country, 
but they need economic support to accom
plish this. The proposed annual budget of 
only $374,000 would provide health care 
to over 100,000 of our people. This does 
not include the necessary equipment but 

does include the establishment of II 
medical stations, 43 stations of doctor's 
assistants, II physicians and 43 medical 
nurses. 
We have promised our fellow Hellenes 

that we shall not forget them and that 
we will respond to their vital needs. We 
want our program to work in Georgia 
in the very near future and then we in
tend to establish the same program in the 
other former Soviet Republics where 
Hellenes reside . 
This will be a test for the 7 million 

Hellenes who reside around the world , 
and a test for the Christian principles we 
have been taught. Nobody else will help 
our people. It is up to us to help them. 
Please respond by sending a contribu

tion in the amount of $100 and up to 
$10,000 or more. 
We are returning to Georgia the first 

week of September with the hope that 
we can bring them some good news on 
behalf of Orthodox Hellenes throughout 
the word. 
Your contribution should be sent to the 

SAE World Office located at: 230 N. 
Michigan Avenue, 7th Floor, Chicago, 
Illinois 6060 I, USA. Please make your 
checks payable to "SAE. Medical Relief 
Fund". 
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than twenty years old) and were not operational in most instances. 
Transfer to a tertiary facility in Tbilisi from surrounding areas would 
be needed with an average transfer speed of 15-20 miles per hour 
over roads that are crumbling after years of neglect. Breast-feeding is 
the rule raather than the exception. Family planning is usually dis
cussed before discharge. Hospital staff appears very dedicated to their 
patients. 

The care of acute myocardial infarctions is limited in most outly
ing cities to Aspirin, beta blockers when available, and defibrilla
tion. No thrombolytic therapy has been available for at least two years 
outside ofTbilisi and it is questionable ifit is available everywhere in 
Tbilisi . Coronary artery bypass surgery is performed in Tbilisi, but no 
coronary angioplasty. Peripheral angioplasty was said to be available. 
A visit to a coronary care unit is one of three hospitals in a city of 
100,000 people revealed no cardiac monitors. 

General surgical services are provided. Equipment including sur
gical instruments were quite old and frequently rusted. Surgical lights 
were frequently lightbulbs rather than focus spotlights. Surgical tables 
were stained and of World War 11 vintage. Most operating rooms and 
in fact most rooms were without a heat source. During the very cold 
winters, surgeons operate with coats on below their surgical gowns. 
Surgical instruments are sometimes sterilized with autoclave meth
odology or more frequently by dipping in boiling water. Instruments 
are placed on sterile table covers, not wrapped, and covered with 
stained but presumably sterile covers. Instruments so prepared must 
be used within two days . Since access to a hospital is usually a finan
cial impossibility, only the sickest patients present to the hospital. An 
aggressive and dedicated surgeon who was interviewed did not feel 
laparascopic cholecystectomy would ever be useful for the tpe ofpa
tients that present to him. He is possibly quite right. A number of 
orthopedic surgeons were seen at one suburban hospital. They per
form orthopedic procedures includingjoint replacements when avail
able, but are not equipped to perform arthroscopic procedures. 

Presently. immunizations are provided by the government. This 
has occurred during the last two years. There was a period of time 
when no immunizations were provided by the government, and as a 
result diphtheria has reappeared in Georgia and is considered to be a 
significant and serious health problem. It is doubtful even now that 
very many previously unimmunized people are getting immunized. 
This government program, although being advertised on radio and 
television, is not known by many to whom we spoke. Tuberculosis, 
malaria, and Hepatitis A are also serious health proablems. Water 
supplies frequently come contaminated in Georgia despite adequate 
treatment of water at it's sources, probably related to infrastructure 
neglect. 

Tuberculosis appears to be an illness for which the goverment will 
take responsibility and provide therapy. Psychiatric hospitals also exist 
and apparently the goverment will undertake these expenses. We did 
not have the opportunity to visit any of these faacilities or to speak 
wih a psychiatric to determine the types of patients who qualify for 
this type of treatment. Cancer patients are only eligible for governent 
health care if they are Class [V, i.e. beyond the point of being "cured". 
All other cancer patients are required to seek private health care. 

Outpatient facilities were quite primitive, frequently unheated, 
without hot water, and with electricity being provided by a generator. 
[n many areas of Georgia only two hours a day of electricity is avail
able. This is true even in some parts of the capital city ofTbilisi. 

At one outpatient facility a portable X-ray unit lay disassembled 
in the corner. Lack of film and the inability to afford any appeared to 
be the problem. [fthis unit were reassembled and used, it would be 
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operated in an unshielded environment with film being developed at 
a hospital days later. Of interest is that repair of the equipment ap
pears to be a serious problem. Few technicians capable of repairing 
medical equipment appear to exist. The ones who do exist do not 
appear to have the training that our biomedical technologists have. [f 
these technicians are unable to repair equipment, then the ultimate 
solution is permanent storage. 

The health care workers themselves, especially volunteer staff in 
the Hellenic community, appeared quite dedicated but frustrated with 
so many impediments to their work. At best could be discerrned via 
interpreters, physicians are quite knowledgable and well-trained, but 
limited by the many deficiencies described. 

