
By BOB NIKOLAIDIS 

Ambassador of Greece Mn Tsilas reads the plague of the Estiator award, honoring Mr. 
Sotirhos for his outstanding contribution in strengthening the bonds of friendship 
between Greece and the United States as Ambassador to Athens. Ambassador lakovides 
of Cyprus is at right. 	 Photo: D. Kessoglidis 

At the luncheon, from left: Mn Manessis, Mrs. Zoe Koutsoupakis and Mr. Aris 
Gyftopoulos, both representing the Atlantic Bank of New York, Mrs. Sotirhos, the 
Ambassador, Mrs. Manessis, Mrs. Makrias, Ria Mitoulis-Pierelli, Director of Customer 
Development at the Taj Mahal, who skillfully coordinated the Estiator Conference, 
Mr. & Mrs. John Lambros, one of the speakers, Mr & Mrs. Charles H. Kotros and Mr. 
Peter Makrias. 	 Photo: D. Kessoglidis 
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The Second Conference 
Of Greek-American Restaurateurs 

To dramatize the impact of the Sec-
ond National Conference of Greek-
American Restaurateurs on October 28 
- 30, 1995, at the Taj Mahal in Atlantic 
City, you have but to note that three 
statesmen of ambassadorial rank were 
in attendance. Former U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Greece, Michael Sotirhos (re-
tired), as well as the Ambassadors of 
Greece and Cyprus to the United States, 
Loucas Tsilas and Andreas Jacovides 
were present with their wives at the event 
organized by Estiator Magazine. In ad-
dition, attending was the Trade Consul 
of Greece, Yiannis Papadimitriou. 

The three-day event opened with a re-
ception in the Tiara Ballroom, during 
which, Estiator publisher Peter Makrias 
and Conference Chairman, Tasso Ma-
nessis welcomed the participating restau-
rateurs. 

The working session on Sunday 
morning began at 9:00 a.m. at the Xa-
nadu after publisher Makrias and Chair-
man Manessis greeted the gathering with 
appropriate remarks. After the Legisla-
tive representative of the National Res-
taurant Association Katy McGregor 
touched on the topic Capitol Hill Up-
date, it was the turn of author-restaura-
teur Nicholas Nickolas to take the po-
dium. His topic, The Right Way, The 
Wrong Way, and Nick's Way, was per-
haps one of the most memorable of the 
entire event, touching a sensitive chord 
in each member of the audience, and cre-
ating a feeling of positive identification 
with the speaker. Nicholas' delivery was 
forceful and left a lasting impression on 
the audience. At the conclusion, Danny 
"Boy" Terzakis, The Chicago entrepre- 

OUR COVER 
From left: Tasso Manessis, Chairman of the 
conference, Ambassador Sotirhos, Peter 
Makrias, Publisher of Estiator, Ambassador 
Tsilas, and Ambassador Iakovidis. 
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From left: Ms. Regina Scarvelis, Mrs. Zoe Koutsoupakis, Manager of the Atlantic 
Bank branch in Brooklyn, Mr. Aris Gyftopoulos, Manager of the Atlantic Bank on 
Ditmars Blvd. in Astoria, Ms. Soula Maroula, Reporter for Proini newspaper, Mr. 
Michael Emmanoulidis, Mrs. Patricia Pappas, VP for Chase Manhattan Bank in Astoria, 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Liakos, Supervisor at the Atlantic Bank headquarters in New York 
City. 	 Photo by D. Kessoglidis 

The younger set at the Conference, posing with the honored guest. From left, Peter 
Mavrikis, Stephanie Makrias, Mr. Sotirhos, Yvette Manessis, daughter of Mr. Tasso 
Manessis, David Corporon and Olga Makrias. Stephanie and Olga are daughters of 
the Estiator publisher; Peter Mavrikis is the son of John Mavrikis, President of the 
Queens Diner & Restaurant Association. 	 Photo: D. Kessoglidis 

neur, had a few questions of the speak-
er, after which, the Seafare Inn's Anna 
Karousos did the same, expressing ad-
miration about the speaker. 

The next person to take the podium 
was Economic & Commercial Affairs 
Consul Papadimitriou, who addressed 
the opportunities available for restaura-
teurs to do business with Greece, devel-
oping a mutually beneficial economic re-
lationship. " You are living proof" the 
Trade Consul said, " of the famous 
Greek entrepreneurial spirit. Congratu-
lations to you for your achievements! 
Greece is proud of you! "He also was 
happy to acknowledge his satisfaction 
for the creation of the National Greek-
American restaurant Association, and as 
a way of demonstrating his Govern-
ment's ascribing to the Association, his 
office had joined it as an associate mem-
ber. 

In developing a plan of two basic ar-
eas of opportunities, the first, incorpo-
rating Greek products in their business 
and the second, investing in Greece, he 
asserted that, in his opinion Greece 
would not have to search for any other 
market to export its products. The 
Greek-owned restaurants in the United 
states, he said, with their enormous pur-
chasing power, would be able to absorb 
Greece's entire annual production of ol-
ives, olive oil, cheeses, stuffed vine  

wide make their living in fields related 
to the production and distribution of the 
Gyro. "Beginning with late in the 19th 
Century" he said," we have learned how 
to cut, to press and to evaporate. We 
also have learned, he continued, Psychol-
ogy and Strategy." Borrowing from the 
renowned author Slattery, Tomaras 
quoted that "a second helping of soup is 
good for the soul." Then he continued 
with the Celestial Being's advice to the 
travelers :"Gather as many pebbles as 
you can in your saddle bags and travel 
all night." In the end, the pebbles turned 
into diamonds, and the travelers were 
only too sorry they did not gather more. 
"We Greeks have proven we have what 
it takes," Tomaras continued. "We have 
traveled a long way from our roots, to 
Astoria or Chicago, from the beaches 
of Greece to the shores of Lake Michi-
gan. All the experience leads you to suc-
cess. All the pebbles in your bag become 
diamonds," he concluded. 

Next on the agenda was a panel dis-
cussion Women In The Restaurant Busi-
ness moderated by Professor Alice 
Scourby, Ph.D., who chairs the sociolo-
gy department at the University of Long 
Island. Each of the ladies on the panel, 
related their experiences in participating 

leaves, pickles, pasta, and so on. He went 
on with the second area of his speech, 
which was investing in Greece, present-
ing strong arguments for it with the use 
of statistics. 

Chris Tomaras, founder and former 
chairman of Kronos-Central, was the 
next speaker, touching on The Greatest-
and biggest business of them all. He said 
that a record 12 million people world- 
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From the Estiator Dinner- Dance at the Taj Mahal are from left; Mr. & Mrs. Dimitris 
Kastanas, Mr. N. Nicholas, Mr. Charles H. Cotros, Excecutive VP and Chief Operating 
Officer for SYSCO, Mrs. Cotros, Ambassador Sotirhos, and Mrs. Manessis. Standing 
Mr. Elias Betzios, Mr. Makrias and Mr. Manessis. 	 Photo: D. Kessoglidis 

ESTIATOR 1995 AWARD RECIPIENTS 

NICK NICHOLAS 
Pioneer in developing and operating fine 
dinning restaurants in Chicago, Boca 
Raton, Huston and Honolulu, well-
known columnist in trade magazines. 

CHRIS CHRISTAKOS 
Operates the famous Christinios Ris-
toranto Italiano, in Orlando, Florida, 
which is the recipient of the most out-

standing dinning awards. 

Gus Bouus 
Creator of many successful restaurants, 
hotels and other businesses in Florida, 
founder of the Miami Subs chain. 

Photo: D. Kessoglidis 

The Estiator Award was presented by Ambassador Sotirhos. 

either as owners or partners in a variety 
of food related enterprises. 

We Greeks know it all," Stephanie 
stated. "We have a big Ego and do not 
listen to anyone. Perhaps this accounts 
for the high rate of failure in business. 

In connection with the day to day 
operations, the Greek American wom-
an who prides herself for operating sin-
gle-handedly a considerably sized busi-
ness, she had more criticism. "We go 
around duplicating menus, without re-
alizing the cost of a recipe, or the food. 
We just put prices, any prices. " As far 
as employee relations, she told the au-
dience that "we must respect the work-
force. What they say, for we are what 
our employees are. " 

Rita Poulos, in business with her 
brother since 1978 in the family business 
called DJ, spoke of the difficulty in re-
ceiving recognition at first. She related 
how she had to climb step by step, start-
ing as a cashier. Today, she is involved 
in all aspects of the operation. 

Another panelist, Voula Theodos-
siou, a commercial artist who designed 
the emblem for the Conference, said that 
she came to this meeting to "get person- 

al. To wipe clean the myth of the little 
woman, as long as " all these men out 
there, would listen to me for ten min-
utes." Adding emphasis to her state- 
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The honoree addresses the participants at the luncheon. 

ment, she added. "After all, who takes 
care of you from birth to death? You 
deal with us as waitresses, but you ob-
ject to us as owners. Gender, muscle, size 
are of no consequence. What counts is 
brains, determination and perseverance. 
After all, " Theodossiou continued, " 
none of us dreamed ahead of time that 
our ideas would work. We simply took 
the cards out of the deck and created a 
Royal Flush!" 

Closing the morning session of speak-
ers was Leonidas Samouilidis, M.D., a 
sex therapist who expanded on the sub-
ject Why does sex have to be abused, 
dwelling on the need for therapy in the 
restaurant milieu. It was his wife, Dr. 
Alexandra Samouilidis, also a therapist, 
who lectured on a similar topic during 
last year's Conference. Dr. Samouilidis 
tackled a very difficult subject, that of 
the women whose husbands work long 
hours at their restaurants, with the net 
result of a low sex drive. Though it is  

commonplace in the restaurateurs 
world, the answer to it is rather com-
plex. 

It was now time for the guests to 
move once again to the Tiara Ballroom, 
where an excellent luncheon awaited 
them, along with some very pleasant 
surprises. It is seldom that an Ambas-
sador to a nation shares the same heri-
tage and religion as those of the host 
country, but in the case of the Honor-
able Michael Sotirhos, these factors con-
tributed in a rapid improvement of re-
lations between the nations the states-
man represented and the host nation. 
This was part of the accolades that Pub-
lisher Makrias and Committee chairman 
Manessis bestowed on the former 
U.S.Ambassador to Jamaica and sub-
sequently to Greece, as they presented 
him with the Estiator Award for his 
many services to his people, which in his 
case cover both the people of Greece and 
the United States. Adding to the acco- 

Photo: D. Kessoglidis 

lades the Greek Ambassador to the U.S. 
the Honorable Loucas Tsilas who pre-
sented MR. Sotirhos the award, recalled 
his days as an aide to Prime Minister 
Mitsotakis, and how Sotirhos was al-
ways there with sound advice. Advice 
that ultimately seemed to help cement 
better relations between his and Sotirhos' 
nation. "I owe much to Sotirhos for my 
position here." Tsilas said. " I owe him 
much for his advice and for his prod-
ding." Then as if he reflected on what he 
had learned from his association with 
the American Diplomat, he went on. " 
Never stay at home on Sundays while 
in Washington." was the lesson he had 
heard. "Be everywhere." Then turning 
the subject on the man who dispensed 
that advice, he continued." And that's 
what Sotirhos had done. He was loved 
with such affection as a Hellene, as he 
was a Great American, always uphold-
ing what united the two nations. In the 
thirty one years of my diplomatic ser- 
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ESTIATOR 1995 AWARD RECIPIENTS 

JOHN LIVANOS 
An imaginative and creative restaura-
teur who operates three of the most suc-
cessful restaurants in New York. His 
Oceana is rated as one of the 10 best 

seafoodrestaurants in the country. 

vice, never did myself and my wife have 
a better colleague and friend. 

Sotirhos toyed with the words yes and 
no, saying that no matter in what lan-
guage these words are used, they have 
the same finite meaning. "Greeks 
showed the world at a critical time by 
using the word 'no' that they would not 
capitulate to the evil of the Axis pow-
ers. " 

"The other word" he said, "'yes". is 
the word you ladies used when your 
husbands asked your hand in marriage. 
You said 'yes' that you'll help this orga-
nization grow-and we'll help you- and 
now," he said emphatically," you'll say 
'yes' to help this organization become a 
political arm, because the potential for 
attracting a lot of people in this organi-
zation is there." 

