
The Glory of Byzantium 
at the Metropolitan Museum 

Monumental frescoes and mosaics, finely 
wrought jewelry, and piquantly decorated 
ceramics from museums and monasteries 
throughout Greece will be featured in The 
Glory of Byzantium at The Metropolitan Mu
seum of Art, the first major exhibition ever 
to focus on the art of the Middle Byzantine 
Empire (843-1261). To be seen in New York 
only, this extraordinary showing of more than 
350 masterpieces will be on public view from 
March II through July 6, 1997. 

Organized with the close cooperation of 
the Greek Ministry of Culture, the exhibition 
is made possible by Alpha Banking Group. • 
Sponsorship is provided by Citibank. Sup- .. 
port is provided by Papastratos S.A. Addi
tional assistance has been received from the 
Foundation for Hellenic Culture, 
Marinopoulos Group, Halyvourgiki Inc., 
Constantine Angelopoulos and Mrs. Yell 
Papayannopoulou, and anonymous donors. 
Assistance in the United States has been re
ceived from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities . An indemnity has been granted 
by the Federal Council on the Arts and the 
Humanities. 

Philippe de Montebello, Director of The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, stated: "The 
major Byzantine monuments surviving on its 
lands attest to Greece' s role as one ofthe key 
regions of the Byzantine Empire. We are de
lighted to be able to include monumental 
works of art from Greece in this exhibition, 
and we are especially thankful to the Hellenic 
Ministry of Culture for their splendid sup
port. The Glory of Byzantium will provide 
recognition of the importance of Greece in 
one ofthe greatest eras of civilization and will 
enable visitors of Greek descent to explore 
the significance of their heritage during a 
period in history that has never before been 
the subject ofa major museum exhibition." 

The Liturgical Homilies of Saint Gregory Nazianzenos (frontispiece) Byzantine 
(Constantinople), 1136-55. 

Approximately forty objects from some 19 
museums and monasteries throughout Greece 
are among the most important works repre
senting the empire in the exhibition. Among 
the major monasteries participating will be 
St. John the Theologian on Patmos, the Iveron 
Monastery on Mt. Athos, and the Vlatadon 
Monastery in Thessalonike. The Monastery 
of St. Catherine at Mt. Sinai in Egypt will 
participate in an exhibition for the first time 
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in its history. 
The exhibition will also feature master

pieces from the major museums and church 
treasuries of more than 20 other nations. In
cluded will be icons, mosaics, frescoes, ivo
ries, enamels, silks, stone carvings, gems, 
ceramics, manuscripts, coins, jewelry, and 
gold and silver liturgical objects. 

Greece's central role among the empire's 
territories will be emphasized by the instal
lation of monumental mosaics, frescoes, 

transenna panels, and a templon beam from 
the churches in Greece to evoke the interior 
of a Middle Byzantine church. Jewelry from 
the major Byzantine museums of Athens and 
Thessalonike will display the height of the 
empire's secular culture, while ceramics from 
Corinth will speak of daily life. The works 
from Greece will often be united with objects 
related in style, medium, or iconography from 
the collections of other countries to provide 
a new understanding of Byzantine culture. 
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The exhibition will be accompanied by a 
fully illustrated, 600-page catalogue. An ex
tensive program of educational events for 
visitors to the Museum, scholars, teachers, 
and students will be offered by the Metro
politan in conjunction with the exhibition. In 
addition, the Museum will organize educa
tional programs directed specifically to the 
Greek community in the New York area. 

The curators for The Gloryof By=antium 
will be William D. Wixom, the Michel David
Weill Chairman of Medieval Art and The 
Cloisters; and Helen C. Evans, Associate 
Curator for Early Christian and Byzantine 
Art, Department of Medieval Art, with the 
invaluable support ofMahrukh Tarapor, As
sociate Director for Exhibitions. 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art is one 
ofthe world's largest and finest art museums. 
Its collections include more than two million 
works of art spanning 5,000 years of world 
culture, from prehistory to the present and 
from every part of the globe. Founded in 
1870, the Museum is located in New York 
City's Central Park along Fifth Avenue. Last 
year it was visited by 4.7 million people. 

The Second Golden Age of Byzantine 
civilization, from the mid-ninth to the mid-
13th century, set a standard of imperial el
egance and artistic quality for both contem
porary Europe and the Islamic East. 

The exhibition is made possible by Alpha 
Banking Group. Sponsorship is provided by 
Citibank. Support is provided by Papastratos 
S.A. 

Additional assistance has been received 
from the National Endowment for the Hu
manities, the Foundation for Hellenic Culture, 
Marinopoulos Group, Halyvourgiki Inc ., 
Constantine Angelopoulos and Mrs . Yeli 
Papayannopoulou, and anonymous donors. 
An indemnity has been granted by the Fed
eral Council on the Arts and the Humanities. 

Philippe de Montebello, Director of the 
Metropolitan Museum, stated: "The Glory of 
Byzantium will illuminate in dazzling inten
sity the complex currents that characterized 
the Middle Byzantine centuries. The exhibi
tion will bring to the public an awareness of 
the culture of a now-lost empire and its in
fluence far beyond its borders, on a level that 
has heretofore never been attempted. It is the 
successor to the Metropolitan Museum's 
landmark 1977 exhibition' Age of Spiritual
ity' which brought new attention to the first 
centuries of the Byzantine Empire, when the 
traditions of classical and late antiquity were 
transformed by the rise of Christianity and 
the Judaic world." 

The Glory of Byzantium will incorporate 
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Bracelet, one of a pair. Byzantine (Thessalonike), 10th century. 

masterpieces from major museums in the drawn from the Metropolitan Museum's own 
United States, Greece, the Russian Federa- collection. Works from Turkey represent both 
tion, the Vatican, France, Germany, Turkey, the historic role of Constantinople (now 
Great Britain, Hungary, Italy, Denmark, Aus- Istanbul) as the capital of Byzantium and the 
tria, Poland, the Netherlands, Switzerland, interaction of Byzantine art with Islamic cul
Israel, Belgium, and Spain, along with works ture. In addition, the participation of Ukraine, ........... ~ ............ --.................................................. ~~ ........ ~ ................ -. 
Greek Broadcasting Network of New York 
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Bulgaria, Georgia, Cyprus, and Syria in the 
exhibition will mark the beginning of an his
toric new collaboration between these coun
tries and the Museum. Works from Orthodox 
monasteries such as Iveron on Mt. Athos, St. 
John the Theologian on Patmos, Greece, and 
st. Catherine' s at Mount Sinai, Egypt, which 
in their long history have never before lent 
abroad, will add special significance to the 
exhibition ' s exploration of the Byzantine 
church. 

The exhibition will feature more than 350 
works of art, including mosaics, frescoes, ivo
ries, enamels, silks, stone carvings, gems, 
ceramics, gold and silver secular and liturgi
cal objects, and icons. Broadly structured in 
four parts, The Glory of Byzantium will first 
demonstrate the richness of Middle Byzan
tine culture through many of the finest ex
amples of its artistic heritage, a synthesis of 
the religious, aesthetic, and cultural influ
ences that flowed into and out of the empire 
and its capital at Constantinople The exhibi
tion will then explore the significant relation
ship of Byzantium to the art and culture of 
such neighboring peoples as the Rus ' and 
Bulgarians to the north, Armenians and Geor
gians to the east, and Syrian and Egyptian 
Christians to the far south. Finally, the exhi
bition will document the diffusion of By zan
tine cultural influence far beyond its borders, 
including its emulation by, and interaction 
with, Islamic states in the Near East and 
Christian kingdoms in the Latin West. 

The Religious and Secular 
Culture 

The first section of the exhibition will be 
devoted to the dual roles of the empire-as a 
great political state, with its capital city of 
Constantinople, and as the center of Chris
tian orthodoxy in the East. Through the pre
sentation of both religious and secular art, 
including the schematic recreation of a church 
interior, the exhibition will identify the char
acteristic modes of artistic expression that 
resulted in a rich visual language throughout 
the breadth of the Byzantine Empire. 

Among the objects in the exhibition that 
will exemplify the religious art ofthe period 
are the inlaid marble icon ofSt. Eudokia from 
the Archaeological Museum in Istanbul, Tur
key, a double processional icon with Virgin 
Hodegetria on front and Man of Sorrows on 
back, from the Metropolis Church in Kastoria, 
Greece, and the richly decorated frontispiece 
of The Liturgical Homilies of Saint Gregory 
of Na:::ian:::inos from the Monastery of Saint 
Catherine, in Sinai, Egypt. Examples of secu
lar art will include one of a pair of gold and 
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cloisonne enameled bracelets from the Mu
seum of Byzantine Culture in Thessalonike, 
Greece, and the Veroli casket, an ivory box 
covered with scenes from classical mythol
ogy now in the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London. 

