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Part 1 

The island of Crete, steeped in histo-
ry and blessed with a natural virginal 
beauty, floats like a huge barrier reef 
halfway between Europe and Africa. Its 
location in the middle of the Mediterra-
nean Sea gave it strategic significance 
throughout the centuries. This was par-
ticularly evident in 1941, when General 
Erwin Rommel and his Afrika Korps 
mustered an army of panzers for a strike 
across the torrid sands of North Africa 
in an effort to drive the British back and 
seize the Suez Canal. 

Crete, the fifth largest island in the 
Mediterranean, possesses a very diverse 
topography. Beginning on its northern 
shore with a landscape that is verdant, 
being filled with multicolored flora, vine-
yards, and olive groves, the terrain rises 
gradually into a steep maze of gorges 
and crags until it reaches the near Al-
pine range of mountains on its south-
ernmost coast. Ranging from the White 
Mountains in the west, to Mount Ida 
(the birthplace of the mythological Zeus) 
in the center, to the Lasithi Mountains 
in the east, they range from 7,000 to 
8,000 feet in height. The whole range 
ends abruptly on the southern coast of 
the island in a sheer drop into the Liby-
an Sea. 

In 1941, there was only one main 
road, located on the northern coast, that 
served to link, like a thin black ribbon, 
the three major cities of the island. It  

connected Khania (also written on maps 
as Chania or Hania) which was the cap-
ital of the island in the west, with its 
natural deep water harbor of Suda Bay, 
to Rethimnon in the center, and termi-
nating in the largest of the three cities, 
Iraklion. Each of these three cities they 
were actually the size of towns had an 
airfield. These airfields, when viewed 
with the islandas strategic location in the 
Mediterranean, had convinced the Op-
erations Section of the German High 
Command the Oberkommando der We-
hrmacht - that Crete should be occupied. 
The Operations Division of the German 

Naval War Staff issued a memorandum 
to that effect, but Hitler had no inten-
tion of extending his Greek campaign 
to include Crete. With Greece con-
quered, the German leader once again 
turned his attention to his plan for the 
invasion of Russia. 

At this time, fate took a hand. 
General Kurt Student, a Luftwaffe 

officer with a resplendent military career 
that dated back to the First World War, 
was the ingenious creator of the German 
paratroop units. He felt that the seizure 
of Crete would present a great opportu-
nity for his paratroopers. When Student 
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became aware that Hitler had no desire 
to take Crete, he rushed to his immedi-
ate superior, Reichsmarschall Hermann 
Goering, the commander in chief of the 
German Air Force. Goering, designat-
ed by Hitler as his heir and number-two 
man in the German hierarchy, listened 
intently to General Student's plan for the 
capture of the island of Crete. 

Since the Luftwaffe's failure at 
Dunkirk in the Battle of Britain, Goer-
inges reputation had diminished in Hit-
ler8s inner court. He was tormented with 
the idea that his beloved air force would 
play a secondary role to that of the 
Wehrmacht and Kriegsmarine. Goering 
hungered for an opportunity to prove 
that his airmen were capable of great 
things. When general Student ap-
proached him with the plan proposing 
the air invasion of Crete, Goering ac-
cepted without the slightest hesitation. 
The plan offered an opportunity for glo-
ry to his Luftwaffe and a greater glory 
to himself. 

On April 21, Adolf Hitler listened to 
the proposal as presented by Goering  

and Student, but he did not share Goer-
ing's enthusiasm for the operation. He 
felt that the plan was unworkable. Ac-
tually, if Hitler was indifferent to Stu-
dent's operational plan, it was because 
the invasion of Russia was continuous-
ly ringing like a bell in his mind Noth-
ing else mattered. After one postpone-
ment necessitated by the invasion of 
Greece, he did not wish to delay it any 
further. But Goering was insistent, feel-
ing that,nothing was impossible for his 
paratroopers. After all, he argued, this 
would be entirely a Luftwaffe operation 
without the need for Wehrmacht troops. 
Hitler remained adamant. Only when 
General Alfred Jodl, chief of operations 
of the Armed Forces High Command, 
reminded Hitler of the memorandum 
from Grand Admiral Erich Raeder that 
the airbases on Crete, in British posses-
sion, were only four flying hours from 
the oil fields of Ploesti in Romania-only 
then did Hitler yield. He knew very well 
that the oil supply from Ploesti was the 
lifeblood of the German war machine. 

It was not until April 25, four days  

later, that Hitler finally gave his approv-
al. On that date, Operation Mercury-the 
attack on Crete - was issued and ordered 
to be put into effect. 

While the Germans were planning the 
attack on Crete, the British were also 
making hasty plans for its defense. As 
early as October 1940, when Mussolini 
invaded Greece, the British prime min-
ister, Winston Churchill, had ordered 
that Crete be converted into an island 
fortress. The problem arose as to wheth-
er any effort should be made to hold the 
island. Churchill believed that it should 
be held, while the Imperial General Staff 
and the Middle East Command differed 
in that opinion. General Archibald 
Wavell, the commander in chief of the 
Mediterranean Command, short of mil-
itary supply and personnel and facing 
Rommel in the western desert of North 
Africa, had little to offer in the defense 
of Crete. 

In December 1940, Churchill again 
wrote to Wavell, inquiring, "What have 
you done for the defense of Crete?" 
Wavell, heavily burdened and absorbed 
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German Junker-52 transport at Malame Airfield during the invasion in May, 1941 

Genera Kurt Student arrived on Crete to supervise the invasion. 

by the grave problems confronting him 
elsewhere in the Mediterranean, gave no 
positive reply. He had to clear up Afri-
ca and Syria first, so the immediate de-
fense of Crete was shelved. When it fi-
nally became apparent that the Germans 
were in fact going to attack Crete, 
Churchill asked again, "What is happen-
ing in Crete?" Wavell, now realizing the 
consequences of his delay and neglect, 
lamely replied, "I have done my best 
under the circumstances." 

In London, Churchill made a last ef-
fort to salvage Crete. He entrusted 
Crete's defenses to an old friend, Major 
General Bernard C. Freyberg, a New 
Zealander, who had achieved distinction 
as the bravest and most decorated sol-
dier throughout the British Common-
wealth. Unfortunately for Crete, Frey-
berg had little enthusiasm for this assign-
ment. He also felt, like Wavell and the 
Imperial General Staff, that Crete was 
a lost cause. He refused the call to duty. 
Only when General Wavell admonished 
him, reminding him that it was "his duty 
to serve in Crete and take on the job," 
particularly since the assignment came 
from his old friend, Churchill, did Frey-
berg accept. However, his defeatist atti-
tude would eventually affect the fate of 
Crete. As the sands of time ran out, 
40,000 defenders, comprised of British, 
New Zealand, Australian, and Greek 
troops, waited expectantly from day to 
day for the coming attack. 

The plan for the German attack was 
completed after much arguing between 
General Student and the Luftwaffe Gen-
eral Staff. A compromise was finally 
arranged whereupon the invasion would 
be divided into two phases. The initial 
attack would be scheduled for early 
morning on the western part of the is-
land. The other phase would follow lat-
er in the afternoon when the second at-
tack would strike the defenders on the 
eastern half of Crete. Student remained 
adamant that all objectives be attacked 
simultaneously until Goering interced-
ed to establish the compromise that was 
acceptable to all members of his staff. 

The specifications of the final ap-
proved plan dictated that a special As-
sault Regiment of approximately 2,500 
men, comprised of three battalions of 
paratroopers and one battalion of glid- 

er troops, would strike the western part 
of Crete in the morning attack. The ob-
jectives of the men of this Assault Regi-
ment would be the seizure of the airfield 
at Maleme village and its protective high 
ground - known locally as Kazvakia 
Hill- but destined to become famous 
during the battle as Hill 107. 

The paratroopers that made up the 
only airborne division the Germans had, 
the Seventh Airborne, were considered 
to be the elite of the German fighting 
forces. However, the men of the Assault 
Regiment, all volunteers from all walks 
of life, were the elite of the elite. 

These elite volunteers of the Seventh 
Airborne Division represented the oth-
er Luftwaffe force that was to be used 
in this invasion of Crete. The Third Reg-
iment of this airborne division was or-
dered to land in a valley east of the air-
field at Maleme and seize the capital of 
Crete, Khania, and its harbor at Suda 
Bay. 

In that same afternoon, the second 
phase of the attack would be directed at 
the cities of Rethimnon and Iraklion in 
the eastern part of the island. The ob-
jectives of this latter attack would be the 
seizure of these cities and their respec- 
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tive airfields. The assault on Rethimnon 
was assigned to the Second Regiment of 
the Seventh Airborne Division, while the 
First Regiment had Iraklion and its air-
field as the objective. 

All these objectives were to be 
achieved by nightfall of the first day. 
Three days were judged to be ample time 
for the subsequent mop-up operations 
that would conclude this airborne cam-
paign. It was to take them much longer 
than they expected. 

In the bright, sunny morning of Tues-
day, May 20, the Germans launched 
their attack. 

The morning hours of May 20 wit-
nessed a huge armada of 650 bombers 
and 500 transports, with 70 gliders in 
tow, leave the airfields on the Greek 
mainland and head for Crete. A little 
after 6:00 A.M., the bombers arrived 
over the island. For one whole hour, 
high-level bombers of Heinkel 11 Is, 
Dornier 17s, and Junker 88s, together 
with the dreaded Stuka divebombers, 
shattered the peaceful, beautiful island 
of Crete with their bombs. It was the 
greatest concentration of aerial bom-
bardment since the Battle of Britain. 

By 7:00 A.M., the bombardment end-
ed. In the wake of the bombers came the 
low-flying troop transports, the roar of 
their tri-motors echoing over the hills of 
Crete. Once over their respective targets, 
the orders came for the paratroopers to 
jump. 

From the ground, soldiers and civil-
ians alike watched the blue sky above 
Crete fill with colorful, blossoming um-
brellas, floating gently toward earth. 
There were thousands of them, from 
Maleme to Khania and from Suda Bay 
to the foothills of the White Mountains. 
It was a spellbinding sight. A cry was 
carried alarmingly from mouth to 
mouth: "They are coming!" 

"ERXONTE"- "they are coming!" 
yelled the Cretans. 

"Those bloomin' blighters are here!" 
exclaimed a New Zealander to his fel-
low defender at Malame airfield. 

"Those bloody Huns have come!" an 
English officer yelled, passing the alarm. 

Everyone stared into the sunny sky 
in awe and silence. Then a shot sound-
ing from somewhere in the distance 
broke the spell. The battle for Crete had 
begun. 

Almost from the beginning, the Ger-
mans were in trouble. The airfield at 
Maleme, which had appeared deserted 
from the air, now filled with New 
Zealanders, shooting at the descending 
Germans. 

The hapless paratroopers were shot 
while still floating in air. Most of them 
were dead before their feet touched the 
ground. 

At Kastelli, a village on the coast west 
of Maleme airfield, a detachment of sev-
enty-two paratroopers descended amidst 
the men of the ill-trained and poorly-
armed First Greek Regiment. In a mat-
ter of one hour, all the invaders were 
dead except for seventeen survivors. 
Among the slain Germans was their 
commander. The New Zealand military 
adviser to the Greek regiment placed the 
survivors in the town jail to protect them 
from the wrath of the Greek soldiers. 

Even the officers had their share in 
killing Germans. The colonel command-
ing the Twenty-third New Zealand Bat-
talion, located in defense positions east 
of the airfield at Maleme, stepped out 
of his headquarters tent and fired his 
pistol five times-killing five descending 
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A Cretean is led by a German trooper away from his wife and children right after 
the invasion. 

