
The Opening of "Byzantium-Imagery 
in Faith" Exhibit at the Bergen Museum 

On Saturday, November 2nd, in an at
mosphere of excitement and joy, the ex
hibit BYZANTIUM-IMAGERY IN 
FAITH opened its doors to a large crowd 
of invited guests with a formal gala recep
tion. 

The organizing committee led by the 
chairperson, Mrs. Gloria Duzoglou, assist
ed by the President of the Museum, Mr. 
Ira Wallace, and the Director, Mr. David 
Messer, and other members of the com
mittee, welcomed the guests graciously 
and introduced them to a unique line of 
Byzantine icons which filled the main hall 
of the museum. A fine buffet was set for 
the culinary appetite of the guests. 

In the evening's program, Mrs. Duzo
glou referred to the many difficulties en
countered preceding the opening months 
earlier and to the many efforts and contri
butions of the committee members which 
at the end paid off, judging from the tre
mendous response of the public to this 
project. She announced that the show will 
be open to the public and to many schools 
and universities of the area for nine weeks. 
She added that this is the first time that 
concerned private citizens worked very 
closely with the management of the muse
um and succeeded in presenting such an 
outstanding exhibit. The icons were ob
tained or borrowed from private collectors 
and other individuals. Some of them dat
ed several hundred years and some even 
from the 16th century. She expressed 
thanks to all those who worked hard in 
committee as well as to the curator, Mr. 
Dimitrios G. Katsarelias. who lent his full 
knowledge and expertise in selecting and 
displaying the icons and other art subjects. 

The Director, Mr. Davis Messer, spoke 
extensively about the contribution of the . 
Greek-American element in the cultural 
life of the area and the pleasure of the man
agement to cooperate in such a high qual
ity and unique exhibit. 

Further in the program, the coordina
tor, Mr. Aris Duzoglou analyzed the his-
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St. Menas, Mid 18th century. One of the exhibits at the Bergen Museum. 
torical background, which produced all ed with the fall of Constantinople to the 
those magnificent mosaics, frescoes, tap- Ottoman Turks in 1453. 
estry, various schools of icons and other The political and military dominance of 
sculptured ivory items during the Byzan- the Eastern Roman Empire over the peo
tine era which started in 325 A.D. and end- pie east of the Adriatic Sea, the Balkans, 

5 



Anatolia, the Caucasus and Eastern Medi
terranean, with the Emperor as the highest 
authority in the huge Empire, set the proper 
framework and freedom for every talent
ed individual to excel in his field. A unique 
culture and civilization was created by the 
people of different ethnic origins but 
blended into one, as the centuries went by 
which today is called the "Byzantine civi
lization." Arts and sciences were created 
and developed by scholars and educators, 
writers and orators, scientists and crafts
men, historians and philosophers, who af
ter the fall of Constantinople found refuge 
in the West where they planted the seeds 
for the upcoming Renaissance in the 15th 
and 16th centuries. 

Christianity, which had been estab
lished as the official religion of the Em
pire in the 4th century by Constantine the 
Great, became the most sought after field 
by architects, builders, engineers and 
craftsmen. Their impetus to create and de
sign beautiful basilicas with magnificent 
domes and great altars, forums, monu
ments of triumph and other public struc
tures, was remarkable. 

The vigour and genius of Byzantine 

artists, who were in fact far from stereo
typed or conventional, are now acclaimed. 
Their craftsmanship is admired in mosa
ics and miniatures; in ivories such as the 
famous Ravenna throne; in silver work like 
the Kerynia dish; in marble sarcophagi 
housed in the Archaeological Museum at 
Constantinople (Istanbul); in silk textiles; 
in painting of icons superb in conception 
and design ; in the great architectural tri
umphs which bear witness to new experi
ments in light and harmony. 

And yet, this paramount structure of 
achievements was ignored by the West 
(mostly willingly) as Gibbon stated: "The 
miserable Byzantines were pale reflections 
of decadent Greeks: their art was stereo
typed, lacking in inspiration and stiff; their 
form of government was static and ineffi
cient, their literature debased. Byzantinus 
est. non legitu was accepted maxim". 

The attitude to "Byzantina" nowadays 
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has changed drastically thanks to the fine 
work of many scholars such as Hussey, 
Baines, Talbot Rice, Beckwith and the his
torians Vasiliev and Ostrogorsky, just to 
name a few and lately, of course, the En
glishman John Julius Norwich who in his 
introduction of his three volume work 
"BYZANTIUM" calls the neglect of the 
Byzantine civilization by the Western cul
ture a "Conspiracy of Silence". 

Today the debate has changed radical
ly as the re-discovery of Byzantium is rap
idly becoming a subject of interest by in
tellectuals and institutions of learning, 
museums, galleries, etc. E.R.A. Sewter, in 
his translation into English of the book 
"Fourteen Byzantine Rulers" written by the 
Byzantine nobleman, Michael Psellus, of 
the 11th century, states "However ignorant 
we may have been, some of us did ask 
awkward questions; if they were so inferi
or, how did these 'wretched Byzantines' 
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manage to survive so long after the col
lapse of the West (Roman Empire)? and 
what about Santa Sophia? and wasn't a 
millenium rather a long time for a sustained 
decline?" 

The entity of icons,which transpose the 
holy personage of the Holy Scriptures into 
a visible image through form and color,had 
a special place of respect and veneration 
among the faithful of the Orthodox world 
throughout the centuries. 

"Compared to other forms of artistic 
expression in Western Civilization, appre
ciation for icons is marginal; yet, as aware
ness of Orthodox Christians in the United 
States grows, so does interest in their icons 
as well" states Dr. Dimitrios Katsarelias. 

This exhibition at the Bergen Museum 
offers a sample of a rich variety of icons 
reflected in the multinational collections 
of the region and explains in general terms 
some fundamental issues concerning their 
nature as religious objects of veneration, 

Representatives of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America and the Antio
chian Church in America and other denom
inations were present among the prominent 
crowd of guests. An exclusive catalogue 
of the exhibit listed 55 icons. However, 
the list was incomplete. 

What the Bergen Museum accom
plished this holiday season by presenting 
this exhibit was that it became a messen-
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ger of good tidings for the coming Spring 
of another great exhibit of Byzantine Icons 
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 

York, which is a good omen for better 
understanding of the Byzantine culture in 
the Western world. 
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Odysseus Ely tis 
and The Ely tis Chair at Rutgers 

I By PROFESSOR E. L. Bourodimos, PH.D. I 
President of the Ely tis Chair of Poetry and Neo-Hellenic Letters 

A message on the occasion of the fifteenth anniversary of the 
Ely tis Chair, its educational and cultural contributions to Hel

lenic Paedeia and Language, at its celebration held at the 
United Nations on November 22, 1996. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
This is a happy and rare occasion indeed. The essence of our 

gathering this evening in this historical Dag Hammarskjold Audi
torium transcends its social function and beauty, raising this hour 
to the vision of the Hellenic spirit, the vision of greatness. I am 
referring to the Ely tis Chair of Poetry and Hellenic Letters at Rut
gers, the State University of New Jersey, a firm step of responsi
bility towards the history and the peoples of Greece and America. 
The idea of establishing the Ely tis Chair originated in October, 
1979, when the Swedish Academy awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Literature to Odysseus Ely tis, the poet of the Aegean Archipelago, 
the leading man of poetry and letters of modern Greece and Eu
rope. At that time, a striking idea illuminated my mind and my 
heart. During that period, Rutgers University had over ten depart
ments and programs for several foreign languages and none for 
the Hellenic language, the mother tongue of many languages. I 
contacted Odysseus Ely tis in Athens . I proposed to him a Chair of 
Hellenic Letters and Poetry in his name at Rutgers, the historic 
university with almost 50,000 students, about 800 of whom were 
of Greek extraction. Ely tis accepted wholeheartedly the idea of 
the Chair, and he congratulated me for the noble initiative. He 
advised and supported me in all our ten or more meetings and dis
cussions in the following three years, for the realization of this 
significant and difficult effort. Then, on December 12, 1979, I wrote 
to the late President of Rutgers, Dr. Edward Bloustein, reminding 
him that the 1979 Nobel Prize in Literature was awarded to Odys-
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seus Ely tis, the poet of Greece, whose genius embraces the beauty 
and meaning of the true spirit of Greece and that of mankind, as 
well. I stressed the fact that the symbolism, the metaphors, the 
imagery and "epiphany" of the Ely tis Poetry, embodies the spiri
tual agony and struggle of our times, all of us, in seeking justice, 
freedom, and humanity. President Bloustein, a "renaissance man 
ofletters" and Professor of Philosophy, enthusiastically supported 
the idea of this project. 

Our gathering tonight is ajoyful celebration ofthe Ely tis Chair, 
15 years of achievements and contributions to Hellenic Language 
and Studies. It is also a memorial to both Ely tis and Bloustein. 
Ely tis' poetry became beautiful music by Mikis Theodorakis, a 
brilliant modern Greek composer. 

From the starting point of establishing the Chair, a difficult and 
uphill fight was initiated - and still goes on - for the financial foun
dation of the project. On the other hand, today's event at the Unit
ed Nations is an important mark, the beginning of the Ely tis Chair, 
its elevation and potential integration to an Hellenic Institute at 
Rutgers University, through which Bachelors and Masters Degrees 
will be awarded. The aim is to promote the studies of Hellenic 
Language, History and Literature, and to promulgate Hellenic 
Culture in America. The enrollment in the Ely tis Chair programs 
at Rutgers now stands at 100 students. There have been more than 
20 cultural, artistic, and educational seminars, concerts and lec
tures of the Ely tis Chair over the last 15 years throughout Ameri
ca. 
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It is imperative, I do believe, that institutions of higher learn
ing, along with Hellenism and the Greek Orthodox Church in the 
United States, strive to preserve and strengthen Hellenic Paedeia 
and Christian heritage as an essential part of Western Culture and 
Civilization. In this land, where all the cultures ofthe world co-exist 
in an open, free and democratic society, we have successfully made 
the transition from the "melting pot" to "cultural pluralism." With
in that perspective, humanity, moral values, ethical standards and 
traditions, should be strengthened as the essence of culture and 
civilization. Today, civilization is in the grips of a deep crisis. We 
live in a world, many of whose values are almost bankrupt, where 
a number of traditions and spiritual creeds are fast withering away, 
resulting in a moral and intellectual deficit which threatens to de
stroy our society and culture. In this world of hunger and hatred, 
where peace is threatened and catastrophe looms large on the hori
zon, we must learn to balance science with art and knowledge with 
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reason, and seek truth, beauty. love and humanity . the very ideals. 
the essence of Hellenic Paideia and humanism. This is Hellenism's 
major contribution to the contemporary world. The Ely tis Chair is 
aiming towards that noble and high target. 

Werner Jaeger, the great teacher and scholar at Harvard Uni
versity, the author of the classic Paedeia: The Ideas of Greek Cul
ture, defines Hellenic education as the "unique instrument for shap
ing the character and personality of the ideal man for a New 
Renaissance in the history of mankind." But what is the ideal man, 
Jaeger asks. "It is the universally valid model of humanity which 
all individuals bound to imitate. The ideal of human character was 
the living ideal which had grown up in the soil of Greece. The 
Greeks started by shaping human character on the communal lev
el, entering more deeply into the problem of education," Jaeger 
suggests . This ideal character of humanity and freedom is the sol
id foundation upon which peace can be built for ajust world of the 
21 st century. This is the source of inspiration for the Ely tis Chair. 
Weare proud to declare it today in the international forum of the 
United Nations. 

