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Athletes Training in the Palaistra. Detail, Attic red-figure psykter (wine cooler) 
Attributed to Phintias, ca. 520-515 B.C. Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

Coming of Age Exhibition to Explore the Lives of Children 
in Antiquity at Onassis Cultural Center in New York 

New York—Beginning January 21, 
2004, the Onassis Cultural Center will 
present Coming of Age in Ancient 
Greece: Images of Childhood from the 
Classical Past, the first exhibition to ex-
amine the lives of children and the atti-
tudes about childhood in ancient Greece. 
Unique to the exhibition's presentation 
at the Onassis Cultural Center will be 
the special section "Striving for Excel-
lence: Greek Childhood and the Olym-
pic Spirit." 

Together, Coming of Age and Striving 
for Excellence feature more than 80 ob-
jects on loan from major American and 
European collections that explore the life 
and death of Greek children, including 
family life, play and schooling, religious 
rituals, and the role of children in Greek 
mythology through painted vases, sculp-
tures, grave monuments, ancient toys 
and other artifacts. The objects in Com-
ing of Age range primarily from the Clas-
sical to the Hellenistic periods and will 
be separated into two sections, one fo-
cusing on the life of boys and one on 
girls. The exhibition will be on view until 
April 15, 2004. 

"Striving for Excellence" focuses on 
the importance of athletics to the devel-
opment of Greek boys. Then as now, 
sport was seen as a fundamental com-
ponent to the successful development 
of a youth's character. Athletic competi-
tions played a major role in the frequent 
religious festivals held throughout 
Greece, including the festival of Zeus at 
Olympia, known to us now as the Olym-
pic Games. Several of the amphorae in 
"Striving for Excellence" were once filled 
with olive oil—the equivalent of a cash 
prize—and given to the winner at simi-
lar games that were held in Athens. 
Other objects depict young athletes with 
their paidotribes, or trainers, with whom 
they prepared intensively for a month 
before the competition. "Striving for Ex-
cellence" features twelve works of art, 
ten on loan from the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts and two from the Hood Mu-
seum of Art, Dartmouth College. 

"By focusing on the rather unexa-
mined theme of childhood in ancient 
Greece, we understand better how those 
children grew up to become magnificent 
artists, outstanding statesmen, great  

philosophers and model citizens who 
lighted a torch that has enlightened the 
world over the centuries," said Stelio 
Papadimitriou, President of the Alex-
ander S. Onassis Public Benefit Founda-
tion, which runs the Onassis Cultural 
Center. 

In its presentation at the Onassis 
Cultural Center, Coming of Age will ex-
amine the lives of boys and girls at each 
significant phase from birth to adulthood. 
Depictions of childbirth in ancient Greece 
are extremely rare—most births pictured 
were the fantastical ones of the gods and 
goddesses. 

During early childhood, Greek boys 
and girls were raised together in the 
gynaikeion, the woman's quarter of the 
house. All members of the household, 
including their mother, nurses and fe-
male slaves, were responsible for their 
upbringing. Several of the objects in the 
exhibition show children of each gender 
at play together, using balls, tops or roll-
ers. Unusual examples of girls' dolls will 
be on view, including three articulated  

dolls with movable legs and arms and 
another older bell-shaped example from 
Boiotia—displayed in the athletics sec-
tion—that served as the inspiration for 
the Olympic mascot for the 2004 Olym-
pic Games in Athens. Other games rep-
resented include juggling and balancing 
a stick while moving. 

After early childhood, the genders 
were separated and prepared for their 
distinct societal roles. At age six or 
seven, Greek boys began their school-
ing and were sent out for most of the 
day; included in Coming of Age are sev-
eral examples of schoolwork, including 
writing exercises on an ostrakon (pot 
sherd), a wooden board or tablet, and a 
papyrus fragment, as well as an ink pot 
in the shape of a ball and a bronze sty-
lus that was used to write on wax tab-
lets. Meanwhile, girls remained home to 
learn the skills necessary to running a 
household. A Late Archaic terracotta 
piece depicts a cooking lesson that shows 
a young girl leaning over a pot as an 
older, seated woman gestures with a 
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Kylix with Pentathletes - Attic red-figure kylix, attributed to Onesimos, ca. 500-
490 B.C. H. 9 cm Diam. 22.5 cm Said to be from Orvieto, Italy. Ex.-coils. Alfred 
Bourguignon, Naples; Edward Perry Warren Boston Museum of Fine Arts 01.8020 
- Henry Lillie Pierce Fund, 1901 

raised hand. 
The exhibition presents artifacts deal-

ing with adolescence, in which it becomes 
clear that the length of childhood differed 
depending on the child's gender. At some 
point during their teenage years, boys 
underwent a ritual where they dedicated 
their playthings to a male deity in a sym-
bolic act of forsaking all things childish. 
At age eighteen they became citizens, 
acquiring voting rights and civic obliga-
tions. Though young men often left their 
families at this point, most did not marry 
until later in life, usually in their late 30s. 
Girls, on the other hand, were usually 
married around fourteen or fifteen, 
transitioning directly from adolescence 
into adulthood and acquiring the domestic 
role as woman of the house. 

It was not uncommon for a child in 
ancient Greece to die young, either in 
childbirth or while still a toddler. On the 
stele of Melisto, a commemorative stone 
included in the exhibition, a young girl 
about the age of six is depicted along 
with her favorite toy and pets, a tribute 
from her loving parents. Another grave 
memorial shows parents with their chil-
dren and a nurse—the father rests his 
hand on his daughter's shoulder, a rare 
scene in Greek art of fatherly affection 
for female offspring. 

Along with artifacts of household life 
and depictions of real families and chil-
dren, Coming of Age will also focus on 
representations of mythical figures, in-
cluding gods and goddesses, during their 
childhood. Perseus, who was set adrift 
in a wooden box at birth with his mother 
Danae, is shown on an early fifth cen-
tury Athenian lekythos as a helpless in-
fant reaching towards his mother. He 
survived and later beheaded the gorgon 
Medusa. Often, their fantastical births 
are presented as narratives. An Apulian 
pelike included in the exhibition relays 
the popular Athenian version of the birth 
of Helen of Troy. Her mother Leda be-
came a goose to avoid the pursuit of 
Zeus, who transformed himself into a 
swan and impregnated her, producing 
Helen, who was hatched from an egg at 
birth—a moment depicted on the pelike. 

After its presentation at the Onassis 
Cultural Center, Coming of Age will travel 
to the Cincinnati Art Museum for the 
summer of 2004 and the J. Paul Getty 
Museum in Los Angeles for the fall. The 
exhibition debuted in New Hampshire at 
the Hood Museum of Art, Dartmouth 
College, in August of 2003. 

Coming of Age in Ancient Greece: 
Images of Childhood from the Classical 
Past was organized by the Hood Museum 
of Art at Dartmouth College and was 
curated by Jenifer Neils, Ruth Coulter 
Heede Professor, Department of Art His- 

tory and Art at Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland, Ohio, and by John 
H. Oakley, Chancellor Professor/Forrest 
D. Murden Jr. Professor and Chair, De-
partment of Classical Studies, at The Coll-
ege of William and Mary in Williamsburg, 
Virginia. For six years Professor Neils was 
on the curatorial staff of the Cleveland 
Museum of Art and organized a number 
of exhibitions devoted to ancient art. She 
has been a resident scholar and visiting 

Panathenaic Amphora with Boxers 
Attic black-figure Panathenaic amphora, 
attributed to the Mastos Painter, ca. 
530-520 B.C. 

professor at the American Academy in 
Rome, the American School of Classical 
Studies at Athens, and the Getty Re-
search Center in Los Angeles. Professor 
Oakley was a visiting fellow in Classics 
at Princeton University and was awarded 
the Andrew H. Mellon Art History Fellow-
ship at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
in 2000. He has been a visiting profes-
sor at the American School of Classical 
Studies at Athens, the University of Can-
terbury at Christchurch, New Zealand, 
and the University of Freiburg in Ger-
many. 

The exhibition is complemented by a 
333-page, fully-illustrated catalogue 
published by Yale University Press with 
specially commissioned essays by emi-
nent scholars in the fields of Greek so-
cial history, literature, archaeology and 
art history. Issues such as gender ste-
reotyping, changes in perceptions of 
childhood over time, class distinctions, 
slavery and mentor relationships are all 
addressed. In addition, each object in 
the exhibition is discussed comprehen-
sively by Professors Neils and Oakley. 

This exhibition has been made pos-
sible in part by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, promoting excellence 
in the humanities. The Alexander S. 
Onassis Public Benefit Foundation (USA) 
is also a major supporter of the exhibi-
tion and the exhibition catalogue. The 
Onassis Foundation (USA) will publish an 
additional small catalogue focused on 
"Striving for Excellence" that will be com-
plimentary to all visitors. 
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Kylix interior 

Diskoboios-Bronze statuette, Early 
Classical, ca. 480 B.C. H. 14.9 cm From 
Greece Ex. -coll. Edward Perry Warren. 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts 01.7480 

Gift by Contribution, 1901 

The Onassis Cultural Center is the 
public forum of the Onassis Foundation 
(USA), an Affiliate of the Alexander S. 
Onassis Public Benefit Foundation 
founded by Greek shipping magnate 
Aristotle Onassis upon his death in 1975. 
The Onassis Foundation (USA) aims to 
promote, preserve and celebrate Greek 
culture of all time periods in the United 
States of America. The Center seeks to 
give the public greater access to signifi-
cant aspects of Greek culture through 
its ongoing series of exhibitions, lectures, 
musical events, literary evenings and 
theatrical performances. 

To learn more about the Foundation 
and the Onassis Cultural Center, please 
visit www.onassisusa.orq. The Onassis 
Cultural Center, which is located in the 
Olympic Tower (645 Fifth Avenue - en-
trance on 51St and 525d Streets) is open 
to the public from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday, and admis-
sion is free. 

For additional information please con-
tact: 

Resnicow Schroeder Associates 
Onassis Cultural Center 

Sascha Freudenheim/Jacquelyn Burke 
212-671-5172/5154 sfreudenheim/ 
jburke@resnicowschroedencom 

Amalia Cosmetatou 212-486-4448 
amalcosm@onassisusa.org  

Skyphos with Jumpers - Attic red-figure skyphos, attributed to the Brygos Painter, 
ca. 480 B.C. H. 14.4 cm Diam. 17.8 cm Found in Greece in 1901. Boston Museum 
of Fine Arts 10.176 James Fund and by Special Contribution, 1910 
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Travel Book for Young Readers 

eece 
MILWAUKEE - Often young readers pany of its kind, 1s1Books was founded dreams of becoming published authors. 

are only exposed to distant countries or in 1997 and has helped more than For 	more 	information, 	visit 
new cultures through television or his- 16,000 people worldwide realize their www.lstBooks.com. 
tory classes. However, author Robin 
Hathaway Rafaelidys brings the adven-
ture of travelwith her new book, PAH-
MEH (Let's Go!): A Travel Story Told By 
Alexandra (now available through 
lstBooks). Told through the eyes of 
Rafaelidys' 10-year-old daughter, called 
Alexandra in the book, it recounts their 
trip to Greece, the location of the 2004 
Summer Olympics (Athens). 

"Pah-meh" in Greek means "Let's go," 
and is a staple of the Greek vernacular. 
In the book, the author details the trip 
she, Alexandra, and a neighbor student 
took to Greece. From the opening of the 
book when Alexandra is coerced into 
cooperating with their boy travel com-
panion to the ill-advised motorbike trip 
on rutted, dirt roads, this humorous 
book teaches readers about Greek cul-
ture in a fun, interesting way. 

The three travel to relatives' homes 
in both the city and country, they take 
sight-seeing trips to ancient tombs and 
waterfalls, and they celebrate the two-
day holiday of "Pah-shcah," or Easter. 
Several relaxing days on the Greek is-
lands with short but intense adventures 
on these isolated isles round off their 
trip, and "Por-to-kahlah-dhes" (orange 
sodas) and "tah-vli" (backgammon) 
games make it a vacation to remember. 

A perfect blend of detailed descrip-
tions of landscapes and culture and the 
wit and insight of a 10-year-old traveler 
make this book ideal for young readers. 
With explanations about Greek pronun-
ciation, a glossary of Greek words and 
an entertaining, educational story, read-
ers can learn, dream of traveling and 
exclaim, "Pahmeh!" 

Rafaelidys is a teacher who first trav-
eled to Greece in 1979. She has traveled 
to the Mediterranean country a dozen 
times since, meeting her husband in 
Crete in 1981. They have two children, 
Telemachus Andreas and Stella Turner 
Ruth, dubbed Alexandra in the book. 
Stella, who is the illustrator of the book, 
attends Riverside University High School. 

ABOUT 1STBOOKS 
The oldest and most successful print-

on-demand and eBook publishing corn- 

visit us at 
www.estiator.com  
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RUSSIA: FROM PETER THE GREAT 
TO VLADIMIR PUTIN 

Russia is at a crossroads, with President Vladimir Putin 
moving to strengthen his control and take the country 

in a new (pro-western?) direction 

By ATHANASSIOS PAPANDROPOULOS 

Athens - Several important develop-
ments have come out of Moscow in re-
cent days: YukosSibneft executives, 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebe-
dev are both in jail in Moscow pending 
further investigation for alleged crimes. 
The Russian general prosecutor's office, 
on October 30 seized 44% of Yukos 
shares belonging to Khodorkovsky and 
Lebedev via their offshore firms. Al. 
Voloshin, head of the presidential admin-
istration, has lost his post. Defense Min-
ister, Sergei Ivanov, has said that Rus-
sia and the USA are neither friends nor 
enemies, criticizing Washington for its 
stance on Chechen rebels. 

These incidents shed light on the 
major behind-the-scenes preparations 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and his 
associates are carrying out in order to 
once again dramatically change Russia 
and its position in the world. Putin says 
law-enforcement is acting on its own. But 
few believe him. After all, the same ritual 
of dramatic arrests, lengthy questionings 
and televised office searches has played 
out with previous out-of-favor oligarchs. 

No one denies that Khodorkovsky 
made himself a tempting target. As word 
of his arrest flashed through Moscow, 
Kremlinologists offered two explanations 
for the takedown. One holds that top 
law-enforcement officers are squeezing 
Yukos in hopes of grabbing a stake in its 
revenues. Another focuses on Khodor-
kovsky's political activities -unabashedly 
funding liberal opposition parties in the 
run-up to December's parliamentary 
elections and the presidential ballot in 
March. Putin, the thinking goes, is ex-
acting his revenge and teaching other 
oligarchs a lesson. "It is very personal", 
says political analyst Andrei Piontkovsky. 

Everyone knows that Putin inherited 
a weak Russia from President Boris 
Yeltsin in 2000, and the country has con-
tinued on a downward spiral. Putin did 
not want to preside over a slowly disin-
tegrating, dying nation; he wanted to 
become the strong President of a strong  

country. He knew that he could not work 
with the old gang of politicians and oli-
garchs with whom Yeltsin associated and 
threw drinking parties, but he could not 
purge them quickly for fear of being iso-
lated and crushed. On the surface, Putin 
appeared to be working with Yeltsin's 
cronies, while in reality he was gradu-
ally replacing them with loyalists who he 
believed shared his dreams of reviving 
Russia. 

Many of Putin's associates, like the 
President himself, began their careers 
in the KGB, but his circle also includes 
a number of St. Petersburg liberals 
from intellectual and entrepreneurial 
circles. A majority of Yeltsin's associ-
ates, now known as oligarchs, came 
from the Soviet era and state elite; oth-
ers were part of the shadow economy. 
However, it is not their KGB past that 
makes Putin's people so different from 
other members of the post-Soviet elite. 
Several high-ranking KGB generals 
served Yeltsin and some of them still 
serve the oligarchs; former Soviet 
Georgia KGB head, Eduard 
Shevardnadze, is now the President of 
Georgia, and former USSR KGB head, 
Heidar Aliyev, just handed over his 
presidency in Azerbaijan to his son. 

The real difference between Putin's 
circle and those who remain from 
Yeltsin's days in office is that the 
former are nation-minded, or state-
minded, whereas the latter for the most 
part are not. One who is nation-minded 
puts his or her nation and its well be-
ing first and foremost. In the US, many 
take for granted that President George 
W. Bush and other officials care for the 
country; this has not been the case in 
Russia, where a majority of officials 
have shown a regard for their own 
pocketbooks and the interests of oli-
garchs they serve -who also are a 
source of money- above all else. 

Putin decided to change this, but he 
wisely opted for a gradual shift, which 
will help to protect his presidency from  

his powerful enemies. Until now, he has 
had to agree to continue with the diarchy 
system introduced under Yeltsin. The 
Russian diarchy comprised a joint rule 
between the formal top power (the Presi-
dent) and the oligarchs, whose real 
power over Russia rivals and sometimes 
exceeds that of the President. Putin has 
moved in the past to revive Russia, but 
powerful oligarchs and government of-
ficials aligned with them did not care 
about the country, often plundering its 
riches. A conflict was inevitable. To win, 
Putin has chosen to temporarily ally with 
the Yeltsin Family -the group of oligarchs 
and politicians that is collectively the most 
powerful in Russia- in order to attack 
oligarchs. The first in Putin's sights are 
the ones he feels have plundered Rus-
sia in the most seriously and betrayed 
its national interests. 

According to several specialists of the 
Russian affairs, the post-communism 
oligarchy has posed an ongoing threat 
to Putin and his control of Russia. The 
President held the political reins, sup-
ported by the intelligence and military 
communities. The oligarchs controlled 
the economy. That meant that any of 
Putin's desired economic reforms or pro-
grams would have to pass oligarchic 
muster. It also meant that Putin's hold 
on power needed their approval -put-
ting Putin in a difficult position. 

However, the oligarchs' position was 
never really secure. Their economic 
power depended upon their political 
power. Their money could buy lots of 
political power, but in the end they also 
survived by the sufferance of the mili-
tary-intelligence complex -comprising 
people who certainly could be bribed. 
The question was: Would they stay 
bribed? If not, and they decided to move 
against the oligarchs, then all the money 
in the world would not save them. This 
was compound by the fact that most oli-
garchs were Jewish. This means that the 
interests of the military-intelligence com-
munity intersected with Russian nation- 
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alist sentiment that considered the ex-
periment in capitalism a disaster. In this 
view, the experiment not only lowered 
the living conditions of the masses out-
side of Moscow and St. Petersburg, but 
also transferred control of the economy 
to Jews -regarded as an alien, cosmo-
politan group with uncertain loyalties. The 
oligarchs issue must be read against the 
reality of ethnic tension. 

