
THE GREEK-TURKISH COLD WAR 
Is there A Way Out? 

By Prof. D.G. KOUSOULAS 

The recent flare-up over the Greek islet of Imia in the 
Dodecanese was seen by many people in Greece and else-
where as the opening salvo in a Turkish campaign to chal-
lenge Greek sovereignty over the Aegean Islands. In reality it 
was just another incident in the on-going cold war between 
Greece and Turkey. This cold war has been going on for al-
most five decades, ever since the 1950s when Turkey started 
it over Cyprus. Grece by necessity had to join in. But it is 
irrelevant who started it. The key question now is whether 
this state of confrontation is in the Greek interest. 

If the answer is "yes" for whatever domestic or other rea-
sons, then it can go on indefinitely with the usual recrimina-
tions, charges and counter-charges, threats and provocations, 
and the ever-present possibility that through miscalculation 
or loss of control, the cold war may explode into an arm con-
flict. It seems to me, however, that a careful and sober analy-
sis will show that this state of confrontation with Turkey is 
NOT in the interest of the Greek people. Whether we like it 
or not, Turkey has been "elevated into the ranks of top-pri-
ority nations." (The Washington Post, March 29, 1996). This 
is a bitter reality we have to face squarely. In a planning pa-
per of the U.S. Department of Defense, titled "Security Strat-
egy for Europe and NATO", we read: "Turkey is now at the 
crossroads of almost every issue of importance to the United 
States on the Eurasian continent, including NATO, the Bal-
kans, the Aegean, Iraq sanctions, relations with the former 

Soviet republics, peace in the Middle East and transit routes 
for Central Asian oil and gas." Greek diplomacy cannot sim-
ply ignore these facts. This in no way implies that Greece will 
have to surrender to Turkish provocations and pressures. NO. 
What we need is to take full advantage of our diplomatic and 
strategic assets to end this cold war in ways which serve and 
safeguard our vital interests in the framework of today's in-
ternational realities. 

To chart a winning strategy we must approach the prob-
lem without self-defeating sentimentality or self-delusion. A 
first step is to identify our truly vital interests and the real 
causes of the Greek-Turkish cold war. 

Our Vital Interests 
It is absolutely clear to me that an end to this cold war 

cannot and must not be accomplished through concessions 
and compromises which harm or threaten Greece's vital in-
terests. 

The foremost, absolute, and non-negotiable national in-
terest for Greece in her relations with Turkey, is the country's 
territorial integrity. International treaties have long defined 
clearly the borders between Greece and Turkey and the Greek 
sovereignty over the islands in the Aegean. Any challenge to 

APRIL, 1996 
	

5 



Greek sovereignty is unacceptable and non-negotiable. 
In the case of our borders between Western and Eastern 

Thrace the line is clear. But in the Aegean we face a problem. 
If the Aegean were recognized as an —Archipelago— under 
the terms of International Law, not only the Greek islands in 
the Aegean but the entire sea would be Greek as if it were a 
continuous land area. But the Aegean is not recognized inter-
nationally as an "Archipelago". Each Greek island has its own 
territorial waters while large areas in the Aegean sea are "in-
ternational waters" which do not belong to Greece. Clearly, 
the Aegean is not an "Archipelago" as defined by Interna-
tional Law. At the same time, the Aegean is studded with 
hundreds of Greek islands. 

A Troublesome "Detail" 
This "detail" is largely behind the Greek-Turkish cold war. 

We can see this very clearly if we search for the reasons which 
account for the Turkish provocations in the Aegean. No 
doubt, the continuing friction with Greece is useful to the 
Turkish leaders who often use it to divert the attention of 
their people away from their domestic problems. But this 
policy has also a negative consequence for Turkey. It becomes 
one more obstacle to Turkey's admission to the European 
Union. The Turkish leaders who favor a union with Europe 
want, no doubt, to push forward this objective before the Is-
lamic fundamentalists increase their influence. Yet, the Turk- 

ish "Europeanists" allow the friction with Greece to go on, 
thereby undermining, their own efforts to join Europe. Obvi-
ously there must be a very important reason for this contra-
dictory behavior. 

What Is The Real Reason? 

The reason can be summarized in just a single sentence: 
Turkey rejects any notion that the Aegean is a "Greek Sea." 
Two of her major ports, Smyrna and Constantinople, have 
access to the rest of the world through the Aegean. Not sur-
prisingly, Turkey wants to establish the international charac-
ter of the Aegean. This Turkish objective, of course, clashes 
with the presence of the Greek islands which under the exist-
ing treaties are unquestionably under Greek sovereignty. 

Is there any way these conflicting interests and perceptions 
can be reconciled? 

Let's Start With The Basics 

At this point it is necessary to move away from the con-
ventional wisdom, away from the beaten path which has led 
us time and again to diplomatic failures. 

What are the fundamental, the most basic aspects of this 
problem? 

1. Greece does not accept and will not accept a challenge 
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to her sovereign rights over any inch of territory recognized 
as Greek by the existing international treaties. In this, Greece 
stands on very firm ground because respect for territorial in-
tegrity is a fundamental principle of american and European 
foreign policy. Greece is entitled to claim and expects the sup-
port of the United States and of her European partners. 

2. Turkey does not and will not accept the notion that the 
Aegean is a "Greek Sea." She also claims vital interests in the 
Aegean. Since the international community does not accept 
the Aegean as an "Archipelago", the Turkish claim is set on 
firm ground. Under the new Law of the Sea, Greece has the 
right to extend the territorial waters around the Aegean Is-
lands from the current six to twelve miles. Such an extension 
of the territorial waters will completely eliminate the present 
international waters in the Aegean. It is not only Turkey that 
opposes such an extension. Russia, Ukraine, Rumania, Bul-
garia and virtually all maritime countries, including the United 
Stares, oppose this extension to twelve miles in the Aegean. 
Turkey, in fact, has declared that she will consider an act of 
war the extension to twelve miles in the Aegean. 

Is There A Way Out? 

Under these seemingly irreconcilable differences is there a 
way out of the quagmire of recurring confrontation? 

a. Since for Greece the inviolability of Greek sovereignty 
is paramount, any solution will require as a first step a most 
solemn and internationally sanctioned declaration by Tur-
key recognizing as final, inviolate, and indisputable the Greek  

sovereignty over all territories recognized as Greek by the 
international treaties and especially the Greek sovereignty over 
the Greek islands in the Aegean. 

b. In return, Greece will accept that the Aegean has a stns  

generic status which combines Greek sovereignty over the is-
lands and their territorial waters with an international aspect 
as an open sea to navigation, of vital importance to Turkey 
but also to other countries whose ships plow the Aegean wa-
ters. Proof of Greek acceptance of this special status of the 
Aegean will be a formal pledge by Greece not to extend the 
territorial waters around the Aegean islands to twelve miles 
as long as Turkey respects the Greek sovereignty over the 
islands. 

Such a compromise is not beyond the realm of possibility. 
In 1986, I had an interview with Turgut Ozal, the then pre-
mier and later president of Turkey. By coincidence, next to 
Ozal was sitting a young man acting as his assistant. The 
name of the young man was Messut Yilmaz, today's premier 
of Turkey. During the discussion, the Turkish views on the 
Aegean were clearly stated. The compromise sketched above 
was outlined by the Turkish side. 
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If such a compromise could be reached now between Greece 
and Turkey, many other vexing problems and causes of fric-
tion would find their solution or become irrelevant-- because 
in reality they are an off-shoot of the basic dispute over the 
status of the Aegean. 

With Greek sovereignty over the islands beyond dispute, 
Greece and Turkey would be able to reach an agreement over 
the economic exploitation of whatever resources may exist at 
the bottom of the Aegean. The irritant of Turkish violations 
of the air space over the islands would become meaningless 
since now it only serves as a cheap trick to annoy Greece. 
With the end of the Greek-Turkish cold war, Greece will have 
the proper influence to improve the conditions and the Turk-
ish stand toward the Ecumenical Patriarchate. With the 
Greek-Turkish borders recognized by Turkey as final and ir-
revocable, any agitation or exploitation of the Moslems in 
Western Thrace will be out of place and inexcusable. The 
Fourth Army Turkey has deployed along the Asia Minor 
coastline on the Aegean will have to be deployed elsewhere 
while the military protection of our islands will not be as im-
perative as it is now. 

Even the problem of Cyprus may find its solution through a 
new constitutional arrangement and the simultaneous admis-
sion into the European Community of Turkey as well as of a 
federal, two district, Cypriot republic, and of course with the 
withdrawal of the Turkish army of occupation from the island. 