He then went on to explain how his 
daughter went to school with the now 
wife of the Cypriot Ambassador, and 
how Pamela, presently Mrs. Jacovides 
inquired of the Sotirhos family if they 

Tom PAPPAS 
President of the Greek-American Res-
taurant Association of Chicago. During 
his presidency the last two years, the As-
sociation members grew to over 600. 

knew the then diplomatic aide. Well, 
admitted the senior American diplomat, 
this young man couldn't have done bet-
ter. For he rose to the enviable title of 
Cypriot Ambassador to the U.S., and 
even better, he made it as the Dean of 
Ambassadors, that is, having served the 
longest in that capacity. With that, 
Sotirhos turned the subject towards 
Loucas Tsilas, giving his own view of 
how helpful Tsilas had proved to be dur-
ing Sotirhos' tenure as the Ambassador 
to Greece. 

Opening the afternoon sessions was 
that world-renown master chef, author 
and proprietor of the exclusive dining 
institution the Sea Fare Inn of Ports-
mouth, R.I. as well as the entire Karou-
sos Hospitality group, which includes a 
culinary school . His topic, America, the 
Center of Gastronomy proved to be one 
of the most interesting of the Confer-
ence, giving much insight on what goes 
on behind the scenes in the restaurant 
business, as well as what a total experi- 

P.G.E.I.F. OF N.J. 
The award was presented by Mr. Stan-
ley Matthews, president of the Greek 
Childrenes Fund, to Mr. Steve Siderias, 

president of the Foundation. 
Photos by D. Kessoglidis 

ence in dining can be if handled proper-
ly and knowledgeably. Karousos ven-
tured into the antiquity, asking his lis-
teners to be proud of the products of the 
Greek cuisine, for it is the basis of all 
modern cuisines. Epicure and Aristar-
chos gave much to the world in a way 
of food, of which we must be proud. 

On the heels of Karousos' foray in the 
world of food, came Thomas Martin's 
Greek Wines in the USA. An attorney 
and the chairman of the American In-
stitute of Wine & Food, California, 
Martin expanded on the quality of near-
ly every imported Greek wine, and gave 
special attention to what is called Ap-
pellation wines, that is wines which are 
of consistent quality because of a con-
trolled production in areas producing 
high quality grapes. He mentioned the 
Nemea variety as one of those belong-
ing to me Appellation Controlle, "The 
smaller the yield", he clarified, and the 
better the wine. Nemea and Ayioritikon 
wines, he said, appeal to the American 

NOVEMBER, 1995 
	

13 



ES7 	1ATOR 1995 AWARD RECIPIENTS 

CHRIS TOMARAS 
One of the pioneers in the manufactur-
ing and distribution of Gyros. He is the 
founder of Kronos and former Chair-
man of Kronos-Central. 

EVRIS KONTOS 
Chairman of Kontos Foods, in N.J. The 
first to manufacture and mass produce 
phylo in the United States. 

FRANK PARLAMIS 
A pioneer in restaurant construction and 
design. His company has built over 500 
restaurants. 

Photos: D. Kessoglidis 

The Awards were presented by Mr. Charles H. Cotros 

taste. On the other hand, the way Danes 
love Ighoumenitsa wine forced an in-
crease in the production of that wine. 
Another important fact that Mr. Mar-
tin shared with his audience was the fact 
that in Greece, 40% of the production 
of wine is owned by the Cooperatives. 

A state representative from Rhode Is-
land, Leonidas Raptakis who is also a 
restaurateur, was the next person to 
speak, concentrating on a subject close 
to his heart, Running for the U.S. Con-
gress. "We need more Greeks to com-
mit to running for office," said the legis-
lator, who will be running for higher of-
fice soon. 

The next speaker, Paul Georgoudis, 
an attorney who serves as the official 
representative for the Pan Gregorian of 
metropolitan New York and Long Is-
land, concentrated on the subject em-
ployee earnings, deductions and tipping 
reporting. Current Development in Em-
ployee Reporting ventured into current 
IRS practices and how an employer is  

liable for an employees earnings from 
tipping, based on percentages. 

John Lambros was the insurance spe-
cialist, concentrating on Business Insur-
ance Issues for the Food Industry, identi-
fying the legal pitfalls in dealings with 
employees as well as customers. As ex-
amples, Mr. Lambros cited the case of 
Stew Leonard in Connecticut, and the 
cases of customers claiming injuries and 
collecting millions of dollars. 

After hours after the conclusion of the 
evening session, it was time for the 
evening's highlight, the Estiator Dinner 
Dance and the presentation of the Esti-
ator Awards to ten very deserving res-
taurateurs. 

The awards, presented by Ambassa-
dor Michael Sotirhos were given to 
Nicholas Nickolas, John Livanos, Tom 
Pappas, Evris Kontos, Chris Christakis, 
Gus Bullis, Chris Tomaras, Frank Par-
lamis and the Pan Gregorian Philan-
thropic Foundation of N.J. 

Unable to make the event this year,  

U.S. Senator Paul Sarbanes sent a tele-
gram to Estiator's publisher, which was 
read during the evening's affair. 

The entertainment was handled by 
Tim os Amiridis and The Athenians, 
with an extraordinary singing perfor-
mance by Laura. The veteran of the 
Greek song thrilled the capacity-filled 
Xanadu Theater with her nostalgic 
songs. At one point, she handed the mi-
crophone to television's Kastanas who 
belted a song for the audience. And lat-
er she did extensive gyrations in the com-
pany of restaurateur Ernie Kanes. 
Guests danced the night away, depart-
ing with the best impressions of a very 
successful Conference. 

Monday's proceedings were handled 
by Chairman Tasso Manessis and the 
National Greek American Restaurant 
Association. The agenda included call-
ing the meeting to order, establish a quo-
rum, a report by the By-Law Commit-
tee and an approval thereby, and the 
reading of the Financial report. 
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Eleni Matos 

ELENI MATOS: 
HER CAREER AND HER WEDDING 

By IRIS LILLYS 

Do you know of Eleni Matos? Already 
many people do. But if you are one of 
those who were left behind in your cul-
tural interests, this is your chance to catch 
up. That's what I did when a friend gave 
me a CD of the mezzo-soprano's voice. 
"Listen to her," this friend told me. "She 
is the future Maria Callas." 

Like Maria Callas, Eleni Matos is 
Greek- American, like her, she is plump-
ish. And like her, besides being gifted with 
a superb voice, she has a strong will-pow-
er to achieve a brilliant career. 

Eleni is the daughter of an Orthodox 
priest who hails from Cephalonia. His 
name was Christos Marcantonatos, but 
that typical name of the Ionian island did 
not please the immigration officer Silenc-
er at Ellis Island. Cleverly enough he used 
the first and last syllable and accepted the 
newly come immigrant with the name 
Matos. Could he have had the premoni-
tion that the young man would some day 
have a daughter in need of an easy cos-
mopolitan name? 

Since his very young age, Christos 
Matos wanted to become a priest, but his 
father dissuaded him knowing the hard-
ships that the clergy endures. So the young 
man enrolled at pre-medical school. But 
destiny has its own way. Meeting a few 
young priests, Christos felt more and more 
drawn to their vocation. Later he met 
Archbishop Iakovos and fell under his il-
luminating spell. Twenty five years ago, 
Christos Matos, ordained by his Emi-
nence, became Father Christos.... 

When her father became a priest; Ele-
ni was a toddler. She could not understand 
why people outside her family would call 
her father "Father." She was born in Wa-
tertown N. Y. Upon graduation from 
high school she got a scholarship from the 
Ford Foundation Fellowship and was 
accepted at Millsaps College in Jackson 
Mississippi. Music has always been her  

forte. She was taught piano singing and 
musical evaluation. But she did not like 
her teachers who would stick to rules and 
did not let her develop her own talent. She 
loved to play and sing by ear and to do so 
she volunteered to sing during her father's 
service. 

It was a start. From then on, the road 
to a successful future lay ahead. At the 
Ravinia Festival 1992 in Chicago, Eleni  

appeared at Rossini's Bicentennial Anni-
versary gala. The Critics John von Rhein 
of the Chicago Tribune wi ote "Eleni Ma-
tos floated succulent bet canto tones in 
Cenerentola. She is a talent worth keep-
ing an ear on." Later that year she sang 
at the M.Whitaker International Compe-
tition and the St. Louis Post critic com-
mented among other praises that "Matos 
will soon be a welcome guest in this coun- 
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Eleni Matos on her wedding day to Max Nemirovski 

try's larger opera houses." 
During the 1994-1995 season, the mez-

zo-soprano made several important de-
buts. At the Chautauqua Festival she gave 
a solo concert with the Symphony of 
Chautauqua. Her New York debut was 
at the City Opera in Madama Butterfly 
and also Hendel's Messiah both at Carn-
egie Hall. In Chicago, at the Centennial 
of the University of Illinois she will sing 
Beethoven's 9th symphony. The 1996 sea-
son will also see Ms. Matos with the Lyr-
ic Opera of Chicago as Siegrune in Wag-
ner's Die Walkure in their Ring Cycle 
under the baton of Zubin Mehta. And this 
is only one of her important engagements 
as many others are to follow. 

Naturally, Eleni took part in several 
competitions and again she walked out 
with first prizes. Among the twelve con-
tests from where she got awards is her first 
prize at the Maria Callas International 
competition in Athens and the Luciano 
Pavarotti in Italy. 

With such achievements in such a short 
time one wonders how Eleni Matos man-
aged her private life. Well, she did and 
beautifully so. During her college years 
she met an aggressive young man who lat-
er on became the unquestionable mentor 
both of her life and her career. His name 
is Max Nemirovsky. He is Russian. He 
also was Jewish. But for Eleni's love he 
dropped his Wall Street career, changed 
his religion and married her. 

And some marriage this was! 
It took place at the Archdiocesan Ca-

thedral of New York City. The bride's fa-
ther came from his parish at Corpus 
Christy, Texas, to give his daughter away. 
He also took part in the ceremony togeth-
er with Father Robert Stephanopoulos, 
Dean of the Cathedral and three Arch-
mandrites, who came from different parts 
of the country to add their blessings to 
Father Christos, daughter. Guests also 
came from Texas and other states, judg-
ing from the amount of people who 
packed the Cathedral. 

A flower-studded canopy, rarely seen 
at an orthodox wedding, made a beauti-
ful frame for the service. The clergy's 
golden vestments, the amount of candles 
and the light mist of incense gave a unique 
aura to the handsome young couple. To 
quote a guest: "It is an operatic wedding." 
Frankly it was unique and beautiful. 

The ceremony started with an ecclesi- 

astic hymn "Se Ymnoumen" rendered by 
the superb voice of Eleni's teacher. Father 
Christos marched down the aisle to get his 
daughter from the narthyx and escort her 
to the altar. A two feet tall ring bearer clad 
in white tails almost stole the show. He 
was follower by an adorable little girl his 
own size dressed in a long white and pink 
gown matching the white and pink petals 
that she very gracefully spread on the red 
carpet. The appearance of the bride in a 
magnificent satin and lace gown escorted 
by her father in his splendid vestments was 
a unique emotional site. Followed the best 
man, the groom's brother Gary escorting 
the Koumbara, Olga Plomarity, the 
bride's best friends. Eleni's sister Maria 
was maid of honor. Six bridesmaids in 
pink taffeta gowns were escorted by the 
ushers. Among them, Eleni's younger 
brother. Came next the family of the cou-
ple. Presbytera Matos, majestic looking, 
was escorted by her eldest son. The groom 

escorted, as per a Russian tradition, by 
both his parents followed. A very touch-
ing note concluded the procession. The 
couple's two grandmothers both going 
strong in their eighties were dressed and 
groomed to perfection to honor their 
grandchildren. The reception that fol-
lowed at the cathedral hall was a sump-
tious seated dinner. 

The theme was carried in white and 
pink, balloons included. Catering was at 
its best as the famous Litsa of Floris ca-
terer was personally in charge. Desserts, 
an incredible amount of them, besides the 
wedding cake were produced by a Rus-
sian company according to the groom's 
tradition. 

