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nver a thousand volunteers from emanating from various "mints of philhel- 
the West took part in the Greek lenic mendacity". But greater forces were 

War of Independence. They came from also at work. Numerous powerful ideas, 
Germany, France, Italy,the British Isles, common in European culture and con-
Scandinavia, the Low Countries, the Unit- sciousness at the time, worked in favour 
ed States and elsewhere. Most of them had of the Greeks. Principally, of course there 
to defy the laws of their own countries to was the belief that the modern Greeks 
come, and the physical difficulties and were the descendants of the fabulous an-
expenses of the journey were enormous. cient Greeks, about whose life and civili-
Over a third of them died, usually of dis- sation critical historical methods had 
ease, in the land which they helped to lib- hardly begun to be applied. Europe, it was 
erate. Behind the men who organised felt, owed a debt to the unfortunate chil-
committees, raised money, wrote pam- dren of these great men. But other ideas 
phlets, composed speeches, distributed were almost as stong, the age-old hatreds 
leaflets and exerted themselves in count- of the Christians for the Muslims, the at-
less ways to promote the cause of Greek avistic fear of the Ottoman Turks, the 
freedom. 	 once omnipotent orientals poised threat- 

It was a spontaneous movement which eningly on the frontiers of Europe, mem-
arose independently all over the western ories and legends of the Crusades invest-
world. The same sentiments were reiter- ed with a spurious glory. And then there 
ated in a dozen languages, the same mo- were more modern concepts which had 
tives led to Greece men from an astonish- been widely spread b y the wars of the 
ing variety of backgrounds and experi- French Revolution and Empire with 
ence. Nothing like it had ever been seen which ideas of political liberty were clev-
before. Philhellenism was a European erly linked in propaganda though seldom 
movement and its roots lay deep in the in practice was coming to be regarded in 
nature of European civilisation itself. 	Europe as a supreme good, requiring no 

Few people in the West doubted that further justification. 
the Greek Revolution was a just war. No 	The doctrine of those who opposed the 
group embarking on a violent revolution Revolution, namely that the Sultan was 
has ever started with such a vast capital the legitimate ruler of the Greeks and they 
accumulation of international goodwill as should render him obedience, carried no 
the Greeks enjoyed in 1821. Partly this was conviction. It was only gradually as news 
a result of simple igmorance about what of the real nature of the war began to fil-
was occuring in Greece or of uncritical ter through, that a more balanced judg-
acceptance of the lies and propaganda ment was possible. Some difficult ques- 

tions began to be asked. Was it really pos-
sible in Christian ethics to justify the ex-
termination of a racial minority just be-
cause thay were Muslims and their ances-
tors had committed atrocious crimes, as 
advocates of the Greek cause argued? It 
was said that in France everyone was ei-
ther Greek or Turk. But to be pro-Turk 
was always tobe branded as an unscrupu-
lous and inhuman reactionary. Public 
opinion, insofar as it can be measured by 
reasonably objective quantifiable indica-
tors, remained preponderantly in favour 
of the Greeks throughout the period of the 
war. 

When the Serbs tried to revolt earlier 
in the century nobody in Europe took 
much notice and certainly there were no 
shiploads of volunteers. The appeal of 
Greece was unique, and the Greek Revo-
lution came at a time when the conjunc-
ture of the ideas which constitute philhel-
lenism was at its strongest. For the 
strength of these ideas depended, to a 
large extent, on a continuing ignorance 
about the real nature of life and society in 
the Ottoman Empire. Few Europeans had 
visited Greece before the time of the Rev-
olution and the travel books which they 
might have read to supply the deficiency 
were often themselves manifestations of 
philhellenism. It is difficult nowadays to 
make the imaginative historical leap and 
appreciate how it was possible for gener-
ations of reasonably educated and sensi-
ble men genuinely to believe that Greece 
might be regenerated to a new Periclean 
age or that the eastern Mediterranean 
basis could become a new Christian em-
pire. 

If many of the governments and non-
philhellenes of the time appear cynical this 
is because of an un destandable impa-
tience with the prevailing naivety. One of 
the most interesting themes of the story 
of the philhellenes is how the ideas of phil-
hellenusm were not turned back. Howev-
er many disillusioned volunteers returned 
to Europe, there were always others ready 
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to discount their stories and take their 
place. Philhellenism was a kind of faith, a 
myth or a dogma, not susceptive to proof 
or disproof by experience or fact. 

The first wave of military volunteers to 
arrive in Greece were Italians. With the 
collapse of the liberal revolutions in Na-
ples, Sicily, and Piedmont, hundreds of 
Italian officers had to flee from their 
homeland. Many inevitably moved on to 
Greece from where exaggerated reports 
were cirrculating about the welcome they 
would receive. When the Italians discov-
ered that the regiments they had read 
about as being formed in Greece existed 
only in the newspapers, many drifted off 
to join more promising revolutions else-
where, to Spain or South America, or set-
tled in a more comfortable exile in En-
gland or the United States. 

It was not until many of the Italians 
had already left Greece that the philhel-
lenic movement in the West got under 
way. The expeditions sent by the Swiss 
and Germans from late 1821 to the end of 
1822 mark philhellenism at its most pure 
and its most pathetic. Despite the opposi-
tion of governments, calls went out for  

volunteers to fight in the good fight, and 
the response was overwhelming. It was a 
movement stimulated by intellectuals par-
ticularly bvy university professors and by 
churchmen who reiterated the same sen-
timents in lectures and sermons all over 
Germany. The professors were forced to 
recant their pleas by the governments but 
the stream of volunteers who came forht 
to answer them continued to flow. The 
governments of the larger German states 
took measures to stem the enthusiasm but 
with no success. The Greek committees 
in Switzerland and the south western Ger-
man states took measures to stem the en-
thusiasm but with no success. The Greek 
committees in Switzerland and the south 
western German states found themselves 
thrust into the leadership of the movement 
since here could they operate more or less 
openly. Volunteers from all over Germa-
ny found themselves drawn irresistibly to 
Darmstadt, Struttgart, and Frankfurt 
from where they passed to Switzerland 
across to France and down the Rhone 
Valley to Marseilles gathering more re-
cruits all the way. Several hundred men 
in all made the journey until the authori- 

ties succeeded in putting a stop to it, most-
ly officers who had been thrown out of 
work by the end of the European war in 
1815, but also students, professional men, 
gentlemen of wealth, workers, domestic 
servants, runaways, and individuals of 
every social class. 

The eight shiploads of philhellenes who 
left Marseilles for Greece befor the port 
was closed represented the ideal at its best. 
And they suffered more than any other 
generation. Many died of disease or want 
and about seventy were killed at the Bat-
tle of Peta where their attempts to fight a 
war according to European regimental 
tactics proved totally disastrous. During 
1822 and 1823 sirvivors of the great Swiss/ 
German expeditions were to be found all 
over the eastern Mediterranean region, 
hitch-hiking their way back to Europe, 
angry and sisillusioned at their treatment 
in Greece. 

Their contribution to the liberation of 
Greece in the military skills with which 
they were attempted against the Turks 
there was failure or disaster. The respect 
which the Greeks had previously felt to-
wards the skills of the Europeans quickly 
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vanished and was not restored until Ibra-
him's Albanians and Arabs showed what 
could be accomplished with the bayonet 
in 1825. The Europeans soon decided that 
the modern Greeks, whatever the virtues 
of their putative ancestors, were an un-
grateful, cowardly and barbarous race. On 
their return they turned on the philhellenic 
societies that had sent them, and so vocif-
erous was their anger that philhellenism 
in Germany died down for two years. 

By curious accident, the temporary 
withering of philhellenism on the conti-
nent in 1823 was matched by a new bloom 
in the English-speaking world. The Lon-
don Greek Committee, which now as-
sumed the leadership of the movement, 
was a very different organisation from the 
amateur societies of idealists which had 
preceded it. Its leaders were confident, 
rich, and powerful, and the organisation 
was nationally based. The German soci-
eties had wanted to lend a helping hand 
to struggling Greece by sending a few sol-
diers: the British philhellenes wanted to 
build a new Greek state on the philosoph-
ical and political foundations of 
Benthamite utilitarianism. 

They had in their minds an ideal of 
political organisation. A state should be 
republican and democratic. Its leaders 
should be elected and held to account. Its 
army should be a citizen militia with only 
a cadre of full-time professionals. The 
whole structure should be held together 
by an informed public opinion which 
would compare and contrast alternative 
public policies and cause statesmen to 
emulate one another in concern for pub-
lic good. 

It was a noble ideal and still is. It has 
become a model of a modern western 
democratic society and the British phil-
hellenes could not have been chosen a 
higher aim. But how could such a siciety 
be established in the semi-barbarous con-
ditions of revolutionary Greece where ri-
val warlords exercised arbitrary pesonal 
power over their tracts of territory by 
armed bullying and extortion? Where war 
between different regions and interest 
groups had already broken out? The Brit-
ish philhellenes, led by the indefatigable 
Colonel Stanhope, tried to paint a veneer 
of liberalism over the harsh social reali-
ties of Greece. They established newspa-
pers, although the articles had to be main-
ly written by themselves. They established 
elementary schools and a postal service. 
They established museums and learned so- 

cieties and spent untold energy in draft-
ing constitutions. They sent the most mod-
ern weapons (Congreve rockets) and 
skilled artificers and instructors. But, as 
with their staunch faith and hard work, it 
was impossible to turn Colocotrones or 
Odysseus into a forerunner of Mr. Glad-
stone. 

No one recognised this more clearly 
than Lord Byron although he died before 
th efull extent of the failure was no fanat-
ic. Almost alone of the philhellenes he 
tried to inform himself about the Greek 
situation before he arrived, not content to 
rely on an assumption of superior knowl-
edge. His hesitations and doubts were put 
down to lassitude, and he certainly lacked 
the self-assurance which is necessary to 
command a military force. The proud 
Byron Brigade's short career was a mix-
ture of farce and squalor, comic if one 
forgets how many of its colourful eccen-
tric officers perished in the swamps of 
Missolonghi. But Byron himself stands 
out among his fellow philhellenes as one 
of the few who had some awareness of the 
complexities of the situation into which 
he was introducing himself, an awareness 
too that Greek society was culturally dif-
ferent from his own, with different values 
and standards of conduct. Byron made a 
considered but sympathetic judgment on 
the character of the Greeks, avoiding the 
extremes of illusion and disillusion be-
tween which his colleagues almost noth-
ing. 

