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Letters to the 
editor 

Demonizing Greece and... the United States! 
Dear Sir: 
The ferociousness with which you at-

tacked the Greeks and demonized Greece 
is inexcusable. It is a misreading of history 
(U.S. foreign policies) and suggests that a 
moral center is missing from most Ameri-
cans, including Greek-Americans. 

That the U.S. is an empire is self-evi-
dent; that it is a country run by corporate 
capitalism is equally obvious to anyone who 
is paying attention. The capitalism that is 
practiced lacks a humane face and no 
amount of government and corporate ma-
nipulation of the media are going to fool 
those who pay attention. Flag waiving won't 
do it either. 

Until the American people ask seriously 
why so much of the world hates us, nothing 
will change. To think that they hate us be-
cause they envy us is naive and wrong on 
its face. It doesn't make sense when you 
recognize the aggressive behavior of the 
U.S. and its proclivity toward dictatorships 
ought to make Greeks sensitive to this is-
sue given the support received by the Greek 

Military Junta (1967-74) by our govern-
ment (Nixon, Kissinger, Agnew). 

Instead of writing about Greece's accom-
plishments such as its Metro system, its new 
airport, its preparations for the Olympic 
games in 2004, as a viable democratic na-
tion (about 99% voter turnout as compared 
to our 26 or so % and in our last presidential 
election the loser received most of the 
votes), and the attention given to the fine 
arts, you choose to malign the Greek people. 
In my personal experience in Greece in Sep-
tember 2001, the people I talked to spoke 
in a reasonable manner about the attack; the 
Greek government supported the U.S. and 
many of the churches had special services 
for the victims of 9/11. A few hundred 
crazies at that soccer game got most of the 
attention of the American media. The anti-
Greek elements in this country were ready 
to believe the worst about Greece. 

The Greek American Review has failed 
as an organ of professional journalism. The 
malice it has shown toward Greece and the 
Greek people, shows that it lacks objectiv- 

ity and, by this, you have caused, for the 
foreseeable future, irreparable harm to 
Greece. 

Sincerely, 
Alexander Vavoulis 
Professor Emeritus of Chemistry at CA, 
State University, Fresno 

Editor's Note: Professor 's Vavoulis impru-
dent accusation that we "demonize" Greece and 
the Greeks, will not be dignified with an an-
swer. Nor his assertion that our country "is run 
by corporate capitalism." His distaste for this 
great nation, its political system, free enterprise 
and the Press is so obvious; reminds us of Mr 
bin Laden. (Mr. Vavoulis' lack of accuracy is 
manifested, among other things, with the per-
centages about voter turnout, claiming 99%for 
Greece, "26 or so%" for the United States.) 
What happened to the academic responsibility? 

To 'Opapta Toy 
Mtxculik Hapkatitri 

K6ptE AteuOuvra, 
AtaPacovcac TO apepo "The National 

Hellenic Museum" TOD opagartcrrq Mt-
xatIX HapXaltri , SEV jAnOpEcra napa va 
pzivco EKOapf3og illtpO6T6 6' auto TO 

ITEXXOVTITC6 ttE7cao6pyripatow EA.A.TiVCOV 

Tic A  puctic. 
"Movo X170 Katpo 01.7COCITCEIVEl xat 

optvo, Tcpo; 	Soatpa136", keEl. TO Ettria- 
tfipto. Autfi tpaivetat va Etym. rl  nopEia 
Toll 'EXXliva Statthaou TCOV 

Masa Toy flEptICA,T), TON/ W7(1. AX6- 
avSpo, TON/ Iouattvtavo, TO enoc too '21 

xat TTIV ETCOTEOlia Toll '40, exouge algtE-
pa pia xatva pyta tSea. ME TTIV ouUp-
KEta, TO opatta, Ttiv tpavracria xat TTIV 

OLVDTCOXthpriti Poi&riati, of npoyovoi 
o-TEpecoo-av Epya xdplic Kat ogoptptrag 
nou SEV 7T111501W va npoKa2tofw toy 

06141.661.1.6 It poc Triv EXXiViKTI TEVElliiaTt-

K11 KW 81-1[11.0Upytial 

Me tpatKok xatpEtto-pok, 
Iletpoc B. Taarcec 
Islandia, NY 
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MINNEAPOLIS COMMUNITY FIRST 
TO REJECT NEW CHARTER 

Autonomy Proposed for our Church  
The following is a letter from the Parish Council of the St. Mary's Greek 
Orthodox Church in Minneapolis, Minn. rejecting the proposed revised 
new Charter that was sent to all Greek Orthodox Communities for ap-
proval. The letter, dated April 3, and addressed to Mr. Michael Jaharis, 
President of the Archdiocesan Council, follows: 

Re: Proposed Revised Charter of the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese of America 

As requested by the Archdiocesan Council 
ofthe Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 
we are submitting on behalf of the Parish Coun-
cil and the Parish of St. Mary's Greek Orthodox 
our unanimous response to the proposed revi-
sions to the archdiocese's Charter. 

It is the unanimous consensus of the Parish 
Council that the proposed charter revisions are 
at odds with the principles ofChurch governance 
traditional to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America and the culture in which we live. 
This position was established at our Parish Coun-
cil meeting on April 3, 2002. 

In particular we: 
1) Oppose by all means any change of the 

current charter, or the introduction of any new 
charter that was not properly processed through 
the Archdiocesan Clergy-Laity Congress, the 
highest legislative body of the Archdiocese. We 
request that, first, the matter of any change in 
the current or any new proposed charter such as 
that promoted by the Patriarchate and, second, 
that of Autonomy of the American Church, be 
placed on the agenda ofthe 2002 Archdiocesan 
Clergy-Laity Congress. 

2) We oppose most strongly the proposed 
Charter's weakening of the role of the Arch-
bishop, the parish Priests and the lay people in  

the governance of the Church, the top-down 
approach, and the more extensive involvement 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in archdiocesan 
affairs. 

3) We are extremely dissatisfied that an at-
tempt is being made to ignore the consensual 
nature of the current Charter in favor of a unilat-
eral course. 

4) We are most distressed that for an issue of 
such magnitude as a Charter for the governance 
of the church in America, our input has been so 
hastily asked. 

We have confidence in our Bishops, Metro-
politans, and Archbishop as they further the quest 
of the faithful for increasing self-governance of 
our Church in the USA. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Byron J. Zotaley 
Parish Council President 

Samuel G. Rouman 
Parish Council Vice President 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE LASTING GIFTS 
OF HELLENISM AND A PERSONAL NOTE 

By CHRISTOPHER XENOPOULOS JANUS 

B irthdays are a time of reflection 
and as I enter my 90th year plus 
one, I look back on persons in 

my life who interested and influenced 
me the most and with whom I came to 
share similar views and philosophy. On 
a strictly professional basis, Harvard 
and Alfred North White-head, philoso-
pher, and later George Santayana at 
Rome influenced my life immensely. 
Will Durant in his great book 'The Story 
of Philosophy: was my first real intro-
duction to Socrates, Plato and Aristotle 
and the tremendous influence Helle-
nism has had on our present cultural civ-
ilization. 

As an inspiring and good friend, I 
especially remember Andre Micha-
lopoulos, poet, statesman and reno-
wned lecturer and author on classical lit-
erature and civilization. Like Sir 
Maurice Bowra, my tutor at Oxford, 
Andre Michalopoulos' favorite and ded-
icated theme was the basic and vital 
influence Greece and Greeks had on our 
western way of life. We discussed and 
analyzed this subject many, many times 
at dinner and into the wee hours of the 
morning. 

Following are Andre Michalopoulos' 
views on the world-wide contribution of 
Hellenism, some of which appeared in 
my "Greek Heritage Quarterly" and in 
personal letters we exchanged with each 
other over a ten-year period. 

Ancient Hellas established the values 

We are proudly adding to the list of our 
contributing editors author/journalist 
Christopher Xenopoulos Janus. He is the 
author of seven books and the producer of 
several movies including the Premiere 
Disney movie GOODBYE, MISS 4TH OF 
JULY, based on his award winning book 
Educated at Harvard and Oxford, he is 
working on a movie based on the life and 
adventures of Heinrich Schliemann, discov-
erer of the Gold Of Troy 

of freedom, democracy, individualism, 
and beauty which, subject to modifica-
tions imposed by evolution, have 
become permanent in the civilization of 
the Western world. 

At the time when she gave these val-
ues to the world Greece was a very poor 
and stony country, a small area com-
posed of several tiny city states. 
Frequently at war with one another, with 
Athens as the largest and most progres-
sive after the fall of the great Cretan 
naval empire, a civilization still shroud-
ed in the mists of prehistory. 

The phenomenon of the effulgent 
light, kindled by Hellas, is all the more 
remarkable as there had existed before 
her emergence vast and powerful 
empires such as the Egyptian, Babylon-
ian, Assyrian, and Persian with immense 
resources at their disposal, yet in none 
was developed either the feeling for 
freedom or the flexible and balanced 
sense of beauty so characteristic of 
Hellenic civilization. 

The first breath of the wind of free-
dom and beauty blew over the blue 
Aegean when Homer, alone in a still 
primitive age, astonished and delighted 
his listeners - as he had the succeeding 
generations or his readers through 28 

The cover of Greek Heritage, a wonderful 
quarterly of Greek Culture published by Mr 
Janus in 1964-1966 with the late Kimon Friar 
as editor 

centuries to this day - with melodious 
cadence of his hexameters and with the 
power and the freshness of thought of a 
compassionate and civilized poet. 

In view of the time at which he wrote, 
and of the circumstances of a barbaric 
war which had also occurred about 300 
years before his day, it is remarkable to 
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find in "The Iliad" and "The Odyssey" 
an unmistakable spirit of equality and 
freedom and the poet's evident rever-
ence for human dignity. In both epics, 
chieftains and warriors, heroes and men, 
are all equals on the human level. There 
is a free and easy camaraderie which 
prevails among them and which we 
readily recognize as part of our way of 
life. It is entirely democratic in spirit 
even though democracy had not yet been 
invented in Homer's time. 

Indeed, Homer may well be called 
the fountainhead of Western civilization. 
While he is primarily a great poet and a 
magnificent storyteller, and not a 
philosopher or moralist, his own human 
feeling establishes in his writing a moral 
climate which is that of a mature, noble 
and generous nature. 

However, the outstanding character-
istic which makes Homer the fountain-
head of our civilization is that he was 
the first to have introduced into litera-
ture a deliberate element of kindliness 
and compassion. He is not sentimental, 
maudlin, or squeamish. His war report-
ing is down-to-earth, he does not omit 
gruesome realities, and he des cribes 

Greek-American Review /April 2002 10 



with infinite psychological skill the passion and various jeal-
ousies which divide the Greek chieftains. He does not 
attempt to mitigate the ferocity of those harsh warriors. But 
no reader will remain unmoved by the warmth of Homer's 
humanity in such scenes as the parting of Hector and 
Andromache and their infant son when the Trojan prince goes 
forth to battle; or by the kindness which the old King Priam 
shows to Helen at a time when the war was going badly for 
the Trojans and the king's advisers were openly blaming the 
beautiful Greek princess in their midst as the cause of all their 
woes. "Come and sit beside me, my child," says Priam. "I do 
not blame thee; rather the gods do I blame for this dolorous 
war." 

Deeply moving, too, is the scene in which old Priam goes 
to the but of Achilles to beg for the body of his slain son, 
kneels before the fierce young conqueror, and kisses "those 
murderous hands." 

In the four centuries between Homer and the great Golden 
Age of Athens, Greek thought had been evolving from a rich 
mythology by means of which a highly imaginative people 
had begun to rationize disturbing natural phenomena and to 
discard their primitive fears. 

They progressed from a blind belief in the dark gods of the 
earth and their successors, the spiritually inadequate 
Olympians, to intellectual enquiry through the avenues of 
lyrical poetry and philosophy. 

The inquisitive Hellenic mind ceaselessly sought a ration-
al answer to the enigma of the universe and man's existence. 
The number of philosophers who flourished in the seventh  

and sixth centuries BC is astounding. 
Among them, Democritus initiated the atomic theory and 

Thales maintained that all things are modifications of an eter-
nal and imperishable substance. By the fifth century Greek 
thought had matured into a way of life - one that outdistanced 
and stood in sharp contrast to the barbaric civilizations sur-
rounding Greece. 

It is interesting to examine to what extent the Greeks of today 
are influenced by a tradition that is more particularly their own. 

The continuing spirit of Hellenic civilization is perhaps more 
easily perceptible to the Greeks than to peoples farther removed 
from the scene of its origin. The splendor of its line and color, 
which is a glory of the Grecian landscape, has remained 
unchanged. The great mountains of Greece still rise in all their 
majesty, and their names are still those by which they were 
familiar to antiquity: Olympus, Parnassus, Kyllene, Pindus. The 
golden eagle, sacred bird of Zeus, still circles over them. 
Athens, Sparta, Corinth, Thebes and hundreds of other towns 
and islands still bear their honored names. 

Finally, and on a very promising but perhaps just hopeful 
note, tr great Sir Maurice Bowra, Andre Michalopoulos, and 
George Santayana believed that the genes of the great ancient 
Greeks, yes, even those of Socrates, Plato and Alexander the 
Great, among other, are still the same genes in modern 
Greeks today. They just have to be stirred, awakened and 
challenged in the right free climate with demanding and 
insoiring events. 

It's no wonder at this birthday anniversary I like and agree 
so much with my great mentors and friends! 
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PRAISE FOR GREECE 
President Bush: America and Greece are strong allies, and we're strategic partners. 
Our nation has been inspired by Greek ideals, and enriched by Greek immigrants. 

Following are remarks by President George W. Bush 
at the White House, March 25, 2002: 

One hundred and eighty one years ago, our nation supported 
the cause of Greek independence. And we have admired the 
progress Greece has made since. Yet well before we recognized 
the independence of modern Greece, the Greek heritage had a great 
impact on American independence. Many of America's founders 
knew Greek history better than our own. They drew on Greece's 
political heritage in framing our Constitution. America's love for 
liberty has deep roots in the spirit of Greece. 

The spirit of liberty has always had enemies. It's important for 
us to remember our history, that there are some who can't stand 
liberty and freedom, as we learned so tragically on September the 
1 1 th. The terrorists who attack us hate the very idea of human 
freedom. They cannot stand the thought of freedom of religion. It 
must make them very nervous to know that a Methodist is stand-
ing next to His Eminence in a free society, in a society that wel-
comes people to worship freely, and as they so choose. They hate 
freedom of speech. They can't stand the thought of people speak-
ing their minds. They hate our system. 

They also thought we were weak and soft. And they're 
wrong, and they're learning it every day. They learned it in Af-
ghanistan, where we went into that country not to seek revenge, 
but to seek justice. And this weekend, little girls went to school 
for the first time — some little girls went to school for the first 
time in Afghanistan, showing the world that we didn't go into Af-
ghanistan as conquerors, but as liberators. 

And they're going to find out how tough we are. Because I 
want to assure you all that we're going to hunt 'em down, one by 
one, until our homeland is secure, until freedom is secure, to make 
sure our children and our grandchildren can I ive in a free and 
peaceful world. 

One ancient Greek statesman put it this way. He said, "We are 
free to live exactly as we please, yet we are ready to face any 
danger." He might as well have been talking about the United 

States of America. Fortunately, we don't face danger alone. There 
are other people who love freedom, as well, in this world. Greece 
and America have been firm allies in the great struggles for 
liberty. Greece was one of only a handful of countries that fought 
alongside the United States in every major 20th century war. And 
Americans will always remember Greek heroism and Greek sacri-
fice for the sake of freedom. 

As the 21st century dawns, Greece and America are — once 
again stand united; this time in the fight against terrorism. Greece 
is a part of the coalition of nations helping bring justice to those 
who would harm us, harm the people of Greece, harm anybody 
who love freedom. The United States deeply appreciates the role 
Greece is playing in the war against terror. We thank Greece for 
access to the military base in Souda Bay, Crete, and for providing 
a naval frigate for patrolling the Arabian Sea. 

And just as Greece has stood side by side with the United States, 
the United States stands ready to encourage the continued warm-
ing of Greek and Turkish relations. We welcome the resumption 
of diplomatic talks on Cyprus, and hope that they will lead to a 
final settlement that strengthens regional peace and stability. 

America and Greece are strong allies, and we're strategic part-
ners. Our nation has been inspired by Greek ideals, and enriched 
by Greek immigrants. Today about 1 million Americans claim 
Greek origin. They've made a mark in every field. America is 
better for the 1 million Americans who live here. 

In my administration, John Negroponte heads our United Na-
tions, and he's doing a fine job. And as a part of my war council, 
the National Security Council, sits George Tenet, whose advice 
and steady hand have been invaluable to our success. 

Today we honor Greek independence and the Greek spirit, a 
spirit of liberty and a spirit of courage, a spirit that values family 
and education and public service and faith; a spirit that has helped 
make America what it is today. 

It is my honor to welcome you all here. May God bless Greece, 
and may God continue to bless America. 

Greek Independence Day at the White House 
Washington, DC – His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Pri-

mate of the Greek Orthodox Church in America, led a delegation 
of Greek-American leaders to Washington, DC on March 25th to 
commemorate Greek Independence Day. In a ceremony conducted 
in the Old Executive Office Building, President George W. Bush 
proclaimed March 25th, 2002 Greek Independence Day: A Na-
tional Day of Celebration of Greek and American Democracy, 
2001. 