This was a wedding not to be forgot-
ten. We hope that the newlyweds will not 
forget the wishes galore that all their 
friends wholeheartedly lavished on them. 
The Greek-American Review, and this 
writer in particular, included. 
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FREDERICA, 
QUEEN OF THE HELLEN-ES 

Mission of a Modern Queen 
By LILIKA PAPANICOLAOU 

From her book with the above title, published by Publishers Enterprises Group Ltd., Malta. 
USA distributors COSMOS PUBLISHING, 1-(800) COSMOS 2 

On January 11th 1945 at 22.30 hrs a 
truce between the Government and the 
Communists of "EAM" took place. It 
came into effect at 0100 hrs on the morn-
ing of January 15th, on the orders of the 
overall commander of the Mountain 
Brigade, Wyer. General Tsakalotos 
claimed another victory for his regiment. 
The mopping up operation then began. 
800 terrorists were taken in Northern 
Greece. In the Peloponese 445 were cap-
tured at midnight on the 15th and a fur-
ther 568 captured from the "9th Brigade 
of ELAS". On the following day, the 
16th January, an additional 600 Mem-
bers of the same regiment laid down 
their weapons, but the surrender of arms 
was under duress. Major Spiliotopou-
los had Spyliot to threaten his captives 
with death to enforce the order. 

This was the end of the Communist 
revolt. Once again we had won, due 
largely to Tsakalotos's Mountain Bri-
gade of Rimini and the honorable poli-
ticians of the time; Greeks such as Gen-
eral Nicholas Plastiras, George Papan- 

The writer has lived through the trou-
blesome war and post war years in Greece 
and England by the side of the Hellenic 
Royal family as a result of the position 
held by her late husband Sophocles Pa-
panicolaou as Economic Advisor to the 
King and Keeper of the Privy Purse. 

She, therefore, mingled with many rel-
evant persons of that era and has accord-
ingly objectively depicted to the best of 
her knowledge the important contribution 
of the Hellenic Royal family and in par-
ticular that of Queen Frederica. 
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dreou, Themistocles Sophoulis, Sopho-
cles Venizelos and Constantine Tsal-
daris. The British Prime Minister 
Churchill and some members of his 
Government, as well as Generals Alex-
ander, Maitland Wilson, Scobie and Ad-
miral Cunningham had all played a role 
in Greece' s defeat of the Communist 
menace. 

Was this really going to be the end of 
the killings? The Communists threatened 
future bloodshed when they embarked 
on "The Third Round". As always free-
dom had to be paid for, with blood, a 
much more expensive commodity than 
mere money! 

As mentioned before "ELAS" had  

been infiltrated by German and Bulgar-
ian "Fifth Columnists", who set out to 
fulfill Hitler's promise of reducing 
Greece to a field of ruins. We had won, 
but we were drained, reduced to nervous 
rags. Many of my friends had been cru-
elly murdered by Communists. Their 
feet smashed by hammers, the soles of 
their feet lacerated by scythes, their eyes 
gouged out by hoes, and young women 
with their breasts cut off. The glory of 
the past was clouded by the brutal real-
ity of the present. 

The field of Marathon, the site of the 
battle which halted the Persian advance 
into Greece, was the Greek equivalent 
of "the killing fields of Cambodia". The 



ancient battle field was strewn with these 
dead and crushed bodies, the glaring 
result of Communist brutality. Bodies 
lying out in the sun, the food of hawks 
and crows. What a dreadful illustration 
of our sorrow. The words of Goethe 
come to mind: 

"Who, never ate his bread in sorrow 
Who never spent his night. Weeping and 
waiting for the morrow. Knows you not 
Oh, divine power." 

I visited this dreadful place and saw 
these atrocities myself, while walking 
among the bodies two villagers ap-
proached us and told us of their horrific 
experiences. 

"Oh Miss! They were demons. The 
"ELAS" soldiers came, many of them s-
peaking languages we didn't understand, 
and told us that they would kill us if we 
didn't leave. We haven't seen such cru-
elty before. Even the Germans were bet-
ter! 'The cries of those forlorn people ... 
the cries of the children will forever ring 
in our ears. Why did God let this hap-
pen? Why has he allowed us to suffer 
like this?" 

So we left Marathon, leaving parents 
to search for the bodies of their children. 
Their plaintive cries still echo in my 
head. To think that the Communists 
compared incidents such as this to jew-
els, is almost impossible to credit: 

"TEN YEARS OF STRUGGLE OF 
KKE" (Communist Party of Greece.) 

The struggle of December 1944 was 
a popular armed resistance against the 
reactionary coup d'etat, which sought to 
repress the uneventful and peaceful dem-
ocratic evolution of the country. It is the 
diamond of the struggle of our nation 
for a democratic recreation and the free-
dom of Greece.... The struggle of De-
cember places Greece in the front line 
of the battle for the freedom of the peo-
ple.... We are crushing the dark powers 
of force for the benefits of the anti-fas-
cist powers in a war for democracy and 
national freedom." 

Like many others Anthony Benakis 
was released by his Communist captors, 
and the first thing he did after receiving 
his freedom was to reply to Queen Fre-
derica's letter of October 1944, 

"29th December, 1944 Athens. 
Madam, 
... The New Red Cross Committee, 
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The Royal Family, Tatoi, 1955 

is determined to do everything it can to 
help our unhappy people, in every pos-
sible way and I am writing at the request 
of my nephew, President of the Red 
Cross, to implore your Highness to do 
everything you can to help. He of course 
attaches the greatest importance to Your 
Royal Highness' mobile clinics and vast 
quantities of winter clothing and blan-
kets, your efforts have so successfully got 
together. 

We are without food, without water, 
without electricity, without any means 
of communications, without money. The 
hospitals have been destroyed. Thou-
sands of people have been taken hostage 
and are suffering untold agonies. Thou-
sands have been murdered. Our houses 
are full of refugees from parts of the 
town occupied by the Communists, and 
we all run the risk of being shot whilst 
walking along the streets or sitting in our 
houses. I will not continue describing our 
living conditions, they are really too har-
rowing ... 

Always yours, most respectfully 
A. Benaki 

To HRH Princess Frederica, Crown 
Princess of Greece." 

The cars and goods promised by Fre-
derica arrived in Greece, and the clinics 
were set up. Volunteers of the Red Cross 
moved about the country helping the 
people. Elli Zelokostas, a Red Cross 
volunteer tells of the first relief the peo-
ple in the devastated countryside re-
ceived. The misery and terror of the war 
years and the ensuing revolt had taken 
their toll. Conditions were appalling. 
Many families had lost at least one if 
not more members. The Red Cross was 
the only source of relief available as the 
Government did not have the time nor 
the resources to offer much in the way. 

February 1945. 
What a day! All of us alive after that 

terrible turmoil. My fiance arrived in 
Athens on a special mission for King 
George. My brother, Michael docked 
upon the corvette "Tombazis", in excel-
lent health both of them. Happy to see 
them alive. My mother told us the time 
had come to officially announce our en-
gagements. Mine to Sophocles Papani-
colau and Lena to my brother. This par- 

ty was the first reception held in our 
house since war began. We were show-
ered with presents of jewellry and clothes 
all in one day. We could hardly believe 
our eyes. My fiance, Sophocles, and my 
brother Michael stayed only a forth-
night, before returning to their duties. 
They left and I realized I wanted to leave 
Greece myself. I wanted to escape all this 
death and destruction. I wanted to see 
my father and go out into another 
world. My fiance wanted us to marry 
and be happy like everyone else. So he 
arranged with the help of General Alex-
ander's HQ for me to leave on a mili-
tary aircraft. At the last moment my seat 
was taken by a diplomatic courier. Des-
perately, trying to find another means 
of transport, an uncle of mine appeared, 

John Paleocrasas, and told us that one 
of his cargo ships was lying in the port 
of Piraeus and I could have a berth to 
Alexandria. On boarding the ship, I 
found my cousins and some other 
friends. Certainly the Mediterranean 
was still full of mines, but who cared, 
the thought never crossed my mind. Af-
ter a voyage of three days we arrived in 
Alexandria in the middle of June. 

There waiting for me were Prince 
Paul's ADCs. Flight Captain C. Pota-
mianos and Captain Mavrogenis along 
with his sister Machi. They took me at 
once to a hotel, and that evening we all 
had dinner together. They presented me 
with a full diary of invitations to Greek 
and Egyptian homes in the city, all were 
friends of the Prince. Next day I had 
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lunch with Prince Paul and Princess Fre-
derica and to my surprise one of the 
guests was Sophocles Venizelos. Al-
though I was strongly pro-royalist and 
we were not supporters of Venizelos, but 
his conduct during the past year had 
been first class, so we all enjoyed a very 
friendly conversation. That evening a big 
party was held by Mrs. Argyni Salva-
gos and I was included amongst the 
guests. I couldn't believe my eyes at the 
beauty and civilized way people lived. I 
had quite forgotten such things were 
possible. I felt I had been transported to 
paradise by an angel. 

I was spellbound to see the garden 
beautifully lit, the Egyptian waiters 
dressed in white "salvars" resplendent in 
white turbans and red and gold embroi-
dered jackets. The tables weighed down 
by shining silver. My God, the dresses 
of the ladies! Their jewellery blinding me, 
while they talked and laughed happily, 
what a contrast to the last five years of 
my life! 

When I told Mrs. Salvagos, the aunt 
of my friends Argyni and Lena (now 
Samaras) that I didn't believe that peo-
ple could live like that she replied: "My 
poor child, we followed the horrors that 
you all went through. You were in our 
thoughts all the time." 

On the following day I was invited 
by the couple S. Sidarous Pasha, ex-
Egyptian Ambassador to Greece and his 
wife, to their beautiful villa in the city. 
His wife Marie-Agathe embraced me 
fondly expressing her delight that I had 
escaped from Greece unscathed. We 
went out onto the verandah and there 
below in the garden, were over 200 Al- 

lied Officers ... British, American, 
French and Greek ... to whom she an-
nounced.... 

"Here is a young girl who, has es-
caped from tortured Greece." The offic-
ers replied by bursting into the Greek 
song "Akoma ena Potiraki", a song 
which had become the unofficial Greek 
anthem. Loula Nomikos was also at that 
reception and she invited me to spend 
the following day with her at home. This 
I did. She told me all about her time in 
South Africa with Princess Frederica, 
about the charity work they did there 
and the wonderful friendship, Frederi-
ca had with Smuts. I expressed surprise 
at seeing Venizelos at the Crown Prin-
cess' luncheon party, and Loula, an ar-
dent royalist, told me that when she met 
the man she was really shocked. So 
shocked that she could not disguise her 
surprise. Frederica understood the reac-
tion and invited my friend for a cup of 
coffee on the following day, where she 
explained that royalist and Venezelist 
policies were just a minute in the long 
history of Greece. As Greece is a small 
country with a tiny population, we could 
not divide the nation, we had all to be 
united. We had to forget the past and 
now look forward to the future. As a 
matter of fact I found that she was per-
fectly right in this respect, and we talked 
about the implications for a long time. 
We both agreed that the past must be 
forgotten, so we could confront the new 
enemy of communism. 

And so life continued in Egypt, swim-
ming in the Sidi Bishr, diving into the 
big waves of Mandara, sailing dinghies 
and evening dinners at the beautiful  

"Romance Restaurant". Visits to Cairo, 
and staying at the "Mena House Hotel" 
in Giza near the Pyramids. Visiting those 
Pyramids at sunrise, and all the time 
surrounded by cousins and friends, let-
ting me forget the sad years we had 
passed in Greece. One day over lunch 
with Princes Frederica at Loula's house, 
I told her how amazed I was by the daz-
zling life in Egypt, and she told me to be 
careful as I was alone. The Princess, de-
spite her youth, had a strong character 
and intelligence beyond her years. She 
told me of an embarrassing episode that 
occurred during a reception in Alexan-
dria, attended by King Farouk. When 
Paul and she arrived in the beautiful 
garden site of the party, she noticed 
Oueen Farida was absent. She was told 
the Queen was upstairs. According to 
Egyptian tradition the Queen had to re-
main separate from the guests. Frederi-
ca went up to meet Farida. She found 
the Egyptian in a room, smoking a cig-
arette, and they chatted happily togeth-
er. Suddenly a young lady in waiting 
burst in warning her that the King was 
on his way upstairs Immediately Fari-
da put out the cigarette saying that 
Farouk did not like her to smoke. When 
the King entered the room, the Oueen 
left Frederica and Farouk alone. The 
Egyptian King looked at the Greek 
Crown Princess, stating that he liked 
pretty ladies. Frederica said that was 
wonderful. The King then looked out of 
the window saying: "Look at all those 
girls down there, I know many of them!" 
Frederica replied politely, not realizing 
the intent of his comment. The King 
moved closer to her, and she sensed that 
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she was in a difficult position. Embar-
rassed she quickly asked: 

"Do you know my husband?" 
The King rapidly retorted, asking her 

if she loved him. Understanding that 
Frederica did not want his attention: "I 
am also very much in love with my wife". 
With that he quickly left the room. Her 
attitude saved the situation, which could 
have ended badly. 