The Swedish Academy awarding the Nobel Prize to Ely tis had 
announced that the award was given (New York Times, October 
10, 1979), "for his poetry, which against the background of Greek 
tradition, depicts with sensuous strength and clear vision, modern 
man's struggle for freedom and creativity ... " 

The poet's historic response was, "I consider this great honor 
for my work and for me to be an honor for my country as well, 
reflecting the Greek culture and poetry as manifested for centuries 
in this land in the Hellenic tradition of song, poetry, and logos." 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we are celebrating this evening the tra
dition of song and poetry, looking forward with confidence to ad
vance Hellenic identity and culture, that unique spiritual heritage 
ofPaedeia, Music, and Logos. 

New Books By 
Prof. George Kourvetaris 

Professor George Andrew Kourvetaris has recently published 
two books, one Political Sociology: Structure and Process by 
Bacon and Allyn, June 1996 and the other is a co-edited book 
on the Impact of European Integration: Political, Sociological, 
and Economic Changes by Praeger publishers, January 1996. 

In addition George A. Kourvetaris has received an award 
for his poem, "1 Can No Longer Go Home" by the National 
Library of Poetry. The poem is in English and has been includ
ed in the anthology of poetry of Sunshine and Daydreams ed
ited by Caroline Sullivan, Senior Editor. Owings Mills, MD: 
The National Library of Poetry, 1996. 

For those who have not obtained copies on the "Armenian 
Genocide" and the "Cyprus Issue" published as special issues 
by the Journal of Political and Military Sociology, there are 
still some issues remaining. Also January, 1997 The Journal of 
Political and Military Sociology will publish a special issue on 
the "Balkans." 

For those who want to obtain copies of the books or any of 
the special issues please contact George A. Kourvetaris at (815) 
758-4088 or leave a message. 
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The Man Who Beat Hitler 
Greek-American Heroes in the Second World War 

I By Dr. G. C. KlRIAKOPOULOS I 
Editor's note: The story that follows is an adaptation in part from Dr. Kiriakopoulos' forth
coming book "When Duty Whispers Low" which depicts events experienced by men and 
women while serving in the u.s. armedforces during the Second World War. 
Dr. Kiriakopoulos is a professor at Columbia University and is the author of the highly
acclaimed international best seller "Ten Days to Destiny-The Battlefor Crete-1941". His 
second book, "The Na=i Occupation of Crete, 1941-1945" was published recently and has 
been enthusiastically received. Segments of that book have appeared in this maga=ine. He is 
also the author of many historical articles which have appeared in various international 
maga=ines such as "Life" among others. Presently, he is writing a major opus whereupon he 
traces the history offour generations of a Greek-Americanfamily in this century, tentatively 
titled "The Immigrants-An American Saga". 

D ecember 16, 1996 marks the 52nd 
anniversary of the historic World 
War Two battle of the Ardennes 

which was fought by American soldiers in 
the bitter-cold winter of 1944 in the wind
swept, snow-covered fields of Belgium. It 
became the greatest pitched battle ever fought 
by American troops in the dead of winter 
since Va\ley Forge. The Americans named it 
the Battle of the Bulge. 

How many Greek Americans living today 
remember the telegrams received from the 
War Department during those terrible weeks 
of the battle which declared some son, 
brother, husband, or father ki\led, wounded, 
or missing in that campaign? It was a diffi
cult period of time for those at home. 

In the history of America's wars, Greek 
names periodica\ly appear in the annals of 
those conflicts. During the American Civil 
War of 1861-1865 the name of Captain 
Calvocarressi appears as an officer in the 
Union Navy. In the First World War, George 
Dilboy scribed courage and bravery as his 
epitaph. And there were many more in Korea 
and in Vietnam. 

Most of those Hellenes who served in 
America'.s armed services in World War I 
were immigrants. In the interval between the 
World Wars, these immigrants married and 
raised families, so that by 1941 fifty percent 
of the Greek American population was 
American-born. 

Belgian Ardennes in December 1944, two 
American soldiers of Hellenic ancestry were 
involved in a bitter battle of their own. Their 
heroic effort turned the tide of the battle 
against the German onslaught. This is their 
heroic story. 

The Battle 

"They're coming in, Major!" 
The voice crackled excitedly over the field 

When the United States went to war after 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, thousands 
of American-born Greeks entered the armed 
services to help save civilization from the 
Nazi terror in Europe. 

In the Battle of the Bulge campaign in the 
Mqjor John Moderatos in battle gear at Trois Ponts-Dec. 1994. 
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phone located in a farm house in the village 
of Trois Ponts, Belgium. 

"Hold your fire! " came the response. "Do 
not fire until I give the order!" 

That command came from Major John 
Moderatos, a Greek-American officer from 
Youngstown, Ohio. The order was directed 
to his sergeant-major, also a Greek-American, 
Master Sergeant Steve Mavromichales - nick
named Black Mike-from Buffalo, New York. 

It was late afternoon on December 17, 
1944-the second day of a major German 
offensive directed at the American forces in 
the Ardennes sector of Belgium. 

In the pre-dawn hours of the previous day, 
December 16th, the stillness of the 
fog-enshrouded snow-covered hills of the 
Ardennes region in Belgium was shattered 
by the deafening roar of artillery as thousands 
of German guns opened a devastating fire on 
the American forces in that area. On a front 
from Monschau in the north and extending 
85 miles southward to Echternach, a massive 
force of25 German divisions which included 
ten armored Panzer divisions from three Ger
man armies smashed their way through a 
weak American line defended only by scat
tered, exhausted, and undermanned units. 

This was Adolf Hitler's last major attempt 
to turn pending defeat into victory in France 
and Belgium. It was an attempt to repeat the 
successful Blitzkrieg victories against the 
Allies in France, Belgium, and Netherlands 
back in the dark days of 1940. It was an at
tack intended to break through the Allied 
defense line, cross the Meuse River, sweep 
to the coast of the English Channel, and split 
the British-American forces in two, causing 
their collapse. With such a collapse in Allied 
arms, Hitler hoped to negotiate an armistice, 
thus plucking victory out of certain defeat. 

The Battle of the Bulge, as the German 
salient had become known to the American 
soldier ofthe Second World War fighting in 
Europe, was an unorthodox struggle in that 
combat lines did not exist, or if they existed 
they changed hands hourly. Surrounded 
American soldiers-such as the gallant troops 
defending the Belgian village of Bastogne
fought desperately to hold back the viciously 
determined German onslaught. Cold, 
battle-weary and surrounded American sol
diers fought bravely in small pockets of re
sistance, fighting against all odds to stem the 
German advance. 

One such pocket of resistance found a 
group of eighteen American infantrymen 
from the 99th Infantry Division, of which the 
youthful Greek-American Private First Class 
William Tsakanikas was a member, that 

14 

American troops defending the village of Trois Ponts- Dec. 1944. 

fought so hard and so heroically against great 
odds at the Belgian village of Lanzerath
located in the strategic corridor that led to the 
Channel coast which bore the name of the 
Losheim Gap-that their stubborn defensive 
delay had created a serious crimp in the Ger
man military timetable. 

Another such heroic and dramatic stand 
was undertaken by Major John Moderatos 
and the men under his command at the vil
lage of Trois Ponts. 

Major Moderatos, a West Point graduate, 
was the senior officer in the Trois Ponts area 
of Belgium on that bitter-cold, snowy, day in 
December of 1944. All the American troops 
were in retreat before the German surprise 
attack. Moderatos had been ordered to stop 
the retreat ofthe American troops, collect all 
available men and arms and set up a road 
block to interdict the German advance. Ifthe 
Germans threatened to break through, he was 
to demolish the three bridges ( which gave 
the village of Trois Ponts its name) that 
spanned the Ambleve and Salm rivers. 

All that Major Moderatos could muster for 
the defense of the road block and the three 
bridges over the two rivers were remnants of 
a battalion of engineers and sixteen 105 mm. 
cannons from several artillery units. He had 
no tanks or tank destroyers available to 
counter the approaching German panzers. 

Approaching rapidly toward him was the 
First Armored Regiment from the First S.S. 
Panzer Division. It was a powerful task force 
comprised of 100 extremely maneuverable 
Panther tanks, a battalion of 42 slow, but 
monstrous King Tiger tanks-the largest in 
the world at that time-and a motorized 
Panzer Grenadier unit of armored infantry, 
all of which totaled half the strength of the 

First S.S. Panzer Division. A total force of 
5,000 men with tanks approached the critical 
village of Trois Ponts against Major 
Moderatos' battalion of engineers and artil
lery of only 200 men. 

Leading the German panzer task force in 
its rush to capture Trois Ponts and seize the 
three bridges over the Ambleve and Salm riv
ers was a young, aggressive, and ruthless Nazi 
officer named Lieutenant Colonel Joachim 
Peiper. He had been ordered to push through 
the southern flank of the United States 99th 
Infantry Division, penetrate into the Ambleve 
valley, cross the Ambleve and Salm rivers, 
and rush for the undefended Meuse River. 
Once across the Reuse, he would rush through 
an undefended countryside all the way to the 
city of Antwerp. With the city of Antwerp in 
German hands, the British and American 
armies would be split in half, thus giving suc
cessful reality to Hitler's strategic plan. 

All that stood between Colonel Peiper and 
his objective was Major John Moderatos and 
his nondescript 200 men. Orders from Lieu
tenant General Courtney Hodges, command
ing the U.S. First Army in that sector of the 
battlefront, and Moderatos' superior, made it 
very clear that Moderatos was to " ... hold the 
line at all costs!" The military situation at 
Trois Ponts evoked memories of an ancient 
past; it was destined to repeat the story of a 
modem-day Leonidas and his 300 Spartans 
at Thermopylae. 

Standing before a kitchen table in a 
half-destroyed farmhouse Major Moderatos 
peered at a map by candlelight. He studied 
the topography of the land around the village 
of Trois Ponts as a defense plan slowly de
veloped in his mind. The only road that led 
through his village of Trois Pontes to the 
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Ambleve and Salm rivers had one defensible 
point. At that point, Moderatos placed his 
roadblock-a well-constructed obstacle of 
fallen tree trunks, four feet deep and seven 
feet high. On either side of the roadblock he 
entrenched two cannons with two squads of 
machine gunners to protect the artillerymen 
from infantry assault. On one side ofthe road 
was a rise of high ground. On that height and 
parallel to the road, he placed his engineers
now fighting as infantrymen-and told them 
to dig in. Opposite the rise, at the edge of a 
line of trees, Moderatos placed the remain
der of his artillery-twelve 105mm can
nons- almost hub to hub. He instructed his 
battery commanders to fire at zero elevation 
over open sights. "Pick a target and shoot 
when I give the order-and only when I give 
the order! Make each shot count! Good luck!" 