Hard To Accept 

Admittedly such a compromise cannot be easily accept-
able to most people in Greece. The prevailing mind-set is not 
favorable to such a course of action. But long experience shows 
that serious international disputes and rivalries can only be 
resolved either in war or through mutual concessions. A res-
olution of the Greek-Turkish dispute through an armed con-
flict will be costly especially in human life and suffering and 
offers no assurance that Greece will derive any benefits in the 
end. Neither will Turkey. 

The end to this cold war can only be found through 
give-and-take--with both sides gaining what is most vital to 
each: For Greece unquestionable sovereignty over the islands; 
for Turkey recognition of the special status of the Aegean 
and assured free access through its waters. The alternative, 
continuing friction, is costly and dangerous--and for the most 
part unnecessary. 

Some well-meaning people on both sides will denounce such 
a settlement as "treason" and insist that "you cannot trust" 
the other side. But let us keep in mind that international 
agreements are not necessarily based on trust. They last if 
they are advantageous to both sides and if they are carefully 
constructed. In this case both sides will benefit. Besides, Greece 
and Turkey, whether they like it or not, are condemned by 
geography to be neighbors. Finding a realistic way to live in 
peace and cooperation is a practical necessity for both. 

D.G. KOUSOULAS 
Professor Emeritus 

Of Political Science 
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Archons Honored AHEPA 
at their Annual Dinner 

rr he Order's late Commander Emer- 
1 ilus, Dr. Anthony Borden was re-

membered, as National Commander of the 
Order of St. Andrew of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate Dr. Chris Phillip announced 
that the Archons had fulfilled their pledge 
and have completed their $100,000 con-
tribution to the Archbishop Iakovos Li-
brary. Standing side by side with His Em-
inence, Arhbishop Iakovos, and Dr. 
Phillip, AHEPA's Supreme President Dr. 
Spiro Macris accepted the coveted Ath-
enagoras Humanitarian Award in the 

Mayor Rudy Guiliani has the forum and both His Eminence, (left) and the National 
Commander Dr. Chris Philip look on approvingly. 	(photos by Dimitris Panagos) 

Bronx Borough President Fernando 
Ferrer with the Banquet Chairman, the 
Order's Vice Commander, Archon Anasta-
sios Manessis. 

Our cover 
Supreme President of the Order ofAHEPA 
Doctor Spiros Makris, left, and Mrs Mary 
Verges, President of the Daughters of 
Pinelope accepting the prestigious Ath-
enagoras AWARD from Dr. Chris Philip, The Rev. Nicholas Triantafilou (left to right) with Mrs. Kolivas. Archon candidate 
National Commander ofthe Order ofSaint William Kolivas, His Eminence, Archbishop Iakovos, U.S. Senator Paul Sarbanes(D- 
Andrew. 	 MD) and Mrs. Sarbanes. 
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The National Commander's wife, Irene Philip, looks on (left, standing) while Presbytera 
Nikki Stephanopoulos (second from left) speaks to the ladies during the tea preceding 
the banquet. 

name of his organization. It was a mov-
ing moment for a capacity-filled Waldorf 
Astoria Ballroom, with hundreds of mem-
bers of both the Order of St. Andrew and 
AHEPA applauding the event. Daughters 
of Penelope President Mary Verges also 
participated in the acceptance of the 
award. 

Unable to attend from the start, New 
York City Mayor Rudy Guiliani arrived 
at 9 pm. and was warmly applauded. In 
his speech, he acknowledged the Hellenes 
of New York as an important and integral 
part of his city and praised His Eminence 
for whom he has great admiration and re-
spect. The Archbishop responded accord-
ingly, calling the mayor a great person 
who has achieved very much for the city. 
Just before the award presentation, Dr. 
Chris Phillip held the one-and-a-half foot 
tall silver bust of the late Ecumenical Pa-
triarch, high above his head for everyone 
to see. The award was presented during 
the Order's Banquet, an annual event that 
heralds the Sunday of Orthodoxy which 
culminates with the Hierarchical Liturgy 
at the Holy Trinity Cathedral next day. 
While the Archon Candidates are intro- 

duced one by one to the Banquet atten-
dance on Saturday evening, it is Archbish-
op Iakovos in His authority as an Exarch 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate that invests 
them into the Order on Sunday at the Ca- 

thedral. The invesiture of the Archon Can-
didates is an ancient ritual of the Byzan-
tine era, which is observed annually, fol-
lowed by the procession of the Icons held 
by the Archons. 
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The VIPs at the Dais applaud as the name of His Eminence is announced. 

Taking a passage from the program's 
AHEPA historical account, both His 
Eminence as well as the Consul Gener-
al of Greece Charalambos Rokanas 
touched on the fact that the fourth let-
ter in the organization's acronym, P for 
Progressive now also stands for Philan-
thropy. His Excellency in fact, read 
most of the chronography, which in it 
lies the reason why the organization 
founded in Atlanta in 1922, was worthy 
of the Humanitarian award. The Order 
bestows the Athenagoras award to an in-
dividual or an organization which has 
been in the forefront of the struggle for 
Human Rights and Religious Freedom. 
AHEPA's deeds in the last fifty years 
are living proof of its worthiness. In the 
past ten years, the recipients of the 
award are His Eminence, Archbishop 
Iakovos, former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the 
late Commander Dr. Anthony Borden, 
Dr. John Brademas, President Emeritus 
of NYU, the National President of the 
Overseas Hellenism Council Andrew 

Athens, the Ladies Philoptochos, HA- Sarbanes, and the former Secretary of 
NAC's late Chairman George Douris, Veterans Affairs Ed Derwinski. 
the U.S. Senator from Maryland, Paul 	The National Council's Treasurer, ar- 

John Mallios steps ahead on procession with candles at the Cathedral, followed by 
Archondisses Ellie Antoniades, Bee Marks and Kay Papageorge, followed by Ar-
chons Steven Papadatos and judge Nicholas Tsoucalas. Archon candidates in back-
ground wait for their turn. 
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chitect Steven Papadatos signaled the be-
ginning of the event by reading the names 
of the VIP's on the dais, which included 
His Excellency, Bishop Silas of NJ His 
Grace, Bishop Philotheos of Meloas and 
Alexios of Troas, Rabbi Arthur Schnei-
er, His Excellencies, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Cyprus to the United Nations 
Nikos Agathokleous, Consul Generals of 
Greece Charalambos Rokanas of Greece 
and Charalambos Kapsos of Cyprus and 
Bronx Borough President Fernando Fer-
rer among others, Papadatos was fol-
lowed by the Order's Vice Commander, 
Archon Megas Depoutatos Anastasios 
Manessis, the Chairman of the Banquet, 
with his welcoming remarks. Archons 
Manessis spoke of Turkey's latest actions 
and called for an end of her expansionist 
plans. Turning to the Archbishop, he said 
he was deeply saddened by His Emi-
nence's impending retirement, remarking 
that his departure will turn us into or-
phans. At this point, John Plumides, 
former AHEPA Supreme President as-
sumed his duties as the Master of Cere-
monies. 

After the Consul General Rokanas' re-
marks, Archon Andrew Athens rose to 
speak of what AHEPA stands for. He said 
that it is dedicated in the support of Or-
thodoxy and Hellenism. Then the Order's 
National Commander, taking the podi-
um said that it was "a triumphant day, 
crediting committee chairman Manessis 
with the success of the event. He then 
proceeded to thank by name all the indi-
viduals that contributed to the success of 
the affair. The reaction to Senator Sar-
banes' story about the newspaper whose 
derogatory letter prompted him stern 
answer drew a favorable applause from 
the mayor. 

In accepting the award, AHEPA's Dr. 
Macris who himself was an Archon Can-
didate thanked the Order and said that "we 
can be Americans and we can be Greeks. 
We can be Orthodox, and both our orga-
nizations together will work together to 
build a great Church. 

In His remarks His Eminence recalled 
events from the life of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras when he visited His 
flock throughout the United States as the 
then Archbishop. He spoke greatly of 
AHEPA as a very deserving recipient of 
the Athenagoras award. 
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Metropolitan Silas of N.J. (left) holds discussion with AHEPA supreme president Dr. 
Spiro Macris (right) while the evening's master of ceremonies, former AHEPA presi-
dent John Plummides looks on. 
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The beautiful beach at Aghia Anargyri 

13 

THE ISLAND OF SPETSES 

"Traveling is like good wine: you 
drink and you can't imagine what visions 
will come to your mind", said Nikos Ka-
zantzakis, one of the century's great liter-
ary figures. And again, from his travel 
book, Japan, he advises the traveler that 
"without wanting to you choose and se-
lect whatever corresponds more to the 
needs or curiosities of your soul. Those 
who suffer and love communicate through 
a mystical intercourse with the landscape 
they see, the people they might mingle 
with, and the incidents they select. There-
fore, every perfect traveler creates the 
country he travels in." 