Death squad firing at captured villagers in reprisal for resistance 

paratroopers. His executive officer, sit-
ting at his packing-box desk inside the 
open-sided tent, shot two Germans, 
without even rising from his desk. 

But soldiers were not the only ones 
fighting and killing the invading Ger-
mans this hot morning in May 1941. At 
the village of Modhion, halfway between 
Maleme airfield and Khania, old men 
and women, children, and even dogs at-
tacked the Germans. With axes, with 
shovels, and with their bare hands, they 
fought the invaders like ferocious beasts. 

Man oli Paterakis, a gendarme by 
profession, left his family in his village 
located high in the White Mountains 
and descended to fight the invader. He 
joined a band of other irregulars and 
together spent the next days shooting 
German paratroopers. 

Another Cretan, George Psy-
choundakis, a youth of small stature, 
lithe, agile, with soft dark eyes, also left 
his home in the village of Asi Gonia, 
located high in the mountains of central 
Crete, and set out to kill the invaders of 
his home island. 

And there were thousands of others 
like Paterakis and Psychoundakis who 
set forth that morning of May 20 to fight 
this foreign invader who attacked from 
the sky. 

Throughout Crete that morning, the 
Germans faced the pent-up fury of sol-
dier and civilian alike. It was a slaugh-
ter. 

General Eugen Meindl, the field com-
mander of the parachutists and glider 
troops in the Maleme area, realized that 
the situation was going against them. In 
a daze, he followed this early develop-
ment in the battle. This veteran officer 
watched helplessly as his units were be-
ing decimated. It seemed to him like a 
nightmare. He had never conceived the 
possibility that German troops could be 
so quickly destroyed. 

The glider troops, attempting to seize 
the vital Hill 107, had failed completely 
in their effort. Other glider troops, as-
signed to the capture of the airfield at 
Maleme and Freyberg's headquarters 
near Khania, also failed, suffering many 
killed, wounded, and captured. The 
Third Battalion of this Assault Regi-
ment, comprised of paratroopers, was 
completely wiped out. Of the 750 men  

in this battalion, which had dropped 
onto the defense positions of the Twen-
ty-third New Zealand Battalion located 
in the village of Pirgos, east of the air-
field at Maleme, only a few remained 
alive after a few hours of battle. 

A messenger brought further disqui-
eting news for General Meindl. His best 
officers, all leading units with specific 
objectives, had been killed. The German 
general was stunned, for this was the 
worst blow of all. How could he succeed 
in seizing the objectives without the lead- 

ership of these officers, now dead? 
Meindl momentarily considered aban-
doning the attack, but he knew that he 
had to go on. He decided that the only 
chance of success lay in the capture of 
Maleme airfield and its commanding 
height, Hill 107. These objectives had to 
be taken at all costs, and these para-
troopers, the elite of the German army, 
knew how to fight as no other soldiers. 
They had been well trained and well dis-
ciplined. Meindl's order went out to 
them: "Attack!" 
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The younger men of a village are gathered for execution 

The Germans rushed forward toward 
the airfield and up Hill 107. The first 
ranks were cut down by the blistering 
fire from the New Zealand defenders, 
but the second and third waves leaped 
over the bodies of their fallen comrades 
and succeeded in capturing the western 
perimeter of the airfield. Simultaneous-
ly, they gained a foothold at the base of 
Hill 107. It was a frenzied attack! Bul-
lets fell like heavy raindrops with mor-
tars exploding in a cacophony of sound, 
as the Germans pressed the attack. The 
whole hill was ablaze with the smoke of 
battle. 

The men of the Twenty-second New 
Zealand Battalion, defending Hill 107, 
were hard-pressed and were taking 
heavy losses. Colonel Andrew, the com-
manding officer of this battalion, re-
quested assistance from the Twenty-
third Battalion, located three miles to his 
right rear, but no help was forthcom-
ing. The defenders of Hill 107 were on 
their own. Beneath the blazing hot Cret-
an sun, the struggle for this valuable 
piece of real estate continued through-
out the whole day. 

By late afternoon, Colonel Andrew 
decided to launch a counter-attack in 
order to dislodge the Germans from the 
base of the hill. With a handful of men-
mostly artillery men who had lost their 
guns or were out of ammunition he or-
dered the attack. It was a brave attempt 
and the men fought magnificently, how- 
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ever futile. The paratroopers clung fe-
verishly to their positions like a ship-
wrecked sailor clings to a raft. The Ger-
mans knew that withdrawal in the face 
of this attack would mean the loss of 
the battle. 

When the two tanks that led the coun-
terattack derelicts sent to Crete from the 
desert battles of North Africa broke 
down, the surviving attackers withdrew. 
Having failed in his counterattack, Colo-
nel Andrew informed his brigade com-
mander, General Hargest, who was 
headquartered two miles to the east of 
Hill 107, that if he did not receive rein-
forcements immediately, he would be 
obliged to withdraw from Hill 107. His 
requests for reinforcements were again 
denied. Instead, he received the startling 
reply: "If you must withdraw, then with-
draw." It was a shocking comment from 
a brigade commander who never left his 
headquarters to go to the battlefield for 
a personal inspection. It is axiomatic in 
infantry tactics that the high ground 
must be held at all costs. Yet, without a 
second thought, Brigadier Hargest sanc-
tioned the withdrawal. As night ap-
proached, Colonel Andrew planned for 
the withdrawal of the Twenty-second 
Battalion from Hill 107. 

With nightfall, the sound of battle 
diminished. The Maleme area appeared 
to be asleep. The moonlight cast its 
bright light on the bodies of the dead 
who had fallen during the dayos hard 
fighting. The Germans were hungry, 
thirsty, and tired, but no one was able 
to close his eyes. The atmosphere was  

tense and uneasy. Most of the Germans 
were scattered, alone or in small groups. 
They made no movement. They just lay 
there glued to the ground, under the ol-
ive trees and vines, waiting for whatev-
er the night might bring. 

General Meindl was apprehensive, 
for he expected a New Zealand coun-
terattack at any moment. Only fifty-two 
of his paratroopers held the lower part 
of Hill 107. He knew that if the New 
Zealanders made a spirited attack that 
night, the Germans would be swept 
away like leaves before an autumn wind. 
But there was no movement evident 
from the New Zealand positions. 

When the British commander, Gen-
eral Freyberg, was asked by the New 
Zealand division commander, General 
Edward Puftick, if he would permit a 
counterattack that night, Freyberg re-
sponded with the order, "The positions 
of the forces will remain unchanged." 
That thoughtless command sealed the 
fate of the battle for Maleme, and sub-
sequently for the island of Crete. 

In that twenty-four hour period of 
battle, Crete had been won and later lost. 
The battle was lost because the British 
commander did not realize that he had 
won it. With the fall of Maleme airfield 
and Hill 107, the defense of Crete was 
destined to defeat. It was a fateful deci-
sion by Freyberg, whose earlier attitude 
that Crete could not and should not be 
held now undoubtedly affected his deci-
sion. It was an unfortunate decision, for 
the opportunity for victory was irretriev-
ably lost. 
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A daughter lamenting the execution of her father and three brothers. 

What General Freyberg, did not 
know was that the German High Com-
mand had informed General Kurt Stu-
dent that if his paratroopers did not suc-
ceed in securing a single airfield by the 
next morning, the whole operation would 
be withdrawn. That is how close the Brit-
ish Commonwealth troops, who had 
fought so bravely with such heroic de-
termination on this day of May 20 to-
gether with the ill-equipped Greek 
troops and hardened Cretan civilians-
had come in inflicting upon the Germans 
their first land defeat of World War II. 
But the British command ordered no 
counterattack that first night. Instead, 
Freyberg ordered a meeting of his area 
commanders to take place the next 
morning. It was a meeting in which his 
commanders dictated self-serving and 
often contradictory requests to Frey-
berg, instead of receiving clear-cut or-
ders from their commander in chief. 

With no counterattack planned for 
the night of May 20 and no reinforce-
ments forthcoming, Colonel Andrew, 
amidst objections from his gallant, hard-
pressed officers and men, ordered the 
Twenty-second New Zealand Battalion 
to withdraw from Hill 107. Before sun-
rise the next day, a patrol of paratroop-
ers crept up the hill in a surprise attack. 
To their own surprise, not a single shot 
was fired against them. The men of the 
patrol found the trenches empty, except 
for the dead. What they could not cap-
ture by force of arms during the day, 
they received as a gift that night. With 
the seizure of Hill 107, Maleme airfield 
fell under the control of the Germans. 

Crete was lost in the Maleme area of 
the island, but in the eastern sector, it 
was a different story. At the towns of 
Rethimnon and Iraklion, the Greeks, 
British, and Australians were successful 
in their defense against the invader from 
the first attack in the afternoon of May 
20, until the last day of the battle. 

German paratroopers were dropped 
into this area, in this the second phase 
of the invasion, in the late afternoon of 
May 20. From the first moment of the 
attack, the situation was under the con-
trol of the Allied defenders. 

At the town of Rethimnon and its 
adjacent airfield, the Australian defend-
ers, together with two Greek regiments  

and the cadets from the Royal Gen-
darmerie Academy under the command 
of Colonel Ksifakis, kept the city and 
the airfield out of German hands. At one 
point, the paratroopers of the Second 
Regiment of the Seventh Airborne Di-
vision were surrounded, while the regi-
mental commander was captured with 
his whole staff by the Australians. 

As at Maleme, the Cretan civilian 
population of Rethimnon rose en masse 
to fight the invader. Everyone fought the 
Germans except one. That noncomba-
tant was a naturalized American citizen  

by the name of Nicholas Alexandrakis. 
He had been born in Rethimnon but had 
emigrated to the United States where he 
had married and raised his family. He 
even had Americanized his name to Al-
exander. He had returned to Crete with 
his American family to visit his parents, 
when the war clouds came. Now he was 
stranded on Crete. He felt safe inasmuch 
as he was an American citizen, and the 
United States was still a neutral nation 
in that period of time. 

To show the Germans that he was an 
American national and a neutral, he ex- 
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Hunters from the sky. A rare photograph from the airborne invasion of Crete. 

hibited the American flag from a pole 
in front of his house and from the roof. 
Fate would rule otherwise, however, and 
Nicholas, together with his whole fami-
ly, comprised of his wife, two daughters, 
and son John, were destined to face trag-
ic tribulations of the occupation that 
followed the battle. 

At Iraklion. the British, Australian, 
and Greek units fought ferociously 
against the paratroopers of the First 
Parachute Regiment. They fought with 
such determination that the German  

attackers became the defenders. The 
whole German regiment was split in two 
and isolated. Not only were they under 
constant pressure from the Australian 
and British units, but they were also con-
stantly harassed by the sniping of Cret-
an irregulars. Manoli Paterakis, who 
had left his village and family high in 
the White Mountains to fight the invad-
er, was one of those snipers. 

Day after day, the ring of Allied steel 
drew tighter around the weary Germans. 
All the German paratroopers could do 
was to desperately hold on and pray for 
a miracle. The city and airfield of both 
Rethimnon and Iraklion remained se-
curely in the possession of the Austra-
lian and British battalions until the end 
of the ten-day battle. 

Once again, as in the Maleme and 
Rethimnon areas, the civilian popula-
tion rose to fight the invaders. Even 
monks and priests joined the struggle. 
So fiercely did the Cretan people oppose 
the enemy that the Germans in furious 
frustration swore revenge. 

On May 24, they gathered at random 
forty-two civilians from the villages 
around Iraklion and summarily execut-
ed them in reprisal for the valiant de-
fense taken by the Cretan population. 
These hostages were comprised of men, 
women, and children. They were the first 
Cretans to face a German firing squad. 
They would not be the last. It was a por-
tent of what was to come. 