By 1825 the initiative had passed from 
the British to the French, A new phase of 
philhellenism had begun. Greece was seen 
by the French government as a suitable 
target for an ambitious foreign policy and  

they actively intervened in support of 
French philhellenic activities. (They were 
also actively supporting the invading 
Egyptian forces to an even greater extent). 
At the same time, with the collapse of the 
revolutionary government in Spain, 
Greece became the last refuge for the 
growing number of international revolu-
tionaries, mainly French Bonapartis and 
Italian carbonari, who had moved restless-
ly round the trouble spots of Europe in 
search of a useful role. 

From 1825 to 1827 the French 
Bonapartist Colonel Febvier, sustained by 
contributions from Europe, attempted to 
build up a Greek regular army trained to 
fight in European tactics. He had nearly 
a hundred philhellene military officers to 
help him, not for the most part young ide-
alists like the men of the German/Swiss 
generation of 1822, but hardened experi-
enced soldiers who had a direct personal 
interest in the country which was now 
their only home. Fabvier had greater suc-
cess than Norman and Byron and the oth-
er less well-known men who had tried to 
graft European military methods on 
Greece, but his efforts too ended in fail-
ure. The Greeks never did succeed in com-
bining European with local tactics and the 
circumstances attending the disaster at 
Athens in 1827 had a close resemblance 
to Peta in 1822. 

Greek independence was secured by 
the accident of Navarino. In 1827 the Ot-
toman forces, despite years of mismanage-
ment, were well placed to reconquer the 
revolted provinces, the Turks from the 
North, the Egyptians from the south. Only 
the ships of the Greek islands stood be-
tween them and victory, and the Greek 
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ships were no longer the power they had 
been in the earlier days of the Revolution. 
Admirsal Codrington, whose impetuosi-
ty brought on the battle, showed blatant 
favouritism to the Greeks despite his in-
structions, and was obviously himself ea-
ger for an excuse to attack the Ottoman 
fleet. But nations cannot afford to employ 
officers who do not obey their instructions 
and who kill the citizens of a friendly 
country, even if they charitably ascribe 
their actions to philhellenism. 

It will be noticed that in this gloomy 
catalogue of failure nothing has been said 
about the loans, the 2,800,000 raised in 
London for the Greek cause, largely 
throgh the instigation of a few leaders of 
the London Greek Committee. Although 
much of the loan money was wasted, em-
bezzled, misused, or simply lost, the 
amount was so great in relation to the re-
sources of Greece that the part which was 
spent in the service of the cause had an 
important effect. Cochrane, the steam-
ships and the American frigates were ex-
pensive and ineffective, although the bold 
and imaginative strategy which they rep-
resented was probably the right one for 
Greece at the time. With a little more luck 
the ships might have been decisive. As it 
turned out, the consequence of the sud-
den but short-lived wealth which had the 
greatest importance was an unexpected 
one. The money was shipped to Greece 
in the form of fine gold and silver coins 
and handed over to the government. The 
intention was, of course, that the govern- 

ment would be able to retain and arm a 
national military and naval force for use 
against the Turks. In the event, the gov-
ernment had only limited success in fight-
ing the Turks, but, for a few cricial months 
until the money ran out, they were able 
to behave like a government. In particu-
lar they were able to outbid the indepen-
dent warlords in the wages they could of-
fer. The government was thus able to 
bring Roumeliotes into the Morea to end 
the civil war there and to neutralise the 
effects of the defection of Odysseus. Not 
glorious achievements, not the stuff of 
which national legends are made, but the 
English gold did enable the fragile unity 
of free Greece to survive for the few 
months that made all the difference. 

But the London loans had little to do 
with philhellenism. Every cliche of the 
genre was employed in the propaganda 
associated with raising the money. But this 
was for cosmetic purposes only. The moti-
vation behind the English loans was, 
throughout the affair, principally com-
mercial. The rich subscribed to the Greek 
bonds because they offered an attractive 
return and the risks had not been pointed 
out. Before the bubble of the great specu-
lative boom of the 1820s burst, it was pos-
sible to raise money for virtually any mad-
cap scheme. The drain of money to the 
South American states which had recent-
ly revolted from Spain was enormous. No 
interest was ever paid except from new 
capital and one imaginative entrepreneur 
apparently had no difficulty in borrow- 

ing money on behalf of a non-existent 
state of his own invention. The people 
who subscribed to the Greek loans no 
doubt wished the cause well just as share-
holders are usually interested in the suc-
cess of their corporation, but this did not 
dictate their investment policy. 

What then did the philhellenes achieve, 
the thousand or so volunteers who went 
to fight in Greece and their backers at 
home? It has long been recognised that, 
in practical terms, their contribution to the 
winning of the war and th establishment 
of the modern Greek kingdom was mar-
ginal at best. A cold conclusion. But many 
have taken comfort from the theory that, 
even if they accomplished little on their 
own account, they had an important in-
direct influence. According to this theo-
ry, the philhellenes drew attention to the 
situation in Greece and stimulated public 
opinion in the European countries to such 
good effect that the governments were 
eventually compelled to take notice, and 
to adopt policies rather against their in-
clinations which led to the liberation of 
Greece. The expedition of Lord Byron, in 
particular, is often credited with having 
had a decisive psychological effect. 

To examine this theory it is necessary 
to find some measure of public opinion 
and to make a judgment on its influence 
on governments. Both are difficult but it 
is possible to hazard some tentative con-
clusions. As far as public opinion is con-
cerned, all the indicators number of books 
and pamphlets published, newspaper cov-
erage, parliamentary interest, strength of 
voluntary associations, occurrence of 
Greek themes in representational 
art suggest that philhellenism was very 
strong in Germany and, to a lesser extent, 
the rest of continental Europe in 1821 and 
1822. It then died away in Germany but 
revived in the wake of the great French 
revival of 1825 and 1826. In England, in-
terest was very slow in picking up: it 
reached its peak in 1824 at the time of 
Lord Byron's expedition but tended to 
decline from then on. In France, interest 
was high in 1821 and 1822: it died away 
markedly in 1823 and 1824 (presumably 
owing to the Spanish crisis in which 
France was deeply involvrd) but rose to a 
new high pitch of intensity in 1825 and 
1826. These must necessarily be qualified 
judgments. How can one measure the in-
fluence of 'The Isles of Greece' on its tens 
of thousands of readers? All attempts at 
objective measurement tend to treat good 
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and mediocre opinion-formers as equally 
influential. However, when all proper al-
lowances are made, the unanimity of the 
evidence gives confidence that the picture 
we have sketched out is broadly right in 
essentials. 

It is much more difficult to make judg-
ments about th eextent to which the gov-
ernments of the powers were influenced 
by philhellenic opinion. When govern-
ments are acting in ways which public 
opinion disapproves of or on which opin-
ion is sharply divided, they are usually 
strong enough not to be much deflected 
frm their chosen course. Besides, they are 
often endowed with superior knowledge 
of the facts of a situation and feel that they 
are more experienced and aware than the 
man in the street shouting his slogans or 
waving his placard. It is only in exception-
al circumstances that governments can be 
driven to actions which they do not want 
to take by public opinion. 

At the time of the Greek War of Inde-
pendence few European governments ad-
mitted that the ordinary inhabitants of 
their countries had a right to express opin-
ions on political matters at all. Even few-
er felt any obligation to listen. And of 
course the means of organising pressure 
groups were limited. In looking at the 
possible influence of opinion of the behav-
iour of governments it is also necessary to 
consider the broader political picture in 
which they saw the war in Greece. The 
great powers were bound to see the war 
in a European context, conscious of the 
possible effects on the balance of power, 
and of their interests at stake and no stra-
tegic aims of their own to promote, could 
afford the luxury of a foreign policy based  

purely on moral considerations. 
For all these reasons any judgment 

about the influence of philhellenism on 
governments must be extremely tentative. 
And there is no reason to assume that the 
aims of philhellenism were necessarily in 
conflict with the national interests of 
states. The most unambiguous case of a 
government adopting an openly philhel-
lenic policy is Ludwig's Bavaria, but this 
produced a handsome dividend later. For 
the larger countries it is clear that in all 
cases the existence of a philhellenic lobby 
at home was a very minor factor in the 
determination of policy. 

In 1821 and 1822, the great absolutist 
monarchies of Russia, Austria and Prus-
sia condemned the philhellenic move-
ment, root and branch. Philhellenes were 
thought of as dangerous radicals carrying 
the deadly contagion of revolution across 
frontiers and attempting to revive the ha-
tred Jacobinism which Europe had fought 
for more than twenty years to destroy. The 
smaller German states were gradually 
pressurised by Austria and Prussia until 
by the end of 1822 there were only a few 
corners of continental Europe (mainly in 
Switzerland and south west Germany) 
where the movement was not actively sup-
pressed. The three great empires never 
wavered from their policy of opposition 
although in 1826 a modest revival in oth-
er parts of Germany was permitted. 

The governments of the western pow-
ers, France and England, were more flex-
ible in their attitudes. 

