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Being Digital 
Nicholas Negreponte's Best Seller 

Don't let the title scare you. You are 
in the majority....If you still live in 

the nineteenth century, if you are over 
forty and if you are not an exception, 
digitals would not mean a darn thing to 
you. Believe me. I am with you.... Of 
course one would be wondering why a 
book that is absolutely foreign to one's 
old fashioned concept of mind and life 
could be of interest to me. There is one 
very simple answer: my perennial devo-
tion to Hellenism. And the author of this 
book, Nicholas Negreponte, is Greek. 

The name Negreponte does not sound 
typically Greek. But neither was 
Capodistrias nor Ypsylantis. They all 
were Greeks, and they have proved it. 
They belonged to that strong core of 
Hellenes that are to be found mostly in 
the diaspora. In this case, it was Russia. 

Negreponte's (Negrepontis in Greek) 
great grandfather left with a few of his 
compatriots the Ottoman-occupied Greece 
and managed to reach the Black Sea. 
Odessa was their port of landing. There 
they continued their shipping business 
successfully. But when the Bolsheviks 
started their devastating activities, the 
grandfather moved his family to Swit-
zerland. It is where Nicholas' father, 

By IRIS LILLYS 

Nicholas Negreponte 

Dimitri, was born. Later on, part of the 
family moved to Athens and handsome 
Dimitri was the most-sought after bach-
elor. Of course, he chose the best. His 
wife, Catherine Coumandaros daughter 
of the industrialist and later shipowner 
Nicos Coumandaros, was the debutante 
of the year and the most beautiful soci- 

ety girl of her time. World War II found 
the young couple in London and later in 
New York where their sons were born. 
Four of them. John D. Negreponte is 
currently U.S. Ambassador to the Phil-
ippines. Nicholas is number two. Next 
are twins, both very successful in the ar-
tistic world. The one is a painter based 
in New York City, where he exhibits fre-
quently with great following; the other 
is very active in the film industry. 

Nichola's career rose brilliantly. As 
a graduate student at MIT (the famous 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 
he specialized in the then-new field of 
computer-aided design. He joined the 
Institute's faculty (one of the youngest 
professors ever) and for several years di-
vided his teaching time between MIT and 
visiting professorships at Yale, Michigan 
and the University of California at Ber-
keley. In 1978 he founded MIT'S pio-
neering Architectural Machine Group, 
a combination lab and think tank re-
sponsible for many radically new ap-
proaches to the human-computer inter-
face. 

In 1980 he served a term as founding 
chairman of the International Federation 
of Information Processing Societies' 
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Computers in Everyday Life program in 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands two years 
later. Negreponte accepted the French 
government's invitation to become the 
first executive director of the Paris-based 
World Center for Personal Computation 
and Human Development, an experi-
mental project originally designed to ex-
plore computer technology's potential for 
enhancing primary education in under-
developed countries. 

Since then, Professor Negreponte has 
travelled extensively throughout the 
world as a lecturer. He has delivered hun-
dreds of presentations including the pres-
tigious Marata "People Talk" address in 
Tokyo in 1990. In addition he consults 
to both government and industry, serves 
as an active member on several corpo-
rate boards of directors and is a special 
general partner in a venture capital fund 
dedicated to new technologies for infor-
mation and publishing. Besides being se-
nior columnist of the Wired, the inter-
national computer magazine, through 
the years he has published several influ-
ential texts. His new book Being Digital 
was published by Alfred A. Knopf and 
has been on the best-seller list of the New 
York Times for more then eight weeks. 
The critic Lehman-Haupt said, "To Mr. 
Negreponte being digital implies for one 
thing the end of a world in which infor-
mation is pushed out of consumers by 
broadcasters and the beginning of one 
in which it is pulled in. Its deepest impli-
cations have to do with space and time 
and political power..." 

After this short expose of the brilliant 
career of Nicholas Negreponte some 
skeptical reader would no doubt come 
out with a question: 

"He is brilliant, all right, but there is 
nothing Greek in all this!" Wanting to 
find out myself I had a telephone con-
versation with his mother, a longtime 
friend of mine who currently resides in 
London after living for many years in 
New York City. Her first question was 
"Did you read the book? Did you un-
derstand it?" I was told that the author's 
parents, very alert and young-thinking, 
admit that most of it was incomprehen-
sible to them. "I suggest you start read-
ing it from the end up," suggested 
Catherine. "If you keep on doing it, in 
the end you may feel less stupid then 
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when you started..." And my natural 
question would be "Tell me, Catherine, 
does your son understand Greek ? 

She almost blew up. "How on earth 
could you think that a child of mine 
would not speak Greek? We always 
spoke Greek at home. Nicky has a house 
in Greece and the family spends as much 
time as possible enjoying the beautiful 

Pearl River's breathtaking Green 
house Cafe in Rockland County was 

the setting for the surprise birthday par-
ty lavished on entrepreneur Gus Pappas 
by the restaurant owners, Nick and Yio-
ta Kiourezis on Saturday, April 29. The 
congenial Gus, popular throughout the 
metropolitan area for his involvement 
in civic, religious and political affairs, 
basked in a sea of affection provided by 
family, close friends and business asso-
ciates. 

The combo of singer-guitarist Timos 
Amiridis and organist Nikos Za-
charopoulos provided the musical back-
ground for the elegant affair, and a fab-
ulous cake crammed with lit candles was 
one of the highlights for the early after-
noon gathering. Attending were the Rev. 
Alexander Karloutsos and Presbytera 
Xanthi Karloutsos, Gus's sister Deme-
tra Kormouzis with her family, close 
friend Dr. Themis and Kiki Vrachnos, 
associate George Zacharopoulos and 
wife Joan, and Haydee and Bob Nico-
laides, among others. Another close 
friend, architect Steven Papadatos was 
away on a business trip, but sent a tele-
gram which was read aloud to the ca-
pacity attendance. 

The party-goers enjoyed themselves 
with the exceptional Greek and interna-
tional music provided by the combo, and 
with the palatable as well as extensive 
buffet provided by the Greenhouse Cafe 
management. 

Located at 165 Middletown Road, 
Pearl River, the Greenhouse Cafe which 
was once the famed Kafenio Among The 
Flowers Greek restaurant under the 
ownership of Gus Pappas who also runs  

climate of the country. Both he and his 
wife adore it (his wife is of Aglo-Saxon 
descent)." 

Another relative told me that Nicky 
speaks Greek to his children. In the final 
analysis, being a genius or even a nor-
mal successful individual does not ex-
clude the debt we owe to our heritage. 
Just remember Pythagoras. 

Rev. Alex Caroutsos, Gus Pappas, and 
Mrs. Demeter Kormousis, sister ofMr. 
Pappas, at the Greenhouse Cafe. 

the adjacent Schwelzer's Beautiful Flow-
ers, features dishes of a fusion cuisine 
which incorporates American, Italian 
and Greek dishes. It is simply but taste-
fully decorated in light colors and fea-
tures skylights that let plenty of daylight 
in, as well as extensive frontal glass and 
side-paneling, turning a dining experi-
ence into a sheer delight. 
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Honors for a Greek American Heroe 
JOHN GIANNARIS AND HIS COMMANDOS 

FOUGHT IN GREECE DURING WORLD WAR II 

orld War II hero John Gian- 
nans was recently honored by 
a number of Greek generals 

in Athens for his military feats against 
the Germans who occupied Greece dur-
ing the second world war. 

Giannaris, who was born in Chicago 
and now lives outside the city in subur-
ban Des Plaines, will also travel to Los 
Angeles to give a talk about his wartime 
experiences as a U.S. Army combat of-
ficer and secret service agent. 

Giannaris and his 20-member com-
mando team, which volunteered for a 
suicide mission in occupied Greece, out-
fought and out-maneuvered more than 
20,000 Nazi troops for months on end 
in the Valley of Lamia about 80 miles  

northwest of Athens. 
The area was the site of a strategic 

railroad junction between northern and 
southern Greece. Giannaris and his men 
attacked German trains and tanks, blew 
up miles and miles of railroad tracks, 
and killed more than 600 German sol-
diers. 

Only one of Giannaris, men lost his 
life; and Giannaris, who stepped on an 
enemy land mine while going to the res-
cue of the dying man, was the only mem-
ber of his team who was wounded. 

Giannaris wrote about his World 
War II adventures in a book called 
"Yannis," which highlights his harrow-
ing brush with death after suffering hun-
dreds of shrapnel wounds after stepping 

Behind emeny lines, Greece. Left to right: 
Michael Kountouris, Bernard Brady and 
Theodore Markidis. Brady was the only 
non-Greek-American. 

Nazi-occupied Greece. 

A bearded Yannis is in the center of the second row surrounded by Greek andartes and members of his O.S.S. fighting team. The 
photograph taken in Agrafa mountains, in a Hamlet. 
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on the German land mine. 
Giannaris was honored in Athens in k 

March for his heroic service during the 
second world war by the following 
Greek army men: 

Major General Antonios Drossoy-
iannis, Retired, former Minister of De-
fense, Former Minister of Public Order, 
and Pasok party member of Parliament; 
Lieutenant General Constantinos Kor-
kas, Retired, Honorable Chief of the 2nd 
Greek Army Corps and Honorable Pres-
ident of the Raiders' Forces. 

Lieutenant General Othon Kyriako-
poulos, Retired, and Honorable Depu-
ty Chief of the Greek General Staff; 
Lieutenant General Ioannis Souravlas, 
Retired; Colonel Efrthimios Karadimos, 
Retired; Colonel Panagiotis Pastras, 
Retired, and Colonel Dimitrios Velissa-
roulis, Retired. 

The go-between the Greek military Award of Honor: Capt. John Giannaris receiving the Award in Athens from Mr. 
men and Giannaris was Dr. John E. Gerassimos Apostolatos. 

Members of Greek Battalion training in Colorado, 1943, getting ready for the mountains of Greece. Capt. J. Giannaris at the 
forefront. 
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Tsouderos of Athens, a former member 
of the Greek parliament and a former 
U.S. Army combat veteran who served 
under Giannaris during the second 
world war. 

At the reception in his honor, held at 
the Rygilis Officers Club in Athens, Gi-
annaris received plaques from the Ier-
olohiton and Katadromis (Special Forc-
es and Commandoes) and the Retired 
Officers Association. He also received an 
"Award of Honor" certificate from the 
Society of the Study of Greek History. 

Theodore N. Markidis in Nazi-occupied 
Greece. 

While in Greece Giannaris also trav-
elled to Kalamata and the village of Aris 
to meet with members of his family, 
where he attended a colorful ceremony 
in Messinia in honor of Greek Indepen-
dence Day, where the town president 
introduced Giannaris to the town offi-
cials, who said they were aware of his 
military feats in Greece. 

Giannaris also learned that there are 
plans to publish an enhanced Greek lan- Brindisi, Italy, British parachute school, March 1944. Left to right: Michalis Tsirmu-
guage version of "Yannis" in Athens this las, killed Sept. 8, 1944, Greece, George S. Tiniakos, John Giannaris, Commander, 
fall. 	 and Geo. C. Kypriotes. 
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THE QUEST FOR 
A EUROPEAN IDENTITY 

The Case of Education in Greece 
By JOHN A. XANTHOPOULOS, Ph.D. 

In March of this year, I attended the 
39th Annual Convention of the Com-

parative International Education Soci-
ety in Boston. It was at the convention 
that I met Drs. Pella Callogianakis, 
Anthony Hourdakis, and George Flour-
is, all three are faculty members from 
the University of Crete. Also present 
was my dear friend and colleague Dr. 
Byron Massialas, Professor from Flori-
da State University. 

The above mentioned four had come 
to Massachusetts to collectively present 
their papers to the gathering of Interna-
tional scholars in the field of global ed-
ucation, on the theme of "Greece: Na-
tional, Regional and Global Identity." 

Dr. Massialas started his presentation 
by asking two questions: 

1. Is there a European identity? 
2. If there is, what does formal edu-

cation in Greece do to promote a psy-
chosocial association with this identity? 

He began by trying to clarify the 
meaning of identity. 

Briefly, the concept of identity may 
be thought of "as the subjective feeling 
of being part of a certain socialcultural 
reality, this being able to formulate a 
well defined self-image." 