Our journey to Spetses begins in Ma-
roussi as we take a train to Piraeus, the 
sea port of Athens. A short trip with a taxi 
takes us to the dock for the hydrofoil (Dol-
phin)) to Spetses. The hydrofoil stops 
briefly at the islands of Poros and Hydra 
before arriving at Spetses. These islands 
are in the body of water called Saronic 
Gulf and are called Saronic Islands. 

All the Greek islands have their own 
unique histories and Spetses is no excep-
tion. The island has been known since 
antiquity under the name of Pitiousa, 
which means planted with pine trees. Ac-
cording to the traces of an ancient settle-
ment discovered at Palio Limani (Old 
Port), it was first inhabited during the 
Copper Age (2,500-2,000 B.C.). Other 
findings go back to the Roman, 
Proto-Christian and Byzantine Periods. 

Dr. Vavoulis is Professor Emeritus of 
Chemistry at California State University, 
Fresno. For his efforts on behalf of the 
cultural arts, academic freedom and in-
tellectual enhancement of the communi-
ty, he has been commended by the Cali-
fornia Legislature the County of Fresno, 
the City of Fresno, the Alliance for the 
Arts, the Fresno Free College Founda-
tion, KFCF Radio, Pacifica Foundation 
and KPFA Radio. He was nominated for 
the President's Medal ofDistinction at the 
University. 
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By Prof. Alexander Vavoulis 

These discoveries were at Kokkinaria and 
support the assumption that the island was 
inhabited into the 9th Century. But it 
wasn't until the 15th Century when 
Greek-Albanians refugees from the sur-
rounding region--especially the 
Peloponnese--began to establish perma-
nent settlements on the island. In the 
meantime the Ottoman Empire occupied 
almost all of Greece. In the 17th Century 
Spetses became prosperous and secure due 
to the an aggresive ship-building indus-
try. The island was raided in 1770 by the 
Turks and then rebuilt. By March 1821 
the Spetsiots were ready to rise up against 
the Turks and on September 8th they had 
their greatest naval victory, a day still cel-
ebrated on the island. 

One of the island's greatest benefac-
tors was an Athenian businessman, Sotiros 
Anargyros, who undertook a series of 

projects to make the island more attrac-
tive to travelers and tourists. These includ-
ed the construction of the Poseidon Hotel 
that was open for business in 1917 and 
the establishment of the Annargyrios 
School for boys. The purpose of the school  

was to train boys of the best families to 
be statesmen. To this day, Spetses is the 
island of the Athenians. Many homes on 
the island are owned by Athenians in 
which the breadwinner commutes from 
Athens on the weekends. The hydrofoil 
takes 2 1/2 hours from Piraeus to Spetses 
as it travels at a speed of 35 miles per hour. 

When you arrive at the island, you don't 
have to go far to begin to appreciate its 
history and excitement. At the main port 
is the square of Dapia where the small 
walking areas are pebbled and many shops 
to satisfy any needs and desires. There are 
sweet shops, tavernas, cafeterias, restau-
rants and bars that are concentrated in this 
area. In general, narrow cobbled roads are 
preserved unaltered, with insular like 
houses and picturesque pebble-paved 
yards representing nautical themes are 
located behind Dapia. One of the main 
eating and drinking places has tables over-
looking the water and the low wall still 
has cannons in place used by the Spetsi-
ots to defend themselves. As you walk to 
the water you will pass several tavernas 
where the odor of grilled octopus saturates 



View of the Poseidon Hotel with Spetses Straits in foreground. 

the air. Don't leave Greece without hav-
ing octopus with ouzo--a perfect aperitif. 

A visitor can discover how attractive 
Spetses is by taking a small boat trip to 
either Agii Paraskevi or Agii Anargyri that 
are located directly opposite the main port 
on the other side of the island. The beaches 
are beautiful and the water is crystal clear. 
You can spend the day at either beach but 
Agii Anargyri has a fine taverna. The boat 
trip allows you to see the island in all its 
verdant splendor. The return trip takes you 
around the other end so that the trip to the 
beach allows you to circle the entire is-
land. 

We took the trip to Agia Anargyri and 
dicovered a beautiful cove with boulders 
at each end and a beautiful sandy beach. 

miss an important aesthetic and spiritual 
experience. I learned this through my wife 
who is familiar with many of the flowers 
and who can stop at a flower she knows 
and examine it as if for the first time. 
When she does this, I am reminded of 
passage from Henry Miller's Colossus of 
Maroussi in which he said: "But the most 
trivial incident, if it happened to Katsim-
balis, had a way of blossoming into a great 
event. It might be nothing more than that 
he picked a flower by the roadside on his 
way home. But when he was done with 
the story that flower, humble though it 
might be, would become the most won-
derful flower that ever a man had picked. 
...it would become unique, not because 
there was anything in the least extraordi-
nary about it, but because he had put into 
that flower all that he thought and felt 
about flowers, which is like seeing--a uni-
verse." No one should visit Greece with-
out first reading Miller's book. 

In front of the Poseidon Hotel there is 
a public square with benches and attrac-
tive iron-caste lamps that illuminate the 
area at night. There are benches and in 
the center a statue of Laskrina Boubouli-
na who has the palm of her left hand above 
her eyes looking in the direction of Tur-
key. Greeks honor Bouboulina like no oth-
er Greek woman She, indeed, has become 
a mythical figure because of her legend-
ary battles with the Turks of the Ottoman 
Empire who occupied Greece for some 
400 years beginning in the 14th Century. 
She is said to be the only woman admiral 
in world naval history. Born in the pris-
ons of Constatinople, she played an im-
portant role in the Greek war of indepen-
dence that started in 1821. She led an up-
rising on Spetses island under her own flag 
and with a fleet and army financed with 
her own money. 

On Spetses, there is a 300-year old 
mansion of Bouboulina's. There are orga-
nized tours by a descendant of the hero-
ine (Philip Demertzis-Bouboulis) and the 
visitor can see displays of fire arms, por-
celain collections, Byzantine icons and the 
grand salon as it was for two centuries and 
dominated by the magnificient carved Flo-
rentine ceiling. In front of the outside of 
the museum there is a dirt area covered 
with pine trees and the mansion is sur-
rounded by a wall that was needed to pro-
tect it against pirates and Turks. As you 

On edge of the beach there many trees, 
bushes and flowers. The evergreens ap-
peared to be a haven for the cicadas that 
made their presence known continually 
with their shrill humming even though 
they were difficult to see. Next to the trees 
is a taverna with surf some 150 feet away. 
Grape vines cover the trestle in some ar-
eas with jasmine embracing the vines. The 
blue Aegean water is still cool but its re-
freshing qualities make up for a delight-
ful swim. 

My wife tells me that there is nothing 
that compares with the smell of Greek jas-
mine and it is all over the island. You have 
to pay attention to it as you must for all 
of the other flowers that are growing there. 
If you don't pay attention to them you will 
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Second floor of the 300-years old mansion of Laskarina Bouboulina, a legendary 
figure who played a leading role in the Greek War of Independence. 
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enter the front gate, you are confronted 
with many flowers and bushes indigenous 
to Spetses. The restored mansion is a 
shrine for one of the most courageous 
women of Greece because her exploits are 
not easily equaled by women or men. 

Cultural arts programs are important 
to the leaders of Spetses. These programs 
will vary depending when you are there 
but during our brief stay they were pre-
sented a theater group from Athens offer-
ing the ancient Greek play, Bacchae, on 
the public square there was an evening of 
Greek dancing by the youth on the island 
and finally a piano recital in the breakfast 
room of the Poseidon Hotel by students. 
In addition, there is a movie theater that 
provides some of the best films. 

The Greek is never distracted from the 
need for good food. 

When the Spetses Athenians recom-
mended the Petralis taverna for the best 
fish on the island we immediately made 
plans to go there. We used a horse and 
carriage for a delightful 10-minute ride 
in the cool of the evening. By the way, 
the horses and carriages are a sight to see 
because both are made up with ribbons, 
beads, trinkets--anything to attract atten-
tion and amuse. The drivers of these car-
riages are interesting characters who live 
on Spetses. There is only one road that 
can be used for this trip and it runs along 
the sea shore and the taverna was on the 
edge of the sea and while dining you en-
joy the smell and sound of the sea. 