In his opening comments, Archbishop Demetrios said to Presi-
dent Bush: ... "You greatly honored us one year ago with your 

Presidential proclamation and meeting, exactly for the same cel-
ebration. This time, however, our meeting occurs after the horren-
dous terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and the devastating 
consequences that followed. Under these circumstances which 
created an unbearable pain in all of us, the freedom the right to 
independence, human rights, the dignity of human existence, the 
necessity for peace, the right to happiness and to a creative life, 
these principles, which directed the struggle for Greek Indepen-
dence in 1821 and which constitute the heart and essence of our 
American Democracy, take on a significance of dramatic propor- 

Greek-American Review /April 2002 13 



tions." 
President Bush, in warmly welcoming all those in attendance, 

responded: "...I want to honor the heritage of liberty that both the 
Greeks and the Americans share. There is no better place to do 
this than in the White House, the symbol of liberty and the symbol 
of freedom. The spirit of liberty has always had enemies. It is im-
portant for us to remember our history, that there are some who 
can't stand liberty and freedom, as we learned so tragically on 
September 11th. The terrorists who attack us hate the very idea of 

Ancient Greece was the birthplace of the democratic prin-
ciples and thought that fundamentally shaped the growth of 
democracy in world history. Societies aspiring toward more 
democratic forms of government have found inspiration in 
the Greek tradition of representative government and free 
political discourse. As modern Greece celebrates the anni-
versary of its independence, won 181 years ago, Greeks can 
be proud that its vibrant democracy continues and that it is 
based upon the beliefs in freedom and self-rule first forged in 
classical Greece over 2500 years ago. 

These ideals have been embraced by peoples of the world 
who aspire towards democracy, including the Founders of 
the United States; and they were tested by the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. The terrorists sought to destroy a political 
and economic system that promotes individual freedoms and 
tolerance, defends national liberty, and supports the full par-
ticipation of its citizens in the democratic process. The ter-
rorists failed; but rather than destroying us, their attacks 
strengthen our resolve to stand up to this evil. Along with the 
members of our worldwide coalition, including Greece, we 
are committed to defeating terrorism and protecting liberty. 

The friendship between the United States and 
Greece continues to thrive and is based upon our common 
cultural bonds and our shared national values. Today, more 
than 3 million Americans proudly claim Greek heritage, rep-
resenting a continuing link between our countries. From the 
arts and education to industry and science, Greek Americans 
have made significant contributions to the cultural, civic, and 
economic vitality of our land. 

As we celebrate Greek independence, we remember the 
history of those who sacrificed their lives to preserve free-
dom and democracy. We value our friendship and continu-
ing partnership with the government and people of Greece, 
and we commit to work together to provide greater opportu-
nity and more freedoms for the citizens of the world. And we 
join the world in anticipating the momentous 2004 Summer 
Olympic Games, which will be held in Athens, the birthplace 
of Olympic competition. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of 
the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim March 25, 2002, as "Greek Independence 
Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and American 
Democracy. " I encourage all Americans to take special note 
of Greece's rich history of democracy, the strong bonds of 
friendship and culture between our countries, and the impor-
tant role that Greek Americans play in our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand this 
twenty-fifth day of March, in the year of our Lord two thou-
sand two, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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"The Day of resurre-

ction! 0 people let us 

be radiant. It is Pas-

cha, the Lord's 

Passover; For Christ 

God has carried us 

from death to life, 

from earth to heaven 

as we sing a victory 

hymn." (The Paschal 

Canon: First Ode) 

His Eminence  

Metropolitan Methodios 

The Clergy Brotherhood 

The Diocesan Council 

The Diocesan Philoptochos Board 

and all the faithful 

of the Diocese of Boston 

rejoice in the Lord's Resurrection. 

He has truly Risen! 

Greek Ortodox Diocese Of Boston 

162 Goddard Avenue 

Brookline, Massachusetts 02445 

Telephone (617) 277-4742 
Fax (617) 739-9229 

e-mail diocese @ bostondiocese.org  
Visit us at http://www.bostondiocese.org  

President Bush greeting Greek-Americans at the White House. At 
center is CIA Director George Tenet. 	

Photo by Dimitri Panagos 

human freedom. They cannot stand the thought of freedom of reli-
gion. It must make them very nervous to know that a Methodist 
is standing next to His Eminence, in a free society, in a society 
that welcomes people to worship freely, and as they so choose. 
"America and Greece are strong allies, and we're strategic part- 
ners. Our nation has been inspired by Greek ideals, and enriched 
by Greek immigrants. Today about 1 million Americans claim 
Greek origin. They've made a mark in every field. In my admin- 
istration, John Negroponte heads our United Nations, and he's 
doing a fine job. And as part of my war council, the National 
Security Council, sits George Tenet, whose advice and steady 
hand have been invaluable to our success." 

President Bush acknowledged the presence of Director of the 
CIA, George Tenet, Ambassador of the United States to Spain 
George Argyros, and other Greek American members of the Ad-
ministration present including Barbara Spyridon Pope, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State, Office of Equal Employment Op-
portunity and John Vonglis, Department of Defense, Director of 
Personnel and Readiness. 

Attending the ceremonies were some 100 people, including a 
Greek government delegation led by Undersecretary of Foreign 
Affairs, Yiannis Magriotis; Ambassador of Greece to the United 
States, Alexander Philon; and members of Parliament Grigorios 
Niotis and Panagiotis Skandalakis. Representing the Republic 
of Cyprus was Ambassador to the United States, Erato Kozakou-
Marcoullis. 

Also in attendance were: Andrew A. Athens, World President 
of the World Council of Hellenes Abroad; Andrew Banis, Su- 
preme President of AHEPA; Andrew Manatos, President of the 
National Coordinated Effort of Hellenes; Vice Chairman of the 
Archdiocesan Council Michael Jaharis; Police Captain John V. 
Kassimatis, Commanding Officer, Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey; Eugene Rossides, Founding Chairman of the 
American Hellenic Institute; Philip Christopher, President of the 
Pancyprian Association of America; Savvas Tsivicos, President 
of the Cyprus Federation of America; Ambassador Loucas Tsilas, 
Director, Alexander S. Onassis Public Benefit Federation; 
Sotirios Vahaviolos, 2002 Greek Independence Day Parade 
Chairman (NYC); Former Ambassador to Greece from the United 
States, Michael Sotirhos. 
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The Resurrection, 1547 (St. Dionysios Monastery, Athos) 

XPIETOE ANEETH! 
By JOHN A. KOUMOULIDES Ph.D 
Professor of History, Ball State University 

0  n Sunday, May 5, 2002, millions 
of Christians, Eastern Orthodox, 
Catholic, and Protestants, men 

and women, young and old, will cel-
ebrate the Anastasis,  Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. We shall rejoice in the vic-
tory of ZOH, life, over THANATOS, 
death. XPICTOC ANECTH! "Christ is 
risen from the dead, trampling down 
death by death, and upon those in the 
tombs bestowing life!" 

"This is the chosen and holy day, 
First of Sabbaths, King and Lord of 

day, 
the feast of feasts, 
the triumph of triumphs. 
On this day we bless Christ for ever-

more!" 
Byzantine 

chant 

On Pascha, Easter Sunday, children 
will look for their Easter eggs. Churches 
will be decked with lovely white lily 
flowers. But we might choose to remem-
ber that, for more than 2,000 years ago -
long before the birth of Christ, and at 
almost precisely the same time of the 
year - thousands of people celebrated the 
rebirth of their own particular gods from 
death. 

In ancient Sumeria, around 2,500 
B.C., they celebrated the rebirth of their 
god Dumizi; in Babylonia, Tammuz; in 
ancient Egypt, Osiris. Later, in Phrygia, 
the god was Attis; in Canaan, Baal; and 
in ancient Greece, Dionysus and Ado-
nis. All of these gods died and descended 
into Hades, the underworld. Of course 
it happened to goddesses as well: the 
goddess Inanna in Mesopotamia and 
Persephone, the daughter of the goddess 
Demetra, in Greece. Many stayed there 
for three days; some for three months. 
Then, they were rescued. Thanatos, 
Death, variously was outwitted, cheated, 
forced to barter, even killed. Life won a 
respite, an exchange, a deferral, a vic-
tory. Like winter, death's dominion was 
only temporary. 

All these celebrations of rebirth over 
the millennia of human history always 
took place in spring. On "Good Friday" 
Christians mourn the death of Christ, 
crucified on a cross in Golgotha - "the 
place of a skull". The churches are dim 
and the hymns melancholy. The atmo-
sphere is one of despair where the son 
of God dies, slain by human ignorance 
and intolerance. 

In early Christian iconography, the  

cross is often depicted as a tree. Trees 
are important cultural, spiritual, and po-
litical symbols (strength, steadfastness, 
endurance, benevolence, pride). In Byz-
antine art, crosses twist into branches 
and curl over into sprays of flowers. In 
the third century, Saint Helena, mother 
of the Roman emperor Constantine the 
Great, founder of Constantinople and the 
Byzantine Empire (A.D. 330-1453), 
traveled many lands in search of the true 

Greek-American Review /April 2002 17 



cross. In legend, this was made from the 
`Tree of Life" which stood in the center 
of the Garden of Eden. Standing in the 
counterpoise to the "Tree of Knowl-
edge", the cross, as the "Tree of Life," 
thus redeems the fate of Adam whose 
skull became the skull at Golgotha, bury-
ing Death. In the magnificent 16th cen-
tury mosaic at the Church of Saint 
Clemente in Rome, death and resurrec-
tion are portrayed on one image. Christ 
stands against the cross as the trunk and 
branch of the "Tree of Life", its joyously 
spiraling leaves extending into the uni-
verse. The cross is the "Cosmic Tree" at 
the center of the world. For Christian 
doctrine, the symbol of the cross as the 
"Tree of Life" is entirely intelligible 
within its own tradition. 

There are universal symbols, far more 
ancient that Christian symbols, and their 
recurrence in the myths and folklore of 
history is indeed arresting and fascinat-
ing. Osiris of Egypt was imprisoned by 
his wicked brother, Seth, in a coffin. It 
was thrown into the river Nile but was 
washed ashore and came to rest inside 
the trunk of a tamarisk tree. He was re-
leased from the tree, dying again and 
then being reborn, and a pillar of wood  

with four crossed branches - the Djed 
column - was raised upright as the sign 
of life everlasting. 

According to ancient Greek myths, 
Adonis was born from the myrtle tree, 
and anemones rose from his blood; the 
god Dionysus was dismembered as the 
grapes from the vine, wreathed in the ivy 
that is evergreen. The Phrygian god Attis 
was tied to a tree of pine. 

Originally, the symbolism of the cross 
was not a solar but a lunar image, in-
scribed on Neolithic pots as "the four 
quarters of the moon, our first source of 
measurement - an image of change and 
changelessness," time and eternity. 
Transferred to the earth and the solar 
year, "the four points of the lunar circle 
become the four directions of the uni-
verse, the four cardinal points of the zo-
diac (the equinoxes and solstices), the 
four seasons of the temperate climates," 
even the four phases of the day. In other 
words, an image of totality in time. Sym-
bolically, the cyclical "waxing and wan-
ing of the moon's light offered an image 
of transformation, for in its perpetual 
return to its own beginnings it unified 
what apparently had been dismem-
bered." The moon "died" and yet rose  

again out of the dark, out of Hades. 
Throughout a host of cultures, gods 

and goddesses "died" during the three 
days when the moon vanishes, went 
down into the underworld and then they 
were reborn. Most of the world's reli-
gious calendars are lunar in origin and, 
for Christians, the drama of the moon's 
cyclical phases remains reflected in the 
timing of Easter to the first Sunday after 
the first full moon following the spring 
equinox. Significantly, the rites of 
Christ's incarnation are governed by the 
solar calendar and fall on fixed dates, 
since they are connected with the birth 
of the sun (Christmas at the winter sol-
stice, for instance, where Jesus takes 
over the role of Sol Invictus from the 
Roman god Mithras). By contrast, the 
Easter rites of his death, resurrection and 
ascension are governed by the lunar cal-
endar, because of the images of death 
and rebirth in "the waning and waxing 
of the moon." The Greek Orthodox Eas-
ter always falls after the Hebrew Pass-
over. The determination of the date goes 
back to the Council of Nicaea in A.D. 
325, when it was decided that Easter 
would fall on the Sunday following the 
first full moon after the vernal equinox, 
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but always after Passover. The Eastern 
churches calculate Easter on the Julian 
calendar and the Western churches use 
the Gregorian calendar, thus the variance 
in dates. 

Easter was named in the middle ages 
after the Saxon goddess of the dawn, 
Eostre, whose feast was held at the 
spring equinox. Her sacred animal was 
the egg-laying moon-hare, which gives 
us our Easter eggs. So, the underlying 
language directs us continually to images 
of rebirth - the birth of the sun from the 
dark of night, the ascendancy of the light 
of the new year over the darkness of the 
old, and the full moon as the sign of the 
resurgence of life over death. And, fi-
nally, the cross is transformed from the 
"Tree of Death" into the "Tree of Life" 
at the time when all nature around us 
buds from an invisible source. 

On Holy Saturday Evening at the end 
of liturgy, the priests in all Greek and 
Eastern Orthodox churches end the ser-
vice with the following catechetical Pas-
chal Homily of Saint John Chrysostom: 

"If there are devout and God-loving 
people here, let them enjoy this beauti-
ful, radiant festival. If there are prudent 
servants, enter joyously into the Lord's  

joy. Whoever may be spent from fast-
ing, enjoy now your reward. Whoever 
has toiled from the first hour, receive 
today your just settlement. If any came 
after the third hour, celebrate gratefully. 
If any of you arrived after the sixth, have 
no misgivings, you have lost nothing. If 
some have been as late as the ninth, come 
forward, do not be at a loss. If any of 
you have arrived only at the eleventh 
hour, do not be dismayed for being late. 

The Master is gracious: He accepts 
the last even as the first; He gives rest to 
those of the eleventh as well as to those 
who have labored from the first; He is 
lenient with the last while looking after 
the first; to the one He gives, to the other 
He gives freely; He accepts the labors 
and welcomes the effort; honors the 
deed, but commends the intent. So, all 
of you, enter into the joy of our Lord: 
first and second, share the bounty. Rich 
and poor alike, celebrate together. So-
ber or heedless, honor the day. Those 
who fasted and those who did not, re-
joice today. The table is fall, everyone 
fare sumptuously. The calf is fatted; no 
one go away hungry. Everyone, savor the 
banquet of faith; relish the riches of His 
goodness. 

No one need lament poverty, for the 
kingdom is universal. No one need 
grieve over sins; forgiveness has dawned 
from the tomb. No one need fear death; 
the Savior's death has freed us from it. 
While its captive He stifled it. He de-
spoiled Hades as He descended into it; 
it was angered when it tasted His flesh. 
Foreseeing this, Isaiah proclaimed: "Ha-
des," he said, "was angered when he met 
You below." It was angered because it 
was abolished. It was angered because 
it was mocked. It was angered because 
it was slain. It was angered because it 
was shackled. It received a body and en-
countered God. It took earth and came 
face to face with heaven. It took what it 
saw and fell by what it could not see. 
Death, where is your sting? Hades, 
where is your victory? Christ is risen and 
you are overthrown. Christ is risen and 
demons have fallen. Christ is risen and 
angels rejoice. Christ is risen and life 
rules. Christ is risen and not one dead 
remains in the tomb. For Christ, having 
risen from the dead, has become the first 
fruits of those that slept. To Him be the 
glory and the dominion, forever. Amen." 

XPISTOC ANECTH! 
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Commentar 

DIASPORA DELEGATES' RESPONSIBILITY 
WHEN ATTENDING SAE MEETINGS 

By ORESTES VARVITSIOTES 

In an article in the February, 2002 issue of this magazine ("It's 
Time to Become Serious"), we attempted to explain why we 
	think the Council of World Hellenes (SAE) is not the right vehi- 
cle to assist, promote and co-ordinate the diaspora Greeks in their 
noble pursuit to unite themselves around a common program that 
would contribute to the preservation of Hellenism in their respective 
countries. 

However, there is another addi-
tional reason to the ones we stated in 
that article: because of the fact that 
SAE is controlled and run by the 
Greek government, the delegates. 

Attending these meetings seem to 
concentrate their efforts on how to influence the Greek government 
on Greek foreign policy issues, rather than on how to develop a pro-
gram that would be relevant to the existing conditions and needs in 
the communities of their particular countries. Dealing with the latter 
should have been both their concern as well as their contribution to 
the meetings, as, theoretically at least, they have a better grasp of the 
problems and a more effective and appropriate approach to solving 
them, than the Greek government would. If they don't, then the 
whole thing is a travesty and SAE should be abolished altogether. 

What we mean by this is that thus far the only resolutions which 
emanated from the delegates or their organizations and were pre-
sented to the congress, dealt exclusively with Greek foreign policy 
issues and NOT with issues which affect our local Greek communi-
ties; such issues would be: Greek language and education, cultural 
programs and activities, issues which are so fundamental in assisting  

the younger generations to acquaint themselves with the Hellenic 
traditions and values, and which one would expect would lead to the 
development of their ethnic consciousness and Philhellenism. 

It is this type of programs that we believe would ultimately con-
tribute to the preservation of Hellenism in the Diaspora. It is, there-
fore, incumbent upon the diaspora delegates to be vociferous as to 
the need and desirability of such programs. Yet, it seems that there is 

complete silence about them; instead, 
the delegates' concerns are focused on 
resolutions, not programs. Now we all 
know that resolutions are hardly worth 
the paper they are written on, especially 
when the delegates fantasize themselves 

as being foreign ministers! 
Instead, what we propose as a more effective way to deal with 

these issues is establishing delegates' workshops at the congress. In 
such workshops, not only would the delegates' concerns be 
expressed, but also concrete programs would develop to deal with 
them, not just resolutions. The Cyprus issue, the plight of the Greek 
minority in Albania, the special problems of the Hellenic communi-
ties in the countries of the former Soviet Union, etc., these very 
important issues can be dealt with a lot more effectively in this man-
ner. It would also avoid the appearance of disharmony, even opposi-
tion to Greek government policies. Of course, this presupposes that 
the delegates, not the Greek government, run their own show, devel-
op their own agenda and set their own priorities. In other words, we 
come around full circle, but the conclusion remains the same: the 
Greek government should not be in control of SAE! 