Massialas then quoted Keating who 
says the following about the concept of 
culture out of which a cultural identity 
emerges: 

"...cultures are congeries of values, 
reflect the thoughts, feelings and ac-
tion of peoples, and which, since the 
ideafacts form world views and the 
artifacts conditioning environments, 
come in turn to structure the thoughts 
feelings and actions of peoples 
through the shared evaluative, cog- 

nitive, aesthetic and technical stan-
dards which derive from them." 
In this context, Keating asserts, a 

European cultural identity may exist, if 
people within a given territory share 
"common values, beliefs, norms, tech-
nostructures and forms of artistic ex-
pression." 

According to Dr. Massialas, Keating, 
joining many others, does not hesitate 
to declare, however, that the citizens of 
the members of the European Union are 
far from having a core of shared values 
and patterns of living. Europe, with 69 
ethnic groups and 44 literary languages 
constitutes "a kaleidoscope of localism 
rooted in languages, customs, tastes and 
styles, etc." And, again, Massialas ar-
gues that many of the writers on the sub-
ject of European identity is thus based 
on the notion that a new entity with 
which citizens of various nation-states 
can psychoculturally identify does not 
presently exist. The primordial human  

urge to belong to a group (a tribe, an 
enthnos, a nation) with which one shares 
common values and concerns cannot be 
waived under the conditions presently 
in place. The historic attraction and af-
finity toward each other as members of 
a familial group, in most contemporary 
cases encapsulated by the nation-state, 
cannot be erased or changed. Thus the 
idea of a supranational state, Europe, 
forming a new sociocultural and politi-
cal entity replacing the nation-state is 
most difficult even unlikely to occur. 
Allegiances to a tribe or a nation are 
most difficult to convert, as political 
socialization research indicated. 

Then, Dr. Massialas brings Hedetoft 
into the picture. Hedetoft argues that 
the EC has the potential of combining 
the classical notion of the nation-state 
with the notion of "Supranational Ide-
alism." This process entails the glorifi-
cation of nationalism in the sense that 
its internationalization creates a condi- 
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tion where "other national identities are 
respected and recognized — "European 
identity" is introduced as a new ideal... 
a duel national/European identity is 
coming to the fore (e.g., being German 
and European at the same time.)" The 
instrumentalities put in place by EC to 
foster this condition, according to He-
detoft, include the question of member-
ship in the Commission, where national 
representation of member states is safe-
guarded; the agricultural policies; the 
principle of subsidiarity; European flags, 
hymns and passports, and more recent-
ly no boarder checks. 

And, according to Massialas, com-
mon characteristics which promote a 
European identify include the unity-di-
versity problem — which constitutes "a 
particular characteristic of the Europe-
an way of thinking", the cultural space 
dimension, which includes the "search 
for an equilibrium between rationality 
and emotion, objectivity and subjectivi-
ty, universality and ideology, and final-
ly between science and the humanities." 

And, to conclude, Dr. Massialas 
quotes Keating in his defense of Euro-
pean identity: 

"We are a people who inhabit a 
particular region, we speak different 
languages and have different local 
traditions which give us a primary 
distinguishing identify and make us 
feel we belong together. We have a  

value system that orients towards lib-
eral-humanism; we stress individual 
human rights, freedoms of though, 
belief and expression, organization 
and so on, equality, the rule of law, 
pluralism, democratic participation 
and ensure that our actions are gov-
erned by norms which are controlled 
through these values. While we do 
not devalue tradition, we are not 
dominated by it; we believe in free en-
quiry; we seek to extend our knowl-
edge of and control over our environ-
ment through the agency of our sci-
ence which is separated from our re-
ligion and our politics and thus free 
from traditionalistic repression. We 
mobilize our resource to protect our 
freedoms; to extend our knowledge 
and control; to expand and grow our 
economies so as to create and distrib-
ute prosperity and welfare; to devel-
op and express our personalities 
through our work, our democratic 
participation and our creative engage-
ment with all aspects of our culture, 
not least with those modes of artistic 
expression which, notwithstanding 
the existence of national schools and 
linguistic differences, we have creat-
ed and enjoy largely in common." 
Massialas asks: 
"Are these values, e.g., democracy, 

equality, fairness, empathy, understand-
ing, cooperation, etc part of the Greek  

curriculum? If they are, and the values 
parallel those which are assumed to be 
the core values of Europe (see Keating) 
then Greek education, indirectly, fosters 
the quest for acceptance of a European 
identity." 

Dr. Anthony Hourdakis, in his pre-
sentation "Global Dimensions in the 
Greek Primary Curriculum and Text-
books: The Case of the Ancient World" 
states that, "in view of the European in-
tegration, the promotion of internation-
al understanding the development of a 
supranational identity are of utmost 
importance. Consequently, the teaching 
of global dimensions should be part of 
all subjects areas including the teaching 
about the ancient world. This view will 
require the revamping of the purposes 
of all school subjects, including selection 
and teaching of the content about the 
ancient world, in Greece as well as in 
other countries. 

Since the European enlightenment in 
the eighteenth century, the emphasis has 
been on the nation rather than on man-
kind. Although, in the recent years, the 
interest in universal history and culture 
has been growing largely as an answer 
to the global dimensions of contempo-
rary events. It is recognized that a wid-
er angle of vision is needed since the new 
technologies and communications con-
nect the entire plant, the rapid socio-eco-
nomic expansion and the mass-media 
entice the entire globe from America to 
Australia. World history and culture are 
essential for the understanding of a 
world that has become "one" both in 
everyday life and in human thought." 

The panorama of the ancient world 
gives another essential element to the 
idea of globality: the world ancient his-
tory is perhaps one of the best ways to 
understand and accept the inevitable 
differences that can distinguish the one 
from the other, but also to contribute 
to their mutual understanding, solidari-
ty and communication. 

So, the concept of "globality" via 
Ancient World, could be related to the 
terms of: continuous interaction and 
subsidiarity, cross-fertilization, cultur-
al accessibility, cultural entity, dissem-
ination, understandable diversity, hu-
man communication, intellectual rich-
ness, human progress and motivation, 
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pluriformity and multiplicity, but also, 
predominance, assimilation or elimi-
nation, similarities, and dissimilarities, 
stimulation and contradiction, com-
plexity and tradition, isolation and 
centralization, cultural compatibility, 
regional and interregional, harmoni-
zation and disharmonization, where-
as the methodological approach of glo-
bality via Ancient World can be asso-
ciated with the context of multicultur-
al curriculum development, cross cul-
tural studies, cultural interrelation-
ships and cultural pluralism." 

In his presentation Dr. Hourdakis 
posed the following questions: 

— How is the "Ancient World" pre-
sented in Greek primary textbooks? 

— Which are the main themes of the 
ancient world? 

— Which aspect of globality is domi-
nated: the greco-roman or the non gre-
co-roman one? 

— How many are the national and the 
world citations in these books? 

— How does the ancient world devel-
op the national identify and prepare the 
European and world citizen? 

— How the world cultural heritage is 
presented? 

— What kind of knowledge, attitudes, 
values and behaviors are proposed via 
ancient world in Greek primary text-
books? 

The results of the study showed that 
Ancient World in elementary textbooks 
is mainly limited to ancient civilizations 
(Crete and Mycenae) and to the classi-
cal civilization (5th-4th centuries). The 
citations concerning the rest of ancient 
civilizations — as they are mentioned in 
this study — (Mesopotamia, Egypt, In-
dus, Shang, India, China, Africa, Amer-
icas, Australia) are almost totally ig-
nored. The presentation of ancient 
world has a nationaVethnocentric orien-
tation without the spirit of globalization 
— as we can find in other curricula men-
tioned above. 

Sometimes the few citations concern-
ing other ancient people, like Mesopot-
amia and Near East, have a non-scien-
tific character. 

The total absence of Indian, Chinese, 
Maya and Aztec or African civilization 
is very characteristic. In other words, 
ancient world for Greek elementary text- 

books provides the graeco-roman aspect 
of globality which in reality serves the 
ethnocentric orientation of Greek pri-
mary curriculum in general. This possi-
bly has to do with the socio-economic, 
historical and political situation of 
Greece in our days (the relations with 
Turkey, with Albania and FYROM). 
Also, this kind of presentation of ancient 
world is justified by existing domination 
of graeco-roman model of globalization 
since 15th century up to our days, in 
many countries. 

The results of the study showed also 
that the citations on Ancient World give 
emphasis to the homo graeco-romanus, 
in the following priority: firstly, to the 
cultural life, secondly to the religious life, 
thirdly to the political life, fourthly to 
the economic life and lastly to the social 
life. 

The general position of Dr. Hour-
dakis' paper is that ancient world should 
be seen as a whole, not only as the grae-
co-roman aspect, but as the non grae-
co-roman globality as well. 

"It is common knowledge that human 
history and culture are common since 
they concern all mankind and their cre-
ations. A global overview of human his-
tory and culture will help us perceive the 
degree of interaction amongst all peo-
ples at all times. If we accept the fact 
that a common ancient world history 
can be shared by all mankind, then a 
question of pedagogical viability arises. 

Since ancient world encompasses all 
civilizations, it is perhaps far too broad 
a subject for classroom purposes. The 
answer may be negative; however, we 
should have in mind that ancient world 
is global rather than regional, and con-
sequently the emphasis may be placed 
on movements of world-wide influences 
on man's development. Besides, the his-
torical time concepts and the spatio-tem- 

poral relations are not beyond the un-
derstanding of children. 

In spite of this, the traditional divi-
sion of the globe into continents, is use-
ful perhaps for the geography, but has 
little meaning for the human history. 
This position is based on the thesis that 
the ancient world can provide global 
values and aspects, which will help hu-
man understanding, solidarity and co-
operation among people. Ancient his-
tory, as a part of global history, is per-
haps one of the best ways to conceive 
and understand the concept of the "oth-
erness" and its differentiation. Ancient 
world with its global sweep, shows the 
formation of the different world situa-
tions and underlines the continuity of 
human societies and their dynamic in-
teraction between the similar and the 
different, the particular and the global, 
the national and international. 

Greek elementary school reflects tra-
ditional values. These values stem main-
ly from the classical graeco-roman con-
cept of ancient world and the orthodox 
tradition. The analysis of the primary 
school curriculum shows that the ancient 
Hellenic tradition predominates espe-
cially in the social studies. The textbooks 
seek to implement the pronounced goals 
of the Ministry of Education syllabi by 
reflecting an admiration towards the 
Hellenic civilization and the national su-
premacy. Other ancient civilizations and 
cultures are either excluded from con-
sideration or when discussed are relegat-
ed to a secondary position of impor-
tance. 

The fact that Greece is a member of 
the European union, seems to have been 
almost forgotten since no relevant dis-
cussions on other ancient civilizations 
and cultures, topics and issues are tak-
ing place in the Greek classroom. This 
fact is contrary to the official declara- 
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tions of the European union that out-
line that the unification and communi-
cations of European people will be based 
on their cultural heritage. "Green Pa-
per" emphasizes the respect of every na-
tional identity as well as the cultural and 
national differences of the members-
states and the danger of chauvinism and 
xenophobia for the common European 
educational action. 

For the new Community Action Pro-
gramme Socrates "the European dimen-
sion in education, based on the cultural 
heritage of the member states, should 
contribute to strengthening in pupils and 
students a sense of European identify, 
preparing them to take part in the eco-
nomic and social development of the 
Union, making them aware of the ad-
vantages and challenges which the 
Union represents, improving their 
knowledge of the Union and it's Mem-
ber States and bringing home to them 
the significance of the cooperation of the 
Member States with other countries of 
Europe and the world. 

In sum, this study established anoth-
er form of disharmony, which charac-
terizes the Greek curriculum as shown 
in previous study since for the Greek el-
ementary curriculum and textbooks, 
ancient world is not related to a multi-
cultural curriculum development, nor to 
international development; aspects, 
which are provided by curricula of oth-
er countries and constitute a base for the 
establishment of new criteria and new 
concept for globality and the writing of 
history in our days." 

Dr. George Flouris' presentation  

dealt with the Global Dimensions in the 
Social Studies of the Greek Curriculum. 

In his introduction, Dr. Flouris stat-
ed that, "an interest in universal and glo-
bal processes may be traced back at least 
as far as the Enlightenment. It is known 
for example that a transcultural and 
transnational humanism was favored by 
European philosophers (Erasmus, Vol-
taire, Kant). 