Before leaving the taverna my wife 
pointed out the various plants that were  

ety of potted plants that were there, my 
wife and I left the taverna holding hands 
and walked to our hotel using the seaside 
road which was lighted up by a bright 
moon. With the surf so close and the stars 
appearing be just above us, we were pro-
vided with an environment that made us 
realize how good life can be and that there 
may very well be an Eros directing us to-
ward a Universal Harmony. 

We were so satisfied with the sea food 
at the Petralis taverna that we went there 
the next day for lunch. As it so often hap-
pened on the trip, my wife became in-
trigued with violet blossoms that were 
growing on a green vine-like bush that was 
going over the edge and down the small 
cliff to the sea. She brought a blossom to 
the table to examine it and its beauty de-
fied description. The blossom is about 
one-half inch in diameter and made up of 
many needle-like petals emanating from 
its center like rays from the sun. We dis- 

growing on the taverna grounds. For ex-
ample, the vassiliko (basil) that we also 
grow at home but also the basil that is 
native to Greece. After looking at a vari- 
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covered, from a woman at an adjacent ta-
ble, that on the island of Samos the flow-
er is called mesimeraki, that is, flower of 
the afternoon because of the time of day 
its blossoms are open. 

My wife enjoyed the island very much 
because it is a botanical paradise and the 
traveler should be aware of this impor-
tant attraction. Other flowers found on 
Spetses are: hydrangeas, jasmines, hon-
eysuckel, geraniums, roses, hibiscesses, 
myrtle and oleandars. Bushes and trees 
include: basil, rubber, almond, palm, cy-
press, lemon, orange, laurel, and willow. 
If you have a nose and eyes, you will be 
able to smell and see these in a gorgeous 
environment as well as surrounding the 
gates to private homes and in the front 
and back yards of these homes. 

The horse and carriage drivers will 
gladly take you to the Old Harbor where 
ship-building is still flourishing today. 
The short trip is very pleasant and our 
driver was very knowledgable about the 
area as well as being congenial, friendly 
and receptive to conversation. Along the 
edge of the road we saw many of the 
homes that has made Spetses architectu-
ally interesting. Large white houses with 
many windows and balconies that look out 
to the sea. There are large yards with flow-
ers and wells and the roofs are usually of 
red tile. The combination of these colors 
makes a fascinating picture. Like castles, 
they are built with high walls in the front 
and interesting stairs take you up the home 
while small lamps lend the final touch to 
their beauty. 

Perhaps the most important of these 
mansions is the one that belonged to 
Chatzigiannis-Mexis, the first governor of 
the island, housing the local museum with 
heirlooms from the Revolution of 1821. 
About midway of the trip we saw the Byz-
antine church Aghios Nikolaos and be-
yond that several tavernas with tables on 
the edge of the water. At night you can 
try the syrtaki dance after tasting a little 
ouzo in a picturesque old taverna, or 
choose one of several discos and dance 
till the early hours. 

Spetses is fast becoming a commercial 
island and it has changed radically over 
the past 10 years. There is nothing parti-
cularly new here because it has happened 
to other islands, for example, Chios and 
Samos located in the Aegean. But Spet- 

ses was a piece of virgin earth, pristine 
and innocent and it succumbed to the si-
ren call of tourism. My wife was on the 
island in the late 60's and nostalgically 
recalled an island whose only mode of 
transportation was the horse and carriage. 
Five or six years ago the island allowed 
the introduction of two-wheel motor ve-
hicles. There is nothing subtle about a 
motorcycle and during the night, it de-
stroys your peace and tranquility. The vis-
itor should be aware that these machines 
pollute the atmosphere and add consider-
ably to the noise level. Hotels should be 
selected carefully lest you have one of 
these monsters passing under your win-
dow at some late hour of the night. 

During our too brief stay on the island, 
we met some people at the Poseidon Ho-
tel who stand out in terms of their back-
grounds, experience and interests. There 
were two young women attending a Eu-
ropean Unity conference that was taking 
place at Anargyrios College. One was 
from Florence, Italy and the other a grad-
uate student at the University of Califor-
nia, Los-Angeles. It was delightful talk-
ing with them at breakfast. We also talked 
with a Greek woman who retired after 
spending some 40 years as an economist 
representing Greece on the International 
Monetary Fund. The fourth person was a 
Greek businessman from Athens who was 
very successful dealing in leather prod-
ucts. It may sound corny, but it was a stim-
ulating experience to become acquainted 
with such diverse individuals. I am again 
reminded of Kazantzakis and what he re- 

ported after visiting Japan: "Surely while 
traveling you find all that you have with-
in you. Without wanting to you choose 
and select whatever corresponds more to 
the needs or curiosities of your soul." 

In the above, I have tried to take you 
for a visit to one small part of Greece as 
seen through the eyes, ears and nose of a 
Greek-American who has his roots in the 
Peloponnese. But as you see, I also looked 
at Greece being influenced by the writ-
ings of Henry Miller and Nikos Kazantz-
akis. More important, though, I saw Spet-
ses with my wife who was born and lived 
on Samos and was familiar with island 
life. The people of the islands form a kind 
of subculture of Greeks; each island has 
its music, culinary arts, idiomatic expres-
sions as well as a dialect. In the summer 
months the weather is always cooler than 
the main- land and the surrounding wa-
ters are crystal clear. My wife, therefore, 
was my real guide to this charming and 
enchanting island. 

In addition, I have tried to sensitize the 
reader so that when you visit Greece you 
will be able to experience the subtleties 
and hidden beauty that you might other-
wise miss. In a real sense Kazantzakis is 
correct in that "every perfect traveler cre-
ates the country he travels in." In the film, 
Tea in Sahara, a tourist is defined as some-
one who thinks about going home as soon 
as he arrives in a country; a traveler is 
defined as someone who might not return 
home. If you are going to visit a country, 
it might be wise if you saw yourself as a 
traveler. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • OOOOO • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Honors for Hellenes and Philhellenes 
from the American Hellenic Institute 
The American Hellenic Institute 

honored seven distinguished Hel-
lenes and Philhellenes at the 21st Anni-
versary Hellenic Heritage and National 
Public Service Awards Dinner on March 
2, 1996 at the Four Seasons Hotel in 
Washington, D.C. 

The evenings attendance was graced by 
seven honorees and over 300 family, 
friends and supporters from across the 
country, including Greek Ambassador 
Loucas Tsilas, Cyprus Ambassador An-
dreas Jacovides, U.S. Congressman Chris-
topher Smith (R-NJ), and international 
guests from Venezuela, Canada, Greece 
and Cyprus. 

The honorees presented with the Hel-
lenic Heritage National Public Service 
Awards for their outstanding career in 
public service were Greek-American Con-
gressman Ron Klink (D-PA), and Human 
Rights Activist Kathryn Cameron Porter. 

Left to Right: New Jersey State Assemblyman Steve Corodemus, AHIPAC Chairman 
Savas Tsivicos, Congressman Christopher Smith (R-NJ), Mrs. Pamela Jacovides, 
Cyprus Ambassador Andreas Jacovides, and Panos Papanicolau, President-Cyprus 
Federation of America 	 Photos by Bill Petros 

From Left to Right: William Avtgis Hunter, John Rigas, David Weinberg Ph. D., Kathryn Cameron Porter, George 
Hatsopoulos, Efthimios Vidalis, Savas Tsivicos, Olympia Dukakis, Congressman Ron Klink (D-PA), and Eugene T Rossides 
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Zap-AV 4atter 

JOHN VITELAS 
ANGELOS LAMBROU 

GARdEN 

Cp►fE 

147 EAST 60th STREET, N.Y. 10022 
Tel (212) 832-8972 

The Hellenic Heritage Achievement 
Awards were presented to Mr. Efthimios 
Vidalis, 	President, 	Compos- 
ites-Owens-Coming, Dr. George N. Hat-
sopoulos, Chairman, Thermo Electron, 
John J. Rigas, Chairman & President, 
Adelphia Cable Communications, Olym-
pia Dukakis; Academy Award winning 
actress, and David R. Weinberg, Ph.D., 
distinguished scholar and philhellene. 

Mr. George Veras, accomplished tele-
vision producer and director of sports and 
entertainment, served as Master of Cere-
monies. Mr. Veras, known best for his 
work with CBS Sports and as the produc-
er for Yanni's concerts, led the audience 
through an evening full of impressive, 
colorful. and distinguished honorees. 

The honorees recounted personal, poi-
gnant stories all interacting with the com-
mon theme of the importance of Helle-
nism and the role of the family structure 
in shaping their values, identities and 
achievements in history. 