With the capture of Hill 107, Gener-
al Student decided to concentrate the 
spearpoint of the German attack in the 
Maleme area. With the airfield now in 
their possession, troop transports began 
to arrive in a steady stream, bringing in 
new reinforcements. By the end of the 
second day of battle, more than 5,000 
Germans of the Fifth Mountain Divi-
sion had landed on Crete via Maleme 
airfield. The British Command, from the 
commander in chief, General Freyberg, 
in his headquarters near Suda Bay, to 
Brigadier Hargest, in his brigade com-
mand post east of Maleme, belatedly 
realized the major tactical error in al-
lowing the airfield to fall into German 
hands. Freyberg now ordered a coun-
terattack for the purpose of recapturing 
Hill 107 and the airfield, but it was too 
late! The commander in chief's hesita-
tion in ordering the attack on the first 
night of the invasion gave the enemy the 
opportunity it sought to ferry in fresh 
troops. The Germans were now too 
strong to be dislodged from their posi-
tions. 

With their strength increasing by the 
hour, the Germans returned to the of-
fensive. They launched a series of attacks 
that caused the New Zealand troops and 
the remnants of the Greek regiments to 
withdraw. Village after village quickly 
fell to the newly arrived Mountain 
troops. But every square yard of the re-
treat was stained with the blood of the 
attacker and defender alike. There, un-
der the gnarled olive trees, a drama of 
life and death took place. Glittering bay-
onets plunged and stabbed like a tire-
less machine as men fell like wheat be-
fore a scythe. It was a bloodbath. 

The greatest bloodshed was spilled in 
the struggle that took place at the vil-
lage of Galatas. This small, picturesque, 
hilltop village stood like a sentinel over 
the southern approach to the capital of 
Crete, Khania. If Galatas were to fall, 
the door would be wide open for the fall 
of Khania. 

In a three-pronged attack, the fresh 
troops of the German mountain divi-
sion, together with the surviving rem-
nants of the paratroopers, struck the 
Galatas defenders. Maddened with the 
fury of battle and enraged by the stout 
resistance of the defenders, the Germans 
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Creteans executed by Nazi firing squad 

fought mercilessly. The ensuing battle 
was furious and fiery. Charge and coun-
tercharge left dead German bodies at the 
entrance to the village. The attackers 
gave no quarter, and none was given in 
return. Any captured soldier was slain 
on the spot. A group of New Zealanders, 
surrounded in a stone house, raised a 
white flag, but the Germans burned 
them alive with flamethrowers. One sur-
vivor tried to escape, but was caught and 
thrown barbarously back into the 
flames. The battle was fought foot by 
foot, yard by yard, street by street, room 
by room, house by house. It was a car-
nage. 

While the central prong of the attack 
was sweeping through Galatas, a simi-
lar attack was taking place south of the 
village. It was directed at a strategic hill 
held by a company of New Zealanders 
from the Eighteenth New Zealand Bat-
talion. The New Zealanders craftily held 
their fire until the Germans were right 
on top of them. The effect was devas-
tating. Caught in a crossfire, the Ger-
mans were decimated. The assault was 
repulsed, but it was not over. They 
turned their attention to the flank of the 
hill position which was held by the Sixth 
Company of the Sixth Greek Regiment. 
This was a bedraggled, ill-armed unit 
that the New Zealand commander had 
earlier referred to as "malaria ridden 
chaps." 

"You must hold the line," the New 
Zealand company commander be- 

seeched the captain of the Greek com-
pany. 

"We shall!" he replied tersely. 
The Germans rushed the Greek de-

fenses. They were greeted with a sporad-
ic but brief defensive fire. Then the 
Greek weapons, already short of ammu-
nition, were empty. The Germans 
pressed their advance. As one man, the 
Greeks rose from their trenches. The 
New Zealanders watched in shock. They 
thought that the Greeks were retreating. 

In a sweep that reminded the New 
Zealand company commander of an 
old-fashioned cavalry charge, the Greeks 
raced down the hill with their bayonets 
sparkling in the afternoon sun. From 
their throats came the inspired shouts 
of "Aeraii" - the battle cry of the histor-
ic kilted Evzones. Their yells, similar in 
pitch to the Con-federate shouts of the 
American Civil War, startled the Ger-
mans. They stood momentarily in mes-
meric surprise, then fell back in full re-
treat. The Greeks followed them into the 

Century 
70,000 Tons 

of Luxury! 

olive groves, slashing and killing. The 
German attack had been shattered. 
Among the German dead was their bat-
talion commander. 

Meanwhile, the village of Galatas had 
fallen, and now the Germans surged past 
the village and up the remaining hill, 
which stood as a final barrier in the New 
Zealand defense line. The New 
Zealanders, in the face of this heavy, 
overwhelming attack, broke and fell 
back in retreat. 

Colonel Howard Kippenberger, the 
commander of the Tenth Brigade de-
fending this perimeter, watched in alarm 
as his men trickled back from the d 
fense line. They were wild-eyed, wi-
thout their helmets or rifles. Kippenber 
er recognized the symptoms. It was no 
a retreat - it was developing into a rout. 
As more of his men came over the hill, 
he rushed into their midst, waving his 
arms and shouting, "Stand for New 
Zealand!" 

With an electrified response, the men 
awakened from their momentary lapse. 
The retreat had been stopped, and the 
New Zealanders turned to counterat-
tack. Now, it began all over again the 
same slaughter in reverse. Bayonets 
drawn and drunk with the taste of their 
own blood, the New Zealanders tore into 
the Germans. In the twilight hours that 
remained before nightfall, the New 
Zealanders recaptured the village of 
Galatas. These gallant men, from the 
distant land below the Southern Cross, 
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German officers gathering villagers to announce their 
punishment for resisting the invasion 

had written the finest pages of their his-
tory that day at Galatas. 

In his headquarters at the Grande 
Bretagne Hotel in Athens, General Kurt 
Student, the commanding general of the 
German forces attacking Crete, stared 
thoughtfully out the tall windows of his 
office. He looked upon Constitution 
Square and the Tomb of the Greek Un-
known Soldier, but was too deep in 
thought to focus. Student was worried. 
He had promised Adolf Hitler that he 
would capture Crete in three days; Hit-
ler gave him five days. The attack had 
been delayed from the original date of 
May 15 to May 17, and finally to May 
20. Now, eight days later, Crete was still 
in British hands. His forces were advanc-
ing, but the progress was painstakingly 
slow with heavy losses to his beloved 
paratroopers. Student knew that time 
was very important in Hitler's plan for 
his scheduled attack on Russia. Even 
General Franz Halder, chief of the Gen-
eral Staff of the German army, had writ-
ten him a memorandum that the delay 
in Crete might cause another postpone-
ment in Operation Barbarossa the at- 

tack on Russia. 
On May 27, General Student received 

a painful message. It read: 
"FRANCE FELL IN EIGHT 

DAYS, WHY IS CRETE STILL 
RESISTING?" It was signed by Ad-

olf Hitler. 
On that same day, General Freyberg 

requested permission from General 
Wavell to evacuate Crete. He wanted to 
disengage his forces and retreat to the 
southern coast, where they might be 
transported to Egypt. He stated that "his 
troops had reached the limit of their 
endurance." 

Freyberg's earlier attitude of defeat-
ism had now surfaced. He had no com-
munication with his forces in Rethim-
non and Iraklion to learn of the defeat 
that his Australians and British troops, 
fighting side by side with the Greek ir-
regulars, had inflicted on the Germans. 
Nor did he seem to acknowledge the 
determined resistance and gallantry ex-
hibited by his New Zealanders at Gala-
tas. He thought only of withdrawal from 
Crete. 

In spite of Churchill's continuous ex- 

hortations that Crete be held, Wavell 
convinced him that further battle was 
futile and that the troops should be with-
drawn. Churchill reluctantly acceded to 
Freyberg's request. 

The question remained: "Would the 
Royal Navy assist us in the evacuation?" 
This was the question put to the chief of 
the Mediterranean Fleet, Sir Andrew 
Cunningham. Once again, as at Dunkirk 
and later in Greece, the Royal Navy rose 
to the occasion. In distinct Nelsonian 
tones, Admiral Cunningham declared 
that "it takes the Navy three years to 
build a new ship, but it takes three hun-
dred years to build a new tradition." 

The brave men sailing the ships of the 
Mediterranean Fleet played their great-
est role in Crete since the days of 
Dunkirk, but they paid a heavy price for 
their heroism. In the sea battle around 
Crete, the British were destined to lose 
nine ships sunk and fifteen ships dam-
aged. In no other sea battle fought in 
the Second World War had the Royal 
Navy lost as many ships in any single 
battle. 

The order to evacuate was passed to 
the British Commonwealth troops. Sud-
denly, everyone - British, Australian, 
and New Zealander - felt the desire to 
leave this once beautiful, peaceful island. 
The flames of war had converted it into 
a cauldron of death and desolation. 

Khania was abandoned amidst the 
shattered houses of that beautiful city. 
The last defenders stood, fought, and 
died in their tracks, in rear guard resis-
tance, while the rest of the troops left 
Suda Bay for the southern coast. 

The dusty, dirty route south to Sfakia 
became choked with columns of ragged, 
defeated soldiers. They struggled for-
ward, stumbling over each other in bat-
tle-weary exhaustion. General Freyberg, 
leading the retreat, looked sadly at the 
brave but battered remnants of his 
proud command. They had fought a 
good fight; he could ask no more of them. 
When Sfakia was finally reached, the 
Royal Navy was there waiting for them. 
In the next few nights, using the cover 
of darkness to avoid attacks from the 
ever-present Luftwaffe, the Mediterra-
nean Fleet was able to remove a total of 
16,511 men from Crete. 

By June 1, the evacuation had ended. 
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Five thousand soldiers were left behind 
to surrender to the Germans. For them, 
the battle for Crete was over. 

But what of the Cretan civilians, who 
had fought the German invaders like 
soldiers? Their agony was just beginning. 
In the next four years of the occupation, 
it was to become the Calvary of Crete. 

With Victory 
Comes Revenge 

With the battle concluded, an eerie 
silence fell over the land. No longer was 
the roar of exploding shells heard, spew-
ing death and destruction in their wake. 
There was no bark of rifles nor was there 
the rapid burp sound of machine guns, 
no more the cacophonic din of battle, 
just silence. 

At first, many of the island's inhabit-
ants believed that with the cessation of 
hostilities they would be able to resume 
their lives, even though they barely sur-
vived amidst the rubble of what was 
once their homes, their villages, or their 
cities. They would bury their dead, grieve 
over their losses, and then go on with 
their simple pastoral lives, even though 
they were now under the heel of the 
German invader. 

However, General Kurt Student, who 
had fathered this airborne invasion, 
could not forget the scene that had as-
saulted him when he first visited Crete 
in the middle of the ten-day battle. He 
could not erase from his memory the 
sight of his beloved paratroopers 
sprawled in every grotesque position of 
death, with their blackened, bloated 
bodies rotting in the hot sun and cov-
ered with fat, green flies. 

In almost two years of war, the tri-
umphant legions of the German army 
had occupied most of Europe, and ev-
erywhere the conquered civilians cow-
ered with fear before the presence of the 
German soldier. Just the sound of his 
hob-nailed boots striking the pavement 
was enough to instill terror into the 
heart. Yet, here on Crete, the civilian 
population had risen in bitter opposition 
and had fought with a snarling ferocity 
this invader who sought to deprive the 
Cretan of his free spirit and of his liber-
ty. 