However, a more accelerated global-
ization face has occurred since the 
1880's. Even the very idea of nation state 
was itself one aspect of this process and 
it was rapidly globalized. Other aspects 
of the globalization process were: the 
increase in the numbers of international 
agencies and institutions, the acceptance 
of unified global time, the increasing glo-
bal forms of communication, the growth 
of global competitions and prizes, the 
development of standard notions of cit-
izenship, human rights and conception 
of human kind. 

After World War II, international ed-
ucation was viewed differently both by 
western democracies and eastern social-
ist countries. It was in the mid seventies 
that global education was developed in 
America partly because "it was recog-
nized that the traditional "world stud-
ies" (as in Britain), the "world history" 
(as in the United States) or the educa-
tion for international cooperation (as 
supported by Unesco) were still too na-
tionalistic in Scope. 

Education for international under-
standing tended to envisage world de-
velopments from a national view point, 
while global education, at least theoret-
ically, originated from world problems 
(such as scarcity of resources, overpop-
ulation, ecological concerns, etc.) and 
then placed national developments into 
perspective. 

It seems that the focus in Europe to-
day is probably more on human rights, 
on international peace and the issue of 
European integration than on global 
aspects, even though it operates to a 
great degree as a supranational state. 

The different responses to the global-
ization process suggest that there are 
global cultures in plural and a little pros-
pect for a unified global culture." 

Dr. Flouris stressed the need for glo-
bal education. 

Nations can no longer afford to of-
fer a parochial pedagogy and exist in iso-
lation; nor can they afford to ignore 
world conditions, and changes, as well 
as problems in other parts of the world. 
Sooner or later, all nations will be nega-
tively affected if they accept narrow-
minded socialization processes which 
lead to uncritical views of the interna-
tional communed. 

Besides certain world conditions and 
changes especially in certain critical ar-
eas such as demographics, employment, 
the environment and other areas can not 
be ignored. Environmental problems for 
example, which have been accentuated 
with population increase and migration 
for economic reasons, must be addressed 
internationally. The lack of appropri-
ate programs to cope with air and noise 
pollution, housing problems and nucle-
ar pollution is also a cause for concern. 
Furthermore, some major globalizing 
events in the past 30 years have shown 
both how mostly all countries may be 
affected by them and that it requires 
concerted efforts and common actions 
of all countries. Such events are: the oil 
crisis in the early 70's; the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster, which had global eco-
logical implications; the 1987 stock mar-
ket crash; the Iraqui war in 1990, which 
called for international support for mil-
itary action against it. 

It is well established that global in-
terdependence has been increased the 
last thirty years especially because of the 
impact of mass media, economics, (mar-
kets, business, trade), transportation, 
science and technology. However, this 
global movement can not be found in 
other fields, such as the education pro-
cess. In the fact of such global develop-
ments, world conditions and changes 
human survival will rely heavily on atti-
tudinal and behavioral changes towards 
global matters and events. To this end, 
global education will play a vital role. 

Dr. Flouris also recommended goals 
of social and political education for 
Greece. 

GOALS OF SOCIAL AND 
POLITICAL EDUCATION 

"Since this is the subject that by and 
large directly addresses the content 
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which will contribute, along with other 
contents, to develop citizenship values 
it is translated verbatim; thus, the goals 
of the course are stated as follows: 

— To know the organization and func-
tion of the Greek society and the values 
in which it relies. 

— To understand the meaning that the 
social and political institutions have to 
the individual and to the group. 

— To develop critical thinking in ref-
erence to the contemporary problems. 

— To cultivate the social conscious-
ness so that they participate responsi-
bly and creatively in the life of a demo-
cratic society. 

— To obtain the necessary sensitivity 
towards Ecumenical Community. 

It is obvious that the course aims in 
creating a Greek citizen but there are 
international elements from which a 
European and world citizen could 
emerge; these elements are 'the sensi-
tivity towards the ecumenical commu-
nity', 'participate responsibly in a dem-
ocratic society' and 'develop critical 
thinking in reference to contemporary 
problems'." 

And, Dr. Flouris concluded by say-
ing that, "The time has come that 
schools must move away from main-
taining existing systems and established 
ways of life. Greek students need to be-
come good national citizens as well as 
global citizens who are prepared for 
change, able to anticipate future events, 
and willing to participate by taking ap-
propriate actions. The time is right for 
Greek schools to foster more that one 
identities via multilingual multicultur-
al experiences which may be linked to 
universalism for a more promising fu-
ture." 

Dr. Callogianakis' presentation dealt 
with globalization of education via po-
litical socialization, and she studied 
Greece and Great Britain to get her com-
parative data. 

She states: "In view of the challenge 
posed by the rapid economic as well as 
political integration of Europe, those 
responsible for educational policy and 
teacher training should reflect on the role 
that schools can and must play in order 
to prepare european and world citizens, 
as well as to teach about Europe and 
the World 1. 

The concept of globalization of Edu-
cation via Political Socialization is re-
lated to the following aims: 

— the exploration of problems and is-
sues in political socialization process as 
this relates to the emerging theme of the 
globalization, 

— the provision of a framework for 
the presentation of european and world 
dimension on the role of schools in de-
veloping and transmitting global themes 
and issues related to political socializa-
tion, 

— the formation of educational poli-
cy in schools and colleges, based on an 
analysis of historical precedents and cur-
rent curriculum practices, 

— the implications for education, par-
ticularly in primary and secondary 
schools, in lieu of the movement towards 
european and world socio-economic 
union and cultural unification as well. 

This problematic raises the following 
questions: 

* what is political socialization and 
its relation to the concept of globaliza-
tion? or 

* how does the theory and practice 
of globalization of education and polit-
ical socialization relate? 

* what is the problematic in Greece 
and in other european and non-europe-
an countries in this area? 

* what are the main characteristics 
of globalization? 

* where is emphasis placed in the glo-
balization process? 

* what about the danger of becom-
ing globacentric? 

* how can education be globalized via 
political socialization? or 

* why or why not is it important to 
globalize education? 

* what can schools do/or have done 
to promote peace and security in the 
'new world order'? 

* how do we introduce globalization 
in schools, at what stages and through 
which subjects or topics and activities? 

* is there and should it be a global  

education beyond nationalism in school 
curricula? 

* which are the activities and the ini-
tiatives that can be undertaken in order 
to establish a global dimension in edu-
cation? 

* how can we develop mutual under-
standing and solidarity between people 
through globalization of education? 

* how can we develop a european and 
world cultural identity, a world con-
sciousness and sense of cooperation? 

The above problematic is mainly re-
lated to the concept of "otherness" which 
can be considered as an essential element 
of political socialization process applied 
to the concept of globalization; this 
problematic is also connected with the 
main political socialization's school vari-
ants and the role of the school concern-
ing the concepts of global values and 
ethnocentrism; finally, our problematic 
is strongly related to recent european 
policy which fosters to promote the 
preparation of young people to exercise 
their responsibilities in a wider social, 
economic and cultural area as Europe-
an citizens. 

The concept of the "otherness" is as-
sociated to the attitudes toward other 
countries, nations and people. Accord-
ing to Massialas, young pupils can de-
velop attitudes toward other countries, 
cultures and people — attitudes which 
may be parochial or cosmopolitan, with 
open or stereotypical images of others -
but again, these attitudes and percep-
tions vary from country to country, thus 
making it extremely difficult to identify 
global principles. 

Political Socialization refers to the 
process of transmitting values and at-
titudes of a country's political culture, 
including global and international di-
mensions. Lumy proposes global edu-
cation as global cooperation and assert-
ed that global education should pro-
mote the creative solutions of interna-
tional problems. In this context, it is 
considered that in a world of continu- 
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ous conflicts, many researchers are try-
ing to promote international under-
standing through school that help pu-
pils to enhance their understanding of 
other countries and nations as well as 
to promote active participation in the 
solution of world problems. 

Gualdoni defines global education as 
a program of studies leading to interna-
tional understanding and developing 
students' knowledge, skills and attitudes 
vis-a-vis a global society. In spite of this, 
very few teachers can explain different 
conceptions of global education, that is, 
global education as a) foreign/world af-
fairs and culture, b) a world-centred 
studies approach, c) a world-order stud-
ies approach and d) a single issue ap-
proach. Some other studies suggest that 
children growing up in countries where 
a nationalistic ethos prevails are gener-
ally involuntarily affected by this cir-
cumstance. Lambert and Klienberg 
found in their seminal study, children 
begin to develop ethnocentric feelings as 
a result of their interaction with the dif-
ferent agents of socialization. The chil-
dren categorize other peoples by describ-
ing them as "peaceful, bad, poor, good, 
intelligent, not like us" etc. 

Glenn found that teachers consider 
social studies as helping children to 
know about other people; school curric-
ula in some countries devote very little 
time to analyze the role of a nation as a 
member of a world community. They 
mostly refer their nation-state and de-
velop national loyalty and patriotism. 
This phenomenon is particularly true of 
the history of curriculum. 

The Ad hoc Committee on Global 
Education underlines that "the develop-
ment of international political under-
standing in our children will not only 
enhance our national security but also 
lead to international cooperation." 

According to Schleicher, "the concept 
of global education was developed in 
America, partly because the level of pub-
lic awareness did not meet the standard 
of a world power and partly because it 
was recognized that the traditional 
world studies, the world history or the 
education for international cooperation 
were still too nationalistic in scope." In 
Europe it is also said that on "what we 
see as a general trend throughout West- 

ern Europe over the last two decades or 
so towards an increasing emphasis on 
nationalism and patriotism." 

A number of surveys indicate that 
young people are concerned about glo-
bal problems facing the world today. In 
spite of this, education for global aware-
ness has to cope with some problems: 

a. public opinion does not often seem 
to care too much about global develop-
ments; 

b. political socialization in ethnic and 
national terms seems to be very influen-
tial and overshadows global dimensions; 

c. some educational experts tend to 
favor political attitudes rather than glo-
bal interest; 

d. educational policy is not empha-
sizing building the foundation for glo-
bal citizenship; 

e. the luck of development of concep-
tual frameworks for education for glo-
bal understanding. 

In this context, United Nations Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights in 
1948, support that "education shall be 
directed to the full development of the 
human personality and to the strength-
ening of respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. It shall promote 
understanding, tolerance and friendship 
among all nations, racial and religious 
groups, and shall further the activities 
of the United Nations for the mainte-
nance of peace." 

To this end, the main goals of the new 
european program Socrates, "appropri-
ate measures should be taken in order 
to combat racism and xenophobia... ." 
The specific objectives of the programme 
shall be: to develop the european dimen-
sion in education at all levels so as to 
strengthen the spirit of european citizen-
ship, drawing on the cultural heritage of 
each member state... . 

To conclude, Dr. Callogianakis iden-
tified the following priorities: 

— "the extension of research in the 
area concerning political socialization of 
children via globality, 

— the encouragement of children by 
their families and schools in order to 
develop positive predispositions and ac-
quire positive sentiments towards other 
countries, 

— the development of school curricu-
la, textbooks and teaching materials to  

support global dimension of education, 
— the enrichment of teacher's train-

ing and inservice training, 
— the promotion of reflective teach-

ing in the classroom vis a vis the global 
issues, 

— the development of a global educa-
tion which emphasizes international un-
derstanding, universal values and peace 
studies, 

— the creation of global, universal pai-
deia, a disciplina universalis, for educat-
ing the future world citizen, 

— the enhancement of national, Eu-
ropean and world identity, in order to 
develop a real ethno-euro-global percep-
tion and consciousness, 

— the adoption of an educational pol-
icy in this new context." 

Jean Monnet, a leading architect of 
the concept of a European Community 
has said, looking back on the beginnings 
of the European treaties: "if I could start 
anew, I would start with education and 
culture." 

This conference underlined the neces-
sity for the development of a global ed-
ucation via political socialization of chil-
dren and youth and the establishment 
of a global education that will aim in 
seeking out international cooperation, 
mutual understanding, the development 
of peace, protection of the environment, 
human rights, world acceptance and uni-
versal values. The family, the school as 
well as public opinion ought to cultivate 
the appropriate climate for the formu-
lation of the individual's personality and 
the world citizen. 