The title ofthis article could be changed once again to read "Don't 
Let This Happen to Us". For now, appeals going out to many con
cerned communities in the U.S.A. to assist these people in need while 
the Republic of Georgia is rebuilding. [t is hoped that assistance will 
be a short-term project as the economy improves, and a workable 
health care system combining the benefits of free enterprise with com
munity social consciousness emerges. 

Hellenic American 
Political Action Committee 

~ M~;~!;Son ~ 
Clip & Mail 

HAP AC is an independent, non-partisan political action com
mittee founded to encourage greater participation by the 
Greek American community in the electoral process and lobby 
on behalf of the Greek American community on issues of in
terest to Greek Americans. 

HAP AC offers financial and organizational assistance to can
didates or office holders who place the concers of Greek Ameri
cans at a high priority and meet HAPA Cs criteria for candi-

1!!e...:.''£!o.:.! __ - - - - - - - -~ 
Yes, I would like to become a member ofHAPAC. 
Please send my membership credentials and newsletter to: 

NAME: ................................................... ·· .. ·· .. ····· .. ...................... .. 

ADDRESS: ...................................................... · ...... · ...... · .. · .. · .... .. 

CITy: ........................... .. ......... STATE: ............ ZIP: ...... ..... ....... .. 

HOME PHONE: ( ) ............................................................ .. 

OFFICE PHONE:( ) ....... .......................... .............. ....... ...... . 

PLACE OF DUSINESS: ................................................. ........... . 
Please find enclosed my $25.00 annual membership fee. I would like 
my membership fee to be allocated to: (Choose one or both of the 
following) 

o State & Local Candidates 0 Candidates for Federal Office 

823 Eleventh Avenue. New York, NY 10019 
(212) 974-0780 

(Contributions to HAPAC are /lot tax deductible) 
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Greek-Americans in Review 

THALIA ASSURAS TO ADDRESS 
WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 

CBS anchor Thalia Assuras will be the 
keynote speaker at the annual conference 
of the Greek American Women's Network 
(GA WN). The conference, entitled "Cel
ebrating the Wisdom and Achievements of 
Greek American Women, " will be held on 
October 11th at the Hotel Inter-Continental 
in New York City. 

The conference will feature morning and 
afternoon workshops. Scheduled to present 
are: Judge Yorka C. Linakis, retired New 
York State Supreme Court Justice Follow
ing Your Dream: Yolanda Koumidou 
Vlesmas, MSW, psychotherapist Relation
ships: Master Teacher of Spirituality; Bar
bara Hristakis, owner, T.I.M . Management 
Company Starting Your Own Business; 
Aphrodite Clamar, Ph.D., president, Rich
ard Cohen Associates, Public Relations 
Responding to Intuition as Wisdom: 
Penelope Karageorge, author of two nov
els and just-released book of poetry, "Red 
Lipstick and Dark Wine Sea " Finding Your 
Poet's Voice ; Tulia Booth, professional 
artist and photographer Redirecting Your 
Artistic Talents : Helen Papanikolas, author 
and historian from Salt Lake City, will 
present a $1,000 scholarship during the net
working luncheon. 

The Greek American Women's Network 
proudly welcomes the newly-launched 
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Boston Chapter to the conference. Cost of 
the conference, which includes a continen
tal breakfast and luncheon is $60. For more 
information contact GA WN President 
Anastasia Nicholas at 201-944-4127. 

Earlier this year, Ms. Assuras joined CBS 
to co-anchor "OFF TENTH," a live nightly 
program on the Eye On People cable net
work and serve as a correspondent for CBS 
News. 

Ms. Assuras was with ABC News since 
1993, anchoring the popular late night and 
early morning World NelVs NolV and World 
NelVs This Morning broadcasts and serv
ing as a correspondent out of the New York 
bureau. Before joining ABC, she anchored 
Canada s CTY morning news broadcast and 
co hosted CTY's Canada AM Weekend. 
Previously, Ms. Assuras was a reporter and 
anchor for Canwest Global Television, a re
gional network based in Toronto. She is a 
graduate of the University of Western 
Ontario in Canada. 

MAKREDES ADMITTED 
TO DIAMOND SOCIETY 

Leona Makredes, GRI of Coldwell 
Banker Hunneman & Co., has earned mem
bership into the company ' s Diamond Soci
ety, an honor bestowed upon only the top 
10 percent of the more than 55,000 Coldwell 
Banker sales associates throughout North 
America. Robert P. Romanowski, senior vice 
president/regional director of Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate Corporation, recognized 
Ms. Makredes with her award at the comp
any ' s international business conference, 
held recently"in Dallas, TX. 

Being a member of Coldwell Banker's 
Diamond Society is one of the highest hon
ors among our sales associates, said Mr. 
Romanowski. Leona has demonstrated su
perior sales performance and is a credit to 
the Coldwell Banker team. Ms. Makredes' 
professionalism and results in marketing 
residential properties have been recognized 
several times during her more than 12 years 
of real estate experience. She and her hus
band George reside in Arlington, MA, and 
are parishioners of S1. Athanasios Church. 