The secret police of Restoration France 
kept a close watch on suspected philhel-
lenes from the start, suspecting with good 
cause that the philhellenic movement 
would contain a high proportion of op-
ponents of the regime, especially liberals 
and Bonapartists. In 1824, after the suc-
cessful French invasion of Spain freed 
their energies for other theatres of action, 
the French government embarked on an 
ambitious policy in Greece, aimed at es-
tablishing a virtual French protectorate 
over the country. They employed French 
philhellenes in pursuit of their policy; they 
permitted and then positively encouraged 
the work of the Paris Greek Committee; 
and appeared for a while in 1825 and 1826 
to be carried along by a wild rush of phil-
hellenic enthusiasm. In fact, however, 
whatever thye public protestations, 
French policy at this time was almost to-
tally void of moral con siderations. The 
French government provided active assis- 

tance to both sides of the war; encourag-
ing the Marseilles Philhellenic Society to 
send men and ships to Greece while build-
ing warships for use against them in the 
Marsilles dockyards; and cynically ex-
ploiting and manipulating the naive ide-
alism of youth. Between the outbreak of 
the Greek Revolution in the spring of 1821 
until the battle of Navarino in October 
1827 there were published in France alone 
at least 170 philhellenic pamphlets and 
230 books of philhellenic verse behaviour 
of successive French governments durring 
this period, it is difficult to conclude that 
they were influenced to do anything sig-
nificant in favour of the Greek which they 
might not have done in any case in pur-
suit of purely national interests. 

With the United States government, 
the contrast between the philhellenic elo-
quence of their public pronouncements 
and the of their concrete actions was even 
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HUMANE LETTERS DEGREE 
TO DEAN OF CATHEDRAL IN VA 

more marked. In speech after speech the 
Americans wished the Greeks well, but 
they consistently refused the one thing 
which the Greeks most desiredt diplomat-
ic recognition. They were prepared to see 
warships built for Greece on American 
soil subject to various flimsy subterfuges 
to disguise the real nature of the under-
taking, but this was export business. The 
United States government throughout the 
war saw that its relations with Turkey 
were far more important, and at the time 
when the Greek frigates were building in 
New York efforts were being made to in-
terest the Turks in similar business which 
they eventually agreed to Provide after 
Navarino. The Prime objective of Unit-
ed States policy in the Levant throughout 
the war was to negotiate a commercial 
treaty with Turkey to protect the lucra-
tive opium trade which was largely in 
American hands. Agents were sent to 
Constantinople to negotiate a treaty with 
the Turks at the same time as the Vice 
President of the United States was writ-
ing letters of introduction for American 
volunteers to take to Greece. 

It is however principally on alleged 
changes in the policy of the British gov-
ernment on which the advocates of the 
theory of Philhellenic influence rest their 
case. And there can be little doubt that it 
was largely through the efforts of the Brit-
ish government that a solution to the war, 
satisfactory to the Greeks, was eventual-
ly arrived at. George Canning was one of 
the most farsighted and effective Foreign 
Secretaries that the country had known 
and it was his policies which led to an un-
derstanding among the powers which 
made Greek independence possible. The 
Greeks are right to honour his memory 
as ofne of the architects of their nation 
state. 

But there is no need to ascribe Can-
ning's policies to any crude philhellenism 
of the 'Greeks good, Turks bad' type with 
which he was surrounded. He was a hu-
mane man and in his youth had even writ-
ten conventional Philhellenic verses of the 
type made popular by Byron but he was 
certainly' not pushed by public opinion to 
any actions which he did not have other 
good reasons for undertaking. He kept in 
close touch with the English philhellenes, 
using them both as instruments of his pol-
icy and as sources of intelligence, but 
throughout his career his main objective 
was the promotion of British interests. 

There is no need to ascribe the impor- 

RICHMOND, VA.-- Randolph Macon 
College, Ashland, Virginia, will award 

tant decision to accord belligerent status 
to the Greeks to pressure of public opin-
ion. To this day the British government's 
main criterion for according de facto rec-
ognition to a new or rebel government is 
the extent to which the regime exercises 
control; no question of approval or dis-
approval arises. The decision to accord the 
Greek warships belligerent status allowed 
the British naval squadron in the area to 
protect legitimate trade far more effective-
ly than previously. As Canning himself ex-
plained, the British traded both with 
Greeks and Turks; the Greeks had to be 
treated either as pirates or belligerents; 
and belligerency was more a fact than a 
principle. 

The decision to permit British philhel-
lenes to go to Greece seems to have been 
mainly dictated by the realizati-
on confirmed by extensive intelligence 
information that many of the French phil-
hellenes including the Knights of Malta, 
were virtual agents of the French govern-
ment. The decision to allow British mon-
ey to be spent on the Greek cause was 
largely due to considerations about the in-
dividual's right to dispose of his own prop-
erty. The Protocol and the Treaty of Lon-
don which derived from it were founded 
on the only sound diplomatic basis -- a 
negotiated agreement which maximised 
the nmutual interest of the countries con-
cerned. It was partly because the avoided 
rhetoric that Canning was so successful. 
As he said when the protest to Moham-
med Ali was being drafted, he liked it bet-
ter because it had nothing to do with 
-Epaminondas or St Paul. 

The philhellenes had very little effect 
on the outcome of the war either directly 
or indirectly. Nevertheless, in Greec they 
will always be honoured. The past can be 
adapted--without too much violence to 
the facts-- to serve the purposes of the 
present. Modern Greece, more than most 
countries, rests on national myths. The 
philhellenes have become a part of the 
myth, playing their part in emphasising 
the close links between modern Greece 
and the western powers. Most of them 
would have been content with this result. 

Rev. Constantine Dombalis the Doctor of 
Humane Letters degree at its annual com-
mencement on June 2, 1996. 

Some seven years ago, the University 
of Richmond, Richmond, Virginia, con-
ferred the Honorary degree of Doctor of 
Divinity upon our Dean. 

Dr. Dombalis was appointed by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan to the following po-
sitions: U. S. Delegate (rank of Ambassa-
dor) 38th Assembly of the United Nations 
in New York City, and the United States 
Civil Rights Commission. President Jim-
my Carter appointed the Dean to the U. 
S. Holocaust Commission for a term of 
six years. He also served one term on the 
United States Commission for UNESCO. 

In September 1995, Father Dombalis 
was among the one hundred U. S. reli-
gious leaders invited by President Clin-
ton and Vice President Gore to the White 
House Conference on cultural values. 

Father Dombalis served two years as 
President of the Virginia Council of 
Churches (Protestant, Catholic, and Or-
thodox), an Archdiocesan representative 
to the National Council of Churches and 
President of Richmond Area Clergy As-
sociation. 

In addition, Dean Dombalis has served 
the Governors of Virginia as Chairman of 
the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative 
Services, Electricity Cost Commission, 
Virginia Middle East Peace Commission, 
the Boards of Virginia Commonwealth 
University, the Medical College of Vir-
ginia and the Massey Cancer Research 
Center. 

Dr. Dombalis has served as President 
of the Alumni Association of Hellenic 
College - Greek Theological Seminary. 

During 1995, Father Dombalis found-
ed the Richmond International Airport 
Chapel currently under construction with 
a completion date in early January, 1996. 
In 1988, he established the Sts. Cosmas 
and Damianos residence for tne elderly 
and handicapped. 

Dr. Dombalis has served as Dean of 
the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Virgin-
ia since his ordination in July, 1954 and 
he retired in January 1996. 
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Jimmy Caras in 1933. On our cover Jimmy, last year, at age 84. 

JIMMY CARAS 
WORLD POCKET BILLIARD CHAMPION 

A Model of Dedication and Hard Work 

The career of Jimmy Caras, former 
world pocket billiard champion, reads like 
something out of Horatio Alger: a story 
of success attained by a lot of honest-
to-goodness hard work and plenty of prac-
tice, practice, practice! 

As a youngster, Caras, age 5, shot pool 
for the first time at the YMCA in Wilm-
ington. At age 7, that same little boy stood 
on a soft drink box and wielded a 
man-sized cue while practicing in his fa-
ther's poolroom at 8th & Market Streets 
in Wilmington. 

Then, after two world wars and a ma-
jor depression, some three decades after 
he began shooting pool, Caras returned 
from Chicago in 1949 with the title of 
national and world pocket billiard cham-
pion -- the only player in the history of 
the sport until that time to hold those joint 
laurels. Thus, after honing his skills on 
the green baize rectangle, Jimmy Caras 
emerged an international celebrity at the 
top of his craft. 

The Billiard Congress of America, 
Iowa City, Iowa, in 1977 elected Caras to 
its Hall of Fame, the second living per-
son to be so honored based, in part, on 
this record: 

* At age 17, he defeated the legendary 

Jimmy, that is James S. Caras, is the 
eldest of eight children born to Spiro 
and Helen Caravasilis, of Tripolis, 
Greece. In 1907, two years before 
Jimmy's birth, the family migrated to 
America and settled in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, where he was born in 
1909. Later, the Caras family moved 
to Wilmington, Delaware, where Car-
as, Sr. opened a billiard parlor. It was 
this move that was the initial stepping 
stone that paved the way to the bril-
liant career of James S. Caras. 

By JOHN J. DALY 

Ralph Greenleaf in an exhibition match, 
thus becoming known as the "Boy Won-
der of the World." 

* Nine years later, in 1936, he won his 
first world championship, and repeated in 
1938, 1939 and 1949. 

* In 1967, he won the U.S. Open in a 
field of 48 top billiard artists. His accom-
plishments in that tournament still stand 
in the record books for that size field. 

Born in Scranton, Pennsylvania, Jim-
my moved at an early age with his family 
to Wilmington, where his Dad opened a 
poolroom. Wilmington must have been 
the Promised Land for Caras, serving as 
the jump-ing-off spot for his meteoric rise 
in the billiard world. It was here, too, that 
he met and married a petite brunet, Mar-
jorie Cook, also of Wilmington, which 
over the years has been considered Jim- 
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my's home town. Their union produced 
three daughters: Diana, Linda and Mar-
jorie. From day one, Caras' wife always 
proclaimed, "I'm Jimmy's biggest rooter 
and supporter." 

The first professional tournament Car-
as entered was in New York City in 1933. 
The list of contestants in the tournament 
read like a "Who's Who" of the pocket 
billiard world: Greenleaf, George Kelly, 
Irwin Rudolph and Frank Taberski, among 
others. Caras, a lean and hungry compet-
itor in this dog-eat-dog contest, amazed 
the sporting gentry by finishing second to 
then champion Greenleaf. Interviewed at 
the time about his own skills, Caras said, 
"I've never taken a lesson from anyone ... 
I just go out and play pool." And did Car-
as play pool! A wizard at defensive strat-
egies, he also was a magician on the of-
fensive. Evidence of this was borne out 
by his spectacular high run of 127 balls, 
then a match play record he held jointly 
with the late, great Willie Mosconi. Fur-
ther testimony to Caras' talent was a high 
run of 256 balls in an exhibition match. 