SAE should not be controlled 
by the Greek Government 
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AHEPA Medal of Freedom Honorees, representing active duty military personnel and public 
safety officials from the New York City and Washington DC metro areas proudly stand before 
the audience after receiving their accolade. 

AHEPA PAYS TRIBUTE TO HEROES 
Two Prominent Greek-Americans Receive Honors 

WASHINGTON- Two prominent 
Greek-Americans, George L. Argyros, U.S 
ambassador to Spain and Andorra, and Mr. 
John K. Defterios, group vice president, 
content and anchor, International Herald 
Tribune Television, received honors at the 
35th AHEPA Biennial Congressional Ban-
quet held March 25, in Washington, 
DC. The gala affair also provided an emo-
tional forum for the AHEPA to pay tribute 
to 22 active duty military personnel and 
public safety officials from the New York 
City and Washington, DC metro areas with 
the AHEPA Medal of Freedom under the 
theme "We Honor America." 

"From the outset, our aspiration has 
been to honor America by capturing the pa-
triotic spirit of our nation in one event," said 
Supreme President Andrew T. Baths. "I am 
confident we succeeded in our goal." 

Ambassador Argyros was presented 
with the 2002 AHEPA Aristotle Award, in 
recognition for his appointment and con-
firmation to the position of United States 
Ambassador to Spain and Andorra and for 
his rise to become one of the foremost lead-
ers of the business community. Previous 
awardees include Mr. Ted Leonsis, presi-
dent, America Online Interactive Proper-
ties Group, Inc.; and Alex G. Spanos, presi-
dent, A.G. Spanos, Inc. 

In his acceptance, the ambassador said 
he was honored to serve the United States 
and President George W. Bush as Ambas-
sador to Spain. He also stated how blessed 
we are all to live in America. 

"I appreciate all you do," said Ambas-
sador Argyros, whose father was a found-
ing member of AHEPA Pasadena Chapter 
373. "I received an AHEPA scholarship 
when I needed it the most. I am honored to 
be a Greek-American." 

In addition, Ambassador Argyros ac-
cepted the 2002 Socrates Award on behalf 
of President George W. Bush who was un-
able to attend. 

The recipient of the 2002 AHEPA 
Demosthenes Award was Broadcast Jour-
nalist John K. Defterios for his years of ex-
cellence as a media professional, reporting 
on such landmark events as: the first World 
Trade Center bombing, the Fall of the Ber- 

lin Wall, the Final GATT Treaty, the Gulf 
War, and the Los Angeles Riots. 

Defterios recounted his thoughts of feel-
ing helpless and isolated during the tragic 
events of September 11 and saluted the 
public safety officials of New York and 
Washington for their heroic response to 
September 11. 

"I am deeply honored to receive the 
Demosthenes Award," said Defterios. 
"AHEPA is one of the most preeminent 
torchbearers of Hellenism in the United 
States and Hellenism is alive in all of us." 

Moreover, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Yiannis Magriotis and Ambassador 
of Greece to the United States Alexander 
Philon presented salutations on behalf of 
Greek Minister of Foreign Affairs George 
Papandreou on the occasion and celebra-
tion of Greek Independence Day. 

"The contribution of the Greeks of the 
Diaspora to world events has proven to be 
of great importance as they are worthy de-
scendants of our national heroes and bene-
factors of that period demonstrating that 
Hellenism has the will and determination  

to march in the new Millennium, looking 
ahead and aiming high, serving human val-
ues," wrote the foreign minister. 

"We Honor America" 
The evening culminated with a cer-

emony honoring a microcosm of the brave 
men and women who valiantly place their 
lives in harm's way for the safety and pro-
tection of their fellow citizens. Public 
safety officials, representing New York City 
and Washington, DC area metro areas, as 
well as active duty military personnel, were 
presented with an AHEPA Medal of Free-
dom accompanied with an entry into the 
Congressional Record submitted by U.S. 

Rep. Michael Bilirakis (R-9-FL) ac-
knowledging AHEPA's Salute to America. 

Dr. Joan Breton Connelly, associate pro-
fessor of fine arts, New York University, 
was the Keynote Speaker for the 
banquet. She captivated the audience with 
an eloquent address that reminded us all, 
as descendants of ancient Greece, that we 
can look to our ancient forefathers with 
pride for guidance and inspiration at a time 
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From Classical Athens 
to Ground Zero 

of national healing and rebuilding. 
Supreme President Banis presented 

Brigadier General Andrew Davis, USMC, 
with a $10,000 contribution to the Penta-
gon Memorial Relief Fund. In addition, he 
announced a $25,000 donation to St. Nicho-
las Greek Orthodox Church that was de-
stroyed in the collapse of the Twin 
Towers. According to Banis, the balance 
of the AHEPA Family National Tragedy 
Relief efforts, $75,000, will be donated to 
the New York State World Trade Center 
Relief Fund. 

Presentations of the latter two contribu-
tions will be made in New York City in the 
near future, he added. 

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios 
mesmerized the audience with several stir-
ring and vivid accounts following the tragic 
events of September 11. 

The Archbishop recalled a moment 
when he was asked to bless the equipment 
used to clear the debris from Ground Zero 
not because it was removing steel beams 
and sheets of metal but because, according 
to the workers, the equipment would touch 
the remains of those who perished. 

In Supreme President Banis' response 
he stated, "Democracy will never meet its 
demise, not now at the evil hands of terror- 

Address by Dr. Joan Breton Connelly, Associ-
ate Professor of Fine Arts, New York University 
at the AHEPA Banquet 

In 480 B.C. the Persian army marched 
upon Athens and executed the unthinkable: 
the destruction of the Acropolis. This dev-
astation took place not on a field of battle, 
but in the very heart of the city. The vicious- 

ism, nor ever in the future, given the brave 
men and women who are gathered here rep-
resenting our active duty military person-
nel and public safety officials...They are a 
microcosm of the heroes that exist in your 
local communities back home...Please ac-
cept, and extend to your valiant colleagues 
our humble gratitude for protecting our 
American way of life; one rooted in a foun-
dation that strikes at the very heart of Hel-
lenism and democracy." 

Attorney Michael Anestos, Washington, 
DC, served as Master of Ceremonies for 
the gala affair, and according to Banis, he 
did a superb job.  

ness of the attack, directed at the venerable 
shrines held sacred by the Greeks, accom-
plished a sinister ambition. It tore down the 
very symbols of Greek culture and terror-
ized the civilians who watched helplessly. 

Unlike the attack that I witnessed in hor-
ror from my window on September 11th, 
the Greeks saw the enemy coming over the 
many years that it took the Persians to make 
their way from east to west, leaving a path 
of destruction in their wake. The Greeks 
never imagined that the Persians would 
have the audacity to lay waste to the most 
sacred shrines upon the Acropolis rock. The 
loss of innocence came quickly, just as for 
many of us, it took the short gap between 
the first and the second planes hitting the 
towers to fully comprehend that this was a 
deliberate act of terror. 

The Greeks left their Ground Zero un-
touched for more than 30 years. The de-
struction site was to stand as a memorial 
lest anyone forget the atrocities committed 
by their ruthless enemy. But in 447 B.C., 
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the general and politician Pericles initiated 
a reconstruction program which gave birth 
to the stunning white marble buildings that 
stand on the Acropolis to this day. The 
Parthenon, which has become a cultural 
icon embodying democracy itself, was in 
fact built as a replacement for the temples 
that preceded it. 

The long view from history is an invalu-
able source of hope. It was following trag-
edy that the Greeks realized their very fin-
est achievements. Along with the Parthenon 
came a full flourishing of art, literature, the-
ater, philosophy, religion, and politics cul-
minating in the development of the demo-
cratic system of government. The Athenians 
responded to outside threat by forging the 
new and utterly revolutionary concept of 
self-sacrifice for the common good. From 
this newly hewn bond of altruism, a strong 
communal identity was born, one of unity 
in the face of adversity. 

Against the backdrop of the eye for an 
eye, tooth for a tooth policies of reciproc-
ity that had proceeded it, Athenian demo-
cratic altruism was a most extraordinary 
achievement. Homeric heroes had fought 
and died to assert their own prowess and 
outshine all others in glory. But the Athe- 

nian hero now fought and died to defend 
his fellow citizens. Describing the bravery 
of those who stayed behind in Athens to 
nurse the sick through the terrible plague 
of 430 B.C., Thucydides hailed the Athe-
nian instinct to act properly and to feel 
shame at thinking of one's own safety in 
the face of communal crisis. In ancient Ath-
ens, public interest was placed firmly above 
any personal loss. While modern democra-
cies have tended to focus on individual 
rights and freedoms, the ancient emphasis 
fell solidly upon the common good and the 
heavy responsibilities that come with the 
privileges of freedom. 

Pericles is credited as the first to have 
advanced the concept that citizens must be 
in love with their city. The "I Love New 
York" campaign, which used to seem cli-
ched, but now hits poignantly close to the 
heart, actually finds its roots in Classical 
Athens. In the famous funeral oration, his 
eulogy for the first who fell in the 
Peloponnesian War, Pericles urged the 
Athenians to reflect on the love required to 
make a great city and a great citizenry. "You 
must realize the power of Athens, you must 
feed your eyes on her from day to day until 
love of her fills your hearts; and then when  

all her greatness shall break upon you, you 
must reflect that it was by courage, sense 
of duty and a keen feeling of honor in ac-
tion that men were able to win all this." 

No words describe better what we have 
witnessed on and during the heavy days 
following September 1 1 th. The firefighters, 
police officers, Port Authority workers, 
emergency and rescue teams at home, fol-
lowed in time by the valiant men and 
women of our intelligence and armed ser-
vices abroad, manifest before our eyes the 
very backbone of our democratic system: a 
willingness to lay down one's life for an-
other. Their blend of heroism and humility 
and that our clear-voiced President, hon-
ored here tonight, enables us to witness first 
hand that state called "Grace." 

Democracy has always been worth fight-
ing for. There would have been no Golden 
Age of Greece without the Athenian defeat 
of the Persian enemy at the battles of 
Salamis and Plataea in 479 B.C., just a year 
after the Acropolis attack. When his fleet 
began to founder at Salamis, the Persian 
King Xerxes, who watched from distant 
safety, promptly fled back to the refuge of 
his homeland. 2500 years later, Athens is 
still free and the democratic system that it 
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NIU Alumni Association Plans Trip to Greece AHEPA MEDAL 
OF FREEDOM 
RECIPIENTS 

Brigadier General Andrew Davis, 
USMC 
Commander Peter Kennedy USN 
Captain Alex Stathopoulos USAF 
Major Terry Hannah USA 
Captain Amy Hannah USA 
Captain Nancy Olson USMC 
James Efthimiades, NYC Firefighter 
Father John Romas, NYC St. 
Nicholas Church 
Chief Stephen Bojekian, N. Jersey 
Police 
Captain John Kassimatis, Port 
Authority Police 
Officer John Roumeliotis, NYC 
Police 
Officer Paul Pallas, NYC Police 
Deputy Chief Bob Witherow, Fairfax 
County 
Battalion Chief Andrew Snead, 
Fairfax County 
Lieutenant Joe Merritt, Fairfax 
County 
Firefighter Brian Jenkins, Fiarfax 
County 
EMS Technician Michael Voudouris, 
NYC EMS (2002 Salt Lake Olym-
pian for Greece - Skeleton) 
Captain Keith Young, Arlington 
County 
Captain Dannie Harrison, Arlington 
County 
Firefighter Matthew Herrera, 
Arlington County 
Firefighter and EMS Tech Robert 
Halsal, Arlington County 
Firefighter William Veith, Arlington 
County 

gave us now flourishes around the world. 
Meanwhile, some closed societies are still 
shut off from the blessings of a greater good, 
while cowardly leaders run, and hide from 
battles waged far afield. 

As an archaeologist, I had a terrifying 
sense of foreboding when I watched in 
dread last spring as the Taliban blew up the 
time-honored statues of Buddha at 
Bamiyan. I thought to myself, if they would 
do this to inanimate objects, that never hurt 
them, disobeyed them, or even misunder-
stood them, imagine what they might do to 
living, breathing human beings with a per- 

DEKALB—The Northern Illinois Uni-
versity Alumni Association is planning a 
trip of mythic proportions to Greece from 
September 19 through 29. 

The adventure will begin at the ancient 
city of Athens, where travelers will be able 
to view architectural marvels such as the 
Parthenon, Propylaia, and the Agora. They 
will then set sail aboard a Royal Olympic 
cruise ship for a four-day voyage of the cap-
tivating Greek Isles, with stops at Mykonos, 
Herakleion (Island of Crete), Santorini, 
Rhodes, and Kusadasi-Ephessos, Turkey. 

NIU sociology professor George 
Kourvetaris will be the trip's faculty host. 

spective different from their own. The 
Taliban Minister of Information and Cul-
ture, Mawlawi Quadrullah Jamal, issued a 
statement shortly before the explosion, and 
I quote: "It is easier to destroy than to 
build." 

So it is. But the act of creation is a far 
more powerful one than the act of destruc-
tion. It binds the builders together in a way 
that cohorts in demolition are never brought 
close. Those that build are knit together with 
a common creative purpose, a mutual re-
spect, admiration and affection for one an-
other. Through this unspeakable tragedy we 
have been drawn immeasurably closer, now 
in a room where an archaeologist and a gen-
eral, a firefighter and a diplomat, a busi-
nesswoman and an Archbishop, a police 
officer and a politician, all have something 
to say to one another and, even more im-
portantly, to learn from one another. We 
stand at the threshold of what may be a 
powerful and profound period of creativ-
ity, thought, and regeneration in which each 
of us can play a vital role. 

I stand here in awe of you whom we have 
honored this evening, pinching myself that 
life has given me the privilege of express-
ing my esteem for you, my respect for you, 
my love for you, and my thanks on behalf 
of all the quiet citizenry whom you serve 
with such dignity and protect so profoundly. 
I salute you, in the words of Pericles him-
self, for your "courage, sense of duty and 
keen feeling of honor in action" which en-
nobles us, which humbles us, and which 
challenges us to be better, more selfless and 
courageous citizens in the most honorable 
tradition of the ancient Athenians. 

Dr. Kourvetaris is a native of Eleohorion 
Arcadia, located outside of the city of Tri-
polis in Southern Greece. 

"We're delighted to have Dr. Kourvetaris 
joining us on this trip. His firsthand knowl-
edge and expertise of the region, its history 
and culture will provide for a most memo-
rable and educational journey," explained 
Pat Anderson, assistant director and travel 
coordinator for the NIU Alumni Associa-
tion. 

The total cost for the trip is $2,249 for 
an inside stateroom or $2,349 for an 
oceanview stateroom, per person, based on 
double occupancy. The trip includes: round-
trip airfare from Chicago to Athens, Greece; 
five nights at the Olympic Palace Hotel; in-
troductory tour of Athens, four nights 
onboard a Royal Olympic cruise ship; full 
European-style breakfast daily at the Olym-
pic Palace Hotel and all meals onboard the 
cruise; luggage handling, porterage charges, 
departure and port taxes, and insurance 
(emergency medical, lost baggage, and 
group delay). 

For more information or to place your 
reservation, call Pat Anderson at (815)753-
1512. Visit www.myniu.com  for more in-
formation about the Alumni Association 
and its travel program. 

"A Greek Island" 
Paintings Exhibition 
An exhibition of paintings by Dan 

Schern, titled "A Greek Island" is being 
presented at the Ansonia Window Show in 
Greenwich Village, NYC. The exhibition 
opened on March 19th and will run through 
April 29th 2002. 

During a two-month (April and May 
2001) painting trip to Sifnos Mr. Schern 
produced 22 paintings, working outdoors 
in the landscape, drawing directly from na-
ture. The character of the landscape of 
Sifnos with its dramatic terraced hills, ol-
ive trees, Cycladic houses, churches and the 
sea offered Mr. Schern the inspiration and 
iconography necessary to create this body 
of work. In the artist's own words, "The 
amount of visual information to work from 
is inexhaustible, never failing to provide the 
painter with new ways of seeing and new 
subjects to explore." For information call: 
(212) 942-6218. 
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Photo by George Tames (1919-1994). National Portrait Gallery, 
Smithsonian Institution; gift of Frances 0. Tames 

The 55th Anniversary 
of the Truman Doctrine 

By General Andrew J. Goodpaster 
The following is a speech by 
General Andrew J 
Goodpaster at the American 
hellenic Institute. It is a use-
ful reminder of what the 
United States did after the 
victorious World War II, to 
help Greece stay free—some-
thing that unfortunately, 
many Greeks tend to forget. 

W
ell, it's great to be with you on 
the date that is indeed memo-
rable. It was 55 years ago 

today that President Truman enunciated 
the doctrine that bears his name. The doc-
trine that constituted, as it was carried out, 
a true turning point in history. It's espe-
cially I think significant as we recall those 
times and those activities in the light of 
the events of last September 11 that were 
recognized just yesterday at the end of the 
six month, after that assault was made on 
America and on the international order, if 
I may say so, that we have come to appre-
ciate and benefit from. 