Having sited all available men and equip
ment in good defense positions a defense line 
that in reality was an ambush- Major 
Moderatos anxiously waited for the Germans 
to come. He did not have long to wait. Hav
ing captured the nearby village of Stavelot, 
Colonel Peiper' s tank force approached the 
village of Trois Ponts. 

One quarter of a mile down the road from 
Trois Ponts , Steve Mavromichales, 
Moderatos ' sergeant-major, and his radio man 
were dug in an outpost under a two-foot blan
ket of snow. Amidst the gloom of deepening 
darkness of a late wintry afternoon with cold, 
fog-like mists swirling around them, 
Mavromichales and his radio man waited. 
Isolated, lonely, and shivering in the cold, 
Sergeant Mavromichales' voice was filled 
with anxious alarm as he reported that he 
heard tanks approaching. Then suddenly, the 
German tanks broke through the mist. 

"They ' re coming up the road, Sir!" 
Mavromichales whispered into the radio 
phone. 

"How close are they?" the Major asked. 
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"If I spit, Major, I can hit two of them at 
least!" the sergeant replied. 

"Everyone hold your fire . Give me the 
range at two hundred yard intervals," ordered 
the Major. 

The countdown began. "Eight hundred 
yards and advancing." 

"Six hundred yards." The defenders at the 
roadblock wetted their lips nervously .. 

"Four hundred yards." 
"Two hundred yards." They were getting 

closer and huge black shadows could now be 
discerned through the swirling mists of snow. 

"Shall we open fire, Major?" asked one 
of the battery commanders. "Not yet!" came 
the response. 

"Fifty yards and closing," repeated Ser
geant Mavromichales, his voice hardly au
dible over the phone as the roar of German 
tanks swarmed past his outpost. 

The defenders- the engineers and 
artillerymen-held their breath as the Ger
man tanks were almost on top of them. In 
Major Moderatos' farmhouse headquarters, 
his officers looked at him in expectation, 
waiting for the order. 

Major Moderatos finally spoke: "FIRE!" 
A tremendous roar echoed through the 

Ambleve valley as sixteen artillery pieces 
fired simultaneously . Muzzle flashes dis
persed the deep shadows cast by the fading 
afternoon light. Firing over open sights, each 
artillery gunner selected a tank as his target. 
One-by-one the tanks of Peiper' s advance 
column blew up as shell after shell struck 
them. The huge metallic beasts turned offthe 
road, churned through the snow and deep mud 
aimlessly and helplessly, then stopped, dis
abled and on fire. Surviving tankers fled their 
burning vehicles only to be fired upon by the 
engineers dug in on the high ground and now 
fighting as infantrymen. In a matter of fif
teen minutes 18 German behemoth tanks were 
destroyed. 

Lt. General Courtney Hodges, 1st U s. 
Army Commander- Moderatos ' superior. 

Colonel Peiper heard the roar of artillery 
and sped in his vehicle to a rise of ground to 
survey the field ahead. What he witnessed 
surprised and dismayed him. He had been told 
that there were no American defending units 
of any strength between him and his objec
tives. Indeed, until now, he had found this 
intelligence report to be true. During his ad
vance from his line of departure, he had en
countered little or no American resistance 
except for some isolated pockets. The Ameri
can troops had been broken and were in full 
retreat - or so he thought! The determined and 
stubborn firepower that had stopped him cold 
in his tracks at the roadblock at Trois Ponts 
took him by surprise. Peiper radioed his com
manding general advising him that he had run 
into an American armored division. Because 
of darkness, Peiper disengaged from the battle 
and planned to resume the advance the next 
day. 

Little did Colonel Peiper know that what 
had stopped him and his panzers from reach
ing the Salm and Ambleve river crossings was 
not an American armored division of 10,000 
men with hundreds of tanks but rather the 
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stubborn and heroic defense of200 engineers 
and artillerymen with sixteen artillery pieces 
led by their gallant and equally heroic com
manding officer, Major John Moderatos. 

By light of the next day- December 
18th-Colonel Joachim Peiper resumed his 
attack. And once again, under an overcast sky 
of a grey winter day, Task Force Peiper was 
repulsed repeatedly with heavy losses. Ma
jor 

Moderatos' gallant men had held their 
defense positions with a stubborn determi
nation against each assault. During these at
tacks, Major Moderatos left the safety of his 
headquarters and stood amidst his men, ex
posing himself, continuously exhorting them 
to hold the line! 

Stalemated, Colonel Peiper finally broke 
off the attack, collected what was left of his 
task force, and turned northward entering the 
town of La Gleize, where he rested his men 
who were licking their wounds from the bit
ter and costly defeat at Trois Ponts. 

While Peiper's task force was resting at 
La Gleize, American infantry units from the 
30th U.S. Division and paratroopers from the 
82nd Airborne Division were rushing to 
Moderatos' assistance. By early morning of 
December 19, elements of the 30th Infantry 
Division had cut offPeiper's task force from 
the rear. In bitter fighting over the next three 
days, these American units slowly squeezed 
the German S.S. Grenadiers of Peiper's task 
force into an isolated pocket. By December 
22nd, his task force decimated, out of am
munition, gasoline, and food, Colonel Peiper 
ordered the survivors of his force to break 
out and retreat as best as possible. Only a 
small percentage of his original S.S. Panzer 
regiment survived to reach the safety of the 
German lines . 

Colonel Peiper's plan to break through the 
American defenses, cross the Salm and 
Ambleve rivers, then the Meuse river, and 
sweep on to Antwerp, thus bringing victory 
to Hitler' s Nazi armies, had been defeated at 
Trois Ponts by Major Moderatos and the gal
lant men under his command. 

Hitler ' s last attempt at victory in the 
West-his master stroke in midwinter-had 
failed. In the process of winning the Battle of 
the Bulge in the Ardennes in December 
I 944-S2 years ago this December-the gal
lant American soldier, fighting in bitter win
ter weather for the first time since Valley 
Forge, destroyed the cream of Hitler's remain
ing military might. For the Germans it was a 
loss that prevented the creation of any re
serves within the Reich to withstand the sub
sequent onslaught of the Allied armies in the 
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Map of the battle of the Bulge. Dark arrow indicates Col. Peiper attack at Trois Pants. 

months that followed the Ardennes campaign. 
It was a loss that eventually led to total Ger
man defeat in May 1945. 

The beginning ofthe German defeat in the 
Battle of the Bulge could be traced to the 
gallant defenders at the village of Trois Ponts 
in Belgium. 

That delay at the roadblock in Trois Ponts 
helped turn the tide of Colonel Peiper's ini
tially lightening advance into demoralizing 
defeat. 

All this because of the brilliant defense 
by that American officer of Greek ancestry, 
Major John Moderatos, his sergeant-major 

(another Greek-American) Master Sergeant 
Steve Mavromichales, and the stubborn de
termination, courage, and heroism of the men 
in Moderatos' command. 

That bitter battle at the village of Trois 
Ponts was probably the hardest battle fought 
by these brave men. It was their finest hour! 

In Retrospect 

Major John Moderatos was recommended 
for the Congressional Medal of Honor for his 
heroic strategic defense of the roadblock at 
Trois Ponts. He was awarded instead the 
nation's second highest medal-the Distin-
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nation's second highest medal-the Distin
guished Service Medal. He survived the Sec
ond World War and fought subsequently in 
Korea where he rose to the rank of brigadier 
general. After thirty years of service, he re
tired from the army to live in California where 
he died in 1989. 

Master Sergeant Steve Mavromichales 
was wounded severely at Trois Ponts and 
evacuated to the United States. For his hero
ism at Trois Ponts he was decorated with the 
Silver Star and the Purple Heart. He was dis
charged from the service in 1946 and returned 
to live in New York where he died in 1979. 

All the engineers and artillery men, offic
ers and enlisted personnel, of the American 
units that fought at Trois Ponts received the 
Presidential Unit Citation. Most of these 
brave defenders received additional decora
tions. There were a total of 20 Silver Stars, 
40 Bronze Stars, and 100 Purple Hearts 
awarded to the gallant defenders of Trois 
Ponts-many posthumously. 

Joachim Peiper survived the war and was 
tried as a war criminal. During his advance 
toward Trois Ponts, S.S. Grenadiers from his 
regiment executed hapless American prison
ers at Malmedy. He was sentenced to death 

Moderatos' engineers repairing one of three bridges at Trois Ponts. 

in 1946 by a U.S. Military Court for the 
Malmedy Massacre. His sentence was com
muted to life in prison and later was released. 

He lived in France in self-imposed exile un
til he was assassinated in 1976 by alleged 
French communist terrorists. 

OVER 30 YEARS ON THE AIR 
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A Way With Words 
Steve Demakopoulos retired this year 

but you can't tell by his work schedule. 
He is in the process of moving one of the 
largest private collections of Greek dic
tionaries-some dating back to the 16th 
Century-from New York City to a Bos
ton suburb. To accommodate his hundreds 
of rare books and thousands of other valu
able tomes, original documents, files, 
records, videos, cassettes, CDs and other 
materials, Steve is having a library built 
where he plans to finish the work ofa life
time. 

Most Greek-Americans know Steve as 
a lexicographer. He is the Dr. Steve (Sav
vas) Andrew Demakopoulos, whose arti
cles and series such as "Do You Speak 
Greek?" are avidly sought by the Greek
American press. In Modem Greek Stud
ies, Steve is widely recognized for his ety
mological studies, e.g. the historical de
velopment of a word. Essentially, the 
Greek press articles are based on Steve's 
over 30 years of work on the dictionary he 
plans, now in retirement, to finally com
plete: An Uncommon Dictionary of Spo
ken Greek. 

The method Steve has found most use
ful in his research is to systematically 
comb through a vast array of popular cul
ture sources. Beginning with documents 
from the tum ofthe century, Steve has been 
able to identify the spoken Greek of the 
common man in an amazing diverse ar
ray of primary source materials. By re
viewing these unofficial and taken-for
granted areas oflife, Steve has slowly and 
assiduously compiled a vast data base of 
spoken Greek. 