Following his return from Chicago in 
1949 with the world championship, Car-
as spent two weeks before the motion pic-
ture cameras in Hollywood. The result: A 
Pete Smith feature titled "Super Cue 
Men," costarring Mosconi, himself a leg-
end in the sport. Traveling virtually non- 

stop, Jimmy's transcontinental exhibitions 
and tournaments that year alone covered 
100,000 miles. 

Reminiscing about the days of his 
youth in Wilmington, Caras recalled sev-
eral amusing anecdotes. Gus Caras, a 
younger brother whom Jimmy closely re-
sembled, was in a match in his father's 
poolroom. Gus was taking a terrific lick-
ing. While his opponent was busy shoot-
ing, Jimmy donned his brother's sweater 
and cap, and taking over for Gus, proceed-
ed to run 28 balls, followed by 34 more 
to win the match. Gus was seen in the 
background laughing convulsively, and 
the hoax came to a humorous conclusion. 

Another incident involved Jimmy's fa-
ther, Spiro, who had a penchant for wa-
gering small amounts on his fair-haired 
boy. The local lads with money to burn 
would visit the Caras billiard academy for 
the express purpose of taking on young 
Jimmy. One day, Caras Sr. encountered a 
"shark," who placed a $100 wager against 
the boy, and the match was arrranged. 
Meanwhile, Jimmy approached the cash 
register and saw only $17 in the till. Warn-
ing his father, Jimmy said," There's not 
enough money in the register to cover this 
match. What 're we going to do if I lose?" 
The elder Caras, a twinkle in his eyes, 
beamed down at the boy. "Son," he an-
swered, "you aint gonna lose." And Jim- 

my didn't! 
For the last nine years, Caras, as a 

member of its professional staff, has rep-
resented the Brunswick Billiard Co., of 
Bristol, Wisconsin, at trade shows spon- 
sored by the Billiard Congress of Ameri-
ca. These shows are held annually during 
July in various cities throughout the coun- 
try. Caras, despite his age, travels to all 
of them, be it in Las Vegas, Chicago, New 
York City or elsewhere. He continues to 
give exhibitions of his prowess at the ta-
ble and addresses the trade show entre-
preneurs on the intricacies of the game 
he so dearly loves. 

Following all those happy and suc-
cessful years in Wilmington, Caras mi-
grated to Delaware County, Pennsylva-
nia, living variously in Upper Darby, 
Springfield and Drexel Hill. He now 
lives in Jacksonville, Florida, where two 
of his daughters also reside. 

So the life of Mr. James S. Caras, erst-
while "Boy Wonder" from Wilmington 
has come full circle. From his Golden 
Days covering four decades, during 
which his work ethic and tenacity of pur-
pose earned him fame and fortune, until 
now in his Golden Years, at 86, he still 
is active, still productive, still success-
ful--a living symbol of a man who says 
of his years of dedication and endless 
effort to succeed, "It was all worth it." 
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A GREEK'S WITNESS 
TO THE "FINAL SOLUTION" 

By ALEXANDER VAVOULIS 

MAUTHAUSEN by Iakovos Kam-
banellis, Kedros Publishers, Athens, 
Greece. U S. Distributor: Cosmos Publish-
ing Co. 353 pp. $20.95. 1-800-COSMOS-
2. Translator: Gail Holst-Warhaft. 

This book was published in Greece in 
1963 and the translation published in Oc-
tober 1995. Mauthausen was an extermi-
nator camp during World War II com-
plete with slave work in its stone quarry 
and gas chambers, The camp held pris-
oners from many countries including 
about 1,400 Greeks. In the camp as a 
whole, 8 out of 9 either died from the hard 
labor or were exterminated in the gas 
chambers. Some 250,000 people died at 
this camp as a step toward the Nazis' fi-
nal solution. Kambanellis was a witness 
to the horrors that occurred at Mauthaus-
en. 

Kambanellis was interned at the camp 
from the summer of 1943 until he was 
freed by American soldiers. On May 5, 
1945, "a little before noon, a huge Amer-
ican tank, black with smoke and bat-
tle-scarred, broke down the gate of the 
Mauthausen camp and entered the gro-
unds." Before he left the camp, Kambanel-
lis began making notes of what he had 
witnessed. 

Mauthausen begins on the day of lib-
eration and then a series of flash backs 
tells what life was like at the camp. In this 
way he recalls how the but that was used 
as a hospital for the prisoners was allowed 
to become so filthy that the Germans 
cleaned the floors with water hoses. But 
their spraying was indiscriminate and they 
sprayed the patients in their beds, The 
water pressure was high enough to knock 
some of them out of their beds to the 
floor, a fall which some of them did not 
survive. 

Dr. Vavoulis is Professor Emeritus of 
Chemistry at California State University, 
Fresno. 

Another part of the book he describes 
the day when the prisoners who worked 
at the crematorium were told to take out 
a half-burned body, given knives and 
forks, and ordered to eat! The ones who 
didn't obey were killed for disobedience; 
those who obeyed were killed for canni-
balism. When there was a mass escape of 
some 400 prisoners, the Kommandant of 
the camp offered his men a prize of warm 
congratulations, three day 's leave and six 
bottles of wine for the person that brought 
in the most heads. 

These kinds of atrocities were taking 
place in this camp that was just outside 
the town of Mauthausen. Located in Aus-
tria, the town sits amid rolling hills and a 
verdant landscape. It is muzzled peaceful-
ly along the bank of the Danube River 
some 90-miles east of Vienna, 

Mauthausen is also a love story; it tells 
of the author's romance with a Lithuanian 
girl who is half Jewish. Even in their mo-
ments of quiet intimacy, they could not 
escape the brutality of their surroundings, 
During one such intimate moment they 
observed the guards tying two girls togeth-
er and then throwing them into the river. 
More than once, Kambanellis juxtaposes 
violence against human feelings and it is 
this contrast that reflects the unique char-
acter of this book. The translation of 
Mauthausen by Gail Holst-Warhaft 
makes it possible for the book to be read 
by people throughout the world. We, 
therefore, owe her a debt of gratitude. 

A poet, musician and author, Ho-
lst-Warhaft is a Lecturer of Greek Litera-
ture at Cornell University, 

Kambanellis did not return to Greece 
until three months after liberation. He 
became active in organizing the departure 
of other prisoners to their chosen desti-
nations. He and his love, Janina, were 
making plans for the future. But the ar-
rival of Janina's husband changed every-
thing and she goes with her husband to 
his hometown in Italy. When Kambenel- 

lis leaves Mauthausen he goes to Italy and 
finds Janina but she decides to remain 
with her husband. Kambanellis returns to 
Greece and subsequently becomes that 
country's leading playwright. Several of 
his dramas have been produced by foreign 
theaters, radio and television stations. In 
1965, Greek composer Mikis Theodor-
akis, writes a four-song cycle based on 
Mauthausen and called it The Ballad of 
Mauthausen . 

In telling this story, Kambanellis un-
folds a human drama of great complexity 
and high emotion. For it is a witness to 
brutal human behavior as well as to its 
most sublime possibilities. It includes the 
dehumanizing cruelty of the Nazis, the 
denial of the existence of the extermina-
tor camp by the townspeople, the simple 
human need of isolated prisoners for phys-
ical contact with another person, as well 
as the instinctive reversion to violence 
driven by fears of ideological and racial 
differences by the liberated prisoners. His 
book is the author's "report" to the peo-
ple of this earth; it tells how one group of 
people can dehumanize others. It contains 
a message that requires our attention if we 
are to live in a civilized society --a society 
where compassion and love is an impor-
tant part or human consciousness. 
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ASYLUM IN EUROPE 
Refugees-Asylum under Threat 

By Dr. JOHN A. XANTHOPOULOS 
Nova Southeastern University 

It was in Europe, the land of asylum, that 
the 1951 Convention - the legal bible of ref-
ugee rights - was born, and along with it 
UNHCR, the organization tasked with en-
suring it is respected. 

Last year the European union was the 
second largest contributor to UNHCR's an-
nual budget, falling just short of the United 
States. In 1993 along, Western European 
governments spent a total of $11,6 billion 
on the processing and reception of asylum-
seekers. 

European countries are, unquestionably, 
generous to refugees. But the fall of the Ber-
lin Wall and the collapse of communism 
have dramatically altered the asylum land-
scape across the continent -- to the extent 
that some observers fear that the basic con-
cept of asylum is in jeopardy. Increasingly, 
countries are pulling in the welcome mat that 
has been in place for refugees since the end 
of World War II. 

At the end of the war, everything was 
different. The war had wrought considerable 
damage and manpower was needed for re-
building, Moreover, during the heyday of the 
Cold War, many European nations had 
strong ideological reasons for welcoming 
refugees. 

Today the political and socioeconomic 
climate has changed. It has been years since 
growth was taken for granted. The empha-
sis now is on conserving what Europe has. 

Today's high unemployment -- 12 mil-
lion people jobless in Western Europe --
exacerbates a growing tendency toward xe-
nophobia. The European continent sees one 
racist attack every three minutes and recep-
tion centers for asylum seekers are all too 
often the target. 

Meanwhile, Europe is once again produc-
ing refugees. With the Yugoslav crisis and 
the dramas unreeling across the Caucasus --
in Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Chechnya 
-- the continent of Europe now counts more 
that 6.5 million refugees. 

"In 1990, if we had said to the Europe-
ans that a few years later they would be shel-
tering more than 500,000 refugees from  

former Yugoslavia, no-one would have be-
lieved it," says John Horekens, director of 
UNHCR's Regional Bureau for Europe. 