PRODROMOU NAMED VP 
OF PUBLIC RELA nONS 

Peter Prodromou has been promoted 
to vice president of public relations at CC 
and D Communications in Boston, MA. CC 
and D Communications is an integrated mar-

By Susan K. Klerides 

Peter Prodromoll 

keting communications agency, offering ad
vertising, public relat ions, direct marketing, 
and design services for a wide range of cli
ents. Mr. Prodromou has been director of 
public relations since April 1996. During 
that time, he was instrumental in restructur
ing the agency's public relations services 
into a flourishing communications depart
ment. Since he joined CC and D, the com
pany has more than tripled its public rela
tions account-base, which includes: Clair 
Motors ; Colonial Gas; Creative Financial 
Staffing Services; Eckert, Seamans, Cherin 
& Mellot; the National Bank of Greece, 
Noresco; and Papetti Foods. 

Mr. Prodromou was previously em
ployed with Sharon Merrill Associates. Prior 
to that, he was a manager in the Boston 
Company's Investor Relations Group/Lim
ited Partnership Division. He holds a bach
elor of science degree in public relations 
from Boston University. 

GEORGE TENET SWORN IN 
ASCIACHIEF 

After months of deliberation, the Sen
ate Intelligence Committee confirmed 
George Tenet as director of the Central In
telligence Agency and he was sworn into 
office on July 11th. He is the nation's 18th 
CIA director. "I will deliver intelligence that 
is clear, objective, and does not pull pun
ches," Mr. Tenet said. "To the Congress, 
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George Tenet 

you can expect forthright and candid views 
about our missions, programs, and priori
ties. I will not hold back." Mr. Tenet has 
said that he will press an agenda at the CIA 
that emphasizes the importance of intelli
gence on terrorism, weapons proliferation, 
and drug trafficking. The Senate vote puts 
him in charge not only of the CIA, but also 
of the vast, multi-agency U.S. intelligence 
apparatus that includes spy satellites, 
eavesdropping technology, military orga
nizations, and teams of analysts. 

He has served as acting director of the 
CIA since last December when former di
rector John Deutch vacated the post dur
ing a Clinton administration transition 
shuffle. At 44, Mr. Tenet is the youngest 
director of central intelligence. A 1976 
graduate of Georgetown University with a 
graduate degree from Columbia University, 
Mr. Tenet came to Washington in 1982 as 
legislative assistant to the late Senator John 
Heinz (R-PA). He served on the intelligence 
committee staff from 1985 to 1993, then 
moved to the White House as a deputy of 
Anthony Lake, President Clinton ' s first term 
national security advisor. He was named 
deputy director of central intelligence in 
1995, and remained in that position until his 
recent appointment. 

PAPPAS TO RUN FOR 
COOK COUNTY TREASURER 

Cook County Commissioner Maria 
Pappas announced her candidacy for Cook 
County Treasurer at a press conference 
held recently in Chicago, IL. Promising an 
administration that will restore confidence 
in county government, Commissioner 
Pappas said she will create programs allow
ing real estate taxes to be paid at local banks, 
will make sure all county bank accounts are 

reconciled on a daily basis, and will increase 
interest earned on funds deposited. 

"My office will be accountable to the 
taxpayers for every dollar. Taxpayers expect 
integrity, productivity, efficience, and cour
tesy. That is exactly what they will get from 
my office, she said. Commissioner Pappas 
recently hosted a county information and 
fun fair at her 10th district office. She spoke 
with voters and discussed the issues fac
ing county government, how county gov
ernment functions , what it does for citizens, 
and how it affects the voting public. 

KAPSALIS NAMED CO 
OF MAY INSTITUTE 

Kathleen Bradley Kapsalis of Cam
bridge, MA has been promoted to chief op
erating officer of the May Institute, an award 
winning regional network of over 100 non 
profit behavioral health care, educational, 
and rehabilitation programs. Founded in 
1955, the May Institute provides special
ized services to over 8,000 individuals each 
year with developmental disabilities, brain 
injuries, and mental health concerns. In the 
newly created role, Ms. Kapsalis will over
see the Institute's service programs for 
mental retardation and developmental dis
abilities. S~e will continue to coordinate ini
tiatives in quality improvement, market de
velopment, and communications. 

Ms. Kapsalis joined the May Institute 
in 1993. She has served as vice president 
for administrative services since 1995, after 
being promoted from director of program 
evaluation and quality assurance. She 

We invite you to join the unique family of 

HELLENIC PUBLIC RADIO COSMOS FM 
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brings to her new position more than 16 
years of experience in behavioral health care 
and rehabilitation, including having man
aged a national network of programs. She 
has also directed operations, quality assur
ance, and program development in the 
fields of mental retardation, brain injury, 
and acute medical rehabilitation. 

Ms. Kapsalis earned her master's de
gree in human services management from 
the Heller School at Brandeis University, 
and holds a Certificate of Graduate Studies 
from the McCormick Institute for Public 
Affairs at the University of Massachusetts 
Boston. She chairs the Provider/Profes
sional Alliance of the Massachusets-Brain 
Injury Association. She also serves on the 
education committee of the national Brain 

Injury Association, and was a founding 
member of its Substance Abuse Task Force. 
Ms. Kapsalis frequently speaks at national 
and regional conferences, and has written 
several articles on quality improvement, 
managed care, and other topics. 

