
President Clinton and Prime Minister Simitis at the White House 

Greek Government's Policies 
On Economic and Foreign Affairs 

Prime Minister Costas Simitis in Washington 

The Prime Minister of Greece, Mr. Cos-
tas Simitis, arrived in Washington on April 
7 on his first visit to the United States since 
taking office earlier this year. 

During his visit to the U.S. capital, Mr. 
Simitis met with President Clinton at the 
White House on April 9 for a discussion of 
major topics of interest to both countries, 
including Greek-Turkish relations, the still 
unresolved problem of Cyprus, and the fur-
ther development of Greek-US. economic 
relations. 

Mr. Simitis was accompanied on his visit 
by Foreign Minister Theodoros Pangalos, 
National Economy Minister Yiannos Pa-
pantoniou and Press Minister Dimitris 
Reppas. In addition to his conversation with 
President Clinton at the White House, Mr. 
Simitis had meetings also with U.S. Secre-
tary of State Warren Christopher and with 
US. Defense Secretary William Perry. 

At a National Press Club luncheon on 
April 8, Prime Minister Simitis reviewed 
the essential elements of his government's 
policies in the areas of domestic, economic 
and foreign affairs. The following is the text 
of his speech: 

On the eve of the 21st century, Greece 
stands ready to tackle the major challeng-
es it must face to fulfill the aspirations of 
her citizens. These challenges span the 
social, political, economic, and cultural 
aspects of Greek life. 

Human relations are becoming ever 
more universal. The development of com-
munications, the international fusing of 
productive structures, the interdepen-
dence of policies of states have led to the 
spread of common values and principles. 

Eight Organizations Form Special Committee 
The presidents and other leaders of 27 

o f thelargest national Greek-American 
organizations gathered in Washington, 
D.C. April 18 and 19th on the occasion 
of the visit of Prime Minister of Greece 
Costas Simitis. The leaders hosted a din-
ner honoring Prime Minister Simitis and 
met for a six hour "working strategy ses-
sion." The meetings included briefings by 
key government officials from the U.S., 
Greece and Cyprus. 

"This historic gathering of the leader-
ship of the Greek-American community 
was a great step forward for our commu-
nity and for our issues. We look forward 
to building from the foundation created 
by this meeting to better address all issues  

of concern to Hellenes across the United 
States and around the world," said An-
drew A. Athens, president of the World 
Council of Hellenes Abroad (SAE). 

It was agreed at the meeting called by 
the World Council of Hellenes Abroad 
(SAE), that a committee will meet in the 
near future to help develop a world strat-
egy for issues of concern to Greece and 
Cyprus. This committee will consist of the 
leaders of the eight largest Greek-Ame-
rican organizations that hosted the din-
ner for Prime Minister Simitis as well as 
leaders from Canada, London, and Brus-
sels, and others. 

The eight organizations that will be 
participating in the upcoming SAE strat- 

egy meeting include: SAE World, Andrew 
A. Athens, president; SAE North & South 
America Region, Chris Tomaras, presi-
dent; AHEPA (the American Hellenic Ed-
ucational Progressive Association), Dr. 
Spiro Macris, supreme president; the 
American Hellenic Institute (AHI), Dr. 
William Hunter, chairman; the Interna-
tional Coordinating Committee -- Justice 
for Cyprus (PSEKA), Philip Christopher, 
president; the National Coordinated Ef-
fort, Andrew E. Manatos, president, the 
United Hellenic American Congress 
(UHAC), James Regas, president; and the 
Western Policy Center, John Sitilides, ex-
ecutive director. 
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Many of the elements of this global inter-
dependence in the political economic and 
cultural fields were unfamiliar to many 
peoples not so long ago. No state can any 
longer survive in isolation. Equally, no 
national policies can be formulated with-
out taking into account the constraints 
imposed by the international environ-
ment. 

At the same time, globalization offers 
opportunities which, if seized in time, 
could help Greece take full advantage of 
her dynamism and of her resources, espe-
cially as regards human capital. 

We live at a time which will prove es-
pecially decisive in determining the future. 
Information technology is revolutionizing 
production relations and is rapidly lead-
ing to a new international mapping of 
comparative advantage. The resulting in-
ternational environment is increasingly 
demanding; in that environment the abil-
ity to adapt, to specialize, and to interre-
late with the global production structure 
will all play substantial roles. 

Such developments affect both peoples' 
lives and the conduct of nations, through 
commercial expansion, economic devel-
opment, and social evolution. Greece is 
determined to prepare herself to confront 
successfully the realities of the new era by 
nourishing new ideas, by mobilizing in-
novative methods, and by adapting eco-
nomic and social structures. 

A Guarantor for Regional 
Peace and Stability 

These challenges to transform the eco-
nomic, social and international environ-
ment demand of policy makers the clear 
definition and enunciation of policy pri-
orities. 

Our goal is to build a vigorous and 
strong nation. Our aim is to safeguard the 
creative, dynamic presence of Greece on 
the international scene; to expand our al-
liances and to play an important role in 
our part of the world. Greece is and will 
remain a guarantor of peace, stability, 
friendship, and cooperation. 

National sovereignty and the country's 
territorial integrity constitute the founda-
tions of our foreign policy. 

It is our goal to strengthen our pres-
ence by undertaking initiatives on the in-
ternational scene, in international orga-
nizations and in bilateral relations. 

European integration is another prior-
ity. In this context, we aim at safeguard- 

ing parity among the member states of the 
European Union. 

In the wider European context, our aim 
is to protect our national security inter-
ests, to strengthen democratic institutions, 
and to safeguard human rights. We will 
promote policies which will allow Greece 
to use its position on the southeastern 
flank of the European Union to assist 
countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
as well as those of the Black Sea rim to 
overcome their structural deficiencies and 
problems of transition. 

Greece's geographical position, as well 
as her good relations with all parties will 
also allow her to play a role in the devel-
opment of the countries of the Mediter-
ranean rim, acting as a bridge to the Eu-
ropean Union. 

In the framework of decisions already 
taken, we attach high priority to the ac-
cession of Cyprus to the European Union, 
and we will continue to support all efforts 
for a peaceful and just solution to the 
Cyprus problem. 

Relations Between 
Greece and the U.S. 

As far as the furtherance of our con-
structive relationship with the United 
States is concerned, we will seek actions 
that will give our relations new and richer 
content. Our objective is for Greece to 
become a positive factor in developments 
and a point of reference in the geopoliti-
cal map being shaped in our region. 

Economic relations between our coun-
tries are a reflection of the high degree of 
cooperation achieved on political issues 
and in other areas of mutual interest. Nev-
ertheless, there is still significant room for 
further improvement in both the volume 
and the composition of trade flows. There 
is also room for deepening cooperation in 
a wider, less traditional context. 

At the same time, we are attempting to 
exploit the potential of the emerging mar-
kets in the Balkans, in the Black Sea re-
gion, and in the Mediterranean Basin. The 
outreach of the U.S. and Greece in those 
parts of the world are undoubtedly com-
plementary, be it in cultural or economic 
matters. 

Greece wishes to express her keen in-
terest in the realization of direct Ameri-
can investment and the encouragement of 
collaboration between Greek and Ameri-
can firms, in partnership or in other forms 
of cooperation. We are hopeful that the  

operation of the Greek Investment Cen-
ter, known colloquially as the "One Stop 
Shop," will, by simplifying and streamlin-
ing procedures relating to foreign invest-
ment, satisfy the concerns of foreign in-
vestors. 

We wish to express our belief that 
American and Greek firms can collabo-
rate by taking advantage of their comple-
mentary elements, as well as by extend-
ing their cooperation in areas and regions 
beyond their current reach. We have dem-
onstrated, in practice, our determination 
to proceed to the necessary institutional 
adjustments that will allow complete har-
monization with the emerging interna-
tional framework of economic and finan-
cial transactions. Such adjustment will 
eliminate obstacles to strengthening of our 
bilateral economic relations. 

Along these lines, we have introduced 
a series of measures for improving the pro-
tective framework for intellectual proper-
ty rights, for the full adoption of the pro-
curement codes of the World Trade Or-
ganization, and for other improvements. 

It is time that we attempt to upgrade 
cooperation and to strike a mutually ben-
eficial balance in our bilateral economic 
relations, by means of concrete and prac-
tical measures. Our administrations could 
effectively monitor such a process. 

In our view, our primary target should 
be to meet the challenges of the future and 
to create the optimal conditions that the 
business communities of our countries 
require to encourage common entrepre-
neurial action on the basis of their com-
plementary strategic advantage. 

The Balkans 
Turning to the Southeastern Europe-

an region, our relations with the Balkan 
States will continue to be focused on the 
reestablishment and stabilization of peace 
in the region within today's established 
borders and constitutional realities. 

Greece intends to cooperate and con-
tribute by diplomatic means, by making 
use of her status as a member state of the 
European Union, NATO, the Council of 
Europe, the Western European Alliance, 
as well as her good relations with her 
neighbors, namely Albania, the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FY-
ROM), Bulgaria, Serbia and Montenegro 
(New Yugoslavia), and Romania. 

The main objectives of our diplomatic 
activity in the Balkans are 

1) A Conference of the Balkan States 
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aiming at the adoption of a regional 
Agreement that will safeguard the respect 
of borders, will encourage good neighbor-
liness and cooperation and will promote 
the protection of human rights in general 
and of minorities in particular. In so do-
ing the dangers of a conflagration in these 
sensitive areas will be lessened. 

2) The steady improvement of bilater-
al relations between Greece and the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
(FYROM) on the basis of the Interim Ac-
cord of New York, placing special empha-
sis on the concrete definition and imple-
mentation of its provisions of an economic 
and financial nature. It must be stressed 
that the Accord is of seven year duration; 
it may be replaced by a more comprehen-
sive agreement once the problem of the 
name of that state is finally resolved. 

3) The consideration of expanding 
NATO's Partnership for Peace to include 
the Balkan States which have not already 
been incorporated, and toward Russia. 

4) The further improvement of our re-
lations with Albania. 

Our main economic objectives with 
respect to the Balkan region are: 

1) The development of an institutional 
framework to foster economic coopera-
tion with the countries of the southern 
Balkan peninsula to facilitate both private 
entrepreneurial activity and investment in 
infrastructure projects. 

2) The pursuit of investments in the 
form of joint ventures, including those 
with a U.S. party as a partner. Joint ven-
tures involving Greek firms are already 
numerous in Bulgaria and by word and 
by deed - going so far as to land a military 
force on Greek soil. This contestation con-
stitutes a qualitative change in the nature 
of Turkish claims in the Aegean. Until 
now, Turkey has raised doubt and de-
manded rights pertaining to the sea or to 
the air. The recent crisis shows that we 
have entered a new phase. In this phase 
the subjects of discussion and dispute are 
the land of Greece itself, as well as the ti-
tles of sovereignty over it. 

Turkey, after first disputing Greek ter-
ritory, is now inviting us to a dialogue 
without preconditions in order to improve 
our mutual relations. Of course, we do not 
reject dialogue with any country. Equal-
ly, we are not prepared to negotiate un-
conditionally and with no prospect of a 
satisfactory conclusion. Our refusal to 
negotiate with Turkey at this moment is 
based on three considerations: First, on  

our knowledge that negotiations, by na-
ture a political and not a legal means of 
solving problems, cannot ensure a final 
and permanent solution which can be 
binding on both sides. 

Second, on our negative experience of 
negotiations with Turkey in the 1970s. 
Greece then attempted to negotiate with 
Turkey on the joint formulation of an 
agreement to refer the matter of the Ae- 
gean sea bed to the International Court 
of Justice. We soon realized that Turkey, 
on a range of issues, would at first agree, 
only to retract her agreement later. At the 
same time it was continuously placing 
more issues on the negotiating table, thus 
making an agreement increasingly distant. 
As could have been expected, these nego-
tiation were fruitless and were discontin-
ued after seven or eight years. 

Third, on our unwillingness and our 
inability to negotiate about national ter- 
ritory, whose possession by Greece is sanc- 
tioned by international treaties and on 
which she has exercised sovereignty un- 
hindered for the last half century. Yet in 
asking us to negotiate on the case of the 
Aegean islets, Turkish is doing exactly 
that. 