For Massialas, global education re-
fers to a formal type of political social-
ization in which students develop inter-
national, intercultural and cross-cultur-
al understanding and sensitivity. In this 
context, the main goals of global edu-
cation are: the transmission of knowl-
edge about and attitudes toward the in-
ternational community and the trans-
mission of political orientations in dif-
ferent national settings. To this end, 
schools, via curricula, textbooks, teach-
ers, etc., families, mass-media and so-
cial environment, should aid in assist-
ing children develop consciously and un-
consciously their own global perspec-
tives, attitudes and values via political 
socialization process. 
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A SAN DIEGO ARTIST 

He is reflective when I ask him 
about art. "Art to me," he says 
after a pause, "is a middle aged 

discovery. The impetus struck me when 
I was about 40. Now at 50 I can't leave 
the brush off my fingers." "O.K. but 
what is the function of art in human life," 
I ask again. I want another kind of an-
swer. "To create something anew and 
complete," he snaps. "I am an engineer 
by profession and my painting can be 
related to that. I want to make form out 
of the formless. It thrills me, for exam-
ple, to begin with a blank canvas and 
then three or four or five hours later to 
have it dazzling with color, with an 
ocean, a mountain range, say, or the 
portico of a flower-studded island 
home." 

John Koufoudakis guides a visitor 

By MINAS SAVVAS 

through the hospitable rooms of his San 
Diego home with some pride. The walls 
are covered with framed and unframed 
paintings which seem to have been paint-
ed only recently. Occupied with his job 
as an engineer for San Diego Gas and 
Electric during the day, he can only paint 
at dusk when the Point Loma sun slow-
ly vanishes behind the vessels in the har-
bor. It is when the hues of blue and white 
in his paintings glitter more vibrantly. 
And there is vibrancy and much blue and 
white in those canvasses. The Greek 
landscapes predominate in his work. 
Some have been adapted from photo-
graphs, others improvised out of that 
repository of memories during his for-
mative years. 

While his 13 year-old daughter plays 
something on the piano, as if on cue, he  

tells me of coming to America at the age 
of 12. He lived in New York until 1978, 
the year when he decided to come to 
California. He started to paint five years 
after his arrival in San Diego, as if some-
how the California sun demanded it, as 
if somehow he was inspired by that same 
Greek sun that had nourished him So 
far he has completed, he tells me, over 
112 paintings, and over seventy five per-
cent of these have already been sold. The 
Greek festivals in the area exhibit his 
work faithfully, and orders for this or 
that Greek landscape keep coming. 

As we walk through the corridors of 
his home, we stop before a canvas of an 
old black-clad woman staring across the 
sea. She is surrounded by clay pots of 
basil and camelias in an island court-
yard. She is weaving, but has paused 

John Koufoudakis at work 

JUNE, 1995 
	

19 



Greek Americans Meet with Evert 

AHEPA Supreme President Charles Georgeson and UHAC Chairman Andrew Ath-
ens welcoming New Democracy President Miltiadis Evert. From left: AHEPA Pub-
lic & Government Affairs Director George Savidis, PSEKA President Philip Cbris-
topher, Mr. Georgeson, Mr. Evert, Mr. Athens and National Coordinated President 
Andrew Manatos. 

lengthily from the task, it appears, be-
cause the sea is too beautiful to ignore. 

The work is enveloped in a veil of tran-
quility that draws the eye deeper into the 
painting. Two canvasses further, a vege-
table vendor atop his donkey, his face 
shadowed by his well-worn cap, rides his 
familiar neighborhood route while a vil-
lage woman runs toward him for a trans-
action. However, there isn't going to be 
much selling, it seems; the baskets hang-
ing from the animal are empty. 

The above are relatively unusual 
works of Koufoudakis. In most of his 
work the human presence is, in fact, rare-
ly seen--though in many of them it is 
implied. Still there is a commendable 
variety in his paintings. A couple of them 
are renderings of stylized figures from 
ancient Greek vases; there is a clown; a 
pacific Vermont scene; a lion; the tem-
ple of Poseidon; a winter scene; the Pon-
tikonisi at Corfu; and Lord knows what 
else may be hanging in dozens of homes 
around Southern California. 

There is no discernible attempt in all 
of Koufoudakis canvasses to free him-
self from realistic forms. Sensuous, 
bright material experience attracts and 
inspires him Nothing surreal, nothing 
abstract here. "Reality is the nexus of 
my work," he quips, "no need to change 
it, no need to tax or challenge the on-
looker." Avant-garde subjectivity, 
George Bernard Shaw once said, is for 
the self-indulgent and the pretentious. 

"I am not sure if I have a philosophy 
of art," says Koufoudakis, "but as far 
as I am concerned there are two kinds 
of art: the work that the artist gives the 
world, and the work that the world re-
ceives from the artist. Often I copy 
scenes from photographs, but the es-
sence of the scene that my brush reveals 
is subjectively my own not what, most 
times, the world may interpret about 
that scene. This, of course, extends be-
yond photographs into reality, into 
scenes of all kinds captured by the eye." 

The Point Loma sun has vanished. 
Little Anna has finished her piano and is 
now in the kitchen with her ten-year old 
sister Lisa. I point to an unfinished paint-
ing on the easel. "You must want to get 
back to work," I say. "I do," he says ear-
nestly, "I really do! I need my fix!" 

MINAS SAVVAS 

AHEPA Supreme President Charles 
Georgeson, UHAC Chairman Andrew 
A. Athens, PSEKA President Philip 
Christopher, National Coordinated Ef-
fort President Andrew Manatos and 
AHEPA Public Affairs Director George 
Savidis met with conservative New De-
mocracy leader Miltiadis Evert, New 
Democracy International Secretary 
Marieta Giannakou-Koutsikou and 

Greek Ambassador Loukas Tsilas in 
Washington last month 

Evert and his delegation were in 
Washington to meet with top U.S. offi-
cials and policy makers. The Greek 
Americans welcomed Evert and briefed 
him on developments in Washington 
and the community's agenda. Evert dis-
cussed the range of issues facing Greece 
and the outcome of his meetings. 
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CAPTAIN OF PRIVATIZATION 
Prof. E.S. SAVAS BRINGS HIS GOSPEL HOME 

By JOHN TIERNE`II 

Until recently, E. S. Savas considered 
himself the quintessential prophet 

without honor. For more than two de-
cades, ever since he says he learned a cru-
cial lesson from the New York City 
Department of Sanitation, he has trav-
eled the world preaching the virtues of 
having private companies perform gov-
ernment services, and he found appre-
ciative audiences just about everywhere, 
except in the place of his inspiration. 

"Overseas, I worked in one people's 
republic after another as they disap-
peared," said Dr. Savas, a professor in 
the School of Public Affairs at Baruch 
College whose first name is Emanuel and 
who is known as Steve to colleagues, 
"and I'd always come home to find the 
one here perfectly preserved. Until May-
or Giuliani came along, the only places 
in the world that I knew of that were 
not privatizing were Burma, North Ko-
rea, Cuba and the People's Republic of 
New York." 

Although the local republic has 
hardly vanished--New York's bureau-
crats are still overseeing not only gar-
bage trucks but betting parlors, day-
care centers, hospitals and a hotel--Dr. 
Savas says he is hopeful. After work-
ing in 36 countries and having his ideas 
quoted by officials ranging from Presi-
dent Clinton to the prime minister of 
Fiji to the mayors of Moscow, Cairo 
and Seoul, Dr.Savas has finally been 
heard in City Hall and Albany. 

"We talk to Steve a lot," said Rich-
ard J. Schwartz, the senior policy advis-
er to Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani. 
"When you're trying to introduce the 
concept of managed competition to city 
services, it's very nice to be able to turn 
to the founder of the discipline. Steve is 
not only a great theorist, he has the prac-
tical experience to tell you what works 

N.Y. Times, May 25,1995 

and what doesn't. He can show you how 
to reinvent government without having 
to reinvent the wheel." 

Dr. Savas's philosophy has been pop-
ularized by "Reinventing Government" 
(Addison-Wesley, 1992), the influential 
book by David Osborne and Ted Gae-
bler. President Clinton is one of many 
officials who have been borrowing a bit 
of etymology from Dr. Savas that is 
quoted in the book: "The word govern-
ment is from a Greek word which means 
to steer. The job of government is to 
steer, not to row the boat. Delivering 
services is rowing, and government is not 
very good at rowing." 

Dr. Savas arrived at this insight by 
observing the government of New York 
City. He is a native of Washington 
Heights in upper Manhattan and re-
ceived a Ph.D. in chemistry from Co-
lumbia University. He took a job at 
International Business Machines Corp-
oration, where he ended up studying the 
management of urban systems. In 1967, 
Mayor John V. Lindsay appointed him 
first deputy city administrator. In 1969,  

when a snowstorm paralyzed much of 
New York City, Dr. Savas analyzed why 
the Department of Sanitation took days 
to clear the streets of Queens. 

"I discovered that sanitation workers 
were actually out plowing only 50 per-
cent of the time during the snowstorm," 
Dr. Savas recalled. "The rest of the time 
was spent on coffee breaks, warm-up 
breaks, fueling breaks and wash-up 
breaks. I said to myself: Gee, if that 
department is working 50 percent of the 
time during an official emergency, what 
are they like when they're doing their reg-
ular work?" 

Dr. Savas did a study showing that 
New York's municipal garbage col-
lectors were three times as expensive as 
their private counterparts. "I recom-
mended that the city introduce compe-
tition by hiring private firms for some 
districts and comparing the perfor-
mance," Dr. Savas said. "Mayor Lind-
say appointed a commission to consid-
er the idea, but then he decided to run 
for President, and he didn't want to risk 
offending organized labor." 

Subsequent mayors had the same 
worry, and Dr. Savas took his ideas else-
where. He went on to teach at Colum-
bia and publish a series of articles and 
books, including "Privatization: The 
Key to Better Government," published 
by Chatham House, which has been 
translated into 12 languages. 

"It's the most important book on the 
subject," said Robert W. Poole Jr., who 
is the president of the Reason Founda-
tion, a Los Angeles organization that is 
prominent in privatization research. 
"Steve really is the godfather of privati-
zation, both in this country and world-
wide. Other than Peter Drucker, who 
used the word, re-privatization' in 1969, 
Steve was the first person to write 
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seriously about it." 
Dr. Savas often prefers to avoid what 

he calls the P-word. "It raises unneces-
sary barriers, and some people think it 
merely means contracting out to private 
companies," he said. "But there's noth-
ing new about hiring private contrac-
tors--Queen Isabella hired one to explore 
the Western Ocean 503 years ago. 

"What's new is introducing com-
petition into the delivery of public ser-
vices. The issue is not public versus pri-
vate; it's monopoly versus competition. 
Too many of our public services are run 
as monopolies they need not to be, in-
cluding ones that are contracted out in 
sweetheart deals to the private sectors." 

Dr. Savas spreads this message 
through speeches, meetings with govern-
ment officials and reports like the one 
he helped prepare as a member of the 
transition teams for Mayor Giuliani and 
Gov. George E. Pataki. Sometimes he 
gets more directly involved, such as on 
a trip to Ukraine in 1993, when he hap-
pened to see hundreds of people in 
Odessa waiting for public buses. 

"I casually suggested allowing pri-
vate buses," Dr. Savas recalled, "and the 
deputy mayor said to me, 'Who would 
ever want to operate them?' I said, 'Let's 
put an ad in the newspaper and find out.' 
I helped write the ad, and three months 
after our initial conversation, there were 
private buses competing against public 
buses on the same routes. They were so 
popular that by 1994, just a year later, 
12 other cities in the Ukraine had adopt-
ed the same system." 

Ukraine's capitalist spirit, however, 
has not yet taken hold in New York. Dr. 
Savas has had no luck with his proposal 
to let private buses and vans compete 
against the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority for bus service. Besides 
introducing competition into services 
like transit and sanitation, he said, the 
city should get out of some businesses 
altogether, like job training, housing 
management, real estate development 
and off-track betting. 

"I wish New York were making 
changes more quickly," he said. "But at 
least for the first time, we have an ad- 

ministration with the political will to 
privatize." 

The Giuliani administration has al-
lowed private contractors to take over 
some functions--like the maintenance of 
a few parks and schools -- and to bid 
against municipal workers for contracts. 
So far, though, city officials have used 
privatization mainly as a threat in labor 
negotiations. 

Sanitation workers, school custodians 
and school-bus drivers have agreed to 
major modifications in their work rules 
to stave off private competition. Faced 
with a competing bid from a private con-
tractor the municipal workers who in-
stall and repair street signs kept their 
jobs by agreeing to improve their pro-
ductivity by more than 50 percent. 