P APADATOS IN THE BAHAMAS 
A rchitect Steven Papadatos was in 

Nassau, Bahamas, recently, huddling on a 
mega project when word came to his Man
hattan office that his firm had just copped 
two design awards for his bank projects in 
the Russian capital. One was a first prize for 
Excellence in Design for his Dialog Bank 
headquarters, a complex of 60,000 sq.ft., 
over three floors . The other was a third prize 
for Excellence in Design awarded for a down-

22ND ANNUAL AHEPA GREEK 
WEEKEND IN WILDWOOD 

DEDICATED TO 

AHEPA SCHOLARSHIPS 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 

OCTOBER 3, 4 & 5, 1997 

• LODGING - Two Nights 

• FRIDAY EVENING - Full Hot and Cold 
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Sunday Morning 
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• FABULOUS DINNER - Saturday Evening 
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Convention Hall featuring continuous 
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• ATTEND THE DIVINE LITURGY at 
St. Demetrlos Church 

• FAREWELL LUNCHEON after the Liturgy 

Only $125.00 per person (double occupancy) 
(If reservations received by Sept. 1st) 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY! 
Make check payable to Ahepa Chapter No. 450 and mail to: 

Gust C. Kraras, P.O. Box 553, Wildwood, NJ 08260 
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town Moscow branch of the same bank, 
located near the Red Square. This one was 
designed under the direction of his son, 
architect Peter T. Papadatos. Pictured 
above, Steven Papadatos with a local ar
chitect at a church in Nassau. 

HALV ATZIS APPOINTED 
TO QSAC BOARD 

Paul Halvatzis has been appointed to 
the board of directors of Quality of Life & 
Services for the Autism Community, a 
Queens, NY -based organization dedicated 
to providing services for, and improving the 
quality of life of, individuals with autism 
and their families. Mr. Halvatzis graduated 
from Queens College with a bachelor's de
gree in economics in 1979. A licensed real 
estate broker and residential real estate ap
praiser, he has been working with Century 
21 Amorelli Realty Inc., a family business in 
Astoria, for the past 18 years. 

Mr. Halvatzis resides in Flushing with 
his wife, Eileen, and their three children, 
Christina, Paul , and Nicholas . Said Mr. 
Halvatzis, "When my son Paul, Jr. was di
agnosed with autism in 1994, my wife and I 
turned to QSAC for services and support. 
We have never been let down by this orga
nization. The services are of the highest 
quality, and the commitment of the staff is 
inspiring." He has worked tirelessly as a 
parent volunteer for QSAC, heading sev
eral projects including a school develop
ment committee, and two annual fundraising 
campaigns. Recently, Mr. Halvatzis was hon
ored by Queens Borough President Claire 
Shulman's Task Force on Persons with Dis
abilities for outstanding service to individu
als with disabilities. 

In addition to his long and distinguished 
career of community service to QSAC, Mr. 
Halvatzis presently serves as board mem
ber of the Queens Chapter of the Autism 
Society of America, chairman of the board 
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and a past president of the Astoria/Long 
Island City Kiwanis Club, and board mem
ber of the Astoria Civic Association. 

KIMON ZACHOS RECEIVES 
ALUMNI AWARD 

Attorney Kimon Zachos of Manches
ter, NH recently received the "Distinguished 
Alumnus Award" from the Wesleyan Uni
versity Alumni Association. A member of 
the university's class of 1952, Mr. Zachos 
is a senior member and director of Sheehan, 

Phinney, Bass, and Green, where he prac
tices corporate, banking, and estate plan
ning law. He has been active in the Ford, 
Bush, and Dole campaigns. He served in 
the New Hampshire legislature from 1969 to 
1974, and was deputy speaker of the house 
in 1973. Mr. Zachos has been an officer and 
director ofSt. George Cathedral, New Hamp
shire College, the YMCA, Havenwood Re
tirement Community, and the New Hamp
shire Charitable Foundation. He has also 
devoted 27 years (17 as chair) to the board 
of Manchester' s Currier Gallery of Art. In 
business, his leadership has included di
rectorships of New England Telephone 
NYNEX, Bank oflreland Holding Company, 
First New Hampshire Investment Services, 
Citizens Bank, and Hitchiner Manufactur
ing Company. 

In recognition of his public service, Mr. 
Zachos was named "Man of the Year" by 
the Manchester Chamber of Commerce in 
1985, and was awarded the Distinguished 
Citizens A ward by the Boy Scouts of Ame
rica in 1987. In 1994, he was named "Busi
ness Leader of the Year" by the New Hamp
shire Association of Chamber of Commerce 
Executives. In 1995, his peers voted him the 
"Most Community Minded Attorney in the 
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. George M. Zolotas Square was dedicated recently at his place of business on Walnut Sf. by the City 
of Peabody for his many years of community. civic and philanthropic contributions. Five hundred 
friends and neighbors gathered to pay tribute to Zolotas. His wife. Victoria. and children and 
grandchildren are pictured at the dedication service. (( 'elllu~' Studio, Photo) 

State of New Hampshire," and his church 
presented him with its Diocesan A ward. 

ZOLOT AS MEMORIAL SQUARE 
DEDICATED 

Family and friends of George Zolotas, 
who passed away last December at the age 
of 80 , gathered together recently in 
Peabody, MA to dedicate a memorial square 
in memory of the former hardware store 
owner. For 50 years, George Zolotas' name 
dominated the intersection in front of the 
hardware store he owned and operated on 
Walnut Street. George M. Zolotas Square 
was dedicated at his former place of busi
ness in recognition of Mr. Zolotas many 
years of community, civic, and philanthropic 
contributions. He was active in the affairs 
of the small neighborhood, volunteering 
and contributing regularly to organizations 
like the Lions Club, the Kiwanis Club, and 
the Chamber of Commerce, as well as act
ing as a friend to neighbors in need. 