Byzantium's Impact on Neigh
boring States 

The second section ofthe exhibition will 
address the multi-cultural composition ofthe 
Middle Byzantine Empire exploring the in
teraction of the empire's culture with that of 
its immediate Christian neighbors and ri
vals-including the conversion ofthe Slavic 
people to Eastern Orthodoxy, an event oflast
ing historical significance. Ukraine, Russia, 

and Bulgaria are lending works of exceptional 
importance to demonstrate Byzantium's in
teraction with the Slavs, including the monu
mental mosaic of Saint Stephen from Kiev, 
Ukraine; the Staraia Riazan' necklace from 
The Kremlin, Moscow, and the great neck
lace from the Preslav Treasure, now in the 
National History Museum, Sofia, Bulgaria. 
Byzantium's interaction with its east Chris
tian neighbors will be represented by elabo
rately decorated manuscripts from the Arme
nian Mechitaristi Monastery at San Lazzaro, 
Venice. 

Byzantium'S continuing relationship to the 
Christians now in Islamic lands will be seen 
through fresco fragments from The National 
Museum, Damascus, Syria and the Studium 

The Alpha Omega Council 
will honor its late founder by presenting the 

Fifth Annual 

Peter Agris 
Memorial ScholarShip 

One $5.000 non-renewable scholarship 
at their annual awards dinner 
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Greek American heritage 
Journalism m~or (undergraduate) 

Class of '97, '98 or '99 
Active in school/community/church groups 

3.0 GPA 
Full-time student 
Financial need 

Send for an application to: 
The Peter Agris Memorial Scholarship Committee, 

c/o The Hellenic Chronicle, 
5-6 Franklin Commons, Framingham, MA 01701 

Applications must be returned by March L 1997. 
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Biblicum Franciscanum Museum in Jerusa
lem, Israel, as well as such icons as The Heav
enly Ladder of John Klimax from the Mon
astery of Saint Catherine in Sinai, Egypt. 

Byzantium's Interaction with 
the Islamic East 

This section ofthe exhibition will illumi
nate the reciprocal nature of Byzantine and 
Islamic influences. Two exceptional manu
scripts from the library ofthe Topkapi Saray 
Museum, Istanbul, represent Islamic transla
tions of Byzantine texts. Silk textiles from 
the church treasuries of Auxerre and Sens in 
France, and such institutions as The Cleve
land Museum of Art, and The Cooper-Hewitt 
Museum in New York, will demonstrate the 
interaction of Islamic and Byzantine motifs 
in these centuries. The unique copper gilt and 
cloisonne bowl with Islamic inscriptions and 
the Apotheosis of Alexander, from the Tiroler 
Landesmuseum Ferdinandeum in Innsbruck, 
Austria, will be the centerpiece of this gal
lery. 

Byzantium's Interaction with 
the Latin West 

The final galleries will examine the inter
action of Middle Byzantine art with that of 
western Europe from Italy through 
Scandinavia and Germany to France, England 
and Spain. The variety of ways in which Byz
antine art reached the West will be explored, 
including the Byzantine territorial posses
sions in South Italy, trade and diplomatic 
exchanges, marital connections to Germany, 
and Crusader spolia. 

The Reliquary of Saint Anastasios the 
Persian in the shape of a cupola church, from 
Aachen, Germany, will be among the Byz
antine works included that are known to have 
been brought to the Latin West during the 
Middle Byzantine centuries. The Madonna 
and Child by the Italian artist Berlinghiero 
(d. 1242) from the collection of The Metro
politan Museum of Art will be one of the 
outstanding examples of western art influ
enced by Byzantium. 

Related Programs 
An extensive program of educational 

events for visitors to the Museum, scholars, 
teachers, and students will be offered by the 
Metropolitan in conjunction with the exhibi
tion. A two-day conference of international 
scholars, scheduled for May 23-24, 1997 and 
open to the public, will present the diverse 
traditions of scholarship on this era of Byz
antine history. There also will be school tours, 
programs for students, family programs, pro
grams for teachers, public lectures; introduc-
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Plaque of a dance from the Crown ofCons
tantine Monomachos 11 th century. 

tory talks; films; a series of concerts on mu
sic of the Middle Byzantine era; and subscrip
tion programs. In addition, there will be spe
cial programs about Byzantine art at The 
Cloisters, the branch of the Metropolitan 
Museum located in Manhattan's Fort Tryon 
Park that is devoted to the art of Medieval 
Europe. 

The exhibition will be accompanied by a 
fully illustrated catalogue which will serve 
as both a textual and visual record of the ex
hibition. Published by The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, and distributed by Harry N. 
Abrams Inc., the catalogue will be available 
in both softcover and hardbound editions in 
the Museum's bookshops and at bookstores 
nationwide. 

There will be an Acoustiguide to the ex
hibition, narrated by Philippe de Montebello 
and featuring music of the Byzantine era in 
the background. 

A complimentary brochure, with descrip
tions of the major sections of the exhibition, 
will be available at the entrance to the exhi
bition. There also will be a complimentary 
Family Guide for children and accompany
ing adults. 

BOll°f)O'tE 
tU KUpKl vonuOf) 
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The First Greeks in America and 
the St. Photios National Shrine 

I By DR. G.C. KIRIAKOPOULOS I 

For the Greeks of America, the his 
tory oftheir presence on the North 
American continent, as colonists, 

began in the Spring of 1768. Prior to that 
year other Greeks had set foot on this con
tinent not as colonists but rather as indi
vidual seamen, mercenaries, and soldiers 
of fortune. 

In the early months of 1768, several 
hundred Greeks left their homes in Smyr
na, Asia Minor, Crete, and Mani, in order 
to escape the suffering of poverty and the 
soul-crushing oppression of the Ottpman 
Turks. These Greeks joined other refugees 
from the Mediterranean area and set forth 
upon a pilgrimage to the New World. They 
sailed across the heaving seas into an un
known future, seeking one great dream - a 
better life for themselves and for their fu
ture ch i ldren. In order to fulfill that dream, 
these pioneer Greeks were willing to in
denture themselves as "workers" for a short 
period of time in exchange for the prom
ise of freedom and a piece ofland in a dis
tant locale named Florida. 

Colonizing Great Britain's newly ac
quired land of Florida became the quest of 
a Scottish physician named Andrew Turn-

EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr. George C. Kiria
kopoulos is a professor at Columbia Uni
versity. He is the author of the internation
al best seller "Ten Days to Destiny- The 
Battle of Crete" and the more recent "The 
Nazi Occupation of Crete, 1941-1945." He 
has two additional books forthcoming: 
"When Duty Whispers Low" and "An 
American Saga." His articles have ap
peared in many national and internation
al publications such as Life and the Lon
don Illustrated Times. He is an Archon of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and a mem
ber of the National Council of Archons. 
He is also a trustee of the St. Photios Na
tional Greek Orthodox Shrine in St. Au
gustine, Florida. 
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Sf. Photios Shrine on Sf. George St. 

bull. He and an associate, Sir William 
Duncan, each received a grant from the 
English government for a tract ofland with 
the stipulation that the land be settled with
in ten years. It was to be an economic en
deavor rather than to establish a colony for 
religious or humanitarian ideals. 

Andrew Turnbull was familiar with the 
plight of the Greeks in the Mediterranean 
for his wife was Greek, the daughter of a 
Greek merchant in Smyrna. Thus, he be
gan the enlistment of these Greeks who 
sought freedom in an unknown foreign 
land in order to escape the poverty and 
devastation wrought by the Turkish occu
pation. Turnbull originally planned to sail 
with only 500 Greek pilgrims, but by the 
time his eight ship's finally departed from 
Mahon, Minorca on March 28, 1768, his 
group had increased to 1403 refugees. 
They had come not only from Asia Minor, 
the Greek mainland, and the Grecian is
lands but also from Sicily and Majorca, 
many of whom bore Grecian names. 

It was a tortuous and difficult sea voy
age, and when these travellers finally land
ed in the port town that is now St. Augus-

tine, Florida, only 1255 of the original 
1403 had survived the lengthy voyage. 
Many had died from scurvy, the hardship 
of overcrowding, and the unsanitary con
ditions encountered during the ocean 
crossing. 

From St. Augustine, the Greeks and 
their fellow survivors travelled southward, 
under English authority, to form a new 
colony named New Smyrna, which Turn
bull aptly named after his wife's place of 
birth in Asia Minor. It is the same location 
of the city that bears that name today in 
Florida. 

These Greek pilgrims spent the next ten 
years in indentured service under English 
rule fighting against insurmountable odds 
of hunger, pestilence, and hard labor. Of 
the 500 Greeks that had landed a decade 
earlier at St. Augustine, only 200 had sur
vived the ordeal. They soon realized that 
they had fled the wrath of the Ottoman 
Turks only to become the slaves of the 
English taskmaster in this foreign land. 
These freedom-loving Greeks rebelled 
againstthis new oppressor, and 95 of them 
fled northward, taking their magre posses-
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sions and walking the 75 miles back to St. 
Augustine where they finally found peace, 
freedom, and the solemnity they had 
sought for the first ten years since their 
arrival in the New World. 

