
Prof. Kanellopoulos, founder and President of Southeastern University. 

The American University of Athens 
Offers Programs for American Students 

With less than $10,000 per year, an American student can cover all tuition, room and board, 
including transatlantic travel expenses. Special programs for Greek-American students. 

The following is an interview with Prof. Achilles C. Kanellopoulos, President of 
Southeastern College, the American University in Greece, which offers excellent op-
portunities for Greek-American students to attend one month to one year programs 
on Archaeology-Classics, Philosophy-Fine Arts and on International Politics. The 
University is accredited as a Senior College by the Accrediting Council for Indepen-
dent Colleges and Schools, recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. 

Q: How did the University start it's op-
eration in Greece? 

A: Southeatsern, in affiliation with Bos-
ton University College, accepted its first 
student in 1982, offering Engineering cur-
ricula for the first three years of the 
Bachelor's degree. In 1986, Southeatern 
extended its affiliation with Northeastern 
University of Boston and George Wash-
ington University of Washington DC. 

Southeastern was recognized as an in-
dependent university by the Department of 
Education of the State of Delaware in 
1990. 
Q: Is Southeastern accredited in the 
U.S.A.? 

A: Southeastern has been accredited as 
a senior college by the Accrediting Coun-
cil for Independent Colleges and Schools. 
ACICS, is a national accrediting body rec-
ognized by the Department of Education 
of the United States. 
Q: How many American students are at 
Southeastern'? 

A: Approximately 30% of the student 
body of Southeastern are American citi-
zens. 

However, our Study Abroad Programs 
aim to achieve a student body which will 
comprise more than 50% of American citi-
zens as members. 
Q: Which are the program offerings for 
special interest to American students? 

Our Cover: 
Three of the buildings of the American 
University of Athens. The headquarters, 
top left, are located on 7 Themistokleous 
st., two blocks from Omonia Square. (Tel. 
in U.S.A.: 212 971-9737. In Greece: 
3303006-8). 

A: Our Study Abroad Program consists 
of three different areas of interest. 

1. A Summer, a Semester or an Aca-
demic Year of studies in Archaeology, 
Classics, Philosophy and Fine Arts. 

This program follows the pattern of a 
traditional American Junior Year Abroad. 

Athens, the Ancient capital of Europe, 
not only offers great cultural resources 
from which American students can ben-
efit, but its close proximity to the CIS coun-
tries offers a better understanding of the  

political and economic importance of these 
countries. 

The new oil routes and the development 
of countries in the former Soviet Union 
offer unique opportunities to investors 
from the American Banking Services and 
the Food and Beverage Industry. 

The European Common currency unit, 
the Euro, represents another area of great 
interest and learning experience to an 
American student studying Politics, Eco-
nomics, or Business Administration. 
American students majoring in whichever 
course, can take Social Science electives 
in Politics or Economics and can choose 
General Education electives in the Hu-
manities such as Archaeology, Philoso-
phy, Fine Arts, Social Science History 
from the Neolithic to the Byzantine period 
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In comparison to other European capi-
tals such as Rome, Paris. or London, Ath-
ens is unique from an archaeological, 
philosophical and historical point of view. 

George R. Stephanopoulos 
Senior Advisor to the President 

for Policy and Strategy 

An undergraduate student of Archaelogy 
is offered a unique opportunity by partici-
pating in the UYA program. 

2. A Summer, a Semester, an Academic 

Year in Athens in International Politics and 
Economics 

American students have a unique op-
portunity of taking courses in Political 
Science, Economics and International 
Trade & Business Administration in top-
ics related to the European Union, Eastern 
Europe, Russia and the CIS countries. 

The HCEP program is the Hellenic 
Cultural and Educational Program, pre-
pared for Americans of Greek origin or 
Americans who appreciate the Hellenic 
Cultural heritage. 

This is an academic program combin-
ing Liberal Arts electives (Humanities, 
Social Science and English Language), i.e. 
the General Education Requirements as is 
customarily offered at all American uni-
versities, with certain courses in Business 
Administration, Engineering, Natural Sci-
ences as well as Humanities, Fine Arts and 
Social Science. 

Business Administration electives are 
offered in Shipping Management, Interna-
tional Finance, Hotel Management, Mari-
time Law, Biology, Biochemistry, Chem-
istry and in Mechanical Engineering. 

Whatever the concentration course of 

The following is a letter from Mr. George Stephanopoulos, former Senior Advisor to the 
President, read at the 1995 graduation ceremony by the Vice President of the Executive 
Boarad of the University Mr. G. Panichas. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Dear Graduates, 

Congratulations on your graduation from the College of Southeastern Europe. I would like to add my 
voice to those of your fellow students, colleagues, families and friends who are already congratulating 
you for your academic accomplishments and who are wishing you well in your future endeavors. 

The countries and cultures in which we share a mutual interest, Greece and the United States , both 
have a history of focusing on and appreciating greatly the value of education. Education at the feet of 
Aristotle and Plato was the centerpiece of Greece, during its Golden Age when it created so many of 
the elements of our world's civilization. Its importance in Greece continues today. 

Education in America has played an integral role in the formation of our nation as the world's only 
remaining superpower. The extraordinary number of colleges and Universities today continue to dis-
tinguish our country among the nations of the world. 

A world full of opportunities and perils lies before each of your as you leave the setting of the College 
of Southeastern Europe. I hope you have the best of luck in whichever direction you choose to go. 

I wish you success and Godspeed in whatever activity you may select. 

Sincerely, 

8 
	 GREEK•AMERICAN REVIEW 



Graduation at the Southeastern University. 

American students, a variety of courses 
are offered for a full academic year, a se-
mester, two semesters. one four-week win-
ter session and two four week summer ses-
sions. 
Q: What residential facilities are offered 
to American students participating in the 
UYA or SAP programs? 

A: The students are offered the oppor-
tunity to choose one of the following: 

1. Furnished appartments in Athens 
2. Small residence centers operating in 

small hotels in the Athens downtown area. 
3. Small residence centers in Kifissia 

which is 10 miles north of Athens, and is a 
beautiful residential suburb. Students may 
commute from Athens to Kifissia by way 
of the Athens subway, a ride of 25 min-
utes for less than 50c. 

Q: What are the benefits of the South-
eastern UYA and SAP programs in com-
parison to other similar programs offered 
by various American universities in other 
European capitals such as Rome and Paris? 

A: 1. The wide spectrum of the period 
offered in Archaeology, Philosophy is the 
first asset of an UYA-SAP program from 
preclassical, classical Roman and the Byz-
antine period. 

2. Students have the opportunity of 
studying, living together and interrelating 
with Greek and other European students 
at Southeastern. 

3. Students have the opportunity of a 
Holiday in sunny Greece and are able to 
visit Myconos, Corfu, Rhodes and 
Santorini. 

4. The extremely competitive costs of 
tuition, room and board as well travel ex-
penses. Tuition at Southeastern is only 
$4500 per academic year for 30 credits, or 
$2250 per academic semester, or $582 per 
three credit courses. The monthly room 
and board expense is $500, while a round 
trip from Boston to Athens costs no more 
than $550 by Virgin Airlines or Olympic 
Airways, and $750 from the West Coast 
by Virgin airlines. 

Thus with an annual budget of less than 
$10.000, an American student can cover 
all tuition, room and board as well as trans-
atlantic travel expenses. 
Q: What are the university facilities like 
at Southeastern? 

A: Southeastern has two campuses, one 
in downtown Athens and one in suburban 
Kifissia, 10 miles north of central Athens. 

The college library contains 33000 vol-
umes and has access to data banks and 
electronic retrieval facilities which are able 
to deliver the full text of any article from 
American or British journals and periodi-
cals at a low cost, in less than one minute. 

In Europe, Southeastern is a pioneer in 
innovative methods of education and train- 

The Trademark of the College of 
Southeastern Europe (USA. Inc.) 

ing by participating in programs such as 
the Leonardo da Vinci program, financed 
by the European Union; it offers excellent 
distance learning, computer communica-
tion and multimedia facilities at its excel-
lent Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Bio-
chemistry, Electronics and Multimedia 
laboratories. 

Southeastern's Kifissia campus offers 
excellent studios for Painting, Sculpture 
and Photography. 
Q: What kind of college life does South-
eastern offer? Are there any sports and 
recreational activities? 

A: Southeastern is proud of its full and 
diverse college life. Basketball Soccer, 
Sailing, Mountain Climbing and Track and 
Field are among the sports activities en-
joyed by students at Southeastern. The 
Drama students are very active and present 
two major productions every year. These 
are coupled with musical activities at 
Southeastern. 

The Student Representative Council 
(SRC), and the Alunmi Association orga-
nize parties and excursions, including the 
traditional 6-day excursion to Mykonos 
and 4-day trip to the Azores. 

Athens, the ancient capital of Europe, 
offers many interesting musical concerts 
and ballets at the Athens Music Hall 
throughout the year. The highlight of the 
cultural program is the internationally re-
nowned Athens Festival held at the Herod 
Atticus Theater. Cosmopolitan Athens has 
70 different stage shows and at least 4000 
restaurants, bars and night clubs. 
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FIFTY YEARS AGO 

The Birth of the Marshall Plan 
How the United States helped to rebuilt Europe 
and deter Communism right after World War II 

EXCERPTS FROM THE BOOK "PRESENT AT THE CREATION" BY DEAN ACHESON 

IT WILL BE RECALLED that when the State, War, and 
Navy departments were preparing material for the President on 
Greece and Turkey, General Eisenhower had suggested that the 
request to Congress should include funds for other countries 
resisting Communist penetration. We had feared that enlarging 
the proposal would complicate and delay it. Other needs were 
great, but the collapse of Greece, unless aid came, was only 
weeks away. By March 5, however, it was plain that we should 
get work started in the three departments on the suggestion and 
be ready to propose a much larger program in Europe as soon 
as we knew the facts. Accordingly I wrote the two service sec-
retaries saying that Assistant Secretary of State Hilldring, the 
chairman of the State, War, and Navy Coordinating Commit-
tee, would get that group to work on the problem with the aid 
of Treasury, and urging the Secretaries to prod their people on. 
This they did. The work of the three departments would be put 
together by Colonel William A. Eddy, Chief of Research and 
Intelligence in State, Brigadier General George A. (Abe) Lin-
coln for War, and Rear Admiral E. T. Wooldridge, for Navy. 
They worked fast. 

On the day these letters were written my colleague Will 
Clayton, ill and on a plane to Tucson for a short rest before 
going to Europe, penned an urgent memorandum on the same 
subject. He was deeply disturbed, he wrote, by the world situa-
tion and its implications for our country. Only immediate as-
sertion of leadership by the United States could prevent war in 
the next decade. In every nation in the eastern hemisphere, and 
in some in the western, systematic campaigns were going on to 
destroy national integrity and independence. "Feeding on hun-
ger, economic misery and frustration," he wrote, "these attacks 
have already been successful in some of the liberated coun-
tries." Prompt and effective aid for gravely threatened coun-
tries was essential to our own security. The President and the 
Secretary of State must shock the country into a realization of 
its peril by telling it the facts which daily poured in through our 
cables. He advocated a Council of National Defense of leading 
Cabinet officers and members of Congress and an emergency 
fund of five billion dollars. 

In the interstices between appearances on Capitol Hill, meet-
ings with the President, innumerable problems of organization, 
personnel, moving, and current work, I encouraged and harassed 
those assembling the facts. General Marshall would want these 
in intelligible form to know in detail the nature, location, and 
of the evil to be cured. His cables showed full awareness of 

A portrait of General George C. Marshall, at the National Portrait 
Gallery in Washington, D.C. He became Secretary of State in 1947. 

dangers, both in Moscow and in Europe, and little hope of any 
desire in Moscow to cooperate in alleviating them. 

Speech in Mississippi 

At this point the President intervened to stimulate my per-
sonal involvement in the larger crisis. On April 7 he said he 
was going to ask a favor of me, one he especially hoped that I 
could grant. Some time ago he had promised two warm friends, 
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Wynne, of Greenville, Mississippi, 
that he would speak at a meeting of the Delta Council to be 
held at the Delta State Teachers College at the neighboring town 
of Cleveland on May 8. The afternoon before he was to attend 
a gala reception in Greenville. It was a longstanding date; the 
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Wynnes had gone to a great deal of trouble and had their hearts 
set on the occasion, and they had been devastated on learning 
that he contemplated asking to be excused. However, the fatal 
illness of Senator Theodore (The Man) Bilbo of Mississippi 
and the bitter fight that had broken out over the succession would 
make the President's presence in the state a serious embarrass-
ment to him. The Wynnes had agreed to forgive him if he would 
provide me (in the absence of General Marshall) to make an 
"important foreign policy" speech. 

Of course I agreed, and added that I had in mind a speech 
which very much needed to be made, but which must be very 
carefully considered. We could not afford a false start. The Presi-
dent had been kept in touch with the increasingly gloomy pros-
pects in Europe and in Moscow as seen by the Secretary of 
State. He knew Will Clayton's views and the work on which I 
had started the State, War, and Navy committee. We could no 
longer postpone attention to this situation. Even if Congress 
passed the three-hundred-fifty-million-dollar relief bill, it would 
be pitifully inadequate. By the end of the fiscal year we would 
have no funds for Europe except for Greece and Turkey. Events 
were outrunning preparation. What I wanted to do was not to 
put forward a solution or a plan, but to state the problem and 
the facts. To do this would, as Clayton had pointed out, shock 
the country—and both the Administration and the Congress—
into facing a growing crisis. Did the President agree to this be-
ing done? To my doing it? I was an eager volunteer and the 
time was short. If the Delta Council wanted an "important for-
eign policy" speech, here was one. 