Councilor-at-Iarge William Toomey 
served as master of ceremonies at the dedi
cation. Speakers included Mayor Peter 
Torigian, who unveiled the dedication 
plaque; Councillor James Moutsoulas, who 
serves as ward councillor for the Zolotas 
family; and guest speaker was life-long 
friend and former congressman Nicholas 
Mavroules . The invocation was given by 
Reverend Harry Providakis of St. Vasilios 
Church, and the benediction by Reverend 
Clifton Thuma of St. John s Church of 
Peabody . 

ALPHA OMEGA TO HONOR 
AMBASSADOR SOTIRHOS 

The Alpha Omega Council, an organiza
tion of leading Greek American 
businesspeople, has chosen former U.S . 
Ambassador to Greece Michael Sotirhos 
as the recipient of its prestigious Lifetime 
Achievement A ward. Ambassador Sotir
hos, the first Greek American to serve as 
Ambassador to Greece, will be honored at a 
banquet to be held on November 8th at the 
Westin Hotel at Copley Place in Boston. 
The selection of Ambassador Sotirhos for 
the Lifetime Achievement A ward reflects 
the Alpha Omega Council's recognition of 
his outstanding achievements both in his 
professional and personal life. "We are ex
tremely pleased to be honoring Ambassa
dor Sotirhos for his exemplary accomplish
ments," said Alpha Omega Council Presi
dent Michael Carakatsane . "The Alpha 
Omega Council works diligently to identify 
someone whose activities merit this kind of 
recognition. We believe Ambassador 
Sotirhos possesses all of the attributes that 
are critical to our selection." 

Ambassador Sotirhos is presently serv
ing in a directorship of the Alexander S. 
Onassis Public Benefit Foundation and on 
the leadership committee of the James A. 
Baker III Institute for Public Policy at Rice 
University. He has served the New York 
Council on Architecture, the National Ad
visory on Small Business, the National 
Council of Voluntary Service, and the Juve
nile Diabetes Foundation. Ambassador So-

GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 



tirhos has also served the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America. 

President Bush appointed him Ambas
sador to Greece in 1989. Prior to that ap
pointment, he was Ambassador to Jamaica. 
The government of Jamaica bestowed the 
prestigious Order of Distinction on Ambas
sador Sotirhos in appreciation of his work 
within the country. A native of New York 
City, Ambassador Sotirhos and his wife, 
Estelle, currently reside in New York City 
and Florida. 

ANEW LAWYER 

George N. Mihalios, was recently admit
ted to the New York State Bar as an Attor
ney at Law. He received his Bachelor of Arts 
in Political Science from Hofstra University 
and received his Doctor of Jirisprudence 
(J .D.) from The City Univerity of New York 
School of Law. George N. Mihalios is cur
rently an associate with the law firm of 
Siochowsky & Siochowsky, Esqs., and is 
currently practicing Real Estate Law. The 
proud parents, Nick and Ekaterini Mihalios 
wish their son all the best of luck in his new 
career as an Attorney at Law. 

DR. VENSON SELECTED 
AS FACULTY SCHOLA,R 

Dr. John N. Venson of Lake Forest, IL, 
associate professor and chair of Scholl Col
lege of Podiatric Medicine's Department of 
Medicine and Surgery, has been invited to 
serve as a faculty scholar for the Harvard 
Macy Institute' s Program for Physician Edu
cators. The institute is part of Harvard Medi
cal School in Boston. Last year, Dr. Venson 
became the first podiatrist selected for the 
Harvard Macy program, which is designed 
to help physicians further develop their 
skills as educators. He was invited to re-
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tum this year to assist 1997 participants in 
developing their individual projects. "I'm 
honored that I was asked to return to the 
program. I plan to share what I learned and 
apply it towards further strengthening our 
own curriculum," Dr. Venson said. 

The program, which accepts 25 physi
cians per year, combines four major themes: 
learning and teaching, curriculum, evalua
tion, and leadership. Its goal is to provide 
physicians with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to take a leadership role in the 
educational programs of their home institu
tions . 

A native of Chicago, Dr. Venson main
tains a practice in the city. He graduated 
from Scholl College in 1976, and has been 
in his present position since 1994. He pre
viously served as educational coordinator 
for Scholl students, and director of the sur
gical residency program at Thorek Hospital 
and Medical Center in Chicago. Dr. Venson 
and his wife are members of Sts. Peter and 
Paul Church in Glenview, IL. 

EUGENIA LEONTIOS NEW 
MUSEUM DIRECTOR 

Bill J. Vranas, president of the Hellenic 
Museum and Cultural Center in Chicago, 
has announced the appointment of Eugenia 
Georgia Leontios as executive director. A 
native of Chicago, Ms. Leontios has shown 
a lifelong commitment to the Orthodox 
Church and Hellenic institutions. She is an 
educator with over 32 years of teaching ex
perience, mostly in the Cicero Public School 
District. Her first involvement with the Hel
lenic Museum has been as the volunteer 
director of the outreach programs to Chi
cago and its suburban children. 