We were surprised by this episode, 
but then I heard that Farouk frequently 
made passes at women in this manner. I 
was really surprised that a King could 
behave in this medieval way. 

At the end of June a message arrived 
from my fiance that he had arranged for 
me to leave Port Said, on the troop ship, 
"Andes" bound for Southampton. So at 
the beginning of July I said good-bye to 
Egypt and happily sensing I was arriv-
ing at the end of my journey set sail for 
England. The ship had aboard, troops 
who had served in Burma along with 
some ladies belonging to the British Dip-
lomatic Corps, Wrens, and a contingent 
of Italian prisoners who were to be dis-
embarked in Naples. The Mediterranean 
was full of mines, a ship ahead the 
"Nieuw Amsterdam" was sunk by one. 
Aboard our ship were the English wid- 

ows, whose husbands had been killed 
by the Japanese; with them were their 
fatherless children homeward bound for 
England. The ship docked in Naples, 
which had been recently liberated by the 
Allies. The streets of the city were alive 
with music, interspersed with Neapoli-
tan songs to welcome the POWs home. 
It was a folkloric event. Sirens sounded 
every morning to awaken us to take our 
places on deck for lifeboat drill. We were 
obliged to wear our life jackets through-
out the day. We all dressed for dinner, 
and arrived bedecked with mae wests at 
our tables, which made eating very DIF-
FICULT. There were only three ladies 
at our table, the others were men, Brit-
ish and French officers. My job was to 
act as interpreter. Ten days later our 
ship dropped anchor in Southampton. 
We were welcomed by a small band 
playing war marches. The tragedy was 
the return of the war widows to their 
families. I saw my father and my fiance 
waiting on the quayside for me, and I 
tried to put out of mind all the miseries 
of the past. For me it was the moment 
of joy which overtook my whole exist-
ence. 

My father looked older and tears 
were running down his cheeks. He 
hugged me and told me I looked won-
derful: "How I missed you all!" I was 
saddened to see my father growing old-
er. My fiance looking so handsome, and 

I turned my head ... here was my future, 
overjoyed to see him. The boat train 
took us to London. We went straight to 
my father's house close to Marble Arch. 
We had a splendid dinner that night. My 
father dearly loved Sophocles, who had 
spent most of the war years with him in 
London, and was now delighted to see 
us reunited so happily. 

Sophocles told me that the King ex-
pected us to have tea with him in his 
apartment at Claridge's Hotel, at four 
o' clock the next afternoon. 

My father and I arrived at Claridge's, 
where my fiance was waiting and we 
went up to the King's apartment on the 
first floor. When I saw King George, I 
felt very emotional. It was the first time 
I had met him. For me he was a war 
hero, who had gone through so much in 
order to save my country and contrib-
ute to the Allied cause. This gentleman 
soldier, received me with great kindness 
and understanding and immediately told 
me: 

"I know my child what you went 
through. Far too young to face such 
horrors. Here at least we had only to face 
German bombs. The fascists could not 
bring the full force of their hatred upon 
us here, unlike in our country." 

Part II in the December issue 
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DO ROMAN CATHOLICS AND EASTERN 
ORTHODOX HAVE ANYTHING IN COMMON? 

By Rev. Dr. MILTON B. EFTHIMIOU 

Recently, His All Holiness Bartho-
lomew I, Ecumenical Patriarch of Con-
stantinople, flew to Rome and met with 
Pope John Paul II for discussion relat-
ing to issues which divide both Church-
es. This trip followed visitations which 
His All Holiness made to other Patri-
archates. The needs and concerns of the 
other Orthodox Churches were part of 
the topics of the relationship between 
Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism. 

This fall, three other events are tak-
ing place: 

--The visit of Pope John Paul II to 
New York and New Jersey. Archbish-
op Iakovos and Orthodox Clergy will 
meet several times with the Pope in ecu-
menical meetings. 

--Second, the Orthodox/Catholic 
Theological Consultation will meet in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in order to cele-
brate the 50th session of the Consulta-
tion, which continues, under the co-
chairmanship of Bishop Maximos of 
Pittsburgh and Archbishop Rembert 
Weakland of Milwaukee, to present pa-
pers in ecumenical dialogue in the quest 
for Christian unity. 

--Third, the Orthodox/Catholic Bish-
ops-U.S.A. Conference will have an his-
toric meeting in Rome and in Constan-
tinople this fall on the following topics: 
Interfaith Marriages; the recent meeting 
in Balamand, Lebanon; how seculariza-
tion affects marriage and family. This is 
the first time that Orthodox and Roman 
Catholic Bishops from the U.S.A. and 
Canada will hold a conference of this 
magnitude at the Phanar and Rome. The 
topic of the Eastern Catholic Churches 

Fr. Efthimiou is the Executive Director for 
Inter-Church Relations for the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America and the Ecumenical Officer for the 
Standing Conference of Canonical Ortho-
dox Bishops in the Americas ( SCOBA). 

(Uniatism) will also be on the agenda. 
Why all this activity and meetings 

between the separated Churches of the 
East and the West, between Orthodox 
and Roman Catholicism? Since our two 
Churches are in schism, are we compro-
mising the faith in these fraternal rela-
tions? 

Relationships between Eastern Or-
thodoxy and Roman Catholicism is an 
ongoing dialogue as we have seen. But 
in many parts of the world, and even in 
the U.S.A., theological dialogue has be-
come strained and relations have cooled, 
especially since 1990, because of tensions 
between members of the two Churches 
in the newly freed former Communist 
states of Eastern Europe regarding own-
ership of church property and prosely-
tizing. In fact the question of inter-faith 
marriages between Roman Catholics 
and Orthodox in one of the three Or-
thodox/Catholic Dialogues, of which 
this writer is co-chairman, has caused 
many difficulties on ecclesiological and 
family issues. In the joint statement be-
tween Patriarch Bartholomew and Pope 
John Paul II, recently in Rome, tensions 
between the two Churches were recog-
nized by all but also the need to contin-
ue working together in love and respect 
for one another was emphasized. 

"In the course of history and in the 
more recent past there have been attacks 
and acts of oppression on both sides. As 
we prepare, on this occasion, to ask the 
Lord for His great mercy, we invite all 
to forgive one another and to express a 
firm will that a new relationship of 
brotherhood and active collaboration 
will be established." 

Contemporary and Past Relations 

Where do these tensions originate? Is 
there reason to believe, as some say, that 
any attempts for unity are nothing but 
a deception by Rome to bring the recal- 

citrant Orthodox back into the fold? 
Perhaps, the starting point should be 

the gradual attempts for reconciliation, 
when relations between East and West 
began waning even before the Schism of 
1054. Since 1054 when "anathemas" 
were exchanged between the Pope of 
Rome and the Patriarch of Constanti-
nople, unfortunately, over the two issues 
which separated the two Churches, "Fil-
ioque" and "Primacy" attempts for solv-
ing differences were so heavily imbued 
with political considerations that 
through the centuries these attempts 
only exacerbated tensions. There was the 
infamous "Council of Florence" of 1439 
(and before then other councils), at 
which a false union document was 
signed. Before and after this council, the 
absolute authority of the Pope over and 
above other bishops was consistently re-
pudiated by the Orthodox who never 
acknowledged the papal claims of uni-
versal jurisdiction, or the 19th century 
innovation of papal "infallibility" pro-
claimed at Vatican I (1853). 

During this time, and even until the 
present, there were many attempts to co-
erce a vast population of Eastern Eu-
rope and Russia to accept Rome's au-
thority. For example, in the sixteenth 
century, shifting political boundaries 
caused forced conversions of the Ortho-
dox by Rome, especially Jesuits, legiti-
mized by the Council of Brest-Litovsk 
in 1596, which proclaimed the "Union" 
of the Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
Churches within the Polish-Lithuanian 
State. 

This action had ramifications beyond 
these borders in order to facilitate the 
"uniting" of Orthodox Christians with 
the See of Rome. The Orthodox were 
allowed to retain the Eastern (Byzantine) 
rite and many aspects of Orthodox wor-
ship -- icons, iconostasis, Orthodox vest-
ments, the liturgical services of St. John 
the Chrysostom and St. Basil, with the 
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only difference being the commemora-
tion of the Pope instead of the Patriarch. 
These Churches came to be known as 
"Uniate" Churches, a term Eastern Cath-
olics find offensive. Today, there is a 
sharp division between members of these 
churches and the Orthodox over church 
property, and accusations of proselytism 
on both sides. 

Ecumenical Dimensions of 
Uniatism Today 

It is generally accepted that Uniatism 
is inconsistent with both Roman Cath-
olic and Orthodox ecclesiology. It ham-
pers any and all of our present dialogues. 
Although Uniates are described as East-
ern Orthodox or Greek Catholic 
Churches, they remain in fact simply an 
eastern or oriental rite within the Ro-
man Catholic Church. If the Roman 
Catholic Church wants to be consistent 
in its ecclesiology, it must state categor-
ically and openly that Uniate Churches 
are a part of the Roman Catholic 
Church and not separate Eastern or 
Oriental Churches. The recent meetings 
of the Pope and Patriarch Bartholom-
ew have brought us closer to this under-
standing in confirming that "the effort 
which aims to bring about the unity of  

the Church by separating from the Or-
thodox faithful without taking into ac-
count that, according to ecclesiology, the 
Orthodox Church is a sister Church, 
which itself offers the means of grace and 
salvation (Freising Conference, 1990). 
Both at Freising and most recently at 
Balamand (1993), the Joint Internation-
al Commission for the Theological Di-
alogue between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Orthodox Church unan-
imously declared that: "We reject Uni-
atism as a method of unity opposed to 
the common Tradition of our Church-
es." A similar rejection was made by the 
Primates of all Orthodox Churches who 
met recently at the Phanar in a special 
meeting. 

What this all means is that in spite of 
the past, the unity of Roman Catholic 
and Orthodox Churches has to be con-
sidered on the basis of the ecclesiology 
of communion between "sister Church-
es." This ecclesiology implies the mutu-
al recognition of each church of the ec-
clesiality of the other church, even 
though the Orthodox Church still con-
siders the western, Latin branch of 
Christianity, as being in schism with cer-
tain tenets of the One, Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church. This theological ba-
sis excludes any attempt by one church  

to attract into its own membership in-
dividuals or groups of the other church 
or compete with Christian mission and 
witness of the other Church. 

Unfortunately, this idealistic concept 
has broken down repeatedly. Cardinal 
Ratzinger, the most powerful cleric in 
the Vatican after the Pope, wrote "to the 
Bishops of the Catholic Church of the 
Congregation of the Doctrine of the 
Faith" to the regret of the Orthodox, in 
which it is suggested that unity should 
be ecclesiologically thought of as a re-
turn to a papocentric understanding of 
the Church and to the old model of uni-
ty meant as submission to a central pow-
er claiming universal jurisdiction. Al-
though this concept has since been repu-
diated by some Roman Catholic theolo-
gians, it was a major blow to Orthodox/ 
Roman Catholic rapprochement and re-
lations. To some Orthodox, this was and 
is the basis for suspicion that the Roman 
Catholic Church is not sincere in its deal-
ings with the Orthodox. 

Is There Hope for Reconciliation? 

Christian spirituality of the Fathers of 
the Church, and of the Ecumenical Coun-
cils, is expressed through mutual forgive-
ness and the healing of relationships with 
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other people. The Gospel of love re-
quires us to walk in the steps of the mar-
tyrs and confessors of the faith, the op-
pressed and the victims of injustice in 
their search for justice of reconciliation. 
This was the message of Pope John Paul 
II in his visit to the U.S.A. This was the 
message of Patriarch Bartholomew I at 
Patmos. We are all invited for the full 
manifestation of God's given commu-
nity which is not a world without suf-
fering, but rather a striving together to 
live in God's Kingdom. This is why Jesus 
admonished us to be reconciled with our 
sisters and brothers, before giving our 
commitment in dialogue and Christian 
fellowship. We do this for the fulfillment 
of His Kingdom to come "forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward 
to what lies ahead" (Phil. 3:13). 