These 95 Greek survivors, took refuge 
in the Spanish home of a benefactor sym
pathetic to their plight, a Senior Estevan 
A vero, on St. George Street, just within 
the city gates. 

That A vero House, as it is called today, 
became the home for the first Greek Or
thodox settlers to come en masse to the 
North American continent. In that Avero 
House, these Greek pilgrims established 
the first Greek Orthodox chapel and first 
Greek School. It was in the A vero House 
that these early Greek pilgrims prayed and 
taught their children the Greek language 
and spoke to them of our heritage and cul
ture. The A vero House bacame our Ply
mouth Rock. These early Greek pilgrims 
represent our roots in America! They had 
landed on this continent in 1768-eight 
years before the American colonies re
belled against English rule and became the 
United States of America. Here, at the A ve
ro House, began our roots as Greek Or-

Chapelo/St. Photios 

thodox Christians on the North American 
continent. From here Greek Orthodoxy 
was to eventually spread to the rest of the 
United States. 

It was in 1982 that the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America 
completed the purchase of the A vero 

House and dedicated it as the National 
Greek Orthodox Shrine, and named it St. 
Photios, after what Byzantine historians 
consider to be the greatest of all Byzan
tine Patriarchs that ever occupied the Pa
triarchal Throne of Constantinople-St. 
Photios the Great. It was apty named, for 

r----------------------------------------, 
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just as Patriarch St. Photios the Great was 
instrumental in the spread of Christianity 
throughout the lands of eastern Europe 
such as Bohemia, Poland, Russia, and all 
the Slavic peoples, so the A vero House 
represents the nucleus for the spread of 
Greek Orthodox Christianity throughout 
the United States. 

This forthcoming February 6, 1997 rep
resents the feast day of st. Photios the 
Great. During that weekend of February 
6th to February 9th, the St. Photios Greek 
Orthodox National Shrine - the only Na
tional Shrine of our Greek Orthodox Arch
diocese- will celebrate the 15th Anniver
sary of its opening and dedication to that 
great Holy Patriarch. 

There, just 100 yards south of the City 
Gates of old St. Augustine, in the heart of 
the "Spanish Quarter" at 41 St. George 
Street- the oldest street in the United 
States-you will fmd the Plymouth Rock 
of all Hellenes in the United States, the St. 
Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine. 
Come and behold the St. Photios Chapel 
with its beautiful icons and learn about our 
roots in America. 
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Apokreas in Greece 
As in many other countries, pre-lenten 

carnival in Greece, is a time of meriment, 
mischief, and wild masquerade. The car
nival season encompasses the three weeks 
before Lent called apokreas meaning, 
'apo ', 'away from ' and 'kreas', 'meat' . 
The incorporation of pagan symbolism and 
celebrations into the Christian calendar 
sees no better example than the folk cus
toms of apokreas. A number of prominent 
Greek folkorists assert that the masquer
ading one sees during this season has its 
origins in the satirical goatplays of Class i
cal theatre. 

Many Greeks in North America may 
simply assume that the stories their par
ents or grandparents tell of the apokreas 
masquerades are no more than wild tales 
oflong forgotten traditions. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. Apokreas in all 
its festive and unexpected dimensions is 
still very much alive. Space does not al
low a full treatment of the complicated 
history of Greek carnival customs. It is 
enough to say that an unexpected combi
nation of strong rural attachment to local 
customs and tourism have each helped to 
preserve these unexpectedly wild celebra
tions. 

Structure of the Season 
The pre-lenten Carnival celebrations 

last three weeks. The first week is called 
Pr%ni (from pr%no to announce), the 
second week is known as Meat-eating 
week and the last is Cheese-week. The first 
week is said to announce the advent of the 
season while the other two mark a gradual 
transition into a period of fasting. 

During the course of the three weeks 
we can also note a transition of who cele
brates and where those celebrations occur. 
The season begins with women and chil
dren house-visiting and playing games to
gether. Gradually entire families partici
pate in both household celebrations and in 
parties at restaurants throughout the vil
lage or town. Finally during the course of 
the last week the public square and all the 
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Two Mnaflnovyepol,jrom Kali Vrisi. Drama - Photo by: George N Aikaterinidou. 

cafes, tavern as, and restaurants are com
pletely taken over by an exclusively male 
celebration. 

The last Sunday of carnival is followed 
by Kathara Dhefiera Clean Monday and 
is the first day of Orthodox Lent. The apex 
oflocal celebrations, whatever their form, 

most often takes place during the evening 
of this Sunday with the very height of the 
event occuring at midnight. 

The Archtypes 
Unquestionably the most fantastic ele

ment in all the apokreas observances are 
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Kopella Masquerader,from Skyros - Pho
to by: Joy Coulentianou. 

the traditional masqueraders. As with all 
Greek folk customs, throughout all the 
mainland and the islands, the exact name, 
type of traditional costume and expected 
behaviour of each masquerader-type are 
specific to the village or town in which they 
occur. The descriptions provided here of 
the masquaraders and their plays is a gen
eral composite, unless a specific location 
is given. 

To begin with, these masqueraders nev
er speak. The accepted term for all carni
val masquerades wherever they maybe in 
Europe is 'mummers', as in 'mums the 
word'. Their performances or plays, are all 
done without the benefit of dialogue, and 

so are called 'mime plays. 'Today, the cos
tuming can take on many forms. Tradition
ally there was a standard troupe of masked 
characters. Each parea of friends and fam
ily would don one or another of the cos
tumes and travel from house to house and 
cafe to cafe celebrating together. 

The Gheros and His Troupe 
The masquerades have a variety of 

names with Maskarades or Karnavaloi be
ing among the most common. In academ
ic writings the general term of Kalogeroi 
is now, most often, applied. The main 
masquerader is dressed from head to foot 
in animal-skins and bells. The hood can 
take several forms. At times it is a cone of 
tied-skin with an animal tail hanging down 
the front. In other cases the skin hangs 
down over the face with a hood pulled up 
over the head to hold it in place. Other 
variations on this animal-skin mask exist. 

Bells are also a feature of this main 
character's attire. Here, again, the exact 
number of bells, the types, and their ar
rangement on the masquerader are village
specific. A great deal of critical attention 
is given to sounding these bells properly. 
The kalogheroi always carry some kind of 
sword, staff, or leather bag of ashes with 
which they frighten and attack people in 
the crowded streets and tavernas. 

When other traditional characters ap
pear, the kalogheros always has some fe
male counter-part whose is called the 'Niji' 
or the 'Kopel/a.' Since, traditionally, the 
masquerades were only men this meant 
that men would don skirts and masks. Then 
some assortment of figures known various
ly as the gypsy, the janissary, and/or the 
frangos, meaning the Frankish European. 
As is clear by these sets of names, these 

A Vlach Masquerader at Verria,from The 
Nomads of the Balkans, by A. Wale and 
M. S. Thompson 1914. 

character-types play individuals who are 
seen as somehow 'outside' of everyday 
village society. 

The traditional costumes are elaborate, 
and today, often highly expensive ensem
bles. The animal-skin costumes, bronze 
bells and traditional swords of the gheroi 
can literally cost several hundred to liter
ally several thousands of dollars. 

The Mime Plays 
Some writers contend that these rural 
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Greek mime plays are first dramas prehis
toric man conceived. Whatever their his
torical origin and purpose there are a num
ber of plays that still see enactment during 
the apokreas season. Perhaps the most typ
ical is the 'Wedding' where the gheros and 
the nifi are married. Another often seen 
play-type is the 'Court' where someone is 
judged. And the play that is most often 
discussed in terms of ancient Greek cus
toms the 'plowing of the earth' with seeds 
cast about. 

Sometimes only the gheroi are present 
and no play sees enactment. In other vil
lages and towns some combination of 
kaloghero figure, troupe, and mime play 
occur. With tourism we now find a mob of 
people watching one play in the town 
square with some local apokreas songs 
being sung over the village loud speaker. 
Again, in response to the growth of tour
ism -- even in the most remote island or 
mountain village -- a suite of traditional 
dances may be presented after the play with 
local villagers all adorned in local cos
tumes performing. 

Singing of the Season 
There can be no apokreas celebrations 

without songs! In these songs we hear of 
life and death, freedom's worth, lost love, 
and that greatest lesson, e.g., how just as 
age begins to bring one real wisdom the 
body weakens as mortality must be recog
nized with by each and every individual. 

But if the gheroi don't speak then who 
does the singing? The village cafes, taver
nas and restaurants are awash with crowds 
of local men. Here choral singing ofholi
day songs ring out from dusk to the very 
early hours of dawn. In most locations 
there are several songs that are tradition
ally a part of local celebrations. Sometimes 
each member of the troupe will have their 
own specific song. As the various masquer
aders enter a taverna the pareas will begin 
to sing the song associated with the masked 
character. 