Many labor leaders insist that unions 
are unfairly hindered in their competi-
tion against private contractors. The 
Civil Service Employees association, 
which represents 260,000 workers 
around the state, has been running ad-
vertisements criticizing the trend to use 
what it calls "privateers." 

"Savas has been savvy enough to in-
troduce a new head to the Hydra of 
privatization," said Larry Scanlon, the 
executive director of the employees' as-
sociation. "He talks about introducing 
competition to government monopolies, 
but competition doesn't address the real 
problem of workplace productivity and 
what the real role of government is." 

Mr. Scanlon said that many agencies 
were badly managed, and that a better 
way to improve government services 
would be to consult with workers about 
ways to overhaul existing management 
procedures. He also said that private 
contractors often compete unfairly 
against public agencies because some of 
them provide their workers with inade-
quate pay and benefits. 

Dr. Savas has been a public employee 
himself for the last 14 years, with not 
entirely happy results. In 1982, the year 
after he was appointed assistant secre-
tary of the Federal Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, he en-
dured a political furor after The New 
York Times published excerpts from a 
rough draft of his report saying that cit-
ies would be better off if they relied less 
on Federal aid. 

In 1983, when a Justice Department 
investigation concluded that he had 
"abused his office" by having employ-
ees do work on his book on privatiza-
tion, Dr. Savas resigned from HUD 
while calling the charges "frivolous and 
false." He said that HUD employees had 
done only minor tasks, updating his 
completed manuscript to include refer-
ences to the Reagan Administration's 
privatization program. 

Since 1984, Dr. Savas has been the 
director of the Privatization Research 
Organization at Baruch, part of the 
City University of New York --the kind 
of government-run monopoly that he 
has criticized. True to his principles, he 
said that if he were designing a new 
public system of higher education, he 
would eliminate professorial tenure and 
force public universities to compete 
with private ones. 

"Competition would make univer-
sities more efficient and responsive," Dr. 
Savas said. "It might even make profes-
sors more productive, although I think 
the taxpayers are already getting their 
money's worth out of me. If the city fol-
lowed the advice that I've produced here 
in my office, I calculate that it would 
save $5 billion a year, or about $10,000 
a minute. That would cover my annual 
salary in just eight minutes." 
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Tasso Manessis (second from left) displays plaque while his wife Kiki (left) holds bouquet 
of flowers. Along with them are Pan Kerkyraiki president Nick Bardis (third from left), 
Dino Avlonitis (fourth from left) and Mr. and Mrs. Gus Dragas. 

The Corfu Philharmonic 
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Pan Kerkyraiki Honors Two Members 
Amid thunderous applause from the 

capacity-filled Cretan House on Satur-
day, May 20,1995, well known commu-
nity leader Anastasios (Tasso) Manes-
sis was honored by the Pan Kerkyraiki 
Society of New York for his efforts in 
bringing the Corfu Philharmonic to New 
York to participate in the Greek Inde-
pendence Parade. Along with Mr. Ma-
nessis, restaurateur Kosta Dragas was 
also honored for his substantial finan-
cial contribution to the venture of bring-
ing the 90-member Philharmonic. With-
out the efforts of these two Corfians, the 
project of having the extraordinary band 
come to New York would have been 
doomed. 

Mr. Manessis, as well as Mr. Dragas, 
received an inscribed plaque from Soci-
ety President Nick Bardis. Each plaque 
was inscribed "For services rendered to 
Pan Kerkyraiki Society" and Mr. Bar-
dis did not neglect to mention how 
thankful the Society was to them. Their 
wives, who were also cited along with 
their husbands, each received a beauti-
ful bouquet of roses. 

In addition to the plaque, Mr. Man-
essis received a Tiffany silver bowl on 
behalf of the Archons of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate, Order of Saint Andrew 
the Apostle, which he serves as Vice 
Commander. The presentation was 
made by the Order's National Com-
mander, Archon Dr. Chris Philip, and 
the National Treasurer, architect Steven 
Papadatos was in attendance. In his 
speech, Dr. Philip, obviously moved by 
the response from the audience, told 
them how the evening's reception re-
minded him of those events attended 
years ago by his parents. It was a very 
sentimental return for him to his roots, 
he said. 

In extolling Mr. Manessis' accom-
plishments, the Society's Dino Avloni-
tis and others recounted how he was sin-
gle-handedly responsible for the recog-
nition of the Greek language by the 
State's educational system and its incor-
poration as a language taught in its 
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Olympic Airways in the Black 
After Decades of Heavy Losses 

schools. Avlonitis also mentioned that 
the honoree was instrumental and held 
high office in the Presidential campaigns 
of both Michael Dukakis and Paul 
Tsongas, and more recently in Kimon 
Thermos election campaign. It was also 
mentioned, that for many years he was 
a key factor in the success of the Parade, 
having served as its Chairman for a long 
period, that he was a member of the 
board of Directors of Interbank of N.Y., 
the President of the N.Y. Pan Gregori-
an Association, and is the first President 
of the National Greek American Res-
taurant Association. 

In addition, congratulatory letters to 
Mr. Manessis were read on behalf of His 
Eminence, Archbishop Iakovos of the 
Americas, His Excellency, Metropolitan 
Silas of N.J., and Congresspeople Car-
olyn Maloney and Jerry Nadler who 
could not be at the reception. 

The Corfu Philharmonic, while in 
New York, was an astounding success 
during the Parade, made visits to a num-
ber of communities during receptions, 
held a street concert in Astoria during 
which police had to turn away throngs 
of spectators for lack of space, and was 
feted by the community at the View res-
taurant atop the Marriot Hotel before 
their departure for their island. Efforts 
are being made currently to have them 
return to the States for participation in 
the Atlanta Centennial Olympics, as a 
tribute to the Philharmonic which played 
during the first modern Olympiad in 
Athens a century ago, for the first time 
playing the Olympic Anthem, composed 
by its conductor to lyrics of nationally 
acclaimed Greek poet Kosti Palama. 
The Philharmonic also holds the honor 
of being the first group to play the Greek 
Naational Anthem, the lyrics of which 
have been written by another favorite 
Corfian, Dionysios Solomos. 

Prof. Rigas Doganis, Chairman & 
C.E.O. of Olympic Airways announced 
recently in a press conference that the 
company will realise profits of approx. 
4 billion drachmas, after being in the red 
for over a decade. 

In his announcement regarding the 
economic results for the first quarter of 
1995, the Chairman pointed out that the 
losses have significantly been reduced 
from 33.4 bil. to 12 bil. drs. This was 
largely due to the reduction of operat-
ing costs and increased productivity as 
well as a significant reduction in OA's 
interest payments following a large debt 
right off. He also confirmed that pas-
senger traffic increased by 13.2% on 
domestic routes and 5% on internation-
al routes. The early retirement of 1.373 
employees resulting in a decrease of staff 
member from 10.641 in 1994 to 9.268 in 
1995 was completed the end of March 
this year. It is expected that the decrease 
in staff numbers will reduce the total 
annual cost by 5.5 bil. drs. by the end of 
1995. 

The Chairman emphasized that in  

order for OA to survive to the years 2000 
and 2005 in an increasingly competitive 
environment the company must become 
mean and lean and must remain profit-
able. Thus, an action plan was an-
nounced by Prof. Doganis to be imple-
mented in the short and in the long run. 
Key elements were: 

* Full implementation of the recov-
ery plan and the restructuring law. 

* Development and implementation 
of a strategy for product renewal and 
product planning. 

* Development of a long-term strat-
egy in five key areas (route/network de-
velopment, fleet plan and aircraft renew-
al, airline alliances, charter services and 
the new airport of Spata). 

* Organisational restructuring. 
* Improved financial reporting sys-

tems. 
* Clarification/codification of rela-

tionships between OA and its subsidiary 
companies. 

The Chairman expressed his opti-
mism about the long term prospects of 
the company. 
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Greek Americans Receive 
The Ellis Island Award 

NEW YORK -- Eight distin-guished 
Americans of Hellenic and Cypriot her-
itage have been awarded the 1995 Ellis 
Island Medal of Honor for their signif-
icant contributions to the United States 
by the National Ethnic Coalition of Or-
ganizations (NECO). The presentation 
ceremonies were held on historic Ellis 
Island on Sunday evening, May 21. 

The Hellenic Medalists are: George 
P. Gabriel, industrialist and Past Su-
preme President of the Order of Ahepa, 
Allentown, Pennsylvania; Dr. George J. 
Korkos, plastic and reconstructive sur-
geon, Milwaukee, Wisconsin: John M. 

Manos, United States District Court 
Judge, Cleveland, Ohio; Athena Geor-
gakakos Onorato, banker and econo-
mist, Jackson Heights, New York; Har-
ry Mark Petrakis, author and lecturer, 
Chesterton, Indiana and Paul S. Sar-
banes, United States Senator from Bal-
timore, Maryland. 

The Cypriot Medalists are: Philip 
Christopher, industrialist and Founder 
and President, Pancyprian Association, 
Dix Hills, New York; Clay Constanti-
nou, United States Ambassador to Lux-
emburg and Past President, Cyprus Fed-
eration of America. 

This was the first year that the Med-
als were awarded under the Cypriot des-
ignation. The Medalists were selected 
by the Hellenic committee of NECO and 
the approval of the Board of Directors 
from among nominations submitted 
from throughout the nation. James S. 
Scofield of St. Petersburg, Florida is 
Chairman and James F. Demos of 
Seaford harbor, New York is co-chair-
man of the Hellenic Committee 

The Medals were established in 1986 
by the Statute of Liberty-Ellis Island 
Foundation and the New York State 
Statue of Liberty Centennial Commis-
sion. They are sanctioned by the Unit-
ed States Congress and the names of the 
recipients are listed in the Congression-
al Record. 

The coveted gold medallions, which 
depict the Statue of Liberty and the main 
building on Ellis Island, are supported 
by red, white and blue ribbon cordons 
symbolizing the hope and promise of 
America. They were presented during 
the opening of the Awards Gala on El-
lis Island before thousands of spectator 
from all regions of the country. Will-
iam Denis Fugazy, Chairman of the 
Board and Richard A. Grace, Vice 
Chairman and Secretary ofNECO made 
the presentations to the Hellenic and 
Cypriot Medalists and to other out-
standing Ethnic Americans. 

United States Senator Paul S. Sar-
banes addressed the Medalists and their 
guests during the presentation ceremo-
nies. A dinner in the Great Hall honor-
ing the Medalists followed the ceremo-
ny. A special display of fireworks by 
the world-renowned Grucci family in 
front of the Statue of Liberty highlight-
ed the return voyage. 

The Hellenic and Cypriot honorees 
were escorted to the boat to Ellis Island 
by children dressed in native Greek cos-
tumes. The Hellenic Dancers of the As- 
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sumption Greek Orthodox Church, Port 
Jefferson, Long Island, New York un-
der the direction of Mrs. Koula Sopa-
sis, Melville, New York, performed na-
tive dances on the dock for all the 
honorees and their guests before the boat 
departure from Battery Place in Man-
hattan. Then they danced during both 
boat voyages to the delight and applause 
of all aboard. 

NECO represents the largest ethnic 
and heritage organizations in the Unit-
ed States and is dedicated to universal 
brotherhood, conducting a variety of 
programs encouraging the advancement 
and protection of all ethnic groups and 
races. It raised over one million dollars 
for the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island 
Foundation and is a co-underwriter of 
the Ellis Island Immigration Museum  

"Peopling of America" Gallery. 
The following Americans of Hellen-

ic heritage received the Ellis Island 
Medal of Honor during previous cere-
monies held in 1986, 1990, 1992, 1993 
and 1 9 94: 

Archbishop Iakovos, Andrew A. Ath-
ens, Dr. John Brademas, John A. Catsi-
matidis, William G. Chirgotis, George 
Christopher, Alec P. Courtelis, Olympia 
Dukakis, Dr. Steve E. Fochios, Nicholas 
Gage, John H. Hatsopoulos, Matina 
Souretis Homer, John Kapioltas, Judge 
Thomas D. Lambros, Howard D. Lorb-
er, Louis G. Manesiotis, Sr., George M. 
Marcus, George Phydias Mitchell, Peter 
G. Peterson, Nicholas C. Petris, Telly Sav-
alas, James S. Scofield, Nick Smyrnis, Alex 
G. Spanos, Chris Tomaras, Angelo K. 
Tsakopoulos and P. Roy Vagelos. 