Kurt Student could well understand  

the valiant and stubborn resistance of 
the New Zealand, Australian, British 
and Greek uniformed troops during the 
battle, for they were soldiers who had 
been ordered to resist the enemy. It was 
their sworn duty to stand and fight their 
enemy to the bitter end, but the resis-
tance of the civilian population was a 
complete surprise. It was an inexplica-
ble surprise because during the planning 
stage for the Cretan invasion, Admiral 
Wilhelm Canaris's Bureau of Military 
Intelligence, the Abwehr, had reported 
to Student that the Cretans were Ger-
manophiles who would greet them with 
open arms. 

The Abwehr intelligence staff had 
failed to evaluate the past history of 
Crete in its bitter struggle against anoth-
er oppressor - the Turks. All that an 
Abwehr agent had to do was step into a 
Cretan home, simple and austere as it 
was, and observe the family portraits 
that adorned the walls. Portraits of 
grandfathers, fathers, husbands, and 
sons - the Kapetans, an honored title 
which in Crete denoted a leader, of Cret-
an tradition dressed in their native cos-
tume, rifle in hand, pistol and knife at 
the belt, and bandoleers across the chest 
would have given him an indication of 
what to expect. 

Student had read reports from Gen-
eral Julius Ringel, the commanding gen-
eral of the Fifth Mountain Division, 
who had arrived in Crete with his troops 
in order to reinforce the dwindling num-
bers of the harassed paratroopers. These 
reports stated that Cretan civilians were 
picking off German troopers from roof-
tops, from behind windows, walls, and 
trees. It angered Student to learn that 
no German was safe from the danger 
that lurked everywhere; that death was 
a common denominator in the hands of 
Cretan civilian sharpshooters. He had 
heard of the episode involving the Cret-
an civilians at the village of Modhion, 
near Maleme airfield, who had attacked 
a platoon of paratroopers with axes, 
scythes, knives, and bare hands, slaugh-
tering many of them before forcing the 
survivors to flee. 

He had yet to discover to what ex-
tent such civilian resistance had affect-
ed the battle in areas like the strategic 
village of Galatas, where civilians joined  

the Sixth Greek Regiment and the Eigh-
teenth New Zealand Battalion in totall 
decimating the Second Parachute Battal 
on; or at the village of Alikianou where-
civilians joined the Eighth Greek Reg 

ment in impeding the advance of the German-
Engineer Battalion, inflicting heavy los 
es on them and, in doing so, keeping t 
e Germans from outflanking and encir 
ling the New Zealand defense perimeter 
Had the Germans been able to break 

through the defense line at that village 
of Alikianou, there would have been no 
opportunity for withdrawal and subse-
quent evacuation of the Commonwealth 
forces from the southern shores of Crete. 
Nor had Student heard of the resistance 
in the city of Rethimnon, where the ci-
vilian police held the Germans of the 
Second Parachute Regiment at bay; or 
in Iraklion, where the citizens of the 
town attacked the Germans of the First 
Parachute Regiment with such fury that 
they almost brought the invader to a 
point of surrender. 

In addition, there were reports from 
the village of Kastelli, in the western part 
of the island, where civilians had joined 
the men of the First Greek Regiment in 
decimating a detachment of paratroop-
ers. The reports added that the bodies 
of the German dead showed evidence of ha 
ing been brutally executed after their s-
urrender. The dead paratroopers had appa 
ently met their demise not by bullets bu 
by distinct slashes and punctures of-
knives or swords, or by having their 

skulls bashed. The report erroneously c 
ncluded that these were acts of at 
ocity. It never occurred to the Germ 
ns that the civilian defenders had n 
rifles or pistols with which to repe 

the invader and had resorted to the age-
old weaponry of knife, sword, and club. 
It was an act of defense, not an act of 
atrocity. 

PART 2 IN OUR NEXT ISSUE 

Editors Note. The photograph on our 
cover, as well as the map of the invasion on 
page 8, were taken from the monumental 
work "Mapropthc, Kpnrn 1941" by Kostas 
N. Hatzipateras and Maria S. Fafalios. 
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A Contemporary Iliad and Its Author 

rr wentieth century authors of many na- 
tions have continually been attracted 

to various Greek myths to illuminate as-
pects of contemporary life and thought. 
Playwrights as otherwise diverse as Eu-
gene O'Neill and David Rabe have both 
turned to the House of Atreus tale as a 
vehicle for their concerns. Nikos 
Kazantzakis took up the legend of 
Odysseus where Homer left it, and re-
imagined the hero as a Nietzchean super-
man. But the Iliad has received relatively 
little attention. To be sure, Countless 
plays, films, and books have used Iliadic 
motifs. Headstrong young people fre-
quently clash with elders in authority; and 
Countless best friends have died to im-
prove a protagonist's character. But few 
who employ these plot devices would 
claim the Iliad as their primary source of 
inspiration. 

One notable exception is a novel pub-
lished by Della in 1993, Realms of Gold 
by Arthur N. Frangos. Subtitled "An Iliad 
of Our Time," it transposes the basic plot 
of Homer's epic into contemporary New 
Jersey. Instead of two nations, the con-
flict involves the Troy Diner and the 
Sparta Diner. The Troy Diner is run by 
Priam and Hecuba and is the home of the 
delicious and highly profitable "Gut-
Buster" hamburger. The motive for the 

Marianthe Colakis, a native of New York 
City, is teaching at the Berkeley Prepa-
ratory School, in Tampa, Fl. She is the 
writer of the book "The Classics in the 
American Theater of the 1960's and ear-
ly 1970's" and many of her articles have 
been published in Literary Journals and 
magazines. She became interested in 
modern treatment of Greek Myth by 
American writers when she was attend-
ing graduate school at Yale and was a 
teacher at Trinity College, in Harford. 
She has also translated poems of Yannis 
Ritsos and written extensively on contem-
porary authors and their adaptations of 
the classics. 

BY MARIANTHE COLAKIS 

diner war is the same as in Homer: a wife 
abducted. Once again Helen is the wife of 
Menelaus, who is now the wealthy but 
weak brother of Agamemnon, Greece's 
most powerful shipping magnate. She is 
wooed away from her husband by Alex, 
the spoiled youngest son of Priam and 
Hecuba. Together with their Clansmen 
Odysseus, Nestor, and Achilles, the broth-
ers voyage to America to open their own 
diner and ruin the Troy. Their secret is " 
Achilley-Fries," potatoes sprinkled with 
grated feta. Like the ancient 
Agamemnon, he contemporary sacrifices 
his daughter Iphigenia. Before sailing 
away to America, he marries her off to 
his elderly rival Stavros, who accidentally 
kills her in a sadistic bondage game. The 
contemporary Agamemnon also angers 
Achilles by stealing his Love (Bruny); 
Achilles responds by refusing to cook. The 
Trojan Horse becomes a huge and lum-
bering safecracker named Hippoksylos 
("Wooden Horse"). 

In a complete departure from Homer, 
however, there is a second plot involv-
ing the fortunes of "Dr." Zelda Freed-
man, a former aluminum-siding sales-
woman who turned her entrepreneurial 
skills to a highly profitable stool-analy-
sis business. The idea for this scheme 
comes from the "philosopher" Dr. 
Setarkos (Sokrates spelled backwards), 
who exhorts his radio listeners to Self-
ishness and expounds logical positivism 
in a manner reminiscent of Dostoevsky's 
Grand Inquisitor. 

This brief summary should give the 
reader a sense of the range in the novel's 
tone, and its ambitious nature. While 
the major plot suggests a straightforward 
mock epic, there are deaths (such as that 
of Iphigenia) that are too poignant for 
easy laughter. The author devotes chap-
ters to the Asia Minor Disaster and to 
the Holocaust where the satiric comedy 
stops and the narrative becomes wholly 
dark and tragic. (The horrors connect 
obliquely to the main plot, however. A 

Disaster survivor supplies the "Gut-
Buster" recipe; the manufacturer of ov-
ens that had once exterminated Jews now 
provides them for cooking -- with equal 
fanaticism -- the Troy Diner's hamburg-
ers.) Realms of Gold also provides a cri-
tique of two societies, Old World and 
New. The philosophizing of Dr. Setarkos 
and the entrepreneurship of Dr. Zelda 
provide a vehicle for the author's jer-
emiad against Americans' self-absorption 
and their consumerism that has replaced 
God. Nor is contemporary Greek culture 
idealized; the disastrous consequences of 
vendettas in the name of outraged male 
honor are fully explored. 

The most immediately striking -- and 
possibly offputting aspect of the novel 
is that it is an a Iliad without a hero. With 
few exceptions, the chief combatants on 
both sides of the diner war are either 
scoundrels or fools or both. Homer's 
Agamemnon had been a man trying to 
fulfill a role too large for him, and the 
reader could simultaneously condemn his 
bad judgment and forgive his pretensions 
and vacillations. Frangos' Agamemnon 
is simply ruthless and arrogant. The 
Hector of the Iliad although also a flawed 
leader, won the affection of readers for 
centuries with his love of family and his 
doomed encounter with Achilles. 
Frangos' Hecky is a self-important brag-
gart who has only the reflected glory of 
being a rich man's son. He never has a 
face-to-face showdown with Achilles, and 
he dies accidentally while trying to burn 
down the Troy Diner for insurance money 
(his parents are in it at the time, but Hecky 
makes no attempt to get them out). The 
third of Priam and Hecuba's sons, Dee 
(Deiphobos), is not a significant charac-
ter in Homer, but the author liked play-
ing on the name, which means "fear of 
God." The joke is that Dee is not God-
fearing at all, but a greedy complainer 
who rushes to take over his parents' home 
as soon as he learns of their deaths. The 
glorious tragic hero Achilles becomes 
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simply a talented cook. Far from defying 
Agamemnon's ambassadors with a com-
plex emotional critique of the heroic code, 
he says yes to them at the prompting of 
his male lover Patty (Patroclus). Patty 
resembles Aristophanes' Lysistrata more 
than a Homeric warrior, behaving seduc-
tively and then withholding sex until 
Achilles ends the feud with Agamemnon. 
The most admirable characters are Priam 
and Hecuba, the hardworking and devout 
couple whose courtship and marriage are 
described with seriousness and affection. 
They are unfortunately part of a dying 
breed. Helen and Clytemnestra are also 
allowed to be comparatively positive 
characters. Helen is the only woman in 
the novel able to combine shrewd practi-
cality with traditionally feminine charm 
and beauty. Frangos evinces sympathy 
for Clytemnestra's outraged motherhood 
as she is bullied into allowing Iphigenia's 
fatal marriage. Except for the victim 
Iphigenia, the other females are carica-
tures of American sexual equality -- the 
older ones fanatical shoppers and bellow-
ing Amazons, the young ones outra-
geously oversexed. A contrast to the obe-
dient Greek daughter Iphigenia is the 
Greek-American Pulcheria ("Cherri"), 
who stars in pornographic movies and 
ultimately runs away with Alex. 