Against this background of our com-
mon faith, we consider the meeting of 
the Patriarch and Pope, the dialogues 
between the Orthodox and Roman 
Catholics as part of the larger process 
of the estrangement of the Orthodox 
Church and the Roman Catholic 
Church. Since our respective churches 
are built upon the same foundation, the 
Apostolic Tradition and the Sacred 
Scriptures, sharing this common heri-
tage gives the Churches of East and West 
a common source of living theology 
from which to draw as we move forward 
toward a more complete unity. To do 
this, means return to our historical tra-
dition and roots in order to answer the 
theological and ecclesiological questions 
of Filioque, Primacy, Proselytism, Uni-
atism, etc. 

Do Roman Catholics and Orthodox 
have anything in common? They do, be-
cause though 15 centuries have come 
and gone since the eruption of christo-
logical and ecclesiological controversies, 
the desire for ecclesial accord still burns 
in our hearts and souls, encompassing 
the "oneness" to which Christ calls all 
Christians. But after assessing our ac-
tivities over the past centuries, the ec-
clesial accord must be based on a true 
understanding of the nature and mission 
of Christ's Church. This is so because 
ecumenical conversations so far have led 
to the recognition that many of the re-
maining difficulties in the theological di-
alogue between Roman Catholics and 

Chicago's Greektown is scheduled to 
get a historic new look. The well known 
Greektown area that runs along Halst-
ed Street from Monroe to the Eisenhow-
er Expressway is scheduled for a multi-
million dollar renovation. 

Mayor Daley and the City of Chica-
go have approved plans prepared by the 
Greek American Community under the 
leadership of the United Hellenic Amer-
ican Congress (UHAC) to help enhance 
the vibrant business strip of Greek res-
taurants and shops along Halsted Street. 

Under the sponsorship of UHAC, 
beautification efforts include new wid-
ened sidewalks with trees and sculptured 
gardens depicting Greek history. Hellen-
ic columns and design work along the 

Orthodox have their roots in different 
ecclesiologies, especially in different con-
cepts of the place and mission of the 
Church in God's saving and transform-
ing action. 

To make the Orthodox/R. Catholic 
dialogue meaningful, our conversations 
heretofore must deal with three basic 
topics: 

1. The question of authority in the 
Church; 

2. The relations between Church and 
human beings; 

3. The ecclesiological basis of a com-
mon Christian witness and service in a 
broken world crying out for reconcilia-
tion and renewal. 

Is there hope for reconciliation? There 
is, but we must assess the way along 
which our Lord has already brought us 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit, and go 
forward yet more boldly and hopefully 
on the path He Himself has opened up, 
and in which He constantly walks ahead 
of us and awaits us! Note: Fr. Efthimi-
ou is the Executive Director for Inter-
Church Relations for the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of North and South 
America and the Ecumenical Officer for 
the Standing Conference of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas 
(SCOBA).  

streets with major entranceways depict-
ing Greek history and culture will wel-
come visitors to one of Chicago's most 
exciting ethnic dining areas. 

Included in the renovation plans are 
the development of a Hellenic Museum 
and Cultural Center where artifacts sup-
plied by the Government of Greece will 
be on display along with the various 
cultural programs, ie. music, lectures, 
plays will be presented. Many historical 
displays of past and present Greek 
American experience will also be on dis-
play. 

The United Hellenic American Con-
gress, along with the Greek-American 
community in Greektown and the Hel-
lenic community at large, have worked 
with the City in creating this new and 
exciting improvement to one of Chica-
goos most popular areas. The City will 
contribute two million dollars which en-
ables the redevelopment to begin imme-
diately and be ready for next summer. 
The property owners will match the City 
with one million dollars derived from a 
special taxing district that will help to 
maintain the various improvements to 
the area. 

In conjunction with the redevelop-
ment of the Greektown area, Mr. An-
drew Athens, National Chairman of 
UHAC, announces that through the ef-
forts of many Greek-Americans in the 
Chicagoland area that the Mayor of 
Athens, Greece and Mayor Daley of 
Chicago have signed an agreement 
which creates a friendship city relation-
ship between Chicago and Athens. 
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OSS lieutenant John Alexander joins a group from Kapetan Petergeorge's guerrilla 
band attending church services in the mountains. (Alexander is pictured seated on a 

rock, just left of center, arrow) 

THE NAZI OCCUPATION 
OF CRETE 1941-1945 

By Dr. G.C. KIRIAKOPOULOS 

Dr. George C. Kiriakopoulos is a professor at Columbia University. He is the author of 
the international best seller Ten Days to Destiny - The Battle of Crete, 1941. The following 
are excerpts from his new book The Nazi Occupation of Crete, 1941-1945 (Subtitled "The 
Guns of Defiance") which was published thisSeptember by Praeger Publishers, 88 Post 
Road West, Westport, CT 06881. Tel: ( 203 ) 226-3571. His third book, When Duty Whis-
pers Low is also scheduled for publication this year. Dr. Kiriakopoulos, a contributing 
editor of the Greek-American Review, has written many articles on history in many national 
and international publications. 

LAST OF FOUR INSTALLMENTS 

After a lengthy sea voyage that took 
them from the Port of New York to 
Naples, to Piraeus, Greece, and thence 
to Suda Bay, Crete, the Alexander fam-
ily finally arrived at Nicholas's pater-
nal home on Grigoriou Street in Rethim-
non. In his anxiety to arrive at his desti-
nation and see his birthplace once again, 
he forgot to register with the American 
embassy in Athens. 

Nicholas Alexander found the island 
to be as primitive, beautiful, and peace-
ful as it has been when he had left it in 
1919. Unfortunately, that peaceful ex-
istence was marred when war came to 
Greece four months later as Italian 
troops crossed the Greco—Albanian 
frontier in Mussolini's attempt to ex-
pand his proclaimed new Roman Em-
pire. 

John Alexander saw many of his new 
young friends depart for military service, 
having been conscripted to serve in the 
Fifth Cretan Division, which was sent 
to the Albanian frontier. As an Ameri-
can, John was neutral. 

During the German airborne assault 
on Crete in May 1941, the Alexander 
family left for the safety of the southern 
mountains, hiding in caves during the 
heavy air bombardments that ensued. 
With the battle over and the occupation 
begun, this American family returned to 
its home on Grigoriou Street. 

To show the German occupying forc-
es that he was an American, as noted  

earlier, he hung the Stars and Stripes 
from a pole in front of his house, and a 
second one from the roof. He was proud 
to be an American, and he wanted to 
show his patriotism for his adopted land. 
It was also a security measure, to remind 
the Germans that his home was neutral 
territory. 

During one of his rounds through the 
village seated as usual on his white horse, 
Sergeant Fritz Schubert noted the Amer-
ican flag flying in front of the Alexander 
home and sneered at what he called typ-
ical American arrogance. 

"As far as I am concerned," he con-
fided to a civilian Gestapo agent as-
signed to his headquarters, "that 
damned Alexander clan is Greek and as 
such bears watching. See to it!" 

In time, the Alexander family's path 
would cross that of "The Turk," Fritz 
Schubert. 

With the battle concluded, there were 
many New Zealanders, Australians, and 
British soldiers of all ranks whose fight-
ing spirit would not allow them to sur-
render to the German victor. Approxi-
mately 1,000 men were able to escape 
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Paterakis atop the German military cemetery (Pictured with the author) Manoli Peterakis, a member of the 
Fermor-Moss kidnap team, pictured 

here as a guerrilla fighter in the 
resistance movement. 

from the stricken island in some man-
ner or other, while 11,835 others re-
mained behind to become prisoners of 
war. However, there were still 500 Com-
monwealth soldiers who roamed the hills 
and mountains of Crete seeking suste-
nance and shelter from the Cretan 
population—an assistance that they re-
ceived heartily and without qualm or 
question. 

The Germans called these stragglers 
"deserters" and sought to apprehend 
them. With the arrival of the Gestapo 
on Crete, a program was initiated that 
became ruthless in its enforcement not 
only for the hunted escapees but also for 
the civilians who harbored them. 

One night, two Australians were 
brought clandestinely to the home of 
Nicholas Alexander for refuge. The 
guide who brought them reasoned that 
no one would suspect that the neutral 
American would harbor stragglers. The 
plan was to keep the two Australians 
secluded until the appropriate opportu-
nity arose to transport them to the 
southern coast of Crete for evacuation 
by boat to Egypt. 

Private John Carr and Corporal 
James Matthews of the Eleventh Aus-
tralian Battalion were apprehensive, for 
they did not wish to endanger the lives 
of the Alexander family. But Nicholas 
Alexander welcomed them, alleviated  

their fears with his good—natured 
warmth, and secluded them in a hidden 
room, entry to which was by a trapdoor 
in the wall of the main bedroom. 

Nicholas shared his family's meager 
meal with his two guests, and at night, 
his son John, who had developed a close 
relationship with them, would take them 
out into the backyard for fresh air. Un-
fortunately, one night they were ob-
served by a neighbor. 

The neighbor innocently and 
thoughtlessly spoke of his discovery at 
the local coffee house. It was overheard 
by one of Fritz Schubert's civilian 
agents, an informer masquerading as a 
visitor from another village. It was his 
function to sit and listen, and unobserv-
edly eavesdrop on all conversations. 
When he heard the whisper about the 
two Australians and the Alexander fam-
ily, he rushed to file his report with Schu-
bert. 

The next day, two Volkswagen jeeps 
skidded to a halt amidst a cloud of dust 
in front of the Alexander house on Grig-
oriou Street. Schubert and three Gesta-
po troopers rushed the house, smashing 
the door in with one blow from a rifle 
butt. 

Schubert entered behind his three 
Gestapo men, pistol in hand, glowering 
at Nicholas Alexander, who was seated 
with his wife, son, and two daughters at 
the table in the main room. The surprise 
created by this noisy and abrupt intru-
sion into their home was evident on their  

faces and immediately replaced by ap-
prehension. They thought of the two 
Australians in the hidden room. Mrs. 
Alexander cast a quick glance toward 
the bedroom with its trapdoor. 

Nicholas Alexander rose from his seat 
slowly. "What do you want here?" he 
inquired of Schubert in a voice one 
would use to challenge a trespasser. 

Schubert looked at him with hate-
filled eyes, his dark complexion turning 
red with rage. "How dare you question 
me, you Greek, who dares hide under 
the American flag!" 

With a motion of his hand, Schubert 
ordered two of his men directly to the 
bedroom where they quickly found the 
trapdoor. John caught his father's look 
and followed the Germans, just in time 
to see them enter the hidden room. The 
two Australians were seized and rough-
ly dragged out of the house. John ran 
after them, only to be stopped at the 
door by the third German. 

It was obvious that they had been 
betrayed. Later, John learned that the 
guide who had brought the Australians 
to the Alexander house had been cap-
tured and tortured. It was obvious that 
he had revealed the secret before he died. 

Nicholas Alexander overcame his ini-
tial shock and protested vehemently. 
"You cannot enter this house without 
permission! I am an American citizen. 
So is my family!" 

Schubert stared at Nicholas, sur- 
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prised that this Cretan had the audacity 
to speak to him so authoritatively, and 
enraged that he had dared to sequester 
Australian stragglers, contrary to Ger-
man occupation restrictions. 

Nicholas rushed to the drawer of his 
desk and took out two American pass-
ports—one of himself and his wife, and 
the other which pictured his three chil-
dren. 

"Here, we are American citizens, neu-
trals!" he shouted angrily at Schubert, 
and with that he leaned forward to show 
the documents to the German. "The 
Turk's" eyes blazed at the arrogance of 
this man who did not cower before him. 

Schubert turned abruptly and with a 
snap of his wrist fired his pistol at Nicho-
las Alexander. 

Whether he meant to frighten Nicho-
las or kill him will never be known. The 
bullet struck the elder Alexander in the 
forehead over one eye, propelling him 
backward. A splash of blood splattered 
the nearby wall and flowed from the 
large wound in the back of his head, 
where the bullet had exited. 