The President's answer to both questions was yes. But I re-
membered Henry Wallace and thought that between agreement 
and delivery of the speech there should be more talks with Presi-
dent and Secretary. However, galloping events and the attitudes 
of General Marshall and Will Clayton, when they both returned 
from Europe, eliminated any doubt that the shocking problem 
should be presented as soon as we could be ready. Joseph Jones 
and Francis Russel were deputized to start on the speech, which 
I outlined to them, with authority to commandeer help from 
anyone working on the problem. The committees were well 
along with their tasks when General Marshall got back from 
Moscow on April 28. Both the State Department group and the 
State-War-Navy group had filed reports—the latter ninety-three 
pages long—bristling with grisly facts. The General brought 
his own cargo of bad news. He could report no progress in his 
discussions with the Soviet Union. As for Europe, he reported 
to the country over the radio: 

...We were faced with immediate issues which vitally con-
cerned the impoverished and suffering people of Europe who 
arc crying for help, for coal, for food, and for most of the ne-
cessities of life, and the majority of whom are bitterly disposed 
towards the Germany that brought about this disastrous situa-
tion.... 

...The recovery of Europe has been far slower than had been 
expected. Disintegrating forces are becoming evident. The pa-
tient is sinking while the doctors deliberate ...action cannot await 
compromise through exhaustion. 

He immediately put the Policy Planning Staff to work on 
suggestions for a plan of action to deal with facts already known. 

It accomplished little more than reiteration that the crisis was 
immediate and desperate and called urgently for action. Not 
until a month later, when Clayton returned from Europe with a 
memorandum written on the plane, did a concrete outline for 
the Marshall Plan emerge. 

Meanwhile my own speech, a speech to state the problem—
"the prologue to the Marshall Plan," as the President was to call 
it—took form. On April 23 a first draft was produced. On May 
1 my helpers came with me to an off-the record luncheon with 
a group of League of Women Voters officers, where I gave it a 
"preliminary canter" to see how it would go. We thought it 
sound. It was finished on the sixth. 

The Mississippi Valley south of Vicksburg contains one of 
the most lush and prosperous agricultural areas in the South. A 
drive through it showed me dairy cattle standing knee-deep in 
rich pastures and new strains of beef cattle adapted to hot 
weather; fields set aside for new crops to provide an escape 
from one-crop cotton culture; picturesque but ramshackle shan-
ties giving way to neat, well-fenced farms and painted houses. 
This area is called the Delta. Once a year the Delta Council 
meets on the tree-shaded lawn of the Teachers College at Cleve-
land, bringing families and relatives with them to discuss their 
own area's interests and problems and to hear about the great 
world to which historically their products have gone. Those 
most immediately concerned listen to the speaker in the large 
gymnasium of the college. His words are carried to many more 
thousands on the surrounding lawn while they eat sandwiches, 
drink pop, and keep an eye on sleeping children. The scene is 
an easygoing, good-natured, shirt-sleeved, thoroughly Ameri-
can one—a far cry from the conventional setting for 
striped-pants diplomatic utterances; but the people in the gym-
nasium are serious. 

Before leaving Washington, I had had luncheon, as I often 
did, with three British newsmen, Leonard Miall of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, Malcolm Muggeridge of the Daily 
Telegraph, and Rene MacColl of the Daily Express, and ex-
plained to them, off the record, what I was doing, why I was 
doing it, and under what authority. Europe was beginning to 
wonder whether the military and political aspects of the struggle 
in southeast Europe had blinded the United States to the immi-
nent collapse of Western Europe. It was of the greatest impor-
tance that European opinion, distracted by Henry Wallace's 
campaign, should be set right about this, and there was no bet-
ter place to begin than London. Also, I was under no illusion as 
to the impact of an Under Secretary's remarks upon the Ameri-
can press and public. It would do no harm if whatever direct 
effect the speech might have could be reinforced by a returning 
wave of comments from abroad. 

The speech can be summarized as follows: 
Europe and Asia were in a state of utter exhaustion and eco-

nomic dislocation, resulting from (1) "planned, scientific de-
struction ...carried out by both sides during the war"; (2) the 
fact that Germany and Japan, two of the greatest workshops of 
Europe and Asia, had not yet begun the process of reconstruc-
tion; and (3) the unprecedented natural disasters of the last two 
terrible winters. 

The result had been that the world needed and should re- 
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ceive in 1947 exports from the United States—the only source—
of sixteen billion dollars (four times our prewar exports), and 
could find imports to the United States with which to pay for 
them of only half that sum. The deficit would be made up by 
loans and grants from us and the remaining financial reserves 
of the stricken countries, leaving them bankrupt and hopeless. 
These means of meeting the deficit, after the current year, would 
no longer be available. We should therefore increase imports 
as much as possible to close the gap and find new methods of 
financing it. 

In thinking about how to go about this, the speech contin-
ued, we must be acutely conscious of other facts of life. We 
could not greatly increase exports, since goods were urgently 
needed at home, too. Therefore we must export selectively to 
areas of special concern to us and our purposes. 

Our objective was not relief, but to revive agriculture, in-
dustry, and trade so that stricken countries might be 
self-supporting. The countries of our immediate concern were 
those of the free world. The free areas of Europe and Asia could 
not function vigorously and healthily unless Germany and Ja-
pan could play a strong, productive role. General Marshall had 
concluded after weeks in Moscow that European recovery could 
not await "compromise through exhaustion" and must proceed 
without four-power agreement. 

The conclusion, I said, was inescapable: new financing was 
needed from Congress in amounts and through methods be-
yond existing authorizations, and new powers also to allocate 
commodities and such services as shipping which might be in 
short supply. Finally, time was running out: 

Not only do human beings and nations exist in narrow eco-
nomic margins, but also human dignity, human freedom, and 
democratic institutions. 

It is one of the principal aims of our foreign policy today to 
use our economic and financial resources to widen these mar-
gins. It is necessary if we are to preserve our own freedoms and 
our own democratic institutions. It is necessary for our national 
security. And it is our duty and our privilege as human beings. 

I did not think at the time that my trumpet note from Cleve-
land, Mississippi, was the call to arms that would start the Ameri-
can people on one of the greatest and most honorable adven-
tures in history. General Marshall sounded that a month later in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Perhaps it is not too much to say 
that it was reveille, which awoke them to the duties of that day 
of decision. At any rate the trumpet did not give an uncertain 
sound. On both sides of the Atlantic it stimulated a good deal of 
discussion, most of it encouraging to those preparing themselves 
for the battle. In one mind, however, it stirred disquiet. I had 
been discreet and vague about total amounts of money involved. 
Inferences could be drawn, but amounts, duration, and specific 
areas had purposefully been left undefined. Others, however, 
had not been so reticent. Henry Wallace, Harold Stassen, and, 
nearer to home, Ben Cohen, in a speech in San Francisco, men-
tioned large amounts. This disquieted Arthur Vandenberg, who 
communicated his worries to General Marshall. The General 
invited him and me to a quiet and very private talk in the seclu-
sion of Blair House, across Pennsylvania Avenue from Old State. 
There, away from inquiring reports, telephones, and efficient 
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This French handbill publicizes the new Europe that would grow out 
of the ruins of war, nurtured by the Marshall Plan. United States aid 
totaled more than $13 billion. 

secretaries, we had a long and useful talk. 
Vanderberg began, as he had with UNRRA and the Greek-

Turkish proposal, by viewing with alarm. What were we up to? 
Where was all this to end, with even Alben Barkley talking 
about opening the Treasury to every country in the world? Gen-
eral Marshall let him run on for a few minutes to reduce his 
steam pressure, and then told the Senator that the Administra-
tion had no intention of asking any further appropriation at the 
present session of Congress. If he had to change his mind, it 
would be only a small amount to carry over until the next ses-
sion. Vandenberg visibly relaxed. The General went on to say 
that we wanted, in the meantime, to share our researches and 
our problem with congressional leaders and later with public 
groups. The situation called for wide national agreement on 
one of the greatest problems our people had ever faced. Now as 
never before national unity depended upon a truly nonpartisan 
policy in the year of a presidential election. Who would carry 
out an agreed policy no one was bold enough to predict—
Vandenberg still had hopes that he might be the man. The secu-
rity of the country itself was the supreme consideration. At the 
end of the meeting conversion had been accomplished and a 
search for the Vandenberg brand had begun. It was to turn up 
about a month later. 

I shall not attempt to trace the genesis of the Harvard speech. 
It has been well done by Joseph Jones and will be further stud- 

13 



ied in Forrest Pogue's admirable biography of General Marshall. 
A few recollections will suffice. 

Clayton's Second Memorandum 

The first of these concerns the powerful effect of a second 
memorandum of my colleague, Will Clayton, written on his 
flight home from Geneva, upon General Marshall's thinking 
and the framing of 	his proposal. The memorandum came 
to me on May 27 and went on at once to the General. Clayton 
began by stating what has been one of the main themes of this 
book: "It is now obvious that we have grossly underestimated 
the destruction to the economy by the war." We could see the 
physical destruction but the effect of vast economic disruption 
and political, social, and psychological destruction from five 
years of Hitler's remaking of Europe into a war machine com-
pletely escaped us. 

Europe was steadily deteriorating, the memorandum contin-
ued. "The political situation reflects the economic. Millions of 
people in the cities are slowly starving." French grain acreage 
was twenty-five per cent under prewar and grain was fed to 
cattle. The peasant had nothing to buy with the deteriorating 
currency. The current annual balance-of-payments deficit of 
four areas alone—the United Kingdom, France, Italy, and the 
U.S.-U.K. zones of Germany—was five billion dollars for this 
subminimum standard of living. 

To survive, Clayton wrote, Europe must have two and a half 
billion dollars annually of coal, bread grains, and shipping ser-
vices until her own shipping and production should be rebuilt. 
Further study was unnecessary. The facts were well known. 
The problem was to organize our fiscal services and our own 
consumption so that enough could be made available out of our 
own vast production. This should be paid for out of taxes and 
"not by addition to debt." 

According to the memorandum, Europe should have from 
us a grant of "6 or 7 billion dollars worth of goods a year for 
three years . . . principally of coal, food, cotton, tobacco, ship-
ping services," largely in surplus. With this help, the Interna-
tional Bank should enable European reconstruction to get un-
der way. (This calculation of the role of the Bank and Fund and 
the composition of the aid turned out to be unrealistic and erro-
neous. ) 

The three-year grant should be "based on a European plan 
which the principal European nations, headed by the UK, France 
and Italy, should work out." (Clayton also recommended a Eu-
ropean economic federation in which he was nearly a decade 
ahead of the Treaty of Rome.) 

Other nations might help with surplus food and raw materi-
als, Clayton concluded, "but we must avoid getting into an-
other UNRRA. The United States must run this show." 

When Clayton sent this memorandum to me, he asked that a 
meeting be arranged to discuss it with the General. This I did 
for the next day, giving him the memorandum to read. Mean-
while Kennan's study, requested by General Marshall, had come 
in. It was more cautious than Clayton's, dwelling more on diffi-
culties and dangers—which were certainly there—than on the 
imperative need for action. It agreed that European countries  

must produce a plan for recovery but pointed out how difficult 
a task this would be with the Soviet Union in its present mood. 
When we met on May 28 we had both papers before us. 

Will Clayton was one of the most powerful and persuasive 
advocates to whom I have listened. Both qualities came from 
his command of the subject and the depth of his conviction. 
What he said at the meeting added to his paper principally cor-
roborative detail to illustrate the headlong disintegration of the 
highly complex industrial society of Europe, through the break- 
down of interrelations between the industrial cities and the 
food-producing countryside. Millions of people would soon die, 
creating a chaos of bloodshed and disorder in doing so. To or-
ganize the great effort needed to prevent this disaster would 
take time, but it had to begin here and now. Surely the plan 
should be a European plan come—or, at any rate, appear to 
come—from Europe. But the United States must run the show. 
And it must start running it now. 

On this main point there was no debate. It would be folly, 
the General said, "to sit back and do nothing." His principal 
concern was whether any proposal we might make should be 
addressed to all Europe or to Western Europe only. We were 
agreed—Clayton Cohen, Kenian, Bohlen, and myself—that the 
United States should not assume the responsibilty of dividing 
Europe. I pointed out that Russian obstruction in developing a 
European plan could be overcome by not requiring her agree- 
ment; what might be fatal to congressional support would be 
Russian support and demands, as Henry Wallace had been ad-
vocating, of up to fifty per cent of the benefits. Kennan sug- 
gested that we might blandly treat the Soviet Union as, like 
ourselves, a donor of raw materials. The matter was left incon-
clusive. The General cautioned sternly against leaks. A hint of 
a new request for vast funds would cause immediate and ad-
verse action; the manner of the first approach must be carefully 
considered. As one looks back on it, he left us with very little to 
leak. 

His concern about congressional reaction was borne out a 
few hours later. Leslie Biffle, Secretary to the Minority, had 
invited me to lunch in his office with about a dozen senators. 
The talk there, as my memorandum to General Marshall re-
ported convinced me that some discussion with Congress in the 
near future was a necessity. With Brien McMahon of Connecti- 
cut taking the lead, they insisted that they should be told what 
the Administration had in mind, or, al least, what the problem 
was as we saw it. If we attempted to confront them with a fait 
accompli, they would refuse to vote grants or credits. I was 
urged to talk to the policy committee of the Democratic minor- 
ity—which would have been a fatal mistake. 1 was convinced 
that the General should begin talks very soon about the great 
seriousness of the problems and, later on, make a speech about 
them, before suggesting any solutions. 