UNCOMMON GREEK 
An Uncommon Dictionary of Spoken 

Greek, now tentatively subtitled Words and 
Expressions Spoken, Sung, Supplanted 
and Suppressed, promises to be a rich and 
valuable contribution to Modem Greek 
Studies. The sheer breadth of Steve's re
search is sometimes hard to grasp. Only 
his disciplined diligence and systematic 
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I By STEVE FRANGOS I 

Dr. Steve Demakopoulos 

work habits can account for the volume of ing back to the decade of the thirties, and 
materials he has read and studied. other material from radio and TV, news-

Steve's own description of this process papers, and magazines, allowing me to 
and the source materials he has utilized date rather accurately spoken attestations 
best presents his impressive attention to of words and phrases that either do not 
modem spoken Greek: ... the dictionary appear in the Greek dictionaries, or are 
will be comprised of common and not so listed years later. The corpus will be pub
common words, phrases, idioms and prov- lished as a conventionally printed tome 
erbs, not usually adequately covered in as well as incorporated in a computerized 
Greek bilingual dictionaries, with special database for either commercial or private 
emphasis on slang and colloquialisms, use." Further, Steve plans to acquire a 
seeking exact (American-) English equiv- home page on the Internet to share his 
alents. The compilation will include the findings with the world at large. 
colorful speech of the Piatsa denizens, 
nautical terms, thieves cant, some Kaliar
da (gay talk), spicy anecdotes and trivia, 
music talk (rebetic and rock), athletic us

GRINGLISH 
Steve's exploration into uncommon 

usages of Greek inevitably led him to col
lect and analyze the language spoken by 
Greeks living in North America. It is in 
Steve's writings over the past thirty years 
where we find him in direct opposition 
with most linguists, lexicographers, and 
other self-styled scholars of Greek-Amer-

age (soccer, etc.), less popular words (es
pecially from the Turkish and the Italian), 
ethnic slurs and obscenities, studded 
throughout with etymological remarks and 
historical observations. The scores of ref
erence books examined have been supple
mented by tapes of hundreds of Greek and ica. 
Greek-American recordings, some dating In "American Greek" the 1926 article 
to the turn of the century, and by over a 
thousand audio-taped Greek movies, go-

in the influential journal "American 
Speech, " Sotirios Lontos published the 
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quintessential critique of both the spoken 
English and Greek of the Greek immi
grants. This single article has had an un
precedented effect on all subsequent re
search. Henry Lewis Mencken (1880-
1956), the noted American editor and crit
ic, simply reprinted the assertions found 
in "American Greek" coupled with some 
subsequent interviews with Lontos. 
Mencken included not only a long section 
on American Greek in his text of the first 
edition of The American Language, but 
also in a lengthy appendix. 

While the American Greek appendix 
has been cut over the years (the same neg
ative misrepresentations can still be found 
in the main text even in abridged edi
tions!), Lontos' thesis that Greek immi
grants were simply illiterate and misus
ing English can be read in every linguis
tic dissertation, master's thesis, and arti
cle since that time. 

The position in all these accounts is that 
Greeks are borrowing from English and 
doing so very badly. The Greeks in North 
America, it is contended, are not preserv
ing their linguistic heritage. The one ex
ception to this long line of abusive writ
ing being Deborah Tannen who rather 
than seeing (or actually hearing) only loss 
has argued that there is a Greek way of 
speaking English. 

Dr. Demakopoulos' writings broke from 
this tradition. Steve Demakopoulos has 
spoken the language with the practitioners 
in the best traditions of participatory re
search. Based on his review of documents 
both written and oral, Steve has arrived at 
two fundamental conclusions: First, the 
Greek spoken by the immigrants (and their 
descendants) must be understood from a 
historical perspective. The immigrants 
speak the Greek they knew when they first 
emigrated. Then, once here, the spoken 

For all your sociar 

language of the Greek immigrants has 
developed along its own lines which must 
also be reckoned with historical usage al
ways in mind. 

While Dr. Demakopoulos' research 
findings are certainly not innovative in 
and of themselves- in terms of the exist
ing studies on Greek spoken in North 
America-they are in direct departure to 
the existing canon. 

It is fitting, then, that Steve Demako
poulos has coined the term for the Greek 
spoken by immigrants. This term is now 
the standard phrase, "Gringlish." As 
Steve explains: "Gringlish, like all patois 
(e.g. regional dialects) thrives because ei
ther there is no exact counterpart in the 
standard language or the counterpart is 
too complicated for the Greek-American 
to remember or too cumbersome to bother 
to reproduce." 

Rather than following writers and re
searchers since Lontos who collectively 
dismiss the Greek or English spoken by 
the immigrants and their descendants as 
sub-standard, Steve Demakopoulos has 
demonstrated that in fact "Gringlish fol
lows virtually all the principles of Greek 
word formation." It is a dialect of Greek 
rather than a linguistic abomination, one 
essentially fashioning English words into 
Greek forms , much as their predecessors 
under Turkokratia did with Turkish. 

THE USUAL SUSPECTS 
A few examples of these words and 

their etymologies seem fitting, if only to 
amuse those who didn't know they were 
speaking "in a dialect!" 

Gringlish: kastingkari 
English: Castle Garden (and later Ellis 
Island) 
Greek: horos, "ipodohis" metanaston 

affairs 

kTH6NlkNS 
GREEK,.AMER/CAN BAND 

Timos Amiridis Telr. (516) 928-5916 

20 

Gringlish: mapa 
English: map, mop, cabbage 
Greek: harti:;, sfoungaropano, lahano 

Gringlish: lokaro 
English: local train 
Greek: topiko treno 

Gringlish: mouvaro 
English: to move 
Greek: metakinoumai, metafero 

Gringlish: bili 
English: bill 
Greek: logariasmos 

Gringlish: bosis 
English: boss 
Greek: afentiko 

Gringlish: brouklis 
English: brooklyner 
Greek: 0 katoikos tou Brooklyn kai geni
ka 0 Ellinoamerikanos 

Gringlish: pouskaro 
English: pushcart 
Greek: xeiramaksa, karotsi, m ikropolitou 

Gringlish: pouskaras 
English : pushcart driver 
Greek: 0 "odigos" tou "ano" karotsiou 

All in all it is Steve's ear that is so ex
tremely valuable. For he has learned to 
attend to the very sounds and cadences of 
spoken Greek in North America. Unques
tionably Steve's love of music helped him 
in his work. 

THE SHEET MUSIC COLLECTION 
In his quest to locate the actual daily 

language of modern Greeks, Steve Dema
kopoulos has amassed perhaps the single 
largest collection of Greek sheet music in 
the United States of America. Steve esti
mates his sheet music collection exceeds 
2,000 pieces constituting the work of ap
proximately 200 Greek and Greek-Amer
ican composers, including over 50 non
Greek composers who have had their mu
sic transcribed and translated into Greek. 
By means of comparison the Balch Insti
tute which is the largest documented pub
lic institution with Greek sheet music in 
its collection has less than fifty examples 

GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 



of individual music sheets. 
A simple descriptive check list of the 

sheet music collection demonstrates the 
complexity and wealth of information it 
contains. In terms of publishing houses, 
the collection of American publishers in
cludes Apollo, Hermes, Colonial, and 
Poggy, while the Greek publishers most 
prominently feature Gaetano, Nakas, Mel
ody, and Despastas. 

From the vast array of composers, 
among the most prominent are: Trianta
phyllou, Hadjiapostolou, Sakellarides, 
Hairopoulos, Kalomiris, Giannides, Xar
hakos, Hatzidakis, Theodorakis, Katsaros, 
Zambetas, Tsitsanis and Mitsakis. 

Literally every song and dance genre 
known to Greeks is found in one form or 
another in the collection. The song genres 
include demotic, laika (popular urban in 
both its old and contemporary forms), rem
betic, cantades, along with the categories 
foreign, Oriental, and Western classical. 
A further sub-division of song genres in
cludes those for voice, piano, guitar, man
dolin and violin, and bouzoukee. A rep
resentative sample of the dances found in 
the collection includes syrta, kalamatiana, 
tsamika, klephtika, hasapika, zembekika, 
marches, waltzes , tangos, foxtrots and 
rhumbas. 

THE LIVING LANGUAGE 
Earlier this year the new CD Cafe 

Aman Ameriki was released. The focus of 
this innovative release is on those Greek
American songs that feature Gringlish. 
Aside from the notes to each song, a page 
is given to an explanation of Steve Dema
kopoulos' linguistic research along with a 
few representative pages of Gringlish. 
Once you start looking, it's amazing how 
many people cite Steve Demakopoulos ' 
publications. 

So, even with a heavy daily schedule, 
Steve continues the slow and painstaking 
business of moving a lifetime of work from 
the neighborhood he grew up to the place 
he plans to finally complete all research. 
The Greek-Americans must have a word 
for someone like that. I can't wait for my 
copy of An Uncommon Dictionary ofSpo
ken Greek to look it up ! 
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Hellenic Medical Society of NY 
Celebrates 60th Anniversary 

The Hellenic Medical Society of New 
York is hosting its 60th Anniversary Cel
ebration on December 6th and 7th at The 
Grand Hyatt, New York City, announced 
Dr. Steve Fichios, President. This mile
stone will do more than articulate our past 
accomplishments, said Dr. Fochios, be
cause these accomplishments are best re
flected in the achievements of our cultur
al heritage which have been supported 
through the ages with the help of Philhel
lenes. In making its 60 years, the Hellen
ic Medical Society will especially honor 
those who have contributed to medicine 
Hellenism, and the preservation of th~ 
Society. Among those joining the Laure
ates of Distinction Tribute Gala are former 
Surgeon General, Dr. C. Everett Koop, 
Distinguished Physician, and President of 
SmithKline Beecham Pharmaceuticals, 
Dr. Argeris N. Karabelas, Distinguished 
Hellene. The Lifetime Achievement 
Award will be presented to Past President 
and Advisor Emeritus, Dr. Anthony Vasi
las, for his exemplary leadership direct
ing the Society within the framework of 
the Hippocratic ideals. 

Special events on Friday evening, De
cember 6th, include the Recognition Cer
emony of 1996 medical scholarship and 
biomedical research grant recipients and 
the Medical Symposium Moving the Prac
tice of Medicine from Art to Science 
Through Information. 

The culminating event of the celebra
tion is the Tribute Gala on Saturday 
evening, at which time the Society will 
honor its distinguished honorees. Dr. and 
Mrs. Steve E. Fochios are chairing the 
weekend celebration and Dr. and Mrs. 
James B. Gabriel are co-chair. 

Honorary Committee members include 
Drs. John Brademas, George Canellos, 
Peter Diamandopoulos, George Emman
ouilides, Mr. Costa Gavras, Drs. Haralam
bos Gavras, Peter Gazes, Michael Gra
van is, Matina Souretis Homer, Anthony 
Kales, Nicholas Kouchoukos, Michael 
Mulinos, James Nicholas, Mr. George 
Paraskevaides, The Honorable Paul Sar
banes, Mr. Alex G. Spanos, Drs. George 

Stamatoyannopoulos, Manuel Tzagournis, 
and P. Roy Vagelos. 

Members of the Tribute Committee in
clude Dr. Nicholas Arabos, Dr. and Mrs. 
George Bousvaros, Drs. James Christo
doulou, Themistocles Chryssochoos, Dr. 
and Mrs. Harry Diamandis, Dr. and Mrs. 
Theodore Diktaban, Dr. and Mrs. Anto
ine Harovas, Dr. and Mrs. George Haziris, 
Drs. Alexander Kalogerakis and Christine 
Lambiris, Dr. and Mrs. Michael Kaloger
akis, Dr. George Kokotakis, Dr. and Mrs. 
Athanasios Mallios, Dr. Marinos Petratos, 
Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas Romas, Dr. and 
Mrs. Jack Soterakis, Dr. and Mrs. Apos~ 
tolos Tambakis, Dr. and Mrs. Peter Tsairis, 
Dr. and Mrs. Theodore Yanos, Dr. and 
Mrs. George Yatrakis, and Mrs. Mary Zar
cadoolas. 

For further information call Fran A. 
Pappas at: (860) 632-5930. 

George Gabriel Recognized 
For Unique Contribution 

George Gabriel was honored for his unique 
services to the Transfiguration of Christ Greek 
Orthodox Church of Mattituck, Long Island 
in an Award Ceremony held recently in the 
Church Hall. He served as President of the 
parish council for four years from 1991 to 
1994. The Stony Brook University Hospital 
administrator was on call 24 hours a day on 
behalf of the community. 

