
THE MASK IN GREECE 
THEN AND NOW 

I was taking part in a production of 
"Prometheus Bound" by Aeschylus 
at the ancient theatre of Delphi. It 

was a reproduction ofthe original with all 
the accoutrements -- masks, cothumii (el
evated shoes), padded costumes -- every
thing that was known about the produc
tion of ancient Greek tragedy. It was my 
first experience as an actor wearing a mask 
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I By Athan Karras I 

and when I took the first step on the skene 
(stage), I immediately felt something dif
ferent happening. An awareness of being 
larger than life overcame me. I sensed that 
I was, in fact, a deity. A complete trans
formation had taken place. I knew then 
that I was communicating with Gods, for 
both my gestures and my speech seemed 
to have reached beyond the precincts of 
the last row of the amphitheatre. My voice 
seemed to be echoing on the foothills of 
Mt. Pamassus where eagles and hawks 
freely soared. 

Then it dawned on me that Greek trag
edy obviously was meant to communicate 
bigger-than-life ideas to people whose is
sues were actual and vivid; their reactions 
instantaneous. It was not to be confused 
with reality. 

The mask played an important role in 
the presentation of the tragedy, for the 
mask avoided the immediacy that is sensed 
in seeing a real person on stage. Women's 

roles were played by men and since the
atre was symbolic and ritualistic, the mask 
served another purpose besides being a 
method of amplification in the open-air the
atres. Masking the actor was a way of mak
ing him larger than life, for the characters 
he portrayed were also of equal grandeur. 

The use ofthe mask in the ancient Greek 
theatre was a continuation of the early Di
onysian revels of the sixth century [B.C]. 
Facial disguises were used by Thespis, 
founder of the theatre from the features of 
Dionysian worship. There are records of 
Aeschylus Eumenides wearing frightening 
masks with snakes entwined in the hairs 
which are said to have terrified the specta
tors, and probably did. 

In the Cretan and Mycenaean periods, 
men and women metamorphosed them
selves as animals. The use of animal skin 
as a mask is found in the primitive rites 
among the early Greek settlers. The mean
ing of both the mask and the skin with 

Illustration of an antique vase depicting a phlyax play, "Herakles and A uge" from 
Illustrations of Greek Drama by Arthur Dale Trendall and Thomas Webster. 
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which the worshipers identified was that 
of God who was represented. Accompa
nied by flute , ancient hunting dances de
picted the struggle of Apollo with a drag
on as seen in Pythian law. The hunter first 
stalks the animal and then kills it. From 
these pre-classical rituals worshippers, 
who served either as leaders of choruses 
or as priests, freely adapted and took on 
the qualities of the animal. Masks then fol
lowed an anthropomorphism of the gods 
who were first represented by the head of 
an animal and later as a mask. On a vase 
depicting Pandora's birth, there are danc
ers wearing male goat masks. 

The mythological companions of Di
onysos were visualized as satyrs or "goat
men" as the goat was an animal of extreme 
veneration for its prolific fertility and sex
uality. These satyrs then appeared as sa
cred worshippers with homed headdress
es, goat skins and even cloved hoofs. It is 
from these early rituals that the dithyramb 
was born--the predecessor to Greek trage
dy. 

These dithyrambs (dance songs) were 
referred to as "goat songs" (tragoudi) from 
which tragedy is derived (tragos-ode = 

tragedy). These "tragoudies", lively sport
ive actions of the recreation of the ani
mals, were part of the meaningful rituals 
of birth and death as evidenced in cere
monies still present today in Greece 
Among the most important animals rep
resented in Greek rituals were the bull and 
the cow. The legend of the Minotaur in 
Crete is thought to have been suggested 
by masked bull dances performed for king 
Minos. The use of the horns on Cretan 
altars was derived from the sacred bull. 

The wolf also figured largely in su
perstitions held by the Greeks according 
to their folklore. Wolf masks worn by 
dancing women were discovered on a drap
ery in Lycosoura which itself means "wolfs 
tail". At Delphi one ofthe priests of Apol
lo was called wolf and no doubt was 
adorned in a wolfmask. 

Horse mummery also dates back to ear
ly Greek culture. At an ancient shrine of 
Demeter, the statue of a goddess wore the 
mane of a horse on her head. The ritual 
dance was a mimetic combat between vo
taries and masked men dressed in horse 
skins with emblems of death. Its main 
purpose was to secure mimetic magic. 

Much is known about the ancient ritu-
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als and various attending festivities in 
which the mask was honored by represen
tation, whether it was impersonating a god 
or an animal or a bird. It was important that 
the mask sought to impose a physical trans
formation either through the veneration of 
these qualities or actually portraying the 
full embodiment of madness. 

Today Greece has many festivities in 
rural areas where the peasants still hold 
on to ancient traditions deeply rooted in 
the early rising ofthe primitive rituals. The 
Easter celebrations are definitely a contin
ued rite that stems from ancient pagan 
feasts connected with the regeneration of 
earth, and the way in which an agricultural 
society reacted to spring, to flowering of 
the earth, to death and the resurrection. 
The Carnival rituals that precede the aus
tere Lenten period are exacting vestiges in 
contemporary folklore that are rooted in 
the ingredients of ancient superstition and 
the struggle to survive with nature. 

As Christianity gained momentum, man 
did not immediately abandon his previous 
ways of dealing with his need to coerce 
nature to produce and be fertile . The Chris
tian fathers sought to disengage him from 
his idolatrous practices and worship and 
surrender his ways. Instead the pagans 
chose to go underground and continue 
their worship until the church fmally rec
onciled itself to allow them to follow this 
practice, but only on a Christian holy day. 

Most of those celebrations have been 
kept intact, including the wearing of the 
mask which still holds great importance, 
especially at the Carnival revels, where 
hidden identity is so important 

In the countryside of rural Northern 
Greece a mime play still survives that dates 
back to the early Hellenistic and Roman 
civilizations. It was a form of nature wor
ship with specific reference to fertility 
rites. In the 1870s a local bishop banned 
a mime play called "Koukeros" by calling 
it devil worship and refused communion 
to anyone taking part. It went underground 
and continued to be performed in the re
mote villages of Macedonia. In it we see a 
mock theatrical troupe (thiasos) masked 
as boys and girls with one of them play
ing the part ofKoukeros, or the king, wear
ing a mask made of leather, horns and a 
tail. In the first act of the play, there is the 
holy sowing at the footsteps of the temple 
(church): Koukeros church tosses the 
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seeds praying for a rich and plentiful crop. 
With each prayer the audience replies 
"Amen, and let it be done." In the next act, 
the king is drowned at a nearby river, fol
lowing a funeral procession. The death of 
the king is akin to a deeply hidden anthro
pological explanation. The rebirth of the 
new king is associated with the new har
vest. 

On the island ofSkyros a startling event 
takes place at the Carnival: the reenact
ment of the mimes and folk play of the 
Geros. Geros in Greek means "old man" 
and "strong". Geros is another example 
of the survival of fertility rites which in 
prehistoric times took place every year at 
the end of winter to. ~ard off evil spirits 
and ensu're a ferti)e crop. This clearly 
shows that the people still masked them-
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selves as a way of their totem associations 
with Dionysos. 

The Orthodox Church, after making un
successful attempts to squelch this type 
of worship as a pagan rite, finally accept
ed it as part of the folklore and allowed it 
to be celebrated at Carnival time. Goats 
were one of the main products of Skyros, 
as we have seen in one of the Odes writ
ten by Pindar in one of his Odes, which 
describes a most productive people and the 
abundance of milk from Skyrian goats. 

The Geros, dressed in the usual shep
herd's costume from the waist down, is 
metamorphosed into a goat. In order to 
identify him with it, he wears a shaggy 
cape, a goat mask and bells. The mask is 
usually made from a hide of a miscarried 
kid or a stillborn. The mask is used as a 
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disguise and the Geros always tries not be 
recognized. 

There is much care as to the appearance 
of the mask and its color. Great pride is 
taken in the selection of an unusual color 
for a mask by choosing a special skin. 
Accompanied in the play is a young man 
dressed as a bride called Korella. He also 
wears parts of a bridal costume and is 
adorned by a mask. It may be a painted 
mask of an animal skin, although today it 
can be made of material, as long as it has 
feminine features. 

The other character in this play is Fran
gos, a name referring to any foreigner 
since the time of the occupation of the 
Aegean Islands by the Frankish invaders. 
He is dressed in a contemporary costume 
and wears a less formal mask, often a goat 
skin. Sometimes it is just a plain cloth over 
the face with cutouts for eyes. The rest of 
the cast consists of gang members who are 
his followers, who are dressed as Kyries 
(ladies) in women's attire and who wear 
masks. The children who like to follow the 
procession also like to wear masks. 

Establishing some sense of continuity 
in the origins of extant folklore leads to 
many accounts of how it actually began. 
This phenomenon of a mask of an animal 
head worn low on the wearer's chest re
calls somewhat the Aegis of Athena. 
Among scholars there are several differ
ent opinions. But the one that stands out 
is that Skyros is an island which for cen
turies has been primarily farming and shep
herding. Consider the shepherd like appear
ance of the Geros wearing a skin mask and 
the bells from his dead sheep and goats. It 
is also believed that these rituals go back 
further than the Dionysian to the Totemic 

Age. It may be that the metamorphosis 
which manifests itself today in the Skyros 
goat dance dates back to Homeric legend 
about the Pelasgian tribe of Centaurs -
shaggy mountain men who lived in prehis
toric times on Mt. Pelion, a short distance 
from Skyros, and who were believed to have 
had the magic powers to tum themselves 
into beasts. 

The Geros must be an outstanding man 
- strong and virile - for he will have to 
withstand the pressure of wearing the 
mask and the weight of the heavy bells 
around his waist. He also gains attention 
by describing the dance and movements 
he is making along with a unique rhyth
mic sound of the bells. 