General Marshall's 
Harvard Speech 

The next day he mentioned to me a Harvard invitation to 
receive an honorary degree, which had been pending for a long 
time, said he would probably be asked to make a short speech, 
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and asked whether this would be a good time to say something 
about Europe. I advised against it on the ground that commence-
ment speeches were a ritual to be endured without hearing. 
Undeterred, he accepted the invitation and agreed to speak. 
Bohlen was asked to draft something from the Kennan and 
Clayton memoranda. A few days later Clayton and I saw the 
draft, contributed our own suggestions, and heard no more. The 
most difficult portions of the speech were, obviously, to whom 
should the proposal be addressed and what should the proposal 
be. Whether the General discussed the speech with the Presi-
dent and, if so, what they said, I do not know. It is hard to 
believe that they did not discuss it. It will also surprise many 
that the Secretary of State went off to deliver so momentous a 
speech with an incomplete text and never informed the Depart-
ment of its final form. I had to pry it out of Colonel Marshall 
Carter at almost the last moment over the telephone. We had 
the release ready not too long before General Marshall began 
to speak at midafternoon on June 5, but he knew that the atten-
tion paid to what he would say that day would not be affected 
by the techniques of publicity. 

The speech was short, simple, and altogether brilliant in its 
statement of a purpose and a proposal adapted to the necessi-
ties of his position. A little more than half of the speech, just 
over a printed page, set forth the condition of Europe and the 
causes for it. This came straight from the two Clayton memo-
randa. 

The statement of purpose was designed to win over the crit-
ics of the Truman Doctrine both at home and abroad, who dep-
recated its stress on the confrontation with the Soviet Union 
strategically and ideologically. Yet it did this without leaving 
doubt that along with real understanding of the problem went 
determined will to resolve it. Three notes composed this chord: 

1. Our policy directed not against any country or doctrine 
but against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos. Its pur-
pose should be the revival of a working economy in the world 
so as to permit the emergence of political and social conditions 
in which free institutions can exist. 

2. Such assistance, I am convinced, must not be on a piece-
meal basis as various crises develop. Any assistance that this 
Government may render in the future should provide a cure 
rather than a mere palliative. 

3. Any government that is willing to assist in the task of 
recovery will find full cooperation, I am sure, on the part of the 
United States Government. Any government which maneuvers 
to block the recovery of other countries cannot expect help from 
us. Furthermore, governments, political parties, or groups which 
seek to perpecuate human misery in order to profit therefrom 
politically or otherwise will encounter the opposition of the 
United States. 

If General Marshall believed, which I am sure he did not, 
that the American people would be moved to so great an effort 
as he contemplated by as Platonic a purpose as combating "hun-
ger, poverty, desperation, and chaos," he was mistaken. But he 
was wholly right in stating this as the American governmental 
purpose. I have probably made as many speeches and answered 
as many questions about the Marshall Plan as any man alive, 
except possibly Paul Hoffman, and what citizens and the repre- 

sentatives in Congress alike always wanted to learn in the last 
analysis was how Marshall aid operated to block the extension 
of Soviet power and the acceptance of Communist economic 
and political organization and alignment. Columnists and com-
mentators might play with bloodless words and conceptions like 
projectors of silent moving pictures, but the bulk of their fel-
low citizens were unimpressed. 

It was in the formulation of the "proposal" that the genius of 
General Marshall's statement stands out. It comprised six sen-
tences, only one of which concerned what this country might 
do: 

It is already evident that, before the United States Govern-
ment can proceed much further in its efforts to alleviate the 
situation and help start the European world on its way to recov-
ery, there must be some agreement among the countries of Eu-
rope as to the requirements of the situation and the part those 
countries themselves will take in order to give proper effect to 
whatever action might be undertaken by this Government. 

It would be neither fitting nor efficacious for this Govern-
ment to undertake to draw up unilaterally a program designed 
to place Europe on its feet economically. 

This is the business of the Europeans. 
The initiative, I think, must come from Europe. 
The program should be a joint one, agreed to by a number 

of, if not all, European nations. 
The role of this country should consist of friendly aid in the 

drafting of a European program and of later support of such a 
program so far as it may be practical for us to do so. 

Surely no sensible man could object to a suggestion that if 
the Europeans, all or some of them, could get together on a 
plan of what was needed to get them out of the dreadful situa-
tion depicted and how they proposed to go about it, we would 
take a look at their plan and see what aid we might practically 
give. However, it was more than possible that an imaginative 
European could go far with such a start. I made sure that at least 
one should be given his chance. Getting hold of my British 
friends, Miall, MacColl, and Muggeridge, with whom a month 
before I had discussed the purpose of my Delta Council speech, 
I explained the full import of the Harvard one, asking that they 
cable or telephone the full text and have their editors send a 
copy to Ernest Bevin with my estimate of its importance. This 
they did while Miall broadcast the story to Britain from Wash-
ington. 

Bevin was quick to seize the opportunity that General 
Marshall had offered him. Some years later Bevin told me that 
after reading the speech William Strang, then Permanent Un-
der Secretary of the Foreign Office, suggested inquiring through 
the British Embassy in Washington what specifically the Sec-
retary of State had in mind. Mr. Bevin vetoed the suggestion. 
He would not, he said, pry into what General Marshall was think-
ing about; what he had said was good enough for Bevin. He got 
in touch at once with Georges Bidault, Foreign Minister of 
France. In two weeks' time they met with Molotov in Paris to 
discuss how Europeans might devise a European recovery plan, 
its requirements, and the parts they would play in it. The tripar-
tite aspect of the talks soon blew up. I have described the scene 
as Bevin told it to me: "It seems that Molotov has a bump on his 
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forehead which swells when he is under 
emotional strain. The matter was being 
debated and Molotov had raised relatively 
minor questions or objections at various 
points, when a telegram was handed to 
him. He turned pale and the bump on his 
forehead swelled. After that, his attitude 
changed and he became much more 
harsh.... I suspect that Molotov must have 
thought that the instruction sent him was 
stupid; in any case, the withdrawal of the 
Russians made operations much more 
simple." 

On the next day, July 3, Bevin and 
Bidault issued a joint communique invit-
ing twenty-two other European nations to 
send representatives to Paris to consider a 
recovery plan. (Czechoslovakia, which had 
at first agreed to attend, withdrew its ac-
ceptance after a visit to Moscow by Pre-
mier Gottwald and poor Jan Masaryk, the 
Foreign Secretary.) Once again General 
Marshall's judgment and his luck com-
bined to produce the desired result. 

I was to make one more official contri-
bution to the Marshall Plan before my days 
in the Under Secretary's office in "New 
State" expired. Although members of Con-
gress were now assured that they were not 
to be confronted by some sudden and un-
expected demand, the conviction was 
growing that in time they would, if the 
Europeans should do their part, be con-
fronted with a very sizable one. How could 
they participate in the preparation of some 
preliminary defenses? Arthur Vandenberg 
began to feel for a method. General 
Marshall in the Harvard speech had sug-
gested that one part of this country's role 
might be "friendly aid in the drafting of a 
European program." On June 14 in The 
New York Times William S. White reported 
Vandenberg's idea of a nonpartisan com-
mission at the highest level to advise co-
ordination of our resources with foreign 
needs. I feared a tripartite monstrosity like 
the contemporaneous Hoover Commission 
on Administrative Reform appointed by 
the House, the Senate, and the President. 
It seemed to me of the greatest importance 
for the President to anticipate this move 
by appointing as soon as possible a com-
mittee of his own choosing, after consul-
tation with leaders of Congress, and I asked 
General Marshall to urge the President to 
do so, which he did. Within an hour I 
would have a list of suggested committee- 

men representing all branches of Ameri-
can life. 

After consultation with Clayton, 
Harriman—then Secretary of Commerce 
and the prospective chairman of our com-
mittee—and a few in the Department, we 
soon got together an eminent, knowledge-
able, and representative committee. On the 
afternoon of June 22 everything, includ-
ing a press release, was ready for the Presi-
dent when we met in his upstairs study in 
the White House with a nonpartisan group 
that included Senators Vandenberg, 
Connally, White, and Barkley, and Secre-
taries Marshall, Snyder, Clinton Anderson 
of Agriculture, and Julius A. Krug of Inte-
rior. I acted as recording secretary. 

The President gave Vandenberg full 
credit for the suggestion, read off the corn- 

mittee members and their qualifications 
(which were impressive), and asked for 
suggestions. Vandenberg suggested former 
Senator Robert M. LaFollette, Jr., of Wis-
consin, whom the President added to the 
list. After a pause, he told me to go out 
and release the appointment of the com-
mittee and the membership to the press. 
The group then went on to discuss a sec-
ond group to assist Secretary Krug in a 
study of available raw-material and basic 
potential production of such necessities as 
coal and steel here and abroad, and another 
under chairman, Edwin G. Nourse of the 
Council of Economic Advisers, to study 
the effect of this amount of foreign aid on 
the economy of the United States. By the 
time the meeting broke up, the Harriman 
Committee was an established fact. 
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Mercury And The Cretan Spy 
The Espionage War In Athens During The German Occupation 

By Dr. G. C. KIRIAKOPOULOS 

Part II 
Intelligence information was coming in 

continuously to Greek and British agents 
in Greece. 

A troop train passing through Salonika 
destined for Athens was filled with soldiers 
who wore the characteristic blue uniform 
of the Luftwaffe. What raised the 
stationmaster's curiosity was that the sol-
diers were not allowed to detrain during 
the three-hour stopover, they wore no iden-
tifying shoulder patches, and strangest of 
all, they were not singing their usual ser-
vice songs. Instead, they remained passive, 
half hidden behind dark window shades. 
It gave the stationmaster the impression 
that this was a secret troop movement. He 
had no way of knowing how correct was  

his suspicion, for this particular troop train 
carried the elite of the German Parachute 
Corps — the First Assault Parachute Regi-
ment. 

Yet, despite such attempts at secrecy, 
agents in Athens noted the increased pres-
ence of German paratroopers wearing their 
specialized combat boots which together 
with the Paratrooper's Qualification Badge, 
that was worn on the left breast of their 
tunics, characterized the elite 
fallachirmjager of the Parachute Corps. 

Additional reports had come from the 
American delegation in Athens, whose 
members noted the presence at Eleusis air-
field of hundreds of airplanes parked 
wing-tip to wing-tip. What seemed so dif-
ferent about these aircraft was that they  

lacked propellers. What they had observed 
was the new German innovation for air-
borne warfare—the glider. 

It was quite obvious to British Intelli-
gence agents that the Germans were pre-
paring for a major airborne assault some-
where, but the question where and when 
still remained unanswered. 

During the first week in May, John 
Drakopoulos noticed an increase in 
Luftwaffe personnel at the Grande 
Bretagne headquarters .The Luftwaffe 
Command had taken over the whole sec-
ond floor of the hotel. The largest room 
on the floor had been converted into a 
WAR ROOM. It was a carefully guarded 
chamber whose access was granted only 
to members of the Luftwaffe General Staff 

The Grande Bretagne hotel in Constitution Square in Athens, which was used as headquarters of the German occupation forces. 
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and their aides. General officers arrived 
daily to huddle in conference within the 
confines of that WAR ROOM. From pho-
tographs, Drakopoulos easily recognized 
Colonel General Alexander Lohre, who 
commanded the Fourth Air Fleet in the 
Balkans, and General Wolfram Von 
Richthoven — cousin of the famous Red 
Baron of World War I fame — commander 
of the Eighth Air Force in Greece. What 
impressed Drakopoulos most of all, was 
the continuous presence of Lieutenant 
General Wilhelm Suessmann, the Com-
manding General of the 7th Parachute Di-
vision, and the presence of the over-all 
commander of the German parachute units, 
Lieutenant General Kurt Student, who set 
up residence in the hotel. Their constant 
presence in the WAR ROOM gave evi-
dence that the pending German operation 
would involve the Parachute Corps. 

Drakopoulos knew that the answers he 
sought would be found in that WAR 
ROOM, however, gaining access to it 
would be the most difficult part of his as-
signment. The room was under the tight 
security of the Luftwaffe, with the ubiqui-
tous Gestapo always present to scrutinize 
the identity of each person entering that 
inner sanctum. Each cleaning woman had 
been requested to bring him all pieces of 
refuse discarded from the WAR ROOM. 
Perhaps, he thought, he could piece to-
gether some clue of what transpired daily 
in that ROOM on the second floor. His 
plan, however, was stymied, for all refuse 
was personally handled by the SS person-
nel. Attempts at deceptive hearing devices 
also proved futile under the careful scru-
tiny of the Gestapo eyes. Drakopoulos had 
come face-to-face with a stone wall. Then, 
one day, fate took a hand. 

It was a clear, hot, humid morning in 
the second week of May, when the Hotel 
Grande Bretagne became inundated with 
Luftwaffe officers of all ranks, arriving en 
masse. John Drakopoulos observed the 
ranks of the officers-generals, colonels, 
majors, captains, even a few oberleutnants, 
as they were quickly ushered into a huge 
salon at the rear of the first floor of the 
hotel. As each officer entered the heavily 
draped, hermetically sealed meeting room, 
he was handed a writing pad. It was evi-
dent to Drakopoulos, who made mental 
notes of the proceedings, that the simulta-
neous arrival of predominantly general and  

field grade officers with only a smattering 
of company graders, meant that the major 
briefmg of the planned operation was about 
to take place. 