In contrast, the International Court of 
Justice is the only certain means to achieve 
a definitive and binding settlement As far 
as the issue of the continental shelf is con-
cerned, Greece is ready to proceed to a 
compromis that would refer the dispute to 
judicial settlement. In the event that Tur-
key chooses to have recourse to a judicial 
organ on the Aegean islets issue, Greece 
stands ready to participate. 

Bilateral relations with Turkey will be 
very different if the basic legal issues are 
set on the path of resolution through the 
process of the International Court. In the 
resulting climate of reduced tension, 
Greece will have no objection to discuss 
with Turkey other outstanding issues as 
well as bilateral matters of mutual inter-
est. 

On the Cyprus issue, Greece is in no 
way prepared to consent to the fait accom- 
pli which has been imposed by violent 
means. I am referring, of course, to Tur-
key's military occupation of almost forty 
percent of Cyprus territory and to the 
forced expulsion of that region's Gre-
ek-Cypriot population from their homes. 

In unbroken and unwavering solidari-
ty with the government of Cyprus, we will 
continue our efforts for the development 
of the necessary conditions for a peaceful 

reversal of the fait accompli. We strive for 
the implementation of the United Nation's 
Security Council resolutions on Cyprus, 
as well as for the encouragement of 
many-sided initiatives for a fair and via-
ble solution. 

The constant and consistent objective 
of our national defense policy is to pre-
vent any external military action against 
Greece and Cyprus. 

Strategy to Realize Potential 
in Greek Society 

Foreign policy alone does not guaran-
tee success in building a strong and vigor-
ous nation. A national strategy is neces-
sary, a strategy that supplies the precon-
ditions that will allow the potential inher-
ent in our economy and our society to be 
realized. Such a strategy can encompass 
a host of elements, such as stability of the 
macro-economy, sustainable development 
in environmental terms, an effective and 
efficient public administration, social co-
hesion, and an efficient educational sys-
tem. 

The discussion and consequent agree-
ment on clearly defined priorities, the co-
ordination of activities and social and 
political mechanisms to create consensus 
are all necessary. We consider that the in-
vigoration, the deepening, and the prop-
er functioning of our institutions are es-
sential preconditions for development and 
social and economic progress. 

The world economy has ceased to rec-
ognize frontiers. The bonds linking the 
Greek economy to the international eco-
nomic system are unbreakable. Greece 
participates in some of the most impor-
tant international systems of economic in-
tegration, the European Union and the 
World Trade Organization. 

The economic development of the 
country, the well-being of her citizens, the 
quality of their lives, the cohesion of our 
community as well as foreign policy issues 
depend on our integration in such inter-
national systems, on the way we act, and 
on the roles we assign to ourselves. 

A country like Greece cannot operate 
outside the global system. The way to ad-
vance is to exploit the rules of the global 
economy and global society to advantage. 
In the economic sphere, we do not intend 
to entrench ourselves behind defensive 
and barren protectionism. In the interna-
tional sphere we aim to use what power 
and influence we have in the furtherance 
of peace and stability. 
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Corodemus Announces 
Congressional Race 

From a recent fund-raising reception for Asseblyman Steve Corodemus at the Princeton 
residence ofMr. Stamatis Golfinopoulos. From left, Ted Golfinopoulos, the host, Steve 
Corodemus and Panos Stavrianides. 

New Jersey State Assemblyman Steve 
"Sotirios" Corodemus announced his can-
didacy for U.S. Congress from the front 
steps of his parent's home in Old Bridge, 
New Jersey. Attending the March 28th an-
nouncement ceremony were his wife 
Michele, son Dimitrios and daughter 
Katie, his parents James and Chrisoula 
Corodemus, and the many officials of the 
various Greek organizations from the 
State of New Jersey. 

"I believe that it is incumbent upon the 
Greek American Community to encour-
age our sons and daughters to seek elect-
ed public office", Corodemus stated. He 
further added "We have had mixed results 
in support of Greece under various polit-
ical parties in this country. It is obvious 
that the only steadfast supporters of 
Greece in Congress have been the Greek 
Americans serving in the U.S. Senate and 
U.S. House of Representatives. It is diffi-
cult to shape foreign policy with only a 
few representatives in the nation's capital", 
stated Assemblyman Corodemus, and 
added "our hardworking brothers and sis-
ters in the U.S. Congress need more help. 
I intend to go to Washington to help 
them." 

Assemblyman Corodemus has used his 
State Office to promote awareness of 
Greek and Cypriot issues. In July 1994, 
Assemblyman Corodemus invited the 
Consul General of Cyprus, Haralambos 

Kapsos and Savas Tsivicos, CyprusFed-
eration political director to participate in 
a General Assembly floor resolution pro-
gram to mark the 20th year of the occu-
pation of Cyprus by Turkey. Most recent-
ly, Metropolitan Silas was invited to de-
liver the invocation before the General 
Assembly at the celebration of Greek In-
dependence Day in Trenton, NJ. 

Corodemus, a third term Assembly-
man from Monmouth County New Jer-
sey, stated that he intends to advance sev-
eral issues of importance to the people of 
the 6th Congressional District, which con-
sists of parts of Middlesex and Monmouth 
Counties, New Jersey. 

Specifically Corodemus spoke about 
reducing government spending in Wash-
ington, promoting jobs and business ex-
pansion, and fighting crime. 

As an Assemblyman, Steve Corodemus 
has sponsored landmark legislation, such 
as, New Jersey Governor Whitman's 30% 
personal income tax reduction, interna-
tional trade promotion legislation, and a 
new law that removes students from 
school for one year if they bring a gun to 
the school or commit an assault on an-
other student with any weapon. 

Assemblyman Corodemus currently 
serves as the Chairman of the powerful 
Environment, Science and Technology 
Committee in the New Jersey General 
Assembly. Corodemus' committee deals  

with important issues such as the Clean 
Air Act, the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act, Energy and cutting edge tech-
nology. 

New Jersey Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman selected Assemblyman Corode-
mus to Chair her Dredge Material Man-
agement Team, which is charged with 
identifying the short term solutions to the 
dredging problems plaguing of the Port 
of New York and New Jersey. Steve's 
team has proposed and is overseeing the 
permitting of a $120 million project at 
Port Newark to insure the continued op-
eration of the $20 billion port business. 

Assemblyman Corodemus, 44 years 
old, has been active in the Greek Ameri-
can Community throughout his life. Orig-
inally from the St. Nicholas Community 
of Newark, New Jersey, Assemblyman 
Corodemus and his parents, James and 
Chrisoula Corodemus and sister Marina 
Corodemus, moved to Middlesex Coun-
ty in 1960 Immediately upon their relo-
cation, the entire family became active in 
the St. Demetrios, Perth Amboy Church 
Community, where Steve has assumed 
many significant roles, such as, altar boy, 
choir member, youth leader, AHEPA 
Chapter President,Church President to 
name only a few. Steve served as the Dis-
trict Marshall in the Sons of Pericles, and 
remains active until this date with the 
AHEPA family. 

Although Assemblyman Corodemus 
currently represents the 200,000 represen-
tatives in the County of Monmouth, he 
has worked hard to represent all the 
Greeks in the State of New Jersey. Steve 
has promoted the education of Greek 
Americans regarding the operation of 
state government, and how State govern-
ment affects Greek Americans' home, 
school and work place. 

Steve is a member of the Greek Cham-
ber of Commerce of New Jersey, the Or-
der of AHEPA, KRIKOS, member of the 
Hellenic Times Scholarship Dance Com-
mittee. 

Steve Corodemus is an attorney in the 
family law firm of Corodemus and Coro-
demus with offices in Perth Amboy and 
West Long Branch, New Jersey. Steve was 
admitted to the New Jersey, California 
and various Federal Bars. Steve practices 
law with his father James. 

For information you may contact As-
semblyman Corodemus at P.O. Box 457, 
West Long Branch, NJ 07764 (908) 
870-8686 FAX (908) 870-8899. 
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The Difference is Leadership 
By PHILIP CHRISTOPHER 

President of Pancyprian Association and President of PSEKA 
(International Coordinating Committee Justice for Cyprus) 

	

The U.S. Senate race in New Jersey between Democrat Bob 
	

of the issues, and he remains willing and able to educate his 

	

Torricelli and Republican Dick Zimmer promises to be one of 
	

colleagues. 

	

the closest and hard-fought campaigns in the nation. The out- 	One of the most important issues to our community is the 

	

come of this election will have serious consequences for a 	continued hostility we face from Turkey. Turkey's military 

	

range of issues from Medicare, to the environment, to abor- 	occupation of the Mediterranean island nation of Cyprus, its 

	

tion rights. Most important, issues of vital concern to Greek 
	unremitting blockade of Armenia, and its egregious human 

	

and Cypriot-Americans will be profoundly affected by the out- 	rights violations are some of the many crimes we have faced. 
come of this race. 	 Thanks to the perseverance of allies like Bob Torricelli, I can 

	

Since his election in 1982, Bob Torricelli has shown tre- 	justifiably claim that extraordinary progress has been made 

	

mendous leadership on these very issues. As an active mem- 	on these issues. 

	

ber of the House International Relations Committee and as a 
	

The occupying Turkish regime imposed a "poll tax" on 

	

founding member of the Congressional Caucus on Hellenic 
	

Greek-Cypriots living in the occupied areas since Turkey's 1974 

	

Issues, Bob has consistantly taken the lead on important legis- 	invesion of Cyprus. After more than 20 years of conflict in the 

	

lative initiatives. His work recently earned him an honorary 	region, Bob, along with several of his colleagues on the Inter- 
award from the United American Hellenic Congress. 	 national Relations Committee, took the initiative to introduce 

	

Torricelli's work has been outstanding on a wide range of 
	

the Cyprus Demilitarization Act. This bill directs President 

	

issues. He has been an active policymaker in Washington and 
	

Clinton to act towards eliminating the restrictions on the free- 

	

an inspiring local community leader in New Jersey. An ally 
	

dom and human rights of the enclaved in Cyprus. Its biparti- 

	

for years, Bob has positively impacted Hellenic issues in the 	san nature has found overwhelming support in Congress, mak- 

	

104th Congress. He has cultivated an intricate understanding 
	

ing approval imminent. In fact, the number of Senators and 
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Members of Congress who are cosponsors represent more than 
half of all Americans. Bob Torricelli is clearly in harmony 
with prevailing public opinion. 

We saw yet another historical initiative in Congress this 
year when the House voted to restrict U.S. foreign aid to Tur-
key. Representative John Porter offered an amendment to the 
FY96 Foreign Operations Appropriations Bill which cut aid 
to Turkey in half, from $42 million to $21 million. Torricelli's 
support for this provision and his leadership on the House floor 
during consideration was pivotal. He broadcasted a strong and 
coherent message -- continuing human rights abuses and hos-
tile behavior towards its neighbors in the region make Turkey 
unworthy of U.S. aid. Also notable, are Torricelli's efforts to 
salvage Section 907 of the Freedom Support Act. He steered 
passage of an amendment which prohibits assisatnce for coun-
tries who block the delivery of U.S. humanitarian assistance 
to a third nation. 

Along with reducing aid to Turkey, Torricelli has been a 
vocal opponent to the White House's approved sale of 120 
Army Tactical Missile Systems (ATACKS) to the Turkish 
government. Upon learning of the proposed sale, Bob imme-
diately authored House Concurrent Resolution 124, which asks 
on the President to suspend the weapons sale because of Tur-
key's unacceptable human rights behavior. He worked tire-
lessly to assemble a group of supporters to cosponsor this leg-
islation, and then sent a letter to Speaker Gingrich demanding 
that this provision be included in the final budget agreement. 

Torricelli has undertaken subsequent efforts to punish Tur-
key for its humanitarian deficiencies, including writing a let-
ter to President Clinton asking the Administration to recon-
sider the sale of U.S. Super Cobra attack helicopters to Tur-
key. Underlying his immediate opposition to Turkey's human 
rights abuses has been a broader concern that the United States' 
support for this transaction will only fuel a costly arms race 
and increase tensions. Torricelli's letter was ultimately respon-
sible for delaying and most likely suspending the sale. 

Bob's likely opponent in the race to the U.S. Senate, Dick 
Zimmer, does not have nearly as extensive a record of leader-
ship on these issues. Bob Torricelli's tenacious work on behalf 
of the Greek and Cypriot communities spanning fourteen years 
has been admirable. His commitment easily makes him one of 
our most vocal and ardent friends in Congress. 