It was an assault on the lives and the 
livelihood of our people and on peace and 
freedom as the governing principles on 
which our own country should operate on 
and on which the international order 
should be formed. 

I'm going to look back to that time 55 
years ago. I happen to remember it well if 
that tells you something about the calen-
dar. It was February 1947 when this was 
triggered. There had been a terrible winter 
throughout Western Europe. The coun-
tries were still in ruins from the ravages of 
World War II. The economies had been 
shattered and were unable to attain the 
momentum that would be needed to set  

them on a path to prosperity. They could 
not recover. They could not care for their 
citizens. It was a time of desperate need, 
pain and suffering all under the shadow of 
the threat of subjugation by foreign hos-
tile military forces. 

There was in fact deep concern that 
civil society as we knew it would go 
under. That the whole way of life that had 
been attained prior to World War II was 
hanging in the balance and was in jeop-
ardy. There was a concern that a down- 

ward spiral was underway, endangering 
the whole fabric of Western democratic 
civilization that had been developed in the 
millennia since the flowering of Greece. 
So these were overwhelming. 

Britain itself was exhausted from the 
war and the British gave notice to us, the 
Americans, that it was no longer able to 
provide the support needed for Greece 
and Turkey against Soviet Union pres-
sures and demands. They wanted to seize 
and gain control of the Dardanelles. They 
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wanted to obtain a naval base in Greece 
and in Crete that would give them control 
of the Eastern Mediterranean. The situa-
tion was a true crisis, centering on those 
two countries. 

To comprehend the depth and the 
scope of the crisis in Greece, it's neces-
sary I think to look back to World War II 
and specifically to the heroic role that 
Greece had played in that war and to the 
fearful toll that its valiant stand and defi-
ance of Hitler had taken. The story is 
familiar, but it bears repetition. It must not 
be forgotten. 

When the Italians attacked in October 
of 1940, they were fought to the standstill 
by Greek forces and indeed thrown back 
into Albania. Hitler then in April of 1941 
launched a massive attack. Twenty first-
line divisions were committed. They were 
able to overrun Greece and seize Crete 
against stiff and sustained resistance. 

But this campaign delayed Hitler's 
attack on Russia, a delay that very well 
may have tipped the scale against German 
victory in Russia. That delay was every-
thing. The Germans then occupied Greece 
throughout the war, but the resistance 
continued. And Greek shipping in partic-
ular, participated through the war support- 

AHI founder Gene Rossides (left) pictured 
with General Andrew I Goodpaster 

ing the Allied effort but at a heavy cost. 
The trauma did not end with the war. It 

continued during the aftermath. The 
economies, including the economy of 
Greece, were severely damaged. The 
Greek merchant fleet, its world com-
merce, had been greatly reduced. A for-
eign-supported insurgency existed in 
Greece, carried out from Albania, 
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria — and this was 
ongoing. 

And this was the setting for the British 
withdrawal and for the decision of 

President Truman. 
Truman was a strong believer in col-

lective action. It had been vital to winning 
the war against the Nazi Power. His views 
were strongly reinforced and made effec-
tive in the action by General George 
Marshall in the last months of the war. 
After my return from the reception I had 
had from the Germans in Italy, I served 
under General Marshall as a strategic 
planner and it was in that capacity that I 
learned from my immediate superior, the 
army planner under General Marshall, 
that the British had declared their inabili-
ty to continue to provide the absolutely 
essential support that was required in 
order to hold back the Soviet danger. 

Truman was decisive. He immediately 
laid down the direction that our policy 
would follow and that our programs 
would be designed to support. He said, "It 
must be the foreign policy of the United 
States to support free peoples who are 
resisting attempted subjugation by armed 
authorities or by outside pressure." In 
those few words, the United States 
embarked on something that was new in 
times of peace. 

He called on the Congress for funds to 
provide aid and support. I recall we had to 
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George Marshall 

generate some information for 
Undersecretary of State Dean Acheson to 
go up and testify before a Republican-
controlled Senate Committee, Senator 
Vandenburg being the crucial influence at 
that moment. Vandenburg said, "We have 
the succession of requests. President 
Truman has set up the requests for $300 
million (which in those days was a large 

amount). Are we going to have this 
aggression continue, or can't we have 
something consolidated and integrated?" 
Then Secretary Acheson said, "We've 
been talking about that, and thinking 
about it, and we're going to start it." And 
Vandenburg in effect said, "Well, get on 
with it." And he came back and met with 
General Marshall, who was then 
Secretary Marshall. 

And it was Marshall's decision to start 
intensive studies as to just what actions 
would need to be taken. There was a 
familiar quotation by my boss, from 
General Marshall, who had said: "You 
have made a good study of the problem, 
this is a good analysis. Now what can we 
do?" And that's what we turned to at that 
time. 

The Congress had called on the 
Executive Branch for this consolidated, 
forward-looking plan. And the Executive 
Branch had put in train a number of 
efforts, and those led up to the Marshall 
Plan that was presented by Secretary 
Marshall on June 5th at Harvard in 1947. 

It was directed as he described it 
"against privation and hunger and human 
misery." It was focused on Western 
Europe because you had something there  

to build upon. Some of us, myself includ-
ed, had wanted to extend it more widely. 
But then Marshall's decision was that that 
would be too diffuse and it would involve 
such a variety of needs that it would be 
impossible to focus it, to pull it together 
as that needed to be done. 

So, the genius of the Marshall plan was 
that he called on the nations of Europe to 
come together and themselves prepare 
and present a consolidated report and pro-
posal. Meanwhile, from February on and 
as the Marshall Plan unfolded, the pro-
gram for Greece and Turkey was 
launched and went forward. In Greece, 
General Van Fleet led an effort to provide 
training, equipment, advice, and a coher-
ent and cohesive plan of action against the 
attacking threats and forces. 

In 1949, NATO had been formed in 
response to the continuing threat and dan-
ger from the Soviet Union. In Mid-1950, 
after the Communist attack from North 
Korea against South Korea, which we at 
the time thought had been instigated and 
represented a commitment by the Soviet 
Union, the nations of Europe decided to 
move from, as some said, the Treaty as a 
scrap of paper to a force in deed, in place 
in Western Europe. 
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They invited General Eisenhower to 
assume the command. I had the privilege 
of serving as a staff officer with him dur-
ing that time. I recall the statement that he 
made, with some variation, but essential-
ly he said that these many nations, work-
ing together, can accomplish a result 
which if they acted separately would be 
beyond the reach of any or of all. And 
that's where we had some work to do -
in Central Europe, in Northern Europe 
and in the Mediterranean. And early in 
1952, Greece and Turkey, which had not 
been original members of NATO, joined 
at the Lisbon Conference. After that time 
on, the commitment of NATO was to pro-
vide security throughout the Mediter-
ranean area. 

A lot of hard work went ahead, a lot of 
concessions, a lot of close agreements 
that had to be reached in order to form a 
common purpose, to carry out a common 
purpose. But the response was deep seat-
ed, strong and highly successful. At the 
end of about mid-1952, at the time 
General Eisenhower left NATO to engage 
we will say in other pursuits, he made his 
first annual report of south Europe to the 
military committee of NATO and he 
spoke at that time of an expanding spiral 
of strength and confidence. And from that 
moment on, we knew we were on a rising 
trajectory there in Europe. 

It was a historic achievement — the 
rebuilding and recovery of Europe, gener-
ated by the countries and the people them-
selves with the United States participat-
ing, with the United States providing 
often a crucial margin of support to 
enable that process. A collective force in 
being had been created, bringing about 
stable security in its most basic sense 	 
the safety of the people of our countries. 
It was well underway. 

Looking back for just a moment, 
Truman's decisive action was critical. 
There was no equivocation on his part, 
and we owe a great deal to this man who 
had taken the reins of government after 
the death of Franklin Roosevelt. We owe 
a great deal to George Marshall, declared 
by Churchill to be the organizer of victo-
ry, or the architect of victory to World 
War II. 

But he didn't stop there. He initiated 
the Marshall Plan, again described by 
Churchill as the most unsordid act in his- 

tory. It was a turning point. It was a cru-
cial decision and a crucial action on the 
part of the United States. An act of funda-
mental policy had been taken. The United 
States would undergird the security and 
the freedom of friends and allies. 

We think of this — I may just add a 
word — today, after the tragedy of 
September 11. The assault, not only on 
the physical infrastructure of New York 
and of Washington, but on the way of life 
that characterizes the United States. It's 
an assault that our president, again acting 
decisively, has moved us to respond effec-
tively. 

But we have not yet begun to under-
stand the depth of meaning of that assault. 
Some say we have moved into an age of 
disorder, from the complacent, as it now 
appears, the complacent days of the post-
Cold War day. Some say that it's an age of 
turmoil that we have moved in to. We are 
challenged to protect the fabric for which 
our countries 	 the United States, its 
allies, Greece in particular on this special 
day. How do we protect the fabric of sta-
ble security on which the well-being of 
our people so much depends? We don't 
have all the answers. As World War II 
showed, we have the human resources to 
meet the challenges of that dimension. I 
recall President Eisenhower talked about 
his time in North Africa, before the tide 
really turned in World War II, as it was 
turning, and the problems were difficult 
and often contentious. And the work was 
hard. And his answer was, "If the prob-
lems were easy, they wouldn't send such 
good people to deal with them." 

I say this about the events of 
September 11. It is a deep challenge, but 
we've got good people to deal with it. 

Before I close, I'd like to hold up this 
book and tout it. For those of you who 
have not read The Truman Doctrine of 
Aid to Greece: A Fifty Year 
Retrospective, it came out just five years 
ago edited by none other than Gene 
Rossides with an introduction by 
Professor Caraley of Columbia 	 a 
school which Gene has been associated 
with in the past. 

It has been a pleasure to meet with you 
today to recall what was well-done in the 
past and to look ahead at the challenges 
that still lie in front of us. Thank you 
much for your attention. 
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Thalia Assuras was the Master of Ceremonies 
for the gala evening.  
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AHI Celebrates 27th Anniversary 
with Public Service Awards Dinner 

The honorees pictured with several of the evening's speakers. From left Nick Laringakis, Antonis H. Diamataris, Nadia Weinberg, Cong. Frank 
Pallone, Jr, Marilyn Rouvelas, Christos M. Cotsakos, Thalia Assuras, and James Marketos. 

WASHINGTON, DC — A distinguished 
Congressman, an author specializing in 
Hellenic culture and traditions, an accom-
plished and respected publisher, a world-
renowned singer, and a visionary of the e-
commerce and e-finance revolution were the 
dynamic individuals honored on March 2, 
2002 at the American Hellenic Institute's 
(AHI) 27th Anniversary Hellenic Heritage 
Achievement and National Public Service 
Awards Dinner. These five individuals from a 
diversity of professional backgrounds were 
recognized for their talents and contributions 
to the Greek American community. 

The recipient of the Hellenic Heritage 
National Public Service Award for his out-
standing career in public service spanning two 
decades was Congressman Frank Pallone, 
Jr. (D-NJ). 

The Hellenic Heritage Achievement 
Award was presented to: Marilyn Rouvelas 
for her outstanding career as an author, docu-
menting the traditions of the Greek communi-
ty in the U.S.; Antonis H. Diamataris, pub-
lisher of the Greek language newspaper The 
National Herald, for his pioneering career as a 
publisher, devoting his work to promoting 
Hellenism; Nadia Weinberg, for her out- 

standing career as a world-class vocal soloist, 
promoting Greece and its musical culture and 
for her commitment to philanthropy; and 
Christos M. Cotsakos, Chairman and CEO 
for E*TRADE Group, for his outstanding 
entrepreneurial achievements and philan-
thropic service to the Nation and community. 

The gala affair, which was attended by 
more than 350 family members, friends and 
supporters of the AHI from across the country, 
took place at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in 
Washington, D.C. Special 
guests included: Ambassador of 
Cyprus to the U.S. Erato 
Kozakou-Marcoullis; Senator 
and Mrs. Paul S. Sarbanes; Mr. 
Vassilios Costis, representing 
Greece's Ambassador to the 
U.S. Alexander Philon who was 
in Greece; and Maryland State 
Senator Chris Van Hollen. 

Nick Larigakis, AHI 
Executive Director, opened the 
program by welcoming the din-
ner guests and announcing the 
entrance of the Marines of 
Headquarters Battalion for the 
presentation of the colors. The  

(photos by Bill Petros) 

American and Greek national anthems were 
performed by the accomplished opera singer 
Christina Andreou, accompanied on piano by 
Richard Willey. The evening's invocation and 
benediction were delivered by Reverend 
Michael Eaccarino of Saint Katherine Greek 
Orthodox Church in Falls Church, VA. 

As a special tribute to honor the memory of 
the victims of the September 11 tragedy, a 
moment of silence was observed, followed by 
a beautiful medley of patriotic songs to cele- 



Left: Christos M. Cotsakos (on the left of the picture) receiving his award from Mitchell H Caplan. 
Right: Nadia Weinberg receiving her award from Tom Ellis 

Left: Marilyn Rouvelas receiving her award from Professor Moskos 
Right: Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr receiving his award from Savas Tsivicos. 

brate the country's resilience during these 
challenging times. The medley was performed 
by Ms. Andreou and Mr. Danley. 

Following dinner, which was accompanied 
by the music of the band Zephyros, AHI 
founder Gene Rossides briefly previewed 
AHI's activities for 2002. Upcoming events 
highlighted include: a March 12 luncheon  

honoring the 55th Anniversary of the Truman 
Doctrine of Aid to Greece featuring General 
Andrew J. Goodpaster, former Supreme 
Commander of NATO; a Congressional 
Salute to Greek Independence Day on March 
19; the springtime publication of a book on 
U.S. relations with Greece and Cyprus since 
1974; and, in October, AI-II is set to launch the 

"First Annual Conference on Hellenism in 
America." 

Chairman James Marketos opened the 
awards ceremony with his greetings and an 
overview of Allfs accomplishments in 2001. 
Following these remarks, American Hellenic 
Institute Public Affairs Committee (AHIPAC) 
Chairman Nicholas Chimicles introduced 
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Senator Paul Sarbanes (D-MD), on the left, congratulates Antonis H. Diamataris 
on receiving his award. 

Thalia Assuras, recently promoted to the posi-
tion of national correspondent for the "CBS 
Early News," who served as Master of 
Ceremonies for the evening. 

THE EVENING'S HONOREES 
In his acceptance speech, Congressman 

Pallone stressed his advocacy of issues 
regarding Greece and Cyprus and vowed to 
work with his colleagues in Congress towards 
a resolution of the Cyprus issue and to pro-
mote the country's accession to the European 
Union. He also highlighted the critical role 
played by AHI in maintaining Congressional 
awareness of Hellenic issues and the more 
universal themes such as the rule of law which 
these issues represent. He stated: 

"As much as we talk about freedom for 
Cyprus and the other issues that directly relate 
to Cyprus and Greece, the bottom line is that 
[AHI] and the issues that it espouses transcend 
that. [You] are basically saying that Turkey 
and many of the other countries that the 
United States supposedly is friends with — in 
many ways for the wrong reasons — need to 
turn themselves around. Only then can they be 
a good neighbor. Only then can they stand for 
peace. Only then can we see a better world." 

In accepting her award following the 
Congressman, Marilyn Rouvelas similarly 
reflected on the importance of Hellenic values, 
which have served as the basis for Western 
civilization and still resonate today: "We want 

Diamataris, discussed the fundamental need 
for a voice and public archive for the Hellenic 
community here in the United States. This 
voice is embodied in the newspaper which he 
has diligently published for 22 years — The 
National Herald. In Mr. Diamataris' words: 

"It's a rule that it takes a newspaper to 
make a community. A newspaper is the link 
that brings a community together and keeps it 
together. It brings the news, tells the story, the 
successes and the failures, the good and the 
bad. Somebody has to tell the story of Greek 
America, and somebody has to bring Greek 
Americans the story of the rest of the Hellenic 
world. This is our job. This is the job of 
Ethnikos Keryx, of The National Herald.... 
We will continue telling the stories for many 
more years to come, compiling a written 
record of a proud historic people in a great and 
free land." 

Nadia Weinberg, the evening's fourth 
honoree, discussed the roots of the artistic 
inspiration that has propelled her successful 
singing career. These roots are her rich culture. 
She noted: "The greatest gift that I've received 
is the spiritual and cultural heritage that my 
parents gave to me. It enriched my life, it made 
me who I am, and I am very proud to be three 
pieces — Greek, American and Jewish." Ms. 
Weinberg also noted that "the most wonderful 
thing about this country is that it honored us by 
making us American citizens without depriv-
ing us the great pride and joy in being Greek, 
or Jewish, or Italian." 

The final honoree receiving an award for 

everyone to understand the universality and 
the timelessness of Hellenism and that they 
can also be a part of it." Mrs. Rouvelas was 
greatly influenced by the Greek culture 
through her marriage to Manny Rouvelas. 
This lifetime experience inspired her best-sell-
ing book, A Guide to Greek Traditions and 
Customs in America, which has become a 
popular standard reference that explains 
Hellenic and Orthodox traditions. 

The next honoree, Antonis H. 
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and for the daily Kathimerini (for Ms. 
Weinberg); and Mr. Mitchell H. Caplan, 
Managing Director, North America and 
Chief Financial Products Officer for 
E*TRADE Group (for Mr. Cotsakos). 

In their remarks, the introducers praised 
the honorees both for their outstanding per-
sonal accomplishments and for the service 
they have rendered to their communities and 
to the cause of Hellenism. 

Former Honorees attending the event 
included: Dr. Stamatis Krimigis; Dr. Ted 
Lyras; Ms. Dora Hancock, former President 

Hellenic American Women's Council 
(HAWC); Mr. David Weinberg; Ms. Angene 
Rafferty; and Ms. Dena Clark. 