Therefore, as we stated in several 
forecasts, a showdown between the two 
factions was inevitable, meaning that 
Putin, who tried to keep a foot in each 
camp, would need to decide at some 
point. The early returns -and they are 
very early, indeed- indicate that Putin 
has decided and is moving against the 
oligarchs. He is trying to break their eco-
nomic control and thereby secure his 
political power. Putin has a successful 
example to follow: the 18th century re-
forms of Peter the Great, whose portrait 
hangs in his office. Peter gave Westerns 
command positions in the new Russian 
regular armed forces and economy. 
Those with a hand in the economy en-
joyed major concessions in several im-
portant economic fields, yet Peter man-
aged to tread a careful path and did not 
subject Russia to foreign power. Also, 
he crushed the boyars, the oligarchs of 
his days. As a result, Peter revived and 
expanded Russia enormously, introduc-
ing it into the geopolitical dynamic of the 
time. Putin hopes to repeat the perfor-
mance. 

In order to do that, however, he must 
transform Russia not only internally but 
also in the area of foreign relations. Al-
though he has chosen to follow a West-
ern path, Putin still wants Russia to be a 
truly independent power. He sees a 
chance for the country to balance care-
fully between the US and its geopolitical 
rivals, Europe and China. By welcoming 
US investment and some degree of in-
fluence into the state's economy, Putin 
is trying to form closer relations with 
Washington, but on more equal footing 
that the Bush administration seems to 
favor. Putin wants to make sure Russia 
is able to act separately from Washing-
ton if it does not treat Russia as a re-
spected ally. 

Putin's vision for Russia, especially in 
foreign relations, has evolved somewhat 
since 2000. The plan outlined above is 
where he stands now. His agenda is not 
cut in stone and some changes are pos-
sible, but a strategic course is clear: 
reaching toward the strong westernized 
Russia with an independent policy. The 
US has won Iraq but, in the process, it 
has weakened its position in Europe and 
Asia. And Putin is rushing to fill the stra-
tegic vacuum. And in this case, although  

the idea of a strategic triangle between 
Russia, China and India was first dis-
missed, it must now be taken more se-
riously. Russia, China and India are 
home to a lot of the world' s population. 
Better yet, any consensus they can es-
tablish between each other might be 
easy to subscribe to for most nations on 
earth. 

Here Putin's cultivation of Germany 
and France enters into the equation. 
Shunned as the presently are by the Bush 
administration, they also will look for 
other options and Putin is clearly willing 
to encourage further cooperation. The 
strategic benefits of this outreach on his 
part are self-evident. For all the talk from 
Washington of "New" versus "Old Europe", 
it is difficult to conceive of a united Eu-
rope without Germany and France. More-
over, by appearing less belligerent that 
President Bush, Putin undercuts the 
threatening image of Russia among the 
youth of "New" and "Old" Europe. 

In short, the Bush administration her-
alds its military triumph in Iraq and tells  

the world to get the message. But the 
message that it is getting may not be 
the one the administration wants. There 
are many more doubts about the US in 
the world today, less about its military 
power than about the nation's benevo-
lence and intentions. In the process, the 
US administration has weakened its po-
sition in Eurasia. And President Putin in 
Moscow -located in the heart of Eurasia-
is in the perfect position to foster the 
creation of a multi-polar world. 

"Pivoting west, he has improving re-
lations with Germany and France, the 
biggest powers on the European conti-
nent. Pivoting east, he is consolidating 
relations with China and India, the big-
gest powers on the Asian continent. It is 
a remarkable performance, especially 
considering the short time he has been 
in office and the poor situation he inher-
ited. There is no doubt that Mr. Putin's 
global strategic efforts deserve more 
attention than they are receiving", ar-
gues analyst Stanley Koher, of The 
Globalist. 
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THE AEGEAN QUARTET 
Excerpts From A Book By Nick Poulos 

SYNOPSIS 

This first novel by a career journalist 
is about a troubled Greek-American's 
intriguing odyssey in the Aegean world. 
And although the story is about a spiri-
tual quest by a troubled man, the au-
thor has woven a colorful, uplifting tale 
with a rich background of history and 
mythology. 

"The Aegean Quartet" tells the adven-
turous story of an American's search 
through the mystical Aegean islands that 
culminates in Mount Athos, the remote, 
secluded monastic republic sometimes 
called the "Shangri-La of Greece." 

Wonderful anecdotes abound in "The 
Aegean Quartet." Among them is the sto-
ry of the 'farmer who drew the criticism 
of his village neighbors for overburden-
ing his donkey with firewood he had gath-
ered. Stung by their criticism, the farmer 
unloaded the firewood from his donkey 
and strapped it-onto his own back. Then 
he mounted the donkey'and headed ho-
me, pleased he'd done right by his don-
key and his neighbors. 

The story begins with Alexander Mar-
kos who seeks to try to resolve ques-
tions plaguing him about life and his re-
ligion. Markos embraces Henry Miller's 
assertion in his "Colossus of Marussi" that 
Greece is critically important to every 
man seeking to find himself, and that 
the country is still the "fountainhead of 
wisdom and inspiration." 

Markos focuses his search in the Ae-
gean where the islanders are more open 
in sharing their thoughts about life. 

Markos first travels to Aegina where 
he meets Theoni, an uninhibited disciple 
of the pagan god Dionysus. But after a 
tumultuous affair, Markos goes on to Hy-
dra before he moves on to the Cyclades. 

In Paros, Markos is enticed by Argos, 

Mr. Poulos is a native of Chicago where 
he began a career as a journalist after a 
wartime service in the US Navy. A gradu-
ate of the University of Illinois, he got 
his first reporting job at the City News 
Bureau of Chicago. He later worked as 
a reported at the Chicago Tribune where 
he became a business editor and col-
umnist. When he moved to Atlanta, GA, 
he worked as a columnist/editor for the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution. Poulos lives 
in Chicago with his wife Georgia.  

a sea captain, into meeting Aspasia as a 
potential bride. At a comical "look-see" 
dinner, Markos fights off the attempt to 
make a match, and he flees to Naxos. 
There, he comes under the hedonistic 
influence of his cousin Stathis. 

After traveling to the islands of Tinos, 
known as the Lourdes of Greece, and 
Patmos, where St. John the Theologian 
received the Revelation from God, he 
moves on to Chios. There, he meets 
Efrosini, the blind artist daughter of a 
fisherman who lives in the seaside vil-
lage of Daskalopetra where Homer re-
cited his epic poems. 

Later, when Markos makes known his 
intention to go to Mount Athos, a Chian 
priest arranges for him to meet with a 
mysterious monk there named Deme-
trios. At the subsequent meeting in 
Athos, the learned Demetrios helps Mar-
kos weave a web of philosophy of life, 
death, and salvation by melding ele-
ments of faith, reason, and intuition. 

But a catalyst is needed — the fourth 
element in the quartet of factors. Deme-
trios persuades Markos to make the ar-
duous climb to the crest of the 6,670-
foot holy mountain to experience the 
fusion of these elements. At the peak of 
Mount Athos, Markos finally experiences 
the mystical enlightenment he so craved. 

CHAPTER 16 
I walked back to the guesthouse in-

tensely excited by the thought I might 
be close to realizing a successful conclu-
sion to my quest. I was convinced Fa-
ther Demetrios had positioned me on the 
right path to follow, with the 6,670-foot-
high summit of Mount Athos my final 
destination. 

I was so consumed by my thoughts I 
scarcely realized I had arrived at the 
door of the guesthouse, where Father 
Athanasios was talking with a couple of 
new visitors. The guestmaster greeted 
me, then introduced me to the two young 
men who had just arrived on foot from 
the monastery of Great Lavra. Both 
young men, English of Greek ancestry, 
looked exhausted by their long trek. 

"It took an awful lot of walking to get 
here," said one wearily. "We were con-
cerned we might lose our way. But we 
made it. We didn't meet anybody else 
along the way." 

"Come inside and have some water 

and a "/oucoumrsaid Father Athanasios. 
"Then I'll get you something to eat." 

As we filed into the kitchen, Father 
Athanasios nudged my side with his el-
bow and said with a smile: "I'll wager 
your brains are as tired as the feet of 
these two fellows." 

While the Englishmen quenched their 
thirst, the guestmaster quickly prepared 
for them a salad and some beans along 
with a plate of olives and cheese. When 
they had finished eating, the monk showed 
them to their beds in the dormitory. 

"They are probably asleep by now," 
said Father Athanasios when he returned 
to the kitchen. "I'll make us some cof-
fee and you can tell me how your visit 
with Father Demetrios went this after-
noon." 

Sitting across from each other at the 
table, I related to the monk the gist of 
my final talk with Father Demetrios. 

"He's right, of course," said Father 
Athanasios when I had finished. "You 
should go to the top of the holy moun-
tain. I will introduce you to Petros, who 
can take you all the way up to the top. 
He is an excellent guide and has done it 
many times. It can be acomplished in 
one day from Kaysokalyvia. Petros, who 
also is of Greek blood, and two of his 
friends came from Albania with their 
donkeys and mules a few years ago and 
started working here in Kaysokalyvia. 
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- 
Nick Poulos, Poulos, author of "The Aegean Quartet" with the donkey he rode all the way to 
the tip of the 6,670 foot-high Mount Athos, where the monks built a small chapel. 

They transport visitors along the south-
ern part of Mount Athos between Aghia 
Anna and the Great Lavra, and they haul 
freight with their mules from the boat 
landing below to our settlement. Come, 
let us go find Petros and you can make 
your arrangement with him." 

Father Athanasios led me to a small 
enclosure near the church compound 
where we found the guides tending to 
their animals. He introduced me to 
Petros, a tall, wiry man who appeared 
to be in his thirties. After the customary 
haggling, we agreed on a price for his 
services and arranged to leave the next 
morning for the holy mountain. Back at 
the guesthouse, I decided to go to bed 
early, recognizing what a gruelling jour-
ney lay ahead of me the next day, even 
though Petros assured me I'd be riding 
a donkey all the way. The next morning 
after breakfast and Father Athanasios' 
blessing for a safe journey, I walked over 
to the enclosure where Petros and his  

partners were readying their animals. 
"You really don't need more than one 

guide, but my partners are going with 
us on the chance we meet some pilgrims 
along the way who would rather ride a 
donkey or a mule than walk," Petros 
explained. 

'That's all right as long as you don't 
give them my donkey to ride," I said. "I 
wouldn't want you to have to carry me 
on your back." 

"No, the donkey is yours for the en-
tire journey," Petros said with a laugh. 
"I am going to have you ride this par-
ticular donkey because while she is the 
smallest and slowest of our animals, she 
is the surest of foot and has the best 
disposition. The footing is going to get 
very treacherous as we approach the 
top of the mountain, and I wouldn't want 
to lose you before I got paid." 

"No wonder you gave me the best don-
key to ride," I said to the grinning guide. 

Petros helped me up to sit astride the  

donkey, and guided my feet into looped 
rope stirrups. The saddle felt secure 
enough, and I held on to the front wooden 
bar of the saddle while Petros tied a rope 
from my donkey's bridle to the saddle 
of the mule he was going to ride ahead 
of me. 

"You don't have to do anything but 
hold on," Petros admonished me. "But 
just in case your donkey balks, dig your 
heels into her sides and bit her on the 
rump with this switch." 

"I thought you said this donkey had a 
good disposition," I protested. 

"She does, for a donkey," said Petros 
as the other two guides laughed at my 
sudden discomfort. 

Finally, we started out, with the guides 
riding sidesaddle and carrying switches 
to move their animals along if their com-
mands were not heeded. 

NICK POULOS 
Petros led the way while his two part-

ners followed behind me and my don-
key. Keresia, a small settlement, was 
our immediate destination, and the path 
was steep and tortuous in places. The 
turns became more numerous and 
lighter as we moved ever higher in a 
switchback pattern. At certain points, a 
fall over the side with the donkey could 
have serious consequences for both 
rider and animal. But my donkey, true 
to her owner's assurances, picked her 
way carefully over the path and didn't 
balk once. Finally, we arrived at Keresia, 
which consisted of nine kellia, or habi-
tats. We stopped for a half hour's rest, 
and the guides watered the animals be-
fore we resumed our journey. We pro-
ceeded without incident through a beau-
tiful, eerily silent patch of woods and 
eventually reached the Chapel of Pan-
aghia, built about 4,500 feet above sea 
level on the holy mountain. 

The chapel proved to be more of a 
way station than a place of worship for 
those seeking to scale the summit of 
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Mount Athos. There was no monk in at-
tendance there and the building offered 
only the bare floor for those who chose 
to spend the night before going on. 
Petros turned the animals loose to graze 
on the small, surrounding bit of ground 
and produced four cans of sardines and 
a loaf of bread he had brought with him 
from Kaysokalyvia. After we finished 
eating, Petros said only he and I would 
proceed to the summit. 

"There's no point in all of us going," 
he explained. "The others will stay be-
hind here at the chapel because they 
can't really help us reach the summit. 
They'll simply wait for our return. Be-
sides, they can come up and help us, 
"just in case." 

"Just in case of what?" I asked sharply. 
"Well, mishaps do happen some-

times," Petros said with a half-crooked 
smile. 

"So they can come up for what's left 
of us, eh? That's comforting to know." 

"Virtually everybody makes it to the 
peak on foot from here because most 
everyone says donkeys can't get up such 
a steep, stony path with a rider," said 
Petros. "But we will because you will be 
riding a very sure-footed donkey all the 
way to the top, and I will be leading the 
animal on foot every step of the way. 
Now if you were a younger, leaner fel-
low like me, I'd suggest we both go up 
on foot, but...." 

I was about to protest and with a show 
of bravado insist on walking up with him, 
but one look at the unnervingly steep 
way that led to the top of the mountain 
convinced me I'd be wiser to simply ig-
nore the slight. 

"Come, it's time to go," said Petros 
as he helped me mount my donkey. 

The first leg of the path to the peak 
was not especially difficult, but as we 
got closer to the forbidding summit, the 
path narrowed and eventually disap-
peared Like a mountain goat, Petros 
picked his way along the slope, follow-
ing what was to me an invisible path, 
moving back and forth but always higher 
toward the peak. Occasionally, my don-
key would slip on the loose stones un-
derfoot, but would quickly recover her 
footing. Nevertheless, I imagined falling 
over with the donkey and rolling down 
the side of the mountain bereft of any 
trees or underbrush that might break our 
descent. 

"Don't worry," said Petros sensing my 
growing apprehension. "That's why don-
keys have four feet, so they won't fall." 

When I wasn't stricken by a bout of 
fear, I couldn't help but marvel at Petros' 
stamina. He seemed tireless as he led 
the way up, as sure-footed on his two 
legs as the donkey was on four. Petros  

didn't even stop to rest, and I congratu-
lated myself for having the sense not to 
volunteer to walk up with him, for I re-
alized I could never have kept pace with 
him. As we approached the crest of the 
mountain, my fear escalated to a state 
of near-panic. Exhausted by the climb 
with her burden, my donkey began to 
balk despite the cajoling of Petros and 
his pulling on the short rope to get her 
moving again. I gripped the saddle bar 
so tighly my hands became numb. I fi-
nally suggested to Petros that it might 
be better if I dismounted and made my 
way to the summit even if I had to do it 
on all fours, like my donkey. But Petros 
wouldn't hear of it. He seemed commit-
ted to hauling me on the back of the 
struggling animal all the way to the top 
no matter what, probably because he 

feared I might otherwise collapse from 
the exertion. 

At this point, I was inspired to recite 
the Jesus prayer, with a slight amend-
ment: "Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
have mercy upon me, a terrified sinner." 
Finally, just after noon, we reached the 
summit where I dismounted at the foot 
of a large iron cross rising from a rocky 
section of the tiny plateau crowned by 
the chapel. The date 1897 was engraved 
on the horizontal bar of the cross which 
was held in place by stays to keep it 
from being blown over by storms. 

"You see, we made it," said Petros as 
he petted the donkey. "What did I tell 
you about her?" 

"A great animal," I agreed. 
It was only then that I could bring 

myself to look down below again along 
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the way we had ascended. I could 
hardly believe we had negotiated such 
a tortuous climb with me on the back of 
the donkey, and I fought off a new surge 
of panic as I wondered how I would fare 
in the hazardous descent. But for now, 
we were at the summit, standing there 
in weary triumph, with nothing but the 
sun and pale blue sky above and white 
clouds floating around us just under the 
peak of Mount Athos. The view from the 
peak was stunning, with the Aegean sea 
surrounding the peninsula below us. 

I uncapped the canteen of water I 
had brought with me and was about to 
take a drink when I realized Petros had 
brought no water with him. The man's 
not only part goat, but also part camel, 
I thought, as I offered the canteen to 
him. 

"Let's go inside the chapel," said 
Petros when we finished drinking the 
water. 

Physically and perhaps spiritually, the 
Chapel of Transfiguration has to be the 
closest to heaven of such places of wor-
ship in all of Greece. The chapel was 
about 25 feet in width and 40 feet in 
length with a sloping roof to shed the 
rains of the warmer seasons and keep 
the snows of winter from piling up. We 
opened the unlocked door of the chapel 
to the sight of a number of icons placed 
between the curtained entrance to the 
altar. A comparitively large chandelier 
hung from the ceiling, dominating the 
room which was furnished with prayer 
stalls set against the side walls of the 
chapel. Petros and I paid obeisance be-
fore the altar and the icons, and after a 
while, we left the chapel. 

"You have to wonder how the monks 
managed to bring all the materials to 
build the chapel and furnishings all the 
way up the mountain," I said. 

"With great difficulty, patience, and 
with holy dedication," Petros replied. 
"Think of how many trips the monks had 
to make to the summit to complete their 
task. But for them, it was a labor of 
love for God. Time meant nothing to 
them in accomplishing their mission." 

Our donkey, which Petros had teth-
ered nearby, watched us emerge from 
the chapel. Obviously grateful for the 
resting period, the donkey stood si-
lently, moving only her head and swish-
ing her tail occasionally. Only the wind 
broke the silence of the place. 