If Greek and Cypriot-Americans want to embrace this his-
toric progress, we need a proven leader on the issues in the 
Senate. Bob Torricelli is my choice. 

For Subscriptions to the 

Greek-American Review 

call 212/967-5017 
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THE KIDNAPPING 
OF A GERMAN GENERAL 

During the Nazi Occupation of Crete 
By Dr. G.C. KIRIAKOPOULOS 

Editor's note: This story is an adaptation 
from Dr. G. C. Kiriakopoulos' latest book, 
"The Nazi Occupation of Crete, 1941-
1945," excerpts of which appeared in the 
Greek-American Review last year. Dr. 
Kiriakopoulos is the author of the inter-
national best-seller "Ten Days to Desti-
ny -- The Battle of Crete, 1941." He is 
also a contributing editor to the Greek-
American Review and has published many 
articles on the history of Greece's involve-
ment in World War Two which have ap-
peared in many national and internation-
al publications. 

PART I 

The fourth decade of the twentieth cen-
tury opened with the ominous clouds of 
war casting dark shadows across the 
whole continent of Europe. 

Adolph Hitler's armies were flushed 
with victory after waging a successful cam-
paign of military conquest in Norway, 
Denmark, Holland, Belgium, and France. 
Now, the Wehrmacht stood on the French 
shores of the English Channel and eyed 
the White Cliffs of Dover. The Germans 
were waiting for the order that would car-
ry them across this body of water in what 
would be the first invasion of the British 
Isles since William the Conqueror in 1066. 
The German legions waited and waited, 
while the air Battle of Britain took place 
in the skies over England. The people of 
Great Britain also waited anxiously as did 
those of the free western world. The sum-
mer of 1940 was England's darkest hour. 

Yet, in spite of this danger that was 

Fermor and Moss dressed in German uni-
forms at the time they kidnapped General 
Kreipe. (photo from the personal archives 
of Dr. Kiriakopoulos) 
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certain to burst at any moment upon the 
English shores, Winston Churchill, the 
newly appointed Prime Minister of Great 
Britain, favored the formation of an or-
ganization whose sole purpose would be 
to harass the Germans in all the lands 
which lay under the Nazi boot. Such an 
organization would train specially select- 
ed personnel as secret agents and then 
parachute them into German occupied 
territory. Subsequently, other specially 
trained indigenes would be formed into 
an army of the underground that would 
rise and strike the Nazi conqueror. 

This new organization was headquar-
tered on Baker Street in London -- not far 
from the famous residence of the legend- 
ary fictional detective Sherlock Holmes -
- and as such the original members of this 
organization bore the name of "The Bak-
er Street Irregulars." The official title of 
this organization was the SPECIAL OP-
ERATION EXECUTIVE or the SOE. 

Winston Churchill gave this new orga-
nization only one standard order, "..to set 
Europe abaze!" 

Having lost the Battle of Britain be-
cause of the heroic effort by the Royal Air 
Force in the air war over England, Hitler 
now turned his attention elsewhere in 
Europe. 

Mussolini's failure to conquer Greece 
caused Hitler to come to his aid. In April 
1941, Hitler unleashed his army in the si- 
multaneous invasion of Greece and Yu-
goslavia. Once in Greece, Hitler was per- 
suaded to seize Crete in order to protect 
the Ploesti oil fields in Rumania from 
Crete-based aerial bombing. The invasion 
of Crete that followed on May 20, 1941 
was a bloody battle that lasted for ten bit-
terly fought days in which the vaunted 
might of German arms lost a whole air- 
borne division at the hands of the British 
Commonwealth defenders fighting 
side-by-side with the heroic Cretan civil-
ians who fought the invader in order to 
retain their freedom. And now, the Spe-
cial Operations Executive -the SOE- add-
ed Greece and Crete to their list. 

The Mediterranean office of the SOE 
was set up in Cairo. A special section of 
the SOE in Cairo was the Crete Desk. All 
operations that were to take place on Cre-
te would originate from this section. 

With Crete now under German con-
trol, the British were not going to let them 
use the island as a depot to supply Erwin 
Rommel's Africa Korps. The director of 
the SOE planned to send into Crete his 

12 
	

GREEK•AMERICAN REVIEW 



A 

The Abduction Team. Standing from left: Stratis Saviolakis, Manoli Paterakis, a guer-
rilla nicknamed "Wallace Beery", George Tyrakis in beret, and another team member 
names Niko. Seated from left: Gregory Chnarakis with Patrick Leigh Fermor and Wil-
liam Stanley Moss. 

agents and harass the Nazi occupation 
force. At last the cry of the conquered 
Cretan people who were suffering severe-
ly under punitive pogroms for their resis-
tance to the German invader would be 
answered. 

The SOE agents that were selected to 
participate in the secret missions that 
would infiltrate and work behind German 
lines, particularly on Crete, came from all 
walks of life. They served in all branches 
of the British army, and were chosen for 
this type of work because of their willing-
ness and of their suitability. The criteria 
for suitability was the agent's knowledge 
of the native language and of the environ-
ment so that he might readily fade into 
the background. However, not all agents 
filled this essential criteria. In Crete, the 
agents had to have an acquaintance, at 
least a smattering, of modern Greek, or 
even a readable knowledge of ancient 
Greek which allowed them somehow to 
communicate with the local population. 

In civilian life, most of these select men 
were distinguished scholars, writers, 
teachers, historians, and adventurers. Of 
all the SOE agents sent into Crete during 
the German occupation, only two of them 
were regular army soldiers. Most of them 
were in their early or mid-twenties, young 
enough to be brave, too young to know 
fear. 

These British agents represented to the 
Cretan people the symbol of the free wo-
rld. They became figures of importance 
in the daily Cretan life, for these men had 
come at great danger to themselves in or-
der to help the Cretans fight for their free-
dom. The guerrillas responded by baptiz-
ing them with Cretan names. These local 
appellations brought these gallant men in-
to the circle of the Cretan family, to be gi-
ven love, respect, succor, and hospitality. 

There was Captain Xan Fielding --
nicknamed Aleko by the Cretans -- who 
was one of the earliest arrivals, and was 
assigned to command the SOE agents that 
had been infiltrated into the western part 
of the island. 

There was also Captain Thomas Dun-
babin "0 Tom" to the Cretans - de-
scribed as the most ragged of the guerril-
las, who was a distinguished classical 
Greek scholar and a Fellow at All Souls 
College during peacetime. 

There were many others amongst 
which the name of Patrick Leigh Fermor 
gleams outstandingly because of his ex-
ploits. He had been evacuated by ship with 
other British troops from the Iraklion area  

at the conclusion of the battle on May 30, 
1941. As a member of the SOE, he re-
turned to Crete for the first time in June 
1942, and served in the western part of the 
island. The second time he came to Crete 
was to accept the voluntary surrender of 
an Italian general after Italy's surrender, 
and to escort him off the island, avoiding 
capture by the Germans. The third time, 
he returned to lead a special commando 
team which kidnapped, and took off the 
island as a prisoner of war, the German 
garrison commander, General Heinrich 
Kreipe. The whole world marvelled at the 
audacity of that latter exploit. 

What follows is the tale of that heroic 
exploit. 
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By 1943, the hinge of fate had turned 
against Nazi Germany. With the German 
defeat in North Africa, the Allies turned 
their attention to the mainland of Europe. 

On July 10, 1943, the Allied Armies 
invaded Sicily. Over 160,000 American 
and British troops invaded the southern 
coast of that island, the Americans under 
General George Patton going ashore at 
Gela, while the British under General 
Bernard Montgomery landed at Cape 
Passaro. 

By July 12th, the British had captured 
Syracuse, and ten days later, Patton's Sev-
enth Army captured Palermo. In the brief-
est period conceivable, the Allied Armies 
rushed to complete the seizure of Sicily, 
with Italy eyed as the next target. Mean-
while, Allied aircraft raided Naples and 
bombarded military objectives in Rome. 

On July 25th, fifteen days after the in-
vasion of Sicily had begun, the Fascist 
Grand Council of Italy forced dictator 
Benito Mussolini to resign. 

It was Mussolini who in 1940 -- to 
prove to his Axis Ally, Adolf Hitler, that 
he was as successful a conqueror as Hit-
ler -- invaded Greece and failed, a failure 
that compelled Hitler to come to Musso-
lini's assistance, that led to the invasion 
of Crete and the subsequent occupation. 
It had taken this "modern day Caesar" 
twenty-one years to build his Pax Roma-
na, only to lose it in fifteen days. No soon-
er had Mussolini resigned when he was 
arrested by his successor. 

Marshal Pietro Badoglio was appoint-
ed by King Victor Emmanuel III to be-
come the new head of the Italian govern-
ment. Three days later -- July 28th Ba-
doglio declared that the Fascist Party of 
Italy was dissolved and subsequently 
opened negotiations for an armistice with 
the Allies. This armistice was soon to af-
fect all Italian troops on the island of 
Crete. 

During the occupation of Crete, the 
Germans controlled the provinces of 
Khania, Rethimnon, and Iraklion, while 
the eastern province of Lasithi was placed 
into the hands of Hitler's ally, Mussolini. 
Lasithi was occupied by the Sienna Divi-
sion under the command of General An-
gelo Carta. When Marshal Badoglio re-
quested an armistice with the Allies, Gen-
eral Carta passed the word to the British 
that he was ready to surrender his divi-
sion with all its equipment to the British 
rather than allow it to be taken by the 
Germans. He requested a conference with  

a British representative to discuss terms. 
The British Mediterranean Command 

in Cairo wirelessed Patrick Leigh Fermor 
-- now promoted to the rank of captain --
that he proceed to the city of Neapolis, 
which was the headquarters of the Italian 
division, and negotiate with General Car-
ta. 

Accompanied by a guerrilla escort 
from Kapetan Petergeorge' s guerrilla 
group, Leigh Fermor force-marched 
through the mountainous trails, starting 
below the village of Vaphe in the prov-
ince of Khania, hiked on a course paral-
lel to the southern coast, past Rhodakino 
beach, to the village of Saktouria, then to 
Timbaki. At the village of Timbaki, his 
escort changed hands. The Petergeorge 
men were replaced by an escort from 
Guerrilla Leader Manoli Bandouvas' 
band, inasmuch as Leigh Fermor was now 
in Bandouvas' territory. 

From Timbaki, Leigh Fermor and his 
new escort followed the guerrilla trail 
across the central spine of mountains past 
Mount Ida -- the highest peak at 9000 feet 
-- past the ancient Minoan archeological 
site at Knossos, skirted south of Iraklion, 
then eastward to Neapolis in Lasithi prov-
ince. It was an exhausting journey that 
took many days. As the crow flies, it was 
approximately 100 miles, but when the 
ascending and descending trails are mea-
sured, added to the deviations around 

German outposts and German patrols, it 
would be safe to state that the trip cov-
ered almost 375 miles. 

The fierce-looking burly Manoli Ban-
douvas, while escorting Leigh Fermor 
during the latter part of his trip, was su-
perficially friendlier with Fermor than any 
other British officer. He should have been 
for Fermor had earlier arranged a special 
air drop that provided ample arms and 
supplies distributed only to Bandouvas 
and his men. In return, Captain Fermor 
asked Bandouvas to guard the Lasithi 
mountain passes with his men to keep the 
Germans from passing through and oc-
cupying Lisithi and confiscating the weap-
ons of the surrendered Italian division. 

Dimitrios Kokkinis, a cafe owner in 
Neapolis, was surprised to see a British 
officer enter the city with an armed band 
of guerrillas while the Italian soldiers sat 
around listlessly. 

Over many cups of Italian coffee -- dis-
tasteful to an Englishman with a prefer-
ence for tea, but more used to heavier 
Turkish-Greek coffee -- Leigh Fermor be-
gan the negotiations with Carta. The Ital-
ian general agreed to turn over all his di-
vision's pistols, rifles, machine gun-tanks, 
mortars, and related ammunition to the 
Cretan guerrillas. Th e artillery, too bulky 
for use in the mountains, was to be de-
stroyed. Leigh Fermor went one step fur-
ther in his negotiations by convincing 
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Carta to leave Crete for the safety of 
Egypt, as a prisoner of war, to be given 
the courtesy and honors due general of-
ficers. The Italian agreed, but wanted to 
take his whole officer staff with him. 
When told that such a large complement 
of men would pose a problem on board a 
trawler with a limited capacity, he agreed 
to take only his executive officers. 