Other notable guests included: Mr. 
Andreas Pericli, President, Pan-Cyprian 
Association the Greater Metropolitan 
Washington area; Ms. Rozana Papadopou-
los, General Manager of Zephyr 
Publications and Odyssey Magazine; Mr. 
Donald Neese, Director for Western Europe, 
Lockheed Martin, led a delegation of com-
pany executives; and Mr. James Lagos, a 
major Hellenic House benefactor. 

Nadia Weinberg performing 
at A HI-sponsored concert, 

the evening was Christos Cotsakos. Mr. 
Cotsakos reflected on the crucial role played 
by the various influences and individuals 
encountered throughout a person's lifetime -
parents, family, friends, colleagues — in driving 
that person to success. He stated poignantly: 

"If I've learned anything in my short life 
of 53 years, it's that to be successful is to 
help other people be more successful than 
you. Much like the generation before us 
gave us the ability with those wings to fly, it 
is now our responsibility to give the next 
generation their wings so that we can have in 
this great American and Hellenic culture 
duty, honor, country, family and communi- 
ty." 

The Honorees were introduced by friends 
and associates with distinguished records in 
their own professional fields: Mr. Savas 
Tsivicos, President and owner of Paphian 
Enterprises, Inc. and former Chairman of 
AHIPAC (for Congressman Pallone);_ 
Professor Charles Moskos, Professor of 
sociology at Northwestern University in 
Evanston, IL and currently a visiting scholar 
at the Woodrow Wilson International Center 
(for Mrs. Rouvelas); Professor Nickolaos A. 
Stavrou, Graduate Professor of International 
Affairs and Political Science at Howard 
University in Washington, D.C. (for Mr. 
Diamataris); Mr. Tom Ellis, Washington 
Bureau Chief for ANTENNA TV and the 
Athens News Agency, and U.S. correspon-
dent for the Deutschewelle's Greek Service 
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The Greek Children's 
Fund Donation 
To Schneider 

Children's Hospital 
New Hyde Park, NY - The Greek Children's Fund recently held a 

press conference at Schneider Children's Hospital - Long Island Jew-
ish Medical Center. At this event, the Greek Children's Fund commit-
tee presented a donation of $100,000 to Dr. Philip Lanzkowsky, Chief 
of Staff of Schneider Children's Hospital. Dr. Lanzkowsky accepted 
the donation on behalf of the Greek Children's Fund at Schneider 
Children's Hospital. The donation is comprised of the net proceeds 
from the Fund's annual dinner dance on December 7, 2001. 

"This is an important event because it is the culmination of our 
diligent fund raising efforts during the latter half of 2001," said Sam 
Matthews, president of the Greek Children's Fund. "We are planning 
to make 2002 another thriving fund raising year in order to help as 
many children and their families as possible." 

The Greek Children's Fund established a relationship with 
Schneider Children's Hospital in October 1998 to assist children and 
their families with life threatening diseases that are from Greece, 
Cyprus or of Greek descent. The press conference was an example of 
the commitment that the Greek Children's Fund has to helping the 
Greek-American, Greek and Cypriot population at Schneider's. Since 
1998, the Fund has assisted an excess of 200 patients and their fami-
lies treated there. 

"We thank Schneider Children's Hospital for all of their support 
and cooperation" stated President Matthews. "We look forward to 
working with them to enhance the lives of children with life threaten-
ing illnesses and their families for many years to come." 

For more information regarding the Greek Children's Fund, con-
tact Sam Matthews (201) 907-5090. 

Archons Honored 
Mr. & Mrs. George Bush 

Former President George Bush and Mrs. Barbara Bush were hon-
ored last month as the recipients of the Archbishop Athenagoras 
Award for 2002. Archbishop Demetrios, Patriarch Bartholomew 
and Dr. Anthony Limberakis, National commander of the Order 
of St. Andrew. The annual Banquet of the Archons attracted more 

than 1,300 people at the New York Hilton. (Photo by Dimitrios 

Panagos) 
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W. Sloane's Role 
in the Revival 
Of the Modern 
Olympics in1896 
By ORESTES VARVITSIOTES 

T he revival of the Olympic Games is credited, rightly, to 
the dedicated determination and unceasing efforts of the 
	 social critic, journalist, historian and French patriot and 

aristocrat, Baron Pierre de Coubertin, but very little is known 
about his collaborators from other countries whose assistance 
and support contributed to becoming the revival a reality, and 
especially his lieutenant, Professor William Sloane of 
Princeton. 

Actually, the Americans entered the picture quite early in 
Coubertin's scheme of things, when he arranged for a demon-
stration by an American rowing team at the Bois de Boulonge 
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in 1891 and, through the good offices of the American 
Ambassador in Paris, he secured the presence at the event of the 
son and daughter of President Harrison as spectators. By this 
time, Coubertin had expanded his vision of physical education 
and sports competition from a local, provincial into an interna-
tional event. He envisioned sports as a way to promote peace 
among nations. In a "jubilee" he organized in 1892 to publicize 
his vision, he stated: "There are people who talk about the elim-
ination of war; those who treat these people as utopians are not 
wrong. But there are others who talk about the progressive 
diminution of the chances of war and don't see that as utopian 
at all. It is clear that the telegraph, railroads, the telephone, ded-
icated research congresses and expositions have done more for 
peace than all the treaties and diplomatic conventions. Indeed, I 
expect that athleticism will do even more." 

Now that the cat was let out of the bag, Coubertin had to find 
collaborators in other countries; thus, he began to plan for an 
international meeting of sports aficionados. At the same time, 
he arranged for a rowing race in October 1892 at Andresy on the 
Seine where the French team defeated an English team of row-
ers. Then a French team was invited to compete at Henley, 
England, in the summer of 1893. These events were very cru-
cial to Coubertin's efforts because in England, as in America, 
sports and sports events had become quite popular and presti-
gious. 

When Coubertin visited the United States in the fall of 1893 
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Paintings by Nicholas Gyzis 

as an official representative of the French Third Republic to the 
World's Columbian Exposition (commonly known as World's 
Fair) in Chicago, he took the opportunity to travel extensively 
around the country: he was invited to speak at Tulane 
University, the University of California at Berkley and at 
Princeton. It was at Princeton that he found a soul mate in 
Professor William Milligan Sloane, a fellow historian, who at 
the time was completing a four volume biography of Napoleon. 

More importantly, Sloane was supportive of the sports 
"craze" that was developing in the United States, as it was 
spilling over from England. He also arranged for Coubertin to 
speak at the University Club in New York, but his listeners there 
did not give Coubertin or his ideas much of a chance. On his 
way back to France, he stopped by in London and at a dinner in 
the Sports Club he expounded on his Olympics vision. 

In England for almost a century there were athletic activities 
and festivals called Olympian Games. In 1849, a philhellene, 
Dr. William P. Brooks, staged "Olympic Games" in a grassy 
valley near the town of Wenlock in Shropshire. By the 1890s, 
there was considerable discussion in England about an "Anglo-
Saxon Olympiad". Even (later Lord) George Curzon got 
involved. Wrote he: "I do not in the least demur to the compar-
ison with the Olympian Games and other Hellenic contests. It is 
the same spirit of emulous but friendly rivalry, of absorbing 
popular interest, and of patriotism that you want to excite, and 
that should be stimulated in a far greater degree among a peo-
ple of an empire that covers the globe than it ever was amid the 
dependencies of a small nation restricted to the Mediterranean." 

Therefore, it comes as sort of a surprise that Coubertin's 
Olympics vision did not stir much of an interest during his visit 
to London. 

Upon his return to Paris, Coubertin, undeterred, designed a 

Greek-American Review /April 200236 

circular by which he announced that 
a sports congress would take place in 
Paris from June 16 through June 24, 
1894. On its letterhead appeared a 
list of officers: Professor William 
Sloane from Princeton, Mr. Herbert 
from London, Captain Viktor Balck 
from Sweden and Franz Kemeny 
from Hungary. He proposed a ten 
point program for discussion at the 
congress, the last three points of 
which were to deal with the Olympic 
Games, as follows: Reestablishing 
the Games; what sports to include, 
and the formation of an international 
committee to organize them. 

On January 1894, he sent out the 
circular to all athletic clubs he had 
addresses for, but he lacked connec-
tions in several countries, including 
Holland, Switzerland and even 
Germany. (Finally, through the 
German embassy in Paris he tried to 

obtain the names of German sports 
clubs. In the end, a German living in London, Baron von 
Rieffenstein, showed up at the conference.) In addition, because 
at the time there was a disagreement as to what constituted 



sports and what gymnastics, and the relationship of the two to 
each other, he met with stringent opposition of the gymnasts 
and the open denunciation of his efforts by the Belgians. 

Nonetheless, the event took place as scheduled at the 
Sorbonne, and was described on the official invitations as the 
"Congress for the Reestablishment of the Olympic Games". 
Coubertin would later refer to this beginning of the Olympic 
movement as the "Congress of the Sorbonne". Among the sev-
enty-nine delegates present was a representative from Greece, 
Demetrios Bikelas, who would play a crucial role in selecting 
Athens as the place to hold the First Olympics, and in their 
preparation. 

Bikelas, like Coubertin and Sloane, was a historian, and his 
works on Byzantium and medieval Greece were known to the 
French and the English through translations. He was also a nov-
elist. Shrewdly, Coubertin made Bikelas head of the commis-
sion on Olympism, and Sloan the vice-president. 

On the basis of an article by Coubertin in the June issue of 
the Revue de Paris, the committee adopted the following prin-
ciples: 

1. As in Antiquity, the Games would take place every four 
years. 

2. The new Olympics, unlike the ancient ones, would be 
international in scope, and the sport events of the current times. 

3. Only adults would participate in the Games. 
4. The definition of "amateur" would be strictly defined and 

enforced, and there will be no monetary prizes. Money will be 
used only for the preparation of the events, construction of the 
facilities and the organization of festivities. 

5. The Games must be "ambulatory", itinerant, as they are 
very expensive to be held permanently in only one country. 

To forge this program and make it a reality, an International 
Olympics Committee (IOC) was constituted; its members were 
to propagate the adopted Olympic principles to their own coun-
tries. Bikelas was elected as its president, and Sloane, Balck and 
some others whom Coubertin had recommended, sometimes 
without their knowledge or interest, as its members. Thus, 
things were moving quite nicely, with Sloan waging an aggres-
sive public relations campaign among the delegates, arousing 
their enthusiasm and reconfirming their commitment. 
Stockholm was touted as a possible site for the first games, 
although it was a common secret that Coubertin would proba-
bly recommend Paris as the site of the Games during the 1900 
planned Universal Exposition there. Unexpectedly, however, 
Professor Michel Breal, a friend of Coubertin and a classicist, 
created a stir when he offered a silver cup as trophy for the 
"Marathon race", an event he proposed for the first modern 
Olympics. Bikelas, probably prodded by Coubertin, seized the 
moment and proposed that Athens should be the site of the first 
modern Olympics. In fact, Evangelos Zappas had already 
organized such games under the name of Olympias, his own 
version of the revival of the Olympic Games in Athens. In 1858, 
he provided an endowment to King Otho for "the restoration of 
the Olympic Games, to be celebrated every four years, follow-
ing the precepts of the ancient Greeks, our ancestors" and he 
launched the first games in 1859. Though not in four year inter-
vals, nonetheless there were games in 1870, 1875 and 1888. So  

there was already some sort of tradition in Greece in modern 
Olympics. And, of course, wasn't Greece the place that gave 
birth to the Olympic Games in the first place? Moreover, King 
George I of Greece had already sent a telegram to the congress, 
expressing his gratitude "for the reestablishment of the Olympic 
Games". After a brief, initial hesitation, the motion was carried 
unanimously: the rebirth of the Olympic Games would take 
place in Athens in March 25 (April 6), 1896. 

With just a little over a year and one half left before the 
Games, Greece officially bankrupt, Prime Minister, Charilaos 
Tricoupes, having ruled against their taking place in Athens and 
the city having no stadium and no facilities to host the games, 
the organization and preparation of the Games would prove a 
Herculean task for the Greeks. However, they pulled it off 
somehow; and because of their resounding success in Athens, 
the Games became a permanent feature in world sports, the 
most prestigious global sports event. How the Greeks managed 
it, that's another story. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. The First Modern Olympics, by Richard 
D. Mandell: University of California Press, 1976; Coubertin 
One Hundred Years Ago: His Second American Visit in 1893, by 
John A. Lucas in Olympika: The International Journal of 
Olympic Studies, Volume II, 1993; The Encyclopedia 
Britannica, w. Olympics, and various Web sites on the Internet. 
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TO THE FAMILIES 
AND FRIENDS OF 9-11-01 

Written by Dean Vafiadis and Jimmy Santis 

The one's we lost we can't forget and in our hearts they live forever 
The memories and love we shared will always hold us all together 

The smoke and ash has cleared and there are no more crowds 
What's left are broken dreams that went up in the. Clouds 
In their memory we fight for freedom 

Now it's time to rise together 
Liberty and truth will light our flame 
Time will heal our wounds and sorrow 
Our love endures and always keeps us strong 
And in the hearts and souls of all our heroes 
We see the light of our dream shining 
Through it all our flag is flying 
For the world there is no denying 
We believe in God 
We will survive 

The things we do from this day on, in our minds we'll think and ponder 
The volunteers, the selfless help, the reaching out is all a wonder 

As sudden of our dreams and hopes were cast aside 
We reached inside ourselves and found our faith and pride 
United we will stand the test of time 

Hands we hold with one another 
Peace and glory waits upon us all 
Tomorrow brings a new beginning 
As our children carry on their way 
And in their hearts their innocence is calling 
We see the light of our dream shining 
Through it all our flag is flying 
For the world there is no denying 
We believe in God 
We will survive 

Time will heal our wounds and sorrow 
Our love endures and always keeps us strong 
And in the hearts and souls of all our heroes 
We see the light of our dream shining 
Through it all our flag is flying 
For the world there is no denying 
We believe in God 
We will survive 
With all our Faith, we will survive 
Forever one, we will survive 
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THE VIEW 
From Where1Y R"kwairnnl 

'Though nominations for this year's recipients of the Ellis 
1 Island Medals of Honor Awards are still on-going, a partial 

list of those who will be accepting the award Saturday, May 11, 
2002 in the great Hall on Ellis Island has been made available 
through the National Ethnic Coalition of Organizations 
(NECO). Established in 1986 by NECO, Ellis Island Medals of 
Honor pay tribute to the ancestry groups that comprise 
America's unique cultural mosaic. To date, some 1400 ethnic 
American citizens and native Americans have received it, said 
NECO chairman William Denis Fugazy who made the 
announcement of the upcoming event..... 

Among this year's recipients are Dean Spanos, president of 
the San Diego Chargers, the honorable Dean Skelos, N.Y. 

State Senate Deputy Majority Leader and Michael Sotirhos US 
Ambassador, retired. Also receiving the award are Elias S. 
Adamopoulos, MD, president of Piraeus Realty Corporation, 
Stephen Cherpelis, CEO of Stephen Cherpelis Enterprises, Inc. 
George Gialamas , president & CEO of Gialamas Company, 
Gust Kraras, President & CEO of KCK & GCM, Inc., Louis 
Nicozisis, President of NICO Properties Group, Vasilia Pappas, 
Director of the Hellenic Cardiac Fund for Children's Hospital, 
and John Rakkou, President & CEO of Interbank of NY 	 

Two Metropolitans and a number of Bishops of the Church 
1 of Greece comprise the Synodical Committee which has 

been invited to the Vatican early in March, attending a number 
of conferences, and particularly the works of the Pontifical 
Conference for the advancement Christian Unity. Many crucial 
issues concerning the two Churches and the world at large 
were being discussed during the meetings, among them the 
attempted de-christianization of the Old Continent (Europe), 
the plague of drugs, the rapid developments of biotechnology 
and its moral repercussions, the decline of the family as a unit, 
terrorism and scores of others. At the conclusion of the Vatican 
Conference, the Delegation of the Church of Greece has offi-
cially invited Catholicism to participate in the InterFaith 
Confab to take place in Athens next September, and the invita-
tion was accepted by Monsignor Toran, Secretary of the 
Vatican State. The purpose of this upcoming Confab is to clear-
ly define each of the three monotheistic faith's position vis-a-
vis Terrorism..... 

F cumenical Patriarch Bartholomew was here last month on a 
i six day visit and was welcomed at Andrews Air Force Base 

by a number of dignitaries, both American and Hellenes. 
Among those who greeted him were His Eminence Archbishop 
Demetrios of America, Lawrence Dunham, Assistant Chief of 
Protocol for the Department of State, Senator Paul Sarbanes, 
Andrew Natsios, Administrator for the US Agency for 

International Development who welcomed the Patriarch on 
behalf of President Bush, as well as Greek Embassy and 
Archdiocesan dignitaries. In the Patriarch itinerary were visits 
to several churches, the Onassis Center during the Maginas 
photograph collection inauguration, Ground Zero for a memo-
rial service and the Order of St. Andrew Banquet where he 
officiated in the presentation of the Athenagoras Human Rights 
Award to former President and former First Lady, George and 
Barbara Bush 	 

The E*Trade office complex on Madison Avenue and 55th 
Street was abuzz with chatty people during a private party 

splashed by some socialites to celebrate the latest issue of 
Black Tie Magazine. Though E*Trade's CEO is none other 
than Christos Cotsakos, the Hellenes attending the party were 
few. Vassia Filiotis was one, Angela Pieter (nee Mostayos) was 
another who was there with Colonel Lombardi, and yours truly 
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to be sure, since I count among the magazine's writers..... 