As in all folk traditions the world over 
the Greek apokreas songs have any num
ber oflocal variations. Some of these songs 
juxtapose the changes in the seasons to 
those in life. Here is a verse from the Ko-

rella's song from the island of Skyros: 

"Let me sing and be happy, let me play, let me 
laugh, 
youth is no longer for sale, I can't buy it back. 
I don't weep about death, I know I will die, 
I weep for the beautiful years that I'm losing, 
losing slowly. " 

In the Greek Macedonian town of So
hos there are any number of carnival songs. 
One song, Slamalis, 0 Stamatis, is in the 
general catagory of a kleftiko song fitted 
to the wider oral traditions oflocal apokre
an celebrations. Stamatis, said to have been 
a local Sohoian youth, was captured by 
Turkish troops while attempting to deliv
er a message. Stamatis was tortured and, 
because he would not renounce his Chris
tian faith, crucified. 
Mas piasan 0 Stamatis, Stamatis, 
They caught Stamatis, Stamatis 

Ton axio Pallikar, ton axio Pallikar, 
The worthy Pallikar, the worthy Pallikar. 

Ah, yia kane to stavro sou Stamati 
Ah, do your cross Stamati 
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Gia kanton tris fores, gia kanton tris fores. 
Do it three times, do it three times. 

Ena karnabali skotosane, mana mou, 
They killed a karnavalos, my mother 

Tora ton 0 exthros skotose, 
Just now the enemy killed him, 

Meta metaniose, alia den glitose 0 skotomenos. 
Later they changed their minds, but the victim 
did not escape. 

The Goat-dance 
What attracts the attention of every writ

er or observer of apokreas celebration is 
the so-called goat-dance of the kalogheroi. 
This dancing occurs when the individual 
gheros or some collection of the gheroi 
gather together to sound their bells. The 
reader should know that these bells can 
weigh anywhere between 60 lbs. to 125 
lbs. The animal-skin costumes are invari
ably hot and the masquerades aside from 
wearing these outfits for hours at a time 
have unquestionably been drinking. 

In the dead of night with the high moun
tain reaches only illuminated by the lights 
from the nearest cafenion these costumed 
figures swinging their swords and bottles 
are imposing figures. The goat-dance can 
be no more than a lone ghero dancing at a 
table with friends. Here the ghero sounds 
his bells in between the lyrical lines of the 
apokreas song his parea is singing. Col-

r 
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will at first cluster together in a tight group. 
Then, slowly, they will move away from 
each other carefully sounding their bells 
in a specific manner as they steadily form 
a large circle. As befits the symbolic na
ture of the celebration local men have de
scribed this movement as being similar to 
'the openning of a flower.' 

Once their group forms a large circle 
but before they move so far apart as to 
break that circle they sound their bells once 
again. 

This time the bells are sounded in yet 
another traditional pattern of controlled 
ringing. 

Time of the Season 
Similar masquerading customs exist 

throughout the Greek calendar year. The 
apokreas customs of the rural Greek coun
tryside are not often practiced among 
Greek-Americans. Oh, the occassional 
apokreas dinner-dance will take place. 
Some churches even sponsor costume balls 
during the pre-lenten season. But none of 
the mad Greek nasquerading is ever al
lowed in the streets of Ameriki. 

Arapis Masquerader, from the village of Nikisiani, Thessaly. The custom of Apan 'Olr; 
is celebrated on the 7th of January. All Unmarried men take part - Photo by: Dr. 
Alexandria Parafendidhou. 

In the efforts Greeks have made over 
the last one hundred years to find a place 
for themselves in North America they have 
had to make a number of concessions. 
Some of these changes have been for the 
good. Some we were simply forced to do. 
Perhaps, now, is a time when we can col
lectively re-evaluate those concessions. 
Perhaps, now is the season when we can 
learn to celebrate our traditional customs 
without worrying first -- what will the 
Americans think? You never know, they 
might want to join in and learn to sing our 
songs. 

lectivity the gheroi can choose to more or 
less simultaneously sound their bells at a 
cafenion as the late night early dawn sing
ing gradually becomes more communal. 

Or these goat-dances can take the form 
of a group dance. Again, in Sohos, the har
ness that holds the karnavalos ' set of five 
bells is tied such that the masquerader can 
pull the bells in a specific manner. The 
sounding of these bells can be done in an 
extremely precise intonation. In the cen
ter of the town square a collection of the 
karnavaloi will gradually gather. When 
enough masqueraders finally appear they 
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Greek Sons of the Prairie 

From the late 1850s until the early 
1900s Greek immigrants roamed and set
tled throughout the American West. More 
than one of these Greek pioneers was fat
ed to become not simply another faceless 
immigrant sodbuster, prospector, or drift
er but an active participant in the saga and 
lore of what we, today, call the Wild West. 
Unique in the annuals of Western history 
are the exploits and adventures of the 
Anatolian Greeks who came as scouts and 
caravan drivers for the United States Cav
alry. 

The United States Camel Corp 
Unquestionably, no more unique a gath

ering of Greek immigrants has ever ap
peared in North America than those who 
stepped onto the dock at Indianola, Texas 
on February 10, 1857 leading seventy-five 
camels onto the sandy loam. As the U.S. 
store ship Supply rolled and rocked in the 
harbor and the hard work of getting the 
camels on shore was under way, no one 
suspected that these dark-skinned strange
ly dressed pack outfitters were going to 
become some of the most colorful figures 
in the history of the Far West. The Greek 
drivers included George Caralambo 
(Greek George), Domingo Mimico Teodo
ra (called Mico in Texas), Michelo Gior
gios, Yanni Illiato, Giorgios Costi, Hagia
tis Yannaco (Long Tom), Anastasio Cor
alli (Short Tom), and Elias Calles. 

Mention is made of Arabs and Turks 
among their number as well. Given the 
misunderstandings and prejudices of the 
day it is not clear exactly what these des
ignations meant. We do know that at least 
one of these men was Hadji Ali, a Syrian, 
who earned the nickname 'Hi-Jolly.' Ex
isting accounts, however, have so far con
founded even the most dedicated schol
ars. Regrettably the mixing of document
ed fact with Western lore leaves much that 
is written about the US Camel Corp high
ly suspect. Consequently, exactly how 
many foreign pack-handlers were brought 
aboard the Supply and who they were in
dividually is not, now, fully known. 
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George Caralambo. (Greek George) 

Westward HO! 
Clearly the ever increasing amount of 

funding needed to provide transportation 
from the Missouri River to the Pacific 
Coast influenced Congress to import cam
els. Few, today, recall that in the 1800s 
the Intermountain West was known as the 
Great American Desert. 

In 1844 $871,000 was spent by the US 
Army Quartermaster Department. Six 
years later, while the size of the Army in 
the West had only increased by half, it cost 
five times what it did in 1844! This un
precedented increase was attributed to ... 
the vast extension of our territory. In 1850, 
alone, 8,000 horse shoes and 10,000 mule 
shoes were requisitioned. By 1851 the 
Army used ten times as many mules, hors-

es, and oxen that it did in 1845. Even this 
cursory review of the everyday factors of 
maintaining the cavalry in the West should 
clearly indicate why the experiment with 
a camel corp was not simply some roman
tic dream of the War Department. 

Caravan Westward 
After the contingent of men and ani

mals arrived, they made their way from 
Indianola through San Antonio to Fort De
fiance New Mexico. Initially lead by Ma
jor Henry C. Wayne once at Ft. Defiance 
the officers and drivers were placed under 
the supervision of Edward Fitzgerald 
Beale. This was a mistake. While a dis
tinguished officer, Beale had little respect 
for the project. Under Beale's command a 
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great deal of ill-will was created between 
the drivers and officers. 

Compounding this situation was the 
fact that government funding stopped. The 
War Department had made no provisions 
for funding the Camel Corp after its ar
rival. How this unit received funds is still 
not understood. 

As early as November 10, 1857 two 
camels and their drivers made it throught 
Cajon Pass into Los Angeles in advance 
of the larger train of animals then on their 
way from the Colorado River to Fort Te
jon. It is said that these two riders made 
the trip from San Bernardino to the Pueb
lo in just under eight hours. 

By January 1858 all the drivers except 
for Greek George and Hi-Jolly had quit 
the project. Lack of pay is most often cit
ed as the reason for this startling develop
ment. But more was certainly involved. 
Beale's general attitude was undoubtedly 
an affront to the proud and hard-working 
Anatolians. The issues that lead to the 
Civil War began to influence the daily in
teractions of the officers. 

A regular caravan system was put into 
operation across the rugged and harsh 
trails of Arizona, Nevada, Colorado, and 
Texas. Aside from the California camels, 
reports exist of "other camels being used 
to transport freight in Texas and the Gads
den Purchase." Camels were used through
out the Civil War making regular trips to 
and from Fort Tejon and Los Angeles and 
on to the Drum Barracks at Wilmington. 