Throughout the whole meeting, John 
Drakopoulos positioned himself behind the 
main desk, helping a young communica-
tions gefreiter wire a new switchboard. He 
worked slowly, hoping that the meeting 
would adjourn before he had completed the 
wiring. For three long hours he labored, 
doing and undoing the wires, until he fi-
nally felt a rush of hot air issue from the 
conference room as the huge double doors 
opened and the swarm of 
perspiration-soaked officers emerged. 
Drakopoulos watched with chagrin the 
Gestapo personnel collect the writing pads 
from each officer. Whatever transpired in 
the room was meant to remain secreted 
only for the eyes and ears of those who 
attended. 

The hotel lobby rapidly emptied as each 
officer returned to his unit. Two officers—
one a Major, the other an Oberleutnant-
remained in the outer foyer chatting ami-
ably. It was obvious to Drakopoulos that 
the two officers were renewing old ac-
quaintances. But what caught 
Drakopoulos' quick eye was that the young 
First Lieutenant had neglected to surren- 

der his writing pad. The Major had also 
noted this omission and cautioned the 
young officer as the two finally took leave. 
Before exiting, the Oberleutnant turned, 
walked over to the main desk and placed 
the writing pad on the counter — right in 
front of John Drakopoulos! 

John Drakopoulos' heart skipped a beat. 
He eyed the writing pad momentarily, then 
feigning that the midday heat had become 
unbearable, he removed his work jacket 
and threw it on the counter, directly over 
the writing pad. A little later, his work fi-
nally completed, Drakopoulos 
nonchalantly picked up his jacket, being 
careful to hide the pad within its folds, and 
casually left for his room. 

Once within his room, with the door 
locked behind him, Drakopoulos examined 
the writing pad more carefully. It was de-
void of any writing, but he could discern 
an imprint on the top sheet. He took a piece 
of charcoal from a censer that stood on a 
shelf together with some icons in the cor-
ner of the room and crumbled it over the 
top sheet. He smeared it smoothly over the 
whole page, then blew off the excess. Re-
moving the shade from his bedside lamp, 
he tore off the top page from the pad and 
placed it against the naked incandescent 
lamp. The imprint which was previously 
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German troops waiting to board aircraft JU-52, which will transfer them to Crete. 

barely discernable now appeared clearly 
in white against the black background. 

What appeared to Drakopoulos as a 
jagged broken line, similar to a thunder-
bolt, streaked halfway down the page. It 
was obvious that the young lieutenant had 
been doodling. At the terminus of the 
jagged streak appeared the letters 
K-R-E-T-A. The K-R-E was quite clear; the 
T was faint; the A barely distinguishable. 
But it was enough for Drakopoulos, for the 
word KRETA in German meant CRETE! 

Further down the page, there appeared 
another scribbled symbol. It was the form 
of a huge V followed by the Arabic nu-
meral seventeen. 

Drakopoulos knew that the Fifth Ger-
man Mountain Division was stationed out-
side Athens. The Germans designated their 
divisions with Roman numerals. Could this 
young oberleutnant, who had so carelessly 
disposed of his writing pad, have been the 
commanding officer of the 17th Company 
in the V German Mountain Division? It 
was not a plausible inference for there were 
not many oberleutnants at the briefing. It 
appeared that the symbol V-17 had a dif-
ferent connotation. He then gave credible 
weight to the thought that the letter V des-
ignated the Roman numeral for the fifth 
month of the year, while the Arabic nu-
meral seventeen denoted the day of the 
month. He felt that this was a more logical 
conclusion; that this doodling, scribbled by 
a young, bored, overheated First Lieuten-
ant meant that the next German objective 
would be Crete and that the island would 
be invaded on May the Seventeenth. 

By such a simple device as this, assisted 
above all by a stroke of good fortune, 
Major John Drakopoulos was able to learn 
the answer to the major question of his 
assignment: where and when! Now he had 
to forward his discovery to British Intelli-
gence. 

Shortly thereafter, Drakopoulos left the 
Grand Bretagne for his pre-arranged 
"drop-off' point. At the corner, he was 
stopped by two Gestapo troopers. When 
he showed them his Gestapo pass, they 
gave him the Nazi arm salute and let him 
proceed with a nod and a smile. The tall, 
young engineer walked quickly down 
Panepistimiou Street until he reached a 
basement bookstore located directly oppo-
site the University of Athens. He entered 
and walked to the rear of the shop where 

the shelves were filled with old, 
out-of-print books written in Greek, En-
glish, German, and French. From the top 
shelf he removed an old, moldy, 
weatherbeaten volume entitled A POPU-
LAR HISTORY OF GREECE by D. Rose 
which was published in 1887 by Warwick 
House, a defunct publishing establishment. 
He opened the book to Chapter Seven 
which was entitled Characteristics of the 
Minoan Empire and in that page he placed 
a piece of paper which contained three dig-
its: five-dash-one-seven. Drakopoulos re-
turned the book to the shelf and left. 

Two blocks away and running parallel 
with Panepistimiou is an equally lengthy 
thoroughfare called Akademias or Acad-
emy Street. At the point where Academy 
curves to join Queen Sofias Avenue and 

Constitution Square, it gives off a narrow 
street to the left named Canaris. In those 
dark days of the German occupation, if a 
person were to walk up Canaris Street he 
immediately encountered a barbed-wire 
barricade at the first street on the right. This 
barricade marked the beginning of Merlin 
Street, a short two-block thoroughfare that 
connected Canaris with Queen Sofias Av-
enue. Merlin Street became a foreboding 
nightmare for the victimized citizens of 
Athens — for Merlin Street was the center 
of Gestapo terror activity. The cellars of 
the buildings on both sides of the street 
scribed in blood the tales of broken bod-
ies, and of torture, terror and death. 

At the head of Merlin Street, at No. 5 
Canaris, there was a four storied 
townhouse. On the top floor of this build- 
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ing, in an apartment whose windows over-
looked the Gestapo buildings on Merlin 
Street, the British had a wireless transmit-
ting station. It was typical of the phleg-
matic British to place such an apparatus 
directly under the nose of the dreaded Ge-
stapo. 

An hour after Drakopoulos had left his 
message in the book, a young 
fourteen-year-old boy arrived at the same 
bookstore. His name was Athanasios 
Tziotis, and like Drakopoulos, he was 
employed at the Grande Bretagne Hotel. 
Each day at the same hour, he would come 
to the bookstore and pick up several news-
papers for his employer, Mr. George 
Canellos, the associate director of the ho-
tel. This day was no exception. 

On certain occasions, the bookstore pro-
prietor would ask young Athanasios if he 
would deliver a book or a newspaper to a 
special customer. The thought of earning 
a few extra drachmas appealed to the 
young boy. The person to whom he made 
these deliveries lived on the top floor of a 
townhouse at No. 5 Canaris Street. It was 
many months before young Athanasios 
Tziotis became remotely aware that he was 
a runner for the Greek Underground in the 
British Intelligence Service. 

Drakopoulos' message, hidden within 
the pages of an ESTIA newspaper, was 
delivered to No. 5 Canaris Street by young 
Athanasios Tziotis that same afternoon. 
That night, the message was transmitted 
across the waters to a British submarine 
stationed on special picket duty off the 
western tip of Crete. The submarine re-
layed the message to Gibraltar, and from 
there the message was relayed to Admi-
ralty House in London. 

Inspector Walter Henry Thompson, 
from the Special Branch of Scotland Yard, 
had come out of retirement to once again 
act as a bodyguard for Winston Churchill. 
It was his official duty each morning to 
awaken the Prime Minister and deliver to 
him a large yellow sealed box which con-
tained all the communications that had 
been received during the night. 

This morning, Thompson left the box 
as usual on the little table at Churchill's 
bedside. As he turned to leave the room, 
he was startled by Churchill's jubilant ex-
clamation. In an exhilarated almost boy-
ish voice, Winston Churchill cried out, "I 
knew it, Thompson, I knew it would be 

Crete! Send in my secretary!" 
Within the hour, a message was trans-

mitted to the Commanding General of all 
the British Forces in the Mediterranean. It 
read as follows: 

PRIME MINISTER TO GENERAL 
WAVEL: 14 MAY 1941 ALL MY IN-
FORMATION POINTS TO (THE INVA-
SION OF CRETE) ANY DAY AFTER 
THE SEVENTEENTH. 

(signed) CHURCHILL 
And that is how the British learned that 

the Germans were going to invade Crete. 

IN RETROSPECT 
The invasion of Crete actually took 

place on May 20th, instead of the Seven-
teenth. The three-day delay was the result 
of German failure to provide enough fuel 
for the huge air armada that was to partici-
pate in the operation. Why and how this 
occurred is material for a future story—a 
story that would relate how two British 
officers were instrumental in destroying 
the bridge over the Corinth Canal. Their 
heroic act blocked the canal so effectively 
that not a single gasoline tanker was able 
to pass through that narrow water channel 
until it was cleared. 

The British Secret Service was aware  

of the pending airborne operation against 
Crete from another source. As early as 
April 28th, Winston Churchill had in-
formed General Wavel in Cairo that an air-
borne invasion of Crete was to be antici-
pated. The British had been successful in 
intercepting and decoding German mes-
sages originating in the highest command 
echelon via an apparatus known as UL-
TRA. Nevertheless, General Wavel's re-
plies to the Prime Minister indicated that 
he did not believe these reports. He felt 
strongly that the pending German attack 
on Crete was to be a ruse, while the major 
assault would be directed elsewhere. 
Strange as it may seem, Wavel did an about 
face when he received a copy of 
Drakopoulos' report. By that time it was 
too late to take stronger measures for the 
defense of Crete. 

The British Intelligence Service had 
"planted" another agent in the German 
Headquarters at the Grande Bretagne Ho-
tel, besidesDrakopoulos. 

It was the jolly, heavy-set doorman, 
Mixali Vlasopoulos. Although 
Vlasopoulos and Drakopoulos knew each 
other, they did not know that each man was 
working as a British agent. It was not an 
atypical situation of the British Secret ser- 
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vice. 
The finger of fortune touched each per-

son in our story differently. The world is 
well familiar with the ignominious fate that 
befell Adolf Hitler and Hermann Goering, 
while their opposing nemesis, Winston 
Churchill, rose to such glory that he be-
came the "Man of the Century." 

Of the other military personages in our 
story: Lieutenant General Kurt Student, the 
first and last commander of the German 
Parachute Corps, was taken prisoner in 
1945 by the Allied Forces. General Stu-
dent, who planned and commanded the 
Cretan invasion, had been promoted to 
Oberstgeneral after Crete, and subse-
quently commanded various army groups 
on the Eastern and Western Fronts during 
the rest of the war. But the high point of 
his military career was the airborne inva-
sion of Crete which resulted in a Pyrrhic 
German victory, for Crete became the 
"graveyard of the German paratrooper." 
Student's anguish over the fate of his be-
loved paratroopers was deepened when in 
1944 he lost his only son, who was also 
serving in the Luftwaffe. With the war's 
end, Kurt Student's military career also 
came to an end. A military tribunal cleared 
him of any complicity in war crimes, re-
leasing him in 1948, whereupon he re-
turned to his home to live out his days in 
post-war Germany. During my latest visit 
to Europe this past summer, I was informed 
that he had died a few weeks earlier at the 
age of 88 years. 

His immediate superior, General 
Alexander Lohre, was not as fortunate. 
This commanding General of the German 
Fouth Air Fleet, whose Air Force Com-
mand was involved in the Balkan opera-
tions against Yugoslavia, Greece, and 
Crete, was held for trial as a war criminal 
in Belgrade. He was accused of complic-
ity in the opening day bombardment of the 
Yugoslavian capital in which 17,000 ci-
vilians were killed. He was subsequently 
executed for this crime. 

The other general officer which 
Drakopoulos had recognized at the Grande 
Bretagne headquarters, was General 
Wilhelm Suessmann, the CG of the VII 
Parachute Division. This ill-fated division 
commander, who helped Kurt Student de-
velop the attack upon Crete, was the first 
casualty of the Cretan invasion. His glider 
lost a wing and crashed onto the island of 

Aegena in the Saronic Gulf, killing him 
and his whole division staff. He was the 
first casualty of 5000 Germans that were 
to die on Crete — a loss of German dead 
that exceeded their total losses suffered in 
all other theaters of operations since the 
outbreak of hostilities in 1939. 

General Wolfram Von Richthoven, who 
commanded the aircraft that rained con-
tinuous death upon Crete, survived the war 
only to die of natural causes in an Allied 
prisoner-of-war camp. He never did 
achieve, even as a general, the acclaim that 
had been bestowed upon his cousin of 
World War I fame, the Red Baron. 

SS Colonel Heinz Gellermann remained 
in Athens until 1943, after which he was 
transferred to the Russian Front. The Ger-
man military archives on personnel have 
no record as to what happened to him af-
ter Russia. There is no evidence that he 
survived the war. 

The civilians in our story fared better. 
Mr. George Canellos, the associate direc-
tor of the Grande Bretagne, survived the 
war, and became the Managing Director. 
In the years that followed, he rebuilt the 
Grande Bretagne into the internationally 
renowned hotel it is today. He personally 
achieved great acclaim as a warm, genial 
host, and as the outstanding hotelier on the 
European continent. I owe much to Mr. 
Canellos for the background information 
which he so patiently supplied for this and 
other stories of the German occupation of 
Athens. I was deeply saddened to learn that 
he had passed away this past Spring. All 
his friends, indeed, all of Athens, will miss 
him. 

Athanasios Tziotis, the young teenager 
who carried messages to the British secret 
wireless transmitter at No. 5 Canaris Street, 
also survived the war. In later years, he 
married a co-worker at the Grande 
Bretagne Hotel, and now reside with their 
three children in Athens, where they oper-
ate a travel service. It was Mr. Tziotis who 
first told me of the British agents who were 
working in German Headquarters of the 
Grande Bretagne Hotel. 