Every book arouses curiosity about 
the process of its creation, but readers 
are not often privileged to question au-
thors. Upon learning that Mr. Frangos 
and I are Florida neighbors, I arranged 
to meet with him. We talked over coffee 
at MacDonald's (like his own Zelda 
Friedman and Dr. Setarkos!) and dis-
cussed the composition of Realms of Gold 
and the author's world view that prompted 
it. As one who has often written about con-
temporary uses of classical works, I won-
dered how the idea of a contemporary 
Iliad had germinated. Mr. Frangos said 
that he did not start with the Homeric plot, 
but that "the book just grew by itself. I 
didn't have a plot or a scheme apart from 
knowing that it would involve a diner war. 
I just started writing, and I would sit down 
to my typewriter every morning not know-
ing what my characters would do that 
day." The Homeric parallels came later; 
the situation of the Iliad became a frame-
work for snapshots of what the author had 
observed firsthand. The characters are  

not so much Homer's literary creations 
re-imagined as they are "metaphors for 
what we see around us." Mr. Frangos had 
ample opportunity to become familiar 
with what he Called "Diner Heaven" while 
living in Newark, New Jersey. Since he 
has worked as a home-builder and a spe-
cialty salesman (among other profes-
sions), he affirms that his depictions of 
cynicism and skulduggery in those fields 
are not much exaggerated. "There are 
Dr. Zeldas. Men like Max Yotchman 
[Zelda's chief salesman] abound in the 
home-improvement business." 

As the discussion turned to the view of 
both America and Greece depicted in the 
novel, Mr. Frangos revealed some of the 
pessimism that gives Realms of Gold its 
satirical bite. Although the novel quotes 
Flannery O'Connor's observation, "[ To] 
the hard of hearing you shout, and for the 
almost blind you draw large and startling 
pictures," Mr. Frangos maintained that 
"there is not that much hyperbole" in it. 
This is particularly true in his depictions 
of people who measure their human worth 
by the dollar (or drachma). According to 
Mr. Frangos, this materialist Outlook "all 
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has to do with the death of God." As his 
Dr. Setarkos explains, Mammon has re-
placed God, doctors and scientists have 
supplanted the clergy, the Church is now 
Madison Avenue, and shopping malls 
are the contemporary places of worship. 
The Greek Orthodox church remains, 
but in Realms of Gold, its American rep-
resentative is Father Leroy, who speaks 
no Greek and sells time-shared condos. 
"What bothers me is that the church 
seems to have become a business," said 
Mr. Frangos. He would prefer to see a 
few true believers rather than a large flock 
gathered by trendy means. He cited the 
recent wave of Republican victories and 
the popularity of television evangelism 
as a reaction to the godlessness of secular 
culture, but wondered whether any result-
ant changes will run deep or remain a 
veneer. ( He himself holds no political 
affiliation, regards politicians as 
"whores," and in fact has never voted.) As 
for Greece, although he has raised his 
three sons and his daughter there -- and 
they all chose it for their permanent home 
-- he did not go himself until he was thirty-
eight. He found the first visit in some ways 
disappointing: "I never expected such 
pragmatism, such a dearth of idealism" 
as a reaction to 400 years of 
Tourkokratia. He continues to love any-
thing Greek, however, and is a strong sup-
porter of classical studies: "We Greeks 
carry a heavy burden in our tradition, and 
we should try to live up to it and rise above 
the rest. People don't even know about it, 
but we should know; we should learn our 
culture and teach all of mankind. I' m not 
a multiculturalist. Hellenism is better 
than anyone else's product...why not sell 
it?" His sadness at contemporary igno-
rance and lack of respect for great litera- 

ture finds its way into his novel in a bit of 
scatological satire. One of Dr. Zelda's 
schemes involves manufacturing toilet 
paper dispenses in the shape of a book, 
and printing texts of Western 
Civilization's classics on page-sized tis-
sues. 

When he read the Iliad for the fist time 
at age fifteen, Mr. Frangos admired 
Odysseus, the wily and quick "man of 
parts" the most of all the heroes. He 
still praises the Iliad as "a beautiful story" 
but no longer accepts its vision of men's 
heroism. Asked why so few of his charac-
ters are admirable, he responded, "I 
couldn't have written Realms of Gold if I 
had been forced to show everything in a 
positive light -- the way Homer describes 
his heroes -- I can't see people in that light." 
He also questions Homer's assumption 
that Clytemnestra should be vilified and 
Orestes glorified. 

Mr. Frangos expects to examine the 
latter issue (which touches on the low sta-
tus of motherhood in today's society) and 
others in his prospective sequel to Realms 
of Gold. We can expect to learn the fates 
of Agamemnon, Odysseus, and the other 
Greeks during and after their voyage 
home. Clytemnestra will presumably take 
her revenge on Agamemnon as her an-
cient counterpart did. Dr. Zelda will also 
be back. Until then, we leave the contem-
porary heroes happy in their victories and 
eagerly seeking new ways to gratify them-
selves in the years ahead. 

Mr. Frangos' book "Realms Of Gold," 
is published by Pella Publishing Co., Inc. 
337 W. 36th St., New York, NY 10018 
Tel: ( 212) 279-9586 
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BOSNIA: IS THERE A WAY OUT? 
By Professor D.G.KOUSOULAS 

he war in Bosnia goes on with no 
I end in sight, and so does the killing, 

although at a less ferocious pace. The 
U.N. peacekeeping force, often unable 
to carry out even its humanitarian ef-
fort to feed the hungry, has to face the 
hostility of the Serbs without being al-
lowed to fight back. (The recent fall of 
Srebrenica, a Moslem town under U. N. 
protection, and of other "safe zones" 
shows how ineffective these forces are 
without serious NATO support)*. The 
American leaders toy with the idea of 
lifting the arms embargo so that the 
Moslems in Bosnia can arm themselves 
and continue the fighting. The Europe-
ans oppose the idea because arming the 
Moslems promises only more bloodshed 
and poses a very real threat to the U.N. 
forces. The Bosnian Serbs are unwilling 
to give back one inch of the land they 
conquered during the early stages of the 
war, while the Bosnian Moslems want 
to recover the land they lost and rees-
tablish their rule over the "Republic of 
Bosnia". NATO is reluctant to become 
too involved, yet the allies talk about a 
rapid reaction force or at least about 
some air support to the U.N. forces. 
How can anyone make sense out of this 
bewildering maze of conflicting policies 
and goals? 

To find some meaningful answers we 
may have to sort out a few basic facts. 

It is a fiction that Bosnia is an inde-
pendent and sovereign state. Bosnia has 
not been a state (as we understand the 
term today) for over five hundred years. 
The area was conquered by the Ottoman 
Turks in 1463 and remained a province 
of the Ottoman empire until 1878 when 
it was taken over by the Austro-Hun-
garian empire. Austria lost the area at 
the end of the First World War when 
the inhabitants opted for their union 
with the kingdom of Serbia in the new 
state which later became known as Yu-
goslavia. Croatia -- also under Austrian 
rule until then -- became part of Yugo- 

Professor Kousoulas 
slavia at the same time. 

Bosnia remained a province of Yu-
goslavia until 1946 when Communist 
leader Josip Broz-Tito created a "Social-
ist Republic of Bosnia", an artificial cre-
ation carved out of Serbia. 

The trouble started when the govern-
ment of this "republic" declared indepen-
dence at the break-up of Yugoslavia. On 
March 1, 1992, the Moslem-dominated 
government held a referendum which 
was boycotted by most Serbs living in 
Bosnia. Two days after the referendum, 
the Bosnian Serbs, unwilling to live un-
der Moslem rule, launched an armed in-
surrection assisted by the Serbian army. 
At this point, the European Communi-
ty, under a German initiative, hastily 
recognized the "Independent Republic of 
Bosnia" on April 6, without first trying 
to establish a legal and constitutional 
framework to help the Moslems and 
Christians live together in peace. The 
U.S. followed suit on April 7. While the 
Bosnian Serbs were extending by force 
of arms their control over many Mos-
lem towns and villages and driving out 
their inhabitants (what became known 
as "ethnic cleansing"), the United Na-
tions admitted Bosnia on May 22. This 
is the origin of the conflict we face to-
day. 

Who are the Bosnian Moslems? First 
of all, it is important to remember that  

they are Slays not very different from 
the Serbs. They are the descendants of 
South Slays -- mostly landowners at the 
time -- who converted to Islam in the 
15th century, soon after the Ottoman 
conquest, to save their land-holdings. 
The peasants in the villages retained 
their Christian faith and their descen-
dants are today's Bosnian Serbs. 

Flawed Suggestions 
It is not entirely clear whether the 

Bosnian Serbs want to unite with Ser-
bia, in what is often called a "Greater 
Serbia", or whether they prefer to form 
a small "republic" of their own. What is 
certain, however, is that the Bosnian 
Moslems, as things stand today, are not 
capable of regaining control by force 
over the entire area of Tito's "Socialist 
Republic of Bosnia". 

Is there a way out of this quagmire? 
One of the suggestions advanced by 

the West is that the sanctions imposed 
by the United Nations on Serbia will be 
lifted if Belgrade agreed to recognize the 
"Republic of Bosnia". The implication 
is that Serbia will recognize Bosnia with 
the borders drawn by Tito almost fifty 
years ago. This is an unrealistic demand 
based on the fiction of a Bosnian state. 
It leads nowhere. 

Senator Dole and others argue that 
the West should lift the arms embargo 
so that the Moslems of Bosnia will be 
able to get more weapons to "level the 
field" as they say. However, the Euro-
peans are right in saying that more arms 
will lead only to more bloodshed with-
out any assurance that the Moslems will 
recover the land they lost. Moreover, if 
the arms embargo is lifted, the U.N. 
peacekeeping force will face Serb attacks 
and may be forced to withdraw from the 

* I suspect that the Serbs, anticipating a possible 
diplomatic solution as one described in this article 
want to remove the Bosnian Moslems from the 
enclaves (Srebrenica, Zepa, Goradze) which are 
near the border with Serbia to have a cohesive non-
Moslem area under their control. 
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area. Washington has already promised 
to provide troops to assist the U.N. forc-
es in a safe withdrawal -- with all the 
risks such an action will entail for the 
American forces. Were the U.N. forces 
to withdraw, the most likely outcome 
will be a flare-up of the war with the 
Serbs taking over most of the land still 
remaining under Moslem control. 

Diplomacy and Compromise 
It is evident, I think, that a solution 

can be found only through diplomatic 
means. Diplomacy, of course, succeeds 
when it is combined with creditable and 
realistic pressures leading to a compro-
mise. The goal of the Bosnian Moslems 
to regain the land they lost and reestab-
lish the "republic of Bosnia" with its 
boundaries drawn by Tito is a totally 
unrealistic expectation. Equally unreal-
istic is for the Bosnian Serbs to expect 
that peace can return as long as they 
occupy seventy percent of the area. Both 
sides will have to scale down their aspi-
rations if an end to the war is to come. 

One year ago, the Western powers 
suggested a compromise solution with 
51 percent of the land going to the Mos-
lems and 49 percent going to the Bos-
nian Serbs. (Serbia's Milosevic accepted 
the plan in principle. The Moslem gov-
ernment also agreed to go along.) The 
effort failed because the Bosnian Serbs 
refused to give up any of the land under 
their control. 

Today, after many more thousands 
killed, the time may be ripe for a fresh 
start. Serbia under Milosevic is hurting 
from the economic sanctions (GNP 
dropped from $2,330 per capita in 1991 
to $1,225 in 1994, while unemployment 
exceeds 25 percent) and now shows in-
terest in finding ways to come to terms 
with the West. Without wholehearted 
support from Serbia, the Bosnian Serbs 
may not be as certain as they are now of 
their military fortunes. The Western 
plans for a rapid response international 
force and the possibility of increasing air 
intervention from NATO cannot be to-
tally ignored by the Bosnian Serbs. 
Sooner or later they will come to under-
stand that intransigence has its limits. 