Western Intrigue 
Problems developed that had to do 

nothing with camels but with the politics 
of men. Major Henry C. Wayne was with 
the Camel project from the very beginning 
as is evident from the 1857 US Govern
ment publication 'Reports Upon The Pur
chase, Importation and use of Camels and 
Dromedaries, to be Employed For Mili
tary Purposes, according to Act of Con
gress of March 3, 1855 Made under the 
Direction of Secretary of War, /855-'56-
'57. We know that Wayne joined the Con
federacy. Jefferson Davis, who as Secre
tary of War had proposed and supported 
the Camel Corp became the President of 
the Confederacy. Beale was for the Union. 

Given the politics and associations of 
that era we can be certain that the experi
ment in the Camel Corp became associ-
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ated - and so discredited - with the Con
federacy. 

It is reported over and over that the 
camels were unpopular with the cavalry 
soldiers and the 'mule-whackers' as well 
as the other pack animals. None but Greek 
George and Hi-Jolly seemed able to man
age the camels. 

Hidden in these compliants may be a 
number of economic issues. Camels can 
carry 600 to 800 lbs each. That is twice 
what a horse or mule can carry. Camels 
traveling over rough terrain can carry that 
weigh an average of 1 00 miles a day. Cam
els also live to be seventy to eigthy years 
old and are productive as pack-animals for 
much greater length of their lives than 
horses or the best mule. 

The exasperation expressed by all the 
Americans, who wanted nothing to do 

with the "humped backed brutes, " may
have been no· more than these men pro
tecting their jobs. A life-time of invest
ment could well be riding on the backs of 
a mule-team. The costs of this eqipment 
and the livelyhood it insured was at risk 
should camels take the place of horses and 
mules. 

Also all the Army's infrastructure al
ready in place in the West was geared to
ward horses and mules. The harness or 
saddle of a horse can be fitted to a mule 
but never to a camel. Caring for the cam
els was frustrated by the stables and cor
rals of the Western forts - all built at con
siderable expense -- that were simply not 
suited to the different physical require
ments of camels. Work in the newly built 
Western forts was hard enough without 
facing the possibility that it would all have 
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to be re-fitted for the needs of camels. 
In the end the Civil War absorbed Con

gress with 'more serious matters than cam
els'. In November 1863 the remaining 
camels were sent to auction near San Fran
cisco. 

Fate ofthe Camels 
Soon after Samuel McLeneghan, one 

of the largest buyers of these camels, died 
at Fort Yuma. Greek George and Hi Jolly 
who had worked for McLeneghan as driv
ers decided to tum the camels loose. And 
hereafter the camels entered the legends 
of the West. 

These legends abound. 'The Red Ghost' 
was the camels with a man's body tied to 
his back that roamed the desert appearing 
at the window of more than one isolated 
settler's home during the late 1800s. It is 
said the Indians claimed one of these wan
dering camels had come into disfavor with 
the spirits and had been turned into Cam
elback Mountain near Phoenix. 

Some camels, it is reported, were later 
captured and either put into zoos or sold 
to circuses. Unconfirmed reports state that 
some of the Anatolian camels ended up 
with Hagiatis Yannaco (Long Tom) at the 
Ringling Brothers Circus. One of the cam
els "Old Topsy" died at Los Angeles' Grif
fin Park Zoo in April 1934 having almost 
reached the age of 100. 

Songs of Greek George 
George Caralambo (1838-1913) proved 

such a memorable figure to Western sto
ry-tellers they spun endless tales around 
the fabled 'Greek George.' In the trip from 
Texas to California George is said to have 
swam a storm-flooded river with the stron
gest camel. 

The Anatolian Greek is said to have 
fought bravely beside American cavalry 
troops in several engagements with Indi
ans. We learn something about George's 
appearance from these stories in that he 
had " ... a thatch of hair dense and bullet 
proof .. As a matter offact, an Indian ar
row in afight near Fort Mojave had struck 
him square in the jaw and barely scratched 
the flesh through that matted beard. " 

In 1878 George after his many years of 
scouting, packing and driving for the US 
Cavalry, was persuaded to seek somekind 
of government pension. In this quest mu
tual friends suggested he visit the writer 
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Charles F. Lummis. Lummis in his book 
Mesa, Canon and Pueblo (1938) records 
his meetings with Greek Caralambo. 

One incident is especially telling: 
"I coerced Greek George to stay ... He 

had never before sat at such a table and 
such a company; but he carried himself 
irreproachably, with the modest poise of 
his patriarchal kind, and gave a good ac
count of himself in conversation ... He sat 
beside Francis Fisher Browne of "The 
Dial," and opposite was that queen of the 
American stage, Helena Modjeska, and 
her husband, Count Bozenta, all of whom 
asked him many questions. 

When we had come well along in "com
munity singing," I begged Greek George 
to sing. "Surely, though you have forgot
ten Greek, you must remember the songs 
your mother taught you, the songs of when 
you were a boy." Timidly, leaning against 
the door-jamb, he began; and one by one, 
as he sang, the old folk-songs of his na
tive land came back to him. And tears ran 
down into his huge beard - and tears trick
led down the cheek of Mod jeska, and many 
others of that brilliant company were wet
eyed. He was no singer; but, lost in mem
ory and emotion, he held us spellbound 
for half an hour." 

Forgotten by the government that he 
had served to the best of his ability, no 
recognition was ever offered during his 
life-time. On June 30, 1956 a small mar
ble monument was placed at the head of 
George Caralambo's grave. 

The ill-fated United States Camel Corp. 
is mor than a mere footnote in the history 
of the American West. Many US Army 
trails were initially explored and then es
tablished by these intrepid Anatolians. In 
some of the most deadly and pitched bat
tles between Apaches and the United 
States cavalry, the Greeks acquitted them
selves with honor. During the darkest days 
of the Civil War these immigrants stayed 
at their posts - often without pay - as driv
ers and scouts. Forts throughout the Far 
West were supplied when all other means 
of transport failed by the slow but steady 
caravans of camels. 

More is involved that simply saying the 
valiant service of these Anatolian . new
comers was in the finest tradition of West
em American. It was through the very 
actions and deeds of these men, that the 
Legends of the Old West were established. 
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ATHENS RESIDENTIAL 

GLYFADA, 97 sq.m. whole floor 
condos, 3 bed rooms, fireplace, in
doo r garage and heating starting 
from $85,000. 

VOULIAGMENI, 95 sq.m. 1 floor 
condo, 2 bed rooms, fireplace, 
heating and parking $180,000. 

ATHENS COMMERCIAL 
CENTRAL GLYFADA, cafe Italian 
bistro, great opportunity, cash busi
ness, low rent, $250.000. 

KAVOURI, on the water $2,800 
sq. m. prime location, ideal charm 
hotel w. restaurant $4,000,000. 

DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

APARTMENT BUILDING, prime lo
cation in the south suburbs of Ath
ens, stable income, high living stan
dards, heavy duty construction 
$1,900,000. 

ISLAND LOTS FOR DEVELOP
MENT, great locations all over 
Greece to suit investment portfo
lio. 

We offer a wide range of real estate 
services including legal and proce
dure services. Write, call or fax for 
furthter information. 

HELLENIC LINK 
REAL ESTATE 

Attn: MARl OS GEROGIANNIS 
18-20 ALON STR., GL YF ADA 

ATHENS 16674, GREECE 

TEL: 011 301 8945035 
FAX: 0113018940291 

MOBILE: 011 3094338323 
E-MAIL: marios@hellas.hot.gr 
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NEW BOOKS 

Peter M. Kalellis: One More Spring 
Crossroad Publishing Co.: New York, 1995 

IBy DEMETRIOS J. CONSTANTELOS I 

The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey 

The book under review isa moving 
and most edifying work. It reminds us of 
both the brutality and the kindness of the 
human person; it is a story of cruelty, bar
barism, infliction of suffering, but also of 
human courage, endurance, friendship and 
hope. It is Dr. Kalellis' own experiences, 
his chronicle during the German occupa
tion of Greece (1941-1944) when he lived 
in his beloved island of Lesbos, or 
Mytilene. Those who, as teenagers, lived 
during the occupation of Greece by Ger
man, Italian, and Bulgarian armies will 
appreciate this book even more. In fact, I 
predict that they will read it with a lot of 
tears running on their cheeks, and with 
many therapeutic sighs of relief, as I did. 

Dr. Kalellis did very well to write this 
tome which reads so effortlessly, and keeps 
your mind thinking and your heart pulsat
ing. This type of book should be written 
"in the hope of thereby preserving from 
decay the remembrance of what men have 
done" as Herodotos, the Father of Histo
ry, would have advised us. 

The decade from 1940 to 1949 was for 
the Greek people a period of agony, mar
tyrdom, tortures, pain, tears, holocausts but 
also of heroic deeds, endurance, and hope. 
By 1949, Greece was in real ruins with 
more than 700,000 of its citizens dead (a 
great sacrifice for Greece in proportion to 
its population) a historical fact that mod
em day politicians and "diplomats," mis
guided by the principle of "political cor
rectness," tend to forget. Nevertheless, the 
Greeks, along with the Serbian people, 
played a decisive role in the defeat of Hit
ler's Germany and its allies. 