Our hero, John Drakopoulos, continued 
his work as a British agent until 1943. In 
that year, his status as a double-agent was 
uncovered by the Germans and he was 
forced to flee. He slipped through the 
hands of the Gestapo by a matter of hours, 
leaving the Greek mainland in a rubber  

raft, to be rescued in time by a British sub-
marine. He returned to Greece in 1944 and 
continued his service to the Greek and Brit-
ish governments, who were now con-
fronted with a new problem in the wake of 
the German withdrawal — a full-blooded 
civil war between Greek communists and 
conservatives. Drakopoulos infiltrated the 
communist National Liberation Front, bet-
ter known as the EAM. His reports to the 
British Commander in Athens, General 
Scobie, helped the British subdue the com-
munists in their attempts to take over the 
capital in those bloody, bitter "December 
Days" of 1944. 

John Drakopoulos is not the present 
name of our hero. After the war, he adopted 
a new name in order to live securely in 
post-war Greece, free from the fear of com-
munist reprisals upon himself or upon the 
members of his family. He lived with his 
wife and two married daughters in se-
cluded retirement in a suburb of Athens, 
until he died in 1977. For the continued 
security of his family, his newly adopted 
name shall remain omitted from this story. 

It is unfortunate that the nature of such 
covert operations leaves underground sol-
diers of the espionage war as unheralded 
heroes of battle. Their chests bear no med-
als; the walls of their homes lack the adorn-
ment of government citations; their stories 
are often written in blood and thereafter 
relegated to secret government files. Yet, 
their efforts behind enemy lines were just 
as instrumental for victory as the soldier 
fighting on the battlefield. 

To men, like Major John Drakopoulos, 
this story is written in tribute for the he-
roic service they rendered in that phase of 
the war that was fought in the shadows. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr. George C. Kiria-
kopoulos is the author of "Ten Days to Des-
tiny - The Battle of Crete" and the more recent 
"The Nazi Occupation of Crete, 1941-1945. " 
"Ten Days to Destiny" has achieved great criti-
cal acclaim and has become an international 
best seller. The Hellenic College Press plans 
to re-issue "Ten Days to Destiny" in June-July 
of this year in order to fill the continuous de-
mand for this book. This story is an adapta-
tion from that book. 
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The Ellis Island Medal to 
Greek and Cypriot Americans 

Standing on the hallowed grounds of 
Ellis Island, the portal through which mil-
lions of immigrants entered the United Sta-
tes, twenty distinguished Americans of 
Hellenic and Cypriot heritage were awar-
ded the coveted Ellis Island Medal of Ho-
nor for their significant contributions to the 
nation by the National Ethnic Coalition of 
Organizations. The presentation ceremo-
nies were held on Sunday, May 4. 

The Hellenic Medalists are: His Emi-
nence Archbishop Spyridon, Primate of the 
Greek Orthodox Church in America; Hon-
orable Nicholas Coffinas, retired Justice of 
the New York State Supreme Court and 
Past Supreme President, Order of Ahepa, 
Brooklyn, NY; Geneos Peter Cokinos, pe-
troleum engineer and oil producer, Beau-
mont, TX; George Douris, deceased com-
munity leader, New York, NY; George 
Filios, business leader, Las Vegas, NV; Dr. 
Peter C. Gazes, physician and teacher, 
Charleston, SC; Dr. Charles Kanakis, Jr., 
physician and community leader, Lake 
Forest, IL; Constantine N. Kangles, attor-
ney, publisher and community leader, Chi-
cago, IL; Pamela Anagnos Liapakis, trial 
attorney and immediate Past President of 
the Association of Trial Lawyers of 
America, New York, NY; Dennis Mehiel, 
business leader, Valhalla, NY; Louis J. 
Papan, Member of the California State As-
sembly, Sacramento, CA; Daniel Pappa-
port, Chairman, New York Mercantile Ex-
change, New York, NY; James A. Regas, 
legal, business and community leader, Chi-
cago, IL; George Tenet, Director, Central 
Intelligence Agency, Washington, DC; 
James G. Tsunis, business leader, Comma-
ck, NY; and Peter L. Venetis, President and 
Chief Executive Officer, Atlantic Bank of 
New York, New York, NY. 

The Cypriot Medalists are: Andreas C. 
Kyprianides, community leader and Hon-
orary Consul General of Cyprus, Los An-
geles, CA; Nikos P. Mouyiaris, business 
leader, Long Island City, NY; Panayiotis 
Papanicolaou, community leader and Su-
preme President of the Cyprus Federation  

of American, Brooklyn, NY; Savas C. 
Tsivicos, business and community leader 
and Chairman of the American Hellenic 
Institute Public Affairs Committee, Ocean, 
NJ. 

The Medalists were selected by the Hel-
lenic Heritage Selection Committee of NE-
CO and approved by the Board of Direc-
tors from among hundreds of nominations 
submitted from throughout the nation. 
James S. Scofield, of St. Petersburg, Fl is 
Chairman and John A. Catsimatidis ofNew 
York, NY and James F. Demos, of Seaford 
Harbor, NY are Co-Chairman of the Hel-
lenic Heritage Selection Committee. 

The Medals were established in 1986 
by the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island 
Foundation and the New York State Statue 
of Liberty Centennial Commission. They 
are sanctioned by the United States Con-
gress and the names of the recipients are 
listed in the Congressional Record. 

The prized gold medallions, which de-
pict the Statue of Liberty and the main 
building of Ellis Island, are supported by 
red, white and blue ribbon cordons symbo-
lizing the hope and promise of America. 
After the invocation by Archbishop 
Spyridon, the Medals were presented dur-
ing the opening of the Awards Gala on Ellis 
Island before more than a thousand spec-
tators from all regions of the country. Wil-
liam Denis Fugazy, Chairman of the Board 
of NECO and Richard A. Grace, Vice 
Chairman made the presentations to the 
Hellenic and Cypriot Medalists and to the 
other outstanding ethnic Americans. 

Hellenic and Cypriot dancing groups 
under the direction of Ms. Koula Sopasis, 
Melville, NY were among the ethnic trou-
pes which performed. They represented St. 
Paraskevi Greek Orthodox Church, Green-
lawn, NY and St. Markella Greek Ortho-
dox Church, Wantagh, NY. Ms. Koula 
Gonias, N. Bellmore, NY assisted Ms. 
Sopasis. 

A dinner in the Great Hall honoring the 
Medalists followed the ceremony. The re-
turn voyage was highlighted by a special  

fireworks display by the world-renowned 
Grucci family in front of the Statue of Lib-
erty. 

NECO represents the largest ethnic and 
heritage organizations in the United States 
and is dedicated to universal brotherhood, 
conducting a variety of programs encour-
aging the advancement and protection of 
all ethnic groups and races. It raised more 
than one million dollars for the Statue of 
Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation and is 
co-underwriter of the Ellis Island Immi-
gration Museum "People of America" Gal-
lery. 

The following Americans of Hellenic 
Heritage received the Ellis Island Medal 
of Honor during the seven previous cer-
emonies held since 1986: 

Archibishop Iakovos, Peter Angelos, 
Andrew A. Athens, A. Steve Betzelos, Dr. 
John Brademas, John A. Catsimatidis, 
William G. Chirgotis, George Christopher, 
Alec P. Courtelis, Olympia Dukakis, Dr. 
Steve E. Fochios, George P. Gabriel, 
Nicholas Gage, Dr. Antoine C. Havovas, 
John A. Hatsopoulos Dr. Matina Souretis 
Homer, John Kapioltas, Dr. George L. 
Korkos, Leo Paul Koulos, Judge Thomas 
D. Lambros, Howard D. Lorber, Judge 
John M. Manos, Louis G. Manesiotis, Sr., 
George M. Marcus, Spiro Milonas, George 
Phydias Mitchell, James H. Moshovitis, 
Athena Georgakakos Onorato, Harry L. 
Pappas, John A. Payiavlas, Peter G. 
Peterson, Harry Mark Petrakis, Nicholas 
C. Petris U.S. Senator Paul S. Sarbanes, 
Telly Savalas, James S. Scofield, Nick 
Smyrnis, Alex G. Spanos, Sonja B. Ste-
fanadis, Chris Tomaras, Dr. Nick John 
Topetzes, Angelo K. Tsakopoulos and Dr. 
P. Roy Vagelos. 

The following Americans of Cypriot 
Heritage received the Ellis Island Medal 
of Honor during the two previous ceremo-
nies held since 1995: 

Philip Christopher, Andreas C. Como-
dromos, U.S. Ambassador Clay Consta-
ntinou, and Fannie Petallides-Holliday. 
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The Celebration of Easter 
Time to End the Confusion 

By Prof. D.G. KOUSOULAS 

Once again this year we Orthodox Chri-
stians celebrated the Resurrection of Christ 
at a date that differed from that of the rest 
of Christendom. Especially in the United 
States this causes confusion among our 
children who cannot understand how it is 
possible for Christ who for their friends 
had already been resurrected to be resur-
rected again several Sundays later. 

This confusion is not only unnecessary 
but also unjustified. The Council of Nicaea 
(325 A.D.) unanimously decided that the 
Easter should be celebrated by all Chris-
tians on the first Sunday after the first full 
moon following the Spring Equinox. Un-
til the Council of Nicaea, the day of Easter 
was celebrated at different times. In many 
areas in the East, especially in the dioceses 
led by the patriarchate of Antioch, the day 
of Easter was determined by the day of the 
Jewish passover. Quite often, then, Easter 
was celebrated on a weekday, not on a 
Sunday. Alexandria, Rome and the West 
in general followed a different approach. 
Easter was to be celebrated on the Sunday 
after the full moon following the Spring 
Equinox. The Synod of Arles which con-
vened in 314 A.D. to resolve the Donatist 
dispute had decreed that Easter should be 
celebrated on the same Sunday through-
out Christendom but the ruling had not 
been accepted by all. The eastern churches 
in Asia Minor, Syria, and Palestine were 
not willing to change their traditions. In a 
way, they saw the issue as a matter of pres-
tige. At the Synod of Nicaea Constantine 
the Great asked the assembled fathers of 
the Church to establish a universal system 
so that all the Christians would celebrate 
Easter on the same day. 

A Final and Universal Ruling 
The Synod unanimously decided to re-

solve the issue with a final and universal 
ruling. Easter should be celebrated by all 
Christians on the Sunday following the 
full moon after the Spring Equinox. 

It was a wise decision. The Spring 
Equinox is an astronomical phenomenon 
and the same applies to the full moon. Nei-
ther is determined by human action. 

It is unrelated to the calendar. The 
Spring Equinox occurs at a certain time 
each year regardless of what date our cal-
endar may say. For several centuries this 
ruling of the Council of Nicaea was fol-
lowed by all. However, the Julian calen-
dar established by Julius Caesar was 11 
minutes and 14 seconds too long every 
year which in real terms amounted to a 
difference of one day every 128 years. In 
the year 1582 Pope Gregory the XIII in-
troduced a more accurate version which 
was eventually accepted by most Chris-
tian countries. The Orthodox Churches, 
however, continued to use the Julian cal-
endar unwilling to accept a calendar in- 

troduced by a Pope. In 1923 the Greek gov-
ernment and the Church of Greece accepted 
the Gregorian calendar but not in the case 
of moveable feasts and continued to cel-
ebrate Easter using the calendar of Julius 
Caesar. Some of the faithful insisted on 
following the Julian calendar for all feasts 
and became known as "palaioimerologites" 
(old-calendarists). Practically all Orthodox 
Churches and Patriarchates continue to cel-
ebrate Easter on the basis of the Julian cal-
endar which differs now thirteen days from 
the Gregorian. Under the Julian calendar 
the Orthodox Churches place the Equinox 
on April 4 which now is thirteen days after 
the actual day the Equinox occurs. This is 
the cause of confusion 

No Justification 
There is no religious or ecclesiological 

justification for it. The Spring Equinox is 
an astronomical phenomenon, not a ques-
tion of particular calendar. It occurs on a 
certain time (day) of each year no matter 
what our man-made calendars may say. The 
same is true of the full moon. The partici- 

Prof. Kousoulas' latest book is a biogra-
phy of Constantine the Great to be pub-
lished this fall by Rutledge, under the title 
"The Life and Times of Constantine the 
Great; the First Christian Emperor". 

JUNE, 1997 	 27 



pants at the Council of Nicaea wisely did 
not use a date but two astronomical phe-
nomena which occur independently of any 
human action. Clearly we should go back 
to what the Fathers of the Church pre-
scribed. The Easter should be celebrated 
on the Sunday which follows the full moon 
after the Spring Equinox. Let the astrono-
mers decide when the Spring Equinox ac-
tually occurs. Any other approach is un-
justified and contrary to the wise ruling of 
the Council of Nicaea 

The Jewish Passover 
But there is a school of thought which 

holds that historically the Resurrection 
occured after the Jewish Passover and 
therefore Easter could not and should not 
be celebrated before the Jewish passover. 
Although this may have some historical 
justification, we may turn for guidance 
again to the Council of Nicaea. This ques-
tion was very important at the time because 
as we said earlier several Churches were 
using the Jewish passover in setting the day 
for Easter. Apparently there was a great 
deal of discussion and disagreement at the 
Council of Nicaea because in the end 
Conatantine the Great had to intervene per-
sonally. He had gone back to Nicomedia 
soon after the adoption of the Creed of 
Nicaea, so he sent to the Council a letter. 