Although dire forecasts of a flood of mil-
lions of people from the former Soviet Union 
into Western Europe have not materialized, 
there was until recently a sharp rise in asy-
lum requests. In the 1970s, for example, 
Europe counted about 30,000 asylum seek-
ers a year. At the end of the 1980s, the fig-
ure had climbed to 300,000. By 1992, it was 
up to 700,000. 

The huge influx led the countries of the 
European union to reconsider their open 
policies. In 1993, Belgium, France, Germa-
ny, the Netherlands, Portugal and Britain 
began taking measures to stem the flow --
followed in 1994 by Denmark, Italy and 
Austria. Over time, these measures have 
become increasingly restrictive, to the point 
where critics say government efforts to bar 
economic migrants -- no matter how justi-
fied -- are eroding the very foundations of 
asylum. 

Europe does not, in fact, suffer from any 
asylum problem. It has an immigration prob-
lem -- and refugees, unhappily, pay the price. 
In recent years, 80 percent of the world's 
refugees have fled from one poor country to 
another poor country. Very few have actu-
ally ended up on the doorstep of the richer 
nations of Europe. 

UNCHR's Horekens compares the influx 
of refugees and of immigrants to two streams 
which for a long time flowed side by side, 
without problems. But when one stream was 
dammed -- the immigrant stream -- it over-
flowed into the refugee channel. The result 
was a flood. Since the 1970s, Western Eu-
rope's doors have progressively closed to 
immigration. The only entryway for people 
in search of better economic conditions --
but who are not necessarily fleeing perse-
cution -- is to request asylum. 

These economic migrants make a clever 
bet; that they will be able to work for as long 
as it takes to examine their asylum request 
-- often, several years. At worst, after rejec-
tion they will return home with a purse full  

of money and, perhaps, new skills. At best, 
they will be allowed to remain for humani-
tarian reasons. About a quarter of the 80 per-
cent of asylum seekers who are refused for-
mal refugee status are given such 
humanitarian status, in part because it is 
extremely difficult to deport them. After 
years of deliberation, asylum seeker fami-
lies have built new lives, developed roots, 
and their children have firmly integrated into 
the culture. "On average, the refugee 
status-determination procedure lasts three 
years," explained Jean-Francois Durieux, of 
UNHCR's Division of International Protec-
tion. "In the meantime, the person may have 
found work, a sponsor, may even have got-
ten married. It is not easy to deport such a 
person." 

Thus, people are ready to pay hugh sums 
and take big risks to attain their dream of a 
better life, including job opportunities and 
the possibility of a decent education for their 
children. Television and modem communi-
cations have transcended international bor-
ders, giving rise to new frustrations, desires 
and anger among the have-nots. One result 
is human smuggling, an enterprise that has 
attracted organized crime networks and gen-
erated untold misery and tragedy. Smuggling 
right operate in and through several regions: 
Albania is the preferred route for Mace-
donians, Kurds, Pakistanis and Chinese; 
Hungary for Kosovars; the Baltic countries 
for Iraqis, Afghans and Sri Lankans. Some 
migrants are fmancially ruined. Others risk 
-- and even lose -- their lives in pursuit of 
their dream. 

There is no doubt that Europe has in re-
cent years witnessed a sizeable wave of false 
asylum claims and that governments need-
ed to go something to stem the flow. 

"We can sympathize with people who 
flee disastrous economic conditions in an 
attempt to find a better future for their chil-
dren," says Horekens. "Industrialized coun-
tries should be investing more in the poorer 
nations so these people find what they are 
looking for in their own countries. But in 
the meantime, we need to recognize that 

MARCH, 1996 	 15 



people looking for economic security do not 
fall under UNHCR's mandate. We should 
have the courage to do this, and to agree that 
it is up to the countries concerned whether 
to send illegal immigrants back." 

But for many governments, every mind-
ful of public opinion, such action is easier 
said than done. 

Says Horekens, "The greatest danger to 
asylum in Europe is the increase in the num-
ber of asylum requests from people who are 
not refugees, and whom governments dare 
not deport because of public sympathy or 
fear of a backlash from the press, public 
opinion, or nongovernmental organizations." 

Attempts to deport rejected asylum seek-
ers are often in vain. A decision in July by 
French authorities to deport a group of 51 
Romanians, after agreement with Romanian 
authorities, raised a flurry of protest from 
non-governmental organizations. There was 
a similar reaction when France, Belgium, 
Germany and the Netherlands deported a 
total of 60 Zairians during the same period. 
Like the Romanians, the Zairians had never 
requested asylum. No refugee was among 
them. But the conditions of their departure 
raised indignation. 

"Though it may be painful, it is our job, 
among other things, to support governments  

who decide to deport people who claim to 
be refugees but who are not," Horekens said. 
"But only if certain conditions are fulfilled 
-- including that these people must have had 
full access to internationally accepted asy-
lum procedures. This is far from being the 
case everywhere. 

"We need to be absolutely sure that they 
are not refugees," he continued. "If govern-
ments are ready to put a real effort into im-
proving the quality and impartiality of their 
status-determination procedures, then we are 
ready to make an effort to support them con-
cerning the other cases. Our responsibility 
is to ensure that there are doors open to per-
mit refugees to get in." 

Several of the measures adopted by var-
ious European countries have contributed to 
clarifying a murky situation. But in places, 
they are applied with such severity that they 
may violate the right of every individual to 
seek refuge and protection in another coun-
try when life or freedom are in danger at 
home. 

To reduce the often long delay between 
the actual asylum claim and the response of 
state authorities, an increasing number of 
European countries are adopting accelerat-
ed status-determination procedures. Howev-
er, in certain cases these procedures are so 
accelerated that an asylum seeker does not 
get an adequate hearing. And those who 
must adjudicate the case don't always have 
the necessary qualifications. 

Accelerated procedures have allowed 
Belgium to considerably reduce its flow of 
illegal migrants: 90 percent of asylum re-
quests are not rejected at the border. Barely 
three years ago, Belgian transit centers over-
flowed with asylum seekers and new ones 
had to be opened constantly. Today, they are 
closing, one after the other. But access to 
the eligibility procedure has become so dif-
ficult in Belgium that it is discouraging even 
true refugees. They feel they have no chance 
for success -- and prefer to enter the country 
clandestinely. 

France has the highest refugee recogni-
tion rate in Europe -- 25 percent compared 
to an average of 10 percent elsewhere. But 
the problem is getting across the border in 
the first place. French police have the repu-
tation of being the deafest in the European 
Union. Two-thirds of asylum seekers never 
make it across the frontier. 

In addition, the creation of the European 
Union has pushed member states to harmo-
nize their asylum procedures. While few can 
argue about the need to harmonize, the re-
sulting policies have tended toward the low- 
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est common denominator. 
"With the gradual removal of formalities 

within the European Union, it was quite nat-
ural for them to harmonize their asylum pol-
icies," Horekens said. "It's normal that an 
open Europe should want to exercise con-
trol over its external borders. As such, har-
monization measures pose no problem -- just 
like accelerated status-determination proce-
dures -- but on the condition that they be 
harmonized at a level that is acceptable. This 
is not necessarily the case." 

The crux of the problem is that each E.U. 
country is trying to be stricter than its neigh-
bor, to receive as few false asylum requests 
as possible. The example of the Netherlands 
is particularly significant. For years, the 
Netherlands, like Scandinavia, was consid-
ered a model of liberty, generosity and flex-
ibility. But how can a country remain gen-
erous when its neighbors persist in closing 
their doors? In the tight little world of asy-
lum seekers, word of mouth functions very 
well. News of government measures spreads 
quickly -- as do ways to bypass them. Asy-
lum seekers know which countries have the 
most liberal policies, and they gravitate to-
ward them. In the Netherlands, for exam-
ple, asylum requests doubled between 1992 
and 1993 as other European countries be-
gan erecting barriers. Requests rose again 
by 51 percent in 1994. Unwilling to welcome 
all the asylum seekers who were now being 
refused elsewhere, Holland finally adopted 
its own new legislation in January 1995. 

Little by little, the countries of Europe 
have raised the walls of their fortress, and 
they continue to seek new ways of keeping 
false asylum seekers away from their bor-
ders. Unfortunately, these same measures 
could also deny access to genuine refugees. 

First came the imposition of visa require-
ments for people from countries likely to 
produce refugees, including former Yugo-
slavia, Romania, Iraq or Sri Lanka. One can 
only imagine the obstacles someone from 
war-torn Bosnia-Herzegovina must over-
come to obtain a visa to anywhere. 

Then came sanctions and fines imposed 
on airlines that accept passengers without 
the proper travel documents. Airline employ-
ees lack the proper qualifications to deter-
mine who does, or does not, need interna-
tional protection. In some countries, 
particularly in the Third World, European 
immigration officers are posted at airports 
to check the identity and documents of trav-
elers before they even board Europe-bound 
planes. 

Then came the notion of the so-called 
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"safe third country," in which governments 
refuse even to examine the asylum request 
of someone who has previously transited a 
country considered to be "safe." The asylum 
seeker is simply returned to the "safe" tran-
sit country. "For this concept to work, from 
UNHCR's perspective, you have to be able 
to prove that this person would indeed have 
access to proper asylum procedures and pro-
tection in the country to which he or she is 
being returned," said Michael Petersen, UN-
HCR's regional legal adviser for Europe. 
"Unfortunately, this not always the case." 

In Germany, for example, any person 
who has transited through a country consid-
ered safe has no right to asylum. He or she 
is sent back to that country. The list of these 
"safe countries" includes all of those bor-
dering Germany. Some of them are East 
European nations that have only recently 
signed the 1951 Convention and which are 
still learning -- and making mistakes -- about 
refugee rights. The German list also includes 
the countries of the European union-- includ-
ing Greece and Austria, despite UNHCR's 
reservations. And the concept of a safe third 
country is applied even to people who have 
only brief- ly transited a foreign airport. 

Greece admits only asylum seekers who 
arrive directly from their countries of ori-
gin. Those who have transited through an-
other country are sent back. This can mean  

disaster for some asylum seekers who pass 
through Turkey, for example. Although Tur-
key ratified the 1951 Convention, it did so 
with a geographic reservation, stipulating 
that only refugees from European countries 
can claim asylum. Others need not apply. 