"Each time I come to the top of Mount 
Athos, it is different," said Petros. "It 
always feels different, and I don't know 
why. It is very strange. Anyway, you 
can see it is not very clear today. But 
look, over on this side, you can spot 
about a dozen monasteries below us in 
the distance. On a clear day, they say  

you can make out Mount Olympus to 
the west. Now over here to the north, 
you can see the island of Thassos. And 
over there to the south, you can make 
out Limnos...." 

"I've also heard it said that on a very 
clear day, one can see the plains of 
Troy," I interrupted "Did you know, 
Petros, that Agamemnon, one of the 
Greek heroes of the Trojan war, is said 
to have signalled his impending return 
to his wife in Mycenae by the use of a 
dozen signal beacons, one of which was 
right here on the top of Mount Athos?" 

"No, I didn't." 
"Well, I don't think the king would 

have been so thoughtful if he had any 
inkling his wife and her lover were plot-
ting to murder him when he returned." 

"Really," Petros replied, stroking his 
chin thoughfully. "I don't think I'll let my 
wife know when I'm coming home." 

"Exactly where is your home in Al-
bania?" 

"In a small village near Tirana. We 
have three small children, but it is very 
difficult to earn enough money to sup-
port a family there. That is why we came 
to Greece." 

Petros pointed to a rock slab near 
the entrance of the chapel and said he 
was going to nap before we started down 
the mountain. He curled up on the rock 
and was soon asleep, his cap pulled over 
his eyes. 

I was grateful for the opportunity to 
be alone with my thoughts, and now I 
was the only conscious human being on 
the summit of the mountain. I felt my-
self coming under the spell of this mys-
tical place, and I began to understand 
why Father Demetrios had urged me to 
come here. Gradually, I realized I was 
undergoing the most profound experi-
ence of my life. I felt suspended in time 
between the earth and dark blue sea 
below and the pale blue sky above. I 
recalled the lament of the poet 
Odysseus Elytis: "Dear God, how much 
blue do you squander that we may not 
behold you?" 

I perceived I was undergoing a mys-
tical experience. I was crossing the 
bounds of my earthly knowledge into a 
spiritual realm of perception in which I 
felt God's presence atop the holy moun-
tain. For just a moment, I questioned 
whether this new awareness might be 
self-induced. But no, the force was too 
strong, too overwhelming, too perme-
ating. 

I believed I was being offered a glim-
pse of infinite eternity. The intuitive en-
lightenment that Father Demetrios spoke 
of illuminated my mind, heart, and soul. 
It was religious epiphany. I knew. I 
knew. 
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Being British in Greece 
ATHENS.- After reading several in-

tensely revealing back pages of ELT News 
on how to be Greek in the UK, I realised 
I had no publication to guide me on how 
to be, think and feel British in Greece. 
This was worrying. Extremely worrying. 
Especially as being half Greek I was in 
danger of becoming a totally decompart-
mentalised schizophrenic and forgetting, 
or mixing up, where the other half of my 
roots lay. The secret of maintaining a 
healthy mongrel existence is being ei-
ther totally Greek or totally British when-
ever it suits you, with the option of mix -
like a good cocktail - still available if mood 
demands it. Thus, compartmentalising 
one's current psyche is an absolute pre-
requisite to becoming a successfully in-
tegrated schizo. Always know who you 
are and who you aren't. Then, when you 
are who you aren't - which is great fun 
and highly illuminating - at least you, if 
nobody else - know it! 

Possibly other mixed nationalities have 
the same problem, American-Greeks, 
Canadian-Greeks, Australian-Greeks, 
French-Greeks, German-Greeks or even 
Turkish-Greeks (who would undoubtedly 
suffer extreme mental anguish if not fully 
compartmentalised). 

But I am straying. The point I was 
trying to make was that there is no pub-
lication to guide me on being a success-
ful Brit in a Hellenic environment, par-
ticularly since all the extant media con-
stantly extol the virtues of being Greek. 
One is so constantly reminded of Hel-
lenic superiority that it requires deep 
conscious effort to remind yourself that 
you may not be totally and genetically 
perfect, but you would like to remem-
ber that part of you that harks back to a 
more primitive, but yet perhaps more 
relaxing, existence. 

First, rediscover how to drink tea. Tea 
first thing in the morning, then at 
midmorning; another cup after lunch and 
a pot in the late afternoon. Unlike cof-
fee, tea does not get you hyper or inter-
fere with the beer that is the traditional 
mainstay of British liquidity. Taken with-
out milk and a little lemon, it even has 
the same colour. 

Next, re-learn the delights of bacon, 
sausage and eggs for breakfast with 
fried wadges of black pudding (dried 
pig's blood sausage) on the side. A con-
cession to Greek superiority might be 
serving the baked beans on toasted 
souvlaki pita . This calorific and sustain- 

By Andrew Leech 

ing meal on a hot day is bound to have 
you sweating puddles in minutes and 
save the cost of a Turkish bath! Like a 
hot vindaloo curry, it will also enable you 
to disregard the outside heat as a mere 
petty annoyance. 

Learn to dress properly. A bowler hat 
in July is far superior to the current fad 
of peaked baseball caps and will add 
style and panache to your appearance; 
an effect only completed by carrying a 
carefully rolled umbrella. The secret of 
the "brolly," as all primitive Brits know, 
lies in the fact that it should be carefully 
folded, but never opened. Thus, it is al-
ways ready for its true role, that of hail-
ing a taxi. 

Stopping a Greek taxi is sometimes 
a little harder than in Britain, but with 
practise one becomes proficient. Stand 
in the road, raise the brolly and say 
"What, ho," in a slightly raised voice. If 
the taxi driver is non-Greek and seems 
to ignore you, quickly reverse the um-
brella and catch him round the neck with 
the crook. This will slow him enough for 
you to repeat the utterance and appeal 
to the driver's better nature. Be sure, 
though, to admonish him for his 
unhellenic behaviour and explain pa-
tiently what a true Greek driver would 
have done. 

Though you may see cars zooming 
across pedestrian crossings and people  

flying in all directions to avoid being hit 
(an advanced mental concept that is 
both environmentally friendly and health 
conscious in using less fuel and giving 
pedestrian muscles some vigorous ex-
ercise), insist on being British. Put your 
foot on the zebra crossing and wait, and 
wait and wait. If you can't wait long 
enough, whistle "Rule Britannia," and, 
confident in the mantle of protection it 
offers, walk slowly and steadily across. 
Local drivers will admire you for your 
quaint fortitude and shout encourage-
ment, or hoot. Some may even accord 
you the national honour of extending an 
arm out of the window, fingers splayed 
widely - "noble visitor, I salute you." But 
your pursed lips, busy whistling, should 
prevent you from acknowledging this 
adulation and breed an inner modesty. 

Lunch is a repast when it includes 
cunning delicacies like Bubble and 
Squeak, Toad in the Hole or Kedgeree, 
while a traditionally prepared Welsh Rab-
bit (for the purists, Rarebit is 19th cen-
tury, Rabbit is 14th) beats all that fast 
food into a cocked hat! And a good 
Boodles Orange Fool or Edinburgh Fog, 
for afters, will remind you poignantly of 
that suppressed Britishness lurking 
within. For those hailing from Scotland 
we could add Pikelets, Skirlie or a mouth 
watering Haggis (Scottish Kokoretsi?). 

But the true secret of maintaining a 
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British frame of mind is to remember 
one's historical past. No quite so far back 
as Greece's, of course, but just the past 
500 years will make you feel as a proud 
as a local whose DNA test has proved a 
direct link to Pericles. The ultimate in 
dizzy inner pride, of course, would be a 
DNA link to Thucydides and Milton, but 
the danger is it might show Efialtes and 
Jack the Ripper! No, play safe and stick 
within the last half millenium. If nothing 
else, one's history is easier to read from 
leather-bound books rather than stone 
tablets. Keep a stiff upper lip and re-
member that Victoria had said "Brits are 
to be served." This is especially worth 
remembering in a UK bar at "last drinks, 
please," or a Greek restaurant at clos-
ing time (is there one?). 

Don't get bogged down in trivial dis-
cussions of football. There is no point in 
trying to defend the honour of Manches-
ter United, Arsenal or Chelsea. We all 
know, deep down, that Panathenaicos 
and Olympiakos have been, or should 
have been, top of all leagues and when-
ever they weren't it was the result of a 
carefully engineered foreign plot. In-
stead, focus on the delights of rugby:  

the manliness of the scrum, the chorus 
from the changing room ("she was only 
a 	") and the satisfaction of the bar. To 
the best of my knowledge the Ancients 
never had egg-shaped balls unless they 
beheaded a philosopher! 

Take pride in the saying "only mad 
dogs and Englishmen walk in the noon-
day sun," and point out that it is less 
than a century that the sun never set on 
the British Empire, therefore it was al-
ways noon wherever you went. Point out 
that though Alexander conquered the 
known world, he bequeathed it to later 
British guardianship! He was wise enough 
to realise that the Greek Public Sector 
were having enough trouble administer-
ing home territories without taking on 
further responsibilities. 

Note that our former loyal colonists, 
the USA, grateful for being granted their 
liberty by General Cornwallis (in ex-
change for Mel Gibson finally returning 
his dogs), continued to use English and 
did not adopt Greek in honour of the first 
democracy. However, Greek immigrants 
may not have taken this lying down and 
the fact that in 1943 an American wrote: 
"London is the only place where a US  

citizen can die of hunger through not 
being able to make himself understood 
in a commonly shared language," must 
have something to do with it. 

So take pride in your Britishness. Do 
not let Ancient History despair you. Re-
member that Brits were born to lead, 
and demonstrate it daily with their dogs 
in the park; that Druids designed the 
Pyramids after having made the jour-
ney in Cornish coracles, and the only 
reason South America never joined the 
Empire was the fact they failed the en-
try test of cooking a perfect plate of fish 
and chips! 

Modern Times 
Never before has man had such ca-
pacity to control his own environ-
ment, to end thirst and hunger, to 
conquer poverty and disease, to ban-
ish illiteracy and massive human mis-
ery. We have the power to make this 
the best generation of mankind in the 
history of the world or to make it the 
last. 

JOHN F. KENNEDY, speech 1963 
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L to R: Athena Gregory, 
Douris and Assemblyman 

Nick Gregory, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Evangeline 
Michael Gianaris. 

HANAC Honored 
Television Professionals 

At its 31st Annual Dinner Dance 

L to R: HANAC HONOREES: Nicole Petallides, Segment 
Producer, Bloomberg TV; Andrea Stassou, Anchor, World 
News Now, ABC-TV; Alexis Christoforous, Market Watch, CBS-
TV; John Marshall, Meteorologist, NBC-TV; Karen Mehiel, 
HANAC Gala Chairman; Nick Gregory, Meteorologist, FOX- 

TV; John Bolaris, Meteorologist, CBS-TV Doric Klissas, 
Producer for TODAY Show, NBC-TV. Honoree not pictured is 
Thalia Assuras, National Correspondent, CBS-TV who was 
on assignment. 

HANAC, the Hellenic American 
Neighborhood Action Committee, 
honored eight young Greek Americans 
who have achieved prominence in 
television and who are exceptional role 
models for our youth at its 31st annual 
Dinner Dance Gala. They were Thalia 
Assuras, National Correspondent, CBS-
TV; John Bolaris, Meteorologist, CBS-
TV; Alexis Christoforous, Market Watch, 
CBS-TV; Nick Gregory, Meteorologist, 
FOX-TV; Doric Klissas, Producer for 
TODAY Show, NBC-TV; John Marshall, 
Meteorologist, NBC-TV; Nicole Petal-
lides, Segment Producer, Bloomberg TV; 
and Andrea Stassou, Anchor, World 
News Now, ABC-TV. 

Karen Mehiel served as Gala Chair-
man and helped to coordinate the Gala 
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Committees consisting of Artemis V. 
Saridakis, Journal Chairman, Litsa 
Douris, Billy Karabatos, Stephanos 
Kazantzis, Sophia Marinakis, Journal 
Co-Chairs, Angela Giannopoulos, 
Creative Design Co-Chair, Tammy 
Laspalakis, Ticket & Reservation 
Chairman, Janet Karahalis, Angela 
Kazantzis , Georgette Loziou, Demetria 
Tsagaris, Ticket & Reservation Co-
Chairs, Christine Laspalakis, Entertain-
ment & Gift Bag Chairman, Alyssa 
Karahalis, Entertainment & Gift Bag Co-
Chair. 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg took the 
time from his busy schedule to 
personally congratulate our honorees 
and address the guests at the dinner. 
Other public officials in attendance were 
NYS Assemblymen Michael Gianaris and 
Matthew Mirones, Manhattan Borough 
President C. Virginia Fields and NYC 
Councilman Peter Vallone, Jr. 

More than 350 people attended the 
Gala, enjoying the entertainment and 
dancing to the wonderful music of Alpha. 

L to R: Haeda Mihaltses, Director, Mayor's Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, 
Honorees Doric Klissas, Andrea Stassou, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Honoree Alexis 
Christoforous, Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia Fields, Honoree Nicole 
Petallides, Evangeline Douris, Chairman of HANAC and Alexander G. Anagnos, 
HANAC's President. 

Assist for Church Musicians 
by the Academy of Orthodox Choir 

Abbottstown, PA-The leadership of the 
Academy of Orthodox Choir Studies, Inc. 
announces the organization's official 
formation and its immediate availability 
to assist local church musicians in their 
quest for excellence. Incorporated under 
the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, The Academy officially begins 
its activities with five stated purposes: 

1) To promote the professional 
development and continuing education 
of church musicians. 

2) To provide a program of educa-
tional opportunities for all persons 
seeking information relevant to Orthodox 
choirs and interrelated aspects. 

3) To explore the intrinsic relation-
ship that exists between The Church's 
aural and visual imagery. 

4) To encourage a dialogue among 
Orthodox Christians concerning the role 
of choirs. 

5) To organize select choirs for 
recording and performance projects 
designed to promote Orthodox liturgical 
music and celebrate its inherent beauty. 

Within these broad operational 
parameters, The Academy offers a 
tailored, practical and hands-on 
approach to perfecting choral tech-
niques, while emphasizing the contextual 
role of choirs in worship. We seek to 
meet the individual parish choir where it 
is, musically and linguistically. The 

Academy does not advocate the use of 
any particular language and does not 
endorse one musical setting over 
another. Instead, by focusing on the 
challenges presented in music actually 
used each and every week in a particular 
local parish setting, the faculty seeks to 
enable the local church choir to achieve 
its maximum potential-musically and 
spiritually. We hope to be a resource for 
priests and choir directors who want to 
see their choirs attain a new level of 
commitment and musical excellence. 

Since perfecting choral techniques in 
Orthodox Church music requires 
sensitivity to the pervasive role of 
imagery - visual and aural - in Orthodox 
worship, this aspect is of paramount 
concern to The Academy. 

The academic credentials and 
experience of The Academy's faculty 
underscore this primary focus. 

John McKay, M.M., is president and 
founder of The Academy. He served as 
director of music at Sts. Constantine and 
Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral of 
Virginia (Richmond) from 1974-1976 and 
from 1987-1997. More recently, he 
served as choir director at St. Paul's 
Greek Orthodox Church in Savannah, 
Georgia. 

Gretchen McKay, Ph.D., is a board 
member and faculty member for The 
Academy. Dr. McKay is Assistant Profes- 

sor of Art History at McDaniel College in 
Westminster, Maryland and is a specialist 
in Byzantine Art. 

John Yiannias, Ph.D., is a Byzantirust 
and Professor Emeritus of Art History at 
the University of Virginia. He is a faculty 
member and Vice President of The 
Academy. 

All three of The Academy's faculty 
members were recently featured in a 
Church Music Institute at Sts 
Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral of Virginia (Richmond), 
sponsored by the Eastern Federation of 
Greek Orthodox Choirs and Musicians 
and the National Forum of Greek 
Orthodox Musicians. Each of the three 
gave lectures under the broad heading 
of The Language of Orthodox Worship. 
In his talk entitled The Multi-Faceted 
Image, Dr. Yiannias gave a broad 
conceptual introduction to the whole idea 
of imagery—its Scriptural and patristic 
basis and its salvational role in Orthodox 
life. Dr. McKay, in a lecture entitled Visual 
Imagery and Space as Liturgical 
Language, discussed how the placement 
of images, structural arrangements and 
architectural space affect the liturgical 
experience. John McKay introduced 
some of his own English arrangements 
as he demonstrated challenges of 
English Diction in several sessions 
entitled English as Liturgical Language. 
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ANCIENT GREEK REVIVALS 
Return of the Hellenic Movement 

By MATTHEW BRUNWASSER in Trichoro, Greece 

IN THE shadow of Mount Olympus the 
toga-clad worshippers sway to the beat-
ing of a drum as the bearded man lead-
ing the ceremony throws a pinch of grain 
into a torch, then circles his hand above 
the flames. 

While the group, dressed in yellow, 
red and blue robes, may appear to be 
taking part in some bewildering histori-
cal re-enactment, they are members a 
growing pagan movement dedicated to 
resurrecting the religion and way of life 
of ancient Greece. 

The pagans have gathered in a mea-
dow near the sacred mountain where 
their ancestors believed the gods lived 
and held court to perform a naming cer-
emony for a nine-month-old boy, Niko- 

foros Xanthopoulos. 
The bearded man officiating, Tryphon 

Olympios, 58, from Skliva in southern 
Greece, was a philosophy professor at 
Stockholm University for 25 years. 

"May he be worthy of being Greek" 
Olympios calls out. 

"Worthy," the crowd roars in response. 
Leaders of the "return of the Hellenes" 

movement say they have 2,000 "hard-
core" practicing followers, about 5,000 
who travel to Mount Olympus, 100km 
southwest of the city of Thessaloniki in 
northern Greece, for the annual celebra-
tion, and 100,000 "sympathizers" who 
support their ideas. 

The colorful Hellenes are viewed with 
interest by many in Greek society but  

largely ridiculed by the media. Yet their 
unsuccessful efforts to be recognized as 
an "official" Greek religion highlight 
Greece's intolerance of the expression 
of non-Christian religions. 

Olympios - now his legal name - is 
one of the founders of the revival. He 
first attracted national media attention 
when he publicly married his wife in an 
ancient ceremony in 1987. 