In the procession the Korella make all 
kinds of teasing and flirtatious move
ments, causing much laughter. This is done 
in the form of a dance. Everyone tries to 
outdo each other with mimicry, including 
trying to lift the Korella's skirt. 

The players are offered wine and food 
by the men who are carousing in the cafes 
and often some will end in a drunken stu
por. The revels last the three weeks of the 
Carnival with the weekends becoming 
very rowdy. As they assemble at the vil
lage square, each gang with its own Geros 
and Korella will romp through the catchy 
tunes of frolicking, bawdy verses. 

The idea of men dressing as women as 
seen in the Korella is believed to be a de
scendent of an old Dionysian custom in 
Skyros. According to a legend, Achilles 
remained on the island dressed as a girl 
and thus originated the myth about his 
prolonged stay. At that-time in honor of 
the foreign kings, Achilles would have 
been disguised along with the others. 
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The Greek-American 
National Anthem 

The international popular hit song Mi
sirlou is often jokingly referred to as the 
Greek-American national anthem. The 
quintessential romantic ballad Misirlou is 
devoid of Greek themes or characters. Sub
titled, alternately, as either The Egyptian 
Girl or as an Oriental Serenade, the sud
den popularity of this song says a great 
deal about the wider influences of Greek 
music as oriental. 

"Miserable Lou," as the principal char
acter of this song is sometimes called, ap
pears frequently in Greek family record col
lections. The popularity of this song at 
Greek-American dances has never dimin
ished. The song is a standard at weddings 
and dances. Yet what many may fmd espe
cially puzzling is that this song's populari
ty outside the Greek-American community 
has increased over the years. 

A recent example of Misirlous continu
ing popularity is the use of this song as 
the opening theme music for the movie Pulp 
Fiction. While this violent and lurid Quen
tin Tarantino film is not the sort of movie 
one would expect the largely conservative 
Greek-American community to go and see 
en masse, the use of Misirlou in this film 
was instantly known by Greeks across the 
country. 

The version of Misirlou used in the 
movie is by Dick Dale and His Del-Tones 
(MCA 11103). They are not a Greek-Amer
ican band. Few Greek-Americans under the 
age offorty realize that in the 1940s Misir
lou became an international smash hit 
song. Jan August is attributed with record
ing the piano version that made this song 
a sensation around the world. Since the 
1940s, literally hundreds of non-Greek pop
ular bands and orchestras have recorded 
this song. 

Misirlou was in fact a hit record long 
before the 1940s. But the true origins and 
convoluted history of this one Greek-Amer
ican song are still not completely known. 
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I By STEVE FRANGOS I 

Much of the information one can fmd in 
print is contradictory. So all that we can 
offer here is something of the history of 
this perennial favorite. 

THE KNOWN FACfS 
No one disputes that Nicholas Rouba

nis composed Misirlou. Born in Alexan
dria, Egypt, Roubanis, a French-hom play
er, came to the United States of America in 
the very early 1920s. Trained in Western 
European music, Roubanis also composed 
Byzantine sacred music. His Divine Litur
gy for Mixed Voices became very popular 
throughout Greek Orthodox parishes in 
North America. Aside from his work as a 
choir director, Roubanis was also a popu
lar orchestra leader. Starting in the early 
1920s Roubanis recorded for Columbia, 

Okeh, and Victor Records. 
All of the encyclopedias and reference 

books on popular American music cite 
Roubanis as the original composer, stating 
he copyrighted Misirlou in 1934. Given 
that this song became an international hit, 
other names are always cited with Rouba
nis. The English lyrics are attributed to Fred 
Wise, Milton Leeds, and S.K. Russell. The 
Spanish lyrics are credited to Jose C. Pina, 
and Chaim Tauber is always quoted as hav
ing composed the Yiddish lyrics. 

For reasons unknown to history, by 1941 
Misirlou Music, Inc. held the copyright for 
Misirlou. According to published sources 
Jan August (Diamond) is listed as record
ing a 1947 piano version of Misirlou that 
made this song an instant best-selling 
record. The Greek and ethnic 78 rpm records 
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for this song provided additional, if not 
always, complementary information. 

THE PHYSICAL RECORDS 
For a record that was to become one of 

the perennial international music sensa
tions, it seems to have had an incredibly 
slow start at stardom. The first document
ed commercial recording of Misirlou was 
in New York City in July 1927 by Tetos 
Demetriades (Columbia Records 56073-F). 
After Demetriades' recording no other 
Greek commercial release of this song oc
curred for another fourteen years! 

This says nothing for the popularity of 
this song among Greek-Americans. Many 
senior generation men and women, I have 
spoken with over the years, recalled how 
this song was a standard at virtually every 
Greek music event they attended. The 
claims that Misirlou was a performance fa
vorite does have some public documenta
tion. During the WPA field recording in 
Florida by John Filareton and Alton Ches
ter Morris at least two versions of Misir
lou were recorded. 

On August 25, 1939, Mary Graneksis 
sang Misirlou during the public perfor-

mances that were a part of that year's Agi
asmos observances in Tarpon Springs, Flor
ida. Later that same year on October 4th in 
Jacksonville, Florida, Jennie Castrounis 
sang Misirlou for Alton Chester Morris, 
who was compiling folk songs for what ul
timately would be his renowned book Flor
ida Folksong. 

What is striking about both these re
cordings is that they are referred to as 'tra
ditional' songs. While Filareton, a native 
of the island of Skopelos, should have 
known Misirlou was not an authentic folk 
song, he does not note this fact in the ac
companying documentation. Morris, a 
young graduate student in comparative 
English literature, simply did not know the 
song's commercial origins. 

The next Greek commercial release of 
Misirlou (here subtitled an Oriental Sere
nade) was by Maria Karelas with the Spy
ros Stamos Orchestra in Chicago on Octo
ber23, 1941 (Columbia 7217-F). The last 
documented Greek 78 rpm recording of this 
song features once again Tetos Demetria
des as vocalist, but this time with noted 
musicians of the era, Giulietta Morino on 
violin, Dave Tarras on clarinet, Harold M. 

Kirchstein on accordion, Freddy Mendel
sohn on the Hammond organ and D. Zat
tas on piano (Orthophonic s-572). This 
version was recorded in New York City on 
January 14,1942. 

What one does not see mentioned in 
published commercial discographies are 
the later 78 rpm versions of this song from 
between 1945 and 1965 by a host of ethnic 
groups. Just to name one example, we can 
cite the Latino version by the famed Jack 
Mayesh. This rendition of Missirlu in He
brew and Judeo-Spanish, appears on his 
Mayesh Phonograph Record Company la
bel (c .f. Mayesh 1367). 

The English translation of the Greek lyr
ics are not what one expects of an interna
tional pop hit: 

My Misirlou, your sweet eyes 
Have ignitedflames in my heart 
Ach! Yia bebi, ach yia leli ach 
(said to be an Arabic refrain) 
Your two lips dripping with honey 
1 will go crazy, 1 cannot bear it any 
longer 
1 will steal you from the midst of Ara
bia! 
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Black-eyed Misirlou, my sweet 
I'll trade my life for just one kiss from 
your little mouth, 
have mercy! 

The historical and cultural complexity 
of Misirlou does not stop here. There is 
also a dance. 

THE MISIRLOUDANCE 
As if an afterthought, we learn about 

the creation ofthe Misirlou dance in a long 
note in that now standard reference Greek 
Folk Dances by Rickey Holden and Mary 
Vouras (c.f. Folkcraft 1976: 61). But even 
here there is a hint of uncertainty, dispute 
and controversy. 

Misirlou originated on campus at Du
quesne University, Pittsburgh, U.S.A. in 
1945 and was born as many dances have 
been created: to fill a need. A Pittsburgh 
women's musical organization asked Prof. 
Brunhilde Dorsch to organize a Duquesne 
dance group in some national dances for a 
program to honor America's World War II 
allies. Mrs. Dorsch, after considerable 
search, finally located a Greek-American 
pharmacy student, Miss Mercine Nesotas, 
who taught a syrtos, hasapikos, and the 
Syrtos Haniotikos (which she simply called 
Kritikos). 

The last fascinated them the most, but 
they had no proper music. A Greek-Ameri
can music student, Pat Kazalas (nee Man
dros), suggested that the tune Misirlou 
might fit the dance, since the Pittsburgh
area Greeks did not know Cretan music. The 
university dancers loved the tune, slowed 
down the quicker "parent" dance to suit 
the languorous quality and speed of the 
new tune. 

Prof. Dorsch at first carefully explained 
the "origin" of Misirlou as she taught it in 
the years following its birth but rarely does 
so nowadays because, as she puts it, "I am 
so delighted to see folk-creativity as a pro
cess in action that I feel no more real 'claim' 
to it than any individual can to something 
that has moved out into the 'wide, wide 
world." 

As Misirlou, the dance has become 
popular among folk dancers throughout the 
world, and as far away as Japan, Singapore 
and India. It has recently enjoyed a revival 
of popularity in the U.S. where many Amer
icans now dance it to the tune of "Never 
On Sunday." The Pittsburgh "local 
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LEGENDS AND LORE 
Greeks," who at first were inclined to shun 
Misirlou as a "stepchild," now dance it as 
happily as everyone else. 

I find it especially striking how similar 
this creation of Misirlou as a 'traditional' 
dance is to the invention of the 'Zorba 
Dance' that came with the international 
popularity of the film Zorba the Greek (1964). 

This is as far as published documenta
tion will take us on our exploration of Mi
sirlou's historical background. Now we 
must proceed into those far less certain 
areas of memory and oral traditions. 