Ms. Leontios holds a bachelor' s degree 
in music education from Indiana University, 
and master s degrees in education and ad
ministration, both from National Lewis Uni
versity. She has proven to be an effective 
leader, serving two terms as president of 
the Greek Women ' s University Club and 
Scholarship Chair of the MacDowell Art
ists Association. Ms. Leontios has been a 
member of the parish council for the As
sumption Church for the past ten years 
where she serves as executive vice presi
dent, editor of the church magazine, and 
vice president of the stewardship commit
tee . 

The Hellenic Museum and Cultural Cen
ter was established in 1981 . Its mission is to 
preserve and protect the unique Hellenic 
culture, conserve and highlight the archi
val collections from the Greek immigrant ex-

perience in this country, and to showcase 
the artistic work of individuals of Hellenic 
descent in the performing, visual , and liter
ary arts . 

Jim Kaulentis, president oflnternational 
Future & Options, received the Leonard 
Schaller Business Award at the 23rd An-

nual Giant A wards Dinner held recently in 
Niles, IL. The awards dinner is sponsored 
by the Ed Kelly Sports Program, Inc. 

Elaine Roupas of Palos Park, IL was re
cently appointed by Illinois Governor Jim 
Edgar to the State Board of Elections. Ms. 
Roupas, who holds a degree in education 
from Northern Illinois University, taught el
ementary grades in the public school sys
tem for seven years, and has been an active 
volunteer as well. She is a parishioner of 
Sts. Constantine and Helen Church in Palos 
Hills, and is a member of its Philoptochos 
Society . 

Attorney Damon Thomas was recently 
admitted to the U.S. Supreme Court in a cer
emony at the Court in Washington, DC. At
torney Thomas, who maintains a practice 
in Haverhill, MA, was sponsored by the 
Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity Interna
tional, of which he is member. 

Christopher V. Pappas of Concord, NH 
was recognized by the Ford Motor Com
pany as one of the top 100 salespersons in 
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the United States at its national banquet 
held recently in Fort Lauderdale, FL. This 
award is part of the National Leaders and 
Legends 300/500 Sales Society. Mr. Pappas 
is employed with John Grappone Ford in 
Concord. 

Phyllis Karas of Marblehead, MA and 
Feroudi Moutsatsos of Santorini have re
ceived a $1 million advance from Putnam 
Publishers for their collaborative book en
titled Jackie and Ari: The Greek Years. Ms. 
Karas is the author of A Life Worth Living, 
Cry Baby, and The Hate Crime. 

Felix Papadakis, has announced the 
opening of his showroom in New York City. 
Featured in the designer ' s collection are 
evening gowns, cocktail dresses, and din
ner suits . 

Michael M. Chioros of Lakeview, IL has 
been elected to a three year term on the 
board of directors of the Union League Club 
of Chicago. Established in 1879, the Union 
League Club is involved with the civic, cul
tural, and business affairs of the city. Mr. 
Chioros is senior vice president of Vranas 
& Associates, Ltd., a development and man
agement company that specializes in multi
family and commercial properties. 

John H. Thodos has been retained to 
design the new St. John the Baptist Greek 
Orthodox Church in Salinas, CA. Mr. 
Thodos is known for his innovative de
signs, and has won several AlA and other 
architectural awards. 

Dan Kourkoumeli, president of Qual
ity Food Centers in Seattle, has been named 
president and CEO of QFC's sister chain, 
Hughes Family Markets, in Southern Cali
fornia. Mr. Kourkoumelis will move to Los 
Angeles to oversee the 57 Hughes stores 
that QFC's holding company, Quality Food, 
Inc., acquired earlier this year. 

Vicki Liviakis, anchor/host of Travel 
Update on the Travel Channel, will be the 
master of ceremonies at the Elios Society's 
Hellenic Charity Ball on October II in San 
Francisco . Entitled Celebrating our Cul
ture, the event will honor Tony Thomo
poulos, CEO of MTM Entertainment; Ann 
Panagulias, renowned soprano opera star; 
and Cory Lerios, musician and composer 
for their achievements in the performing 
arts and the entertainment industry. 

George Anthonyof Portland, OR, has 
been elected to the board of directors of 
the KBPS AM /FM Radio Foundation. 
KBPS FM is the premier 24 hour classical 
music station in the Portland area. 

Tasos Zografos of San Francisco, has 
been elected president of Dodoni, the 
Epirotan Society of Northern California. 
Dodoni is a member of the Panepirotic Fed-

eration of America, Canada, and Australia. 
Also elected were: Theodosis Mezinis, first 
vice president; Michael Pnevmatikos, sec
ond vice president; Chris Christ, secre
tary; Katherine Mezinis, treasurer; Kostas 
Dimoyiannis, member at large. 

Dr. John Papajohn, a psychologist at 
the Harvard Medical School and McLean 
Hospital, was the guest speaker at the New 
England Hellenic Medical and Dental 
Society's annual Papanicolaou Lecture held 
recently at the Maliotis Cultural Center in 
Boston. Dr. Papajohn is in private practice 
and is also the Honorary Consul of the Re
public of Cyprus in Boston. 

Mike Margarites, founder of the 
Koumbaro Club, was honored by friends 
and fellow club members on the occasion 
of his resignation as club president, at a 
testimonial dinner held recently in Hunting
ton Station, NY. Mr. Margarites named three 
successors, George Martakis, George Ca
mas, and George Demetriou. Founded in 
late 1994, the objectives of the Koumbaro 
Club are to recognize and honor outstand
ing people of the Long Island area, to be 
informative and educational, and to help 
support worthwhile projects. 