On the other side, the Moslems can-
not expect outside help to regain the land 
they once controlled. Even the lifting of  

the arms embargo is a nonstarter. The 
recent idea of inviting volunteers (pre-
sumably from other Moslem countries) 
is likely to remain a summer's dream. 
On the other hand, the possibility that 
the U.N. peacekeeping force may be 
withdrawn is for the Moslems a verita-
ble nightmare. They know quite well that 
without the presence of these forces, the 
Serbs will, sooner or later, renew their 
offensive and cause more losses and 
more suffering to the Moslems. 

Both sides have their own reasons to 
consider a compromise. The chances of 
success are better now because the West 
is now in a position to present both sides 
with inducements but also with painful 
consequences. A fifty-fifty division of the 
land is realistic and fair. As part of a 
compromise package, an "independent 
and sovereign" state of Bosnia will then 
be recognized with its new frontiers not 
only by the international community but 
most importantly by Serbia and the 
Bosnian Serbs. 

On the other side, the Bosnian Serbs 
will keep a substantial part of the land 
they now control, together with the ac-
ceptance and recognition of their own 
state or, if they prefer, with the right to 
join Serbia. 

To move out of the current impasse, 
those who seek a solution need to set 
aside the notion of an existing Bosnian 
state which must be restored, and start 
from what really is relevant, realistic, 
and fair. That means first of all the cre-
ation of a smaller viable, primarily Mos-
lem entity in one part of the area known 
as Bosnia, to be recognized by all; and 
second, a Bosnian Serb entity of a rea-
sonable size free to become an indepen-
dent state or to join Serbia. The alter-
native to such a compromise is continu-
ing bloodshed and misery. Even the 
most virulent "patriots" should be made 
to understand that. 

Dr Basil J. Photos 
Honored by Colleagues 

On April 22, 1995, the Illinois 
State Medical Society honored 

Dr. Basil J. Photos at a luncheon held at 
the Oak Brook Hills Hotel for his fifty 
years of distinguished medical services to 
the Chicago community. The plaque pre-
sented to Dr. Photos reads as follows: 

"You are our gold standard, because it 
is your steadfast loyalty and dedication 
that we use to measure our own. We sa-
lute you today as our living, natural trea-
sure for your contributions to the profes-
sion of medicine, your society, but most of 
all your patients and the public. Those are 
the riches which cannot be measured in 
terms of precious medals, but by the trust, 
the esteem and the compassion and care 
you render your patients. Therein lies your 
special merit which is truly golden and for 
which we gratefully honor you today." 

Dr. Photos founded the Greek Pa-
rade in Chicago in 1965. He served for 
many years as president of the Paniper-
otic Federation. 
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Defending Democracy 
THE CONTRIBUTION OF GREECE DURING WORLD WAR II 

By JOHN KOUMOULIDES 

(New York: Pella Publishing Co. Inc., 
1995 XIV =218 ISBN 0-918618-63-0) 

Angelos Th. Angelopoulos, the re-
nowned Greek economist who served 
Greece with honor and dignity, died on 
Thursday, 27 April 1995. He was 91. 
Angelos Angelopoulos was a man of 
great powers as a teacher, critic and 
scholar, and a man of broad human 
sympathies and wide understanding of 
the world. He served as professor of eco-
nomics at Athens University and later 
at the Panteios University, former 
Panteios School of Economics and Po-
litical Science. Professor Angelopoulos 
served as governor of the National Bank 
of Greece from 1974 to 1979, and was a 
member of the Academy of Athens. In 
1944, the last, critical year of the Ger-
man occupation of Greece, professor 
Angelopoulos joined the Political Com-
mittee of National Liberation (PEEA), 
the resistance-created national govern-
ment inside Greece. He served as PEEA's 
secretary for economic affairs, and he 
also represented the PEEA in Cairo and 
at the Lebanon Conference. He later 
served as under-secretary for economic 
affairs in the short-lived Government of 
National Unity led by George Papan-
dreou. Professor Angelos Th. An-
gelopoulos has had a distinguished ca-
reer as a teacher and a prolific writer. 
He advised successive Greek govern-
ments on the formulation of economic 
policy. His books have been translated 
into French, English and Russian. His 
Will the Atom Unite the World? (1956), 
was translated into seven languages. His 
numerous publications include For a  
New Policy of International Develop-
ment (1977), Global Plan for Employ-
ment - A New Marshall Plan (1983). 
With Melvin Fagen, in 1993, he pub-
lished To Combat the Global Econom-
ic Crisis, with a foreword by Javier Per-
ex de Cuellar, former secretary-general 
of the United Nations. 

Professor of History, Ball State 

As the world celebrates the 50th an-
niversary of the end of the second world 
war (1945-1995), scores of new books 
are appearing on the shelves of book 
stores telling the history of the contri-
butions of Greece and the Greeks to the 
struggle. Several scholarly publications, 
including professor Haris Vlavianos's 
Greece. 1941-49: From Resistance to  
Civil War (1992), and professor Mark 
Mazower's Inside Hitler's Greece (1993), 
dealing with the German occupation of 
Greece, the Greek guerilla movement, 
and the tragic episodes marking the pe-
riod after liberation, have already ap-
peared. The previously inaccessible ar-
chival material now available to schol-
ars in Russia, England, the United States 
and other countries have shed new light 
on our knowledge of events in Greece 
since the 1940's. The second world war, 
as recent publications show, has not yet 
ceased to be a subject of fascination and 
curiosity for the general reader and a 
fertile area for the scholar and profes-
sional historian. Indeed, the farther in 
time that World War II and the Cold 
War recede, the more does evidence ac-
cumulate that challenges the accepted 
certainties - political, diplomatic, eco- 

nomic, social and operational. 
Defending Democracy: The Contri-

bution of Greece During the Second  
World War 1940-1946 is professor An-
gelos Th. Angelopoulos's story of the 
Greek struggle for freedom during and 
after the Axis occupation of Greece. 
Throughout this book, as throughout his 
long and distinguished career, professor 
Angelopoulos steadfastly maintains that 
the keys to economic development and 
social prosperity are strong, democratic 
institutions and a national spirit of co-
operation and unity. 

Defending Democracy is an impor-
tant book. At first glance, it may seem 
to resemble other one-volume histories 
of Greece of the decade of the 1940's. 
But professor Angelopoulos's book is 
even more important and complete be-
cause it devotes its 200 pages to all as-
pects of the stormy period on the 1940's. 
in Greece. Defending Democracy  is pro-
fessor Angelos Th. Angelopoulos° per-
sonal journey. An important contribu-
tion to our knowledge and understand-
ing of a tragic epoch in recent Greek his-
tory. The decade of the 1940's. is most 
important to the political, social, and 
economic developments in Greece dur- 
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ing the following decades. It is a period 
that deserves more books that bring to-
gether the thinking, experiences, plans, 
and frustrations of all protagonists in the 
melancholy years of German occupation 
and Civil War in Greece. 

The 50th anniversary of the end of 
the second world war in Europe is a time 
to commemorate the triumph of democ-
racy over an evil fascist ideology and 
remember the contributions and sacri-
fices of the people of Greece so that we 
may be free. "Let there be no doubt 
about it:" wrote Sir Compton Macken-
zie in his Wind of Freedom,  published 
in 1943, "if Greece had accepted the Ital-
ian ultimatum in October 1940 there 
might have been no Battle of El Alamein 
to fight in October 1942, and what is 
more, Moscow would probably have 
fallen in October 1941. 

"It was meet that the most powerful 
foe democracy has had to face should 
find his doom in the land where democ-
racy was born." 

"The history of the war is the story 
of millions of ordinary people fighting, 
and very many of them dying, to defend 
the way of life in which they believed and 
to preserve freedom and democracy. 
Those like me who lived through that 
war know how much following genera-
tions owe to those who gave so much. It 
is their victory which has made it possi-
ble for us to live in freedom and safety 
for 50 years. It is right that we should 
celebrate that victory, and at the same 
time pay tribute to the memory of those 
who gave their lives for it." 

Defending Democracy is a significant 
book and deserves to be in any library 
which is seriously concerned with Mod-
ern Greek Studies. Professor An-
gelopoulos's Book as well as the contri-
butions of Professors Vlavianos and 
Mazower keep strong in our memories 
the sacrifices of our ancestors in order 
that we may enjoy freedom, security, 
and prosperity today. 

HANAC To Honor John Kapioltas 

HANAC will honor John Kapioltas, as its 1995 "Person of the Year" at its 22nd Annual 
Dinner Dance to be held on Friday, October 27, 1995 at the Plaza Hotel in New York 
City. Mt: Kapioltas is the CEO and Chairman of ITT Sheraton Corporation, a worldwide 
network of nearly 450 owned, leased, managed and franchised properties operating 
in 64 countries. Pictured are (left) John Kapioltas and (right) Dr. George J. Korkos, 
HANAC's 1994 Person of the Year, a prominent Milwaukee Physician. 

Greek Heritage Month in Illinois 

Governor Jim Edgar proclaimed May Greek Heritage month in Illinois. He com-
mended the Greek Heritage committee for 1995 theme "Hellenic-American Family 
Values" and presented Michael N. Skoubis, Chairman of Greek Heritage 1995 with 
the official proclamation. Pictured left to right: James Anton Parade Co-Chair, 
Skoubis, Governor Jim Edgar, Nicholas Zafiropoulos Consul General of Greece, 
Helen Alexander Executive Director of United Hellenic-American Committee, The 
Honorable Judge Paul Lillios Parade Co-Chair. 
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Cruises 

Tours 

WASHINGTON, D.C. The issue of 
cutting aid to Turkey gained an impor-
tant victory on the floor of the House 
when the Porter Amendment to the for-
eign Aid Bill H.R. 1868, in a historic vote 
on June 29, passed overwhelmingly by 
a 247 to 155 bipartisan vote with 32 not 
voting. The amendments cuts $25 mil-
lion from the $46 million proposed eco-
nomic grant aid for Turkey. 

The focus now has shifted to the Sen-
ate side of the Capitol. The next step for 
the Foreign Aid Bill will be the Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee followed 
by consideration in the full Committee. 
The Senate reconvenes on July 11, 1995 
and discussion on the bill may begin as 
early as the following week or as late as 
mid-September. 

Grass roots efforts are on the way to 
gather support for cutting aid to Tur-
key in the Appropriations Committee. 
AHIPAC is urging the support of S.578, 
The Turkish Human Rights Compliance 
Act introduced by Senator Al D'Amato. 
Urging co-sponsorship of S.578 will help 
us in the appropriation process. S.578, 
initiated by the American Hellenic In-
stitute Public Affairs Committee 
(AHIPAC) in cooperation with the Ar-
menian National Committee of Ameri-
ca (ANCA) and introduced on March  

20, 1995 by Senator D'Amato, cuts all 
military and economic aid to Turkey by 
$500,000 a day until Turkey: 

1. allows international monitoring 
groups to observe the human rights sit-
uation within its borders; 

2. ceases any military action towards 
and recognizes the right of its 15,000,000 
Kurdish citizens; 

3. takes demonstrable steps toward 
the withdrawal of Turkish troops from 
Cyprus and supports a settlement rec-
ognizing the sovereignty, independence, 
and territorial integrity of Cyprus, with 
a constitutional democracy based on 
majority rule, the rule of law, and pro-
tection of minority rights; 

4. removes its blockade of U.S. and 
international humanitarian assistance to 
Armenia; and 

5. removes official restrictions on 
Christian churches and Schools and pro-
tects Christian clergy and property from 
acts of violence in Turkey. 

S.578 has 4 co-sponsors to date. They 
are: Larry Pressler(R-SD), Joe Biden(D-
DE), Paul Sarbanes(D-MD), and Will-
iam Roth(R-DE). 