"Halase to cosmo" is how K. Gianaros, 
one of the last surviving senior generation 
musicians, described the impact of Misir
lou. Gianaros, who knew Roubanis, asserts 
that rather than an ongoing royalty Nicho
las Roubanis was paid a onetime flat fee of 
$45.00 for the complete copyrights to Mi
sirlou by Tetos Demetriades. A towering 
figure in the American international music 
business, Tetos Demetriades was a Greek 
immigrant from Constantinople. Demetria-
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des began as an incredibly popular bari
tone recording a steady stream of songs 
from the 1920s well into the 1960s. 

Eventually, Demetriades became a pre
eminent music company executive, field 
agent, and independent producer for RCA 
Victor Records. Many Greek songs were 
written and/or purchased by Demetriades 
during his long and successful career. For
ty-five dollars was a very good price for 
rights to any song in the 1920-1940 era. 

But here, once again, we have the one 
persistent problem trying to work out the 
history of the song Misirlou: chronology. 
It was Demetriades who first recorded Mi
sirlou in 1927. Published sources, while al
ways citing Nicholas Roubanis as compos
er, also state that he did not copyright this 
song until 1934. Seven years later Misirlou 
Music, Inc. owns the copyright. All this is 
certain. 

Another listing found in the encyclo
pedias and reference books on popular 
American music offers some further evi
dence. The credits for the hit song You, 
You, You Are the One (West German) cite 
Fred Wise and Milton Leeds as composers 
of the English lyrics with the music by Tetos 
Demy. Since this song was based on the 
German folk song Du, Du Liegst Mir im 
Herzen, I am somewhat confused on how 
Tetos Demy can claim to have written this 
song. 

More importantly the 1948 copyright on 
You, You, You Are the One belongs to the 
Misirlou Music, Inc. And Tetos Demy, we 
can be fairly sure, was none other than 
Tetos Demetriades. It is also striking that 
Fred Wise and Milton Leeds also wrote the 
English lyrics to Misirlou. 

Before we throw any stones at Tetos 
Demetriades as the man who hoodwinked 
Nicholas Roubanis out of his copyright, it 
must be said once again that little is pub
licly known about when all these events 
took place. All we have are questions. 

If Demetriades recorded Misirlou in 
1927, did it become an instant hit only 
among Greek-Americans? Why are there 
so few Greek commercial records for what 
everyone refers to as 'an international pop
ular hit song?' The standard practice among 
all commercial record companies during 
this period was once you had a hit song 

you re-released that same record and/or 
rerecorded it as often as the public would 
buy it. With Misirlou this did not happen. 

Did Demetriades seek to get more mon
ey and so controlled the rerecording ofthis 
song to the highest bidder? If that were 
the case, then why does it take until 194 7, a 
full twenty years after the first release, for 
Jan August to make it a popular American 
song? 

Finally, stories also circulated that 
Roubanis-- like many other musicians of 
the era-- took the melody of an Egyptian 
folk song he heard as a boy and used that 
as the base for 'his' song. Another of the 
widely accepted folk stories about this 
song is that the word Misirlou is Arabic 
for 'beloved'. 

I have even heard from Charles Kyria
kos, the noted writer on Greek folk dance 
and the compiler of that valuable resource 
guide the Greek Folk Dance Research 
Manual, that the melody for Misirlou is 
taken from a Xavier Cugat song of the 1940s! 

So, while it cannot be disputed that Mi
sirlou was and remains an international 
musical favorite, much more needs to be 
publicly disclosed before we can under
stand when this song became popular. 

Surfs Up! 
Finally, just to give some scope to the 

true impact of Misirlou, on a variety of 
World Musics the Dick Dale and His Del
Tones instrumental version of Misirlou is 
only one version from the California Surf/ 
Hot Rod music scene. Misirlou became an 
instrumental standard to the West Coast's 
answer to the British Invasion of the 1960s. 
The full scope of the Surf/Hot Rod music 
scene is too complicated for even passing 
mention here. Basically, it's all that wild 
beach party movie music of the 1960s: 
pounding drums, screaming saxes, wailing 
guitars and machine-gun reverb! 

Misirlou as recorded by three of the 
most popular groups from this genre and 
era are to be found on Surf Fever! by the 
Cornells (SC 6061), Surjbeat by the Chal
lengers (SC6029), and that classic album 
Surfin' Bird by The Trashmen (SC 11 007). 

It seems that what an elderly Greek man 
once told me when I was a teenager is ab
solutely true: Misirlou will never die. 
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n' aU1"o lOpu811KF. 1"0 Greek Children's 
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To Greek Children's Fund UVijKEl 0"1"0 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Cen
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The Greek Children's Fund 
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The American Farm School in Thessaloniki 
Acquires The Dimitri Perrotis College 

It did not surprise her friends that Aliki 
Perrotis once again joined the great bene
factors of Greece. Her generosity together 
with her devotion to the ones she loved 
have constantly helped both individuals 
and institutions. Less than five years ago 

Mrs. Aliki Perro tis. 

I By IRIS LILL YS I 
structed and enlarged in memory of Ali
ki's parents and it is today one of the most 
up-to-date hospitals in Greece. The name 
"Constantopoulion" shall remain forever. 

Last year a sad event struck Aliki. Her 
husband of thirty years, Dimitris Perrotis 
passed away. In spite of her tremendous 
grief, his widow got busy looking for the 
right place to commemorate her husband. 
What would her "Dimitraki" have want
ed? He believed in education, but also in 
nature. And being a businessman, he had 
a practical mind. Everything had to serve 
a purpose, be productive. The American 
Farm School in Thessaloniki was the in
stitution that comprises all ofDimitris be
liefs. It became Aliki's choice. 

In Greece most are familiar with the 
American Farm School and oits excellent 
reputation is well spread. Surprisingly two 
thirds of the Board of Trusties is consisted 
by Americans. The tradition goes back al
most one hundred years. A missionary, 
John Henry House, born in Painsville, 
Ohio, had been assigned to the Theologi
cal School in the Balkans. Thessaloniki, 
at that time part of Turkish Macedonia, was 
one of the centers visited often by the mis
sionaries. During these pilgrimages, Dr. 
House came up with an idea. As time went 
by his idea became an obsession. It was to 
"train the children along things of the heart, 

the head and the hands, that is the whole 
man." Wars, occupations, guerillas were 
the continuous hardships that Dr. House 
had to fight. Yet the idea of his school re
mained strong in his mind. And suddenly 
a miracle happened. Ellen Stone, a mis-

Mr. Dimitris Perro tis. 

sionary saved from bandits' kidnapping, 
donated $500 as a gesture of gratitude to
wards a fund for the school project. A small 
committee of supporters of the idea was 
formed in America and thus this frail nu
cleus became essential to the school's 
birth. John House's dream had taken roots. 
The first step of the founder was to plant 
400 mulberry trees. They still exist today 
as a constant reminder of the first bebe
factor. Dr. House, with the help of a care-
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taker, built a hut of mud and packing cas
es to protect their land. Faith and certainly 
a sense of humor made John House write 
in the mud "American Farm School." 

Dedication and perseverance paid off. 

Mrs. Perrotis cuts the ribbon inaugurating the new College. George Draper, Director of 
the School, left. 

Dr. House's daughter, Grace Bigelow 
House, came to the States to get her edu
cation. Probably the mysticism of her 
home land followed her. Although teach
ing at the Hampton Institute in Virginia 
and later on at the Penn School for girls, 
she managed to persuade prominent Quak
ers to be the first members of the newly 
formed Board of Trusties of the Farm 
School. Also Miss Grace Dodge, heiress 
of the car company, Expressed great in
terest and promised to help with an annual 
cintribution as soon as the Board of Trust
ees could be organized. The year was 1903. 
A prestigious man, Dr. Leander Chamber
lain, accepted the chairmanship. His solid 
reputation and his exceptional ability es
tablished the credibility of the new under
taking. Calculating that the institution 
would need a minimum of $4,000 a year 
to function, he promised Dr. Home that the 

Board would be responsible for that sum. 
The first meeting was held at the dining
room table of Lusius Beers, a well-to-do 
merchant in New York, brother of Mrs. 

Home. The first act of the board was to 
send a petition for the incorporation of the 
school to the Supreme Court of the State 
of New York. The bylines read: 
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"For the purpose of providing agricul
tural and institutional training under Chris
tian supervision for the youth in the prov
ince of Macedonia of European Turkey in 
order that they may betrained to appreci
ate the dignity of manual work and be 
helped to lives of self-respect, thrift and 
industry." 

This is the institution that Aliki Perro
tis chose to honor her husband's name. 
From now on the Dimitris Perrotis College 
will be added to the school . Both the do
nor and the recipient deserve it. 

Dimitris Perrotis was born in Athens. 
After graduating in economics he decided 
to pursue his own inclination, to his fa
ther's great disappointment. He proved 
him wrong. His success in the building 
industry during the post-war construction 
boom made him climb in a short time to 
the top of his career. Also he had the great 
luck to meet one of Athens' celebrated 
beauties Aliki Constantopoulou, daughter 
of the "father" of the construction indus
try and public works in Greece. Dimitri 
was the ideal man that a father would 
dream for a son-in-law. Theodore Constan
topoulos persuaded him to join the fam ily 
business. In 1973 Dimitris Perrotis became 
President of the Board of Directors of 
Odon Odostromaton. His stewardship di
rected the company into expanded inter-
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The American Farm School in Thessaloniki. 

ests, including shipping. But his business 
... .. was only secondary to his qualities as a 
human being. His friends, his family, and 
especially his adoring wife will live to bless 
his memory and miss this exceptional man. 
So the institution that from now on bears 
his name had also to be remarkable. And 
it is ... Aliki Perrotis after cutting the rib
bon at the inauguration, summarized the 
project: 

"The Farm School possesses the quali
ties that both my husband and myself be
lieve in. Namely: education, practical skills 
and entrepreneurship together with com
mitment to the community." 

And for the record the fund, consisting 
of many times six zeros, will certainly ac
complish the dream of its donor. 