His wife, Zaphiria, served as Sunday 
School and Greek School teacher. They have 
two children, Helen, a freshman at Hofstra 
University and Michael, a senior at Cooper 
Union. His parents Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Gabriel are founders of the Transfiguration 
of Christ Greek Orthodox Church. 
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Onassis Greek and Roman 
Art Library at Metropolitan 

At a signing ceremony at The Metro
politan Museum of Art last month, the 
Alexander S. Onassis Public Benefit Foun
dation announced funding for the construc
tion, equipment, and operation of a new 
library for Greek and Roman art that is 
scheduled to open to scholars, students, 
and other researchers in the year 2000. The 
project -- to be named The Onassis Library 
for Hellenic and Roman Art in the Depart
ment of Greek and Roman Art -- is part of 
the Museum's ambitious master plan for 
the reconstruction and reinstallation of the 
Greek and Roman art galleries and ancil
lary areas that will make the collections 
more accessible, both physically and in
tellectually, over the next decade. 

"This funding ensures the creation of a 
state-of-the-art facility that will make the 
Metropolitan Museum's astounding col
lection of publications and its extensive 
historical archive on Greek and Roman art 
accessible not only to researchers on our 
own premises but also to libraries and da
tabases across the country and the world," 
stated William H. Luers, the Museum ' s 
President. 

Added Mtropolitan Museum Diractor 
Philippe de Montebello: "From the time 
of some of the Metropolitan's very first 
acquisitions in the 1870s -- the Cypriot 
antiquities collected by our first director, 
Luigi Palma di Cesnola -- classical art has 
been at the very core of the Museum ' s 

Signing ceremony between The Alexander S. Onassis Public Benefit Foundation and 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art. From left: Paul J Joannidis, Vice President, Alexander 
S. Onassis Public Benefit Foundation, Stelio A. Papadimitriou, President, William H. 
Luers, President, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Philippe de Montebello, Director. 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Photo by Don Pollard. 

holdings. With the complete renovation of 
our Greek and Roman galleries, the Mu
seum will at last fulfill its potential as the 
greatest center for the display and study 
of classical art in the Western Hemisphere. 
This library, comprised of materials that 
have been assembled and refined with 
great care over more than a century, will 
provide an extraordinary resource that 

complements our holdings while serving 
more widespread scholarship in the field 
of Greek and Roman art." 

On behalf of the Alexander S. Onassis 
Public Benefit Foundation, President Ste
lio Papadimitriou stated: "We are proud 
to fund this new library, which will be so 
important for scholars of all generations, 
in our time and in the generations to come, 
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and which symbolizes the beginning of a 
long and close relationship between the 
Onassis Foundation and The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art." 

Renowned shipowner Aristotle Onas
sis made provision in his will for the Onas
sis Foundation, which was created in 1975. 
The Foundation supports a wide range of 
cultural and social activities for the public 
benefit in Greece and abroad. Based in 
Liechtenstein and dedicated to the memo
ry of Mr. Onassis's only son Alexander, 
who was killed tragically in an aircrash at 
the age of 23, the Foundation has to this 
date supported such activities as the con
struction and equipment of the Onassis 
Cardiac Surgery Centre in Athens, the cre
ation of the Athens Cultural Centre, schol
arships for young Greek students for post
graduate studies, and the awarding offour 
International Onassis Prizes as well as a 
Gold Medal for heads of state. 

The Onassis Library for Hellenic and 
Roman Art in the Department of Greek and 
Roman Art at the Metropolitan Museum 
will be a 2, 110-square-foot facility de
signed for increased access to the depart
ment's more than 9,000 titles, which have 
as their nucleus the 1931 bequest of books 
on classical archaeology by the Museum's 
second director, Edward Robinson. Under 
the guidance of successive department 
heads Gisela M.A. Richter, Christine Al
exander, Dietrich von Bothmer, and Car
los A. Picon, who is now Curator in 
Charge, the holdings of the library have 
expanded to be as rich in early literature 
as they are in contemporary studies and as 
comprehensive in philological works as in 
sales catalogues. Rare and significant hold
ings include such early publications as the 
Annali dell ' Instituto di Corrispondenza 
Archeologica (1829-1885), the Bulletino 
dell ' lnstituto, and the Archaologische Zei
tung (1843-1885); the complete Loeb Clas
sical Library, a great number of Teubner 
texts, and the corpora of Greek and Latin 
inscriptions; and approximately 2,400 sales 
catalogues dating from the earliest Euro
pean sales of the 1830s. 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art hous
es one of the world's greatest collections 
of Greek art, the material legacy of the 
classical tradition that is the root of all 
Western art and civilization and that still 
informs much of to day's thinking and ar
tistic creativity . Greek art has figured 
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A New Book By 
Fr. Stanley Harakas 

I By E. VICTORIA SMITH I 
A Book Review: "Of Life And Salva

tion , Reflec, __ ns on Living the Christian 
Life" by Stanley Samuel Harakas (Light 
and Life Publishing. $12.95) 

"This oook invites you to reflect on the 
meaning of the fourteen biblical passages 
that are part of the current text of the Sac
rament of Holy Unction." The opening 
sentence establishes the contents and pur
pose of the author'S work. Immediately 
our attention is aroused by this noted au
thor's statement that, "This deliberate and 
careful selection has brought together 
some of the most meaningful and enlight
ening messages of the New Testament in a 
single place." Fr. Harakas is referring to 
the Scripture readings in the Eastern Or
thodox Sacrament of Holy Unction, also 
called the Sacrament of Prayer Oil. 

For the majority of Orthodox Chris
tians, this Sacrament is an annual event in 
Holy Week, preparatory to receiving Holy 
Communion on Holy Thursday, the day 
of the institution of the Sacrament of Holy 
Eucharist. We listen to those moving vers
es from the Epistles and Gospels which tell 
of Christ's compassion for those He healed 
of every malady of soul and body, and we 
join the Priest in the prayers petitioning 
God's mercy and healing upon us. Perhaps 
our thoughts stray to our personal weak
nesses, and we do not hear the words, 
" .. . raise ... up again to sing praises ... and to 
glorify Thee." God freely gives and for
gives, through His Holy Spirit, for our sal
vation. But are we not expected to respond 
to this undeserved gift by making it real 
and actual in our lives? 

prominently in the Museum's collection 
since its inception in 1870 and now num
bers about 1 0,000 objects with an addition
al 6,000 Cypriot pieces. The collection is 
comprehensive both chronologically and 
across media, with special strengths in the 
areas of vase painting, sculpture (the Mu
seum ' s collection of archaic Attic sculp
ture is second only to that in Athens), 
bronzes, gems, glass, and jewelry. The 
Museum's broad collections -- more than 
two million works of art spanning the an
cient world to the present and represent-

Herein lies the treasure of this book . 
Each Epistle and Gospel in the Sacrament 
of Holy Oil is presented with a "reflection" 
(in some instances, more than one) -- a 
meditation on a message from the Scrip
ture passage that will help the reader "grow 
in healing past shortcomings, growing to
ward living the Orthodox Christian way 
oflife, and making your salvation in Christ 
reaL" 

Some of the titled Reflections which 
give you a banquet of food for thought 
(and growth) are: "Justifying Ourselves", 
Luke I 0:25-37; "Love: What It Isn't" , I 
Corinthians 13: 1-6; "Afflictions", 2 Corin
thians 1:8-11; "Faithful Persistence", Mat
thew 15:21-28; and, "Christian Freedom", 
2 Thessalonians 5: 14-24. 

Orthodox spirituality plumbs the 
depths of Scripture to raise us to greater 
heights of Christian living. It is unequalled 
and unsurpassed. "Of Life and Salvation" 
is a dynamic help 10 make a step upward 
in our Christ-like formation . The medita
tion on the story of Zacchaeus, for exam
ple, explains what happens when a sinner 
meets Christ: 

(I) The Lord cares enough to person
ally respond to his or her need to find for
giveness and redemption; 

(2) ways are given for repentance; 
(3) guidance is provided for a new life; 
(4) an inner change takes place which 

makes life new. 
I f you take step (1), give heed to steps 

(2) and (3) , then step (4) becomes 
reality" .Answer the invitation; get healed! 
Glorify God! 

ing cultures throughout the world -- also 
illustrate the profound and lasting influ
ence of the Classical tradition on succeed
ing civilizations, up through the present 
day. 
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oeL Moves into its Tenth Year 
In Florida Meeting, Condemns Bombing at Patriarchate; 

Matsoukas Elected President 

The Orthodox Christian Laity, a move
ment of Orthodox Christians, lay and cler
gy, with mem bers across all Orthodox ju
risdictions, seeking spiritual renewal and 
administrative reform in the Church, 
moved into its tenth year of active minis
try, as it concluded its 9th Annual Meet
ing at Sarasota, Florida, October 11-13, 
1996. Founded in Chicago in 1987 as a 
protest movement against the growing sec
ularization and excessive centralization of 
the Church in America, it quickly estab
lished itself as a catalyst in urging the res
toration of the traditional role of the laity 
in church governance and spiritual renew
al. In its publication Project For Orthodox 
Renewal, published by Light and Life Pub
lishing of Minneapolis in 1993, it identi
fied seven key issues facing Orthodox 
Christians in AJi,erica and has actively 
pursued these issues in its deliberations 
with the various Orthodox jurisdictions in 
America, especially the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America and at its repre
sentations and participation in the last sev
eral biennial clergy-laity congresses of the 
Archdiocese, as well as at the national 
meetings of the Orthodox Church in 
America and the Antiochian Orthodox 
Archdiocese along with the American 
Carpatho-Russian Diocese, among others. 
OCL has also brought its message of re
newal to the highest level--the Ecumeni
cal Patriarchate of Cons tan tinople, where 
it met several times with Patriarch Bartho
lomew and his predecessor, the late Patri
arch Demetrius, at the Phanar in Turkey 
and with which it maintains warm rela
tions. Indeed, in his message to the 9th 
Annual Meeting, His Holiness, Patriarch 
Bartholomew expressed his "full-hearted 
fatherly and patriarchal blessings and con
gratulate you for your great zeal and your 
uninterrupted concern for all of the Or
thodox Church and for your continued ef
forts on behalf of our brethren living ev
erywhere." 