The Italian attack against Greece in 
October of 1940 had been turned into a 
rout, and for six months Greece proved that 
great powers are not necessarily invinci
ble. And for nearly two months the Greeks 
fought valiantly against the Germans who 
came to the assistance of the humiliated 
Mussolini. But ultimately Greece suc-
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cumbed to Hitler's panzers and murderous 
strikes of the Luftwaffe. However, 
Greece's heroic stand (a double 
ohi!)against Italy and Germany was a turn
ing point for their defeat. 

Field Marshal von Brauchitsh, the Com
mander in Chief of the German army told 
Allied interrogators at the Nuremberg tri
als of the Nazi war criminals that Hitler's 
greatest blunder was to invade Serbia and 
Greece. His adventure there forced him to 
delay his invasion of Russia, a period of 
time which proved utterly disastrous to 
Hitler's plans. "The remarkable Greek re
sistance did much to hearten other coun
tries," and "the Greek people have resolved 
to fight for their life and honor lest the 
world should, too easily, be led in chains" 
wrote Winston S. Churchill, the Prime 
Minister of England. It was at that period 
of time when less forgetful presidents and 
politicians of the United States used to say 
"Once more the Greeks are giving their 
,blood for the Freedom of the World" (Ru
pert Hughes), and that "the Greeks' classic 
courage, their Spartan renaissance, is act
ing as a magnet to the courage ... to all of 
us." (Henry Morgenthau Jr.) 

Dr. Kalellis' book confirms that Greece 
succumbed to German superior military 
forces but that the Greek people did not 
surrender. Notwithstanding the brutalities 
of the armies of occupation in Lesbos, the 
holocausts of cities and towns such as Ka
lavryta in the Peloponnesos, the starvation 
of Athens (in the winter of 1941-1942 
alone 260,000 Greeks died of starvation) 
and the humiliations of the Greek people 
from Macedonia, Thrace, Thessaly, Epi
rus to Crete, the Greeks emerged from the 
War years with a sense of pride and digni
ty for the role they had played in the vic
tory of liberty against the 20th century 
forces of barbarism, brutality and inhu
manity. 

Reading Dr. Kalellis' book is a remind
er of what the philosopher George Santay-

ana said that "those who do not remember 
the past are condemned to relive it." 
Greek-Americans, whether of the immi
grant generations or American born, need 
to know not only the horrors of Hitler's 
Reich, the sufferings but also the heroism 
and magnanimity of their parents and 
grandparents. 

It is with extreme pleasure that I whole
heartedly recommend Dr. Kalellis moving, 
inspiring, and instructive book, which in
cludes several emotive illustrations. 

The books "Greek Cuisine ", 
and "Greek Pastries ", 

by V efa Alexiadou have been 
published with a new look. 
They are written in Greek 
and English and you can 

purchase them by sending a 
check or money order to: 

Estiator Magazine 
421 7th Avenue, Suite 810 

New York, N.Y. 10001 

The price for each book 
is $28.50 including 

postage and handling 

Her new book "Festive 
Cuisine ", has also been 

published in both languages 

The price for the book 
is $35.00 including 

postage and handling 

(Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery) .----------_. 
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Greek - Americans in Review 
GEORGESTEPHANOPOULOS 

CHARTS A NEW CAREER 

After four successful and eventful 
~ears as President Clinton's senior 

advisor for policy and strategy, George 
Stephanopoulos has left the White House 
to begin his first new career as a political 
analyst and contributing correspondent for 
ABC News. Mr. Stephanopoulos will ap
pear most often on the Sunday morning 
broadcast This Week with Sam Donaldson 
and Cokie Roberts. He has also accepted a 
two-year position as a visiting professor 
at his alma mater, Columbia University. 
He will teach political science seminars in 
the fall of 1997 and 1998, and a political 
science lecture class in the spring of 1998. 
In addition, Mr. Stephanopoulos plans to 
meet occasionally with Columbia faculty, 
administrators, and alumni, and hold two 
"Town Meetings" with students. He will 
focus on politics, policy, and the press as 
they relate to the modem American presi
dency. 

In announcing Mr. Stephanopoulos's 
appointment, Columbia University Presi
dent George Rupp said, "While we at Co
lumbia pride ourselves on the quality of 
our classroom education, libraries, and lab
oratories, we encourage our students to 
learn from life outside the walls of the uni
versity. This is exactly what George Steph
anopoulos will bring to us as a teacher here. 
He has had a remarkable opportunity to 
view and help shape the policies that will 
affect all of us for decades. But he has also 
created a distinctive bond with his own 

generation by communicating to them both 
the excitement and the seriousness of what 
he has done. I think our students will en
joy his teaching enormously. We are proud 
to welcome him home." 

Mr. Stephanopoulos is equally pleased 
to be returning to Columbia. "I am very 
excited to be back, to be part of the great 
tradition, the intellectual life and campus 
life that meant so much to me 15 years 
ago," he said. "As I've said, the professors 
and the classroom discussions at Colum
bia provided one of the sparks for my ca
reer. Now, I have the chance to give some
thing back, to teach and be challenged by 
today's students, many of whom want to 
learn about politics and public service so 
they can make their own contributions. I 
hope sharing my experience with them will 
help do that and I think it is going to be a 
lot of fun." 

Mr. Stephanopoulos gained national 
prominence during the 1992 presidential 
election, when he served as deputy cam
paign manager and director of communi
cations for the Clinton/Gore campaign. 
Before joining the Clinton campaign, he 
was executive floor manager for House 
Majority Leader Richard A. Gephardt. 

In addition to his new careers in aca
demia and broadcast journalism, Mr. 
Stephanopoulos is planning to write a book 
about President Clinton's first term in of
fice from an insider's perspective. The 
Washington Post reports that his book 
should bring in an estimated $3 million. 

Mr. Stephanopoulos, who graduated 
summa cum laude with a BA in political 

By SUSAN K. KLERIDES 

George Stephanopoulos. 

science from Columbia University in 1982, 
was a Truman Scholar, class salutatorian, 
and a member of the Phi Beta Kappa So
ciety. He received his masters in theology 
from Balliol College, Oxford University, 
where he studied as a Rhodes Scholar. In 
1993 he was the recipient of the prestigious 
John Jay Award from Columbia College 
and the University Medal of Excellence. 

ERNIE ANASTOS RETURNS 
TO NY TV NEWS 

Well-known Greek-American 
newscaster, Ernie Anastos, has 

returned to the New York City area as 
co-anchor for the evening news on 

We invite you to join the unique family of 

HELLENIC PUBLIC RADIO COSMOS FM 

--

Broadcasting in New York seven days a week, over WNYE 91.5 FM 

tMonday to Friday, 7-8 pm (programs in English, 15" news in Greek) 
tSaturday, 12 noon to 3:30 pm (program in Greek) 
tSunday, 9 am to 1:30 pm (program in Greek) 

HPR - COSMOS FM is a member-supported Greek-American NAtional Radio Service, 
offering its services to our Community since 19871 Tel. (718) 728-1500 
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WWORfChannel 9, a United Paramount 
Network affiliate. Mr. Anastos, who has 
signed a four-year contract with the net
work, co-anchors the 10 p.m. news pro
gram Monday through Friday with Bren
da Blackman. Most recently he was cohost 
of Our Home, which airs on cable TV's 
Lifetime channel. 

Before co-hosting Our Home, Mr. 
Anastos was a newscaster for 16 years in 
New York City, first for WABC/Channel 
7 until 1989, and then for WCBS/Channel 
2 until 1994. Then he said, "It was time 
for me to do some other things. I wanted 
to get involved in the broadcasting busi
ness with my family and TV stations." 
After talking with a number of news orga
nizations interested in hiring him as an 
anchor, Mr. Anastos met with United Par
amount Network about a year ago. "I real
ly liked the company," he said. "I liked the 
organization. I have opportunities to help 
build a television station and to help them 
increase their ratings and their viewership. 
It's a big challenge." 

In addition to anchoring the news, Mr. 
Anastos will be actively involved in the 
Channel 9 newscasts, developing special 
reports and reporting major news events. 

ARCHITECT COSTAS 
KONDYLIS HONORED 

~e New York Society of Architects 
.1 recently honored Costas Kondylis, 

AlA, one of New York City's most respect
ed and prolific residential architects, with 
its prestigious Lifetime Achievement 
Award for Design Excellence at the orga
nization's 90th Annual Awards Dinner. 
Accepting his award, Mr. Kondylis said, 
"This award holds special meaning for me. 
As a residential architect, my professional 
audience on a daily basis tends to be the 
real estate industry. The ultimate satisfac
tion and pleasure, however, comes from 
gaining recognition for my work from my 
colleagues, the architects. If! have learned 
anything during a career that has spanned 
more than 25 years, I have learned that 
success comes from working with a great 
team. I am fortunate to have such a team 
of outstanding individuals and profession
als behind me in my office, Costas Kondy
lis & Associates. I thank them all." 