"We want to take the world view, con-
cepts, ideas, religion and values of the 
ancient Greeks, the founders of west-
ern civilization, and adapt them to to-
day," Olympios explained. "The Greek 
way is to establish a scientific society. 
Christianity today is hostile to science." 

The Hellenes have dozens of websites 
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and books on ancient history, culture and 
ideas. Ancient Greek language courses 
and unofficial associations are popping 
up throughout the country. They also 
hold ancient ceremonies for weddings 
and funerals, although only the rites of 
Greek Orthodox Christian clergy are le-
gally recognized. 

"We think of Carl Sagan as a Greek, 
and all the people in the world who love 
knowledge and don't hate others," said 
Giannis Psomiadis, 48, a medical doctor 
at the naming ceremony. "We wouldn't 
have Socrates or Plato without polythe-
ism." 

One of the group's followers is Corne-
lia Buschbeck. The 32-year-old from 
Chemnitz, in the former East Germany, 
was wearing a white T-shirt showing a 
picture of a bust of Zeus. 

She started teaching herself Greek 
at 15, and later obtained university de-
grees in Greek and archeology. She mov-
ed to Thessaloniki eight years ago. 

"It's a religion from here," said 
Buschbeck, placing a hand on her heart, 
"rather than here," pointing to her head. 

Buschbeck explained that Hellenes do 
not worship the pantheon of 12 gods as 
deities. Rather, each god represents a 
natural phenomena or human value. 

The movement appeals to many dif-
ferent tastes: for some it provides an 
intellectually satisfying philosophy, for 
others an antidote to the Greek Church's 
political power, New Age reverence for 

Crisis 
These are the times that try men's 

souls. The summer soldier and the 
sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, 
shrink from the service of their coun-
try; but he that stands it now, de-
serves the love and thanks of man 
and woman. 
THOMAS PAINE "The American Crisis" 

the ancient or something exotic for the 
curiosity-seeker. 

However, the movement has also at-
tracted a small number of more sinister 
followers; right-wing nationalists who 
believe their anti-Semitic views are re-
flected in its rejection of the Judeo-Chris-
tian religion. 

Meanwhile, the Hellenes are viewed 
with disdain by the Greek Orthodox 
Church. 

About 200 yards from the meadow 
where the naming ceremony was being 
held, a small crowd filed out of a stone 
Christian church, following a baptism. 
When the priest was asked for comment, 
he responded with hostility: "I have only 
one word to say about them: idolaters." 

The Hellenes still mourn the end of 
their civilization in the 4th Century AD, 
when Christians representing the new 
official religion of the Roman Empire 
began destroying their temples, statues 
and libraries."The Greek Orthodox Chris-
tian Church is still at the scene of the 
crime," said Vlassis Rassias, a human 
resources manager at a bank, who 
writes books about ancient Greek his-
tory. The 44-year-old is indignant that 
the Greek Orthodox Church today builds 
new churches at every site where an 
ancient temple is uncovered. 

One group of Hellenes, led by Pana-
ghiotis Marinis, from the Committee for 
the Recognition of the Greek Religion 
Dodecatheon, applied two years ago for 
the movement to be officially recognized. 
The Greek government has still to make 
a decision on the application and, with-
out official recognition; the group can-
not build temples, have an office, or hold 
public ceremonies. 

"We are the only religion in the world 
not allowed to visit our sacred sites," said 
Marinis. He intends to take his case to 
the European Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg if the Greek government does 
not act. 

According to the US State Depart-
ment's 2002 human rights report on 
Greece: "Laws restrictive of freedom of 
speech remained in force, and some le-
gal restrictions and administrative ob-
stacles on freedom of religion persisted." 

Making Greek society more tolerant 
will not be easy. According to official fig-
ures, 98% of Greeks are Greek Ortho-
dox Christians. And Hellenes report oc-
casional harassment. During one cer-
emony at a lake near Mount Olympus, 
Buschbeck recalls, the local Greek Or-
thodox Christian Bishop and some 
monks led a group of 100 people to the 
other side of the lake to oppose them. 
The Bishop shouted at them through a 
megaphone, and played cloister music 
through a PA system to drown out their 
ceremony. 

"The Bishop said they would have to 
throw a cross in the lake to cleanse it of 
us," Buschbeck said. When the Hellenes 
complained to police, they were told it 
would be better that they leave, rather 
than have a stand-off with the Bishop. 

At the Greek Ministry of National Edu-
cation and Religious Affairs, Konstantinos 
Kontogiannis, general director of the 
religion directorate, claimed recognition 
of the movement was being considered 
"at the highest levels". But he added: 

"We might love Manchester United, but 
we can't say it's a religion." 

- Gomez: "Tish, how long has it been 
since we waltzed?" 

- Morticia: "Oh, Gomez. Hours." 

Criticism and Critics 

To be a critic, you have to have 
maybe three percent education, five 
percent intelligence, two percent style, 
and ninety percent gall and egomania in 
equal parts. 

JUDITH CRIST, quoted in John 
Robert Colombos, Popcorn in Paradise 
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New Program 
at the 

Athenagoras Institute 
Berkeley, CA - The Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox 

Institute and the Graduate Theological Union will offer a 
Master of Arts in Orthodox Christian Studies. This is the 
first accredited graduate program in Orthodox Christian 
theology in the United States not offered by an Orthodox 
seminary. It is also the first program of its kind west of 
Penn-sylvania. Applications for enrollment in September 
2004 are now being accepted by the GTU. 

According to Dr. Anton Vrame, Director of the PAOI, "The 
MA program provides an opportunity for men and women 
to study Orthodox theology at the GTU in a scholarly and 
systematic manner in order to pursue additional graduate 
studies, to serve the community in a lay capacity, or to 
explore the possibility of entering ordained ministry. Many 
of the courses were already being taught, so we merely 
reorganized them and placed them under the umbrella of 
this degree program. We are very pleased that the GTU 
accepted our proposal to create the program. This was a 
dream of the Institute's founders and now that dream is 
becoming a reality." 

The program is a traditional two-year Master of Arts 
program, requiring four-teen courses, a language 
requirement, and a thesis. Faculty members from the 
Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute will offer courses 
and serve as advisors to students in the program. 

The program will also take advantage of the rich areas 
of instruction at the member schools of the Graduate 
Theological Union and the University of California, Berkeley. 

The Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute was founded 
as a pan-Orthodox center at the Graduate Theological Union. 
Ecclesiastically, the Institute is under the jurisdiction of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. Courses in 
Orthodox theology are taught through the Alexander G. 
Spanos Chair in Eastern Orthodox Studies of the GTU. Dr. 
John Klentos, a specialist in Orthodox liturgy teaches through 
the chair. Additional faculty teaching in the M.A. program will 
be Dr. Anton Vrame, a specialist in theology and education, 
and Paul Manolis, in Greek and modern Church history. The 
Institute will also be offering additional courses in Orthodox 
studies through adjunct faculty. For example, John Thomas, 
a specialist in Byzantine Studies will offer a course on the 
Byzantine Church. "Our hope," according to Dr. Vrame, "is 
that this program will be so successful that we will be able to 
hire an additional full-time faculty member fairly quickly. 
Ideally, we would like to see the creation of an endowed 
chair at the Institute itself." 

The Graduate Theological Union is an ecumenical and 
interfaith consortium of nine independent seminaries and 
ten affiliated centers based in Berkeley, California. About 
the creation of the program, Rev. Dr. Arthur Holder, Dean 
of the Graduate Theological Union stated, "I am delighted 
that the Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute and the 
Graduate Theological Union will co-operate to offer an MA 
in Orthodox Christian Studies. 
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THE DECEMBER EVENTS 
The Communist Attempt To Take Over 

The Country, December 1944 
By CHRISTOPHER MONTAGUE WOODHOUSE 

From the book "The Struggle for Greece 1941-1949" 

PART 2 

ALTHOUGH some preparations were made for the use of 
force, they remained essentially defensive. On 28 November 
Siantos sent out a general order to 'be ready to repulse any 
dangers'; and similar orders were repeated on the following 
two days. No attempt was made to prevent officers and men 
of the Gendarmerie passing through territory controlled by 
ELAS on their way to Athens. Saraphis described a state of 
confusion on his arrival at ELAS GHQ on 29 November, until 
the Central Committee of ELAS was reconstituted. Even then 
plans had to be improvised, because ELAS had been actually 
preparing to demobilise.51 At the same time there were one 
or two more ominous signs.52 On 30 November Mandakas (a 
member of ELAS Central Committee) ordered supplies of 
explosives, mines and automatic weapons to be sent to the 
Division nearest Athens. On 1 December a Communist who 
visited two of the KKE offices in Athens, including the Party 
HQ, found both of them stripped and evacuated. When he 
asked the only man he could find where everyone had gone, 
the only reply he could get was 'underground' (stin 
paranomia). These episodes took place while the EAM 
Ministers were still members of Papandreou's Government. 

It was becoming hard to argue that the measures taken 
by the KKE were merely precautionary. They had taken no 
decision, and made no specific plan, but they were daily 
giving the impression of both. There comes a point when 
precautions tend to provoke the very actions against which 
they are intended as a safeguard. That point had now been 
reached in Athens, and unfortunately it had been reached 
on both sides. On 1 December Scobie issued a proclamation 
declaring the intention of the British authorities to protect 
the Greek people and its government 'against any attempt 
at a coup d'etat or act of violence which is unconstitutional'. 
On the same day, which was the date fixed for the dissolution 
of the EP, Papandreou invited his colleagues to sign an order 
to that effect, stating that he would treat it as an issue of 
confidence.53 All the EAM Ministers except Sarigiannis refused 
to sign, and resigned collectively at midnight. Svolos and 
Tsirimokos decided that Papandreou was to blame for 
provoking the crisis.54 At this point it is impossible to judge 
who was provoking whom; but if intentions are measured by 
the efficacy of the preparations made by either side to 
impose its will by force on the other, neither had any firm 
intention because neither made any adequate preparations. 

But neither side would believe this of the other. One of 
Papandreou's Ministers later advanced, as proof of long 
preparation by the KKE, 'the speed and efficiency of the 
operation' in Decennber.55 Macmillan and Leeper also believed 
that there had been a deliberate planning, beginning at the  

latest in the last week of November.56 British officers shared 
this view, especially those who had access to intercepted 
wireless traffic. On the other side, a member of the Central 
Committee of the KKE advanced, as proof of Scobie's 
aggressive intentions, his concentration of 'tremendous 
forces' in Athens, including Indians and 'dwarfs from 
Uganda'.57 It is true that more than half the British forces 
finally deployed in Greece, including an Indian brigade, were 
there before the end of November. As evidence of 
Papandreou's determination to provoke a civil war, the same 
Communist cited the failure to harass the German retreat, 
the refusal to demobilise the Mountain Brigade, the 
concentration of the Gendarmerie in Athens from all over 
Greece, and the retention in camps of the Security Battalions. 
All these accusations were beside the point. Scobie had no 
operational plans, as was plain from the dispersal of his forces, 
including an RAF Headquarters at Kiphissia, on the outskirts 
of Athens, almost without means of defending itself. Nor had 
the KKE any operational plans, apart from the inflamed 
intentions of a few hotheads. The first orders which Saraphis 
received from Siantos on 2 December seemed to him 
confused, exasperating, and an affront to his professional 
competence.58 

The prospect slightly improved from Saraphis's point of 
view when the Central Committee of ELAS resumed its 
responsibilities on the same day. Even then Siantos was still 
the dominant figure, and the only experienced soldier with 
him, General Mandakas, had held no command for nearly 
ten years. The first order received from the Central 
Committee of ELAS informed Saraphis that ELAS GHQ would 
be subordinate to it; the second informed him that Zervas 
was expected to transfer his forces to Athens and asked 
ELAS GHQ to take 'the necessary measures'.59 Zervas was 
naturally a welcome target for ELAS GHQ (which meant 
primarily Aris Veloukhiotis and Saraphis), but the forecast of 
Zervas's intention was wide of the mark. He had returned to 
Epirus on 1 December, travelling to Preveza on a British 
corvette. His departure was reported on 2 December by 
Rizospastis (which had not mentioned that of Saraphis two 
days earlier) under a vindictive but inconspicuous headline: 
'The Fifth Column'. The brief report said that Zervas 'declared 
that he was going to Ioannina to carry out the orders of the 
government'. Taken with other movements reported in the 
same paragraph (including that of Tsigantes to the Aegean 
islands), the implication was that the intention was aggressive 
against EAM. But it would have been impossible for Zervas 
to move his forces to Athens without logistic support from 
the British on a large scale. The notion that Scobie would 

Greek-American Review—January 2004 23 



have been willing to provide such resources, even if he had 
them available, illustrated the incomprehension prevailing 
between EAM and the British. 

Saraphis added, no doubt correctly so far as his own 
responsibility was concerned, that up to the receipt of 
Siantos's instructions on 2 December, 'not a single ELAS unit 
had been transferred and no step had been taken which 
could be construed as preparation for an offensive'.6o On z 
December, apart from various other dispositions, he recorded 
that 'we had given orders for certain movements in the 
direction of Epirus'.6i A more aggressive gloss is put on these 
orders by the purported text of a second telegram from 
Siantos, expressly ordering Saraphis to attack Zervas with 
three divisions as soon as his preparations were complete. 
62 That is in fact what Saraphis did, though it took almost 
three weeks to complete the preparations. But the authenticity 
of the latter telegram is doubtful; and in any case Saraphis 
needed no urging against Zervas. He was in fact more 
aggressively minded than Siantos at the time. On the same 
day that Siantos's first orders arrived, Saraphis sought 
permission to attack 'all British forces scattered over the 
whole.  of Greece, so that 'they would not be used against 
our men on the Athens front, but to his disappointment he 
was instructed `to do nothing more than follow the movements 
of the British.63 

As Saraphis's request implied, he took it for granted that 
ELAS would have to fight the British in Athens as well as the 
Greek authorities. He offered to allow any ELA5 officers who 
could not face that prospect to withdraw, but none did 50.64 

Siantos, on the other hand, was making no such assumption. 
He still spoke of the British as 'our allies'. Orestis, 
commanding the ELAS Division nearest to Athens, issued 
orders on 2 December that his troops should 'avoid 
provocation and try to persuade the British to stay out of the 
conflict'.65 As late as 17 December, according to Zakhariadis's 
accusations in 1950 Siantos committed the blunder of 
allowing a British regiment to enter Athens unopposed.66 In 
order not to become involved in a battle with the British, if it 
were avoidable, Siantos decided that the Central Committee 
of ELAS should control operations in Athens and northwards 
to a line from Thebes through Domokos to Khalkis, leaving 
the firebrands of ELAS GHQ to deal with the less troublesome 
and sensitive problems of eliminating Zervas, Tsaous Andon 
and any remaining independent Greek forces in the northern 
provinces.67 The implication was clear: cooler heads were 
needed to deal with the diplomatic conundrums likely to arise 
in Athens. 

EAM showed few signs of having decided what to do next 
after withdrawing from the Government. On 2 December an 
emergency meeting of the Central Committee was held, after 
which a General Strike was proclaimed for 4 December and 
a demonstration at 11:00 a.m. on the preceding day (a 
Sunday). There was little that the Government could do about 
a strike, given the total control which EAM exercised over 
the General Confederation of Workers. But it could forbid a 
demonstration. Unfortunately, Papandreou chose the worst 
possible course. On the morning of 2 December, when EAM 
asked permission for the demonstration in Constitution 
Square, he allowed his depleted Council of Ministers to agree 
because, as he later wrote, 'it was not yet known whether 
the KKE would resort to revolutionary action immediately'; 
but later in the day, when he realised that the demonstration 
was to be followed by a General Strike, a refusal of the Civil 
Guard to hand in its weapons, and the reformation of the 
Central Committee of ELAS, permission for the 
demonstration was withdrawn.68 Another account gives the 
additional reason that Leeper was due to address a meeting 
at the same time as the demonstration in a building near the 
Square. 69 

The EAM leaders claimed that it was too late by then to 
cancel the demonstration, and they made no attempt to do 
so. On the contrary, Rizospastis on 3 December carried as 
headlines: 'Everyone today at 11:00 a.m. to EAM 
Demonstration in Constitution Square! Down with the 
Government of Civil War! Forward to Government of REAL 
National Unity!' By way of contrast, it may be noted that on 2 
December, Rizospastis had been able to include at very short 
notice a stop-press announcement of the resignation of the 
EAM Ministers, so the plea of insufficient time was scarcely 
tenable. It is also notable that Rizospastis was the only 
newspaper in Athens which did not carry the news on 3 
December that the demonstration had been banned: 
Elevtheria, for example, had it in a front-page headline. 

Since the demonstration had been forbidden, the police 
were posted at the entrance to Constitution Square on the 
morning of 3 December to prevent a crowd assembling. They 
were armed, though fortunately most of them only had blank 
ammunition. Among the demonstrators, according to the 
youthful Mikis Theodorakis, 'bearing arms was strictly 
forbidden'; though he qualified that recollection by adding 
that 'only a few dozen cadres, charged with keeping order, 
had been authorised on this point, in order to avoid all 
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provocation'.7o In such circumstances shooting was inevitable, 
as the KKE must have foreseen. When the shooting began at 
about 10:45 a.m., it was impossible to say for certain who 
fired first. Papandreou later said that the demonstrators were 
armed and 'attacked' first (though he did not say 'fired'); but 
an Assistant Military Attache at the American Embassy 
thought they were not armed.71 The British Ambassador, who 
watched one group of demonstrators marching past his 
house, thought that he heard light automatics and hand-
grenades when they were out of sight, but before they reached 
the Square; the American Ambassador thought he heard 
'bombs' further up the same street, but he was not sure; 
and the Greek Government's subsequent enquiry reported 
that 'the first shots were fired by armed demonstrators, who 
were also supplied with hand-grenades'.72 Colonel Evert, the 
Chief of Police, put it on record several years later (in 1958) 
that he had personally decided to break up the demonstration 
by force, with Papandreou's consent, but only after one of 
his men had been killed by a hand-grenade.73 Many 
journalists, who were also eye-witnesses, gave many other 
accounts, mostly hostile to the police. It is at least certain 
that all the casualties from fire-arms were civilians in the 
crowd, though some policemen were lynched in the aftermath. 