"A number of Iranian refugees who can-
not flee by plane-- Iranian airports are par-
ticularly well-patrolled -- cross illegally into 
Turkey," said Henrik Nordentoft, of UNH-
CR's Division of International Protection. 
"Many seek to move onwards to Western 
European countries, fearing that the Turk-
ish authorities will not guarantee their pro-
tection. Those who approach the authorities 
in Greece are refused asylum because they 
have not come directly from Iran. Greece 
may seek to deport them back to Turkey, 
which, however, has no obligations toward 
Iranian refugees under the 1951 Convention. 
Such situations, where there is no agreement 
among the countries about who should be 
responsible for the protection of the refugees, 
pose a serious threat to the safety of refu-
gees." 

In the same spirit, European countries 
have established the notion of "safe country 
of origin" -- an idea which also presents dan-
gers when applied blindly, without discre-
tion. France recently classified Romania as 
a safe country of origin, but added that giv-
en concerns about minority rights in the  

country -- Romanian asylum seekers would 
not necessarily be deprived of the right to 
be recognized as refugees. 

There is also the "non-suspensive effect," 
in which a rejected asylum seeker who ap- 
peals the decision cannot remain in the coun- 
try pending the appeal. Countries like Aus-
tria, France, Sweden and Germany apply this 
notion in some cases. But where can refu- 
gees go, when their lives are in danger and 
they cannot return to their country? Often, 
they choose to remain illegally, waiting for 
the appeal. But, if detected, they can be im-
prisoned. 

Many countries have opened what they 
term "transit zones" to receive asylum seek-
ers. Critics say they are, in reality, deten-
tion centers. In Britain and elsewhere, some 
asylum seekers have been in detention for 
more than a year. Some have committed 
suicide. "Asylum seekers are not prima fa-
cie criminals," declared Petersen. "There is 
no reason to treat them as criminals. Some 
already experienced enough trauma." 

Even more worrisome is a restrictive in-
terpretation by some European countries of 
the 1951 Convention, in which only those 
who fear persecution by a state are entitled 
to refugee status. According to this notion, 
victims of persecution by non-state agents -
- rebel groups or extremist organizations, for 
example -- have no right to refugee status. 
For example, people targeted by an Algeri-
an extremist group are not considered to be 
refugees in certain European countries --
France and Switzerland among them. How-
ever, members of this same extremist orga-
nization may be eligible for refugee status 
if they fear persecution from state authori-
ties and have not been implicated in any ter-
rorist act. 

Elsewhere, the application of the 
non-state-agent notion to people from former 
Yugoslavia has meant that Kosovo Alba-
nians can be recognized as refugees, but not 
Bosnians who flee a far more imminent 
threat to their lives. 

Moreover, victims of generalized vio-
lence, civil war and human rights abuse are 
often refused refugee status on the grounds 
that they do not face an individual threat 
from the state. Thus, Liberians fleeing five 
years of vicious civil war can be denied ref-
ugee status. So can Bosnians -- who are of-
ten considered by UNHCR to be textbook 
examples of the 1951 Convention definition. 
Austria is the only country in Western Eu-
rope to deport Bosnians via Hungary, where 
many manage to escape. Austria deported 
43 Bosnians in this way last year, in direct 

18 
	

GREEK-AMERICAN REVIEW 



violation of Article 33 of the 1951 Convention, on 
non-refoulement. 

To some observers, European governments ap-
pear to want to have it both ways -- they are more 
than willing to provide financial support for pro-
grams aiding refugees and displaced within the 
confines of former Yugoslavia, for example, but 
are much less receptive when victims of the war 
manage to turn up on their doorstep. This posi-
tion taken by European governments puts UNH-
CR in a dilemma," Cecil Kpenou, UNHCR Rep-
resentative to the European Union in Brussels, said. 
"On the one hand, they're asking UNHCR to give 
assistance and protection to victims of conflict, 
with the complete political support of European 
funding countries. But, on the other hand, when 
these same victims of conflict attain the territory 
of the countries of the European Union, the re-
sponse is completely different: the people under 
UNHCR protection are all of a sudden no longer 
recognized as refugees." 

To UNHCR, refusing refugee status to people 
who have been, or who fear to be, persecuted by 
agents other than their own government is con-
trary to the 1951 Convention. "Persecution which 
does not involve state complicity is still persecu-
tion," explains Petersen. "The Convention applies 
when the state is unable to protect such people." 

In the defense of those governments who do 
refuse refugee status to these people -- essentially 
because they fear they will remain indefinitely --
various formulae have been found that allow these 
people to stay until it is safe to go home. These 
include "temporary protection" for hundreds of 
thousands of Bo snians, as well as the provision of 
"humanitarian status," "tolerated status," and "ex-
ceptional right to remain." 

"UNHCR has no problem with these legal sta-
tuses," noted Horekens, "so long as the beneficia-
ries are protected against the greatest danger -- re-
foulement to their countries of origin, where their 
lives would be in danger. But unfortunately, the 
associated legal and social rights afforded these 
people vary widely from country to country, and 
are often far less generous than those given to rec-
ognized refugees. That is a gap that needs filling." 

European governments are also examining con-
cepts like the "internal flight alternative" and "re-
gionalization." Under the first, someone who fears 
persecution should first try to find refuge in a safe 
area of his or her own country. Failing that, the 
asylum seeker should remain within the geograph-
ical region on the pretext that more familiar cul-
tural environment is less traumatic. At face value, 
these alternatives may not appear to pose major 
problems. But they cannot be applied in every case. 

"These solutions may be valid in some cases," 
says Petersen. "But they cannot be applied sys-
tematically for everyone. The security conditions 
are not always there, nor is the humanitarian as- 

MARCH, 1996 
	

19 



The Cyprus Society in Virginia 

The Honorary Consul of Cyprus in Virginia and National-  Chairman and President of 
the Cyprus Children's Fund, Inc., Mr. Thomas Kyrus with Congresswoman Carolyn 
Maloney, and Mrs. Helen Anoia, President of the Cyprus Benevolent Society ofNorfolk 
Virginia. The photograph was taken at the Society's annual dinner dance held in Vir-
ginia Beach. The Society is a benefactor of the needy Cypriot children for several chil-
dren. 

SCHOLARSHIPS FROM 
THE CYPRUS CHILDREN'S FUND 

sistance available inside some countries. 
And to find refuge within his borders, a ref-
ugee should not have to cross a front line at 
the risk of being shot. In addition, a refugee 
is not necessarily safe in a neighboring coun-
try:, 

Dennis McNamara, director of UNHCR's 
Division of International Protection, agrees 
that in their eagerness to bar illegal immi-
grants, West European governments are 
weaving a net so tight that legitimate refu-
gees may not be able to get through. "No-
body acknowledges that there are actually 
very few refugees knocking at their door and 
that they should be making every effort to 
find places for them. Instead, they're all be-
ing lumped together. 

This overreaction is a major concern of 
UHNCR. "Let's not exaggerate -- let's keep 
it in perspective," McNamara cautioned. 
"With 300,000 asylum seekers per year in 
Europe, most of whom are not refugees, the 
figures aren't that high. This situation could 
be managed easily -- without panic -- if there 
was the political will to do so." 

Today, Europe is at a crossroads. If it was 
in Europe that asylum was born, it is also in 
Europe that the principle is now most men-
aced. Will the warning be heard? If not, the 
consequences will be felt not just in the re-
gion, but worldwide. How can poor coun-
tries be convinced to accept refugees if the 
richest nations close their doors to the few 
still knocking? One thing is certain: If Eu-
rope sets the example, the rest of the world 
will follow. 

"We hope our point of view will tri-
umph," said Kpenou. "Any restriction of the 
definition of a refugee by the states of West-
ern Europe will manifestly influence the 
decisions and the good will of countries in 
Africa and Latin America, who until now 
have been so generous." 

cants from the combined four endowments 
of the funds. 

The funds consist of approximately 
$260,000 and are managed by an invest-
ment committee through prudential secu-
rities. The number of scholarships may 
vary annually based on the return of the 
investments and the number of qualified 
applicants. The major award of the Cy-
prus Children's Fund is the Makarios 
Scholarship Theodore & Wally Lappas 
Award which was created by the late The-
odore Lappas and Mrs. Wally Pappas in 
1983. 

The fourth Award is the Cyprus Chil-
dren's Fund Endowment and it was cre-
ated in 1993. It is offering its first schol-
arship award to qualified applicants resi-
dents of the United States, Greece and 
Cyprus. Contributions to the CCF Schol- 

The Cyprus Children's Fund of Amer-
ica, Inc., announces that this year approx-
imately thirteen (13) $1,000 scholarship 
awards will be given to qualified appli- 

THE ST. DEMETRIOS CHURCH 
OF WESTON, MA 

In soliciting proposals from experienced Byzantine Iconographers for an 
icon of the Pantokratora to be supplied and installed in the dome of our 

Church. For more information all interested artists should contact: 
Mr. George Sgourakes, Chairman 

Permanent Building & Grounds Committee 
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church 

57 Brown Street 
P.O. Box 463 

Weston MA 02193 
Tel. (617) 237-5561 	Fax (617) 237-8612 
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Margot with her son Alecko at her last birthday party 

IN MEMORY 

AUF WIDERSEHEN MARGOT... 
Special people do not die. They just 

leave our planet for greener pastures 
where a special place is reserved for them. 

Margot Papamarkou was one of those 
very rare human beings. At the Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral, his Eminence Arch-
bishop lakovos gave the last rites. His 
eulogy expressed the feelings of the nu-
merous friends and acquaintances that 
filled the church. Also, the Most Rev. 
James Parks Morton, Dean of St. John the 
Divine, who assisted at the service, eulo-
gized Margot with the warmth and under-
standing of a longtime friend. 

As Margot was unique, so was her fu-
neral. Her preferred color combination 
was lilac and pink, and so were the bou-
quets that decorated the pewstands of the 
aisle. Her coffin was covered with the 
same flower blanket and encirled by lilac 
bowed candles. The whole ambiance was 
warm, serene and luxurious, reflecting 
Margot's taste and personality. 