Katina, his wife, fainted and the two 
daughters screamed in terror. John, re-
covering quickly from the initial shock 
of seeing his beloved father murdered, 
threw himself at Schubert, grabbing him  

by the throat and epaulets. The third 
Gestapo trooper quickly stepped in and 
knocked John into unconsciousness with 
a blow from the butt of his rifle. 

Angered and livid that a civilian 
dared lay hands on his person, Schubert 
ordered the guard to take John Alex-
ander to Gestapo headquarters, togeth-
er with the two Australians. As he 
walked out of the room, he cast an in-
different glance at the dead man lying 
on the floor in a spreading pool of blood, 
with his wife collapsed beside him, and 
the two girls sobbing hysterically at the 
tragedy meted to them by this evil Ges-
tapo man. 

Sergeant Schubert returned to Gesta-
po headquarters distressed. His com-
manding officer, Major Fuchs, must not 
learn that he had shot an American cit-
izen. If the American legation were to 
find out, there would be repercussions. 
To cover up, he realized that he must 
not keep John Alexander in the Rethim-
non prison. In order to be rid of him, he 
ordered two Gestapo troopers to drive 
the American to the prison compound 
at Aghia, in Prison Valley, well west of 
the city of Rethimnon, located in the 
Khania area. There, without a passport 
to prove his American origin, he would 
die from disease or firing squad. In ei- 

ther case, John Alexander's death would 
cover Schubert's indiscretion. 

The prison complex to which John 
was sent consisted of a group of one-
story buildings in a valley south of the 
village of Galatas, just east of Aghia vil-
lage. The British always referred to it as 
Prison Valley, whereas the local inhab-
itants spoke of it as the prison at Aghia. 
Before the war, it was an agricultural 
rehabilitation prison. In either case, it 
was a camp where all prisoners faced 
death or disease, and most often both. 
One section of buildings housed the 
Commonwealth prisoners of war, while 
in the other buildings were the civilian 
detainees, crowded together like cattle. 

It would be difficult to envisage the 
conditions that prevailed in the Prison 
Valley complex where civilians were tor-
tured and executed without trial. There 
were the screams of the tortured and the 
sobs of the sick and feeble, soon to die. 
Daily, in groups of ten, they were taken 
out and shot in the field beyond the pris-
on complex. The prison had become a 
death camp. 

John Alexander, sitting in a corner of 
the building into which he had been cast, 
still had not fully recovered from the 
shock of seeing his father slain. Trage-
dy had entered his young life quite sud-
denly. His sorrow was compounded by 
his concern for the welfare of his moth-
er and two sisters. Their friends in the 
United States were right, he thought, 
when they had advised his father against 
traveling to Europe at a time when the 
threat of war was so imminent. 

He still nursed the cut at the side of 
his head caused by the rifle butt that had 
knocked him senseless. It was a cut that 
would leave a permanent scar. Yet, at 
this time, that cut and the event that had 
preceded it back at Grigoriou Street 
awakened in him a feeling he had never 
known before. It was a feeling of fum-
ing anger that slowly turned to hate. 

For John Alexander, that moment 
marked the end of the innocence of 
youth and the beginning of the maturi-
ty of manhood. He vowed to avenge his 
father's death, and he swore revenge on 
Schubert and on the rest of the Nazis 
who had brought death and sorrow into 
his family. 

It became a vow that he would nur- 
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ture each day of the war. To fulfill that 
vow, however, John realized that he 
would have to escape from this hellish 
prison before he, too, became a victim. 
Then, he would return to Rethimnon, 
kill that Turkish Gestapo beast, Schu-
bert, and rescue his mother and sisters. 
But first he must escape. 

Within a few days, John Alexander 
noted that there was a daily detail of 
prisoners selected by the guards from the 
more able—bodied. It was a burial detail 
chosen to bury the many who had died 
the previous day from disease or firing 
squad. He toyed with the idea that this 
might be a way for him to escape from 
this hell. On the fourth day of his im-
prisonment, John volunteered for the 
morning burial detail. 

There were two other young Cretan 
men in the work detail that day, Dino 
and Dimitri. John never learned their 
last names. Together, they pulled a two-
wheeled cart on which, with saddened 
respect, they placed the corpses, many 
of which were already swelling and rot-
ting with a terrible stench from the sear-
ing heat of the day. 

As he and his companions bent to 
pick up the decomposing body of a 
young woman, Alexander whispered 
furtively to Dino that at first opportu-
nity he was going to escape. Dino looked  

at him, without stopping what he was 
doing. Momentarily taken aback by the 
thought of escape, he grunted and agreed 
to join him. They passed the word to the 
other young man in the burial detail, 
Dimitri, but he was not as agreeable. 

"Why are you talking?" the guard 
shouted, pointing his rifle at them. Dino 
picked up the corpse's brassiere and with 
a sheepish smile showed it to the guard. 
The German's lip turned down in dis-
taste. Dino's quick thinking had fooled 
the inquisitive guard. 

Later that afternoon, as the three 
youths dug the huge crater that was to 
serve as a common grave for the corps-
es, John reminded them that it was now 
or never and beckoned the guard to 
come closer. Curious at John Alex-
ander's motion, the guard approached, 
and as he looked down into the grave 
site, Dino swung his shovel. Struck a full 
blow at the back of his head, the guard 
fell into a heap into the crater. H 
lay there motionless. 

John and Dino dropped their shov-
els and fled, heading southward toward 
the mountains. Dimitri stood there 
shocked at what Dino had done. He re-
alized that he could not stay behind, for 
he would be accused and shot. Though 
fearful and hesitant, he had no choice 
but to follow the other two, although  

he followed at a distance. 
They traveled all night until they 

reached the deep gorges and crags of the 
White Mountain range, where they felt 
some degree of safety. They were cer-
tain that as soon as the Germans dis-
covered what had happened they would 
pursue. 

The next morning, they stopped at a 
home on the outer fringe of a village. 
They feared to enter the village lest there 
be Germans about. The three refugees 
thanked the hosts for their hospitality 
and left that night, circumventing the 
village. 

They hiked all night, moving very 
slowly among the mountain trails, care-
fully picking their way over the rugged 
rocks, aided by the bleak light of a quar-
ter moon. They continued climbing un-
til fatigue had sapped their strength to 
the point of exhaustion. On a narrow 
plateau between two huge escarpments 
they found a sheepfold. All three crawled 
in and immediately fell into a deep sleep. 

The sun was high in the bright blue 
sky when the three still—exhausted young 
men were awakened by a gruff voice. Its 
owner jabbed a rifle into John Alex-
ander's ribs. John squinted at him 
through bleary eyes and assumed that 
they had been caught by the Germans. 
When the three stepped into the sunlight, 
they were relieved to see that he was not 
wearing a German uniform. 

When they explained to him who they 
were and what they had done, he smiled 
and remarked with some pride that he 
was a runner for a guerrilla group that 
tenanted these mountains and that he 
would guide them to safety. 

He was not much older than John, 
Dino or Dimitri and introduced himself 
as George Psychoundakis from Asi 
Gonia near Rethimnon. This short, lithe, 
bushy—haired guerrilla runner raced far 
ahead of the struggling trio, skipping 
from rock to rock, jumping over crevic-
es like a mountain goat, climbing ever 
upward over the rugged terrain of the 
Cretan mountains, leading the three ref-
ugees to safety. They hiked with little 
rest for two suns and three moons, until 
they finally reached the southern coast 
of Crete. 

Out of the darkness there loomed a 
huge edifice, built on a gentle slope and 
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cradled between two protective escarp-
ments. John Alexander felt a cool breeze 
flow past his hot cheek, a clean refresh-
ing wind that blew in from the Libyan 
Sea. 

"You will be safe here," Psy-
choundakis assured them. "These monks 
will take good care of you. Tomorrow, 
you will meet the abbot, Father Agath-
angelos Lagouvardos." 

"But where are we?" John asked the 
young guerrilla. 

"You are at the Monastery of Preve-
li, south of Rethimnon." 

For the first time in a week, John 
Alexander lay comfortably in a bed with 
a full stomach and free from the fear of 
death. And for the first time he realized 
that he did not know the full name of 
his two fellow escapees. In fact, he was 
destined never to see them again. 

When Fritz Schubert learned that 
Alexander had escaped from prison and 
that a guard had been killed in the pro-
cess, he was furious. In his rage, he 
sought to seize John's mother and two 
sisters, even his grandparents, as hostag-
es. But much to his chagrin, he discov-
ered that they had left for the safety of a 
village deep in the southern mountains, 
well out of his reach. In angry frustra-
tion, he ordered that any villagers held 
in the Rethimnon town jail be shot. Fif-
teen such innocent victims met their fate 
by this order. For Schubert to order an 
execution in the Galatas—Aghia area, 
where the escape had taken place, was 
out of his jurisdiction. He would not be 
assigned to the Khania area until 1914. 

The executions continued at random 
throughout the island. 

Soon an outcry of despair rose from 
the Cretan population. Nonetheless, 
their freedom-loving spirit would not 
yield in the face of such brutal oppres-
sion. Instead, they left their cities and 
villages for the safety of the rugged 
heights of the southern mountains, 
where they banded together to form an 
irregular army of resistance fighters. 
From the heights of these mountains 
they pursued a ferocious struggle against 
the Germans. The mountains and val-
leys soon echoed with the din of battle 
as skirmishes turned into bitter but short 
engagements. Many Cretans died in 
these struggles against a well—armed en- 

George Psychoundakis, the Cretan 
runner, who carried messages for 

Patrick Leigh Fermor and other agents 
of the Special Operations Executive on 
Crete. (Pictured in the mountains below 

his village ofAsi Gonia in 1941) 

Psychoundakis, as caretaker of the 
German military cemetery. (Pictured 

with the author) 

emy, but the toll of the German garri-
son was greater. Many areas of the is-
land became unsafe for a German sol-
dier to tread. Germans who went in fear-
lessly seldom came out alive. But the 
Germans still had their scapegoat—the 
Cretan civilian population — those that 
still remained in the villages. Eventual-
ly, the Cretan agony and despair became 
a cry for revenge. It became an outcry 
that reached the ears of the guerrillas, 
who vowed to fight and destroy the op-
pressor of their land. Thus, the stage was 
set for the creation of what was to be-
come the best organized and most ef- 

fective movement in the Cretan strug-
gle for freedom. 

At first, the Germans did not have 
the manpower or the organized admin-
istrative coordination to police the whole 
island thoroughly. The tired combat 
troops had already been relieved and 
replaced by fresh garrison soldiers 
which, unfortunately for the Cretans, 
included SS units and the Gestapo. 
However, these reinforcements were not 
sufficient in the face of the rising resis-
tance movement. 

General Alexander Andre, the Ger-
man occupation commander, needed 
more troops to help police the island and 
defend against these newly formed Cret-
an bands whose sting was beginning to 
be felt. His requests for additional men 
fell on deaf ears in the German High 
Army Command, the Ober Komman-
do des Heeres. The German General 
Staff was more concerned about the 
need for more men and supplies to 
strengthen General Erwin Rommel and 
his Afrika Korps in Libya, who at this 
time was striking toward the gates of 
Egypt. Additional troops were also 
needed to feed the massive effort of 
Operation Barbarossa which had begun 
on June 21-22 in order to bring Russia 
to its knees. There would be no more 
troops available to help police Crete. 

The German commandant of Crete 
now realized that if he offered amnesty 
to the Cretans, as had been requested 
earlier by the select civilian committee 
that had met with him, perhaps the ci-
vilian population would accept peace-
ful coexistence, and perhaps the newly 
formed guerrilla bands would desist 
from the nuisance attacks against Ger-
man outposts and patrols. The question 
that arose in General Andre's mind, 
however, was how he could consider this 
proposition of amnesty without losing 
face, in view of his earlier refusal. In 
granting such an amnesty, the Cretans 
might feel that it was being offered from 
a position of weakness. After careful 
review, he decided not to yield to this 
proposition. The executions would con-
tinue. 