The Square was cleared in the early afternoon by a 
company of British troops without the use of force. The 
number of civilian dead has been estimated as low as seven 
and as high as twenty-eight, and the total casualties from 
about a dozen up to over a hundred.74 Clearly the police lost 
control of the situation; whether the KKE either had or lost 
control is harder to say. Experience since those days has 
shown how effectively a small number of determined men, 
tactically placed, can turn a peaceful crowd into a violent 
mob. That there was some degree of Communist guidance 
in the crowd is apparent both from Theodorakis's reference 
to 'a few dozen cadres', and from the most reliable American 
account, which emphasised that 'the crowd made a definite 
effort to distinguish between the American and British policy', 
by chanting 'Roosevelt, Roosevelt', and carrying 'vast 
numbers of American flags' as well as 'many Greek flags, a 
few Russian, but no British'. Since an Athenian crowd would 
hardly have made such distinctions spontaneously, the 
presence of a guiding hand seems clear. But the predominance 
of the American flag over the Russian perhaps also signifies 
that the intention was pacific; for the red flag alone would 
have been construed as aggressive, whereas the stars and 
stripes may have implied an appeal to the only acceptable 
mediator. MacVeagh took the point, and continued his efforts 
to induce his government to intervene.75 

After the affray of 3 December, the violence was slow to 
escalate, except against the police. It was alleged, quite 
untruthfully, that the police bred again into the crowd attending 
the funeral of the victims on 4 December.76 Attacks on police-
stations in Athens continued on q. and s December, causing 
a number of casualties. A brigade of ELAS, 2,000 strong, 
was moved into the capital from the Peloponnese during the 
night of 5-6 December. Attacks were extended to government 
buildings on 6 and 7 December, but care was still taken by 
ELAS to avoid clashes with British forces arid even with Greek 
troops of the Mountain Brigade. Reactions on the part of 
Scobie and his forces were also restrained, despite a strong 
directive from Churchill on 5 December charging Scobie with 
responsibility 'for maintaining order in Athens and for 
neutralising or destroying all EAM-ELAS bands approaching 
the city'. The directive contained the ominous words: 'Do not 
hesitate to act as if you were in a conquered city where a 
local rebellion is in progress.'77 Churchill also encouraged 
Scobie to be ready to use the Mountain Brigade if necessary. 

But Scobie did hesitate, as he had good reason to do. Although 
his troops were hemmed in by ELAS in different quarters of 
the city, at first no attempt was made to launch an attack on 
them, nor even for several days on the Mountain Brigade 
either.78 

Continuing exchanges between Scobie and ELAS 
accompanied the slow escalation of the battle. Both sides 
evidently wanted to avoid a collision, but each insisted on its 
own terms. On 4 December Scobie sent Saraphis an order 
to withdraw ELAS from the vicinity of Athens, but in reply 
Saraphis merely referred him to the Central Committee of 
ELAS. Two days later, and again on 9 December, the Central 
Committee complained formally to Scobie that his forces 
had fired on ELAS.79 On 7 and 8 December Scobie and 
Saraphis exchanged pained and argumentative telegrams, 
the latter still expressing the hope that 'as allies and friends, 
you will remain neutral'.8o The hope was not entirely 
groundless, for a number of indications during the first few 
days of the rebellion came to encourage EAM. First, there 
was an internal crisis in the Government, which caused 
Papandreou on 4 December to offer his resignation; but 
Churchill opposed it, and the King refused to accept it.81 
Secondly, the Americans made clear their neutrality, of which 
many petty indications exasperated the British.82 Stettinius, 
the Secretary of State, made two unhelpful statements on 3 
and 5 December; Admiral King ordered that American ships 
should not be used to supply the British forces in Athens; but 
it was noted that the American Embassy did not refuse to 
have its rations delivered by British troops. Only Hopkins 
and Forrestal, of the President's close associates, intervened 
to help Churchill. Finally, a bitter debate in the House of 
Commons on 8 December severely shook the British 
Government. 
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Still no open, general battle had been joined between the 
British and ELAS. An editorial in Rizospastis on 4 December 
complained that no one would have expected the British to 
intervene with tanks and armoured cars and arapudes 
(meaning Indian troops) armed with clubs and wearing British 
uniforms. In reality they had not fired a single shot, nor had 
any been fired against them. Outside Athens, the Central 
Committee of ELAS had ordered no more than that British 
units should be told that 'all movement was forbidden and 
that, should they make any attempt to move, they would be 
forcibly prevented'.83 Most of them had already been 
withdrawn to Volos, Patras, Athens or Salonika unmolested, 
though at the sacrifice of much of their equipment. In Epirus, 
where definite orders to eliminate EDES had been issued by 
the Central Committee to ELAS GHQ on 6 December, Zervas 
was forbidden by Scobie, through his British Liaison Officers, 
to take the initiative in attacking first.84 In Athens, while 
ELAS continued to attack Greek targets-police-stations, 
government buildings, the hastily formed National Guard, 
and eventually the Mountain Brigade itself - British troops 
were not yet subject to direct attack. On 8 December there 
were rumours of 'peace feelers' from ELAS, which Churchill 
ordered Scobie to reject if they offered 'anything less 
satisfactory than the terms agreed upon before the revolt 
took place'; but the rumours were fictitious.85 By 10 December 
ELAS was believed to be wearying of the conflict, though in 
fact the worst was still to come.86 

Armed clashes were thus limited for nearly two weeks to 
sporadic incidents.s7 On 4 and 5 December ELAS units moving 
towards Athens met British units on the road, but not a shot 
was fired between them. In some cases arms were 
surrendered by ELAS to the British. Saraphis moved ELAS 
GHQ out of Lamia to a near-by village in conformity with 
Siantos's orders to avoid a clash. On 5 December Scobie's 
troops occupied the HQ buildings of EAM and ELAS in Athens 
without force, since they had already been abandoned. British 
patrols cleared many areas of the city by day, but could not 
prevent ELAS units moving back into them at night, usually 
in civilian clothes. So far it was an almost silent, almost 
bloodless test of wills. Only on 7 December did ELAS for the 
first time fire deliberately on the Mountain Brigade, while 
still refraining from attack on the British troops.88 The first 
serious clash between ELAS and the British occurred on 12 
December, when a force in British battle-dress entered the 
HQ of the British Armoured Brigade and took over a hundred 
prisoners, before finally being driven out after twelve hours 
of fighting. The attack was not part of a general plan, nor 
was it followed up. Even five days later, Siantos allowed a 
British unit to enter Athens unmolested.89 

Fortuitous circumstances combined to increase the 
bitterness of the struggle. One of the earliest targets for 
ELAS was the Averoff prison, where a number of accused 
collaborators were held to await trial. The prisoners were 
deliberately released by the Greek and British authorities, 
to save them from being lynched. Others were captured and 
executed by OPLA. Many ex-collaborators of a lower grade, 
including former members of the Security Battalions, were 
recruited into the new National Guard, which was being hastily 
formed at the beginning of December. By the end of the 
month it numbered some nineteen thousand men organised 
in thirty-six battalions under the command of Tsakalotos.90 
They were undependable troops of low morale, and some of 
criminal reputation. 

Scobie prudently decided that in no circumstances should 
they be used to attack ELAS. They were confined to patrolling 
and guard-duties, but as such they were vulnerable to attack 
and to execution if captured. Next to the National Guard and  

the Gendarmerie, the principal targets of ELAS were the 
Khites, adherents of Colonel Grivas. Incidents between ELAS 
and the British continued to be sporadic and almost accidental, 
though increasingly serious after the middle of the month. 
There was particular resentment of the presence of non-
white troops, which was also criticised in the House of 
Commons.91 

How serious the predicament of the British troops in Athens 
had become was not appreciated at first, because ELAS was 
content to isolate them in different areas without launching 
direct attacks. On 11 December, however, Field-Marshal 
Alexander and Harold Macmillan arrived in Athens from Italy 
and formed a very grave assessment of the situation.92 
Alexander quickly reached two decisions: to send further 
reinforcements to Athens, and to replace Scobie and many 
of his staff. A myth has grown up in Greece that Scobie saved 
Athens in December 1944, but the truth is that he almost 
lost it: the city was saved by Alexander's new appointment, 
General John Hawkesworth. * (Hawkensworth died in 1946 
and his name is unknown in Greece). How seriously Scobie 
had lost control of the situation, and his state of pessimism, 
chiefly based on shortage of supplies, can be judged from 
the fact that he contemplated a plan to withdraw his troops 
to the port of Phaliron, which would have meant the complete 
surrender of Athens.93 There were other signs of defeatism 
among his staff, which justified Alexander's severe decision. 
Macmillan and Leeper, however, successfully argued to 
Alexander that the removal of Scobie would destroy Greek 
morale, since his name had become a symbol of British 
protection. It was therefore decided to leave him at his post, 
in order to conduct any further negotiations with ELAS, but 
to bring in Hawkesworth with a new staff to take command 
of the impending battle.94 

Reinforcements from Italy were successfully introduced 
between 13 and 16 December, at some risk because of the 
distance from Athens to the nearest available harbours and 
aerodromes. Hawkesworth, who arrived on 15 December, 
then had a force of some fifty thousand men at his disposal. 
Fortunately no clashes were to take place with ELAS 
anywhere outside Athens. The good sense of local 
commanders, both Greek and British (including Bakirdzis and 
Markos Vaphiadis in Salonika) prevented any additional 
catastrophe. Nor did the reinforcement of Athens represent 
in full a corresponding reduction of the forces available for 
operations against the Germans in Italy, for it proved possible 
to divert to Greece a division which was already on its way 
by sea from Italy to Egypt.95 (It was being conveyed in 
American landing craft, but Admiral King's ban was 
circumvented by substituting British crews for Americans and 
transferring the ships to the British flag.) The result of these 
reinforcements was, in Tsakalotos's words, that the tide 
turned against ELAS between 13 and 14 December; and ELAS 
officers also recognised the 13th as a critical day.96 In fact 
the Communist ex-Minister Porphyrogennis had visited Scobie 
secretly on 12 December to seek terms. The terms offered 
were exactly the same as at the beginning of the month. On 
16 December Porphyrogennis returned with a reply that they 
were unacceptable unless the Mountain Brigade were also 
withdrawn from Athens as well as ELAS, together with other 
conditions which Scobie rejected.97 

Only on 15 December for the first time did ELAS make a 
concerted attack on British units in Athens; only on 20 
December did it overrun the RAF HQ at Kiphissia; and the 
attack on Zervas in Epirus began only on the following day. 
The unexpectedly protracted delays in launching decisive 
operations were due partly to the time needed to complete 
preparations, which Siantos had underestimated, and which 
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Saraphis later adduced as evidence that there was no plan 
of attack prepared in advance. They were also partly due to 
the Communists' anxiety, not shared by Saraphis, to avoid a 
conflict with the British. But another conclusion which appears 
from the conjunction of facts in mid-December is that the 
Central Committee of ELAS overestimated the superiority of 
its own strength and thought that it still held the initiative. 
The failure to gain a decisive advantage from the initial 
surprise was fatal, as ELAS's officers admitted, especially 
because of the lack of reserves to support a prolonged 
struggle.98 

The battle of ELAS against the British was thus lost before 
it really began. By 18 December the main road from Athens 
to Piraeus had been cleared by British troops, and 'the enemy 
were gradually being pushed back'.99 On 2 December another 
approach was made by ELAS to Scobie, offering terms for a 
cease-fire, but again a number of concessions were demanded 
in return. The new offer was never formally rejected, because 
it was overtaken by political events of great importance. 
Churchill had become restive during December for a number 
of reasons, both military and political. Among the military 
reasons was a crisis in the war against Germany, for the 
German counter-attack in the Ardennes, beginning on 16 
December, had done great damage to allied plans, and even 
threatened Brussels and Antwerp; while in Italy the allied 
campaign was making no real progress. A disquieting 
appreciation came from Field-Marshal Alexander on 21 
December, that the most he could undertake with the 
available troops in Greece was to clear the area of Athens 
and Piraeus, but not to destroy ELAS throughout the 
country.ioo In other words, there was no military alternative 
to making terms of some kind with ELAS. To this unwelcome 
information Churchill had to add other considerations, not 
least the hostility of public opinion in Britain and the USA. 
There had been a second critical debate in the House of 
Commons on 20 December. American hostility was 
aggravated by a simultaneous crisis in allied relations over 
the composition of the Italian Government. 

At the centre of the hostility was the feeling that the trouble 
could have been averted if Churchill had not been so devoted 
to the King. This view was now shared not only by President 
Roosevelt's advisers, but also by Churchill's own colleagues, 
including Eden, Macmillan and Leeper.ioi From all quarters, 
beginning with Leeper on 20 December, came advice once 
more to establish a Regency under Archbishop Damaskinos. 
As successive voices joined the chorus, Churchill found by 
23 December that the only opponents of the idea were 
himself, the King and Field-Marshal Smuts. His own reluctance 
to accept the advice was based partly on the King's repeated 
refusal to agree, partly on his own suspicions of the 
Archbishop's motives, and partly on an objection from 
Papandreou that to appoint a Regent at this juncture would 
be interpreted as a sign of weakness. But when even 
Roosevelt, urged by MacVeagh and Stettinius, joined in 
supporting the proposal for a Regency, Churchill recognised 
that drastic action was required, and that only he could take 
it. On Christmas Eve, with dramatic suddenness, he decided 
to go to Athens himself with Eden. They arrived in the 
afternoon of 28 December, and were joined by Macmillan 
and Alexander from Italy. 

Churchill at once summoned a conference, which met on 
26-28 December, including all the chief personalities in Athens, 
among them the leaders of the KKE, EAM and ELAS (Siantos, 
Partsalidis and Mandakas). Allied representatives included 
the American Ambassador, the French Minister and Colonel 
Popov, in addition to all the principal British figures. Churchill 
addressed the first meeting, pointing out that the British  

presence in Greece had the support of both Roosevelt and 
Stalin. He and the other allies then withdrew, leaving the 
Greeks to settle their own problems. The Archbishop presided 
throughoutioz Although it was helpful that broken contacts 
had been resumed, no conclusions emerged from the 
conference. But Churchill, who left Athens on 28 December, 
was at last convinced of two things: that a Regency must be 
established, and that the Archbishop was, after all, 
acceptable. Back in London, he pressed the King once more 
to agree, supported by a personal telegram from Roosevelt 
on 28 December.1o3 His discussions with the King were painful 
and stormy, and in the last resort brutality.1o4 Under extreme 
coercion, the King finally appointed the Archbishop as Regent 
on 30 December, having refused to do so at least four times 
earlier in the month. On the following day, again with 
Churchill's agreement, the Regent accepted Papandreou's 
resignation, and on 3 January, after some hesitation, he 
entrusted the task of forming a new government to General 
Plastiras, who had arrived in Athens from France on 13 
December. 

None of these events materially affected the course of 
the fighting. Plastiras, who had been the titular head of EDES, 
was a fiercely antiCommunist republican. He would have liked 
to conduct a war of extermination against ELAS. But the 
matter rested in other hands. Hawkesworth was only ready 
for a limited but decisive offensive on 27 December, while 
the conference was still sitting under the Archbishop. The 
Central Committee of ELAS had prepared itself for the worst 
by ordering, on 24 December, the abduction of hostages. 
During the last few days of the year, as Hawkesworth 
gradually forced ELAS northwards out of Athens, many of 
the hostages were murdered, and others were taken on 
forced marches to the hills which caused hundreds more 
fatalities. The justification given for the atrocities was that 
the British held thousands of mutineers in the Middle East in 
concentration-camps. Saraphis could point out that from the 
moment the hostages 'reached GHQ's zone, not a life was 
lost', but his silence on the rest of the grim story only confirms 
what numerous eye-witnesses, photographers and other 
investigators established, and even Communists later 
admitted.ios 

On New Year's Day, while ELAS was conducting a stubborn 
retreat, the Communist Zevgos visited Scobie to discuss 
terms once more, but again Scobie insisted on the same 
terms as before, without qualifications. By this date Aris and 
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Saraphis had completed the defeat of Zervas's force, which 
was evacuated in Greek and British ships from Preveza to 
Corfu on the last day of 1944. Various accounts of the debacle 
of EDES have been published,Los both hostile and 
sympathetic, but all tend to obscure the simple point that 
one side was willing, and the other was not, to fight fellow-
countrymen. Three divisions of ELAS were thus released for 
operations elsewhere, but it was too late to transfer them to 
Athens, where they might have been decisive if they had not 
been preoccupied with Zervas throughout December. By 3 
January Hawkesworth was able to begin his advance from 
Athens, and two days later he could declare the whole area 
of Athens and Piraeus clear of the enemy. On 6 January 
Scobie withdrew the terms which he had previously offered, 
partly because of the abduction of hostages, and partly 
because the terms had required only the evacuation of Attica 
and the surrender of arms in Athens, both of which objects 
had been overtaken. On the following day the Mountain 
Brigade joined in the advance from the capital.o7 On 8 
January Saraphis, returning from his victory over Zervas, 
met the Central Committee of ELAS in Lamia and offered to 
take command of the operations against the British, but he 
was told it was too late. Three days later four representatives 
were sent to Scobie to accept his terms, and on 22 January 
an armistice was signed, to take effect at one minute after 
midnight on the night of 14-15 January.Lo8 

Much remained to be settled, amid continuing bitterness. 
The Greek authorities, particularly Plastiras and the Regent, 
resented Scobie's failure to insist on the immediate release 
of the Greek hostages held by ELAS. Scobie had given way 
on this point, on Leeper's advice, because otherwise it was 
feared that ELAS would again break off the negotiations; 
and in any case, 'what we now demanded and could not get, 
would soon follow'.109 Saraphis stated that the hostages were 
in fact all released immediately after the armistice, but if 
that were strictly true there would have been no need to 
refuse to include their release in the armistice agreement. 
Saraphis in turn was indignant that the British continued 
operations after the armistice was signed (though before it 
took effect) in the hope of capturing ELAS GHQ, which had 
withdrawn to the comparative safety of Trikkala.iio According 
to Leeper, the three-day interval between the signature and 
the cease-fire was really provided at the request of ELAS, in 
order to give time for all units to be notified. Such was the 
small change of distrust and confusion. 