There's no doubt about it that the 2002 social and cultural season 
will be something to remember, but because of space con-

straints all we can do is highlight some of the events which took 
place, may of them at the Onassis Cultural Center, Alice Tully Hall, 
Town Hall Institute Cervantes, the Foundation for Hellenic Culture 
and other centers. The Alice Tully Hall hosted on March 11 pianist 
Alexandros Kapelis who was joined by musicians of the New York 
Philharmonic in a concert in Memoriam for Greek pianist Gina 
Bachauer, in a program of classic music that constitutes a remem-
brance of her life, spirit, music and humanity. It was comprised by 
pieces by Bach, Mozart, Rachmaninoff and Shostakovich. The 
piano used in that program was performed on by Gina Bachauer 
herself during her 1953 and 1955 London recitals after it has been 
fully restored so that it can be an important part of this year's 
Bachauer commemoration.....The A.Onassis Public benefit 
Foundation (USA), in cooperation with the World Music Institute 
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presented a two-day event on March 13 and 14, which was repeat-
ed in reverse order at Town Hall over that very same weekend. The 
Onassis performance of March 13 was a Tribute to the Greek 
Speaking Culture of Southern Italy, Grecia Salentina, with a docu-
mentary of the Bridges of the Ionian Sea by Dimitri Mavrikios and 
a lecture on Grecia Salentina by Isabella Bernardini and a live 
Concert. The event at Town Hall on Saturday March 16 repeated 
the music part of the program, highlighting the music of Karpathos 
via the Zografidis Ensemble and the Akrites Dance Troupe. The 
Akrites Troupe also participated in the Cyprus segment of Michalis 
Tterlika and his ensemble with special guest Pieris Pieretis. Then 
the Ghetonia Enseble performed the Grecia Salentina segment 
inclusing L'Aria de lu Trainu and Malia..... 

rrhe March 14 event at the Onassis Center of Music in the 
1 Aegean Sea through the Ages with the lecture by professor 

Lambros Liavas, was presented at Town Hall on Friday, March 15 
with the music of Nikos Ikonomidis and the Keros Music emsem-
ble, which included vocals, instrumentals from oud to santouri and 
the choreography of the Akrites Dance Troupe... Sunday night 
Town Hall treated the audience to a Tribute to the Bouzouki, from 
Rebetika to Theodorakis.... 

On the other hand the Cypriot Consulate, at the initiative of 
Consul General Vasilios Philippou, with the cooperation of 

Consul General of Spain Emilio Cassinello and the Director of 
the Instituto Cervantes, Dr. Antonio Garrido, organized on Friday, 
March 22, a presentation of the bilingual edition of the Complete 
Poetry Works in Spanish and Greek, of Cesar Vallejo, with trans-
lation and comments by the known author Rigas Kappatos. Also 
presented that night was an anthology prepared by Pedro Lastra 
and Kappatos of the 100 best love poems of the Castilian lan-
guage, as well as a translation by Kappatos of the poems by 
Pedro Lastra. The presentation was followed by a reception, 
which was the case the March 26 cultural event at the Chian 
Federation dedicated to Cypriot Poet Costas Montis, and 
enhanced by the music and songs of Gregory Maninakis. This 
event was organized also at the initiative of Consul General and 
Mrs Philippou, in collaboration with the Cyprus Federation and 
the Greek American Chamber of Commerce, NJ, plus the 
International Coordinating Committee Justice For Cyprus.... A 
third event on Monday, April 1, was coordinated by the Cunsulate 
General of Cyprus in collaboration with the Hellenic American 
Chamber of Commerce, the Cyprus US Chamber of Commerce 
and the Foundation for Hellenic Culture and it involved the 
exhibit of photographs of the Capital City of Cyprus, Nicosia. 
The mayor of the capital,the honorable Michael Zampelas was on 
hand to open the exhibit 	 

One of the statements to the police after masseur Vasilios 
Vasiliu was arrested after a complaint that a 22 year-old 

woman lodged that she was the victim of sexual abuse, was that 
"he felt it was odd" the woman did not tip him. It certainly adds 
insult to injury, but Vasilios who worked as a professional masseur 
for Manhasset's Greenhouse Spa is being sued for $3 mil- 
lion 	Zach Galifianakis is the late night talk show host for 
TNN Cable 	 
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Three New Bishops Elected 

Bishop-elect Andonios 
	

Bishop-elec Gerasimos 
	

Bishop-elect Savas 

The Ecumenical Patriarchate, upon rec-
ommendation of the Archdiocese Eparchial 
Synod, elected three American clergymen 
to the rank of assistant bishop to Archbishop 
Demetrios. 

The Very Rev. Archimandrite Savas 
Zembillas, Archdeacon Gerasimos 
Michaleas and the Very Rev. Archimandrite 
Andonios Paropoulos were ordained last 
month. 

Bishop-elect Gerasimos Michaleas is for 
many years the Archdeacon and assistant 
to the president of Hellenic College/Holy 
Cross, and recently appointed chief secre-
tary of the Archdiocese Eparchial Synod. 

Bishop-elect Andonios Paropoulos is di-
rector of St. Michael's Home for the Aged 
and of the newly created Archdiocesan De-
partment of Philanthropy. 

Greek Writers 
on Amazon.com  

Amazon.com, the world's largest online 
shopping site and major book-seller an-
nounces that author Basil Douros 
(CARVED IN STONE The Greek Heri-
tage) has been installed in the top ten of 
excellent modem Greek authors by Elias 
Minakakis. http://www.amazon.com  10/28/ 
01. Two other lists sponsored by Amazon 
selected Award winning novel "Carved in 
Stone" in the upper percentile of the cat-
egory of Greek experiences, biographies 
and the Greek diaspora in America. 

Philhellene Katerina of Amazing Greek 
biographies 8 selections. Greekophile Ms. 
Kym Maree Muller's 25 selections. 

"Carved In Stone" captured the spirit of 
Greek immigration. (Ca.Gov.Gray Davis). 

"Carved in Stone" is a book to be read 
again and again. (Hellenic Communica-
tions, Chicago Star, New York Review, Hel-
lenic Chronicle, Hellenic Journal, Sophia 
Nibi. Book of The Year 1999-2000 Sacra-
mento Publishers Association). 
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Six Months After September 11th 
MORE DANGERS AND SACRIFICES LIE AHEAD. YET, AMERICA IS PREPARED. 

Following are remarks by President George W Bush at the White 
House, on the occasion of the six-month anniversary of the September 
11th attacks. Present were diplomatic representatives of the coalition 
fighting terrorism, members of Congress, the Cabinet, the Supreme 
Court nad representatives of the American Armed Forces. The 
President reiterated our nation's determination to continue fighting ter-
rorism all over the world, referred to the achievements of the last six 
months and warned that more sacrifices lie ahead. The American peo-
ple recognize this fact and they overwhelmingly support the need to go 
after all terrorists and against those supporting them, to protect this 
country. Following are Mr Bush's remarks: 

We have come together to mark 
a terrible day, to reaffirm a 
just and vital cause, and to 

thank the many nations that share our 
resolve and will share our common vic-
tory. 

Six months separate us from 
September the 11th. Yet, for the families 
of the lost, each day brings new pain; 
each day requires new courage. Your 
grace and strength have been an example 
to our nation. America will not forget the 
lives that were taken, and the justice 
their death requires. 

We face an enemy of ruthless ambi-
tion, unconstrained by law or morality. 
The terrorists despise other religions and  

have defiled their own. And they are 
determined to expand the scale and 
scope of their murder. The terror that tar-
geted New York and Washington could 
next strike any center of civilization. 
Against such an enemy, there is no 
immunity, and there can be no neutrality. 

Many nations and many families have 
lived in the shadows of terrorism for 
decades -- enduring years of mindless 
and merciless killing. September the 
11th was not the beginning of global ter-
ror, but it was the beginning of the 
world's concerted response. History will 
know that day not only as a day of 
tragedy, but as a day of decision -- when 
the civilized world was stirred to anger 

and to action. And the terrorists 
remember September 1 1 th as the 
their reckoning began. 

A mighty coalition of civilized 
nations is now defending our common 
security. Terrorist assets have been 

will 
day 

Greek-American Review/April 2002 43 



frozen. Terrorist front groups have been 
exposed. A terrorist regime has been top-
pled from power. Terrorist plots have 
been unraveled, from Spain to 
Singapore. And thousands of terrorists 
have been brought to justice, are in 
prison, or are running in fear of their 
lives. 

With us today are representatives 
from many of our partners in this great 
work, and were proud to display their 
flags at the White House this morning. 
From the contributions these nations 
have made -- some well known, others 
not -- I am honored to extend the deepest 
gratitude of the people of the United 
States. 

The power and vitality of our coali-
tion have been proven in Afghanistan. 
More than half of the forces now assist-
ing the heroic Afghan fighters, or pro-
viding security in Kabul, are from coun-
tries other than the United States. There 
are many examples of commitment: our 
good ally, France, has deployed nearly 
one-fourth of its navy to support 

Operation Enduring Freedom, and Great 
Britain has sent its largest naval task 
force in 20 years. British and American 
special operations forces have fought 
beside teams from Australia, and 
Canada, Norway, Denmark and 
Germany. In total, 17 nations have forces 
deployed in the region. And we could not 
have done our work without critical sup-
port from countries, particularly like 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan. 

Japanese destroyers are refueling 
coalition ships in the Indian Ocean. The 
Turkish air force has refueled American 
planes. Afghans are receiving treatment 
in hospitals built by Russians, 
Jordanians, Spanish, and have received 
supplies and help from South Korea. 

Nations in our coalition have shared 
in the responsibilities and sacrifices of 
our cause. On the day before September 
the 11th, I met with Prime Minister John 
Howard of Australia, who spoke of the 
common beliefs and shared affection of 
our two countries. We could not have 
known that bond was about to be proven  

again in war, and we could not have 
known its human cost. Last month, 
Sergeant Andrew Russell of the 
Australian Special Air Service, died in 
Afghanistan. He left behind his wife, 
Kylie, and their daughter, Leisa, just 11 
days old. Friends said of Sergeant 
Russell, "You could rely on him never to 
let you down." 

This young man, and many like him, 
have not let us down. Each life taken 
from us is a terrible loss. We have lost 
young people from Germany, and 
Denmark, and Afghanistan, and 
America. We mourn each one. And for 
their bravery in a noble cause, we honor 
them. 

Part of that cause was to liberate the 
Afghan people from terrorist occupation, 
and we did so. Next week, the schools 
reopen in Afghanistan. They will be open 
to all -- and many young girls will go to 
school for the first time in their young 
lives. Afghanistan has many difficult 
challenges ahead -- and, yet, we've avert-
ed mass starvation, begun clearing mine 
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fields, rebuilding roads and improving 
health care. In Kabul, a friendly govern-
ment is now an essential member of the 
coalition against terror. 

Now that the Taliban are gone and al 
Qaeda has lost its home base for terror-
ism, we have entered the second stage of 
the war on terror -- a sustained campaign 
to deny sanctuary to terrorists who 
would threaten our citizens from any-
where in the world. 

In Afghanistan, hundreds of trained 
killers are now dead. Many have been 
captured. Others are still on the run, hop-
ing to strike again. These terrorist fight-
ers are the most committed, the most 
dangerous, and the least likely to surren-
der. They are trying to regroup, and we'll 
stop them. For five months in 
Afghanistan, our coalition has been 
patient and relentless. And more patience 
and more courage will be required. We're 
fighting a fierce battle in the Shah-i-kot 
Mountains, and we're winning. Yet, it 
will not be the last battle in Afghanistan. 
And there will be other battles beyond 
that nation. 

For terrorists fleeing Afghanistan --
for any terrorist looking for a base of  

operations, there must be no refuge, no 
safe haven. By driving terrorists from 
place to place, we disrupt the planning 
and training for further attacks on 
America and the civilized world. Every 
terrorist must be made to live as an inter-
national fugitive, with no place to settle 
or organize, no place to hide, no govern-
ments to hide behind, and not even a safe 
place to sleep. 

I have set a clear policy in the second 
stage of the war on terror: America 
encourages and expects governments 
everywhere to help remove the terrorist 
parasites that threaten their own coun-
tries and peace of the world. If govern-
ments need training, or resources to meet 
this commitment, America will help. 

We are helping right now in the 
Philippines, where terrorists with links to 
al Qaeda are trying to seize the southern 
part of the country to establish a militant 
regime. They are oppressing local peo-
ples, and have kidnapped both American 
and Filipino citizens. America has sent 
more than 500 troops to train Philippine 
forces. We stand with President Arroyo, 
who is courageously opposing the threat 
of terror. 

In the Republic of Georgia, terrorists 
working closely with al Qaeda operate in 
the Pankisi Gorge near the Russian bor-
der. At President Shevardnadze's request, 
the United States is planning to send up 
to 150 military trainers to prepare 
Georgian soldiers to reestablish control 
in this lawless region. This temporary 
assistance serves the interests of both our 
countries. 

In Yemen, we are working to avert the 
possibility of another Afghanistan. Many 
al Qaeda recruits come from near the 
Yemen-Saudi Arabian border, and al 
Qaeda may try to reconstitute itself in 
remote corners of that region. President 
Saleh has assured me that he is commit-
ted to confronting this danger. We will 
help Yemeni forces with both training 
and equipment to prevent that land from 
becoming a haven for terrorists. 

In the current stage of the war, our 
coalition is opposing not a nation, but a 
network. Victory will come over time, as 
that network is patiently and steadily dis-
mantled. This will require international 
cooperation on a number of fronts: diplo-
matic, financial and military. We will not 
send American troops to every battle, but 
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America will actively prepare other 
nations for the battles ahead. This mis-
sion will end when the work is finished -
- when terror networks of global reach 
have been defeated. The havens and 
training camps of terror are a threat to 
our lives and to our way of life, and they 
will be destroyed. 

At the same time, every nation in our 
coalition must take seriously the growing 
threat of terror on a catastrophic scale --
terror armed with biological, chemical, or 
nuclear weapons. America is now consult-
ing with friends and allies about this great-
est of dangers, and we're determined to 
confront it. 

Here is what we already know: some 
states that sponsor terror are seeking or 
already possess weapons of mass destruc-
tion; terrorist groups are hungry for these 
weapons, and would use them without a 
hint of conscience. And we know that 
these weapons, in the hands of terrorists, 
would unleash blackmail and genocide 
and chaos. 

These facts cannot be denied, and must 
be confronted. In preventing the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction, there is no 
margin for error, and no chance to learn  

from mistakes. Our coalition must act 
deliberately, but inaction is not an option. 
Men with no respect for life must never be 
allowed to control the ultimate instru-
ments of death. 

Gathered here today, we are six months 
along -- a short time in a long struggle. 
And our war on terror will be judged by its 
finish, not by its start. More dangers and 
sacrifices lie ahead. Yet, America is pre-
pared. Our resolve has only grown, 
because we remember. We remember the 
horror and heroism of that morning -- the 
death of children on a field trip, the resist-
ance of passengers on a doomed airplane, 
the courage of rescuers who died with 
strangers they were trying to save. And we 
remember the video images of terrorists 
who laughed at our loss. 

Every civilized nation has a part in 
this struggle, because every civilized 
nation has a stake in its outcome. There 
can be no peace in a world where differ-
ences and grievances become an excuse 
to target the innocent for murder. In 
fighting terror, we fight for the condi-
tions that will make lasting peace possi-
ble. We fight for lawful change against 
chaotic violence, for human choice  

against coercion and cruelty, and for the 
dignity and goodness of every life. 

Every nation should know that, for 
America, the war on terror is not just a 
policy, it's a pledge. I will not relent in 
this struggle for the freedom and securi-
ty of my country and the civilized world. 

And we'll succeed. There will be a 
day when the organized threat against 
America, our friends and allies is bro-
ken. And when the terrorists are disrupt-
ed and scattered and discredited, many 
old conflicts will appear in a new light -
- without the constant fear and cycle of 
bitterness that terrorists spread with their 
violence. We will see then that the old 
and serious disputes can be settled with-
in the bounds of reason, and goodwill, 
and mutual security. I see a peaceful 
world beyond the war on terror, and with 
courage and unity, we are building that 
world together. 

Any nation that makes an unequivocal 
commitment against terror can join this 
cause. Every nation of goodwill is wel-
come. And, together, we will face the 
peril of our moment, and seize the prom-
ise of our times. 

May God bless our coalition. 
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Hellenic Times 
Scholarship Gala 

N
W YORK: The Hellenic Times 

Scholarship Fund will honor Jim 
Gianopulos, Chairman of Fox 

Filmed Entertainment, and actress Elizabeth 
Perkins (star of the hit films "Big, The 
Flintstones" and "Cats & Dogs") at the 1 1 th 
Annual Hellenic Times Scholarship Fund 
"Springtime in New York" Gala at the New 
York Hilton Hotel on Friday, May 10, 2002. 
The HTSF is also pleased to welcome singing 
sensation Ms. Gloria Gaynor who will enter-
tain the crowd with a live concert appearance 
singing all of her hits including the Grammy 
award winning "I Will Survive." 

Over 1200 guests are expected to attend 
and returning as Scholarship presenters this 
year will be many past honorees including 
CBS Anchorman Ernie Anastos, John 
Aniston of Days of Our Lives, Humanitarian 
Tita Scandalis-Monti and Judge Nicholas 
Tsoucalas, among others. Up to $150,000 in 
scholarships will be awarded to students from 
across the United States. The event will also 
feature a Silent Auction and a Casino includ-
ing blackjack, roulette, craps, and wheels of 
fortune where players can win prizes includ-
ing vacations, dinner certificates, jewelry, and 
more. 