Efthimios Vidalis, the first AHI Award 

The Honorees also attended a reception hosted by Greek Ambassador and Mrs. Loucas 
Tsilas. Ambassador Tsilas converses with George Hatsopoulos and John Rigas 

XapoOlicvo ilciaxa yta 62oug roug EAAnvEg 

Kat yta tnv K.Orrpo Kat ni 13. "tInetpo 
va J3pouv up/ eAcuOepia mug 

Dr. & Mrs. 

BASIL J. PHOTOS 

JOHN E. PITTAS 
LAW OFFICE 

Attorney John E. Pittas (former partner of Law Office Kordas & Pit-
tas) announces the formation of his new office at: 

30-01 30th Avenue 
Astoria, NY 11102 
Tel: (718) 726-4184 
Fax: (718) 726-4291 

General practice specializing in purchase, sale and refinance of real 
estate, Estates and Estate planning (Wills and Trusts), commercila 
matters (Corporations, Partnerships, purchase and sale of business), 
Powers of Attorney, Affidavits, Uncontested Divorces, translations 
from English to Greek and Greek to English. Corresponding Office in 
Cyprus available for all your legal needs there. 
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American Hellenic Institute Jan Hellenic Institute 

Accepting the Hellenic Heritage Achievement Award, from left, John Rigas, Dr. William Avtgis Hunter and David Weinberg. 
At right Savas Tsivicos new AHEPA chairman, addressing the guests 

recipient of the evening, highlighted his portance of the family structure stating, strength each of us needs to deal with the 
family's difficulty in opposing the Greek "Family life, central to Hellenic culture, challenges of life...our challenge as par-
Dictatorship from 1967-1974 and the im- provides the anchor, the inner core, the ents, as people, and where we will be ul- 
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Greek Broadcasting Network of New York 
"EAANNIKEE APMONIEL" 

Twpa aro WGBB 1240 AM 
KdOE ptpo 10:00-11:OOpm 

Aturtpa twc KOI nOptliTKEUA 

H EAAHNIKH PAAIOMONIA NEAF 
YOPKHZ "EAAHNIKEZ APMONIEE" pE TO 
yvwcno KC1 6npopiAn PobionapayuyO MANO 

rAAANH nou yia 22 oAdanpa xpOmo flpfa-

KETC11 KoOnpEpivO Koval C7TriV OpoytvEto Tnc 
Ntoc YOOKI-K KCil TWV yEITOvIKWV nOAITEIWV 
NECK YEOCTErK KC1I KOVEKTIKOT, OUVEX(ZOUV 
va ENO TO MONAAIKO KAOHMEPINO 
KAI TO MEIAAYTEPO EMr1OPIKO np6- 

YP0P1-la TIN Ntoc Y6pKric Kal Twv ncpixCipwv, nou cptpvouv Inv EAXO6a 
Koval OCK. ME VEci an6 Try EAAO5a, auvEvrageic, opoyEvElaKtc Ei5ncloc, 
aDAnTIKEc E1511CJEK EKAEKTri pOIJOIKr1 Kol TpayoUbio, onclviec nxoypocpricroc, 
nolowtc EKnopnEc Kai O,TI ok10 EvoloccitpEi KC11 yEpfzei Touc okpooTtc/ 
oKpoctrpiEc Kai yEvIKO Tnv opoyEvEimn omoyEvElo. 

TlapaKaAoulkirE KaOripepar6 an6 TO WGBB 1240 AM 10:00-11:00p.p. 

dEYTEPA EQE KAI 11APAEKEYH 

rta nAtipocpopleg TOECpWVI)CYTE: (718) 728-6114 FAX (718) 728-6188 

Master of Ceremonies George Veras presents Kathryn Porter with Hellenic Heritage National Public Service Award. right 
Mark Fuller presents Efthymios Vidalis with Hellenic Heritage Achievement Award 

For Subscriptions to the Greek-American Review 
call 212/967-5017 

timately measured for our success, is 
whether our children will, in their way, 
be a live link between the U. S. and 
Greece." 

Moving and memorable remarks were 
made by Honoree George Hatsopoulos, 

Tom Geanopoulos presents Congress- 
man Ron Klink (D-PA) with the Hellenic 
Heritage National Public Service Award 
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At Hellenic House Reception earlier in the day. L to R: William Avtgis-Hunter, John 
Rigas, George Hatsopoulos, Efthimios Vidalis, Olympia Dukakis, George Spyropoulos, 
David Weinberg Ph.D., Elias Gyftopoulos, and Eugene T Rossides, founder of AHI. 

who spoke of and paid special tribute to 
the support and friendship extended to him 
by the American people since his arrival 
to the United States in 1948. 

Honoree John Rigas, in highlighting his 
long and successful career in the cable 
television industry, expressed the special 
role his Greek heritage played in the cul-
tivation of his achievements. He fondly 
related stories of his families business in 

Wellsville, PA and the encouragement 
and support of the Greek American com-
munity in Pennsylvania. 

Academy award winning actress Olym-
pia Dukakis, in accepting her award spoke 
of the "appetite for life" of her Greek rel-
atives and displayed her appreciation for 
AH1's support of a Greek American in-
volved in the arts. 

Kathryn Porter, human rights activist  

and wife of Congressman John Porter 
(R-L) commented on her work in coun-
tering the abuses of human rights by the 
Turkish Government in Southeast Tur-
key. In describing her involvement in the 
recent CBS "60 Minutes" report docu-
menting the illegal actions of the Turk-
ish military against Kurdish civilian, she 
said, "the '60 Minutes' report was the first 
time we were able to tell the American 

We invite you to join the unique family of 

HELLENIC PUBLIC RADIO COSMOS FM 
Broadcasting in New York seven days a week, over WNYE 91.5 FM 

•Monday to Friday, 7-8 pm (programs in English, 15" news in Greek) 
•Saturday, 12 noon to 3:30 pm (program in Greek) 
•Sunday, 9 am to 1:30 pm (program in Greek) 

HPR - COSMOS FM is a member-supported Greek-American NAtional Radio Service, 
offering its services to our Community since 1987! Tel. (718) 728-1500 
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Arthur Dukakis presents the Hellenic Award to Academy Award Winning Actress Olympia Dukakis. At right George Hatsopoulos 
accepts the Award from Barry Rogstad. 

people how biased U. S. policy is towards behalf of the Greek American communi-  of Imia he stated, "Everyone says to me, 
Turkey." 
	

ty and specifically on the issues of Cy-  'its just a pile of rocks'...well, yes it is a 
Congressman Ron Klink addressed the prus and the recent incident in the Aegean pile of rocks... but they are Greek rocks!, 

guests with an account of his activities on between Greece and Cyprus. On the Isle NOT Turkish rocks." 
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Dr. James H. Doundoulakis, D.M.D., M.S. 
Implant Tooth Replacement 

Cosmetic Dental Rehabilitation 
General Prosthetics 

wishes the readers of the 

GREEK AMERICAN 

A MOST 
HAPPY EASTER! 

Manhattan (212) 753 - 7966 

DIMAS, CHOI AND LOPEZ 
uoiyopmet rpacpc(a netanc 

ynicrewq VOI.ILKO3V UTTOOCJECOV 
Me eitaKet Tintia-ra yia pe-ravao-reuTiKet etpata, noXi-
Toypacniactc, aTuVipara Kai yia )(dee unoecan oTriv 
Daeitia. 16iaf-repa yta rIXTipgoOcria, ayopancoAnaisq, 
yoyiKic napoxic, tanpoyopiKei, an000xtq, acopetc, 
pe-racppcicreig, ciarlytKet oiaria-rfipia Via naLbLd yeyyripeva 
et•cO, eyopKoug 61-94creic, gOUGL060Tl1Ottc K.T.X. 
Aneuetiyeaee o-ra rpacpe(a µac pe epnia-roathm Kai 
I3ef3aio-rn-ra yia Tny anOXu-ra tyKupri, rafpri eyripepwcrri 
Kat Taxeia gunive-rnan Gag. 

Ithrrolia Oa exoupe Kai ypapeio OTO FORT LEE, N.J., 
yta TOUR opoyeveic TiAoug paS OTO NEW JERSEY. 

Iuvepyeang AieuOuvTfic EAA iVLKOU Tiirj1.1CITOq 
EFIYPOZ F. KOYTIOYMFIINAZ 

DIMAS, CHOI & LOPEZ 
521 5th Avenue-19th Floor 

New York, N.Y. 10175 
Tel:(212)687-5725-Fax:(212)687-8948 

The final honoree of the evening, 
scholar and philhellene Dr. David Wein-
berg, recounted the proud history of An-
cient Greece and the importance of Hel-
lenism in our modern society. He stated, 
"Hellenism is the foundation of our civi-
lization upon which we continually build. 
It is a vital, contemporary component of 
our lives. It permeates our thoughts, in-
fluences our ethics, shapes our art, struc-
tures our literature, strengthens our dem-
ocratic institutions, reforms our education, 
and advances our science and 
technology...Hellenism has spoken to and 
influenced every epoch of our history and 
it speaks to us now and influences our 
own." 