New Reservation System 
for Olympic Airways 

rAn May 8th, Olympic Airways put 	The new system will also facilitate sig- 
into operation a new sophisticated nificant phased improvements, in airport 

Reservations System, HERMES-2, as operational procedures. 
part of its effort to improve customer 	HERMES-2 will enable OA to intro- 
service. The switch from HERMES-1, duce a more effective Yield Management 
used by OA since 1983, to HERMES-2 System. This allows OA to assign seats 
was well-timed as it coincides with the to passengers on a fare-priority basis. 
general restructuring of the company. 	Olympic can provide cheaper tickets as 

HERMES-2 enables OA to provide well, in the event that a flight is not ful-
its passengers with excellent service and ly booked. In other words, for the first 
in certain instances, with cheaper tick- time, OA can assign available seats in 
ets without reducing company revenue. accordance with the fare paid and will 

The new reservations system allows be in a position to meet the needs dic-
through check-in for international pas- tated by today's competitive market. 
sengers departing from the large domes- 	HERMES-2 has equipped OA with 
tic airports of Rhodes, Corfu, Heraklion, one more tool to face the increasing 
etc. via Athens to be provided with board- competition within the airline industry. 
ing passes for all connecting flights. Pas- The installation of HERMES-2 required 
sengers will thus arrive at their final des- 306.400 man-hours, in addition to 
tination without having to check-in at 227.200 hours needed to train reserva-
each stop, since baggage and ticket con- tions staff in the new system procedures. 
trol will take place only once, at the ini- 	The installation of HERMES-2, was 
tial point of departure. HERMES-2 will completed by Olympic staff with expert 
significantly reduce the time required to assistance from Swissair, and cost two 
provide efficient customer service. 	billion drachmas. It is expected that pur- 

Moreover, business class passengers chase and installation cost will be de-
are now able to make their reservations frayed in approximately one year as the 
with the added advantage of advanced new reservations system will increase 
seat selection. 	 Olympic's annual yield by 5 to 8 percent. 
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Philadelphia -- Following a national 
search, Dr. Constantine N. Pa-

padakis, dean of the college of engineer-
ing at the University of Cincinnati, has 
been named Drexel University's 11th 
president, George M. Ross, chairman of 
Drexel's board of trustees, announced 
today (5/17/95) after the board's unani-
mous vote. 

"Dr. Papadakis's impressive back-
ground and achievements at Cincinnati 
speak eloquently for his ability to lead 
Drexel University into the next centu-
ry," said Ross in announcing the ap-
pointment. "His experience in both the 
academic and corporate worlds make 
him particularly well qualified to serve 
as president of our university." 

Drexel and the University of Cincin-
nati share several characteristics, Ross 
noted. Both are urban universities, and 
both operate mandatory cooperative 
education programs. Cincinnati's co-op 
program, launched in 1906, is the na-
tion's oldest; Drexel's program, begun 
in 1919, is the nation's second largest. 
(Co-op enables students to alternate pe-
riods of full-time study on campus with 
full-time off-campus professional em-
ployment in fields related to their aca-
demic interests.) 

Papadakis, 49, joined the University 
of Cincinnati in 1986 as dean of engi-
neering. He is also professor of civil en-
gineering and holds the Geier Chair of 
Engineering Education. During his nine-
year tenure as dean, Papadakis spear-
headed major growth in the university's 
college of engineering. Ph.D. enrollment 
increased from 115 to 350 and master's 
degree enrollment from 350 to 500, rais-
ing the engineering graduate programs 
to national prominence. Freshman ap-
plications increased by 30 percent while 
the full-time engineering faculty grew 
from 94 to 153. Research grants and  

contracts grew from $6 million to $19 
million. 

In 1990, he was able to secure $31.5 
million in state funding, which with $5 
million raised from private sources was 
used to build a 175,000 square foot En-
gineering Research Center. Designed by 
world- renowned architect Michael 
Graves, the center is now complete and 
ready for occupancy. 

During his tenure, Papadakis also 
created the Effective Teaching Institute 
and the International Engineering Pro-
gram, integrated computing into the 
curriculum, and introduced a senior de-
sign clinic through which students work 
on "real world" projects for local com-
panies. Under his leadership, the college  

of engineering strengthened its commit-
ment to diversity and saw minority en-
rollments double while retention of mi-
nority students increased from 35 per-
cent to 62 percent. 

A native of Greece, Papadakis re-
ceived his undergraduate diploma in civil 
engineering from the National Techni-
cal University, Greece, in 1969. He also 
holds a master's degree in civil engineer-
ing from the University of Cincinnati 
and a Ph.D. in civil engineering from the 
University of Michigan. 

Papadakis will bring to Drexel 10 
years of administrative experience in 
academe and 10 years of corporate man-
agement experience. Before joining, the 
University of Cincinnati, he served as 
head of the civil engineering department 
at Colorado State University in Fort 
Collins. Prior to joining higher educa-
tion, he was vice president of Tetra Tech, 
Inc., a Honeywell subsidiary, vice presi-
dent and corporate director of STS Con-
sultants, Ltd. and assistant chief engi-
neer of Bechtel, where he directed a team 
of engineering specialists. 

GREEK-AMERICAN NAMED 
DREXEL UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT 

Dr. Constantine N. Papadakis, University of 
Cincinnati's Dean of Engineering 
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Beginning in 1989, in parallel with his 
duties as dean of engineering at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, Papadakis served 
for two years as interim president of the 
Institute of Advanced Manufacturing 
Sciences, one of eight Edison Technolo-
gy Centers in Ohio. This organization is 
similar in structure and function to the 
Ben Franklin Partnership of Southeast-
ern Pennsylvania. He was also appoint-
ed by the Ohio Board of Regents to serve 
from 1990 to 1992 as acting president 
of the newly formed Ohio Aerospace 
Institute, a coalition of all the colleges 
of engineering in Ohio. Today, the in-
stitute has a $10 million annual budget 
for research and graduate education. 

A member of numerous professional 
and honorary societies, he is a fellow of 
both the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers and the American Society of Me-
chanical Engineers. He is the author and 
co-author of more than 65 technical pub-
lications, and is a registered engineer. 

During the past three years, Papadakis 
has served on the Ohio Governor's Coun-
cil on Research and Economic Develop-
ment, and the Ohio Science and Tech-
nology Commission Advisory Group. He 
is presently chairman-elect of the Profes-
sional Engineers in Education Division 
of the National Society of Professional 
Engineers and is a member of its legisla- 

tive and government affairs committee. 
Papadakis is also a member of the 

board of governors of the Edison Ma-
terials Technology Center, and sits on 
the board of directors of the Hamilton 
County Business Incubator, Intelligent 
Vehicle Highway Society of Ohio, the 
Dan Beard Council of the Boy Scouts 
of America, and Fidelity Federal Bank. 

Papadakis is married to the former 
Eliana Apostolides, who holds an M.S. 
in social work. They are the parents of a 
ten-year-old daughter, Maria, and reside 
in the Cincinnati suburb of Indian Hill. 

Papadakis succeeds Dr. Richard 
Breslin, who has accepted a position as 
executive vice president and provost at 

Did you know that about 83 mil-lion 
Americans now living will eventu-

ally have cancer? That's about one in 
three according to statistical data provid-
ed by the American Cancer Society. In 
1992, over 1,700,000 people were diag-
nosed as having cancer. It is estimated 
that 500,000 people die annually of can-
cer -- 1,400 every day; 60 every hour; one 
every minute. Clearly, these statistics 
bring home the need for a way to stop 
this killer. 

It is within this well defined goal that a 
small group of New Jersey and Delaware 
residents working entirely on a volunteer 
basis, organized a charitable organization 
dedicated to giving financial assistance to 
scientists and research medical institutions 
who have as one of their primary goals --
to find a cure for cancer. 

The AHEPA Fifth District Cancer 
Research Foundation, Inc. (the "Foun-
dation") was founded in 1988 under the 
auspices of the Fifth District of the Or-
der of AHEPA (American Hellenic Ed-
ucational Progressive Association), a 
Greek-American fraternal organization 
with some two thousand members in the 
States of New Jersey and Delaware. 

In a little less than five years, we have 
demonstrated that the AHEPA Family 
cares about the quality of life of our fel-
low man. Cancer has no ethnic or color 

St. Louis University. For the past seven 
months, Drexel alumnus C.R. Pennoni, 
formerly president of Pennoni Associ-
ates, Inc., has been serving as chief ex-
ecutive officer of the University and will 
continue in that position until the new 
president's arrival. 

Drexel, Philadelphia's second largest 
private university, comprises six colleg-
es offering undergraduate and graduate 
programs including the Drexel engineer-
ing curriculum, designated a national 
model by the National Science Founda-
tion. Drexel is widely recognized for its 
excellence in career, professional and 
graduate preparation, and for its coop-
erative education program. 

boundaries. It is constantly on the at-
tack, and in turn we must constantly be 
on our guard. 

Thus far, the Foundation has given 
grants of $100,000 as follows: 

(1) A total of twenty thousand 
($20,000.00) dollars was given in grants 
in 1991, 1992, and 1993 to the Robert 
Woods Johnson University Hospital for 
general cancer research.. 

(2) A total of thirty-seven thousand 
($37,000.00) dollars was given in grants 
in 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, and 1994 to 
the Fox Chase Cancer Center for re-
search in prostate cancer. 

(3) A total of twenty-seven thousand 
($27,000.00) dollars was given in grants 
in 1992, 1993, and 1994 to the Hacken-
sack Medical Center for their work in 
peripheral stem cell harvesting. 

(4) Twelve thousand ($12,000.00) dol-
lars was granted to the Cancer Institute 
of New Jersey for breast cancer research 
along with a grant of four thousand 
($4,000.00) dollars for research in pedi-
atric oncology in 1994. 

As a result of these grants the Foun-
dation has now been recognized as an of-
ficial fund-raising entity by the Cancer 
Institute, the Fox Chase Cancer Center 
and the Hackensack Medical Center. 

For further information contact John 
K. Antholis, Chairman, at 201-540-0050. 

AHEPA FIFTH DISTRICT 
CANCER RESEARCH FOUNDATION, INC. 
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Greek-Americans in Review By SOPHIA NIBI 

Prof. G. C. KIRIAKOPOULOS 
RECEIVES AWARD 

Dr. George C. Kiriakopoulos 

t a special ceremony that took 
lace before a gathering of the 

faculty and student body of the school 
of dental and oral surgery at Columbia 
University, Dr. George C. Kiriakopou-
los, Professor of Dentistry, was present-
ed with the faculty service achievement 
award for forty years of continuous ser-
vice as a member of the faculty of the 
dental school. 

Dr. Allan J. Formicola, dean of the 
dental school, spoke of professor Kiria-
kopoulos' sterling commitment to den-
tal education for the past forty years.  

"We are deeply grateful to you for the 
knowledge and inspiration that you have 
brought to generations of students in our 
University," dean Formicola Stated as 
he applauded Dr. Kiriakopoulos' dedi-
cation to dental education. 

Dr. Kiriakopoulos became a member 
of the faculty in 1955 when he was in-
vited to teach in the division of pediat-
ric dentistry. In reviewing the recipients 
many achievements, the chairman of the 
event Dr. Solomon Rosenstein, Colum-
bia University Professor Emeritus of 
Dentistry, recalled that Dr. Kiriakopou-
los "has served as an excellent, outstand- 

ing, and inspiring teacher throughout the 
years, and has managed his clinics re-
sponsibly and effectively; and with his 
individual fine manner of teaching he 
has impressed his co-workers with the 
need for excellence in dental education." 

Reference was also made by the dean 
to Dr. Kiriakopoulos' writing activities 
not only in dentistry but also in history. 
Besides his two books on dentistry and 
his innumerable published articles that 
have appeared in the dental journals, his 
writings also include articles on World 
War II and a book entitled "Ten days 
to Destiny — the Battle of Crete, 1941." 
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His second book entitled, "The Nazis 
occupation of Crete, 1941-1945" is 
scheduled for publication later this year. 
A third book reflecting on the personal 
experiences of American servicemen in 
World War II is already at the publish-
ers. His first book achieved internation-
al acclaim. 