The HTSF is proud to honor Jim 
Gianopulos, who in the film business, to bor-
row a phrase from his most successful film, is 
"king of the world." On the walls of his office 
at Fox studios in California, hang movie 
posters of Gianopulos' biggest triumphs 
including Braveheart and Star Wars, not to 
mention a poster of the blockbuster Titanic in 
Greek signed by Director James Cameron. 

Born in Brooklyn, New York, Gianopulos 
graduated from Fordham Law School and 
soon thereafter received an offer to work for 
the music-publishing firm ASCAP. As a 
musician himself, Gianopulos was perfect for 
the role because he understood the business. 
For a period of years, Jim worked in the video 
business, then the pay television business and 
in 1994 was selected to run the international 
operations for 20th Century Fox. 

As President of Twentieth Century Fox 

Jim Giannopoulos 

International, Gianopulos oversaw the inter-
national distribution and marketing of all 
Twentieth Century Fox theatrical releases, the 
Home Entertainment Division, as well as the 

acquisition and co-production of films for dis-
tribution by Fox internationally. Among the 
many blockbuster successes during 
Gianopulos' tenure at Fox are in fact the 
Oscar winners Titanic and Braveheart. In 
addition, this studio executive can claim four 
of the top five all-time grossing pictures on 
his resume including Titanic, Star Wars, 
Independence Day, and Star Wars: Episode 
1:The Phantom Menace. 

In the year 2000, Gianopulos became 
Chairman of Fox Filmed Entertainment 
where he continues to make movie magic 
with films like Moulin Rouge, currently nom-
inated for 8 Academy Awards. 

Elizabeth Perkins, born in Queens, New 
York, Perkins was raised in Vermont, and 
later attended Chicago's prestigious 
Goodman School of Drama. In 1984 she 
returned to New York where she made her 
theatrical debut in Neil Simon's Brighton 
Beach Memoirs. 

Elizabeth ventured into feature films in 
1986 starring opposite Demi Moore and Rob 
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Gloria Gaynor 

Lowe in About Last Night. Her breakthrough 
performance came in 1988 as she starred in 
the heartwarming Oscar-nominated film Big 
with Tom Hanks. She has since given mem-
orable performances in a wide gamut of films 
including: The Flintstones as Wilma 
Flintstone, He Said, She Said, with Kevin 
Bacon, the remake of Miracle on 34th Street, 
The Doctor with William Hurt, Avalon, 
Moonlight and Valentino, 28 Days with 
Sandra Bullock, and most recently she 
starred in last summer's blockbuster Cats & 
Dogs. 

In January, Elizabeth brought her talents to 
television with the Hallmark Hall of Fame 
production My Sister's Keeper opposite 
Kathy Bates. Her other television credits 
include the sitcom Battery Park, and the HBO 
series From the Earth to the Moon. 

Ms. Gloria Gaynor who will perform all of 
her hits including "I Will Survive" and 
"Never Can Say Good-bye." In 1980 her 
anthem "I Will Survive" earned a Grammy 
Award for Best Disco Recording. The song 
was also recently honored by VH-1 at the top 
of its countdown for the 100 Greatest Dance 
Records of All Time. Gloria's 30-year career 
began with a splash in 1973 as "Never Can 
Say Good-Bye" became the very first #1 song 
on the dance charts. Last year, Gloria hit 
number one again with her new single "Just 
Keep Thinkin' About You." 

In addition to being active in countless 
charities, Gloria's other achievements include 
her 1988 autobiography I Will Survive, pub-
lished by St. Martin's Press, a 1999 stint on 

Broadway in the musical sensation Smokey 
Joe's CafE, and guest starring roles on 
episodes of That '70s Show and Ally McBeal. 

Recently, Gloria was also selected as the 
recipient of the Legend Award to be present-
ed by Prince Albert of Monaco at this year's 
World Music Awards. Past "Legends" have 
included Diana Ross, Luciano Pavarotti, Ray 
Charles, The Bee Gees, Tina Turner, Rod 
Stewart and Lionel Richie. 

Jim Gianopulos, Elizabeth Perkins and 
Ms. Gloria Gaynor uphold the tradition of 
outstanding HTSF honorees and performers 
including Olympia Dukakis, Marilu Benner, 
Anna Vissi, Melina Kanakaredes and Paula 
Cale (of NBC's "Providence"), daytime 
drama star John Aniston, Humanitarian Tita 
Scandalis-Monti, CBS News Anchors Ernie 
Anastos and Thalia Assuras, Creator/ 
Producer/Director Patrick Tatopoulos, Star 
Trek's Marina Sirtis, NBC Sportscaster Bob 
Costas, Michael Chiklis, Titanic's Billy 
Zane, Lisa Zane, Director Nick Cassavetes, 
Judge Nicholas Tsoucalas, Natassa 
Theodoridou, Triandafillos and Costas 
Mandylor. 

The annual scholarship dinner on May 10 
will commence with cocktails at 7:30 pm; 
dinner at 8:30. Dinner Chairman is New York 
Attorney Nick Katsoris,General Counsel of 
the Red Apple Group and author of the legal 
thriller Crimes of Fire. Vice-Chairs are John 
& Margo Catsimatidis. John is Chairman of 
the Red Apple Group and Publisher of the 
Hellenic Times with his wife Margo, who is 
also President of MCV Advertising in New 
York City. 

Elizabeth Perkins 

Ticket prices are as follows: General 
admission tickets are from $200 per person; 
Youth tickets are $150 (30 and under if pur-
chased by April 19th; $175 thereafter). Tables 
may also be purchased as follows: Chairman 
Table ($25,000); Vice-Chairman Table 
($15,000); President's Table ($10,000); 
Benefactor Table ($5,000); Patron Table 
($3,000); and Sponsor Table ($2,500). 
Invitations will be mailed shortly. For further 
information, call 212-397-2804. 
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Boolo  
Books 

ALEX SPANOS: Sharing the Wealth 

Washington, DC: Alex Spanos, owner of 
the NFL's San Diego Chargers, has risen from 
the humblest of beginnings to become one of 
the nation's leading businessmen and philan-
thropists. "Success cannot be summed up in a 
sound bite," Spanos says, "but it can be ex-
plained in a story." Sharing the Wealth is that 
story. 

As a young boy, Spanos worked hours be-
fore and after school at his father's struggling 
restaurant. He believes it was these years in 
which his hardworking and demanding father 

At the funeral of Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis, her favorite poem, Cavafy's 
"Ithaca," was read. Ever since Cavafy's 
fame has progressed beyond the literary 
set to the literary public, where he is in- 

gave him the keys to his destiny: hard work, 
self-improvement, education, and self-knowl-
edge. Spanos's father ingrained in him the 
immigrant's chief article of faith: the abiding 
belief in a better life. 

Spanos's successful fifty-year career started 
with a meager $800 loan and the determina-
tion to improve his position in life. His gut 
instincts, tireless work ethic, grounded family 
life, and pride in his Greek heritage are what 
propelled him to become one of the nation's 
top businessmen, and owner of the San Diego 
Chargers. 

In Sharing the Wealth, Spanos reveals his 
15 fundamentals of success, including: 

• A Solid Family Foundation: Without 
family, you will be left emotionally empty, no 
matter how fabulous your accomplishments. 

• Accept Risks and Trust Your Instincts: 
Entrepreneurs have one overriding common-
ality: they're risk takers. Do your research, and 
then trust your instincts on whether to move 
forward or hold back. 

• Don't Be Defeated by Failure: Take your 
losses while they're still small, leant from your 
failures, and move on. 

Through all his successes, Spanos has never 
forgotten where he came from. He treasures 
his Greek ancestry and has worked closely with 
the prime minister of Greece and America's 
political leaders to improve foreign relations. 
Sharing the Wealth offers a look into 
Spanos's amazing life and accomplishments. 
His story will inspire countless others to set 
goals and reach them. 

creasingly regarded as an elegant exponent 
of ancient values and a modern champion 
of passion. Keenly aware of history, 
Cavafy evokes the classic Mediterranean 
world with its heroes and mythologies, re- 

claiming their names and renewing their 
meanings. 

Much of Cavafy's poetry deals with 
love, specifically homosexual love, and in 
doing so vivifies the universal human ex-
periences of sensual satisfaction and un-
requited desire, ecstasy and loss. His verse 
is beautiful and embracing, and remains 
as alive as when he wrote it. Indeed, in its 
candid and proud eroticism his poetry an-
ticipates our own age and leads one to 

marvel that he was writing a century ago. 
This first new translation in over 

twenty-five years offers Cavafy's work in 
the order he wanted— thematically, not 
chronologically. It includes nine new po-
ems, previously untranslated and collected 
in English. As a native speaker of Greek, 
Theoharis C. Theoharis is the first to fully 
capture Cavafy's elegiac voice; his com-
plex mix of historical and philosophical 
themes, his intensity and tenderness, in 
celebrating antiquity as a living inherit-
ance. And Gore Vidal provides a deft and 
judicious account of Cavafy's life and 
legacy. 

Constantine P. Cavafy was born in 
1863 to Greek parents in Alexandria, 
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Chinese Auction at Wyckoff, NJ 
Wyckoff - The annual Chinese Auction 

sponsored by the Ladies Philoptochos Soci-
ety of St. Nicholas Church in Wyckoff is set 
for Tuesday, May 21. The doors will open 
at 7 p.m. at the church community center, 
467 Grandview Avenue. The event will fea-
ture crystal ware, decorative pieces, appli-
ances, theme baskets, and more. Pastries and 
coffee will be served. 

Admission tickets at $8 per person in-
clude one block of auction tickets will be 
available a the door. Tickets may also be or-
dered in advance by mailing a stamped-self-
addressed envelope and $8 check to: Chi-
nese Auction, St. Nicholas Church, 467 
Grandview Ave., Wyckoff, NJ 07481. The 
check should be made out to: St. Nicholas 
Philoptochos Society; bear the addressee's 
telephone number, and be received by May 
6. For more information, Call 201-612-0937. 

Egypt, where he lived most of his life. He 
is considered by many to be the greatest 
of modem Greek poets. 

Theoharis C. Theoharis has taught 
comparative literature at Harvard Univer-
sity since 1985, and has also taught at 
Berkeley and M.L.T. He has written for 
The Southern Review & Antaeus, among 
other journals, and has lectured at Oxford, 
Trinity (Dublin), the New York Public 
Library, Bennington College, and CUNY, 
among other venues in North America and 
Europe, The author of two books of liter-
ary criticism, Ibsen 's Drama and Joyce's 
Ulysses, he is editor of The Boston Book 
Review. 

Ioanna Papadeas Kackos interweaves his-
tory and fiction in her new and compelling 
novel about World War II in Love Beyond 
Fury (now available through 1st Books Li-
brary). Kackos effectively and eloquently tells 
an inspiring story of love set in the meander-
ing streets and dangerous camps of Athens at 
the height of the German Occupation. 

Kackos is a living witness to the atrocities 
of the Nazi forces. In Love Beyond Fury, 
Kackos transports us to the war-tom Athens, 

Greece, where the lives of two young heroes 
are plunged into mayhem. Addressing the 
bloody details of Hitler's sinister military ag-
gression, Kackos surprises readers with vivid 
details and striking dialogues. 

Love Beyond Fury strikes tones similar 
to Roberto Benigni's award-winning Life is 
Beautiful, and succeeds in constructing an 
equally memorable story. She thrusts her 
readers into the middle of the characters' 
moral dilemma and conflicting emotions. 
Will Yanna's love prevail over the powerful 
forces that hold Wilhelm on the side of the 
enemy? 

Ioanna Kackos has written several short 
stories and has been published in Hellenic 
Times of New York City. She was educated at 
the prestigious Charles Berkshire British 
School and has lived in the United States and 
Greece. An unforgettable vacation trip to her 
birthplace filled with colorful memories of her 
childhood inspired her to write Love Beyond 
Fury. She is recently finished a monumental 
literary project of translating the spectacular 
verses of Homer's Odyssey from ancient 
Greek to English. 

The only profitable print-on-demand and 
eBook publishing company of its kind, 1st 
Books Library was founded in 1997 and has 
helped more than 7,000 authors publish their 
works. For more information, visit 
www.lstbooks.com  and click on the "Media" 
image at the top of the page. 

LOVE BEYOND FURY 
A Love Story as Powerful 

and Poignant as Roberto Benigni's "Life is Beautiful" 
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SPYROS KYPRIANOU 
Former President of Cyprus 

Language 
Conference 

in Kavala, Greece 

Spyros Kyprianou, President of Cyprus 
for 11 years from 1977-1988 and one of 
the fore-most politicians of the island died 
of cancer March 12, at the age of 69. 

Kyprianou was the first Foreign Minis-
ter of the Cyprus Republic and served in 
that capacity for 12 years, under the presi-
dency of Archbishop Makarios, the first 
President of Cyprus, which gained indepen-
dence from the British colonial rule in 1960. 

Spyros Kyprianou was born in Limassol 
in 1932. After attending the Greek Gymna-
sium in his hometown, he went to London 
where he studied Economics and Com-
merce at the City of London College and 
Law at Grays Inn. He was called to the 
bar in 1954, He also obtained a diploma 
in comparative law. He founded the Cyp-
riot Students Union in England (EFEKA). 
In 1952, he was appointed Secretary in 
London of Archbishop Makarios, 
Ethnarch of Cyprus, and in 1954 he as-
sumed the office of the Secretary of the 
Cyprus Ethnarchy and projected the 
Cyprus case for self-determination. He 
returned to Cyprus in 1959, after the sign-
ing of the Zurich and London Agreements 
granting the island independence from 
Britain. 

On the declaration of independence, on 
August 16, 1960, President Makarios ap-
pointed him Minister of Justice and a few 
days later, Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

In this capacity he represented Cyprus 
in various conferences, negotiations, meet-
ings and talks. He also accompanied Presi-
dent Makarios in his state visits to several 
countries including Turkey, West Ger-
many, and the Soviet Union. 

He resigned from his post in May 1972 
after a serious dispute with the military re-
gime in Athens and withdrew from poli-
tics until the coup dedat against Makarios 
and the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in July 
1974. 

In the same year he led the Cyprus del-
egation at the UN General Assembly that 
discussed the Cyprus problem. 

Two years later, he founded the center-
right Democratic Party in Cyprus. In the 

Spyros Kyprianou 

September 5, 1976 Parliamentary elections 
his party won 21 out of 35 seats in the House 
of Representatives. Kyprianou was elected 
President of the House. 

After the death of President Makarios on 
August 3, 1977, Kyprianou became, under 
the constitution, Acting President of the Re-
public and one month later, was unanimously 
elected President for the remainder of the 
term of Archbishop Makarios. On February 
28, 1978 he was elected, again unopposed, 
President of the Republic for a full five-year 
term. 

He was re-elected president on February 
13, 1983 with the support of his own party 
and the Leftwing AKEL party, which formed 
the democratic cooperation front, receiving 
56.54 percent of the votes. 

During his presidency he visited many 
countries and attended conferences and sum-
mits of the United Nations, the Non-Aligned 
countries and the Commonwealth. 

As President, Kyprianou is credited with 
the economic miracle in Cyprus, after the 
Turkish invasion and occupation of 37% of 
its territory. 

He participated in Parliamentary elections 
for the last time in 1966 and was afterwards 
elected President of the House of Represen-
tatives. He served until the end of his term 
in May 2001, when he withdrew from ac-
tive politics and handed over the Democratic 
Party's presidency. 

The Fifth International Language Con-
ference will take place in the City of Kavala, 
Greece on May 9-13, 2002 organized by 
the Association for the Internalization of the 
Greek Language under the auspices of His 
All Holiness Bartholomew, Archbishop of 
Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch of the Eastern Orthodox Chris-
tian Church. Twenty (20) prominent schol-
ars from around the world have been in-
vited to present. The theme of the confer-
ence is: "The spreading of the Greek Lan-
guage in the countries around the World 
from the Ancient Times to the Present". 
Prof. Catherine Tsounis, Department of 
Modern Foreign Languages and Classical 
Studies, St. John's University, New York 
will participate and present on the "Teach-
ing of Modern Greek as a Second/Foreign 
Language in the U.S.A." 
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Community Leader Cleo P. Tsounis 
passed away on January 13, 2002 at her 
home in Mattituck, L.I. Antonopoulos Fu-
neral Home held the wake at DeFriest Fu-
neral Home. Prominent persons who at-
tended included: Southold Town Supervi-
sor Horton, former Southold Town Super-
visor Wickham, Highway Commissioner 
Harris, Democratic Party chairman Art 
Tillman, and others. Rev. John Antono-
poulos, Rev. Demetrios Karalexis and Rev. 
Nektarios Kehayias at the Transfiguration 
Greek Orthodox Church in Mattituck, L.I., 
performed the funeral services on Wednes-
day, January 16th. The burial took place at 
Calverton National Cemetery. The Parish 
council hosted a memorial dinner and 
Philoptohos under the leadership of Pete 
Gourlidis and Andrea Gourlidis in the 
Transfiguration church hall. She is survived 
by her spouse, George, children Catherine 
and John Siolas, Christopher and Nancy 
Tsounis, Nicholas Soterios Tsounis, Tho-
mas Angelo and Ellen Tsounis, Her grand-
children are Michelle, Teresa and Steven 
Tsounis and Despina Siolas. 