Along with the presentation of Awards 
was the introduction of the new AHI 
Chairman Dr. William Avtgis Hunter, a 
long time supporter of the Institute and a 
prominent Greek American. In accepting 
his position, Dr. Hunter highlighted the 
future goals of the AHI stating, 

"We must bring all forces together to 
expand our public policy and our cultural 
issues. We need to build a consensus 
among ourselves and our many Hellenic 
organizations. I believe strongly that our 
task is for the benefit of our children and 
for our grandchildren and we owe it to 
them in making sure that they know where 
their roots came from." 

Savas Tsivicos, the new AHIPAC 
Chairman, followed Dr. Hunter's theme 
in stating, "We have an obligation to each 
other, to our children, to our community, 
to our heritage and ancestors, but most 
importantly we have an obligation to Hel-
lenism. Hellenism is more than an ethnic 
identity, it is an ideal that we must pre-
serve and deliver to the next generation." 

In a special dedication, Leonidas Vam-
vakaris, representing the Greek Shipown-
ers Associations for Passenger Ships, pre-
sented the honorees with a special plaque 
in appreciation of their accomplishments. 

A special guest of the evening was 
Christos Rokofyllos, member of the Greek 
Parliament, who spoke eloquently in re-
laying greetings from Greece and thank-
ing AHI and Greek Americans for their 
efforts in strengthening U. S.-Greece re-
lations. 

This special event brought together 
Greek Americans from across the coun-
try who support the efforts of AHI/ 

AHIPAC and their dedication to strength-
ening relations between the United States 
and Greece and Cyprus, and within the 
American Hellenic Community. The In-
stitute from its founding in 1974 has sup- 

ported the rule of law in international af-
fairs, the security and inviolability of 
Greece's borders, freedom for the people 
of Cyprus, and the promotion of Helle-
nism. 
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Greek - Americans in Review By SUSAN K KLERIDES 

DR. WILLIAM AVTGIS-
HUNTER ELECTED AHI 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 

AlT
erican Hellenic Institute Chair 
an Eugene T. Rossides has an-

nounced that Dr. William Avtgis-Hunter 
of Maryland has been elected Vice-Chair-
man of the AHI board of directors. Dr. 

Dr. William Avtgis Hunter 

Hunter has been an active member of the 
Greek American community on both the 
national and local levels. His 35-year ca-
reer includes 25 years of extensive experi-
ence with the federal government and 10 
years in the private sector. 

During his tenure with the Federal gov-
ernment, Dr. Hunter served as an aide for 
procurement policy to the Chairman of 
the Senate Armed Services Committee; as 
Associate Administrator at the Office of 
Federal Procurement Policy within the 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB); Director, White House Federal 
Acquisition Institute; OMB Chair-Profes-
sor at Defense Systems Management Col-
lege; Assistant to the Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense; and Professor at the 
Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, 
CA. 

Dr. Hunter is credited with developing 
and implementing major policy and leg-
islation affecting the federal government. 
He is a respected authority on government 
relations, and a noted lecturer, teacher,  

and author of many articles. He has re-
ceived Presidential recognition for his ef-
forts in developing and implementing ac-
quisition policies and regulations, includ-
ing privatization for many governmental 
services. 

In 1986 he established and became 
CEO of W N Hunter & Associates, which 
specializes in federal procurement policies 
training and contract management, and 
Hunter Medical, Inc., a major provider 
of health care services, medical supplies, 
and equipment in the United States and 
abroad. 

Dr. Hunter recently received the title 
of Archon of the Order of Saint Andrew 
from his All Holiness Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew in Constantinople for 
his charitable work in the Greek Ortho-
dox Church. He is committed to support-
ing the religious freedom of Orthodoxy 
throughout the world, including the per-
sonal safety of Patriarch Bartholomew 
and the reopening of the Halki Patriar-
chal School of Theology in Turkey. 

He received his B.S. degree in Engi-
neering from Northwestern University, an 
M.B.A. from the University of Hartford, 
an M. S. in Operations Research from the 
Navy Postgraduate School in Monterey, 
CA, and a Ph.D. in Business Administra-
tion from California Western University/ 
Navy Postgraduate School. Dr. Hunter is 
married to the former Roula Dovinos and 
they are active members of the Saint 
George Church in Bethesda. They have 
three children, Nicholas, President of 
Hunter Medical, Inc., William, a neuro-
surgeon, Marie, a teacher, and three 
grandchildren. 

DEAN PAPADEMETRIOU 

r\can Papademetriou, Special As 
llsistant Corporation Counsel for 

the City of Boston, was appointed by 
Mayor Thomas M. Menino to the Assess-
ing Department's Board of Review. Pa-
pademetriou will make legal determina-
tions regarding the property tax exemp-
tion status of nonprofit organizations. To-
gether with the other members of the 
Board of Review, he will also review and 
approve or deny staff tax abatement rec-
ommendations. In addition, he will con- 

tinue to represent the City in contract, tax 
and redevelopment matters. 

Papademetriou is a member of the bars 
of Massachusetts, New York and United 
States Supreme Court. He graduated from 
Boston College Law School and the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania where he studied 
Economics, English and French. He is 
currently a member of the steering corn- 

Dean Papademetriou 

mittee, as well as the editor of the news-
letter, of Boston Bar Association's Com-
mittee of Lawyers for the Arts. 

Papademetriou is a son of the Rever-
end Dr. George C. and Presvytera Atha-
nasia Papademetriou. Father Papadem-
etriou is Director of the Library and As-
sociate Professor of Theology at Hellenic 
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College Holy Cross School of Theology. 

CHAIRMEN OF GREEK 
AMERICANS FOR 

CLINTON/GORE NAMED 

The Chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee, Don Fowl-

er, has announced that John Catsimati-
des of New York and Angelo Tsakopou-
los of Sacramento, CA have been named 
chairmen of "Greek Americans for Clin-
ton/Gore." Mr. Catsimatides and Mr. 
Tsakopoulos have been actively involved 
in the Democratic parry, and both were 
prominent in President Clinton's success-
ful 1992 campaign. Mr. Catsimatides is 
chairman of the Red Apple Group, a pri-
vately held New York based company 
with holdings in supermarkets, oil refin-
eries, and real estate. Mr. Tsakopoulos is 
chairman of AKT Development, one of 
California's premier land, development 
corporations. During his announcement, 
Don Fowler said the following: 

"We feel Mr. Catsimatides and Mr. 
Tsakopoulos have the ability to organize 
the Greek American community square-
ly behind the President's reelection effort. 
These gentlemen are very successful in 
their respective businesses and we are con-
fident they can transfer their business tal-
ents to the political arena. The President 
and the Democratic Committee are grate-
ful for the commitment of these men to 
the President's campaign in 1996." 

In response, Mr. Catsimatides said, "I 
am proud to serve on the President's cam-
paign. I know we will have a strong show-
ing in November which the Greek Amer-
ican community can take pride in for the 
next four years of this President's admin-
istration." Mr. Tsakopoulos added, "I 
have worked with President Clinton over 
the past several years and am delighted to 
work with him again. His personal inter-
est in strengthening United States rela-
tions with Greece and Cyprus offers our 
community the promise of continued 
progress and success in resolving key 
problems." 

Together, Mr. Catsimatides and Mr. 
Tsakopoulos envision a national organi-
zation and have begun appointing chair-
persons in regions around the country and 
each state. Further appointments are 
scheduled to be announced in the near 
future. 

ATLANTIC BANK 
PRESIDENT PETER 

VENETIS IS NAMED TO 
"TOP 40 UNDER 40"LIST 

Cain 's Business Magazine has 
amed Atlantic Bank President 

and CEO Peter Venetis to its "Top 40 
Under 40" list. Crain's compiles an annu-
al list of young New Yorkers who are con-
sidered to be the up and coming "movers 
and shakers" of the city. Mr. Venetis be-
gan his banking career in 1981 with Bank-
ers Trust Co., where he was responsible 

Atlantic Bank President and CEO 
Peter Venetis 

for business development with Fortune 
500 companies. Crain 's says the follow-
ing about Mr. Venetis: 

'Peter Venetis had two strikes against 
him when he stepped up to the mound at 
Atlantic Bank of New York four years 
ago: He had no experience in commercial 
banking and he faced a second year of 
losses. By shifting the bulk of the bank's 
bad loans off its books and paring its an-
nual expenses by 20%, Mr. Venetis has 
managed to get the $1 billion bank back 
on its feet. Atlantic Bank is expected to 
post $10 million in profits in 1995, com-
pared with $6 million in 1994." 