A month passed before the cease-fire could be converted 
into a permanent settlement. During that time much of the 
foreign sympathy which EAM had enjoyed, particularly in 
Britain, was dissipated by revelations about the atrocities 
and abduction of hostages. The British Government included 
details of atrocities in a White Paper published on 31 
January.iii That might not have been decisive but for the 
almost accidental part played in the destruction of illusions 
by British trade-unionists. Their involvement, under the 
leadership of Sir Walter Citrine, General Secretary of the 
TUC, arose from the confusion into which the General 
Confederation of Greek Workers had fallen.n2 The 
appointment by the Communist Minister of Labour, 
Porphyrogennis, of a new Secretariat and Executive 
Committee, drawn entirely from EAM, was declared illegal 
by the new Minister of Labour in Plastiras's government on 3 
January, on the grounds that it had been made under a 
wartime decree of October 1942 which had never been 
promulgated. The appointments were therefore cancelled and 
replaced by Reformist nominees, whose appointment was in 
turn denounced by the Communists in EEAM. Inevitably the 
dispute was interlocked with the battle which was still raging 
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in Athens. 
On 20 January, just before the cease-fire was agreed, a 

new development occurred in the dispute. A group of 
seventeen trade-unionists visited the British Embassy to 
denounce the Communist control of EAM and to invite a 
mission from the TUC to Greece. The invitation was accepted, 
and Citrine arrived with four colleagues on 22 January. They 
stayed in Greece for twelve days, during which they met 
leaders of EAM in Levadia. Citrine succeeded in organising a 
round-table conference between the rival leaders. Agreement 
was reached on almost every point except the timing of fresh 
elections to the Executive. The TUC mission returned to 
London on 3 February, having agreed to send out a new 
mission under Citrine's deputy, Vincent Tewson, to supervise 
the elections. Citrine had done more, however, than trade-
union business. He had talked to British troops and 
investigated stories of atrocities. His report, What we Saw in 
Greece, was published by the TUC in London on 8 February. 
The evidence of atrocities which he had found increased the 
sense of anger against the KKE and opened the eyes of many 
left-wing sympathisers in Britain. His report hardened the 
attitude of those who had to negotiate the final terms with 
ELAS. 

This was one of a number of factors which adversely 
affected the Communists during the period of negotiation 
after the cease-fire. Another was the intransigence of both 
the Regent and Plastiras. The Regent held a press conference 
on 12 January, at which he criticised the abduction of 
hostages; Plastiras made it clear that he wanted a punitive 
expedition against ELAS rather than a peace conference.n3 
Still more troublesome to the KKE was the outcome of the 
Yalta Conference early in February, at which Churchill thanked 
Stalin for having refrained from interfering, and Stalin made 
it clear, apart from a few questions for information, that he 
had no interest in Greece. It was unrealistic, however, to 
talk of destroying ELAS by force, as Macmillan and Alexander 
had already recognised. The point was brought home to the 
Athenian public by the publication of a map in Elevtheria on 
16 January, which showed that ELAS still held three-quarters 
of Greece, including the whole of the north except Salonika 
and most of the Peloponnese except for the northern belt. In 
other words, as an ex-Communist later put it, 'the KKE had 
decisively lost the battle of Athens, but the national 
government . . . had not won the battle of Greece'. 114 The 
British authorities were in any case opposed to a hard line. 
Eden had been willing, even during December, to contemplate 
the inclusion of EAM representatives in the Government; 
Macmillan laid most of the blame on the stubbornness of the 
King; and both he and Leeper were resolved that the 'red 
terror' should not be followed by a 'white terror'." 115 

Negotiations in these circumstances were bound to be 
protracted, the advantages not being all one-sided. They 
began on 2 February in a villa at the sea-side resort of Varkiza, 
and lasted ten days. No complete first-hand account has been 
published: those by Leeper and Macmillan are only concerned 
with the closing stages.n6 The Government delegation was 
led by Plastiras's Foreign Minister, Sophianopoulos, a left- 
wing republican who had some sympathy with EAM. His 
statement of the Government's demands satisfied Leeper, 
who added: 'I need hardly say that he had gone through 
very carefully with us in advance the proposals he was going 
to make.'117 Siantos led the EAM delegation, accompanied 
by Partsalidis and Tsirimokos. Technical discussions on 
military questions took place simultaneously but separately. 
One question was the quantity of weapons to be surrendered; 
another was the release of prisoners, over which EAM was 
represented by Tzimas, who had returned from Belgrade to 



Trikkala and been sent on to Athens by Siantos.118 Two 
matters particularly preoccupied the EAM leaders: the terms 
of amnesty, and the inclusion of their own representatives in 
a new government. By tenacious argument they were able 
to gain the first point in part, but they were defeated on the 
second. 

ELAS did not regard itself as a beaten army suing for 
peace at any price. Its forces were largely intact, its GHQ 
was safely installed at Trikkala, and it still controlled most of 
the country. Nor had its leaders a guilty conscience: as 
Mandakas summed up their attitude a few years later, 'We 
could not do otherwise.' (In conversation with myself in June 
1950). The KKE's mastery of propaganda was unshaken. 
Rizospastis had continued to be produced in Athens until 24 
December, after which the editorial staff withdrew to Trikkala, 
where production was resumed in January.119 Karagiorgis's 
final editorial in Athens contained words which foreshadowed 
retreat but not defeat: 'Eternal thanks from the Nation to the 
heroic fighter, the unconquered Elasite!' Although both 
Plastiras and Scobie believed that if the cease-fire had been 
postponed a few days, a final victory could have been won, 
Alexander and Macmillan knew better. Macmillan had told 
Eden on 21 December that he was 'certain that there is a 
large amount of sympathy with EAM in Greece'.izo It was 
symptomatic of this feeling that although ELD officially broke 
away from EAM on 17 December, and condemned the folly 
of ELAS in fighting the British and taking hostages, 
nevertheless Tsirimokos agreed to join the EAM delegation 
at Varkiza.in When Macmillan and Leeper were invited to 
join the conference on the last day to help break a deadlock, 
their intervention was on the side of concession and 
compromise. 

The final terms signed at Varkiza on 12 February were 
not ungenerous to the defeated side.122 Several clauses were 
presented in a form which could be represented as meeting 
the express demands of EAM: for example, article 1 
guaranteeing the 'free expression of the political and social 
opinions of all citizens', and restoring 'trade union liberties'; 
article 2 on the raising of martial law; article 3 guaranteeing 
an amnesty; article 5 on the National Army, from which by 
implication members of ELAS were not to be excluded; 
articles 7 and 8 on the purging of the civil service and the 
security services. Article 9, proposing a plebiscite on the 
constitution and parliamentary elections, in that order, 'within 
the current year', was also welcome to EAM. Other clauses 
were more onerous to them, and embodied a public sense 
of bitterness against them. Article 4 required them to release 
all hostages, even those alleged to have collaborated with 
the enemy (who were to be tried by the state); and article 6 
required immediate demobilisation of all armed forces under 
the control of EAM, and the surrender to the state of all 
requisitioned supplies. The total of weapons agreed to be 
surrendered under this clause was 41,500 rifles, 2,015 
automatic weapons, 163 mortars, and 32 pieces of artillery. 
The totals actually surrendered were more than was agreed 
but much less than ELAS possessed.123 

Despite appearances, the agreement was no more than 
partially welcome to the Communists. It was judged on the 
Government side that they had two primary aims- to conceal 
as much equipment as possible and to protect their followers 
from punitive action.124 In the first aim they were thought by 
Leeper to have failed, since even if they did not surrender 
all their weapons, 'what they had concealed was discovered 
by the British troops after the agreement'. This view of the 
outcome was in essence endorsed by Karagiorgis when he 
wrote to Zakhariadis on 18 March 1948: 'It is unfortunate 
that the important decision of the leadership on hiding  

weapons was not technically accompanied by another 
decision, that those who hid them should leave the country.'125 
The leaders of the KKE were also blamed for achieving only 
partial success in their second aim, for the amnesty was 
effective only to protect themselves and not their rank and 
file. Article 3 provided that 'common-law crimes against life 
and property' should be excluded from the amnesty unless 
they were judged 'absolutely necessary' to the political aim 
for which they were committed; and it did not apply at all to 
crimes committed prior to 3 December 1944, the day of the 
rising. Article 2 also, although it ended martial law, continued 
the right of arrest without warrant throughout the country 
except in Athens, Piraeus and the suburbs (where the 
Government was thought to be sufficiently in control), until 
the demobilisation of ELAS was complete. 

From the point of view of the KKE, the best justification 
for the Varkiza Agreement was that advanced at the Sixth 
Plenum of the Central Committee in October 1949, that it 
was 'the indispensable manoeuvre for the reconstruction of 
the popular democratic forces'.126 But there was much heart-
searching before that conclusion was reached. When the 
Communist negotiators, led by Siantos, returned to ELAS 
GHQ at Trikkala after signing the agreement, they were coldly 
received. Aris Veloukhiotis led the faction which argued that 
'the war should continue'. He agreed, however, to join 
Saraphis in signing the final Order of the Day to ELAS on 16 
February. This order, which gave effect to the article on 
demobilisation, was repugnant to Aris, and he did not intend 
to honour his own signature.127 According to his biographer, 
his motive was loyalty to the party and a desire to avoid civil 
war within ELAS.128 Soon afterwards he left Trikkala for Lamia, 
called his friends together and declared that 'We have been 
betrayed!' Rhetorically he asked to whom the KKE belonged: 
`is it the personal affair of Siantos and Ioannidis?' Others 
were to ask similar questions later, but for the present Aris, 
like Trotsky before him, was ahead of his time. He wanted 
the 'third round' to begin at once, but the party line was that 
of Siantos. Ostensibly, at least, ELAS was to be stood down. 
But when the final Order of the Day was published in 
Rizospastis on 20 February, it bore no signature. 
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Penelope's Role in the Odyssey: 
Ideal Wife and Lover - A Female Odysseus 

By ALEX SISTI 

The Odyssey is generally interpreted as the story of 
Odysseus' journey through life and uses his struggle for life 
and survival as a metaphor for the struggle of all men. How-
ever, the epic also has a second, equally important, function. 
In it, Homer establishes a grand paradigm for all aspects of 
life. He shows how people should and should not live or act in 
terms of manners, friendship, love, courtship, society, gov-
ernment, religion, family, attitude, trust, and wisdom. The 
story presents examples of each of the ideals and their an-
tithesis. The most recognized of these is Odysseus; his trek 
home is the epitome of man's trek through life. However, 
there are more of these ideals, one of these being Penelope, 
the hero's great wife. Simply put, she is perfect. Unlike the 
other models, her role is special. 

Penelope functions as the ideal Homeric female. In this 
way, she is like her husband. However, in the Odyssey, most 
women fall into one of two categories in regards to their per-
sonalities and relationships with men: they were either loyal 
wives (Arete) or alluring seductresses (Calypso, Cerce). What 
makes Penelope special is that she possesses characteristics 
of both an ideal wife and an ideal lover. In Homer's society, 
the positions of wife and lover were often two different people. 
For example Aphrodite's husband is Haphestus whereas her 
lover is Aires. Therefore, Penelope is a special role model. 
Odysseus defines the model marriage (see below) as one 
where two minds and hearts become one, in a harmonious 
rapport. By this definition, Penelope and her husband have 
an ideal love. Although Odysseus is far from his wife, the two 
exhibit behavior, namely cunning, and suffering that is almost 
identical, showing the communion of their souls. Additionally, 
Penelope's fidelity throughout Odysseus' twenty year absence 
is legendary, no pun intended, and will earn her immortal 
fame. In fact, the two are in such a unified state, Penelope 
can be interpreted as a female Odysseus. 

As a seductress in Homer's world, it's necessary for a woman 
to be both physically attractive and manipulative enough to 
seduce a man to madness, like the nymphs or the Sirens 
(although they don't have the looks). Penelope's entrapment 
of her suitors despite constantly rejecting and spurning them 
shows that she has what it takes to steal a man's heart. And 
important distinction, though, between the queen and other 
seductresses is that Penelope does not do this consciously. 
Her unique personality is also emphasized by the use of foils, 
minor characters whose contrasting or similar traits are used 
to accentuate those of a major character. These include the 
two seductive nymphs, Cerce and Calypso, Arete, queen of 
the Phaecians, and the story of Clytemnestra and Agamemnon. 

After escaping Calypso's island, Ogygia, Odysseus lands 
on Phaecia and collapses from exhaustion. He is awakened 
by the sound of princess Nausica and her servants playing 
and then swaggers out of the brush to speak to them. All the 
women, with the exception of the princess, are frightened 
away at the sight of the dirty soldier. Odysseus then proceeds 
to beg Nausica for help and hospitality. In doing so he be-
stows upon her a prayer and some genuine Homeric wisdom: 

And may the gods give you all your heart desires: 
husband, and house, and lasting harmony too. 
No finer, greater gift in the world than that... 
when man and woman possess their home, two minds, 
two hearts that work as one. Despair to their enemies, 
a joy to all their friends. Their own best claim to glory. 

(6.198-200) 

This quotation essentially sums up the entire aim of Homer's 
society: owning a home with a spouse and living in harmony. 
Part of this paradigm is Odysseus' definition of true love. It is 
concise, clear, and consistent throughout the Odyssey. These 
terms of love are what define Penelope as the quintessential 
wife. Homer demonstrates the harmony between Odysseus 
and Penelope several ways. First, through shared character-
istics, namely cunning. Shrewdness or craftiness is key com-
ponent of the heroes in the Odyssey from Athena to 
Telemachus. All possess metis, which is Greek for shrewd-
ness. Odysseus and cunning are synonymous, there is no 
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mortal in all of Greek mythology as witty as he. "You are the 
best on earth,/ they say when it comes to mapping tactics./ 
No one, no mortal man, can touch you there' (23.140-41). 
Even Athena, goddess of ingenuity and wit, respects his intel-
lect: "You terrible man,/ foxy, ingenious, never tired of twists 
and tricks.../ Here among mortal men/ you're far the best at 
tactics, spinning yarns..." (13.331-37). As early as the first 
lines of the poem, he is called "the man of twists and turns" 
(1.1). Odysseus' legendary cunning exploits include the infa-
mous Trojan Horse, blinding Polyphemus with chicanery us-
ing the pseudonym Nobody ("Nobody's killing me now by 
fraud..." (9.455), and the climactic defeat of the suitors. He 
was so sly, in fact, that he was put in the eighth circle of hell 
in Dante's Inferno for his greatest fraud, the Trojan Horse. 

Although Odysseus is famous for his use of metis, Penelope 
is also cunning and wily herself. Beset by countless boorish 
suitors eating her out of house and home, she uses her wits 
and subterfuge to put off marrying one of them, keeping faithful 
to her house and husband. Early in the poem, when 
Telemachus calls the Acheans to assembly and begins to tell 
of the atrocities the suitors are committing in his house, 
Antinous, the leader of the suitor, puts the blame on Penelope: 

Think to pin the blame on us? You think again. 
It's not the suitors here who deserve the blame, 
it's your own dear mother, the matchless queen of cunning. 
Look here. For three years now, getting on to four, 
she's played it fast and loose with all our hearts, 
building each man's hopes- 
dangling promises, dropping hints to each- 
but all the while with something else in mind. 

(2.93-100) 

He then goes on to describe how for three years, the queen 
deceived her suitors by promising to marry after she had 
completed a burial shroud for Laertes (Odysseus' father). She 
would weave all day long, but at night, she'd unravel every-
thing. This tricked the suitors until one of the queen's women 
tipped them off. Antinous also describes Penelope in this situ-
ation as having "a fine mind/ and subtle wits too... Not one [of 
any other Greek queen in history] could equal Penelope for 
intrigue" (2.129-34). Her brilliant plot would have made 
Odysseus proud. Towards the end of the book, Penelope's 
shrewdness resurfaces. First, she tells the men that the day 
Odysseus left, he told her to keep watch over their property 
and family until Telemachus grew a beard, at which point 
she'd have to marry one of the suitors and leave her house. 
Penelope also expressed disgust towards the suitors' behav-
ior and told them that if they wished to wed her they'd need 
to present gifts, as was customary. Since the prince had just 
begun sporting a beard, this filled the men with passion and 
desire to win the queen's hand (the chivalrous way). How-
ever, Penelope's true desire was not to marry, but to get gifts 
from the suitors. "Odysseus glowed with joy to hear all this-
/ his wife's trickery luring gifts from her suitors now" (18.315-
16). Later, she delivers an ultimatum to the suitors: a contest, 
whoever can string Odysseus° bow and shoot it through a line 
of axes would be the queen's husband. However, the only 
mortal who could string the bow was Odysseus himself, thus 
another subterfuge. The final display of Penelope's cunning 
was her test to verify Odysseus was who he claimed to be. All 
it consisted of was one subtle remark: "Come, Eurycleia, / 
move the sturdy bedstead out of our bridal chamber-" 
(23.197-98). This is a stroke of brilliance. The true Odysseus 
would know that the bed couldn't be moved by any mortal. 
What makes the test foolproof is that only three people had 
ever seen the inside of the bridal chamber, husband, wife, 
and a single servant. An important moment in the scene is 
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when, right after Penelope asks Euryclea to move the bed, 
Odysseus remarks "Woman— your words, they cut me to the 
core!" (23.205). Here, for the first and only time in the poem, 
the great warrior is not manipulating the emotions of the other 
person in the conversation, he is at the mercy of his wife's 
words and actions. It's important to note that the only mortal 
that can put Odysseus into such a state is none other than his 
cunning wife. These actions show the queen's astute person-
ality. It's only fitting that the Matchless Queen of Cunning be 
wed to the "soul of cunning" (24.184). 

It is neither Odysseus' nor Penelope's use of metis that 
matters in love, it is the harmony of the two. The unity of 
their personalities, according to Odysseus, means they have 
a perfect love, their minds and hearts are unified. This rap-
port is so strong, it kept Penelope loyal to her husband for 
twenty years in a house filled with young and handsome men. 
The communion of their hearts and minds is not purely posi-
tive, as they both share triumph, they also share grief. Trapped 
on Ogygia for eight years by the nymph Calypso, Odysseus 
is described as an "unwilling lover alongside [a] lover all too 
willing.../... all his days he'd sit on the rocks and beaches,/ 
wrenching his heart with sobs and groans and anguish" (5.72-
74). This is not so different from Penelope. When Odysseus 
travels to the underworld and meets his dead mother, she 
says, "IPenelopers still waiting/ there in your halls, poor 
woman, suffering so,/ her life an endless hardship like your 
own.../ wasting away the nights, weeping away the days," 
(11.206-9). This complete harmony of personalities makes 
the pair ideal. When Odysseus returns and is talking about 
their "secret signs," he even asks his wife, "But you and I,/ put 
heads together. What's our best defense?" (23.133-34). This is 
the exact terminology he uses when initially defining love. 