With the final terms accepted, military 
protocol stipulated that the official sur-
render of the Italian division take place 
in Cairo where Carta, a general officer, 
would surrender to a British general. Af-
ter all, Patrick Leigh Fermor was only a 
negotiator holding the rank of a captain. 

The trip south to Rhodakino beach for 
eventual evacuation to Egypt began some 
days later. As far as General Angelo Car-
ta was concerned the war for him was 
over. 

Once General Angelo Carta had been 
turned over to the British Commander in 
Cairo, Patrick Leigh Fermor returned to 
the safe-house on Sharia Abou el Feda in 
Cairo, which was the official off-duty res-
idence of all SOE agents working out of 
Cairo. For the first time in many months, 
all the SOE residents were present. Such 
a joyous gathering called for a celebration. 
It culminated in a party that was held at 
the safe-house in honor of Leigh Fermor 
and his safe return from Crete. They were 
proud of his latest exploit in escorting 
General Angelo Carta off the island un-
der the very noses of the Germans. 

However, the party ended early. By 
9:00 P.M. all the celebrants had settled in 
their rooms for the night -- all except Leigh 
Fermor and his new acquaintance from 
the Coldstream Guards, William Stanley 
Moss. These two had found that they had 
much in common in that they both had 
shared unique adventures in the early 
years of their life. Their early life was a 
story in itself. It was to become a bond 
that sealed a strong friendship. 

Born in the second year of the First 
World War of English and Irish ancestry, 
Patrick's mother sailed to India to join her 
husband who was on duty there. The 
young boy was left behind and alone, dur-
ing the long years of that war, to be raised 
by relatives who possessed a kind and sim-
ple nature. Not a stern word nor any ad-
monitory reprimand was ever directed 
toward him so to help mould him during 
his formative boyhood years. He was al-
lowed to do whatever he liked, and thus 
uninhibited, he ran wild. Lacking any  

degree of discipline, his early school years 
were best described as "stormy." 

He left school while in his late teens, 
and decided to travel through Europe on 
foot. For the next year-and-a-half, he 
journeyed from England to Constantino-
ple in Turkey, through the Balkans and 
the Greek Archipelago, and in that time 
learned more about life than that which 
might be gleaned from a textbook. In that 
period of travel, Leigh Fermor acquired 
a deep interest in languages and in the cul-
tures of the people that he met during that 
peripatetic journey. 

When the Second World War began in 
1939, he enlisted in the Irish Guards. Now 
he found that the freedom of travel that 
he had enjoyed was very different from 
the discipline of army life. He had that 
"closed inl" feeling again which he sensed 
when he was in school during his boyhood 
years. Fortune came to his rescue in that 
having developed a good knowledge of 
languages during his travels, he was as-
signed to the Intelligence Service. Thus, 
he was able to exempt himself from the 
"spit-and-polish" garrison life of the infan-
try. 

His tour of duty took him to Greece 
during the German invasion of that coun-
try, and later to Crete, where he fought 
with the Iraklion garrison, until his unit 
was evacuated to Egypt. Now, at age 
twenty-six, Lieutenant Patrick Leigh Fer-
mor was back on Crete as an agent of the 
SOE. 

On the other hand, Moss was born 
during the Japanese earthquake in Tokyo 
in 1923. The outbreak of the war in 1939 
found him living in Stockholm. He 
crossed the U-Boat infested waters of the 
North Sea to England by private yacht. 
After some months as a volunteer guards-
man, he was commissioned in the Cold-
stream Guards Regiment. The next few 
months found him serving guard duty at 
the Court of St. James and at Churchill's 
country estate at Chequers. 

During the British breakout at Ale-
main, the Third Battalion of the Cold-
stream Guards had suffered heavy casu-
alties. Among the reinforcements sent to 
Africa to supplement that famous battal-
ion's ranks was Lieutenant William Stan-
ley Moss. After the North African cam-
paign had ended, he was returned to 
Cairo. There, he was posted to the SOE 
because he spoke Russian. In typical army 
fashion of assigning the right man to the 
wrong place, he was scheduled for duty  

on Crete, inasmuch as he spoke neither 
Greek nor German. Now he sat with 
Leigh Fermor and talked late into the 
evening about the Germans and Crete, 
and waited for his eventual call to duty. 

Their glasses were empty and so was 
the bottle on the table. Moss examined his 
empty glass, pursed his lips in the devilish 
smile so typical of the roguish six-footer. 

"What say we go to the club. Paddy, 
for another round?" 

Fermor liked Moss's suggestion and 
within minutes they were in a car heading 
for the starlit Club de Chasse in the cen-
ter of Cairo. After several drinks, Moss 
turned to Fermor and teasingly remarked, 
"You know, ol' chap, that episode was 
really a piece of cake!" 

"What episode?" Fermor mumbled, 
looking at him through half-shut eyes. 

"Well, after all, Paddy, the Italian gen-
eral didn't resist. Now, did he?" 

"And so?" Fermor mumbled a second 
time, a fixed smile on his face, while try-
ing to place his empty glass on the table 
and missing. 

"Well, it was no great challenge! Carta 
surrendered willingly," Moss teased. "Tell 
me, Paddy," Moss continued, his speech 
beginning to slur, "Wouldn't it rather un-
settle the Hun if we go in and steal their 
general? Take him out as a prisoner? Now, 
that would be a challenge, wouldn't it?" 

Leigh Fermor's eyes opened wide, his 
frozen smile turned into a mischievous 
snicker, and an air of excitement rang in 
his voice. 

"Yes, Billy, it would! Let's do it!" 
They staggered to their feet, clinked 

their glasses, spilling the liquid over their 
unsteady hands, and toasted the success 
of this irrational suggestion agreed upon 
by two tipsy Englishmen. 

What began as a humorous challenge 
was soon to develop into an adventure 
that would startle the world with its au-
dacity. The kidnapping of a German gen-
eral -- the garrison commander -- of Crete. 
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A RUN FOR 
HIS LIFE 

To help impoverished Greece, 
Stylianos Kyriakides vowed 

to win the 1946 Boston 
Marathon - or die trying 

By ANDY DABILIS, The Boston Globe Stylianos Kyriakides wins the 1946 Boston Marathon. 

As he sat in his room at the Hotel Min-
erva a few hours before the 1946 Boston 
Marathon, a race he said he had to win to 
bring the world's attention to the plight 
of starving Greeks in his homeland, Styl-
ianos Kyriakides took a last look at a let-
ter from his wife, who was in Athens with 
their two children. 

"My Dear Love," she wrote, "I wake 
up every day and I see you in front of me. 
I pray to God He will help you win and 
see your dream fulfilled for Hellas. The 
day you will run, I will go to church and 
light a candle and pray to God that you 
come back with a victory for our Greece. 
You have the love from within my heart . 
. . Your wife, Iphigenia." 

Kyriakides, born in Cyprus under Brit-
ish occupation before moving to mainland 
Greece as ayoung man, was confident he 
could win, although the ravages of World 
War II and Nazi occupation and a raging 
civil war in Greece had left many of the 
country's population of 7 million with lit-
tle or nothing to eat. He'd had to sell off 
his possessions, and his house, for food. 

Thousands of refugees had fled to Ath-
ens, but even there the dead littered the 
streets until men in horse-drawn carts 
would pick them up, their families reluc-
tant to identify the dead for fear they 
would lose food rations. 

He was his country's best runner, with 
80 medals, the champion of the Balkans 
before the war and an 1 1 th - place finish-
er in the Berlin Olympics in 1936 in 2 
hours 43 minutes, running in front of 
Adolf Hitler. 

In 1938, Kyriakides ran Boston, but the 
hard streets and poor shoes combined to 
force him to drop out with blisters. "Some- 

day, someday, maybe I come back and I 
win your marathon," he said. But then 
came World War II, which he almost did 
not survive when confronted as a soldier 
by a German patrol. 

Kyriakides and his wife were walking 
one night in 1943, pushing a carriage con-
taining their daughter, Eleni, as the pa-
trol approached. They stiffened as they 
were ordered to stop by an angry officer. 
A German soldier in the area had been 
killed by the resistance forces. 

Iphigenia was ordered to take the baby 
and leave. Kyriakides would be held, 
along with scores of other men, and ques-
tioned. He was afraid. Greeks were rou-
tinely shot during the war, after perfunc-
tory questioning, part of the reprisals that 
didn't seem to stop the resistance. 

The men were rousted, their pockets 
emptied and clothes taken away. A Ger-
man officer looked closely through 
Kyriakides'pockets and saw a piece of 
paper. 

It was Kyriakides' credentials for the 
Berlin Olympics. 

"Were you there?" the officer asked. 
"Yes," said Kyriakides, a slim man 

made even thinner by the war. 
"What did you do?" the German asked. 
"The Marathon," Kyriakides said 

proudly. 
"An athlete. Why didn't you tell me 

that? Take your clothes and go," the Ger-
man said, according to a story retold by 
Winthrop author Tom Derderian in his 
history of the Boston Marathon. Kyriak-
ides was spared. And three years later, he 
said he knew the reason. It was the Bos-
ton Marathon. 

Kyriakides had come to Boston April  

8, on the first TWA plane out of Athens. 
The utility company for which he'd 
worked as a bill collector had helped pay 
for food and training expenses for Bos-
ton, considered the world's most impor-
tant marathon. 

He was still gaunt when he arrived. The 
American doctors did not want him to 
run. He was too thin, too weak, they said, 
and they were afraid he would die on the 
arduous course from Hopkinton to Bos-
ton, which included the grueling section 
known as Heartbreak Hill, which had bro-
ken the spirit of many runners. 

Kyriakides carried only 125 pounds on 
a 5-foot-8-inch frame, and he looked thin-
ner. He was not far from starvation, it 
seemed. He said, "I have seen athletes die 
for want of proper food and medicine," 
including some of his country's greatest 
Olympic competitors. 

Kyriakides said he'd been driven by the 
fate of his countrymen, who were depend-
ing on him to bring the world's attention 
to Greece, and to come back with food, 
milk, medicine, clothing and other need-
ed supplies, and to help the Greek relief 
effort in the United States gain support. 

"Many times, they have only peas - a 
few peas - to eat!" he said in despair, feel-
ing the pressure to win. He had told his 
family he would win or die trying. 

The weight of his country was on his 
shoulders, and before he left, he had been 
handed a note by his trainer, the Hungar-
ian Otto Simitzek. It said , "E Tan E Epi 
Tas," the ancient Spartan adage of moth-
ers to sons before a battle as they handed 
them their shields and told them to come 
home "With It Or On It." Victorious or 
dead. 
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Kyriakidis told the doctors that he 
would run - and why. "Last week, before 
I left, all the people - the poor and hungry 
people - say to me, "Tell them in Ameri-
ca, say to every American: "Thanks!" You 
see, we haven't much in Greece today. We 
haven't enough food or clothing or any of 
the necessities of living, but what we have 
we owe to the Americans. 

"In Greece today, there is nothing, 
nothing! There are no roads, no bridges, 
no trams, no harbors. There is nothing, 
nothing except the soil of Greece and a 
people determined to survive and be great 
again." 

In Boston, Kyriakidis was befriended 
by Tom Pappas, who years later would 
become the US ambassador to Greece. 

George Demeter, whose family owned 
the Hotel Minerva and who put the lau-
rel wreath from Greece on the heads of 
the Boston Marathon winners, supplied 
steaks for Kyriakides. 

To prove he was fit, Kyriakides won a 
pre-race 10-kilometer run and was cleared 
to participate. But what drove him, he 
said, were the thoughts of his family and 
the starving faces he had left behind. His 
own eyes, tired and dark, reflected his pain 
and anxiety. 

"I think I have the strength for it," he 
said. "If not in my legs, then maybe here, 
in my heart!" 

"He felt the great burden of having to 
win," said his son Dimitri, now 53. "But 
he felt sure of himself, and there were a 
lot of emotions. Anything that could go 
through the mind of a human was going 
through his mind. It was something su-
perhuman driving him to win that race." 