The name of Dimitris Perrotis will live 
forever. 

5631 N Lincoln Ave , Chicago, II 60659 
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Lenin's "Useful Idiots" and their Allies 
Power is the ability to define reality and 

have other people respond to your definition 

I'd like to tell you about something that 
happened to a woman I admire a lot. Her 
name is Dr. Mary Lefkowitz, and she is a 
world renowned classicist. In her recently 
published book, Not Out of Africa (Basic 
Books, New York, 1996), she talks about 
how she'd been aware of what "extreme 
Afrocentrists [were] doing in their class
rooms," but, like most of her colleagues, 
had been "unwilling to get involved." 

This changed in February of 1993 when 
she attended the annual Martin Luther 
King lecture at Wellesley College, where 
she is the Andrew W. Mellon Professor in 
the Humanities. The invited speaker that 
year was a man who the president of the 
college introduced as a "distinguished 
Egyptologist", Dr. ben-Jochannan, who, in 
actuality, was not an Egyptologist at all 
but, rather, an "extreme Afrocentrist" 
who'd written many books describing how 
"Greek civilization was stolen from Afri
ca" and that "Arostotle had robbed" his 
philosophy from the library at Alexandria 
when he came to Egypt with Alexander 
the Great. 

After the lecture -- during which he re
peated these claims -- there was the usual 
question-and-answer period. This was 
when Dr. Lefkowitz rose to politely ask of 
the "distinguished Egyptologist" how it 
was that Aristotle could have "stolen his 
philosophy from the library at Alexandria 
when that library had only been built after 
his death." She also pointed out that "Ar
istotle never went to Egypt ... [and that] 
the library of Alexandria ... was certainly 
built some years after the city was found
ed, which was after both Aristotle's and 
Alexander's deaths." 

Ben-Jochannan's distinguished and 
scholarly response was to not answer the 
question at all and to state that he resented 
the tone of the inquiry. This learned rep
artee no doubt encouraged the students 
who came up to Dr. Lefkowitz after the 

Afrocentrist Prof. Leonard Jeffries 

IBy ARTHURN. FRANGOS I 
ing brainwashed by white historians. 

Now, Dr. Lefkowitz is a Jewish schol
ar of the first rank who, in her book, raises 
this question in the mind of the reader: If 
we allow the Greeks to be robbed of their 
heritage, what is to prevent the day com
ing when it will be taught in our universi
ties and colleges that the Nazi Holocaust 
never happened? For just as it was wrong, 
she says, for some of the Hellenized Jew
ish writers in ancient Alexandria to claim 

that the Greeks "had been inspired by He
brew ideas," and that "Pythagoras, So
crates, and Plato knew and studied the 
books of Moses" it is equally wrong "[to] 
deprive the Greeks of their heritage [to
day], particularly if the charges against the 
ancient Greeks can decisively be shown 
to be wrong." 

This is a good question. But it is a ques
tion that, in my opinion, begs another, 
more important, question, which is: What 
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are the societal dynamics that created the 
conditions under which such a blatant usur
pation of people's history can be allowed 
to go on virtually unchallenged? 

This question is more difficult not the 
least because to answer it honestly would 
be to invite a barrage of personal invec
tive including the usual sine qua non lita
ny of "racist," "fascist," "anachronistic 
throwback," and other choice ad hominum 
buzzwords of the sclerotic ideologues who 
prefer, like the majority of Dr. Lefkow
itz's colleagues, to not rock the boat, and 
just go along in order to get along: the kind 
of people who are inclined to want to re
vile the messenger rather than respond fac
tually to the message he brings. 

I'd like to answer at least part of this 
question, however, and I'd like to start with 
a quote by the late, and by some, much
lamented Franklin D. Roosevelt before I 
begin to explore the possible reasons we 
live in a time when the truth is twisted to 
suit the interests of some of the "protected 
minorities" (who now, by the way, com
prise about two-thirds of our population) 
who happen to be screaming the loudest 
at any given moment. And why the estab
lishment in this country cringes and grov-

els instead of standing up to these agita
tors whose avowed goal seems to be to 
bring this nation to its knees. Roosevelt 
said: 

In politics nothing happens by accident. 
If something happens, you can be sure 
that someone planned it that way. 
I quote this for those who still believe 

in the Marxian theory of dialectical mate
rialism: That it is not the shaping of events 
by an external force for an external pur
pose that moves the world, but rather a 
natural opposition of forces in reality 
which lead inevitably toward teleological 
perfection through the process of thesis, 
antithesis, and synthesis. And also to fore
stall those who would accuse me of being 
a "conspiracy nut" for taking Roosevelt at 
his word. 

Now, as to the question of whether or 
not there is a conspiracy against America 
in particular and Western European (Hel
lenic) civilization in general, I'd like to 
posit this hypothesis: Let's say there are 
three Greeks - a Cypriot, a Macedonian, 
and an Epirote - each living in a different 
part of the world, each unknown to the oth
ers, and each working hard on committees 
and in other ways; one on the Cyprus prob-

lem, one on the Macedonian issue, and one 
on the question of Northern Epiros. Each 
is working to further what he perceives to 
be his own narrow and provincial inter
ests, yet each is helping the greater cause 
of Greece! Are these three people in a con
spiracy? 

I would answer no. But, just as with the 
three Greeks, my argument is that there are 
disparate forces at work today which are 
acting in what they perceive to be their own 
self interests, and which, though they may 
not be engaged in what might normally be 
considered a conspiracy, are forthering the 
realization of a common goal. 

At this point one might reasonably ask: 
Just what is that common goal? I guess it 
can best be exemplified by casting an eye 
on a sculpture I saw a picture of awhile 
ago. This statue decorates the headquar
ters ofthe United Nations Educational, Sci
entific, and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), in New York City. It is a 
sculpture of a bland, featureless, generic 
human form. A UNESCO representation 
of the future which, I believe, is supposed 
to show us just what our great, great grand
children will look like once the New World 
Order revolution has obliterated all of the 
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God-given characteristics that make us 
unique. This sculpture serves the exact 
opposite purpose of classical Greek art, 
from which our young drew inspiration, 
knowledge, and pride by viewing idealized 
images if their own kind. 

Instead, we see this kind ofindoctrinat
ingjunk "art" everywhere today. Its obvi
ous purpose is to prepare us for the new 
nationless, faceless, Godless, characterless 
slob destined to be the new man of the fu
ture. If you doubt what I say, just take note 
of the current nondescript types being used 
more and more to advertise anything and 
everything these days. These people cer
tainly bear little resemblance to those of 
European ancestry we were used to seeing 
in the past. Or brace yourselflong enough 
to get through a few minutes of the vomit 
we call T.V. programming, and look close
ly at the characters. Then (if you can stand 
it) watch a commercial or two in order to 
get a glimpse of what your posterity is be
ing groomed to look like. 

All ofthis is not being done accidently 
(remember Roosevelt's dictum). The es
tablishment - by which term I refer main
ly to the Government, Big business, Aca
deme, and the Media (Henceforth Acame
dia) - is most certainly aware of what it is 
doing and why. 

These "pillars" of society are quintes
sentially self-serving, opportunistic, and in 
some cases, incredibly naive. Consequent
ly, one must never expect to fmd among 
them even a scintilla of that wonderful 
combination of pragmatism mixed with 
idealism that characterized both our an
cient ancestors and the founding fathers of 
this nation. (As Edith Hamilton said: "The 
ancient Greeks may have had their heads 
in the clouds but their feet were firmly 
planted on the ground." And even a cur
sory reading ofthe lives and works of the 
great men who founded this country can
not fail to convince that they knew how to 
forge a seemingly impossible dream tem
pered, however, by the checks and balanc
es needeed to avoid or mitigate the per
versities of human nature.) 

So that we can take as a given that a 
self-serving, opportunistic, partly naive 
establishment is not going to act in a man
ner that will most benefit the coming gen
erations by seeking to preserve the best that 
has been said, thought, or written in its 
culture. Such an establishment, imbued as 
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it is with the spirit of our times - best ex
pressed in the phrase apres moi Ie deluge 
(!lEta uno E!lE 'to laOC;) - will unfailing
ly choose showy, short-term palliatives 
rather than rigorous long-term treat
ment to solve society'S ills. 

So it is not surprising at all when one 
also takes into account that our craven, 
self-serving establishment "pillars" are of 
course aware of an ominous trend taking 
place in America today, and are naturally 
scrambling to abandon the ship of West
ern civilization lest they fall into the sea 
of oblivion and drown like rats. This omi
nous trend is set forth in alarming detail 

by the U.S. Census Bureau and documents 
the patterns of growth or decline in the 
population of this country from 1993 to 
2050. 

According to this report, the Census 
Bureau projects, through its evaluations 
and extrapolations, the following changes 
in the future racial composition of Ameri
ca regarding its Hispanic, White non-His
panic, and Black non-Hispanic popula
tions: 

In January of 1993, there were 
24,612,000 counted Hispanics in the U.S. 
By 2006, they will outnumber Blacks for 
the first time with a population of 
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Athons Eloctra Hotol: 5, Ennou Sir., 
Constitution Sq. - 105 63 
Tel.(OI) 32.23.223 - Fax 32.20.310 -Tlx 216896 
Fully reconstructed during 1991192 

Tho .. alonlkl Eloctra Palace Hotel: 
9, An,totelous Sq. - 546 24 

101,(031)23.22.21- Fax 23.59.47 -11x 412590 
Completely renovated during 1992 

Rhode. ~I.ctro Palace Hotel: 
Toanta Beach - 851 00 
1el,(0241) 92.521- Fax 92.038 -Tlx 292465 
Fully reconstructed durlnR 1991192 

Athens Electra Palace Hotel: 18. Nikodimou Str. Plaka 
District- 105 57 
Tel.(OI) 32.41.401 - Fax 32.41.875 -Tlx 216896 
Completely renovated during 199 1192 

Creta Beach Holel & Bungalows: 
Ammoudara, Heraelion - 715 00 
Tel.(081) 25.23.02 - Fax 25.1 7.77 

Execulive office: S. Ermou Str.- IOS 6.1 Athens 
T el.(Oll 32.21.223 - Fax .12.20J 10- Tlx 216896 

For any reason you 
come to Greece for 
business or vacations 
the Electra Group of 
Hotels are ideal for 
your stay. 