Dean Formicola also mentioned the 
extensive article that appeared about Dr. 
Kiriakopoulos in the American Dental 
Association's news magazine about his 
war record as a combat veteran of 
World War II where he served in the 
rangers being the recipient of the distin- 

guished service cross, silver star, and 
bronze star medals. The Dean stated 
that Kiriakopoulos was the focus of a 
feature article that appeared in the fall 
newsletter of the dental school. 

Professor Kiriakopoulos is an alum-
nus of Columbia University. He has a 
lengthy list of degrees and credits which 
include, assistant director of Dentistry 
at St. Giles Hospital in Brooklyn, New 
York; associate director of Dentistry at 
Lenox Hill Hospital in New York City; 
Senior Attending at the institute for the 
education of the blind (a Columbia Uni-
versity Dental School affiliate); and an  

attending in the dental service of the 
Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center. 

He is a member of the dental honors 
society, the recipient of the ten-year 
award from Lenox Hill Hospital, and 
the twenty-fine year service award from 
the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical 
Center as well as the school of Dental 
and Oral Surgery of Columbia Univer-
sity. 

He is a fellow of the Royal Society of 
Health of Great Britain, one of the few 
Americans to be so honored by the 
Queen of England. His name also ap-
pears in the who's who in the world, 
who's who in America, and who's who 
in the east, among others. 

MARRY LEKOUSI 
PRESENTED PAPER AT 

CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION 

Mary Lekousi of Scarborough, 
ME, presented a scholarly 

paper titled "Horace's Ship Allegory: 
Ode 1.14" during the Annual Meeting 
of the Classical Association which met 
at the University of Saint Andrews in 
Scotland. Ms. Lekousi who teaches 
Latin at South Portland High School, 
is a classics scholar whose academic 
achievements are widely recognized. 
Listed in Who's Who in the East, Ms. 
Lekousi holds two Bachelor of Arts 
degrees, in Biology and in Classical 
Studies, from the University of South-
ern Maine and has studied Greek and 
Latin at Rutgers University in New 
Jersey where she was a Graduate 
Teaching Assistant. She is a member 
of the Classical Association of New 
England, of the Women's Classical 
Caucus, of the Foreign Language As-
sociation of Maine and of the Ameri-
can Association of University Wom-
en. In 1994 she was responsible for the 
reactivation of the Maine Classical As-
sociation by arranging a successful 
symposium at Bowdoin College for 
Maine Classicists. 

In addition to her latest scholarly pre-
sentation in Scotland, Mary Lekousi has 
also presented papers at the Eighty-
eighth Annual Meeting of the Classical 
Association of New England, and at the 
Foreign Language Association of Maine 
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Conference. She worships at the Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox church in Port-
land, ME. 

MICHAEL MANOUSSOS 
TEACHES LAW 

Michael Manoussos of Rocky 
Point, NY has been appoint-

ed Adjunct Assistant Professor of Law 
and Politics at the State University of 
New York at Stony Brook. He is a neg-
ligence, civil litigation and trial attorney 
in Manhattan. 

Mr. Manoussos received the bachelor 
degree in political science from the State 
University at Stony Brook and the law 
degree from the Detroit College of Law. 
He and his wife Dawn are the parents of 
Karen, Crystal, Irene and Michael. 

DR. KATYA DIVARI JOINS 
BOSTON MEDICAL GROUP 

Dr. Katya Divari of Framing- 
ham, MA is now a member of 

Downtown Medical Associates, a pri-
vate physician group in Boston, affiliat-
ed with the New England Medical Cen-
ter. Dr. Divafi, a native of Athens, 
Greece, is a 1989 graduate of the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts School of Med-
icine. She completed her residency in in-
ternal medicine at the University of 
Massachusetts Medical Center and her 
fellowship in endocrinology at the New 
England Medical Center. She is board 
certified in Internal Medicine with sub-
specialities in endocrinology, diabetes 
and metabolism, and special interests in 
women's health and psychology. 

A WIDE-LENS VIEW 
AROUND THE COUNTRY 

Louis Calligas of Shreveport, LA, a 
high school junior, was among 350 out-
standing high school journalists who at-
tended the Washington Journalism Con-
ference sponsored by the Congressional 
Youth Leadership Council. Louis is the 
sports editor of his school newspaper, a 
defensive back on the varsity football  

team, a members of the National Hon-
or Society, the Mu Alpha Theta Math 
Honor Society, the Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes, the Key Club and the Quill 
and Scroll Journalism Honor Society. 

Jim Zafiros 

Jim Zafiros of New York, has been 
appointed Director of Corporate Under-
writing for WNYC Communications 
Broadcasting Group. He has more than 
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23 years of broadcast advertising, mar-
keting, and sales experience, including 
ten years as Vice President of NBC TV 
National Sales. 

Christopher W Vasiles 

Christopher W. Vasiles of Elizabeth 
City, NC, has been promoted to the rank 
of chief petty officer in the U.S. Coast 
Guard. He is a 1978 graduate of Veter- 

ans Memorial High School and has been 
trained in aviation structural mechan-
ics. He has completed tours of duty in 
Alaska and Cape Cod and is serving as 
an instructor at the Coast Guard Avia-
tion Technical training Center in Eliza-
beth City, NC. He is married and the 
father of two children. 

Zachary C. Zoulias of Manchester, 
NH has received the Chi-Rho Religious 
Emblem for Cub Scouts from the East-
ern Orthodox Committee on Scouting. 

Phil Angelides of Sacramento CA, is 
now a radio talk host. Mr. Angelides is 
a former Democratic Chairman of the 
California Democratic Party and a can-
didate for California Secretary of State. 

Ernest T. Patrikis of Manhattan, NY, 
has been named first Vice President of 
the New York Federal Reserve Bank. 
A 1968 graduate of Cornell Law School, 
Mr. Patrikis joined the Federal Reserve 
Bank upon graduation and has served 
the institution as Executive Vice Presi-
dent and general counsel since 1987. 

Eleni Matos of Corpus Christi, TX, 
	 •  

is the first American to win the Interna-
tional Maria Callas Competition, held 
this spring in Athens, Greece. 

Steve Langis of Peabody, MA was 
named to The Boston Globe's 1995 All-
Scholastic Indoor Track Team. An hon-
or student, Steve was the team MVP and 
a league all-star in cross-country and 
indoor track. He will attend the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts in Lowell. 

Retired Vice Admiral Michael Kalle-
res, the most highly decorated Greek 
American in the history of the United 
States military, was the guest speaker at 
the concluding festivities of the Nation-
al Salvation Army week which was held 
at the Hellenic Greek Center in Mer-
rillville, IN. 

Steve Filios, coach of the St. Francis 
High School of Mountain View Basket-
ball team, was selected High School 
Coach of the year for the State of Cali-
fornia. His team won the state champi-
onship. 

Christopher Limnios of Castro Val-
ley, CA, a member of the Castro Valley 
High School Orchestra, played the pi-
ano at the United States International 
Convention held in Oakland, CA in the 
spring. 

George Aravosis of Chicago, IL is the 
new chairman of the International Or-
thodox Christian Charities (IOCC) Mid-
west Committee. Mr. Aravosis chairs the 
Greek Orthodox Midwest Committee 
for IOCC. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT—The test 
of making a living is how much you get. 
The test of making a life is how much 
you give. 

For New Subscriptios, 
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& Correspondence Please 
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New York, N.Y. 10010 
or call: 
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Greek-American Themes 
By CHARLES C. MOSKOS 

Throughout Greek America a set of themes keeps re 
curring: the persistencies and changes in Hellenic cul 
ture over the generations, much of which is captured 

in Greek-American fiction; the uneasy ideological juxtaposition 
of the majority of political conservatives and the smaller num-
ber of radicals, about which little has been written; and the en-
trance of the Greek-American mainstream into the American 
middle and upper-middle classes, a topic we will discuss more 
directly in the next chapter. Brushing aside questions of how 
one measures what is "typical," generalizations can be made about 
Greek-American life. But it is important to understand the Greek 
experience in America as more than an episode between the ad-
justment of the immigrants and the assimilation of their chil-
dren and grandchildren. By bending where they had to, Greek 
Americans yielded to American ways without losing their dis-
tinctive ethnic identity. 

ACROSS THE GENERATIONS 

If the Greek family in America could not exactly replicate 
that of the old country, it was not for lack of trying. Husbands 
insisted on their moral authority over their spouses, though the 
formal submission of the wife could mask her practical domi-
nance in household affairs. Mothers and fathers tried to enforce 
a strict disciplinary code over their children, though this could 
be softened by frequent parental indulgences, or sub vetted by 
clandestine activities with American friends outside the home. 
Thus, along with what can be fairly called a kind of peasant 
family structure, every recollection of early Greek immigrant 
family life notices the dislocation with traditional patterns. 

Although parental discipline was firm by American standards 
and great store was placed on proper behavior, this was rarely to 
the point of smothering initiative Hitting and spanking were 
common, but never really severe. Both parents were physically 
affectionate toward their offspring with much kissing of young 
children. In the earlier immigrant families, however, fathers were 
often much older than mothers, which gave a distinctive cast to 
the family constellation. Children were included in adult activ-
ities and age segregation was alien to the Greek immigrant mind. 

Charles C. Moskos, the son of Greek immigrants is profes-
sor of sociology at Northwestern University. He is a lifelong 
member of the AHEPA, served on the Greek Orthodox Archdi-
ocesan Commission on a Theological Agenda for the Third Mil-
lennium, and has been a fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Interna-
tional Center for Scholar and a Rockefeller Humanities Fellow. 
His books include The Military-More Than Just a Job? and A 
Call to Civic Service. His writings have been translated into 
seven languages. 

The family system of the new Greek arrivals shares much in 
common with that of the old immigrants, for example, formal 
patriarchy and parental sacrifice. But important differences are 
to be noted, the central one being that the wives are in the same 
age bracket as their husbands and are much more likely to be 
employed outside the home. Moreover, partly reflecting value 
changes in contemporary urban Greece, divorce does not carry 
quite the stigma that it did for the earlier immigrants. Yet, for 
early and recent Greek immigrants the primary joys of life are 
bringing children into the world and raising them, the satisfac-
tion of seeing them married, and the gratification that they are 
well educated and financially secure. 

Until about ten years of age, restrictions placed on girls and 
boys did not greatly differ in the early immigrant Greek family. 
But in their teens, sons would be granted more independence, 
while daughters were much more restricted. A second-genera-
tion woman, writing anonymously in 1950, bitterly comments: 

To be born a woman and intelligent is definitely risky. But to 
be born a sensitive, intelligent woman and to be born to Greek 
Americans—that is little short of a calamity. Because to Greek 
Americans the concept of equality of the sexes is so completely 
demoralizing that the superior woman is beaten before she be-
gins! I spent my childhood and adolescence in constant inner 
and often outward rebellion at the deference accorded to the 
male members of my family even when they were patently in the 
wrong. Again and again I was told, "You must give in. You are a 
girl." But no one ever took the time to explain why the woman 
must always give in to this day, no one ever has. 

Despite or, better, because of its very "old-fashionedness," 
the immigrant Greek family was tenacious. The unstated premise 
of the immigrant parents was: "We will sacrifice for you, our 
children, and be repaid by your success and sense of obligation." 
Though somewhat eroded over the generations, this premise still 
has some power among American born Greek parents. That there 
may be something to this formula is attested to by the unusual 
closeness between the generations, a closeness all the more note-
worthy when one considers the remarkable class mobility be-
tween the immigrants and their grown children. Indeed, an im-
portant study of the Greek-American family found that class 
mobility strengthens intergenerational cohesiveness; that is, ties 
are closest in those extended families where American-born chil-
dren have advanced highest on the social ladder. 

A generalized respect for elders is ingrained in both Greek 
and Greek-American cultural norms. This is complemented by 
the notion that grandparents are expected to "spoil" their grand-
children. The papou and yaya are regarded as extremely benign 
figures in Greek American family life. Aunts and uncles are 
also looked upon with warmth by nieces and nephews. In Amer- 

JUNE, 1995 
	

37 



Clip & Mail 

ILIAPAC is an independent, non-partisan political action com-
mittee founded to encourage greater participation by the 
Greek American community in the electoral process and lobby 
on behalf of the Greek American community on issues of in-
terest to Greek Americans. 