It would have to be. Kyriakides was a 
great runner, but the Boston field includ-
ed defending champion and two-time win-
ner Johnny Kelley, a local who was a 
crowd favorite, and 1943 and '44 winner 
Gerald Cote, a Canadian who had fought 
in his country's army during the war. 

Kyriakides would have to run the race 
of his life. He was now 36, had suffered 
through the war and occupation, and his 
best time had been back in Berlin. In 1945, 
Kelly had run 15 minutes faster in Bos-
ton. 

Kyriakides was wearing a thin shirt 
with his number, 77, and a flag with a blue 
cross and the Greek initials of his home 
club under the word "GREECE." 

Before the race, Demeter walked up to  

Kyriakides and put a piece of paper in his 
hand. There were messages on both sides. 
The first said, in Greek, "Nike E Thana-
tos," or "Win Or Die." The othre was "Ei-
maste Nikete": "We Are Victorious." But 
that was for the finish line. 

There was a brisk and cold tailwind 
awaiting 102 runners and a lot of Greek-
Americans along the route, including a 10-
year-old boy named Michael Dukakis, 
whose family lived in Brookline, and teen-
ager Pan Theodore, who was stationed by 
Demeter at Cleveland Circle to hand or-
ange juice or water to Kyriakides and urge 
him on. 

The field started slowly, and nearly 10 
miles into the race, Kyriakides was in a 
pack that included Kelley and Cote. But 
more than halfway into the run, he was 
still behind John Kernason, a New York 
City stenographer who was skinny and 
wore thick glasses and had a reputation 
for fast starts. 

There were cars all over the route, too 
close to the runners, but Kyriakides would 
hear frequent shouts of "Yia Teen El-
latha," from the Greek-Americans, ex-
horting him with "For Greece!" His Hel-
lenic face had a tight mask of determina-
tion, and Kyriakides had moved to the 
front of the pack. 

With 4 miles to go, the two were apart 
from the field and started brief battles, 
taking turns grabbing the lead and relin-
quishing it, trying to finish each other off 
with bursts. 

Kelley was getting impatient. "I spurt-
ed ahead for about a quarter of a mile and 
I got another big lead on [Kyriakides] and 
then I died," he said. "He went by me just 
as nice and easy as could be. I've always 
been very impatient, and it cost me dear-
ly." 

For more than 20 miles, the two had 
run virtually stride for stride, trying to 
break each other's will. At Lake Street in 
Newton, Kelley moved ahead by about 
20 yards, but said he was worried about 
Kyriakides, who seemed fresh. 

Without radios, people in the crowd 
had to depend on the quickmoving word 
of mouth. Dukakis was excited to hear the 
words of those in front - "It's Kelley and 
the Greek!" - as the two vied for the lead. 
At Kenmore Square, Kyriakides had 
moved ahead by 100 yards. 

Kelley couldn't know that as Kyriak-
ides ran, he was thinking of Iphigenia and  

children Eleni and Dimitri, of the few peas 
people had to eat, of torches burning on 
the Acropolis, and that he had to win - or 
die. 

The Greek-Americans in the crowd 
jumped for joy when they saw Kyriakides, 
alone, coming toward the finish line, 
where Demeter waited with a laurel 
wreath from Greece. 

Kyriakides looked at the note in his 
hand, the side that said, "We Are Victori-
ous," and, as he crossed the finish line and 
was swarmed by Greek-Americans, he 
gasped triumphantly as he raised his 
hands, "For Greece!" 

He had won in 2:29:47, nearly 14 min-
utes faster than his best in Berlin, and the 
best time in the world for 1946. Kelley 
came in exactly two minutes later, the 
world's second best time that year. 

Kelley knew why Kyriakides was run-
ning and came over to him graciously. He 
was kissed by the tired and happy Greek. 
"It was great that you won, Stanley. it's 
great for your country," Kelley said. But 
he was disappointed he had lost. "I was in 
the race to win, too. He beat me fair and 
square and we were good sports about it." 

The victory caught the attention of 
Americans, including President Truman. 
That night, the Saturday a week before 
Easter, Kyriakides was feted at a recep-
tion by Greek-Americans and stayed to 
make appearances to raise money and 
donations of medical equipment, clothing, 
foodstuffs and other supplies for Greece. 
"I will speak whenever I can, day or night, 
it does not matter. I will not sleep, if I can 
do more good," he said. 

Boston sportswriter Bill Cunningham 
wrote that if not for Kyriakides and those 
he'd helped in the United States to bring 
relief, "Greece might literally have per-
ished." It was not hyperbole. 

Kyriakides refused endorsement and 
advertisement offers because, he said, he 
had come to run for Greece and not for 
himself. In Greece, a national holiday was 
declared for his arrival home, where near-
ly 1 million people filled the streets of 
Athens to cheer him. 

He came back to Boston a year later 
and finished 10th, nearly 10 minutes slow-
er than the time he'd run the year before. 
But from his 1946 win until he died in 
1987, Kyriakides couldn't walk very far 
in Greece without being thanked for win-
ning a race that helped save a country. 
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Old Testament Trinity, 1900's, Vladislav Andrejev, wood gesso, tempera, gold leaf 76x56 
cm. Courtesy of the artist. 

HEAVEN ON EARTH: ORTHODOX TREASURES 
OF SIBERIA AND NORTH AMERICA 

AT THE NEWARK MUSEUM 
On Wednesday, April 17, 1996, The 

Newark Museum opened its major exhi-
bition of the year. Heaven on Earth: Or-
thodox Treasures of Siberia and North 
America This exhibition of 237 exception-
al works of liturgical art runs through July 
14, 1996 and is a reflection of the unique 
character of the Orthodox faith in the 
United States and Canada. 

The first of its kind in America, Heav-
en on Earth was created in 1994 to com-
memorate the 200th anniversary of the 
arrival of the first Orthodox mission 
among Alaska's natives. In 1794, eight 
missionaries set out from Russia on their 
church's longest mission -- 8,000 miles --
to the northeastern border of Russia 
(Alaska). The little parish they founded 
on Kodiak Island began the two-century 
presence of the Orthodox Christian 
Church in North America. Today, the Or-
thodox Church is the largest Christian 
denomination among Alaska's native peo-
ples. 

Organized by The Anchorage Museum 
of History and Art, Heaven on Earth is a 
celebration of a remarkable artistic tradi-
tion that reaches back to the early sixth 
century in Byzantium. It is also a recog-
nition of the important cultural and spir-
itual role the Orthodox Church has played 
in North America. 

Throughout the United States and 
Canada, there are more than three mil-
lion communicants of various ethnic ori-
gins who worship in Orthodox churches. 
Heaven on Earth represents these various 
constituencies with Russian, Greek, 
Ukrainian, Aleut, Eskimo, Tlingit, Ko-
niag, Serbian, and Romanian objects. Vis-
itors will view the art while gaining a per-
spective on the history of the Orthodox 
mission in North America. 

Brilliant embroideries, vessels, and 
icons from Siberia, the administrative 
headquarters for the Alaskan church un-
til 1840, represent the late Baroque peri-
od with elaborate decorations on fabrics 
and silver vessels. Alaskan art is represent-
ed by more than 70 objects from 10 com-
munities and several private collections. 
Among these are icons thought to have 
been "written" or painted by Aleut iconog- 

raphers trained in the nineteenth century 
by the greatest missionary priest and bish-
op, St. Innocent, Apostle to America. 

An elaborate chalice, a heavily orna-
mented gospel, and exceptional embroi-
deries are among the 71 objects sent by 
Irkutsk Museum for Heaven on Earth. 
Especially interesting is a collection of 
brass icons carried and worn by ordinary  

people made by the Old Believer sect af-
ter the Russian Church condemned their 
production in the early eighteenth centu-
ry, and a set of robes worn at the corona-
tion or Russian Tsar, Nicholas II. 

A full-color, 128-page catalog, Heav-
en on Earth: Orthodox Treasures of Sibe-
ria and North America, accompanies the 
exhibition. It contains more than 70 col- 
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Miter : Center, Russia, mid-19th century, velvet, gold thread, colored glass 20x18 cm., 
Irkutsk Regional Museum. Left, Mid-19th century, 73.8 cm. (circum.), St. Michael 
Cathedral, Sitka, Alaska. Right Gold thread, rhinestones, satin, pearls, 20x21 cm. Pro-
vincial Museum of Alberta, Canada. 

or photographs of objects in the exhibit 
by photographer, Chris Arend, as well as 
articles written by exhibition curator, Bar-
bara Sweetland Smith; Curator of Folk 
Life at the Alberta Provincial Museum in 
Canada, David Goa; and President of the 
St. John of Damascus Iconographic So-
ciety, Dennis Bell. The catalog will be 
available in The Newark Museum Shop. 

Support for the exhibition opening and 
related programming has been provided 
by CoreStates New Jersey National Bank. 
Additional sponsors include: Chase Man-
hattan Bank, Mr. and Mrs. T.J. Dermot 
Dunphy, Sealed Air Corporation, and Dr. 

Theodosius, Archbishop of Washington, 
D. C. Metropolitan of All America and 
Canada Primate, Orthodox Church in 
America. 
and Mrs. P. Roy Vagelos. 

Orthodox Treasures of New Jersey 
In conjunction with Heaven on Earth, 

The Newark Museum has organized a 
companion exhibition, Orthodox Trea-
sures of New Jersey, which opened on 
April 17, 1996 and run through July 14. 

The show includes Belorussian, Greek, 
Ukrainian, Serbian, Middle Eastern, Ro-
manian, and Russian objects lent by lo-
cal parishes to show the diversity and con-
tinuity of the Orthodox liturgical tradition 
in New Jersey. 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
in Newark is lending a magnificent bap-
tismal font made for them in Greece. 
Christ Savior Church in Paramus is lend-
ing a splendid icon that depicts the gath-
ering of 10 saints who had a significant 
role in the growth of Orthodoxy in Amer-
ica. This unique piece was commissioned 
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The Tikhvin Mother of God. Russia, 1827, wood, oil, shellac, velvet, silver, gilding, enam-
el, 27.5x23 cm. Church of St. George the Victorious, St. George, Alaska. 

to commemorate the church's 35th anni-
versary in 1994. 

An icon of St. Katherine who spoke in 
public forums in the fourth century in de-
fense of Christian faith is being lent by St. 
Stephen the Protomartyr (Antiochian 
Archdiocese) in South Plainfield. Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of West-
field is lending several objects including a 
painted icon of Mother of God Directress. 
This icon, painted by a monk in Greece, 
depicts the Mother of God directing the 
faithful to her son, Jesus. Several beauti-
ful pieces, including a seventeenth centu-
ry illuminated hymnal and embroidered 
priests' vestments, are being lent by the 
Ukrainian Memorial Church Museum of 
South Bound Brook. 

Objects in Orthodox Treasures of New 
Jersey will focus on Orthodox liturgical 
themes including baptism, marriage, and 
Easter. 

The Newark Museum is located at 49 
Washington Street in downtown Newark. 
The Museum's eighty galleries, including 
the newly restored Ballantine House, are 
open Wednesday through Sunday from 
noon to 5:00 p.m. Admission is free. Dis-
counted attended parking is available in 
the Museum's adjacent parking lot at the 
corner of University and Central Avenues. 
A barrier-free entrance, elevators to all 
floors and wheelchair-accessible cafe seat-
ing and restrooms are also available. The 
Museum Shop offers a unique selection 
of jewelry, gift items, art books and note 
cards; the Museum also has a Junior Shop 
with items for school-age visitors. The 
Museum Cafe serves light gourmet fare 
Wednesday through Sunday from noon 
to 3:30 p.m. 

For general information, the public 
may call 201-596-6550. 

MAY, 1996 
	 21 



NATIONAL PHILOPTOCHOS PREPARES 
FOR 33rd BIENNIAL CONVENTION 

The 33rd National Philoptochos Bien-
nial Convention which will convene at the 
New York Hilton Hotel the week of June 
30th to July 4th, 1996, concurrently with 
the Greek Orthodox Church's Clergy La-
ity Congress, will be an historic convoca-
tion, according to the National President 
Mimi C. Skandalakis of Atlanta, GA. 
Mrs. Skandalakis in appointing the Con-
vention Chairmen, Froso Beys of New 
York City and Maria Logus of Brooklyn, 
NY, asked that they plan a week of infor-
mative workshops, inspiring speakers, and 
exciting forums to challenge the Philop-
tochos delegates to fulfill their philan-
thropic mission in accordance with the 
goals and principles that are synonymous 
with Philoptochos. 