KIMON C. THERMOS 
TO RUN FOR NY STATE 

ASSEMBLY 

Democrat Kimon C. Thermos, a 
private practice attorney and na-

tive of Astoria, New York, will launch his 
campaign for State Assembly (36th As-
sembly District). Mr. Thermos earned a 
BA in Economics from New York Uni-
versity and graduated from St. John's Uni-
versity Law School in 1990. He was ad-
mitted to the New York State Bar in 1991. 
He began his legal career serving as Se-
nior Court Attorney to the Honorable 
Evelyn Braun and more recently with the 
Honorable Frederick Schmidt, both dis-
tinguished civil court justices. 

Mr. Thermos has taken an active role 
in improving conditions in the Astoria 
community. 

I>ATk Itt<5 
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He is an original task force supervisor 
for the Anti-Graffiti/Second Chance Pro-
gram. The goals of the program are to 
clean up Astoria neighborhoods and help 
rehabilitate youthful offenders. 

This innovative program accomplish-
es both goals by utilizing youthful offend-
ers serving out their sentences of commu-
nity service. Few tax dollars are spent and 
the results have been dramatic. 

Mr. Thermos also served as the Chair-
man of the Astoria North Cove Civic As-
sociation's civilian community crime pa-
trol group. In 1993 his contributions to 
the community were recognized by City 
Council Speaker Peter F. Vallone. He was 
appointed to Queens Community Board 
1 and currently serves on the Housing and 
Senior/Special Citizen's Committee. In an 
effort to increase citizen awareness and 
participation in the political process, Mr. 
Thermos has organized many voter regis-
tration drives and is Executive Leader of 
the Aldos Independent Democratic Orga-
nization 

CHRIS PHILIP JR. 
V.P. FOR POLYGRAM TV 

rikris Philip Jr. of Tenafly, NJ has 
k....,been named Vice-President of 

PolyGram Television International and 
will be running their New York office. He 

Chris Philip Jr. 

was previously Director of International 
Sales at Alfred Haber Film Distribution. 

Chris is one of the youngest Vice Presi-
dents at PolyGram and brings with him 
nearly 10 years of experience in the Film 
Industry.. 

NOMINATIONS FOR 
ELLIS ISLAND AWARDS 

Ns nominations for the Ellis Island 
edal closed last month, four 

prominent leaders of the Greek American 
community were among the earliest nom-
inations received. The four nominees are: 
Dr. Antoine Harovas, a practicing physi-
cian in New York City; James Moshovi-
tis, Chairman of Marsh Enterprises of 
Washington, DC; John Payiavlas, Chair-
man of AVI Food Systems, Warren, OH; 
and Leo Koulos, Chairman of the Nation-
al Coupon Clearing Service, Daly City, 
CA. 

FATHER STANLEY 
HARAKAS NAMED EDITOR 

OF GREEK ORTHODOX 
THEOLOGICAL REVIEW 

Father Alkiviadis C. Calivas, Presi 
dent of Hellenic College and Holy 

Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theol-
ogy, announced the appointment of Rev. 
Dr. Stanley S. Harakas as the new editor 
of The Greek Orthodox Theological Re-
view. Founded in 1953, the Review was 
the first Greek Orthodox Journal in the 
English language. Fr. Harakas succeeds 
Dr. Nomikos Michael Vaporis who served 
as editor for over 20 years. Dr. Nicholas 
Constas, a faculty member of Hellenic 
College and Holy Cross, has been ap-
pointed assistant editor, and Rev. Dr. 
John Chryssavgis, who joined the faculty 
at HC/HC this year has been named book 
review editor. Before joining the faculty 
at HC/HC Fr. Chryssavgis served as sub-
dean and lecturer for eleven years at St. 
Andrew's Greek Orthodox Theological 
College in Sydney, New South Wales, 
Australia. 

Fr. Harakas is the Archbishop Iako-
vos Professor of Orthodox Theology 
Emeritus. He taught Orthodox Christian 
Ethics for nearly 30 years at Holy Cross, 
from which he retired at the end of the 
1994-1995 academic year. He was Dean 
of Hellenic College for five years and 
Dean of Holy Cross for ten years 
(1970-1980). During this time, both 

Fr. Stanley S. Harakas 

schools were accredited and new degree 
programs were established. He has been 
a visiting professor at numerous institu-
tions in the Boston and New York areas. 

He has been honored for his academic 
and ecumenical achievements by Boston 
University and Holy Cross. Fr. Harakas 
is the author of eleven books and over one 
hundred articles, and has been very active 
in the World Council of Churches. He is 
a member of several professional societ-
ies, including the American Academy of 
Religion, the American Theological So-
ciety, the Orthodox Theological Society 
of America, and the Society of Christian 
Ethics. 

Fr. Harakas, who has served as pastor 
to parishes in Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
and Massachusetts is now actively retired 
in Florida with his wife, the former Emily 
G. Maniates of Boston. They have five 
children and three grandchildren. 

ENTREPRENEUR STEPHEN 
SPANOS CREATES 

SPIRITUAL MUSIC BOX 

Stephen Spanos, a 29-year old en 
trepreneur and President of his own 

company, Quest International, has creat-
ed the "Christ is Risen" music box. Mr. 
Spanos was inspired by the Resurrection 
Hymn, "Christ is Risen," and began a 
two-year process of developing his idea 
into a reality. Mr. Spanos and co-inventor 
Thomas Lampros, both musicians, came 
up with the music box idea after band 
practice one day in the fall of 1992. 
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Stephen Spanos 

Now in their third year of production, 
Mr. Spanos and Mr. Lampros both say 
the benefits come from customer satisfac-
tion. The "Christ is Risen" music box is 
made of light cherry wood and measures 
about five by six by three inches, and has 
an Orthodox cross engraved on the lid. 
The musical movement, which is under 
glass, is specially inscribed with the hymn. 
A compartment for jewelry is also built 
in. "It's a unique gift," says Mr. Spanos, 
"and although it's a music box, it serves 
as a reminder throughout the year of what 
we stand for." 

COUPLE HONORED BY 
SCHOLARSHIP ON 

50TH ANNIVERSARY 

On the occasion of their 50th wed 
ding anniversary, James and 

Evangeline Noucas of Laconia, NH cele-
brated their milestone with a traditional 
party, but their family and friends present-
ed them with a gift that was anything but 
traditional. The Noucases, who have ded-
icated their lives to education, were hon-
ored with the establishment of a scholar-
ship fund in their name to benefit local 
youth. "We all decided that a scholarship 
fund would be one way for our parents to 
give something back to the community," 
said their daughter, Mary Noucas Gar-
side. "Their priority in life has always been 
youth, and they still have a lot of faith in 
today's youth. In addition to their daugh- 

ter Mary, the Noucases have three sons, 
Jimmy, George, and Nick. Ms. Garside 
added that her parents hope to be able to 
award an annual scholarship of $1,000 to 
a deserving high school graduate living in 
Laconia who plans to go on to college. 

James Noucas, 82, was formerly assis-
tant principal at Laconia High School. He 
later became principal at Memorial Jun-
ior High School before becoming Laco-
nia High's first athletic director. He was 
also boys basketball coach from 1946 to 
1952. He eventually retired as assistant 
superintendent of schools in Manchester. 
Evangeline Noucas, 83, taught elementa-
ry school--third grade in Laconia and fifth 
grade in Manchester. Although they have 
been retired for some time now, the Nou-
cases remain active in their community, 
their church, and in their involvement and 
support of area youth activities. 

GREEK AMERICANS 
COAST TO COAST 

Judge Leo Milonas has received an 
award from the New York State Bar As-
sociation's House of Delegates for his 
work in the area of reforming the state's 
jury system. Justice Milonas recently re-
sumed to the Appellate Division after 
three years service as Chief Administra-
tive Judge. 

Constantinos A. Levanos, DDS is serv-
ing as vice president of the Massachusetts 
Dental Society. 

Haralambos Doumanidis has been 
named among the 30 best scientists in the 

United States and was given a special 
award by President Clinton. An assistant 
professor of mechanical engineering at 
Tufts University, Mr. Doumanidis is an 
active member of the Sts. Constantine & 
Helen parish of Cambridge, MA, serving 
as teacher in the Greek Language and 
Sunday Schools and assisting the chant-
er. 