While Odysseus is on his twenty-year-long quest, he leaves 
Penelope in Ithaca in control of the family and household. 
After nearly fifteen years of waiting for the king, young princes 
from all over Ithaca begin lining up for the queen's hand. 
Although she vehemently hates the suitors, she cannot help 
being flattered by their infatuation. Penelope, regardless of 
weather she tries or not, is as good a seductress as any other 
in the Odyssey. Despite her rejections and deceit, the suitors 
remain entranced by her beauty. The most obvious instance 



the queen acts as a temptress is when she decides to go give 
Telemachus advice and to announce her resignation to mar-
riage. Penelope was inspired "to display herself to her suit-
ors, fan their hearts, / inflame them more, and make her 
even more esteemed/ by her husband and her son than she 
had been before" (18.183-85). Before presenting herself, 
Athena lavished her with immortal gifts, making her even 
more beautiful. At the sight of Penelope, "The suitors' knees 
went slack, their hearts dissolved in lust—" (18.241). In this 
scene, it's important to note that Penelope didn't decide to 
appear on her own accord, but was inspired by Athena. The 
second place Penelope shows attachment to the suitors is in 
Book 19, when she describes her dream of her geese being 
killed by an eagle that turns out to be Odysseus. The queen 
tells her disguised husband that "I love to watch them all" 
(19.605), referring to the geese which represent her suitors. 
At the end of the dream, Penelope also tells Odysseus that she 
was saddened by the death of her "geese." Her dreams often 
serve to reveal her subconscious emotions, which in this case 
happens to be a love of the suitors. In these two passages, 
Penelope's role reverses from being a chaste and loyal wife, to 
being an object of lust. However, at no point in the poem does 
her fidelity and loyalty to Odysseus ever falter. 

To truly differentiate Penelope from all the other women in 
both Odyssey and Greek society in general, Homer has other 
minor characters act as foils for her. These women's imper-
fect traits accentuate the positive attributes of Penelope. Two 
important foils are the nymphs that try to seduce Odysseus, 
Calypso and Cerce. They epitomize the carnal beauty of the 
female. However, lacking the loyalty and harmony between 
Penelope and Odysseus, neither Cerce nor Calypso can hope 
to equal her. Not even offering Odysseus immortality and eter-
nal youth could Calypso lure him away from his wife. After 
her rejection, she asks the wise warrior "Hardly right, is it, / 
for mortal woman to rival immortal goddess? How, in build? 
in beauty?" (5.233-36). She can't win not because of looks or 
build, but because of love. The communion of two hearts and 
minds is stronger than immortality. 

Another important foil is Arete, queen of the Phaecians. 
She serves as a great example of a wife. Athena explains 
Arete's situation to Odysseus before he enters the palace. 
Among other things, she says, "Alcinous made [Arete] his wife 
and honors her/ as no woman is honored on this earth, of all 
the wives.... all our people ... gaze on her as a god" (7.77-
82). Although all the Phaecians, her husband included, love 
and admire her, her marriage with Alcinous is not as recog-
nized because they did not have to endure any of the trials 
placed on Penelope and Odysseus. They lived care-free lives. 

One of the most frequently mentioned foils is Clytemnestra, 
wife of Agamemnon. Her story is referred to as early as the 
second page of the play. Clytemnestra was in the same posi-
tion as Penelope, her husband went off to Troy leaving her 
alone at home; however, being far from ideal, Agamemnon's 
wife took Aegisthus as her lover. The two assassinated the 
great warrior upon his return only to be killed themselves by 
Orestes, the heir to the throne. There are many similarities 
between the story of Agamemnon and Odysseus, making it a 
better foil. As the tale gets repeated and embellished, it cre-
ates an ominous atmosphere for the reunion of Penelope and 
Odysseus. In the final book, Agamemnon, still enraged by his 
death, tells the recently killed suitors: 

'Happy Odysseus!... 
...What a fine, faithful wife you won! 
What good sense resided in your Penelope 
-how well Icarius' daughter remembered you, 
Odysseus, the man she married once!  

The fame of her great virtue will never die. 
The immortal gods will lift a song for all mankind, 
a glorious song in praise of self—possessed Penelope. 
A far cry from the daughter of Tyndareus, Clytemnestra- 
what outrage she committed, killing the man 
she married once!- 
yes, and the strong men sing of her will ring with loathing. 
She brands with a foul name the breed of womankind, 
even the honest ones to come!' 

(24.210-23) 

This quotation brings up an important point. Agamemnon 
implies that perfection in life is in true harmonious love (like 
Odysseus). He also said that Penelope reached this pinnacle 
of life, making her an ideal. But what makes her different 
from all the other women, even those in love, is that after 
Clytemnestra, all women to come are cursed. Therefore, no 
woman can ever hope to be as good as Penelope. She em-
bodies many unique, and seemingly conflicting, traits. She 
has the fidelity and loyalty a wife should in addition to the 
looks and sex appeal of a sultry seductress. Furthermore, 
she's intelligent, strong, and self-possessed, traits usually re-
served for men. In fact, the king and queen have achieved 
such a harmonious and unified state that Penelope can be 
seen as a female version of Odysseus, which is not that far of 
a stretch. With this in mind, and knowing that a primary inter-
pretation of the Odyssey is its description of Odysseus' jour-
ney through life (look at the title), the epic can also be seen 
as Penelope's journey through life (Penelope = Odysseus). 
This being the case, then the Odyssey is also the "glorious 
song of self-possessed Penelope," that Agamemnon was re-
ferring to. 
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ENDOWMENT FOR ORTHODOXY FVF15::17:27:;:t 

AND HELLENISM IN USA 
New York - A new important national 

initiative creating an Endowment with 
the sole purpose of funding the National 
Ministries and Institutions of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and 
thus advancing Orthodoxy and Helle-
nism, was launched on November 19. 

Faith: An Endowment for Ortho-
doxy & Hellenism, incorporated in 
New York on October 31, 2003, was or-
ganized by nine founding members, 
with a five-year program and initial 
first-phase goal of raising $100 million. 
The initial founders include George D. 
Behrakis of Lowell, Massachusetts, 
Nicholas J. Bouras of Summit, New Jer-
sey, George Coumantaros of New York, 
Michael Jaharis of New York, Peter T. 
Kikis of New York, James H. Moshovitis 
of Washington, D.C., John G. Pappajohn 
of Des Moines, Iowa, John A. Payiavlas 
of Warren, Ohio and Alex G. Spanos of 
Stockton, California. 

Mr. Spanos, a renowned Greek 
American businessman and philanthro-
pist from Stockton, California, pledged 
$10 million at the meeting, expressing 
his excitement at "everything we are 
doing today" and his confidence that 
the initial goal of raising $100 million 
discussed at the meeting will certainly 
be surpassed. With the pledges of the 
other eight founders, an amount in 
excess of $20 million has been com-
mitted already to the new endowment. 

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, 
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church 
in America, spoke to the group who ini-
tiated the Faith Endowment, about 
the "outstanding quality, dynamism and 
promising future" of the Greek Ortho-
dox Church in America—"a Church," he 
said, "which is the carrier of the im-
mense treasures of Orthodoxy and Hel-
lenism, continuing a long tradition in 
which the dedication of benefactors 
played a decisive role." 

His Eminence characterized the for-
mation of the Faith Endowment as 
"a call and a mission, not a simple 
campaign, or fund raising effort, but 
a response to God." He referred to the 
Founders as "Champions of Faith," who 
have moved dynamically at a critical 
juncture in the history of Orthodoxy 
and Hellenism in America and in the 
world. He praised them as generous 
supporters of Orthodoxy and Hellenism  

over many years, and as decisive fac-
tors in the new endowment, but he em-
phasized the urgent need to enlarge 
thecircle of donors by utilizing the full 
potential of the Greek-American Com-
munity with particular attention to the 
younger generation, inviting its mem-
bers to fully participate in the Church 
and their Hellenic heritage. 

Mr. Michael Jaharis, who was instru-
mental in the initiative of the new un-
dertaking, spoke about the tremen-
dous and vital significance of the Na-
tional Ministries of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America for the 
future of Orthodoxy and Hellenism in 
this country. "These ministries," he 
said, "have been mostly supported and 
maintained by the Total Commitment' 
of the Communities, which must 
steadily increase because of the dra-
matically growing needs for Orthodox 
evangelization. A decisive assistance 
to the Ministries of the Church has also 
been provided by the Archbishop 
lakovos Leadership 100 Endowment 
Fund. However, the exponentially in-
creasing needs of an expanding and 
dynamic Church and the necessity of 
maintaining and enhancing its minis-
tries, as well as continuing to support 
innovative programs that promote the 
faith and heritage, required and in-
spired the founding of the new Faith 
Endowment,"" 

Mr. Spanos pointed out that several 
capable Greek Americans are not par-
ticipating in the work of the Church and 
the Community and that there is a need 
to approach them and involve them in 
the Faith Endowment initiative. He 
pledged his efforts to that effect. Mr. 
George Coumantaros urged that the 
new endowment be expansive in its giv-
ing, emphasizing philanthropic pro-
grams, constantly renewing itself with 
new donations. 

The first phase of the Faith Endow-
ment will be characterized by discreet 
efforts amongst the founders of this 
new initiative with the ultimate goal to 
invite the broader community to par-
take with its full potential in this im-
portant endeavor, thus evolving it into 
a truly national endowment for the 
Church, an endowment worthy of the 
history and the divine mission of this 
Church in America. 

Washington,D.C.—Known philan-
thropist Harry Magafan and his wife 
Irene donated $100,000 to the 
Metro-politan Washington Orthodox 
Seniors Housing project. A luncheon 
was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter G. Pappas in Bethesda, 
Maryland honoring Mr. and Mrs. 
Magafan. More than 100 prominent 
Washingtonians attended. 

The effort to build an assisted 
living home for Orthodox seniors 
started almost ten years ago with 
the moral support of the Orthodox 
Churches in the area. There are no 
other Orthodox assisted living 
facilities in the metro-politan area 
of the nation's capital. The nearly 
$3,000,000 project relies entirely 
on voluntary contributions. 

MWOSH has purchased an eight 
acre prime site for $370,000. The 
group has another $800,000 in cash 
and pledges. Maria Dragoumis, the 
President of MWOSH said that 
although people have been 
generous in support of the project, 
more funds are needed before 
construction can begin. The 
fundraising campaign continues 
under the leadership of Mrs. 
Dragoumis and Mrs. Lou Eco-nomos, 
Vice President/Fundraising, who 
have been the driving force since the 
inception of the project. 

When completed, the building will 
house up to sixteen residents. For 
more information please call Mrs. 
Economos at 301-469-6284 or Mrs. 
Dragoumis at 301-469-6332. 

The Enviroment 
Man has been endowed with reason, 
with the power to create, so that he 
can add to what he's been given. But 
up to now he hasn't been a creator, 
only a destroyer. Forests keep 
disappearing, rivers dry up, wild life's 
become extinct, the climate's ruined 
and the land grows poorer and uglier 
every day. 
—ANTON CHEKHOV, Uncle Vanya „ 

For recipes visit 
our website at 

www.Estiator.com2 
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METROPOLITAN METHODIOS with members of the Metropolis Philoptochos 
Board. Left to right: Joanne Hologgitas, Christine Karavites, Yota Simoglou, Frances 
Levas, Diane Miminos, the Metropolitan, Merope Kapetanakis, Helen Sampsonis, 
Messina Avtges, Esther Mitchell. 

Greek Americans  
ON REVIE 

By SOPHIA  

 

D r. Philip Mamalakis has been ap-
pointed assistant professor of 

pastoral theology at Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology. Dr. 
Mamalakis has both clinical and aca-
demic experience in marriage and fam-
ily counseling and has a divinity de-
gree from Holy Cross. He is a licensed 
therapist and had a private practice in 
Missoula, MT specializing in families and 
couples counseling. He was also a lay 
pastoral assistant at the Annunciation 
Parish in Missoula where he taught, di-
rected the choir, coordinated religious 
education and youth ministry and di-
rected the University of Montana cam-
pus ministry. Dr. Mamalakis earned a 
PhD from Pursue University where his 
academic focus was marriage and fam-
ily therapy. He also holds a masters 
degree in divinity from Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology. 
He received his undergraduate degree 
from the University of Wisconsin in 
Madison. Dr. Mamalakis has taught at 
the University of Montana, the Chris-
tian Theological Seminary in Indianapo-
lis, IN and Purdue University. He is also 
a published author. 

RIANNA STEFANAKIS 
GRADUATES FROM HARVARD 

D ianna Stefanakis has received a 
bachelor of arts degree from 

Harvard University where she majored 
in cognitive psychology with a minor in 
Modern Greek Studies. She is working 
in the healthcare industry and plans to 
further studies in medicine. While a stu-
dent at Harvard, she worked as a re-
searcher and writer for the travel guide 
"Let's Go" travel publications and trav-
eled extensively in Cyprus, the 
Dodecanese Islands in Greece, Madrid, 
Spain and the Canary Islands. She also 
practiced as a certified emergency 
medical technician in Boston and con-
tinues doing so today. Rianna spent the 
first six years of her life in Greece be-
fore moving to the Boston area. She 
liver with her family in Athens, Bahrain 
and Prague for extended periods be-
fore returning to the United States  

where she graduated from Cambridge 
Rindge and Latin High School in 1999. 
There she accumulated numerous aca-
demic, athletic, artistic and community 
service experiences and awards. Her 
athletic achievements include the des-
ignation as a Massachusetts All-State 
and Greater Boston All-Star in track and 
was the starting goalkeeper for the top-
rated CRLS women's varsity soccer 
team. 

NAGDA GRYPARIS 
EXHIBITS 35 PAINTINGS 

M agda Gryparis of Peoria, AZ a self-
taught artist, had an exhibition of 

35 paintings at the Peoria Library. Born 
in Athens, Greece, Magda immigrated 
to the United States in 1967. She first 
explored her artistic abilities in pencil 
drawing and oils in 1983, under the in-
struction of artist Larry Doud of 
Middleton, OH. She works in oils and 
water colors and occasionally acrylics. 
She has won numerous awards in 
Sarasota, FL and has been featured at 
many Greek events throughout Florida 
and Arizona. She has also won many 
awards in juried shows and is a mem-
ber of the Peoria Fine Arts Association 
and the Arizona Watercolor Association. 

Magda and her husband are the parents 
of a son and a daughter. 

ANN BEZZERIDES DIRECTS 
VOCATION DEPARTMENT AT HCHC 

A nn (Mitsakos) Bezzerides has been 
appointed director of the Office of 

Vocation and Ministry at Hellenic Col-
lege-Holy Cross. She oversees a $2 
million grant from Lilly Endowment Inc 
which the School has received to pre-
pare a new generation of leaders for 
Church and society. Ann grew up wor-
shipping at the St. Demetrios Parish in 
Weston, MA. She received a bachelor 
of arts degree from Middlebury College, 
a master of divinity from St. Vladimir's 
Seminary, and a doctor In theology and 
education at Boston College. She and 
her husband Vassilios Bezzerides reside 
in Brookline. 

JOHN LULIAS HONORED 
BY UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 

ohn Lulias of Tarpon Springs, FL re- 
ceived ceived the fourth Hellenic Creative 

Arts Award by the University of Florida. 
John was born in Philadelphia, PA and 
grew up in Tarpon Springs. As a young 
boy, he was immersed in the abundance 

Happy 2004! 

DR. PHILIP MAMALAKIS WILL 
TEACH AT HOLY CROSS 
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FIRST LADY Laura Bush with Lila Prounis, President Emeritus of the Women's 
National Republican Club at a recent reception in New York City honoring the first 
lady. 

of Greek culture, wore Greek costumes 
and danced at cultural events in the 
community. He graduated from the 
University of Florida where he majored 
in marketing/business administration. 
He developed the Levendia Dance 
Troupe, one of the most highly regarded 
Greek dance organizations in the United 
States. Levendia performed at the dedi-
cation of the Center for Greek Studies 
at the University of Florida in 1981. John 
Lulias also instructed Greek dance at 
the University of Florida. Today, he di-
rects adult dancers and works with other 
groups throughout the United States as 
the leader of workshops on Greek 
dance. He is a judge at the folk dance 
festival held each year on the West Coast 
under the direction of the Metropolis of 
San Francisco. He is also on the Hel-
lenic dance festival board of the Me-
tropolis of Atlanta as a coordinator of 
the judging and educational workshops. 

ATHENA ADAMOPOULOS 
IS A TELENTED COMPOSER 

A thena Adamopoulos of New York, 
is a talented composer who at the 

age of 17 has had her symphonic work 
performed by orchestras and received 
rave reviews. She wrote her first full 
symphonic work during the course of a 
year. Late last year, Symphony by the 
Sea premiered her work four Episodes 
for Orchestra in Marblehead and 
Newbury, MA. One of her first composi-
tions, "Tango" was performed on the 
Sally Jesse Raphael Show. Another, was 
showcased by the Plymouth Philhar-
monic Orchestra. Athena, who attends 
Julliard School's pre-college division, 
has performed the piano at Carnegie 
Hall and has appeared on CNN, NPR, 
ABC and other programs. The young 
musician hopes to attend an Ivy League 
college and looks forward to taking 
courses related to law and political 
theory. 

PROF. CONSTANTINE GEORGIOU 
RECEIVES $2.5 MILLION GRANT 

P rof. Constantine Georgiou has re 
 ceived a $2.5 million grant which 

will support a special initiative to ad-
vance his work. He is one of the nation's 
foremost authorities in the field of 
children's literature. The project will 
recognize and honor Prof. Georgiou who 
has worked over the years to strengthen 
the children's literature collection he 
created. Prof. Georgiou was honored 
with the Teaching Excellence Award in 
2000 for his many years of teaching at 
New York University. He has also been 
the recipient of the Professor of the Year 

Award by the Hellenic American Educa-
tors' Association and received a presi-
dential citation from President Clinton 
for 50 years of teaching. Prof. Georgiou 
has written columns on Cyprus, Greece, 
Turkey and parts of the Mediterranean 
and is publishing a book on travel, "Jew-
els of the Mediterranean". He is the au-
thor of 27 books for children and is cred-
ited for the creation of a library of 
children's books as well as reference 
works in children's literature. His col-
umn reviewing children's books has 
appeared in The New York Times and 
other publications. 