Mr. Kondylis founded Costas Kondyl
is & Associates in 1989 to provide com-
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mercial, hotel, and residential clients with 
the broad base of master planning, zon
ing, architectural, and interior design ser
vices needed to create buildings that are 
responsive to an owner's bottom-line, yet 
distinct as quality works of architecture. 
His projects currently under construction 
in New York City include: the Trump In
ternational Hotel & Tower, the recently 
converted 52-story Gulf+Western build
ing; the Exchange, Broad Street, down
town Manhattan's first residential conver
sion project under Mayor Giuliani's revi
talization plan; Battery Park City, Site 22, 
a mixeduse residential building and school; 
and the Strathmore, 84th Street, a 23-sto
ry residential tower located on the Upper 
East Side. 

In addition to preparing an array offea
sibility studies, major projects nearing 
completion in the offices of Costas Kondy
lis & Associates include five of the pro
jected 16 residential buildings in Trump's 
Riverside South project along the Hudson 
River, as well as the proposed conversion 
of two New York City hotels, the Mayfair 
and the Park Central Hotel. 

During the building boom ofthe 1980's, 
Mr. Kondylis was responsible for the de
sign of several award-winning residential 
towers including: Trump Plaza; the Prom
enade at 76th Street; the Strand at 43rd 

Street; the Savoy at 61 st Street; and the 
Bromley at 83rd Street. He regards 279 
Central Park West, completed in 1989, as 
a leading example of the firm's apprecia
tion for contextual zoning, its deep com
mitment to working with city agencies 
such as the Landmarks Preservation Com
mission, and the success of combining the 
disciplines of architecture and interior de
sign within his practice. 

TIMOTHY CHRISS LISTED IN 
BEST LAWYERS IN AMERICA 

Maryland's sixth largest law firm, 
Gordon, Feinblatt, Hoffberger & 

Hollander, LLC, has announced that Tim
othy D.A. Chriss has been listed in the 
1997-98 edition of The Best Lawyers in 
America. Best Lawyers is based on an ex
tensive nationwide survey of attorneys by 
their peers, and has become a 
widely-respected resource used by both 
lawyers and clients to identify the nation's 
top legal talent. Inclusion is considered a 
significant honor within the legal field. 

Mr. Chriss is a member in Gordon, 
Feinblatt's real estate department. Concen
trating on commercial real estate since 
joining the firm in 1979, he represents de
velopers, lenders, and governmental enti
ties in connection with the development, 

I7AP!7I /(/4/(/1 
5631 N Lincoln Ave, Chicago, 1160659 

H ~OVOl5IK~ l5&KOn&Ve~~&p., 
EAAr]vO<PWVll E:<PIl\..lE:p(~a TOU LlKOyOU. 
KUKAO<popd ~uo <popte; TO \..If] va. 
ME: OUVE:PYOTE:e; KOl aVTanoKplTte; 
OTIlV EMo~a KOl 0' oAll TIlV A\..IE:PlKf], 
nAllPo<popd Yla E:~E:A(~E:le; KOl yE:Yo
VOTa nou OU\..I!3alvouv OTIlV nOTp(~a 
\..Iat:; KOl TOV KOO\..lO. AVTIKE:l\..lE:VlKD KOl 
a~tO\..lE:UTIl OTIlV UnllPE:Ola TOU 
EMIlVlO\..lOU TIle; ~laanopOe; . 

nOpOIKIOKOC; AoyoC;. 
'Onou OMOl Olwnouv 
aUTOe; TOA\..IO. 

nOpOIKIOKOC; AoyoC;. 
rlOTI 0 'EA.AIlvae; 
tXE:l A.6yo KOl Tlllf]. 

nOpOIKIOKOC; AoyoC;. 
H <pwvf] TOU 
'EA.AIlva O\..loYE:vf] . 

TllA.eq>wvf)OT& Yla ~wp&av 
T&Uxo~.T11A(773)271-7474 

GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 



purchase, sale, financing, and leasing of 
commercial real estate projects, with a par
ticular focus on shopping centers, office 
buildings, and residential developments. 

He received his bachelor of arts degree 
from Washington & Lee University, Lex
ington, VA in 1972, and his law degree 
from the Columbus School of Law at Cath
olic University, Washington, DC in 1976. 
Mr. Chriss is chairman of the Maryland 
State Bar Association's real property, plan
ning, and zoning section, and is past chair
man and current member of the section's 
real property code revision committee. He 
is a member of the board of directors of 
the Baltimore City Chamber of Commerce 
and the Union Memorial Hospital Foun
dation. He also serves as a member of the 
character Committee of the Court of Ap
peals of Maryland. 

Mr. Chriss is married to the former 
Karin Jones of Point Pleasant, WV. They 
have two children, Alexander, age 6 and 
Caroline Elizabeth, age 3. They are mem
bers of the Cathedral of the Annunciation 
in Baltimore. 

STEVE J. DEMETRIOU 
NAMED A VP AT EXXON 

Steve J. Demetriou has been named 
a vice president of Exxon Chemi

cal Company, the worldwide chemical di
vision of Exxon Corporation. Mr. Dem
etriou will be responsible for Exxon Chem
ical's worldwide Adhesives Industry busi
ness and will be located in Houston, TX. 
He has also been named to the board of 
directors of two polymer joint ventures 
partially owned by Exxon, DEXCOPoly-

e"y~tal fPalaoE, 
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Steve J. Demetriou 

mers (Houston) and TONEX (Tokyo). 
Mr. Demetriou received a bachelor of 

science degree in chemical engineering 
from Tufts University before joining Exx
on as a market analyst in 1981. Since then. 
he has held a number of management po
sitions in the intermediates business in 
manufacturing, planning, and marketing at 
Exxon locations in Baton Rouge, LA, 
Houston, and Brussels. Most recently, he 
was marketing director of Exxon's Basic 
Chemicals business in Europe. 

DR. HA TSOPOULOS 
RECEIVES HEINZ AWARD 

D r. George Hatsopoulos, inventor 
and CEO of Thermo Electron Cor

poration, is the recipient of the 1996 He
inz Award in the category of technology, 

the economy and employment. "Dr. Hat
sopoulos not only invented and developed 
a new technology for converting heat di
rectly into electricity, he has continued to 
develop new technologies and spin them 
out into enterprises which employ thou
sands of people," said Teresa Heinz, chair 
of the Heinz Family Foundation and cre
ator of the Heinz A wards . The Heinz 
Awards were established to celebrate the 
memory of the late U. S. Senator John 
Heinz, and to honor individual achieve
ment in the areas of the arts and humani
ties, the environment, the human condition, 
public policy and technology, the econo
my and employment. 

Dr. Hatsopoulos became intrigued with 
thermodynamics while studying mechan
ical and electrical engineering in Athens 
in the 1940's. He won a scholarship to the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
devised a thermionic converter as a part 
of his doctoral thesis. That converter, 
which uses electrons as a working medi
um to transform heat directly into electric
ity without using any moving parts, be
came the catalyst for what is now a $3 bil
lion company, Thermo Electron Corpora
tion, in Waltham, MA. 

The energy crisis of the early 1970's 
provided the opportunity for Dr. Hatso
poulos to develop new energy efficient 
equipment. It was at this time that he came 
up with his innovative financial strategy 
that has led to the company being called 
the "perpetual idea machine." Dr Hatso
poulos would "spin out" Thermo Electron's 
development projects as publicly-owned 
subsidiaries, thus enabling each new tech
nology to branch out on its own and pur
sue innovation. Today, there are 18 "spin 
outs" that have transformed Thermo Elec-

ety~tal fPalMI!. 
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tron from a small lab instrument maker into 
a world leader in environmental monitor
ing, biomedical manufacturing, and many 
other specialized products and services. 
The company employs some 17,000 peo
ple and has annual sales of nearly $3 bil
lion. 

THOMAS MAHERAS 
PROMOTED 

Former Chicago resident Thomas 
Maheras has been appointed head 

of global fixed income tradings at Salomon 
Brothers, Inc. in New York City. At age 
34, Mr. Maheras is now the youngest ex
ecutive to hold such a position at a major 
Wall Street firm. He succeeds John L. 
Haseltine, who has stepped down as a 
member of the firm's five-person operat
ing committee and management board. Mr. 
Haseltine, reported to be ill, is now a se
nior managing director and remains as a 
director of the corporation 

Mr. Maheras joined Salomon Brothers 
after graduating from Notre Dame Univer
sity in 1984. Chairman and CEO Deryck 
C. Maughan said the following during the 
promotion announcement: "He had im
pressed us all with his leadership, intelli
gence, and integrity. He has done a first 
class job in a series of assignments as a 
corporate bond trader, head of high-yield 
trading, and most recently as head of the 
mortgage department." 

Mr. Maheras has been credited with 
turning around Salomon Brothers' mort
gage securities operation two years ago, 
when the department was losing money. 