"Based on the overwhelming support 
for the Porter Amendment in the House 
and the efforts of our community, we 
have another opportunity to succeed in  

passing substantive legislation. We must 
stay focused for the effort in the Senate. 
There is very strong opposition by the 
Administration, the State and Defense 
Department, and Turkey's paid "agents 
of influence." They will now redouble 
their efforts and we must do the same." 
said Eugene T. Rossides, AHIPAC Spe-
cial Counsel. 

The Administration has announced 
that it opposes the Porter Amendment 
and will seek to restore full funding in 
the final version of the bill. 

"The so-called Porter Amendment, is 
strongly opposed by the Clinton Admin-
istration," stated State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns. "We will 
work with the Congress, constructively 
and openly over the next couple of 
months as we head towards the end of 
the fiscal year and the end of the appro-
priations process, to try to restore some 
of the cuts that were made last night 
(June 29) in programs like aid to Tur-
key..." continued Burns. 

"The grass roots community must not 
let up because of the House victory. It is 
urgent that we contact the other 95 Sen-
ators to seek their support of S.578. A 
much more concerted effort needs to be 
made from the grass roots community 
to achieve more co-sponsors. It is im-
perative that all AHIPAC members and 
friends contact the members of the Sub-
committee and full Senate Appropria-
tions Committee and ask them to halt 
all economical and military aid to Tur-
key. We need to press for more than is 
in the House bill. We still have a long 
way to go before this legislation is en-
acted into law." said Rossides. 

Grass Roots Effort Needed 
To Cut Aid To Turkey 

THE FOCUS NOW HAS SHIFTED TO THE SENATE 
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My Yia Yia Nicoletta 
By Ted Petikas 

Greek Broadcasting Network of New York 
"EAAHNIKEE APHONIEE" 

TWpa aro WGBB 1240 AM 
KaOE latpa 10:00-11:00pm 

AEurtpa twc KOI nOpOOKEUI 

H EAAHNIKH PAAIOMONIA NEAE 
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NtClc YEOCrtric KCII KOVtKTIKC1T, CrUVEX(ZOUV 
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KAI TO MEIAAYTEPO EMI1OPIKO np6- 
ypappa Trig Ntoc YOOKric KC11 TWV nEpixw'pwv, nou cptovouv Tnv EAM5a 
Koval aClc. ME VtCI ono TriV EAM5a, CrUVEVTEIgElc, opoyevooKtc abncoc, 
aDArinKtc norlacic. Damn) poucliK0 KCII rpoyoikia, anclviEc nxoypopicroc, 
noibiKec EKnopnec KC1I O,TI OAAo Ev51mptpo KC11 yEpfzEl TOK oKpocnty 
cwpo(irniec Kal yEvIKO Tnv opoyEvooKrl oiKoytvoci. 
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It is with pleasure I find myself writ-
ing to the Greek American Review, as I 
am an avid reader. 

I am writing with great pride, in ref-
erence to what I believe is the hope and 
dream of every Greek American. To live 
in America, marry, have children, be 
happy, healthy and grow old with faith 
and pride. I refer to my Yia Yia. (As you 
know, YiaYia is the affectionate name 
used for Grandmother in the Greek 
Language). 

My YiaYia Nicoletta is the epitome 
of the Greek Grandmother. Although 
her stature is petite, to put it delicately, 
she exemplifies the most noble and grand 
lady that this earth was ever blessed to 
have. 

Nicoletta Kares came to the United 
States in 1907 from her village in Avavri-
ti, Greece at the young age of twelve 
(12). She traveled with her father to 
America to try and build a better life and 
eventually send for her family. Like so 
many people, past and present, she left 
•	  

behind her beloved family, never to set 
eyes upon her mother again. 

Nicolatta was a very hard working 
young girl and started work in a cigar 
making factory, rolling cigars by hand, 
to earn money to help her father. As she 
grew into a beautiful young lady, she met 
and married Dikeo Alexandropolous, 
later to be known as Richard Alexander. 
They made their home first in the Bronx, 
New York and eventually moved with 
their growing family to a home they 
purchased on Clara Street, Brooklyn, 
New York. Nicoletta and Dikeo's fami-
ly grew to include four (4) children; 
George Alexander (N. Miami, F1), 
James Alexander (Toms River, NJ), Pete 
Alexander (Rockledge, Fl) and Mary 
Alexander Petikas (wife of the late Cpt. 
Const. Th. Petikas, Belair Beach, F1). 
Papou Dikeo passed away in 1982 and 
YiaYia has since moved to dual resi-
dences in Florida and New Jersey with 
her sons. 

YiaYia Nicolatta's family nucleus has  

continued to grow as her children mar-
ried, and grand children grew and mar-
ried and great grand children grew. A 
lineage of the commitment Nicoletta and 
Dikeo made to each other so many years 
ago has grown to 38 direct descendants. 
They include her four (4) children, ten 
(10) grand-children, twenty-three (23) 
great grandchildren and one (01) great-
great grandchild. All in all our family 
totals forty six (46) including her son in 
laws, daughter-in-laws, grand-in-laws, 
etc. 

YiaYia will celebrate her 100th Birth-
day this year. While the exact date is 
really unknown, her naturalization pa-
per reflect July 15, 1895. All of us who 
love her beyond measure will gather on 
Sunday morning July 30, 1995 to cele-
brate the liturgy at the Greek Orthodox 
Church the Resurrection in Glen Cove, 
NY. Festivities for a very happy 100th 
Birthday Party celebration will immedi-
ately follow the church service at the San 
Souci, of Sea Cliff, New York. 

YiaYia is as spry and of sound judg-
ment as any of her grand children, NO, 
her great grand-children. She literally 
can dance rings around all of us, and we 
believe she will prove and demonstrate 
this fact to us as she leads us in the tra-
ditionally Greek dancing at her birth-
day celebration. YiaYia attributes her 
longevity to her immensely strong faith 
in God (with daily prayers), her desire 
to always be there to help or give love 
to her fellow man, and her devotion to 
and the returned love of her family.  

YiaYia is an inspiration to us. She is 
proof that faith in God, love of family, 
and a proud Greek lineage is rewarded. 
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PANICHAS FATHER & SON MEET WITH 
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS 

At west wing of White House. 
L.to R. - George Panichas, George Stephanopoulos, George Panichas Jr. 
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investment banker and former state 
representative from Rhode Island, the 
senior George Panichas was in Wash-
ington, D.C. on business. George T. 
Panichas Jr. is President of The Pani-
chas Group, a full service mortgage 
brokering company in Providence, RI. 

her this year in Cleveland. "Danny 
Boy," as Mr. Terzakis is known in 
Chicago, was selected because of his 
experience in business over the last 40 
years as well as his humanitarian deeds 
and involvement in many civic orga-
nizations. He is the founder and Chair-
man of Danny Boy Oil Co. 

SPIROS A. TSIMBINOS 
PRESIDENT OF BAR ASS'N 

Spiros A. Tsimbinos of Kew Gar-
dens, NY, has been elected president 
of the Queens County Bar Association 
and attended the American Bar Asso-
ciation's Bar Leadership Institute in 
Chicago, IL. Mr. Tsimbinos is a 
former President of the Eastern Ortho-
dox Lawyers Association and still 
serves as a Director of the Board of 
Trustees of the organization. 

PETER MICHALETOS: 30 
YEARS OF COACHING 

Pete Michaletos has marked 30 
years as football coach at the John F. 
Kennedy High School in Fremont, 
CA, where he is also athletic director. 
Mr. Michaletos is a graduate of 
Alameda High School where he was 
named all-league center in 1956 when 
the high school football team won the 
Alameda County Athletic League ti-
tle. He played at Contra Costa Col-
lege and at Utah State. He was assis-
tant coach at San Lorenzo High 
School before he went to the John F. 
Kennedy High School. In 1988 he was 
named East Bay Coach of the year by 
the Alameda Newspaper Group. 

W. S. STAVROPOULOS 
DOW CHEMICAL CEO 

William S. Stavropoulos, currently 
president and chief operating officer 
of Dow Chemical Company, will be-
come chief executive officer on No-
vember 1, 1995. Mr. Stavropoulos, 

who joined Dow Chemical in 1967, 
was appointed to his current position 
in 1993. He has served as president of 
Down Latin America, commercial vice 
president for basics and hydrocarbons, 
group vice president for plastics and 
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It was a meeting of three accom-
plished men named George, in the 
White House recently. Presidential 
Advisor George Stephanopoulos met 
with George T. Panichas and George 
T. Panichas Jr., both of Lincoln, RI, 
during a visit to the White House. An 

DANNY TERZAKIS 
AT TRADE CONFERENCE 
Danny Terzakis was the only 

Greek-American invited by President 
Clinton to attend the recent conference 
for Trade and Inverstment in Ireland, 
held at the White House. He was also 
the only Greek-American to attend a 
previous White House conference ear- 



hydrocarbons, and president of Dow 
U.S.A. Mr. and Mrs. Stavropoulos 
are the parent of William and Angela. 

A WIDE LENS VIEW 
AROUND THE COUNTRY 

On June 11, the Greek Orthodox 
family of New England gathered in the 
Westin Hotel in Boston for the ninth 
annual Diocesan Awards Dinner. 
What has become a reunion of the 
Greek Orthodox of the Diocese of 
Boston brought together more than 
700 people from Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Maine, Con-
necticut, and Rhode Island. The Dio-
cese of Boston Award is bestowed an-
nual to parishioners chosen by each 
community who have labored for the 
progress of the local parish. Steward-
ship of time and talents is the basis for 
the Award. 

The honorees where presented to 
Bishop Methodios and to all who 
came to thank them and cheer them 
by the Chancellor of the Diocese, Fr. 

Nicholas Krommydas. Said Fr. 
Krommydas, "Being good stewards 
comes naturally for tonight's recipients 
of the Diocesan Award. They have 
all been part of their community's 
church life all their life and have shared 
their God-given talents with so much 
enthusiasm and dedication that their 
respective parishes and fellow parish-
ioners chose them to represent them 
at this, the ninth annual Diocese of 
Boston Award." The works of each 
honoree speak volumes. Time does 
not allow us to describe even a small 
part of what each has given to the lo-
cal church in time and talent. So, as 
Bishop Methodios presents to each 
honoree the Diocesan Award of ap-
preciation, allow me to share with you 
just a line about them. 

CONNECTICUT 

Danielson -- Mary Havalas, a wom-
an who lives her Orthodox faith every 
day and who greatly contributes to the 
life of her parish by her unselfish in-
volvement in every aspect of commu- 

nity life. 
Enfield -- George and Stella Pashos 

who have served on the parish council 
and do many things behind the scenes. 
George is known as "Mr. Fix-it" and 
fix it he does! Stella has taught Sun-
day School and is a philoptochos 
woman. 

New London -- John Fakis who was 
an altar boy in his home parish in 
Trenton New Jersey, who served as 
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youth advisor of the parish, who 
chants in the choir and who never says 
no when it comes to doing good for 
his community. 

Norwich -- Efstratios Patsouris who 
began chanting in church with his fa-
ther at the age of nine. Even after a 
rare eye disease took away most of his 
sight in 1986, he continued his duties 
as cantor, relying on his memory and 
on his faith. 

MAINE 

Portland -- William Moustrouphis 
who has led fellow parishioners to 
Walks for Hunger and is his parish's 
most ardent worker in the area soup 
kitchens, food pantries and food 
banks. Each year he helps organize, 
prepare and deliver Thanksgiving and 
Christmas food baskets to those in 
need. 

Bill Moustrouphis 
1995 LAITY Awards Honoree 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Andover -- Helen Doikos whose rep-
utation is "when something needs to 
be done go to Helen." For seven years 
she has been the parishos volunteer 
secretary and has served on the parish 
council, philoptochos, as chairman of 
the stewardship program, co-chairman 
of the cookbook project and much, 
much more. 