Electra Hotel in the 
center of Athens. 

Electra Palace Hotel in 
PI aka districi jusl in 
the fOOl of Acropoli:;. 

Electra Palace Hotel in 
the most central and 
picturesque square of 
Thessaloniki. 

Creta Beach Hotel & 
Bungalows on the 
beach of Ammoudara 
just 5 kms from 
Heraklion city. 

Electra Palace Hotel 
on the beach of Trianta 
9 kms from the town of 
Rhodes. 

A chain of Hotels 
well known for 
its elegant 
environment and 
excellent service. 
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36,638,000; a growth rate of 48% in little 
more than a decade. By July of2050, there 
will be some 88,071,000 Hispanics in the 
U.S.: an incredible increase of over 257%. 

In January of 1993, there were 
30,768,000 countedBlacks in the U.S. By 
2003 they will number 4,201,000 more. 
And by July of2050, there will be an ad
ditional 25,578,000 Blacks in the U.S-for 
an increase of 83%. 

Now let's look at the white population 
projections (remembering that many who 
are counted as whites by the bureaucrats -
Egyptians, Iranians, Bangladeshis, Indians, 
Arabs, etc., are not really white), where 
we see that by 2050 there will be some 
205,849,000; a mere increase of 7.5% 
overe what the count is now. 

When one factors in a very conserva
tive estimate of about an 8% Asian popu
lation by 2050, we see that whites will 
comprise no more than 54% of the total 
within the lifetime of our young men and 
women (U.S. Census Bureau. Components 
of Change for the u.s. 1993 to 2050: Mid
dle Series. Statistical Information Office. 
Sections F,G,H.passim). 

And when one considers that much 
more than 4% of the white segment count
ed in the report is not really white at all, it 
is then more than likely that by 2050 there 
will be a majority non-white population in 
America! 

Is it any wonder then our "courageous" 
establishment "leaders" are tripping all 
over themselves to suck up to the non
whites in this country? Show me a politi
cian who doesn't want their votes, or a 
business man their trade. As for the utopi
an fantasizers (the ones Lenin would refer 
to as his "useful idiots") that comprise so 
much of Acamedia these days, they 

couldn't be happier. What Lenin, Stalin, 
Trotsky, and Mao couldn't do in Ameri
ca, the wimpy cowards in the corporate 
boardrooms, and the regal, elected-elite in 
Washington will do in their stead, for what 
else do these fuzzy-minded professors
who-never-made-a payroll, and the en
trenched, inside-the-beltway crowd, to
gether with the arrogant, "we know best" 
media naifs and their machiavellian boss
es want more than a homogenized, class
less, dumbed-down, unisex, TV-mesmer
ized horde of unquestioning consumers of 
their products, their politics, and their the
oretical, equalitarian papp? 

So we should not be at all shocked that 
a ben-Jochannan is allowed to pollute with 
his presence the once-hallowed halls of 
learning while corrupting the minds of our 
young with his lies; that rampaging blacks 
can slaughter whites with impunity; that 
parts of Los Angeles can be burned to the 
ground because a doped-up, attack-dog of 
a beast was subdued with necessary force; 
or that a Jesse Jackson and Louis Farra
khan can actually be taken seriously and 
fawned over instead of being treated like 
the ridiculous clowns they really are. 

It is an immutable law of nature - dem
onstrated time and again by history - that 
ethnic groups that surppress their survival 
instincts are invariably displaced by those 
who don't. More to the point, in view of 
the almost total lack of an organized and 
determined resistance on our part to thwart 
the outrageous and premeditated thievery 
of our history by the coddled Afrocentrists, 
let me predict even more distortions and 
thefts of our Hellenic heritage in the fu
ture, for - to paraphrase an old saw - in the 
war for the hearts and minds of the mass
es, truth is often the first casualty! 
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EllllV()1toulu 
Ku8E xpOVO cp8uvouv <J'tTJV NEU 

Y OPKTJ 1tOUEe; 8EKU8Ee; KUPKtv01tu8ij 
1tut8tu U1tO 'tTJV EAA.<l8u yw 8EPU1telU <J'tO 
1tEpiCPTJIlO cr' OAO 'tOY KO<JIlO Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. EivUl 
t8tro'tlKO IlTJ KEp80<JK01tlKO i8pUllU <J'tO 
o1toio yivov'tut EpWVEe; ytU 'tOY KUPKivo 
KUt 8EPU1telU 'tTJC; U8EpU1tW'tTJe; U<J8E
VEWe; . 

Tu 1tEPt<J<JO'tEPU 1tut8tu elVUt U1tO 
U1t0pEe; otKOYEVEtEe; Kat ot YOVele; 1tOU 'tU 
<JUV08EllOUV UV'tlIlE'tro1ti~ouv 'to 1tpO~ATJ
IlU 'tTJe; <J'tEne; Kut 1tPO<JUPlloyije; <J'tO YEO 
1tEPt~UAAOV IlE 8U1tUVEe; 1tOU 8EV el Vat <JE 
8E<JTJ vu UV'tlIlE'tro1ti<Jouv. 

f't' UUtO t8pu8TJKE 'to Greek Children's 
Fund. rlU vu ~OTJ8ij<JEt <J'tTJV E~EUPE<JTJ 
CHEYTJe;, vu 8tWKOAUVEt 'tTJv el<J080 'trov 
1tut8twv <J'tO VO<JOKOllelO, VU 'tOUe; KPU'tU 
<Juv'tpocptU IllU El8tKij KOtVroVtKij AEt
'tOupy6e; KUt vu E~U<JCPUAi<JEt <J'toue; 
yovEie; 'tU ~U<JtKU E~08u 'tTJe; 1tUpUllovije; 
'tOue; <J'tTJv N. YOPKTJ. 

To Greek Children's Fund UVijKEt <J'tQ 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Cen
ter KUt 8tw8uVE'tUt U1tO E1tl'tP01tij 0110-
YEVWV U1tO 'tT!V 1tpoEilpiu 'tou t8pu'tOu 'tou 
'tUllelOU uu'tou K. L'tEAtOU MU't8uiou, 
E1tlXEtPTJIlU'tiu E<J'ttu'toPlrov <J'tO NtOU 
T~E p<JEu. 

BOTJ8ij<J'tE KUt (Jete; 'tu KUpKt v01tu8ij 
1tat8tu <J'tEAVOV'tUe; 01tOto8ij1t0'tE 1t0<J0 
<J'tTJV 1tUPUKU'tro IhEu8uv<Jll 'tou VO<JO
lCOllelOU: 

The Greek Children's Fund 

PO Box 541500 

Flushing, N.Y. 11354 

I want to help. Enclosed in my contribu
tion: 

N8Jtle ............... ........................................ . 

Address ............ ............... ...... ........ .... ... . 

City ............. ........................................... . 

State ........... ...... . Zip code ..................... . 
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Modern Hellenism: A Success Story 
By DEMETRIOS L. KIKAS, M.D. 

and 
GABRIEL D. KIKAS, Ph.D. 

Comments on a book by Arthur N. Frangos 
Ms. Penelope Karageorge's book re- The Greek American public can proud- In the periphery, the modem Greeks 

have proved themselves to be hard-wor
king and well-disciplined. They have dem
onstrated their patriotism for the mother
land in promoting the teaching of the Greek 
language and in educating their children 
about their forefather's culture and histo
ry. The Greek diaspora has also offered 
generous economic support for Greece 
and, moreover, has fought using all its 
means in preventing Turkey from becom
ing a stronger military force than Greece. 
In the past fifty years, thanks to easy trav
el and effective communication, the mod
em Hellenic movement has become an in
creasingly coherent and unified social phe
nomenon. 

view (of Arthur N. Frangos, Realms of ly consider itself to be an important ele
Gold: An Iliad of Our Time) in the No- ment of the Modem Hellenist movement. 
vember issue of Greek American Review 
is a disappointment. 

It is a most frustrating piece of work 
because she sets out to praise a book that 
does nothing but belittle and ridicule the 
Greek American community. Mr. Frangos' 
book is a work of heated rhetoric, offering 
no constructive commentary as to how to 
awaken Greek Americans from their al
leged mental lethargy. Mr. Frangos' work 
is an angry and cynical volume and, con
trary to Ms. Karageorge's suggestion, does 
not deserve to be on Greek America's 
MUST READ LIST. 

Modem Hellenism, which includes Greeks 
living in Greece (the Center) and those liv
ing in other countries around the world (the 
Periphery), can trace its origins back to the 
establishment of the Greek nation in 1821. 
Its founding is an unique historical event 
because, unlike the city-states of ancient 
Greece, the modem Greeks were able for 
the very first time to bring about a unified 
political state. In the first hundred years, 
the modem Greeks were also able to lib
erate successfully all the other Greek lands 
and people (with the exception of Asia 
Minor). 
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Ms. Karageorge failed to mention Mr. 
Frangos' disturbing views about Greek 
Americans which appeared in the introduc
tion of his book. He argues that Greek 
American parents suffer at the hands of 
children who rule the household and, in 
particular, of daughters who dress up like 
harlots. Mr. Frangos argues that the demise 
of the Greek American family is not the 
result of bad parenting, but of the influ
ence of Western culture on their offspring. 
More importantly, Mr. Frangos warns his 
readers that the threat of Western culture 
is far more dangerous to the purity of 
Greek culture and heritage than that of 
Turkey's territorial ambitions. 