When I first met Mrs. Papamarkou I 
must have been about ten years of age. 
On a balmy fall afternoon my father took 
me to Kifissia, at the time the residential 
suburb of Athens. I was, he told me, to 
meet and play with some very nice chil-
dren and I better be on my best behavior. 
Later on I found out that he was referring 
to the family of his colleague and long-
lost friend since his years of study at the 
Medical School of the University of Ber-
lin. This friend was Dr. Plutarchos Papa-
markou. 

When we arrived at Kifissia, the old 
house and very tall trees did nothing to 
reassure my uneasiness. Furthermore the 
children's mother froze me, literally. Nev-
er before had I seen such a majestic, tall, 
imposing and yet superbly beautiful lady. 
Her reddish hair radiated the sun rays and 
her luminous complexion made her look, 
to my childish eyes, like one of the fairy 
tale mythological figures that had lull-
abyed me since my first memories. I curt-
seyed, surely in a very gauche way, and 
stood shaking. But not for long. Mrs. Pa- 

pamarkou greeted me in her soft, melodi-
ous voice, which she kept to her last day. 
She addressed me in German, which, I 
found out later, was her mother tongue. 
She told me that she too had daughter 
called Iris and she was sure that together 

with her other two children, Lisa and 
Alecko, we would have a nice game of 
croquet. 

When in the evening I returned home, 
my mother asked me how I enjoyed my 
new friends and what impressed me most. 
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With Panayotis and Eleni Angelopoulos 

"The Goddess" was my answer, meaning 
Mrs. Papamarkou. That sobriquet had re-
mained in my family forever after, refer-
ring to Margot. 

Years went by, many of them. Unex-
pectedly I met again Mrs. Papamarkou. It 
so happened that both she and I had come 
over and made our home in New York. 
When I saw her, one word came to my 
mind, "The Goddess". She still was as 
impressive and beautiful as I remembered 
her. Last January she passed away. This 
coming April she would have been 98 
years young... 

Dr. Papamarkou met Margot when they 
were both studying in Germany. When his 
studies came to an end, the doctor who 
had specialized in tropical diseases ap-
pointed director of the newly founded 
Research Center in Indonesia. Being mad-
ly in love with Margot, he convinced her 
to share his adventurous assignment. They 
married and left for Sumatra, where Mar-
got, being since her youth a gutsy charac-
ter, adapted herself to the primitive life 
of Indochina. She learned the island's di-
alect (together with Dutch), gave birth to 
her first child and even helped her hus-
band in the laboratory. When at the end 
of four years the doctor's contract came 
to an end he decided to accept the posi-
tion offered to him in Athens. The Evang-
helismos Hospital, the top medical center 
in those days, was adding a department  

at the level that the Papamarkou's wanted 
produced financial stress. But under the 
strict discipline and supervision of their 
parents they did just fine. The girls grad-
uated from the German school and the 
intrepid son got scholarships for Athens 
College, his Masters at Princeton and his 
Ph.D in London. 

Nevertheless, being an exceptional 
mother did not limit Margot's way of life. 
With her tremendous energy and love of 
knowledge she was always informed of 
whatever was going around in the world. 
There was not a book she could not talk 
about, a painter who's technique she could 
not discuss, a musician whose concert she 
would miss. In politics she would know 
(and take sides) in whatever went on 
around the globe. With such personality, 
it is little wonder that her company was 
very much sought after. An hour spent in 
the company of Margot was the most re-
freshing entertainment one could wish for. 

Alecko Papamarkou, after a short stay 
in London, where he worked for the BBC, 
and after serving his military service in 
Athens (actually by working at the Royal 
Palace as the private secretary of Queen 
Frederica) decided that America was the 
country for him He came, saw and con-
quered. Once established he decided in 
1982 to have his mother and his sisters 
come and live in New York, as it would 
be better for everybody concerned. And 
so they did. Margot found herself uproot-
ed again for the fourth time in her life. It 

of tropical diseases. Dr. Papamarkou was 
the foremost scientist to head it. Again 
Margot, her baby daughter under one arm 
and her determination under the other, 
started for a new adjustment. Another 
country, another language, another men-
tality and (as she always joked about) new 
cuisine that took her quite some time to 
digest (most peculiar, she longed for it in 
the last months of her life.) 

In Athens, the couple had two more 
children. Margot's life was getting more 
complex. The education of three children 
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In years gone by... Margot with her daughters Iris and Lisa 

would perhaps annoy or even anger any 
lesser character. But not Margot. She liked 
New York, and it was where she was go-
ing to make her new life. And of course 
her beloved son Alecko was here. Not that 
she could see him as much as she would 
want. Alecko, as everybody who knows 
him can testify, spends half of his life in 
an airplane. His business (and his public 
relations) are such that he is covering more 
ground than anybody can imagine. This 
has always worried his mother, but being 
aware of the extraordinary son that na-
ture had blessed her, with, she enjoyed 
the time he could spend with her and never 
interfered in his doings. 

But Margot was not the only one who 
believed her son was special. None of his 
friends have ever seen anybody so devot-
ed to his mother and sisters. His eldest 
sister, Iris, a most independent, artistic and 
versatile beauty, loved to travel, and in 
between her numerous interests would 
come and spend time with her mother. 
Unfortunately tragedy struck the family 
, when she passed away, eight years be-
fore her mother. Daughter number two, 
Lisa met a charming young man, a friend 
of Alecko and fell inlove with him. His 
name is Keith Jewell. The couple got mar-
ried, lived for a few years in Taiwan, 
where he had a position in an American 
bank, and in later years settled on the West 

Dancing with a friend at her 96th birthday 
party  

Coast. Alecko provided for his mother the 
life of a queen. As she herself used to say, 
"I have had happiness in my life but nev-
er such luxury." She lived in a lovely 
apartment on the Upper East Side facing 
the river. Being in the heart of New York 
she had a wide choice of where to go and 
what to do. She loved to entertain her 
friends. There was not one single four-
star restaurant where she was not recog-
nized by the maitre d' and was not escort-
ed to the best table in the house. Broad-
way shows she knew better than the crit-
ics (and often disagreed with them) and 
had an open account with the agents to 
get third row tickets any time. She fol-
lowed religiously what was going on at 
Lincoln Center and would not miss any 

performance that would be to her liking. 
In later years as her legs started giving 
her trouble, her son had a chauffeured lim-
ousine at her disposal that would take her 
and her friends wherever her interest of 
the day would be. Answering to friendly 
criticism about spoiling his mother, Alec-
ko Papamarkou would reply, "She has 
done so much for her children. She has 
made me what I am. I am just trying to 
give her back an infinitesimal amount of 
what she gave me." 

This was Margot Papamarkou, and I 
am very proud to say that she was my 
friend. 

Even if we could not manage to see 
each other as much as both would have 
wanted, our telephone contact was con- 
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(516) 928-5916 

Margot with professor Andreas Akrivos and a friend 

stant. She knew that I would do anything 
I could for her and if by chance she need-
ed some information on a trivial little 
thing (if it was important she knew it her-
self) she would call me. During one of 
the last conversations we had, less than a 
month ago, she said that although she 
lacked appetite she would enjoy some 
Greek stuffed vegetables. Stuffed toma-
toes and zuccini were dispatched as soon 
as possible, and her nurse reported that 
she enjoyed them. A few days later she 
had her daughter get some cookies that 
she remembered I fancied and sent them 
over. I was touched to tears. The card that 
she sent with them had just two words, 
scribbled in a trembling hand, will remain 
with me to my last day.... 

The personality of Margot was unique. 
I for one have never met anyone like her. 
Not a shred of selfishness was to be found 
in her character. She had a strong person-
ality, maybe too strong for the little peo-
ple's concept. But a combination of beau-
ty, goodness of heart, versatility of per-
sonality cannot be easy to find in one and 
the same human being. She was my role 
model, but I was not the only one to ad-
mire her. Whoever has met Margot has 
always been impressed by her. The fact 
that she is not among us anymore is sad 
but not important. The fact remains that a 
human being went through this world with 
the combination of beauty, charm, devo-
tion and unselfishness, combined with a 
brilliant mind, which managed to the end  

to survive her physical deterioration. 
Some may wonder what made Margot 

so special. Her beauty! her charm! her 
intelligence? Yes but those attributes can 
be found elsewhere. Her greatest charac-
teristic was her strength. No one has ever 
heard her complain. Even in the last days 
of her life she admitted that she was in 
great pain but did not complain about it, 
as she did not complain when as a young 
woman she was left a widow with three 
young children to bring up. Her strenght 
was unique, and that is what made her the 
very special person that she was. 

Farewell, my Goddess. 	I.L. 
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PARTICIPATORS IN THE OCL FORUM, NAPLES, FLORIDA--A view of those 
attending the Forum of the Orthodox Christian Laity at OCL's winter Board Meeting in 
Florida. Identifiable in the first row are, left to right: Fr. Ian Hammet of St. Demetrius 
OCA Church in Naples; Tirni Loomos Freshman, OCL Board member from Los Ange-
les who served as moderator for the Forum; Fr. John Glaros of St. Katherine's Greek 
Orthodox Church in Naples; George J. Petrow, Parish Council president at St. 
Katherine's; and Nicholas Karakas of St. Louis, National OCL President . 

OCL: Activities and Concerns 

The Orthodox Christian Laity, an in-
dependent spiritual renewal movement in 
the Orthodox Church, concluded its quar-
terly Board of Directors meeting in Na-
ples, Florida during January 19-21. The 
well attended meeting of directors from 
all parts of the country, discussed a vari-
ety of topics pertaining to the welfare of 
the Church in America. After once again 
affirming its loyalty to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople as the 
First Throne of Orthodoxy, it proclaimed 
the 3rd Saturday of the Souls, March 2, 
1996, the day before the Sunday of Or-
thodoxy, as a "Day of Fasting and 
Prayer." 