It is revealing about his views on the Jews. 
The pagan Romans had not taken a hostile 
stand on the Jewish religion because they 
considered it to be old and sanctioned by 
a long tradition. The Christians, however, 
considered the Jews to be the murderers 
of Christ. Constantine's letter to the Coun-
cil reflected this view. 

"It seems inappropriate" he wrote, "to 
calculate the most holy feast in accordance 
with the customs of the Jews who, having 
stained their hands with the lawless crime, 
remain blind in their soul... What right 
opinions can they have, those who, after 
the murder of the Lord went out of their 
minds and now live not by reason but by 
uncontrolled hatred." (Eusebius, Vit. 
Const. III, 17; Galasius, Hist. Eccl. II, 37; 
Theodoretos, Hist. Eccl. I, 9). For the as-
sembled bishops Constantine's was an ar-
gument of great force and logic. The par-
tisans of Antioch could not continue to 
claim that they were right to calculate the 
Easter by the calendar of those "who had 
murdered Christ". Unanimously, the Coun-
cil of Nicaea approved the fmal ruling that 
the Easter should be celebrated on the Sun-
day after the full moon following the 
Spring Equinox without deviation and 
without any other consideration. 

We do not need to embrace the 
anti-Semitic point of view reflected in 

Constantine' letter. ( We may add that later 
Constantine issued an Edict exempting the 
Jewish rabbis of public service as he had 
already done for the Christian clergy). If 
the connection with the timing of the Jew-
ish passover is to be accepted, then all 
Christian Churches East and West may add 
this as an exception to the Nicaea ruling. 
This, however, may cause unnecessary de-
bates. 

As a layman this writer cannot suggest 
how the religious leaders of Orthodoxy 
should handle this problem and remove the 
confusion caused by the Julian calendar. 
But with regard to the celebration of Eas-
ter, it is not even necessary to accept the 
Gregorian calendar as such. The Spring 
Equinox is not determined by any 
man-made calendar but by the rotation of 
the Earth around the Sun. The full moon 
is likewise determined by the rotation of 
the Moon around the Earth. Maybe a truly 
ecumenical synod of East and West could 
convene to reestablish what the fathers of 
the Church wisely ruled in Nicaea sixteen 
centuries ago. The World Council of Chu-
rches has initiated an effort in this direc-
tion. It deserves wide support. 

Editor's Note: A letter on the subject 
appears in the letters to the Editor section, 
page 5. 
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"Why Athens Will Not Receive 
2004 Olympics" 

By TASO LAGOS 

You may remember the fiasco behind Athens' attempt at 
winning the bid to the 1996 Olympics. Greek politicians of 
every stripe tried to tie sentimentality to their bid, as if we 
live in a world of emotions and sentiments, and not dollars 
and economics. I don't need to tell you which won out — I'll 
give you a clue, it wasn't called the 1996 "Coca-Cola" Olym-
pics Games for nothing. 

Now Athens is trying again, bidding for the 2004 Olym-
pics against Rome, Johannesburg, Melbourne and a few 
other major world cities. The leading candidate is Rome and 
she will get it and not Athens. And I will tell you why. 

Many excuses will be offered as to why Athens' bid was 
turned down — the litany of reasons have now become cli-
ches for any follower of Greek affairs: bad air pollution, cor-
ruption, inefficient transportation systems, facilities not cen-
trally located, and maybe an odd complaint or two such as 
cheap gyros being served in the Plaka and too many bad 
Greek programs on TV. 

Greek-bashing? A plot on the part of Turkey? 
The real reason won't be mentioned. Whispered maybe, 

but not uttered outright. No, diplomatic circles do not oper-
ate on honesty and forthrightness. Theirs is the world of smil-
ing deception and courteous backstabbing. It's a gentleman's 
game played by subversive killers and thugs. 

The real reason why Athens' bid for the Olympics being 
refused doesn't even really involve Greece, although the coun-
try is a victim. The real reason why Athens will lose her bid 
is due to the instability in the Balkans. 

From the blown tinderbox in the former Yugoslavia and 
Albania, to the coming tinderbox in Cyprus, we are looking 
at some of the most dangerous territory on the planet. It's 
not just that the whole region is heavily armed, and getting 
more so (Cyprus is reputed to have more weapons per capita 
than any place on the planet, including Texas and Montana), 
but that internal bickering has exploded into savagery, and 
we don't need history to tell us how passion is a difficult 
emotion to control once it's escaped the genie's bottle. 

Tension between Greece and Turkey is now a mercury 
item that can be measured like the weather, and it's usually 
bad. A bad, fetid air has settled between the two countries 
and there is no likelihood that it will dissipate soon. With 
Turkey's society undergoing powerful changes, the tension 
between the two countries can only get worse, if only be-
cause turmoil always likes a scapegoat and Greece and Tur-
key are each other's perfect foil. 

Several centuries of control and thousands of years of 
blood ties have turned them into permanent Hatfields and 

McCoys. Old grievances are constantly renewed, and new 
opportunities to relax tensions constantly avoided. It's like 
two lovers at a dance who want the other one to make the 
first move, so they stand eyeing each other and not budging 
an inch. Meanwhile, the music is playing and ending. 

The social explosions in Bosnia and Albania are the symp-
toms of the old communist flu. When authoritarian power is 
relaxed, someone is bound to get sick. It happens to drug 
addicts, too, once they kick the habit. It's called morning 
sickness. 

It doesn't take much to trigger it. And the worry is of 
another Balkan country (will Hungary or Bulgaria be next?) 
having withdrawal symptoms. 

What does all this have to do with the Olympics? Seem-
ingly nothing, probably everything. 

The Olympics organizers read the newspapers, too, and 
it doesn't take a computer programmer to see what the 
Balkans are turning into — everyone's favorite shoot-'em west-
ern movie. 

Russia and America can't have a real war, so they play it 
out like cat and mouse in the Balkans. It's cheaper and less 
threatening that way. Diplomats can have something to do 
for a living and arms manufacturers justify their paychecks. 
Europe is stuck between the U.S. and the former Soviets, 
but they're too impotent and too soft-headed to do anything. 
They bungled the mad cow disease eruption in England, how 
are they expected to solve a delicate, century-old cancer in 
the Balkans? 

The image of loose cannons and greasy-handed cowboys 
running around the Balkans causing havoc and unrest is not 
an image Greeks, or other Balkan residents may like, but 
they're stuck with it. 

And stuck with it for a long time. Too many geo-political 
forces are being playing out in the region for the countries 
there to escape the consequences. They are indeed true vic-
tims. As long as they are not fully in charge of their own 
destinies, squabbles will erupt, tragedies will strike, and ev-
eryone will be left wondering what happened and why this 
constant curse on an otherwise beautiful and historical area. 

Only when the large superpowers stop playing games and 
when the Balkan countries themselves have a super-summit 
to solve their own problems will there be any chance of fair 
play and stability emerging in the area. Whether that should 
be in cooperation with the European Community, the U.S. 
and Russia is an open question. 

But something needs to be done fast, and not just for the 
symbolic value of where the Olympics will be held. That's 
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OCL Protests Amendment to the 
Uniform Parish Regulations 

The Orthodox Christian Laity voiced a strong protest to a 
ruling at the first meeting of the newly elected/appointed 
Archdiocesan Council in New York. The ruling came in the 
form of an amendment to the Uniform Parish Regulations (UPR) 
that increased the number of members and the selection pro-
cess of the council. 

The OCL has worked diligently during its ten year period of 
existence to restore the historical role of the laity in the gover-
nance of the Church with special emphasis on spiritual renewal 
and fiscal accountability. Working within the structure of the 
Church as parish delegates to the clergy-laity congresses, the 
OCL directors perpetuated reform in the membership composi-
tion of the Archdiocesan Council which continued to expand 
on the strength of the at random appointments made by the hi-
erarchy. 

The 1992 Clergy-Laity Congress in New Orleans passed an 
amendment that stipulated the guidelines for the election and 
appointment of the Archdiocesan Council members but had little 
effect on the additional appointments made by former Arch-
bishop lakovos. OCL's concern in this matter has been the di-
minishing strength of the laity representatives who are legiti-
mate members by way of diocesan elections. 

The more the "deck is stacked" with appointees, the weaker 
the strength of the minority representation of the elected laity. 
There was a feeling of optimism in the ranks of OCL that a 
newly elected Archbishop Spyridon, in a spirit of reform and 
renewal, would make an attempt to enforce the 1992 UPR 
amendment. It was not to be. 

On March 14, 1997, a "newly appointed" Archdiocesan 
Council, consisting of approximately 160 members, was called 
to a meeting by His Eminence. One of the items on the council 
agenda read as follows: "Convening of Archdiocesan Council 
as Interim Legislative Body to consider amendment of the 
by-laws to provide for increase of Council Membership." 

only whipped cream on the pie. Because the 2004 Olympics 
must go to a European city (that's an unstated rule), Rome 
will be the site selected. That's to be expected. 

But Athens and Greece and all the other Balkan nations 
stand to lose more than an Olympic bid— they stand to lose 
their own futures. 

Unless something is done, the larger tragedies that might 
unfold in the Balkans may be more than just local skirmishes. 
Afterall, the Peloponnesian War between classical powers 
Sparta and Athens started because of a little known conflict 
in the Adriatic. Before it was over, the two superpowers had 
annihilated each other. 

It's a historical lesson worth remembering in this age of 
mass destroyer machines. If the conflict in the Balkans 
spreads to the superpowers, God help us all. 

A motion was made at the meeting to amend Article 11 that 
defined the eligible members: The Archbishop, the Diocesan 
Bishops, the Auxiliary Bishops and three elected members, (one 
clergy, two laity), from each diocese, and 31 members AND 
SUCH OTHER MEMBERS AS MAY BE APPOINTED BY 
THE ARCHBISHOP AT HIS OWN D1SCRETION...(amended 
portion in capital letters). 

Incredibly, the amendment was passed by a body that in-
cluded the members who were present, illegally in accordance 
to existing regulations...as if anyone expected them to vote them-
selves off of the council. 

Ironically, included in this council are four members of OCL's 
Board of Directors and Advisory Board. They represented the 
brunt of the protest against the amendment although there was 
token support from the other members present. Though the 
motion was ratified, it did receive some dissenting votes in ad-
dition to those of the OCL officials. 

Those who may wonder whether it really matters how many 
members there are on the Council and who appoints them should 
be aware of the fact that the UPR provides that each member of 
the Archdiocesan Council is "an automatic delegate" to the 
clergy-laity congress. 

If the congress is supposed to be the gathering of the whole 
Church, represented by the priest, council president and two 
elected delegates from each parish, the practical effect of an 
appointed council of unlimited size is obvious. The voice of 
the parishes at the congress is diluted, and the control of the 
congress, committees and chairmen is in the hands of the Arch-
diocese. 

"Business as usual" is not a desirable scenario in the early 
stages of Archbishop Spyridon's tenure. The Orthodox Chris-
tian Laity shall retain its established position as it patiently awaits 
the spiritual rewards of renewal and reform in the Orthodox 
Church. 
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Work on a section of the Panama Canal in December, I907--ninety years ago... 
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OUR 10-NIGHT, 10th CRUISE INCLUDES: 

The Panama Canal 
Construction of the Panama Canal held the world's attention for 35 years. It 

affected the lives of tens of thousands. Reputations were made and de- 
stroyed. France was rocked to its foundation. Colombia lost its most valu- 
able territory: the Isthmus of Panama. The Republic of Panama was born. 

The passage of the first ship through the 
Canal in 1914 marked the resolution of a 
dream as old as the discovery of the New 
World. The Spanish conquistador Balboa 
made his first trek through the 43-mile 
wide isthmus in 1513, taking weeks to 
trudge through' the Panamanian jungle on 
his way to discover the Pacific Ocean. 

During the 300-year reign of Spain, a 
rugged trail was carved across the narrow 
strip of Panama; mule trains laden with 
gold made their sluggish way along it. As 
early as 1534, Charles I of Spain proposed 
the construction of a canal through the isth-
mus. It would take nearly 400 years for 
builders to catch up with his imagination. 

Headed by Suez Canal builder, 
Ferdinand de Leseps, the French Canal 
Company began construction of a Panama 
Canal in 1880. Thousands of French engi-
neers and workers crowded into the Car-
ibbean side of Panama to begin digging a 
sea-level canal to the Pacific Ocean; they 
labored on the project for more than 20 
years, but were inadequately prepared and 
unable to cope with the mounting prob-
lems. 

The diggings were continually flooded. 
The jungle around them was impen-
etrable. Thousands of workers, including 
some of the chief engineers, succumbed 
to yellow fever and malaria. The French 
canal became mired in rising costs, cor-
ruption, and controversy. And after 24 
years of work, the canal cut barely one 
third the necessary distance into Panama: 
less than 10 miles. 

Disillusioned and bankrupt, the French 
finally sold their enterprise in 1904 to the 
U.S. government for $40 million, a mere 
fraction of the almost $300 million they 
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had invested and lost. 

The U.S. Takes Over 
At the turn of the century, Panama was 

still part of Colombia to its south. The U.S. 
tried negotiating with Colombia to acquire  

the rights to build the Canal, but reached a 
deadlock. President Teddy Roosevelt was 
determined to have the canal site on what-
ever terms were necessary; he concluded 
that a revolution in Panama would be ex-
traordinarily convenient. With the aid of 



the U.S., the revolution took place quietly, 
and Panama declared its independence. 

Washington promptly recognized the 
new Republic of Panama and hastily 
signed a treaty, giving the U.S. the desired 
strip of land for $10 million and $250,000 
per year. In exchange for U.S. protection, 
Panama gave the government control "in 
perpetuity" of a 10-mile-wide zone for the 
proposed canal. 