The three-day stellar event which was 
hosted by the St. Barbara Greek Ortho-
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By THEOPHILUS A. PAPPAS 

George Matsoukas of West Palm Beach, Florida, the 5th President of the Orthodox Chris
tian Laity (OCL), was born and reared in Jersey City, NJ, where he attended local schools. 
As an altar boy growing up in the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, where he was 
tonsured as a Reader by the late Archbishop Michael, he came under the spiritual injlu
ence of Fr. John Poulos, whom he considers as his spiritual mentor. Later he attended 
Rutgers University where he earned a BA degree in history, and the University of Iowa 
where he received an MA degree. Following his collegiate studies he taught high school 
history and became a principal ofa schoolfor exceptional children. For the past 25 years 
he has been the Grants Coordinator at Palm Beach Community College in Lake Worth, 
FL. He has been active in many civic and professional organizations and is the recipient of 
several awardsfor distinguished services. He is an articulate advocate of spiritual renewal 
and ajier hearing about OCL. joined its ranks one year ajier its founding, rising to the 
ojjice of Executive Vice President. a position he has held jar the past six years. He has 
been an active church member and has served on the parish council of St. Catherine in 
West Palm Beach. 

dox Church in Sarasota with Louis A. 
Vose, Archon of the Ecumenical Patri-

archate serving as chairman, featured a 
number of outstanding Orthodox speak-
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ers and workshops. His Grace, Bishop Ia
covos of Catania, administrator of the Di
ocese of Atlanta, endeared himself to the 
participants by his erudition and humili
ty. In three we\l-prepared presentations he 
addressed the conferees "On the Histori
cal Jesus ," "On the Meaning of the 
Church," and on the theme of the nation
al meeting--"Transition, Renewal : One 
Faith, One Church." The presentations 
were made during the general session on 
Saturday and during the following day at 
Divine Liturgy and at the banquet fo\low
ing. Bishop Iacovos is a graduate of the 
University of Athens where he earned his 
theological degree and later attended Co
lumbia and Fordham universities in New 
York receiving an MA and Ph .D. degrees 
from both institutions respectively. 

Another featured speaker was the 
we\l-known convert to Orthodoxy, Frank 
Schaeffer who inspired his listeners with 
the story of his path to the Orthodox Faith. 
The son of a famous Protestant author and 
speaker, he spoke convincingly of the truth 
he has found in Orthodoxy. His topic was 
entitled "Renewing Orthodoxy: Rediscov
ering the Foundations of Our Orthodox 
Faith." A resident of New England, he is 
the editor of The Christian A ctivis t, a 

pan-Orthodox evangelical and educational 
ministry and the author of several Ortho
dox publications and videos. His focus on 
Orthodox renewal from the perspective of 
a Protestant convert has inspired multi
tudes of cradle Orthodox and 
non-Orthodox Christians. 

Also a featured speaker was Dr. Helen 
Theodoropoulos, Adjunct Professor at the 
Seabury-Western Theological Seminary in 
Chicago, who spoke on the life of St. 
Symeon the New Theologian, patron saint 
ofOCL and whose feast day was observed 
on October 12th at the annual meeting. Dr. 
Theodoropoulos, the daughter of OCL 
Board member Dr. Angelo Creticos, is a 
graduate of Holy Cross Theological 
School in Boston and wrote her doctoral 
dissertation on the life of St. Symeon in 
the Divinity School at the University of 
Chicago. 

Another speaker was Dr. Nikolas K. 
Gvosdev, an OCL Board member, a grad
uate of Georgetown University and a 
Rhodes Scholar with a Ph.D. from Oxford 
University. Currently President of St. 
Nicholas Orthodox Church in Ft. Lauder
dale, Florida, he is the founder and direc
tor of the Justinian Centre, a think tank 
focusing on the Byzantine Commonwealth 

THE 
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

and contemporary Orthodoxy, which has 
been partia\ly underwritten by OCL. Dr. 
Gvosdev spoke on the work on the Cen
tre and particularly on "The Phanar 
Project" a work he is currently engaged in 
which examines the options facing the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

Also speaking was Sophia Stefanadis 
of Clearwater, Florida, who spoke on 
reaching out to young people in the 
church , a topic that promoted lively dis
cussion among those assembled. A veter
an educator and Sunday school teacher, 
she is a Past Grand President of the · 
Daughters of Penelope and former Philop
tochos president. She holds degrees from 
Youngstown State University in Ohio and 
Montclair State College. 

Fina\ly, Dr. James Oliver, Vice Presi
dent for Institutional and Program Plan
ning at St. Petersburg Junior Co\lege in 
Florida , conducted an administrative 
workshop in which participants were bro
ken down into small workshop sessions 
to chart the future course of OCL. The 
workshops were based on OCL's 
book--Project for Orthodox Renewal, us
ing the seven studies as launching pads. 
The workshops created much excitement 
and enthusiasm. 

HAPPY 
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Resolutions and Elections 
The business portion of the 9th Annu

al Meeting heard the usual annual reports 
including that of its outgoing president 
Nicholas K arakas of St. Louis which told 
of his presence along with that of Execu
tive Vice President George Matsoukas of 
West Palm Beach at the enthronement of 
Archbishop Spyridon in New York on 
September 21 st; the report of the 
newly-appointed Executive Director, 
Nicholas Nicholaou of Chicago; the finan
cial report of Treasurer James A. Koulo
george of Chicago; and the report of Past 
President George D. Karcazes of Chicago 
of the New York Clergy-Laity Congress 
earlier in the year. 

A strongly-worded resolution was 
adopted condemning the grenade bomb
ing at the Ecumenical Patriarchate which 
damaged part of the newly restored Patri
archal Church of St. George on Septem
ber 30th and which called upon the Turk
ish Government to apprehend and punish 
the Islamic extremists who claimed respon
sibility for the bombing and requesting 
that the Turkish authorities take secure 
measures to protect the inviolability of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate as provided by 
international treaties. OCL Board mem
bers Peter Marudas, Chief of Staff for Sen. 
Paul Sarbanes of Maryland , sent to the 
Meeting a statement from the Turkish 
ambassador to the United States Nuzhet 
Kandemir, which denounced the attack on 
the Patriarchate in Istanbul. A parallel res
olution calling about Turkey to permit the 
re-opening of the Patriarchate's famed 
Halki Theological School , which was 
closed by authorities in 1972, was also 
passed . 

Chris Xeros of Dallas , reported that 
OCL's 2nd Pilgrimage to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and Holy Land will take place 
April 24 to May 5, 1997 with Easter at the 
Phanar. The cost of the 12-day tour is 
$2,994. Complete information is available 
at 405/260-7633. 

Elections for new officers were held re-
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OCL Board Members with Bishop Iacovos of Catania, Administrator of the Diocese of 
Atlanta at the 9th Annual OCL Meeting in Sarasota, Florida, October 11-13, 1996. Seat
ed: Fr. Frank Kirlangitis, pastor of the host parish St. Barbara of Sarasota: Bishop laco
vos; and newly-elected OCL President George Matsoukas of West Palm Beach, FL. Stand
ing: Dr. Nicholas Gvosdev of Ft. Lauderdale, FL; Michael Palmer of Northbrook, IL, 
Stephen Sfekas of Baltimore, Dr. Andrew T. Kopan of Chicago and his wife Alice, newly
elected OCL Vice President; and Jim Demetrion of Cincinnati. 

suiting in the following: educator and 
long-time Executive Vice President George 
Matsoukas of Florida, President; attorney 
George Coupounas of Boston, Executive 
Vice President; educator/author Alice O. 
Kopan of Chicago, Vice President; com
munity activist Timi Loomos Freshman of 
Los Angeles, Vice President; writer and 
computer specialist, Laura Jones of Mil-

ford , Pennsylvania, Secretary; and stock 
analyst James Koulogeorge of Chicago , 
Treasurer. The extraordinary dedication 
and work of outgoing president Nicholas 
Karakas of St. Louis during his three-year 
term was noted and a special position was 
created for him as Chairman of the Presi
dential Advisory Board, in recognition of 
his services. Michael Palmer of North-
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brook , Illinois retired from the Board and 
was appointed to the Advisory Board . 
Educator Diane Nichols Sotos of Rich
mond , Virginia, was elected to the Board 
of Directors. During the Board meeting a 
memorial tribute for the late Executive 
Secretary of OCL, Estelle Kanakas, who 
died on July 15th, was made by Alice Ko-
pan . 

DeL to Meet with 
Archbishop Spyridon 

One of the first acts of newly-elected 
President Matsoukas, was to arrange for 
a meeting with newly-enthroned Archbish
op Spyridon . The Executive Board will 
meet with His Eminence on December 2nd 
at the Archdiocese in New York. This will 
be the second meeting with the Archbish
op, the first one being held at the 1994 
Chicago Clergy-Laity Congress when he 
was the Metropolitan of Italy represent
ing the Ecumenical Patriarch at the Con
gress. The two-hour session with him at 
the time covered all aspects of OCL's ac
tivities in behalf of the Church. The Arch
bishop was one of the nominees made by 
OCL to Patriarch Bartholomew for the 
American throne. 

The winter OCL Board meeting was set 
for January 30th-February 2nd ,1997, at 
the St. Symeon's Orthodox Renewal Cen
ter in Destin, Florida. OCL accepted the 
invitation of Fr. Eusebius A. Stephanou, 
a member of OCL's Advisory Board and 
Director of the Orthodox Brotherhood of 
St. Symeon the New ThetJ logian, where he 
will conduct a retreat seminar for Board 
members. The spring meeting is scheduled 
for Irvine, California and the summer 
meeting will be held at Boston . The 10th 
Annual Meeting will take place in Boston 
in the autumn of 1997. 

OCL is now on the Internet. Complete 
information on OCL and its purpose is 
available by accessing its Internet address 
as follows: http.www.ocl.org. 
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Greek - Americans in Review 

MICHAEL PAPPAS 
ELECTED TO U.S. CONGRESS 

Former Somerset County Freehold
er, Michael Pappas, has been elect

ed Congressman for New Jersey's 12th 
District. Mr. Pappas, a Republican, defeat
ed his Democratic opponent, Lambertville 
Mayor David DelVecchio, and will suc
ceed Dick Zimmer, who ran for U. S. Sen
ate. After thanking his supporters, Mr. 
Pappas said the following in his acceptance 
speech: 

"From March until today, I visited ev-

ery town in cold and warm weather, stood 
on many street comers and stated that the 
number one issue facing our nation is the 
fiscal future of this country. I talked about 
balancing our budget, providing tax relief, 
bringing a common sense small business 
perspective, tough crime laws, and restor
ing hope, growth, and opportunity not only 
to our economy but to our families as well. 

On my first day in Congress, I will in
troduce three bills . One will be to cut the 
capital gains tax in half, from 28% to 14%. 
The next bill will be to reform estate taxes 
to help family owned businesses and to 

By SUSAN K. KLERIDES 

save open space right here in Central New 
Jersey. Presently, when a long time fami
ly farmer dies, the estate, although desir
ing to continue farming or keep the open 
space, is too often compelled to sell the 
land for development just to pay the tax 
bill. Reforming this tax law is not only tax
payer friendly, but environmentally friend
ly, which will create concrete results right 
here in Central New Jersey. Finally, the 
third bill is an updated study on the status 
of all unfunded federal mandates on state 
and local governments and the private sec
tor. I fully intend that unfunded mandate 
legislation is followed up and that the fed
eral government fulfills its responsibility 
in that regard. 

I also will continue to fight to protect 
our constitutional rights and continue my 
involvement in human services and re
specting all people, protecting the vulner
able, the unborn, respecting our elderly, 
and working for a better future for young 
people." 

Mr. Pappas has already joined the 
"Freshmen Class" in Washington, DC, and 
will begin his service in January 1997. 