Philoptochos was established in 1931 
by the late Ecumenical Patriarch Athenag-
oras I when he was the Greek Orthodox 
Archbishop of North and South Ameri-
ca. Philoptochos will mark its 65th Anni-
versary on November 1, 1996. 

The philanthropic programs of Philop-
tochos have contributed millions of dol-
lars to the institutions of the Greek Or-
thodox Church, including Hellenic Col-
lege and Holy Cross Theological School 
in Brookline, MA; the St. Basil Academy 
in Garrison, NY, a Childrens Residence 
and Educational Center; Foreign and Do-
mestic Missions, St. Photios Shrine and 
Social Services. 

National Philoptochos is a major bene-
factor of the Archbishop lakovos Library 
with a contribution of $100,000 to be built 
on the grounds of Hellenic College/Holy 
Cross Seminary. Also, Philoptochos sup-
ports the world relief agency I.O.C.C. In-
ternational Orthodox Christian Charities 
which functions under SCOBA (Standing 
Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bish-
ops), and UNICEF, the United Nations 
Childrens Fund earmarking its contribu-
tion of $10,000 for the children of Yugo-
slavia. 

Other children's programs include a 
Cardiac Fund, a Cancer Fund and the 
Children's Medical Fund which provides 
health care to children with life-threaten-
ing illnesses. 

Other Convention Committees include 
Lily Katos of Douglaston, NY, Chairman 
of the Host Committee, in her capacity as 
President of the Metropolitan Diocese of 
New York. Advisors are Helen Lambros 
of San Marino, CA, Angelika Latsey of 
New York City, and Mary Spirou of Fort 
Wayne, IN, who served as Chairmen of 
the 32nd Philoptochos Convention in 
Chicago in July, 1994. 

Registration: Nellie Logothetidis, 
Maria Lyras, Sophie George. Treasurer's 
Forum: Anne Gustave, Chair, Aphrodite 
Skeadas, Co-Chair. 

Credentials: Helen Peterson, Chair, 
Eva Vardakis, Co-Chair, Rose Dalianis, 
Mary Diamant, Irene Gianaras. Legisla-
tion: Angelika Latsey, Chair, Mary Spir-
ou, Co-Chair, Kassandra Romas, Co-
Chair, Resolutions: Dorothea Prodromi-
dis, Chair, Chrysoula Tomaras, Co-Chair, 
Mary Plumides, Christine Pavlakis. Legal 
Advisor: Yorka Linakis. Parliamentarian: 
Carrie Mae Blount. Secretaries: Elaine 
Kevgas, Arlene Siavelis, Effie Venduras. 
Protocol: Kay Papageorge, Chair, Helen 
Kocolatos Demos. Events Coordinator: 
Litsa Floris. Underwriting: Helen Koco-
latos Demos. Sponsors: Eula Carlos, 
Mary Jaharis, Maria Stavropoulos. 
Awards: Vickie Scaljon, Chair. 

Convention Manuals: Argeria Logus, 
Chair, Carol Contos. 

Commemorative Album: Tarsi Geor-
gas, Artemis Xyftis. Profiles in Philopto-
chos: Pat Gogos, Chair, Francis Bissias, 
Georgia Kampakis, Cleo Maletis, Cathe-
rine Peponis. Diocesan Liaisons: Atlan-
ta: Eula Carlos, Boston: Elaine Kevgas, 
Buenos Aires: Maria Zymnis, Chicago: 
Kathleen Carrigan, Denver: Martha Ste-
fanidakis, Detroit: Anne Feles, Metropol-
itan: Antonia Kourepinos, New Jersey: 
Irene Philip, Pittsburgh: Artemis Xyftis, 
San Francisco: Kathy Gabriel, Toronto: 
Sophia Demetelin. Diocesan Exhibits: 
Atlanta: Theodora Campbell, Boston: 
Bessie Papigiotis, Buenos Aires: Maria 
Zymnis, Chicago: Susan Regos, Denver: 
Billie Zumo, Detroit: Stella Sfikas, Met-
ropolitan: Lily Katos, New Jersey: Aspa-
sia Mellis, Pittsburgh: Georgia Antinop- 

oulos, San Francisco: Marika Tsardoul-
ias, Toronto: Eugenia West. Delegate Co-
ordiantors: Tula Gallanes, Sally Kaloya-
nides, Helen Malachias, Marjorie Moyar, 
Felicia Papuchis, Christine Peratis, Mary 
Rhodes, Sophia Shane, Helen Zambornis. 
Hospitality: Sophia Altin, Irene Barbas, 
Beck Demery, Beatrice Douvres, Mary 
Georgatsos, Pauline Kotsilimbas, Kay 
Ktistakis, Angela Panichas, Evelyn Pav-
loglou, Lila Prounis, Kula Sosangelis, 
Esther Vagotis. Public Relations: Pres-
vytera Nikki Stephanopoulos. Publicity: 
Lila Prounis. 
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THANASSIS OF GREECE 
His name is Thanassis Akrivopoulos. 

But the very learned curator of Fordham 
University, Dr. Vivienne Thaul Wechter, 
chose to present him to the American pub-
lic under the simplified (and more artis-
tic) name of Thanassis of Greece. 

Exhibitions of European artists are very 
common in New York. This city, in com-
petition with Paris, has become the me-
tropolis of art. Certainly Greeks are not 
left behind. Only in the past two months, 
Sophia Varias exhibited at the Nora 
Haime gallery. Still going on at this writ-
ing, Marina Karelia (to be more precise, 
princess Marina of Greece) is showing at 
the Earl McGrath Gallery. Both galleries 
are on 57th Street, the most prestigious 

By IRIS LILLYS 

center of the best of the best. 
The difference with Thanassis of 

Greece is that he is not exhibiting in a 
gallery. He is one of the very few who 
have been honored to show their work at 
the artistic center of Fordham University. 
Dr. Wechter, who is Artist in Residence 
and director of exhibitions and acquisi-
tions, had seen Thanassis work last year 
at the International Biennale in Malta. The 
jury was impressed and awarded the paint-
er the prize of excellence. So was Dr. 
Wechter, who invited him to exhibit at 
the gallery of the University. 

The time has come and Thanassis and 
his work are in New York. The exhibi-
tion, titled "The Believable, the Fantas-
tic, the Familiar", opened on April 18th 
at Lincoln Center where the gallery of the 
University is located. The public is invit-
ed to visit until May 19th. 

Thanassis Akrivopoulos was born in 
Almyros, Magnesia, right after WWII and 
started exhibiting as early as 1971. Be-
sides several cities in Greece (Athens, 
Salonica, Volos, Patras, Zakynthos), he 
has shown at the Foreign Press Associa-
tion in London, the Galleria Al Museo Di 
Dante in Firenze (Italy), Gallery Vallom-
breuse in Biarritz (France), the Glaub III 
gallery in Cologne (Germany). Among the 

Wrif,,Aweretw 

„ 

This painting is part of the exhibition on the battle-ship AVEROFF that the Ministry of Defence is organizing as a tribute to the 
111/INIA parody at Pireus this coming summer. 
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Thanassis in his studio in Politia, a suburb of Athens. 

group exhibitions were Rome, Warsaw, 
Budapest, Cairo, Sofia and last year at the 
Palais Des Festivals de Cannes with the 
Hommage a 1' Europe. 

The New York exhibition will be the 
culminating point. 

To have a better idea of the work of 
Thanassis Akrivopoulos it is interesting 
to see what Prof. Wechter writes about it 
in the preface of the catalogue: 

"...How did this artist find and seize 
the flame of beauty that we may appre-
hend as a way to truth? The mystery of 
creation pervades the mysteries in the 
pastels, watercolors, graphics and oils. He 
resists the characterization 'Surrealist'. Yet 
his paintings express not only his creativ-
ity as a necessary sequel to his (being) to 
his essence in the metaphysical sense, but 
opens to the viewer the delight of partic-
ipating, of creating for ourselves worlds, 
nuances, interpretations, stories..." 

"...What is this poet of paint suggest-
ing to the viewer? Is there a specifity? Or 
is he gifting us with a key to listen to our 
own being, to bridge the barriers between 
the unbelievable and the believable, the 
fantastic and the familiar? Here is a poet 
of the Brush. Space creates tension of tran-
quility as this poet requires it. Textures 
are discovered and rediscovered in colors 
trancendent. The work of Thanassis leaves 
us with the surety that the possibilities of  

human being are unlimited. His spiritual 
essence pervades and gifts us with shrines 
of beauty as well as vitality and a passion 

for imagination which lead to understand-
ing as we try to constitute meaning in our 
self-world-relationships. " 
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Greek - Americans in Review 	By SUSAN K KLERIDES 

MICHAEL PAPPAS 
TO RUN FOR CONGRESS 

Michael Pappas, currently Depu 
ty Director of the Somerset 

County Board of Freeholders has an-
nounced that he will seek the Republican 
Party nomination for the 12th Congres-
sional District seat in New Jersey. Mr. 
Pappas has served as an elected official 
for over 13 years, as a freeholder, mayor, 
and councilman. He has also been ap-
pointed to several local zoning and plan-
ning boards and is serving his 11th term 

Michael Pappas 

as Chairman of the Board of Social Ser-
vices in Somerset County. Under his lead-
ership, Somerset County has established 
an office to meet the needs of the disabled 
and a 24-hour hotline to assist the home-
less. 

In New Jersey Mr. Pappas has served 
on the Farm Preservation Funding Task 
Force and as the chair of the Judicial 
Unification Transition Committee. In 
Washington, D.C. he has testified before 
the Human Resources Subcommittee of 
the U. S. House of Representatives Ways 
and Means Committee and participated 
in the President's Welfare Summit at Blair 
House. 

Mr. Pappas believes we must balance 
the budget and simplify the tax system. As 
a partner in a family-owned general in-
surance agency, he understands the chal- 

lenges faced by small businesses, such as 
excessive regulation and taxation. He be-
lieves that having more people from the 
small business community in Congress 
will positively influence the climate need-
ed for sound fiscal policies. 

According to Mr. Pappas, the current 
welfare system needs reform "to reflect the 
American ideals of independence and 
self-reliance while caring for those who are 
truly needy." He believes that a strong 
American presence abroad is essential to 
our safety and well-being here at home. 
As a U. S. Congressman, he is committed 
to joining forces with his colleagues in 
Congress who are working towards for-
mulating a just U. S. policy towards 
Greece and Cyprus. 

"The recent crisis in the Aegean Sea 
surrounding the Greek isle of Imia," says 
Mr. Pappas, "has once again displayed the 
potential threat to the region posed by the 
Turkish government. The illegal and pro-
vocative actions of the Turkish military 
and political leadership are another rea-
son for the United States to reevaluate its 
relationship with Turkey. Also the 22-year 
illegal occupation of the northern part of 
Cyprus by the Turkish army is unaccept-
able and should end immediately." 

Mr. Pappas grew up in Somerset, New 
Jersey and now lives in Rocky Hill. He is 
active in several community organiza-
tions, including AHEPA, Monroe Chap-
ter 75, and the Greek American Voter 
League. 

CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS 
ON HELLENIC ISSUES 

ongressman Michael Bilirakis 
k...(R-FL) and Congresswoman Car-

olyn B. Maloney (D-NY) have announced 
the formation of the Congressional Cau-
cus on Hellenic Issues which they will 
co-chair. At the first meeting of the Cau-
cus, Congresswoman Maloney said, "I am 
proud to join Congressman Bilirakis in be-
ginning such an important, bi-partisan or-
ganization. As the representative of As-
toria, home to one of the largest Greek 
and Cypriot communities in America, I 
am pleased that so many of my colleagues 
are joining us on this historic beginning. 
This Caucus will provide a voice for our 
many Greek and Cypriot-American con- 

Michael Bilirakis (R-FL) 

stituents while also drawing attention to 
important foreign affairs and human 
rights issues." 