Nicholas Cockinos of Norwell, MA has 
been named a Knight of the Million Dol-
lar Round Table Foundation, the philan-
thropic branch of the MDRT. A 27-year 
MDRT member, Mr. Cockinos attained 
MDRT Foundation Knight status for his 
significant contributions to the organiza-
tion. 

Since it was established in 1959, the 

Nicholas G. Cockinos 
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MDRT Foundation has donated over 
$5.8 million to more than 600 charities in-
ternationally. MDRT is an independent, 
international association of leading life 
insurance producers, each of whom has 
met strict ethical and production require-
ments to qualify. It members represent 
about 450 insurance companies from 
more than 50 nations. This year will mark 
Mr. Cockinos' 48th year with John Han-
cock. 

Alexa Zevitas, a member of the class 
of 1996 at Trinity College in Hartford, CT 
has earned faculty honors for the fall se-
mester. Ms. Zevitas is majoring in politi-
cal science and Spanish. 

Peter Cosmas Safronas, recently 
starred in the Salem State College The-
atre's production of the full-length play 
The Birthday Party. Mr. Safronas is a stu-
dent at the college in Salem, MA. 

Krystal E. Babalas of Belmont, MA, is 
currently performing the feature role of 
"young" Titania, Queen of the Fairies, in 
the Boston Ballet production of A Mid-
summer Night's Dream at the Wang Cen-
ter. Later this season, she will also per-
form in the Boston Ballet production of 

Krystal E. Babalas 

The LS sleeping Beauty. Krystal Babalas 
is a sixth grade student at the Chenery 
Middle School and a professional/A-tract 
student at the Boston Ballet School. 

Arthur J. Kyriazis, Esq., an attorney 
in Philadelphia and Delaware County was 
named the co chair of the Delaware Coun-
ty Schools Committee of the 
Harvard-Radcliffe Club of Philadelphia. 

The Delaware County Schools Com-
mittee is comprised of Harvard-Radcliffe 
alumni who interview high school seniors 
from the county applying for undergrad-
uate admission to Harvard Radcliffe Uni-
versity. Mr. Kyriazis has been an alumni 
interviewer for Harvard since his gradua-
tion from the university in 1981. He re-
ceived his Juris Doctor, cum laude, from 
Temple University School of Law in 1985. 
Mr. Kyriazis is the principal of Kyriazis 
& Associates Law Firm. 

Sam Galeotos of Atlanta, GA has been 
selected as a torchbearer for the 1996 
Summer Olympic Games. A 1980 gradu-
ate of the University of Arizona, Mr. Ga-
leotos is a member of the Annunciation 
Cathedral and the Atlanta Chapter of 
Ahepa. He was designated a community 
hero for his service to the United Way of 
Atlanta and assigned a torch-carrying leg 
of one mile in the ten-day, 1,800-mile run 
across the state of Georgia. His maternal 
grandfather, Chris Karajanis, was a par-
ticipant in the 1920 games in the shot-put, 
pole vault, and wrestling events. Mr. Ga-
leotos is employed by Worldspan Corpo-
ration as vice president of operations and 
customer service. 

Sophie Pappas Mastor was elected 
President of the St. Sophia Philoptochos 
Society of the St. Sophia Cathedral in Los 
Angeles, CA for the 1995-1997 term of 
office. A resident of Bel Air, Mrs. Mastor 
has served on the St. Sophia Philoptochos 
Board for the past eighteen years and has 
chaired every committee of Philoptochos 
including the Debutante Ball and Moth-
er's DayLuncheon. 

Paul Vallas, CEO of Chicago Public 
Schools, was the 1996 American Olympi-
ad honoree. Mr. Vallas heads the nation's 
third largest school district and the sec-
ond largest employer in Illinois with 
43,303 employees. The Olympiad, which 
focuses on math, science, social studies, 
English, and Greek. was held at the Plato 
Academy in Chicago. During the essay 

Paul Vallas 
exam. students were given certain facts, 
or in the case of English and Greek, a pas-
sage, and were then asked questions or 
their opinions about an issue or statement 
presented in a passage. 

Lou Leopold, a Greek Orthodox Scout 
from Camarillo, CA received the Proph-
et Elias Award during Scout Sunday ser-
vices at his home parish of St. Demetrios 
Church. Fr. Cyril Loeb made the presen-
tation after the divine liturgy. 
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Demetra Velisaros Jaquet, spiritual 
educator, Orthodox Representative, tands  
founder of Women's Orthodox Ministries 
and Education Network (WOMEN), will 
speak on "Women in the Church," at the 

i Church of Our Saviour in Rye, NY on 
Sunday, May 5th. Presented by the 
Philoptochos 	r  hiloptochos Society ofy R e, Mrs. Jaquet 

p  
will focus on the spiritual contributions 
of women in the Orthodox Church. past 
and Present. She received a Master of 
Divinity degree from the Iliff School of 
Theology and a Certificate of Religious 

Steve Georgiou, a scholar and profes-
sor in the San Francisco Bay area is the 
author of The Last Transfiguration: The 
Quest for Spiritual Illumination in the Life 
and Times of Saint Augustine. 

In his new book, Professor Georgiou, 
who lectures in the arts and interdiscipli- 

Demetra Velisarios Jaquet 

Studies at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology. Mrs. Jaquet teaches 
classes on comparative western religions 
and comparative eastern religions at Regis 
University in Denver, CO. She is also a 
pastoral psychotherapist at the Orthodox 
Pastoral Counseling Associates in Denver, 
and Assistant Director of Pastoral Servic-
es at the Hospice of St. John in Lakewood. 

Steve Georgiou 
nary humanities, discusses St. Augustine's 
quest for spiritual truth and enlighten-
ment, and the metaphysical meaning of 
light in St. Augustine's life and spiritual 
teachings. His other books include To 
Lords and Ladies of Byzantium: A Col-
lection of Tales and Legends Lamenting 
the Fall of Constantinople in 1453 and Al-
exander My Alexander: Poetry on the Life 
of Alexander the Great. 
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PROCLAMATION 
FOR THE 25th OF MARCH 

By the President of the United States 

While Hellenic literature, art, architec-
ture, and philosophy have profoundly in-
fluenced western civilization for over 
2,000 years, democracy remains the most  

precious gift to our world from the Greeks 
of ancient times. This manner of govern-
ment, placing authority directly into the 
hands of the people, has long fulfilled the 

needs and aspirations of freedom-loving 
nations around the world. Our founders 
chose to adopt the democratic system 
when declaring America's liberty, just as 
the Greek Constitution enshrines democ-
racy as the governing rule of the Hellenic 
Republic. 

It is one of history's great ironies that 
Greece, the birthplace of democracy, was 
subject for centuries to foreign domina-
tion, culminating in almost four hundred 
years of political suppression by the Ot-
toman Empire. The Greeks' age-old love 
of liberty remained strong, however, and 
in 1821, Greece began its successful strug-
gle for self-determination. 

Today, as we commemorate the one 
hundred and seventy-fifth anniversary of 
Greek independence, the citizens of 

HAPPY EASTER 
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To Our Donors and Foster Parents 

of the Needy Cypriot Children 
We Express Our Appreciation for 

Their Support and Best Wishes 
for the Holidays 

THOMAS C. KYRUS 
National Chairman & President 

and the Board of Directors of the 

Cyprus Children's Fund 

13 E. 40th Street 
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Greece and the United States remember 
that with democracy come great respon-
sibilities -- to seek peaceful solutions to 
civil differences, to foster freedom and hu-
man rights in all nations, and to ensure 
that our laws continue to build upon our 
strong democratic foundation. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder, Ameri-
cans and Greeks fought for these princi-
ples on the battlefields of World War II 
and through the dark days of the Cold 
War. Today, while we celebrate Greek in-
dependence, we also remember all those 
around the world who still endure oppres-
sion and are denied economic, social, or 
political freedom. In recent years we have 
seen many nations break the bonds of tyr-
anny, and we must continue to support 
others who seek to embrace democracy's 
promise. In doing so, we look forward to 
a day when people everywhere enjoy the 
rights and liberties that Greeks and Amer-
icans are so proud to share. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. 
CLINTON, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vest-
ed in me by the Constitution and laws of 
the United States, do hereby proclaim 
March 25, 1996, as Greek Independence 
Day: A National Day of Celebration of 
Greek and American Democracy. I call 
upon all Americans to observe this day 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, 
and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have-
hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of March, in the year of our Lord nine-
teen hundred and ninety-six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twentieth. 
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