GREEK INSTITUTE 
AWARDS FOR 1996 

~e Greek Institute, located in Cam
.1 bridge, MA, honored three out

standing individuals for their excellence 
and contribution to ·Greek culture at the 
Institute's fifth annual gala fund raiser, held 
recently at the 57 Park Plaza in Boston. 
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Mr. George C. Chryssis 

George C. Chryssis, a successful entrepre
neur, businessman, and author, received 
the Arete A ward for his contribution to 
civic, community, charitable, profession
al, and religious causes. Mr. Chryssis is 
currently president of the Pan Cretan As
sociation of America, a member of the 
Board of Overseers of Northeastern Uni
versity, and a trustee of Wentworth Insti
tute. His latest book of poetry, Heliotro
pia, was recently published by the Greek 
Institute. Dr. Marianne Irene McDonald, 

Dr. Marianne Irene McDonald 
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an author, educator, philanthropist, and 
philhellene, was given the Sophia Award 
for her dedication and deep love of Greek 
culture as expressed in her work as an au-

. thor and Classical scholar, and in the 
founding of the monumental Greek lan
guage project known as the Thesaurus Lin
guae Graecae. Dr. McDonald is on the 
board of directors of the Institute. Dimitri 
Hadzi, an artist, received the Techne 
A ward as one of the most distinguished 
sculptors of our time. His work often 
brings us close to the realm of myths which 
are drawn primarily from his Greek heri
tage. According to Nobel prize-winning 
poet, Seamus Heaney, "Dimitri's work re
veals a pride in his Greek ancestry." Mr. 
Hadzi is a member of the Greek Institute 
Advisory Board. 

ZAGOREOS ADDRESSES 
HABA RECEPTION 

Alexander E. Zagoreos, managing 
./""\director of Lazard Freres & Co., 

LLC, spoke about "Investing in Emerging 
Markets: An Alternative Approach," at a 
cocktail reception hosted recently by the 
Hellenic American Bankers Association 
(HABA) at the Princeton Club in New Jer
sey. Mr. Zagoreos began his career over 
30 years ago as an analyst with Esso Inter
national. In 1967, he became vice presi
dent at Model, Roland & Co., where he 
was an oil analyst and fund manager. In 
1975, he moved to his present firm. As 

managing director, Mr. Zagoreos is re
sponsible for the Global and Emerging 
Markets Asset Management, Close-end 
Funds, and Emerging Markets. He is also 
managing director for the World Trust 
Fund, Scottish and English Invest LP, the 
Lazard Emerging World Fund, and the 
Emerging World Investors LP. 

The Hellenic American Bankers Asso
ciation is a professional, not-for-profit cor
poration founded in 1982 to serve the pro
fessional and social needs of Greek Amer
icans in the banking and finance industries. 
Its membership exceeds 200 profession
als from over 50 major financial institu
tions in the New York metropolitan area. 
HABA regularly holds lectures with very 
prominent speakers in the fields of eco
nomics, banking, and finance. 

GOULET AS INDUCTED INTO 
REALTOR HALL OF FAME 

Nicholas s. Gouletas, chairman and 
CEO of American Invsco, was in

ducted into the Chicago Association of 
Realtors Hall of Fame at the association's 
11 3th annual inaugural banquet held re
cently at the Chicago Hilton & Towers 
Hotel. Mr. Gouletas is the leader of a four 
generation Greek-American real estate 
family. His grandfather, Nicholas Lekkas, 
a developer of resort spas, hotels, and 
apartments in Loutraki, Greece, came to 
Chicago in 1898. His father, Steven N. 
Gouletas, was born in Chicago in 1915, 
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and returned to Greece with the family in 
1921 . 

After World War II , he returned to 
America and continued the family's in
volvement in real estate, purchasing and 
developing apartments in Chicago's North 
Side. Nicholas Gouletas founded Ameri
can Invsco in 1969 with his sister Evange
line Gouletas, co-chair of the company, 
and brother Victor N. Goulet. 

The Chicago Association of Realtors 
Hall of Fame was created by the directors 
of the organization in 1986, in order to 
recognize the industry's outstanding lead
ers. Hall of Fame Committee chairman 
Sheldon F. Good said of Mr. Gouletas: 

"Nick has been selected to receive this 
honor in recognition of his outstanding 
achievements and nearly three decades of 
service in the Chicago real estate market. 
Hall of Fame selection is traditionally re
served for those whose lifetime contribu
tions raise the standard of the profession 
and such is certainly the case with Nick 
Gouletas. This award is both a testament 
to Gouletas's personal leadership, and a 
credit to the company he founded and con
tinues to lead." 

MICHAEL KALLERES 
APPOINTED PRESIDENT 

D etired Vice Admiral Michael P. 
RKalleres, U. S. Navy, has been ap

pointed president of the Technology Ser
vices Group of Global Associates, Ltd. by 
Global's chairman of the board, John W. 
Asher, III. Global, headquartered in Falls 
Church, VA, is a contractor that specializ
es in warfare analysis, systems engineer
ing, software development, technical stud
ies, management support services, and 
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medical/laboratory services for the govern
ment and industry. The corporation has 
420 employees with additional offices in 
Ballston, Crystal City, Hampton Roads, 
and Quantico, VA, and San Diego, CA. 

Vice Admiral Kalleres, who retired in 
1994 as the senior three-star admiral in the 
U. S. Navy, had a distinguished career that 
included operational command of the U. 
S. Second Fleet and the Military Sealift 
Command. He has been Global's Corpo
rate Technical Director since 1995. 

KAKAVASSCHOLARSHW 
ESTABLISHED 

D r. James C. Kakavas, and his wife, 
Theresa, have established a schol

arship endowment in their names to sup
port students in the Medical Technology 
Department at the University of Delaware. 
Dr. Kakavas, who at 96 years of age, is 
the university's oldest living former dean 
and professor emeritus. He immigrated to 
the United States from Trikala, Greece in 
1911 , and grew up in Lowell, MA. He 
earned his bachelor's and master's degrees 

from the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst, and a Ph.D. from Yale. 

In 1929, Dr. Kakavas joined the facul
ty of the University of Delaware, where 
he taught and conducted research for 35 
years. During this time he was instrumen
tal in establishing the Medical Technolo
gy Program, the School of Nursing, and 
the College of Marine Studies. He also 
served as chairman of the Department of 
Biological Sciences, acting dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences, and both 
associate dean and dean of the School of 
Graduate Studies. Dr. Kakavas was the fIrst 
University of Delaware Research Founda
tion grant recipient, and brought the foun
dation and the university its first patent. 
The royalties from this patent helped fund 
the foundation that has supported the re
search of young professors for 54 years . 

Dr. Kakavas has been a leader in the 
Greek community in Delaware and at the 
Holy Trinity Church, raising funds for var
ious Greek charities as well as the church 
building. He has served as president of the 
Hellenic University Club of Wilmington. 
Over the years, Dr. Kakavas has support-

H Hellenic News of America £KOLO£TQl ~£ £8VlKO npOOaVQTOAlO~O Yla Tl1 ouVn'jPTlOTl 
Tl1e; £AATlVlKTle; YAwooae; KQl nOAlTlO~OU 0Tl1v A~£PlKTl . nap6MTlAa OTOX£U£l 0Tl1v 
aVTlK£l~£VlKTl £vTl~tpwOTl Tl1e; o~oytv£lae; O£ 8t~QTa nou o<popouv Tl1v £MTlVlKO
a~£plKaVlKTl nOAlTlKTl, OlKOVO~lKTl, KQl KOlVWVlKTl ~wTl . 

LTle; O£ALO£e; ~oe; napou0l6~OVTQl TO npoI3ATl~OTQ Tl1e; o~oytV£lOe; , 8t~aTa £8VlKOU 
£VOlo<ptpOVTOe;, KQl £nLKQlP£e; £~£AL~£le; OTle; oxtO£le; Tl1e; EM60oe; KQl Tl1e; Kunpou 
~£ TOV UnOAOLnO KOO~O. 

M£ Tl1v £<PTl~£PLOO ~ae; auv£py6~£TQl £nlT£A£LO YVWOTWV OTl~OOloyp6<pwv , Ko8TlYTlTWV 
naV£nLOTT)~LWV, l£PW~tvwv KQl nOAlTlKWV TIle; A~£plKTle; , Tl1e; EAAOoae; KQl TIle; Kunpou. 

ria 6Ioq,nlJfoEI<; KOI ouv6pOIJE<; mnEq,WVEfm:E: 

a~B11 610-446-1463 
Havertowil. Pellrisylvailia 

email greekllews@aol.com 
EmoKEuGElTE IJOe; OTO Illternet: www.gaepls.org/tlila/hllil.htrn 

43 



ed, housed, and guided young Greek im
migrants studying at the University of 
Delaware. 

Dr. Kakavas has received numerous 
awards and honors, among them a citation 
from Delaware's governor, Thomas Carp
er, and the nationally prestigious Aristo
telian A ward from AHEP A. 

ALEX SPANOS RECEIVES 
HUMANITARIAN A WARD 

T he American Cinema !i\wards 
Foundation honored Alex G. Spa

nos with the 1996 "Gloria Swanson Hu
manitarian Award," at the 11 th Annual 
Cinema Awards Show, held recently at the 
Westin Bonaventure Hotel in Los Ange
les. Mr. Spanos, president of A.G. Spanos 

Companies and owner of the San Diego 
Chargers, is noted for his numerous phil
anthropic contributions to charitable, civ
ic, athletic, arts, and educational institu
tions. He received his award from former 
President and Mrs. Gerald R. Ford. 

Other honorees included Richard Drey
fuss, Morgan Freeman, and Shirley Mac 
Laine for "Distinguished Achievement in 
Film," Bob Hope for "93 Years of Hope: 
A Salute to an International Institution," 
and Susan Lucci for "Distinguished 
Achievement in Television." American 
Airlines and Jack L. William received the 
"Joel McCrea Merit of Achievement 
Award." 

Proceeds from the gala will benefit the 
Motion Picture and Television Fund, the 
Whitney Houston Foundation for Children, 
Harry's Haven Alzheimer's Facility, and 
various arts scholarships and charitable 
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causes. 
HELLENIC MEDICAL SOCIETY 

MARKS 60TH ANNIVERSARY 

The Hellenic Medical Society of 
New York will host its 60th Anni

versary Celebration on December 6th and 
7th, at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York 
City. In addition to marking its 60th anni
versary, the Hellenic Medical Society will 
honor those who have contributed to med
icine, Hellenism, and the preservation of 
society. 

Among those joining the Laureates of 
Distinction Tribute Gala are former Sur
geon General, Dr. C. Everett Koop, who 
will be presented with the Distinguished 
Physician Award, and Dr. Argeris N. Kara
belas, president of SmithKline Beecham 
Pharmaceuticals, who will receive the Dis
tinguished Hellene A ward. The Lifetime 
Achievement Award will be presented to 
past president and advisor emeritus, Dr. 
Anthony Vasilas, for his exemplary lead
ership directing the society within the 
framework of the Hippocratic ideals. 

Special events include the Recognition 
Ceremony of 1996 medical scholarship 
and biomedical research grant recipients, 
and the medical symposium, "Moving the 
Practice of Medicine from Art to Science 
Through Information." 

DR. VEZERIDIS AWARDED 
ST. GEORGE MEDAL 

Dr. Michael Vezeridis, a distin 
guished surgeon from Providence, 

RI, recently received the St. George Med
al, a national award given to an individual 
in each state who, over the course of many 
years, has demonstrated leadership and 
dedication to projects of the American 
Cancer Society. "He is one of those rare 
physicians who gives an enormous 
amount," said Steve Slaughter, the execu
tive vice president of the Rhode Island 
American Cancer Society Chapter. "He 
comes to meetings between surgeries, goes 
back to the hospital after meetings to check 
on patients. He's an incredible guy." 