Congressman Bilirakis added, "I am 
pleased to join Congresswoman Maloney 
on this historic day. I look forward to in-
creasing our bi-partisan work on all Hel-
lenic issues." The Caucus has 35 found-
ing members, and was launched to bring 
a renewed Congressional focus on key 
diplomatic, military, and human rights is-
sues in this critical part of the world. Some 
of the topics on which the Caucus will fo-
cus include U. S. economic and military 
aid to Greece and Turkey, the conflict on 
Cyprus, U.S. relations with the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and 
recent developments in the Aegean. The 
Caucus will work to advance issues of im-
portance to Greek and Cypriot Americans 
while also educating members of Congress 
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and the general public on these important 
Hellenic issues. 

Other members of the Congressional 
Caucus on Hellenic Issues include: Gary 
Ackerman (D-NY); Herbert Bateman 
(R-VA); Peter Blute (R-MA): David Bon-
ior (D-MI); Ron Klink (D-PA); William 
Coyne (D-PA); Eliot Engel (D-NY); Bob 
Filner (D-CA); David Funderburk (R-
NC); George Gekas (R-PA); Paul Gillmor 
(R-OH); Maurice Hinchey (D-NY); John 
LaFalce (D-NY); Tom Lantos (D-CA); 
Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ); Nita Lowey 
(D-NY); Joe Kennedy (D-MA); Patrick 
Kennedy (D-RI); Thomas Manton 
(D-NY); Matthew Martinez (D-CA); 
Robert Matsui (D-CA); Michael McNul-
ty (D-NY); Martin Meehan (R-NY); 
Frank Pallone (D-NJ); John Porter 
(R-IL); Jack Reed (D-RI), Ileana 
Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL); Charles Shumer 
(D-NY); Robert Torricelli (D-NJ); Curt 
Weldon (R-PA), Peter Visclosky (D-IN); 
and Dick Zimmer (R-NJ). 

Medical Care, also known as Living Wills. 
Fr. Vlahos was elected Vice Chairman 

of the State Board of Human Services, a 
four-year term. In this capacity, Fr. Vla-
hos serves as coordinator for appoint-
ments. He thanked Governor Whitman 
and the New Jersey Senate for the trust 
placed in him to serve the people of New 
Jersey for four more years. He reaffirmed 
his commitment to provide governmen-
tal and private sector assistance to help 
the handicapped, disabled, aged, and oth-
er vulnerable members of society. Fr. Vla-
hos is married to the former Chrysi Hon-
droulis. They have two children. Demetri-
os Troy of Dallas, TX and Dana Anasta- 

sia of Mariton, NJ. 

JOHN B. KONUGRES 
ORDAINED IN CALIFORNIA 

Dishop Anthony of San Francisco 
1/recently ordained John B. 

Konugres to the diaconate at St. Sophia 
Cathedral in Los Angeles. Assisting in the 
Service of Ordination were Rev. John 
Bakas, Dean of St. Sophia, Very Rev. 
James T. Adams, former dean of St. 
Sophia, and Rev. Peter Salmas, Holy 
Cross, Belmont, CA. During his ordina-
tion service, John Konugres reflected on 

REV. STEVEN VLAHOS 
TO SERVE SECOND TERM 

ON NJ BOARD OF 
HUMAN SERVICES 

New Jersey Governor Christie 
Todd Whitman has notified the 

Reverend Father Steven J. Vlahos, pas-
tor of the St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox 
Church of North Wildwood of his confir-
mation by the State Senate and his reap-
pointment to serve a second term on the 
State Board of Human Services. Fr. Vla-
hos is a distinguished Greek Orthodox 
priest with over 30 years of pastoral ser-
vice to parishes in Little Rock, AK, Rock-
ford, IL, Bethesda, MD, and St. Thomas 
Church in Cherry Hill, NJ prior to his 
current assignment in North Wildwood. 

In addition to pastoring the St. Dem-
etrios Church in North Wildwood, which 
serves the entire Cape May County, Fr. 
Vlahos is the spiritual advisor of the Or-
thodox Christian Laity (OCL). The OCL 
is a national lay and clergy movement 
seeking spiritual renewal, reform, and re-
vitalization of the Orthodox Church in the 
Americas. He is also the Special Deputy 
Surrogate of Camden County where he 
administers the Community Outreach 
Programs assisting senior citizens in ac-
quiring no-cost Last Wills and Testa-
ments, and conducts no-cost lectures and 
workshops on Advance Directives for 
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how his grandmother first brought him to 
St. Sophia's as a child. He later served as 
Spiritual Chairman of the Young Adult 
League. 

Deacon John, a student at Holy Cross 
School of Theology, will receive his mas-
ter's in divinity in May. He is a graduate 
of the University of California, Santa Bar-
bara, with a BA in economics. Before en-
tering Holy Cross, he was an analytical 
economist for Southern California Gas 
and Water Co., and Micronomics Inc. He 
is married to the former Elaine Stumpus, 
a teacher at the Baker School, Brookline, 
MA, and a former member of the choir 
of St. Sophia. He is the son of Dr. James 
R. Konugres and the late Lafon Konugres 
of Redlands, CA. Deacon John is serving 
as an assistant to Rev. Constantine Xan-
thakis, Dean of the Annunciation Cathe-
dral of New England. 

MARY DANAKAS JOINS 
PROJECT MEXICO STAFF 

Project Mexico has announced the 
appointment of Mary Danakas as 

Director of Public Relations and Devel-
opment. Project Mexico encourages 
groups from around the country and all 
Orthodox jurisdictions to assist in the 
building of homes for needy families in 
Tijuana, Mexico. They have also estab-
lished the St. Innocent Orphanage which 
cares for teenaged boys. 

Mary Danakas worked as the Admin-
istrator of the Department of Communi-
cations at the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese in New York City for nine years, 
during which time she became very active 
within the Archdiocese's mission move-
ment. She was a member of the first 
Project H.O.P.E. team which traveled to 
Kenya, East Africa in 1987 and later re-
turned to Ghana, West Africa in 1989. 

After leaving the Archdiocese, Ms. 
Danakas attended Holy Cross Greek Or-
thodox School of Theology, where she 
received her Masters in Theological Stud-
ies in 1992. While at Holy Cross, her de-
sire to pursue the ministry of missions 
grew even stronger. After completing her 
studies there, she decided to prepare her-
self spiritually for this undertaking by 
spending the next fourteen months trav-
eling in Greece, spending most of her time 
visiting monasteries. Ms. Danakas also 
visited Albania twice and became in-
volved with the missionary efforts of His 
Beatitude Archbishop Anastasios. 

In 1993, Ms. Danakas relocated to 
Buffalo, New York to live with family and 
work in the private sector. This past sum-
mer she traveled to Tijuana with a youth 
group from Boston to serve on a construc-
tion team for Project Mexico. After speak-
ing with Greg Yova, the founder and di-
rector of Project Mexico, it was evident 
that she would be a valuable asset to this 
talented and committed team. Mary Dan-
akas is very pleased to join Project Mexi- 

co and is anxious to begin promoting the 
good work that they have been doing for 
the last eight years. 

YIORGOS CHOULIARAS 
AMONG INTERNATIONAL 
JURY FOR LITERATURE 

Writer and poet Yiorgos Chouli 
aras is among an international 

jury of eleven novelists, poets, translators, 
essayists, and scholars from around the 
globe who will gather at the University of 
Oklahoma Norman campus to select the 
14th recipient of the Neustadt Internation-
al Prize for Literature. This year's recipi-
ent will receive a 540,000 prize. The Neus-
tadt Prize. awarded biannually, is the only 
international literary award originating 
from the United States that gives equal 
consideration to the works of poets, play-
wrights, and novelists. It is considered by 
many to be the most prestigious interna-
tional prize after the Nobel Prize. The 
award is administered by the University 
of Oklahoma's international quarterly, 
World Literature Today. 

The 1996 jurors have already nominat-
ed candidates before the panel's meeting 
at the end of March. Jurors will then make 
oral presentations on each nominee before 
the balloting begins. Mr. Chouliaras has 
nominated the Greek author Vassilis Vas-
silikos as his candidate for the Neustadt 
Prize. Mr. Chouliaras is the author of sev- 
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eral volumes of poetry published in 
Greece including Icon Fighting, The Oth-
er Tongue, The Treasures of the Balkans, 
and Fast Food Classics. His most recent 
volume of poetry, Gramma, was published 
in Athens by Ypsilon in November 1995. 
English translations of his work by Amer-
ican poet David Mason, in collaboration 
with the author, have appeared in many 
literary journals in the United States and 
Europe including Poetry, Grand Street, 
Harvard Review, Mediterraneans, and 
Modern Poetry in Translation. Mr. Choul-
iaras has taught and lectured extensively 
on Greek culture and is the author of 
many essays, in Greek and English, on lit-
erature, culture, and history. In addition 
to his writing, Mr. Chouliaras serves as 
press attache for the Greek Press Office 
in New York City. 

THALIA CHERONIS SELZ 
SPEAKS ON GREEK 

AMERICAN WOMEN 
ARTISTS 

Th
e Hellenic Museum and Cultural 

Center in Chicago, IL recently pre-
sented a talk by Thalia Cheronis Selz en-
titled "Women to Watch: Five Greek 
American Women Artists." Ms. Selz is 
both a writer on art history whose articles 
and reviews have appeared in many na-
tionally prominent magazines such as Art 
in America, Art Digest, and Arts & Ar-
chitecture, and a fiction writer with an ex-
tensive list of publications. She also teach-
es creative writing and literature at Trini-
ty College in Hartford, CT. A highly ac-
complished writer, she has won 25 prizes  

and fellowships, including a grant from 
the Helen Papanikolas Foundation to 
complete a monograph on Greek Ameri-
cans in the Visual Arts, 1990-1995, an 0. 
Henry Award, a fellowship from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, and Indi-
vidual Artist Grant from the Connecticut 
Commission on the Arts, and a PEN Syn-
dicated Fiction Award. She was recently 
selected as a 1995 Featured Writer by the 
Connecticut Commission on the Arts. 

KARY W. ANTHOLIS 
WINS ACADEMY AWARD 

Kary W. Antholis has won the 
Academy Award for Best Docu-

mentary Short Subject for his film One 
Survivor Remembers. The film documents 
the terror and devastating tragedy expe-
rienced by millions during World War II 
as seen through the eyes of one Holocaust 
survivor. 

One Survivor Remembers premiered on 
HBO in May 1995. The film won an 
Emmy Award for Outstanding Informa-
tional Special and was nominated for a 
CableAce Award. 

Mr. Antholis is currently senior vice 
president of television development at Za-
loom Mayfield Productions in Los Ange-
les, CA. Before joining ZM Productions, 
the producer/director served as vice pres-
ident for documentaries at HBO, where 
he played an active role in the Academy 
Award-winning Educating Peter, the 
Academy Award-nominated The Broad-
cast Tapes of Dr. Peter, and the CableAce 
Award-winning Gang War: Bangin " in 
Little Rock. Mr. Antholis holds a J.D. de-
gree from Georgetown University, an 

M.A. in European Studies from Stanford 
University, and a B.A. from Bowdoin 
College. He is a member of AHEPA 
Chapter 280 in Elizabeth, NJ. 

ELIAS VLANTON 
PUBLISHES BOOK ON 

GEORGE POLK MURDER 

In Who Killed George Polk? author 
Elias Vlanton reconstructs the events 

surrounding the murder of the famous 
U.S. journalist, the investigation and tri-
al that followed, and offers a penetrating 
analysis of the willingness of the Ameri-
can media to accept the government's ver-
sion of these events despite many incon-
sistencies. The book also explores the fate 
of a handful of journalists who had ques-
tioned the original cover up and shows 
that even when additional developments 
turned the official version of the case on 
its head, they were no longer in a position 
to press for a new investigation. Mr. Vlan-
ton argues that the mainstream media and 
U. S. government were so blinded by cold 
war political considerations that they 
overlooked the most obvious culprits for 
the Polk murder. Based on evidence un-
covered during his 19-year investigation, 
the author presents what he believes is the 
only plausible scenario of how and why 
George Polk was murdered. 

As a Washington, D.C. writer, re-
searcher, and Greek-American communi-
ty activist for 20 years, Elias Vlanton has 
been deeply involved in U. S.-Greek rela-
tions. An authority on U. S. government 
archives on Greece, his writings have ap-
peared in the Nation, the Village Voice, 
and several other United States and Greek 
publications. 