Assistance in this matter now came 
from an unexpected source. Back on the 
Greek mainland, the vice—president of 
the Greek puppet government of Gen- 
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eral Tsolakoglu had heard the appeals 
regarding the daily slaughter of the in-
habitants of Crete, appeals that 
stemmed from some of his own minis-
ters in the puppet government. Vice-
President Logothetopoulos agreed to 
make a personal appeal to General An-
dre on behalf of the Greek puppet gov-
ernment. 

While in Crete, he also met with the 
select civilian committee from Khania 
which had initiated this request for am-
nesty. Bishop Xirouhakis, who had led 
the committee in an earlier meeting with 
General Andre, together with Nicholas 
Scoulas, the mayor of Khania, met with 
the vice-president in a schoolhouse in 
Khania. 

The Greek vice-president pressed on 
the committee the urgent need for a 
peaceful coexistence between the Cret-
an people and the German occupying 
forces. 

"Do not oppose them," he advised. 
"Remember, the war for us in Greece 
and in Crete is over. Let us live in peace." 

The bishop lowered his head and 
frowned at the futility of the vice—presi-
dent's words. The remark did not im-
press the mayor of Khania. 

"Let us live in peace with them?" he 
shouted angrily at the vice—president. 
Then he added sarcastically, "Tell that 
to the Germans!" 

General Andre was somehow im-
pressed with this latest effort for peace-
ful coexistance which resulted from the 
meeting between the Greek puppet vice-
president and the select Cretan commit-
tee. He therefore agreed to issue a de-
cree of amnesty only if the Cretan pop-
ulation would surrender all their weap-
ons. But the Cretans had no intention 
of surrendering their weapons; they did 
not trust the German commander. 

"Suppose," they argued, "we did give 
up all our weapons—and if the German 
goes back on his word, we would then 
be defenseless and at the mercy of our 
enemy." 

Indeed, the Cretans had in their pos-
session many rifles and machine guns 
which they had seized from the dead 
paratroopers during the thick of the 
fighting. Even during the last days of the 
battle, back on May 30-31, a delegation 
of old men had approached the head- 

quarters of Brigadier B. H. Chappel of 
the Welsh Regiment, commanding the 
defense forces at Iraklion, and had asked 
Chappel for arms to continue the fight 
after the British evacuation. Chappel 
was so moved by their pleas that he or-
dered that all available weapons in the 
armory be given to them. 

To conform with Andre's proposal 
and thus gain a reprieve from this 
slaughter of innocent civilians, Bishop 
Xirouhakis and his committee were able 
to collect approximately 1,800 weapons, 
70 percent of which were old vintage ri-
fles of an earlier era, while the remain-
der were defective. The modern weap-
ons remained hidden for use by the guer-
rilla forces. 

The promise of peaceful coexistence, 
added to this collection of weapons, sat-
isfied the German commandant. He had 
saved face and in so doing issued a de-
cree of limited amnesty. Thus, a momen-
tary cessation of executions went into 
effect in the early fall of 1941. It was not 
destined to last long. 

This amnesty came too late to soothe 
the grief, pain, and bereavement felt by 
the thousands of Cretans who had lost 
so many relatives in the bloodbath that 
had begun on June 1, 1941. It was too 
late to quell the hatred that had welled 
up in the Cretan heart. This hatred, cou- 

pled with the earlier cry for revenge that 
came from the victims of this Nazi 
slaughter, had reached the ears of those 
who had earlier fled to the mountains, 
and they intended to respond. 

The early attacks on German out-
posts and patrols were disorganized, 
even though they had a telling effect. 
After several such engagements, it be-
came obvious that the movements of the 
guerrilla forces were desultory. They 
needed organization, and to gain such 
organization they turned to several out-
standing men who had already estab-
lished themselves as patriots in the cause 
of freedom. 

Men like George Petergeorge—or 
Petrakogiorgiss—a businessman from the 
village of Megarikari, who had fought 
in the battle for Crete in the Maleme-
Khania area and had lost a son in the 
battle; Emmanuel Bandouvas from the 
village of Asites, who also had fought 
in the ten—day battle with outstanding 
heroism in the Iraklion area; and An-
thony Grigorakis, better known as the 
fearless Kapetan Satan, became leaders 
of three of the most effective guerrillas 
forces on Crete. All three men were giv-
en the honored title of "Kapetan" which 
in Crete denoted a leader, in this case a 
guerrilla leader. 

In early August 1941, these three 
Kapetans met with other guerrilla lead-
ers, such as Stefanogiannis and the he-
roic Mixali Xilouris, who had exhibited 
great leadership against the Germans of 
the Second Parachute Regiment at Re-
thimnon in the heat of the battle for the 
island. They met in the village of Asites 
located southwest of Iraklion, deep in 
the crags of Mount Ida. These leaders 
met to plan an organized strategy of at-
tack and resistance against the Nazi gar-
rison that occupied Crete. 

The meeting was lengthy, and the 
plans were well formulated. Before part-
ing, they all took an oath which they 
vowed to keep to the end. They clinked 
their wine glasses and swore "to fight the 
enemy of their land to the last drop of 
blood and until their island had gained 
its freedom, and the Cretan people their 
liberty." 

The Cretan Resistance Movement 
was now officially organized. 

32 
	 NOVEMBER, 1995 



Greek-Americans in Review By SOPHIA NIBI 

DR. ARTHUR ATHANS 
RETIRES AFTER 40 YEARS 

OF SERVICE 

Ti
e Rev. Dr. Arthur Athans who 

for the past 40 years served the 
Annunciation Parish in Dover, NH has 
retired. His parishioners held a moving 
testimonial in his honor, during which 
his Bishop, Methodios of Boston, high-
ly praised his lengthy ministry. 

Fr. Athans was born in Kimi, Evia, 
Greece. He holds the Bachelor of Arts 
and Bachelor of Divinity from Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox School of The-
ology; the Master of Theological Stud-
ies from the Boston University School 
of Theology, and the Doctor of Philos-
ophy in the classics from Somerset Uni-
versity in England. He was ordained to 
the diaconate on August 15, 1955 and 
to the priesthood on October 9 of the 
same year. On November 9, 1955 he and 
his presbyters Keta began their minis-
try in Dover. 

Father Athans is on the faculty of the 
University of New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Classics. He is the author of two 
books in classics and theology and of 
numerous magazine and newspaper ar-
ticles. A member of many professional 
associations, Fr. Athans has taught and 
guided the families of the Annunciation 
Parish with love, dedication, and enthu-
siasm. 

Always by his side is Presbytera Keta, 
a graduate of New York University, a 
Dover elementary school teacher who 
also taught Sunday School and served 
on the board of the Alkistis Ladies So-
ciety for 38 years. 

Fr. Arthur and Presbytera Keta are 
the parents of Geriann and Barbara. 
Geriann and her husband, Dr. John P. 
Athans reside in Plymouth, NH and are 
the parents of Andreas, Alexander, and 
Joanna. Barbara and her husband, Lest-
er Hoogeveen, reside in Somerswoth, 
NH and are the parents of Marena. 

PROF. ELIAS P. 
GYFTOPOULOS 

RECEIVES POTTER MEDAL 

prof. Elias P. Gyftopoulos of Lin 
coln, MA has been honored with 

the James Harry Potter Gold Medal of 
the American Society of Mechanical En-
gineers. Dr. Gyftopoulos is Ford Pro-
fessor of Mechanical and Nuclear En-
gineering at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 

Prof. Gyftopoulos has been on the 
faculty of MIT since 1955. He has been 
repeatedly honored as an outstanding 
scientist and teacher. During the past 20 
years he has dedicated his efforts to the 
study of cost-effective energy use in in-
dustrial processes and to teaching and 
research on a novel unified theory of 
quantum phenomena and thermody-
namics without statistical probabilities. 

LEONIDAS P. RAPTAKIS 
EYES RI CONGRESSIONAL 

SEAT 

Rhode Island State Representative 
Leonidas P. Raptakis who owns and 
operates Venus Pizza in Coventry, RI,  

is eyeing the Congressional seat of Rep. 
Jack Reed who is expected to seek the 
United States Senate seat of Claiborne 
Pell who has announced that he will re-
tire. Rep. Raptakis was born in Cran-
ston on November 18, 1959 (Happy 
Birthday!). His father, Peter, came to the 
United States in 1940 from the island of 
Andros, established the Washington 
Iron Works in Coventry in 1952 where 
he worked until his retirement in 1978. 
At the age of 11, Leonidas and his fam-
ily moved to Greece for three years. 
There he attended the American Com-
munity Schools in Halandri, Athens. 
Upon his return to Coventry, RI, he 
entered high school and graduated in 
1977. He studied at Rhode Island Jun-
ior College where he received an Asso-
ciates Degree in 1981. In 1985 he re-
ceived the Bachelor of Arts degree in 
History from Rhode Island College. 

Leonidas P. Raptakis was elected to 
the Rhode Island House of Representa-
tives in 1992. He serves on the Corpora-
tions Committee as well as on the Joint 
Committee on Small Business. He has 
also been appointed to the Special Com-
mission to Investigate High Utility Rates 
in Rhode Island and to the Governor's 
Task Force on Electromagnetic Fields. 
He continues to be the owner and pri-
mary operator of Venus Pizza Restau-
rant, a family business where he has 
worked since 1979. 

Rep. Raptakis is married to Donna 
Marie Degidio. They are the parents of 
Alexandria-Marie who is one years old. 
The family worships at the Annuncia-
tion Greek Orthodox Church in Cran-
ston. Lou is a member of Ahepa, Sopho-
cles Chapter 106, the American Hellen-
ic Institute, the American Hellenic Cul-
ture Society of Southeastern New En-
gland and the Alpha Omega Organiza-
tion. 
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ANGELO TOYIAS INDUCTED 
TO NORTHEASTER U HALL 

OF FAME 

Melo Toyias of Chestnut Hill, 
A has been inducted to North-

eastern University's Hall of Fame. The 
1956 graduate of Northeastern grew-up 
in the neighborhood of the Annuncia- 

tion Cathedral of Boston under the guid-
anceof his beloved priest,Fr. Iakovos Cou-
couzis (now Archbishop Iakovos). Angelo 
was a highly proficient three-sport athlete 
at Boston Tech and attended Northeast-
ern where he made history as a darting 
halfback during three winning football 
seasons. In track and field, he ran the dash 
and relay events and threw the javelin. On 
the diamond, he was a pocket rocket 
cleanup hitter as a Greater Boston League 
all star at shortstop. He graduated with 11 
varsity letters in football, track, and base-
ball and a degree in civil engineering. 
Following a two-year commitment in the 
United States Army, Angelo Toyias spent 
a quarter of a century with Control Data 
and AVCO corporations, and then joined 
Metropolitan Life where he is a Financial 
Planner. Angelo is married to Thalia 
Scantalides. 

MARCH 2-9, 1996 

PROF. STAVROS T. 
CONSTANTINOU SPOKE 

AT CHICAGO'S HELLENIC 
MUSEUM 

prof. Stavros T. Constantinou who 
teachers geography at Ohio State 

University, discussed Greek emigration 
to the United States and changing as-
pects of the Greek American population 
during a presentation at Chicago's Hel-
lenic Museum earlier this fall. 

Dr. Constantinou was born in Cy-
prus and earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in geography from Cyprus College. 
In 1976 he came to the United States on 
a Fulbright travel grant. He studied for 
the Master of Science degree in geogra-
phy and cartography at Western Ken-
tucky University. In 1982 he completed 
his doctoral studies in geography at 
Kent State University. He taught at 
Youngstown State University in Ohio 
for one year and began his association 
with Ohio State University, Mansfield 
Campus, in 1984. 
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GEORGE CHRYSSIS 
WILL HEAD PANCRETAN 

ASSOCIATION 

George C. Chryssis of Weston, 
MA has been elected president 

of the Pancretan Association of Ame-
rica. Mr. Chrysiss was born on the is-
land of Crete and was educated in the 
United States. He is a respected and 
admired entrepreneur, businessman, 
author and poet, a supporter of the 
Greek Orthodox Church on the local 
and national levels and an avid promoter 
of Hellenism. Mr. Chryssis who has 
served on the Board of Trustees of Hel-
lenic College-Holy Cross is currently on 
the boards of Northeastern University 
and Wentworth Institute. Honored re-
peatedly by the Greek American Com-
munity and the community at large, 
George Chryssis is featured in Who's 
Who in America and 12 other Who's 
Who titles. Mr. and Mrs. George 
Chryssis and their children worship at 
the St. Demetrios Church in Weston, 
MA. 