Dr. John Constantelos has written an 
article entitled Multi Level Lobbying in the 
European Union: A Paired Sectoral Com
parison Across the French Italian Border, 
for a current issue of Frank Cass Journals, 
a leading international academic publica
tion in the humanities and social sciences 
in England. Dr. Constantelos is the son of 
the Rev. Dr. Demetrios and Presvytera Stella 
Constantelos of Linwood, NJ. 

Dr. Mary D. Lekas of East Providence, 
RI was awarded an honorary doctor of sci
ence at the 1997 commencement ceremo
nies of her alma mater, Clark University in 
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Worcester, MA. A 1949 graduate of the uni
versity, Dr. Lekas recently retired after a 30 
year career at Rhode Island Hospital as sur
geon in chief of otolaryngology and as clini
cal professor of surgery at Brown Univer
sity . 

Professor Mary Lefkowitz, Andrew W. 
Mellon Professor in Humanities at 
Wellesley College, MA, addressed the 
Daughters of Penelope Educational 
Foundation's symposium held in conjunc
tion with the recent AHEPA Convention . 
Professor Lefkowitz, author of the highly 
acclaimed Not Out of Africa: Holl' 
Afrocentrism Became an Excllse to Teach 
Myth as History. was honored with the 
Homeric Award at the AHEPA Grand Ban
quet. 

Nicola "Niki" Tsongas has accepted a 
public affairs and fund raising position at 
Middlesex Community College in Lowell, 
MA. An attorney and former instructor at 
Lowell Middlesex Academy, Ms. Tsongas 
will head the college s newly created office 
of institutional advancement. 

John M. Spores was promoted from as
sistant professor of psychology to associ
ate professor of psychological sciences at 
Valparaiso University, IN. Professor Spores, 
who received his Ph.D. in clinical psychol
ogy from Purdue University Counseling and 
Psychological Services Center, is accred
ited by the American Psychological Asso
ciation. He is a licensed psychologist in the 
state of Indiana and an approved health 
service provider in psychology. His BS and 
MS degrees in psychology are from Illinois 
State University. He is currently a student 
at the Valparaiso University School of Law. 

Francis C. Polymeros of Marlboro, MA 
has retired after a-38·year career as an edu
cator. He served the Marlboro School sys
tem for 36 years as a teacher, coach, coun
selor, and school psychologist. The recipi
ent of the Horace Mann Award, Mr. 
Polymeros coached football and baseball, 
taught history, geography, and social stud
ies, and served as guidance counselor/ 
school psychologist at the Marlboro 
Middle School for the past 17 years. 

Catherine Zarbis was promoted to prin
cipal of Public School 19 in Corona, NY, the 
largest elementary school in the United 
States, with an enrollment of nearly 2,700 
students. She was assistant principal at the 
school since 1991. Ms. Zarbis is also choir 
director at St. Nicholas Church in Flushing, 
NY, and was director ofthe choir at the 33rd 
Clergy Laity Congress. 

SEPTEMBER, 1997 

Theodora Satolia is the winner of the as dean of students at St. Demetrios High 
1997 Grace Welsh Prize for Piano. A stu- School in Astoria, NY. He replaces 
dent at The Juilliard School in New York Frederica Sagiani, who served as princi

City, Ms. Satolia won the award for her in
terpretations of Bach, Clemens, Schumann, 
Barber, and Ravel during the competition 
held recently at Dominican University in 
River Forest, IL. She expects to graduate 
from Juilliard with a master s degree in May 
1998. 

Kostas Loukeris has been appointed 
principal of Archbishop Iakovos High 
School and the St. Demetrios Jamaica Day 
School. The appointment was approved by 
the parish council in conjunction with the 
school board of St. Demetrios Church, Ja
maica, NY. Mr. Loukeris most recently served 

pal of the Saint Demetrios Jamaica School 
System since 1990. 

Nikitoula Menounos of Danielson, CT 
was recently chosen Teacher of the Year 
by the teachers at Norwich Regional Voca
tional Technical School. Ms. Menounos has 
been a social studies teacher at the school 
for four years. Previously she was a substi
tute teacher at Ellis Regional Vocational 
Technical School in Danielson . She is a 
member of the Holy Trinity Church and the 
Asteria Chapter 368 of the Daughters of 
Penelope. 

ACADEMIC HONORS 

Nicole C. Dabekis of Chelmsford, MA 
received a Juris Doctor degree with honors 
from Quinnipiac College School of Law in 
Hamden, CT. While at Quinnipiac College, 
Ms. Dabekis was an editor for the Con
necticllt Probate Lall' Journal and clerked 
for a New Haven law firm. She received her 
undergraduate degree from Providence Col
lege in 1994. 

Denise Maratos of Santa Maria, CA 
earned a master's degree in education from 
Harvard University. Fluent in English, 
Greek, italian, and Spanish, Ms. Maratos 
holds an undergraduate degree in language 
studies from the University of California, 
Santa Cruz. 

Stephanie Irene Gagne of Brockton, 
MA received a bachelor of science degree 
in civil engineering from Worcester Poly
technic Institute, MA . She is a member of 
Alpha Gamma Delta and the American So-
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ciety of Civil Engineers . Ms. Gagne is cur
rently employed with the Cigna Corp. in 
Bloomfield, CT, where she is a project man
ager/facilities engineer. 