COMPETITION IN ATLANTA 

he American Hellenic Friends of 
1 the Arts (AHFA) is a non-profit 

volunteer organization dedicated to pro-
moting the arts and its Greek American 
heritage and culture. In celebration of the 
1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta, AHFA 
and the Mellon Foundation are 
co-sponsoring the exhibit NIKE: Compe-
tition and Victory at the Ancient Greek 
Festival Games. The exhibit will be on 
view at the Michael C. Carlos Museum 
on the campus of Emory University in 
Atlanta through August 11th. The Amer-
ican Hellenic Friends of the Arts was 
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Left to right: Beverly Rotter, Martie Gillin, Demetra Patukas, and Dorothy Beam. 

founded by Vivian Economy, CEO and 
chair of Cultural Affairs of DeKalb Coun-
ty, GA. Ms. Economy is also director of 
political and international programming 
for WGKA Radio Station in Atlanta, GA, 
and she hosts the Greek American radio 
program Echoes of Athens. 

GREEK - AMERICANS 
COAST TO COAST 

Sam Stavrakas will be honored by the 
Woodlawn 93 Chapter of AHEPA at a 
Past President's Testimonial Dinner 
Dance on May 2nd in Hickory Hills, IL. 
Mr. Stavrakas has distinguished himself 
in many capacities on chapter, district, 
and supreme levels of AHEPA. He has 
been honored on several occasions for his 
dedication and service to the fraternity as 
well as the Greek Orthodox community. 

Jim Pirpiris recently joined the 
Greek-American Nursing Home Commit-
tee. Mr. Pirpiris is a member of the 13th 
District AHEPA in Chicago since 1958. 
He has served as president, vice president, 
and treasurer, as well as athletic director. 
Working closely with John Argoudelis, 
AHEPA coordinator for the nursing 

Demetra Patukas, of Coatesville, PA 
will appear on "Mothers March," a 
one-hour special program profiling four 
mothers who have lost grown children to 
AIDS. The four women are turning the 
pain of their loss into action by challeng- 

home, Mr. Pirpiris recently chaired a fund 
raiser which drew nearly 500 guests. He is 
currently planning the second annual 
nursing home picnic with his good friend 
Bill Kakavas, owner of the 13 Colonies 
Banquet Hall. The event will take place 
at the Wheeling building site of the nurs-
ing home. 

Rev. Deacon Ernest J. Coulouras was 
honored recently by the Byzantine Male 
Choir of Lowell, MA on the occasion of 
his ordination to the holy diaconate. A na-
tive of Lowell and an original member of 
the choir, Rev. Coulouras was a guidance 
counselor and psychologist with the 
Chelmsford Public Schools. He is married 
to the former Helen Triantafilou and they 
have three sons, James, Charles, and 
John. 

Dr. Zoe Papadopoulou Couloumbis, 
noted specialist in the field of pediatric 
nephrology in the United States and 
Greece, was honored as the Daughters of 
Penelope 1996 Salute to Women Recipi-
ent at a reception held recently in Wash-
ington, D.C. Recognized for her research 
activities in the diagnosis, treatment, and 
prevention of renal diseases in children, 

ing government, schools, churches, and 
neighbors to find better care--and perhaps 
a cure--for AIDS. The program will be 
broadcast on Philadelphia public televi-
sion channel 12 on May 7th at 10 p.m. 

Dr. Zoe Couloumbis and proud spouse, 
Theodore Couloumbis 

Dr. Zoe Couloumbis and Chairman Liza 
Pappas, PGP, share a happy moment. 

Dr. Couloumbis was acknowledged for 
her numerous publications in scientific 
journals and books, as well as for her pre-
sentations at national and international 
pediatric nephrology meetings, which 
have established her as one of the leading 
scholars in her field. She is presently con-
ducting clinical research on Lupus Ne-
phritis at the Kidney Division of the Na-
tional Institute of Health. Also attending 
the reception were Dr. Couloumbis's hus-
band Theodore, her daughter Angela, son 
Alexander and daughter-in-law Elise Cou-
loumbis . 

George and Avra Skrekas and daugh-
ter Georgia Skrekas, of Lowell, MA, have 
made a donation to the Andover-No. An-
dover YMCA in memory of their daugh-
ter and sister Deborah, who was killed in 
a 1993 automobile accident. Their dona-
tion will be used to fund scholarships to-
wards the YMCA's upcoming summer 
youth programs. Deborah Skrekas was a 
member of the Andover-No. Andover 
YMCA while attending Merrimack Col-
lege. She was always very active in sports, 
so her family felt that offering a YMCA 
scholarship in her memory would be most 
appropriate. 
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From left, Jim Barris, His Grace Bishop Iakovos and Georgia Barris, Past President of 
the Diocese of Chicago Philoptohos 

From left, Chairman of Testimonial Dinner, Bess Kapetan, Georgia Barth, and Diocese 
Philoptochos President Susan Regos. 

Georgia Barris was honored recently 
for her dedication to the Philoptochos as 
President of The Chicago Diocese Philop-
tochos Board for the last five years. Mrs. 
Barris was commended for her contribu-
tion to the AIDS program her work with 
the Hellenic Heart Program, and her ser-
vice to Sts. Peter and Paul Church and its 
Philoptochos. A special commendation 
was made by His Grace Bishop Iakovos 
for her many contributions to the Diocese  

and Philoptochos. He applauded her en-
thusiasm and determination in promoting 
the many programs and concerns of 
Philoptochos and her dedication to the 
"Feed the Hungry" Program. Mrs. Barris 
was joined by her husband Jim, and chil-
dren Peter and Adrienne Barris of Balti-
more, MD, and Evelyn and Peter Pappas 
of Milwaukee, WI, and two of her grand-
children Steven and Valerie Pappas. 

Ellen Callas has been named general 
manager of the Sheraton Tara Airport 
Hotel in Warwick, RI. Ms. Callas was 
most recently director of operations at the 
Tara Stamford Hotel in CT. She was pre-
viously with the Ritz Carlton and the Co-
pley Plaza Hotels in Boston, MA. 

Peter Polites, head of the design firm 
Polites & Associates, Atlanta, GA, and 
fellow architect Rodney Cook were fea-
tured recently in Architectural Digest mag-
azine and the Financial Times, for their 
design of the Newington-Cropsey Gallery 
of Art and Cultural Studies Center, in 
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY. The museum 
was built to contain the work and com-
memorate the life of Jasper Francis 
Cropsey (1823-1900), the Hudson River 
School artist, architect, and furniture de-
signer. Nick Kyriakos, head of the Stam-
ford. CT branch office of Herbert Con-
struction Company was the contractor. 

Charles Mouratides, president of Part-
ners in Flight and CMCommunications, 
Chicago, IL, announces the launching of 
a new in-flight magazine, Midway Airlines 
Interludes. The magazine will feature good 
writing by nationally published writers 
and authors about the destination cities 
of Midway Airlines throughout the east-
ern seaboard. The magazine is published 
by Partners in Flight, which focuses on 
in-flight magazines, as well as single issue 
corporate and specialized communica-
tions. CMCommunications, Mr. Mou-
ratides's other firm, handles public rela-
tions and marketing for products, profes-
sional services, political campaigns, and 
non-profits, primarily in the Chicago area 

John Spiropoulos, editor-in-chief of In-
formation Video, Inc., Silver Spring, MD, 
is producing law enforcement training vid-
eos to help crack down on the growing 
problem of cellular telephone fraud. Ac-
cording to Mr. Spiropoulos, the cellular 
phone industry is losing $1 million to $1.5 
million a day in stolen air time. His vid-
eos have been used to train police officers 
in New York, California, and Florida on 
how to recognize the sophisticated scan-
ning equipment used to "clone" cellular 
phone numbers. 

Mia Tsiamis, a junior high school stu-
dent from New York, is the winner of 
Scholastic Magazine's Gold Prize in Po-
etry. She won first prize over 35,000 con- 
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Mia Tsiamis 

testants. Mia was the top student in her 
class at a New York junior high school 
for gifted students last year. In addition 
to writing, she also likes to paint, and com-
pose for and play the harp. She lives with 
her father Christos Tsiamis, an environ-
mental engineer and writer, her mother 
Ellen Evjen Tsiamis, a painter and asso-
ciate professor of art at the College of New 
Rochelle and Parsons, and sister Demi-
tria, 6. 

Joanna Sferedes recently earned a 
Master's Degree in English Education 

Secondary/TESOL with honors from 
Temple University. Ms. Sferedes is cur-
rently teaching for the Philadelphia 
School District. She is also teaching at the 
Evangelismos Elkins Park Greek School. 

Dr. Elaine Thomopoulos was retained 
as Development Director by the Hellenic 
Museum and Cultural Center in Chica-
go, IL. 

Elena Yioulos, president of Custom 
Communications, Danvers, MA, is plan-
ning to produce an eight-part video series 
entitled "Authentic Greek Cooking Made 
Easy." Her first Greek cooking video sold 
almost 7,000 copies and was shown on 
Boston PBS station WGBH. Ms. Yiou-
los is seeking financial assistance for her 
latest project, including partners who wish  

to advertise their Greek food or coo-
king-related products in the videos. Ac-
cording to Ms. Yioulos, the videos will 
show traditional Greek recipes as a refer-
ence point, but will also venture to the 
gourmet side. She also owns her own ca-
tering company "Eleni's Kitchen," which 
operates in the Boston area. 

Dr. Andrew T. Kopan, Professor of 
Education Emeritus, DePaul University, 
will speak on "The Greek Education in 
America of the Third Generation of Greek 
Americans: How Effective Is It?" for the 
Hellenic American Cultural Association 
in Colorado on May 4th, and on "The 
Black Athena: The Betrayal of Hel-
lenism--The Attempt to Negate the Greek 
Achievement," on May 5th. Dr. Kopan 
was recently honored by The Hellenic 
Spirit Foundation for his outstanding 
work as an educator and author. 

In Memoriam 

Savas J. Savas, former Byzantine mu-
sic instructor at Hellenic College/Holy 
Cross School of Theology passed away 
peacefully recently at his home in Pirae-
us, Greece. Born in Nafplion, Greece, Mr. 
Savas's musical and archeological train-
ing included studies at the Conservatory 
of Music in Athens, the University of Ath-
ens Theological School, the Sorbonne in 

Savas J. Savas 

Paris, and the University of Munich. Af-
ter his studies, he taught at the Conserva-
tory, and served as assistant to the dean 
of the Theological School at the Univer-
sity of Athens. In 1961 he was invited by 

Archbishop Iakovos to teach at Holy 
Cross. Mr. Savas taught at Hellenic Col-
lege/Holy Cross for 25 years, until his re-
tirement in 1986. He published articles, 
books, and manuals on Byzantine music 
and composed music for liturgical and 
special ecclesiastical services. On May 23, 
1976, he was awarded the title "Archon 
Didaskalos of the Apostles" by the Ecu-
menical Patriarch of Constantinople. Sa-
vas J. Savas's wife, Anthoula, predeceased 
him several years ago. 

Dr. Andrew A. Kerhulas, of Arlington, 
MA, passed away on March 18 at the 
Lahey Hitchcock Medical Center after a 
brief illness. He was 78 years old. Dr. Ker-
hulas was a noted member of the Greek 
American medical community, practicing 
in the Boston area for more than four de-
cades. Born in Union, South Carolina, he 
was a graduate of Wofford College and a 
1943 graduate of Duke University Medi-
cal School. He served with the U. S. Army 
in World War II in the 26th Yankee Divi-
sion under General Patton and was 
awarded the Bronze Star for bravery. Dr. 
Kerhulas did his residency at Veteran's 
Hospital in West Roxbury and opened his 
first practice in 1953 in Brookline. He 
practiced medicine until September 1995 
and taught at Boston University Medical 
School. He was a charter member of the 
St. Athanasios parish of Arlington, a 
member of AHEPA, the Shriners, and the 
Rotary Club of Cambridge. Dr. Kerhu-
las is survived by his wife Mary, his chil-
dren Andrew A. Kerhulas Jr., of Alexan-
dria, VA, Gregory and Jane Kerhulas, 
North Reading, Jan Kerhulas, Arlington, 
and grandson Kevin Joseph Kerhulas. 
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