Contrary to Roosevelt's proclamation 
after the treaty — "Now watch the dirt fly!" 
- when the Americans first arrived to start 
work in 1905, they had no fixed plan on 
how to complete (much less start) the 
project. They had devised no solutions for 
the problems that had plagued the French 

The Gatun Dam 

Under the leadership of John F. Stevens 
and Col. George Goethals, the next 10 
years brought many painful lessons to the 
Americans, but also many engineering 
miracles. One ofthe most perplexing prob-
lems, facing the engineers was the wild 
Chagres River. Completely untamed, it 
was bordered by bottomless swamps and 
it often flooded to 10 times its normal size, 
destroying everything in its path. 

The river also cut through the proposed 
construction site of the Canal. In a stroke 
of genius, the engineers decided to plug 
the Chagres four miles in from the Carib-
bean with the largest dam ever constructed. 
Behind the dam, a lake would rise to serve 
as a reservoir for Canal lock water. 

The Gatun Dam is a mile and a half 
long, and lies 85 feet above sea level. Be-
hind it lies Gatun Lake, one of the largest 
man made bodies of water in the world, 
covering over 160 miles, and forming more 
than 23 miles — almost half — of the 
Panama Canal. 

The Gaillard Cut 

Digging the Gaillard Cut proved the 
most difficult task of all. The cut is over 
nine miles long, and crosses the Continen-
tal Divide through solid rock and steep hill-
sides that rise over 400 feet. 

Up to 60 steam shovels worked in the 
Cut, filling more than 150 trains with dirt 
for transport along 75 miles of railroad 
tracks to dumping sites. Mud slides con-
tinually plagued the dig; in 1907 alone,  

more than half a million cubic yards of new 
rock and dirt were dumped back into the 
Cut, taking workers over three months just 
to re-dig the same area. The total volume 
of additional excavation caused by slides 
was over 25 million cubic yards of earth, 
setting progress back over two years. 

Despite the hardships and engineering 
nightmares, a nine-mile- long, 300-feet 
wide channel was finally excavated to a 
depth of 40 feet. Some surrounding hill-
sides were reduced in height to ensure sta-
bility and lessen the chance of future slides. 
Total cost of just the Gaillard Cut was $90 
million, or about $10 million a mile. 

On August 15, 1914, 10 years after the 
Americans began work on the Canal, the 
steamer Ancon sailed across the isthmus,  

marking the official opening on the inter 
ocean link. The total U.S. cost of the Ca-
nal wad $387 million; the French had spent 
almost $300 million. Tragically, in the 35 
years that the French and the U.S. worked 
on the Canal, over 25,000 people died from 
accidents and diseases. Of those, over 
5,000 lives were lost during the American 
era. 

The Locks 

The route through the complete Panama 
Canal is approximately 50 miles long from 
Caribbean to Pacific. All ships using the 
Canal must pay a toll, based on weight and 
cargo. Annual tolls total over $300 mil-
lion. The highest toll ever paid by a cruise 
ship was over $125,000. The smallest was 
36 cents, paid by a man who swam the 
Canal in 1928. 

The tolls may seem excessive, but not 
when considering the alternative route 
from east to west: the trip from the east 
coast of Panama around South America 
and its southernmost Cape Horn would add 
another 10,000 miles on the journey to the 
Pacific Ocean off the west coast of 
Panama. Even at a vessel's fastest cruising 
speed, the journey would take well over 
three weeks, not including stops for pro-
visions and fuel. 

Since the Canal opened over 75 years 
ago, over 750,000 vessels (and one swim-
mer) have taken the shortcut, transporting 
everything from oil and grains to cars and 
trains, from tourists and travelers to el-
ephants and giraffes — even the London 
Bridge. The 10,000 vessel-per-year aver-
age does not come close to the Canal's 
maximum capacity of 27,000 per year. 
Currently the Canal handles about 15,000 
transits per year, and it is estimated that it 
will be able to accommodate the projected 
increases in traffic well into the 21st cen-
tury. In spite of the recent Panamanian 
trouble, the 1977 U.S.-Panama treaty still 
stands: by the year 2000, a gradual transi-
tion of Canal operations into Panamanian 
hands is supposed to occur, although the 
U.S. government has expressed concern 
over Panama's ability to handle mainte-
nance - not to mention political neutrality 
- of the important and oft-traversed water-
way, the expense of which now exceeds 

34 	 GREEK•AMERICAN REVIEW 



The "ZENITH" crossing the Panama Canal 

$450 million a year. 

The Locks System 

Six locks — three on each coast — are 
necessary to lift and lower the ship through 
the entire Canal. Each lock is paired for 
double-lane, side-by side, simultaneous 
passage of two ships. The channel off to 
the right of the canal's east entrance is the 
beginning of the unsuccessful french ef-
fort to cue a waterway between the two 
oceans. 

The Gatun Locks on the Caribbean side 
of the Continental Divide raise the ship in 
three lock steps a total of 85 feet up to the 
level of the Gatun Lake. The ship is pulled 
into and through the 1.6 mile-long locks 
by cables attached to mechanical "mules" 
on tracks alongside. Panamanian pilots 
board the ship to oversee the entire pro-
cess; the ship is not under its own power 
through the narrow locks. 

Once it is raised to the level of the lake 
and is towed out of the third lock, the ship 
resumes its own power for the trip into the 
Gatun Lake. To complete the trip to the 
Pacific, a ship would then continue through 
the narrow nine-mile long Gaillard Cut to 
the west end of the Canal where power 
would again be cut, and vessels would be 
towed through the Pedro Miguel and 
Miraflores Locks, which finish lowering 
ships the necessary 85 feet back to sea 
level. 

As we are not traveling to the Pacific 
on this journey, the ZENITH will cruise 
into the Gatun Lake, turn around, and head 
back through the Gatun Locks, affording 
us the rare opportunity to pass through the 
same locks in different directions on the 
same day. 

An Engineering Masterpiece 

The Panama Canal locks were the larg-
est structures of their kind ever attempted. 
Each lock is 1,000 feet long and 110 feet 
wide, and the deepest ship's draft permit-
ted is 40 feet. The lock doors are made of 
riveted steel, are 65 feet wide, seven feet 
thick, and range from 47 to 82 feet high, 
depending on their position in the Canal. 
Because of the strong high tides of the 
Pacific, the doors in the westernmost lower 
Miraflores Lock are the largest and heavi-
est, weighing over 745 tons. 

The lock gates are hollow, or compart-
mented, so they virtually float, and their 
balance is such that only a 40-horsepower 
motor is needed to open and close them. 
Over 1,500 electric motors are used in the 
various operations of all the locks; how-
ever, no pumps are used to fill or empty 
them. Instead, water is moved by gravity, 
flowing from one level to another. When 
the water level in one lock step equals that 
in the next step, the gates between them 
are opened and the ship is towed forward. 
In multiple lock steps such as the Gatun, 
the gates are closed again and the process 
is repeated. 

It takes over 26 million gallons of wa-
ter from Gatun Lake to fill the locks and 
raise a ship the size of the ZENITH through 
the three levels of the Gatun Locks. 
Considering the vast daily rainfall in 
Panama, there is no danger of a shortage 
— or waste — of water. 

East is West and West is East 

Due to Panama's unique geography, 
there are places in the country where the 
sun rises over the Pacific and sets in the 
Caribbean. And ships heading from the 
Caribbean to the Pacific must travel east. 
Confused? 

On a map of Panama, you can see that 
the country forms an "S" shape, and is situ-
ated between the Caribbean and the Pa-
cific in such a manner that the Cristobal 
entrance to the Canal on the Caribbean side 
is actually 23 miles WEST of the Panama 
City entrance on the Pacific side. There-
fore ships traversing the Canal westward 
from the Caribbean to the Pacific actually 
travel in a southeast direction, while ships 
heading east from the Pacific to the Carib-
bean go in a north west direction. 
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ANGELYN KONUGRES 
LECTURESHIP ESTABLISHED 

Te first Angelyn A. Konugres lecture 
"lEvolution, Diagnosis, Treatment, and 

Prevention of Hemolytic Disease of the 
Newborn," was presented at the 1997 
Massachusetts Association of Blood Banks 
annual seminar by Dr. Herbert F. Polesky, 
Director, Memorial Blood Bank of Min-
neapolis. The Angelyn A. Konugres Lec-
tureship was established on her retirement 
to honor Dr. Konugres' lifetime achieve-
ments in the field of immunohematology 
by her associates and colleagues, the  

in obstetrics, gynecology, and reproduc-
tive biology at Harvard Medical School. 

Dr. Konugres is a graduate of Cam-
bridge University in England and was the 
first person to receive a degree in the field 
of immunohematology. She studied with 
Dr. R.R.A. Coombs, who developed the 
Coombs Test, which detects hemolytic dis-
ease of the newborn and is used in cross-
matching blood for transfusion and other 
laboratory tests. She is recognized nation-
ally as one of the leading authorities on 
hemolytic disease of the newborn, neona-
tal transfusion therapy, and blood testing  

for disputed parentage studies. The author 
of several scientific articles, Dr. Konugres 
coauthored Rh Hemolytic Disease, New 
Strategy for Eradication, with two of her 
colleagues. She has served on and chaired 
various national professional boards and 
committees. She currently lectures, teac-
hes, and trains pathology residents and he-
matology fellows. 

Dr. Konugres and her husband, attor-
ney George D. Coupounas, live in Chest-
nut Hill, MA. Their son, Demetrios Geo-
rge Coombs Coupounas is policy director 
of the Concord Coalition in Washington. 

CHARLIE CRIST SEEKS U.S. SENATE SEAT 

Fundraiser was held recently in Washington, DC to help elect the first Cypriot American to the 
U.S. Senate, Charlie Crist of Florida. 

Brigham and Women's hospital, and the 
Massachusetts Association of Blood 
Banks. 

During her long career, Dr. Konugres 
has trained and mentored many hematol-
ogy fellows, pathology residents, and 
medical technologists. She has served as 
director of the blood bank at Los Angeles 
County General Hospital/University of 
Southern California Medical Center; the 
blood grouping laboratory (Center for 
Blood Research) at Children's Hospital 
Medical Center, Boston; and the blood 
bank at Boston Hospital for Women. She 
has been associate director of the blood 
bank, and director of the immunohematol-
ogy laboratory at Brigham and Women's 
Hospital, Boston; and principal associate  

'he Greek-American community of 
etropolitan Washington, DC recently 

held a fundraiser to help elect Charlie Crist 
(R-FL) to the U.S. Senate. "Charlie Crist 
is a well-known Republican state senator 
serving the Tampa Bay area, who is run-
ning for the U.S. Senate on a platform of 
education, ethics, the environment, and the 
economy. He is a young, energetic candi-
date who many believe has a very good 
chance of joining Greek-American sena-
tors Paul Sarbanes and Olympia Snowe in 
the U.S. Senate," said Andrew E. Manatos, 
president of the National Coordinated Ef-
fort and host of the event. 

If elected, Charlie Crist would be the 
first Cypriot-American in the U.S. Senate. 

His family originated from Gastria, Cy-
prus, now in the occupied zone. State 
Senator Crist passed a law in Florida re-
quiring prisoners to serve 85 percent of 
their term. His efforts to revive chain gangs 
for prisoners in his state has earned him 
the nickname "Chain Gang Charlie." 
Considered to be a rising star in politics, 
State Senator Crist's campaign for U.S. 
Senate has been covered by CNN news 
network, The Today Show, and . 
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DR. CANELLOS RECEIVES 
SCIENTIFIC AWARD 

Dr. George P. Canellos, William 
Rosenberg Professor of Medicine at 

Harvard Medical School and Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, was the recipient of the 
Distinguished Scientific Award from the 
American Society of Clinical Oncology 
(ASCO), an organization of more than 
10,000 national and international cancer 
specialists. He is a past president of the 
organization. 

Dr. Canellos was recognized for his pio- 

name has been established at Dana-Farber. 

REV. DR. DOMBALIS 
SPEAKS AT COMMENCEMENT 

The Very Rev. Dr. Constantine N. 
Dombalis, D.D., D.H.L., Dean Emeri-

tus of the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of 
Virginia in Richmond, was the baccalau-
reate speaker at the recent commencement 
of the College of William and Mary in 
Williamsburg, VA. Approximately 2,500 
guests attended the interfaith baccalaure-
ate service. The College of William and 
Mary is the second oldest college in the 
United States of America, founded in 1693 
through a charter and funds granted by 
King William III and Queen Mary II of 
England. 

Rev. Dombalis was appointed by Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter to serve on the United 
States Holocaust Commission and was 
appointed Ambassador Delegate to the 
38th General Assembly of the United Na-
tions by President Ronald Reagan. He 
served as the spiritual leader of some 700 
families of the Cathedral of Virginia from 
his ordination in 1954 until his retirement 
in 1996. Rev. Dombalis is retired from 
the Board of the First Union National Bank 
in Richmond, and the Board of Trustees 
of the Commonwealth University of Vir-
ginia and the Medical College of Virginia. 
The former chairman of the Virginia De-
partment of Rehabilitation, he also served 
as president of the alumni association at 
the Holy Cross Seminary. Named as one 
of the 100 Outstanding Citizens of Rich- 

neer work in chemotherapy, especially in 
the treatment of breast cancer, leukemia, 
and lymphoma. He has also been awarded 
honorary fellowships in the Royal College 
of Physicians of both Great Britain and 
Scotland, distinctions that are rarely of-
fered to scientists outside of the United 
Kingdom. He has a bibliography of over 
300 publications and has been the editor 
of four books, including a newly released 
comprehensive volume entitled The 
Lymphomas. Dr. Canellos was recently re-
elected to a third term as editor-in-chief of 
the Journal of Clinical Oncology. 