Mr. Frangos chooses, however, to ig
nore two important facts. First and fore
most, western culture can trace its roots 
back to Greek antiquity and to Christiani
ty. Secondly, Western culture's recent fail
ures is an ubiquitous event which has re
sulted in an increasingly moral and social 
crisis and, therefore, independent of eth
nic and social status. Man's progress in 
technology did not coincide with man's 
progress in morality. Benjamin R. Barber 
argues that the Western world is a more 
cynical and materialistic one because of 
the influence of distressing factors such as 
"fast food, fast computers, and MTV." The 
family and community structure have dis
integrated; the world of quantity has re
placed the world of quality. 

What Mr. Frangos has also failed to re
alize is that there are those like Vaclav 
Havel of the Czech Republic and many 
others in Europe and the United States who 
have started a social movement to restore 
moral values, quality of life, and respect 
for the environment. Modem Hellenism 
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should rightly take its place in contribut
ing to this social awakening because of its 
long humanistic tradition and dedication 
to Christianity . In conclusion, Modem 

Hellenism has a bright future. With wis
dom and humility, Modem Hellenism can 
make its contribution in bringing about for 
the West a happier way of life. 

Folk Dance Festival 
In San Francisco 

The Greek Orthodox Folk Dance Fes
tival, under the auspices of the Diocese of 
San Francisco of the Greek Archdiocese 
of America is hosting its 21 st annual Folk 
Dance Festival. The Festival will be held 
on February 13th through 16th at the Red 
Lion Hotel in Ontario, California. The Folk 
Dance Festival is a Greek Orthodox Youth 
Ministry which offers a Greek folk dance 
and choral competition for groups rang
ing from 8 years old to adult. This year's 
festival theme is "The Greatest 
Dance-Show on Earth" and will feature a 
Circus Night with clowns, mimes, stilt 
walkers and much more! In addition, there 
will be performances by "Ziyia", a tradi
tional Greek folk orchestra, as well as the 
"Olympians" whose specialty is modem 
Greek music . Although the Festival caters 
primarily to dance groups from the West
ern Diocese, it is open to all dance groups 
outside of the Diocese whose members or 

their parents are in good standing in the 
Greek Orthodox Church. For more infor
mation, call the FDF toll-free hotline at 
(888) FDF-970l or visit the web site at 
www.Greece.org/FDF. 

The FDF is a Greek Orthodox Youth 
Ministry under the auspices of the Diocese 
of San Francisco of the Greek Archdio
cese of America. Our primary purpose is 
to bring youth together in Christian fellow
ship through Greek folk dance and the re
lated folk arts. Much of our success is due 
to the unwavering support of our bishop, 
His Grace Bishop Anthony. Since 1976 the 
FDF has hosted a folk dance competition 
which primarily services the parishes in the 
Western Diocese, but is also open to dance 
groups outside the Diocese, who are in 
good standing with the Greek Orthodox 
Church. Groups from Denver, New Jersey, 
Florida, Canada, Greece and Cyprus have 
participated in past Folk Dance Festivals. 

A GLITTERING STAR ON THE GALAXY 
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Greek - Americans in Review By SUSAN K KLERIDES 

HONORS FOR JUDGE GEORGE 
AND PROFESSOR KA TSORIS 

~e Eastern Orthodox Lawyers As
.1 sociation honored Judge Norman 

George of the New York State Court of 
Claims, and Professor Constantine Kat
soris of Fordham Law School at the asso-

ciation's annual dinner held recently at 
Terrace on the Park in Flushing, NY. Both 
honorees were classmates at Fordham Law 
School. Judge George's wife, Judge Har
riet George, is also a Fordham alumnus. 
Professor Katsoris joined the Fordham fac
ulty 33 years ago and has taught over 7,000 
students to date. He also has a career in 
securities arbitration, and as a Public Mem
ber of the Securities Industry Conference 
on Arbitration, has arbitrated over 200 cas
es at the NASD, the New York Stock Ex
change, and the American Arbitration As
sociation. 

Judge Nicholas Tsoucalas, of the Court 
of International Trade, presided over the 
installation of the organization's officers 
and board of directors. The officers are: 
Bill Gianaris, president; Kate Christofora
tos, first vice-president; Steven Atesho
glou, second vice-president; Vanessa Plou
mis, recording secretary; Mamie Stathatos, 
corresponding secretary; and George Pou
los, treasurer. Spiros Tsimbinos is the 
chairman of the board of directors. Board 
members include: Honorable Yorka 
Linakis, John Saketos, Phillip Spyropou
los, Mario Karonis, Nick Katsoris, Helen 
Makris, Gus Haritos, and Michael Harto
filis. President Bill Gianaris also present
ed several scholarships to law students on 
behalf of the organization. 

JANUARY, 1997 

CHRIS TSAGANIS 
ADDRESSES 

HELICON SOCIETY 

Chris Tsaganis, owner of Christo's 
Restaurant and Christo's II, was the 

guest speaker at a Helicon Society lecture 
held recently at the Greek Institute in Cam
bridge, MA. Mr. Tsaganis spoke on "Ele
ments of Entrepreneurial Success." Born 
in Thoknia, Megalopolis, he immigrated 
to Canada in 1953. While visiting Brock
ton, MA, he met and married Bessie Cap
pos. Settling in Brockton in 1955, Mr. Tsa
ganis worked in Peter's Lunch, which he 
eventually owned. He opened the 
now-legendary Christo's Restaurant in 
1965, which has been expanded three times 
since, and Christo's II, a function facility 
in 1978. 

Active in several organizations and 
community activities, Mr. Tsaganis is a 
member ofthe board of trustees of Stone
hill College, a member and past president 
ofthe advisory board ofthe Annunciation 
Church in Brockton, and member and past 
president of the Alpha Omega Council. His 
many awards and recognitions include: 
Restaurateur of the Year by the Massachu
setts Restaurant Association, 1996; Man 
of the Year A ward by the Alpha Omega 
Council, 1995; Man ofthe Year Award by 

...I 

the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, 
1993; and National Conference of Chris
tians and Jews Award, 1991. Mr. Tsaga
nis and his late wife Bessie, had two daugh
ters, Georgia Tsaganis and Maria Tsaga
nis Samson. 

This lecture was one in a series of events 
sponsored by the Helicon Society. Found
ed in 1911, the Helicon Society sponsors 
lectures by distinguished speakers on a 
variety of educational and cultural topics, 
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special arts and musical events, as well as 
social gatherings. 

GAZES CARDIAC RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE OPENS 

The Medical University of South 
Carolina has opened the Gazes Car

diac Research Institute, named for Dr. Pe
ter Gazes, a noted cardiologist and former 
director of the cardiovascular division of 
the medical center. Dr. Gazes resigned the 
position in 1985 after 34 years of service 
to spend more time on other aspects of his 
career. "I wanted my remaining years de
voted to patients, teaching, and research," 
said the 75-year-old Dr. Gazes. In March, 
Dr. Gazes will be honored with the Most 
Gifted Teacher Award from the American 
College of Cardiology at the Annual Con
vocation in Anaheim, CA. 

"The first floor of the new center will 
be predominantly for patient care. We want 
to get into preventive cardiology, " ex
plained Dr. Gazes. "That will enable us to 
outline what people who are at risk for 
having a heart attack need to do." Most of 
the space in the Gazes Cardiac Research 
Institute will be used to study heart fail
ures and enlarged hearts. 

Dr. Gazes, a native of St. Matthews, SC 
is a graduate of the Medical University of 
South Carolina. After serving in the U. S. 
Navy, Dr. Gazes spent three years at Phil
adelphia General Hospital. From mid-1946 
through mid-1948 he was a resident in 
medicine, then became a cardiology re
search fellow for a year. In 1949, Dr. Gaz
es was spirited back to his alma mater in 
South Carolina by Dr. Robert Walton, then 
head of MUSC's pharmacology division. 
He became the first cardiologist in the state. 

Having the new center named for him is 
an honor, said Dr. Gazes, who spends a 
great deal of time working on the first 
major U.S. heart study focusing on 
African-Americans. 

In addition to being a widely respected 
researcher and teacher, Dr. Gazes is also a 
respected author. His book, Clinical Car
diology, soon to be released in its fourth 
edition, is widely used by both students and 
doctors. The book has been translated into 
Italian and Japanese. "It's unusual to have 
a single-author book," said Dr. Gazes, who 
also wrote Clinical Pearls in Cardiology 
alone. He has written more than 25 books 
with other doctors and 222 papers. Dr. 
Gazes is married to the former Athena Cri
tikos and they have three daughters. 

DR. TAMPAS NAMED 
ACR GOLD MEDALIST 

Dr. John P. Tampas, chairman ofra-
diology at the University of Ver

mont College of Medicine/Medical Cen
ter Hospital of Vermont, was awarded the 
American College of Radiology's Gold 
Medal at the society' s annual meeting held 
in San Antonio, TX. Dr. Tampas has spent 
his entire medical career, over thirty years, 
in academic and organized radiology. A 
native of Burlington, VT, Dr. Tampas has 
been the chairman of radiology at the uni
versity/medical center for 26 years. In ad
dition to his administrative and organiza
tional responsibilities, Dr. Tampas contin
ues to carry a full clinical load, including 
an on-call schedule. 

He received his undergraduate and 
medical degrees from the University of 
Vermont. After an internship at Bryn 
Mawr Hospital in Pennsylvania, Dr. Tam
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pas served as a flight surgeon in the U. S. 
Air Force, then returned to Burlington for 
a residency in radiology under Dr. A. Bra
dley Soule. Following his residency, he 
pursued an interest in pediatric radiology 
as the late John Gwinn's first fellow at Los 
Angeles Children's Hospital. This was fol
lowed by a year in cardiac radiology at 
Indiana University with John Campbell 
and Eugene Klatte. Dr. Tampas was award
ed the James Picker Foundation Scholar
ship in 1962, and returned to the Univer
sity of Vermont as assistant professor of 
radiology. 