JUDGE CHARLES KOCORAS 
HELLENE OF THE YEAR 

Judge Charles P. Kocoras, of the 
United States District Court for 

the Northern District of Illinois, was 
named Hellene of the Year by the Hel-
lenic Bar Association of Illinois. He was 
recognized for his contributions to the  

legal community and for his tireless ef-
forts on behalf of Greek Americans. 

Judge Kocoras was appointed to the 
bench in 1980 by President Jimmy 
Carter. The son of Greek immigrants, 
he was raised on Chicago's South side, 
and graduated from Koreas Elementary 
School in Palos Hills, IL. Following 
completion of his undergraduate stud-
ies at DePaul University in 1961, he 
worked for the Internal Revenue Service 
while attending evening classes at De-
Paul University College of Law from 
which he graduated as valedictorian in 
1969. In 1971 he joined the United States 
Attorney's office in Chicago. In 1977, 
the Governor of Illinois, James Thomp-
son, appointed Charles Kocoras chair-
man of the Illinois Commerce Commis-
sion where he served till 1979 when he 
joined the Chicago Law firm of Stone, 
McGuire, Benjamin and Kocoras. He 
joined the bench in November 1980. 

FR. ELIAS D. VELONIS 
HONORED ON 20TH 

ANNIVERSARY AS PRIEST 

e Rev. Fr. Elias D. Velonis of 
Longmeadow, MA was honored 

by his parishioners at the St. Luke' Par-
ish in East Longmeadow on the 20th an-
niversary of his ordination to the priest-
hood. Bishop Methodios of Boston at-
tended the festivities and joined the St. 
Luke's Parishioners in praising Fr. 
Velonis' dedication for his ministry. 

Fr. Elias Velonis grew up in Phila-
delphia, PA and attended St. George 
Cathedral in that city. He is a 1970 
graduate of Hellenic College and a 1973 
graduate of Holy Cross Greek Ortho-
dox School of Theology. Metropolitan 
Silas ordained him to the diaconate on 
September 7, 1975 and Archbishop 
Iakovos ordained him to the priesthood 
six days later in the Chapter of the Holy 
Cross in Brookline, MA. He began his 
ministry at the Annunciation Cathedral 
in Baltimore, MD where he remained till 
October 1979 when the Church assigned 
him to the St. Luke Parish in East 
Longmeadow. 

Fr. Elias and Presbytera Mary (Sty-
lianopoulos) are the parents of Margo 
Athanasia and Thomas Elias. 

CYNTHIA KANGOS BAKER 
BECOMES WELLESLEY 
HIGH'S SWIM COACH 

ynthia Kangos Baker, 1986 
‘..../Wellesley High School graduate, 

has returned to her Alma Mater as the 
head coach for the girls' swim team. 
While a student at Wellesley High 
Cynthia was an outstanding swimmer 
who led her team to championships and 
earned her national recognition, includ-
ing a full scholarship to the University 
of Alabama where she excelled swim-
ming for the Crimson Tide. She trans-
ferred to Allegheny College and then to 
UMass in Boston where she received a 
degree in psychology and biology in 
1992. The stellar athlete swam for the 
Greek National Team in the summers 
of 1989 and 1990. 
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A WIDE LENS VIEW 
AROUND THE COUNTRY 

Dr. Christos S. Mantzoros, a clinical 
research fellow at Beth Israel Hospital 
in Boston, MA is among Beth Israel re-
searchers who undertook a study which 
says that it is not testosterone that con-
trols male sexual function but a by-prod-
uct of that hormone. The results of the 
study suggest new ways of treating pros-
tate cancer as well as sexual dysfunction. 
Says Dr. Matzoros, "This research opens 
many new areas of investigation." 

Chris Legeros of Seattle WA, received 
an Emmy from the Pacific Northwest 
region of the National Academy of Tele-
vision Arts and Sciences for excellence 
in television news reporting on a series 
of wildfires in eastern Washington state. 
Mr. Legeros is a reporter and part-time 
anchor for Seattle's KIRO-TV. 

Dr. Constantine Hionides of Boston, 
MA is the author of a new book, "The 
Greek Pontians of the Black Sea." The 
book consists of 53 chapters, 400 pages 
and 525 pictures. 

Nicholas Karakas of St. Louis, MO, 
a partner at Generics Products Associ-
ates, will be marketing two new brands 
of low price generic cigarettes, "Eagle" 
and "Epic," for Liggett & Myers. Mr. 
Karakas is also consultant with Marcus 
Distributors. 

Dr. Karen Pappas of Boston, MA has 
received The Tab Newspaper Reader's 
Choice Award for excellence in dentistry. 
She specializes in the field of prostho-
dontics. Dr. Pappas is married to Arthur 
C. Hasiotis. 

Dr. James T. Tsatalis of Oakwood, 
OH has been named to the staff of Mi-
ami Valley Hospital in Dayton, OH. He 
is a body and brain MRI specialist. 

Anestis Diakopoulos of East Green-
wich, RI won an award at the annual 
meeting of the Sunday Magazine Edi-
tors Association. A graduate of Hart-
wick College in Oneonta, NY, Anestis 
is photography editor of the Rhode Is-
lander Magazine published by the Provi-
dence Sunday Journal. He began his 
career at the Journal-Bulletin as a staff 
photographer in 1974. 

Christopher V. Pappas of Concord, 
NH received the Ford Grand Masters 
Award from the Ford Motor Company. 
He is associated with John Grappone 
Ford in Concord. 

John Kypriotakis is the owner of Ly-
sis International of Cleveland, OH, a 
management consulting firm which spe-
cializes in expense management, sales 
and marketing consulting, as well as 
printing and publishing technology for 
clients throughout the midwestern 
United States. Mr. Kypriotakis reports 
that he is expanding his company's ter-
ritory to Greece. 

Andrew J. Harris of Walpole, MA 
has been promoted to the position of 
publicist at Boston's Gray and Rice Pu-
blic Relations firm. He is a 1994 gradu-
ate of Boston College where he majored 
in English and Communications. 

Eugenia Kountakis of Santa Monica, 
CA, along with Phillip Troy, have pub-
lished their second annual edition of 
"The Southern California Greek Ameri-
can Business Directory." Published by 
Kountakis Productions, the directory is 
distributed free to the Greek American 
community. 

Amalie Ann George of Needham, MA 
has opened the Amalie Ann George 
CPA, PC firm which specializes in busi-
ness entities and offers services for indi-
viduals and management advisory ser-
vices for closely held businesses. She is a 
graduate of Regis College in Weston, 
MA and a member of the American and 
Massachusetts Institutes of Certified 
Public Accountants and the American 
Hellenic Institute. 

Nicholas Lardas of Pittsburgh, PA 
exhibited the ornamental copper work 
his company — "NIKO Contracting" -
restored for New York City's Carnegie 
Mansion in Boston's Restoration '93. 
NIKO Contracting provides architec-
tural sheet metal and roofing contract-
ing services to the Federal government 
as well as commercial and industrial cli-
ents. 
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Greek Broadcasting Network of New York 
"EAAIINIKEE APMONIEE" 

To5po aro WGBB 1240 AM 

KOBE !Apo 10:00-11:OOpm 

AekEurEpo tws KOI flopoaKEur) 

H EAAHNIKH PAAIOMONIA NEAT 
YOPKHE "EAAHNIKEE APMONIEE" pc TO 

yvwcr-R5 KC11 5ripopArl Pa5tonapciyuy6 MANO 
rAAANH nou yia 22 oA6KAripa xpc5ma flpfcr-

KETC11 KaanuEpivO Koval 0711V Opoytveici Tric 
Nltac YdpKrjc KC1I TWV VEITOVIKWV noArraIN 
Ntac YEpotric KC1I KOVtKTIKC1T, CTUVEX(ZOL1V 

va EfVC11 TO MONAAIKO KAOHMEPINO 
KAI TO MEIAAYTEPO EMI1OPIKO np6- 
ypappa plc Ntac YOOKnc KUI TWV nepixt3pwv, nou cptpvouv TnV EA 65a 
Koval vac. ME vta an6 Triv EAAO6a, OUVEVTEC/Elc, opoyevelaKtc El5r1C1E1c, 

ClOAnTIKEc ElonCTElc. EKAEKTO poucTIKO KOI Tpayot.ibia, crnovicc rixoypciplcroc, 
no5iKtc EKnopritc KC1I 6,71 OAAo EN/51(1(10a Kai ysptzsi TOUc ciKpoartc/ 
cwpoOrplec KOI yEvIKO Toy opoyEvooK0 omoytvcia. 

17aparco)ou0eire KnOrumptvci an6 To WGBB 1240 AM 10:00-11:00p.p. 

liEYTEPA EQE KAI r1APAEKEYH 
rta nAripocpopkg mAEcinovr)on: (718) 728-6114 FAX (718) 728-6188 
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Dan Georgakas, a professor at New 
York University and a lecturer at 
Queens College in New York, spoke at 
the Hellenic Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter in Chicago, IL. He is the author of 
"Myths and Realities," a book about 
Greek Americans. 

Dr. Peter T. Vaselopulos of Chicago, 
IL has completed his residency in Urol-
ogy at the University of Cincinnati. The 
1989 graduate of Chicago Medical 
School is on the staff of Michael Reese 
Hospital, St. Francis Hospital in 
Evanston, IL and Swedish Covenant 
Hospital. 

Vasilios Dedes of Torrance, CA is the 
owner of the Cutting Edge Productions 
which will be producing upcoming busi-
ness presentations for MCI, EDS and 
Sybase. Mr. Dedes' company can handle 
presentations from 50 to 10,000 people 
with a specialty in productions for the 
computer and software industry. 

Jimmie Gianoukos of Charleston, SC, 
is president of Atlantic Transportation 
Services, Inc, a company which has re-
ceived the Top Award given quarterly 
to the best business in the Charleston, 
South Carolina area. Mr. Gianoukos 
and his brothers, Andy and Tony, 
founded the company in 1986. 

Andrea Argeson of Wayne, NJ has 
received a medical degree from UMD-
NJ-New Jersey Medical School. The 
1987 Wayne Hills High School gradu-
ate completed her pre-medical studies at 
Muhlenberg College from which she 
graduated magma cum laude and was 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa. She is cur-
rently a resident in pediatrics at UMD-
NJ University Hospital and at Chil-
dren's Hospital of New Jersey, both in 
Newark. 

Anion N. Pattakos of Kensington, 
MD, has been elected president of the 
Operations Security Professional Soci-
ety. Mr. Pattakos spent 30 years in mil-
itary intelligence with the Army. He is a 
consultant with BETA Analytics Inc., a 
full-service security firm that specializes 
in the protection of intellectual proper-
ty. 
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Sophia Facaros of Pittsburgh, PA, has 
been honored with the 1995 "Thanks to 
Teachers" award for her development of 
innovation and creative educational les-
sons. She is a middle school health and 
physical education teacher. 

Sara Pappas Gierc of Greenville, SC 
oversees database queries and reports 
for the marketing efforts of Gates/Ar-
row Distributing where she heads a 
telemarketing unit which promotes the 
company's computer software, hard-
wares, and peripherals. 

IN OUR DECEMBER ISSUE: 

PRIEST OF MUSIC: 

THE LIFE OF DIMITRI 

MITROPOULOS 

Excerpts from the book by 
William R. Trotter 

International Medical 
Olympiad, 1996 

The International Hippocratic Founda-
tion of Kos (IHFK) is organizing the 1st 
International Medical Olympiad 1996, to 
be held from August, 3 Ito September 2, 
1996 and the 35th International Congress 
on the History of Medicine to be held from 
September 2-8, 1996; both on the island 
of Kos, Greece. 

The main topics are: Early types of 
medicine in ancient civilizations; Origins 
and influence of Hippocratic medicine; 
The Alexandrian School (Hellenistic pe-
riod); The history of Hospitals; The wom-
an in health science; Varia 

Parallel to these events will be an ex-
hibition on Kos entitled "The History of 
Medicine", which will demonstrate the 
evolution and the development of primi-
tive medicine and magical beliefs into a 
science. Leading pharmaceutical, medical 
and surgical manufacturing companies 
have been called to exhibit their own med-
ical history, up to their most recent ad-
vances. 
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