The intent of the proclamation, which 
was suggested by Board member Dr. 
Varughese P. Mathew of Bethel, Ohio, is 
to seek the invocation of the Holy Spirit 
to guide the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
its deliberations in the selection of the new 
archbishop to succeed retiring Archibhop 
Iakovos as primate of the Church in 
America. National OCL President Nicho-
las Karakas of St. Louis, has asked that 
OCL members fast and attend Divine Lit-
urgy on that day to pray that the Divine 
Paraclete will come down and guide our 
church leaders at the Phanar in choosing 
a pious and worthy man as the new arch-
bishop. This action is intended to empha-
size OCL's strong concern that the Holy 
Synod of the Patriarchate selects the new 
primate in accordance with the criteria 
and attributes that were related to the 
Phanar by Orthodox faithful by way of 
the special Patriarchal Exarchy that visit-
ed the United States a few months ago. 

In other matters, the Board elected two 
new directors to fill existing vacan-
cies--John T. Pappas of Minneapolis and 
Dr. Nikolas Gvosdev of Fr. Lauderdale, 
Florida, and named veteran George 
Coupounas of Boston, Executive Vice 
Preident, replacing Peter N. Marudas of 
Baltimore, who remains on the Board. 

A number of reports were rendered on 
the status of several OCL ongoing con-
cerns. Among them was the report of 
Membership Chairman, Christ Xeros of 
Dallas concerning new enrollments; 

By Theophilus A. Pappas 

Michael Palmer of Northbrook, Illinois 
on the completion of the computerization 
of membership statistics; Treasurer James 
Koulogeorge on the increasing revenues 
of OCL; and George Aravosis of Elm-
hurst, Illinois on the OCL Endowment 
Program. Laura Jones of Milford, Penn-
sylvania made her Pan Orthodox report 
concerning activities of the several Ortho-
dox jurisdictions in America. Tessie 
Tsoutsouras of New York reported on the 
upcoming Clergy-Laity Congress of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese to be held 
there, July 1-6 and recommended OCL 
participation. The Board agreed and vot-
ed to once again sponsor a booth at the 
Congress and to sponsor a full-page ad in 
the Program Book. The election of Rev. 
Dr. Alkiviadis Calivas as the 14th Presi-
dent of Hellenic College/Holy Cross 
School of Theology was noted and a con-
gratulatory message was sent to him. The 

Board also directed the donation of a 
thousand dollars to the Archishop Iako-
vos Library Fund at the College. 
OCL Endorses Justinian Center 

A new study center and "think tank" 
established in 1995 was endorsed by OCL 
at the recommendation of Executive Vice 
President George Matsoukas of West 
Palm Beach, FL. The Justinian Centre is 
dedicated to the study of the countries of 
the Byzantine Commonwealth and to the 
positive role played by Orthodox Chris-
tianity both past and present. Through a 
series of publications targeted primarily 
at policy makers and the media, the Cen-
tre hopes to raise awareness of Orthodoxy 
in general and to focus on areas where Or-
thodox Christians currently face harass-
ment and persecution, as well as to dis-
cuss the great cultural and historical 
legacy of the Byzantine Empire and how 
that inheritance affects today's world in 
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Eastern Europe and the Middle East. 
The Centre has only just begun to es-

tablish itself, and welcomes advice and 
support from all quarters. OCL hopes to 
provide funding and direction for the Cen-
tre. Persons interested should contact Dr. 
Nikolas Gvosdev, The Justinian Centre, 
2001 N. Andrews Ave., Port Lauderdale, 
FL 33311. 
Ninth OCL Annual Meeting Set 

OCL's 9th Annual Meeting and Con-
ference will be hosted at the Hampton Inn 
in Sarasota, Florida, October 11-14, 1996. 
As usual, this annual event will bring to-
gether OCL's membership to attend sem-
inars and religious retreats defining the 
laity's role in the spiritual renewal of the 
Orthodox Church as it enters the 21st 
Century. Conference Chairman is Louis 
Vose and Conference Coordinator is Eu-
gene Diamond, both members of Saraso-
ta's St. Barbara Greek Orthodox Church, 
where Mr. Vose is President of the Parish 
Council and an Archon of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate. The tentative theme of 
the conference is "Transition and Renew-
al: One Lord. One Faith." 

OCL Pilgrimage 
The Florida meeting also decided that 

OCL should again sponsor a pilgrimage 
to the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Turkey 
and Holy Land. The last such pilgrimage. 
organized by Alice 0. Kopan of Chicago 
was successfully concluded in 1994. The 
dates for this second pilgrimage have been 
set for April 24 to May 5, 1997 and will 
be limited to 30-35 tourists. The group will 
observe Easter in the Queen City of Con-
stantinople and will be received in audi-
ence by Patriarch Bartholomew, followed 
by observing Bright Week in the Holy 
Land visiting the sacred shrines of Chris-
tendom. Chris Xeros of Dallas has been  

designated pilgrimage coordinator. Per-
sons interested in participating should 
write to the OCL National Headquarters, 
30 N. LaSalle St./ Chicago, IL 
60602-2507. 

Local Forum 
The national Board meeting was fol-

lowed, as is usually the case, by a forum 
at the local community. On a bright and 
lovely Saturday afternoon the local Greek 
Orthodox Church of St. Katherine host-
ed the OCL Forum, whose theme was 
once again "Orthodox Church Unity in 
America." Moderated by OCL Board 
member Timi Loomos Freshman of Los 
Angeles, participants heard the keynote 
presentation by Prof, Andrew T. Kopan, 
Chairman of the OCL Commission on Or-
thodox Unity, one of the seven standing 
OCL commissions studying Orthodox 
Christian concerns. Speaking also on the 
theme, were panelists: Fr. John Glaros, 
pastor of St. Katherine's Church; Fr. Ian 
Hammet, pastor of Naples' other Ortho-
dox church, St. Demetrius (OCA); and Ni-
kolas Gvosdev. Audience discussion on 
the topic was moderated by past OCL 
president, attorney George D. Karcazes 
of Chicago. Information on OCL and its 
goals was presented by OCL President 
Nicholas Karakas and Executive Vice 
President George Matsoukas. The forum 
was concluded by remarks from George 
J. Petrow, Parish Council President who 
thanked OCL for choosing to meet in 
Naples. 

Sunday morning found everyone at-
tending Divine Liturgy at St. Katherine's 
Church enjoying Christian fellowship. 
Next quarterly Board meeting for OCL is 
set for March 29-31 in Cincinnati, with 
Executive Vice President Jim J. Demetri-
on in charge of arrangements. 
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Andrea Spiros 
Abstract Expressionist Artist 

Thalia Cheronis Selz, Writer-in-Resi-
dence and Associate Professor of English 
at Trinity College in Hartford, lectured on 
Women to Watch: Greek-American Wom-
en Artists in the New York Area on De-
cember 5th at Hunter College, under the 
auspices of the Greek-American Women's 
Network. Ms. Cheronis Selz showed slides 
of the work of the sculptor Andromahi Ke-
falos and painters Mary Grigoriadis, D es-
po Magoni, the late Athena (Manousaki 
Ebers), and Andrea Spiros. Following her 
lecture, the artists and Athena's hus-
band--the sculptor Robert Ebers---dis-
cussed their work with the audience. The 
event was hosted by President Stacy 
Nicholas, and Ms. Cheronis Selz was in-
troduced by Professor Alice Scourby, 
Chair of the Department of Sociology & 
Anthropology at Long Island University 
(C.W. Post campus) . 

Spiros, the youngest artist in the group, 
is also the only one whose work is close-
ly related to Abstract Expressionism, the 
most prominent art movement of the 
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mid-century, and to Surrealism, the influ-
ence of which is evident in the title of her 
Spoon With Teeth (1994). Here a myste-
rious oval seems to move both forward 
and sideways as if to simultaneously 
threaten and elude the viewer. This am-
bivalence creates the sense of conflict 
which makes this work so compelling. 

Spiros studied at Brooklyn College and 
the Art Students League and lives in 
Brooklyn where she was born and raised. 
She sometimes works wire into her can-
vases, producing surreal urban visions that 
are equally strong and decorative. These 
veinlike images owe as much to her hob-
by of photographing cracks in sidewalks 
as to her studies in medical illustration at 
Long Island U. Bite Back (1994), for ex-
ample, is a handsome painting that resem-
bles a spinal x-ray. This intriguing and 
relatively new artist has won a couple of 
first-place awards for her work and bears 
watching. 

ARTIST'S 
STATEMENT 

My recent paintings are about environ-
ment. The human body as internal envi-
ronment and nature as external environ-
ment, with the tension between the two 
giving way to a larger more encompass-
ing perspective. The visual vocabulary of 
these environments is so similar; nerves 
and blood vessels could be rivers and tree 
branches. Nature no longer seems so out-
side of ourselves. It seems to be cut from 
the same cloth. The differences we per-
ceive are perhaps an illusion or just the 
result of a limited perspective. 

Internal/external, life/death, desire/suf-
fering, these contradictory concepts are 
juxtaposed in my paintings as they are in 
life. Our desire for life can invite worse 
suffering than life could have conceived 
of. The cure is often worse than the ill-
ness. Our desire for pleasure, like a cruel 
joke, can lead us down the road to indis-
criminate sex, drug addiction, and AIDS. 
It is this tragic irony that inspires me to 
use S&M drug addiction, medical torture, 
and religious martyrdom as subjects in my 

"X-ray Spine/Bite Back", 1995-Acrylic on 
paper 42"x34" 

"Crack & Branch", 1991-Acrylic on can-
vas 40"x30" 

work. 
The process of viewing art also seems 

to involve the synthesis of contradictions. 
In the nature of Abstract Expressionism I 
use subtle abstract images to evoke emo-
tions, ideas, and memories. This engages 
the conscious with the subconscious, and 
so communicates these concepts as actu-
al experience. Thus the processes of cre-
ating art and viewing art are inexorably 
bound. It is the irony of integrating oppo-
sites that intrigues me, and why it is ap-
parent on so many levels in my work. 

Sae* 
Sead 

MARCH, 1996 
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