Arlington -- Homer Ypsilantis who 
for the past 50 years has served St. 
Athanasios from altar server to par-
ish council president. His deep love 
and respect for God and the Greek Or-
thodox Faith and Hellenic heritage 
have set an example of humility for 
the community. 

BOSTON 

Annunciation Cathedral -- Philip 
Kallan, a member of the New England 
Choir Federation, who has felt close 
to the Church since childhood. He 
served as an Altar Boy and completed 
both the Sunday School and Greek 
School programs of his parish. He has 
taught Sunday School and still sings 
in the Cathedral Choir. 

Saint John's -- John James Yerag-
otelis, who through his example of 
faith, dedication, and support of the 
philanthropic ministries of the Church, 
has taught his children to share their 
time and talents to beautify and sup-
port the St. John's Parish. 

Saint Nectarios -- Nicholas Gavrili-
dis, a man who never says "no" when 
asked to share his time and talents for 
the good of the St. Nectarios Parish. 

Clinton -- Michael and Nicoletta 
Mountzuris whose exemplary commit-
ment to the Faith truly signifies the 
meaning of an Orthodox Christian. 
Their service includes parish council, 
philoptochos, parent-teacher associa-
tion and all committees of the parish. 

Cohasset -- Mary Fillon, a found-
ing member of the Panagia Parish, 
who continues to be one of the build-
ing blocks which has given the parish 
a firm foundation. A philoptochos 
woman par excellence, she has dedi-
cated her life to helping others even at 
the cost of delaying her own dreams. 
She received her college degree at the 
age of 65! 

East Longmeadow -- Ruly Zachary 
who has also served the Church in the 
communities of Edmonton, Canada, 
and Springfield, MA. He has served 
on the Greek Language Committee 
of the Parish, and is a volunteer at the 
Open Pantry where he daily transports 
food to benefit the needy. 

Fall River -- Helen Litos, grandmoth-
er of nine and great grandmother of 16, 
who is never too busy to give of herself. 
She has been a guiding light and inner 
strength to all who know her, a won-
derfully wise and supportive woman 
whose modesty is sweetly unique. 
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Fitchburg - Keepy Spyropoulos Car-
penter who is currently the treasurer 
of the parish council. Her friendly per-
sonality and her willingness to be of 
help for the good of the parish has 
been enhanced by the discipline she 
acquired while serving in the United 
States Air Force. 

Holyoke -- Arthur Verdi, a native 
of Albania, who began his stewardship 
as a church musician in the 1950s. He 
has directed the Holy Trinity choir 
since 1962. 

Hyannis -- Van Bredakis who hails 
from Crete and is the youngest son of 
the village priest. Mr. Bredakis has 
served simultaneously on the parish 
councils of Saint George in Hyannis 
and St. Nicholas in Lexington. 

Lexington -- Gus and Gloria 
Doukakes who are also faithful vol-
unteers at the Diocesan Philoxenia 
House. Gus has served on the parish 
council and various committees. Glo-
ria, a Philoptochos woman, has taught 
Sunday School and chanted in the 
choir. 

LOWELL 

Assumption -- Panagiotis Georga-
copoulos who serves on the parish 
council and is always ready to help in 
all parish projects. He has also served 
on the Parent-Teacher Association of 
the Hellenic American School in Low-
ell. 

Also from the Assumption Parish 
in Lowell, Nikitas Flaris who was first 
introduced to the Byzantine music as 
a very young man in Calamata where 
hs studied under the guidance of Met-
ropolitan Chrysostomos of Messinia 
at the Patmiada Theological School. 
He came to Lowell in 1969 and since 
then he has chanted our Church's 
beautiful hymns. 

Holy Trinity -- Sofia Giavis who 
was inspired by the Priest of her youth-
-Fr. James Coucouzis--now our Arch- 

bishop Iakovos. Her involvement with 
the youth of her parish has been out-
standing and she receives great satis-
faction as she watches our young peo-
ple grow up, remain in the faith and 
go on to achieve great and important 
careers. 

Transfiguration -- Judge Nicholas 
Vergados, an Archon of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate, who has served the 
parish on its governing board and as 
a faithful, loyal and dedicated mem-
ber. 

Judge Nicholas J. Vergados 
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Marlboro -- Pericles Polechronis 
who has continuously worked for the 
sustenance and the growth of the 
church community and has inspired 
his family to assume leadership and re-
sponsibility for the welfare of the par-
ish. 

New Bedford -- Dr. K. G. and Mary 
Yankopolus, who have supported the 
work of the Lord with active partici-
pation in the liturgical, spiritual and 
cultural life of our Church and who, 
in their entire life, have demonstrated 
great zeal, dedication and devotion to 
our Orthodox Faith and Hellenic cul-
ture. 

Newburyport Viki Pomelau, a 
woman whose faith is exemplified in 
her everyday living and whose service 
to the parish is admirable. Always 
ready to assist the parish priest and 
the lay leadership of the community, 
Viki is truly an asset of the Annuncia-
tion Parish. 

Sharon -- Louis Zagami who em-
bodies the mission of the St. Gregory 
Parish which chose him and which he 
serves as president of the parish coun-
cil---a strong cooperative spirit and a 
commitment to serving converts to 
Orthodoxy and those in interfaith 
marriages. 

Somerville -- Vasilios and Evange-
lia Patsios, a couple that works as a 
team, offering assistance whenever and 
wherever needed in the Do rmition 
Parish. 

Southbridge -- Spiro Billis who at 
the age of 82 still serves as the cantor 
of St. George. He has great interest 
in the beautification of the church ed-
ifice and has completed painting of the 
Pantocrator. He is now working on  

the restoration of the stained glass 
windows and on replacing the main 
door of the house of worship. 

Springfield -- Moschos Biakis who 
is 88-years young and who attends the 
Divine Liturgy every Sunday and par-
ticipates at all church functions. Since 
he arrived in Springfield as a refugee 
from Asia Minor in 1922, he has dem-
onstrated his love for Christ and His 
Church through his work in the St. 
George parish. 

Watertown -- Nicholas and George 
Christakis two dedicated brothers who 
have used their God-given talents and 
their education as electrical engineers 
to improve the church edifice and in 
the construction of the magnificent 
cultural center of the Parish. 

Webster -- Beatrice Mitsakos, a 42-
year member of the Philoptochos who 
has directed the choir for more than 
20 years. She is also the parishos his-
torian. 

Weston -- The St. Demetrios Par-
ish chose to honor two faithful and 
dedicated women who joined the Lord 
earlier this year. While on this earth, 
Irene Kaloyanides and Penny Pappas 
touched many lives. Through their 
example they brought up their children 
to become exemplary Orthodox Chris-
tians. Both Irene Kaloyanides and 
Penny Pappas served their parish with 
zeal and dedication. Their lives were 
an inspiration not just to their fami-
lies but also to their fellow parishio-
ners. Accepting the Diocesan Award 
were Basil Kaloyanides and Constan-
tine Pappas, both former parish coun-
cil presidents of the St. Demetrios par-
ish. 

Woburn -- Stamatia Lerigis, a ded- 

icated member of the choir who has 
sang praises to the Lord for many 
years. Stamatia is also a philoptochos 
woman and an individual who gives 
of her time and shares her talents in 
whatever capacity her parish needs 
them. 

Worcester -- Angelus and Eva Cotsi-
das, a couple who dedicated its life to 
the Church and especially to the St. 
Spyridon Cathedral. They are being 
honored for a life of unselfish devo-
tion and generosity. Their human un-
derstanding and deep affection has 
inspired and guided many. 

NEW HAMSPHIRE 

Concord -- Spiro Anastos who edits 
the Sunday Bulletine, volunteers in the 
community's Friendly Kitchen Pro-
gram, is the treasurer of the parish 
council, and is a willing worker and 
volunteer whenever and wherever 
needed. 

Dover -- Dennis Kostis who shares 
his time and talents in the administra-
tion of the parish, in the renovations 
of the structures of the house of wor-
ship and the Hellenic Center and also 
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Dennis Kostis 
Pres. Annunciation, Dover, NH 

devotes time with the young, organiz-
ing basketball programs and other 
youth oriented activities. 

Keene -- Aggie Athanasopoulos, a 
choir member and organist of the com-
munity who also has served as Sun-
day School Teacher and Religious Ed-
ucation Director and on various ca-
pacities on the Elpis Society of the St. 
George Parish. 

MANCHESTER 

Assumption -- George Tonas, a 
humble man, a dedicated servant of 
Christ who puts others first, always 
helping where he can. He has served 
on the parish council and is currently 
assisting the community's building 
program, following the footsteps of his 
father who was a founder of the par-
ish. 

St. George -- Kimon Zachos, a din-
stinguished and tireless contributor to 
his parish which he has served on the 
board of directors, on the building 
fund committee, the Endowment 
Trust Fund and the Spanos Scholar-
ship Committee. 

Nashua -- Thomas Pappas, legal 
counsel and past president of the par-
ish council. Having served as chair-
man of the Burn the Mortgage Ban-
quet, he is currently chairman of the 
Capital Improvement Campaign. 

Portsmouth -- Andrew Bosen, who 
is diligent in attending to the needs of 
the church grounds and works tireless-
ly to assist in the preparation of the 
delicious food for the annual festivals 
and who is always willing to help in 
any capacity. 

RHODE ISLAND 

Cranston -- Harry Bablenis, a tire-
less worker who has served countless 
hours in the church kitchen, cooking 
deliciously for many functions. To this 
day, he continues to volunteer his time 
as an honorary Narthex Coordinator. 

Newport -- Costas Gianetis, a dedi-
cated steward of the parish whose ser-
vice is greatly valued by his fellow pa-
rishioners.' Costas is a humble indi-
vidual who has labored greatly for the 
good of his community. 

Pawtucket -- Charles Lehourites 
who has served on the Building Ex-
pansion, Pledge, and Auditing Com-
mittees, and is an excellent cook who 

Life in Zakynthos 
in the Early 19th Century 

The English version of the autobio-
graphical account of Elisavet Mout-
zan Martinengou, entitled My Story, 
gives the reader a unique opportunity 
to view the world of Zakynthos, as well 
as the world of the Heptanesa, from 
the perspective of an upper-class wom-
an aspiring to become a well-known 
writer. 

A contemporary of Dionysios So-
lomos, Andreas Kalvos, and Ugo Fos-
colo, Martinengou did not quite 
achieve her dream, primarily because 
she was a woman and most of her 
work remained unpublished and un-
known until it was destroyed altogeth-
er by the earthquakes and fire of 1953. 

The English version of her autobio-
graphical account, which escaped this 
fate due to the attempt of her son to 
preserve his mother's memory, is avail-
able through Cosmos Publishing - Tel: 
(1-800-COSMOS-2).  

always helps with cooking at church 
functions. This year he is a co-chair-
man of the Festival to be held in Au-
gust and to which he invites everyone! 

VERMONT 

Burlington -- Nectar Rorris who ar-
rived in Burlington at the same time as 
the community's first full-time priest, Fr. 
Alexander Fasoulas. Nectar has been 
on the parish council for 18 years. His 
love and respect for the house of wor-
ship has been generously exemplified 
through the years, including through his 
donation of the pollieleon. 

The translator, Helen Dendrinou 
Kolias, teaches Modern Greek lan-
guage and literature at Cornell Uni-
versity. Her translation is accompa-
nied by a long historical introduction 
and a sizeable afterward, which puts 
the autobiography in the context of 
other autobiographical writing. 
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