Dr. Vezeridis grew up in Thessaloniki 
where his father, Dr. Panagiotis Vezeridis 
showed a great deal of compassion and 
charity to his patients, many of whom were 
too poor to pay for his medical services. 
He remembers that his father occasionally 

left money under his patients' pillows so 
they could buy their prescription medica
tions. Dr. Vezeridis practices at all of the 
Brown-affiliated hospitals and the Veter
ans Administration Medical Center. One 
day a week he sees patients at the Breast 
Health Center at Women & Infants. 

"I'm very humbled," said Dr. Vezeri
dis, referring to the St. George Medal. "I 
think that everybody in the medical 
profession--physicians, nurses, technici
ans--have to have a significant amount of 
compassion. With cancer, which inspires 
tremendous fear, you have to be even more 
sensitive toward the patient's needs. We 
deal, for instance, with minor everyday 
problems, such as troubles with the tele
phone company. And when we do not get 

THE BOOKS 
BY 

VEFA ALEX/ADDU 

The books "Greek Cuisine", 
and "Greek Pastries ", 

by Vefa Alexiadou have been 
published with a new look. 
They are written in Greek 
and English and you can 

purchase them by sending a 
check or money order to: 

Estiator Magazine 
421 7th Avenue, Suite 810 

New York, N.Y. 10001 

The price for each book 
is $28.50 including 

postage and handling 

Her new book "Festive 
Cuisine ", has also been 

published in both languages 

The price for the book 
is $35.00 including 

postage and handling 

(Allow 2-4 weeks/or delivery) 10 ___________ • 
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the proper response, we are aggravated. 
Imagine if you are dealing with a 
life-threatening disease and you have 
someone who is cold, unreceptive, and 
does not understand your fears. The pa
tient needs to feel secure with the physi
cian. I want to believe that I have a special 
bond with all my patients. Everyone is 
special, and there are many outstanding 
examples of courage." 

GOVATSOS NAMED 
PROMOTION MANAGER 

A ndrew A. Govatsos of Lowell, MA 
.l""\has received the highest award of 

Record Promotion Manager of the Year 
with Reprise Records, a Time Warner 
Company. The award was given to Mr. 

Govatsos at the Warner, Electra and At
lantic Records Convention held recently 
in Anaheim, CA. He also won the MVP 
Award, voted by his peers, and received 
the Special Project A ward. He has been 
employed with Warner, Electra and Atlan
tic Records for nine years. 

Mr. Govatsos has served on the Parish 
Council of the Transfiguration Parish in 
Lowell for three years, and has been Par
ish Council President for the past two 
years. He was co-chairperson of the 1995 
Transfiguration Grecian Festival in Low
ell, and is co-chairperson for the tenth an
niversary festival that will be held in June, 

DECEMBER, 1996 

1997. 
NJ CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

HONORS NICK GREGORY 

The Greek American Chamber of 
Commerce of New Jersey honored 

FOX network meteorologist Nick Grego
ry at its annual dinner dance held recent
ly. The Honorable Consul Generals of 
Greece and Cyprus, Mr. Charalambos Ro
kanas and Mr. Charalambos Kapsos were 
among the 250 guests in attendance. The 
event opened with greetings from the 
chamber's president, Stef Nyktas and the 
chairman of the board of directors, Mario 
H. Afram. 

For the past 10 years, Nick Gregory has 
been the most popular meteorologist in 
New York, working for the Fox network's 
10 o'clock news. Mr. Gregory has been 
recognized for his professional achieve
ments by various organizations and The 
New York Post has named him the most 
accurate meteorologist for the period 
1988-1992. 

The Greek American Chamber of Com
merce, which was founded in 1992, has 
grown to a ISO-member organization 
whose purpose is to promote and enhance 
the commercial activities and success of 
the Greek American community, to pro
vide business assistance for its members 
through networking, and to promote trade 
with Greece and Cyprus. Awards were also 
given out to Savas Tsivicos and Tassos Ef
stratiades for their outstanding contribu
tions to the organization. 

GREEK-AMERICANS 
COAST TO COAST 

Professor Maria C. Pantelia has been 
appointed by the University of California, 
Irvine, as director of the Thesaurus Lin
guae Graecae, a project for the creation 
of an electronic databank of Greek litera
ture. A graduate of the University of Ath
ens with a degree in classical philology, 
she received her Ph.D. in classics from 
Ohio State University in 1987. Dr. Pan
telia will pursue collaboration between the 
project and Greek academic institutions for 
the purpose of promoting the study of 
Greek language internationally. 

Maria V. Psanis, MA has begun a pri
vate practice in counseling and psychother-

apy for individuals, children, and couples 
in Tariffville, CT. Ms. Psanis earned a mas
ter's degree in clinical psychology from the 
University of Hartford and participated in 
a mobile crisis team internship at the Cap
itol Region Mental Health Center, also in 
Hartford. She is a member of the Ameri
can Psychological Association, the New 
York Academy of Science, and the Amer
ican Counseling Association. 

Ted Theophilos, of Chicago, IL has 
been appointed executive vice president, 
general counsel for True North Commu
nications Inc., effective immediately. He 
will oversee all corporate legal affairs for 
the company, reporting to Bruce Mason, 
chairman and CEO, and become a mem
ber of True North's management board. 
Mr. Theophilos was most recently senior 
vice president and general counsel with 
A.C. Nielsen Company, also in Chicago. 

Lorraine Chrisomalis, MD has opened 
a practice in obstetrics and gynecology, 
maternal-fetal medicine at Colum
bia-Presbyterian Medical Center in New 
York City. 

John P. Balamas, DMD has estab
lished a practice in family, restorative, and 
implant dentistry in Seekonk, MA. 

Nikki Samaras Deary of Cranston, RI 
was recently appointed deputy chief ad
ministrative officer for the Rhode Island 

45 



Board of Medical Licenses and Discipline. 
The office addresses complaints regarding 
the quality of medical care given by med
ical professionals, nursing homes or hos
pitals, and concerns about fees or insur
ance coverage. 

Portia Pantages, a top producing sales 
associate with Hunneman and Company/ 
ColdwellBanker in Newton, MA, recently 
received a Certificate of Merit from May
or Thomas Concannon for her efforts to 

beautify the city's public grounds. 

Nick Retsinas, former aide to Rhode 
Island Governor Bruce Sundlun, has tem
porarily left the federal Department of 
Housing and Urban Development to take 
over as acting head ofthe Office of Thrift 
Supervision, which oversees savings and 
loan institutions. 

Dr. Kyriaki Karidoyanes FitzGerald 
was appointed by Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew to represent the Patriarchate 
of Constantinople at an international con
ference of Orthodox Women held recent
ly in Damascus, Syria. Approximately 50 
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Orthodox women, primarily from the Mid
dle East, Africa, and Asia attended the con
ference which was hosted by the Patriarch
ate of Antioch and sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches and the regional Or
thodox churches. The conference was part 
of the World Council of Churches' pro
gram on the "Ecumenical Decade of 
Churches in Solidarity with Women." 

Demetrios Dolios of Astoria, NY has 
had his first volume of poetry, Screaming 
Poems in the Night published by Seabum 
Books. Mr. Dolios's work has been pub
lished in the Greek magazine New Hespe
ria (NYC) and included in the Diaspora 
literary journal. 

Dr. Yiannis Katsogridakis, of Rye, 
NY has been selected as chief resident, Pe-

diatrics Department at Albert Einstein Col
lege ofMedicinelMontefiore Medical Cen
ter for the 1997-98 academic year. Dr. Kat
sogridakis is a graduate of SUNY /Brook
Iyn. 

Maria Despina Katsogridakis, of Rye, 
NY has begun a masters degree program 
at Columbia University School of Social 
Work. Ms. Katsogridakis is a graduate of 
Penn State University with a bachelor's 
degree in psychology, and was a mental 
health counselor at Saint Vincent's Hospi
tal Westchester in Harrison, NY before 
starting her masters program. 

Despina Sioias, a student at Benjamin 
Cardozo High School in Bayside, NY, was 
recently honored by Mayor Guilliani at a 
reception for summer interns at Gracie 

Keep an eye out! 

.~*iff 
and let us know if you've come across 

any anti-Hellenic media coverage lately" 

Better yet, forward what you've found to AHMP 
immediately and volunteer to become a Monitor of your 

local newspapers and other media sources for this national 
grass-roots organization, formed to address the 

increasingly anti-Hellenic posture taken by our press and 
media. Individuals capable of a sophisticated level of 

written advocacy are particularly encouraged to apply for 
positions as Writers by forwarding a writing sample to: 

Gi:> AMERICAN HELLENIC PO Box 1150, NY, NY 10028-0008 

...... MEDIA PROJECT ahmp@tribeca.ios.com (212)249-3863 
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Despina Siolas honored 
by Mayor Rudolph Guilliani 

Mansion. During the summer of 1996, Ms. 
Siolas worked on a project regarding the 
contents of New York City's lakes as a sci
ence intern with the Department of Envi
ronmental Protection. The internship was 
made possible by the New York Academy 
of Science's Science Research Training 
Program and a grant from the Norman and 
Rosita Winston Foundation of the Hebrew 
Technical Institute. 

Anastasia K. Hanzis and Demetra 
Markis, both students at Ithaca College, 
have been designated UPS Scholars for the 
1996-97 academic year. Ms . Hanzis, a 
member of the class of 1999, is majoring 
in corporate communication at the Roy H. 
Park School of Communications. She has 
a minor in advertising/public relations. Ms. 
Markis, a member of the class of 1998, is 
majoring in drama at the School of Hu
manities and Sciences. A Dean's List stu
dent, she has been active with Ithaca Col
lege Television as a cast member of the 
Just Off Broadway series and served as 
copy desk editor of The Ithacan student 

newspaper. 
Charles and Penelope Ballas, of Au

gusta, GA recently celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary with family and 

friends. The couple's children, Cynthia and 
Dennis Moorehead of Roswell, GA, Deb
bie and Tom Maxwell of Tuckahoe, NY, 
and Charles (Jr.) and Debi Ballas have 
commissioned the icon of the Platytera to 
be painted in the apse of the Holy Trinity 
Church in Augusta in honor of their par
ents . 

IN MEMORIAM 

Captain Peter Philios, retired former 
commander of the 1 14th Police Precinct 
in Astoria, NY, passed away recently at 
his home at age 70. Captain Philios was 
the first commander of Greek descent at 
the Astoria precinct. After his retirement 
in 1976, Captain Philios became an assis
tant commissioner ofthe State Liquor Au
thority. He was an Archon in the Order of 
St. Andrew, a member of AHEPA, and a 
Free Mason. Captain Philios is survived 
by his wife of fifty years, Helen, two 
daughters, a son, and seven grandchildren. 

• GEORGE FOUKAS, DMD 

Complete Dental Care 
By appointment only 

54 Grove Street, Clifton, N.J., 07013 Tel: (201) 470-0990 
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