The W.W. II "Greatest Generation" is 
passing away rapidly as we enter the 21st 
century. The W.W.II men have been pro-
filed throughout the country. The greatness 
of our fathers and grandfathers of that tur-
bulent time is due to the women who 
worked in the shadows, doing the work of 
men in the defense plants and at the home 
front. Cleo P. Tsounis was a woman of her 
time. She was raised during the Depression, 
spent her youth working in the Defense 
plants of New York City and spent a life-
time of community service to her country, 
church and community. 

Cleo was born in 1923, the child of 
Greek Orthodox refugees from the Ottoman 
Turkish Empire in Tsesme and Smyrna, 
Asia Minor. Her parents, De spina and 
Christos Pappas always said "America is 
the only hope for us. This is our country, 
right or wrong." Her family was of a deeply 
religious nature, with nuns, priests and phi- 

Cleo P Tsounis 

lanthropists from Asia Minor. Early in life, 
she was taught to give to religious and so-
cial causes. She was raised in the tenements 
of the east side of New York City. 

First hand she saw the economic and 
personal disaster of the "Great Depression". 

When the Pearl Harbor December 6th di-
saster took place, she immediately volun-
teered for home front defense. Cleo became 
an Air Raid Warden, preparing her neigh-
borhood for evacuation in case of attack by 
the Axis air forces. The lack of manpower 
to staff the defense plants prompted her to 
secure a position as a precision machinist. 
Her work required an engineering back-
ground that she acquired on the job. She 
was quick and accurate in her work and re-
ceived commendations. When the work 
ended, she was laid off so the returning sol-
diers could find work in a peacetime 
economy. She accepted society's standards 
for women and often said, "when one door 
closes, another door opens." She met and 
married George Tsounis, a W.W. II hero in 
1947. George, a Mid-Westerner, was the 
son of immigrants. He was a prisoner of 
war in a stalag camp in Germany for 11 
months and was decorated with the Purple 
Heart, the European-African-Middle East-
ern service Medal and the Good Conduct 
Medal. His father, Vlastos, was a war hero 
in World War I. They were married in 1947 
and raised an American family of four chil-
dren, Catherine, Christopher, Nicholas 
Sotirios and Thomas Angelo who are all 
graduates of CUNY. 

Cleo was a typical Mother of her time, 
who thought of the family ahead of her per-
sonal needs. She remained married to her 
husband for 54 years. She often said, "stay- 

Profile of a W.W.II Woman: 

Cleo P. Tsounis 
By CATHERINE T. SIOLAS 
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ing at home and cooking and cleaning was 
not for me." She bought a typewriter in the 
1950's and taught herself to type, thus be-
ginning her volunteer work in the commu-
nity of St. Demetrios of Astoria. She be-
came close friends with Rev. Demetrios 
Frangos, who inspired her to continue the 
philanthropic work of her family. She was 
one of the founders of St. Demetrios Greek-
American parochial school in 1957. Cleo 
became an expert in parliamentary proce-
dure and newspaper writing, acting as a 
public relations liaison. In the 1960's, she 
was elected three years as P.T.A. president 
of St. Demetrios School unanimously. Vol-
unteer work in the Greek Orthodox Church 
was her way of expressing her commitment 
to her faith as well as a social outlet. Mrs. 
Tsounis believed volunteer work developed 
her creative talents. 

During the 1960's, she discovered the 
North Fork of Long Island on one of her 
family excursions. She loved Mattituck at 
first sight and bought a summer cottage for 
her children in the fall '1961. She would 
often say, "the beaches of Mattituck re-
minded my parents of their birthplace on 
the coast of Asia Minor." In Mattituck, she 
began a third phase of her life: a pioneer of 
the first Greek Orthodox Church in East-
ern Long Island. Cleo was active in the 
Greek Orthodox community since 1965. 
For over twenty-eight years she voluntarily 
served as church secretary, computerized 
the church records, and aided in the found-
ing of the Sunday School, Hellenic Culture 
School, Philoptohos, and youth groups. 

During the winter of 1984, the Trans-
figuration Church was destroyed by fire. 
Cleo was elected as president of the parish 
council, the first woman to hold this office 
in Eastern Long Island. During the two 
years of her presidency, two hundred thou-
sand dollars was raised and the church was 
rebuilt without a mortgage. Her leadership 
was the catalyst that energized community 
support to see the project through to its 
completion. 

On August 19, 1989, the Transfiguration 
Church honored Mrs. Tsounis in Brasby's 
Catering Hall at their annual dance. 
Southold Supervisor Francis J. Murphy pre-
sented a proclamation and seal of Southold 
Town to the church leader. Congressman 
George J. Hochbruckner sent congratula-
tions stating... "you will be remembered for  

your enduring faith. You have become a 
model for those who follow you." Suffolk 
County Executive, Patrick G. Halpin, de-
clared in a Suffolk County proclamation that 
"he is proud to join with the Church Coun-
cil and parishioners in recognizing this un-
selfish woman ...do hereby proclaim Au-
gust 19, 1989 as Cleo P. Tsounis Day in 
Suffolk County." 

The community honored Mrs. Tsounis 
again in 1997 and as "Mother of the Year" 
in 2001. As one local businessman said  

"Cleo is a tough act to follow." 
Cleo P.Tsounis was a woman of her time. 

She was one of the children of immigrants 
who saved the "World for Democracy" dur-
ing W.W.II by working in a defense plant 
and volunteering in the organizations of her 
community. The women of our W.W.II gen-
eration were dedicated to their family, 
church and country. They were committed 
to the American lifestyle of their era. Their 
work in the background built America into 
a great society. 
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ALEC KOROMILAS APPOINT-
ED FEDERAL APPEALS JUDGE 

Attorney Alec Koromilas of Dover, 
NH was appointed to be a federal 

administrative appeals judge for the U.S. 
Secretary of Labor, Elaine L. Chao, by 
President Bush. Mr. Koromilas will 
maintain his Dover law office while he 
sits on a three-member Employees 
Compensation Appeals Board which 
serves three million federal employees 
and awards more than $1.8 billion in 
benefits annually. Mr. Koromilas is 37-
years-old. He holds a degree in political 
science from Boston University and 
received his law degree from Franklin 
Pierce Law Center in Concord, NH. He 
served in the New Hampshire House of 
Representatives from 1986-88 and in 
2000, he was New Hampshire director 
for Elizabeth Dole's presidential cam-
paign. He joined his father, the late 
James Koromilas, in the law firm of 

Koromilas & Koromilas in Dover, spe-
cializing in tort and workers compensa-
tion litigation. From 1993 to 1998, he 
served as chairman of the new 
Hampshire Workers Compensation 
Appeals Board. 

SPIRO DORIZAS JOINS 
GATEWAY BAR & GRILL 

Spiro Dorizas of Chicago, IL has 
joined his father in the family busi-

ness, the popular restaurant Gateway 
Bar & Grill on N. Clark Street in the 
windy city. Spiro grew up in the restau-
rant business. He began working in the 
family restaurants since the age of 14. 
He is a graduate of DePaul University 
where he majored in music and has 
worked as a professional musician and 
music director for various clubs in 

Chicago and in Europe. Spiro will use 
his knowledge of the restaurant business 
and his education and experience in  

music, to oversee the Gateway Bar & 
Grill's entertainment offering since the 
restaurant offers dinner and dancing. 
Regulars at the popular eatery include 
Blues singer Gloria Shannor and jazz 
vocalist Steve Evans. Wednesdays 
through Saturdays diners are introduced 
to new jazz artists such as tenor saxo-
phonist Mike Finnerty and jazz saxman 
Taku Akiyama. 

PAPPAS, YANNAS, 
ANTONAKES HONORED 

The Greek Institute in Cambridge, MA 
has honored three individuals for their 

sterling contributions to the community at 
large. At the annual fundraising dinner-
dance last month the Institute honored: 
BESS PAPPAS with the Arete Award for 
her nurturing and cultivating into an interna-
tional service the Hellenic Cardiac Fund for 
Children which she and her husband found-
ed in 1978. the program sponsors infants 
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and children from Greece and the U.S. who 
travel to Boston Children's Hospital to 
receive specialized cardiac treatment. Mrs. 
Pappas has been honored here and in 
Greece for her dedicated efforts. She has 
received the Children's Hospital Chairman's 
Award, the Hellenic Humanitarian Award 
from the Academy of Athens, Greece, and 
the Humanitarian Award from the City of 
Boston. She has also been blessed with the 
appreciation and prayers of the many par-
ents whose children's lives she has touched 
throughout the years. 
DR. IOANNIS V. YANNAS received the 
Sophia Award for his contributions in the 
field of organ regeneration. Dr. Yannas is a 
member of the faculty of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, a researcher, and an 
author. In 1981 he and his coworkers dis-
covered the process by which the skin in 
animals could be induced. It was the first 
demonstration of induced skin regeneration 
in adult humans. A medical device based 
on these findings, known as "artificial skin", 
was approved by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration in 1996 for the treatment of 
bum patients. For this discovery, Dr. 
Yannas was elected a member of the 
Institute of Medicine of the U.S. National 
Academy of Sciences, and elected a Fellow 
of the Society for Biochemicals. Dr. Yannas 
has authored and co-authored more than 
150 publications, including a first on the 
topic book, "Tissue and Organ Regeneration 
in Adults" published in 2001. 
MICHAEL ANTONAKES received the 
Techne Award. An author, educator and 
professional actor, he was recognized for his 
contributions to a greater awareness of mod-
em Greek literature in the English speaking 
world, especially the works of Nikos 
Kazantzakis. Dr. Antonakes' publications 
and creative works include, "Maria's 
Grandfather," a Greek-English play per-
formed in New York in 1956; "He Who 
Must Die," a translation and adaptation of 
Kazantzakis' "The Greek Passion", pro-
duced by the Yale Drama School in 1960 
and the Greek Theater of new York in 1980; 
"Post Office Street", a translation of a story 
by Andonis Samarakis, among many others. 

director of the Archdiocesan Department of 
Youth and Young Adult ministries and Camp 
Director of Ionian Village. Buz was born 
and raised in Salt Lake City, Utah. He was 
an assistant Junior High School teacher for 
students with behavioral disorders before he 
began his studies at Holy Cross. He has 
worked in camping ministries for more than 
11 years. He has served as program director 
for the Diocese of Denver summer camp, 
Camp Emmanuel, and has been actively 
involved in the Diocese of Boston camp pro-
grams. He was involved in the creation of 
the Archdiocesan District and Diocese of 
New Jersey summer camp program, Camp 
Good Shepherd. Buz Lazarakis brings a high 
level of enthusiasm, creativity and experi-
ence to the Youth Ministry Program of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. On May 18, 
he will graduate from Holy Cross which will 
award him the master's of divinity degree. 
He will assume his position on June 1, 2002. 
Buz is married to Anastasia Karloutsos. 

DENNIS MEHIEL RUNS FOR 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

Greek American businessman Dennis 
Mehiel is a candidate for Lieute-

nant Governor of New York State. No 
member of the Greek American commu- 

nity has previously been elected to 
statewide office in New York. Mr. 
Mehiel is Chairman and Chief Executive 
of the Sweetheart Cup Company, the 
nation's largest manufacturer of dispos-
able table-top products for the restaurant 
trade. However, he has long been active 
in state and national politics as well as 
many community groups. He is a former 
member of the Archdiocesan Council, 
served for many years on the board of 
the Hellenic Neighborhood Action 
Committe, and is long time member of 
Leadership 100. 

ARTHUR J. CARAKATSANE 
SERVED ON TRIAL COMMTITEE 

Arthur J. Carakatsane of Lynnfield, 
MA, a Middleton trial attorney, 

served on the organizing committee 
and judging for the 17th Annual 
Statewide Mock Trial Program of the 
Massachusetts Bar Association (MBA). 
High School and Middle School stu-
dents from throughout the 
Commonwealth participated in more 
than 800 trials which began in January 
and concluded on March 26. Attorney 
Carakatsane maintains a general prac-
tice, concentrating in civil and criminal 

BUZ LAZARAKIS JOINS 
ARCHDIOCESAN TEAM 

uz Lazarakis, a senior at Holy Cross 
13Greek Orthodox School of Theology in 
Brookline, MA has been appointed assistant 
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litigation. He was previously 
employed at the litigation office of 
Liberty Mutual Insurance Company in 
Boston. He holds appointment to the 
panel of Bar Advocates in Essex 
County for indigent criminal defense. 
He is a member of the Massachusetts, 
Essex County, Greater Lynn and 
Middleton Bar associations and admit-
ted to practice in courts of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
District Court, First Circuit Court of 
Appeals and Bankruptcy Court. He is 
secretary of the Middleton Board Trade 
and also has taught regularly continu-
ing legal education and college cours-
es. 

MARY PAPOUTSY of Rye Beach, NH 
is the author of a well written and 
inspiring article, "Kandylakia--Roadside 
Shrines to Lives Lost and Saved" which 
appears in the web site of the Hellenic 
Communication Service (www.hellenic-
comserve.com). Mary has also illustrat-
ed the article with her beautiful color 

photographs. 

BASIL DOUROS of Rancho Mureita, 
CA, author of the Greek heritage novel 
"Carved in Stone," has published a new 
book, "The Irish Heritage" which 
attempts to define his wife's Dottie's par-
ents culture, much as "Carved in Stone" 
did for his ancestry. "Carved in Stone" 
has been selected by the University of 
Pittsburgh "Semester at Sea" as recom-
mended reading for the summer 2002 
program. 

MICHAEL CAPELLAS, CEO of 
Compaq Computer Corp. addressed the 
BiolTWoird Conference, a bioinformat-
ics trade show in Boston on March 14 
and, according to a Boston Globe article 
written by Hiawatha Bray "stunned the 
audience into several seconds of 
silence", when he said that businesses 
should NOT obtain patents on genetic 
information about plants, animals or 
humans. According to the article, he 
later modified his position by saying 
that he does not know what should be 
patentable. 

NICK PAPPAS JR. of Watertown, MA  

will be inducted to the Watertown High 
Athletic Hall of Fame on May 10. He is 
a member of the Watertown High Class 
of 1969. Nick will be honored for his 
service to the local athletic community 
and for playing three sports at 
Watertown high, earning the Hoyt 
Thurber Award as his class' best athlete. 

JUDGE CHARLES KOCORAS of 
Chicago, IL, was honored by the Illinois 
Carol Fisher Chapter of Crohn's & 
Colitis Foundation of America as one of 
its most outstanding supporters. The 
occasion was the 10th annual Winter 
gala black tie benefit held at the Four 
Seasons Hotel in Chicago. 

GEORGE STYLIANOPOULOS of 
Boston, MA is an intern with the City of 
Cambidge, MA Public Works. He is 
pursuing his certification in Georgraphic 
Information Systems at UMass Boston. 

ALEXANDRA BARRETT of 
Manchester, MA, a junior in the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Boston College, 
has earned academic recognition of sec-
ond honors and placed on the Dean's 
List. She is majoring in psychology and 
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sociology and is an active member of 
the school's Hellenic Society, the Global 
Justice Project, and the Boston College 
Red Cross. She also works at the 
Boston College bookstore. 

ANNA DEMACOPOULOS of 
Chicago, IL, is running for judge of the 
Circuit Court, 15th Sub Circuit of Cook 
County, including the townships of Rich, 
Bloom, Thornton, Palos, Orland, and 
Bremen. Anna is a supervisor in the 
narcotics bureau, where she has man-
aged the prosecution of more than 
30,000 cases and oversees numerous 
drug treatment programs. Anna and her 
husband Andreas Kosmas are the parents 
of twin daughters, Angelina and Erini. 

MARK ADAMS of Manchester, NH is 
co-chairing, along with Fr. Michael 
Kouremetis of the St. George Cathedral 
in that city, a Golf Tournament to benefit 
the Diocese of Boston Camp & Retreat 
Center. The tournament, on May 13, 
will take place at the magnificent 
Wentworth-by-the Sea golf course in 
Portsmouth, NH. Mark is the president 
of Zyacorp Corp. 

KRISANTHI PAPPAS of Foxborough, 
MA is a jazz and cabaret performer 
whose jazz ballad, "One Slow Dance a 
Day" was used in the March 11 episode 
of NBC's soap opera "Passions". 

ELENIE K. HUSZAGH, ESQ. of 
Nehalem, OR, a member of the 
Archdiocesan Council and the President 
of the national Council of Churches, 
gave a presentation on the new Charter 
of the Archdiocese to the delegates and 
observers attending the 2002 Diocese of 
Boston Clergy-Laity Assembly last 
month. Mrs. Huszagh is a member of 
the committee which has been working 
on the new Charter. 

ALEX CHRYSSIS, the son of George 
and Margo Chryssis of Weston, MA is 
the Northern New England Greco 
Roman Wrestling Championship bronze 
medal winner. He placed third in his 
weight class of 145 lbs. At the same 
championship match he also received 
the Most Pins-Least Time Award, for pin 
wins at record time against three 
wrestling rivals. Also a baseball athlete, 

Alex is a student at New Hampton High 
School in New Hampshire. 

KATHARINA DECAS of Wareham, 
MA has been named a recipient of the 
2002 Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association (MIAA) Unsung 
Heroine Award for service on behalf of 
women in sports. She is a 39-year 
teacher and coach with the Sharon, MA 
school system. She has coached the 
women's varsity basketball and field 
hockey at Sharon High School. 
Katharina is credited with laying the 
foundation for a successful women's 
basketball program at the school, as well 
as the resurgence of field hockey which 
has qualified for the state tournament 
the last two seasons. 

The 2002 PROF. JOHN C. ROUMAN 
Classical Lecture Series at the 
University of New Hamsphire in 
Durham, will feature Dr. Stanley 
Lombardo who will offer "Odysseus' 
Homecoming" a performance and lec-
ture about the author's internationally 
acclaimed translation of Homer's 
Odyssey. 
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