HAPAC offers financial and organizational assistance to can-
didates or office holders who place the concers of Greek Ameri-
cans at a high priority and meet HAPACs criteria for candi-
date support. 

Yes, I would like to become a member of HAPAC. 
Please send my membership credentials and newsletter to: 

NAME- 

ADDRESS. 	  

CITY• 	 STATE• 	ZIP. 	  

HOME PHONE: 

OFFICE PHONE:( 

PLACE OF BUSINESS• 	  

Please find enclosed my $25.00 annual membership fee. I would like 
my membership fee to be allocated to: (Choose one or both of the 
following) 

❑ State & Local Candidates ❑ Candidates for Federal Office 

823 Eleventh Avenue, New York, NY 10019 
(212) 974-0780 

(Contributions to HAPAC are not tax deductible) 

Hellenic American 
Political Action Committee 

HAPAC 111 1g Membership Application 

ica as in Greece filial loyalty is especially stressed. Although 
there is no statistical proof, it is commonly held among Greek 
Americans that second-generation children are much more likely 
to look after aged parents—including letting their parents move 
in with them—than is the usual practice in American society. 
On this point, a second-generation woman once ruefully re-
marked: "We are the last generation to take care of parents, and 
the first whose children will not." 

To grow up a second-generation Greek American was to be 
raised in a hybrid environment; on the one hand, there were 
Greek parents, relatives, family friends and immigrant priests, 
on the other, American schools, non-Greek friends, and popu-
lar American culture. It also meant being part of a family sys-
tem which contrasted its higher morality and sense of obliga-
tion with that of the amerikanoi. One might also grow weary of 
the constant reminders of the glorious Greek heritage, but it 
helped allay feelings of self-doubt in the Anglo-conformity of 

American life. Rather than conveying a negative concept of 
the ancestral culture, Greek immigrant parents were much more 
likely to assert that anything Greek was best. Though there 
were always exceptions, a sense of social inferiority was not a 
characteristic of American-born Greeks. 

To be sure assimilative processes were always at work. Even 
though most second-generation Greek Americans were famil-
iar with the Greek language, and many could speak it quite 
well, English became the language of American-born Greeks 
in their own homes as well as on the outside. While vestiges of 
patriarchy persisted, egalitarian relations between the spouses 
became more the mode along with more equal treatment of 
sons and daughters. Ties with koumbaroi—either best men at 
weddings or godparents—were not as strong as within the im-
migrant generation. Divorce shifted from a terrible calamity to 
an undesirable but sometimes necessary resolution of marital 
problems. Female liberation, incomprehensible to the immi-
grants, largely bypassing the second generation, has come to 
influence many women in the third generation. Yet, one in-
formed observer of sex roles in both Greece and this country 
has made the point that young middle-class Greek Americans 
are more likely to adhere to a conventional sexual code than do 
their counterparts in contemporary urban Greece. 

In certain discernible ways, however, old country values have 
permeated the American-born generations. The traditional 
philotimo has been transfigured but is still recognizable in the 
appreciation of the grand gesture, displays of personal gener-
osity, and a demeanor that mixes respect for those higher in 
the prestige ladder with an inner sense of low social distance. 
It also seems that most Greeks and Greek Americans intuitive-
ly identify and understand authority while also seeking to ma-
nipulate it. Much like in the old country, Greek Americans 
stress observable conduct and results rather than intentions and 
effort. Even the immigrant parental admonition to both sons 
and daughters to "marry a rich Greek" was internalized more 
than many would like to admit. 

The immigrants could be embarrassed by their failures with 
the English language, their awkwardness with their children's 
American friends; but most of all they feared the prevailing 
ethos of romantic love, especially because it could lead their 
children to marry outside the community. Although arranged 
marriages, the traditional manner of betrothal in Greece, were 
to become virtually an extinct species in this country, the im-
migrants fervently hoped—and often schemed accordingly—
that their offspring would marry other Greeks. But because 
parental discipline was less strictly enforced for boys than for 
the more cloistered girls, this meant brothers more than their 
sisters would have opportunities to find their spouses from 
among the xenoi—the outsiders. The 1950 recollections of the 
second-generation woman cited above are again instructive. 

One of the sorest spots in Greek-American social relations 
was the problems of "going-out." I belonged to the generation 
which was not allowed to go out as our non-Greek friends were. 
That the girls were not allowed. The boys went. Poor parents. 
They knew that propinquity was nine-tenths of love and they 
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feared for the honors of their girls. And well they might, con-
sidering the ignorance in which they allowed their daughters 
to grow up! But boys will be boys. They did not want to run the 
risk of being faced with a shot-gun and dragged to the altar 
just for taking a girl to the movies once or twice. So they went 
out with non-Greek girls and the propinquity. They married in 
spite of parental protest and maternal maledictions and gen-
eral tearing of hair. 

The Greek-American community has had to change its po-
sition on intermarriage in the face of its frequency. The initial 
edict of the immigrant parents was to tell their children that 
all Greek spouses were better than all non-Greek. Though less 
common today than in the past, a too typical reaction for im-
migrant parents confronting intermarriage was to break social 
relations with the errant child, and then to relent once grand-
children arrived. The next line of defense, typical of the sec-
ond generation, is to acknowledge that there are equal mea-
sures of good and bad in all nationalities, but the sharing of a 
common Greek background makes for a better marriage. What-
ever the personal merits of a non Greek son/daughter-in-law, 
even second-generation parents would find themselves resort-
ing to defensive praise when relating their children's out mar-
riage to old timers. The final argument, a common recourse 
for the third generation, is that if one does marry a non-Greek, 
then one must be sure that the spouse is able to adapt to the 
family kinship system and willing to become Greek Orthodox. 

The intersect between ethnicity and family structure is a 
complex one. It is generally agreed, however, that those immi-
grant parents who displayed a more open attitude toward Amer-
ican influences were more successful in passing on Greek eth-
nicity than those parents who tried to resist totally all Ameri-
can encroachments. Efforts to rear children as though they were 
living in Greece, more common among blue-collar than mid-
dle-class immigrants, could often lead to grief when the chil-
dren were old enough to escape the confines of their home life. 
To pose the alternatives as all or nothing Greek, as many tradi-
tional parents were inclined, could lead some of their adult 
children to forsake their Greek background entirely. But the 
much more characteristic outcome has been one of continu-
ing—though changing in form—Greek identity across the gen-
erations. The ethnic anchor of Greek-American family life has 
been characterized as primarily that of language maintenance 
among the immigrants and Greek Orthodoxy among the Amer-
ican born. There is a clear tendency among the adult children 
of the immigrants in dealing with their own children to ease 
up on teaching Greek and concentrate more on instilling inter-
est and pride in the Greek heritage and the Greek Orthodox 
faith. Indeed, for reasons not well understood, there is some 
evidence that some second- and third-generation Greek Amer-
icans are more committed to a Greek ethnic identification in 
this country than are some of the new arrivals from Greece. 

The contrasting forms of Hellenic ethnicity between the 
Greek immigrants and their American offspring can also be 
shown in an analogy drawn from two popular kinds of Greek 
cooking: the souvlaki, a skewered combination of grilled meats 
alternating with vegetables; and the gyros, a cone of blended 
meats rotating on an upright spit. The immigrant life style is 
akin to the souvlaki; an alternation, an often conscious separa-
tion, between old country habits in the ambiance of home or 
when with fellow Greeks and American behavior in the public 
workplace. American-born Greeks can be likened to the gyros; 
an inseparable blend of Greek and American cultures, a more 
constant presentation of self whether the setting is within the 
Greek community or in the larger society. Where the immi-
grant is sometimes Greek, sometimes American, the native born 
is truly Greek American. 

One cardinal feature of Greek-American ethnicity is the trip 
back to the old country. The advent of relatively inexpensive 
air service has brought travel to Greece within reach of the 
Greek-American community. Greek-American newspapers of-
ten carry full-page listings of air excursions to Greece. Among 
American-born Greeks, a large number, perhaps a majority, 
have visited the ancestral homeland at least once. Although a 
few might be irritated, at some of the petty annoyances of a 
real Greece no longer filtered through the nostalgia of their 
parents or grandparents, the more common reaction has been 
a surge in Greek identification. For many of the new immi-
grants, regular trips to Greece provide not only a time for fam-
ily reunions and respite from the work pace of America, but 
also the opportunity to bolster the Greek language competence 
of their school-age children. Yet for most immigrants the re-
turn trip to Greece leads to a recognition, often for the first 
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time, that they are not as Greek as they thought and more Amer-
ican than they realized. 

Greek-American folkways are an amalgam of old country 
customs and new world fashions. Greek music has a strong hold 
among many of the second and third generations, more so, some 
would say, than among some of the immigrants. The band at a 
Greek-American social function will alternate between Greek 
and American music, but the dance floor is most crowded when 
the Greek music is played. Although many old peasant super-
stitions such as fear of the evil eye have disappeared in Ameri-
ca, Greek Americans, in comparison with other Americans of 
similar education and class background, seem to have a greater 
interest in fortune tellers, horoscopes, and the like. At organi-
zational meetings when a schedule is set, the chair is likely to 
state this means "American not Greek time" to stress that punc-
tuality is really expected. 

If the generalization of an eating culture has any validity, it 
certainly applies to Greeks and Greek Americans. Food is one 
of the centerpieces of everyday life. Home menus—lamb dish-
es, olive oil and vinegar salads, pastisio (a mixture of ground 
meat, cream sauce, and macaroni), tiropites (a kind of cheese 
pie), and a multitude of Greek pastries—are a source of conver-
sation and comparison as well as nourishment. The image of 
the immigrant mother with a spoonful of food following her 
child around is a recurring one. Even among the third genera-
tion, a survey found that over four out of five still regard Greek 
food as very much part of their diet. One of the most practical 
ways for a non-Greek wife to ingratiate herself into a Greek-
American family is to become adept at preparing Greek cui-
sine. Adaptations to American eating habits are made but with 
compromise. The turkey at a Thanksgiving dinner table is set 
along side feta cheese and kalamata olives. The current fashion 
of slimness and requisite dieting confronts the Greek-Ameri-
can craving for calorie-laden Greek food. 

Greek immigrants are more likely to drink the "American 
highball"—bourbon and ginger ale than ouzo or Greek whis-
kies, when visiting each other. Although the American style of 
drinking without food is increasingly common among the sec-
ond and third generations, alcoholism is not regarded as a ma-
jor problem within the Greek-American community. One might 
be expected to get a little light headed at a dance or party, but 
losing control under the influence of alcohol is severely looked 
down upon. But there is the gnawing realization that as Greeks 
become more like the amerikanoi, alcoholism will rise. 

No better illustration of the coexistence of Greek and Amer-
ican customs is found than in the Greek-American funeral. One 
is most often notified of a death by telephone, but usually some-
one in the extended family scans the daily obituaries of the 
metropolitan press to be sure no death is inadvertently over-
looked. Before World War Il, wakes were commonly held in the 
home of the deceased and, following the funeral, a memorial 
meal of fish was prepared at home by some of the female rela-
tives for the mourners. Today, the wake is held at a funeral 
home, typically Greek-owned. Not to go to a Greek undertaker, 
in areas where one is available, is an unmistakable sign of as- 

similation. A Greek American wake is well attended, more so 
than the funeral itself. Every relative and friend of the deceased 
is expected to make an appearance. In times past, all the wom-
en wore black, but now black is worn only by the women of the 
immediate family. Likewise, black ties for men are now worn 
only by close relatives. The black arm band symbolizing mourn-
ing, still seen in Greece, has not been used in this country for 
well over a generation. 

If the deceased was an old person, there will not be exces-
sive gravity at the wake. Wailing is much more subdued than it 
used to be, and, if carried on at any length, is likely to embar-
rass most of the American born. Old timers visit among them-
selves in the back rows of the funeral parlor and, as Greeks 
will, discuss the symptoms of aging, boast a little about their 
children, and try to identify the less familiar faces among the 
younger people. The wake comes to an end when the priest 
arrives and offers prayers. The next day, there is a service at 
church, the interment at the cemetery, and a post funeral meal 
at a restaurant. The entire funerary event remains—though now 
refracted through commercial establishments—a major mani-
festation of the collective consciousness of the Greek-Ameri-
can community. 

The crucial question is always whether, as the old genera-
tion passes on, the new one will reform its associational ties 
along Greek-American lines. So far, in the main, it seems to 
be doing so. 
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