The founding Chief of Medical Onco-
logy at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 
Dr. Canellos is currently medical director 
for developing a cancer care network of 
hospitals in association with Dana-Farber/ 
Partners Cancer Care, a joint venture com-
bining cancer treatment programs at Dana-
Farber with those of Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital and Brigham and Women s 
Hospital. An annual lectureship in his 
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THE PATRIARCH PRAISES WORK OF IOCC 

The chairman and members of the International Orthodox Christian Charities, based in Balti-
more, MD, recently visited the Ecumenical Patriarchate and field offices in Athens, Belgrade 
and Tbilsi. "As Ecumenical Patriarch I wholeheartedly support the mission of IOCC in the 
service of the poor... It is a common sacred task.. I ask all those who are able to assist and 
contribute to do so for the common benefit. IOCC is also a vehicle for cooperation of the sister 
Orthodox churches - we need this inter-Orthodox unity not only in the area of philanthropy but 
also as a broader spectrum", said the Patriarch. Pictured above are, I. to r., Mr. Leonidas 
Kapetanakis, IOCC Board Member, Fr. Leonid Kishkovsky, IOCC Board Member, His All Ho-
liness, the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, Mr. Charles Ajalat, IOCC Chairman of the 
Board, and The Rev. Deacon Taracios. 

mond, Rev. Dombalis established the Rich-
mond International Airport Interfaith 
Chapel in 1995. 

ERNIE ANASTOS 
LAUNCHES TV SERIES 

opular television anchorman Ernie p 
Anastos recently launched Our Fam-

ily, a new television series on family val-
ues hosted by psychotherapist and author, 
Dr. Peter M. Kalellis. After reading his 
book, Pick Up Your Couch and Walk, Mr. 
Anastos was impressed with Dr. Kalellis 
comments on mass media's influence on 
our mind and behavior. Mr. Anastos con-
vinced Dr. Kalellis to host the TV program 
saying, "There's an audience out there for 
your material. Many people would ben-
efit by a program that deals honestly with 
marriage and family problems." 

Mr. Anastos helped produce six half-
hour programs that initially aired over 
Larchmont Mamaroneck community tele-
vision in May. Each program was aired 
five times over local channels 14, 15, and 
16. Dr. Kalellis hopes that through televi-
sion he will be able to reach more people, 
helping them as he does in his private prac-
tice. "Although it is too early to assess 
the success of such an effort, in time the 
response of the audience will tell us 
whether or not the series will continue. Our 
hopes are high," said Dr. Kalellis. 

TRIBUTE FOR WILLIAM 
HENRY OLDKNOW 

At
tribute  dinner was held recently at 
he Saint Sophia Fellowship Hall in 

Los Angeles, CA to honor William Henry 
Oldknow for his extensive work and con-
tributions to the St. Nicholas Ranch, which 
is located east of Fresno. Following the 
acquisition of the ranch, Mr. Oldknow 
purchased an adjoining building which the 
Board of Trustees named "Louise Cot-
tage" in honor of his mother, Louise 
Scruggs Oldknow. The cottage is noiev the 
site of the Holy Monastery of the 
Theotokos, the Living Spring. It is the first 
Greek Orthodox monastery in the diocese 
of San Francisco. A founding father of 
the ranch and a member of the original 
board of directors, Mr. Oldknow was in-
strumental in the initial fundraising efforts 
for its development. 

After a tour in the U.S. Navy, Mr. Old-
know began working for Fox West Coast 
Theaters and later began his own drive-in 
theater in San Diego, which eventually 
became the Sero Amusement Company. 
He has been chairman and president since 
1947. A pioneer in drive-in theaters, Mr. 
Oldknow was very prominent in the field 
of film distribution. This extended to 
Greece, where Sero worked with Skouras 
Films in Athens. 

In 1961 he joined the Greek Orthodox 
Church and remarried his wife, Consta-
ntina Skouras, under Patriarch Athena-
goras at the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Ac-
tive in his participation and support of 
Saint Sophia Cathedral, Mr. Oldknow 
helped in the fundraising for the cathedral 
community center, joined the board of di-
rectors, and was appointed a member of 
the Archdiocesan Council. In 1981 he was 
appointed to the Cathedral Foundation 
Board of Trustees. He is chairman of the 
Sacred and Liturgical Arts Committee of 
the Cathedral, and was instrumental in the 
planning and restoration of the mosaics and  

the sponsoring of the dome. In 1996 he 
established the Fr. Leonidas Contos Me-
morial Fund to provide an appropriate re-
membrance of the Dean emeritus. This has 
now been completed with the installation 
of the mosaic of the Holy Altar Table. 

Mr. Oldknow is also one of the found-
ing trustees of Leadership 100, the endow-
ment fund for the Greek Orthodox Church 
in America. He and his wife have four 
daughters, Elizabeth, Theodora, Consta-
ntina, and Theresa, and five grandchildren. 
They have resided in San Marino, CA since 
1953. 

PETER STAMAS 
HONORED BY MASONS 

peter Stamas of Arlington, MA, was 
.1 honored recently at a Table Lodge by 
the Massachusetts Lodge, AF & AM. He 
is well known for his religious conviction, 
many business ventures, and participation 
in numerous fraternal and social organi-
zations. The 84-year-old Mr. Stamas was 
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born in Cambridge, MA and graduated 
from Northeastern University Law School 
with an LLB degree. He served in the 
Cambridge City Solicitor's Office, on the 
staff of the Attorney General of Massachu-
setts, and worked for the Office of Price 
Administration. He became a Mason in 
1942 and has been a loyal member for the 
past 55 years. He has been affiliated with 
the Massachusetts Lodge since 1990. 

Mr. Stamas is a founding member and 
former vice president of the Hellenic 
Square and Compass Club and is currently 
on the board of directors. In addition to 
his Masonic service, he has been active in 
AHEPA since 1928. A member of the At-
hens Chapter #24 in Boston since 1946, 
Mr. Stamas has served longer in office as 
secretary, vice president, and as seven-time 
president of the chapter than any other 
member. At the Bay State District #8 
level, he has been a delegate for the past 
40 years. On the national level, he has been 
a delegate to the convention for over 40 
years, was Supreme Governor in 1974-75, 
a member of the board of trustees in 1981-
84, and treasurer of the board in 1984-85. 
He was elected Supreme Treasurer in 
1991-92, and serves on the executive board 
of the Cooley s Anemia Foundation. 

Mr. Stamas has served on the boards of 
the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Boston 
and St. Athanasius Church in Arlington. 
In 1929, he founded the Friendly Associa-
tion of Greek Youth in the YMCA. He is 
a past president of Helicon and the 
Demosthenes Democratic Club, and a 
founder and charter member of the Hel-
lenic American Societies and Communi-
ties of Greek Orthodox Churches of New 
England. 

Mr. Stamas has been a founder, co-
founder, and owner of four different com-
panies: Lehigh Metal Products Co.; Boggs 
Supply; Stamas Metals; and Technicon 
Products Co. 

Professor Marjorie Housepian 
Dobkin recently gave a lecture on Smyrna 
1922: The Destruction of a City, at 
Hunter College in New York City. The 
lecture was sponsored by the Greek Ameri-
can University Professionals, Inc. in asso-
ciation with the Artemis Hellenic Club of 
Hunter College. 

James J. Katon has been elected vice 
president of the Greater Boston Chapter 

of the Appraisal Institute. The Appraisal 
Institute is the leading national real estate 

appraisal organization. Mr. Katon is the 
principal of Katon Appraisal & Consult-
ing, a Leominster-based real estate consult-
ing firm. He specializes in commercial and 
industrial real estate in Worcester and 
Middlesex counties and health care prop-
erties throughout the state of Massachu-
setts. 

George Zambouras has been named 
town engineer for Winchester, MA. He 
was most recently director of engineering 
and former chief of the Department of 
Public Works for the city of Beverly, MA. 

Evangelos Pantazoglou, aeronautical 
engineer and former technical advisor to 
Olympic Airways, presented his photo-
graphs of his native island of Siphnos at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
recently. Siphnos in Apollonian Light, was 
an audio-visual presentation of color pho-
tographs accompanied by the music of sev-
eral Greek composers. The event was 
sponsored by The Greek Institute, Alpha 
Omega, Helicon, and the Hellenic students 
at MIT. 

Archbishop Iakovos was presented 
with the Third Annual Rabbi Marc H. 
Tanenbaum Award for the Advancement 
of Interreligious Understanding. Former 
Archbishop Iakovos received his award at 
the Marc H. Tanenbaum Award Ceremony 
and Memorial Lecture where he was hon-
ored with others who have worked to pro- 

GREEK-AMERICANS 
COAST TO COAST 

Stella Economou, assistant principal of 
Bronx High School of Science, and Miltos 
Matthias, pianist/musician, are the recipi-
ents of the Hellenic American Educators 
Association/UFT 1997 awards for Educa-
tor of the Year and Educator Through the 
Arts, respectively. 
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mote religious pluralism. 
Ernest A. Villas, director of the Arch-

diocese Department of Religious Educa-
tion has retired. Mr. Villas was appointed 

to the office in January 1982 by Arch-
bishop Iakovos. He was previously direc-
tor of the Department of Laity, which be- 

came the Department of Church and Soci-
ety. He was instrumental in establishing 
the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festi-
val and organizing DOXA, the Greek Or-
thodox Religious Educators Association. 
Mr. Villas and his family are active mem-
bers of the St. Demetrios Church in We-
ston, MA. 

The Hellenic Cultural Association 
honored four outstanding Greek Ameri-
cans with Axios Awards at the organiza-
tion's fifth annual Founder's Day Banquet 
held recently at the Hellenic Memorial Cul-
tural Center in Salt Lake City, UT. The 
honorees were: Honorable State Senator 
George E. Mantes, prominent business 
leader and civic leader; William A. 
Kandas, executive director of the Greek 
Orthodox community; Diamand Z. Miles, 
philanthropist and benefactor; and George 
Roumpos, distinguished Greek pioneer 
who observed his 100th birthday in De-
cember 1996. 

Honorable Leon Marinakos, cultural 
attache to the Consulate General of Greece 
in Chicago presented Continuity: Origins 
in Greece, Reality in America, an illus- 

trated lecture on the dynamics of the Greek 
experience in America at the Hellenic 
Museum and Cultural Center. Mr. 
Marinakos has lectured at the Art Institute 
of Chicago several times on themes of an-
tiquity and Byzantium and their presence 
in America. He has also served as presi-
dent of the Classical Art Society of the Art 
Institute from 1990 until 1992. 

Marie Cosindas, noted Boston photog-
rapher, has a major exhibition of her work 
on view at the Fitchburg Art Museum in 
Fitchburg, MA. The exhibition entitled 
Marie Cosindas Photographs: Then and 
Now, will continue through mid-June. 
Formally trained in the commercial arts, 
she graduated from Boston's Modern 
School of Design and studied at the Bos-
ton Museum School. 

After a one-woman show at the Mu-
seum of Modern Art in New York City in 
1966, her work has been shown interna-
tionally and is held in permanent collec-
tions at the Museum of Modern Art, the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Boston 
Museum of Fine Arts, the Art Institute of 
Chicago, and George Eastman House. 
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Major donation was made recently by Dr. Mary Dichios, who is shown with Dr. Theodosios 
Kioutas, at left, and John Regas. 

Dr. Mary Dochios received a Distin-
guished Service Award from Christ Hos-
pital in Chicago, IL for her dedication to 
the care of children and support of Hope 
Children's Hospital (affiliated with Christ 

Hospital). Dr. Dochios was recently hon-
ored for her major donation to the Greek 
American nursing home project in Chi-
cago. She is a member of St. Nicholas 
Church in Oak Lawn. 

In Memoriam 
Paul ( Dejerenis) Denis, one of Greek 

America s most notable journalists passed 
away recently after a long illness. He was 
86 years old. Mr. Denis was an entertain-
ment writer who reported on the lives of 
the rich and famous in the 1930s through 
1950s. During his long career, he wrote 
for the New York Star, The Billboard, and 
the New York Post, and later founded the 
soap opera magazine Daytime TV. From 
1986 to 1989, he was a contributing editor 
to The Greek American. 

Alexandra Apostolides Sonenfeld, the 
founder of the Daughters of Penelope has 
passed away. Alexandra Apostolides 
Sonenfeld immigrated to the United States 
with her family at age ten. She was the 
daughter of a priest, Father Michael 
Mandelas, who served several parishes in 
the South before settling in Fresno, CA. 
Mrs. Sonenfeld graduated from high 
school in San Francisco and earned her  

bachelor of arts degree from the Univer-
sity of California. She married Dr. 
Emmanuel Apostolides and they had three 
children, Alex, Cloe, and Zoe. Dr. 
Apostolides was active in AHEPA, and in 
the early 1920s she began to think seri-
ously about launching a women's auxil-
iary unit. After his death, she later mar-
ried Howard Sonenfeld, who also shared 
her cultural pursuits. By 1927 she had for-
mulated a plan for a national women's or-
ganization, and in 1929 she founded the 
first chapter. By 1939 there were 96 chap-
ters of the Daughters of Penelope. Today 
there are 280 active chapters across the 
country with a membership of 12,000. A 
memorial service for Alexandra 
Apostolides Sonenfeld was held recently 
at the Annunciation Cathedral in San Fran-
cisco with Rev. Stephen Kyriacou offici-
ating. Daughters of Penelope Grand Presi-
dent Joanne V. Hologittas gave a eulogy 
in her memory. 
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