Tara Katia Marandos of Nashua, NH 
graduated from the University of New 
Hampshire at Durham with a bachelor of 
arts degree in English (teaching) . During 
her senior year, she was on the dean ' s list 
and was employed at Newmarket High 
School as a child specific aide . Ms . 
Marandos plans to attend graduate school 
and teach English at the secondary level. 

Yannis Minadakis, a sophomore at Bos
ton University, has been listed in the 20th 
annual edition of the National Dean 's List, 
/996-9 7. Mr. Minadakis is a computer sci
ence major from Wells, ME. . 

Christina Valhouli is the winner of a 
journalism scholarship from the Overseas 
Press Club for a story she wrote on the 
emerging democracy in Romania. Ms . 
Valhouli, who received her bachelor' s de
gree in journalism from Boston University, 
will use the scholarship award to pursue 
graduate studies in journalism at Columbia 
University in New York City this fall. 

Joyce Anagnos received a Juris Doctor 
degree with honors from Suffolk Univer
sity, MA. She is a 1990 graduate of 
Wellesley College and has a master ' s de
gree in public pol icy from the John F. 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 
University. Ms. Anagnos is a property man
agement administrator for the Right of Way 
Bureau, Massachusetts Highway Depart
ment. 

Anestis John Ghanotakis of Arlington, 
MA recently earned an MBA degree from 
the University of Massachusetts Boston. 

Gloria Zeazeas Timmons of Eugene, 
W A graduated from Northwest Christian 
College with a bachelor s degree in social 
and interdisciplinary studies. 

Gus Mehas received a bachelor's de
gree in systems engineering from Harvey 
Mudd College. Mr. Mehas will attend the 
Thayer School of Engineering at Dartmouth 
College as a graduate research assistant in 
electrical engineering this fall. 

Jason Zydis of Seattle, W A graduated 
from the University of Wash ington with a 
bachelor' s degree in economics. Mr. Zydis 
and his family are members of the Church 
of the Assumption in Seattle. 
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Mary Papoutsy President of the 
Maine Classical Ass'n 

SACO, ME- The Maine Classical As
sociation its spring meeting at Thornton 
Academy in Saco, Maine, elected Mary 
Papoutsy to a two-year post as president 
of the organization, following her success
ful planning and sponsorship of the 
group's annual meeting last fall. An au
thority and teacher in Latin and Classical 
Greek, Mary will again chair this year's 
meeting at The C liff House Resort in 
Ogunquit, Maine. She will bring together 
another group of renowned experts on the 
Classical arts , literature and languages for 
the one-day event titled "Women in An
tiquity." Among them will be speakers from 
Harvard, Dartmouth and Boston Univer
sity, as well as representatives from the 
National Latin Exam Committee. An after
noon performance, "Tales from Homer' s 
Odyssey," by noted actress Ilona Ricardo, 
will cap the day' s activities. 

A lso , Governor Jeanne Shaheen re
cently appointed Mrs . Papoutsy to a three
year term on the New Hampshire Humani
ties Council begining September 9, 1997. 
As a Director, Mrs. Papoutsy will join nearly 
two dozen distinguished residents and 
scholars to oversee and direct 

Mary Papoutsy' s own achievements in 
the field include a presentation to the Brit
ish Classical Association at the University 
of St. Andrews in Scotland. Her advanced 
studies have taken her to the Latin/Greek 
Institute at the City University of New York 

In Memoriam 

Nick M. Nibi, retired New England Di
rector of Housing for the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, died of 
lung cancer August 27 at the Brigham and 
Women's Hospital. He was 68. Mr. Nibi was 
born in Volos, Greece, the fourth child of 
Michael and Zoe (Bellas) Nibi. He grew up 
in New York City. Mr. Nibi graduated from 
New York University with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1952 and from Brooklyn Law 
School with a Bachelor of Laws degree in 
1957. In 1967 he was awarded a Juris Doc
tor degree from Brooklyn Law School. Mr. 
Nibi served with the United States Army in 
the Korean War from 1952 to 1954, when he 
was honorably discharged. He was a mem
ber of the New York State Bar, the Federal 

Graduate Center and to Rutgers Univer
sity. In addition to representing the Maine 
Classical Association at this one-day 
event, she is involved in the Classical As
sociation of New England, the New Hamp
shire Classical Association , the Women's 
Classical Caucus, the American Associa
tion of University Women, the Greek Insti
tute of Boston, and is the chair of the Ad
visory Board of the Professor John C. 
Rouman Classical Lecture Series at the Uni
versity of New Hampshire. 

Bar Association and the American Bar As
sociation. Mr. Nibi was legal counsel for 
Region I (New York) of the Housing and 
Home Finance Agency from 1960 until 1970 
when the Department of Housing and Ur
ban Development established the New En
gland Region. Mr. Nibi then accepted the 
challenge to be the Director of Housing for 
the New England Region. He and his family 
moved to Sherborn, MA , where they re
sided until they moved to Wellesley in 1985. 
He retired in 1993. 

Throughout his long and distinguished 
career, Mr. Nibi was the recipient of many 
honors and awards which he accepted with 
characteristic humility. He authored numer
ous articles for legal journals including The 
Law Forum. He was widely respected for 
his scholarly acumen, for his expertise in 
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