Dr. Tampas received the Teacher of the 
Year Award of the University of Vermont 
College of Medicine in 1960 and 1974. He 
was the recipient of the Karl Jefferson 
Thompson Memorial Award for Excel
lence in Teaching in 1969 and 1975. He 
served on the board of chancellors of the 
American College of Radiology, and was 
chairman of the Committee on Member 
Insurance. Dr. Tampas also served on the 
executive council of the American Roent
gen Ray Society, and was president of the 
organization from 1982 to 1983. In 1992, 
the ARRS awarded Dr. Tampas its Gold 
Medal for Distinguished Service to Radi
ology. He is a member of several medical 
societies. His outstanding academic ac
complishments resulted in his election to 
Alpha Omega Alpha. Dr. Tampas and his 
wife Kathy have four children, Jessica, 
Peter, Andrea, and Christiana. 

MS. POULOS TO HEAD 
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES 

His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon 
of America has announced the ap

pointment of Paulette Poulos as Director 
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of the Archdiocese Department of Stew
ardship Ministries. Her primary responsi
bilities will include an outreach program 
to ensure the full support of all communi
ties in fulfilling their total commitment ob
ligations to the Archdiocese, as well as 
overseeing the LOGOS program and as
sisting the communities in developing their 
local Stewardship programs. 

Ms. Poulos joined the Archdiocese in 
1965 and served in the Dept. of Laity until 
1970. She was associate director of Youth 
Ministry from 1970 to 1972 when she be
came director of the LOGOS program un
til 1984. She was then appointed adminis
trative assistant to the Office of the Arch
bishop where she served until recently. 

OCL ELECTS NEW BOARD 

Elections for new officers were con
ducted during the Orthodox Chris

tian Laity's ninth annual meeting, held re
cently in Sarasota, FL. The new president 
is educator and OCL' s longtime executive 
vice-president, George Matsoukas of West 
Palm Beach, FL. Mr. Matsoukas, who 
holds a master's degree from the Univer
sity of Iowa, has been grants coordinator 
at Palm Beach Community College for the 
past 25 years. He is an advocate of spiritu
al renewal and has been in the ranks of 
OCL since the first year after its inception. 

Boston attorney George Coupounas has 
been elected executive vice president. Chi
cago educator and author Alice O. Kopan 
and Los Angeles community activist Timi 
Loomos will be the new vice presidents. 
Pennsylvania writer and computer special
ist Laura lones was elected secretary, and 
Chicago stock analyst lames Koulogeorge 
will be the new treasurer. Outgoing presi
dent Nicholas Karakas's dedication has 
been recognized with his appointment as 
chairman of the presidential advisory 
board. 

ored recently at a reception hosted by the 
Consul General of Greece and Mrs. lohn 
Economides on the occasion of their ap
pointment as Commanders of the Order of 
Merit by Greek President Constantine 
Stephanopoulos. This honor is bestowed 
annually by the President of Greece upon 
individuals of Greek origin who live and 
work away from Greece and have brought 
attention to their homeland through their 
accomplishments in the fields of science, 
the humanities, and creative arts. Over 
three hundred guests, including prominent 
members of the large Greek American ac
ademic community of the Greater Boston 
area gathered at the Greek Consulate on 
Beacon Hill to honor Professors Gyftopou
los and Trichopoulos. 

Professor Elias Gyftopoulos was born 
in Athens in 1927. He received his diplo
ma in mechanical and electrical engineer
ing from the Polytechnic University of 
Athens in 1953, and his science doctorate 
in electrical engineering from the Massa
chusetts Institute of Technology in 1958. 
Professor Gyftopoulos began teaching at 
MIT in 1955, becoming professor of engi
neering in 1965 and Ford professor of en
gineering in 1970, a position he held until 
his retirement earlier this year. He has re
ceived four awards as an outstanding edu
cator. 

In the past two decades, Professor Gy
ftopoulos has dedicated his efforts to the 
study of cost-effective energy use in in
dustrial processes, and teaching and re-

AHEPA'S 1997 CYPRUSIHELLENIC 
AFFAIRS PROGRAM 

AHEPA president Dr. Spiro Macris 
has announced the appointment of the 
Cyprus and Hellenic Affairs Committee for 
1997.lohn Sitilides of California has been 

The committee's 1997 issues agenda, 
overwhelmingly approved by the AHEPA 
General Assembly in Houston, calls for 
concerted U. S. efforts to enG Turkish ag-

One of the first items on the new board's AHEPA Supreme President Dr. Spiro Macris (left) welcomes John Catsimatidis to the 

agenda is to meet with newly-enthroned 
Archbishop Spyridon of America. 

GREEK GOVERNMENT 
HONORS GREEK-AMERICANS 

Two distinguished Greek American 
1. scientists with international reputa

tions, Professor Elias Gyftopoulos and Pro
fessor Dimitrios Trichopoulos, were hon-

JANUARY, 1997 

organization. 

reappointed to a second term as chairman 
of the committee. The permanent members 
through 1997 are: Gilbert Kyprianou (Ne
vada); Tony Mavromaras (Ottowa); Paul 
Pappas (Ohio); Nick Polydoras (New 
York); E. lohn Rumpakis (Oregon); 
Michael Savvides (Virginia); lames 
Scofield (Florida); and lames Selimos 
(California). 

gression and threats of war in the Aegean, 
the withdrawal of Turkish occupation forc
es from Cyprus, conditioned arm sales and 
transfers to Turkey based on ending An
kara's violations of international law and 
human rights, support for the religious 
freedom of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
and support for a trans-Balkan oil pipeline 
through Greece. 
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search on a novel unified theory of quan
tum phenomena and thermodynamics 
without statistical probabilities. He has 
served on many boards, including those of 
the American Nuclear Society and the In
ternational Institute of Energy Conserva
tion, as well as nine American private cor
porations. He was chairman of the Aero
space Division of the American Nuclear 
Society and the National Energy Council 
of Greec'e. 

Professor Gyftopoulos has received 
numerous awards and honors and has pub
lished four books and over 120 articles in 
technical journals. He was editor-in-chief 
of 17 MIT Industrial Energy Conservation 
Manuals. 

Professor Dimitrios Trichopoulos was 
born in Athens in 1938. He studied medi
cine at the University of Athens and spe
cialized in internal medicine, microbiolo
gy, public health, and epidemiology at the 
Universities of Athens, London, Harvard, 
and Oxford. He is professor and director 
of the Department of Hygiene and Epide
miology at the University of Athens Med
ical School since 1972, professor and 
chairman of the Department of Epidemi
ology at the Harvard School of Public 
Health since 1989, and professor of can
cer prevention and director of the Center 
for Cancer Prevention at Harvard Univer
sity since 1992. 

In Greece, Professor Trichopoulos has 
served as chairman of the Interuniversity 
Center, the State Council on Occupational 
Diseases, the State Population Committee, 
as Rapporteur to the State Planning Com
mittee, and as a member of more than 40 
other committees. Internationally, he has 
served as a consultant and advisor to the 
World Health Organization, and has been 
a member of the Panel of Social Medicine 
and Epidemiology of the European Union, 
and organizer of several European Union 
projects, including those dealing with can
cer control, passive smoking, and teach
ing epidemiology. 

Professor Trichopoulos has received 
many honors in Greece, Europe, and the 
United States, and has authored and 
co-authored over 650 publications. His 
research work has contributed to the dis
covery of the role of passive smoking in 
the development oflung cancer and chron
ic obstructive lung disease. He has also 
studied the association between psycho log-
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ical stress and coronary heart disease, and 
has identified several dietary factors as 
links to certain cancers and other diseas
es. Professor Trichopoulos is currently 
working on a major hypothesis that he has 
developed concerning the causes of breast 
cancer. 

HONORS FOR 
CALOYERAS FAMILY 

On February 7th, Peter and Beverly 
Caloyeras will be honored by Loy

ola Marymount University for twenty 
years of devoted service to the University, 
located in Los Angeles, CA. For two de
cades, Mr. and Mrs. Caloyeras have sup
ported the University's goal of offering the 
finest educational opportunities to stu
dents. Mr. Caloyeras has served as chair 
of the Board of Regents for the last three 
years. 

To foster the study of Hellenism, Mr. 
and Mrs. Caloyeras provided the initial 
funds for the creation ofthe Basil P. Caloy
eras Center for Modem Greek Studies, 
named in honor of their father. They con
tributed the greater portion of the existing 
partial endowment and, through the years, 
have funded the Center's yearly Greek
American causes. Because of the Center 
they established at Loyola Marymount 
University, the campus has become a fo
cal point for Greek-American cultural ac
tivities in Southern California. 

The gathering to honor Mr. and Mrs. 
Caloyeras will also be a celebration of the 
partnership between the University and the 
Greek-American community for the pro
motion of Hellenic studies. Proceeds from 
this event will benefit the Center. The pres
ident of Loyola Marymount University, 
Father Thomas P. O'Malley, SJ, and 
former governor of Massachusetts, Micha
el Dukakis will be present at the event, to 
be held at the Westchester campus. 

GREEK-AMERICANS 
IN BUSINESS ABROAD 

Constantine Alexander and his part
ner, c.J. Alexander, Esq., principals and 
founders of the consulting firm Alexander 
& Alexander, have successfully complet
ed a search for a suitable joint venture part
ner on behalf of their client, a French dairy 

production company, for the establishment 
of a $3 million joint venture in the Repub
lic of Belarus. The project brings together 
a state-owned dairy production company 
in Belarus and a private French casein and 
caseinates manufacturing company with 
annual sales of $12 million. Alexander & 
Alexander located fmancing for the project 
and negotiated with the Belarusian State 
on their client' s behalf. 