ALEXIOS NAMED 
ARCHIEPISCOPAL VICAR 

""[Jis Eminence Archbishop Spyridon, 
.rlPrimate of the Greek Orthodox 

Church of America, has appointed His 
Grace Bishop Alexios of Troas as the Ar
chiepiscopal Vicar of the Diocese of At
lanta. Bishop Alexios succeeds retired 
Bishop Iakovos of Catania, who served the 
diocese following the sudden death of 
Bishop Philip of Atlanta in December, 
1995. 

The Greek Orthodox Diocese of Atlan
ta consists of 56 parishes and 13 missions 
with some 18,000 families in North Caro
lina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
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Mississippi, Florida, and parts of Louisi
ana and Tennessee. Bishop Alexios was 
consecrated as titular bishop of Troas in 
May, 1987 by former Archbishop Iakovos, 
and was enthroned as Bishop (Horoepis
copos) of St. Demetrios Cathedral of As
toria, NY in June, 1987. Since January 
1989, Bishop Alexios has served as direc
tor of the Hellenic Cultural Center in As-

Bishop Alexios 

tori a, and as auxiliary bishop to the Arch
bishop, serving the parishes of Queens, 
Long Island, southern Connecticut, and 
upstate New York. He was formerly Dean 
of Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathedral 
in Brooklyn, before his assignment to the 
Hellenic Orthodox Community of Astoria 
in 1979. 

BESS PETERSON 
CHOSEN RESTAURATEUR 

OF THE YEAR 

The New Jersey Restaurant Associ
.1 ation (NJRA) has honored Bess 

Bess Peterson 

Peterson, owner of Peterson's Riviera Inn, 
with the title of" 1996 Restaurateur of the 
Year." Ms. Peterson is the first woman to 
receive this award which is given annual
ly to a restaurateur who exemplifies the 
highest standards of industry, profession
alism, and support of the association. In 
1994, the NJRA honored her with the 
"Gold Plate Award." 

She has operated the Inn since her hus
band, Frank Peterson, passed away in 
1971. In 1965, she and her husband pur
chased a bar overlooking the Manasquan 
River that offered a limited menu. After 
considerable renovations and expansions, 
Peterson's Riviera Inn now seats 245 peo
ple and offers one of the most extensive 
menus in the shore area. The Inn, which 
has a 68-slip marina, recently added a li
quor center. 

Among her many affiliations, Ms. 
Peterson is a member of the NJRA's board 
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of directors, and is involved with the ad
visory boards of the Medical Center of 
Ocean County and Bricktown Chamber of 
Commerce. Born in Asbury Park, NJ, she 
is an active member of the Greek Ortho
dox Church, and was honored by the late 
Patriarch Athenagoras with the title of 
Archondissa for her faithful service. Ms. 
Peterson has a daughter, Martha, and a son 
Peter James, who passed away last year. 

GREEK-AMERICANS 
COAST TO COAST 

Dimitri Chryssikopoulos, who recent
ly became director of Olympic Airways in 
the United States, and his wife are the 
proud parents of a new son. Mr. Chrys
sikopoulos has been with Olympic Air
ways since 1983. He was most recently 
manager for operations in Spain and Por
tugal. 

Theodosis Kioutas, M.D., Irene An
toniou, Eleni Bousis. and Loukas Pergan
tas were recently honored with "Efharisto 
Awards" from the Greek-American Com
munity Services for their dedicated service 
and support of the organization. The 
Greek-American Community Services is 
responsible for the Northwest Chicago 
adult day center. 

Gregory and Anna Demetrakas of 
Cranston, RI have established a scholar
ship fund in their name at the University 
of Rhode Island's College of Continuing 
Education. Mr. Demetrakas is head of Her
mes Investment, Inc., East Providence, RI. 

Constantine Cassis will be honored 
with a testimonial dinner/dance on Febru
ary 7th at the Pompei Restaurant, West 
Hempstead, NY for his more than 60 years 
of devoted service to the AHEPA Constan
tine Cassis Chapter No. 170. 

Pete Sampras has been ranked 16th 
among the 40 American athletes estimat
ed by Forbes magazine to have earned the 
most in terms of salary and winnings. The 
tennis superstar reportedly earned $3.3 
million in salary in 1996 and made an ad
ditional $8 million in endorsements. 

Chris Chelios, three-time winner of the 
Norris Trophy as the National Hockey 
League's top defenseman, recently signed 
a three-year contract extension with the 
Chicago Blackhawks.The contract, which 
runs through the 1999-2000 playing sea
son is worth $3.5 million per season, mak-
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ing him the team's highest-paid player. 
Dr. George Christoudias, a general 

surgeon at Holy Name Hospital in Tea
neck, NJ and a member of the Hellenic 
Medical Society of New York, combines 
his surgical skills and interest in engineer
ing to design instruments for laparascopic 
surgery. Dr. Christoudias has already pat
ented four instruments that allow laparas
copic surgeons to operate with more pre
cision in less time. 

Two more patents are pending. Born in 
Cyprus, Dr. Christoudias attended medi
cal school in Athens. 

Dr. George TsoutsopJides of Kingston, 
P A recently received accreditation from 
the Council for Gynecologic Endoscopy. 

Dr. Michael Gabriel has been listed 
among the top 100 primary care physicians 
in a special issue of New York Magazine. 

Dr. Miltiades Kaizer has announced 
the reopening of his office in Astoria, NY 
by Dr. John P. Joannou. Dr. Joannou is a 
graduate of New York University, special
izing in general medicine and hematolo
gy. He completed his training at Lenox Hill 
Hospital and is board certified. 

Nicholas Kalis has opened his law 
practice in McLean, V A and was recently 
sworn in as a new member of the bar be
fore the Supreme Court of Virginia. A 
graduate of George Mason University 
School of Law, Mr. Kalis serves on the 
parish council of St. Katherine's Greek 
Orthodox Church in Falls Church and is a 
member of AHEPA. 

Nick T. Thomopoulos, Ph.D., profes
sor of management science at the Stuart 
School of Business, Illinois Institute of 
Technology, lectured on "Some Forecast
ing and Inventory Applications" at a re
cent meeting ofthe Chicago Chapter of the 
Institute for Operations Research and Man
agement Sciences at the University of Chi
cago. He is the author of Assembly Line 
Systems, Applied Forecasting Methods, 
and Strategic Inventory Management and 
Planning. Professor Thomopoulos is cur
rently associated with Forecasting and In
ventory Consultants, Inc., developers of 
software for use in forecasting inventory 
and production. 

Michael G. Cantonis of Tarpon 
Springs, FL has established in perpetuity, 
the "Michael G. Cantonis Endowment in 
Greek Studies" at the University of Flori
da in Gainesville. This special fund will 
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be used to enhance the quality of the uni
versity'S Greek studies programs. For his 
generous gift and lifetime of philanthro
py, Mr. Cantonis was presented with the 
Great Benefactor A ward and the Distin
guished Public Service Award from the 
Center for Greek Studies at the university. 
He also received the President's Council 
Award from the University of Florida. 

Yvette Manessis Corporon, has been 
named assignment editor at WCBS/Chan
nel2 in New York. Ms. Corporon is a com
munications graduate and was most recent
ly assignment editor with FOX/Channel 5. 
She is the daughter of Archons Vice Com
mander Tassos Manessis. 

Chris Semos of Dallas, TX received 
the Golden Trowel Award from the Sam 
P. Cochran Masonic Lodge #1335. A long 
time member of the lodge, Mr. Semos is a 
33rd Degree Scottish Rite Mason and is 
an "Ambassador" of Hell a Temple Shrine. 
He served as a member ofthe Texas House 
of Representatives from 1967 to 1983, and 
was Dallas County Commissioner from 
1983 to 1995. Mr. Semos is presently 
self-employed as a governmental consult
ant. A member of the Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church of Dallas, he is a former 
parish president. 

Fr. George Papaioannou recently cel
ebrated his 25th anniversary as pastor of 
St. George Church in Bethesda, MD. Arch
bishop Spyridon presided at the service and 
attended the banquet in honor of Fr. Pa
paioannou. Also in attendance were Am
bassador Loucas Tsilas and Penny Tsilas, 
Cypriot Ambassador Andrew Jacovides 
and Pamela Jacovides, Michael and Ari
anna Huffington, Deputy Director of the 
CIA George Tenet and Stephanie Tenet, 
and George Stephanopoulos who brought 
a message from President Clinton. 

Koula Rougas was honored with a lun
cheon in celebration of her 25th anniver
sary as Greek School director and head 
teacher at the Annunciation Greek Ortho
dox Church in Cranston, Rl. 

Katherine Veletsos recently retired 
from her position as principal of the An
nunciation Orthodox School in Houston, 
TX after 25 years of service. Ms. Velet
sos, who formerly taught in the Houston 
Independent School District, helped devel
op the mission of the institution which to
day is considered one of the city's fore
most independent schools. Despite its 

(Left to right) University of Florida Pre
sident John Lombardi, Anastasia and Mic
hael G. Canton is. 

small beginnings, the school now has an 
enrollment of more than 600 students from 
pre-school to eighth grade. 
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