STEVE CORODEMUS 
HAS BEEN RE-ELECTED 

Rep. Steve Corodemus (R-11) has 
been re-elected to a seventh term 

in the New Jersey State Legislature. He 
is a strong supporter of the environ-
ment and fiscal responsibility and pres-
ently serves on the assembly Appro-
priations Committee. Following his elec-
tion he was appointed deputy leader and 
will serve in leadership specializing on 
policy. Rep. Corodemus' roots are in 
Mani, Laconia, Greece. In 1999 he spon-
sored "The Wolrd Language Bill" for high 
school students to receive credit for 
becoming proficient in a foreign lan-
guage learned in a non-public school 
institution such as a Greek School. In 
2002, he chaired the World Hellenic In-
ter-parliamentary Meetings and Elec-
tions in Athens, Greece. He was also 
instrumental in establishing a perma- 

nent mission to Greece by the New Jer-
sey Commission of Economic Develop-
ment. He participated in two New Jer-
sey trade missions to Greece resulting 
in the formation of successful business 
relations establishing bilateral trade. 

A WIDE LENS VIEW 
AROUND THE COUTRY 

JOHN P. DEMOLEAS has been named 
executive vice-president of the 
Hunterdon Medical Center Foundation. 
He continues to work at the Founda-
tion on the "Fulfilling the Vision" Capi- 
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tal Campaign. John has worked for the 
Children's Hospital of New Jersey and 
St. Peter's University Hospital. He is 
a member of the Association of Fund 
Raising Executives and the Associa-
tion of Health Care Philanthropy, as 
well as a diplomat of the American 
College of Health Care Executives. 

NICK SEFAKIS RECEIVES 
HERITAGE AWARDS 

Nick P. Sefakis of Salt Lake City, UT 
was the recipient of the Hellenic Cul-
tural Association (HCA) Hellenic Heri-
tage Award. Mr. Sefakis was a man-
ager of the Metropolitan Water District 
of Salt Lake City and Sandy from 1983 
until his retirement last year. In 2002 
he was voted Distinguished Manager 
of the Year by the Utah Association of 
Special Districts. Mr. Sefakis is a gradu-
ate of the University of Utah where he 
received a bachelor of science degree 
in political science. He worked for 
Kennecott Copper for 26 years, He and 
his wife of 47 years, Kelly (Patsuris) 
are the parents of four children. Mr. 
Sefakis has served as parish council 
president and president of the Cretan 
Juniors Chapter of the Pan Cretan As-
sociation of America. 

ANTHOULA KATSIMATIDES has been 
promoted to assistant vice president for 
government relations and community 
affairs at the Lower Manhattan Devel-
opment Corp. (LMDC). She will serve 
as the liaison to the family members of 
those who were murdered in the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 and February 26, 1993 
terrorist attacks. Anthoula has been the 
Assistant to Governor Pataki for Com-
munity Affairs since 2000. Prior to join-
ing the Pataki administration she was 
an adjunct professor of English at 
Queens College and an ESL teacher at 
Thomas Edison High School and Bayside 
High in Queens. She holds a master of 
science degree in education from 
Queens College and a BBA in Market-
ing/Public Relations from Baruch Col-
lege. 

BESSIE MELEKAS of Newport, RI has 
celebrated her 100th birthday. She was 
born in Moria, Lesvos, Greece and im-
migrated to the United States at the 
age of 18. She married Stavros Melekas 
in Newport where they became lifelong 
residents. Mrs. Melekas has been a 
steward of the St. Spyridon Parish in 
Newport for 80 years and still walks to 
the church and attends services. She 
is the mother of two sons and two 
daughters, the grandmother of 15 and 
the great grandmother of 35. 

111111111111•1111111111111.1marai 
Community of Salt Lake City: Stavros N. 
Semanderes, President, Pan Cretan As-
sociation of America, was Keynote 
Speaker. He also was recipient of the 
Hellenic Heritage Award, from the Hel-
lenic Cultural Association. Officers and 
members of the national Pan Cretan 
Association and Utah Cretan Clubs gath-
ered at the Hellenic Historical Monument, 

NICHOLAS PANGAKIS has been 
elected president of the Orleans Cham-
ber of Commerce in Orleans, MA. He 
previously served as a board member 
and vice president. Pangakis and his wife 
Mary Ann live in Orleans where he is a 
financial services representative with 
MetLife. 

VICKIE MAKKAS of Millis, MA, a se-
nior at Dana Hall School in Wellesley, 
MA has been named to many league 
all-star teams and the Boston Globe's 

where the names of 48 Cretan miners 
killed in a mine explosion March 8,1924, 
Castle Gate, Utah are listed on the me-
morial plaques. The PM presented the 
HCA with a copy of the 1997 "Special 
Commemorative Album," which is dedi-
cated to all American Cretan war veter-
ans. This impressive album will be placed 
in the Hellenic Cultural Museum/Library. 

All Scholastic team throughout her ca-
reer. The captain of the soccer team, 
Vickie has also coached at John Smith 
soccer camp, teaching youngsters 
ages 8-14 this season, Vicki finished 
with 14 goals and 10 assists. She 
scored 49 goals and 28 assists for her 
career. Currently, Vickie plays indoor 
soccer for the Boston Blast team and 
in the spring she will compete her 
fourth varsity season on the lacrosse 
team. 

JOHN PARDALIS of New York City, has 
joined the new Pappas Riverside Res-
taurant team in Tarpon Springs, FL. 
John, who is known for his unique abil-
ity to be innovative and thought pro-
voking in his restaurant style, has es-
tablished himself within the wine com-
munity as a noted connoisseur and this 
country's foremost Greek wine author-
ity. He was born in Australia to parents 
who emigrated from a small village out-
side of Sparta. 

MEROPE KAPETANAKIS of Medford, 
MA has been re-elected president of the 
Metropolis of Boston Philoptochos Board. 
Mrs. Kapetanakis who has also served 
as president of the St. Athanasius Par-
ish Philoptochos in Arlington, MA where 
she and her family worship, leads a 
board of philanthropic women who as-
sist Metropolitan Methodios in the Phil-
anthropic Ministries of the Metropolis the 
centerpiece of which is the Philoxenia 
House. 
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GEORGE GOUTANIS of Chicago 
marked the tenth anniversary of the 
Monday's Restaurant, a popular eatery 
which has expanded to five locations in 
the windy city. Members of the Monday 
group business include Nicholas 
Koimielis, and Nick, Steve, Harry, 
Chris and George Syregelas. 

ARTEMIS CHRISTODULOU, a PhD 
student in comparative literature at 
Yale University, was in Sierra Leone, 
Africa recently where she presented 
"The Power of Memorials: Human 
Rights, Justice and the Struggle for 
Memory". She defined memorials as 
representations of people or events 
of an earlier historical moment that 
will help promote both individuals and 
collective memory and define and 
construct a shared notion of the col-
lective experience, imagination and 
self definition of a people. 

munity and making her neighborhood 
a better place to live. Sandra is asso-
ciate vice president of community re-
lations and external affairs for 
Wentworth Institute of Technology in 
Boston, where she has worked for 16 
years. She is also a member of the 
board of directors of the Parker Hill 
Fenway NSC.. 

GEORGIA PAUL, POPPY DAVIS AND 
ARTHUR BROUNTAS, all of Bangor, ME, 
participated in a panel discussion at the 
Bangor Museum entitled "Those Were the 
Days: Growing Up in the Greek Commu-
nity in Bangor." Maria Brountas acted 
as panel moderator. The program is part 
of the museum's exhibit, "From Away: 
Exploring Bangor's Cultural Heritage." 

ANDREW NTAPALIS of Manchester, NH 
has won his first gold medal in a fenc-
ing tournament held in Nashua, NH 
where he trains. Andrew, 12, won in the 
epee competition. A sixth grade honor 
student at Hillside Middle School in 
Manchester, Andrew is also on the cross-
country team. He has been fencing both 
foil and epee for nearly three years. 

looking for food recipies? 
visit 

www.estiator.com  

EVONNE AND DEMETRI SEPSIS, a 
brother and sister team from Elmhurst, 
IL completed a 26.2 mile marathon in 
Athens, Greece late last year. A total of 
3,000 runners, representing 60 coun-
tries participated in the marathon. 
Evonne and Demetri grew up at the St. 
Demetrios Parish in Elmhurst, were stu-
dents at the Pythagoras Greek School 
and participated in the athletic minis-
tries of the community. 

Thank you for e-mail your news for this 
column to: sophianibi@yahoo.com. 

PETER CHRISANTHOPOULOS has 
been promoted to the position of 
President and Chief Operating Officer 
of Pappas Telecasting Companies, the 
largest privately held commercial 
television broadcast group in the 
United States. He will oversee opera-
tions for all facets of the business, 
including radio and television broad-
cast stations, program development 
and production, and advertising sales 
and marketing. 

SANDRA PASCAL of Melrose, MA has 
been honored by the Action for Bos-
ton Community Development for her 
individual contribution of time, effort, 
energy and talent working in her com- 
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Giotopoulos led the group and Koufodinas 

Greek militants jailed for life 
The head of the radical Greek November 17 organization 
has been jailed for life, as has the group's main hitman 

BBC NEWS 

ATHENS - Alexandros Giotopoulos and 
Dimitris Koufodinas were among 15 
people found guilty last week of involve-
ment in a 25-year series of crimes. 

The group's victims included Greek 
and foreign figures, among them a CIA 
station chief and a UK defence attaché. 

Mr Giotopoulos, 59, who was found 
guilty of planning the group's actions, 
had denied links to November 17. 

He is expected to appeal. 
A three-judge panel spent nine months 

hearing evidence related to some 2,500 
crimes including murder and robbery. 

Multiple life terms 

It was Greece's first terrorism trial. 
Mr Giotopoulos was sentenced to 21 

life terms - the longest in Greek legal his-
tory - for his role in plotting 19 murders. 

Mr Koufodinas was given 13 life terms. 
Four other members of the group in-
volved in killings were sentenced to as 
many as 10 life terms. 

The maximum amount of time any of 
them will spend behind bars, though, is 
25 years, the BBC's Richard Galpin in 
Athens says. 

They will be eligible for parole after 

Heather Saunders: "It is 23 widows - there's 
goodness knows how many children, how 
many parents; they will all carry this scar 
for the rest of their lives." 

20 years. 
Greece does not have the death pen-

alty. 
Greek police had made little progress 

in their search for the group until last 
year, when they caught one of the ac-
cused apparently trying to plant a bomb. 

He informed police of the names and  

whereabouts of other Novem-
ber 17 members. 

Within weeks, police made 
a series of dramatic arrests. 

Olympic concerns 

The BBC's Tabitha Morgan in 
Athens says the Greek Govern-
ment is keen to show the inter-
national community that Greece 
is capable of eliminating such 
groups ahead of next summer's 
Olympic Games in Athens. 

It will also hope to make po-
litical capital out of the success-
ful conclusion of the case ahead 
of general elections early next year. 

November 17 took its name from the 
date of the crushing of a student upris-
ing in 1973 during military rule in Greece 
which lasted from 1967 to 1974. 

The radical leftists' attacks were aimed 
at overthrowing capitalism and attacked 
US targets because of Washington's sup-
port for the junta. 

They are believed to have killed four 
US officials, two Turkish diplomats and a 
UK military attache in addition to their 
Greek victims. 

A 20-year statute of limitations in 
Greek law means that group members 
will not be sentenced for the first four 
killings blamed on November 17 - includ- 

ing that of CIA station chief Richard 
Welch, whose 1975 assassination mark-
ed the group's first appearance. 

Brigadier Stephen Saunders, who 
was shot dead as he drove to work in 
Athens in June 2000, was the last per-
son killed by November 17. 

His widow, Heather Saunders, of 
Melbury Osmond, Dorset, said last week's 
guilty verdict was one her family "had 
hoped for". 

"They killed 23 people," she told the 
BBC. "But it is 23 widows, there's good-
ness knows how many children, how 
many parents; they will all carry this scar 
for the rest of their lives." 
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OBITUARIES 

William D. Cocorinis Peter Topping 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT - William 

Cocorinis, said to have taught the Greek 
language to as many as 5,500 University 
of Utah students over the past 55 years, 
conducted his last class just before 
Thanksgiving. He died three days after 
the holiday, on Sunday, in Salt Lake City. 

Bill was born to Dimitri and Ioanna 
Cocorinis in the village of Glossa, Sko-
pelos. Greece. 

He would later write of his love for 
the island and people of his youth in his 
book of short stories, "Diamond of the 
Aegean." Bill also published dozens of 
periodicals and newspaper articles 
throughout his long and productive life 
on a variety of topics close to his heart, 
typically involving his love of Greek 
philosophy, people and history. 

Bill first came to the United States in 
1948 on what was intended to be a short 
visit to wind up hiss own father's business 
affairs, who had recently passed away. 
En route to San Francisco, Bill suc-
cumbed to Dena's charms while passing 
through Salt Lake City. Bill remained 
under Dena's spell for the rest of his life. 

Shortly after arriving in Salt Lake. Bill 
learned that the University of Utah was 
in need of an instructor of Modern Greek. 
Despite what could charitably be 
described as a rather limited knowledge 
of the English language, Bill commenced 
teaching with his typical enthusiasm. 

55 years and 5500 students later, he 
taught his last class just prior to the 
Thanksgiving holiday. Bill would ulti-
mately master English, but proudly hung 
on to his distinctive accent, which his 
many admirers delighted in mimicking. 

Bill received his M.A. degree from the 
University of Utah in 1957 and went on 
to become the successful owner and 
principal broker of Sugarhouse Realty 
for almost 50 years. 

Bill received many honors over a 
lifetime of service to his church and 
community, too numerous to mention in 
their entirety. He served as a three term 
president of the Greek Community of 
Salt Lake City and received the title of 
"Archon Deputatos" by the Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras of Constantinople. 
Bill was a Life Member, Archdiocesan 
Council, Greek Orthodox Church of the 
Americas, and was particularly close to 
His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos, 
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church. 

In April of 1998, Bill was a recipient 
of the University of Utah's Outstanding 
Adjunct Faculty Award. He loved his 

association with the many fine professors 
and students at the University. He 
believed that with patience, under-
standing and persistence, he could win 
them over to his view that all words of 
any consequence, and all philosophical 
ideas of any consequence, originated in 
Greece. Shortly before his death, bill was 
informed by the University of Utah that 
he was to be awarded an honorary 
degree in the spring of 2004. 

As President of the WBBA Holladay 
Cottonwood Baseball League in the late 
1960's, Bill spearheaded the financing 
of what became known as "Cocorinis 
Field," still in use today. 

Bill was the loving father of Dimitri 
"Mitch" Cocorinis and Janette C. Man-
gum, and the father-in-law of Geofrey 
W. Mangum, all of whom, although 
occasionally exasperated by his 
exuberance, adored him. In turn, Bill was 
very proud of their professional and 
personal endeavors. 

Bill's proudest final legacy was his twin 
grandchildren, David Cocorinis Mangum 
and Alexandra Magnum. David, a fresh-
man at the University of Pennsylvania, 
has inherited his grandfather's writing 
talents and passion for books and 
interesting people. Alex, an outstanding 
student, swimmer and dancer at Skyline 
High School, shares Bill's very consider-
able charisma, social skills and "movie 
star" good looks. 

In addition to his immediate family, 
Bill is survived by two sisters. Zoe Pana-
giotou of Athens, Greece and Alexandra 
Pitsiou of Volos, Greece, a sister-in-law, 
Ida Collard and many nephews and 
nieces. 

MCLEAN, VA - Peter Topping, 87, died 
October 21 in Inova Fairfax Hospital. He 
was the husband of 52 years of Eva 
Catafygiotu Topping. 

Born in Milwaukee, WI May 13, 1916, 
his parents, Vasilios and Anastasia 
Makris Topitzes were pioneer Greek im-
migrants, settling in Milwaukee in 1903. 
He had resided in McLean since 1978. 

Dr. Topping dedicated his life to study-
ing and teaching about Greece. From the 
University of Wisconsin in Madison, he 
earned both a bachelor and master of 
arts degree in 1937 and 1938. He re-
ceived a PhD in history from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. As an advanced 
fellow of the Belgian American Founda-
tion in Brussels in 1947-1948, he did 
post-doctoral work in Byzantine history. 
He was a fellow at the Institute of Ad-
vanced Studies at Princeton the fall term 
of 1972. 

He began a career as educator at the 
University of Wisconsin in 1943-1944. He 
later taught at Northwestern University, 
University of California at Santa Barbara 
and as visiting associate professor of 
history at the University of Pennsylva-
nia. From 1961-1978 he taught at the 
University of Cincinnati. He was the 
Charles Phelps Taft Professor of Later 
Greek Studies from 1967-1978. 

Dr. Topping held several positions 
outside the classroom. Fluent in Modern 
Greek, he was interpreting officer with 
the U.S. Staff in the Allied Mission to 
observe the Greek election in 1946. 
From 1953-1960 he served as librarian 
of the Gennadeion, a library devoted 
exclusively to Greek history and culture 
in Athens, Greece. He became senior 
research fellow at the Byzantine Center 
of Dunbarton Oaks, Washington, DC in 
1978, retiring from there in 1984. His 
publications include several books and 
numerous articles and reviews. 

His members included Phi Beta Kappa, 
American Historical Association, Medieval 
Academy, the U.S. National Committee 
for Byzantine Studies, American Civil 
Liberties Union, Society of Byzantine 
Studies (honorary) Athens, Greece and 
St. Katherine Church in Falls Church. 

In addition to his wife, he is survived 
by a son and daughter-in-law, Dr. John 
and Anastasia Topping; a granddaugh-
ter, Vasiliki Topping; a sister, Sandra T. 
Brown and two brothers, Nick Topping 
and Memo Topitzes, all of Milwaukee and 
many relatives in the United States and 
Greece. 
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