Constantine Alexander held various 
leadership positions while living in Los 
Angeles, which included two terms as pres
ident of the Hellenic-American Chamber 
of Commerce, co-founder and director of 
the Council of European-American Cham
bers of Commerce, director of the Axios 
Foundation, and a long-standing member 
of AHEPA. After a successful investment 
banking career in Southern California and 
two years of service as an advisor to the 
Commission of the European Union in 
Brussels, Mr. Alexander brings his expe
rience with American and European busi
ness cultures to his consulting firm, which 
advises clients interested in making invest
ments in Europe. 

GREEK-AMERICANS 
COAST -TO-COAST 

John Catsimatides, New York busi
nessman, philanthropist, and publisher of 
The Hellenic Times, recently joined the 
Order of AHEP A and was inducted by 
Supreme President Dr. Spiro Macris. Mr. 
Catsimatides and his wife Margo have 
been supporters of AHEPA's Washington 
internship program through the Hellenic 
Times Scholarship Fund. 

Charles Moskos, professor of sociolo
gy at Northwestern University, has pub
lished All That We Can Be: Black Leader
ship and Racial Integration the Army Way. 
Professor Moskos spent last spring on a 
research and lecture trip which took him 
to Australia, Indonesia, and China. After
wards he spent two weeks with American 
soldiers in Bosnia. Among his many other 
books, Professor Moskos is the author of 
Greek-Americans: Struggle and Success. 

Jayne Dranias of Jayne Dranias De
signs, has been elected president of the Il
linois chapter of the American Society of 
Interior Designers. She has served on the 
chapter's board of directors and on its ways 
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chapter's board of directors and on its ways 
and means committee for several years. 
Ms. Dranias chaired the society's Oak 
Park River Forest Infant Welfare Show
case House. Her design projects include 
homes in the western suburbs and on Chi
cago's North Shore, as well as commer
cial establishments such as restaurants, 
private offices, law firms, and large cor
porate facilities in Chicago, New York, and 
Florida. 

Irene Antoniou has been appointed 
Chairperson of the Illinois Arts Council. 

Janis Vakarelis 

Dimitri Kavrakos, internationally ac
claimed opera singer, and piano virtuoso 
Janis Vakarelis, recently performed in a 
benefit concert at Roosevelt University in 
Chicago. The event was sponsored by the 
Chicago Fine Arts Society and the Chica
go Board of Roosevelt University. Wide
ly recognized as one of the great basses of 
our time, Mr. Kavrakos has appeared in 
many memorable lyric opera performanc
es in Chicago over the past 20 years. He 
recently appeared in "Aida" under conduc
tor Zubin Mehta, giving performances in 
Tokyo, Paris, and Athens before coming 
to the Chicago benefit. Mr. Vakarelis per
forms with major festivals and famous or
chestras of Europe, and gives sold out re
citals around the world to high critical ac
claim. He appeared last season as featured 
soloist at the Woodstock Mozart Festival. 

Soprano Maria Zouves was the fea
tured performer in a Mid American Pro-
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ductions double concert at Carnegie Hall 
in New York City. A native of Florida, Ms. 
Zouves has performed opera as well as 
Greek and Broadway songs in the United 
States and abroad. At her recent Carnegie 
Hall appearance, she was joined by three 
other singers, 10 choruses from across the 
nation, and the New England Symphonic 
Ensemble to present Saint Saens' "Christ
mas Oratorio, " and Handel's "Messiah," 
under Conductors Jonathan Griffith and 
Dudley Birder, respectively. 

Drs. John H. Panton, Peter J. Pan
ton, Robert W. Panton, and Elizabeth 
Panton Karkazis have established the 
Panton Eye Care Center in Elmwood Park, 
IL. A family of board certified eye physi
cians and surgeons offer the latest tech
nology for total eye care including outpa
tient cataract and implant surgery, and 
in-office laser surgery for glaucoma and 
diabetes. 

George K. Koutsoukos, DDS has an
nounced the opening of his practice in cos
metic, prosthodontic, and implant dentist
ry at the Tufts University School of Den
tal Medicine Faculty Practice in Boston, 
MA. 

Myrna C. George, former vice-chair 
of the Exeter/West Greenwich Regional 
School Committee and a member of the 
Commissioner of Education's Advisory 
Board for Gifted and Talented Education, 
has been elected to represent District 31 
in the Rhode Island House of Representa
tives. A Democrat, Ms. George is the first 
Greek-American woman to be elected to 
the Rhode Island House of Representa
tives. 

John G. Venious of New Hudson, MI 
received his Ph.D. in computer engineer
ing from Wayne State University in De
troit. He received his BS degree in electri
cal engineering from Michigan Technolog
ical University in 1974, and his MS de
gree in electrical engineering from Purdue 
University, Lafayette, IN in 1976. Mr. 
Venious is currently director oftechnolo
gy at Acromag, Inc. in Wixom, MI. 

Nicholas Patselas has been appointed 
public relations director at the Walt Whit
man Cultural Arts Center in Camden, NJ. 
Previously he was coordinator of campus 
affairs at Temple University in Philadel
phia, PA. 

Ann Papagiotis, Ph.D., former Ip
switch, MA High School teacher and girls 
basketball coach was recently inducted 
into the Women's Hall of Fame. Ann 
"Kiki" Papagiotis is presently the princi
pal of the West Bridgewater Middle/Se
nior High School. She has worked with 
women athletes extensively for more than 
20 years and has received many awards. 
Ms. Papagiotis' s most recent honor recog
nizes her advocacy for women's sports. 

The Hellenic American Educators 
Association, based in New York City, has 
elected officers for the 1996-97 year. They 
are: Dr. John G. Siolas, president; Deme 
Savopolis, vice-president; John Paizis, 
treasurer; Viola Valvis, recording secre
tary; George Zalantis, corresponding sec
retary; Anne Petsas, membership secretary; 
and Vassiliki Kekela and Dr. Nicholas M. 
Spanakos board members. 

The Hellenic American Professional 
Society of California recently held a gala 
to honor founders and past presidents of 
the society at the San Francisco Sheraton 
Palace. Certificates of honor and appreci
ation were presented to: Apostolos Can
nellis, Aristides Gousios, George Mourat
off, Peter Scamagas, Anastasios Simoni
dis, Dean Daskarolis, Nick Verreos, Nicho
las Chopelas, George Tzantzos, Elizabeth 
Anderson, Anthony Dintchos, James 
Counelis, Virginia Lagiss, Nicholas 
Haralambides, Patricia Aleck, Mel Gou
mas, Dean Karbo, Nicholas Stamatakis, 
Helen Ernst, Violet Nicholas, John Bakas, 
Anastasia Condas, John Cambus, John 
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Tsingos, Peter Haikalis, Leo Malliarys, 
Dimitri Carapanos, Anna M. Konstanto
poulos, and Anastasios Piliotis. 

George Cheros, a partner of Restau
rant Partners, Inc., has been contracted to 
manage and direct the operations and ex
pansion of Jungle Jim's, a themed restau
rant chain that currently has four units in 
Florida. Based in Orlando, FL, Restaurant 
Partners will work with Jungle Jim's par
ent company and franchises to maximize 
individual unit profitability and expand the 
franchise . According to Mr. Cheros, Res
taurant Partners, Inc. "Provides strategic 
evaluation, concept development and bot
tom line operational results to clients who 
wish to start new restaurant concepts or are 
looking to grow their existing business." 
Prior to joining Restaurant Partners, Inc. 
In 1993, Mr. Cheros served as director of 
strategic planning for the Red Lobster Di
vision of General Mills. 

Tom Karygiannis, president of Inter
national Aerospace, is leading his compa
ny in providing technical support for U. S. 
Agency for International Development
sponsored programs in Eastern Europe. 

International Aerospace specializes in de
veloping commercial , military, and aero
space electronic systems for applications 
ranging from low Earth orbit to deep space 
missions, including Magellan (Venus), 
Galileo (Jupiter), Cassini (Saturn), and 
Mars Observer. 

Patti Paxson of Tampa, FL has started 
her own business as a free-lance writer and 
creative director, specializing in concepts 
and copy for public relations and adver
tising. Before starting her own business, 
Ms. Paxson was the creative director for 
the American Cancer Society, Florida Di
vision. Her current clients include the St. 
Petersburg Times, Sun Trust Bank, Dil
lard's Dept. Stores/Florida Division, Me
traComp, the American Cancer Society/ 
Florida Division, Moffitt Cancer Center 7 
Research Institute, and Greece magazine. 

Dimitri Carapanos, owner of a com
mercial real estate company in Walnut 
Creek, CA, recently purchased with other 
partners, 48 foreclosed condominium rent
als in Concord, CA. He is also in the pro
cess offorming a partnership to buy a fore
closed 64-unit apartment building owned 

by Citibank located in Alameda, CA. Mr. 
Carapanos has more than 15 years experi
ence in commercial real estate, banking, 
and international business management. 
He has also produced and hosted the week
ly San Francisco Bay area television show 
Grecian Spotlight for 11 years. 

Dr. Takey and Elena Crist recently 
christened their son, Stefanos Chambous 
Crist at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the 
Holy Trinity in New York City. Dr. Crist, 
a noted obstetrician and gynecologist, is 
the director of the Crist Clinic for Women 
in Jacksonville, NC, and an active lobby
ist for issues affecting Greece and Cyprus. 
Businessman Nikos Mouyiaris was God
father. 

George Gabriel was honored for his 
tireless service and dedication to the Trans
figuration of Christ Church in Mattituck, 
Long Island, NY. Mr. Gabriel, an admin
istrator for Stony Brook University Hos
pital on Long Island, served as president 
of the parish council from 1991 to 1994 
and diligently supervised the Church's re
building project. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Gabriel, are founders of the 
Church. 
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